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A pril 15, 1933.

Major Archibald M.Johnson, 
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

My dear Arch:

This is  just a note to acknowledge

the receipt of the petition  forms in the case of 

Mrs. Annette Macfarlane Elkins. I have presented 

the petitions to the Department today, and w il l  

advise you of their approve.

A ffectionately  and h astily ,



HUBERT D. STEPHENS* MISS.* CHAIRMAN g S g  
DUNCAN U. FLETCHER, FLA. CHARLES L. MC NARY, u. >G. 
MORRIS SHEPPARD, TEX. HIRAM W . JOHNSON* CALIFC
ROYAL S. COPELAND, N. Y. PORTER H. DALE, VT.
ROBERT J. BULKLEY* OHIO GERALD P. NYE, N. DAK.
JOSIAH WILLIAM BAILEY, N. C. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH 
HATTIE W . CARAWAY, ARK. ROSCOE C. PATTERSON, MO.
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK* MO. WALLACE H. WHITE, JR.* ME.
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JOHN H. OVERTON, LA.

'UlCuiieb <*(e& /S en ate
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

GEORGE W. NEVILLE, CLERK

A pril 22, 1933.

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney at Law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Arch:

I  duly received your le t te r  of A pril 

14th, with the correspondence re lating  to Jim 

Lanagan, a World War veteran. As you probably 

know, under the provisions o f the Economy B i l l  

passed by the Congress, a l l  the veterans1 cases 

w il l  be reviewed, and u n til such review is  com­

pleted, i t  may be d i f f ic u lt  to obtain the status 

of any specific  case. However, I  am very glad  

to take up with the Bureau the case o f Mr.

Lanagan, and of course w i l l  render him a l l  possible  

aid .

A ffectionately ,

B



HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF., CHAIRMAN ■
WESLEY L. JONES, WASH. 
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MORRIS SHEPPARD, TEX.

EDWIN S. BROUSSARD, LA. 
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HUBERT D . STEPHENS, MISS.

JOSIAH W ILLIAM  BAILEY, N. C. 
MARCUS A. COOLIDGE, MASS. 
HATTIE W . CARAWAY, ARK.

'UltnHeb JUbviicAe
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

M. A. CONNOR, CLERK

A p ril 26, 1933

Major Archibald M.Johnson, 
Attorney at law,
M ills  Bu ild ing,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

My dear Arch:

t +v»4r»v +,kere is  an attorney fo r the Federal

Trade Commission^who receives a sa lary  of $5,000 a year.

The o ff ic e  is  held by Andreas Lundquist. I have never heard 

of him, nor of the particu lar attorneyship u n til just re ­

cently. Would you see i f  you could ascertain  anything in 

respect to the matter at your end, and I w i l l  see what I can 

learn  here.

H astily  and a ffec tion ate ly ,



F 5 0  H  GOVT = ST WASHINGTON DC 2 7  3 5 ^ P

MAJOR A R CH I BAL D M JOHNSON,  ATTY AT LAW=

M I L L S  BLDG=

OUR TELEPHONE NUMBER LLNCOLN F I V E  THREE F I V E  SEVEN CALL  
M I D N I G H T  HERE N I N E  YOUR T I M E =

HI RAM W JOHNSON*

SAVE 20 %  
! i)SE P O S T A L A PH



PRESIDENT’S DAY APRIL 30 r
A day set apart to  express thanks 

President R oosevelt’ s courage and deter­
m in ation  in  h is cam paign  fo r  better 
tim es.

YO U  M A Y  W ISH  TO  EXPRESS 
YO U R THANKS IN A TELEGRAM  

Straight From the Heart

S I G N S

)R THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S

JNION
D L  =  Day Letter

N M  =  Night Message

N L  =  Night Letter

L C O  =  Deferred Cable

N L T  =  Cable Night Letter

W L T  =  Week-End Letter

PR E S ID E N T J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

The filing time a3 shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is S T A N D A R D  T IM E .

Received at 722 Market St., San Francisco. Calif.. . fig i

WA18 4 8  GOVT NL =8  WASHINGTON DC 2 8
M IN U TES  IN  T R A N S IT
FU LL*R A TE D A Y  LE TTE R

MAJOR A R C H I B A L D  M JOHNSON, ATTORNEY AT LAW=

M I L L S  BLDG S F R A N =

TELEGRAM R E C E I V E D  LATE T H I S  AFTERNOON STOP W I L L  ENDEAVOR

TO I N T E R V I E W  PEOPLE IN AUTHORI TY  TOMORROW AND REPORT STOP

IN D I S C U S S I O N  IN SENATE TODAY BEST LAWYERS AGREED ORDERS 

MADE AND ACT PASSED WHOLLY I LLEGAL STOP THE L I M I T S  OF T I M

OF A U T H O R I T I E S  MAY PREVENT I N T E R V I E W  TOMORROW BUT W I L L  DO 

MY UTMOST=

HIRAM W JOHNSON

W ESTER N UN IO N  G IFT ORDERS SOLVE TH E P E R P LE X IN G  QUESTION OF WHAT TO GIVE



WESTERN
UNION/

NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT______________________________ J . C. W1LLEVER, FIRST yiCE-PritoPENT

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is ST A N D A R D  T IM E ,

Received at 722 Market St., San Francisco Aopens

AA28 0 136  GOVT* SC WASHI NGTON DC 2 9  1 2 1 7 P

MAJOR A RC HI BAL D M JOHNSON,ATTORNEY AT LAW=
| g g | | | |  | I L L S  BLDG SFRAN= | j j j j  |

JUST RETURNED CONFERENCE DOUGLAS S O L I C I T O R  HARLAN A S S I S T A N T  f l  

S O L I C I T O R  TREASURY STOP THEY I N S I S T  OF COURSE ON . L E G A L I T Y  J j |  

OF LAW A N D , C L A I M  GENERALLY ACCEPTED AND CQMPLIED W TT H_ST 0P j| 
THE ONLY COURSE THEY COULD SUGGEST WAS APPLY FOR E X T E N S I O N  | |  

O F - T I M E  S E T T I N G  FORTH I N  D E T A I L  REASONS AND A P P L Y I N G  F;OR | | |

L I C E N S E  UNDER REG ULA TI ON S STOP, THEY SAY CAN NOT BE EARMARKED 

BUT FOR P O R T I O N  REQUI  RED FOR OBLI  GAT IONS UPON PROPER • 

SHOWING WOULD BE E N T I T L E D  I N  GOLD TO AMOUNT NECESSARY STOP : 

APPARENTLY THEY CONTEMPLATE L I T T L E  O P P O S I T I O N  TO ORDERS AND 

LAW AND I N  REPLY TO QUERY I F  YOU COULD NOT A W A I T  F I N A L .  

D E T E R M I N A T I O N  THEY S A I D  I T  WAS I M P O S S I B L E  TO AGREE TO SUCH :

. COURSE STOP A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR E X T E N S I O N  WI TH F ULL D IS CL O S U R E  

MAY ENABLE YOU TO DO T H I S  BUT P O S S I B I L I T Y  OF D E N I A L  OF r 

k E X T E N S I O N  QUICKLY MI GHT PRECLUDE I T  STOP SORRY COULD BE OF 

SO L I T T L E  A I D 1

HI RAM W JOHNSON.

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1220g

MINUTES IN  TRANSIT
FULL-RATE DAY LETTER

---------s
C l a s s  o f  S e r v i c e

This is a foil-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced­
ing the address.

S_____ __ ____ r

j --------------------------------v .
S I G N S

D L  =■ Day Letter

N M  =  Night Message

N L  =  Night Letter

LO O  =  Deferred Cable

N L T  =  Cable Night Letter

W L T  =  Week-End Letter
^_____________ r

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE



PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE g

WESTERN 
UNION

NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER, FIR ST  V ICE -PRESID ENT

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is S T A N D A R D  T IM E .

Received a t  l 229 Burlingame Ave., Burlingame, Calif. BURLINGAME ̂ lO O

FY71  46 G0VT=WASHI NGTON DC APR 3Q 6 2 4 P  

MAJ A R C H I B A L D  M JOHNSON3 
~BURL I NGAME C A L I F 3

M INUTES IN  TRANSIT
F U L L -R A T E D A Y  L E T T E R

S
C l a s s  o f  S e r v i c e

This is* a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced­
ing the address.

S______ ________ r

j------------------
S I G N S

D L  =  Day Letter

N M  =  Night Message

N L  =  Night Letter

LC O  =  Deferred Cable

N LT  =  Cable Night Letter

W L T  =  Week-End Letter
S________________r

HAVE D E C E I V E D  FOLLOWI NG CABLE QUOTE R E C E I V E D  YOUR TELEGRAM 

TODAY REGARDI NG MRS E L K I N S  W I L L  BE GLAD TO I SSUE V I S A  BUT 

UNABLE TO DO SO BECAUSE OF E NT I RE  LACK OF S U P P O R T I N G 

DOCUMENTS P A R T I C U L A R L Y  B I R T H  C E R T I F I C A T E  REQUI RED UNDERj  

^SECTI ON SEVEN C OF I M M I G R A T I O N  ACT UNQUOTE W I L L  WIRE CONSU 
AGA ! N= ■ - . - H |  ' ■ ■ ■ M M

•HI RAM W JOHNSON.
APR 3 0  4 2 2 P

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE



PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
1201S 
*J-----------s

C l a s s  o f  Se r v i c e

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced­
ing the address.

S______  r

WESTERN
UNION

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J . C. WILLEVER, FIRST V ICE -PRESID ENT

J-----------------
S I G N S

D L  =  Day Letter 

N M  =  Night Message 

N L  =  Night Letter 

L C O  =  Deferred Cable 

N LT  =  Cable Night Letter 

W L T  =  Week-End Letter

S_______Z ----------r
The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is S T A N D A R D  T IM E .

Received at 1229 Burlingame Ave., Burlingame/Calif. buklK I wê ioo

' FAG12  16 GOVT 8 EXTRA D U P L I C A T E  OF TELEGRAM D E L I V E R E D  FROM
SFR AN CFM MAIL=WA SHI NG TON DC APR 30  8 5 3 P

MAJ ARCH I BALD JOHNSON-
BURL INGAME SANMATEO CO C AL I F =

CAN YOU Mr I RE ME COLLECT ELKINIS ADDRESS SA VANNAH=
HIRAM Ih JOHNSON.:  

7 5 8  A MAY 1 .

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE



WESTERN 
UNIONS

NEWCOMB CARLTON. PBESIDENT C. W tLLEVER. WfMT w eW B W IB B IT

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is ST A N D A R D  T IM K  q

Received at 722 Market St., San Francisco aopens 033 ^
A A 3 2 4  113  G OVT- SC WASHINGTON DC 1 2 3 1 P

MAJOR A R C HI B A L D  M J O HN SO N * |
ATTY AT LAW M I L L S  BLDG SFRAN*

UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND D I F F I C U L T I E S  ENCOUNTERED BY E L K I N S  AND

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1220g

REGRET HE WAS UNABLE TO STAY HAVANA U N T I L  THEY WERE

STRA IGHTENED OUT STOP I T  I S I M P O S S I B L E  FOR HIM TO SECURE i f

PERM AMENT A D M I S S I O N AT PORT
11 rr

OF NEWYORK STOP APPL 1 CAT t ON FOR

PERM[AMENT A D M I S S I O N MUST BE MADE AT A CONSULATE IN FOREI GN

TERR ! TORY STOP NOW I HAVE ARRANGED WI TH 1MMIGRAT ION

DEPARTMENT TO P E R M I T  OF T H E I R  TEMPORARY A D M I S S I O N  AT PORT

OF NEWYORK WHEN THEY A R R I V E  THERE TOMORROW I AM ALSO W I R I N G  

ELKt-f iS CARE OF THE S H I P  A S K I N G  H I S  I T I N E R A R Y  BECAUSE I WANT 

*F I T  I S  AT ALL P O S S I B L E  TO ARRANGE FOR THE PERMANENT 

A D M I S S I O N  OF H I S  W I FE  BEFORE THEY ARE COMPELLED TO RETURN TO 

C A L I F O R N I A  W I L L  KEEP YOU A D V I S E D * '

HIRAM W JOHNSON.:

MINUTES IN  TRANSIT
FULL-RATS DAY LETTER

J V-
C l a s s  o f  Se r v i c e

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced­
ing the address.S_________ r

------------------------------- v ,
S I G N S

D L Day Letter

N M  =» Night Message

N L  =  Night Letter

LC O  =  Deferred Cable

N LT  =  Cable Night Letter

W L T  =  Week-End LetterS____ ______r

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE



The Honorable Hiram 1, Johnson,
United States Senate,

Washington, D. C*

Dear Senator Johnson:

Reference is made to your telegrams dated April 29 and 30, 
and to the Consulate General’s telegraphic replies dated April 
29 and May 1, regarding the immigration case of Mrs. Felton B. 
Elkins*

Mr. and Mrs. Elkins who, as you no doubt know, are on a tour 
from California 1$o Hew fork, called at the Consulate General 
Saturday morning to apply for a nonquota immigration visa to 
enable Mrs. Elkins to enter the United States for permanent resi­
dence. The Department of State’s authorization based upon Mr. 
Elkins petition which was approved by the Department of Labor 
under date of April 22, 1953, to accord Mrs* Elkins nonquota 
status under Section 4 (a) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as 
the alien wife of an American citizen, had just been received.
As you are doubtless aware, the approval of such nonquota status 
in behalf of the alien wife of an American citizen has the effect 
of exempting her from the quota restrictions of the immigration 
laws to which she would otherwise be subject, but does not relieve 
her of the necessity of complying with the other requirements of 
the immigration laws*

Upon informal examination Mrs. Elkins appeared to be ad­
missible into the United States in every respect and qualified 
to obtain an immigration visa, except that she did not have in 
her possession two certified copies of her birth certificate, 
which are required by the following provisions of Section 7 (c) 
of the Immigration Act of 1924:

”The immigrant shall furnish, if available, to the 
consular officer, with his application, two copies of his 
’dossier1 and prison record and military record, two certi­
fied copies of his birth certificate, and two copies of all 
other available public records concerning him kept by the 
Government to which he owes allegiance.”

Under the Regulations prescribed by the Secretary of State on the 
recommendation of the Secretary of Labor, under authority of 
Section 24 of the Immigration Act of 1924, ”available” as used in 
the above provision of the law means ”obtainable” or ^procurable” 
even though the production of the requ red documents involves 
delay and inconvenience. In this connection it should be men­
tioned that no allegation was made that Mrs. Elkins’ birth cer­
tificate Is not obtainable or procurable.



2

In view o f the (for 
Immigration Act o f lsfe£

f )  o f the 
to withhold

immigration v isas  from aliens whose applications f a l l  to comply 
with the provisions o f  the law , the Consulate General had no other 
choice than to Inform Mrs* Elkins that i t  could not act favorably  
upon her application u n til her b irth  c e rt ific a te  i s  presented or 
satisfactory  evidence i s  presented to show that th is document is  
not obtainable or procurable* The Consulate General wishes to 
assure you that, had i t  been possib le  to issue an immigration visa  
to Mrs* Elkins without v io latin g  the law, i t  would have been more 
than glad to do so*

Since the matter o f obtaining a b irth  c e rt if ic a te  fo r  Mrs* 
Elkins, who i s  a native o f South A frica , w i l l  probably require  
several weeks, Mr* and Mrs* Elkins did not, o f course, wish to 
remain in fiabana u n til she could obtain an immigration visa* I t  
i s  understood that they departed from Eebana Saturday night, A p ril 
29, fo r lew  York and that Mrs* Elkins w i l l  apply fo r  readmission 
as a temporary v is ito r *  I t  Is  a lso  understood that she w i l l  en­
deavor to obtain her b irth  c e rt ific a te  and &en depart from the 
United States, probably to M exicali, Mexico, to apply fo r  an immi­
gration visa*

The Consulate General very much regrets that i t  was unable to 
issue Mrs* Elkins the immigration v isa  necessary fo r  her admission 
into the United States fo r  permanent residence* However, fo r  the 
reasons stated above, i t  had no other choice in  the matter*

Yours very respectfu lly ,

(Signed) F. ?. F. DUKOBT 
American Consul General.



PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
1201S

C l a s s  o f  S e r v i c e

This, is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced­
ing the address.

WESTERN 
■ UNION

S I G N S
D L  — Day Letter

N M  =  Night Message

N L  =  Night Letter

L C O  =  Deferred Cable

N L T  =  Cable Night Letter

W L T  =  Week-End Letter

NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT J . C . W 1 L L E V E R ,  F IR S T  V IC E -PR E S ID E N T

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is S T A N D A R D  T IM E .

Received at Forum Bldg., 1109 9th St., Sacramento, Calif. TEalw1yT m 4321OPEN \Y 3
FT 1 2 8  4 4=  s e  WASHINGTON D C ?  11?1A

H I R A M  W JOHNSON JR =
^ HOTEL  SENATOR SACRAMENTO CAL I F = ;

M IN U TE S  IN  T R A N S IT
FULL-RATE

a  /
DAY LETTER

THANKS FOR N I G H T L E T T E R  JUST  R E C E I V E D  STOP W H I L E  R E G RE T T I NG

RESULT OF COURSE FEEL DEEPL Y GRATEFUL TO YOU AND OTHERS WHO

A I D E D  STOP ■  ANY I NST ANCE YOU DEEM I T  A P P R O P R I A T E  I W I L L

BE GLAD TO HAVE YOU EXPRESS MY A P P RE CI  AT I ON AND THANKS STOP 

HAVE W R I T T E N  TODAY= ■

■H I RAM W J O HNS ON.

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TEH

Do AS TOUR HEART 
TEIJLS YOU

4m J , M otk&i a. 
l e l e a i a m m

M OTHER’S D AT



rED TO FAVOR TH E COM PANY B Y  CRITICISM  A N D  SUGGESTION C O NCE R N ING  ITS SERVICE  1201-S
, ' §  3 _____  /----------------------------------------v.

a n  a n s j j j

B Y  T H E  S E N D E R  O F  T H I S  _ssssa UNION
W E S T E R N  U N I i r

\

S I G N S ,
D L  =  Day f i t t e r

N M  =  Night Message

N L  —  Night Letter

L C O  =  Deferred Cable

N L T  =  Cable Night Letter

W L T  =  Week-End Letter

■>B CARLTON, PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER. FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT-

- v  mu uuuwu 111 T__ __ ___  _. lin e date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the tim e o f receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STAN D ARD  T IM E .
Received at 722 Market St., San Francisco, Calif., a o p e n s

•\Bb2 bO GOVT= SC WASHINGTON DC 3 5 0 9Q D

-MAJOR A R C H I B A LD M JOHNSON, ATTORNEY AT L 
• M I L L S .  BLDG SFRAN=:

r\ i i

M IN U TE S  IN  T R A N S IT
F U L L -R A T S D AY  LE TTE R

CAN YOU A D V I S E  Ml RE E L K I N S  MI GHT STOP IN NEWYORK STOI

UNDERSTANDu nu AMDED YESTERDAY AND MY ONLY REASON NOW FOI

NDEAVOf TO GET IN TOUCH WI TH H I M IS TO SEE F W F 0 A mi IS l— v n  {S

j A K n A N C A R  M I Q W I F F Q  P p  D M  A flic M T  A n y  1 Q Q  I A ] J -r U n  n lu  Vs I r  l. O r F r\iVl A i\I u IM l n U  iVl IO  O I U iM “

HI  RAM ■ W J 0 H N S 0

W ESTER N UN IO N  G IFT  ORDERS SOLVE TH E PE R P LE X IN G  QUESTION OF W H A T  TO G IV E



HUBERT D. STEPHENS, MISS., CHAIRMAN
DUNCAN U. FLETCHER, FLA. CHARLES L. MC NARY, OREG.
MORRIS SHEPPARD, TEX. HIRAM W . JOHNSON, CALIF.
ROYAL S. COPELAND, N. Y. PORTER H. DALE, VT .
ROBERT J. BULKLEY, OHIO GERALD P. NYE, N. DAK.

^>enctleJO SI AH WILLIAM BAILEY, N. C. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH
HATTIE W . CARAWAY, ARK. ROSCOE C. PATTERSON, MO.
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO. WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., ME.
LOUIS MURPHY, IOWA 
JOHN H. OVERTON, LA. COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

GEORGE W. NEVILLE, CLERK May 5, 1953

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,  
Attorney at Law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Jack:

night le t te r  which has just been received con­

cerning the Primary B i l l .  I  was not unprepared 

fo r  the re su lt, and I  have not been unaware of 

the causes contributing to i t .  You have been 

very good in  the matter, and I  can’ t te ll, you 

the tenderness with which I  think of you at Sac­

ramento. I  wanted you to know this immediately 

upon receipt of the news by me.

I t  was good o f you to send me the

With a l l  my love,

Affec tionat e ly ,

B



F 19 5 0  7 EXTRA RELAY = ST WASHINGTON DC V I A  SC SACRAMENTO CAL.I F

COPY OF TELEGRAM TELEPHONED 6 NFT 

HI RAM W JOHNSON JR =

: i_______ -j- v-  . 6 AM 9 46
8 9 2  M I L L S  BLDG=

MY HEARTY CONGRATULAT I ONS YOU D I D  A WONDERFUL JOB T H I N K  THE  

OTHERS FOR ME I T  WAS ALL THE MORE WONDERFUL TO ME BECAUSE I D I D  

NOT T H I N K  I T  P O S S I B L E  WHEN DO YOU EXPECT MATTER COME UP IN 

SENATE CAN I DO A N Y T HI NG  FROM HERE=

HI RAM W JOHNSON.
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LOUIS MURPHY, I O W A -------------------------------
JOHN H. OVERTON, LA.

GEORGE W . NEVILLE, CLERK

May 6, 1933.

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney at Law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Arch:

I  am enclosing you herein a le t te r  I  have th is  

day sent to Mr. Felton Elkins, with the enclosures which 

were included in  my le t te r  to him. Obviously, Elkins talked  

to the Consul in  Havana about M exicali, and that, I  assume, 

i s  the reason Mexicali is  mentioned in  the le tte rs  to me.

I had thought we might make the e ffo r t  in  Montreal or 

Vancouver. Before you undertake to do i t  at M exicali, you 

had better investigate as fa r  as you can the situation  

there, fo r once or twice i t  has been conveyed to me there 

has been some l i t t l e  d if f ic u lty  with getting prompt action

there.

One o f the men in  the State Department confiden­

t ia l ly  said to me that he gathered from a l l  o f the circum­

stances o f the case that Elkins probably expressed h is  

opinion o f the Consul at Havana with some degree o f fluency. 

I  do not know whether th is i s  so or not. At any rate , he 

ought to take the matter up now so that there w i l l  be no 

mistake in  the future. I f  he does not intend to do i t  in

that fashion, why le t  i t  drop. He canft expect to leave

QltnHcb J & e ru x le

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE
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to you or to anybody else the making o f the necessary 

representations to the State Department, and then run 

away so that he is  unable to be reached. I  am mighty 

sorry that there has been a hitch in  th is matter, and 

I  was extremely indignant at the Consul at Havana, but 

i t  is  lik e  many cases where some very small and con­

temptible individual technically has the law on you.

Would you want me to make a stab at one of 

the attorneyships you have mentioned, concerning which 

you wrote me on May 2nd? Could either one f i t  in  with 

your present activ itie s?  There ought to be in  the not 

distant future jobs connected with the new ra ilroad  law 

which we contemplate passing within a b r ie f  period, and 

the Reconstruction Finance Corporation^in our community,

I  don’ t know how w e ll they would f i t  in with your present 

a c t iv it ie s . I  wish you would please w rite me just exactly  

how you fe e l about i t ,  so that I  may know, and may now 

try to get to work in  the matter.

With a l l  my love, in  which Mother jo in s,

A ffectionate ly ,

B



May 5* 1933

Mr* Felton Elkins*
The Lovell*
28 East 63rd Street*
New York* H* X*

Dear Mr* Elkins:

1 am very sorry fo r  the unpleasantness you have 

been subjected to in  your desire to secure the perma~ 

nent admission o f Mrs* Elkins* When the petitions  

o r ig in a lly  reached the Department* the Department re ­

turned them because they had not been su ffic ien tly  

f i l l e d  out* I  wired Arch* who fortunately was able  

to give me the missing information* I  then returned 

the petitions to the Department* On my recommendation 

the Departments accepted the petitions and advised the 

Consul at Havana o f the approval o f the petitions* X was 

astonished to receive a telegram from Arch that the Consul 

had refused issuance o f a v isa  to you because you could 

not furnish a b irth  c e rt ifica te * I  immediately cabled the 

Consul* While i t  i s  a spec ific  provision o f the law that 

birth  c e rt ific a te s  must be presented I  think the Consul at 

Havana was wholly lacking in  discretion  in  not issuing to 

you a v isa  on the documents presented by you and with the 

circumstances as they were. A fter the Consul*s re fu sa l,



I  took up with the o f f ic ia ls  o f the State Department 

the p o ss ib ility  o f cabling abroad to secure the required  

b irth  c e r t if ic a te , but I  was informed by the Consul that 

you had l e f t  Havana. I  was fe a r fu l you might have d i f f i ­

cu lties  at the port o f Hew fork* My understanding is  

that under the immigration law a fte r  a v isa  had been 

refused, as was your case, Mrs* Elkins might be l e f t  with­

out any le g a l status* I  at once communicated with Mr* 

Husband, the Assistant Secretary o f labo r, who wired the 

Commissioner o f Immigration at E l l i s  Island to e ffec t  

your speedy landing* The labor Department were very kind 

in  th is Instance* 1 a lso wired you to the ship Santa Rosa*

I  have now personally taken th is case up with the Secretary 

o f State* I  am advised that in  no case has the Department 

ever waived the requirement o f  a b irth  c e rt if ic a te ; that the 

issuance o f v isas i s  wholly within the Jurisdiction o f their  

Consuls, and the law in  th is  regard has been upheld by an 

opinion o f the Supreme Court* Apparently the situation  is  

as fo llow s:

1* Mrs. Elkins should obtain two c e rt ifie d  

copies o f her b irth  c e rt ific a te *

2m She is  here on a temporary status, but w i l l  

not be disturbed, and extensions w i l l  be granted, i f  and 

when necessary on th is temporary status*



3* A fter b irth  c e rt ific a te s  have been secured 

she can again apply at some consulate, In her case the 

one most convenient to her, and the Departments here w i l l  

transfer the approval o f the documents thus presented to 

the consulate a t which she applies fo r  permanent admission* 

I t  I s  the custom to compel the applicant In cases 

o f th is sort to depart from the country and remain at the 

consulate where the application is  made before a petition  

w i l l  be accepted* This was waived In your case* I f  the 

application i s  denied the applicant is  required to make 

a new application , with new documents, ete* In your in ­

stance the State Department, as I  understand their le t te r ,  

w i l l  transfer the old documents when another application  

I s  made*

I  am very anxious to be o f service in  th is matter 

fo r  you and Mrs* Elkins, and also because o f Arch* I f  you 

have any d if f ic u lty  in  obtaining the b irth  c e rt ific a te s ,  

le t  me know, and perhaps I  can a ss is t  you through the South 

African Legation here* Let me know, too, when you are 

ready to reapply, and at what consulate I t  w i l l  be conven­

ient fo r  you, so th at we can have the written approval o f  

the Departments sent to the place o f application*

I  am enclosing you herein copy o f the le t te r  from 

the Secretary o f State which has today come to me, copy o f
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the le t te r  o f the Consul at Havana, and copy o f  the 

regu lations, the two la s t  named having been forwarded 

to me by our Secretary o f State*

With my best wishes to you and Mrs* E lkins,

1 am

fours most sincerely ,

P*S* X am sending copy o f this le t te r  and copy o f the 
enclosures to Arch*

B

Ends*
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Washington

May 5, 1933.

My dear Senator Johnsons

I  have your le t te r  of May 2 and regret very much 
the d if f ic u lty  experienced by Mrs. Elkins in  connection with 
her application fo r  an immigration v isa  at Habana, Cuba.

A report by a ir  mail has just been received from 
the Consul General enclosing the attached le t te r  addressed 
to you to explain reasons why i t  was not possib le , much to 
the Consul General*s regret, to issue an immigration v isa  
to Mrs. Elkins.

Supplementing the information contained in  the 
Consul Generall s le t te r  and the information sheet also trans­
mitted, I  may say that the Department w i l l  be very glad to 
repeat to the American Consul at Mexicali the authorization  
previously sent to Habana fo r  Mrs. E lk insfs non-quota status 
as the w ife  of an American c itizen . I t  w i l l ,  however, f i r s t  
be necessary fo r Mr. Elkins to obtain reapproval o f the pe­
t it io n  from the Department o f Labor, since i t  is  understood 
to be the practice o f that Department to hold in abeyance 
the approval o f petitions fo r  a liens residing in the United 
States un til their departure from this country. I t  may be 
added that, in  view o f the provisions o f Section 3 of the 
Immigration Act of 1917 which exclude aliens lik e ly  to become 
public charges, i t  would be advisable fo r  Mrs. Elkins to take 
with her evidence o f her resources or those o f her husband 
in order that the Consul may have documentary evidence re ­
garding her assurance o f support.

I f  Mrs. Elkins decides to fo llow  the plan discussed 
with the American Consul General in Habana and to apply to the 
American Consul at Mexicali fo r an immigration v isa , I  am sure 
that he w i l l  accord her every consideration possible under the 
law and regulations and i f ,  fo r  any reason, she should change 
her plans and decide to make application fo r an immigration 
visa at a d iffe ren t consular o ff ic e  abroad a fte r she assembles 
the various documents referred  to, I  would appreciate your 
advising the Department in order that arrangements may be made 
to repeat to the appropriate consular o ff ic e r  the authorization  
fo r  non-quota status of Mrs. Elkins when re-approval o f the 
petition  i s  received from the Department o f Labor.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) CORDELL HULL

Enclosures:
To Senator Johnson;
Information sheet.
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ffVggSfESTERN
1201-S

by the sender 
meI sace. please give 
,T TO THE messenger
or TELEPHONE IT TO

W E S T E R N  U N J D N UNION
S I G N S

D L  =  Day Letter

N M  =  Night Message

N L  ■=> Night Letter

L C O  =  Deferred Cable

N L T  =  Cable Night Letter

W L T  =  Week-End Letter

glRLTON, PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

T h e  tiling time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of .receipt at destination as shot^n on all messages, is S T A N D A R D  T IM E *

Received at 722 Market St., San Francisco, Calif., aofen*

- AA3 96 3 3  G0VT=SC WASHINGTON DC 19 3 1 4  P 

MAJOR ARCHIBALD M JOHNSON=i

ATTORNEY AT LAW MILLS BLDG SFRAN=

vJjj 1 AY in  an/r i n  'Z

MnArtES ii
FULL-RATE DAY LETTER

IS  W P FULLER OF W H I T T I E R  FULLER A F R IE N D  OF YOURS IF  SO
WIRE ME HOW HE 1S R E G IS TE RE D  HE IS  BE ING SUGGESTED FOR /
P O S I T I O N  HERE THAT YOU MIGHT WISH HIM TO HAVE=

'•HIRAM W JOHNSON.

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES
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ED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1220S

THt
SSAOE pUtASE-

THt MESStWOE*-
'T-T<U 'l61«>'0»•  «  T L -

r
UNION

S I G N S
D L =  Day Letter

N M  =  Night Message

N L  =  Night Letter

LC O  =  Deferred Cable

N LT  =  Cable Night Letter

W L T  =  Week-End Letter

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT J. C . WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

The filing time as shown in the dateline on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on-all jpessages, is ST A N D A R D  T IM E .

Received at 722 Market St., San Francisco aopens

WA21 76 NL*WASHINGTON DC 21

n MR)

MAJOR A R C H IB A LD M JO H N S O N

ATTORNEY AT LAW M IL L S  BLDG SFRAN=

MINUTES IN  TRANSIT
FULL-RATE DAY LETTER

MUST RETURNED- FROM LONG CONFERENCE WHEREIN I WAS MOST ; 

EARNESTLY ASKED TO GO TO LONDON W ITH  AMER1CAN ,DELEGAT ION FOR 

■■ECONOMIC PARLEY STOP HAVE AGREED .TO G IV E  D E F I N I T E  ANSWER FOUR 

OCLOCK MONDAY STOP 1 W I L L  GO I F  AT ALL AS A FREE AGENT STOP  

MY O P I N I O N  ACCOMPLISHMENT THERE VERY DOUBTFUL STOP BUT f '

CONFERENCE IS  VERY DEAR TO HEART OF COMMANDER IN C H IE F  S T O P • 

■WOULD A P P R E C IA TE  IT  IF  YOU WOULD WIRE ME COLLECT MONDAY 

MORNING) YOUR V IEW S L0VE=

| H i  RAH*W- JUBUSON

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST. WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE
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F 9 9  9 = ST WASHI NGTON DC 2 4  5 2 3 P

A R C H I B A L D  M JOHNSON=
ATTY AT LAW M I L L S  BLDG=

1933 MAY 24 PM 2 55

HAVE JUST D E C L I N E D  A P P O I N T M E N T TO LONDON W R I T I N G  TOMORROW LOVE= 

H I R A M  W J O H NS O N .

Telephone Your Telegrams to T c s ta l  T e leg ra p h
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JOHN H.OVERTON,LA. ? f  r  ̂ C O M M I T T E E  O N  C O M M E R C E

GEORGE W. NEVILLE, CLERK

May 36, 1933,

Mr* Hiram f .  Johnson, J r* ,
Major Archibald M* Johnson,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

Mr dear Boys:

I t  was a d i f f ic u lt  and rather momentous 

decision fo r  me to make th is week upon the o ffe r  o f the 

President to send me as a delegate to the London Con­

ference* I t  was made d i f f ic u lt  because of the P resi­

dent1 s k indliness, and because o f the grounds upon which 

he put the appointment, and i t  was momentous because I 

should dearly have loved to go fo r the pleasure o f the 

tr ip  and fo r  the partic ipation  in the proceedings* I t  

hurt me much more than 2 can t e l l  you to deny your Mother 

the only European Jaunt that she could possib ly  have dur­

ing our life tim e . Fro$ the f i r s t  n o tification  to me u n til  

my f in a l declination , day before yesterday, I  saw the 

President on several occasions, and each time he sought 

to persuade me and to meet the objections 2 voiced* He 

is  very persuasive, and probably a very few men in h is  

position  would have listened with any degree o f patience  

to the frank utterances in which I  indulged* With my de­

s ire  fo r an ocean tr ip  and the stay in London, with a wish
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re a lly  to be a part o f the fame and splendor of suob 

a gathering, and stronger than a l l  these, with an 

anxiety to do what might g ive  your Mother some pleas­

ure, a l l  tugging with me on one side, I  had to reach 

my conclusion from an old crank* s view, and an anxiety 

to maintain myself in the future, as in the past* X am 

perfectly  certain  that I  decided as X should, but th is  

does not mean that X have no regrets , or that 1 do not 

fe e l wretohed over the deprivation from the standpoint 

of the t r ip , the spectacle, and the advertising, and the 

lik e *

X have tried  to t e l l  you some o f the things 

which influenced me* Necessarily X do so In a manner, 

not sequential, and in a rather messy and jumbled fashion*

X have always held a view, o ft expressed, that 

no Senator should go upon any such mission as that pro­

posed to me* This Is  because of an old-fashioned idea,

X admit, o f the d ignity of the senatorial o f f ic e , and the 

preservation of the purity o f the senatoria l motive in any 

weighty decision, and the absolute, In te llectu a l honesty 

in rendering that decision* For one who is  a Senator to 

go abroad, and in secret conference, as negotiator, agree  

upon a particu lar treaty is  a l l  r igh t, but fo r  a Senator 

to do th is at the behest of the appointing power, and then
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to return to the Senate, and s itt in g  as judge and ju ro r  

upon the work secretly  done abroad, approve i t ,  as a 

Senator, has always seemed to me a v io la tion  o f the 

Mosaic law* You may remember that during the abortive  

figh t 1 made upon the London Haval Conference I  took Reed 

and Robinson very severely to task fo r  being negotiators, 

manipulators, and agents in procuring a treaty , and then 

witnesses, ju ro rs , and judges in endeavoring to put i t  

over* A few lik e  myself hold these views* Most o f  the 

Senators think nothing o f It*  I t  is  a purely ethical 

proposition, and while I t  had i t s  small weight in the 

determination of what X did, i t  was by no means a predom­

inant influence, although always a t  the back o f my head* 

the assertion o f those who are seeking world  

recovery is  that success depends upon three d istinct  

factors| (1 ) Disarmament; (2 f Debts; and (3 ) Economic

agreements re la tin g  to finance, currency s tab ilis a t io n ,  

trade and t a r i f fs *  The th ird  subject matter is  the one 

Hie London Conference is  supposed to deal with* Fran the 

standpoint o f the Administration i t  i s  the lea st  important, 

although i f  the world were an ideal world, and the peoples 

of the d iffe ren t countries constituted a single  fam ily, i t  

might be of greater importance than any other factor*
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X expressed to the President* of course, the attitude  

that he v e il knew, I  had upon the debts.O f course* he 

was fam ilia r v ith  what 1 had sa id  in  the past, and In 

the present concerning our International re lations*

He recognized a d ifference in what might be done, and 

in what X believed* He was fin e  enough to say that, of 

course, X had a perfect right to ay views, and to express 

them any way X saw f i t  and under any circumstances X deemed 

appropriate* He to ld  me that foreign  debts would be kept 

out o f the Sconoaic Conference in Kondon, and that he, 

h im se lf, expected to deal with them. He sa id  that d is ­

armament would be dealt with at Geneva and he hoped that 

that would be speedily completed. Xn re lation  to the debts 

he was quite vague as to h is future po licy , while X was 

very certain  that whatever decision he ought ultim ately to 

make, the d ignity and honor of the country required he 

should not dicker, or bargain conoeming them. X endeavored 

to impress upon him that o f course a cred itor should ever 

be accessib le  to h is  debtor, and then i t  was not at a l l  in­

appropriate the debtor might make representations concerning 

payment o f h is ob ligation  upon which the cred itor should 

f in a l ly  decide; but that i t  was quite a d iffe ren t thing  

when a nation said i t  would not pay, to beg and plead, 

to whine and bargain and barter that the debtor might u l­

timately agree to pay a fraction  of the debt. At any rate ,



tills  was not to be a subject of the Economic Conferenoe 

at London, and lik e  the disarmament and so -ca lled  world 

peace negotiations are to be beyond our ken* Wow, th is  

In I t s e l f  la  a l l  wary w e ll, but the p icture o f world  

recovery, according to a l l  o f these gentlemen engaged 

In th is  a lt ru is t ic  undertaking la  fortthe  most part made 

up o f the ethereal beauty o f peace through disarmament 

and debt settlements to re lie v e  Irr ita t io n *  Curing the 

time that 1 was considering and Mr. Roosevelt was urging, 

came lik e  a thunder clap the Davis pronouncement at 

Geneva. Under th is , i f  carried  out. H it le r and MacDonald 

are entire ly  righ t In their assertions; the one, that 

the United States a t la s t  has become the guarantor o f  

peace In fu r ope; and the other, that the great Republic 

has cast I t s e l f  from I t s  o ld  moorings, and is  mow upon a 

hitherto unknown sea. We may Indulge In a l l  the In ter— 

prstations that we wish In th is  country, but the very es­

sence o f the ob ligation  we have assumed, i f  ultim ately  

th is nation, through it s  constitutional p rin c ip les  agrees, 

constitutes at the very lea st a  moral ob ligation  which 

can not be denied. It  was ju st  th is kind o f  a moral ob­

lig a t io n  described by ht&d Grey In M s  celebrated speech 

to  the Home o f Commons In 1914 that took England Into 

war, an a llian ce  with francs, and against Germany. And
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i t  is  ju st the kind o f a moral ob ligation , which i f  not 

f u l f i l l e d ,  w i l l  b rin g  upon i b  the scorn o f a l l  the world, 

and tbs contumely of our own people* The decision that 

has been made at Geneva is  the most important in a l l  our 

fore ign  re lations sinoe we became a nation, save, o f 

course, the league of Nations, which f in a l ly  we defeated*

And the p ity  of i t  is  that it  has baen made by the House 

o f Morgan* I  m  certain that Roosevelt did not know th is  

at the time, and X m  not sure now just how he fe e ls  con­

cerning it *  The revelations concerning Herman Davis, 

f i r s t  that he was adebtor in a very la rge  sum to the Morgan 

House, and secondly, that he was on one o f the preferred  

l i s t s  o f those who were given bargains, which in re a lity ,  

were b r ib e s , had not been made when 1 rendered my decision* 

But they alone would have ju s t i f ie d  it *  How, what I  con­

stantly pointed out to the President was with these three 

great component parts o f a program fo r  our recovery prob­

ably coming to the Senate fo r  confirmation and ra t if ic a t io n ,  

a situation  would be presented fo r  me personally , were 1 a 

part o f one o f them, that would be not only paradoxical but 

in the fu l le s t  measure disagreeable fo r  both of us*

| could not, and X would not support two o f the parts o f  

the great program, while sponsoring one, In which X had, 

myself participated* X have never seen a man lik e  the



President, and X neve; have k i i  treated more cour­

teously or more generously by any human being. He 

smiles a t what seems to be Insurmountable d i f f ic u lt ie s ,  

and smiling said , I t  was a l l  righ t fo r  me to oppose 

any parts of the program that X saw f i t ,  and he would 

not, in the slughtest degree, takenit amiss. Xt seemed, 

however, fo r the moment a complete answer to me, but as 

X thought of i t  subsequently, X found i t  no answer at 

a l l*  f f  I  accepted h is appointment, under h is written, 

and secret Instructions and went abroad, f  oould play  

the game in one way only, and that would be to do as he 

desired* Xt would be simply an in to lerab le  situation  to 

disagree abroad and come home disagreeing by myself •

Such a situation  no wise or in te llig en t man would ever 

permit himself to be in ; and then even exposin g  one to be 

in  agreement in the Sconomio Conference, to come back here 

and walk in one door o f the senate with trea tie s  X was 

sponsoring as a Senator, while in  another door of the 

Senate directed to the same end, came another batch o f  

trea tie s , which v io len tly  X opposed, would leave me, not him 

in  an ugly situation , which however much X might say had 

been anticipated both by him and me would never be under­

stood by others, the rea l question, therefore, f in a l ly

resolves i t s e l f  into whether l ik e  my fe llow s 1 could go
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along with a p a ir  o f spats* and a decoration In my 

button bole* and a plug hat upon my head* photo** 

graphed fo r  a l l  the world* and s it t in g  among the great 

o f every nation with a pretense o f my own greatness* 

too* and accept a program In a la rge  part o f which 

X did not be lieve . X fe e l*  my dear boys* that with 

Just the b r ie f  period remaining* X would rather sacrl— 

f lo e  the pleasures and the Joys* the sense o f power* 

and the favors o f the mighty* than forget that which 

X had striven  and fought for* and which X believed  es~ 

sen tia l fo r  the future o f our country.

There would be six  delegates to the London 

Conference, f iv e  with one view* and myself with another. 

The President said  he desired me knowing that* to go; 

that he had selected me because o f my independence and 

because X could say "Ho*. His confidential aides* in­

cluding Holey, who endeavored to persuade me to accept* 

to ld  me frankly the delegation was weak, that they feared  

the English delegation which consisted o f the very ab lest  

men in the B r it ish  Empire who knew exactly what they 

wanted* that they were anxious fo r  me to go that X might 

f igh t . X quote their very language. They thou^it they 

required somebody who could stand up and give and take* 

and X had been selected fo r  that Job. But the d if f ic u lty



with th is  argument m s that X would not be in command 

o f the delegation, that I  would he subject, f i r s t ,  to  

the instruct Ions of the President, and secondly, to the 

gentleman he put in command o f the delegation, Secretary 

H u ll, an extremely weak hut extremely obstinate indi­

v idual, wholly international 1st| and it  was secretly  

conveyed to me that when Hull departed from London, as 

he expected to do a fte r  sane weeks there, that James M.

Cox o f Ohio, would he made the chairman o f the delegation, 

and o f course, the one in command* fhe vice o f the position  

of the aides o f the President, who, doubtless spoke with 

h is  authority, to me, was that constantly i f  at variance  

with the other delegates X would be o v e rru le s , and while  

X could say •Ho*, to say * no* continuously would be rather 

a fu t i le  thing, and ultim ately would re su lt , o f necessity, 

in endeavoring to kick over decisions that would be ren­

dered by those who hold an exactly opposite view to mine 

concerning international re la tio n s , and X would either have 

to vo luntarily  leave my fe llow s , or X would be kicked out 

by them* th is  was something that could not be contem­

p lated  and that in  a foreign  country could not be to lerated. 

So the whole theory thus presented to me o f being a bogey­

man who would constantly say *Io* rested upcma fa ls e  premise,
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and was incapable o f re su lt , save moral suasion, 

because the command and deoision would rest with  

the others. As Holey expressed i t ,  and indeed as 

1 ***** thrnsht,the task ahead in  the Conference

•oald  he a neat d i f f ic u lt  one. By ro le  would take 

» e  day and night and require the nest intensiwe 

work. 1 would not, however, sh irk  the responsi- 

b i l i t y  and would have been w illin g?  o f course, 

with -hat industry l  have to hare given o f  myself 

without e tin t, provided 2 would not have had to fo l ­

low courses decided toy others.

Incidentally  in  th is  Conference may oooe 

* *  question* o f t a r i f f  that w i l l  g reatly  concern the 

State o f  C a lifo rn ia . I  might have got by on th is  a l l  

right and that d id  not greatly  trouble me, tout with  

the t a r i f f s  we have upon walnuts, almonds, lemons, and 

the l ik e , there might have been very considerable and 

serious d i f f ic u lt ie s .  Bu ll is  in  re a lity  a free  trader, 

and the rest o f the delegation w il l  act with him. 

Pittman's interest is  practiodly wholly in s i lv e r ,  tout 

I do not think any Conference w i l l  go as fa r  as he would 

l ik e  to  go fo r  two or three played-out s i lv e r  mines in 

the rotten borough o f Nevada*
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There were other things that entered into 

my decision# 1 re a lis e  that p rac tica lly  every member 

of the Senate would jump at the opportunity that has 

been offered to me* 1 re a lis e , too, my own lim ita­

tions and my own tempersaaatal fa ilin g s *  1 presume 

X ought to be able to do as my fa llow s do* That X 

can not is  because tofortun&tely the Lord mad© me in  

a d iffe ren t mould, -  not better than any o f my fe llow s  

but d iffe ren t. What touches my s e n s ib ilit ie s  has no 

appeal with most o f those in p o lit ic a l l i f e ,  and perhaps 

with the great majority o f our people too* X look at  

the legend upon my w all that used to be in my o ff ic e  as 

Gk>vernort the o ft quoted sentence o f Lincoln}

»X am not bound to win, 
but I  am bound to be true.
I  am not bound to succeed 
but 1 am bound to l iv e  up 
to what lig h t  X have *

thus, X have made my momentous decision, understanding 
dis

a l l  o f i t s  /hdvant&ges, and knowing, i f  X were to t e l l  the 

world what X am te l l in g  you now, how l i t t l e  understood would 

be the reasons which actuate me, and how l i t t l e  sympathy 

there would be with what X say.

An economic conference would be a very d i f f ic u lt  

thing fo r  me at best* My mind does mot rum In that d irect­

ion. 1 would have to straty very hard to have an adequate 

conception o f s tab ilisa t io n  of currency, trade with fa r -o f f
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countries, and the lik e * While 1 have the usual 

smattering of th is  sort of thing that one In public  

o ff ic e  has, 1 hairs no sc ie n t ific  and technical know­

ledge*

The tr ip  would have been a tremendous sac­

r i f i c e  in another direction fo r  me# the Government 

is  going to send us l ik e  a herd o f cattle# Arrange­

ments have been made with a sing le  hotel to house us 

at s i r  d o lla rs  per day, th is including board and room* 

In order to appease the hotel with which the contract 

has been made, o ffic e s  are to be maintained In the 

hotel# In every other Conference that has been held  

abroad, l iv in g  (parto rs have been furnished to the 

delegates and a personal allowance made to them of 

|3§«00 per day# the present era o f economy changes 

that rule# the espouses of your Mother and myself in  

London you could re a lly  Imagine would be fo rty  to  

f i f t y  d o lla rs  a day# Wefre  accustomed to liv in g , and 

1 hope we may u n til we d ie , in  a d iffe ren t fashion from 

that contemplated fo r  the delegates to th is  gathering.

I t  would have been necessary fo r  me to have sold  my pay 

ahead fo r  a couple of months to have gone at a l l ;  and i f  

the conferenoe lasted  more than a couple o f months,

I  wouldnH have known where to turn to get the funds
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necessary fo r  ms* This, however, did. not enter Into 

the decision that 1 made* 1 would have heen w illin g  

to have made any sa c r ific e  on my part, i f  1 had 

thought that 1 could re a lly  do a good Job fo r  sty 

country| but f i a s l ly  re a liz in g  that the usefulness o f  

my lim ited future here might be Impaired, and that, 

despite any understanding, 1 would jeopardise my ab~» 

solute independence of action, Z reached my conclusion* 

Again X say to you I  fcaow X was righ t in  What 

X did, but I  have an in fin ite  regret ;and my greatest 

sadness ew es  from the rea lisa t ion  o f the deprivation  

X have caused your Mother,

With my love ,

A ffectionate ly ,
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May 27, 1933

Mr* Hiram W*Johnson, J r*,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

My dear Jack:

I have just received your le t te r  

of May 24. One point of it  has interested me very 

much, and that is  what you said  about ^Link* Mc- 

Candless, the delegate from Hawaii and McGilvray.

Ih just what connection did you see McCandless men­

tioned. I w i l l  try to inquire about the contracts 

McGilvray boasts he is  going to get, and of course, 

w ill  take a crack at him i f  there is  any way that

it  can be done*

I wrote you yesterday at length*

I  am sending just th is short note because of your 

le t te r  th is morning, and I want to get any deta il 

I can, so as to do the job as well as possible in 

respect to the two gentlemen you mention.

With a l l  my love,

/H ljU '

^Cnileb /States /Senate
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

Hastily,
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at Law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Jack:

This acknowledges receipt o f your 

le t te r  of May S4th, with which you enclosed 

one addressed to you by Senator Jespersen, 

concerning an appointment to West Point fo r  

the son o f L. E. McDougal. I  am today commu- 

nicating with Senator Jespersen in  regard to 

the case.

H astily  and a ffectionate ly ,
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Sunday, June 4, 1933.

My dear Boys:

Long hours of sessions, dreary interviews 

with Innumerable Californ ians, constant e ffo rt  to whip a 

weary in te lle c t  into ac tiv ity  have made the past week or 

two extremely hard and disagreeable* We're going at top 

speed in  order to adjourn early* This adjournment has been 

fixed  tentatively fo r  Saturday next* X am inclined to think 

w e 'l l  be driven to it* X may add parenthetically that X am 

having the same d if f ic u lt ie s  preparing to come home that you 

are fam ilia r with in each t r ip  X take either going or coming. 

Roosevelt wants the Congress out o f the way. He is  lo s ing  a 

l i t t l e  of h is astounding and remarkable poise, and X rather 

think a b it  of h is extreme good nature* There is  a revo lt in 

the a ir  in the Congress, too* Men have followed him up* 

s ta irs  without question or criticism * Some individuals even 

have been mute concerning their most cherished ideas in order 

that they might contribute what l i t t l e  they could in a id  o f 

the P resident's e ffo rts  in th is economic c r is is .  These men 

have about reached the lim it o f their endurance. Roosevelt,

'Hitrxileb s&lctiez Senate
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

clever as he is ,  senses that fa c t , and before there is  an 

actual break, he wishes us out o f the way. X think he is wise



in Ills decision. Personally, 1 don’ t know how much longer 

1 could restrain  myself from talk ing about Herman Davis and 

Ambassador Bingham* Davis is  doing exactly what X said  

during the Hoover campaign had been done In our foreign  a f­

fa ir s  fo r  many years, negotiating, manipulating, and con­

t ro llin g  our re lations with other countries fo r J*P* Morgan 

and Company* Confidentia lly , I  t e l l  you that the President 

and those close to him assure me he exceeded h is instruct­

io n s  at Geneva, and none of them, apparently, l ik e  Bingham’ s 

speech made before he had even wammed his seat on his a rr iv a l  

in London* Xt may be that Davis did exceed his instructions, 

but when it  developed that he was just a Morgan puppet, as 

some o f us long ago suspected, he should have been instantly  

recalled*

Yesterday, the so -ca lled  11 Gold B i l l 11 came up* X have 

not had time in  the m u ltip lic ity  of things X was doing to study 

th is measure with any degree o f care* X listened  therefore in­

tently to the debate, and then concerning one part o f the measure 

I questioned those who ware sponsoring the measure* X could not 

r id  myself of the idea that while we had the powortto do fo r  

the future and retoroactively  what th is B i l l  did, the propriety  

of doing it  retroactive ly  was very doubtful* Bad fa ith  is  so 

repugnant to me, and X have such delicate  se n s ib ilit ie s  concern­

ing the honor of my country, that f in a l ly  I voted against the
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ifebasure. X hope that the B i l l  w i l l  ha f ru it fu l  o f ben e fit, 

but I  do not think its  consequences can be at present foreseen.

The passing of the days has confirmed me in the decision  

X made about going to London; but I would not have you think 

from th is that 1 am without regrets* X would have loved the 

t r ip , and X would have loved to have been a part of the pageant* 

ry and the proceedings. The enjoyment X fe e l sure in these 

things would have been outweighed by the mental agony X would 

have had in being one of six  whose wings were clipped before  

the proceedings started, and X would have been in a pain fu l 

minority of one from the beginning to the end* Of course,

X could have kicked up an awful row, but i t  would have meant 

a row, not only with f iv e  other delegates, in whleh the whole 

country would have considered X was a pestiferous and an im­

possible negotiator but i t  would have meant a row as well

immediately with the President, which would have been welcomed
e l l

with chortling glee by every Morgan &ow/ and every skunk p a rti­

san in C alifo rn ia  and elsewhere* A fter X declined, the Presi­

dent invited l i t t l e  LaPollette to go, and X was quite interested

in  finding that h is reasons fo r refusing were not d issim ilar■' |. m
from mine* X never spoke to him upon the subject u n til both of

8t
us had refused* Subsequently, Couzens went, and th is was per­

fec t ly  natural thing fo r  him. Cousens is  a man of absolute  

in tegrity  and quite Independent. He is  the richest man in the
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senate, and th is gives him an assurance that many do not 

have* He was horn In Canada, and while X consider him a 

good American, he has never forgotten  where he was horn*

He wants the prominence, the parade, and pictures fo r  him- 

s e lf  and his w lfs* 1 think he w i l l  try to do h is duty, 

hut th is may he tempered, In h is instance, hy h is proxlmi ;ty 

to the great and the n e a re r  eat of the world*

hast Sunday we had Holey and B u ll it t  to dinner with 

us* Both of these men are in  the Intimate confidence o f the 

President* Both have gone to London. They are In fin ite ly  

more h itte r  toward Herman Davis than any of us who have made 

the long figh t to ke<p this country out of European wars*

They seemed to me In their conversations not only very antag­

on istic  to Davis1a po licy , hut there was bitterness and a 

personal hatred* Indeed, they were ready to furnish me a 

decision from the United States Supreme Court and the Supreme 

Court o f th is  D istric t deciding that Davis, In some trans­

action, was a fraud and a rogue* X noticed during the week 

Congressman Tinkham made a speech upon, the subject In the Hcuse 

and put the decision In the Record* But beyond th is , they 

Insisted  that Davis had hutted In on Roosevelt when he came here 

to see Hoover, and hy constantly hutting in , he had eased him­

s e lf  Into h is present position* They were both very c r it ic a l  

about what would happen at London, and expressed a deep regret
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t at I  was mot going with them to he a sort of mental 

p u g ilis t , who would metaphorically knock down and drag 

out one a fte r another of the foreign  confereesf and X 

am mot very c lear hut what they would have taken a ma­

lic iou s  pleasure in having someone lik e  myself kick the 

whole conference into a cocked hat. Of course, they did  

not say this* hut X was extremely Interested and amused 

hy the implications of what they did say. I t  is  a funny 

game, th is . And X oan well imagine these two young men, 

anxious to see somebody break up the whole show, and then 

l i f t in g  their hands in horror at the deseoration and de­

struction hy a w ild  man o f a gathering fo r economic re ­

covery and in the name of holy peace#

colds. X fe e l so sorry for her, and yet so l i t t l e  oan he 

done. X am sa ilin g  along as usual hut actually  with only 

h a lf  of my ordinary e ffic iency . How X would love to go 

and bury myself some place fo r  a month, and do nothing hut

Tour Mother has contracted one of her h o rrib le

slubber and dream)

With a l l  my love, in which Mother Joins, 

Affectlonate ly ,
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Mr* Hiram W, Johnson, J r ,,  
Attorney a t law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C alifo rn ia

My dear Jack:

with the boat now, I think it  was a fin e  thing to do doe 

I do hope you and the Children enjoy youselves there, and 

that in the enjoyment of the dear* old r iv e r , a l l  worries 

w ill  depart into the remote distances I am sending th is  

le t t e r ,  as usual, however, to your o ffic e . I presume 

it  w i l l  be forwarded to you* I  am crazy to get home. Your 

Mother is quite the reverse. I would lik e  to leave here 

the day a fte r Congress adjourns. I know I can not, and that 

I w i l l  have a te rr ib le  time getting out of here ten days 

a fte r adjournment. I f  I  succeed in doing th is I w i l l  have 

done w e ll. I  read in one of the San Francisco newspapers 

not long ago that an action had been commenced fo r the ap­

pointment of a reciver, I think, for the Mark Hopkins Hotel. 

Can you t e l l  me anything about the hotel, and whether Smith 

is  s t i l l  running i t ,  I want to know in $rder to make the 

usual terms before we depart.

I assume that you have gone up the riv e r

With love again,

A ffectionate ly ,
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Mr* Hiram W. Johnson, J r , ,  
Major Archibald If, Johnson,
Attorneys at Law,
M ills  Bu ild ing,
San Francisco, C aliforn ia*

My dear boys;

I t  was the expectation that we would adjourn

la s t  n ight, but a fte r  a somewhat exciting session, wherein 

a few o f us very vigorously opposed adjournment u n til we 

had re a lly  completed our work, we recessed u n til Monday 

morning. We may fin ish  Monday n ight, Thereafter I  w i l l  

probably be detained here a week or so, cleaning up, and 

then w©f 11 be upon oar way* I  tr ied  to sta rt Mother pack­

ing a couple o f weeks ago, but without success, and X am 

up against the usual thing when I t  comes to departure.

I  w i l l  not try to w rite  a le t te r  today* We have

been running twelve and fourteen hours a day, o f la te , and 

o f course we are a l l  o f us t ired , and with ragged nerves,

This i s  Mother1 s birthday* I  am trying to have

a l i t t l e  dinner fo r  her to n ig h t, but I t  i s  so in fe rn a lly  

hot I  fea r i t  w i l l  not be particu larly  enjoyable* The past 

week has been simply h e ll here. Fortunately there is  a 

cooling p lant fo r  the Senate chamber, and i t  has been some­

thing o f a haven, notwithstanding the work, to be there
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instead o f in  our o ffices#

Hiss Connor’ s mother died day before yesterday, 

and we fe e l  very sorry fo r  her*

With love to a l l ,

A ffectionately ,

B
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Franoisco, C a lifo rn ia

My dear Boys;

We adjourned la s t  night sometime a fte r  

one ofclock. I  am writing you th is note, merely that 

you may know 1 am coming home as soon as possib le . I  do 

not think I  can leave fo r a week or ten days, and of 

course 1 w i l l  w rite you as usual u n til ju st before de­

parture.

The la t te r  part o f th is session has been 

te r r ib le . We1 re a l l  t ired  and many are disgruntled.

The la s t  figh t was on veterans. The Bureau o f the Budget 

has acted in the most shameful, outrageous, and cruel 

manner. The attempt was made by the Senate to right th is , 

not by a return to old expenditures, but reasonably. 

Something has been accomplished, but not what is  r igh t.

The Director o f the Budget is  a young man, Lewis Douglas , 

of Arizona, bom to the purple, loves the English and their

ways, and has a heart of stone.

The foreign  debt proposition, in which 

Roosevelt has been anything but frank, leaves a bad taste  

with most o f us. There is  such a thing in th is world as

'Hitnileb N icies JS>ettale
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE



3

being too smart* fhe great balance, however, In the 

Roosevelt administration is  favorable , and perhaps we 

ought not only to discount, but to forget the other 

side o f the ledger.

X fe e l scarcely lik e  moving today, and o f 

course m entally X am as rotten as X am physically* 

With my love to a l l ,

A ffectlonate ly ,
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'HitnHeb /Staler Senate
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

GEORGE W. NEVILLE, CLERK

June 22, 1933.

Mr* Hiram W« Johnson, J r . ,
Major Archibald M.Johnson,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  B ldg .,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia  

My dear Boys:

X have my transportation fo r  Monday next, 
and i f  nothing unforeseen a rises , w i l l  leave here 
then. That takes us out o f Chioago Tuesday night 
rather la te  on the Overland Limited, and we arrive , 
as X understand i t ,  in San Francisco rather early  
Friday morning. Of course, X am looking forward 
to our return. The weather has been te r r ib le  here, 
and X can wallow in the San Francisco fog.

With my love to a l l ,  in  which Mother jo in s, 

Affectionately ,

HUBERT D. STEPHENS 
DUNCAN U. FLETCHER, FLA. 
MORRIS SHEPPARD, TEX. 
ROYAL S. COPELAND, N. Y. 
ROBERT J. BULK LEY. OHIO 
JOSIAH WILLIAM BAILEY, N. C. 
HATTIE W . CARAWAY, ARK. 
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO. 
LOUIS MURPHY, IOWA 
JOHN H. OVERTON, LA.

, MISS., CHAIRMAN f  
CHARLES L. MC NARY, ^ G .  
HIRAM W . JOHNSON, CALIF. 
PORTER H. DALE, VT.
GERALD P. NYE, N. DAK. 
ARTHUR H.VANDENBERG, MICH 
ROSCOE C. PATTERSON, MO. 
WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., ME.
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IlICnitcb /Senate
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

GEORGE W . NEVILLE, CLERK

June 22, 1933.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Major Archibald M.Johnson,
Attorneys at law,
Mills Bldg.,
San Francisco, California 

My dear Boys:

I have my transportation for Monday next, 
and if nothing unforeseen arises, will leave here 
then. That takes us out of Chicago Tuesday night 
rather late on the Overland Limited, and we arrive 
as I understand it, in San Francisco rather early 
Friday morning. Of course, I am looking forward 
to our return. The weather has been terrible here 
and I can wallow in the San Francisco fog.

With my love to all, in which Mother joins,

Affectionately,
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dicated by a suitable 
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Hiram W . Johnson Papers 
Bancroft Library

KEY PITTMAN, 
JOSEPH T . ROBINSON, ARK. 
PAT HARRISON, MISS. 
WALTER F. GEORGE, GA. 
HUGO L . BLACK, ALA. 
ROBERT F. WAGNER, N.Y. 
TOM CQNNALLY, TEX.
J. HAMILTON LEWIS, ILL. 
NATHAN L . BACHMAN, TENN. 
ELBERT D. THOMAS, UTAH 
FREDERICK VAN NUYS, IND. 
F. RYAN DUFFY, W IS.
JAMES P. POPE, IDAHO

NEV., CHAIRM/
WILLIAM E. BOHrtrtJ IDAI 
HIRAM W . JOHNSON, CALIF. 
ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS.
DAVID A. REED, PA.
SIMEON D. FESS, OHIO 
ROBERT M. LA  FOLLETTE, JR., WIS. 
ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH. 
ARTHUR R. ROBINSON, IND.

HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.

EDWARD J. TRENWITH, CLERK

'TUtnileb r<Dicxie& ferrate
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

December 30, 1933.

Mr. Hiram W.Johnson, Jr., 
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco, California

My dear Jack:

It has been a terrible week. Just 
after Christmas, Mother got one of her dreadful colds, 
and she has been confined to the house since. To 
make matters worse, the day before yesterday, I caught 
it, and so, the two of us have been in bad shape. I 
think we*re getting better.

The committees here have been working 
on the allotments of Federal money. The various allot­
ments to California are before the President for signature 
now. Colonel Waite has advised me by note that they were 
unable to put Sausalito Harbor on the list. By the time, 
this reaches you, I presume the list will be published.
I donft know just what the trouble is, but I will find out, 
and advise you.

Mr. Pettit came here. I had a very pleas­
ant chat with him, arid on the fateful day when the matters 
were being considered, I sent him to the Interior Department 
with a letter to Colonel Waite. Something went wrong on his 
trip. Unfortunately I did not see him on his return, but 
he told Miss Connor even the letter that I had given him, 
the clerks there would not deliver to Waite, that he had 
been unable to accomplish anything, and did nothing on his 
trip to the Department. Had I seen him after his return,
I would have got in touch with the Department, and insisted 
that he be given an opportunity to be heard. I doubt very 
much if he could have changed the situation, although such 
explanation as he would have been able to make might have 
done so. The matter is not at an end, and we* 11 continue to 
pursue it*

I will write you again about your proposition.

Affectionately,


