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B . CO NSCRIPTIO N IN NVN

• a) G e n e r a lit ie s

- 1. H ow a re  NVN  you th s c a lle d  up fo r  th e ir  m il i ta r y  s e r v ic e  ?

1
- A  d ra ft n o tic e  i s  sen t to  th e ir  h om e a sk in g  th em  to  rep o rt  

fo r  m ili ta r y  s e r v ic e .
2 . Who se n d s  th em  th e ir  d ra ft n o t ic e s ,  lo c a l  a u th o r it ie s  o r  the  

D e fe n se  M in is tr y  ?
- D ra ft n o t ic e s  a re  p rep a red  at c e n tr a l le v e l  and sen t down  

fr o m  the p ro v in ce  to  the d is t r ic t  and to the v i l la g e .
3 . Who s ig n s  th e m  ?

- T h ey  a re  s ig n ed  by the C en tr a l C om m and  C o m m ittee  and  

se n t down th rou gh  lo c a l  p r o v in c e , d is t r ic t  and v il la g e  a g e n c ie s .
4 . W hen did y ou  r e c e iv e  y ou r  d ra ft n o t ic e  ? 

-  In J an u ary  1969.
5. W hat w a s y o u r  o ccu p a tio n  at that t im e  ?

• -  I w a s  doing  fa r m  w ork  in  m y  v il la g e  th en ,
6 . W ere y ou  w ork in g  for y o u r  fa m ily  o r  fo r  the c o o p e r a tiv e  ? 

- F o r  the c o o p e r a t iv e .
7 . How m u ch  land  did  you  h ave to  w ork  on ?

- I d id n 't own any land  of m y  ow n, and w a sn 't  g iv en  any
b y  the c o o p e r a t iv e . I w ork ed  a s  a fu ll  t im e  fa r m e r  fo r  the
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c o o p e r a tiv e  and w a s paid  in  paddy in  p ro p o rtio n  to the to ta l  
o f m a r k s  I'd  a c h ie v e d . T he h a r d e r  one w o rk ed , th e  h ig h e r  

m a rk  one w ou ld  h ave  a c h ie v e d  and th e  g r e a te r  the am ount o f 

paddy one w ou ld  ta k e  h o m e . A  fa r m e r  who had a ch iev e d  a 

to ta l  of 50 in  a m on th  w ould  tak e h om e 50k gs of paddy th at  

m on th .
8 . How w e r e  y o u r  fa m ily 's  l iv in g  co n d itio n s  b e fo r e  and a fte r  you  

jo in ed  the c o o p e r a tiv e  ?
- O ur l iv in g  co n d itio n s  r e m a in e d  u nchanged  a fte r  w e jo in ed  

the c o o p e r a t iv e , but a fte r  we jo in e d  w e had to  w o rk  h a r d e r  

and w e r e n 't  fr e e  to  w ork  a s  w e l ik e d .
9 . T o  go b ack  to  c o n sc r ip t io n  in  N V N . P le a s e  t e l l  m e , what 

w a s y ou r  in it ia l  r e a c t io n  on r e c e iv in g  y ou r  d ra ft n o tic e  ?
- I w a s v e r y  u p se t and co n c er n ed  about w hat w a s a w a itin g  

m e in  the a r m y . I f e lt  qu ite d e p r e s s e d  th en .
10. D id  y ou  m ak e any a ttem p t to  dodge the d raft ?

-  A c tu a lly , I did th ink  about i t ,  but I c a m e  to  r e a l iz e  that 

th e r e  w a s  no w ay  to  e s c a p e  i t .
11. Why ?

- I c o u ld n 't , fo r  in s ta n c e , s ta y  a t h om e in  th e  v il la g e  w ith out 

b ein g  a r r e s te d  and se n t o ff to  a r e fo r m a to r y  cam p  fo r  fa ilin g
to  rep o rt fo r  in d u ctio n .
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12. D id m an y  o th er  you th s th in k  of dodging  the d ra ft a s  y ou  did ?
- G e n er a lly  sp ea k in g , the m a jo r ity  o f y ou th s w ould  lik e  to  

dodge the d ra ft , but a s  I sa id , th e r e  w a s  no w ay  to  e s c a p e .
13. Y ou sa id  the m a jo r ity . Can you be m o r e  s p e c i f ic  and g iv e  a 

f ig u r e  ? Who w er e  the m en  w ho w ou ld  lik e  to  dodge the d ra ft ? 

What w ould  th e ir  s o c ia l  b ack grou n d  be ?
- G e n er a lly  sp ea k in g , a l l  d ra ft age m e n , in c lu d in g  c a d r e s , who  

w e r e  c a lle d  up w ou ld  lik e  to  dodge the d ra ft, but th e re  w a s  

n oth ing  th ey  cou ld  do.
14. Why w as it  im p o s s ib le  to  dodge the d ra ft ? W as it  b e c a u se  of 

the tig h t g o v ern m en t c o n tr o l ?
- Y e s ,  i t  w a s b e c a u se  of th e ir  tig h t c o n tr o l.

15. H ow w as th is  c o n tr o l e x e r c is e d  ? W as the c o n tr o l o v e r  the 

c iv i lia n  p op u la tion  a s  tig h t a s  th at a p p lied  in  the a r m y  ?
- It w as im p o s s ib le  to dodge th e d ra ft in  o r d e r  to  s ta y  h o m e , 
fo r  so o n e r  o r  la te r  the d ra ft d o d g er  w ou ld  be cau ght by th e  

a u th o r it ie s  and sen t to  a r e fo r m  ca m p .%
16. E a r l ie r  you  sa id  y ou  tr ie d  to  dodge the d raft but fa i le d , and 

in  the en d , rep o rted  fo r  in d u ctio n . W hat d id you  do th en  to  

dodge the d ra ft ?
- I in it ia l ly  thought of dodging the d ra ft , but I knew  I w ould  

c e r ta in ly  be a r r e s te d  i f  I w e r e  to re m a in  in  m y  v i l la g e ,



i

• .



4

and w ou ld  h ave to  fa c e  s e v e r e  d is c ip l in a r y  m e a s u r e s .  And 

so , I g ave up the id e a .
17. Why did  you  w ant to  dodge the d raft ?

- B e c a u s e  I d id n 't w ant to  go in to  the a rm y  and be se n t south  

to  fig h t and go th rou gh  h a r d sh ip s  and fa c e  d a n g ers  and d eath .
18. D id m an y  p eo p le  f e e l  th e sa m e ?

- G e n e r a lly  sp ea k in g , y e s .  T he m a jo r ity  of th e  r a n k -a n d -f ile  

fe lt  th e s a m e . So did our squad and p la to on  c a d r e s .
19. Why did  you  g iv e  up th e  id ea  o f d od gin g  the d ra ft in  the end  ?

- B e c a u s e  I r e a l iz e d  th at e v e r y o n e  w ould  h ave  to  jo in  the  

a rm y  so o n e r  o r  la t e r .  I w ou ld n 't h ave the ch an ce to  do o th e r 
w is e .  T h u s , w il ly  n i l ly ,  I had to  c o m p ly .

20 . What w e r e  y ou r  fe e l in g s  about jo in in g  th e a r m y  th en  ? D id you  

r eg a rd  it  a s  a m a n ife s ta t io n  o f p a tr io t is m  ?
, -  T o m e , p eo p le  jo in ed  th e a rm y  b e c a u se  th e y  w e r e  fo r c e d  to  

in  a v e r y  c le v e r  w a y . T h ey  d id n 't jo in  out o f p a tr io t is m .
M any w e r e  v e r y  m u ch  a g a in s t  i t ,  but th e r e  w a s n oth ing  th ey  

cou ld  do. A t th at t im e  a l l  m en  b e tw e e n  18 and 35 w ere  d ra fted  

u n le s s  th ey  e n lis te d  o f th e ir  own fr e e  w il l .
21. W as y o u r  w ife  happy about y ou r  jo in in g  the a rm y  ?

- N o , she w a sn 't .
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2 2 . And y o u r  fa m ily  ?
- M y fa m ily  d id n ’t w ant m e  to  le a v e  th e m  fo r  th e a r m y , but 

s in c e  ev e r y b o d y  e l s e  w a s jo in in g  the a r m y , th e r e  co u ld n ’t  be 

an e x c e p tio n  fo r  m e .
23 . W hat did y ou r  w ife  th ink  of y o u r  c o n sc r ip t io n  ?

-  She w a s v e r y  c o n c er n ed  about th e  h a r d sh ip s  I w ould  en d u re  

and w a s  a n x io u s about th e r is k  to m y  l i f e .  T hat w a s why she  

did not w ant m e  to  g o .
2 4 . W hat a d v ice  d id  she g iv e  you  b e fo r e  you  jo in ed  the a rm y  ?

-  She to ld  m e to  tr y  to  c a r r y  out m y  w ork  a s  b e s t  a s  I cou ld . 
She a ls o  sa id  I sh ou ld  find  w a y s  and m e a n s  to  s ta y  a liv e  so  

th a t on ce p ea c e  i s  r e s to r e d  we cou ld  b e r e u n ite d . She cau tion ed  

m e a g a in st en g a g in g  h ea d -o n  in  a f ie r c e  b a tt le  a g a in s t  th e  e n e m y  

b e c a u se  of th e r is k  of b e in g  k il le d  in  a c t io n  and the t e r r ib le  

p r o sp e c t  of our n e v e r  s e e in g  e a c h  o th er  a g a in . She w a s  r e a l ly  

u p se t  and m a d e  lo t s  o f c o m p la in ts .
2 5 . D id  sh e a d v is e  y ou  to  dodge th e d ra ft ?

-  Y e s ,  she d id , but I w a s a fra id  to  fo llo w  h e r  a d v ic e .
26 . Why ?

-  B e c a u s e  I knew  i t  w a s of no u se  fo r  m e  to  dodge th e d raft  

and go b a ck  to  our lo c a li ty  to  l iv e .  I w ou ld  c e r ta in ly  b e
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a r r e s te d  and sen t to  a reform cam p , and m y  fa m ily  w ould  

h ave to b e a r  the c o n s e q u e n c e s .
2 7 . D id n 't y ou r  fa m ily  ta k e  any s te p s  to  obta in  a d ra ft d e fer m e n t  

fo r  y o u  ?
- T h e r e  w a s  no ch an ce to  o b ta in  a d e fe r m e n t .

28. W as anyone you  k new  g iv e n  a d e fe r m e n t ?
- N o . T h e r e  s im p ly  w a s no d e fe r m e n t at a l l .  A ll  a b le -b o d ie d  

m en  fr o m  18 to  35 had to  do th e ir  m ili ta r y  s e r v ic e .
29 . W hat about p h y s ic a l ly  in c a p a c ita te d  o r  c r ip p le d  p eo p le  ?

-  Of c o u r s e ,  th e s e  p eo p le  d id n 't have to  fu lf i l  th e ir  m ili ta r y  

o b lig a tio n .
3 0 . A fte r  y o u r  in d u ction  and w h ile  you  w e r e  u n d erg o in g  tr a in in g  

did anyone tr y  to  ta lk  you  in to  d e s e r t in g  ?
-  W hile we w er e  u n d erg o in g  tr a in in g , so m e  of the g u y s who  

w e r e  w ith  m e ta lk ed  m e  in to  d e s e r t in g  fo r  h o m e , but I w a s  

to o  sc a r e d .
31. Who ta lk ed  you  in to  d e s e r t in g  fo r  h om e ?

-  Som e of the guys w ho w e r e  w ith  m e  w an ted  to  d e s e r t ,  and 

ask ed  m e to  co m e a lo n g  w ith  th e m , but I r e fu s e d , and la te r  th ey  

le f t  w ith ou t m e .
3 2 . D id  m a n y  d e s e r t  ? H ow  m any e x a c t ly  ?

-  A bout 40% of th e  n ew  r e c r u it s .
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3 3 . How old  w e r e  th e m a jo r ity  ? What w a s th e ir  s o c ia l  b a c k 
ground  ?
-  T he m a jo r ity  o f th em  w er e  m id d le  and p oor fa r m e r s  who  

had n ot m a d e it  in to  th e P a r t y .  M o st o f th e m  w e r e  b etw een
18 and 2 5 . A t th at t im e  th ey  d id n ’t h ave y o u th s fr o m  b o u r g e o is  

o r  la n d lo rd  fa m il ie s  in  th e a rm y  y e t .
3 4 . W ere th e d e s e r t e r s  la te r  cau ght and d is c ip l in e d  ?

-  Y e s ,  th e y  w e r e  cau ght and se n t to  th e r e fo r m  cam p .
3 5 . D id any of th em  sa fe ly  e s c a p e  ? Do y o u  know  w h ere  the  

r e fo r m  cam p  th e y  w e r e  se n t to  w as lo c a te d  ?
- N o , I d on ’t know .

3 6 . What w e r e  y o u r  fe e l in g s  w hen you  r e c e iv e d  th e  o rd e r  to  go sou th  ?
-  A c tu a lly , I f e l t  v e r y  e la te d  w hen  I r e c e iv e d  th e o r d e r  to  

go sou th .
3 7 . Why did  you  f e e l  e la te d  about go in g  south  w hen  in  the  

b eg in n in g  y ou  w an ted  to  dodge th e d raft b e c a u se  of the fe a r  

o f b e in g  sen t south  ? P le a s e  ex p la in  y o u r s e l f .
-  B e c a u s e  b y  th at t im e  one m ig h t a s  w e ll  sh ow  e x c ite m e n t  

and e n th u s ia sm  at le a v in g  and f e e l  co n fid en t in  the p u rp o se  

of our m is s io n ,  o th e r w ise  one w ould  a ttr a c t  th e c a d r e s ’ 
a tten tio n  and s u s p ic io n , and no good  cou ld  com e fr o m  th is .
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3 8 . What p ro p agan d a  did th e c a d r e s  m ak e fo r  you  to  f e e l  so  e la te d  

about go in g  south  ?
- T h ey  m o tiv a ted  the tr o o p s  due to  go south  by sa y in g  that 

p ea c e  w il l  be r e s to r e d  w ith in  a y e a r , th at SVN w il l  b e c o m 
p le te ly  l ib e r a te d  and th e co u n try  reu n ifie d  fr o m  N o rth  to
South, and th at up to  th at t im e , fo u r - f if th s  o f SVN had already been 
l ib e r a te d , e t c .  T h ey  in c ite d  u s  b y  sa y in g  th at i f  w e w a ited  

lo n g e r  w e m ig h t not h ave  a ch a n ce  to  tak e p a rt in  the fig h tin g  

and that w e m ig h t be a s s ig n e d  to  c le a r  up the b a tt le f ie ld  o n ly .
3 9 . W hile in  the N orth  a t the t im e  you  w er e  w ork in g  fo r  the c o o p e 

r a t iv e , d id  y ou  s e e  m any of y ou r  fr ie n d s  and a cq u a in ta n ces  jo in  

the a rm y  ?
- Y e s , m a n y  o f th em  d id .

4 0 . What w e r e  y o u r  f e e l in g s  on s e e in g  th em  le a v e  ?
-  I to ld  to  m y s e lf  th a t the t im e  w ou ld  co m e  w hen I to o  w ould  

fo llo w  in  th e ir  fo o ts te p s .
41. D id  y o u  th in k  th at you  w ou ld  h ave a ch an ce to  re tu rn  to  the  

N orth  a fte r  you  le a r n e d  you 'd  be se n t south  to  fig h t ?
-  I knew  th at o n ce  I w a s  se n t sou th , th e r e  w a s  no ch a n ce  fo r  

m e to  e v e r  re tu rn  to  N V N . E v ery o n e  k new  th at one cou ld  

e x p e c t  to  d ie  so o n e r  o r  la te r  i f  one w a s sen t south  to  f ig h t.
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4 2 . If y ou  w er e  co n v in ced  th at y ou r  tr ip  south  w as a jo u r n ey  of 

no re tu r n , w hy w e r e  y ou  e x c ite d  and e la te d  on r e c e iv in g  the  

o r d e r  to  go to  SVN ?
- B e c a u s e  e v e r y o n e  w a s fe e lin g  e x c ite d  and e la te d , and it  

w ou ld  h av e  b ee n  v e r y  aw kw ard  fo r  m e not to  f e e l  the s a m e .
I k new  d eath  w as a w a itin g  u s  in  the South, and y e t ,  I w ent 

a h ea d .
4 3 . W hile in  the N orth  did you  know  of any m e n  w ho d e s e r te d  w h ile  

u n d erg o in g  tra in in g  ?
-  Y e s .  A  n u m b er  o f you th s d e s e r te d  fo r  h om e a fte r  th ey  had  

c o m p le ted  th e ir  p h y s ic a l  e x a m in a tio n  and w e r e  o f f ic ia l ly  in d u cted  

in to  the a r m y .
4 4 . How m an y  e x a c t ly  ? D o you  r e m e m b e r  th e ir  n a m e s  ?

- V ery  fe w . A bout 10% o n ly . In m y  own v il la g e  one of the 

d r a fte e s  d e s e r te d , but I d on 't r e m e m b e r  h is  n a m e .
4 5 . How did you  co m e to  know  about th is  ?

-  T he d e s e r t e r  w a s  a m an  fr o m  m y  own v i l la g e ,  so  I k n ew .
4 6 . How did he d e s e r t  ?

-  A s  the th r e e -m o n th  tra in in g  p er io d  w a s  about to  en d  and the  

o r d e r  to go to  B (SVN) rea ch ed  u s , m a n y  of the n ew  r e c r u its  

d e s e r te d  fo r  h o m e . O nce h o m e , th ey  w ou ld  sa y  th ey  had lo s t  

c o n ta c t w ith  th e ir  u n it, and th at w a s w hy th ey  had to  go b ack
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h o m e . A ll  of th em  w er e  su b se q u e n tly  a r r e s te d  by lo c a l  

a u th o r it ie s  and sen t to  r e fo r m a to r y  c a m p s , on ly  to e s c a p e  

a g a in .
4 7 . How did you  v ie w  th e s e  d e s e r t io n s  ? W ere you  sy m p a th etic  

w ith  the d e s e r t e r s ,  o r  on the c o n tr a r y , v e r y  c r it ic a l  of th e ir  

a ctio n  ?
- I w a s not y e t  in  the a rm y  w hen th at guy fr o m  m y  v il la g e  

d e s e r te d . P e r s o n a l ly ,  I d id n 't v ie w  h is  d e s e r t io n  w ith  a 

c r i t ic a l  e y e  b e c a u se  I w a sn 't  e v e n  su re  I w ou ld  not do the  

sa m e  w e r e  I to  be in  h is  p o s it io n .
4 8 . D id  y ou  know  of any so n s  o f h igh  ranking c a d r e s  dodging the  

d ra ft ?
-  A  g r e a t  m a n y  so n s  o f c a d r e s  dod ged  the d ra ft b e c a u se  m o s t
of the tim e  th ey  cou ld  g et aw ay w ith  it w ith ou t b e in g  d is c ip l in e d .

4 9 . Can y ou  c ite  so m e  s p e c if ic  c a s e s  ? W hen d id  th ey  tak e  p la c e  ? 

Who did th ey  in v o lv e  ? C an y ou  g iv e  the n a m e s  o f the  

d e s e r t e r s  ? T h e ir  p a r e n ts  ?
- I can  m en tio n  one s p e c if ic  c a s e  in v o lv in g  a guy w h o se  

fa th e r  w a s a c a d r e . When h is  grou p  r e c e iv e d  the o r d e r  to 

p re p a r e  fo r  the tr ip  sou th , he d e s e r te d  fo r  h o m e .
50 . W as he d isc ip lin e d  fo r  th is  ?



J c ;  i ■ d : •

-  o : :  O V I . • u -

.• ~ I . i

» i- •

! O ï J  V U S  J Ü J •i. . ; . . J

_ -  ' : 1 • , - -:-r -

; ó .. ■ - o ! 1 O  C  u  D i  • - D D

c . i ; • . .. .. - .V ■ ■

o c . ■ . . :: ir  :V d •
;  i  . V j w — D :

J i ' r D t:
¿ L i < ovlí v r i i

JCS - i- •
'.■ 'XI'

• i l '



11

- N o , he w a s  not d is c ip lin e d  b e c a u se  he w a s the so n  of a  

c a d r e . Out of c o n s id e r a t io n  fo r  h is  fa th e r  th ey  o n ly  r e p r i-  

m an ted  h im  in s te a d  of ta k in g  d is c ip l in a r y  a c tio n  a g a in st  h im .
51. What w a s th e o th er  m e n 's  r e a c tio n  in  the fa c e  o f th is  u n fa ir  

tr e a tm e n t ?
-  T h ey  d id n 't sh ow  anyth in g  and d id n 't sa y  anyth in g  b e c a u se  

th e y  knew  i t  w ou ld  h ave b ee n  of no a v a il .
5 2 . Do you  th in k  c a d r e s '  so n s  w e r e  e x e m p t fr o m  a c t iv e  duty in  

SVN ?
-  N o , b e c a u se  m a n y  of th em  had b een  se n t so u th . H o w ev er ,  
q uite a fe w  w er e  a llo w ed  to  re m a in  in  the N o rth .

5 3 . W ould the c a d r e s  w ith  so n s  on a c t iv e  duty in  the South be  

unhappy w ith  th is  s itu a tio n  ? Why w e r e  th e ir  so n s  se n t south  

and not th e o th e r s  ? Why did the c a d r e s  a g r e e  to  le t  th e ir  

so n s  go South ?
-  B e c a u s e  c a d r e s '  so n s  w e r e  e x p e c te d  to  s e t  good  e x a m p le s ,  
and th e ir  fa th e r s  w er e  a n x io u s to  s e e  th em  do so .

5 4 . W hat w a s  th e p e r c e n ta g e  o f c a d r e s '  so n s  se r v in g  in  th e South, 
and th e  p er c e n ta g e  of th o s e  a llo w ed  to re m a in  in  NVN ?
- A bout 50 p e r c e n t  o f c a d r e s '  so n s  a re  s e r v in g  in  SVN.

5 5 . W hat w ould  th e ir  to ta l n u m b er  be ?
-  I ca n 't sa y .
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5 6 . H ow did the o rd in a ry  y ou th s f e e l  about the ex e m p tio n  fr o m  

a c t iv e  duty in  SVN fo r  the d ra ft a ge  so n s  o f c a d r e s  ?
-  T h ey  w e r e n 't  v e r y  happy about th is  s itu a t io n . T h ey  f e l t  that 

a s  c a d r e s '  so n s  th e y  sh ou ld  be sen t south  to  s e t  the e x a m p le ,  
and i f  th ey  d e s e r te d  th ey  sh ou ld  b e s e v e r e ly  d is c ip l in e d .

5 7 . A fte r  y o u r  in d u ctio n , d id  you  e v e r  co n tem p la te  d e s e r t io n  to  

avo id  b e in g  sen t to  the South ?
-  Y e s ,  o c c a s io n a l ly  I w ou ld  be tem p ted  to  d e s e r t ,  but m y  

co u ra g e  a lw a y s  fa i le d  m e .
5 8 . Why ?

- I w a s a p p r e h e n s iv e  about the c o n se q u e n c e s  m y  fa m ily  and  

I w ou ld  h a v e  to  b e a r . I k new  w e w ou ld  be in  tro u b le  w ith  

the v il la g e  a u th o r it ie s , and so , I d ec id ed  to r e s ig n  m y s e lf  

(to m y  fa te ) .
5 9 . D id  you  th ink  th at d e s e r t io n  w ould  m ea n  an a c t o f d is lo y a lty  

to  the cou n try  ?
- N o , I d idn't se e  i t  that w ay , but o th e r  p eo p le  w ould  r eg a rd  

d e s e r t e r s  a s  d is lo y a l  c i t iz e n s .
6 0 . H ow lon g  a fte r  y o u r  in d u ctio n  w er e  you  to ld  you  w ould  b e sen t  

south  ?
-  T h r e e  m o n th s .
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61. W hat w e r e  y o u r  fe e l in g s  on le a r n in g  th at you  w ould  h av e  to  

go south  ?
- W hen I le a r n e d  th at I'd  be sen t so u th , I w a s v e r y  sh ak en .
I w a s c o n cern ed  about w hat w ould  h ap pen  to  m e . I f e l t  a n x io u s , 
and m y  m in d  k ep t on th in k in g  about one th ing  a fter  a n o th er .
I w ish e d  I cou ld  le a v e  and go b a ck  h o m e , and d rea d ed  th e  tr ip  

so u th . N e v e r  b e fo r e  had I b e e n  so  u p se t  and w o r r ie d . (T h is  

r e sp o n s e  c o n tr a d ic ts  th e  a n sw e r  g iv en  in  # 3 6 .)
6 2 . W hat did your p o l it ic a l  c a d r e s  t e l l  y ou  about y ou r  tr ip  to  

SVN ? W hat did th ey  sa y  y o u r  job  in  SVN w a s ? W ere you  

e x p e c te d  to  fig h t or o n ly  to  p ic k  up em p ty  ca n s sc a tte r e d  on  

the b a ttleg rou n d  ?
-  T h ey  to ld  u s th at fo u r - f if th s  o f SVN's te r r it o r y  and t h r e e - 
fo u r th s  o f i t s  p op u la tio n  had a lr e a d y  b ee n  l ib e r a te d , and 

b e c a u se  th e r e  w as not m u ch  le f t  to  do w e sh ou ld n 't d e la y  

u n le s s  w e w anted  to  do the job of p ick in g  up em p ty  ca n s  on 

th e b a ttleg ro u n d . T h ey  u rg ed  u s  to  s e t  off a t o n ce  b e c a u se  

th e r e  w ou ld  no lo n g e r  be a ch an ce fo r  u s  to  f ig h t. H o w ev er , 
r e a l i t ie s  in  SVN w er e  q uite d iffe r e n t.

6 3 . D id  y ou  b e l ie v e  in  w hat you  w er e  to ld  th en  ?
-  Y e s ,  w e d id , and c o m p le te ly  to o . The th in g  w a s , w hat w e  

w e r e  to ld  w a s in  lin e  w ith  w hat w a s rep o rted  b y  th e N orth
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V ie tn a m e se  p r e s s .  We d id n 't g iv e  a c a r e  about the h a r d sh ip s  

w e'd  h ave to  b e a r .
64 . D id  th e o th er  m en  in  y ou r  unit a ls o  c o m p le te ly  b e l ie v e  w hat 

th ey  w e r e  to ld  ?
- On the w h o le , we a l l  b e l ie v e d . E v e r y  d ay , the p r e s s  and 

the rad io  rep o rted  n ew s  of v ic t o r ie s ,  and we cou ld n 't h elp  

but b e l ie v e  e v e r y th in g  w e w e r e  to ld .
6 5 . W hat w a s the r e a c tio n  of y o u r  c o m r a d e s  w hen  th ey  le a r n e d  that 

th ey 'd  h av e  to  go south  to  fig h t ?
-  O u tw ard ly  th ey  d isp la y e d  e n th u s ia sm , but d eep  in s id e  th em , 
they cou ld n 't h e lp  fe e lin g  a n x io u s .

6 6 . How did th e y  sh ow  th e ir  e n th u s ia sm  ?
- T h ey  w e r e  in  a c h e e r fu l m o od , but w e r e  c a r e fu l not to  sh ow  

th e ir  r e a l f e e l in g s .
6 7 . W hat did th e y  sa y  a fte r  th ey  le a r n e d  th ey 'd  h av e  to  go south  ?

-  T h ey  to ld  ea ch  o th er  to  e x p e c t  n e v e r  to  re tu rn  n orth  once  

se n t to  SV N . T h ey  knew  th at but s t i l l  had to  go sou th .
6 8 . T e l l  m e  about the m e e t in g  at w h ich  y o u r  le a d e r s  announced  

you 'd  a ll  go south  to  f ig h t. How did y ou  r e c e iv e  the n ew s ?
In w hat m ood  w h ere  th e m a jo r ity  o f the m e n  ?
-  T he m a jo r ity  o f u s  w e r e  e x c ite d  and fu ll  o f e n th u s ia s m . No  

one se e m e d  to  be e it h e r  u p se t  o r  unhappy at the n e w s .
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H o w ev er , d eep  in s id e  the m e n , th ey  w er e  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d .
6 9 . F r o m  w hat you  cou ld  t e l l ,  w hat fu tu re did the m en  th ink  

th ey 'd  h ave in  SVN ?
- T he b e s t  th e y  cou ld  hope fo r  w a s  to  r e m a in  a liv e  u n til 
a fte r  the lib e r a t io n  of SVN so  th e y  and th e ir  f a m il ie s  w ould  

be e n t it le d  to  fa ir  c o m p e n sa tio n . T h is  w a s grou n d s fo r  

th e ir  e a g e r n e s s  (to go South).
7 0 . D id  y ou r  c a d r e s  ta lk  about the h a r d sh ip s  you w ould  h ave  to  

fa c e  d urin g  y o u r  in f i ltr a t io n , o r  the f i e r c e n e s s  o f the w a r  in  

SVN ?
- N o m en tio n  w a s m a d e about the h a r d sh ip s  b e fo r e  w e a c tu a lly  

s e t  o ff fo r  the t r ip .  H o w ev er , so on  a fte r  w e s e t  o ff, our  

c a d r e s  to ld  u s to e x p e c t  d if f ic u lt ie s  d urin g  the in f i ltr a t io n ,  
sa y in g  h ea v y  fig h tin g  w a s goin g  on in  SV N . T h ey  u rg ed  us
to  k eep  up ou r co u ra g e  and m a in ta in  ou r h ig h  com b at s p ir it ,  
and be d e ter m in e d  to  fig h t to  th e end e v e n  at the r is k  of ou r  

l iv e  s .
71. Who to ld  you  a l l  th is  ?

- C om pany le v e l  p o l it ic a l  c a d r e s .
7 2 . B e fo r e  le a v in g  N V N , w hat w a s  y o u r  a ttitu d e to w a rd  th e  w a r  

in  SVN, and tow ard  y ou r  in f i ltr a t io n  ?
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- I w a s co n v in ced  th at ou r p r e s e n c e  h e r e  w ould  h e lp  r e s to r e  

p ea c e  in  SVN . A s  fo r  our in f i ltr a t io n , m y  fe e l in g s  w er e  that 

w e a re  V ie tn a m e se , and so , w e w e r e  b e in g  se n t south  n ot as  

" in f iltr a to r s"  but l ib e r a t o r s .  O ur m is s io n  in  SVN :was not to  

c o m m it a g g r e s s io n  but to  fig h t fo r  the lib e r a t io n  of SV N . 
H o w ev er , a s  I b ec a m e  m o re  o b je c t iv e , I cou ld  se e  th at the  

w a r  w a s m o r e  d e v a sta tin g  and had ta k en  a h e a v ie r  t o l l  than  

the p eo p le  th ou ght, and th at p ea c e  w a s  s t i l l  a lon g  w ay  off.
7 3 . W hile in  N V N , d id  you  e v e r  s e e  w ounded  s o ld ie r s  w ho had  

b ee n  ev a c u a te d  fr o m  SVN ?
- I m e t  one w ho w a s  fr o m  m y  v i l la g e .

7 4 . D id he t e l l  you  w hat h e sa w  in  SVN ?
- I a sk ed  h im  q u e s t io n s , but he r e fu se d  to  sp ea k . Had he 

to ld  m e w hat he had a c tu a lly  s e e n  in  SVN, I w ou ld  h ave  

found w a y s  and m e a n s  to  a v o id  a c t iv e  duty in  SVN.
7 5 . W hat w er e  y o u r  im p r e s s io n s  on s e e in g  the w ounded s o ld ie r  

fr o m  y o u r  v il la g e  ?
- He had a few  y e a r s  o f fig h tin g  in  SVN , and s o , in  NVN  

he w a s  e n t it le d  to  State a s s i s t a n c e  and w a s g iv en  a jo b , and 

th u s he had a good  and s e c u r e  l i f e .
76 . W as he d isa b le d  ?

- He had a b ro k en  ja w .
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77 . D id a l l  r e p a tr ia te d  w ounded  s o ld ie r s  r e fu se  to  t e l l  th e ir  

e x p e r ie n c e s  in  SVN ?
- Y e s ,  th e y  a l l  d id . T h ey  n e v e r  sa id  a w ord  w hen  a sk e d .

78 . Why so  ?
- B e c a u s e  o f the F r o n t 's  m ili ta r y  cod e of co n d u ct. T h is  

code r e q u ir e s  th at the l ib e r a tio n  s o ld ie r  m u st on ly  p r a is e  

and not sp ea k  b ad ly  of the F r o n t and e v e r y th in g  r e la te d  to  i t .  
B e c a u s e  of th is  th e repatriated  s o ld ie r s  w er e  a fra id  to  t e l l  

the tru th  about SVN fo r  fe a r  w e m ig h t lo s e  o u r  w il l .

b) P h y s ic a l  E x a m in a tio n

7 9 . N ow  p le a s e  t e l l  m e  how  th e p r e - in d u c t io n  p h y s ic a l  e x a m  of 

d r a fte e s  p r o c e e d e d . Who s ig n ed  the o rd e r  a sk in g  y ou  to take  

y o u r  p h y s ic a l  e x a m  - -  th e  D e fen se  M in is tr y , th e P r o v in c e  or  

the D is t r ic t  ? H ow w a s it  se n t to  y ou  ?
- T he le t t e r  w a s  sen t down fr o m  th e C en tr a l to  the lo c a l  

a u th o r it ie s  who w e r e  in  ch a rg e  of d e liv e r in g  i t .  I don't 

r e m e m b e r  w ho s ig n e d  it .
8 0 . H ow lon g  a fte r  you  r e c e iv e d  the l e t t e r  a sk in g  you  to  tak e  y ou r  

p h y s ic a l  e x a m  did y ou  a c tu a lly  take i t  ?
- O nly a fe w  d ays la t e r .  A ll  m en  b e tw e e n  18 and 35 had to
tak e a p h y s ic a l  e x a m .
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81. W here ? D id  a l l  d ra ft a ge  m en  go to  the sa m e  p la c e  fo r  

th e ir  p h y s ic a l  ch eck  up ?
-  N o . F a c to r y  w o r k e r s , fo r  in s ta n c e , took th e ir  p h y s ic a l  
e x a m s  at th e ir  fa c to r y .

8 2 . W here d id  you  tak e  y o u r s  ?
- In A n X uong D is t r ic t .

83 . Who sen t th e m e d ic a l  te a m  in  ch a rg e  o f ch eck in g  y ou r  h ea lth  - -  

the M in is tr y  o r  th e A rm y  M e d ic a l C orp s ?
-  The A rm y  M e d ic a l C o r p s .

84 . T e l l  m e about the m e d ic a l  te a m  in  ch a rg e  of ch eck in g  y ou r  

p h y s ic a l  con d itio n  ?
-  T h e r e  w e r e  m e d ic a l n u r s e s  and d o c to r s .

8 5 . D id  th ey  h ave m o d ern  eq u ip m en t and f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  the p h y s ic a l  
e x a m  ? W here d id  th is  eq u ip m en t co m e  fr o m  - -  R u s s ia ,  
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  o r  C o m m u n ist C hina ?
- The eq u ip m en t w a s  lo c a lly  m a n u fa ctu red .

8 6 . H ow m an y  h ea lth  c a te g o r ie s  did th ey  h ave  ?
- T h e r e  w e r e  th r ee  c a t e g o r ie s  A l, A 2 , and A 3.

8 7 . Who w er e  in  C a teg o ry  A l ?
-  M en  in  top  p h y s ic a l  co n d itio n .

8 8 . And A 2 ?
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- M en w ith  one p h y s ic a l  d e fe c t  of so m e  kind o r  o th e r . M en  

w ho w e r e  a l i t t le  b it  b e lo w  a v e r a g e  in  h e ig h t or w e ig h t w er e  

put in  th is  c a te g o r y  to o .
89 . What about A3 ?

- M en w ho w e r e  r e a l ly  b e lo w  a v e r a g e  in  h e ig h t and w e ig h t.
90 . Who w er e  put in  C a teg o ry  B1 ?

-  M en w ho w e r e  u n q u a lified  fo r  the A3 C a te g o r y .
91. W hat about m e n  w ith  a bad lung con d itio n  o r  T B , o r  w ith  

so m e  c h ro n ic  d is e a s e  ? In w hat c a te g o r y  w e r e  th ey  put ?
-  M en w ith  T B  o r  a c h r o n ic  con d itio n  o f one of the v ita l  
o rg a n s  w e r e  l is t e d  in  C a teg o ry  B 3 .

92 . Who w e r e  in  C a teg o ry  B 2 ?
-  M en w ith  b e lo w  a v e r a g e  w eig h t and h e ig h t .

9 3 . What about m en  w ith  on ly  one e y e ,  o r  w ith  one or m o re  f in g e r s  

m is s in g  ? In w hat c a te g o r y  w e r e  th ey  put ?
- T h e se  p eo p le  d id n 't h ave to  take th e ir  p r e - in d u c t io n  p h y s ic a l  
e x a m .

94 . D id  you  know  anyone who d id n 't r e p o r t fo r  h is  p h y s ic a l  e x a m  ?
-  N o . N o one cou ld  do th a t.

95 . D id anyone tr y  but fa i l  ?
- N o , it w a s  no u se  tr y in g .
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96 . D id  anyone tak e d ru g s to  lo w e r  h is  b lood  p r e s s u r e ,  o r  go on  

a s p e c ia l  d ie t  fo r  m o n th s in  the hope o f d isq u a lify in g  h im s e l f  

fo r  m il i ta r y  s e r v ic e  ?
- T h e se  th in g s  n e v e r  h ap pen  in  N V N .

97. D id you  e v e r  w ish  to  dodge y o u r  p h y s ic a l  e x a m  ?
- N o , n e v e r .

98. A fte r  the p h y s ic a l  e x a m  w e r e  you  sen t h om e to  w a it fo r  so m e  

t im e  b e fo r e  in d u ctio n , o r  w er e  you  ta k en  aw ay im m e d ia te ly  ?
- I w a s sen t h om e and w a s h om e fo r  n e a r ly  th r ee  m o n th s b e fo r e  

I w a s in d u cted .
99 . W ere you  se n t an o r d e r  a sk in g  you  to  r e p o r t fo r  in d u ctio n , o r  

did you  ju s t  go and p r e s e n t  y o u r s e lf  fo r  i t  ?
- A n o f f ic ia l  o r d e r  w a s sen t to  the v i l la g e .  It in c lu d ed  a l i s t  

of m en  who had ta k en  th e ir  p h y s ic a l  e x a m . M y n am e w a s  on 

th at l i s t .
100. M en in  w hat h ea lth  c a t e g o r ie s  w e r e  d ra fted  in  1965 ?

- In A1 and A 2 C a te g o r ie s .
101. W hen you  jo in ed  the a rm y , m en  in  w hat h ea lth  c a te g o r ie s  w er e  

d ra fted  ?
-  W hen I jo in ed  the a r m y , th ey  ev e n  to o k  C a teg o ry  B 2  m e n .
Only the B 3 ’s w er e  e x e m p t.
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102. W ere C a th o lic s  a ls o  d ra fted  a t th at t im e  ?
- Y e s .  B y th at t im e , C a th o lic s  and B u d d h ists  w er e  no lo n g e r  k ep t out.

103. H ow m an y  m en  w er e  d ra fted  the y e a r  you  jo in ed  the a rm y  ?
-  A bout 3 0 0 .

104. Who w er e  not a ffe c te d  by th e d ra ft ?
-  C h ild ren , w o m en , m e n  above 3 6 , o ld  m en  and d isa b le d  p e o p le .

105. T e l l  m e  about d ra ft d e fe r m e n t in  NVN ? W hen cou ld  a p e r so n  be  

d e fe r r e d ?  C ould  a d e fe r m e n t be ob ta in ed  and w ho cou ld  g e t one ?
- D e fe r m e n t w a s g iv en  to  m en  o v e r  3 6 , and to  d ra ft age m en  w ho w er e  

p h y s ic a l ly  in c a p a c ita te d . M en w ith  p oor  e y e s ig h t  w e r e  a ls o  g iv en  a 

d e fer m e n t u n til the n ex t p h y s ic a l  e x a m  p e r io d .
106. D id  anyone pay b r ib e s  in  o r d e r  to  obta in  a d raft d e fe r m e n t ?

- N o .
107. Why n ot ? W as i t  b e c a u se  of s t r ic t  c o n tr o l ?

- Y e s ,  c o n tr o l w a s v e r y  s t r ic t .  It w a s  im p o s s ib le  to  pay b r ib e s  to  

g e t a d e fe r m e n t .
108. D id  so n s  of h igh  ranking c a d r e s  dodge the p h y s ic a l  e x a m  ?

- N o , th ey  d id n 't.
109. W as th e r e  any w ay  to  obta in  a d ra ft d e fe r m e n t a fte r  the p h y s ic a l  

e x a m  ?
- T he on ly  w ay  to  g et a d e fer m e n t a fte r  th e p h y s ic a l  w a s to  obta in  

an a s s ig n m e n t at one of th e v ita l  s e r v ic e  b r a n c h e s .
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n o . W hat s e r v ic e  b r a n c h e s , fo r  in s ta n c e  ?
- A d m in is tr a tiv e  a g e n c ie s  o r  la b o r  u n its  w h ere  a d e fe r m e n t

r of s ix  m o n th s to  one y e a r  w a s  u su a lly  g ra n ted .

c) R e c r u it  T ra in in g

i n . W hen and w h ere  d id  you  a s s e m b le  fo r  th e in d u ctin n  ?
-  We w e r e  a s s e m b le d  in  T h a i N g u yen . It w a s in Jan uary  

1 9 6 9 .
112. H ow  lon g  did you  u n d erg o  tr a in in g  th e r e  and h ow  m an y  w ere  

th e r e  o f y ou  ?
- T h ere  w e r e  about 300 o r  so  a lto g e th e r  to  u nd ergo  th ree  

m o n th s o f tr a in in g .
113. Who w as in  ch a rg e  o f the tr a in in g  ?

i - T he tr a in in g  w as g iv en  to  ea c h  p la toon  by p la to on  c a d r e s .
114.> W ere th e r e  b a r r a c k s  and a f ix ed  tr a in in g  cam p  fo r  the 

t r a in e e s  ?
»

-  Y e s ,  w e had a tra in in g  cam p  fo r  tr a in in g .
115. D id  y ou  h ave a f ix e d  tr a in in g  cam p  o r  did you  h ave to  m o ve  

fr o m  one p la c e  to  a n o th er  ?

- It w a s  a f ix ed  tr a in in g  ca m p .
116. H ow  la r g e  w a s the tra in in g  cam p  and how  w a s it equ ip ped  ? 

D id it  h ave tr a in in g  f a c i l i t i e s  su ch  a s  fo r t i f ic a t io n s ,
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co m m u n ica tio n  tr e n c h e s  and a ran ge fo r  ta r g e t  p r a c t ic e  ?
-  T h e r e  w e r e  so m e  r e a d y -m a d e  tr a in in g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  but w e  

had to  d ig  c o m m u n ica tio n  tr e n c h e s  and put up ta r g e t s .
117. W ere y ou  a d eq u a te ly  su p p lied  w ith  am m o  ? W ere you  

a llo w ed  to  k eep  y o u r  w ea p o n s ?
-  We w er e  is s u e d  w ea p o n s but not a m m o . We w e r e  tr a in e d  

in  in fa n try  t a c t ic s .
118. W hat about d is c ip l in e  d urin g  tr a in in g  ?

-  T h ey  b e l ie v e d  in  s e l f - im p o s e d  d is c ip l in e  in  th e N o rth .
119. W hat do y ou  m e a n  b y  s e l f - im p o s e d  d is c ip l in e  ?

- It i s  w hat th e te r m  s a y s  i t  i s .  We ea c h  v o lu n ta r ily  abide  

b y  a s e t  of r u le s ,  and any v io la t io n  h a s  to  b e  r e c o g n iz e d  

and c o r r e c te d  at once on our own w il l .
120. W ere the tr a in e e s  p u n ish ed  - -  e ith e r  b y  b e in g  fo r c e d  to  do 

so  m any p u sh -u p s , o r  by b e in g  lo c k ed  up in  a t ig e r  cag e  - -  

fo r  b rea k in g  d is c ip lin e  ?
-  N o , w e w e r e  n e v e r  fo r c e d  to  do p u sh -u p s  o r  lo c k ed  up in
a t ig e r  c a g e . U su a lly , a d is c ip lin e  v io la t io n  w a s p u n ish ed  by  

c r i t ic i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  at a group  c r i t i c i s m  m e e tin g  

d urin g  w h ich  the o ffen d er  w ould  h ave to  a d m it h is  e r r o r  and  

p led g e  to  n e v e r  c o m m it i t  a g a in .
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121. A fte r  th e ir  in d u ctio n , w e r e  d r a fte e s  in d is c r im in a te ly  grou p ed  

in to  sq u a d s , o r  w e r e  th ey  g rou p ed  a c c o r d in g  to  c e r ta in  

c r it e r ia ,  - -  s o c ia l  b a ck grou n d , q u a lif ic a t io n s , e tc  ?
-  A  m en  who had h eld  an im p o rta n t c iv i lia n  (tech n ica l)  p o s it io n  

b e fo r e  h e jo in e d  the a rm y  w ou ld  r e ta in  th at s p e c ia lty  in  the  

m ilita r y  ra n k s .
122. D e s c r ib e  fo r  m e  one ty p ic a l  day  a t -a  m il i ta r y  tr a in in g  sc h o o l  

in  NVN at the t im e  you  w e r e  u n d erg o in g  tr a in in g  ?
-  We had m il i ta r y  d r i l ls  fr o m  6 to  11 A .M . A fter  th at cam e  

lu n ch  and s ie s t a  b r e a k . T he tr a in in g  r e su m e d  at tw o in  the  

a ftern o o n , and w en t on u n til f iv e .  A t n ig h t, w e had p o l it ic a l  

c o u r s e s .
123. Who w a s  in  ch a rg e  of the m e s s  ?

-  A  com p an y  m e s s  c e l l .
124. W as th e food  adequ ate ?

-  Y e s ,  i t  w a s .
125. What w e r e  y o u r  food  and p o ck et m o n e y  a llo w a n c e s  ?

-  T he d a ily  food  a llo w a n ce  w a s N V N $ 0 .9  p e r  h ea d , and the  

m o n th ly  p o ck et m o n e y  a llo w a n ce  w a s N V N $ 6 fo r  a s o ld ie r ,  
and N V N $ 45 fo r  an o f f ic e r .

126. D id  y ou  have ad eq u ate  m e d ic a l  c a r e  ?
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1 2 7 .

128.

129.

130.

131.

1 3 2 .

-  On the w h o le , m e d ic a l  su p p lie s  w er e  a d eq u a te . We 

w er e  g iv e n  r e a so n a b ly  good  m e d ic a l  c a r e  in  t im e s  o f s i c k 
n e s s .
What w a s the m o s t  com m o n  s ic k n e s s  at y ou r  m ilita r y  

tr a in in g  sc h o o l ?
- U su a lly  c o ld s  and in flu en z a .
W ere th e r e  any c a s e s  o f a cc id e n t in ju r ie s ,  due to  ex p lo sio n  

of hand g r e n a d e s , fo r  e x a m p le  ?
-  N o , v e r y  r a r e ly .
D id  su ch  a c c id e n ts  e v e r  o c c u r  th ou gh  ?
-  Y e s ,  O nce a tr a in e e  f ir e d  a w eap on  w h ich  he thought w a s  

u n load ed , and w ounded a m an  stan d in g  in  fro n t o f h im .
W hat typ e of am m o  did y ou  h ave fo r  f ir in g  p r a c t ic e  ? Did  

a c c id e n ts  e v e r  o c c u r  d u rin g  f ir in g  p r a c t ic e  ?
- We had l iv e  a m m o , and so , a c c id e n ts  o c c a s io n a lly  o c c u r r e d .  
W hen did  su ch  an a cc id e n t o cc u r  ? Who c a u se d  it  ? Do
y o u  r e m e m b e r  h is  n am e ? W as he d is c ip lin e d  fo r  th at ?
- I d on 't r e m e m b e r  h is  n a m e . He w a s d em o ted . The  

a c c id e n t o c c u r r e d  in  1969.
W as th is  c a s e  b rou gh t up at m e e t in g s  fo r  d is c u s s io n  to 

ca u tio n  the m en  d urin g  tra in in g  ?
-  Y e s , it w as b rough t up at m e e t in g s .
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133. W hat did you le a r n  d u rin g  y o u r  th r e e  m o n th s o f tr a in in g  ? 

-  A m b u sh  and raid  t a c t ic s ,  and m a rk m a n sh ip .
134. W hat r e g u la tio n s  d id  the tr a in e e s  h ave  to  fo llo w  in  th e ir

J d a ily  l if e  ?
-  The f ig h te r s  w e r e  re q u ir e d  to  fo llo w  a se t  of e th ic a l  r u le s  

T h ey  w e r e  u rg ed  to  put a l l  th e ir  h e a r ts  and m in d s on th e ir  

s tu d ie s  and tr a in in g , to  en d e a v o r  to  m a in ta in  a h ig h  m o r a le ,  
to  avo id  q u a r r e ls  and f i s t - f ig h t s ,  and to  s t r ic t ly  o b se r v e  

m ilita r y  d is c ip l in e ,  e t c .
135. D id  you  h ave any c u ltu ra l e n te r ta in m e n t d urin g  y ou r  tra in in g  

p e r io d  ?
-  Y e s ,  e v e r y  n ig h t.

136. W hat kind of c u ltu ra l e n te r ta in m e n t did y ou  h ave ? 

-  S in g in g  and c la s s i f i c a l  m u s ic .
137. Who gave p e r fo r m a n c e s  - -  the t r a in e e s  t h e m s e lv e s ,  or an

1 e n te r ta in m e n t tro u p e  fr o m  o u ts id e  ? 

-  The tr a in e e s  t h e m s e lv e s .
138. In w hat sta te  of m ind  w er e  th e tr a in e e s  a fte r  a p o l it ic a l  

in d o c tr in a tio n  s e s s io n  ? W ere th ey  h appy, o r  on the  

c o n tr a r y , t ir e d  and fed  up ?
- U su a lly  we had c u ltu ra l e n te r ta in m e n t p e r fo r m a n c e s  a fte r
a p o l it ic a l  tra in in g  s e s s io n ,  and so , ev e r y b o d y  fe lt  r e la x e d
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140.

141.

142.

134.

1 4 4 .

and h ig h - s p ir it e d .
W ere p o l it ic a l  c a d r e s  r e g u la r ly  se n t to  y ou r  tr a in in g  

sc h o o l to  m ak e p ropagan da ? H ow  often  w er e  th ey  sen t  

in  a m on th  ?
- T h ey  ca m e r e g u la r ly  o n ce  a w ee k  to  m o tiv a te  u s .
W hat d id  you  do at the end of y ou r  tra in in g  ? W here w er e  

y o u  a s s ig n e d  ?
-  We im m e d ia te ly  b egan  the p r e p a r a tio n s  fo r  the tr ip  sou th . 
W as a s e n d -o ff  p arty  h eld  b e fo r e  y ou r  d ep a rtu re  ?
-  Y e s .
H ow lon g  did it la s t  ?
-  H alf a d ay .
W ere s p e e c h e s  d e l iv e r e d  on th at o c c a s io n  ?
-  On su ch  an o c c a s io n , the b a tta lio n  co m m a n d er  w ould  g iv e  

h is  m en  a sp e e c h . He w ould  sp ea k  o f th e ir  m is s io n  in  the  

South and u rg e  th em  to  l iv e  up to  th e ir  r e s p o n s ib il i t ie s  by  

m a in ta in in g  h ig h  m o r a le .
W ere r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  of v a r io u s  o r g a n iz a tio n s  su ch  a s  

C o m b a ta n ts ’ M o th ers  or C o m b a ta n ts’ S is t e r s  A s s o c ia t io n s  

p r e s e n t  at the se n d -o ff  p a r ty  to  m o b iliz e  y o u r  s p ir i t  ?
- Y e s .  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  of lo c a l  C om b a ta n ts' M o th ers
ch a p ter s  w er e  p r e s e n t  to  s e e  u s off and m o tiv a te  our m o r a le .
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145. W hat did th e y  sa y  to  you  to  m o tiv a te  y ou  ?
-  In b roa d  t e r m s ,  th ey  rem in d ed  u s  th at w e w e r e  b e in g  sen t  

south  to  h elp  l ib e r a te  SVN , and th e r e fo r e ,  we sh ou ld  put our  

m in d s  on th e a c c o m p lish m e n t o f our m is s io n  and not to  w o r r y  

about h o m e , and to  le a v e  th at to  th e ir  c a r e .

146. W hat w e r e  y o u r  fe e l in g s  th en  ?
-  I f e l t  m y s e l f  cau gh t up in  th e  g e n e r a l m o o d  o f th e  

m o m en t.
147. How did th e o th er  m en  f e e l  ?

- T h ey  to o  f e l t  e la te d  and h ap py.
148. E a r l ie r  y ou  sa id , y o u r  w ife  w a sn 't  happy to  s e e  you  le a v e .

D id  th is  u p se t you  so m ew h a t and s p o il  y o u r  d ep a rtu re  ? D id  

you  f e e l  w o r r ie d  b e fo r e  le a v in g  h e r  ?
-  A s  I sa id , m y  w ife  w a sn 't  happy about m y  go in g  aw a y.
T h is ,  of c o u r s e , u p se t m e , but o u tw a rd ly  I had to sh ow  

e n th u s ia sm . In r e a l ity  I w a s  not e x c ite d .

149. D id  y o u r  fa m ily  co m e to  s e e  you  off ?
-  Our f a m il ie s  w e r e n 't  to ld  the e x a c t  date o f our d ep artu re  

fo r  SVN, and so , th e y  cou ldn 't com e to  s e e  u s o ff.
150. Why d id n 't you  in fo r m  y ou r  fa m ily  ?
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152.

153.

154.

- We w e r e n 't  g iv e n  any h om e le a v e  a fte r  a s s ig n m e n t to  our  

u n it, and so  th e r e  w a s no w ay  to  g e t in  to u ch  w ith  o u r  

fa m il ie s  and in fo r m  th em  about our tr ip  so u th .
D id y ou  sa y  you  w e r e n 't  g iv en  any h om e le a v e  a fte r  y ou r  

in d u ctio n  ?
-  N o , w e w e r e n 't  g iv e n  any h om e le a v e .
D id  y ou  h ave any co n ta ct w ith  y ou r  fa m ily  a fte r  you r in d u ction ?
- O nly th rou gh  l e t t e r s .
D id  you  r e s e n t  the fa c t th at you  cou ld n 't e ith e r  v is i t  or  

r e c e iv e  y ou r  fa m ily  b e fo r e  y ou r  tr ip  south  ?
- F r o m  the t im e  I w a s o f f ic ia l ly  in d u cted  in to  the a r m y  to  

th e t im e  w e s e t  off fo r  the tr ip  so u th , I w a sn 't  g iv e n  any  

h om e le a v e  at a l l .  Of c o u r s e , I f e l t  v e r y  u p se t . I w a s m ad  

at th e a u th o r it ie s  b e c a u se  I knew  that m y  tr ip  south  w il l  be
a jo u rn ey  of no re tu rn . I d eep ly  r e se n te d  the g o v ern m en t  

fo r  not a llo w in g  m e to  v is i t  m y  fa m ily  b e fo r e  I l e f t .  T h ey  

w er e  s t r ic t  about h om e le a v e s  b e fo r e  d ep a rtu re  t im e  b e c a u se  

th ey  w er e  a fra id  th e m en  w ou ld  not sh ow  up a fte r  th ey 'd  gone  

h o m e . T h ere  had b ee n  m an y  su ch  in s ta n c e s  b e fo r e , and so  

th ey  had to  tak e p r e c a u t io n s .
D id  the m en  in  y o u r  in f i ltr a t io n  group co m p la in  about the
a b o lit io n  o f h om e le a v e s  ?
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-  On the w h o le , th e y  a l l  f e l t  unhappy about n ot b e in g  ab le  to  

v is i t  th e ir  f a m i l ie s  b e fo r e  le a v in g . M any f e l t  quite d e p r e s s e d .  
H o w ev er , th e r e  w a s n oth in g  th e y  cou ld  do.

155. W as th e r e  a h e a r t-b r e a k in g  g o o d -b y e  w hen  y ou  le f t  ?
- N o , b e c a u s e  w hen w e b oa rd ed  th e  tr a in  none of ou r r e la t iv e  

w e r e  on hand to  s e e  u s  o ff. H o w ev er , p eo p le  stan d in g  on 

th e sta tio n  p la tfo r m  w aved  g o o d -b y e  to  u s .  L a te r  a s  the  

tr a in  m o v ed  sou th w ard , w o m en  and g ir l s  w o rk in g  in  th e f ie ld  

a ls o  w aved  to  sh ow  th at th e y  w e r e  w ith  u s .  T h ere  w a s  

so m eth in g  both  en co u ra g in g  and d e sp e r a te  in  th e ir  w a v in g .
156. D id  any of the m e n  c r y  a s  h e  b o a rd ed  th e tr a in  ?

-  Y e s ,  a fe w  c r ie d .
157. Who w e r e  th e y  ? What w a s th e ir  s o c ia l  b ack grou n d  ? T h e ir  

age ?
-  The m en  w e r e  fr o m  a l l  s o c ia l  s tr a ta . S om e a c tu a lly  

c r ie d ; e ith e r  w e r e  d ee p ly  m o v e d  and cou ld  ju s t  b a r e ly  

c o n tr o l th e ir  t e a r s .  It i s  h ard  fo r  any m an  to  le a v e  h is  

fa m ily , no m a tte r  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e .
158. To go b a ck  to c o n sc r ip t io n  in  1965. M en fr o m  w h ich  s o c ia l  

c la s s e s  w e r e  d ra fted  th at y e a r  ? W hat about su b seq u en t
y e a r s  ?
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159.

160.

161.

162.

- P r io r  to  1965 th ey  m o s t ly  d ra fted  p oo r  fa r m e r s ,  w o r k e r s ,  
h ig h -s c h o o l  s tu d en ts  and t e a c h e r s .  B e tw een  1966 and 1969 

th e y  d ra fted  m en  fr o m  a l l  s o c ia l  c l a s s e s .  O nly m en  fr o m  

la n d lo rd  fa m i l ie s  w e r e  not tak en .
Why ? W ere m en  fr o m  the la n d lo rd  c la s s  c o n s id e r e d  u n d e
s ir a b le  ?
-  T h ey  w er e  c o n s id e r e d  h o s t i le  to  the NVN r e g im e . T h ey  

h ave a lw a y s  b ee n  b la c k lis te d  an yw ay .
M en in  w hat age grou p  w e r e  d ra fted  in  1965 - -  and in  1969, 
th e  y e a r  you  w er e  d ra fted  ?
-  P r io r  to  1965, m o s t  of th e n ew  r e c r u it s  w e r e  b etw een  18 

and 2 5 . In su b seq u en t y e a r s ,  m o s t  o f th e  m e n  w e r e  b etw een  

25 and 3 5 .
Do you  know  why r e c e n tly  m o r e  o ld e r  m en  - -  b e tw e e n  25 and 

35 - -  w er e  d ra fted  ?
-  In m y  o p in io n , i t  i s  b e c a u se  th e r e  w er e  no lo n g e r  so  m an y  

m en  in  the 18 to  25 age grou p  le f t ,  and so  th ey  had to  tu rn  to  

th e  2 5 - 3 5  grou p .
W ere any b o y s o f or  u n d er 16 taken  in to  the a rm y  ?
-  N o . T h ey  w on 't be a c c e p te d .
C ould  th ey  ch ea t and in c r e a s e  th e ir  age in  o r d e r  to  be a cc e p ted  ?163.
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164.

165.

166.

167.

168.

1 6 9 .

- Y e s ,  th ey  co u ld . T h ey  w e r e  so  e a g e r  to  jo in  the a rm y  

th at th ey  w ould  in c r e a s e  th e ir  age to  m ak e th e m  old  enough  

to  b e ta k en .
T o  y ou r  k n ow led ge how  m an y  did  th at ?
-  T h ere  w e r e  quite a few  su ch  c a s e s .
H ow  m a n y  ? G ive a f ig u r e .
- A p p ro x im a te ly  60 p e r c e n t .
What w e r e  th e ir  m o t iv e s  fo r  w an tin g  to  jo in  the a rm y  b efo re  

th e y  had r e a c h e d  th e  r igh t age ? D id th ey  h ave p r o b le m s  

w ith  th e ir  f a m i l i e s ,  o r  did th e y  ju s t  l ik e  a rm y  life  ?
-  B e c a u s e  th ey  w e r e  s t i l l  v e r y  young and im p u ls iv e ,  th ey  

u su a lly  n e v e r  g ave m u ch  thought t o  w hat th ey  d id . B e c a u se  

th ey  sa w  o th e r  you th s jo in in g  the A r m y , th ey  to o  w an ted  to  

do th e s a m e .
W ouldn't th e ir  fa m il ie s  tr y  to  stop  th em  ?
- I d on 't th in k  so .
Do you  r e m e m b e r  the n a m e s  o f so m e  of the b o y s  who had to  

ch ea t to  jo in  the a r m y  b e c a u se  th ey  w e r e  s t i l l  too  young ?
-  N o , I d on 't r e m e m b e r  any n a m e s .
H ow w ould  you  co m p a re  the N VN y o u th 's  e a g e r n e s s  to  take  

the p h y s ic a l  in  1965 w ith  that of la te r  y e a r s  ?
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171.

172.

173.
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- A s  y e a r s  w en t b y , NVN youth  b e c a m e  l e s s  e n th u s ia s t ic  

about h av in g  to  take the p h y s ic a l .  H o w ev er , b e c a u se  th e re  

w a s no w ay  to  avo id  i t ,  th ey  had to  fe ig n  e n th u s ia s m .
D o you  know  why N VN youth  b e c a m e  m o r e  and m o re  re lu c ta n t  

to  take the p h y s ic a l  e x a m  in  la t e r  y e a r s  ?
- B e c a u se  th ey  cou ld  se e  to o  m an y  m en  had le f t  fo r  the south  

and none o f th em  had r e tu rn ed . W ith the w a r  rag in g  on, 
th ey  knew  w hat to  e x p e c t  w hen  th e ir  tu rn  cam e to  go so u th . 
T h ey  k new  th ey  w ould  be k il le d  and w ould  n e v e r  re tu rn  

n o rth .
D id  th ey  know  th at h ea v y  fig h tin g  w a s  goin g  on in  SVN ?
- Y e s , th ey  k new .
W hile you  w er e  s t i l l  in  N V N , w er e  fa m il ie s  of s o l id e r s  k il le d  

in  a c t io n  n o tif ie d  of th e ir  s o n 's  d eath  ?
- N o , th ey  w e r e n 't .  T o m y  n o w le d g e , no d ea th  w a s e v e r  

n o tif ie d .
Do you m ean  the g o v ern m en t n e v e r  n o tif ie d  any d e a th s , and  

k ep t th e m  a ll  s e c r e t  ?
-  Y e s .  T h ey  n e v e r  n o tif ie d  an y on e .
W ere fa m il ie s  o f o u tstan d in g  s o ld ie r s  sen t c e r t i f ic a t e s  of th e ir  

e x p lo it s  ?
-  N ot to m y  k n o w led g e .
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176.

177.

1 7 8 .

D id fa m i l ie s  w ith  so n s  on a c t iv e  duty in  SVN e v e r  co m p la in  

about b e in g  k ept in  the d ark  about th e ir  s o n s ’ fa te  ?
-  T he m a jo r ity  of the p eo p le  b e lie v e d  th at th e ir  so n s  w er e  

d ea d , and few  e n te r ta in e d  the thought th at th ey  m ig h t s t i l l  

be a l iv e .  If th e y  hadn't had any n ew s fr o m  th em  fo r  tw o  

to  th r e e  y e a r s  th en  th ey  b e lie v e d  th ey 'd  b een  k il le d .
Y ou ths of w h ich  s o c ia l  c la s s  and age grou p  w er e  the m o s t  

e n th u s ia s t ic  about tak in g  the p h y s ic a l  e x a m  ?
- Y ouths in  the 1 8 - 2 5  age grou p  w e r e  the m o s t  e n th u s ia s t ic .  
N ex t ca m e the 25 - 30 age g ro u p . The m en  in  the 3 0 -3 5  

grou p  w er e  re lu c ta n t to  take th e ir  p h y s ic a l ,  but b e c a u se  

th e r e  w a s  no w ay  fo r  th em  to  e s c a p e ,  th ey  cou ld n 't h elp  but 

c o m p ly . On the w h o le , r u r a l y ou th s w e r e  m o r e  k een  on 

tak in g  th e ir  p h y s ic a l  than c ity  b o y s .
Who am on g the n ew  r e c r u its  sh ow ed  the g r e a te s t  en d u ran ce  

to  w ith sta n d  h a r d sh ip s  d u rin g  tr a in in g  ?
-  M en  fr o m  the p o o r  fa r m e r  c la s s .  N ex t to  th e m , w ere  

w o rke r s .
Who had th e le a s t  s ta m in a  ?
- It a l l  d ep end ed  on the in d iv id u a l. S om e of the b o y s fr o m  

the p o o r  fa r m e r  c la s s  co u ld  take l e s s  h a r d sh ip s  than  so m e  of 

th e s tu d en ts . One cannot d raw  a g e n e r a l  c o n c lu s io n  on th is
p o in t.
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180.

181.
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B ut e a r l ie r  you  ju s t  sa id  th a t m en  fr o m  th e  p o o r  fa r m e r  c la s s  

sh ow ed  th e g r e a te s t  en d u ra n ce  to  h a r d s h ip s , and th at a fte r  th em  

w e r e  the w o r k e r s .  If so , y ou  sh ou ld  b e ab le  to  sa y  a ls o  w ho  

sh ow ed  th e  l e a s t  en d u ra n ce , sh o u ld n ’t  you  ?
-  On th e  w h o le , stu d en ts  and t e a c h e r s  cou ld  not stand  h a r d s h ip s .  
What p o s it io n s  did th e m en  fr o m  r u r a l a r e a s  h o ld  in  your u n it ? 

W hat p o s it io n s  did the urban  you th s h o ld  ? W hat w a s th e a v era g e  

age and ed u ca tio n a l l e v e l  of y ou r  le a d e r s  ? P le a s e  s ta r t  w ith  

th e r u r a l y o u th s .
- In th e N V A , ed u ca tio n  d o e s  not count v e r y  m u ch , and m any  

m e n  h ave r is e n  to  th e  top  of th e  m il i ta r y  h ie r a r c h y  s o le ly  on 

acco u n t o f th e ir  c h a r a c te r  and not th e ir  p r o fe s s io n a l  q u a lif ic a t io n s . 
T h u s, w e o ften  h av e  gu ys who can h a r d ly  read  and w r ite  am on g  

our squad and p la to on  le a d e r s .  The m a jo r ity  of N VA tr o o p s  are  

r u r a l fo lk s .  M any of th e m  a re  c a d r e s  of sq uad , p la toon  o r  

h ig h e r  l e v e l .  M o st of th em  b e lo n g  to  the b a s ic  c la s s e s  - -  v e r y  

p oor  and p oor f a r m e r s .
W hat about c ity  fo lk s  ?
-  T r u ly  sp ea k in g , th e r e  a re  no lo n g e r  c ity  fo lk s  so  to  sp ea k .
T h ey  h ave b e c o m e  r u r a l b y  adopting  th e r u r a l p e o p le ’s l iv in g  

h a b its .
S in ce  w hen  ?
-  S in ce  1969
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183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

Do you  have any C a th o lic s  in  le a d e r s h ip  p o s it io n s  in  the NVA  ?
- I d on 't know .
In the N V A  w h ich  group sh o w s th e g r e a te s t  in su b o rd in a tio n  ? 

W hich group m o s t  o ften  b r e a k s  d is c ip lin e  ?
- It a l l  d ep en d s on the in d iv id u a l. Som e m en  a re  m o re  

u n d isc ip lin e d  than  o th e r s . We h ave u n d isc ip lin e d  e le m e n ts  

am on g r u ra l a s  w e ll  a s  c ity  b o y s .
D id  the tr a in e e s  fo r m  c liq u e s  or fa c t io n s  at th e t im e  you  

u n d erw en t tra in in g  ?
- N ot in  m y  u n it.
D id  the m en  e v e r  q u a r r e l  w ith  th e ir  s u p e r io r s  ? D id  f is t f ig h ts  

b rea k  out am ong the r a n k -a n d -f i le  ?
-  The tr o o p s  w ould  n e v e r  d are  q u a r r e l w ith  th e ir  s u p e r io r s .  
T h ey  m ig h t q u a r r e l w ith  e a c h  o th e r , but not w ith  th e ir  c a d r e s .  
C an you r e la te  one su ch  in c id e n t ? W hen did it  happen  ?
W ere th e m en  d is c ip lin e d  ?
- O n ce, tw o  gu ys in  m y  unit w er e  en g a g ed  in  a hot arg u m en t  

a r is in g  fr o m  a m isu n d e r s ta n d in g . S u b seq u en tly  th ey  w ere  

b rou gh t up to  c e l l  m e e t in g  fo r  c r i t i c i s m ,  and had to  adm it 

th e ir  e r r o r .  I don't r e m e m b e r  e x a c t ly  w hen  th is  in c id e n t
took  p la c e .
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188. W ere you  e v e r  o p p r e s s e d  o r  d isc r im in a te d  a g a in st  by y ou r  

s u p e r io r s  ?
-  N o , th is  th in g  can  n e v e r  happen  in  th e a r m y . A n yon e,
be he a cad re  o r  s o ld ie r ,  w ho i s  at fa u lt w i l l  be b rou gh t up 

to  a grou p  m e e t in g  fo r  c o n s tr u c t iv e  c r i t i c i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  

so  he m a y  im p r o v e  h im s e l f .
189. W hile u n d ergo in g  tr a in in g , w e r e  you  to ld  o f m e n  d e s e r t in g  

b a ck  to  N VN a fte r  th e y  had b een  se n t south  ?
-  Y e s , I w as to ld  th is  w hen I w a s  in  N V N . I h ea rd  th at th e r e  

had b ee n  a fe w  c a s e s  o f d e s e r t io n  b ack  to N V N .
190. W ere the d e s e r t e r s  d is c ip lin e d  ?

- T he d e s e r t e r s  u su a lly  p re ten d ed  th at th ey  had lo s t  con ta ct  

w ith  th e ir  u n its , and had b ee n  fo r c e d  to  go b a ck  to  N V N .
191 . W ere th ey  d is c ip lin e d  ? D id  th e ir  f a m i l ie s  h ave to  b e a r  the  

c o n se q u e n c e s  o f th e ir  a c tio n  ?
-  T h ey  u su a lly  su ffe r e d  a lo s s  of p o l it ic a l  p r iv i le g e s .

192. D id  p o l it ic a l  c a d r e s  ap p roach  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  f a m i l i e s ,  
a sk in g  th e m  to  in te r v e n e  w ith  th e d e s e r t e r s  ?
-  Y e s .  U su a lly  p o l it ic a l  c a d r e s  w e r e  se n t to  a sk  th e r e s p e c t iv e  

fa m i l ie s  to  in te r v e n e  and u rg e  the d e s e r t e r s  to  go b a ck  to  the  

a rm y .
193. How m a n y  m en  d e s e r te d  b ack  to  NVN ? C an you  m a k e an e s t im a te ?
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195.

196.

197.

198.

199.

-  A bout 20 p e r c e n t  o f the to ta l  e f f e c t iv e s  sen t to  the South. 
T h e se  d e s e r t e r s  w e r e  u su a lly  c a lle d  MB -d r o p o u ts . "
Why B -d ro p o u ts  ? W as th is  a d isp a r a g in g  te r m  u se d  b y  g ir l s  

to  r id ic u le  d e s e r t e r s  going  b ack  n orth  ?
-  T he B -d r o p o u ts  w er e  th o se  who d e s e r te d  the B -F r o n t  to  

go  b a ck  n o r th .
W ere th e s e  d e s e r t e r s  sen t to  r e fo r m  cam p s ?
-  T h ey  w er e  sen t to  the "Thu Dung" r e h a b ilita tio n  ca m p .  
W here w a s  the Thu Dung cam p  lo c a te d  ?
- W hen I w as in  N V N , i t  w a s lo c a te d  in  H an oi.
D id  it  lo o k  lik e  a m il i ta r y  o r  r e fo r m  cam p  ?
-  It w a s  a s p e c ia l  p la ce  fo r  p o l it ic a l  r e in d o c tr in a t io n .
D id  you  e v e r  v is i t  it ?
- N o , n e v e r .
D o you  know  w hat the l iv in g  co n d itio n s  a t th is  T hu Dung cam p  

w e r e  lik e  ? What a c t iv i t ie s  did the in m a te s  h ave ? What 

type o f s tu d ie s  w e r e  th ey  su b jec ted  to  ?
- In m a tes  w e r e n ’t g iv en  any m il i ta r y  tr a in in g  h e r e .  T h ey  

on ly  a tten d ed  p o l it ic a l  c o u r s e s .  T h ey  w er e  su b jec ted  to  

in te n s iv e  p o l it ic a l  in d o c tr in a tio n  w ith  th e  v ie w  o f c o r r e c t in g  

th e ir  th ou gh ts and p o lit ic a l  stan d , u n til th e t im e  th ey  m ade
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a m en d s fo r  th e ir  p a st  e r r o r s .  O nly th en  w e r e  th ey  r e in s ta te d ,  
and a llo w ed  to  go b ack  to  the a r m y .

» 200 . W ere in m a te s  g iv e n  adequ ate food  d urin g  th e ir  s ta y  at the
cam p  ?
- T he d a ily  food  a llo w a n ce  p e r  h ead  w a s N V N $ 0 .6 8 ;  th at i s  

to  sa y  N VN $ 0 .2 2  l e s s  than  the o rd in a ry  s o ld ie r 's  food  

a llo w a n c e .
201. H ow m an y  b ec a m e  en lig h ten ed  a fte r  h av in g  sp en t so m e  tim e  

at th is  cam p  ? W here w e r e  th ey  se n t to  fr o m  th e  cam p  ?
- A ll  o f th em  w ou ld  e v e n tu a lly  b e c o m e  e n lig h te n e d . H o w ev er ,  
e v e n  so , th ey  w ou ld n 't be sen t sou th  a g a in . T h ey  w ould  go  

b a ck  to the a rm y , th ou gh  , and w ould  be a s s ig n e d  to  v a r io u s  

u n its , su ch  a s  tan k , a n t i -a ir c r a f t  o r  a r t i l l e r y  u n its  s ta tio n ed  

in  N V N .
f 2 02 . Such le n ie n t  tr e a tm e n t o f d e s e r t e r s  w ou ld , to  m y  m in d ,
r.

* e n c o u r a g e  m o r e  d e s e r t e r s  fr o m  the N V A  s in c e  the tr o o p s
know  th at th ey  cou ld  e x p e c t  an a s s ig n m e n t  on the h om e fro n t  

a fte r  a re in d o c tr in a tio n  p er io d  at th e Thu Dung ca m p . Do 

you  know  why NVA  d e s e r t e r s  w er e  not r e a s s ig n e d  to  a c tiv e  

duty in  SVN ?
- In m y  o p in io n , i t  i s  b e c a u se  o f the r is k  th at th ey  w ould  

d e s e r t  aga in  i f  se n t sou th .
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