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HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF., CHAIRMAN.
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'UlInUeb /=Senate,

COMMITTEE ON PATENTS.

May 10, 1931.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr., and
Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorneys at law,

Mills Bldg.,

San Francisco, California.

My dear Boys:

I have been under some stress of late with various happenings
here. I made a real fight in executive session against the nom-
ination of David H. Blair for Commissioner of Internal Revenue.
Indeed, after two hours of real contest there, which | regret more
than | can tell you, was not in the open, Mr. Penrose had the mat-
ter referred again to the Finance Committee. This was for the
purpose of gaining time and glossing over the charges that | made,
and arranging for the necessary votes. There is no doubt of the
result. But there is no doubt, too, that the man is grossly un-
fit, first, and that secondly, he broke his state law and betrayed
his people. | have tried to make this plain. The power and the
prestige of the Administration and the White House are sufficient

to put him over, for we have now a Senate more subservient, more

servile, and more contemptibly sycophantic than the Senate has ever

been during my residence here* I am not crying over it, because,
as | have said repeatedly to you, | don’t have to remain here if
I don’t want to. With all its drawbacks, peculiarities, and occas-

ional humiliations, | yet feel I amof some little value and get
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more or less pleasure out of the job.

The Blair hearing will be resumed on Thursday. The hear-
ings are of no consequence, | attended the Finance Committee Sat-
urday, and, out of Blair*s own mouth, | proved ny case* As | faced
the members of the Finance Committee, though, | had a very peculiar,
indifferent, and contemptuous feeling for most of them. 1 looked at
Penrose, Smoot, and McOumber, and | really believe these three men
would connive at murder,if necessary to carry out a nefarious politi-
cal scheme or a party program. I used to be most thrilled when | was
a little boy with the melodrama of Danites,* which depicted the horrors,
and the oppression, the villany and the crime of the heads of the Mor-
mon Ghurch. | could see Smoot sitting in a darkened inner sanctum,
calmly decreeing the death of one he did not like, but always sending
another to execute the decree. McOumber is a man utterly without prin-
ciple, and Penrose is best described as immoral. My eye passed from
these three to the two New England members, Dillingham and McLean,
both cold-nosed Yankees, each rich and thoroughly respectable, but each
the mere tool of big interests, and honestly believing government to be
an instrument for pillage by rapacious and dishonest business. They
would never be a party to decreeing a crime, but after the commission
of it, they could always be relied upon to accept without demur any
defense or excuse for it. | passed then along to Jim Watson of Indiana.
He would never murder. He is too cowardly for that, but if your back

were turned, and he had the opportunity, without discovery, to drop
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poison in your food or your water he would do it, and then be the
first one to commiserate with you in your pain and torture. These
are the fellows who are trying the Blair case. You can imagine how
much the question of political morality will appeal to them.

We have been given a body blow in our international relations
of late. Sitting on the Reparations Commission does exactly the
thing we protested against last year, and which our people voted
against; ties us up with European controversies, and will inevitably
make us a part of entangling alliances abroad* The so-called "irrec—
oncilables” are, of course, indignant. It ia asserted in all of the
press agencies and in all of the newspapers that the course pursued
by the Administration is satisfactory to Messrs. Lodge and Knox.
I know this is not true; but while these gentlemen, privately, will
denounoe what is being done, neither has the courage, publicly, to
deny the attitude attributed to them. It was rather interesting to
me last night to read pro-League papers like the World and the Times,
and | feel that they paid ne a very high compliment when they took it
for granted that | would fight, while, apparently, they took it for
granted my associates would lie down. | intend to go to the bat upon
this proposition. It was difficult to do it under the theory announced
by the Administration, that of merely having observers in the three
international conferences, but, within a very brief time, this diffi-
culty, in nmy opinion, will disappear, and I can make it clear that he
is plunging us into the European maelstrom. | will then go to it and

take the consequences.
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Our case in New York is under submission. It ought to be decided
almost any day now. | sent each of you a brief. This brief can be
immeasurably improved, but in the vexy brief time at our disposal, it

was thrown together to present our points, rather than to be a finished

product.
Just as matter of reoord, | presented an amendment to the Immi-
gration Bill to exempt those who were subject to religious or politi-

cal persecution in the land from which they came. This has been the
policy of the country, and | was curious to see what my colleagues would

do with it. They beat it overwhelmingly, which was a matter of little

consequence to me, and for which | cared little. I wanted the record
upon the subject. | think it will come in handy in the days to come.
Indeed, my dear boys, | will get little else out of this session except

the record, and | know only too well how insignificant that is. The
men in command of the Administration here are Messrs. Hughes and Hoover.
Harding seems to haveyielded completely to them. I do not believe
either is held in affeotion by the masses, and | think that if they2
continue to represent the international bankers, as they have done in
the rast in forcing this country recently into the Reparations Commiss-
ion, some day thematter may be made plain, and some day, our people may
be made to understand.

I am writing to you both thus because of ny limited time. | want
to thank Jack for his extreme kindness in paying the assessment upon the
River Gardens Farm stock. | don’t know what | would have done if he had

not done so. Indeed, if there is another assessment, mother and | have

agreed we would convey this stock to him* unless, in the interim,
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| should have a windfall* | do beg Arch to write to his mother.

His silence the last ten days has made me feel he may not be in

good shape again, and | wish in writing me, you both would tell ne

what the condition of his health is.

With all my love,
Affectionately,



HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF., CHAIRMAN
QEORQE W. NORRIS, NEBR. ELLISON D. SMITH, 8. O.
FRANK B. BRANDEQEE, CONN. AUOUBTU8 O. STANLEY, KY.
RICHARD P. ERNST, KY EDWIN S. BROUSSARD, LA.
RAYMOND A. BURR, CLERK

H}tnileb Serudes

COMMITTEE ON PATENTS.

May 14, 1921.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Major Archibald M Johnson,
Attorneys at law,
Mills Building,
San Franoisco.
My dear Boys:

| received a letter from Lissner the other day, and
since then, your Mother and | have built castles in the air.
Upon the land that your Mother has in Los Angeles County, as
you know, we executed a lease authorizing the lessee to pros-
pect for oil. Inasmuch as there was some pay for the privi-
lege, we felt we were just so much in. Lissner sent me
clippings from Los Angeles newspapers, and a photograph of a
well, which is being bored about a mile and a half from your
Mother's land, showing fire, smoke, brimstone, and lava, and
various other combustibles being shot heavenward. |If | had
seen just the picture, and had received no information, | would
have thought a great gusher had been found, but upon reading the
clippings we discovered that the main thing spouting up from the
well was gas, and that there were practically no indications of
oil. Nevertheless, we felt we were a little nearer to oil
than we have ever been, and the possibilities of hitting a great

gusher upon your mother's lands has led to many dreams by us.

At any rate, it seems to have been demonstrated there is some-



thing in the soil, I have a lurking suspicion that if we had

a few acres of land, and oil was found immediately north and
south of it, investigation would demonstrate that it made a de-
tour east and west of us. This has always been our financial
luck, and I presume it will not change at this period. | wanted
you to know, though, that we had a little excitement for a moment
or two, and I am impatiently awaiting further news from Lissner.

Affectionately,



May 6, 1921.

Senator Hiram ®V Johnson,

Washington, D.C. *
Dear Chief:

Don?t get excited over the enclosed picture.
It isnlt as good as it looks; but it is a photograph
of ’shat has happened near our land, at three different
wells, and the show is still going on. This particular

hole began performing at 6 p.ra. day before yesterday and

now, nearly 48 hours later, is still throwing mud, gas
and water - but no oil. Of course, a good gas well is as
good as a good oil well, but really conservative high grade

oil nmen do not yet feel justified in feeling enthusiastic
over the prospect. All that has been demonstrated, they
say, is that in the vicinity of the three wells referred

to, which ax® about a mile and a half from our property,
there is a considerable pocket of gas in certain sands at

a depth of a thousand to fifteen hundred feet; but they
think it is not oil gas out some other sort of gass which
is not necessarily a favorable indication as to oil pros~
pacts. for gas purposes, however, any kind of a gas well
is o.k. and the probabilities are that the Standard Oil Co.
will pipe the gas from tais particular field to its refinery
at El Segundo, which is only two or three miles to the west.

foo bad these oil nen are so cold bloodedly scientific



H.W.J S

To the ordinary layman, like ourselves, a”’gusher'such as
the picture shows ought to be worth a million dollars; but
at least we are having some excitement for our money.
There i1s no immediate prospect of their drilling on our
land unless oil IS struck in some of the wells nov under
way which, of course, is a possibility. Onee a real oil
well is brought in in this territory there will be plenty
of development. At any rate, | don’t think we have any
cause to feel at all discouraged over the showing that has

already been made in this particular field.

M I
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'HitnHeb ~Nyencde™

COMMITTEE ON PATENTS.

May 16, 1931.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Attorney at law,

Mills Building,

San Francisco.

My dear Jack:

| received this morning your note of May 11 with clipping
from the Chronicle. | am very glad you said what you did, and
| am very glad of the publication, I have thought for some-
time that | would make a specific denial, and because of the
clipping from the Examiner, in which Hamilton makes the same
suggestion, -l have written him today a note of like import.
This story has been spread, of course, sometimes as a matter of
news, and sometimes, the wish has been father to the thought
with those who have given publicity to it.

It was more than good of you to do what you did in the
matter of the assessment of the River Farms Company. You made
a mistake in tearing up thepledge | sent you. You should have
retained that. It was only a matter of Justice to you that it
should be retained. Both your mother and | have resolved, in
case of other assessments, to make this stock over to you, if
you desire to have it made over to you. Our situation, un-
fortunately, will probably preclude us, unless our ship comes
in in reference to the oil land in the south, from paying large

assessments.

With all our love, Affectionately, f

o (U



HIRAM W. JOHNSON. CALIF., CHAIRMAN.
QEORQE W. NORRIS, NEBR. ELLIBON D. SMITH, 8, C.
FRANK B. BRANDEQEE, CONN. AUGUSTUS O. STANLEY, KY.
RICHARD P. ERNST, KY. EDWIN 8. BROUSSARD, LA.
R. A. BURR, CLERK,

"21Cwiicb

COMMITTEE ON PATENTS.

May 19, 1931,

Mr, Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco, California,
My dear Jaok:

Day before yesterday, what is called the General Term in
New York, rendered a deoision against us in the traction oase,
| received last night a copy of the opinion and enclose it to
you herein. The judge, as too often happens, sought. a* excuse
to avoid deciding. He created a straw man, and then proceeded
to knock him down. There never was any such contention as he
gravely argues. The decision really settles nothing, although,
of course, it hurts. My opinion is that the Judge never read
the brief, but simply sought an excuse to avoid the issue.

I knew you were interested in the case, and for that reason,

I write you at once and send you a copy of the deoision*
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HENRY CABOT LODGE, MASS., CHAIRMAh
PORTER J. MCCUMBER, N. DAK. GILBERT M. HITCH&U”K. NBBR
WILLIAM E. BORAH, IDAHO JOHN SHARP WILLIAMS. MI88.
FRANK B. BRANDEQEE. CONN. CLAUDE A. BWANBSON, VA.
ALBERT B. FALL, N. MEX. ATLEE POMERENE, OHIO

PHILANDER 0. KNOX, PA MARCUS A. SMITH, ARIZ. M
WARREN G. HARDINO, OHIO. KEY PITTMAN, NEV. TUCnIIeb Aye rXCtIeA
HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF. JOHN K. 8HIELD8, TENN.

HARRY 8. NEW, IND.
GEORGE H. MOSES. N. H COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

C. F. REDMOND, CLERK.

May 34, 1921.

My dear Boys:

This is just what | have occasionally designated to you
as a stop-gap note, I have had in mind for a long time writ-
ing to you somewhat in the fashion that | formerly did, Out
for preservation hereafter, my conments upon matters legis-
lative, political conditions here, and men in the public eye.
Somehow or other | have had the feeling of late that perhaps
I will not be in this game for a very long time ( and this is
not because of any intention of resigning) and in the years
I hope | may have with the generation now growing up, | thought
some reflections dictated at odd moments would be interesting,

I have been thinking of the matter not only because of the pe-
culiar feeling I have had of my continuance in my present activ-
ities but also because | realize | am getting old, and with ap-
proaohing age, has come some sort of internal change, | oan -
not desoribe this change but | recognize its presence and | am
beginning to understand myself better, | think, than ever before
in my life, and to be able to dissect my moods and my motives
inch more accurately and clearly, | will try to begin this sort
of thing the end of the week. It is possible | will not have

the opportunity, because | may again be called to New York where

I had to go on Saturday and | may get tied up :here.
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I am enclosing herein to Jack, confidentially, copy of the
hearings had before the Foreign Relations Committee on the Treaty
with China* I do this because he will find here in thetesti-
mony of MoMurray matter in which he is interested referred to in

some detail.

I am very, very fearful that Aro& may be si&k* His mother
has not heard from him except the briefest possible note really
since we have returned here, and his last letter to me was long
ago* If Arch is ill, please wire me, not that | could do any-
thing, but | would rather know the facts than continue in this

uncertainty* With all my love

Affectionately,

P:S: 1 am also sending you herein copy of the Blair hearings
before the Finanoe Conoittee.
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COMMITTEE ON PATENTS.

May 30* 1921

Mr. Hiram WO Johnson* Jr.,
Attorney at Law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco* California,
My dear Jack:

I have received this morning your letter of May 34, It* is
a greater enigma to me than to you how Machen came to be appointed.
When first | asked the appointment of Thompson here the response
was that the matter had already been done* and therefore could not
be undone. This was not true, in my opinion. If | alone had been
asking this of Crissinger, who is a very little man of Marion, Ohio,
and a personal appointment of Harding, | might have thought the lie
was told simply to give me a sort of double cross; but my colleague

Mrtump vu, dJuyd fa ctciA' *fuA+Hijt) fa —

united just as earnestly as | did in the'recommendation,Aand beyond
this, as you will recall, there were very many other requests made.
So far.as | can gather, nobody from California recommended Machen.
This was therefore either a personal appointment of Crissinger, or
somebody near the president, or it was a job, the detail of which
we probably will never know.

I wrote you and Aroh a letter by hand yesterday from home.
| address these letters to both of you, and try to alternate the

first name on the envelope, in the expectation that whoever gets it

will read and pass it on to the other.
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I am going to try to get some publicity in the south in this

fashion* | am writing to Guy Barham today asking if he will accept
from me stories at infrequent intervals. I may commence with a
flaring head line, if | can get it published, denouncing the Los

Angeles Times for daily lying concerning me, etc* What | send will
be sent to somebody in Los Angeles for distribution to the Los Ange-
les Herald, Riverside Press, Santa Ana Register, San Bernardino Sun,
Ventura Free Press, and | hope the San Diego Sun. If | can add two
or three other newspapers to those | shall be very glad, but | am
doubtful about that. | have got to overcome the poison that is sent
out from the office of my oolleague through Armstrong, the corre-
spondent of the Times. | shall endeavor, of course, to state accur-
ately what little | do send out, but | am sick and tired of the lies
being manufactured by Armstrong drawing comparisons between nmy col-
1 eague and myself, to nmy detriment* I am beginning to view with a
little irritation, too, some of Dodds* publicity for Shortridge in
the Chronicle, although, generally speaking, he has not been dis-
agreeable. The other day, however, | observed a story about Phil
Swing, and the way in which he had been treated in the south. This
was an instance where Congressman Swing was treated through Short-
ridged office by the Los Angeles Times correspondent, exactly as
I am daily treated. Swing took Shortridge to task and Shortridge

signed a letter setting Swing right with his constituents. Of course,
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I was not in any way connected with it, yet Doddsl story, inocuous,
it is true, made me a part of it* and did not state the truth about
the facts*

I will be in New York probably the rest of the week on the
traction case#

I forgot to write you about the Alameda item in the naval
bill. I enclose you a letter | wrote Mr. Bowles, because he wired
me, and this letter oorrectly states the facts. The fight over
the Alameda item was a sham battle, in which neither the adminis-
tration fpr the naval committee desired suocess. It had long
since been practically agreed™ At any rate it was absolutely cer-
tain that if the item should be passed by the Senate,in conference
between the House and Senate ( conference would be necessary be-
cause the item was not in the original bill in the House ) it would
be stricken out. The administration by raising a finger could have
stopped this nonense. The leadership dm the Senate side by the

slightest effort could have put the amendment over in the Senate#

Neither the administration raised a finger nor did the leadership
on the Republican side make any effort. I oonfined myself, there-
fore, to resenting what had been said against Alameda. There was
another thing that gave ne pause in this matter, and that was that

confidentially members of the naval committee aet~the Alameda scheme

would mean the abandonment of Mare Island, while publicly they were
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asserting the reverse* I would not abandon Mare Island and
I would not destroy the oity of Vallejo* I presume there must
have been considerable adverse comment because of my attitude,

but I can justify that attitude, and will, if occasion shall

arise* The whole thing was a ditty job, and while, of course,

I cannot publicly characterize it in this fashion, the facts can

be stated exaotly as | have stated them to Bowles, and with what

I stated on the floor in thepresence of the committee and the

Republican leadership, and these facts speak for themselves.
With love,

Affectionately,
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May 23, 1921

Hon* P. E. Bowles

American National Bank
Cor. Pine & Montgomery Sts.
San Francisco, California

My dear Mr. Bowles:

Recently you wired ne about the naval base at Alameda,
and inasmuch as you are the only one who communicated with ne

upon the subject, | feel you are entitled to know just what the
situation was. The amendment, making the appropriation, was
today defeated, as of course, you’'ll know long before this reach-

es you. The result has been a foregone conclusion ever since
the House of Representatives, where the naval appropriation bill
originated, refused to insert the appropriation for Alameda. As
you doubtless know, the Naval Committee of the House was hostile
to the appropriation, and would not put it in the bill. If the
Senate had today adopted the amendment, nothing would have been
accomplished, because in conference thereafter, the House would
not have agreed, and the item would have been stricken out. This
was conceded in the Senate, and generally. There was just one
way in which the appropriation could have been carried, and that
was for the Secretary of the Navy and the Administration to have
taken hold of the matter and to have conveyed to the members of
Congress that they desired the appropriation made. This the Sec-
retary of the Navy and the Administration refused to do. This
morning | asked Congressman Elston to call upon me, and | found
he thoroughly understood the situation and had advised Oakland and
Alameda people of the facts. He recognized that even if the Sen-
ate had adopted the amendment today, i1t would have bem of no
avail, without the pressure of the Administration upon the House,
and this had been refused. The contest in the Senate was there-
fore, a sham battle without influence upon the final result.

With love to Mrs. Bowles, the family and yourself, | am

Yours most sincerely,
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TNOTEWOOD
bRILL HITS
GAS POCKET.

Bohon Lease Qil Well is
Spectacular Performer, but
low's Mostly Water.

Inglewood thought it was *
verge of a lively oil boom yester-
day. A towering shaft of murky
liquid, shooting skyward from a bat-
tered .well, caused the community
1o take notice. But the geyser wiss
. Instead it was .a shower’ of
sand, water,' ‘rocks and gas, which
sprayed the count

For many montl hs
have been drilling in six locations
between Inglewood and Hawthbrne.
Jwo wiells were ready tocome I
and the two tc S Were n_tht
toes for, thou s not yel beén

roduced in that terrltory, wise
ad declared that oil IS

Kitseiman Well

prospectors

ohor Inglewuod 'Ss
thrill yestenw, well . was
brougl ancaday “Sfternean
and _since then has been shoot-

ing its spray 100 fect over the der

It was struck at a depth of
1261 foet, and came with suclpforce
that the ‘well, with Its casings, tool
house, derrick And complets equip-
ment, was wrecied. [ts flow ha
abated fast'n

e wall e an perty adjoining
the Standard il hbldings, half a mite

Redondo Boulevard

NEWLY-WED EMPLOYEE
OF COUNTY HONORED.

Former fellow deputies in the
County Auditor’s office gave a din-
ner yesterday in a downtown cafe
in honor of Mrs. Courtland V. Rood,
commemorating her marriage to Mr.
Rood, an oil operator, in San Diego
last Monday, They later presented
her with a silver dinner service.
The bride, one of the many attrac:
tive young women deputies in
auditor's office, had been in the «
ploy of the countylfor five years.

Mr.vand Mrs. will reside >
1221 Innea avenue.
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READY TO HELP
STATE PACKERS.

Finance Board is Prepared to
Make Advances.

Bankers Ex

ect 10 See Big
Impetusg

iven Industr.

Will Mean Large Increase in
Export Business Here.

Great Impetus was given' the
Southern California packing prod-
ucts industry yesterday whenlthe
War Finance Corporation announced

at its headquarters in Washington passed,

that it is_now prepared to make
advances for nancing, Sports. of

California_packing products, o
last nl it statex

Local bankers
that this action probably WIII mean
a large Increase'in the export busi-
the packing Companies and
also will prove the means of aiding
materially in relieving food shortage
in, Europe as helping
mu\lestored stocks of the canners.
All the banks in California have
been advised of the corporation’s
decision.

“Applications for advances will be
considered on the basis of prompt
Shlpment against _deferred  pay-,
ments, the corporation said; for fu-
ture shlpment within a_reasonable
time against either prompt or de-
ferred payments after arrival of the
goods in~ foreign countries, where
joods are under definite contract
or sale, and prompt shipment' o
warehouses in foreign _distributing
points, to be held there on account
of American. exports and bankers
for_marketing out of warehouses.

The s hese terms, it was(
pointed out, is such as to enable’
Facklng plants_readily to dispose of
[arge stocks to European buyers. The
announcement of the finance cor-
poration'is expected to have the ef-
ect of siffening the market on
from California
and to prove a genuine boost to the
Industry; The' program as_outlined
will help the /.nation greatly, local
bankers agreed last night.

The abnormal pack Of fruits and
vegetables last year virtually over-
stocked, the warehouses and tl
majority /of packers this year have

only enough

ill their definite con-
freeze WhICh visited
California about three weeks ago

rved to stiffen lhe markel some
what but the situation, h
mittedl ‘those famlllar wl(h
the indus w eclar

Extension of long-time credits to
enable Europe to buy the packers’
products is vitally necéssary, bankers
say, and the announcement of the
findnce_ corporationit* aregarded as
an  encouraging the,
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POLITICAL
FAKERYIS
EXPLODED.

American Legion Post No. 8
Refutes Tale of Resolution
“Passed Against Cryer/J

As a meeting of Los Angeles Post
No. 8, American Legion, held at
post headquarters last night, the at-
tention of the post was called to a
resolution published in, the Exam-
liner April 29 and -purporting to
have, been passed by the post, $EaT
meeting of-the post was held upon
the night whep tire purported reso-
lution was supposed to have been
there being qniyan informal

smoker In the n that; occa-
sion, In respect to the alleged res-
olution, the post last night adopted

the following motio

“That this post r?fud.ales any
[notice which appe in the press
7 LLos Angeles Stating that this post
did on last Thursday evening or at
any other time repudiate or con-
demn  Mr. Cryer, candidate for
Mayor, and that we reaffirm the

policy’ of the American Legion
éhﬂ

it does not indorse any candi-
ate for public office, or take any

or or against any candi-
the present Mayoralty cam-

REBELS ON
BORDER GO
SOUTHWARD.

Force of Cavalrymen Sent to

Tecate; No Disturbance on
Independence Day.

SAN DIEGO, May 5—A=force of
190 cavalrymen from the cuartel at
Tijuana was dispatched this morn-
ing to Tecate by Gen. A. L. Rodri-
guez, commandant of military forces
of the Northern District of Lower
California, to quell the uprising that
broke out at that place last eve-
ning.
After the skirmish last night no
more fighting occurred at Tecate,
according to the reports brought to

is city by Americans from Tecate
and Officials of the San Diego, and
Anzona Railro:

ad.

cry. of the rebels who. sur-
rounded ¥he governnrent troops at
Tecate last evening was “Viva Can="
w,* Al of them arACstid to, hidye

Stated: "We will quell a,l upnsings
and are well equipped/to -do
The 0s,, in Command of
Capt Lo, alon, the
shooting last night, g athered up
their dead and wounded and retreat-
ed southward. One insurreoto is said
to_have been killed.
ere were no disturt bances
-T:Juana today‘ Wwhere the" “Cel
el Cinco" de Mayo" is_being
h Id At Tecate. the dlsturb-
ances of last night did=not inter-
fere with the celebration, and the
saloons were permitted t0 remain

at
lebra-

J. H_ art
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