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AFL CO ITTION OPEITS AS i.EANY RIPS EISEITHOtTER

(C?LITL) $AUlr FRLITECISCO.eProspects of a mlilitant oppst to

creasing Tlhite HIouse reaction dominated the policy tou fat the 72nd

convention of the L-Aierican Federation of Labor which opened in St.

Louis this week,

In his k6eynote address, AFL proesident George i.".eany told more than

700 delegates that under the Eisenhower Ldrainietration "human values

have very definitely been submersed to the niaterial voelfare of the

greedy fLevi"

..q1 to %tue. CArL Duilding and Conatruction Trades
Dartment, I.eany bluntly charged that 2isenhower "is notr/littong onough

to stand up for hlis point of view."

Delegates gathered in St. Louis I Jefferson :iotel for the conven-

tion wtaich took added imaportance from the recent resignation of Uartin

P. Durkin as Secretary of Labor. Durkin resumed his Job as head of

the AFL Plumbers Union after revealing that. isenhower had backed down

on a pledge to recommend l9 amendments to the Taft-Hartley law to Con-

grees.

The AFS began its 72nd convention at its pealkb strength in history.

Attending delegates represented 8,854,921 nmembers, a gain of mon than

half a rmillion since thae 1952 eonvention,

Actually, 'this new high, taken froa the fizwncn r-Aa

30, 1953, is already outedat*4. Pret.tezit Heany Lis expnte to roveal

a substantial increa Iotal a of L uuat due to

upwiardrevision ~of -per a,pa.of' afhlatd
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l7ith the AFL-Eisenhox-er break commanding major new s attention,

the convention prepared to tackle the following critical issues:

(1) A "no raiding" pact w it'h the CIO.

(2) Plans for resolving jurisdictional disputes amruong AFL
afffiliates.

(s) Suspension of the International Longshorements Association.

HIeading the list of convention guest speakers are Vice President

Richard Ilixonr, Si'ecretar- of State John Foster Dulles, anad Secretary

Oveta Culp Hobby of the new Departm.Jent of TIealth, Education, and l7'el-

fare.

Other speakers listed for convention acLdresses are both Senators

from I.issouri - Stuart Syminhton and Thomas C. I-Iennings, Jr. and

the independent Senator froim Oregon, M7ayneMorse.

COU TC IL',
AFL XE=CUTJ IVE COIJICIL

£2001 -IEiJDS STROITG ?ROGRL To COITVITTIOIT

(CFLITL) SAII FRAT.CISCO.--Callinr for an ag,g-ressive program of pros-

perity and -peace, thle AFL Executive Council t'his .ionday subm.itted its

policy statemlents .to the 72nd convention of the national labor body

in St. Louis.

Outstand'ing recormendations wiere:

1. That every-r effort be miiade to elect a more liberal ConGress in
1954 to save labor's gains from being wiped out. Failure of
the 83d Congress to act on changes in the Taft-I1artley AIct
wias condemned.

2* That the nation's defense -prog,ral.m must be carried on at full
blast until peace and the securit;- of the free wriay of life
have been assured.

3.W That lAmerica pursue a firmn foreign policy, seeking to cement
allied unit-y but refusinr to appease Soviet aggression.

4. That an economnic depression can and mlust be avoided by careful
planning and an economyt of plenty based on progressively high-
er standards of living.

5. That a propoosed no-raiding ag,reement with the CIO be approved
as the first step toward or,anic labor unity. The council is
also expected to subimit a ;plan for dealing effectively with
jurisdictional disputes wiithin the AFL in a supplemental re-
port.
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6. That the Inte:Lnational Lonrshlioremnenv8 Union be susp)onded
from affiliation because of its failuLre t-o coinipljy with th-ie
council'ts directive to wipe out racketeering a;.d undern.o-
cratic practices.

7. That a neow headquarters building for the federation be con-
structed at a cost of '3.5 million on a site already purchlas-
ed nearby the YlhlCite Ihouse in the nation's capital.

8. That a mermorial fund be established to perpetuate the inoioaory
of the late ';illiam Green, president of the American Federa-
tion of Labor for 28 years until his death last .Toveriber.

9. That the size of the Executive Council be increased by two
additional vice presidents.

10. That efforts be concentrated to secure favorable action bvy
Congress on AFL programs for inproved Social `ecuarity, for
public housing, slum clearance and a hue, new hoine construc-
tion program, for federal aid to education to end school
shortages and provide hi-her standards for teachers, and for
civil rights legislation.

11. That labor muot be alert to the dangers of enactment of a
national sales tax and a trend toward giving away the poople's
interost in hydroelectric and atomic power developmcnt to
private intorests.

12. That ircr zo d el.nphasis be placed on org-anizinrg the unorganiz-
ed a<ldl3indi1m to thae-m the benefits of union membership,
Thoa counc-l rop-)ortod that AFL unions paid out more than Il00
lioi oi cashl Lbenefits to members in t-he last year.

STI!AT1 AFL PR:iSENTTS
PI V-P.-OTIhY1;II, OUSTIG PROG I. A ST . LOUIIS C,V17IJTTION

(CFLITL) ';JT-1RICISCO.--A resolution which would place the Armeri-

can Federation of Labor on record as ur-ring Concrress to enact a five-

point housing proL;ra-.i that will lleet requirements of fai.iilies with the

greatest need for housing, particularl-y the low and r7Aid&le incolio,

families whose housing needs have been largely ignored by speculative

builders and Congress, wias introduced this week at the LFL convention

in St. Louis by delegates C. J. Il{agEgerty, secretary-treasurer of the

California State Federation of Labor.

The resolution, wihich charges the loepublican controlled Congress

and Administration with having increased the difficulties of low and

middle income families to obtain decent haousing, was adopted at the

1953 convention of the state AFL worlcers in August.

Specific action urged by the resolution includes:
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1. Resumption of the low-rent public housing program as origin-

ally authorized by Congress in the Housing Act of 1949. This program

calls for the construction of 135,000 units annually. Succurmbing to

the pressures of the real estate lobby, Congress this year voted to

liquidate the program.

2. Reduction of financing costs of housing by making federally

insured loans under the PIA and VA programs available at reasonable

rates, and if necessaryr, by authorizing direct federal loans to home

buyers. The resolution points out that the admiinistration's high in-

terest rate policy, which has forced up GI and FTlA rates, is giving

the banks and lendin; institutions a huge bonus on largely risk-free

investmentus at the expense of prospective home purchasers.

3. Enactment of a cooperative housing prog,ram of low-cost long-

term loans to non-profit groups for construction of housing for middle-

incoome families.

4. Protection o2 the investment of homebuyers under federally

assisted housing programs by requiring a builder's warranty against

structural defects ar:esing during the first two years after purchase

of the house, and by permitting, home purchasers to delay regular pay-

ments for a limited p3riod when forced to do so by illness, unemploy-

ment or other unpreve-.table causes.

5. Requiring payment of the prevailing wage to all vworkers em-

ployed in constructicn under federally assisted housin, programs.

Other resolutions presented by Haggerty called upon the AFL to:

(1) Reaffirm its opr.osition to the Central Arizona Project which

would deprive Southern California of established Colorado River water

rights; (2) Support dual coverage of public employees by social se-

curity and private pfonsion plans; (3) Urge affiliates to increase dis-

play and advertismrient of the AFL syrmbol; (4) Support revision of

Congressional rules to prohibit committees from conducting hearingsin

localities during an election campaig,n for the purpose of influencing

the outcome of the election.
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NEWI AFL MAGlZIN-2 M!AKE:S D11BUT
F2ATU; S J. EDGAR HIOOV7R OIZ ROLE OF AFL

(CFLNIL) SAYT FRAITCISCO.--A new, srmartly assembled labor maagazine

made its appearance this week at the AFL national convention in St.

Louis.

Published by the Union Label and Service Trades Department, AFL,

the 64 page pockcet magazine was announced as a preview copy of GUIDE,

the AIFL s nevzest venture in unikon label journalism.

Z'le first ofu-icial edition o: the publication is scheduiled for

January, 1954, accor?cding to Rlaymond F. Leheney, secretary treasurer of

the AFL label1 departInent.

Strong -p)raise for organized labor's resolute fighrt against Com-

munism featured a leadliner article by J. Edgar Hoover, Director,

Federal Bureau of Invrestigation.

Hoover declares that the AFL has recognized thliat there can be no

compromise with Comrmunisn,. The FBI chief states that "In more than

half a century of the e,-:istence of the American Federation of Labor,

the tribute can be paid to its leadership that they recoginize the dan-

gers in the never-ending assault by the Corfmnunists to seize control.

They recognize that ComarMunism is nothing less thLian a Led Fascist con-

spiracy to concuer and rule thle world by any means."

Hoover believes that the strongest counterforce agailnst the at-

tempts by the Comuiunists to seize control of labor -- is labor itself.

He warns that "Constant vigilance by rank6 and file union members

and by labor leaders ag,ainst Red inflitration is the price that rlmust

be paid on tlhae 'hlomefront for the preservation of our democratic rnode

of living."

T'hae reward of such vigilant anti-communism, Hoover says, is "free-

dom for the individual, his family, his follow citizens and posterity."

Publication offices of the new AFL magazine have been established

at the Union Label and Service Trades Department, AFL, 100 Indiana

Avenue, 1T*VT*. Ylashington 1, D. C.

jo ko,W


