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BUIINT

NO.

A Viyear-old priva*™ ; in .the NVA maiit force, Chuan“rallied only two
dzys aftd” Tad infil rated across the DMZ
di sappeatrad fror. his ChiclU Noi villago, and it is now rumored that he was
pa-=< -K i spy-Cahotaye riZ; th:e Chieu Eoi cinter will neither confirm nor
jAV..ythis. It is wo:rthy of note that ha was originally pointed out to the
interview team as a suspected spy-. His interview was shorter than desired
because he was in the orocess of moving at the time.

Ckua:>, a native of 1rfthe An province in North Vietnam, was the son of
a well-to-do land-owning family. His father died when he was young. During
the Communistsl land-reform campaign, in 1955, Chuan’s mother was accused be-
fore the People®s Tribunal of being rich because she had exploited the poor
people, and her land was expropriated. Later, during the Rectification of
Errors campaign, she was given bach just, enough land to support the family.

Chuan married o ily five days ,lafore his main-force unit crossed the Ben
Hai River and .marched, across the horder into Quang Trai province. He says
he volunteered to go South with the idea of surrendering because he was
"unhappy with the policies of the North Vietnamese Government. My Tamily is
a landlord family, so they ware always criticizing my family and myself."

Chuan*s superiors directed his unit to avoid Vietnamese troops but to
strike hard against Americans and their allies. He emphasizes how deeply
the people of the North detest Americans, primarily because of the incessant
bombing which frequently Kkills civilians and hits hospitals and other civilian
buildings.

In the North Chuan saw Russian textile-engineer advisors but no Chinese.
He recalls that in 19; 4 the Hanoi Government forbid people to continue listen-
ing to Radio Peking, afraid that discussions of the Sino-Soviet dispute would
dishearten them, CRu f liticai cora“.isadr "1 ma’ the problems ™= gvCJIYV
and his coterie.

Chuan speaks of Uncle Ho in glowing terms. He witnessed his election,
when he won $9»5% of the oates. "It was necessary to realize,” he says,
"that Uncle Ho was the only one who deserved that honor because he had
sacrificed so much for his country. He had no home, no wife, no family.

My own idea is that you too should recognize his work because he has sacri-
ficed so much and .has succeeded in opposing the French."

Chuan thinks Phan Van Pong will succeed Ho Chi Minh, but is not sure he
merits the position, He views the war "not so much a battlefield but a test-
ing ground for all countries.,.who want to try out their weapons. It includes
everyone from, the Russians to the Koreans to the Americans to the Chinese."
lie sees no end except negotiation, but defends Ho"s refusal to negotiate by
pointing out the South"s violation of the Geneva Agreement.

2
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Chuan had not heard of the Chieu Hoi program before he defected. Ha
told his reconnaissance unit ha felt sick and wanted to rest,and after they
left him, he mat some Regional Force troops and talked them into allowing
him to enter their outpost. He fold them he could no longer stand the hard
life in-"the 1TP and that he wanted to surrender. Ha was sent to Hué and
transported to Saigon, where he claims the military security people beat
him with a large stick. He also complained that he could not get along on
24 piasters a day. Chuan joined the security service assigned to guarding
the post and watching for spies, and because of this was allowed passes to
go into Saigon, He says his other buddies do not have any real freedom at
the center.

Chuta- found the subject matter taught at Chieu Hoi easy to understand
because it is the direct opposite of everything taught by the Communists.
He refutes- the theory that North Vietnam is invading the South by pointing
out that all are Vietnamese, so it is legal for them to live in Vietnam,
Invaders, by his definition, are foreigners. He says, "l think that the
method of teaching in the North is much better,”™ but he does not specify in
what ways, Chuan says many people at the center '"do not really know who is
fighting for the right cause. The VC say that they are,,.and the Government
says the same thing. But in reality all that is obvious is that this is a
war between Vietnamese and Vietnamese, and Vietnamese are killing each other.

The Vietnamese interviewers characterized Chuan as a 'stubborn, hard-
headed Northerner,” They said that he had turned the tables and was trying
to propagandize them.






"A.

Has it difficult to leave your wife after only 5 days? Did
vou have to leave in secret?

No. Everyone in the North knew we were going because people
in the North are very anxious to volunteer to come and Tfight
avahnsi: the American invasion in the South« They have enoug
men to go to the South. The women, at this time, are not
allowed to go, so this is why | had to leave after 5 days
and she could not coma with me.

Have you thought of taking another wife in the South?

Mo, bacausa in fhe Nor

imo*ie . All you need

Céramano, but in the South, people still have all the tradi-
tional COramonies, so is very expensive and X don"t have
i}"at mvol- money. Ever; unday, they let me out of the

Center to take a walk
d®ings cvor and it is 1
money around here to di

Vie have been told that it"s very difficult to get a pass,
Why is It that you are allowed to go out everyweek end/

I received this privilege because 1 am a member of the se-
curity service in the Chieu Hoi, Center,

Interviewer"s Note; There is now a large Vietnamese altercation going on
because Miss Cue, our female interviewer, has risen to the defense of South-

ern womanhood,

the says that the girls in the North demand that their hus-

bands provide all kinds of material things for them and that the girls in
the South are much nicer and don"t demand anything except their husband.
says that sii B3S telling the truth and

also ggire;

le. If_you
along YATr,
5 with them

bat the Southern people are

v them for a month and. : you are a good fellow, you can
lieli- But if you are not a good fellow, you could not get
évea after a yea.9

T you were anxious to volunteer to fight in the South, why
min it that you rallied to the Chieu Hoi program after only

two days here?

I had to say that | was a volunteer in order to be allowed

to go to the Couth, I wanted to go to the South and rally
because 1| was unhappy with the policies of the North Viet-
namese Government so in order to get to the South, 1 had

to pretend to"be a volunteer.






Mhat ware your grievances with the North Vietnamese Govern-
ment?

My family is a landlore” family, so they were always criti-
ciri'v. my family and myself. For that reason, when 1 was
dratted into the Arax 1 did not wish to go into combat with
uty regiment and 1 hid when I went on maneuvers. When they
same back, they found i®, everyone criticized me,

kind of criticisms did they make of you at this time?
What die they do to you?

Than criticized me and wrote an official letter listing my
errors and after that, that was all, they didn"t do any-
thing else 10 «so But after that they, watched me pretty
closely.

Did your family suffer any hardships during the land reform
in North Vietnam?

My father has fee dead for a long time. It was my mother
who was accused behr the Peoples Tribunal,

What did they accuse Zour mother of?

They said that she was rich because she had exploited the
poo: people,

That did they do to her, if anything?
The accused her and then they expropriated her land,

"Tren, did this take place7 Wwhat year?

i-

He Chi Minh has later talked about- err“ors committed during
the land reform period. Could you tell us what some of those
errors were®

During the land reform period, the poor people made a profit
from putting down the land owners. Sometimes this is not
very jJust because there were some land owners who were not
exploiters of the poor. Things went to a rather far extreme.
So I Chi Minh revised the categories and if the people real-
ly were land owners, they did not get their land back, but if
they were just farmers who owned their own land and worked
hard, they were compensated for their losses.






Which catsgory did your family fall into? Did your mother
201 any o-: her land back?

Yec, she. rot oack _just enough to support the family. In the
beginning, It unc rather difficult for us, We only had a
little bit of rice ad. it was too late to bring in the bar-

You said you were involved with the security service at
the Chieu lloi Center, that does the security service do?

"ueetlol! - r t7e security service is both to watch out
spies aiid to guard against attacks coming from outside.

Hav.i you over found any s

1 v.d only belonged. to the
and iIn.this time, we have

Why were you chosen to be

The reason was that after

I wanted to become a worker for the Government and so before
being sent for cadre training somewhere else, | worked on
securitv here.

When did your unit leave the North for South Vietnam?

In I} of 1916.

How long did it take you to reach the South?

It only took one day because we simply went across the Ben
Hai River which is iIn the Demilitarized Zone.

What route did you take?
We simply marched across the border.

During the time you were in the Demilitarized Zone and
crossing over Into South Vietnam, did you ever see any leaflets?

I saw a lot of leaflets, but everyone from the smallest

child to the oldest parson detested the Americans and hated ,
them very much and SO nobody paid any serious attention to -
the leaflets.
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TJhen you were in the Demilitarised Zone and crossing over
into Couth Vietnam were you ever attacked by airplanes?

No.

Be bre you came to uho South, what did your superior officers
tell you to aspect's

I belonged to a reconnaissance unit that moved out in front
of the main forces. Perhaps the other men back further were
told what to expect, but we were never told. Our job was
simply to run reconnaissance,

*here you not told who you would be fighting in the South?”
Did they tell yen. you “wortl*5 be fighting Vietnamese troops,
American troops, or both?

Above all, they told us that we were coming to South Viet-
nam to fight against the American troops and their allies,
such as the Filipinos and. the Koreans and other foreigners.
They did not tell us we were coming to fight against the
Vietnamese forces. Our orders were to try to avoid the
Vietnamese troops and not to fire on them unless.they attacked
us FTirst. In general, we ware ordered not to engage Vietnam-
ese military, but as for the Americans and the allied troops,
no matter where they were hiding, it was necessary to find
them and fight against them. 1"ve heard a lot of things about
the Americans, For example, when the American troops come
into a village, they ask the old people to show them where

the VC arc and if the people don"t show them, the American
troops will beat the people up. And as for the ARVN, 1 heard
that an ARVIT soldier, if he meets a young girl will violate
her and also that the ARVMs would steal the chickens and the
m*ions of the people. During the political course | took
here at.the Center, | asked the teacher about that problem

and he said this was sometimes true about the Viethamese
troops,

Why did the people in the North hate the Americans so much?

They hate the Americans because the Americans have bombarded
the North too much. They recognize that sometimes the Ameri-
cans drop toys and soap and things that the people in the
North need and the people come out the next day and pick these
things up, but then the planes return and drop bombs on them.
When planes bomb in the North, they sometimes succeed in des-
troying their objective in one attack, but other times, they






will at as ewgy as 20 tlines and cause very minor damage
to the LAY And In th.ese latter cases, the planes sue-

seed . killing more people and have even bombed hospitals,
T7ie aeopls dot"."~ know if the planes are doing this on pur-

aoro or if It occurs by accident.

Could you tell us about you : experience in the Ghieu Hoi
pcogré and your opin lor®?

The goal of the Government bn the Chieu Hoi program is very
good because they want to get more ralliers and thereby end
the "gar, but the people® who are charged with carrying out
the policy do not always do so correctly. This includes
people like the Joint General Staff Interrogation, who
have often maltreated Hoi Chanh. 1 myself was beaten with
1l hi stick.

Tlhere did this happen?

At the Joint General Staff Interrogation Center in Saigon,
In. there, many Koi Chanh are taken and treated the same as
prisoners, Uhsn I became a rallier they took me to Hue and
from there 1 was transported to Saigon and taken to the
military security people who beat me up. In the leaflets,
it says that if you rally the Government will treat you like
a child and take very good care of you, but coming from the
North, 1 have no relatives here and I have very great need
for assistance from the Government.

I have no help from my family and what can I do and how can
1 get along on 24 piasters a day and 500 which 1 received
for my first pay. Many of us left the VC because there was
no liberty and we were seeking liberty here, but in fact we
do not have very much freedom. Because | belong to the se-
curity service, 1 am allowed to go out sometimes, but my othe
buddies who do not belong to the service are not allowed.
They do not have any real freedom. When I became a rallier,
I had very good reasons to do so because of my gripes against,
the Hanoi Government, but many of the people I"ve talked to
here do not really know who is fighting for the right cause,
The VC say that they are fighting for the right cause and
the Government says the same thing. But, in reality, all
that is obvious is that this is war between Vietnamese and
Vietnamese,and Vietnamese are killing each other.

Could you tall me how you First heard about the Chieu Hoi
program?






A.

I had never heard about the Chieu Hoi program. 1 just
intended tc leave the North Vietnamese military forces.

Before, you left the VC, what did you have in your mind as
0 whom yau. wanted to meet and where you wanted to go?

I profitted from the fact that 1 was with a reconnaissance
unit. Whan that unit was approaching the forest | said that
I felt sick and | wanted to rest, | told them if | did

this now 1 could catch up with the unit, but if I waited
until we got info the forest, 1 would probably never find
than and so“they agreed, |1 was alone on the road and soon
afterward, 1 met soma Regional Forces troops. These soldiers
were afraid of me because they saw 1 was wearing a North
Vietnamese uniform and so they tried to avoid me. But 1
yelled to them 'dn. t run away, please stop, 1 want to tell
you something,® And so I finally entered the outpost. The
officer there was going to have his men shoot at me but I
told him not to because X wished to talk with him and 1 said
that 1 was a member of the Liberation Front and that 1 could
no longer stand the hard life out there and that I wanted
to surrender. One of the soldiers told me that I must be a
Hoi Chanh and 1 didn’t know what a Hoi Chanh was but | guess
I agreed that’s what 1 must be. The weapons 1 had with me
included a bayonet and two grenades,

What kind of a weapon did you carry when you were in the
North Vietnamese Amy?

I was an assistant in operating a recoilless rifle. This
was a Russian-made weapon,

Did you ever see any signs of Communist Bloc assistance
during the time you were in North Vietnam or in the South?

In ISS h | saw some Russian .advisors, but I never saw any
Chinese, It is possible that there are some now, but 1
bidnv: see any before because 1 was just a soldier,

"That did those Russian advisors that you Saw do?

The Russians ware textile engineers.

Among the non in your unit, did they say that the Russians
ad. the Chinese were ideologically the same or different?

k= genral, the people did not speak about those things, ex-
cept on the Hanoi radio. After 1964, the people were






authorised to freely listen to Peking radio at any time,

but after ISCA, because of the dispute between the Chinese
Communists and the Russian Communists, the Government in
Hanoi forbade the people to listen to Radio Peking anymore
because they ware afraid that the people would hear about

the dispute between the two Communist countries and thereby
become disheartened, They were afraid that knowledge about
the dispute would hurt morale among the population and that
they would not ha willing to fight as effectively against the
Americans.

In the Ay, did your political commissar ever talk about
these matters of ideology?

The political criaissor only talked about this in general
terms. Re saild that if there is a dispute between China
and Russia, it is not a dispute between the Russian and
Chinese people*. It is a dispute which is the fault of
Khrushchev and the coterie around him.

Could you tell us something about your experience in the
Chiau. Hoi .Camters That have you thought of the political
indoctrination courses?

It IS very easy to understand the subject matter that is
taught in the educational courses because it is the direct
opposite of everything that was taught ir. the VC, If you
want to understand VC policy, think exactly opposite from
the Government and if you want to understand Government policy,
think exactly opposite from what they taught you in the \C.
First, let ne fall you about the policy of the Hanoi Govern-
ment, They say up there that if you own a house and some
stranger comes and wants to move in, you turn him out. In
this way, the Chinese once came to Vietnam and ruled the
country for a thousand years, but the Vietnamese threw them
out. Then, afterwards, the French came, and the.way they
Iived, was to govern Vietnam and to exploit the country. The
French stayed, and governed the country for more than CO years.
The Government of Saigon says that now we have an invasion
by the VC, but who are the VC? They are Vietnamese, They
were born in Vietnam and. have the same blood in their veins.
They are Vietnamese and so it.ls legal for them to live in
Vietnam, so the criticism that the political course here
makes of.the invasion of South Vietnam by the VC is false.
The VC say that the real invasion is the invasion by the
Anericans, because the Americans live very Tar from Vietnam
and they are not Vietnamese. Their invasion is the same as
the invasion by the Chinese and the French and the country

1C






is being invaded by not only the Americans, but aloe the
allies such as the Koreans, the Filipinos., the Australians
and the Me"« Zealanders In the policy of the Chieu Itci
Center, shay consider the Emeticant as something like big
retiers in the free world and they cay that men there is
.- _.V.jicn of a country by _ r"h" t country it is the Iluty
of the big brother to or.”, and hie small brother ir. re -
sistin’ the invafeiloiit r think etc.: the method of teaching
in the North is reach b mits,. for implanelug in year head the
things they want you to know, 7 think it is mash better
done thin it is rear, not calking about ".le contents,. But
I do realize tea . South Vietr.au is a country of the free
world, I can steak freely and | can think wnat I want and
1 think that the Americans hate treated me better than tie
Vietnam ese -

In the North, the Government has methods of getting things
done, such as whenever they have an objective- they always
ask the people to rz dv.ee rorr. than is really necessary in
order to over ful"iLi.. “rotas and in order, to encourage the
people to work hard ". v, - people are quite aware of this
technique. Wha. ngs &: . a-ccmpm®.shtdj it is the
work of the peop”“ a . o: nc”erss .ily of the Government.
At times, however , ir , do not aucc .ee in realizing their
objectives such ns i, too ¢.ad r2 ,rc, which was false.
But the Norther. Gove ,r.,ant makes an effort to explain to
the people and :0 t act tii c their policy before they want
them to do something this can bt very effective, because
the people then know why they arc «apposed to be carrying
out a project«

In the North, when they organize a campaign to accomplish a
project, do they aver send agents in among the people in
order to spur them to work harder?

The First thing they do before organizing people to do a
job is to explain to them why they must dc it in a class«
First of all, there are meetings among the ™arty members
and afterward the members of the .civilian organizations.
The next meetings are held among the technicians who work
among the people« These technicians are the cues who have
to work, Et is not like here, where they work out of an
office, but they are required to work with the people on
the project. They see that the people work as much as the
Party wants them to« The people like to work and they work
very joy hilly.






That did you think about the way the election that was held
in South Vietnam on September 11th was organized?

The way we would do that in the North-X witnessed the election
or President Ho Chi Minh-ic simply to organize classes two cr
thr_e days before the election,, They didn"t really need to
make all this propaganda. e After the people had gone to the
classes, the President was reelected by 99,5% of the vote.

In thw North are there any people who do not go to vote?
No. Everybody goes to vote,
Mere there any other candidates besides llo Chi Minh?

I don"t know if there were any other arrangements, but as far
as | could see Uncle Ho was the only candidate. Xt was neces-
sary to realise that Uncle Ho was the only one who deserved
that honor because he had sacrificed so much for his country.
He had no home, no wife, no family and had sacrificed every-
thing for Vietnam, My own idea is thaty etoo should recognize his
work because he has sacrificed so much and liass succeeded in op-
posing the French.

Do you think Ho Chi Minh has any vices?

Ho Chi Minh comes from a village which is about 20 kilometers
from my village and is in the same district. I know that Ho
Chi Minh likes *0 smoke cigarettes. He likes to smoke a kind
of cigarette called Tan Dao and another kind called Trucng Son,

Do you know if Ho Chi Minh ever drinks liquor?

1 don"t know about that, but | know that in *58 Ho Chi Minh came
back to visit in his native village and thepeople were very happy
that he had come. They had a great feast and a festival
with plenty of food and decorations, In that part of North Viet-
nam, they do not have rice at all times of the year. Sometimes
they eat rice, sometimes potatoes, sometimes manioc, but maize
also, TTren Ho Chi Minh came, even though it was a poor village,
they had a great feast. But He Chi Minh himself did not take

part in the great feast and all he ate was some glutinous rice,
which he carried in his pocket. Afterwards, Ho Chi Mit;h made a
criticism and he said I"Wwhy do you treat me differently from
anybody else and why do you not feed me what you eat yourselves
every day? You must remember that we are a country at war

against the Americans and their lackeys. The South is the battle-
field and our soldiers are fighting there", he said, "And so we

in the North are like the rear area and :he home land and we

must save our vice and money to send to the soldiers who are fighting

against thé Americans and their lackeys in the South."
12






After dl0 mnevitable pac xng away of lucre He, do you think
«thatO is anyone e 9P in Kordi Vietnam who deserves to be
pres ant

Fla.* - T ing H wo do:- y sneceed Undo Ho by the regulation,

lyim; j0o< 1 oa.lV Wwow > 10 njii .s she position that Uncle Ho

. )pg*

Jo oa hue-"r;ml. -VIVT . & who could be successors to Ho

M om hi

Hte - ¥ 3 "’k : aslbe from Thai ""sa Dcag,

“Ore) 1 i uo ™I f::ddces not need to have guards

arc < him xAs i oy 00 rD”7 her.:. Every time that General Ky
u: 508 drcl? Q@:u iIn. to privert him from being

as za ss inat*ed, but 11 ra_ th ill_goes out by himself and does net

hevC any fixd of anyone-
Hwv lor. . dc you think ill~ war will continue?

Thin i. very ha"3 to scy .?cau™ ft seems ¢ha-5 r:his is not so

notch a bat :icf:. ie as a to-.-ling jyound for all countries xn the
world who want to try out the: *weapon -, This includes both

the Governments of Hanoi js allies®™ and the alivea of the Saigon
Government It includes everyone from the kusaxcaa, to tue
Koreans, tc the Ansar loans, to the Chinese, The Government in

North Vietnam cannot defeat the Saigon Government and the Govern-
ment in Saigon cannot defeat the Gov:n.d at in the North, So
the only way you car. stop the war is by negotiation-

yJhy do you think lie Chi Minh has not been willing to negotiate
as yet?

You really shouldn"t say that he refuses to negotiate because

if is first necessary to understand what happened after the
Treaty of. Genevax Ho Chi llrk signed the treaty with the Trench
and accordlog- to-the treaty, two years later the French were

to give this part of the country to Ho Chi Minh, The French

did not keep their word as th:y had pledged in the treaty, and
they gave the South to a man named hgo Dinh Diem, who had studied
in France, So the Diem <k ;j ament set itself up iIn South Vietnam
and began to treat Vietnam like two different countries. But
this is not true. And Diem behaved just as the Americans and the
French, told him to behave, And succeeding Diem have been all
these ofrer regime*Khcnh and Ky and all the others, who have done
the same thing. Ho Chi iiiuh had been promised the country after
the Treaty of Geneva so the reason for his not negotiating

1n






is that the lias with the Government of the South, and
vitl the Americans.and the others who have followed the French,
Doth, the VC axl the Vietnamese government are fighting for one
«r.!, and that

is to —=ro7 the countryy This
it C =?unist oOr dr=

is the goal wether
. ¥ k r But the way it is now,
ad- kKo- th & Viotn € rve

fhe North
~ike two foreign countries.

14






INTERVIEWER™S COMMENTS

The vcjspondent was characterized by the South Vietnamese interviewers
at, a "stub:.ora, bard headed Northerner." They said that he had turned the
tables anlwas trying to props./raize, them,

1" a' esate, he was N ite fra; - after an initial period of suspicion
and some htutility towr.™1 th interview team.

he 1Ta:ar learned "hat the responder escaped from the Chieu Hoé village
and. ".as 1. returned Al Char.' at -s National Center informs us that
ha was ear;: of a rpv-se'c:a;a ring which was exposed, but the Center officials
wonla :31 wiaf*.tb.J.r, though they would not deny it either. It is worthy
or note ah;ma t° "rasp v'de f arc or:; .".relly pointed out to us as a suspected
spy.






