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My dear Boys:

We are very hard at it  back here now, long sessions, threat

ened night sessions, and important measures with vast d e ta il.

My le tte rs  in the near future, therefore, may be rather skimpy, 

but at any ra te , on Saturday I w i l l  w rite you something, i f  only 

a word of greeting.

Two contests are proceeding here. The Tax B i l l ,  a tribute  

to b ig  business, is  before the Senate, and contemporaneously with 

i t ,  the German Treaty. The position  I have taken upon the German 

Treaty you w i l l  have observed from the press, doubtless, from a 

very b r ie f  statement I gave out which was published last

Saturday. The passing of the days confirms me in th is  attitude.

It  is  s t i l l  a matter of regret that I  am in opposition to Borah 

and to Reed, but I  could not see the matter as they did. Of 

course, I am subjected to some critic ism  from extremists in  the 

old  League o f Nations f ig h t , and the very b it te r  abuse of the Los 

Angeles Times again, because I am advocating an Administration  

measure. The Times has very roundly abused me since the 4th of 

March because I have not advocated Administration measures, and
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now because I do, they abuse me even more fie rce ly * Of course, 

they take the position  that I have been whipped into lin e , and 

am crawling at the feet of the old standpatters begging to be 

admitted to their ranks, etc. The attitude of the Times reminds 

me of what I said in  the early  days of my Governorship -  these 

old standpatters w i l l  beg of you a favor, and i f  you do i t ,  they 

w il l  use i t  to your undoing. According to the Times, I was a 

scoundrel fo r opposing Administration measures. And now, I am 

a worse scoundrel fo r advocating an Administration po licy . They 

cannot conceive that the fact that i t  is  an Administration policy  

is  a matter of utter indifference to me. I take my stand upon 

a po licy  when I believe i t  to be righ t, and against it  when I be

lieve  it  to be wrong. And I don’ t care a t in k e r’ s most profane 

word whether the po licy  comes from one source or another or 

whether i t  is  favored by the Administration or opposed by the 

Admini s t rat ion.

While Borah says nothing, he looks lik e  a sullen child  griev 

ing over a supposed wrong. I have such a perfect in tu ition  of men 

of th is sort that I do not doubt where ultim ately this honest d i f 

ference of opinion w i l l  lead us. Our minds, however, upon gov

ernmental matters run ord inarily  along the same lin es, and this 

fact w i l l  generally  keep us together on most p o lic ie s . There 

is  not the interest in  the German Treaty that some people here be

lieved there would be. Indeed, I don’ t think our people pay much 

attention to it ,  and I think they care l i t t l e  about i t .  The Amer

ican people forget quickly. A subject cannot engross them long.



It  may be the Arbuckle case today that excites them to hysteria , 

but tomorrow a world series w i l l  re legate the Arbuckle case to 

the background, from which it  naver can wholly emerge.In speak

ing  of the Arbuckle case, I had a wire from Theodore the other 

day suggesting my employ®©nt in San Francisco on a case which had 

angrossed San Francisco and the United States during the past few 

weeks, and naively saying that he had been unable to accept the 

employment. I  wired him it  was impossible for me to consider i t .  

Arbuckle is  paying the penalty, f i r s t ,  for being a beast, but 

secondly, and in re a lity , f o r ’being found out. Clarence Darrow 

ca lled  on me the other day and to ld  me he had written a book on 

"Criminology". I  asked him along what lin es . He explained h is  

endeavor to demonstrate what orime re a lly  was, the pathology of 

i t ,  and the u tter fu t i l i t y  of modern means of dealing with i t .

I  asked him i f  he had devoted a chapter to the greatest of a l l  

crimes, and in a puzzled fashion, he made an extended explanation  

that crime by defin ition  did not interest him, e tc .,  and then 

I to ld  him that the greatest of crimes was being found out. He 

laughed and said he thought he would add an extra chapter to the 

work. I wish it  were possib le  to punish in te llectu a l crookedness.

I think in many instances it  is  much more reprehensible than 

picking a pocket of a watch, or stea ling  somebody’ s money. I f  

there could be such a thing as punishment of in te llectua l dishon- 

esty , our representative bodies would be depleted, and there would

be mighty few men in public l i f e .  And perhaps I  ought not to  con- •
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fin e  the prevalence of th is  crime to public l i f e .  I can 't con

ceive of anything worse than *R the business world where the 

offenses committed are not only in te lle c tu a l, but actual and 

m aterial. In the taxing system now in vogue, we create a body 

of men who grow rich  upon teaching our people how to avoid paying 

th e ir just due to their country. Really , we have put a premium 

upon dishonesty. The B i l l  ought to  be designated "An Act for  

the R elie f of the Jews* fo r generally speaking, thd Jews cheat 

at i t ,  and the very few honest men there are have to pay to make 

up the d e f ic it .  But frankly, the subject is  so comprehensive, 

and taxation is  so d i f f ic u lt ,  that I  can not see my way c lea r, 

and apparently, nobody else can, to remedy existing e v ils . My 

mind is  turning toward the Sales Tax of la te , and yet from the 

old story o f economics, th is  is  the most indefensible plan which 

could be suggested. One thing I am certain , that the Tax B i l l  

before us has been written with a single purpose of m itigating  

the woes of the very rich , and of making dp from the middle c lass  

what is  lo st from le tt in g  the very rich  escape taxation. The 

substitute plans, however, are written by men who have the same 

design in mind. I  am therefore very much in a quandary over the

situation .

My prediction of two weeka ago that the Ita lian  hutler would 

la s t forty -e igh t hours was wrong. He lasted  le ss  than twenty-four . 

Since then we have had Cora, the colored maid, back with us, merely 

as a temporary expedient. Mother has been searching fo r another
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bu tle r. She had a Frenchman, but he evidently u t i liz e d  her o ffe r  

to increase h is wages in h is present place* The chances are, 

in my opinion, that we111 get no butler u n til a fte r  the celebrated  

Disarmament Conference adjourns* Washington, the City of Flunkies, 

and the Home of the World P ro fitee r, is  preparing again to fleece  

a l l  comers. Rents have gone skyward, domestic service likew ise , 

and everybody, who is  a permanent resident in th is City, is ,  with 

a fine enthusiasm getting ready to despoil the stranger, who in  

great numbers is  expected at the November conference*

The Transit Commission in New York City yesterday with a great 

flou rish  of trumpets published it s  plan fo r the solution of the 

transportation problem* It  is  a very long, f u l l ,  involved, and 

comprehensive scheme. I have had numerous telephone c a lls  from 

the Corporation Counsel, and I have been w riting him trying to 

comment in general terms upon i t .  It  requires, however, an in

tensive study, and the very study of i t ,  w i l l  take up an immense 

part of my time. Of course, it  is  thrown into thelocal campaign 

in flew York at the psychological moment in order to take from Hylan 

h is issue, and in the hope that it  w i l l  elect Curran. Since the 

nomination of Curran, the Coalition candidate, the Republicans ani 

C oa lit io n is ts , apparently, have renewed confidence, and some of 

them have to ld  me that they thought Curran would be elected. I t * s  

a tremendous figh t , and it  is  a very unfortunate thing that in the 

midst of it  comes th is important report fo r the purpose o f in

fluencing the resu lt.
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I  re a lly  fe e l l i t t l e  inclined to hard work. I have had 

brought home to me, perhaps, for the f i r s t  time ( although I 

may have talked of it  much in the past ) a thorough rea liza tion  

of my physical condition, and I am endeavoring to do what l i t t l e  

I can to benefit i t .  I  am quite regu lar in the slight exercise  

I  take now, and have never been so rigorous in a d ie t. I am 

hoping that i f  I continue the present care I w il l  renew my youth 

and get r id  of the in fernal lassitude which a f f l i c t s  me. I  lik e  

to solace myself with the idea that it  is  merely approaching o ld  

age. And I hesitate even to say what I have, for fear of the re

joinder which is  so obvious. Your Mother fee ls  none too w ell e i 

ther, and it  is  th is that makes me seriously contemplate again re

tirement and peacefu lly  resid ing in C alifo rn ia . I  think probably  

your Mother would favor th is , too, i f  we should strike o i j j  but 

the la test advices are that wells in the immediate v ic in ity  of the 

land your Mother has in southern C a lifo rn ia  are worthless, although 

one, three miles south, has developed into a b ig  paying venture.

Victor a fte r two or three days* sickness recovered. The doctor 

diagnosed his illn e ss  as distemper, but he recovered so quickly that 

we doubt th is . Old Spartan has developed with the passing few 

months. He has, apparently, the influence over V ictor that an older 

brother has with a younger. Your Mother in s is ts  that he takes 

Victor v is it in g  with him. On several occasions Victor has been gone 

with Spartan for several hours at a time. This morning they both 

le f t  about eight o*clofek, and when I le f t  at nine, they had not

returned. I hate to chain Victor up, but I think i t  w i l l  be nec-
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essary i f  he continues wandering*

Autumn is  with us, perhaps the most beautifu l part of the 

year here* It  is  very pleasant during the day,with juist a b it  

of coolness at night* The old home is  s t i l l  d e ligh tfu l, a l

though it s  pleasures are minimized by the fact that a house with

out a butler is  re a lly  not in running order* In the odd moments 

we have, your Mother and I play pinochle. Don*t you think th is  

is  strange? We both enjoy it  very much*

With a l l  my love,
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My dear Boys:

This morning I am in receipt of the follow ing telegram:

"Senator Hiram It. Johnson

Senate Office Bldg., Washington, D. C.

"While giving dinner la s t  Thursday night to about twenty 
friends at Bergez Pranks our private dining room invaded 
by police and prohibition  agents without le g a l authority.
My guests insulted and threats of arrest made to me a fte r  
grabbing me by the shoulder and shaking me. Only a fte r  
protest against such acts made by our friend  Bay Benjamin 
were we relieved  of th is  embarrassment and most d istressin g  
situation . Since then a vicious attack has been made in  
newspapers on Benjamin because of his action. Am w riting  
you f u l l  deta il of event and as attack on Benjamin is  being 
sent to Attorney General and others in Washington I ask 
your most vigorous action in ju stify in g  him in what he 
did fo r me and my w ife . I protest to you against such 
humiliation and insult to my family and friends offered  
while in a private dining room in this c ity  and committing 
no offense. I request your interest to see that such things 
cannot again occur to other equally respectable c itizen s.

"San Prancisco, C a lif .  Oct. 2.

Adolph B. Spreckels"
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Of course, I don*t know anything about the matter except

newspaper attack has been made on Benjamin. I presume when the

But thinking that perhaps i t  may develop, I was anxious to get 

what information might have come to you aside from the press re

ports. I f  you are fam ilia r at a l l  with the incident, would you 

write me, p lease, at once.

I have an opportunity to go to the world series th is week. 

Perhaps Mother and I w i l l  go to New York Thursday night.

I wouldn*t go fo r the se ries  but the acute situation  in the 

traction  matter probably w i l l  make it. necessary for me to spend 

a day or two with the Corporation Counsel.

With love,.

the telegram. According to what Adolph Spreckels says some

papers come, therefore, I w i l l  learn just what the situation  is .

A ffectionate ly ,
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RECEIVED AT

1921 OCT 6 PM I 2A1 2 D  A 6 7  B L U E

ST W A S H I N G T O N  DC 1 0 2 9 A  6

h i r a m  w j o h n s o n  j r

O / f  A T T Y  AT LAW M I L L S  B L D G  S A N F R A N C I S C O  C A L I F

S P R E C K E L S  W I R E D  m e  T U E S D A Y  S E NT  YOU COPY H A V E  W I R E  N E Y L A N  T O D A Y  

T HA T E X N [ C I 0 $  MCCORMACK HONEST M I T C H E L L  B E N J A M I N  AND O T H E R S  IN 

WI T H B O O T L E G G E R S  ST OP N E Y L A N  WAS FO R MCCORMACK ST OP H I S  S T A T E M E N T  

DOES. NOT AGREE W I T H  MY OT HER I N F O R M A T I O N  S T O P  OF COURSE W I L L  T A K E  

NO A C T I O N  BUT A W A I T  F U L L  F A C T S  ST OP J U S T  R E A D  D A I L Y  NEWS A R T I C L E  ST OP  

AM S M I L I N G  ST OP L E A V I N G  FOR NEWYORK S T O P  AT R I T Z  F R I D A Y  S A T U R D A Y

SUNDAY

H I R A M  W J OHNSON

M v a a r t A I T
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco.

My dear Boys:

We returned last night from New York. I find  a plethora  

of newspaper c lippings about the Poodle Dog story, and a very 

b r ie f  le t te r  from Neylan, which does not add to the c lipp ings, 

nor give any further information. I am not very seriously  

concerned over the matter. The incident simply confirms what 

we a l l  know, that proh ib ition , a fte r  a l l ,  means prohibition  for 

the poor, while the rich  may do as they please. Of course, the 

part of the incident that I don’ t lik e  is  that anybody whom 

I  may be supposed to be even in part responsible for should ad

minister the law unequally and un justly . I  wrote you at the 

time of the appointments of Exnicious and M itchell, however, and 

to ld  you how they were put over, and that I did not fe e l in a 

position  to object, and probably would have accepted both* They 

were named, however, by a piece of sharp practice upon the part 

of Shortridge, acting, undoubtedly, with Benjamin and possib ly  

McCabe, aided and abetted by the scoundrel, B la ir , who is  the 

Internal Revenue Collector, and who was only too glad to put over 

something fo r Shortridge*s vote without my recommendation. I do 

hope, however, that M itchell is  able to clear h is  sk irts  and
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that he w i l l  not permit a fe llow  lik e  Benjamin to get him into 

trouble.

I saw one game of the world series in New York. The day 

was perfect, the crowd interesting, and the coloring d e ligh tfu l  

The game from a sc ien tific  baseball standpoint was not a good 

one, but I enjoyed the afternoon immensely. Had it  not been fo r  

the vote today upon the Panama Canal T o lls  B i l l  I would have 

stayed over fo r yesterday’ s game, but I thought I should return  

fo r  th is vote. I w i l l  have to defer u n til next Saturday my reg

u la r weekly le t te r . I am sending you th is  note immediately upon 

my return, because of the wires received e a r lie r  in the week 

concerning the Poodle Dog incident.

With love,

A ffectionate ly ,
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October 11, 1921.

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco.

My dear Arch:

We sent you night le t te r  tonight concerning the most recent 

developments in the matter with Dick. Last Monday my conversa

tion  with Undersecretary of State Fletcher occurred. Immediate

ly  a fte r  it s  occurrence I made a memorandum of i t .  Enclosed here

in  is  the memorandum. We did not at once wire you beoause Mother 

had written you from New York of a previous chat, and we wanted you 

to have her le t te r  before the telegram of today. I  don*t know 

what Fletcher re ferred  to in h is conversation Monday. I have had 

something of a frigh t that it  might be some rotten South American 

country, but we wont accept anything that is  not equal to or better  

than the Greece appointment.

A ffectionately ,



Washington, October 10, 1921.

Just before 10:30 A.M. on th is day, Monday, October 10, 

1921, Undersecretary of State Fletcher wrung me up, and the 

follow ing conversation occurred:

He asked i f  our friend  Dick Tobin had had any business 

experience. I responded, that he had the very highest and 

fu l le s t ,  that he was president of the largest savings in st i

tution in the State of C a lifo rn ia  now, and the executive head 

too. He said , "That is  fin e . Does he speak Spanish?n 

I rep lied , " I  don’ t know. I know he is  a l in g u is t .” He said , 

”1 know he speaks French, but I wanted to know i f  he spoke 

Spanish. I  am asking you these questions because we may be 

able to o ffe r  him something b e tte r .” I said I would be de

lighted  at that, but we’ l l  be sa t is fie d  with Greece. His 

answer was, nI think there w ill  be no d if f ic u lty  about Greece, 

but I am going to see the President within a day or two, and 

there may be something better that we can o ffe r to him”.

I thanked him again, and the conversation ended.
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C 6 9 D A  8 2  NL

lootm m OCT 12 m I o  I y

ST WASHINGTON DC • 1* 1 

MAJOR A R C H IB A L D  M JOHNSOM*

ATTORNEY AT LAW M I L L S  B: DG S A N F R A N C IE C Q  C A L I F  

CRAMER HAS POL I T I  ON VETERANS BUREAU S A N F R A N C IS C O  FOR ATTORNEY

S A L A R Y  ABOUT T H R E i  THOUSAND A YEAR HAVE W IRED J A C K  I WOULD BE GLAD 
I F  SOME YOUNG D E S E R V IN G  ATTORNEY OF OUR SORT COULD BE RECOMMENDED

STOP MONDAY HAD TE LE P H O N E  FROM HEADQUARTERS A S K I N G  I F  D I C K  HAD HAD

BUS I NET E X P E R IE N C E  AND WHETHER HE SPOKE. S P A N IS H  R E P L I E D  F U L L Y  ABOUT 

B U S IN E S S  BUT D I D  NOT KNOW OF OTHER STOP HEADQUARTERS. E X P L A I N E D  

Q U E S T IO N S  ASKED BECAUSE S O M E T H IN G  B E T TE R  -M IGHT BE OFFERED PONT KNOW

w h a t  w a s ;
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C 6 9 D A  S H E E T  T / l

r e f e r r e d  t o  b u t  a d v i s e  y o u  o f  a c t s

H IR A M  W J O H N S O N 1*
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WESTE
TEL

O M B  C A R L T O N ,  PRESIDENT

UNIOK
AM

R EC EIV ED  AT • w W  ■ JlL D ttK i
**TTHI 4311 4J*
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S T  WA S H I N G T ON DC i - 2 Q p  Xp

J  0  HN SON J  F
? i . ; 23

A T T O R N E Y  -A T • i At41 h i 1 M  O n |L A  vv ivi i L L o  d  L l*T p  ^  A it J C fTr A ,V i I (J' ̂ 1 /\ O A 1 I,u u  o A N r n A I M L .  1 5>CU L/ A L. 1

G H T  W H I L E  [% I jvj 1 M f *  
J 1 F1 1 i Aid W I T H  H 1M P R E S I D E N T A n y  i c r n  - m f  h f  w  a  <5 an VJ V 1 O U  IVI L  i lL  i ln  O n

I N T  A L F R E D HO LM A N A S  A Q A L I F O R N 1 AN r  A y  11 1 A D *  t t f  1 T  U lA'C* C T C D  r  A fvi I L  1 A K W  1 I n W L  o 1 t  H

S UPON T H E A D V  1 SO R Y  COM M 1 T T E E  TO  ' T H IE D E L E G A T E S  TO  T H E  D

N C E  HE D E S I R E D  SO m e  o n e *1W, H O 1 1 S NO T . P R E J  U D I  C E D  W H O '  WAS A

A l l *  o  i n r  c  cn  L L  O  1 J  L  O  v 5 P  T H E J A P A N E SE Q U E S T I O N A  Ki rV • l I M U n  P A  III n  C'VAA D ‘A  T  AIMU W HU v v  U L U  o  T IVI t A  1
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HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF., CHAIRMAN.
GEORGE W. NORRIS. NEBR. ELLI80N D. SMITH, 8. C.
FRANK B. BRANDEGEE, CONN. AUGUSTUS O. STANLEY, KY. 
RICHARD P. ERNST. KY. EDWIN 8. BROUSSARD, LA

R. A. BURR, CLERK.

T&tm ied  4£>ercctie,
COMMITTEE ON PATENTS.

October 19, 1921.

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Mr, Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco.

My dear Boys:

This note is  merely to explain to you why I have missed 

my usual le t te r  to you, and to t e l l  you that th is  week I w il l  

resume my usual chronicle.

Knox's death occupied us la s t  week. Friday I attended the 

services here, and Saturday went with the Committee to Valley  

Forge. I le f t  very early  in the morning and did not return 

u n til late  at night. The death was pecu liarly  shocking to your 

Mother and myself. TWhile Knox and I disagreed on everything po

l i t i c a l ly ,  there was, perhaps, a greater personal intimacy be

tween us than between any two members upon the f lo o r . I  w i l l  

write th is week of my la s t  conversation with him.

A ffectionately ,
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GEORGE W. NORRI8, NEBR. 
FRANK B. BRANDEQEE. CONN. 
RICHARD P. ERNST, KYi

ELLI80N D. SMITH, 8. 0. 
AUQU8TU8 O. STANLEY, KY. 
EDWIN 8. BROUSSARD, LA

R. A. BURR. CLERK.

H itx iiie b  J & i S e n a t e ,
COMMITTEE ON PATENTS.

October 20, 1921

Mr.. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco.

My dear Boys:

Merely that you may be kept advised, I enclose you copy

of le t te r  yesterday sent by me to President Harding concerning 

his contemplated appointment of A lfred  Holman. In private con

versation with the President, when he divulged to me that he was 

l ik e ly  to appoint Holman on the Advisory Committee of the Con

ference on the Limitation of Armaments, I was extremely b itte r ,  

and to ld  him that Holman was a l i t t l e  brother of the rich , that 

he represented nothing except asxthe flunkey of p r iv ile g e , etc. 

My le tte r  to him named but a few people, in order to give him 

an "out" in case he desired to take one. 1£y opinion is , that 

he probably w i l l  se lect Holman, because Holman is  o f-h is  type, 

and belongs to h is c lique. I did not wish, however, the se

lection  to be made without recording myself as against i t .

A ffectionately
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Hon* Warren G. Harding,
White House«

Bear Mr* Presidents

When 1 was with you the other night, you spoke to me of 
A lfred  Holman, Editor and Proprietor of the San i ranoisoo 
argonaut, end the p o ss ib ility  of his selection  as one of the 
Advisory Council fo r the Limitation of Armaments Conference 
next month* What I said to you then, upon re fle c t ion  I con- 
firm* Mr* Holman is .  In no sense, a representative Californ ian , 
and would he probably one of the la s t  men selected by C a lifo rn i
ans hr Westerners to present th e ir viewpoint* Hone would even 
thiinc oi c insulting him upon any public nuestlon* His advice, 
instead of being requested or accepted by Californ ians, would 
be suspected and rejected* 1 say to you in th is connection, 
in  order that you may discount, i f  you desire, what I w rite, 
that Mr* Holman hates me very b it te r ly  and 1 have fo r him the 
utmost contempt* His peculiar characteristics would make him 
singu larly  obnoxious to the rea l men and women of the West*

1 would not presume to write you in  th is fashion, nor make 
any suggestions at a l l  in reference to the matter, or even in  
reference to Holman, unless you had invited an expression from 
me*

I take the lib e rty  of suggesting to you the names of 
eert&in men, the selection of any one of whom would be wel
comed in C alifo rn ia , and in a l l  the West, and who could ju 
d ic ia l ly  present, in  statesmanlike fashion and with true 
vision , the world problems with which we o f the west are in 
intimate touch*

1* ex-3enator Prank P* fflint o f Los Angeles,* I do not 
need to say to you who 3©n tor iT in t is , nor t e l l  you anything 
about him* I am sure you have the seme high opinion of him 
that I have*

2* Charles Prank Stern, a native o f C a lifo rn ia , and at 
present a reViu ent oi the C liy  o f Los Angeles* Mr* btern was 
a member of the State Board of Mduc&tion, from that became the 
head of the Highway Commission of C a lifo rn ia , and did a job in 
connection with the roade from border to border that has met 
with universal approval* Subsequently, he became the Hank Com
missioner of the State, and served with d istinction  in that o f
fic e *  Thereafter, he resigned, and is  now Vice-president of 
the Los Angeles Trust and Savings Bank, the largest bank in 
Southern C alifo rn ia* He is  a graduate of the University of 
C alifo rn ia , and a man o f culture and education* He is  fu lly
qu a lified  in every respect. I think the Bank with which he la  
now connected is  presided over by Mr* Henry M* Bobinson, the 
right-hand man of Mr* Hoover in .Southern C aliforn ia*
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3* Judge W« W* Morrow# 3fou probably know the kludge*
He ie one of tke oldest oi oar Federal kludge®, ie s t i l l  a 
member of the Federal Judiciary, where he has won the regard  
and respect of a l l  c lasses* In the 80*s he served in Con- 
greea* Ho man knows better i&r-Bastern questions, and none 
has a wider view*

4* Judge Matthew 1* Bulllvan# Judge 3uiliven ie a 
native of C a lifo rn ia , ex-dh ief Justies of the Supreme Court, 
and a p ractising  attorney in  **an Francisco now, who hae the 
respect of everybody* He has a fine a b i l it y ,  rare oourage, 
and a thorough knowledge o f the problems of the Pacific *

Frank B* ^evlin* Mr# Itevlin is  at present a prac
t is in g  attorney In  the Sity of 3»n i rancisco, was formerly 
a Judge upon the Superior Bench, and thereafter, a member of 
the Bailroad Commission of C aliforn ia* He began his 
career from C alifo rn ia  in the 0* 3# Havy* He is  thoroughly 
fam ilia r with public questions and is  a gentleman o f the 
highest standing*

6* Joseph I.Knofeland* Mr* Knowland is  the Proprie
tor of the Oakland Tribune, one of the la rgest newspapers in  
Californ ia* He served several terms in Congress, and in 1916 
was defeated by Mr* Phelan in a three-cornered figh t fo r  the 
United States Senate* He ie one of the old lin e  Bepublioana 
of our State, a gentleman of a b i l it y  and high standing, Judic
ia l  in temperament, and a student of publio a ffa ir s *

There are many others whose names 1 might present to you* 
The few X do suggest are among the outstanding figures in  
C aliforn ia  and the West*

W ill you pardon, p lease, th is le tter?  I send i t  fo r  the 
reason 1 have suggested, and also  because I thought i t  my duty 
to do so* Of course, I do not need to say command me i f ,  
under any circumstances, I can be of service*

I lth  very great respect, I am
Most sincerely yours,
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HIRAM W. JOHNSON. CAL IP. i CHAIRMAN.
OEORQE W. NORRIS. NEBR. ELLISON D. SMITH. S. 0.
FRANK B. BRANDEQEE. CONN. AUQUSTUS O. 8TANLEY, KY. 
RICHARD P. ERNST. KY. EDWIN S. BROUSSARD, LA

R. A. BURR. CLERK.

TllCmicb s t a l e s  S e n a t e ,
COMMITTEE ON PATENTS.

October 21, 1921,

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco,

My dear Boys:

I received th is week a le tte r  from each of you, which, 

of course, Mother and I have greedily  devoured.

Last week we were inexpressibly shocked by the sudden 

death of Knox. The Moores were dining with us that night, 

when Martin, Knox*s secretary, rung me up, and to ld  me that 

I was the f i r s t  he had advised. Friday, of course, I attend

ed the services here, and Saturday, journeyed to Valley Forge 

fo r the last r it e s . There was a peculiar intimacy between 

Knox and myself that had it s  very singular, but generally de

lig h t fu l phases. He was the representative of that which I 

abhorred, and p o lit ic a l ly ,  of course, we never could agree.

He was the one man, however, with whom I was in p o lit ic a l d is

agreement here, between whom and myself there was never resent

ment nor estrangement. He was fond of saying to your Mother 

that he was with me in everything except p o lit ic s ,  and we often  

jok ingly said that our votes o ffset each other. Knox was the 

one intimate personal t ie  I had with the Senate. With no other

member have I been on such terms of intimate personal re lation s.
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I think there was a pecu liar bond between us, some strange 

hidden ohord, which the personality of each struck in the other.

For a long time, the Senate w il l  not be the same to me as it  has 

been. We used to s it together, and indulge in our l i t t l e  in t i 

mate conversations and rather caustic critic ism  of our fe llow s, 

and our unsparing rid icu le  of their p ecu lia r it ie s . It * s  a dan

gerous thing to indulge in the rid icu le  of those with whom we*re 

brought in daily  contact, but each of us,repressing his natural 

desire when with others, gave f u l l  vent to it  when by ourselves. 

Knox had a singu larly  charming personality. He was always very 

d ign ified , sometimes even to the point of absurdity; but his

l i f e  had been so f u l l ,  he had seen so much of ind ividuals, h is
so

mind, natu rally  very keen, had been^sharpened by constant contact, 

that when he cared to, he could be not only entertaining but even 

quite fascinating. Between us, there was, I think, a rea l friend

ship. He had, too, an a ffection  even greater fo r your Mother.

His secretary to ld  me yesterday that whenever he was depressed or 

wretched, he wanted to come to our house, and pa rticu la r ly , he 

wanted to ta lk  to Mother. She never forgot a birthday of his while 

we were here, and such l i t t l e  attentions appealed to him greatly . 

There were in Knox certain  elements of greatness, but they were 

dulled by indifference and indolence. He rose just as high as that 

indifference and indolence permitted. I miss him very much. While 

h is death was a shock to the Senate, I think the only ones whose

affections were touched, and who re a lly  grieved, were your Mother
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and myself. He died suddenly at 6:30 P.M. By 10 o 'c lock ,
(
Senators were snarling over h is committee assigments, and 

his rooms here in the Capitol bu ild ing. Next morning h is  

death occupied the f i r s t  column of the Washington Post, but 

the next two columns were devoted to speculation concerning 

his successor. I don*t need to indulge in any re flection s  

or any morbid philosophy over those things. Your minds, so 

lik e  mine, w i l l  grasp their f u l l  sign ificance, and yet fo r

get it  immediately in the daily  struggle fo r existence.

Knox leaves a widow, three sons, and a daughter. Mrs. Knox,

I have always f e l t ,  . never developed fu lly  mentally. Per

haps her a f f l ic t io n , almost to ta l deafness, has accentuated 

th is apparent condition. His sons are u tterly  worthless and 

useless. They were a source of in fin ite  t r i a l  to him, and 

what made it  worse, was that when he attempted to d isc ip line  

them at a l l ,  the Mother was always conspiring with them.

I knew some of these d eta ils  from what he said when some ..par
t ic u la r ly  atrocious act of theirs angered him 

A although he was always reticent about his own a f fa i r s .  He

endeavored to be generous to his fam ily, and yet was thought 

by them to be niggardly. He has t ied  up his estate so they 

can only use it s  income. He returned from Europe Monday 

night. Tuesday afternoon I spent with him and chatted with^ 

him at greath length. He had two very b it te r  disappointments, 

and although he seldom mentioned them, knowing him as in t i

mately as I did, I fu l ly  understood. He had expected Harding
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to make him Secretary o f State. He re a lly  wished i t .  Harding 

seized upon an unguarded remark of Knox emanating from that 

vanity that is  peculiar to a l l  of us, that he did not care for  

any position , and gave as an excuse for declining to appoint 

Knox, that Knox did not want the job. Knox had got over that 

disappointment when the Disarmament Conference came along. He 

believed he was singu larly  f it te d  to deal with such a situation , 

and that he was a match in diplomacy, even fo r the astute minds 

of Europe. He told  me Harding promised to make him a member of 

the Conference. He hated Root and had the utmost contempt fo r  

Lodge. When Root and Lodge were selected, he f e l t  that not on

ly  had he been overlooked, but that Harding had taken those inf er

io r  to him, and in that fashion,had not only refused him what he 

wished, but depreciated him in the eyes of h is countrymen. His 

L tr ip  to Europe, undoubtedly, was taken that he might forget the 

s ligh t he f e lt  had been put upon him, and that he might not be 

where h is disappointments should ever become known. He was so dig

n ifie d  and' so very proud that he would have died before permitting  

the public generally to know that he ever f e l t  disappointed, and 

that any one had been preferred  to him. In our last conversation, 

he re ferred  just incidentally  to the appointments, but he to ld  me 

one thing that very greatly  interested me. While in England, he 

had learned through Harvey and others the attitude of Lloyd George 

towards our members of the Conference. George smiled at and pooh- 

poohed the appointment of Underwood, saying he did not knpw anything
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about the subject of international a f fa i r s  generally,and would 

be a mere cipher. He was cynical about Lodge, believed him to 

be a very old man, narrow, prejudiced, wholly partisan , without 

in it ia t iv e , and who need not be reckoned with at a l l  in the Con

ference, He was enthusiastic about Root, con fiden tia lly  saying 

it  was lik e  Great B rita in  having another member on the Conference, 

and fe lt  that Root would be the dependence of Great B rita in  in 

case of d ifference or disagreement. Strange to re late , he was 

suspicious and d istru stfu l of Hughes, and while not actually  fea r

ing him, fe lt  that he was the sole obstacle among the American Del

egates to the success of what Great B rita in  desired, Friday night 

when dining with Harding, I  to ld  him something o f th is , and said  

i t  was the highest compliment that had been paid to the Secretary 

of State, Knox was a rea l "irreconcilab le  n. While I am very 

d istru stfu l of Republicans of "party regu larity " in what may trans

p ire  in our international re lation s, I thought Knox was the one 

man lik e ly  to fo llow  his expressed views. Of course, Brandegee and 

Moses say they w il l ,  and McCormick rants about what he w i l l  do, but 

I have no confidence in their standing up when the time comes,

I am so sorry Knox is  gone. With him a large part of the charm of 

the Senate, fo r the moment, is  gone too.

I wired you about A lfred  Holman because I was so much startled  

that Harding had him in mind for appointment as adviser to the 

Conference Commission, and yet when I think of i t ,  I ought to be

neither surprised nor startled . Holman is  simply h is sort. The

-5 -
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mention, however, was made by Harding so suddenly that I had 

not time for re flection  and I contented myself with an out

burst which while it  could not be misunderstood, at times ran 

to denunciatory b itterness, and I fear had l i t t l e  weight.

I described him to Harding as a l i t t l e  brother of the rich , 

a flunkey of ■ p r iv ile ge , . whose appointment to speak for  

C alifo rn ia  would be an insu lt to C alifo rn ia . Subsequently,as 

I advised you, I put my protest in w riting. At any rate, the 

record is  straight in th is regard, so fa r  as I am concerned.

Harding has shown a d isposition  to be kindly and considerate,- 

but just as I begin to soften, he w i l l  make some suggestion 

lik e  that of Holman that rouses a l l  my antagonism. You may not 

be aware that the Chamber of Commerce, and kindred commercial 

bodies made most b it te r  protests against McLaughlin. Not only 

did they obtain these protests from San Francisco, but from a l l  

over the St at e $ Against them was my insistence on h is appointment. 

He f in a lly  did as I desired, and he did it  in the teeth of the op

position  of a l l  of those he knows are his friends. The moving 

cause, I think, was his "regu la r ity ", but, nevertheless, he did i t ,  

and I am not inclined to look too c lose ly  into h is methods.

I made a speech on the Treaty thA other day, which, doubtless, 

you have noticed. I did it  in order to make p la in  that I was no 

less  irreconcilab le  than I had ever been, and to serve notice that 

i f  an endeavor were made to put over a League, or a Reparations

Commission, or a V e rsa ille s  Treaty in the future I would be figh ting
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ju st as I had fought in the past. The speech was h astily  dic

tated in the morning, and presented when the Senate convened at 

noon. It  took but fifte e n  minutes in delivery , and I had,the 

attention of the f u l l  Senate. It  did not greatly  appeal >to me 

as an e ffo r t , but, apparently, struck a responsive chord with 

a l l  of those individuals fo r whom I do not care. Of course, it  

^angered Borah, but he is  simply impossible. He is  playing a 

lone hand, and playing it  w ell. I am doing substantially  the 

same thing, but without h is means of pu b lic ity ; and because I .  

have been on the toboggan since la s t  June, while he has con

stantly increased in prestige  and influence, I am of l i t t l e  con

sequence now, and he is  of very great importance. I thought, 

however, when Harding had gone r igh t, it  was the part of decency 

to say so. He has gone right on the League and on the V e rsa ille s  

Treaty, thus fa r , and therefore, I said  so. I f  he goes wrong next 

month, or the succeeding months, as I suspect he w i l l ,  I think the 

fact that I stood with him when he was righ t, w i l l  assist when I am 

against him when he is  wrong.

We*re never going to get our house in order. Your Mother 

knows so much more about running a house properly than any of those 

other people I have seen, that she w i l l  not be content with but

le rs  that are satisfactory  to them. We -get a man out every few 

days only to send him away. Neither Joe nor Mother w i l l  admit that

Mori amounted to anything, yet while he and Joe were in command, is  

the only time since I have been in public l i f e  that the household



was running smoothly. We move along haphazardly from now on. 

This is  due in great degree to the fact that we are liv in g  in  

the country, but I have reached the conclusion it  is  due in 

greater degree to the fact that the men are incompetent, in

e ff ic ie n t , and that your Mother is  in fin ite ly  superior in 

maintaining things as they should be to those we come in con

tact with. I have been watching c r i t ic a l ly  the dinners we have 

attended, and the service in the houses where we have gone, no 

matter how rich , your Mother would not to lerate for an instant. 

We*ll wander along, therefore, in th is somewhat uncomfortable 

way. I have despaired of having a smoothly run domestic estab

lishment, and it  *s a matter of very deep regret to me. There 

are so many people coming here now that I would lik e , with or 

without notice, to carry out home,-but th is is  beyond me, and 

I w i l l  have to say farew e ll to things of that sort.

I d a ily  go over to the exercise room, taking the time,

whether the Senate needs my distinguished and valuable services

or not. It  has done me some good, and yet I can*t r id  myself 
a

of^vertigo, which I am glad to say has lessened, but which, 

nevertheless, is  s t i l l  with me. I f  I could get along without 

smoking, or drinking co ffee , or eating anything at a l l  fo r a 

few months, I am sure I would be very much better physically .

I am however keeping pretty stric t watch upon my meals now.

I presume everything w i l l  come out a l l  righ t. Mother fee ls  

none too good. I am anxious for us to get home for a l i t t l e
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while, but yet there w i l l  be the care of a household, which we 

can1t get in running order i f  we do come out. This world is  

ju st one damn thing a fte r  another.

On Friday night when we were dining with Harding, I had a

in th is le t te r  to you one of his statements, Wg were ta lk ing  

of the Japanese question, and I was expressing to him my Views 

that neither immigration, nor a lien  land laws such as ours could 

by any p o s s ib ility  be a matter fo r discussion at the Disarmament 

Conference. These I insisted  were purely domestic questions, 

and no Nation worthy of the name could submit the decision of 

it s  domestic questions to any number of other nations. He agreed 

with me thoroughly, and said there was no intention whatever that 

our Japanese problems should be brought* up at the Conference. In 

the course of his remarks then he said he was not apprehending 

so much d if f ic u lty  from Japan as from Great B rita in , although 

our re lations with Japan immediately a fte r  he became President 

had been extremely d i f f ic u lt .  During the time he had been in  

power he had been advised by Intelligence o ff ic e rs , and o ffic e rs  

in the Navy that war with Japan was imminent, and they had as

serted to him that we probably would have had war with Japan ere 

th is , but for the c a llin g  of the Disarmament Conference. I ex

pressed my u tter surprise at th is statement, but he re ite rated  i t .  

Unfortunately,wa were in the midst o f th is very matter when he was 

ca lled  out about 9:30 fo r an address, and we did not conclude upon 

the subject. I repeat, however, he stated p o s itiv e ly  that he had

very intimate ta lk  with the President, and I want to preserve
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been advised that Japan intended war, and that we would probably  

have had war, but for the ca llin g  of the Conference.

There is  nothing new at a l l  in the Tobin matter. The Pres

ident, and his private secretary, Christian, assure Mother when

ever they see her that th is is  to be done fo r her, laying empha-
1 * w-

s is  always upon her. They have spoken so often themselves volun

t a r i ly  about it  that I f in a l ly  have come to believe that i t .w i l l  

be done. I was skeptical fo r  a long time because I know with 

what ease pleasant l i t t l e  f la tte r in g  statements f a l l  from the 

l ip s  of the great, and how these statements may be exaggerated, 

but in th is instance, with the statements of the Assistant Sec

retary  of State, the P re s id en ts  secretary, and the President 

him self, I am constrained to believe there w ill  be no doubt 

about some decent appointment being offered.

Jimmie Williams of the Boston Transcript and Dr. Ferguson 

were at dinner with us the night before la s t . Ferguson is  here 

fo r the Conference to advise the Chinese Delegation. He to ld  

me that fo r the f i r s t  time in his career in China he had inter

fered vo luntarily  in a matter with which his duties did not con

cern him, and that was in the contract of the Federal Co. He 

presented a memorandum to the President of China before his de

parture giving his reasons for advising the execution of the sup

plemental contract, and fe lt  very much g ra t ifie d  to find  subse

quently that th is was done. I wonder how the Company is  getting  

on! It  was because of Hughes* action in regard to th is Company

- 10-
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and because of the firm stand he apparently took that I gave him 

the praise I did in the l i t t l e  speech I made on the German Treaty 

the other day.

Mother and I send you a l l  our love.

A ffectionately ,
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#

'SCuifeb 4£>ictie& J&cxtctic^
COMMITTEE ON PATENTS.

October 33, 1931

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Mr, Hiram W. Johnson, J r , ,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco,

My dear Boys:

Herein is  copy of le t te r  received from the President in 

answer to my protest against Holman. Because of the receipt 

of th is , I wired you as I did today. I presume it  removes 

the p o s s ib ility  of th is scrub Holman being selected to repre

sent C alifo rn ia ,

A ff ect ionat ely

/



COPY

The White House

Washington

October 20, 1921

My dear Senator Johnson:

Thank you so much fo r your le t te r  o f October 

nineteenth.

A fter you spoke as you did concerning A lfred  

Holman, I  never gave him another thought in connection 

with the Advisory delegation to the Conference on 

lim itation  of Armaments. I think you know I would not 

appoint any man who is  personally objectionable to you. 

Before the selections are made for the West I  shall 

probably get in touch with you personally fo r some more 

intimate advice than that which is  contained in your 

le t te r .  I am glad to have you make manifest your friend ly  

interest*

Very sincerely,

(signed) Warren G. Harding

Hqn. Hiram W. Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.
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C U S S  OF SERVICE SYMBOL CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL
Telegram WES s EmSNL UNION Telegram
Day Letter Blue Day Letter Blue
N ight Message Nite Ŵ JTlTTTim'ni Night Message Nite
N ight Letter N L Night Letter N L

If  none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words) this is a telegram. Other* 
wise i ts character is indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the checks

t e l T O i a m  [\
N E W C O M B  C A R L T O N ,  p r e s id e n t  G E O R G E  W .  E . A T K IN S ,  F IR S T  V IC E -P R E S ID E N T  \

If  none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words) this is a telegram. Other* 
wise its character is indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check.

R E C E IV E D  AT

C217DA 17 CQVT
8T WASHINGTON DC 110P 22  

HIRAM W JOHNSON JR

£  2 &  ATTV AT t*A# W ILLS B U ILD IN G  8ANFRANCI SCO C A L IF
PLEASE KEEP HOLLMAN MATTER ENTIRELY C O N FID EN TIA L AM ADVISED T H IS '
a . !  «a» - - a m  • 4f ■,, »  *

MORNING NO FUTHER DANGER BECAUSE OF;MY PROTEST 

‘ * ’ HIRAM W JOHNSON."
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HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF., CHAIRMAN.
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RAYMOND A. BURR, CLERK,

minilcb J£)l<xle& s & e u a ie ,

COMMITTEE ON PATENTS.

O c to b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 2 1 .

M r .  H ira m  W. J o h n s o n ,  J r .  ,
A t t o r n e y  a t  la w ,
M i l l s  B u i l d i n g ,
S an F r a n c is c o .

My d e a r  J a c k :

I  c u t  o u t  o f  t h e  New Y o rk  W o r ld  o f  y e s t e r d a y  th e  

e n c lo s e d  a r t i c l e .  I  p re s u m e  i t  w as p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  

p a p e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  y o u  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i t ,  b u t  in a s m u c h  a s  

i t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  F e d e r a l  Com pany a n d  t h e  s ta n d  o f  J a p a n  

a g a in s t  y o u ,  I  w a n te d  y o u  t o  see  i t .  I  was v e r y  m uch i n 

t e r e s t e d  i n  y o u r * l e t t e r .  I  w i l l  k e e p  i t  b y  me i n  c a s e  a n y 

t h i n g  a r i s e s .  L e t  me s u g g e s t  t o  y o u , t h a t  S c h w e r in , in  h i s  

na m e , w r i t e  S e n a to r  S h o r t r id g e  s u c h  a  l e t t e r ,  o r  w r i t e  S h o r t -  

r id g e  c o n c e r n in g  th e  F e d e r a l  C om pany, a n d  a s k  h im  t o  be  v i g i 

l a n t  f o r  th e  C om pany.

Y ou may be  i n  some d a n g e r  a t  n e x t  m o n th * s  C o n fe r e n c e .  

God a n d  th e  B r i t i s h  o n l y  kn o w  w h a t i s  g o in g  t o  be ta k e n  u p  

t h e r e .

A f f e c t i o n a t e l y ,



JAPAN STILL TO FIGHT 
U. S. RADIO IN CHINA

F e d e ra l C o m p a n y ’s  S ta t io n  R e 
g a rd e d  as In f r in g e m e n t  o f  

Ja pan ese  C o n tra d .
TOKIO, Oct. 22 (Associated Press; 

—Japan will continue its opposition to 
the proposed establishment of radio 
stations %n China by the Federal Tele
graph Company, • an American con
cern, on the grounds that it would 
constitute an infringement of a pre
vious contract between China and the 
Mitsui Company, a Japanese concern 
according to the morning newspapers

sill

■

to-day. ' '
The Cabinet Council is said to have 

decided to adhere at the Arms Con
gress to its policy, which was an- ; 
nounced last year-at Washington dur
ing the Communications Conference.

In effect, this policy was that Japan, 
while not objecting to America's con
tention not to recognize special pr vi- 
leges pf any country over' the control 
of communications in China and the 

- mandated islands, would maintain the 
importaneeNjf respecting the Interests 
of established enterprises.

The Chhagi Shogyo Shimpo to-day 
says ft understands the above policy 
will be cabled to the Japanese dele-

fation to the Arms Congress as ad- 
ltional instructions,. The newspaper 

declares Japan is ready to recognize 
the: principle of non-monopolistic con
trol of the wireless and cable stations 
on the'Island of'Yap, and that this 

• principle should . We applied . to the 
whole district under mandatory rule. 
Tt alleges that the -Government de- 
airfes to support the establishment of 
the suggested joint Japanese-Ameri- 
lan cablepro ject, with a view to irri- 
proving commercial relations, and 
that the Japanese delegation to 
Washington.will work on this project.
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October 29, 1921.

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorneys at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco.

My dear Boys:

We’ ve had an interminable week of long sessions upon 

the Tax B i l l .  Nobody knows the subject thoroughly, and, appar

ently , there is  no individual in the Senate, or out, who can pro

vide an adequate scheme. We have run at haphazard, therefore, 

and w il l  continue during th is  day fussing over amendments, which, 

a fte r  a l l ,  are of l i t t l e  consequence. The whole scheme presented 

is  so rotten, so unjust, and discriminatory that I am looking with 

some sympathy upon any substitute.

During the week, and since a week ago yesterday, I ’ ve 

been almost hors de combat *with an attack of lumbago. It  has lamed 

my body, cripp led  my mind, and destroyed my usual p lacid  d isposition . 

I have regu larly  gone to my exercise room, however, have sat in the 

e lec trio  box with my head stuck out lik e  a man in the stocks, and 

then I  have had the masseur do his damhdest. Today, I  fe e l,  fo r the 

f i r s t  time, as i f  I were about to recover, and am looking forward  

next week to resuming my exercise. You both would be surprised to 

know how s t r ic t ly  I am fo llow ing the instructions of the physician  

in  d ie t, and with what regu la rity  I  endeavor to do the very l i t t l e

I can do to recover a physique and v it a l i t y  long ago negligently

dissipated.
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Last Monday, the successor of Knox was sworn in. His 

name is Crow. He is  one of Pennsylvania^ p o lit ic a l  vu ltures. 

Whatever Knox*s fau lts  were, there was a peculiar pride and dig

n ity  about him that held him aloof from the Penrose kind of p o li 

t ic s .  I resent one of the crooked crew in his p lace. But what 

impressed your Mother and myself was that a delegation of Pennsyl

vanians came here with their Crow, f i l l i n g  the g a lle r ie s , and vo

c ife rously  applauding when he was sworn in. It  was tru ly  the 

survival of " le  ro i est mort, vive le  ro i! " I  don't think there 

is  anybody here now who ever thinks of Knox, except your Mother 

and myself. Perhaps th is is  the necessary consequence of an 

ever changing body like  ours, and yet, the memory of one of his 

prominence ought to la st a couple of weeks. Somebody asked me 

the other day i f  I remembered the message sent to me by Penrose 

during the last campaign, and I reca lled  it  very v iv id ly . On one 

occasion, Penrose sent for McSween and to ld  him that he wished a 

message conveyed to me. He said "T e ll Johnson, Knox and Johnson 

would be a very good ticket, and Knox is  not a w e ll man." Our 

trib e  is  so pecu lia rly  constituted that I don't think there would 

be very much charm in being made President by death.

The President has just made a spectacular tr ip  through 

the South. His speech upon the negro question has aroused con

siderable inter est, although there has been pu b lic ly  no great amount 

of frank comment. He did, I  think, a rather bold thing, in d is -

oussing the subject in Alabama. From the p o lit ic a l standpoint,



-3 -

I  think it  was an exceedingly clever thing. There is  no hope 

fo r the Republican Party in the South, and w il l  not be fo r some 

generations. The negro question is  becoming more and more im

portant in the North. Chicago, doubtless, w il l  send a negro 

Congressman from one of i t s  d is t r ic ts  next year. Hew York C ity ’ s 

negro population has vastly  increased. Indiana and Ohio, as a 

resu lt of the in flux  during the war, have had thesir negroes great

ly  augmented. The negro vote in New Jersey, Indiana, Ohio, and 

possib ly  I l l in o is  and New York is  su ffic ien t to turn an election . 

They, of course, loudly endorsed what the President said. South

erners, generally, denounce i t .  Northerners, lik e  myself, who 

have had their f i r s t  intimate knowledge of the problem by residence 

in Washington and vicin ity,have not a great deal of sympathy with 

i t ,  although recognizing theoretica lly  i t s  lo g ic .

Harding loves the lim elight as few men have loved i t .  He has 

actually  made those who come in contact with him believe that he is  

modest and unassuming. He certa in ly  is  unostentatious, but he is  

more greedy fo r applause, more avid fo r crowds than any man I  have 

ever known. This a r ise s , possib ly , from the fact that during a l l  

of h is p o lit ic a l  l i f e  he never aroused one partic le  of enthusiasm. 

He was never able to draw w e ll, and never able to impress h is hear

ers. He now finds himself by virtue of the o ffic e  the great draw

ing card everywhere, whose every word is  cheered to the echo, and 

he is  f in a l ly  surfeting himself in what a l l  the rest of his l i f e  he

had been denied. To most of us, the spectacle of h is pilgrimmage
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to Atlantic City merely to be wheeled for a mile or more along 

the board-walk that a hundred thousand Jews might applaud him, 

was not only incomprehensible, but not without it s  humor. The 

fact is ,  he is  always away on jaunts, or he is  indulging in  

speeches or parties here. I t 's  the Marion small town cheap 

show&gg that is  uppermost in h is da ily  l i f e  now, and yet, he is  

personally very presentable, and treats most of us with a con

sideration  and courtesy, which w e ^  be le ss  than human, i f  we 

did not appreciate. A case of this sort was the Holman incident. 

Holman is  the boon companion of George Harvey, Nicholas Murray 

Butler, and the predatory crew of skunks who run the Republican 

Party and the Government. Of course, he was most highly regard

ed by the President. I  have no doubt H arding^ mind was made 

up to select him, and yet my outburst against him was su ffic ien t  

to preclude h is  selection, and I be lieve upon the ground that 

Harding wrote, because he did not wish from our te rr ito ry  to  take 

a man objectionable to me* This is  in  direct contradiction, of 

course, to the selection of an individual lik e  Hoover, but the 

Hoover selection , undoubtedly, was a forced put with him, and at 

the time it  was made, I  re a lly  think he did not enjoy it  very much 

more than I  did. I believe now he is  rather proud of having a 

part of him, and p articu la rly  under him men lik e  Hoover, whom some 

think the greatest on earth.

I  have been receiving some inside information of la te

concerning the projects of foreign countries in the Disarmament
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Conference. Suffice it  to say for the moment that they are 

looking forward to something in the nature of an a llian ce  with 

th is  country, or to an association not unlike the League of 

Nations we have defeated. Representations have been made to 

them, it  is  asserted to me, begging them to move slowly, that 

Wilson endeavored to take us p rec ip itate ly  into a League and 

was repudiated by our people, but that Hughes w i l l  ease us into 

i t ,  and in re a lity  accomplish the same resu lt as Wilson. Of

course, I  am suspicious of what w i l l  occur next month, but what 

makes my heart sink is  the fact that we probably w i l l  not be able  

to prevent anything, however infamous. We roused the people once 

on the League of Nations. I  doubt i f  we could ever rouse them 

again* P articu la rly  at th is  time when the press is  so subservient 

and the sources of news so poisoned, I  fear anything oould be put 

over upon us. I  am looking forward, my dear boys, to some d i f f i 

cu lt days,wherein I sh a ll be just as I  have been in the past couple 

of years, and when I sha ll not hesitate to express myself as I  did 

under the Wilson Administration# I tr ied  to make th is p la in  in  

the l i t t l e  ta lk  that I made on the German Treaty. However,

"Su ffic ient unto the day is  the e v i l  thereo f".

The l i t t l e  Dodge toy we bought has been a source of 

great pleasure to me. I drive in in the car, when it  is  possib le , 

and drive out at night. The last two Sunday mornings, Mother very 

bravely  entrusted herse lf to m®, and we have ridden fo r a couple of

hours in  i t .  I ’m fa r  from a good d river, because I don’ t get
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practioe enough in the t r a f f i c ,  but la s t  Sunday I  drove a l l  over 

Washington, around the Mall and the Lincoln Memorial with your 

Mother. I no longer fear my a b i l ity  to do what is  essen tia l, 

although I may do i t  awkwardly and slow ly. The b ig  car, they 

have been t e l l in g  us, has done it s  work. I  don’ t believe th is  

is  so, but the Cadillac shop here insists that without a very 

large expenditure upon i t ,  i t  can not be made f i t .  We*re using  

i t  constantly, however, and we think we can go through the Winter 

with i t  a l l  r igh t.

There has been a strange metamorphosis in our dogs. Spartan 

has a new lease of l i f e .  H e  has developed into a very active old  

man. He seems to boss V ictor now, and singu larly  enough he seems 

to be quite as active as V ictor. There was a time when Victor 

nearly k il le d  him in two or three figh ts . Spartan, however, growls 

and wants to figh t frequently, and Victor y ields to him, although 

I suspect that some day the wolf in Victor w il l  come uppermost and 

there w il l  be l i t t l e  of Spartan le f t .  The strangest thing about 

them is  that Spartan is  l ik e  a b ig  bad brother. He takes V ictor 

away with him now on * - regu lar excursions. Victor never goes by 

him self, and i f  we keep V ictor in , Spartan w i l l  wait u n til he comes 

out, and f in a l ly  stsurt him o f f  on one of his t r ip s . Generally, 

Victor w i l l  return before Spartan, although sometimes they come 

ambling back together. It  is -very  interesting to watch them.

I have written you on several occasions that my expectation

In Jack’ s la s t le t te r  to Mother, hewas to be home Christmas.
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inquired when we intended to come out. I can*t speak with abso

lu te  certainty , but I  do expect to leave here at least early  in  

December, and to spend Christmas in San Francisco*

With a l l  our love,

Affect ionately,
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October 29, 1921

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M il ls  Build ing,
San Francisco.

My dear Jack:

I  am sending you herein copy of 

le t t e r  I  have received today from Ohas. S. 

Peery. The le t t e r  rather appealed to me.

I would lik e  to have your r e f le x  of i t .

A ffectionate
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CITY ATTORNEY 
San Francisco

October 34th, 1921.

Honorable Hiram W. Johnson, ,
U S Senator,
Washington, D.C.

Hy dear Senator:

Just a few lin es to remind you that it  is  much longer than 
a year since I campaigned with John D* Barry of the "C a ll" in 
your primary campaign and over a year since I was out a l l  over 
th is  State in the National campaign. Therefore you w i l l  not think 
me presumptuous in regard to my appointment as Commissioner of Im
migration. Your friends and the triends of Senator Shortridge at 
Angel Island say very p o s itive ly  that Mr. Nagle, my opponent, is  
strongly supported by Mr. Boyoe now acting Commissioner under Mr. 
White and in this they see the retention of Mr. Boyce in o ff ic e .
Mr. Boyce is  the man they complain o f, and they are very emphatic 
in their desire to have a ahange. I have nothing personally  to say 
about Mr. Nagle but I  have th is  to say that during a l l  the years 
I have been follow ing your banner in th is  State I have never heard 
of Mr. Nagle in any of your campaigns. He has been in Mr. Fickert*s  
o ffic e  and afterwards employed around Republican headquarters.
He has the endorsement of the Republican County Committee vtfiile a l l  
my Srork has been done under the National and State Committees.
Mr. Adams, Chairman of the Speakers* Committee says that I  was the 
most active man in the campaign excepting perhaps J .J . Dwyer.

I  have written th is  much because of the reports here that 
the County Committee*s endorsement o f Mr. Nagle has weakened my 
chances, notwithstanding the strong endorsements I have to you.
I cannot believe i t .  I have no further chance fo r advancement in 
my present position  and natu rally  as nearly every one in a position  
to judge, seemed agreed that I should be appointed Commissioner of 
Immigration, I have confidently &oped fo r that appointment.

With kindest regards, I remain

Very tru ly  yours,

(Sgd) Chas. S. Peery


