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WAYNE M. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
Mills Tower
220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, Calif.
GArfield 1-1218.

J&xmagF , 1948

Dear

You have been included as a party plaintiff In equity suit No*
25294-0- which i1s pending in the U.S. District Court In San Francisco*
That suit i1s: (1) a suit to cancel your renunciation of U.S. nation-
ality; (@ a suit to declare your U.S. nationality; (3 a suit for
declaratory relief* The suit i1s based upon the alleged facts that
each renunciation was directly caused by the duress i1n which each
was held by the government at.the time of renunciation and by the
concurrent duress, coercion and undue influence of alien groups
which were permitted by the W.R.A. to operate in the Tule Lake
Center and to hold all the internees in a state of terror so that
none of them was a free agent at the _time and each was compelled
to renounce. It is also based upon the fact that the renunciation
statute is unconstitutional and void. The American consul at
Yokohama is being informed that you are a party plaintiff in said
equity suit.

Because you already are included in that suit you are entitled
to apply for a certificate of identity from an American consul
abroad. Under the provisions of Title 8 U.S. Code, Section 905,

a person in a foreign country who"claims U.S. n&llpnallly is"en-
titled to return to the United States by applying to a U.S. consul
in a foreign country for a certificate of i1dentity. The consul
supplies the application forms, “he consul requires an affidavit
from an applicant that he claims U.S. nationality and that his
claim is presented in good faith and has a substantial basis, and
that a suit has been filed in a U.S. District Court on his behalf
to declare his nationality under that statute. Thereupon, the
American consul issues him a certificate of identity which entitles
him to return to this country when and if he can book passage. If
a certificate of identity iIs refused the applicant may appeal
directly to the Secretary of State, Washington, D.C.

IT the applicant i1s granted such a certificate his return may
be made contingent upon his posting a bond to guarantee that in
the event he loses the suit and it is declared that he is not a
national of the United States that he will leave the United States
thereafter.
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The consuls in Japan, evidently through instructions from the
State Department and probably from the Attorney General, make it a
practice to withhold granting certificates of identity to renunciante
until such time as i1t may appear that their presence would be
required here in any hearing which may be required in the equity
suit®* Inasmuch as the equity suit may be determined on questions
of law and of fact without individual hearings being required and
because such a decision may be rendered within a month or two,
our consuls probably will decline to issue certificates of identity
until the case is decided by the court. Under the circumstances
there is no reason for you either () to apply to the consul for a
certificate of i1dentity at the present time or (2) to appeal from
an adverse decision from him to the Secretary of State. It is best
that you wait until a decision iIs rendered on the pending motions in
the equity suit before you either apply for a certificate of identity
or contemplate taking an appeal from a refusal.

IT the decision of the court should be adverse to any renun**
ciants or class of renunciants and a hearing be ordered iIn such
cases those renunciants thereupon, by applying for certificates
will be issued certificates of identity so that they may return
to this country for their individual hearing and remain here
thereafter until such time as their cases may be determined upon
any appeal that might be taken to an appellate court.

For your information, U.S. District Judge Louis E. Goodman
on August 11th rendered his judgment in habeas corpus cases here
holding that a person who resided in the United States and re-
nounced while a resident here was not thereby converted into an
alien enemy who would be subject to detention and deportation under
the provisions of the Alien Enemy Act and he ordered the release
of some 331 renunciants who were detained at Crystal City,..Texas*
and Bridgeton, New Jersey. In his written decision he declared
that no American born citizen can possess dual nationality# In
that case he did not pass on the question of the validity of the
renunciations because that matter is to be determined In the equity
cases. In that décision he did not decide whether or not citizen-
ship was to be restored to rdnunciants who are residents of this
country and are still here or to those who are in Japan.

For your information, until such time as the equity suits
determine your political status, | wish you to be informed that if
any of you have committed any dot deemed to constitute “expatriation”
you would be prevented from showing In any suit here that you
were a citizen of the United States. By an act of "expatriation
a citizen of the United States who i1s in a foreign country loses
his U.S. nationality under the provisions of Title 8 U.S. Code,
rSection 801. A citizen of the United States carTTose hi rTJttrsen*-
ship by any of the fTollowing acts under the provisions of that
statute by:«

a. Becoming naturalized iIn a foreign state;
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b. Taking an oath, making an affirmation or other formal
declaration of allegiance to a foreign state;

c* Entering, or serving in the armed forces of a foreign
state unless expressly authorized by the laws of the United States,
iT he has or acquires the nationality of such foreign state;

d* Accepting, or performing the duties of, any office, post
or employment under the government of a foreign state for which
only nationals of such a state are eligible;

e* Voting In a political election in a foreign state or
participating in an election or plebiscite to determine the
sovereignty over foreign territory;

. Making a formal renunciation of nationality before a diplo~
matic or consular officer of the United States in a foreign state;

g* Deserting the military or naval forces of the United
States in time of war provided he is convicted thereof by court
martial or s dismissed or dishonorably discharged from service;

h* Committing any act of treason against, or attempting by
force to overthrow or bearing arms against the United States,
provided he is convicted thereof by a court martial or by a court
of competent jurisdiction*

1™ Making in the U*S* a formal written renunciation of nation«
ality on a form prescribed by the Attorney General whenever the
United States shall be 1In a state of war and the Attorney General
approves such renunciation as not contrary to the interests of
national defense; (This is the section under which persons renounced
their nationality at Tule Lake*)

J* Departing from or remaining outside the jurisdiction of
the United States i1n time of war or during a period declared by the
President to be a period of national emergency for the purpose of
avgiding training and service iIn the land or naval forces of the
United States*

When a decision is rendered in the equity suits on my pending
motions for judgment on the pleadings and for summary judgment,
each of you will be informed of the nature and contents of that
judgment* If hearings are required in the case of any of the
renunciants abroad, those persons will be notified by mail of that
fact and thereupon may apply for a certificate of identity and
that certificate will be i1ssued to them.

Very truly yours,

WMCjcw



WAYNE H. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco k, California

Telephone Garfield 1-1218

Octobe

By request you were made one of the 5»000 parties plaintiff
in consolidated suit No. 2529 filed Dec. 13, 19°5, 1i1n the U.S.
District Court at San Francisco. The suit was brought to can-
cel the renunciations of U.S. nationality because they were caused
by governmental duress. It contains a count for declaratory re-
lief. It also contains a count to determine your U.S. nation-
ality under Title 8, U.S. Code, Sec. 903. The suit was brought
against the Attorney General, the Secretary of State, as the
head of the consular service, the U.S. Attorney, the Director
of Immigration, the Director and Project Director of the WRA, the
Secretary of the Interior, and other U.S. 6ffleers.

On April 29, 1978, U.S. District Judge Louis E. Goodman
filed his written Opinion in the case cancelling the renuncia-
tions and restoring citizenship to all the Nisei plaintiffs on
the ground they were caused by duress. He held there was no
such thing as dual citizenship. On September 2?, 1978, the In-
terlocutory Order, Judgment and Decree was signed by the Judge
who gave the defendants 120 days within which, iIn good faith,
they may designate any particular plaintiffs against whom they
might wish to present additional evidence, i1f they can, but
placed the burden of proof upon the defendants to demonstrate
the renunciations of any such designated persons were free and
voluntary and in nowise the product of the duress in which they
were held and to which they were subjected. Since that burden
of proof Is very difficult for the defendants to sustain, few
persons, 1if any, will be designated. |1 do not know whether the
defendants will appeal when the Judgment becomes final.

About January 29» 1979, when that Judgment becomes final,
all persons in Japan whose citizenship is restored will be
authorized to return to the U.S. and should not need certificates
of i1dentity. (Legally, all of them are entitled to return now).
IT the defendants designate for special hearing any of the Niseil
plaintiffs who are iIn Japan, such persons will be granted certif-
icates of i1dentity by a U.S. consul and permission to returh to
the United States for that purpose. Those consuls will be notified
by me of the names and addressee of all the Nisei plaintiffs in
Japan.

Inasmuch as the time, labor and expense involved iIn send-
ing and answering thousands of letters is prohibitive, you are
requested not to write to me unless the matter 1is urgent. |IFf
you have not given me your right address, or have changed your
addhess, you should notify me of your current address by postcard.
IT you are i1n Japan, you should notify me by card or letter of
the address at which you can he reached in the United States be-
fore you return to this country.

IT you are iIn Japan, you are warned against committing any
act of expatriation which would cause you to lose U.S. citizen-
ship. The following acts have been defined by Congress, 1in Title
8, U.S. Code, Sec. 801, to constitute acts of expatriation where-
by a citizen loses hie U.S. nationality and oitizenship, namely:
() taking an oath of affirming or declaring allegiance to a
foreign state; (2) serving In the armed forces of a foreign state
iIT he has or acquires the nationality of that state; (3) accepting
or performing employment under a foreign government i1f only na-
tionals of that government are eligible for suoh employment;



(4 voting In an election or plebiscite In a foreign state to
determine sovereignty over foreign territory; () making a
formal renunciation of U.S. nationality before a diplomatic or
consular officer of the United States iIn a foreign state; (6)
deserting our armed forces in tird: of war i1If convicted of deser-
tion or dismissed or dishonorably discharged from those forces;
(?) committing any act of treason or attempting to overthrow
or bear arms against the U.S. if convicted by a court martial;
and (8) leaving or remaining outside the Jurisdiction of the
U.S. iIn time of war or national emergency for the purpose of
evading service in our armed forces.

You should not register as a voter or vote in the U.S. until
the Judgment restoring your citizenship becomes final and conclu-
sive .

Those of you who are required to register with your draft
boards under the recent draft law should do so and, If ques-
tioned about your citizenship, you should answer that you claim
to be a U.S. oitizen by birth, that you renounced under duress,
that the court has ordered the renunciations set aside but the
Judgment has not yet become final.

No renunciations of children under 18 years of age were ap-
proved by the Attorney General.

Until the Judgment restoring your citizenship becomes final
and conclusive you should not purchase or lease agricultural,
commercial or residential land and buildings i1n California or
any other State where a statute like the California Alien Land
Law prohibits aliens asserted to be ineligible to citizenship
from the ownership, possession and use of such property. These
laws are still in full force and effect. Until they are repealed
by State Legislatures, or are declared to be invalid or uncon-
stitutional by our courts, renunciants whose status will not be
decided until the Judgment becomes final, should not buy any such
property. However, any citizen member of an Issei or a renun-
ciant family can purchase, own, possess or use agricultural, com-
mercial and residential land on the same basis as any other U.S.
citizen.

IT you are a student attending a state university which
requires you to pay a higher tuition rate than a resident citizen,
you should pay that tuition under written protest and, when the
Jud?ment restoring your citizenship becomes final, the university
will refund the excess sum to you*

If you served honorably in our military or naval forces at
any time between September 1, 1939, and December 31, 1946, you
are entitled to apply to become a citizen by naturalization under
Public Law 567 approved June 1, 1948. If you served iIn those
forces honorably, you can go to the nearest office of the U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Service or to the Clerk of the
U.S. District Court within the next few months to file a petition
for naturalization. In the petition you should state you were
born a oitizen, that you renounced under duress, that the court
has ordered your renunciation cancelled but that the Judgment
has not yet become final. When the petition is filed the ex-
servioe man should ask that the proceeding be held in abeyance
until the Judgment in the renunciation case becomes final.

When the Judgment becomes final, each plaintiff in the case
will receive written notification from me.
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WAYNE M. COLLINS
Attomey-at-Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California
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1. Y.R Hiraoka, attorney, 1435 Fresno St., Fresno 1, Calif. Telephone Fresno 4-2078.

2. Tetstjjiro Nakamura, 1328 South Glendale Ave,, Glendale 5, Calif. Telephone Citrus 3-9451, who will
help you or refer you to a lawyer.

3. Theodore Tamba, attorney, Foxcroft Bldg., 68 Post St., San Francisco, Calif. Telephone Sutter 1-3488.

4. Victor Abe, attorney, 2209 Pine St., San Francisco, Calif, Telephone Fillmore 6-3403,

5. Mas Yonemura, attorney, 1027 Adeline St,, Oakland 7, Calif, Telephone Twinoaks 3-9688.
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Very truly yours,
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By a court order_¥ou were joined as a party plaintiff in suit No. 25294-G in the U. S. District Court
at San Francisco, Calitornia. The suit is a.class action in equity to cancel the plaintiffs’ renunciations of
U. S. nationality and to restore their American citizenship.

. On April 29, 1948, U. S, District Judge Louis E. Goodman rendered his written Opinion, in said
suit and ordered the renunciations of all persons in the consolidated suits cancelled and their citizenship
restored upon the ground the renunciations were executed as the direct result of governmental duress.

The decision restores U. S. citizenship to persons in the suit wh_ether,theY are in the United States,
Japan or elsewhere. The court allowed the government 90 days within which to designate any particular
plaintiffs against whom it may wish to present further evidence, if it can, but placed the burden of
Proof on the government to demonstrate by special hearings in such cases that such renunciations were
ree and voluntary and in nowise the product of the duress in which the?/ were held. That burden of
Proof IS very dlffligult,, If not impossible, for the government to sustain. [f any persons are designated
hey will be’very few in number.

Ninety da%s after | file an interlocutory decree the judgment restoring citizenship will become final
as to all plaintiffs not designated by the Attorney General for special hearings. The interlocutory decree
has not Yet been filed because eachi mail brings in requests of renunciants to be included in the Case and
| am joining them in the suit as rapidly as I"receive those requests. It soon will be filed, however.

~When the judgment becomes final all persons in Japan whose citizenship is restored will be author*
ized to return t0 the United States by applfymg to.a U. S, consul at Yokohama or Kobe. If the govern-
ment designates for special hearing any of the Nisei plaintiffs who are in Japan such persons will be
granted pérmission to return to the Uniited States for that purpose.

Inasmuch as the time, labor and expense involved in sending and answering thousands of letters is
Frohlbltlve you are requested not to write to me unless the matter is urgent or you change your address.
shall send’the U. S, consuls in Yokohama and Kobe a complete and up-to-date list of the names and
addresses of the plaintiffs in JaPan so that when the judgment becomes flnal_th.ef}/_ma?; apply for
Permlssmn_ to return to.this coun mrey When the judgment becomes final each plaintiff in the suitS will
ecelve written notification from me,

Very truly yours,

Wayne M. Collins,

|
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washi H QObhim
Attorney at Lav
Mill« Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California

Oarfield 1-1218

In reply to your letter of November 5t 1948, please
Oe iInformed that the Yule Lake Defense Committee is still
functioning. [Its purpose is to insure the carrying on
of the oases to a successful conclusion for each and all
of the reaunelante who originally brought the habeas
corpus and equity suits, together with the thousands who
hare been added to the case.

The interlocutory decree restoring oitlzenshlp to
all plaintiffs iIn the case was entered on September 27,
1948. The court allowed the government 120 days there-
from within which to designate any of the plaintiffs for
Individual hearings i1f it be inclined so to do, but placed
the burden of proof upon the government to establish in
any of such designated oases that the renunciations of such
designated persons were not due to the duress in which they
were held by the government or to which they were subjected
by individuals or groups in the camp.

It is anticipated that the Department of Justice prior
to the time the judgment beoomes final, about January 29,
1949, will designate a.number of the plaintiffs for such
special hearings. It IS likely that those designated
might well Include a few renunclants who remained In this
country and a number of the 1,500 to 1,800 who went to
Japan. Approximately 1,600 renunclants who were in Japan
have been joined as parties to the ease. Inasmuch as the
burden of expense to try each of the individual cases will
be enormous, the original Yule Lake Defense Committee of
Its own free will and desire has decided to raise additional
funds i1n order to carry each of said individual cases to
a successftul conclusion. The Committeemen are of the opinion
that no one individual should be compelled to carry on the
huge expense that would attach to his or her individual
case and that the burden thereof should be carried by the
whole class of renunclants.

The limited fund originally contributed by some 600
of the group at Yule Lake is, of course, inadequate to
carry on the litigation of individual cases to a successful



eonolusion. In consequence, the committeemen here taken
the view that those who heretofore had not made contri-
butions to the cause might now do so, especially In view
of the fact that the great majority of them, If not all,
now are in a position so to do. Therefore if you are to
sake a contribution, that oontrlbutlon should be made to
th® Tale Lake Defense Committee, 117? North Ban JPedro
Street, (?oom J02), Los Angeles 12, California. Tex
Nakamura |d acting as the secretary at that address for
the Committee. Harry Uchlda and others may be reached
at that address.

Committeemen 1In Ban Francisco are Iwao Shimisu at
the Hokubel Nalnlchl, 1737 Sutter St.; and Iwao Namekawa
at the Nichibeil Times, 1761 Sutter St. | understand that
other committeemen are functioning in Sacramento and Fresno.

Very truly yours.
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3m Frasa.lt«© 4, Oallfomla

October 12, 1948

Form letter being sent & those
wishing to be joined iIn the
renunciation case.

t m sat positive that additional parti«« can be joined to
the renunciation oat«« Iftaemooh at the interlocutory Judgment
was signed by the Judge and filed on September 27, 1948.

However, before that judgment becomes final about January
29, 194ff It may be possible to join additional persons if the
government does not object thereto. In ooneeeuenee, if you
will »end me the following, information Immediately. 1 shall
Inolude your memo In a subseouent notion to bo made to the

oourt for Hlitoluelon.

1. Full siare, Including middle name (also maiden name.
IT married woman).

2. bate of birth.

3* Place of birth.

4. Place and approximate time of renunciation.

5. lame under ehloh you renounced.

6. Whether or not you received a letter from the Attorney
General approving your renunciation. |If you have such a letter

la your possession, please forward 1t to me immediately.

Very truly youra,
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Ao TULE LAKE DEFENSE COMMITTEE

Room 302, 117 North San Pedro Street
Los Angeles 12, California

TArPXx<TA<<

Michigan

November 1, 1948

Dear

At this time we wish to bring forth to each and everyone of more than 5,000 parties plaintiff
in consolidated suit No. 25294, filed December 13, 1945, in the U. S. District Court in San Fran-
cisco, the accomplishments that were realized through the untiring effort of our attorney, Wayne
M. Collins of San Francisco.

As you may already be aware of, U. S. District Judge Louis E. Goodman on April 29, 1948,
filed his written opinion in the case cancelling the renunciations and restoring citizenship to all the
Nisei plaintiffs on the ground they were caused by duress. However, the defendants were given 120
days within which, in good faith, they may designate any particular Elaintiffs against whom  they
might wish to J)resent additional evidence, if they can, but placed the burden of Proof upon the
defendants to demonstrate the renunciations of any such designated persons were free and volun-
tary Snd in no wise the product of the duress in which they were held and to which they were sub-
jected.

~ The accomplishment as cited above cannot merely be expressed in words, but it was a tough up-
hill battle for three years, and waged single-handedly by Mr. Collins.

The committee has been brought aware of the situation where the original fund collected at
Tule Lake has just about been expended. The long battle, which has already consumed more than
three years, not only has been a difficult one, but a costly one. Although Mr. Collins has unsel-
]fc|shly ?]ev%teddhls full time to our cause, he has not received a single penny for his own welfare
rom this fund.

Also, we are aware of the situation where the government may at their decision designate some
or many of the persons within the prescribed limit of 120 days. We also are aware of the situation
where the government may aBpeaI the decision to the hi?her courts. Under such circumstances we
shall be terribly handicapped by the lack of fund. Therefore, being aware of such a situation we
?ave reactivated the original Defense Committee to raise the additional fund in order to meet any
uture events.

The Defense Committee in their recent meeting decided that all renunciants in this suit should
fulfill their original pledge of $100.00. The i)ost-camp days have materially improved the economic
status of each renunciant, and we feel it is only fair and just that each be assessed the similar amount.
The collection of this fund will assure us the protection of our victory, as well as finding some way
of remunerating our attorney for services heretofore rendered.

Inasmuch as the labor and expense involved to collect the fund will be #)rohibitive, we appeal
to you by mail so that you may respond by mailing your remittances to our office at Room 302, 117
N. San Pedro Street, Los Angeles 12, California. We ask your cooperation in this matter by mail-
ing all remittances payable to Wayne M. Collins,

By way of reminder your total contribution heretofore has been §........... R leaving a total
balance of $........cvvvvivrvn

Very truly yours,

TULE LAKE DEFENSE COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE

T. OBATAKE
M. SAKAKI
Y. SHIBATA
1 SHIMIZU
H. TAKETAYA
P. TSUETAKE
H. TAKEUCHI
H. UCHIDA
M. YAMAICHI
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TULE LAKE DEFENSE COMMITTEE

Room 302, 117 North San Pedro Street
Los Angeles 12, California

Michigan 4728

November 22, 1948

On November 1st, we mailed in Jfour care a letter of appeal for payment
of your fee toward the defense fund. Inasmuch as three weeks has already
past, we have not received any word from you. We feel this is a negligence
on your part, which should be rectified at once.

. We wish_to close our drive for this fund as soon as possible, and
desire to receive some form of response from you. We feel it is your duty
to come to our office if you are residing within the environ of Lgs Angeles
or communicate with us by any other means if outside of this city. I our
previous letter we did not Tist all the names of the members of thé defense
committee and some of you doubted our sincere appeal. Also in view of
the great number of letters it was mailed unsigned. However we have
corrécted this situation, and we desire that you héed this letter.

At present we are in a haze as to what may happen on January 29th,
but if mam‘ should be designated it will mean an expenditure of %reat sums
of money, 1f your lack of Interest in this case should result in the failure
of this stit, we will be compelled to resort to drastic action. We will dismiss
all plaintiffs from this suit who will not give us any response to this letter.

. Although we do not wish to remind ?/ou too fully the prast h|storg of
this case we wish to point out the ongma_ 1,100 persons in Tule Lake bore
the_brunt of attack, and made great Sacrifices to prevent your deportation
to Japan and have your citizenship restored. It whs on actount of the late
comers that this whole proceeding was delayed and extended till January
29th. Therefore we feel 1t is your duty to_show some form of appreciation

for what has already been done by paying for your own legal expense.

~ We must remind You again that we will not tolerate any form of
irresponsibility. 1t should also be fully understood by you that robody but
yourself will profit by making this case a success.

May we remind you finaIIY that this is our final appeal, and we wish to
hear from you within the next few days.

Very truly yours,
TULE LAKE DEFENSE COMMITTEE

T. NAKAMURA
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TULE LAKE DEFENSE COMMITTEE

Room 302, 117 North San Pedro Street
Los Angeles 12, California

Michigan 4728

November 22, 1948

On November 1st, we mailed a letter of appeal for payment
of \Mour fee toward the defense fund. In"ESndh'ns”ree™eeEsThas already
pavit, we have not rec%wed any wo_rg_l from you. We feel this
on your part, which should be rectified at once.

~We wish_to close our drive for this fund as soon as possible, and
desire to receive some form of response from you. We feel it is your duty
to come to our office If you are residing within’ the environ of Lgs Angeles
or communicate with us b){_ any other means if outside of this city. In our
previous letter we did not Tist all the names of the members of thé defense
committee and some of you doubted our sincere appeal. Also in view of
the great number of letters it was mailed unmgned. However we hay
corrécted this situation, and we desire that you héed thiirktUM

At present weare~rrrar-ha’e as to what may happen on January 29th,
but if man){ should be designated)™ will mean an expenditure of %reat sums
of m:)qgey If-tyoiprlack of mtx{ggt in this case should result in the failure

]

. Although we do not wish to remind You too fully the past hlstorg of
this case we wish to point out the original 1,100 persons in Tule Lake bore
the_brunt of attack, and made gg_eat Sacrifices to prevent your deportation
to Japan and have your citizenship restored. It was on account of the late
comers that this whole proceeding was delayed and extended till January
29th. Therefore we feel It Is your duty to_show some form of appreciation

for what has already been done by paying for”your* ojjh legal expense.""»

It should also be fully understood by you that nobsap-sfedtr
your™S" will profit by making this case a success.

May we remind XOU finall%/ that this is our final appeal, and we wish to
hear from you within the next few days.

Very truly yours,
TULE LAl “DEFENSE COMMITTEE

NAKAMURA
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