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V I. M ISC ELLA N EO U S.

1. L e t 's  ta lk  ab o u t th e  l a t e s t  (p o li tic a l)  d e v e lo p m e n ts . W hile  in  NVN, 

d id  you know  m u c h  ab o u t R u s s ia  and  C o m m u n is t C h in a?

I d id n 't  know v e ry  m u c h  abou t R u s s ia  an d  C o m m u n is t C h in a , 

th e  tw o b ig  s o c ia l i s t  c o u n tr ie s .  M y know ledge a b o u t th e m  w as r a ­

th e r  s u p e r f ic ia l .

2. W hat d id  you know ab o u t th e m ?

T h e  S o v ie t U nion  an d  th e  P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic  o f C h in a  a r e  o u r 

tw o b ig  a l l i e s .  A lthough  th e  tw o a r e  c u r r e n t ly  in v o lv e d  in  a  r i f t  

th a t  d iv id e s  th e m , th e y  s tro n g ly  b a c k  NVN in  i ts  an ti-U S  w a r  in  

SVN and  b o th  h av e  p o u re d  s u b s ta n t ia l  m i l i t a r y ,  and  e co n o m ic  a id  

and  g iv en  p o l i t ic a l  and  d ip lo m a tic  s u p p o r t  to  NVN.

3. In  y o u r  o p in io n , w h a t is  C h in a 's  a tt i tu d e  to w a rd s  NVN?

In  th e  p a s t ,  C h in a  h ad  th ro w n  fu l l  m i l i t a r y ,  p o l i t ic a l  and  

eco n o m ic  s u p p o r t  b eh in d  NVN. B u t s in c e  th e  S in o -S o v ie t c o n f lic t, 

NVN h a s  b e e n  c a r e f u l  to  m a in ta in  a  n e u t r a l  s ta n d  in  th is  s p l i t ,  s i ­

d ing w ith  n e i th e r  s id e . T h is  p o lic y  h a s  so m ew h a t d is p le a s e d  C h in a , 

and  th e  r e s u l t  i s ,  to d a y , C h in e se  a id  to  NVN is  g r e a t ly  re d u c e d .

4 . W hich  a id  s p e c if ic a l ly  h a s  b e en  re d u c e d ?

B o th  m i l i t a r y  and  eco n o m ic  a id .

5. W hat ab o u t th e  S o v ie t U n io n 's  a tt i tu d e  to w a rd s  NVN?

O v e r th e  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  S o v ie t a id  to  NVN on th e  c o n tr a r y ,
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h a s  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  in c e e a s e d  c o m p a re d  to  th e  p a s t .

6. W hat d id  you  th in k  of C h in a  a d m is s io n  in to  th e  UN?

I knew  n o th in g  ab o u t th is .

7. D id you know an y th in g  ab o u t th e  f r ie n d ly  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw een  th e  

S ov ie t U nion  an d  th e  US?

- I knew  th a t  th e s e  tw o c o u n tr ie s  m a in ta in  d ip lo m a tic  r e l a t i ­

ons on a m b a s s a d o r ia l  le v e l .

8. W hat ab o u t S in o -S o v ie t r e la t io n s ?

T he only  th in g  I knew  w as d eep  d if f e r e n c e s  s e p a r a te  th e s e  

tw o c o u n tr ie s .

9. W hat d id  you le a r n  ab o u t U S -C h in e se  r e la t io n s ?

-  I w as  liv in g  in  th e  ju n g le  th e n , an d  d id n 't  h av e  a c c e s s  to  in ­

fo rm a tio n  on w h a t w as going  on in  th e  o u ts id e  w o r ld , so , I d id n 't  

know an y th in g .

10. D id you  e v e r  m a k e  a  c o m p a r is o n  b e tw een  th e  S o v ie t U nion and  th e  

US?

In  m y  o p in io n , i f  a  c o m p a r is o n  m u s t  be m a d e , th e s e  two 

p o w e rs  a r e  e q u a l m i l i t a r i ly  sp ea k in g .

11. W hat ab o u t C h in a  and th e  US?

In  m y  o p in io n , th e  th r e e  n a tio n s  - -  C h ina , th e  USSR, and 

th e  US - -  a r e  th e  w o r ld 's  th r e e  m a jo r  p o w e rs . T h e ir  m i l i t a r y
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s tr e n g th  and  p o p u la tio n  a r e  m o re  o r  l e s s  eq u a l.

12. D eep in s id e  you , a r e  you m o re  on  R u s s ia 's  o r  C h in a 's  s id e ?

I a m  on  R u s s ia 's  s id e . I m u s t  a d m it th a t  in  th e  beg in n in g  

w e h a v e  r e c e iv e d  im p o r ta n t  a id  f ro m  C h in a . We h av e  b u ilt  o u r 

ro a d s ,  b r id g e s ,  e tc .  , w ith  C h ina  te c h n o lo g y  and  m o n ey . B u t 

w hen  th e  S in o -R u s s ia n  c o n f lic t  b ro k e  o u t and  NVN re fu s e d  to  

ta k e  s id e  and  g e t in v o lv e d  in  i t ,  C h in a  d e c id e d  to  p u ll  b a c k  i t s  

p e r s o n n e l  in  NVN.

13. A re  y ou  a b so lu te ly  s u r e  o f th e s e  fa c ts  o r  a r e  yo u  on ly  m ak in g  

s p e c u la tio n s ?

A nybody know s th a t  C h in a  w as g r e a t ly  d is s a t i s f ie d  w ith  

N V N 's u n c o m m itte d  a tt i tu d e . A c tu a lly , C h in a  in te r p r e te d  th is  

n e u t r a l  s ta n d  a s  f a v o ra b le  to  R u s s ia ,  and  as  a  r e s u l t ,  d e c id e d  

to  p u ll  b a c k  p a r t  o f i t s  p e r s o n n e l  in  NVN.

14. I s  th is  a  g e n e r a l  v iew ?

Y e s , i t  i s .

15. W hat m a k e s  you  s a y  so?

F i r s t - h a n d  e x p e r ie n c e s .  T h e re  is  no o th e r  w ay  to  l e a r n  

ab o u t w h a t w as going on.

16. W hat ab o u t le a rn in g  th in g s  f r o m  th e  p r e s s  and  ra d io ?

In  NVN, w h a t one le a r n s  f ro m  th e  p r e s s  and  th e  ra d io  is
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v e ry  s u p e r f ic ia l  and  g e n e r a l .  M o st of th e  t im e  one can n o t m a k e  

out w h a t is  r e a l ly  going on . T h is  is  th e  r e a s o n  w hy I  n e v e r  r e ly  

on th e s e  m e d ia  to  l e a r n  ab o u t th in g s .

17. In  y o u r  op in io n  w h ich  s id e  d id  NVN s u p p o r t  in  th e  S in o -S o v ie t 

b o r d e r  c o n f lic t?

N e ith e r .  NVN k e p t a  n e u t r a l  a tt i tu d e  in  th is  c o n f lic t a v o id ­

ing  to  s u p p o r t  e i th e r  s id e .

18. W hich  s id e  w e re  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f NVN to p  le a d e r s  on?

T h ey  d id  e v e ry th in g  th e y  cou ld  to  s ta y  ou t of th e  c o n flic t. 

T h ey  w ould  t r y  to  be f a i r  th o u g h . T h ey  w ould  p r a i s e  th e  s id e  

d e s e rv in g  p r a i s e s ,  and  d is a p p ro v e  th e  one w ith  s h o r tc o m in g s . 

T h is  w as th e  g e n e r a l  a t t i tu d e  w ith in  th e  P a r ty .

19. W hat ab o u t th e  young g e n e ra tio n ?  W e re  th e y  p r o - R u s s ia n  o r  p r o -  

C h in e se ?

On th e  w h o le , NVN y o u th  w e re  p r o - R u s s ia n  b e c a u s e  th ey  

fe l t  th e  USSR h a d  c lo s e r  d ip lo m a tic  r e la t io n s  w ith  NVN and  h ad  

g iv en  NVN m o re  a id  th a n  C h in a . In  o th e r  w o rd s , R u s s ia  h a s  

g r e a t e r  c o n c e rn  fo r  NVN th a n  C h in a .

20. W hat do you  m e a n  by th is ?

R u s s ia n  a id  to  NVN is  n o t on ly  m o re  s u b s ta n t ia l ,  i t  is  a lso  

g iv en  w ith o u t s t r in g s  a tta c h e d . T h is  is  n o t th e  c a s e  w ith  C h in e se
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a s s i s ta n c e .  I t  i s  s m a l le r ,  and  v e ry  o ften , i t  is  m a d e  w ith  c o n ­

d itio n s  .

21. D id R u s s ia  and  C h in a  c o m p e te  fo r  in f lu e n c e  in  NVN?

- Y e s , c le a r ly  so a s  s e e n  in  v a r io u s  in c id e n ts .  F o r  e x a m p le , 

th e r e  i s  a  lo t  o f c o m p e titio n  b e tw een  R u s s ia n  and  C h in e se  a d v is o r s .  

So m u c h  so th a t  w h e n e v e r  R u s s ia n  and  C h in e se  v i s i to r s  w e re  in  NVN 

fo r  so m e  o f f ic ia l  fu n c tio n , th e  NVN a u th o r i t ie s  w ould  be a t  p a in s  

e n su r in g  th a t  R u s s ia n  and  C h in e se  p a th s  n e v e r  c r o s s .

22. W as th e r e  any  u n p le a s a n t  in c id e n t in v o lv in g  R u s s ia n  and  C h in e se  

p e r s o n n e l  in  NVN?

Y e s , o n e . O nce a  R u s s ia n  a d v is o r  in  NVN ro d e  in  a  J e e p  

w ith  a  V ie tn a m e s e  d r iv e r  a t  th e  w h e e l. W hen th e  c a r  c a m e  n e a r  

to  a  C o m m u n is t C h in e se  u n i t 's  b a s e  a r e a ,  i t  w as  s to p p ed  and  C h i­

n e se  g u a rd s  s u r ro u n d e d  i t  re a d y  to  h u r t  th e  R u s s ia n . F o r tu n a te ly  

NVN p o lic e m e n  in te rv e n e d  in  t im e  to  a v o id  w h a t w ou ld  h a v e  o th e r ­

w is e  b e e n  a  r e g r e t ta b le  in c id e n t.

23. W hen d id  th is  in c id e n t h a p p en ?

In  1967, in  L an g  Son.

24. T h is  w as in  y o u r  p ro v in c e . D id any  s im i la r  in c id e n t ta k e  p la c e  in  

H ano i?

I d o n 't  know .
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25. W hat a b o u t th e  w o rk in g  c la s s  p e o p le?  W ere  th e y  m o r e  p r o - R u s s ia n  

o r  p ro - C h in e s e ?

Judg ing  by w h a t I saw , th e y  w e re  m o re  p r o - R u s s ia n  to o .

26. Why do yo u  th in k s b ?

F o r  th e  s a m e  r e a s o n s  a s  I s a id  ab o v e .

27. W hile  in  NVN, d id  you  a tte n d  p o l i t ic a l  s tu d ie s  on  th e  P a r i s  p e a c e  

ta lk s  ?

P e r s o n a l ly ,  I d id n 't  a t te n d  any  su c h  s tu d ie s .

28. D id  yo u  a tte n d  any  s e s s io n s  to  d is c u s s  ab o u t th e  P a r i s  p e a c e  ta lk s  

a t  y o u r  ag en cy ?

B r ie f  m e n tio n  w as m a d e  ab o u t th e  m e e tin g  of d e le g a te s  a t  

th e  c o n fe re n c e  ta b le  and  w h a t h a d  b e e n  a c h ie v e d , t h a t 's  a b o u t a l l .

29. W hat w as th e  p u rp o s e  o f th e s e  b r ie f in g s ?

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  p u rp o s e s  o n ly . We w e re  to ld  how  f a r  th e  

ta lk s  h a d  p ro c e e d e d , how  in  v iew  of th e  p a r t i e s '  (u n c o m p ro m is in g ) 

a tt i tu d e , th e  n e g o tia tio n s  w e re  t ie d  in  a d e a d lo c k , and  th e r e f o r e ,  

p ro s p e c ts  fo r  a n e g o tia te d  s e t t le m e n t  w e re  n i l .

30. W hat s o lu tio n  d id  y o u r  c a d r e s  o ffe r?

In  t h e i r  v iew , th e r e  w as  no o th e r  a l te r n a t iv e  to  th e  s e tt in g  

up o f a s o c ia l i s t  re g im e  in  SVN. To do th is ,  th e  T h ieu  re g im e  

w ould  h av e  to  be e l im in a te d . T h ey  s a id  th e  new  g o v e rn m e n t fo r
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SYN w ou ld  be p a t te rn e d  on th e  N o r th  V ie tn a m e s e  c o m m u n is t  r e g im e .

31. To a c h ie v e  th is  g o a l, w h a t d id  th e y  say  sh o u ld  be done?  W hich 

c o u rs e  of a c tio n  sh o u ld  be ta k e n : p o l i t ic a l  s t ru g g le  o r  w a r?

A c c o rd in g  to  o u r  c a d r e s ,  to  a c h ie v e  th e  g o a l s e t  by th e  P a r ty , 

i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  r e s o r t  to  th e  u s e  of m i l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  and  so , w a r  

is  th e  on ly  so und  c o u rs e  of a c tio n  s in c e  p o l i t ic a l  n e g o tia tio n s  w ould  

g e t to  n o w h e re .

32. W ere  s tu d y  s e s s io n s  h e ld  on  th e  t r a i l  to  k eep  yo u  in fo rm e d  on d e v e ­

lo p m e n ts  a t  th e  p e a c e  ta lk s  c o n fe re n c e ?

N o. Now and  th e n , a s  a  m e e tin g  w as in  p r o c e s s  in  P a r i s ,  

o u r c a d r e s  in fo rm e d  us ab o u t i t ,  re p e a tin g  w h a t h a d  a lr e a d y  b een  

s a id , n a m e ly , th a t  th e  p a r t i e s  w e re  e n ta n g le d  in  a  d e a d lo c k  and  

th e r e  w as no p r o s p e c t  fo r  a  b re a k th ro u g h .

33. W hat d id  you th in k  of th is  in fo rm a tio n ?

-  I b e lie v e d  i t .  I w as  co n v in ced  th a t  s in c e  e a c h  p a r ty  (to th e  

ta lk s )  s tu c k  to  i t s  s ta n d , n e i th e r  w an tin g  to  y ie ld  to  th e  o th e r s ,  th e  

ta lk s  w e re  u s e le s s .  B e fo re  m y  co m in g  o v e r  to  th is  s id e , I  w as v e ry  

im b u ed  w ith  c o m m u n ism , an d  b e lie v e d  a lm o s t  an y th in g  th e  c a d re s  

s a id .

34. D id you  s t i l l  b e lie v e  y o u r  c a d r e s  a f te r  going th ro u g h  th e  h a rd s h ip s  

on th e  t r a i l  and e x p e r ie n c in g  w a r  r e a l i t i e s  (in  SYN)?
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N o, I  no lo n g e r  b e lie v e d  th e m  a f te r  th a t .

35. "What d id  you  b e lie v e  th e n ?

N ot c e r ta in ly  o u r  c a d r e s '  w o rd s . H o w ev e r, i f  r e p o r t s  o f 

v ic to r ie s  w e re  b a c k e d  by  c o n c r e te  p ro o fs  su c h  a s  th e  c a s e  w ith  

o u r  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s e s  in  South  E a s te r n  L a o s ,  I  w as re a d y  to  

a c c e p t th e m . In d e e d , a t  th e  t im e ,  P O W 's  c a p tu re d  in  L a o s  w e re  

e x h ib ite d . I b e lie v e d  w e d id  v e ry  w e ll in  L a o s .

36. W hat d id  y o u r  c a d r e s  t e l l  yo u  ab o u t th e  E ig h t-P o in t  P e a c e  P la n  

ad v an c e d  by th e  tw o g o v e rn m e n ts  of th e  RVN an d  th e  US on 26 

J a n u a ry  1972?

T h ey  d id n ’t  say  an y th in g  ab o u t th i s .

37. Do you know  w e ll ab o u t any  o f th e  p r e s e n t  R u s s ia n , C h in e se  o r  

A m e r ic a n  l e a d e r s ?

I on ly  know ab o u t th e  to p  l e a d e r s .

38. W ho, fo r  in s ta n c e ?

F o r  in s ta n c e ,  th e  US p r e s id e n t ,  M r . N ix o n , P r e m i e r  K o s s i-  

gyn and  C h in a 's  C h a irm a n  M ao T s e - tu n g .

39. Do you know  an y th in g  ab o u t C h o u -E n -L a i  and  L iu  S h a o -c h i?

L iu  S h a o -c h i w as  C h in a ’s f o r m e r  V ic e - p r e s id e n t  (s ic ) and  

C hou E n - la i  C h in a 's  P r im e  M in is te r .

40 . Do th e  o th e r  m e n  in  y o u r  u n it  know  an y th in g  ab o u t th e s e  le a d e r s ?
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A lo t  of NYN p e o p le  a r e  f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e s e  w o r ld  le a d e r s  

b e c a u s e  t h e i r  p ic tu r e s  o fte n  a p p e a r  in  th e  NVN p r e s s .

41. W ould you be a b le  to  re c o g n iz e  th e m  on p ic tu r e s ?

Y e s , s u r e .  E v en  p e o p le  who n e v e r  r e a d  n e w sp a p e rs  w ould  

b e c a u s e  p ic tu r e s  o f C o m m u n is t l e a d e r s  a r e  o fte n  s e e n  on p o s te r s  

a t e v e ry  w ay s ta t io n .

42 . W hat do yo u  th in k  of N ixon  sh ak in g  h an d s  w ith  M ao T s e - tu n g ?

To m e , th e  f a c t  th a t  N ixon  and  M ao a r e  sh ak in g  h an d s m e a n s  

th a t  th e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  ra p p ro c h e m e n t  b e tw ee n  th e i r  tw o c o u n tr ie s  

w ith  th e  v iew  o f fin d in g  a  p o l i t ic a l  so lu tio n  to  p e a c e fu l c o e x is te n c e  

b e tw ee n  th e  tw o n a tio n s .

43 . Do you  th in k  th e  U S -C h in a  ra p p ro c h e m e n t  w il l  b e n e f it  o r  h u r t  NYN?

I t  w ill  g r e a t ly  h u r t  NVN. A t a t im e  w hen  th e  NVN g o v e rn ­

m e n t d e m an d s  th a t  th e  NVN p e o p le  m a k e  g r e a t e r  s e c r i f i c e s  and  

sen d  m o r e  m e n  to  f ig h t th e  US im p e r ia l i s t s ,  th e  U S -C h in a  r a p p r o ­

c h e m e n t i s  l ik e  a  s ta b  in  th e  NVN p e o p le 's  b a c k . On th e  o th e r  han d , 

a lth o u g h  th e  P a r i s  p e a c e  ta lk s  a r e  s t i l l  on, th e  P a r ty  h a s  an n o u n ced  

th a t  th ey  w il l  n o t b r in g  any  r e s u l t ,  and  th a t  on ly  th e  u s e  of fo r c e  w ill  

h e lp  w in  th e  w a r .  In  v iew  o f su c h  b e l l ig e r e n t  s ta n d  f r o m  th e  P a r ty ,  

th e  U S -C h in a  e n te n te , th e  g o a l o f w h ich  i s  to  h e lp  r e s t o r e  p e a c e , is  

d i r e c t ly  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  P a r t y 's  o b je c t iv e s . A s a  r e s u l t ,  fa ith  in



r¡ o !

o:. . . r

i . . c. ?.

. - C i. '

r _

,0 . o •

1 .

-i- - L ’» -J

£.L

i

* - O i

í - . , i.



-  10 -

th e  P a r ty  is  g r e a t ly  s h a t te r e d .

48 . Do you th in k  th e  U S -C h in a  ra p p ro c h e m e n t w ill  r e s u l t  in  d isu n ity  

w ith in  th e  c o m m u n is t c am p ?

-  Y e s , i t  c e r ta in ly  w il l .  F o r  one th in g , th e  L ao  Dong P a r ty  

d o es  n o t a p p ro v e  o f th is  new  v e n tu re ,  and  th e  S o v ie t U nion  h a s  

a lr e a d y  v io le n tly  a tta c k e d  C h in a  fo r  i t s  new  s ta n d .

49 . W hat d id  y o u r  c a d r e s  t e l l  yo u  abou t th e s e  new  w o r ld  d e v e lo p m e n ts . 

W hat e x p la n a tio n s  d id  th e y  g iv e?

T h ey  d id n 't  u t t e r  a  w o rd  on th is  to p ic . T h ey  knew  th a t  a  d i s ­

c u s s io n  on new  w o r ld  d e v e lo p m e n ts  w il l  c e r ta in ly  a d v e r s e ly  a ffe c t

th e  t r o o p s ' m o r a le .



4 ■

* í :,

c r


