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IV. THE INFILTRATION TRIP

Did you know the nam es of the p la c e s  you w ent by during your in ­

filtra tio n  tr ip ?

Y e s , w e w ere  to ld  the nam e of e v er y  p la ce  w e tr a v e lle d  by. 

Who to ld  you?

P eo p le  at the w ay s ta tio n s .

W hile m arch ing on the T r a il, did you ev er  tr y  to  fig u re  out how  

far you had a lread y  m arch ed ?  If so , how?

I knew ev ery  p la ce  w e reach ed  a fter  hours of m a rch . But 

I n ev er  tr ie d  to fig u re  out how far  w e had a lrea d y  tr a v e lle d .

W here did you s e t  off for  th e tr ip ?  What route did you follow ?

-  We s ta r ted  off fro m  B ac Giang by tra in . In V inh, w e chang­

ed to boats then to tru ck s to  g et to Quang B inh. T hen w e began the  

m arch  on foot a ll  the w ay down to SVN. We a rr iv ed  in  T ay N inh in  

June.

How m any tru ck s did your group have for  part of your tr ip  south?

We w ere  tru ck ed  a ll  the w ay from  Ha Tinh to Quang B inh . 

The tr ip  by tru ck  la s te d  one day and one n ight. The 350 m en  in  

our group w ere  sp lit  up in to  s m a ll  groups of 16 m en  fo r  the ride  

on tru ck s .

W here did th e se  v e h ic le s  com e from ? What type w e r e  they?

They w e re  tru ck s and p a ssen g er  b u ses  sen t by the D efen se
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M in istry .

7. During the m a rch , w as your group ev er  bom bed or sh e lled ?  If so , 

did it su ffer  any c a su a lt ie s?

When w e a rr iv ed  at our a sse m b ly  a rea  in  the South, our group  

w as sh o rt o f 50 m en . T h ese  m en  had been  le ft  behind at v a r io u s way  

s ta tio n s . A long the T r a il th ey  had m a la r ia , and couldn't continue the  

m arch .

8. Did anyone d e se r t  back  to NVN?

- N one in  m y unit did.

9. B efo re  your d ep artu re , did you know how long the tr ip  w ould take  

you?

The ca d res  didn't in form  us but w e reckon ed  that the tr ip  

m igh t take us s ix  m on th s. A s it  turned  out, the tr ip  did take us 

s ix  m on ths.

10. B efo re  lea v in g  for  the South did you know the unit you would be 

a ss ig n ed  to as re in fo rcem en t?  Did you know w hen you'd be o p era ­

ting in  L a o s , C am bodia or SVN?

A ll I knew w as I w ould be a ss ig n ed  as a re in fo rcem en t to a 

unit operating  in SVN.

11. Who to ld  you so?

I lea rn ed  o f m y fu ture a ss ig n m en t in  SVN in  a study s e s s io n
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on the w ar s itu a tion  in  g e n e ra l, and on p o lic ie s  in  SVN.

12. B efo re  the tr ip , did you know h eavy  fighting w as going on in the  

South?

I didn't know ev ery  d e ta il. I knew, h o w ever, that heavy  

fighting w as going on.

13. What w e r e  you to ld  ex a ctly  about action  in the South?

We w ere  to ld  that as w e w ould be fighting a g a in st US tr o o p s , 

w e should ex p ect h eavy  action . It w as sa id  w e'd  be exp osed  to 

strong m ilita r y  p r e s s u r e  and w e'd  undergo h a rd sh ip s. That w as 

broad ly  w hat w e'd  been  to ld .

14. Who to ld  you?

The u n it's  com pany c a d r es .

15. Who did you m e e t on the in filtra tio n  T ra il?

Nobody at a ll.

16. On the T r a il, did you ev er  ex p er ien ce  starvation ?

We w ould rea ch  a supply sta tio n  a fter  ev er y  3 - to -5  days of 

m a rch . At th ese  sta tio n s our food su p p lies  w e r e  rep len ish ed , and 

so , th ere  w as no q u estio n  o f running out o f  food on the T ra il.

17. W hich w as the m o st d ifficu lt and dangerous part of the trip?

The tr ip  a c r o s s  L a o s w as the m o st arduous.

18. What did you fea r  m o st  on the Trail?
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Nothing in  p a r ticu la r .

19. What m ad e you f e e l  so  confident?

Sim ply b eca u se  th ere  w a sn 't any r ea so n  to f e e l  ap p reh en sive  

s in c e  the tr ip  w ent on sm ooth ly . We w e re  n e ith er  bom bed nor s h e l l ­

ed. The only tim e  w e fe lt  our cou rage m igh t have fa iled  us w as w hen  

w e w ere  m arch ing in  L a o s . A s I sa id , the m a rch  b ecam e r e a lly  a r ­

duous. We had to c lim b up h igh  s lo p e s , go through th ick  ju n g les , 

m arch  in  a hot sun and su ffer  th ir s t  b eca u se  of low  w ater  su p p lie s . 

T his w as the m o st  d ifficu lt part o f the tr ip . A part fro m  that, w e  

w ere  n ev er  th reaten ed  by a ir  or a r t il le r y  a tta ck s.

20. What did your c o m r a d e -in -a r m s  fe a r  m o st  during the in filtra tio n  

tr ip?

N othing.

21. Was your unit e v e r  d etec ted  and attacked  by a ircra ft?

No, n ev er .

22. Was d isc ip lin e  v e r y  s tr ic t  during the tr ip ?  Did anyone throw  away  

h is w eapon, am m o supply or o th er th ings to a lle v ia te  h is load?

Som e m en  got rid  of th e ir  ex tra  p a ir  o f sh o e s , a n d /o r  other  

u n n e ce ssa r y  th in g s. Nobody th rew  away h is  p rec io u s  r ic e  supply.

23. How m uch did a m an ca rry  on h is  back  during the tr ip  south?

-  An a v era g e  o f 25 k ilo s .
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24. P le a s e  sa y  how you fe lt  b e fo re , during and a fter  the tr ip ?

F ro m  the m om en t I le f t  for  the in filtra tio n  tr ip  to the day I 

a rr iv ed  in Tay Ninh, m y m o ra le  rem ain ed  u n a ltered . I didn't fe e l  

e ith er  o v e re x c ite d  or so  fru stra ted  as to th ink o f evading m y duties  

at the s e r v ic e  o f the revo lu tion . I rem ain ed  ca lm  throughout the  

w hole p er io d . A fter  w e got to the fro n tlin e , m y fighting sp ir it  

w ent v e ry  h igh  up and I w as looking forw ard  to going to  com bat as 

soon  as  p o s s ib le . I w as con v in ced  that I'd figh t w e ll, and indeed  

I did. H ow ever, a fter  I caught m a la r ia  m y p h y sic a l condition  qu ick­

ly  d e ter io ra ted  and m y m o r a le  w as som ew h at a ffec ted . Subsequently  

after  two m onths o f m e d ic a l c a re  in  a h o sp ita l, I w ent back  to m y a c ­

tiv e  duty m o r a lly  r ec o v e re d , although p h y s ic a lly  w eakened . Indeed, 

back  from  the h o sp ita l m y com bat s p ir it  w as as h igh  as could be. I 

w as no l e s s  w illin g  to endure h a rd sh ip s. B ec a u se  o f m y good m o r a le , 

I n ev er  fa iled  to  fu lfill m y a ss ig n m e n ts . It i s  tru e  it  hadn't been  a l ­

w ays e a sy  fo r  m e to do so from  one b attlefron t to another. M any a 

tim e , the h a rsh  liv in g  conditions and the la c k  o f su p p lies  a lm o st  

d isco u ra g ed  m e . H ow ever, I n ev er  le t  th o se  th ings g et the b etter  

of m e . In R ach G ia w h ere I w as su b seq u en tly  a ss ig n ed , I found 

liv in g  conditions in  that a rea  m uch b e tter  than in  the p la c e s  I had  

been  b e fo re . H ere , not only did w e have low  le v e l  o f action , but
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w e a lso  had m o re  reg u la r  su p p lie s . During that p er io d , I fe lt  as 

confident as I did w hen I le f t  NVN for  the tr ip  south . My m o ra le  

rem ain ed  h igh  until the tim e  I m ade plans to com e out to ra lly .

25. Now p le a se  te l l  m e  about the m o ra le  of the m en  in  your in f iltr a ­

tion  unit b e fo re , during and a fter  the tr ip ?

The long and exhaustin g  m a rch  on the T r a il through jungle  

and a c r o s s  m ountains d em o ra lized  m any a m an . M o reo v er , the  

con stan t th rea t fro m  the B -5 2 s  and, in  p a r ticu la r , the p ro sp ect  

of h eavy action  on the b a ttle fie ld  in SVN. The m en  often  e x p r e s ­

sed  th e ir  longing fo r  h om e, but n ev er  b eca u se  o f th is  did they  

fight and turn a g a in st th e ir  c a d r es .

26. What w as the p ercen ta g e  of so ld ie r s  longing for hom e?

-  My unit w as com p osed  uniquely o f N orth  V ie tn a m ese . E v e r y ­

m an in  the unit fe lt  m is s in g  hom e at one tim e  or another. It can  

be sa id  about 80 p ercen t o f us w ere  h o m es ic k .

27. Did your h o m es ic k n e ss  a ffec t your com bat sp ir it  in  any way?

The m en  tended to open th e ir  h ea rts  and confide in  each  other  

w h en ever th ey  fe lt  h o m esic k . At th o se  m om en ts m o re  than any 

oth er t im e  th ey  looked  forw ard  to the reu n ifica tio n  o f the country, 

so  they could  go back  to th e ir  fa m ilie s .

28. Did the m en 's  h o m e s ic k n e ss  a d v e r se ly  a ffec t th e ir  com bat ab ility?

-  6 -
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N o, it  didn't.

Did anything a d v e r se ly  a ffec t th e ir  com bat sp ir it?

No.

How could it  be? Su rely  the h ard sh ip s at the fron t, the death c a su ­

a lt ie s  m u st have had an im p a ct on the m en 's  m ind, don't you think?  

What a d v e r se ly  a ffected  your m o ra le  the m o st?

P e r so n a lly , I e a g er ly  c a rr ie d  out the job the P a rty  and m y  

unit en tru sted  m e , and did it  w e ll .  A s for  m y com bat sp ir it , it  

rem ain ed  h igh  fro m  the beginning to the end.

How m any m en  in  your in filtr a tio n  unit sa fe ly  reach ed  d estin ation  

in  SVN?

Of the 350 m en  in  m y group, 300 a rr iv ed  at d estin a tion .

F ifty  m en  had to  be le ft  behind b eca u se  o f m a la r ia .

Did your unit get r ep la cem en ts  to m ake up fo r  i t s  red u ced  stren gth ?  

-  A fter  your u n it's  a r r iv a l in  the South, did you rem a in  w ith  

your b atta lion , or w e re  you a ss ig n e d  to another unit?

Soon a fter  w e got to our a s se m b ly  a rea  in the South, a b at­

ta lion  operating  in  the South cam e to take us away to reb u ild  its  

n u m erica l stren gth . We a ll  w e re  a ss ig n ed  to var iou s units o p era t­

ing in  va r io u s a r e a s . Som e o f the ca d res  who had com e w ith  us 

returned  to SYN to accom pany oth er tro o p s to  the South.
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33. W here w ere  you a ss ig n ed  to?

To Infantry B atta lion  H. 5.

34. What did you think of your new  unit a fter  you r a r r iv a l th ere?

Soon a fter  I got to m y new  unit I attended a b atta lion  b riefin g  

on the u n it's  com bat a ch iev em en ts  s in c e  its  a c tiv a tio n . What I w as 

to ld  m ade m e fe e l  v ery  proud of serv in g  in  i t s  ranks.

35. How w e re  you r e c e iv e d  by th is  new  u n it's  v e tera n  s o ld ie r s?  Did  

th ey  tr e a t  you w e ll?

I didn't f e e l  the n ew co m ers w e re  d iscr im in a ted  a g a in st. In 

fa c t, w e a ll w e re  trea ted  eq u ally . M o reo v er , b eca u se  w e w ere  

n ew co m ers  w e w ere  g iven  m o re  attention  than o ld t im e r s .

36. What w e re  you to ld  about the u n it's  com bat s u c c e s s e s ?  What b at­

t le s  w ere  you to ld  the unit won?

-  -Among oth er th ings I w as to ld  that one of the b a tta lion 's  co m ­

pan ies once ann ih ilated  a ROK com pany, and that our w hole batta­

l io n -s iz e d  unit once engaged  in  a battle  w hich  ended in  our v ic to ry  

after  w e had k illed  an en tire  US b atta lion .

37. W ere you to ld  anything about the f ie r c e  b a ttles  your unit had fought 

and the h ard sh ip s the m en  in  the unit had gone through so  as to g ive  

you an id ea  o f th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s  and p rep are  you for  the h a rsh  r e a l i ­

t ie s  of the w ar?
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Y e s , I w as to ld  about the h igh  le v e l  o f action  at the front our 

unit w as in  ch arge of. I w as to ld  a lo t o f th in g s, but don't now r e ­

m em b er  th em  a ll.

38. Did the know ledge o f the h igh  le v e l  o f action  in  your a rea  and the  

heavy death to l l  cau sed  by enem y bom bing and sh e llin g  have any 

im p a ct on your com bat sp ir it?

N o.

39. P le a s e  t e l l  m e about the com bat m o ra le  o f  the m en  in  your new  

unit. Take th em  by th e ir  s o c ia l background and age.

The youn ger m en  w ent into com bat w ith  g rea t en th u sia sm . 

O lder m en  w ith  big fa m ilie s  w ere  m o re  and m o re  a ffec ted  by 

h o m e s ic k n e s s . H ow ever, th ey  s t i l l  fought co u ra g eo u sly .

40 . Did the exp an sion  of the w ar to L a o s , C am bodia a ffec t your fig h t­

ing m o ra le?  Did it  a ffec t your co m ra d es' m o ra le?

-  No. A s the w ar has now expanded to  th re e  fro n ts  - -  L a o s , 

Cam bodia and SVN - -  en em y troop s a re  m o re  th in ly  sp read  out 

in s tea d  o f being con cen tra ted  in on ly  a few  a r ea s  as p r e v io u s ly . 

T his only m ak es th ings e a s ie r  fo r  u s .

41. But w ith  the w ar now raging on in  C am bodia and L a o s , the flow  

of su p p lies  from  NVN to COSVN is  d r a s t ic a lly  red u ced , and so  

th is should a d v e r se ly  a ffec t C om m u nist u n its , shouldn't it?
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The m o re  the w ar expands, the m o re  room  NVN has for m an ­

eu ver. A s fa r  as our unit w as con cern ed , as I sa id , w e w ere  an 

independent outfit w hich  r e c e iv e d  only o rd ers  fro m  the h igh  co m ­

m and. We c a r r ie d  out th o se  o rd ers  by coord inating  w ith  reg io n  

and zone u n its . The expansion  o f the w ar had no a d v e r se  e ffe c t  on 

the m o ra le  o f the m en  in  m y unit.

4 2 . You w e re  in ch arge o f r ea r  s e r v ic e ,  and th e r e fo r e , d idn’t take part 

in  f ie r c e  b a tt le s , and th is  i s  probably the rea so n  why you and o th ers  

in  your outfit had h igh  m o r a le , isn 't?

-  We w e re  a M ain F o r c e  unit. I m y s e lf  w as in  ch arge  o f the  

u n it's  r ea r  s e r v ic e .  W henever an o ffen siv e  d r ive  w as launched , 

w e a ll  w e re  com m itted  into action , and on m any o c c a s io n s , w e  

fought to counter the en em y 's  sw eep  o p era tio n s . When th is  hap­

pened, w e fought as co u ra g eo u sly  as any o th er  com bat unit.
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