
Laor sHalhCrEF
State AFL-CIO leaders from

throughout the country - includ-
ing Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Jack Henning of the California La-
bor Federation - were summoned
to Washington yesterday to join the
national health care reform lobbying
effort as debates heated up in the
Senate and House of
Representatives.

"Our function will be to make
certain that all members of Con-
gress from our respective states re-

alize how crucial health care reformn
is to the working families they rep-
resent," Henning said as he pre-
pared to fly to the U.S. capital.
The summons to state leaders

went out as President Lane Kirk-

land of the AFL-CIO charged that
those trying to scuffle real health
care reform have "blood on their,
hands."

Kirkland focused on the Senate,
where the AFL-CIO is lobbving for

amendments that would make the
measure introduced by.Majority
Leader George Mitchell, D-Maine,
acceptable.

Business interests opposing re-
form and their conservative stew-
ards on both sides of the Senate*
aisle are the "guilty parties" intent
on sidetracking real health care re-
form., Kirkland charged.

"They are the same forces who
opposed Medicare 30 years ago,
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Honrs for Cavez, kiln
Lane Kirkland, president of the

AFL-CIO, and the late Cesar
Chavez,, founder and long-time
president of the United* Farm
Workers of America,, were named
recipients of the Medal of Freedom,
the nation's highest civilian honor,
by President Bill Clinton during
ceremonies Monday at the White
House.

Helen Chavez, widow. of UFW
leader, accepted the medal from the
hand of the president. It was the
first Medal of Freedom -ever
awarded to a Mexican-American.
Of Kirkland, the president

declared:.
"Ever wrestling in* his quest*to

enhance opportunities for working
people, he has tirelessly worked to
strengthen democracy and to fur-
ther the cause of human rights. Dur-
ing the Cold War, his vital assis-
tance to the Solidarity movement in
Poland spread the forces of freedom
toward victory in Eastern Europe,
just as his guidance here at home
helped to renew and fortify the
American economy.

'As a people, we are indebted to
*Lane Kirkland for his talented lead-
ership efforts as an advocate for
unity and social justice," Clinton
concluded.

Kirkland, interviewed later Mon-
day on CNN News, said, "I am par-
ticularly gratified that there was rec-
ognition* of the role the free trade
movement plays in human- society,
both in America and around the
world, as an instrument for elevat-
ing conditions for ordinary people."

Chavez was'praised by the presi-
dent for having faced formidable,
often violent opposition with dig-
nity and non-violence.

"And he was victorious," Clinton
said.

"Cesar Chavez left our world
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Helen Chavez, left, and LaneKikad right, receive Medal of Freedom from President Clinton.

better than he found it, and his leg-
acy inspires us still.

"He was for his own people a
Moses figure. The farm* workers
who labored in the' fields and
yearned for respect and self-suffi-
ciency pinned their hopes on this
remarkable man who, with faith and
discipline, soft-spoken humility and
amazing inner strength, led a very
courageous life," Clinton added.
The citation accompanying the

award noted that Chavez was a farm
worker from childhood who "pos-
sessed a deep personal understand-

ing of the plight of migrant workers,
and he labored all his years to lift
their ives."

Arturo Rodriguez, Chavez's suc-
cessor. as UFW president, thanked
the president on behalf of the union.

'At a time when so few Ameri-
cans seem inclined to jeopardize
their careers - much less their
lives - on behalf of principle, the
life of Cesar Chavez stands out with
even greater moral force,"
Rodriguez said.

"Every day in California and in
other states where farm workers are

organizing, (Chavez) lives in their
hearts," Rodriguez concluded.-
"Cesar lives wherever Americans
he inspired work nonviolently for
social change."
/Also attending the White House

ceremony were Dolores Huerta,
first vice president and co-founder
of the- UFW.) and Magdelano Rose
Avila, executive director of the
Cesar E. Chavez Foundation.

Family members taking part were
Richard Chavez, the late labor
leader's brother; sons Paul and An-

(Continued on Page 4)

Toll-free phbone calls enable union mem-
bers to become grass-roots lobbyists for
health care reform.
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after being ordered in to clean it.
Romero -lifted the first man to safety
but was felled himself
The death revealed more than the

fact that safety violations discovered
two years,earlier had been allowed
to go uncorrected.

The McSkimnmings also had been
running typical underground econ-
omy exploitation scams on their
largely immigrant workers, paying
them in cash and keeping their
names off the books to evade
workers'7opnsto,unemnploya-
ment insurance and disability insur-
ance taxes, cheating on h*ours and
overtime, and threatening with dis-
missal anybody who objected to the
economic rip-offs or lethal working
conditions.
C.harged by the Alameda County

district- attorney with involuntary
manslaughter in Romero's death

(Continued on Page 4)

WVe Do. The WVork Goes
We Do The Work,. the public

television series about workers and
workplace issues, goes weekly with
the start of the 1994-95 season on
Labor Day

It is a giant leap ahead for the
Oakland-produced show, which has
been offering one program a month
since taking its first faltering steps
as "California Working" and
emerging onto national public tele-
vision with its current name five,
years ago.

Already it is paying off.in terms
of better prime-time slots on a regu-
lar basis on public TV affiliates
across the country.
"We are getting very positive re-

sponses," Executive Producer Pa-
trice O'Neill said this week. "The

Series will be aired in places where
it hasn't been seen before, and many
stations will be airing the programs
at the same time each week so that
We Do The Work fans will- be able
to find the shows more easily."
The new season will start -with a

one-hour Labor Day Special. en-
tided Heroes -2. Patterned after last
year's successful Labor Day offer-
ing;-, it will feature working.-Ameri-
cans whose lives inspire their fami-
lies, co-workers and commnunities.

Mter that there will be 26.half-
hour segments-a considerable in-
crease fr-om fewer than a dozen pro-
duced in years past.-

Valerie Lapin, communications
director at We Do- The Work, said
station managers are much more in-

terested in the show now that it can
be positioned on a weekly basis.
"We will* be reaching a much

larger and broader audience in*big
cities and small towns throughout
the country," Lapin said. "In Cali-
fornia, We Do The Work will be
seen on -public television stations in
almost every part of the stat"
The Labor Day special includes a

segment about Billings, Montana,
where residents united to fight
emergence of anti-semnitism and
racism. When a brick was*thrown
through a window displaying a. me-
norah, 10,000 menorahs went up
throughout the community. The
Painters Union organized volunteers
to immediately cover racist graffiti,
and the Laborers stood security

iVeekly
watch outside 'a synagogue.

Other segments in the special de-
pict contributions of a dedicated
teacher to the poor community of
East St. Louis, Ill.; the* work of a
pediatric nurse among- the Navajos,,
and the life of Crystal Lee Sutton,
the real Norma Rae."
KQED in San Francisco is devot-

.ing its Labor Day air time almost
exclusively -to We Do. The Work.
Heroes 2, the special, will air.at
9 p.m.* Reruns of past programs in
the series- will be shown on either
side of the special, starting at 9
a.m.. and continuing until 11 p.m.

.Air times for the special -already
confirmed in California include
5-p.m. Sunday, Sept. 4, over KCET,

(Continued on Page 4)

Social Security 60 years ago, and
even. opposed. a ban on child labor
early in this century," the AFL-CIO
leader charged..

"Their essential message never
changes: 'enact'no mandates, leave
employers and the vested interests
-alone and they will do what's best
for the country'

"Their mission is to. bring for-
ward a health care bill that is so bad

(Continued on Page 4)

Felon
Arres,,ts
In Work
Death

Manslaughter charges have been
filed against the -owners and the
foreman of the Oakland plant where
a worker. was killed last September
in a- vat filled with cyanide fumes.

But there still is no explanation of
why the. state Department of Indus-
trial Relations and its various labor
law enforcement arms allowed Ro-
bert McSkimming and his wife,
Barbara, to continue to operate their
K. & L Electroplating Co. for two
years without correcting lethal and
illegal hazards discovered by state
inspectors in 1991.

It took two years and a wage-
earners, death before. action wasr
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Stait6 CPESesinrca
Leaders of- the Legislature will. have

key roles in the general election strategy
sessions scheduled in, Northern and
Southern California by the state AFL-
CIG's Committee'on Political Educa-
tion (COPE).
Assembly Speaker Willie L. Brown,

Jr. will address the.Northern California
session, which is set for Thesday, Aug.
23, in the Savoy Ballroom of the San
Francisco Airport Hilton Hotel.-.

Senate President Pro Tern Bill -Lock-
yer will speak at the Southern Califor-'
nia session on the* following day,
Wednesday, Aug. 24, in the Gold Room
of the Los Angeles Biltmore Hotel.

And Bill Press, chair of the. Califor--
ia Democratic Party, will- address both
sessions., according to an announcement
by Jack Henning, executive secretary-
treasurer of the California Labor Feder-
ation* and -head, of California COPE.

National COPE will be represented.
There will1 be presentations by

spokespersons for the broad-based co-
alition formed to fight Proposition 187,
the anti-i*mmgrant,, anti-minority ini-_
tiaftive that saeALCOconvention
delegates- condenmed threeweeks ago.

Electing Kathleen Btwn governor.of
California and reelecting. Dianne Feins-
tein to the US. Senate, are pressigA.

Fired Workers.
And.Supporters
Blastellerbac

orities,- along withmaniig Demo-
cratic- majorities in the Assembly. and*
State Senate, Henning pointed'.out.,
COPE enters 'the general election

campaign with niew potency, thanks. to
action. by delegates- to the state' federa-
tion's convention.

Delegates demonstratedtheir concern
about -Nov.'8 ballot challenges and their.
commitment to political action. by vot-
ing toad five. cents..for COPE to*the
federation's per capita tx This doubles
the* five cents preViously- set aside for.
COPE. Even- with the increase,. the Cal-
ifornia Labor- Federation's per'capita re--
mains- among the lowest of any* of the*

statfederatin*in the coiuntry'.
Agenpdas are essentially the samne for

'both of the COPE sessions, Henning
said. The focus will be on essential
components. for. Nov.. 8 election
victories.
Both sessions will- convene at 9:30

a.m. They are -scheduled to end by 1
p.m. Registration will open at 9* a.m..
both .days.-.There are no registration
fees.

Participants wishing acconunoda-tionds in either hotel- the nights before
the stssions* at- special, group rates
should make their oWn reservations be-

The 47 long-time employees
fired from the Zellerbach Com-
pany's San Francisco paper products
operations went *public last Friday
with their pain* and their determina-
tion to fight back against manage-
ment policies that drive working
families into homeless shelters.
The occasion was a rally in the

plaza at the foot of the Zellerbach
Building, the landmark tower on
San Francisco's Market Street that
was the company's world headquar-
ters before the Meade Corporation
seized control in a hostile takeover a
decade ago, moved offices to the
midwest, and began the process of
shoving union members out onto
the street and replacing them with
low-wage, no-benefit workers sup-,
plied by contractors.

The fired workers, Teamsters
mostly represented by Local 85,
had plenty of support. -Civic

leaders, electe officials and -mem-
bers of the clergy joinhed* trade
unionists backing a corporate cam-
paign to take some of the pain baCk
to Zeilerbach and its-Meade corpo-
rate masters.

Jack Henning, executive* secre-
tary-treasurer.of the California La-'
bor Federation, introduced speAer
including Kevin: Shelley of the'S.F
Board. of* Supervisors, Father Peter
Sammoinj Supervisor Bill Maher,
Fathers Gusmersinde Yopez and
Cesar* Pavon, Chuck MNack, presi-
dent of Teamsters Joint Council No.
7; and Pedro Gaicia-Mendez. and
Gerry Murphy, two of the .fired
workers along with Terry Hlart, sec-O
retary-treasurer of Local 854

Alsointroduced by IHennin..was.
Ron 'Steit'diretr6fteCeitfr
Ethics and. Economic policy,. who
chairs the California Committee* for
Justice, the broad-based -coalitio0*n

- K e I l g g u ofba m t e r I A 5 h n d s u t a c t o nP h o to by Efo
John o ,OftcjLO 85 m& ut ilLt om.Zelerbachfirigs.

calling fior economicxActioni against
Zeflabachif.th6jobs-ofthe47ar
not restored.

..The coalition. numbers among its
members'Representatives Ron De-
ilums, Tom Lantos and.Nancy, Pe-
osi, Assembly Members 'Jackie
Speier and Tin Bates, Anid S.FV Su-
pervisors TerenciHalia and An-- loto ais additiom to Shele
.and hMh.er.

Northern California Interfaith
Council,, Pastor J. Alfred.Smith of

Allen TLbmple Baptist'Churchi, Sister
Bernie- Galvin, Father Sanmmon and.Religious* Witness with -Homeless
People -are included. So is St.
Mary's**College...

Signiicantly, some two dozen
printing houses that'*used to be
ZelDerbach customers are coalition
memibers. So are- other- busin"esses
ranging from. resturants to ato
body,-shops-whose owners are mn-cenised-at the spectacle of.a highly
profitable. corporation',destroying
family wage jobs and -consinn

S.F.Publ.ishers-Stnewall.
-San Francisco newspaper pub-

lishers have returned to the bargain-
ing table as ordered by the National
Labor Relations Board, but they. and
their out-of-state lawyers are stick-
ing with the same union-busting de-
mands they were pushing when
talks broke down months ago.

"They continue to insist upon re-.
placing union members with no-
benefit, low-wage part-timers,"
said Doug Cuthbertson, executive
officer of Northern California
Newspaper Guild and chair of the.
S.F. Conference of-Newspaper
Unions. "They want to destroy jobs
paying wages sufficient to support
fam-ilies."
What the S.F Examiner and

Chronicle. and their jointly owned
Newspaper Agency seek is a low-
paid, non-employee work force of
so-called contractors without
workers' comnpensation, unemploy-
ment insurance, health care or any
other benefits, Cuthbertson said.
The newspapers even want such
workers to provide their own cars or
trucks and to insure the vehicles at
their own expense,* he said.

King & Ballow, the notorious,
anti-union lawyer firm headquar-
tered in Memphis, Tennessee, was
brought in by the publishers last
year and immediately torpedoed the
joint bargaining process that had
provided a generation of labor-man-
agement accord among major news-
papers of the S.F Bay Area -ever
since the strike- of 1968.
The NLRB ruled that King &

Ballow had violated labor laws by
reneging on the publishers' earlier
commitment to. bargain jointly in
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Doug Cutlhbertsonq chair. of S.FE
Council of Newspaper Unions,
urges state fed convention- dele-
gates to sign cards authorizing
cancellation of *subscriptions to.
the Chronicle and Examiner.

the contract renegotiation that be-
gan last year.

Meanwhile-the eight unions in-
volved persevere. with..their'deter-
mination to pursue orderly negotia-
tions now *and to prepare. for

whatever economic action* may be
required later.

Rich Trumka, president of the
Mine Workers and* head of. the
AFL-CIO Strategic* Approaches
Comrmittee, is due- in S.F next
-week.*

George Curtin, national AFt-
CIO organizer assigned to the S.F
strzggle.) said Trunka would confer
with local leaders on progress since
last May When the Committee on
Strategic Approaches. announced. it
would fully support the S.F news-
paper, unions.

Cuthbertson, addressing the 20th
biennial convention of the Califor-
nia Labor Federation two iwks ago
at Sacramento, announced -that *the
Conference of Newspaper -Unions
was holding thousands'of subscrip-
tion.,cancellation- orders ready for
presentation to the publishers at -a
strategic moment.- He. urged dele-
gates from locals in Northern Cali-,
fornia cities where the Chronicle
and Examiner circulate to distribute
cancellation cards.through. their lo-
cal unions.
A meeting with* Bishop Carlos

Sevilla of the* Catholic Diocese of
San* Francisco is scheduled for next
week as part of the *expansion of
support by church. leaders, Curtin
said.
The publishers' plans to fire hun-

dreds of youth carriers were de-
nounced during a City Hall demon-
stration organized last week by.
community activists fighting juve-
nile delinquency and seeking. alter-
natives to youth gangs.

Speakers pointed out that firing
the carriers will shut down-the city's
last significant pool of decent, part-
time. jobs fQr youngsters. They
Called the proposal hypocritical in
view'of the* publishers' editorial
page -support for youth. job
prgas
A committee of the S.F Board of.

Supervisors voted to write letters'
protesting the action to Nandb,.Tcker
McAvoy,- head of the Chronicle,- and
William Randolph Hearst,Jr., pub-.
lisher of the Examine6r. Superviso6rs
raised the possibility of ending. the
Newspaper Agencys monopoly of
city. legal advertising.

Labor Arts.Award-No0'minations pe
Nominations are open for the

1995 Labor Arts Award, which will
be- presented during the Ninth An-
nual Western Workers Labor Heri-
tage Festival Jan. 13-15 at.
Burlingame.,.II

Individuals. or organizations. can
be nominated for a significant con-
tribution to the culture of working
people. Winners are chosen not only

on the basis Of atsi xrsin
but also for-commnitment to using
the arts as an educational and orga-
nizing. tool, according to David-
Winters, festival director.

Past recipients -have been the late
John. Handcox, author of ""Roll the
Union On"'; Millea Kay, writer,
graphic artist- and- activist; the late
Eric Fromer, painter and activist,*

and Local 2 of the Hotel and Res-
taurant Employees.

Nominations should be' sent-to
Western. Workers Labor Heritage
Festival, Post Office Box .7184,
Santa Cruz, CA 95061.
The 1995 festival will return to

the urnion halls of Machinists Lodge
1781, Transport Workers Local 505
and Plumbers Local 467.

workers to the ranks of the unem-
ployed and homeless.

The fired workers for years were
employees of Zellerbach, a com-
pany whose owners' name was syn-
onymous wit philanthropy and
community service through several-
generations. After Meade took con-
trol, they found themselves em-
ployees of first one, then another
contractor although they wore the
same uniforms. and -serviced the
same customers.
Meade completed the process of

insulating itself from the work force
earlier this year when the latest con-
traictor. announced that everybody
was fired and*that*individuals were
free to apply for their old jobs. on a
non-union basis.
They all applied. Two were

hired,' at -a fraction.- of the $15 per
hour they formerly earned.

Datebook
COPE genra election* strategy session

for Northern California affiliates:.
9:30 a.mh. Thesday, Aug. 23, San
Francisco, Airport Hilton Hotel.

COPE general electio strategy. session
for Southern Calfornia affiliates:9:30 ..m*.- Wednesday Aug.. 24, Los
Angeles Biltmnore Hotel.

Labor Council.for Latin American-Ad-
vancement *State Council member-
ship neefdng:.Sept. 10, L,os Angeles
Airport Hyatt Hotel.

Publiher's Notice
The California* AFL-CIO

News .(ISSN: 0008-0802) is pub-.
lished weekly exct during the
weeks of Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New- Year"s holi-
daiys by the California Labor.
&ederation, AFL-CIQ 417 Mont-
gomery *St.,. Suite 300, San
Francisco, CA 94104. Second
dlass postage paid. at San. Fran-
disco, CaliL--hxividual subscrip-
lon, $10 a year; corporate rate,
$20. USPS Publication Number
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San Jose. Meeting LCLAsPig
Political empowerment and eco-

nomic justice were dominant
themes as more than a thousand La-
bor Council for Latin American Ad-
vancement delegates and guests
converged upon the Fairmont Hotel
at San Jose last week for the organi-
zation's. 10th National Membership
Meeting.

.National labor and political
leaders called for campaigns to reg-
ister votes and to raise the aware-
ness of the nation's Latino
population.
.The delegates reacted with out-

rage to the firing by Sprint of 235
Spanish-speaking workers who
were poised.to vote* for union repre-
sentation at La Conexion Familiar,
the third-largest phone comnpany's
subsidiary servicing Hispanics* in
several states.
They cheered as a facsimile of

the monument that will honor Cesar
Chavez was unveiled in the San Jose
Park that has been renamed in honor
of the founder of the United Farm
Workers of America.
And they marched hundreds

strong through downtown San Jose
demanding justice and democracy
in the workplace, led by a squadron
of gardeners steering the power
mowers with which they groom the
grounds of. glittering high rise
buildings for wages below the pov-
erty line.
The largest gathering in LCLAA

history got underway Thursday
morning, Aug. 4, with a keynote
address by Ralph Jiminez, national
LCLAA president.

Armando Vergara, California
LCLAA president, greeted dele-

California LCLAA
Sets Sept.10 Meeting
The California State Labor

Council for Latin American Advan-
cement will hold its General State-
wideAMembersh i-etingy Satur-_

est

Lanldscape workers with lawn moWers roaring -lead I

gates with a speechi' in which he
called for close involvement in the
Nov. 8 general election. Amny Dean.,
executive officer of the South Bay
Labor Council, sounded a welcome
and swung immediately into a de-
nunciation of California Proposition
187,) the immigrant-bashing initia-
tive that Dave Sickler, regional
AFL-CIO director, called "the most
hateful, mean-spirited and -evil ini-_
tiative I have. seen in my life."
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Jack Henning of the California La-
bor Federation, addressing-the Fri-
day, Aug. 5, session, reaffirmed the
high priority the state AFL-CIO has
placed upon LCLAA ever since the
first California chapter was char-
tered in 1972, the year of LCLAXs
founding.

Henning also called for defeat of
Proposition- 187 pointing out that-
even though the measure targets
Spanish speakers, Spanish was the
language in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
and St. Augustine, Florida, long be-
fore the Pilgrims landed at Plym-
outh Rock in 1620.

There was an urgent call from
Henry Cisneros, U.S. secretary of
Housing and Urban Development,
for enlistment of every LCLAA

LCLAA President Ralph Jiminez addresses San Jose rally.

member as a soldier in the baffle to
win decent health care for the mil-
lions of working Americans who
now are unprotected.

Jimiez, a member of the United
Auto'Workers, was reelected* presi-
dent on Friday afternoon. Also

elected were Chano Memio of the
USWA, executive vice president,
and Maria Portalatin, American'
Federation of Teachers, secretary-
treasurer.
Named as vice presidents were

Rudy Mendoza, CWA; Ricardo

Icaza, UFCW; Damaso Seda,
TWU; Linda Chavez-Thompson,
AFSCME; Tony Padila, TCU, and
Eva Savala, UAW
Owen Bieber, president of the

United Auto Workers, received
LCLAA's. Montemayor/Barraza
Award during. the Awards.Banquet
on Saturday night that was the final
event of the meeting.

The -award, established in 1980,
honors the memories of Paul Mon-
temayor and Maclovio Barraza,
USWA leaders who played key roles
in the founding of LCLAA.
Edward James Olmos, actor and

activist, received the LCLAA His-
panic Heritage Award during the
banquet.

Maria Portalatin, the newly
elected secretary-treasurer, received
the LCLAA Lifetime Achievement
Award. The citation listed accom-
plishments including her rise from
unemployed single parenthood to
vice presidency of a national union,
from cosmetology school to the
Georgetown University School of
International Labor Relations,. and
from activism in a local PTA to
leadership. of 15,9000 New York City
public school paraprofessionals.

'Underground
The labor-backed bill cracking later debate on costs.

down on the underground economy Approved on party-li
and relieving the Department of In- with Democrats in favor a
dustrial Relations of collection du- licans opposed were:
ties because of poor performancee SB 1373 by Art
won the approval of the Assembly D-L.A., establishing
Ways and Means Committee Chavez holiday in Calif(
Wednesday.* SB 1419 by Johnston,

Senate Bill 1490 by Patrick John- make 13 to 20 weeks of st
ston, D-Stockton, goes next to the tal unemployment benefi
Assembly floor for a final vote.- 50-50 with matching stat
The measure aims at closing eral funds available to 4

many of the loopholes through workers jobless for.so lonj
which scofflaw employers are drain- exhaust their regular bei
ing hundreds of millions of dollars a Similar bills have be
year from state tax revenues while
flouting regulations meant to pro- Ai rE u
tect workers from illegal exploita- Afwr aI tion. It increases penalties, for ex-
ample, on employers who conceal A Republican attempt t(
existence of workers from the Em- mative-action programs i
ployment Development Department fornia public employment
in order to cheat on unemployment tled Wednesday, but the a
insurance taxes.* he'd be back with a differe
And it transfers collection of de- Of the same measure ne

linquent fees, unpaid wages and var- Killed on a 4-6 party-li
ious employer penalties from the the Assembly Judiciary(
Department of Industrial Relations was Assembly Const
to the Franchise Tax Board because Amendment 47 by Bernt
of DIR's spotty record. D-Chico, which would ha

All committee Democrats and affirmative action in allI
one Republican, Paul Horcher of ployment, schools and pul
Diamond Bar, voted ""yes."" projects "except under c(

It was one of three labor-backed an existing consent decir
bills. originating in the senate. that federal funds are involv(
cleared the Assembly Ways and It clearly is the state (
means Committee Wednesday One hot button -issue,, success
labor measure was sidetracked for ently, to immigrant-bas
August 12, 1994
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twice despite the fact that Califor-

votes nia's unemployment currently
Repub- hovers around nine percent,, approx-

imately half again the national aver-
'orres, age. There was testimony earlier
Cesar that more, than 200,000 long-term
ia. unemployed persons lost benefits
Sbill to earlier this year when federal ex-
)Iemen- tended benefits were terminated and
funded there was no- way for ihem to take
nd fed- advantage of the matching funds
lifornia PrOgram.
mat they * SB 1512, the measure by Her-
its. schel Rosenthal, D-L.A., permit-
vetoed ting job applicants to see results of

Curbs Adance
doctors' examinations required as a
condition of employment.

Stalled for debatev. over its impact
on the budget was SB 1464, the
measure by Milton Marks, D-San
Francisco, to prevent employers-
from-continuing to.expose workers
to conditions deemed as hazardous'
by Cal-OSHA throughout the ap-
peal process.

Spokespersons for the Depart-
ment of lndustrial Relationis testi-
fied that it would cost the state
$456,000 a year to implement SB
1464. Marks, the author, and Tom

tive Action Survives
.o kill affir-
n all Call-
twas scut-
mthor said
ent version
ext year.
ine vote in
Commnittee
itutional
le Richter,
ive banned
public em-
iblic works
)urt order,
e, or when

3OP's next
sor, appar-.
shing. that

placed Proposition* 187, the "save
our state" initiative, on the Nov 8
general election ballot.

Richter, calling affirmative action
"the equally noxious flip side of le-
gal segregation," sought to put a
constitutional amendment killing
affirmative action on the statewide
ballot through passage of ACA 47.
He said he'd come back with a

bill to accomplish the same thing
through statute without a
refe6rendum.
"We -will prevail,V" Richter said.

"It will be by statute or on the na-
tional level or by an initiative of the
people."9

Virtually every human ights and

community activist organization in
California opposed ACA 47. Sup-
porters, were identified as seven
businesses, including two architec-
tural firms, and 34 individnals.

Opponents argued that abolishing
affirmative action would only exac-
erbate existing discrimination and
extend pervasive inequality in pub-
lic- schools, government. manage-
ment and in business.

"It is one of the most dangerous
pieces of legislation I have seen in
my four years here," said Assembly
Member Barbara Lee, D-Oakland.,
chair of the Black Legislative
Caucus. "If this thing goes forward,
we will have turned the clock back
30, 40, or even 50 years."-

Rankin., Califoria, Labor Federation
research director, protested that the
cost figures were grossly exagge-
rated, but the committee consigned
the measure to its suspense file for
consideration later in the legislative
session when they are trying to
match bills to available funds.

Rankin pointed out the DIR had
stated two years ago that the cost
wouldbe athird lessthan the figure
its spokespersons quoted this week.
.On the Senate si&e of the Cap-

itol, the Rules Committee dealt a
death blow to Assembly Bill 2888,
which would have weakened the
stat&s licensing* requirements for
toxic farm pesticides.
The bill- by Julie Bornstein,

D-Palm Desert, passed the Assem-
bly but was blocked in the Senate
Toxics and Public Safety Commit-
tee.

Bornstein came to the Rules.
Committee Monday to request a
waiver that would enable her to take
an amended version of the bill back
to the Toxics and Public Safety
Committee even though the pro-
cedural deadline had passed.
The committee declined to grant

the waiver after Jack Henning, ex-
ecutive* secretary-treasurer of the
California Labor Federation,- argued
that the author's amendments would
be unlikely to resolve questions
raised by. the United Farm Workers
and others.
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State Senate'President Pro. Tern

Bill Lockyer gave an analysis of the
Nov. 8 Senate races -during the. 20th
biennial convention of the -.Califor-
nia. Labor Federation, warning that
strong help from labor will. be
needed to maintain the democratic
majority in the -upper house -of-the

He pointed out that. there* cur-
rently are 22 Democrats in the* Sen-.
ate,) 21. being "the6 magic number
necessary to be able to- organize."9

Fifteen-Of the 20 seats up for,
election -in November are, held by
Democrats.
"We have a lot of -exposure," he

said. -"At least three, to one.- Maybe.
worse than that.

"I am particularly worried about.
the .fact that- the. entire Assembly

and Senate Demoaic aucpus oaxn
binedhas less'm one sn,ls
cash-. ohihnd, thm e litegop
of rgvwing.fntc &sleby.
Se.nAtor Rob HunttfromOag
County tatcallsitself ..;the- .Allied
Business MC,"Lcke- ad

Identified,astepiniaswer
..Huthind..his. wife'-Nlancy;Edwar4
AlsiingerUl,ownaerofrad4itatoo

wih9elgius ..right fors. M.
and Mrs.. Howard,hmnsaW.n
Roland and Lila Iz,pulihers of

"Well,.-AlliedBusiness PCis
faiit itelatw yt r .v

pumpmor tha$4wllin ofs*
cmpaigns and crusades around the.
stae,. ..They write.hugeldmcks.nuE LAoCkyer

and. ak,.the ls iue e
wuptsW:tzinax4 obrWho

4they Vt trssroswy
Wa td6 kneiia thy

are*.thnn'6ePAC in the.stateoftCliei.-A. i te $Wtmea
AdcoQ~ivPAC has beeiitin the top'

joker c Ie.hVgroP'S9gos.
t'&Ayerm-.theschools, It's
vocer.educaton. It'spiaiztoof'd I-a nt i- o an,afho-
mophbic,anti-choice,-aniti-

.mino#ty-
.Adfrsongrao this.gop

erydalivs,retlab If itha
we shudVulw,aecyso4wrements," okyrsIdO
the Bible, tells. themthtw

should -get rid of coilective'bargai-
.Mg for public,employees. The Bible
tells dwthe tat both, i the public
and'pivate sectors the- doctrines of
prevailiosg .Wage should be

"it goes'.on andon
"Between now and November we

have only About. 100 days- and 'the
electionfillbeIYover," Lockyer add-.
ed.. "SoP we h.eed a lot of help. We
need t_he soldiers. We need the
money and ammunition and the.1is-
sues -to work with.

"We'caa do it. But I1teil you in
the6 wordsof, Agreat'war 'kader, 'In
victory, magnanimiuty.And -peace,
goodlwill, in war defiance and reso-

luton.W are resolved -to win *this
.flt.".

Health.Care..'
(Continuedfrom Page 1)

that others will be forced to kill it,"
he continued. "'Then, -the blood on
their hands will not -be seen.",
The AFL-CIO supports the.

health care- measure introduced in
the House by. Majority Leader
Richard Gephardt, which adheres
generally to the principles set forth
by the national federation for mean-
inigful health care reform. In the
Senate,) the AFL-CIO:seeks amend-
ments to the Mitchell proposal to.

Millr:
ReforM
Is Cru'cil

Rep. George Miller, D-Martinez,
released new data this week show-
ing why health care reform. is*a- crit-
ical issue in his 7th Congressional
District comprising- most of. west'
and central Contra Costa County
and- southern Solano. County:-
* Some 86,000 people in- work-

ing families in the 7th District have
no health insurance.
* One out of four of the unin-

sured in the district - a total Of
21,000- people -i a child under
the age of 18. .i.
The figures are newly released by.

the US. Department. of the*.fTeas-
ury and the Department of Heath
and Human Services.

"Universal coverage is critical to
the-people, of Contra. Costa and So-
lano counties,"" Miller said. "Thou-
sands of working people and'their
families *have no health insurance.
And thousands. more suffer from
rising health care costs and' dimin-
ishe..health care choices.*

"PPassage of *serious health care
reform legislation is vital to the. per-

give it a*genuine employer mnae
true universal coverage, andefc-
tive cost control.

Kirkland noted thatthe Mitchell
proposal woul impose a tax* onQ em-
ployee benefits through a..puemium
tax mechianrism.
He charged that the National Fe.d-.

eration of Independent Business,. .an
organization claimin*ng* to represent
independent.* business employers,
was misrepresenting the. stand *.of
most. employers.

"We *cannot-believe. that the ma-'
jority (of emnployers) areso6 ava-
nici6us..'. -or* so*-indi:ffere:nt"-t-htey
would want to denY health care.cow
erage* to their -employees, Kirkland.
said.
Most employers, 'theAFCI

leader said, woul rather find.. a way.
to cover their empolcyes,if it..did not
"put themn ata competitive***disa-
vantage" ageainst- thoseemlyr
who.prefer,.to .'off-load- that...'on

Kirkland's- comments echoed a
formal statement by the AFL-CIO
Executive Council, which called the

For. rstnotLobis
The AFL-a(O'Vtol-free 800 number gives

grass-woots unin members:teoprtnt or,
positive impact.withmebr of Congress oni

The:"number 1-800-9-C-ARE-94;,
Calls frb6taCAliori currntly connect au--

toniaticaly--With Sen. Dianhe Feinstemn's Cap-

Yodrte not,lkl tje'hesnti stead,'
you..will be.taking with a staffer who wil be
keeping. trackof thenumbers,of call's-for and

aantvarious, aspects of reform. Hisor her
piayintent willbe in determining which

Mitchell -bill.a.."tiidapproach"
that ".Gwillnot shethe* root Cause's
Of'the curreteathcare''crinsis.-be-

v,ause it -woumld:not' dnd temarket
..incentive,for buinesses toreduce* or.

ployesnd woud nt,ipose ef--
fetve cs icpieon.hathcr

providers'

side of- the debate you 'are on.
Points- tolrmember
*.-Be sure to. give your*nm ndvtn

addrms.
*TUrge -the senator tsupramendet

to. the Mtchell bill prpidig truMe-uni'*versal
coage,aenuine emPloyewmnat,and

effective cost.,contot
*wUreeiination of any, tax 'on employee

benefit&.
*".End.withtns foritening ..and"an ex-

presion of hope. that thet senator does theright
'thn when- the .billcoe upfo a vote.

The council-'Added, "We urgelthe
ettocyStrengthen,thlis,legislation

so' that. it wudasr nvra
coyerage, Provide comprehensive-
benefits based upon a stronger. em-
ployedr-MAndate,. and effectively

cotrlcotswthout taxing healt
benefits'."
The -Counicil. vowed to"dvtal

Manslaughtr..
(Continuedfrom Page 1),

were the McSkinumingcouple,Who
maintain their legal residence in.
Reno, and* their foremnan,l.Victor-
Vasquez.*
The additional underground

economy violations have resulted in
183 felony fraud accusations against
the mcSkimmings" and four"'other
.employees at the plant where Ro-
mero died and at-two other Oakland

locations* were K &. .i mufactured
electronics. components..

Bail was -set -at .$1 million *for
McSkimming,$400,000 for -his
wife,** and $250,00 'for.Jose Vas-
quez-on the mnlaughter'.hage

Bail on payroll fr-aud -charges Was.'
set at*$50,,000 for- Jose*Vsqez
$25,000 apiece -for Anselmoan
Jesus Vasquez, and at $109,000-for
Barbara Kendrick.- a sceayah

firm.
Stil pending is paynmt of-the

$7411,000. in -penalites' levied last
Mrhfor.38-viAtinsofCal-.
OSAadfedelcWOSHA -

The MSimnshave-:.filed
protsts,..and tihe- cases are now- in
the: appeals process.

Incluided in the 1993. vi6lations.

AV 'o The Work.-
(Continuedfrom Page 1)

Channel 28-.int LoA-sAngeles; 7. p.0m.
on KEET, Channel. 13 in Eureka;
9p.m.- LaborDayonKCSMI. Chaht-
nel 13 in San Mateo,.*and- 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept.' 7 and I a.
Thursday, Sept. -8, on Sacramento
Cable 7.
'KQED is..starting the-.-new.

weeklyprga out in the 3 pm
Sunday spot. for the month.*of Sep-
tember.. KCSM. has it scheduled on-

Medals....
(Continued from Page 1)

thony Chavez, daughters Linda
Chavez Rodriguez, Elizabeth
Chavez* Villarinoan. Slia
Chavez Delgado, and.granddaugh-
ter Barbara Ybarra.

The presidentrw ta total of
nine Medals of Prtc~ during
Mondy'4 erwm0' ter recip-
ienits were Herbert Block,. editorial
Page 4

cartoonist-fior the Washington Post;
James Grat, head of UNIC*F;
Dorothy. Height, civil rights cam-.
paigner'; Rep. Rkobert* H. 'Mfichel. of
ILinis the House minorityleader;
Barbara Jordan$-University of.rkbxaspOfdessor**and former* member of
Congress; Arthur Fleming,Ilformer

secetay of.Heath and Human Sw
vices, and-Sairgent.Shrivr tefis
head of the Peace Cqrps.

Fridays Alt l0:30-p-m. andSaudy
at 4:30 p.;.. strting.-Sept. 23. Sac-
ramentoCable 7has scheduled it'at
4p.m. on Saturdaysand6a.mn. and
4*pm onSundaPI-.ys starting Oct...

'Other -times are..pendinga sa
tions, in'California and across the
..country.

PfQucr-hia. Millr eprssed-
gratiude oth . dviduals andor

ganizations. whose* support has*:
brought the. series, this. far.

O'Ne*illfcalled -the new. weekly
frat"a 'tremendousOstep for. those

of us who are.committed to bring-
ing. the- viwpoints of working.men.

oureofforts in' the Senate toward this
enid?

B9ut,..it added, "ithouit.positive
changes,, the AFL-CIO cannot sup-
port.a.*healthcare-reform biffl that is
so* detri'mental -to the interests of
workng famiies and the country at

were many for Which K & L had
been. cited two 'years earlier. The
companpy is: charged with failing to
provide 'respirators and rescue har-

nessst worerssent-into vats with-
lethal fumes., failing. to maintAin the

~wdadcyanide components of the-
poisonous gas in. separate places
safe" frmaccidental mixing, failure
topm id safety training to workers

in h-azardous jobs,* and many other
violations,

and women*to .the mainstream.me-
dia. -For the firstAtirm, there- will be
a regular placIe -on television Where*

Amerian.-workers would be seen
expressing. their opinions and con
cerns, about-the.criical social,eO-
nomc-.and politicaLis,sues. facing
our:nation."

Onge.Cut to Ope UnitdWy.rv
Labor will lauinch its support of

the United Way of O10range. County'
and the Orange County Combined
Federal Campaigns With*.a. Kickoff
and RecognitionUnifcheoli Friday,.
-Auig.**19,.atthelnn-atthe.P*ArkHte
in.Anahem

'Dave SiCkler, AFL-CIO regionial
director, will be miaster of ceremo-
nies.-'Individuals**to-belre*ognized*.
fr* teir service. to'-h.-lajborai h
community .are. Howprd Darter
CommunicationsWorkrs.Local'
95-10;* Richard Dial4 United Food
and Commercial Workers. Region-

15; Ann Foster, past presiet~ the
Orange County Cntra Labor
Council; RdeWeliInterfia-
tional Alliance ofTetrical.-Stage

Empo EA)LCal923,an dqni-
nor 'Joh a~o,vicar'for-coin-
mm,$y affairs 4ofte-Catic -Di-
ocese of Orange.

-Unio)ns to be. recognize6d.-abe
CWA- Locals -9400 aind"9:510,
Ranches. 1100.and 737of theti-
tional Association of Letter Car
ners., and (JFCWIU=aW 324.

Special l* frerlWnorse-

ment. of United Way of* Orange
County'or the Combined. Federal
Campaigns Will be. extended. to
CWA.Loc6al9400, Coast*Valley.Ty-
pog.raphical *Union 650,- Iro*n
Worker Loca 416, Offic& and Pro-
fessiona li(kplOyees Local'30, and
Steam,Mg.Refrigeration,. Air -Condi-.
tioning, Pipefitters and Apprentices

Detailsi about the-Kickoff and-
Recognition Luncheon -can be ob-
m.tied:by._phning Beverly Pastore
of lAbor's.-Comnmunity Services Li-
arson Program 'at (714) 263-6115.
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