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Mark your calendar
APrl 23-25: AFL-CIO.
OranzigInstitutetring
Los Angeles1. APALA--..
recruitment. Call (800), 848-
. 21. Other sessions in May
(fSan Jose) and July (Oakland.)

Api28! Workers Memorial
Dy.Seepage 4.

-May 4.:Building Prosperity
update-on state and..federal
legislation, Los Angeles.
SponsoPred by California Labor.
Federation. and AFL-CIO..'
(415) 986-3585 x229.. Seepage 3.

May-3-5-: "Building.Partnerships
V1,3% Workers' Assis.,tance
Program,.-(415) 395-909'1.

May 11: Building Prosperity.
update on state and federal
legislation, Oaland. Seepage 3.

May 14-15: Booting Up for the
New.Millnniu, Western
Labor Communicators. San
Francisco. (408) 998-0428 x238.

May. 14-16: Union, City.by Ciwy
AFL-CIO0 conference for
CenrlLabor Councils. LAs
Vegas. (213) 387-1974.

May 18:, Building Prospeity
update on state and federal
legislation, Fre-sno.'.Seepage 3.

June 7-8. Workplace Institute
Conference, "Making the
Workplace Work,"' labor-man-
agement cooperative venxtures.
Info: (916) 567-9915..
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.Asseembiymember Darreii Steinberg,
author of the Federation's
underground economy bill, rallied
with members to demand
enforcement of wage and hour laws
and an end to sweatshops.

Union members raise state capiltol roof
More than six hundred union

members and leaders gathered in
Sacramento March 22-23 to learn about
the Building Prosperity legislative
program for working families, educate
legislators, and rally in support of pro-
worker legislation.

The joint Legislative Conference, co-

sponsored by the Federation and the
State Building and Construction Trades
Council, drew a record number of
participants from local unions, central
labor and building trades councils. The
crowded room of activists heard
enthusiastic speeches pledging support
for labor's legislative campaign from

elected officials,.
including Governor
Gray Davis, Speaker
Antonio Villaraigosa,
Senators John
Burton and Hilda
Solis.

Secretary-Treasurer
Art Pulaski reminded
union members that

Senate President Pro Dan Lungren
Tem John Burton credited organized
authored SB 16 to labor with his defeat
protect prevailing last November, and
wage. thanked activists for
their successful campaign efforts. Pulaski
urged leaders to examine the current
political situation carefully to better
understand the perils ahead.
"Tremendous pressures from the
corporate side and tough races in 2000
are obstacles to passing the Building
Prosperity program," he said. "Some of
the candidates we elected fear the
shadows. We must relieve their fears with
a pro-active, grassroots legislative
campaign."

State Building and Construction

people. We must get back to labor's real
job-making life better for working
people:'$

Speaker Antonio Villaraigosa
responded to two standing ovations with
a moving speech. "I
come here as an

organier," he said,
"Not as someone
whose distant
relatives were union
members in the
past." Villaraigosa
reaffirmed his
commtet to Sen. H'Ilda Solis wrote
support the Building three Federation bills
Prosperity program to protect family
and announced his income.
support for AB 633, Darrell Steinberg's
bill to enforce wage and'hour laws and
clean up the under-ground economy.

Members testified in favor of the bill
before the Labor and Employment
Committee on March 23, and rallied on
the west steps of the Capitol Rojana
Cheunchujit, a Thai garment worker from
El Monte, described an underground
economy where workers are denied
minimum wage, overtime pay, and basic
workplace safety protections.

Steve Nutter, Federation vice president
and UNITE organier, said, 'AB 633 is
for garment workers, construction
workers, janitors and everyone who
works for a living. The underground
economy threatens everyone who
depends on a paycheck, and hurts
responsible employers." Nutter described
the union's work with community
organizations to bring pressure on
garment manufacturers and contractors,
incluIng the GAP One group, Global
Exchange, brought giant puppets that
reached the second story of the Capitol
building and parodied Don Fisher, GAP
president and Prop 226 contributor.

Chuck Center, Laborers legislative
director, addressed wage and hour
violations in construction. The
importance of the rally was demonstrated
as legislators exited the Capitol to join
union members.

The Building Prosperity legislative
program moves into action in districts
and communities around the state.

Updates in Los Angeles, Oakland and
Fresno in May will carry the legislative
program into the field. Seepage 3for
detdl.

Speaker Villaraigosa draws applause from Art Pulaski, Tom Rankin, Sonia Moseley, Bob Balgenorth
and Richard Zampa with his pledge to support Federation legislation on the underground economy.
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JaeotP0enpe4ape
FEPC's 40th Birthday

4y Kenneth C Burt and Fred GlAs
April 16, 1959. Forty years ago tbis mont the California

Legislature oudlawed the overt practice of racial discriminaionin
the workplace. While now accepted as "normal," the change was a

huge victory
The fight to secure a state Pair Employment Practices

Commission was organized out of the offices of the California
labor Federation in San Francisco and the Jewish. labor
Committee (JLC) in Los Angeles.

Afican American Assemblymembers Augustus Hawkins and
Byron Rumford carried the bill. C.L. Dellums of the Sleeping Car
Porters chaired the labor, minity and religious coalition. William
Becker and Max Mont from the JLC staffed the group.

The FEPC bill was reintroduced each session. Every rime it
would die, but get a few more votes in the Republican-controlled
Legislature.

The FEPC was the first major bill passed by the new
Legislature.

The Fair Employment Practices Act outlawed discrimination
based on race, creed or national origin. The act created a

permanent Fair Employment Practices Commission to enforce the
law, i INddin the power to subpoena witnesses and to levy fines.
Governor Brown appointed Dellums to the original commission
and he became chair in 1965. Shortly after its creation, the
commission hired Spanish-speaking staff to spread the message
within the Latino communIty.

Governor Davis recently appointed attorney Dennis W Hayashi,
a former director of the Japanese American Citizens League, to
head the now named Department of Fair Employment and
Housn

The 40th anniversary of the FEPC will be celebrated in
Southern CaIifornia at the Jewish Labor Committee's 64th Annual
Recogition Awards Brunch on June 6 at the Beverly Hilton Hotel.
Honorees are Congressman Augustus Hawkins, Congressman
Edward Roybal and past FEPC chair Carmen Warschaw. For
details, call (323) 965-7600.

Kenneth C Burt is political directorfor the Cakfornia Federation of

Infrastructure Comission
To insure that California's infrastructure needs

o9~ are met, Governor Gray Davis created the

Commission on Building for the 21st Century
1' j Treasurer Art Pulasi will serve with Bob

Balgenorth (State Building Trades), John
Casiey (Carpenters), jimn Keliogg (Pipefitters),

Elfisco Medina (SEIU), and Max Warren (Laborers).
The Commission will develop a comprehensive bilding", plan,

and multi-year bond package, by identifying critical infrastructure
needs and outlinin long-term capital investment plans. A
preliminary report is due later this sping, withfia
recommendations expected in December 2000.
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Unionists educate legislators on Bumildoing Prol,
With the successftil completion of the

Legislative Conference, the Federation turns its
attention to engaging union members in
communities around the state in the Building.
Prosperity for Working Families Campaign.

Updates on State and Federal Legislation
in Los Angeles, Oakland and Fresno will prepare
leaders and acitivists to spread the Building
Prosperity message and mobilize membership
support for the campaign.

"Our campaign to pass the Building
Prosperity Legislative Program will help working
families help themselves;'" said Art Pulaski, the
Federation's executive secretary-treasurer.

The campaign is built around grassroots
lobbying- by Legislative Action Committees at
central labor and building trades councils.
Building on trinin begun at the joint legislative
conference workshops, the May sessions will
help councils, local union staff, and members

xogl

)aign
r-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------articulate the message and organize to support

the prgram.PROGRESS REPORT
Thanks to grassroots lobbying efforts,'many Building: Prosperity billsbhave

"This is the first time in sixteen years that we j been scheduled for hearing or passed through their first committee. Watch
have had an adminstration open to labor's: the Campaign Connection fax for regular updates. and action alerts.

agenda;' said President Tom Rankin. "The Age discrlminatlon
Federation is moving ahead on the issues that 4 B826, Martha Euia. .........Senate floor
affect working people every day, like daiy:Chilid care copensation and retention.
overtime pay, using sick days to care for family -AB22DnArer. ..........Haig41
members, and banning age discrimination. Pete :Diyoetm a
Wilson was the only governor in this century AA 0WlyKo............Haig42'Disclosure of coprate tax credits
who failed to sign an increase in uhaemploymentAA 120GlraR er. .........Hrig48
benefits, so today California ranks 50th in the :Immigrant workersM rights-
nation in replacing income for unemployed: SIB 996, Patrick Johnston.............. Hearing 4/14
workers. We can fix this.". Minimum-wags Inces and Indxn

Industral Welfare -Commission Action-
Councils responded to-, the Federation's call -to 'O nbsG fiBgt. --

meet with legislators by holding meetings in the .-4-1670, Judciryaomitte...... ......MaeHearing. 4/27
State Capitol on March 23. Report backs from :Pceln reo fsec
these meetings are being gathered and analyzed -A 28 hiaKel..........Haig42
in conjunction with Federation lobbyist reports S'1-ohPrevailingwagsn aas ss aW 0g aR

to determine which legislators will need the 4B1,Jh utn...........Haig31Protectingwoces health and saet
most communication from constituents. AB13-127, 'Darrell Steinberg................."PaSsed 62 -by

fisNomtee onApril:7';.goesto.Assembly Appropriationsrnext
'We started this process in DecemberbyRihtoOgnz

researching the legislation and building support t#-AB 442, GlCdlo. ..........Passed-.6-2 by
among union leaders for a nine-point legislative : -first committee on. April 7; goes to'Assembly Appropriations next
program," said Political Dkrector Rebecca iller. ISick days to care for family
"Our Sacramento-based legislative advocates 4-',AB 1091 Wally Knox.......................aPassed 6-2 by

soliite auhor anshehered 6 bllsfirst committee on April. 7; goes to Assembly Appropriations next

through initial committee hearings. We refined 'SaedsbltInuacSB 656, Hilda Solis............Senate Approp.
our message and researched public opinion. :Undrrund economy - wags and hour enforcement
Now we are ready to take the campaign to the 1-AB 633, Darrell Steinberg................. Hearing 4/21
members, and engage them in a legislative Unemployment.:Insurance
process that delivers the goods for California." i SB 546, HIWda-Sblis ......... ........Hearing.4/14

'Workerscompensaltion
AI SB 320, Hilda Solis ................... .Rp mmyf m...mTobe scheduled:

L------------------------------------eNaeaseaneaneme asmansm--------------------------aim!
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Cor uleb i favor

won.nIMporanvctry for

Marc, whn,t6ucesful
arguedthtwreshvte
righi.t0ovote..in-uniuon- repre-
sentation.elections,dregardles
of imgainstatus.

After lsing arepresenta-
tioneeeto,the epoe

claimedthat*workrs. wer
und0oumented and&had been

ineigbleatthe:time-of the
vote.* On apel teNit

DitrctCurt ruld+that
undocu+mented workers are

eligible +to+ vote+i they are
members of the:+bargaining'

uiApproximAtey+++fifty

workersaewlo d to++the
uinmovement,

TheCesscut
+The natiOnal AFL-CIO

will +partner+with+++ the Census
Burau+onsure a more

accurate head count in the
2000 census+.+ Low-income
workers,+ immigts and
Scommunites of+ color were
udercoun++ted+in te19

ICensus,+and netyers count
willmakelimied se+of sci

entific smlntoimprove
,accuracy Californamy+an
lose+or simply redraw

al hea ontii00.A
accuratecutowrkn
famiewilast

Caliornins i getingfederal
services. andrprsnttona
the s-tate a.nd--I.na..tioa level.

UnIz,atf.it gin
Rbn-Unz, amus-for

attackng bilngualeducation
withProp227,hasdrafte

another ightar iitfitive.

reapportionment bIy judicial.
commite n ol take
the-redititn process away
from Californiua!s -worker-
friendly..legislature, to assure

stronger:.Repulian districts
and. deny working families
representation.

Propon.ents drafted nine
versions -of theJinitiatives and-
may. begin.circulating;one in
time to quaify for:.the March
7,2000 primary. election.

Justice- for Janitors'
long journey flelds
victory

During.their four-year
figh with management,
Sacaet aiosmarched-
150Mile6s.. to Palo-Alto, stay-
ing with labOr and communi--

Ity supporters -alonhg the route.

They enlisted the support of
religious and neighborhood

munity*forum.s to bringIlow-I
.wagevworkers-together, and*
cWiv dsbience actions-to

Capture:the&pblicsatni.
Thi ong journey held

rich.rewad&O March 30,
So5mers.BuildingyMaintenance
and SEIU-1877 announced
an agreement covering 500
janitors-.Indwnow
Sacra-mento,-and certain sur-

rounding. areas.. By April 8,
ote0 otrcoswereflifg

inlneo sin amaster*agee
ment

"Iti tim forSacrment

as~~~aaomniyt nseipto
the. plate and- help..lift jntr
out-of povety"sad.Mike.

Gri,union presdn
The, Somers* agreement
quicklyfletd.to.-a*contract with
American Building
Mainteance: and OneSource
janioralcontractors.-The
master a..greement.provides

and benefit:Increases, family*.
health:-be.nefits, and*an expi-
ration date. in.-2003.

Workers n6ted that wages
andbenefits ipovdduring-

the -high-iiiiycampaign..
"4Before--the:u'wn started to

prsuethe-opay6w*
had..ino:holidays,q no vacation,
no medcal,J; no. benefits-
nothing--fordth people."
NOW fthere.are paid holidays.,
sick leave6 and medical* cover-

Up, up and away...it's CEO pay:
.........In 1980,. EO

..made.42 times their
Average...workers' wage.*
Tody,tey ean326:

timesheir'verage
employee'serins
Moreinfrains

~ avaial-on the AFL-
(CIO*website at*

Nww.aflci.Or.

UA.L to set executive bonuses by survey.
Beginning next year600 United Airlines.execuivewllbe
evauaedbyemployee-and customer satisfcino-tm

achievement,adfnnilpromance. Asuveyo
employee*s. an-utoeswill measure-satisaction, and
determnine aprxmatl half o.xctve'bnss.
"The fact that-United officials did not .lockthe-.idea.or

force the unions to take* their -case to shareodrksasg
that things are cagn in this industry," said 1AM President
'Tom Buffenbarger.. It. may also reflect the* union'spowership
staket..in the omay.(Ds-it141.Messenger)
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