INTERVIEW WITH VIETNAM WAR PARTICIPANT WoFie ssuer.

DATE SUB-CAT.
7/13/72

NAME NGUYEN HANH (GVN)

BACKGROUND ARWN sergeant, Serial No 26-U-69865,

captured and taken to

North Vietnam. Released afterwards in Quang-Tri

SUBJECT: POW
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7?2fy - INTLRVIMV WITH NGHYEN Ift\H
on 13-7-1972 at the "“nans Tri Military Security office - Interviewee
now stays temporarily at the Phu Vinh Primary School behind the
"Quoc Hoc™ highschool in lue.

Subjects recorded on this tape also include conversations
of the AHVN troops.

This Is a separate interview with Sergeant Illanh, the man who
W captured and taken to North VN by the \C"s", andthen was afterwards

liberated to return to Quang Tri -

Q.- Please let us know your curriculum vitae i.e. your full nm,
your serial number and the unit to which you belong to.

A_- My name is Nguyen Hanh

Q*- \lhat i1s your serial number ?

A.- 26 V-69-65

Q.- What is your unit ?

A.- Adjutant General, Quang Tri sub-sector.

Q*- 1ov old arc you Mr. Hanh ?

A.- 1 am actually 50-year old but my age in the file is 46.

Q.- Where were you born ?

A.- | was born at lien Tao, , Qutang Tri

Q.- How long have you bean in the Array ?

A.- 1 joined the Army on March 1, 1957.

G.- Is 1t from 1-3-1057 ?

Q«- When wore you made a Sergeant ?

A_.- In Juno 1963.

Q.— You were promoted to the rank of Sergeant in 68, right ?
.- Please lot us know the place where you were cantured ?

A.- 1 Vies Captured at Dien Son; 1 succeeded to occawe and fled to
Binh Da, but as I saw then there, 1 planned to cone back to
Quang Tri; 1 v/cS"captured when 1 x-eachod Luang Xa.

Q.- Please lot us know in what case wfcre you captured ?

A,- It was al lost 6:00 AM on the 2nd, 1 was denounced by a little
boy.

You sail the VC*s started to attack ,,nan ; Tri on the 29th
of April* \hat did you do during that tine ? Please tell us.
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they were again stopped and assaulted by the VC’s, so, they once

again went back to La Vang. Then, in’the-morning of Hay 1, 72>

catching the opportunity in which there was a tank column which -

moved tewards Hue, this Serge«uit was instructed to tell hie men

to automatically scatter themselves and find moans to reach jly

Chanh. Uhen Sergeant Hanh reached the Dlen Sanh village, lie vwes-

apprehended by h VC’s. — —

Q.- The k men who captured you were VC’s or north Vietnamese troops?

A.- They were VC’s.

q-- After the VC’s® caught you, they took, you towards what direc-
tion P

A,- In the direction of the Hal Lang district. In the morning,
some planes arrived,and they shouted aloud to tell
us to liedown. %Vhen lying down, | crawled away and escaped.

Q*- When they first arrested you, they took you towards the Hai
Lang district direction ?

A«- Yes.

s>- Do you remember at what time you were captured ?

A_- At ton tHnAhKnaEonrteg. ..

Q.- Ten in the morning ?

A«- Ho, ten in the evening,

Q*- Did they tie your hands after they seized you ?

A_.- Yes, they did tied me but 1 succeeded to untie myself.
They tied your hands when they seized you, lovw many people
were captured at the sane time with you ?

A_.- 1 was with many friends but they all fled away because they
were afraid of bAAng captured.

Q.- Hut, how many persons were captured with you ?

A.- 1 was the only one.
At that time you Were dispersed, so you were the only one that
Jraa captured ?

A_.- Yes, 1 am the only one.

g>- Then they took you towards the Hai Lang district direction ?

V.— YOS«
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A.-

y.-
A*—

A»—
Q*-

Then, _hat did you do there *

I was interrogated there.

They interrogated you initially there ?

They first interrogated me there.

Then you-stayed there one day or how long ?7°

I stayed there until the evening of the 2nd, around midnight.

At around midnight, they took you to the mountain by what road ?
By the Thuong Nguyen road.

*Ticn you were at Thuong Xa, while they interrogated you, how
many self-defense froces troops and regional forces troops
didyou meet there ?

I was alone at that base.

You were alone 1

Yes.

i>id they undress you and take your unifo then give you
other clothes ?

No, they took ay money only.

Were you in uniform or in nlain dlothes at that time ?

I was in plain clothes but I wore a jacket.

Is that the jacket which preserved you from the cold ?

Yese

Inside the jacket were a plain shirt and pants. The jacket was
over the shirt isrt*t i1t ?

Yeoe-

¢hat was the Tirst thing they did when they captured you ?
They took ay money.

They took the money themselves or they ordered you to give

it to then?

They told me to give it to them,

They told you to give your money to.them ?

Yes.

Now about the other papers and "documents f

I threw away all ay individual 6épers so they could not catch
them.

After that, where did they takes yon to ?

After that, they took me to Tliuoag Nguyen.
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Q*-

Q.-
0

5 or 6tOOPM on the third. But after you arrived at their
province headquarters, what did they ask you to do ?

They interrogated me*

They also sukxyna asked you to depose as before, isn’t it ?
rh«n aftor you deposed, did they tell youwhore you should go?
To the 'estern aroa.

They told you that you must be taken to.the prisoners® camp

in the Western area 7 A

Yes.

The Western area of the Ba Lons mountainous area ?

Yes.

How long did you stay in that prisoners® camp ?

Seven days.

as that the Da Long prisoners®™ caap ?

Yes, the mountainous area of Balong, in the western area,

low far was it from the province to the prisoners®™ camp ?

It took you how many days to go there 7

I forget how many days it took me to go- thero.

I was captured on the 1st, on the 3rd I arrived there.

But it «as only the province headquarters; when aid you
arrive/ to the prisoners®™ caap.-

The prisoners®™ camp was right at the '&|a Long .mountainous, area.
the Ba Long nau itainoua area is adjacent to the Laotian
boundaries. It is very close to Laos.

How long did you stay at that prisoners® camp*

I stayed there 7 days.

There were about how many raor>ie who were detained there
with you ? N oU T “pl 7\p;- >
Around one hundred fifty oeople.

Do you remember to «hat arms they belong 4e ?

Yes, It Is easy for.rae to reueuber the arms: regional Tore:
self-defense corps, main force/, ranger..

Self-defense corps, regional forces, rangere-and: meein force.
IHow about the main force troops, to what division most of
them belong !

—7-












-— Only two hours.
.— While deposing, ..did you tell them you were « sergeant ?

- Yes, 1 did
.- How ?
.— Yes, 1 told them I was a sergeant. | oven told them the date

on which 1 joined the army: March 1, 1957.

Q*- Do you remember the® subject of the study ?
A.- The subject dealt only with matters such as the US toons are

Q>- That meant they explained their revolutionary policy, wasn’t it?

invaders, ogressors and so on.

They taught you about the clemency of the revolution with
regards to people going astray wasn’t it ?

$=- WLd they propagandized the victories of the VC’s ih the South

with you ? m \"J:"

A«- Yes.

Q.- After they propagandized about the victories of tho VC"s in
the South, they asked you to be conscious of your responsibility
to join the revolution to fight the VS and save the country,
wasn’t 1t ?

A_. Aes.

.- How about their a you to labor ?

A_.- Yes, they asked me to carry rice.
Q»- When carrying rice, did you go by group of 150 men or by

small groups ?

A_.- Ve went by small grouos.
Q*- Carrying the rice they produced ?

A*- I® carried rice and looked for firewoods."
p-- You carried the rice into the jungle and. looked for wood to

make a fire and cook ? ?

A*- o0 cooked rice with 3weet potatoes and manioc we got from the

highlanders.

.— Each group like that consisted of about how many of our troops

mand each group had how many V.C’s ¢guard"s.

A_- Each group usually consisted of 20 men.

0.- How many guards.were there-?

-9
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=*% After eating your real, you .rested f
re*"lining your work ?

I © rested forTwo hours and cone bae
Ifcréng, those two t, -¢could>
raifc Ve o *r

A* les, we could, do what we NvCuwvae
Sifen,. you continued to work intil 6 -

s Concerning those sessions of study, toll US %0wW
>.as a session of study orgm-ﬁ@ﬁb.\ 7Y
le  In the morning, when we cane back to jpuld, lot

the ceil leaders know that to-sorrow
all the colls _.for studyingeetumosO”s.
=i lon ".ed cell by cell bixt not alt
b*Uo, wo studied .altogether. ?;hen one <
m\® had a Session of study mthevnext <
day r sxKWrybKKjt everybody would gat!

-A X lvij;ii.
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No, ho compelled each one of us to voice our opinion, _hen
y£ diet riot voice our opinion, he would ask each one

At thé"time for enunciating one’s opinion, he would, pwjfcit
thoso who willingly raised hands, wasn’t it ? Or he
just pointed at each one of you ?

lie pointed at each men* ITf no one. wanted-to voice his opinion

When the tine for do”I1S"cans, he would poipt at each one of
t n who were there, All of them, without any exception.
HO© pointed at everybody present ?

Yes, everybody has to speak.

In case he pointed at you, what wouldmyou after the

- political lesson which he taught on that day ?

> O » O
1

"¢hat lesson did you study on that day, and how did he
compel you to voice your opinion ?

I would say that the Americans are iInvaders, ayressors and
SO on.

.-hat was the squestion he asked you ?

The question was what ..did the NS aggressors plan to do
in this hr©» 1. e. iIn the South?
Sow did anrwer ?

I answered accordingly to them >

hat did ho say ?

He spoke only after we’ve studied.

did he TFI8bcsfii the study session ?

He said the 0S aggressors planned to take South Viotnari to
use it a stepping, stone to attack Laos and Cambodia and *
-f_ - - ies.

In ouch study sessions, had soaeone ever stood up to show
a protesting attitude or to say that what the command r
said wasn’t right ?
Mever.
Suppose that someone acted like that, ,what would you think ?
IT such a supposedly happens, 1 would ay attention
to it*

. After you stayed there seven days, they called you up

one by one, right ?

-15-
























l*'* £t was a medical station but bow they’ve le%¥.

<* How was the aspect of the place they’ve left you at? Coul
you escape from there? How- was their guard syitem wy
ilov many aen they had ? Did they Have a war ous® for
rice ? Did youlsee any people carrying rice firi riaervrtun
Itld you see highlanders coming from Laos ? .

=& There were some highlanders coming back and r orth but
there was no rice.

@ Xpn SEIriG to go to the horth at 7 am, rigtit

=% Yese

#* You until what time when you reached ti:ke haltin®
area *
X waxX-@.until 630 .
6:30 m n

¥ lou travelled until 6:30 PmWh  you stopped et that first
point**3ut on your way, ctid you meet /&th- cmy ¢"¢corth Vietiisi
troops Moving towards tho South
/oyj X did#
'ou met about ho?; many of t@0r 9
tDoUt 30 >0X «Uviue
h>u met 30 troops moving towards the Sceuth, then, on that
& v -‘vV only those 30 teON© ?
eI
id you modt ciny of tiisii* t#ypes of vehiales?
o, X didn’ce
ou arrived at that halting olaco at 6 pm and stayed ther
or how-ion9 f

i or days -
ho road you took was a larg0o OHO OP St 1 9
t was only a small trail. 1 was sick so x lay down. Some

ther peoplie studied and so>ie went to carry rice, ,e studl

he 10-point policy of the 3tevolutionary Provisional Gove:
©lit of South Vietnam.

ou studied one hour in the morning and one hour in the
fternoon ?
Q.

- 19-






A.-

A*-

N*-

Q*-

A*-
d.-

..hat time did you start in the morning ?

In the morning we sometimes started to study at 3 am sometimes
at,9 am. ¥W%e studied ,enly-—-wheu. the commander ordered us to .
€o0.

Sid they "base themselves on: any criterion, when they classifier
you and divided you into groups like that, or they just did
that indifferently 7 Did they divided yon by classes such

as the farmer®s class, the worker®"s class or the trader"s
class 7

No, they just divided us into IG-men group**"

out, in cells just like that, the main force troops stayed
separately and the regional forces troops stayed apart?

No they were all mixed"up.

.—lease let us know when you were divided into groups of 10
men, pho was assigned or elected cell leader. If the cell
leader was elected hew w*a tho election T

I have said that we were divided into 10-men groups and the
coomaj a*d each group shall elect its cell leader.

The organization into cells was proposed by the prisoners or
it was carried Out by the VC*s with lists readily made ?

Yes, they had lists of ten men then’they allowed those ten

men to elect their own cell leader*

That election of cell leaders took how long ? How many hours ?
Only one hour.

3y voting, right ?

Yes.

You were permitted to raise your hands ?

Xes.

You were pe.mitted to stay in that halting place for hov; long
and*when did you resume.your walk ?

L days.:

What do you mean by k days. What.did they do at the end of
the fourth day ?

They told us to,walk a distance and they told us to come back.
They ordered you to go, but for how lon; when they told you -
to retrace your steps ? -

.
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You crossed the rive lays after you left the
da Long camp. 3 or 4 days after ?

A.- You mean | travelled aloftg tbe riverside.

The rivers .you’ve crossed.

A_- There were too many of them«

About how many of them, approximately ?

A.- About 3 or 4.

c,.- Both large and small rivers; not counting the springs
or fordo. You crossed by bridges or you forded them,

A_.- 30 rivers.

A_- From 3a Long to Quang Binh, at the place they kept you,
haw many rivers have you crossed altogether ?

A,- 13 or 14 of them.

Q.«r From Ba Long ?

A*— Yes.

Q«- Upon your arrival at %uang Binh, how did you like the
questions of housing and feeding ? How was their prisoners
organization ? Vv .., W

A*¥—- -——

Q.- Please tell us the last caap was about how large f 1 or
2 acres ?

A.- Yes, about that

;*- Was it surrounded by a barbed wire fence ?

A,- Yes, i1t was.

-— Whs it a bamboo fence or a barbed wire one ?

A.- A bamboo fence.

Q*- How many houses were there; how many thatched houses ?

1,- About 20 thatch-houses, in the garden and outside the
garden.

Q*- They probably set that camp inside a jungle area, right ?

A#— Yes.

Q.- .ere the trees high or low ?

A,- Low.

Q*- Thepe were about how many houses in that caap ?

A.- Sprie have 7-m partitions, some have 4 partitions and dome
have 3 partitions.

Q*- How nayy houses ?
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We took of? our shoes and left then hone.

Was that comp close to a river ?

Very close, at a distance of around 20 meters.

The river was- in the Northern or Southern direction ?

It was in the western direction.

The river was in the western direction ?

Yes.

Did the water in the river flow or it remained stagnant ?
It was flowing.

It was flowing towards the Northern* Southern or ¢astern di-

rection ? | " \
It was flowing towards the eastern direction.

llov many days did you spend there before they liberated you ?

15 days.

You spent all those 15 days in that camp ?

Yes.

¢he other people did not fall sick ?

Ho, but if they fell sick they jalso stayed In the camp and
had medicines.

Did you hear about another group of around 140-150 m$n,v;ho
were splitted into small groups,and trusted to various
families of the local people,so that those families could
manage them,and watch over them ?

Yes, there was a group of more than one hundred people who
went to work at Binh Chat.

as that group a different group ?
That was a different group, ¢hen 1 left that group arrived.
Then they went to BInh Chat to work the day before the day
1 left.
How many other people remained there ?
Those who fTell sick remained there.
The other 100 people also remained there ?
Yes, those 100 people also stayed there.
Then, your group consisted of 150 people.”,

100 people.

Your 100 people and the group of 150 people were two different

groups ? A v, "
—26—












1.- According to you, among the people v/o wev. captured and
liberated like you, do you feel that any of them could
be entrusted with d mission by the enemy or not ?

A,- They did not give any of us any mission; they only said that
upon returning to our places, we must not re-join the army.
But, they told us that they want us to work hard to earn
our living, tf they haopen to catch us-again as soldiers,
they will punish us.

q-- On your way home were you shelled or bombed by our forces ?

Q-- You went home in daytime or night time ?

A.- .at in day time but when the lands« . too clear,
we wont by night.

<l "hen the site was clear you went by night ?

A.- Yea, If the situation seemed critical they compelled us to
run; at about a few clicks from our home places they told us
to run.

g- ~ Nhile they took our prisoners back to this side of tho
Ben llai, did they took them through villages out there ?

A.- Yes, they did, and we met.with people living in those village

Q#- Bid the people in those villages come out to insult our
soldiers.? 1i;; -°

A_.- Bo, but after we crossed the Ben liai river, they seemed to
have pity of the people. Vhile in the North they were vary
cold and did not say anything*

Q,,—- Is the Uorth*, on the other side oh the 3en Hai, how did you
like the why living of people overthere ? >

A*- life was very hard there. Thera were not much food because
everything.were sold by lists and tickets and people could
buy only a limited amount.When they sold some thing, they
registered such thing in their books.

Q.- Did you see many peepi« children there ?

A_- No, very Tew children.

r. - What age ? IT you saw them, to what class of age they belong?

A.- 4-p years old. 1 did not see any l-year old or newborn,

Q.- Did you sco any youth ?

-28-












A_- They said that our troops canc to Ffight them but they v;o,
in Hue and at Quang Tri. They said the price of a bowl of
salt was 5005 and one hundred kilos of rice costed some
150001 or 250001.

.- They told you so ?

An— .

.- They talked to you.about that or they turned on the radio
to let you hear ?

A*- They spoke to us as we talk to each other. They said they\
wanted to take Hue but were afriid too many of our peoole
would die. The people were jnixed with the troops so they
could not get Hue. After the civilians were all gone, they
wo Id take hue.

q-- When you went bach, and forth, did you sec any tank ?

A.- Yes, 1 did. but not many of then. At some places 1 saw two,
three, or five; at aone fcther places 1 caw 7 of then.

Were those tHanks ?
Yoe.

Q.- How about the Molotova trucks ?

A.- Only one or two. There were lot of tanks on the Ho Chi Miah
trail. 1 did not count so I did not know, but there were
many tanks there.

Q.- The tanks ?

A_- Yes.

You met many of them ?

A.- many of then on the Ho Chi Mink trail.

Have you seen many tanks that were still operating ?

A.- 1 saw two or three of them.

.— ere there any troops behind them ?

A.- fo, their tanks had no. troops behind; they only carr*
weapons and ammunitions.

Q- - Carjglng weapons and ammunitions were,the Molotova trucks ?
The &-wheel-trucks ?

A,- lea.

g-- V¥ groups of one or tww ? They went by daytiie or nightime ?

A_- By night time because in daytime the ailrcraft stopped them..

q--"M?as that on the-Ho Chi Minh trail ?

A.- Yes. The other roads were. Constantly“harassed by the air-
craft. Sometimes they could not have supplies.- ana ha
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rice to oat. They had to eat Ilanioc three consecutive days.

A.-
0..-
A.-
Q__

A*—

A.-
C>-
A,«

What was their reaction whenever the aircraft came ?
Everybody lay in the camp.by their orders.

What did they rc-act to fight back the aircraft ?

They fTired at the aircraft with their AK"s.

Did you see or hear bigger guns or explosions caused by their
rockets =

lio*

When they took you out there, it took you andthem a long
time, but when they liberated you, from that station to this
side, how long did it take you ?

I started to return on the 17th and arrived on the 20th.
That-is-$c-lay it took you only three days ?

Yes®, three days and two nights.






