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SIDE ONE

015 was drafted from Greenville, Alabama. High school student, 12th grade.

©£8 CamP Robert Small, Great lalkes NTC, circa Aug, 19h3 8 weeks.

075 Train to Port Chicago ah the Fall, 19 U3. Didn’t know was going to load 
ammo. ”We knew we wdre seamen” expected to go-to sea.

00.8 Lt. Tobin in his forties.
Thinks Tobin sent to P.C. as punishment.

135 Went to Oakland, SF, Stockton on liberty. P.C. 
crowed. Some *ilipinos there, and Mexicans.

very Small town, Jim

175 WORK: Stevedoring, hard labor loading ammo. Description of the work.

19$ CONCERN ABT POSSIBIE EXPLOSION
”It wasn’t a fearful thing, because we alwasy said that if a ship ever blew 
up we*d be the first out the hold. But this is just what we thought.”

203 NO SAFETY PROCEDURES
Sbey said the bombs couldn11 blow up without a fuse. Mentions rough 
handling. Says would roll block busters out of boxcars and sometimes they 
would hit each other.

215 DESCRIPTION OF WINCH (CRANE) OPERATION. Mentions loads banging into the 
bottom of the hold. ”After awhile you paid it no attention; nobodv was 
really concerned.” But. said men ysed to joke about danger in holds Heŷ  

Concern abt you better handle.that thing carefully cause you* 11 be the last one out 
danger from down here.”

238 Use of shoulders to signal to crane operator.

250 PACE OF WORK: «There was always a tonnagd thing.” Divisions had to compete 
against each, other. **You always knew what the division ahead of you had 
done; and you were expected to put on more.” Said men worked faster 
when they felt in good spirits.

280 Penalties threatened.

290 NO MEMORY OF OFFICERS BETTING.

296 Banter between divisions when they changed duty.

305 RELATIONS WITH OFFICERS. ”We accepted segregation and white officers.” but 
says he was also sensitive.

320 RECITED PATRIOTIC HIGH SCHOOL ORATION, which calls for giving the black 
man a change to pick up a gun and avenge Pearl Harbor. That the black 
man was capable.

335 WHITE CARPENTERS

350 LT TOBIN”USED PSYCHOLOGY** ON THE MEN

365 Says men knew things shouldn*t be just that way (segregation) but it 
appeared out of reach.
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380 BUCK PETTI OFFICERS AS «SLAVE DRIVERS”

383 GRIEVANCES: Men wanted higher ratings for increased pay* Ratings done 
on the basis of tonnage and behavior* Uo5 However, there was a limit 
on the number of higher ratings which effectively blocked promotions

U30 MORE ON TOBIN: He put pressure on us because it was put on him.

Uil OFFICERS MOVED ABOUT THE PIER

UU5 Grievances went to petty officers. 1;65 Petty Officers as buffers, 
manipulated by the officers. Says petty officers didn’t have same 
grievances as men, more satisfied being bosses.

h93 CRITTENDEN TRANSFERRED TO NEW” DIVISION: Saw this as punishment.
Crittenden dicta* t want to work with boots, refused to accept 
transfer. New division was killed in explosion.

side mo
001 Story of Phillips who was also transferred to new division but somehow 

was missing at time of exp. and survivied. 
came

035 Noticed ship kkulr in unusually late evening of the explosion.

065 Says he begged Tobin that evening to transfer him back to old division 
(and this why he not at work) Thinks he was transferred because he spoke 
out of line. Had got himself xferred back to old division and dicta*t 

have to go to work. (085).
117 Would take experienced guys to work with and train new guys. Also would 

xfer loudmouths as punishment

lUO Was to go on Guard duty that night. Went over to headquarters and was 
there when explosion went off. (just before taps)

175 Men blinded by flying glass. Man ran into mountains. All lights off 
for a while. Can’t see any dock or ships, went down with some men 
in a truck. (Only got slight scratch on arm)

200 Went to dock next morning: Shoe with foot in it, arms, heads flooting 
in water, ships totally destroyed.

223 Other men were also transferred and killed.

2h0 Next morning sent over to Mare Island.

265 NO LEAVE FOR THE SURVIVORS
275 TOBIN TRIED TO GET C. TO GO BACK TO WORK: C said he was afraid, asked 

for xfer. Said he thought: I got a chance over there nith the enemy, 
but I ain’t got no change here.”

31Ij. Each Division officer talked to his men collectively and individually.
325 Admiral Wright mtg. Threatened to have men shot. Sgfrbmdy said: ”This
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guy can* t have nobody shot; we ain't fighting no war here. Khfey'd 
have to have an act of Congress to shoot us." Man replied: "Well, he 
said it."

3h$ Wright separated men into two groups. Marines came in with machine guns 
to take refusers to barge.

360 BARGE: Men fearful, Crittenden reflecting on the Constitution.

368 MEETING: We were led to believe that we wouldn't get hurt, but results 
would be to get something done. "If we just stuck together, some 
changes were gonna be made."

383 Fleece and Crittenden went AWOL but got caught. By saying they were 
going back to work and getting off barge.

1*02 TEAM OF TWO WHITE MARINES WHO ABUSED MEN AT TREASURE ISLAND. Drunken 
marines threatened to shoot men. Guards were vets from Pacific war.

I

1*37 TRIAL: No conferences with defense lawyers before flrial.

k ik SHOEMAKER INTERROGATION BY LT. TOBIN, (who pretended to be friemd, and wanted 
to know what happened on the barge.

1*71 BENNON DEES (stutterer, country boy) who would say "yes, sir" to anything.
Crittenden tried to "help Dees out". Didn't this happen; yes, sir

This didn't happen, did
1*90 Crittenden wrote letters for some of the men. it; no, sir.

(Collins)
500 Tobin said "Dees told me..." in attempt to get C. to cooperate.

$05 "P" on prison garb.
SIDE THREE

012 C didn't cooperate with Tobin, feared being beaten up by Marine.
021* Barge mtg, men decided to stick together. Officers were looking for 

evidence of mutiny. C refused to sign a statement. Get another 
man to tryo to get statemtn from C. C. slaimed he didn’t know what happend 
on barge. Asked him abt "having Navy by the balls statement".

10$ TRIAL RECORD brought home, but now lost.

Iii5 Had to carry gear and trial record, while handcuffed.

167 THURGOOD MARSHALL: Met and talked with him at San pedro.

190 Doesnt't remember white women reporter

213 Met with Marshall at trial, too.
233 Get out of San pedro before some of tfchers. (alphabetically)
21*0 Got sea duty after .release, enjoyed It. (with Dixon)Became friends with white guy. 1 yr on probation. Later went to college
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Jack Crittenden 
December 13, 1977

RA: Tell me how did you get into the Navy? What were you doing beforehand, your

JC: 1 was b o m  in Greenville Alabama and was a high school student and 1 was inducted 

into the service. RA: Drafted JC: Drafted, yea. And then I had a choice between 
the navy and the marine corps. The reason I selected the Navy at that point is because 

the marine corps say "hey we could take how skinny and tall you are, we* 11 take you 

and fatten you up and make you a fine marine, and remember the marines are the first 
to land , they* 11 make ^  'right away. I said, "first to land?" They said, yea.

I said "well, where*s the Navy?" I joined the navy. And that's how I came by the 
Navy. And then too the navy man was telling me about the three meals that you get 

and the cleanliness and all this kind of thing. And 1 felt safe with the navy at 
that point.

RA: Did you finish high school before you went into the Service?

JC: No, finished after. I was drafted. See I was 18years odd <t> in the 12th grade 

and I was drafted out of the 12th grade into the navy. At some point they were letting 

some guys, 1 don't know what it was, but some persons I'll say it that way, some persons 

at 19 or 18 depending on their birthday, then again I'm assuming this, that they were 

able to stay and finish. And me, 1 wasn't able to stay and finish. I don't know cause

went to Jackson Miss. 1 was inducted and sworn into the navy there in Jackson Miss 

shipped into Great Lakes.

RA: So you went to Camp Robert Small then?
JC: Right, Company 1166.

RA: What month add year was that?
JC: This was August 1943.
RA: So you were there--the training period there is six weeks?

JC: six - eight weeks. I don't know. Well it was a boot period. From there came
home for a— ----- ---  ̂ ^ ?1 days ----- .. and from there back to Chicago and by train

home, things of that sori#

I was
a  #-*** tX*f-
vas might have beemight have been that situation.
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BA: Did you know you were going to Port Chicago before you actually arrived there?

JC: I don't know. Maybe 1 did. remember saying we were going to California, Port 

Chicago was there. But the word California meant ix  more than a little city or town 

that we were going to and the purpose of going, we didn't know. We knew that we were 

seaman at that point. I think we were right around ±x£ between 1st and 5th company, 
graduating from Great Lakes that was Seamgnl.

RA: Did you expect to go to sea?

JC; Well, that's the basis of my boot training--while we were in boot training, this 

is the basis of what we were trained for.

BA: To go to sea? JC: Yea BA: So, you arrived in PC that would have been.,
ftf'i

JC: Latter part of^August, September or October, latter part of 43.

BA: So you were there almost nine months before the..

JC: Well PC when 1 arrived there I think my first company was something like a 2,»

either company 2, division 2. So there was Division 1, Division 2, Division 3 and 
the like.

BA: That was Lt. Tobin.

JC. Oh, gosh, yea. He was my company commander. How did you know— oh, someone else 
told you?

BA: From the court transcripts.

JC: Oh Yea. Lt. Tobin. That's right.

BA: Was he a young guy himself.

JC: He should have been at that point mavbe 45. He was not 21— he was not what they
refer to as a 90-day wonder.
BA: There was alot of them around then.

JC: Thinking about Lt. Tobin, you would think that he was sent there for something he 

had done. Say like, we're gonna get rid of you and send you to PC. That's the way it 

appearred because.•

BA: Like punishment

JC. Yea. Really. Because Port Chicago was a deserted place, the township of PC 500,
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1,000, 2,000 at the most. I've gone into the little community. IT's in a valley 

surrounded by mountains and things of thatfi sort. Very small town. We usually would 

go to Oakland or San Francisco on liberty. Never did we spend any time in PC.

in a sense, blackheads and things
BA: Was there Jim Crow there?

JC: Yes. But they were not—  they were hkxnx

of that sort.

BA: Blackheads, what are?
JC: Well I mean like Filipinos, peoples that got black..
BA: In the community? The community was pretty much whxxx white wasn't it, or was it?

JC: No, not all white. They were mexicans. They were all mixed up. They talked with

an accent and all, as I vaguely remember.

BA: But they discriminated against black men?

JC: Well, we didn't go to PC, —  we didn't go to Oakland, San Francisco because of that,

we went to Oakland San Francisco because of the larger city and black people were in that
H

\ )  city. There were no that I can remember black prapix family living in PC, cause we went

to Stockton because they had blacks in that community. We had to catch a train to go 
a/u! lthere, but we'd yy. ride the bus over to SF-Oakland. I was there for a good little bit 

seem like forever^but I was there long enough to be qualified for a leave--didn*t get 

it however because I needed 3 more months to make a year, but some guy couldn't go, 

didn't have the money at that point, I could substitute and go on leave, which was back 

here in Alabama.
BA: But actually you had never had a chance to come home then? ^
BA:
d££: What was the actual work like yourself. You worked on loading, or the wrench

JC: Regular stevedore, hard labor, loading ammunition. It's hard to get you to under­

stand. You would have had to had that kind of experience really to.. -- and I'll give 

it Jro you best I can. We were loading ammunition anywhere from the size of a hand grenade^ 

^  which was boxed^ to a block-buster. You would have to know what this is all about in order 

to understand what I'm saying. Big blockbusting bomb that I imagine an airplane would 

have two on each wing / w  • And all ships come in
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was empty. Then we would have to go up a gangplank to get aboard. When they left

we could stay up off the ship on the dock. That's the capacity of what we were doing

as far as loading # was concerned. We really loaded. It wasn't a fearful thing.
Because we always said that if the ship ever blew up we'd ite be the first out the

holJL ^Imagine coming out of a hol«̂ , down ^t the bottom of the ship and coming out.
^ ^ t jt v *4- K

Xj’C IsJ *** *£------- just what we thought, we'd be the first out. fUx n.i«vx
fn* J

RA: Did they have any kind of safety precaution, or safety procedure there?

JC: No safety procedure. Because they., not really and truly they said that they

wasn't going to blow up cause they didn't have a fusilage in em, didn't have a something 

in am them, and all. And it was almost impossible. Cause they'd have cm pretty rough.
RA: Rough?

JC: I say that —  they see you roll those things off the train, those blockbusters,

roll those off the train, they would hit each other, and then we'd stack em out on the 

docks and then the crane would come over and we'd hook them up like two on there and 

they go down in the hol4 and when they get down there sometimes the guy —  you know 

you had one guy who was —  well, let's see, operate the crane, another guy was acting 

as his eyes. He would be looking over the holgjiand this other guy, the operator, couldn't 

see. Me I was the crane operator but another fellow -- I was watching him to tell me
gjaiL didn't faek» too good, he'd look off

attention. Nobody

J
when to go and »when to stop and sometime that 3
rt f a  /■»if
and Ns.̂  ^-j^jottom of the ship. Well^after a while you paid 

was really mnrnmiw£, ~ C

RA: The men didn't believe that it would actually explode.
l/sjtfvtjf

JC: No, they really.•• well, you had to feel that way because we kid each other

about "well you better handle that thing with care cause you'll be the last one out
itfrom down here" and so this was an indication that we didn't have any idea that^was 

gonna blow, cause she did blow.

RA: You operated one of those cranes?

JC: No, no, I was one of the crane, let's see what was the title, I don't think I had 
a title. But it wasn't nothing that I did everynight. If this week I majjbe the an
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assistant to the crane operator. That mean he would be operating, he and I be standing 

over a hol®i.and I'd use my shoulder sometime tell him when to stop and when to go. This

thing had two levers^one on the right and one on the left. He'd watch me. If I shook

my right shoulder that mean he would let it down a little further then I'd hold em up

he would stop. Then I'd do the right, that kind of thing. I '^supposed to really use 

my hands. But it get chilly h8£ out there at night and we worked around the clock, we 

worked^all-721 lirs,' wu WJiKuil 7 6
^ound the clock, it was a shift working. This shift would go off and another one come 

on. Right around the clock.

BA: What was the pace of the work like? at your own pace or., fast pace..

JC: You kind of set your own pace, but there was always a tonnage thing. Like the 1st

division put on x number of pounds and 2nd division would have to compete with those

pounds involved.

RA: Would have to compete?
“  1 A

JC: Well not necessarily have to compete but it wasAkind of understanding thing. You

hallways know what the division did fagfaxH in front of you. If they put on x number 
then that meant you had to do more--well, didn't have tô  but you did more.

BA: What, the officers would tell you that?

JC: Right. It was based on that kind of thing. And I imaging his satisfaction, not

personal satisfaction, but t  his '^x^^^^satisfied *•' ' ■ ’So we didn't have like 

I must work at this speed. It wasn't that kind of thing. If we all felt well and felt 

good and in good spirit, then we just load the doggone thing up. And if some guys didn't

feel too well, like if we'd been on leave or liberty or something, then we're £ kind of 

pooped a little bit. But ordinary, after about four days we'd...it was two days you
worked from 8 to 5; two days from 5 to 12, whatever it was, two days from 12 til the 

next morning. And then 72 hours. And around that 4th dayv navr^a little slack as far

as what you did was concerned.

RA: If you didn't do the tonnage that the officer expected you to do, did he take away

liberties or some kind of privileges?

j
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JC. Well, it wasn't taken away. But it was a threat used in f\ sense And not say,

"hey you don't do this kind of thing,Athat kind of thing." But you really knew that 

you had to come up to the other one, In order to get your liberty. I don't know of a 

case where they didn't get it--but I do know— well, didn't have to because they always 
came up to number of lbs or weight or whatever -- tonnage I think it was.

BA: Did you ever hear anything about the officers betting among£ themselves as to which

division would load the most?
JC: I don't remember that. But I do know that we competed. Whether t  or not it was a 

bet per se, I can vagniy vaguely rembmber that —  would pass each other some form or 

fashion either when we was going on ship, they was coming off. We'd have this little 
thing between us. Division 1, Division 2, we had this little thing and I'm certain 

that it could have been possible men per se didn't do that kind of thing, but I'm 

certain that officers, not certain either, but stand to reason, cause it was there, 

that kind of thing. ’
BA: How did the officer and the men get along generally considering that it was a

Jim Crow x±fcakH±H$t situation -- all the men loading the ammunition were black and 

the officers white, there weren't black officers. What kind of situation was that?

JC: That was 1943. It really was the kind of thing that we accepted. We accepted
segregation and all-white officers —  we accepted that. We knew, because I remember
a a o*cJf| L  ^  .

from1 when I was in high school, sensitiveyysituation, /Like I said

about racial ■ but it had some affect on me. It had some affect on my results

what it was. ltomemhar Pearl Harhoifi ■

for thi-s—country?

Lcf\ x^ v.«w P-n
9 * y t o W

(flvV )
'¿an handle IL; givi

M

capàblèT
him-a chance (sounds like •bunch of slogans)

A / 0 If I had that in High School,

you know when I see a white officer and no black officers if I, if this was a year 

passed, I kind of sort of thought, why not, we should and the man is capable^this 
ray*r kind of thing. Cause really truly the only whites there were people —  ok the
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only nox^white officers was a chief petty officer, he was a carpenter and he's the 

one that did the construction as far as when you loading ammunition you had to have 

braces and things to hold this ammunition. He was one who did this kind of thing. 

He had the skill for it. and non-skilled, tht's what I'm trying to say. The non- 

skilled work^j* was black seamans. Skilled work was more than white. And each 

division had these carpenters. They were petty officers and they were like., they 
didn't live in our dorms now, in hxx our barracks.

BA: But they lived on the base?

JC: Yea. You know I can't remember where in the hell they lived, come to think 

about it, and 1 don't even remember where the officers lived.

RA: What kind of guy was Lt. Tobin?

JC: Well, now something like a

ififirtl, that's always in back ofyour mind. Now, we're talking about individuals.
didn'tLike Jack Crittendon and Small and Fleece, we all/come from the same background,

but we all black. And we were all young black at that point. We were all sensitive
blacks and we knew that the situation just shouldn't have been that way but it

appeared that it was out of reach. So the strangest thing thougjh was that, you went
a-to inspection, line up and each company commaanding officer, inspect their

company, and all this kind of thing. You wouldn't see nothing but black folk in a 

sense other than —  frankly I don't remember these carpenters. I remeber here your'e 

standing in rank and if this guy came down , he'd work with you like he wax come

psychologist. Didn't make you no
petty officer, nn -nnoy and all that kind of thing but he was*, m n U m n  innoy nrvirira and all that kind Ofnirefrfe» and all that kind of thing but he was the

« ¿ 2 *
kind of guy who would get you next to him and make you think this and the other.

down that night on your smie I have to say your ship, but when you was out in

inspection, he wasn't there as an officer standing out front. We had black officers. 

We had black non-commissioned officers. We had petty officers. Who were the slave
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drivers by the way. They wouldn't select anybody who was not a slave driver.

BA: Did the men have any grievances about ratings, transfers or..? Was there any 

¿fixx attempt to do anything about it or to register a complaint or,. I don't know 

what could have been done, but what was the situation like with regards to that?

JC: Actually to try to answer the question I,m saying it in this vein and having

to reflect on present A feelings past and all this kind of thing. Most persons 

like mê  1 wanted another rank because of money. Not because of prestige or anything 

in it I wanted to make Seaman 1st because this meanCmake more money. I wanted to 

make Petty Officer 3rd^ this meant more money for me, not responsibilities or chest 
stuck out nr and this kind of thing. It wasn't that. And we worked with that thing 
in mind. You worked hard at everything so that you would make a rank— and that was 

always what you were reaching for. That 1st class rating, rank, so you could make 

more money. This was dnnn on the basis of tonnage and harder you worked and this 

kind of thing, less problems you hwd created. Just the good ol Joe. If you was a 

good ol Joe yoou could make first class seaman. But it was the kind of thing that I 

didn't realize then and know now that it was gonna be x number of seaman 2nd, x number 

of seaman 1st, x number of Petty Officer 3rd, x number of Petty Officer 2nd, and no 
others. No matter how hard you worked, see what I'm talking about^. / i t  wasn't going 

to be. Because each company consist of x number of officers, and their rank was x 

like Lt. and Captain and this and the other. Then you had a Chief Petty Officer, 1st 

class P Officer which was black, 2nd class petty officer, and then a 3rd class, 

number of seaman 2nd, number of seaman 1st. And you didn't get beyond that. No matter

how hard that seaman 1st tried to get PO 3rd, as far as his work and his skill is
IT

concerned, he couldn't get because it just wasn't in the mark it-wao tharo from feher 
•h> J There was going to be two POs--this is just an example, 2 - 3rd class PO>|tno 

matter how hard the 1st class PO worked, there was only going to be 2.

BA: So you were locked into the situation, unless you got a transfer.

JC: That's the reason I said in the outset about Tobin, he was Lt. Tobin, and last I
remember was Lt. Tobin. I'm certain that he probably retired or died no more than
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*fKjl
C ptain Tobin. I felt that it was some kind of thing that he was there. He came

CJi Lt. 1 LTJ‘1“ TTthere Lt Tobin last 1 remember was.y^ He was a psychologiest -- iinaximtxgHHHa say

it that way. His duties to his superior le|id you to believe that X
cause the thinfes he used on us I'm certqin he used on us because they were being used

on hinij and they were being pressured that way.

RA: But he wasn't a brutal type of guy?
JC: No. RA.: Psychologist. JC: Yea. He was on the case. RA: The indirect approach,

-tX Kj *right? JC: Yea. and then the results was -- you got the work done«
I ft v/"

y ( \ j  because really and truly those guys really wasn't afraid down

there on the bottom of the ship but it was hard work and it was cold at times.

RA: Were the officers out there on the pier with you when you were working or..?

JC: See meet yô u had various holis^I' m talking about in loading. They were moving 

about H  0

RA: They would be present, though?
JC: Yea. If I can remember correctly. I don't think they carried us .down there.A//f rk*f KiCf/
RA: Amongs the enlisted men themselves were there guys who were^ormal leaders or

spokesmen or something like that?

JC: No more than., you're talking about grievances and things of that sort?

RA: Yea, would somebody speak up for the group?

JC: No. It was strictly military. This guy who was my petty officer^he stayed in

the same barrack. You know, you could grieve all you want with him. That kind of
•Athing. It was left to him to get it to Tobin. And there are times when ¿you see

the Lt out there in the morning, but golly you was a enlisted man, you just didn't
V1 *hey Lt Tobin^what about such and such a thing, you didn't do that kind of thing

because you was military and you had certain restrictions and you geared a certain

way and that kind of thing.

RA: And you expected the Petty officer to

JC: Yea. And then too it was the kind of thing that you talk to this man thinking 
that he can help you do something 4 other things. If I wanted to get a leave or



something, I didn't go to Lt Tobin, He was supposed to see these kind of thing being

done and all. You know how they do, they'll take— well you don't know how they do,

not saying that you did, well anyway they would— out of the company— they would some

kind of wa^ I don't know how it all worked out but they would always select a person

and make him petty officer, who in turn was the kind of guy —  he was i&e man who
¿èffit**}this man canjhandle,

RA: Uncle Tom?
1̂JC: Yea, Well, that kind of person. It's just the situation where.it seems that that

kind of man existed for that kind of thing.

RA: So they were buffers between you and the officers? so your grievances
stopped there,

JC: Yea, Cause his grievances wasn't yours. See, like this man is a petty officer,

he's making way more money that 1 am, I'm 2nd Class Seaman and he's 1st Class Petty

Officer, He possibly, in more instances than one, khxnx had less knowledge than 1 did,
a vAnd he was real£r pleased to be 1st Class PO knowing full well that he had say 3 -4 

guys out there who had good education in a sense at that point, A He was has boss. And 

he was satisfied with that. Not necessarily pay is concerned,
RA: Being over somebody,

JC: Yes, K K This is a poor example, but kind of like a mice standing up telling a cat

what to do,

RA: So they were like the drivers. They had the whip. At the same time, you were

supposed to go through them if you didn't like what was being done.
JC: It was just programmed that way and there was nothing you could do about it.

No matter what grievances we had, sooner or later -- well one thing about it -- I say 

6his much, when another division came in, ok the same night that we had the explosion

11-Crittendon

I was transferred from my division^where do would do most of them this way— but they 
would transfer, in other words I say it like this. If Jack Crittendon was kind of guy 
that say wrong things to the wrong person,Anew division would come in, thisxpxkxK place
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was growing, When we went there, when I got there, we was division 2. I don't think 

it was no more than division 1 at that point. And then it got to be like 9, 10
down the line. Well, I was transferred, new division came in that day^and I was trans­

ferred from fckeLKH my division to the ofche» dividion. ̂ Couldn* t understand what the hell 

they transferred me. I didn*t want to get with them boots, nt? i nonso yew knew . I was*> 

going with a bunch of boot% Jwas-no more than Seaman: lgt“xlass. So consequently I 
didn't want to be there with them. Raally and truly— tht division got blowed up, that 

night.
RA: That was the division that worked.
JC: Yea. And some kind of way, man I messed around there —  and 1 often think about

that. And it was another fellow named Phillips —  we got to be pretty good friends, 

now this boy (end of tape)
His father had something to do with one of these papers, either Chicago Defender,

Pittsburg Courier, or something. This boy from Philadelphia. When they transferred

him to this division, this guy went over the hill. Cause after the explosion he was

missing. But he was not down on the ship. And I saw him later and I say "hey man,

•£■ ocwfcd stay missing." Because he was supposed to been down with that division that

went down that night. But the ironic thing about this whole thing, and I don't know

if you experience through interviewing some others, made mention of this thing, and

this is the thing that stuck with me for a long time and that is. o^ay, we just load*J-

-up. the last ship^ and it left* at 3:30, between 1 and 3» it took off. Hy division

is supposed to go to work at 5:00. So we watched the bay. And if a ship didn't come
in that meant that we didn't have to go to work that night. And we knew full well
that after 4:00 no ship was coming in -- you follow me. But the night of the explosion

and this is where 1 say there had to be some crap -- because the night of the explosion
w  ./we all settled $x , we ain't got to go to work. ^This ship came in. We all looked.

Said Golly. Cause it was supposed to benn something like, the situation that happened
0  * )v>y ***•*'+ make it

that usually^-:00 we see the ship out there, we ain't got to worry, / tonight
ur flir dny. He stayed out there. Wherever this was, it was like a locked bridge or
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a locked gap or somethings He stayed there til the next morning. Then this would 

open up you could come in. But this particular night that we had the explosion, and 

X don't know if this came out but X know it stuck with me because I was so involved in 

it because I had to get myself transferred between the time that that division go to 

work and not go to work, follow me? And I begged Tobin to please transfer me back.
FA: Why did they transfer you, did you ever find out?

JC: Well like I said, maybe I said some things I shouldn't have said, or spoke up

somewhere I shouldn't have, Say something about the PO, said he was this or the other.

That kind of thing. Little young nincompoop like me at that point. Might have said

some things. I'm not certain. But anyway I got myself transferred back to my original
company and than ggfc to go to work, follow me. X know X had to go on guard duty that

^  w-r /ow .
night cause that's where X was at the time of the explosion^ But this ship came in at 

an unuuaual point in time. Thiawokr 0>ut of my period there and watching all the ships 

come iiij /Rone had come in like this.

FA: That must have been the Quinalt Victory X think. There were the two ships that
were loading, one was almost completely loaded the Brian. And this new one came in.

Xt was a brand new ship ship, too. This was going to be the maiden voyage. Xt had 

just come out of the shipyard. Xt never hauled any cargo before, this was going to 

be the maiden voyage, when it pulled in there.
JC: Now this thing that pulled in there empty, no matter what it was, name hx and all,

maybe you've found this out, but the one pulled in there empty came in at a time when 

no other ship i had come in. Because it was past 4:00 when that ship came in. And 

usually ...
FA: Well that wasn't in the records. All X saw was that it was a new ship and the

name and so forth. Xt didn't say anything about the time.
JC: T&j The reason it stuck with me so much is because^well X'm certain tht some of

the other guys, specially those who got blown to pieces down there, was concerned 

because... (confusing myself a little bit now) But they would take, well might have 
not been there. Might have not transferred me over there simply because I was running
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my mouth, t  TheyriiMi#!^ could have transferred me over there gonna make a PO out
tLof me. I don't know. But they would takekn<w guys— guys that know how put with the 

new division. Now you could know how and still be a loud mouth,

classifying myself in that vein. But they would take some guys who knew how and put

with the new guys^ teach them how. A After you with tifee- guys and you knw what wieii?/

work like and how they laak and you knew what you were doing^ you didn't have to worry

about showing somebody and doing over half the work, so you didn't want to go vSiir^

to «the new division. That's the situation at that point. But this ship came in at

this bad time. And this had never happened. And I just want to say that over and

over again. Because this is the case. I'm not saying that that was the case but the
reason of the explosion I'm not certain, but I do know no other ship came in at that

IXtJi IiHLk cki*»}
time. Okay, those guys who didn't go to work that nighty ^  and then they

fix.bedded down to go to bed. Well ¿fee guy came and told me^b*e same PO
, 2. - I , ^  you're tJin my division S „ Jack, haxs gonna have to go on guard duty tonight.

This is guard duty right around your own little barracks. Not the kind of thing where

you're walking the fense and all. So I had to go^ over to, what is considered head-

quarters„ to get my name down there and all. This is when it all happened. This is

about 10:30, 11:00 something like that. It was just before taps, just before the

lights out, And I'm over there. PÔ  sitting there in the windown, telling

because

Kfi em my name and a l l  th at. Man th is damn thing happened. This t was when the ligh ts  
c) i r K  9^/ $

talk  abouPy^glawnfi, travAJ g L i g h t ... frTvis TJflSj g S i r f r t W ’fa" ' **, ** tr -n fl fr

- the first thing was this great big flash, and 1 knocked myself somewhere but I don't

know where, but I found myeslf wufcxKx outside of that building and I don't remember 
o f- On­

going I den1'* knew whurr climing out of it. But I was outside the window and

only one little scar on my arm here. You're talking about torn up. Everybody felt

it that point that it was another Pearl Harbor aiS PC —  not that the ships had blew

up because you didn't think about that at that point, because of the building that

you were in and the barracks and all that, cave in, windows busted out, blown out and
all that kind of thing. People running and hollering, some of the guys lost their
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sight. Just cut all to pieces. You know that was a bunch of guys sleeping. The building

was a lot of windows, lower and upper deck. Whole side was windows. And they were blown

to pieces. We didn't have no lights, everybody running wild, just going like wild fire.

Guys just cleared the fences. Them barbed wire fences, guys cleared that, went up in

them mountains. Just running. Finally they got the emrgency lights together. Let's go

down and see what happened down at the dock. Well then some guys come skxKR by in the

truck and we all go down there, come down there don't see no dock, no ship, no nothing,

you can imagine, what this is. Just left kium down there^. at 4:0(^ left the ship loaded.

BA: You went down with them when they went down there?
BA: That night you went down there?JC: Well yea./ But we couldn't see nothing. BA: Just the water I guess. JC. Yea.

Cause the docks wasn't there or nothing. And there was no light down there.

BA: So you were still there the next morning, you didn't get transferred out, cause

some guys gotxkxxx moved out that night.

JC: Well those that got moved out that night got hurt.

BA: But you were still around the next morning?

JC: Yea. I only got a little scratch right here on my arm. When I got to PC A * crV'k..

I'll say it like that. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  cause we went back to the dock next morning.

Han it was x k k x k awful; that was a sight. You see a shoe with a foot in it, and then
t jyou would rememberAyou d say you re gonna be the first thing out of the hol<& And you 

see a head floating across on the xx££ water— just the head, arm. Bodies just., awful.

And no ships still and no dock.^^~ Port Chicago and I believe that

base is still there, part of that ship like a side maybe about the size of this table 

— went into the concrete. It was there when I left Port Chicago, on one of those streets

there. I think where the officers live.^Son of gun want over there and came into 

that and you couldn't move it. Now I saw this before leaving. I don't know if I was 

there two days or one day after the explosion. But I was there enough to see that.

But that was quite an experience the next day. That thing just kept you from sleeping
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yours who left that ship, left your cpmpany that was transferred to that company that
—  awt y«Mw

went down that night. Then again this is just one of those tragedies of war. I'm 

saying that now. But it wasn't that way —  it was awful. And you just had madfolk at 

that point. Guys just lost their minds— »plus so many guys lost their sight couldn't 

see. Cause I remember leading some of em on the bus.^hey had little ambulances all

_ w ___  w . 45 miles away.

RA: That's right. Windows were blown out —  way - way out. People heard it for 40-50

miles. The next morning then, what happened? you got sent up to another base or what?

JC: Well I don't know like I say, I don't know if it was the next day, I don't think I

spend another night there. This wax had to be after taps. How soon after taps I don't 

know, I was going on my guard duty at 12:00, or at 10:00. But it was after taps.—  

lights out. So we had all this running and ripping and getting folks to the hoppital
i r  u » h c  tL- **'■**’

and all until the next morning. And this^is where I wasy^ Then the next morning they 

carried us over to the next naval base over there I forgot••

RA: Mare Island?

JC: Mare Island yea. This is where we stayed for a day or so, a week or more, a period.

But shortly after that they regrouped all divisions. Cuase some Ji— half the guys gone 

over the hill, they finally came back. This is when each commanding officer would get 

his division —  I guess his division officer at that point —  get his division and he 

would an<j get the names and see who's missing and who's not missing. But

nobody got a leave now. Nobody got a leave to go home or this kind of thing. They didn't

think to say "hey let's get these guys away from here, give mm 30 days leave." I don't

know how long this period was at Mare Island befor^this was a submarine base really--

that's what it was. I don't know how long we were there before they regrouped and started

this "let's go back to work." And this is where it all happened^this mutiny business.

They tried to trick us. I mean those people were just awful. At that point. Like Lt.

Tobin told me he said "Jack, now you're a fine young person and no use getting yourself
S t j »  f t h  p a

involved, he say, now come on** nilgn n y  you're going back to work. I said Lt. Tobin, I'm
afraid. I said what about transferring me to the CB's. Transfer me to the submarind.
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Transfer me to oversea duty. Just transfer me. I'm through with this ship business.

Man ain't got no fight.^ I don't know how many guys will tell you this.** Man I got a

chance over there with the enemy. But I ain't got no chance in that hol^ know what

I'm tqIking about. Man they wasn't hearing this. Then this thing went on until you

provoked him. It got to the point where you either gonna sign here and go to work or
* »•you ain't gonna sign. Are you going to sign? I said Lt. well, it wasn't that you refused
vV i'ajust— hey I'm afraid. When you say you're afraid that means you refuse. No, when I say

I'm afraid that mean I'm afraid. Rk I reflect on that thing. I don't know what gay kind
of person he thought he was dealing with at that point.

RA: So he didn't order you to go back to work?

JC? Yea. Yea. well it got down to that.

RA: Did f  he talk to you individually, or did he have all the men mustered and then

he gave an order and...

JC: Well, he talked to us as a division or a company. He's standing there talking to 

us. And then that didn't work. Then he got down to Jack Crittendon,Al'm standing right 

there. And then I had to answer the question. And I steadfastly tolii him that I was 
afraid. No matter what he said. If he referred to going back to loading ammunition, I 

was afraid. That mean that you ain't going/ back —  that mean that you're refusing an 

order, and all that. No, that mean I'm afraid. And I stayed there. Well that provoked 

him to a point where he kbh±R put what he wanted to put And this is the way it

all kind of wind up. And then they finally took this list of i*an, we'll say it like, that 

that was supposed to have indicated that they refused to go to work. And they put those' 

g uys on a ship.

RA: Out on the barge?
JC: Well, t  before they did that, ¿hay each company officer had his division^and he would
talk to his -- — —  men, you know, talk to em as a group, and couldn't get nothing going

there then he'd talk to them as an individual. Still £ couldn't get nothing going to 

t heir satisfaction, then they had the commondant or some kxiut guy who was over that 

California district or over that area.

m I
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RA: Oh yea, Admiral Wright.

JC: Yea. Well he came in he got us all into —  well there*s about 3 - 4  division —/ ^ A  k t  9\
and he put us into this little horeshoe like form. /\And this is where the order came,

\you don't go back to work, ¿{a* 11 have you all shot. So this kind of frightened these

guys who had families and all. I told them muys^man this guy can't have nobody shot. . M
k w v  K  k w v  »  «ct-

I sa^ we ain't fighting no war here. They can't do this, /"w shoot somebody in the

United States. He just can t say shoot me and shoot me. He said it% I said, well man
U t / ,that man can't get you shot, man. I he just can't order someone to shoot you. I

say, he has to have a act of congress or somebody bigger than he is to say shoot me.
D # At*And it can’t b8 no secretary of navy. That's^ what X was telling this guy here. Well

yU V/VN
anyway I’m saying —  you know you get to mumbling among yourselJf, ̂  the man say, i'm
gonna have you all shot." And then he said all those who are going back to work, come

over here and put your name down, those who ain't going back to work, go on down there
n  aon that barge. Boy by that time, after you got the guys who., well, I've got a wife and

« At
kids,^go on over there and put his name down. And then you had that bunch that didn't 

go over there and put their name down,, about 30 seconds I imagine after that they felt 

this was the total number that was going to put their name down^ Man they had them 

arranged in the ms I imagine 500 of oiey came in there w±h£ with Thompson machine
guns^ ^ scared you to death. You thought sure you're gonna be shot at this

The marines were all white^ right?

point. And that's when they put us on the barge.
RA

JC: Yea.

RA: So they put you on the barge and they kept you there for a while. What happened on
the barge?

JC: Well, at the barge, where you got a gays bunch of feuys on the barge, and we're all
scared, and we don't know what's going on. They got us down there. Can't get off. We

Down there
don't know whether the guys are gonna kill us or not./ Almost in a panic, in a sense. So

we got t o ^  get together try to talk to thse guys and tell them, hey, hey, like I was
...—  — --------- ; ,/)
telling this guy, standing next to me.* ' W n  them guys can't shoot you, like dogs. Well
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a little history reflect? on a little bit. If you know something about the constitution 

of the United States, there is some governing something, l&te you reflect on that at this 

point. And this is what I was doing, I was reflecting on that at that point*

BA: Were you talking to some of the guys who..?

JC: Yea. Sure, I talked to them. Then we had a little meeting down there on that barge.
RA: There was a meeting where Small spoke and some other guys spoke?
JC: Yea. I don't remember names in a sense.

BA: Give me a general sense of what happened there.

JC: Well, at the meeting we were led to believe or feel that nobody was gonna get hurt.

That the results of this was gonna be something done* That we wasn't going to leave here 

the same as we came. We just stick together and some changes is gonna be made. This is 

what we did at that point. But on the contrrnfl̂ f{ we had all these guys on the barge.

This was more than the 50. But this thing narrowed itself down to 50. 1 don't know how 

in the hell it got to be 50.

BA: More and more guys went back to work?

JC: Yea. But actually you know what it did. Remember me telling you a minute ago about

this pent boy Wm. There was really 48 guys. Wm. and I went over the hill.

And they caught us over the hill* When I say over the hill, we went AWOL.
BA: From th4 barge?

JC: I believe there was some at the barge and I might have been in that group, at the last
Ufcj H  ‘ f t  7V*

minute I think Bill and I said hey man let's get ©»-that barge. IV ^Uiack

to work* And I think this is what we dd did. We decided that we were going to put our
name on —  we were going back to work. We went over the hill. Well a bunch of them did 

this* But then there was about 48 who said I ain't going nowhere* But then when they 

caught me and Wm, they said you're going to work, we said no we ain't going to work, we're 

afraid. That's when they put us with the other 48 to make it 50. This is when it came to

the trial and all this kind of crap. That trial —  look, that experience was worse than
n  *L f/7) ^****'{/ , waiting for the trial*

RA: What was it like?
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RA: Did you get to meet the defense lawyer before the trial?
JC: 1 don't remember that.

RA: Did you have a chance to have a conference with him before the trial?

JC: We were just told that we was going to have... It seem to me more than one lawyer. 
Look like to me we had 5 or 6.

RA: Yea. But he was the chief. There was 3 or 4 others who worked with him. But what

I was wondering is whether you had any conferences tax with him to work out a defense or 
you were just told that you're going to have this lawyer and...

JC: Let me reflect a little bit. Before we became general court martial prisoners, 

they transferred us, when we left the barge, we were sent someplace else.
RA: Shumaker.

JC: Yea. And this is where the trickery started, to get you court martialed. Because 

I remember Lt. Tobin showing up* Interviewed me. Wanted to know what went on on the 

barge and he was my friend and all this kind of thing. He said, "Jack come on in, glad 
to see you." I said, "hey Lt. Tobin. How are you going?" I think it was Lt. Tobin.

It was an officer that knew me from Fort Chicago. Might have been one of the subordinates 

But anyway it seem to me it should have been Tobin. He said, "Jack I'm here to help you. 

You're in trouble and I'm here to help you." I said "Yea, it look like I'm in trouble,

I got a big F on me." He said, "tell me what happened down on the barge/" I siad,
*

Lt. I krone don't know what happrotrot went on the barge, I was^scared jack rabbit on
It K i»

the barge. He said, now Jack you know what went on on that barge. Well we had another v
o T)

fellow, that was —  had problems speaking named Bermin Xees . Bennin's up i n _______•
k*Bees rural, country, unintelligent boy. You call his name, his serial getting ready / A

to say his name and he couldn't get it out. B^B^B-B^B-B-B- he'd try to say Beng£n, you
o D $ 0know. Then I would say it for him. I'd say Benn£n gees. Then he'd say Benn^n Bees,

he'd bring it out then. But anyway, Bennin Bees had seen Tobin before I did. And
ck L*** MfBB was like I say , person, if you told one, hey I'm your friend I'm here to help you

and whatever you wanted if he had it, he'd give it to you. No matter what it was. If
7 f U  ...........

It was information or if you'd say.* give me thAe-fralf "ef yeswam, tbnti kind h? _
o v . T V *  .>?" * * * >  ' IK«#-

■
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was just trying to satisfy the man, no matter what the man said. Cause the man had l e fd  

him to believe that he was there to help him. And 1 knew this about ^ e s  because J$ees
P  0and I was in boot camp together. Ĵ ees and 1 was in Fort Chicago together, dees and 1 

went to prison together. And 1 would always keep ̂ ees close to me cause 1 could help 

him out. And another fellow like that name JohnfcCollins. Cause 1 did all the writing 

of his letteis for himji. When I got out of the service I had all fch his letters and his 

pictures. He wouldn't know his name if it was in neon lights. But he was a hell of a 

gambler. Got to count money. He could cheat in cards. But he couldn't read or write.

I took care of all his correspondence.
But anyway BB went into Tobin before,going back to that now, he went into Tobin to Talk. 

BB went out I went in. So he told me, he said "Jack, you ain't very cooperative". What
P

you mean? He said, "jiees told me you spoke at the meeting, and yoxjrhjTone of the guards.
I said, "Me?" I said, "Not me!*' I said Jack Crittendon was too saared to move. I thought 

certain every minute the marines was gonna call^ me out and shoot me, but 1 wasn't that
tj

afriad. But I'm just telling Tobin this because X know damn well Tobin

wasn't my friend. Tobin had a uniform on he was a Lt. in the Navy. Jack Crittendon got

a P on and he's a prisoner. He wasn't there to help me and I know full well that wasn't..

If he was, it was the wrong time to help me. 1 wasn't the smartest thing there nor was I
the dumbest thing there. Just like 1 and 1 make 2. Sometime 1 and 1 she doesn't make 2

and I'm well aware of the fact that it doesn't make 2 here. (end side 2) But I wasn't
>

cooperative. I didn't say the things that he wanted to hear. So when I came out of there 

man I thought that marine was going to beat me up. Man he snatched me and jumped me around 

there.
BA: What was the thing about the barge though. How come he wanted^/to know what happened

on the barge?
JC: This was the time when these 50 guys decided that they was gonna stay right together.
And whatever happened to cause these 48 guys to stick together, they were concerned about 

that. And then not only that, they were being charged with mutiny and they wanted to make 
certain, that mutiny had taken place. See, this is why they were concerned about what
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happened on the barge. But then after Tobin didn't get the kind of information that he

thought he deserved or should have gotten from me. 1 don't have no statement when you get 
tl ♦ *to court, did'nt you say such and such a thing? Here is your signature and all. So 

I didn&txh don't have no^statement, they got^50 statements signed by these guys. So 

1 don't have no statement to go to court with me. Next 2 or 3 days, calif* me back up 

there, I was down there in the stockade^put handcuffs on me and carry me up to where 
it's not a stockade, this is where I'm being interviewed, and outside is a marine. And
if you ain't very cooperative:, tell marine, come in here. That marine come in there

with that billy club, talking about •• and he's standing there gritting his teeth and
Tlo*-1 V *  / *#*14m

all. Put some fear in you. UoviriTily you say, yessir that's right, yessir. But this

didn't take place so consequently, Lt. Tobin told me well Jack> c a n very helpful, 
d ♦!
Take him out of here. That same man who said he was there to help me. Fianlly, they

still had no statement on me and ü  1 or 2 of us or 3 or 4 of us, 1 don't know the total
number altogehher. The officer can't handle it. So they get a -t. « ***•*>'. \

\X # ,regular ol sailor. Come on in Jack how you doing today. Jack here is the situation.
1

All I intend to do is to write down whatever you say. And I just want you to sign it.
1/ ^Okay now. Jack what happened on the barge? I said, I don't know what happened on the 

barge 1 told you before what happened on the barge that was 1 was scared as hell on the

barge I didn't know what was happening. 1 was thinking more about my life than anything
i/ ft •- o *•else. Wasn't there a meeting on the barge? 1 said yea, 1 met with 3 or 4 guys sitting

tt t%down next to me. 1 said we all met. I said, we was talking we was scared. I'm talking
n  t\

about wasn't there a meeting of the whole group? I said, I don't know nothing about a
Di

meeting as a whole group. S W  such and such a person speak? Did he say we had the navy 

by the balls? I don't know. If it was said JL . Anyway this guy he said

^ well I'm gonna write this down, just like... '£» when he got down there, he saidlnow
1 1 u ) / vVyou read that. I started to reading and I said, a didn't say this. He say, well you 

didn't say it that way, you were sayi^] pir̂ n poor grammar and I just changed it around.
* \t tWell I said, if mxg Jack is going to sign, you're going to write it just like Jack said,

poor grammar because this changes my thought. This changes my statementpoor grammar or no
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No it don/t! Well he get mad. Finally 1 didn't have a statement. The trial came up and 
I didn't have a statement. Well they kept this, but I didn't sign it. I'm reflecting 

a little bit. I guess I was a mother back there. It didn't appear that way. I guess to 

them I was. If I remember correctly I went up there about 4 or 5 times. Get you to 
sign this or get you to say this.fco roa. But then the trial came. This is where I haven't 

read my proceedings, boy I sure would like to get my hands on those things.

RA: Do you have a copy of it still?

JC: No. It was about that thick.
RA: It's like this. I got a copy i  made of the whole thing. It's 2,000 pages.

JC: I know it's 33 days. And I remember bringing that. I tell you what I had to
serve a year's probabion in the Phillipines and I kept thq£ thing from that period, I

brought it home. But when I got home, I don't know what happened. Looked like to me

it was in sections. RA: They had in volumes. JC: Yea. it was in volumes. I remember

I had that son^ of a gun and I nourished that rascal with all my life for the whole period
because that thing. See I remember /"tried by general court martial, one specification

» ■
tried and found guilty mutiny, sentenced for a period of 15 years.

v* t , ..Your name Jack Crittendon, hand that thing to you, man snapped them handcuffs on you, put

you on that train and you were gone. And 1 wasn't about to let that kind of thing just 
* \V
be nothing in my life. May, I was just thinking 15 years.here I ain't but 19 years old.

How old am I going to be. Where's my momma and poppa. And this thing. I started thinking

about what's going to happen and all. And 1 came from supposed to been a good old Christian

southern Alabama home. Born and reared in the Methodist church. Knew the bible from 

Genesis to revelation. It wasn't the kind of thing wherein they., that I wasn't a god

fearing person. It was just that •"J ^ 0  look somejphing*square in the eye, it wasn't
just what you really saw . It wasn't supposed to be. Tell you one thing and then you 

look at something else.
RA: Do you recall at the trial when they marched you off to the train to go to San Pedro, 

did they make you carry youS duffle bag and this big transcript?
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Somebody else described that to me, I said, Man that's like a ball and chain.
JC: It was.

RA: Your transcript is your ball and chain.

JC: Carried that towe with you. And the thing that's so frightening was the way you were

being handled. They were handling you boy like you wore.. had killed the whole supreme 
court of the United States. You had done something that was just immoral--just unforgive- 

able. They treated you that way. At least these marines did. They put fear in you^ 

from the word say Go. My handcuffs on me was so tight, I'd ask him to loosen it just 
a little bit. AIt was awful.

RA: Does anything stand out in your mind particularly about the trial itself?

JC: If I remember correctly, well, frankly. Thurgood Marshall when he came.
RA: You knew him when he Kfearad showed up?

JC: Yea. I knew him and I want to see him again one day. And I proposed to and I 
proposed to just sit down and visit with him. Really like to talk to him.

RA: Did you get a chance to meet him and talk to him?

JC: Yea. He came to San Pedro California just to visit, see how we were being treated.

I got a chance to., he didn't know me no more than he did anybody else. My name didn't

stand out in any apecific. I mean Jack Crittendon was just one of the 50 men. A* v4*\
RA: But he came to San Pedro. . ft

® V  J  X i W
JC: Yea. And to assure us that he was doing all he could. ̂ Hay man*» don't give up hope.

He did that. He sent us some magazines, books and all that kind of stuff. Pamphlets to 
read, show what peoples was doing. That's why I've been a supporter of that NAACP fraa for 

hell and eternity.
RA: Do you remember a white woman reporter at the trial? She might have come to San
Pedro, too, but she wrote some very sympathetic articles. In fact she was the only 

reporter that printed all of Thurgood Marshall's statements.

JC: I don't remember. There might have been. Like I don't remember the lawyers name.

RA: You didn't actually meet him at the trial though? JC: Who? RA: Marshall.
JC: Yea. No-not to talk. At (the end of the trial) the end of the session, we were
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together^ the 50 of us and Marshall^and 1 don't know If this lawyer was there or not.

1 don't think he was. Seems to me if 1 reflect a little bit he just kind of stepped 
out--something. But we were in a room, just us— this is why he made the statement why 

didn't we contact the NAACP, why dxd we didn't let them know, can't we see that we're 

being railroaded, can't we see that we're being made examples of and all this kind 

of thing. We didn't know that we could do this. We didn't know that we could 

contact anybody. We didn't--just kind of like put you some place and you don't 

know what you can do. We were in prison. We didn't

know to contact WmxM Marshall, no other Marshall to be frank. But he was there. He 

came to the trial and stayed long enough to find out what was going on. He stayed 

long enough to know that we were going to be found guilty and that was about the 

first, 1 don't know how many days but the trial last 15 - 16 days after he'd gone. 

After he left.
BA: Yea. he came in the middle of it.

JC: And stayed 3 or 4 days.

BA: So then after the trial, when you were found guilty and your sentences, you
were sent down to San Pedro and you were there for about what— a year?

/

JC: No. My name was Crittendon and I came out— they let us out alphabetically.
o»\

That was one time fortunate that my last name was C, 1 didn't have to stay.long

as the W's and the S's T's and Z's you know. Like Small, I'll say. He was the 

last bunch to get out.

BA: Yea. Sheppard was in there, 22 months he said.
JC: Yea. Right. And they had to find places to send kx them so they wouldn't be
anywhere near the other 3 or the other ifegr.

BA: And they shipped you out overseas immediately then? You went to the Phillipines?

JC: I went to the Phillipines aboard /the most enjoable part of the
Navy was when I was there. At that point I began doing seaman duty really. I couldn't

make a rank though. I was Seaman Deuce. I came out Seaman Deuce. This is a point 

fartk. 1<•whaaein my tafce-»experience,^ hadn't had that kind of record I could have end up 

anything. I codld have been a chief petty officer, because this commanding officer

I
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he had all the confidence--he told me I was the best whatever it wasjiji that point

handling the ship. I could do it better than anybody else. I remember distinctly

I could handle radio like calling in and reporting this and the other. A lot of
a cwconfidence in me in handling that kind of thing. This wasAlanding craft tank. You 

know it was no big ship. Let's see Dixon was on that ship with me.

BA: Julius Dixon?

JC: No.

RA: That's right. There was another Dixon.

JC: From New York. One was Dixon and the other was d-i-x-so-n.

RA: D-i-x-s-o-n xxx is the guy in Charleston.

JC: D-i-x-o-n he was with me. Aboard ship. Because there was just two of us.

And he teamed up with some guy from, I mean like a friend, we were. We were of 

the same— we came out of the same shell like we both was black, we both had been 

to Port Chicago and we both had been to prison and all this kind of thing. But

when we got aboard ship he drifted over to a white boy, and I drifted over to another

white boy. I drifted over to Fred Phillips . from Chicago. We became buddies.

I used to cut his hair and he'd cut mine. I did a better job on his than he did on 

mine. But anyway he took up with a guy seem to me oughta been from Minnesota or 

Wisconsin or somewhere in that area. But they became buddies. I've never seen Dixon 

anymore. I don't know what happened to him. I know his home is New York.

RA: I haven't been able to find him yet. But you know a couple of the fellows told

me what you just said. Which is that you had to go through this whole experience 

to finally get to sea or to do the job that you thought you were going to be doing 

in the Navy. And it was also at that point that you were treated with respect.

And the whole Port Chicago experience was j h like just incredible, horrible nightmare. 

JC: It was. No doubt about it.

RA: But finally when you get overseas that's when ...

JC: The results of--well, I'll say this much that I had an enjoyable year on probation.

I didn't have no reason to tear my probation. I was aboard a small ship, a small crew.
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I was not a k xk k on the ship. I was a seaiqan. I did seaman duty. And as far as my 

commanding officer was concerned he le^d me to believe that I was the best seaman 

aboard ship. And if it was anyway I remember him distinctly telling me thatfs all he 

could do. He even recommended me. for Seaman 1st. And was hopeful that 1 could get 

it, but I was turned down at the flagship, because the man looked at my record and 

saw I'd been this and the other. As a result of that experience, that was the only 

thing that I could say that was enjoyable as far as the navy was concerned, and 

then my 61 bill. suffer, hxxstxhxp It was scary, hardships...

RA: When you got out then you came here to Montgomery or..?

JC: No. wah went back home, finished high school, went to college.

RA: Where did you go to college.

JC: Right here.

RA: You've been here ever since.•? And you haven't had any contact with any of the

other guys except.••

JC: No. no.more than... that was the only one.
o 0RA: What about Benn^n /tees.

JC: Yea. I've been in contact with Bees. I found Bees, I found him...

RA: Is he still there?
JC: Yea. He should be right there. But Bees isn't the kind of person that., well,

RA:
I'm not taking anything away from Dees now, His name is/ Bennon Dees. JC: No.

Benton. Dees. He had a twin brother. He was the oldest of the twin. They was going 

to draft one of them. And ho decided he would come. Dees is the kind of person right 

now even though years and years, I guess Dees is still xx living. I have a brother 

i  who lives in Huntsville and when I went to Huntsville I found Dees at A&M College 

working there as a janitor or something. A&M College in Huntsville. I got a chance 

to talk to him, he was working there and seem to me at the bus station.

RA: Well I won't be able to do it this trip. Butnext time I come.. In fact it's

9:30 how far are we from the airport. JC: Right here. RA: I have 10:00 flight.
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I wish I had more time ••

JC: I hope I've helped you,

XKX RA: Yes. greatly,

JC: Others had the same kind... some of the other guys you talked with,
RA: Well yea. You all went through the same thing. Each one sees it a little bit

different perspective because you weren't all in the same divisions, you weren't all 
there at the same time for example Sheppard arrived only a month before the explosion. 

Whereas you and Small were there almost a year before hand. So you have a lot more 

in depth understanding of what was going on there.

JC: Dixon was too. Should have been there a good little bit. Julius. Names like
f .Neeks. from Nashville Term. He s not living any longer because he was about 35 at

that point. I started to say I guess I'm the only person, I don't think I am the only

person, cause the other day I got a call and I thought it was... I got a call from

a guy f. in NY. his name is Willie Gay.
RA: Gay! He was one of the men. Yea.
JC: And I asked him. He called me. I came home and my wife said some guy called you

from NY said his name is Willie Gpy. I said Jay. I don't know no Willie Jay. She 

said well this man said he know you. So I called him. And she said he'd gone through 

the red cross or someway to get in touch with you. I said well if this man want to 

get in touch with me that bad, I better call and see who in the hell it is. I returned 

the call and paid for it. And I said, he answered the phone— couldn't get his voice.

But this was a case where this guy liked me. He was at Port Chicago. My sister at the 
time was in College at A&M and I had., you know kind of sending her money trying to take 

a load off my daddy. We didn't have much money but I sent her a little bit. And Gay
I*

fell in love with my sister through me and was sending m e  stamps, you know what I'm 

talking about. So I didn;t remember. But.. I don't know if Gay went to prison or not. 

RA: Yea. he did.

JC: Well anyway he called me. I mean this week Gay called me and when I came here he

said this is Willie Gay. I said how do you spell your last name. He said G-a-y. I
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said heck my wife got Jay down here. I said Willie Gay. But I've seen him since
then. I saw him in Birmingham football game. I think he and his wife— ----

But anyway he told me he said Jack I was just thinking about you and I've been thinking 

about you for x number of days 1  ̂just got the red cross to get in touch and see if 

they can find out where you are. I said hey man this is beautiful. May I really 

appreciate that.

RA: The red cross. I've got to keep that in mind.

JC: Tha't s how he found out where I was. Phone # and all.

RA.: Do you still have the #. JC: Yea. RA: I'd appreciate it if I could get it 

cause I'd like to...
JC: Let's see phone # is(212)647-2483. His name is Willie Gay Jr. 645 Belmont Ave.

Brooklyn NY 11207. Talking with that guy, I said I asked him^ey anybody contact you 

from Port Chicago, give you a call. He said "no". He said I've been thinking about 

you Jack. How Min lirli rifi jnjji Man I said my sister got 4 kinds kids, 3 boys, 

went on and told him about them. He sure did.

RA: This address is not familiar. I don't think I've sent him anything at that
address. But Sheppard is in NY and Sheppard says that he has occasionally run into 
some of the guys, even though he doesn't have the addresses. But he said he didn't 

talk to anybody.
&X: JC: But who remembered my name?
RQfc Small remembers your name. I think Waldr«^i too. Course I didn't talk to Dixon. 

Sheppard, I didn't ask him.
JC: You didn't talk to Dixon? HA: Julius Dixon-no. Well I talked to him on the

phone and I was going to make the appointment. But then— I never got to talk to him. 

(end of tape)
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anierview with Percy Robinson, May 20, 1978

RA: Why don't we just start right at the beginning--could you tell how you came to

get into the service?

Chicago and I was in the last year, senior. I was 18. My 18th birthday was in 

December, so 1 got drafted in June, went in in July.

RA: What year was that?

PR: '43. This was where I first ran into discrimination that., well.. I've run into

discrimination before but you didn't really call it discrimination. You just call

Camp Berry, Great Lakes. When we went there., well, obviously all the blacks were 

together, all the whites were together. This is normal cause you associate high 

school and stuff like this with the grouping. When we went to eat, they had a big 

whit^house out there we went to eat for lunch, there was two lines. Obviously you 

stood in this line because all your fix friends was in this line. So you look 

around there, there's another line over there that's all white. They were going 

upstairs to eat on the main floor. All the black were going downstairs. This was

people are and they have race riots in Chicago stuff like this. But once you stay 

in the black belt, see, you never had to go out of the black belt in Chicago, you're

at the Navy. On the other hand, this was the first time that the navy let seaman 

in the Navy see. This ix kind of balanced things out a little bit so it didn't

bother you too much./ So you were in training then, fchixyou joined 1943. You 

went to Boot Camp at..?

PR: CAMp Robert Small. RA: How long was that?

PR: Well. 7 drafted. I was in gh high school, School in

* i|it I wasn't supposed to go there, one of those kind of deall But when I went to

the first time... It dawned on me now that discriminating against me. after

ally^you know 18 years old. My mother's from the South, well she told me how prejudice«^

not affected by it as much of it. That was

RA:

PR: Well, it's supposed to be for three.months, we gotout in September I think.

July-August-September. After we got out of boot training, we went home for a week.
We go back. We went back to another camp I think. One kind of camp you go there you wait
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bo get shipped out. That's when we went to Port Chicago from there.

RA: So you went directly to.. Did you have a leave after..?
CPR: We had a leave after boot camp. Then we csa«*p back and we went to another

one of those campjfs up there. They had 4-5 campus up there. Camp Rober Small 

was one of them. But we went to another camp, I forget the name of it. That was 

just waiting to be shipped out, receiving station they call it.

RA: What was the training like at Camp Small?
1Ktt*

PR: Oh the training was nice, ha oh, well, nice in the sense^taught you how to

march how to keep clean. That was one thing that got to me, was cleanliness. You
/

could eat off the floors. If your clothes dirty, if you didn't change your

clothes everyday, or twice a day, underwear and suits^you got penalized for it.
y*v

They was really clean, they taught you cleanliness. ate three squares a

day, which we never did before^ /At least I never did— most of us never did.im l-Me.

A lot of exercising, a lot of drilling. A lot of sports. Work details -- in a 

sense that they mostly penalizing. Work details around the barracks where you kept 

clean, swept the floors, wax the floors, washed the clothes. You learned Jro wash 

your own clothes by hand. Keep your herfrh clean, yourself clean, shave. Most of us 

didn't know how to shave. You learned to shave there, because you have to shave every 

day whether you need it or not. You got bumps and stuff like this but.. And then 

a lot of time was .. well, they taught you how to swim— didn't know how to swim, you 

have to learn how to swim. Learn how to row boats. A lot of sports, football, baseball 

basketball. That was., wasn't no football, but a lot of marching.

RA: Was there any kind of specialize training of any sort with equipment or weapons,

°r..? . ,

PR Well it—wrsrt^t! special, we were like I said, we had 8 hours on the rifle range 

22. That's the extent of the rifle range. Yea, boot training in all fehc special 

skills, the only thing was mostly marching, close drill marching, it was competition^ 

competitive with mostiy everything else. Competiton in marching, competion in keeptig 
your barracks clean. What outfit was the cleanest. Whoever obeyed the orders more? 
Disobeyed orders, like we didn't get up on time, go to bed on time, things you didn't
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do. Like if you,, well a lot of guys would talk back and they get punished for that 

amd if you fight, ha obviously you punished for it,

RA: What rating di you have when you finished?

HR: Well in the Navy, you start off as apprentice seaman. And when you finished your*-

3rd class seaman^ That's like private 1st class in the Armny.

RA: So then, from there you got shipped out to Fort Chicago, Which would have been
m 3about September now. What was it like in Port Chicago, when you arrived?

PR: Oh we got there in Port Chicago I think it was only the three companies there, 1

Our group made they call it the Aee company something like that. No Division 4. There 

was 3 divisions there before. There were only three buildings in the whole place. 3 

barracks and a chow hall and an administration building. No there was 2 barracks because 

there was 4 divisions. There was division 1st floor, 2nd floor, chow hall and admin­

istration building. Big open place^ and a dock^ and JJome ammunition storage bins 

down there. That's about all that was there, .

RA: What was the work itself like?

PR: Work was it was 8 hours or 10--it was 8 hours a day. What it was^whenever a ship

was to be loaded, you come into the dock and then they had go around feho top

the ship. Then you make the ship ready to be loaded. Take off the hatch covers, 

unlatch the wenches, and get them in working conditions. Most of the time the ship was 

already clean, • well a lot of times they had to have carpenter •. some people were 

carpenter mates. They would go around a lay frames in the bottom of the ship so that 

you could load the ammunition on it. You couldn't load it just against the bare walls 

you 'd have to have a framework to load it in. And Once you got it loaded, theTiramed 

sealed it up with the wood, so that it wouldn't move. That's the carpenter's mate

job.

RA: Well black guys carpenters mates?

PR: Yea. RA: There were whites on the base, right. There were the officers and were

there other whites on the base?
PR: The only other whites h h  that... there might have been some chiefs., yea, all the
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officers, like the chief petty officer^ were all white. Lt. and stuff like this. The 

other officers down below like basks bosun's mates 1st class and stuff like that they 

were black. You also had a Marine detachment there for guards. They didn't stay with 

us, they weren't in the same area. They stayed someplace.• I don't know where they 

stayed at., but they stayed someplace else. Thse men, they w ?c integrated.

RA: Yea, the marines were white, right?

PR: Marines, was white. All the officers from chief up were white. Then they had, 

they had some white petty officers which worked in the administration building. Work 

j’X  f U  pA 15 something like that^ medics and stuff like this. But when you got 

down on the ship there, we only had Its., jr grade Its. and up working over groups
. ^  JLdown there. Each hold, seem like most ships have four holdj in em. So^divide division 

up into groups and we worked on these holjs and the groups were called 1-2-3-4. Then 

they had a group that worked in the hol^, half the group worked out the holJ^ j/n  

the docks. So this was Group 1. Cause the guys in group 1 would send the material 

from the dock to the guys in the hol^ in the ship. This g©- all the way down the ship 

line.

RA: What kind of training di you have for the work? once you got there?

PR: None. Hell. They showed us how to work into it. You went down there to work.

with k xh±x k x x x± crews^already there. Like I said whenever we got down there, there

were 3 other dividions there and you worked along side them they showed you how to do

it. It was just hard common labor. Well wasn't any., well the only skill part of the

job was operators. They had to train theirs. But when you worked in the hole/
lx

you had to be able to lift 98 lbs. There was a projector, I'll never forget that 3 inch
sJ

5& ; 3 inch diamond they called it. And it weight 98 lbs. I think that was the lightest
in ^  f-*

thing you had to lift. So you had to^lift 100 lbsjy )iw can work in there. That was one

of the requirements —  if they found out you couldn't lifdt 100 pounds then they take
e>w

you out. Because guys coming down with Hernia^ you'd drop it on somebody. That's what 

they're worried about it. You can drop it on the ground, it wouldn't hurt it none^ 
you know, within reason. But they didn't want *n you to drop the stuff on otherya
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people. Because you drop 100 pounds on somebody else,, well like they had chains, like

they drop the ammunition in the middle, somebody pick it up and give it to guy in chains, 

pass it down.^One guy couldn't hold it obviously^ the chain wouldn't work see. So

Y H 1 work in the hold.

RA: What kind of safety precautions did they have there?

r u . workPR: No smoking. Well there wasn't anything fancy.
i f  T V r  *comes first. Now the^b*"11 driver ̂ putting a load in the holrf .first^you couldn't

go down^ You couldn't descend the ladders. And if you would descend the ladder, the 

couldn't put the material in the hol^. That's the way it was supposed 

to be. Most of the time it worked like that. * The/ guy was half way down, oh you jumped 

off & ladder and started to come up, one said he couldn't stop., things like that. But 

basically that was the extent of the safety. They would shore up the ammunition as 

\  soon as they got one area packed. Another thing about detonators, they never put

detonators below the deck of the ship, they always put them above ^  ship. That 

was for the ship's safety I guess.

RA: So the hBnapfe bombs themselves didn't have detonators in them?

PR: Nojthey wasn't loaded. If you had detonators you'd stack them up between the
*—1------ — ------ - RA:

mast* of the ship— well, they'll be up above board. X/ The idea was then you start

at the bottom of the holJ and then with the wooden frmes you xhmii just build up

from the bottom all the way Up, loading the ammunition and..

PR: That's right. And after the first couple of days, you be working on top of

ammunition. Then., like some of the holls were., like some ships were 3-4 stories

deep. So you go way down 4« the bottom of the stuff

RA: Incrdible. How long would it take to load the ship?

PR: Well, a lot of ships ir well look at here.. Now this is., ixXhink well like

sometime like a week maybe on three hour shifts. Now you work 3-hr shift^you 
. A/ »'r ft* WCO

ammunition.atwUî __________  already there. It would take about h week

on an average ship. Do I have the ins and outs..? No, I guess I don't. See, like
about a week-, between ships. And at that time we only had facility tothis is
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load two ships. And 1 only worked on one at a time. So this means ^  1 worked on

this one about a week. yea. Then sometimes if they were waiting for certain type

of ammunition that didn't show up then you just sit there.. But usually a week.

But what's so fascinating about it when they came., when the ship came into the dock

well for us city people, standing out there looking at the ship way out there about

three stories up. When it left you^stand at the dock^look afcxd down at the ship.

You could spit over the ship see, it was so loaded with that garbage.

RA: What was the pace of the work?
t—  ------------- '

PR: Oh, it was as fast as you can go. It was challenge. RA: Challenge?

PR: Yea, what happens is that I fton't knovj it was ji a spy psychological situation

where., nobody really had anything to gain by working hard, see, cause the leader 

you had was a 3rd class bosman's mate. So that's like a sargeant, like a buc)4gt. 

So that was only two grades between you and him. Cause see I was Seaman 2nd class, 

only two more to go^ # o get to his grade. So there wasn't any incentive to work 

hard there. But there was some kind way they got rivalry between the groups and

the divisions. For some reason each group wanted to be the toploading group see.

0 il * $ - *- 5^J _ here we are^xHK you know^we're working down here and I'm

rivalring against group #2 to load more ammunition than ea* Never think about why-­

why the hell am I here rivalring against you for? For what reason. I guess the

patriotic thing. Delucci.the Lt./ he kind of built up a patriotic feeling some kind
£  / \  *----- ~~ ----------------- ------- 1

of wa|i that the boys needed this, they couldn't exist without it y/know. It was

important you got the ship out on time. The only way to get the ship out on time is

that ammunition got to be loaded. Nobody's going to load it but us. We are the only

ones. It gave you kind of an important type deal. But when you look in the paper you

find that there must have been a thousand of em ammunition ohapg of around. For a

while you felt like you were the only one loading the ship for the seas. But anyway

they got you psyched up. Like a coach get a football team psyched up. Like you'vep—■— ______- ----- -----—— -----— — -

lost 9 games you've got to beat a team, see. What the hell I'd got to beat this team 
for..? but jranxRkiac you're doing it y/know.

RA: The officers would do this then? How would they do it, do you remember.
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anything off hand?

PR: Well, like I told you , they would say that., we are going to make an invasion

or our country's going to make this invasion someplace, we need this ammunition for 

this type of battle \r^vSj for this invasion or for something like this^ î or some

purpose. They give you a purpose*. Everything was top secret yo you couldn't pin it

down. P  */____ __________ what the hell, invasions coming off everyday. So it was
one of those things. Anyway, they would talk to you. Let me see if 1 could be specific.

about how they did it. 1 don't know, it was., it got down to where it was a ¿personal
thing with LinnLi life the groups. We used to brag about how many box cars we load against

,(■ -the next group. 1 think they used to post it., posting on a board^if 1 remember right. 

I'm not sure. Which group loaded the most tonnage. Yea. that was an important thing 

the word tonnage. We used to use this. Each boxcar narried so many tonnage. And 

most gKKxdK guySywere the guys that loaded 16 inch |sxh$kk£hxx projectiles wifeh the 

on^ that used to W 1^  all the time because obviously^2,000̂ that's 1 ton see.

Thing about it it was easier to handle one ton than it was to handle those little bit^^n 

things. work. Because one ton I can drop one down at a time. Take 0

VO IJJt over to the wall, see. Whereas if you took a box which came infs 9 I

think it was 9 or 12 ±KKh 3inch 56's in a box, well one guy could lift up 12 of those* xtr
things out and puc them-in with a chain, see. Tha other took a lot longer loa^ the

than the big ones. And everybody used to think that wasn't fair. So we 
used to switch holis because of that effect. What'd we used to get for that? Oh, 

we used to get flags. Oh yea, 1 remember now. They had a., whoever was the best ocA* 

loading xxfch would carry a flag on their barracks. I think that's what it was, I'm 

not sure but I think I remember that. Because the flag used to pass from one barracks 

to the other--whoever loaded that week the most tonnage. That there was a contest 

between em. That's what it was.
RA: What happened if a group or division, didn't come up to par as far as what they

:t *wfecrftT expect Ul to load?
PR. Well, if I remember right, there was always somebody weak in the group, they'd

C w W j  nJ
move en out of the holV and put him on thedoc*. The dock was .. •«a.iging the dock
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for some reason seemed •• well, see that was something else, a stigmatism. Thé guys 

who worked in the holds eemed to have a better status than the guys who were working 

for the dock. I don't know why. Well, the ones in the hoi«/.got rated quickerthan 

the ones on the dock for some reason.

RA: They gotrated quicker?

PR: Yea, you got your promotion quicker. Least the promoted the guys faster in the
holc^than they did on the dock. This got to be a stigmatisai between the people inside 

the group too.
RA: Was there any threat of penalties, if they didn't do it, or slow it down?

PR: To be honest with you, I just can't remember that. I don't think so. I think
UitS

the only time we got penalized you hnov^ you break the basic rules like awol.
y«*>

you fight, gamble. ^Got penalized for those things. You disobeyed orders obviously 
you got penalized. Bread and water was^popular^, punishment. I didn t remember^right 

now I don't^ they might have been.
RA: Was there any time when guys division or group would deliberately slow down,

if there was a problem or grievance or something like that?
PR: Oh, yea, I think we had some., yea, we gotinto^about promotions I think. There

was a slow down at one time forsome reason« 1 think it was hbout promotions. 1 think
1-v.

they promoted one group--well, everybody felt they should promote oneAeach hol«^.at a 

time. They picked one group^they promoted 2-3 guys in that group. If the group was 
a good working group--that was the group I was in. Yea, somebody., the rest of the

guys got pissed off about itAI think they slowed down. Yea, we had a guy in our group

from Ohio State Univ, he was acollege man, football player.
I/** P--& tv

That dude could work. He^f ladies man, good looking dude you know. Big guy. He and
good

I got promoted same time. We were in the same group. We had a real/group though see.

Another guy from Ohio too. Doug Williams and Bill Smith and all those guys. We had
some pretty big guys in our group, see. I wasn't too big but I used to be an o« football 

er £  1  weight liftxng prize figihter before I got in the service wfazai ^  in the service, so
I held muscles, I could work. We were a really good group, really good... that's why we

named
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got the promotions and the other groups .. This was within the^division now. About

the other divisions, I don't know. This was in the 4th division. For some reason
A o A jlyou just didn t associate with the other groups. Cause one reason because inn^cwn * 

UwlAu) u<
wp mlpbc, W t  £ee they had three ships. You never did see *>*. The i

you hear from them islike wha if you came in off of a ship or shift like we did,

obviously we., like if our ship left early 3:00 in the morning. We start working the

graveyard shifts and so on. We get £» 4:00. These guys who worked all night long,
J  Ia*- .
^  all day long, they're sleeping nowr^maki*g all this damn noise, you catch hell from

^  them. If for example, we were on the 1st floor, we are on the 2nd floor, they are

^ on the 1st floor, we cam in ^ we had^walkai through their barracks to go upstairs

and all night long, we are taking showers stuff and., that's when the feud start, see. 

Because they are on a different shift and they were still sleeping. They had to get 

up in the morning and go down and load that ship. We'd be waking them up. Yea, that 

was some of thethings that you had. Other than that, the rivalry was mostly in 

athletics•

RA: How did the guys feel about the danger of the work itself?

S PR: Well, they really didn't believe it was any danger to it. You had a sense butCy &r6w  \i
you didn't, yi K>t A» «whan they was on the artillery range. ,

v*/—  ■
until just before tht happened^they used to send us to gunnery school because...

why'd they send us to gunnery school. I don't know, but they did it. But until that
t*Htime you never saw a shell explode. It's like working with gas a gas stove. Be 

dangerous but you think.what the hell, it don't blow up... But we had some funny 

experiences that we had^learned' about things •• like 16 inch projectile, that's one 

the battleship shoots. Well each battleship has different color dye in the nose of 

the projectile, this is so that kb if two or three battleships shoot at a target and 
one of them is off, they can tell by the color of the explosion, which one is off.

<lsWell this dye is under pressuri— d. down at the tip of the projectile— it is pressurized.

Well, if you bust the nose against a piece of., if you break the seal on it, it squirts
out. And if you see a bomb sitting there psssst, you see like in the movies, that's 

1 y «i-̂ i
like a fuse.y. Looks like itlcauld explode* N<w that happened to us one time. This is
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what they should have told us about that. We should have went to school or something 

to learn ±fcx about something like this. The first time it happened,3 - 4 guys broke
i èè p h . htheir leg trying to get out the damn ho lofer. If you've ever been down^a ship ei*a ' 

ho 1^  they've got a about this big. It’s wet ̂ -.because it’s dewy. We were

down in the holJ- working^hey dropped one of thèse things down there. You spin

around to get them in holc^sometime lose control because they are wet, and the thing 

hit against the bulkhead^said pphhhhht. Red stuff start coming out. Well, hel^ y  

10-12 guys trying to get out of the hol«^ at the same time. Well, you can't do it.

It's funny now, but it wasn't then. /}couple of guys broke their leg?trying to get out 

of that hol^. And then people laughed at us because we weren't familiar with the 

situation. And then tiawfc evidently it had happened before, see. It was kind of a 

funny joke to some people.

RA: When you went to work there you really had no idea about £h±x the structure of the

bombs or..?

PR: We didn't even know what it looked like. You pick up the projectile see, and you 

say well hell, where's the fuse at. Obviously the fuse ain't in it. But you never

— „ Now lately they started werfe/ Now, I think

when they started getting more people on the base, the base started getting bigger they 

hsx did have ordinance schools they called it^ f y pX-yXx.

RA: This was before the explosion?
TX>~i

PR: Yea, well. see.before the explosioiu getting more people. They built more barracks.
7 ^  .The thing was growing. When we first got there>Afirst few months we were there^ ¿they 

didn't have that kind of thing. But they did have some kind of ordinance school. Then 

they used to send the guys to gunnery school to,learn how to shoot guns on the ships^

3 inch guns on the shipj. machine guns also.

RA: How did the guys feel about just general conditions there? and so on. Was there

many grievances or the guys seem to find it ok? What was the general attitude?

PR:^General attitude from what I §2th£. It was great. Cause you know most of us
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were 18 and just out of high school. Most of us .. well no, they came from every place
0MM UAOyi

but you knoWj come out of fefre area^you didn't have any thing to start with^most of

the guys didn11». and thanM o w  you've got a bed, you've got a locker. Got a place to 
i UJ<keep your clothers. You have 3 squares a day, whichsoever ate 3 squares a day mostly 
anyway. And you worked. And then you had a ball. After you had liberty you went to 

town. ^  Temporary thing^ you know. When we first got there we didn't

have no problems. No, I couldn't remember any gripes. No more than., well let's see 

what did we have gripes about— must have had gripes about something. No because^they 
<K recreation hall. Th©« n*A nr.—« i»f ¡Lbuilt this ?0<3 recreation hall. Thay-organiBed uyg thinking..

well I know we had a bowling alley, two lanes.

RA: That was the recreation hhll right? That/ wasn't built til fairly late though
right?

FR: Yea, that was late. This was the end.

RA: In fact I think in the records I found it said something about the recreation hall
was built like June 44.

PR: Just before the blow up. No I think most of our troubles were with the City of

Oakland^ Frisco. because they arc prejudice. Little town of Port Chicago wasn't 
i Toprejudice. We go downbeat and drink anyplace down there we want to. Cause they only 

frVhad a few places you can ga. Port Chicago pretty nice place.

RA: Oh, yea. It was okay. So guys can go there and be served.

PR: Yea, that was the first place I'd ever drank an ale. In fact I didn't even know

ale existed til I got down there. <mr ( | One arm bandits,

you know they had them down there. The poker tables that you see in the Western^ poker 

table with the green lamp over it, the green table round table,4this one dude sitting 

there with those things on his arm, they had them down there. AJust like the old western 
days. That's about the extent of that little town.

RA: Were these places open to the black guys or was it certain areas...?
gR: You mean that little town? RA: In port Chicago. PR: Yea, you can go there.

W  a. ikMKYea, we went there. Now you wans't going to with the people cause you get
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wiped out. But we used to play^one^arm bandits. We just went all the time I was there. 

The otherplaces.• one place I know we couldn't go was.. Well that was in Pittsburg Calif. 

Pittsburg was restricted. Well, not restricted just that you didn't go downtown. They 

didn't want you downtownl You stayed on Black Diamon Street in Pittsburg. Oakland,
. V . y  y l t O L .  < rV-^ S~*-w**%

Frisco was ^  ^ _____- . Well, I guesj£ Chicago same—same»but we never went downtownj*K
W *

Chicago, cept going to the movies. ^never went to the nightclubs down there or taverns•• 

well I guess we did too. Chicago was prejudice in a sense.• well if you went to north 

side. Well I don't know. But I know downtown the big hotels, they didn't want you down 

there in Chicago. But we went to some nightclubs down there because •• yea, they had 

a couple in Chicago you could go to«», downtown. We check^black artists down there,
C  )

In Oakland, you had certain areas you go to. What was really bad about the ̂ m

on a Sunday, .you couldn't go on a AOakland was bad, because Count Basie be

Sunday, you had to go on a Monday. Cause on a Sunday the white people were.A . No
> ,

kidding, it was a big joke. Like the Oakland auditorium, thny am* np dances there
I /J w « j f p

night/ Same band now, they play Sunday night. JH,*] f t  S

I guessV^3W W ,,i«®®i» Now frisco was a little different. You could go to some of the ° r p m  to
real expensive places in Frisco.

FA: What was the relations like between the enlisted men and the white officers?

PR: Well, tell you what, pretty good. Well, I wonm't say that. I'll take that back.

My personal point of view, I had one guy stand up for me as godfather, the executive 

officeV Li. .That's why I become a Catholic down there. I'd been associated
l  TU.

with the Catholic Church all my life. I used to box with ̂ Catholic Church in Chicago

but never really was a Catholic. So when I went to the base there, I took lessons to

become a Catholic. Then when got baptized, somebody would stand up for you, that was

a Catholic, So Lt. M  stood up for me. I got baptized^Christmas eve^lst year

I was there in Martinex California. There was achurch up there. Delucci was our
f M r

officer ^  4th division. I didn't like him too well. None of the guys really liked
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him too well. But they respected the guy. 

BA.: What was he like?
PR: He was scared. He was always blaming the laws or the navy 0» the conditionsn  /fvw wiv k w \  u* r v Q  y *

. n < \ithat's the rules. He would back up behind the rules, never 
K tmake a decision without the.. I guess a Lt. couldn't do much.A /

FA: Was he a young guy himself?
PR: No, he looked like he's old guy. Like he was in his 30's. It wasn't no love

between us. You didn't really like the guys, but you didn't hate them either. Because 

they were the bosses^they were the ones that lgdde you work so hard. But it just seemed

like xh once you got there^ You got on liberty when you wanted too, well when you were

supposed to. If you made some bad mistakes, you really didn't get out too

bad. But there was no love between the., there was none. Like Elwood, now see
/(_ Elwood—would have got me out of this court martial if I had said yea. You want to

bJt C ** J| ♦** 1 >1/ i / , *»stay here. Let's go. Get your bags you can go,^leave right now.
jt Tte- ̂ 4 Ho thaopitf he was my godfather but you just weren't going to leave,.

r  “  *
you know, you're young, you say what the hell, this is where I'm supposed to be. So

' ̂  \  you stayed. Now some of the guys backed out that way, got out that way. Some of the 

guys give em a break^say let's go. ^
^  ̂  BA: Let's go where? y  0s* ****) !*♦*'*-

PR: Back to work. You know, you're in prison. The man say, you want to leave.

I

Hi

8

■

^LWvi/t pick your bags up let's go. Just like that. That was kind of tempting because it
1 VJI+V tv.««-

was no fun being in stockade» B̂ eaitse egotistical guards., no fun at all being in 

stockade.
BA: What happened the night of the explosion?
PR: The night of the explosion, well, let's see. That day, that week I'd been taken

off my regular cruifae see« I was., k k see since my wus^the executive officer
T U y  *^*+*9

of the base, they were trying to find a decent spot for me.^seem like you've got
enough education, you'll be able to do something besides work on the docks. Well, yea
I can maybe paint some signs —  I was artist type. Can you drive a truck. They



tried to get me a job driving a van— that drove people J. ^
couldn^: drive lao^van but well«. .̂ * lw^ tu\ j {X* t~

* "i ’ ---1--------- tJo- ^
W e' l l put you on̂  ewe make a driver outcha. I was going to U>i*nA> dtiving

school then« On the day«, on the ship that exploded haw I worked on that ship that

morning loading the.« running the wenches on that ship. But I was down there on

trial., you know/ I was learning, trying to teach me to operate the wenches on the

ship.

RA: So you hadn't been trained before fch on the wench? You were learning on the job?
PR: No. Before I worked in the holJL l^ot off work 4:00 thpfday p^Tthe ship^—
that ship was loaded too^jack, it was way down, it was about ready to leave--it was 

full. ^Come home and shower and you go down to the rec hall and play some pool or 

something. But I didn't go the movie that night. They usually have a movie every 
night. But I came back, my bed was fight in front of the window. Top bunk, one of 

those big modem barracks, the whole wall was glass from 4 ft up. As soon as lights 

out— taps they call it, all the lights go out, jumpX, up in the bed jack and sit there 

and all of a sudden everything lights up, just like that,^about 10 5- 20^lights go out
10:00 1 think. About ±£x 10:20, 10:15 xh this thing went off. I was sitting in the

a i ~ 1 *'ve­
toed see the whole window thing comes right through. / sitting right there

in your underwear. We were on the- first floow too. Then you hear stuff falling on
top h£ see, obviously you're going to fall out of the bunk onto the floor and crawl

under the bed, see, keep the stuff from falling on you. The guy next to me he didn't
v  k w x  tV**\.*

make it. Well, he didn't get out of the bed, well anyway" *..... * ' - - /l
the beam hit him in the shoulder, busted his off. He was Che only guy that

got really hurt in the area where I was. What's amazing after the thing was over,

you jumped up. get your flashlight, run around,dude's saying "man, where is Joe at."
w»*fV PJvc«,

Cat saiduJoe over  ̂ e^aer man, he got wiped out." The guy looking at me,
he don't know who I am.  ̂ I got hit in the face. My face

got really messed up. This is the only hole I got left. They did a pretty good job 
on my face, and my left arm, ^ » pp got holes in it, big holes in my left arm.

pg 14
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RA: That was from the glass? $£^1 ^ / m i  ^  H  ^ 1

I cAl ***\ ,̂ 'U/C»PR: What's amazing though everything was just cut, skin 1 / ‘ full of blood.
'■'* y*\*

y^These flashlights, trying to look around, trying to find people. .Look in a person's
r / W c  to#place you couldn't tell who they were.

RA: After the explosion, you were taken to the hospital or..?

PR: Yea. I think it was Camp Stoneman. It was an army camp. North. Just before

you get to Pittsburg. Camp Stoneman. What happenec^ we had some ambulances there see.

So all the people that needed medical treatment, take them to the area and then take

them up to the hospital. Some officer told us to do that see. That was., one ambulance.

Took trucks, ^ truck^s, there tooy^ For some reason, whjr I guess the explosion
messed up the highways. Traffic was heavy. 1 guess what happened it blew down all

the trees and stuff because that whole little town got almost wiped out. The concussion

went out, there's a hill up here, like this is a hill and Port Chicago is just down
Vv»f" Cr**4-

like this, well the compression went over the house, hil-i the hill came back down the 
So ^

hill a lot of houses laying toward the explosion. Yea, all the houses were laying..f\ N
had pushed them over, laying fcha like the concussion came back this way instead of 

tor the lake side.

RA: The barracks themselves were they pretty I guess they were pretty wiped out too?
j - p  > * * ¥ * * “ ,PR: Yea, but they stood. They didn't fall down. right through the

I

barracks. The rec hall fell down, though. The theatre^just collapsed. But it was 
closed, nobody was there.

RA: What did you, or the guys feel was the cause of the explosion?

PR: The guys felt that, well^ from fcke discussion, they felt that it was an accident

because the crew that was brung on when we left were., they were on the night shift so
ftwA •- ,

they were beginners, see. They were new group. New group of people usualy have tm

4 © ____________ • It's funny though^you should have older ^  K 1 but they w e d  J

%© have new Ui ̂ <rŷ v  You can get an accident down there. We've had some

accidents already down there before^ You know like you start up on one side your 
W  freezes^see and they shouldn't but it does. Like you have joist steam
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wenches and you had two separate steam engines, one on each side see. You've got two 
6*/ flWv

cables *̂19 on aao^ rty$u've got £h a motor that drives each cable. You've got to control 
N *̂ 4 /«p

each one, M k c  one of em freeze, you're running the other one. Obviously like having
a stiff arnryou pull on the other one, it's not going to come up, it's going to run

ui 0Vinto the side of the ship the ammunition,^ whatever you're carrying. If you're

carrying detonators, you've got a problem, see^ Cause they are going to blow up.

If you1re loading detonators. MT time tee do this. Now you can,, the rest of tha^r
garbage jww you can run through the side of the shi^probably won't blow up* Usually
when the shipfs loaded, the last thing you load is detonators. That's ±x the last
thing you put on the ship* These ships, both of them I think. Well one of them is

j palmost loaded and the other one was ready to do-it I guess. That's why they were
-fVOL.

loading that ship. That's what we would think, /yDetonators that they were loading
jUSt MKHfe iS<<h them up. Well, nobody ever said it was sabotage. But man the

docks sure was messy when you went down clean it up. Some of the guys went

back down there.said.bones and stuff stuck in these woods. I didn't go back because A A
I stayed in the hospital all the time,

RA: So you were at Stoneman?
PR: Well, at stoneman for that one night. And then the next day, they took us to

Mare Island. That was the naval hospital,

RA: So when did you get back with the division, then?
PR: Well, we went back to the dividision^ I guess^maybe a week after that. Because
the rest of the guys had moved over to Mare Island^ The ones that weren't hurt. So 

after I got out the hospital, you know^I was always able to walk. But got my faced 
all worked over. I still had bandages on, when I went back to work, shit.. A lot of 

us still had bandages when we went back to work,
RA:: What was it like, then in the time between the explosion and the time between., 

well August 9 when you were ordered back to work? You said the guys were talking 

axnongs themselves, what was,,?
PRA: No it wasn't. See everybody was thinking about going home. That's the main

thing. When we got back together before we had to go back to work, I think the talk
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was going home--we*re all talking hbout going home. Everybody was scared, too# Cause 

you drop a box, dudes be running around. •• ^ 7 slam a door^ People be jumptfing
around. )\^- crazy. See everybody was still nervous, you know. Just scared I guess.
noise and stuff like that. And everybody was thinking about going home. First time 

they ordered us to go back to work, y/know we had little \  0 *»*,. f i t  

/)* ship com&g’ in^jtie lines down and go up and open hatches up. That was about 2 -3
u shours work. That's how they gofr'itc conned hock into getting back to work. See, well 

we've got... just to keep you guys busy, keep you from getting bored. We've got a little 

a job for you. So we go out and do little job first. Next couple of days, we weren't 
doing nothing • Go back and do another little job (end of side 1) Well, so finally 
they got us back on regular duty. Unloading regular ships. -&o man, you know, we

were supposed to go home andr-kept^ feuyp, no there ain't gonna be leaves.

Can;t go home. Then everybody g*t kind of unhappy with it. Cause nobody objected to
going down doing the little bitty jobs, a couple of hours tie up, make a ship ready, or

v ---------- ------ '------ .
either close it up after the leaves. Like the ship is all loaded, you've got to put

the hatch covers back on, seal them up you've got to close up the wenches and stuff
Uj #<^Wv( ̂  ^  O t'vfvji

like this. This was^you knov^ easy job, null a wto ■aty prf. work. You could do it with

faxa bandage^ one hand not working, see. £fxy Well, if you had one hand they'd make you

hatch You sit there tell

4-1 a  Big joke cause you stand there

t hem mliiuh—lub A  CH .

with one hand, M U  stupid because
the people there. Cause Mare Island Naval Shipyard was the place that they used to 

load ships before we got there. They gtrc boys KHxkxx there working there before, we

got there. But it was.. I don't know why they did it. Anyhow, I guess they did it
A tfW| £,1. \ J \ W<-

’ J J or something like that. ^You know^kept asking to go home. Well, we kept

asking our petty officers about going home. So one day when we got down there, Delucci
/ h , +

said forward March you're going to «unload taa this ship. "Oh no we ain't1̂  ***' «|
¡1^ )os> /r <t, ?•****

We didn't go in 15 minutes, so they called the SP's out. We still didn't go. So we
just went on back to the barracks. That's when the thing started.
FA: Had guys considered what they were going to do? When they were ordered back to
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loading?

PR: Yea, we said. We just decided when they wouldn't let us go home, we wans't going
SfrM ^ J V*» I

to work. Sff we're entitled to go home, and , ---f books # _
T ^ V.6*dh £ ^ t c f  ett iv < k j  ( L  u m\j C±J~antLsat-weunded. ' '  ^ u\i gV>v

go &££

RA: fiSap^Er^io^the book you said?

PR: Yea, somebody quoted it from the

PR: Yea,^Rlue Jacket's vs k m e or something. But nobody really checked it. I know

I xxxii didn't check it. I assumed it. If anybody ask me today, if you get wounded 

what happens after that? You go home. You go to the hospital and you go home. But 
whether that's true or not, I guess a lot of guys went to the hospital and went back 

out there and fight again. That's something you didn't know about it. We felt like

_______________ -we got hurt too. That's a joke though. Yew 1 d-wake up in the morning,
walk out in the morning, excuse the expression, with your shoes on your hands, gloves 
on your feet, and say, ysm want to eat some pussy, ̂ you go back to the states just like 

that>dude. No kidding. Guys will do that. They'll be back at Pearl Harbor.vritting
J  „  y p A m  r»~a letter, welll still laughing at them. Ofehtir guys, when they want to go home.. You

just walk out there one day and we had a, our CO^he just could not stand no queers. If

you pat him/°?ear? he might shoot you^dude. I mean, you could hit get away by .. you

could hit him with your fist and your hand .. but don't pat him on the rear end. 
l/vltfWc/

Them guys^goxag home. I don't know, I guess the navy had a thinfe against homosexuals, 

queers, and just like that (snap) you're out. That's one way you can get out. I dont*
pctjyU 6-s J

care what else you did, you cauld shoot you wouldn't get out of jail... out of the 

navy.

book. c*.some page. RA: Blue Jacket's Manual?

RA: Before yout  were ordered back to loading ammunition, had you heard anything about

what was happening with any of the other divisions^ like whether they had been ordered 

back to loading or what had happened or anything like that?
PR: No because, in our case., see the other dividions was fchai the... well, for some

reason, our dividion got moved to Mare Island. A lot of them didn't. Some stayed at 

Port Chicago. I don't know.
RA: How many were there in all at that time?
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PR: I'll be darn if I know, cause there's so many new peoples. Some of them stayed there
-k J»Port Chicago, «_____ _____  and stuff like that. No, I can't remember if there was a tie

between ours and theirs. I just don't remember. I don't know whether they went on strike 
first over there and we followed or we went first and they followed or whether they went 
on strike at all.

RA: Did the guys think of it as a strike?

PR: Well, yea. It was defiance. Well, if you don't let us go home, we aint gonna work.
v--------------M

It tiras one of those kind of deals.

RA: This is what the guys said amongst themselves.

PR: Yes, that's what we all decided. Said hell, okay, that's what we're going to do.

They won't let us go home^no sense in working.

RA: What did you think was going to happen?
'V _ H i
-F* PR: We felt they were going to let us go home. Noj we had agreed that there was too many

fpr them to. ... _ v t f U f  *(-of us £h put us in jail. Gee¿, lot's strike, VaJ«« but you know it

I

ù

\rJ< j
was that age, we were thinking that way. ho was thinking, yoo-y- wo oo4d we don't want to

W *  \ ' - ,
go to work,^get mad<£, they 'll let us go home. The put us in a p  J HV* we

didn't think we'd get shot though. We didn't think you could shoot people for this kind

of stuff. We go to brig., that's better than going down there on that damn ship. What

they gonna do with you in the brig. We had been to the brijig before. So hell, forget it.
I K *

I guess all your little grievances that come out, built up long before it. A lot of things
a l l  J

you didn't like before, you just didn't do anything about em. But now they're*pile-up now.
I'kiwk.i'*)

I guess you put em all together, just sit back thereA Remember the time we worked so damn 

hard man on a special ship all night cause sometimes there be some rain, out there working
?ron ships when it's raining, slip and hurt yourself and get busted^ No special compensation

v  . u r f
or nothing. Just another piece o>£ meat. You know all this stuff builds up. Like

gj.a lot of people used to get strain, get hernias. Hernias a#e common. I got mine in my

ears. Rather than get hernias I got a that comes up through your ears and
you

what happens is that your eardrums go off for some reason, don't work no more. ̂ Wake up 
one morning you cnn*t hear* You're locked up off. Because you strain yourself see, you 

can strain.• I went to the other bit see.. I wished I had a hernia instead of that.
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You incur a hernia goes away. But everybody had bits of little things
little dissatisfaction^ I guess this one way this come to a point. So we didn't think., 

we felt? the wors^, they could do is put us in the brirtg. and^get transferred some of o u g ~V 
duties. That's usually what you do.l^ien you do something badj /they put you in the brig 
and they transfer you someplace else.

RA: So that's what you expected, either you'd be able to get the leave and go home or
get transferred?

trans feiT̂ Ss
9T f

someplace else. .Least youPR: Yea, go to the brig^do 3-4 months, then

get away from the ammunition. I mean you can't quit you know. y  l\.*V<K hio qA .v\Cj .̂ 

This is one way of getting away from it. You just got tired of it.

RA: 1 guess I'm still not clear though on how it is the whole group was able to., because

there were different. • there was the 4th division and the 8th division and the 2nd division. 
That all refused to go back.

PR: Oh you mean the tie in between the two. RA: Yea. how was it?

PR: There must have been sane kind of communication between the two some kind of W&y.

But damri if I can remember you know. Because when I got out of the hospital and got back 
— got back to the group—  yea, that's the first thing that happened when I got back Jaeme 

when I got back from the hospital, everybody's talking about going home see. Then we didn't 

gn 7. i*tg we didn't go to worl^ so immediately^some charges. They just moved us from Mare 
Island to some •• They put us on some barges, some floating barracks someplace.
RA: This was after.•?

PR: Refuse^to work, yea. RA: okay, put you on a barge. PR: Yea it was a floating
barracks someplace they put us. And I think that was when the put all the dividisori* who

didn't go back to work together. If I remember right. But there was no., well from my

point of view, my level in the group, I wasn't a groupie or anything to squad leader. There
O v d  P-ĵ 6T U sk

was no communication between 4th division-«»tltoigu sms two divisions. There might have been 

some along the line^ but I wasn't aware of it. If I was aware of it, I just can't

remember. I just don't know.. I just can't.•
RA: What happened on that barge?
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PR. That was with., well we were guarded see, once you were put on that barge you

A*

couldn't off see. They had wash rooms on there and everything else^ bunks where you could 

sleep at but you douldn't get out because they had guards. So you was confined. Some type 
of confinement.

RA: Was that barge big enough for the whole.• there was 250 some odd men?

PR: Yea, khabut there was more than one barge though. There was 3-4 of them. A lot of them

down there. For some reason... but I really can't picture it good that's fchnabout the only
p\o* I've been that I can't visualize in detail what it was. But it was barges because there 
was only one guard. You couldn't get out the other side, because it was water out there.
RA: So ymi was strung together. PR: Yea, strung together yea. Like there were more than
a dock. Each barge had a guard. X

RA: Okay, so you're on the barge and then KhKXK were you there for a couple 3 days or

so. What happens during that period on the barge?

XXX RA: What did the guys think was going to happen or what was••?

PR: Well, they were getting kind of concerned about getting the short end Hfxxkh of the stick, 

because th^ tone had changed from going home or going to the brig. Well^we had one more hope 
when we saw., this happened before we had this admiral come out and talk to us. We didn't 

know we'could get shot you know. But anyway everybody was getting conerned about, w»lre 

trying to figure out whxk how what happened. Because I remember barges. 1 remember the 

meeting we had on / with the admiral. After that ••
RA: Was there a meeting on the barge?

PR: No, it was too small to have a mefeting there.

RA: Yea, cause in the testimony there was reference at the court martial of the 50 guys,

there was reference to a meeting on the barge.
PR: Oh, you mean among the people. RA: Amongst the guys, yea.
PR: Well, if you want to call it a meeting. # It was a discussion, yfc was constantly
sitting there all day long. Well, I guess, it could have been. We discussed it in groups.

JI guess.• yea*, it wasn't anything official. It wasn't a call a meeting that I can remember.
„ „„ 1 .maybe there was, some meetings ther§Well, maybe not/-it depends on how you define meeting.

4
f t
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We sit around in groups and discussed it, yea,

BA: What was the general feeling*

PR: General feeling was that we were going to get the short end of the stick. We wouldn*t
f W «/ ^  J O ♦*» | |v Co

get to go home. A We wasn't going to go home, un4iAl — _______work. And I guess like in

all meetings, there are some people more outspoken than others. I guess they were picked

out as leaders or something. ■ or -dircctora- of lead erg-. Maybe they were*S^ the leaders.
Tl~*' > .

But to ma, leaders-^ / . j came out of a gang oriented situation in 

Chicago. That didn't mean ^aSers to me. What the white man call it is something else. 
Maybe it was leaders^but to me that wasn't a leader.

BA: Was the general feeling amongs the guy to stick it out.

PR: Yea, we were stubborn. We were stuck you know. We made a commitment. There was
a few guys, a very few, wanted to change their minds but most of the people were clear.*

t tThis is the way they are going to act, hell with them then. I guess we really didn't 

realize what «the...ordeal ois anything was like. Well we've been to the brig couple of 

times but you figure.• well, I don't know^we were figuring, but •• you just mad. Just 

Pi s§!̂ off. Hell with em they can't shove us around like this. So you take what you get.
A t

You know figure well, you don't care what they're going to give you. ^Least you didn't 

think you were going to get shot.
BA: What about the mutiny Did anybody expect that there would be a mutiny

charge?
PR: Well, we didn't even know what mutiny meant. Well we thought mutiny was something 

like when you kill people and take over something. That's as far as the word mutAAy meant 

to us. But we didn't know you could define that as being a mutiny— disobeying orders.

BA: Was it even discussed though?
PR: Well, theajsys said we're going to be charged with mutiny. I think it came up with
them. BA: Who said that? PR: Delucci. BA: Oh, Delucci. PR: Said you're going to

' i-i ru*-y * i think .we're kind of , _//, /be charged with mutiny. Say, iJJte a joke^ cause xixx/stupid. Mutiny
* U n ' s  u/L4"f v i nf- smart ass talk. We didn't kno^we were talking 4b> but., it was serious and we

just thought that., we didn't believe the guy. We thought the guy was full of bullshit.
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Can't charge mutiny. Nobody took o^ver a ship you know. That's because we didn't know

what mutiny meant. It didn't mean anything to us. We didn't think.• The only time it

got to a point, when that man said you can be shot for committing mutiny during time of

war, see, when the country's at war. Then we said, well we'll go back and check this.
o+jr*l

So we checked around say how many been shot for mutiny. We didn't have^Lnformation.
ftiM / V ^  sji;

J  11.. J  1   « ‘U rtf’ * .  Q rm iD  0“I1\7G T.7A111 f\ CQ17 +"Vl OCouldn't find one or two dudes been shot. Some guys would say that anyway,

you know to boost up this you're ego, whether you believe it or not is something else.
I A (

But that was the sense^they couldn't rjiin»n**i S'v*«
RA: Okay, so the guys want to go home or want to get transferred, how are you going

to let the t  ***** officers know this?
BR: Well we talked to the Petty Officers. EA: Petty officer, these are black patyi
petty officers? PR: You know, Boyer. I think Small— one of the guys that stayed.
Because they stayed associated with us evenA they didn't go along with the strike, at least 

Boyer didn't.
RA: Boyer didn't -- Small did. .
PR: Small di$, yea. So we went through Small to Boyer. And Boyer ¡ms talking to Delucci. 

Because Delucci say I don't want •• Well delucci well, thain of command was Delucci never 

talked to us. Well, if he talked to us he talked to us with the botsun mate there. And 

it was always a paap pep talk for everybody. But any kind of direct communication came 

down the lines• W
RA: Was there any kind of talk of like a petition or something like that? It seems like
I remember somewhere somebody mention a petiton or was in the mention of the trial or 

something like that. That a petition was circulated or something like that?
PR: If they did, I didn't have anything to do with that. I don't remember signing anything, 

or anything anybody else signidg anything if there was a petition to be signed. I don't 

remember that.
R: So you're on this barge— you got off the barge to go to chow hall, but otherwise 
you're on the barge the whole time. PR: Yea, the whole time. RA: Did the officers 
come on the barge or interrogate men or were you basically just..
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PR: We*re just there. We're just held there. When we got interrogated I think we were
taken someplace else.

BA.: That would have been after the admiral..
MPR: Yea, that was after the admiral talk to us.

RA: So, you're on the barge then they call you off on the wherever it was.
PR: Oh we were in Shumaker when we got interrogated by each individual officer.

RA: Yea, that's right, that was at Shumaker. So after the time on the barge, then 

you're called off and assembled, that's when the admiral comes down, what does he say?

PR: Well he was explaining^ he gave us one last chance to go back to work. Then he went

on to explain how important our job was. Give us a con job first. And then he says we're 
giving you one more chance to go back to work. He said everybody that want to go back to 

work step forward. I think there was maybe, if I remember right, there was fS maybe 10 out 

of the whole bunch that stepped out. They* said okay you guys KEnaxxfchxxxSay walk over this 

way. So they walked off. Then he got down to business. He started telling us what could
■rf’l j,happen to us if we don't change our mind^gKHX second time he gave us a chance to change. 

Then he walked over well we can shoot all of you son of a guns, ̂ used legal xxgi

language but he said we'll shoot all you son^ of guns, because.. put you before the firing 
squad. And then he weit through, and he threateded. Since all thexx short people were in 

front line, I was in the front line, so you could smell his breath, as he's walking down 

the line. He kind of frightens you— what can you do. It's like a gup point a gun at you 
and say I'm going to shoot you and then you're in the reaching range of him, you can't run

<h6t  V o wso you raetfcar stand stilly and take it.^Feel like you want to do something but what you 

going to do. So you stand still and you take t  the stuff, iee your're scared. So there
H^must be something there. Can't be telling the truth. Not like ... you know you look at

r xx ana you say you .Lying. c
he must be lying. ______ . ____When we were going to prison see 4* otiflAfK.

m  .__: me with no billy club, st;_____ .__ . ___ ,
V CT e i i J i t P l h  i t  ^  vf- £  e/vt" o i l
 ̂ T1̂  Hp - y P i n - But hell, I didn't beli<

a white man anyway from my point xx and you say you lying, r (I** fU // <L 4 -C cTo^ r  '

t^#>A<jhit me with no billy club, stick either • Shit, man better no hit me with no stick, shit^
believe that...
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but after he gave us a talk, nobody else went back see. So I THink that's when we got 

our gear and we're shipped to the stockage^ That was a bad experience there. Them 
marines up there boy —  real —  out of this world.

RA: Afterthis admiral talks he says give you one last chance, ten guys step out, so 
they were willing to go back to work, then he runs this whole thing about threatening to 

shoot and so on/—  then what happens —  how did the separation occur between the 44 the 

50 or whatever and the rest of the group. How did that happen at that point?
PR: You mean those ten that went back to work?

RA: No, 1 mean the t

PR: The ones they picked (r~> RA: Yea PR: Oh that was a process. After
that we went to Shumaker. There was a stockade. I think at that point. Okay, yea.
We went there and at that point J we were interrogated. That's when we received our

papers for being on trial. We were interrogated before we got thos^papers. I think we

went in, they'd take 4 - 5 at a time, or whatever, a group at a time. I think after 
kclX * I think we got interrogated, j j—

that we were aU? there*. I can't remember exactly../If I remember right now Ix&h±Rk was

in Shumaker when we o tcb  h* Hi». stockade up there. And then everybody was supposed

to be charged with general j  i and then after..

/  RA: They told you this during the interrogation?
S. PR; Yea, everybody would get a general court martial, a bad conduct discharge, .have to 

go to prison.
RA: So this is when you're called up individually. This is what they tell you.
PR: Y$ a, to explain what happened. And we coul<^teilk to who was the leaders. Obviously

you could say.. I remember this as good too cause I rememDer^wSo was the leader?!Say
there was no leader. Then five minutes later they say, well who'd you talk to.J Say I

talked to this guy. So Who told you about the other divisions? ̂  Say I heard it from

this., then I*d got conned into, well I
don't about getting conned but there was., well, it was the way you thought, but if you

■/Isy
were trying to defend against an action which you didn t believe existed,^did a poor/
job of it. If I believed that there were leaders the^v^^__ ^ their names.

A v i o v j l i  *y <rv
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• They separated
them from the rest of us. I can't remember whether they were in the stockade with us 

or whether this happened before or not. Because I can I t remember.one of the guys that 
was convicted leaders— I remeber one cause he was from Chicago.
RA: Who's that.

PR: I went to school with the dude too, I can't remember his name.

RA: Tell you what, I got the list here maybe we can look at the list..

PR: X saw him when I got back to Chicago. That's about the only one I knew who was in 
that group.

RA: This is a list otguys who were convicted on generals and the fcsra towns too.
Chicago— Birage, David, Ellis.

PR: Grimes —  Grimes —  wait a minute. I know.. Harry Grimes —  but he ain't from 

Chicago. No. RA: No. RA: Some more on the other page —  Miller . PR - I can't 

pick this guy. RA: It wasn't Gr 4 though huh. Cause he signed in your book there,

Charles Gray. He's from Chicago.^ I can't tie him with that name, it might be, well 
I'm not sure yet.

RA: He's one of the guys in the 50, that you knew then.

PR: One of em's from Chicago, cause. • yea, I knew. I saw him in Chicago after he got 

out. Okay, so there ain't but 2 or 3 of em in there. One of them must have been him. 

Cause yea, I went to school with the guy. I know him. I say I know him but I don't 

remember his name. I just can't remember. Show you how bad my memory is. There is 

a blank area there between the transition between there and ...

RA: Yea, see, cause in the trial testimony when the admiral talks he makes his threats 

and so on and then the division leaders Delucci, the Lts. order the guys to fall out in 
two groups, those who are going back, those who are not. There's an indication there 

it's at that point that they began to make.. PR: The 50, huh? RA: Well it wasn't 50,

it was only 44. But then some other guys get throwned in later on. So It was at that 
point., anyhow the 44 or the 50 get separated out. They are not with the rest of guys 

when you all wind up at Shumaker.
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PR: Now that mention it I'm trying to remember If I ever really go back to work or not.
No, I can't remember. Maybe I did. But I'm not sure I did. Just you mention seem like 

it's familiar. They did give us a 2nd chance to go back to work. Be honest with you 

I don't know whether I did or not. Well I know, I didn't get a general. I got a summary 
but I didn't get a general. ^

RA: Actually they didn't put it in terms of going back to work either. If I remember

right what they said was all men willing to obey all orders fall out over here, all men 

not willing to obey all orders fall out over there. It wasn't even in terms of actually 
going back to # work. It waskind of hidden.

PR: g&t down to it. Now that you mention it, I kind of remember some kind of situation

like that. I kind of go along with that. Therl's so much I've forgotton or so much I

just shut out. Because if you bring it back I can agree with it an I can concur that
something like that did happen. But exactly what they said I don't remember.

RA: Buy in any case everybody winds up at Shumaker? But at the time it's separated.
)*»»PR: It's separated. RA: ^To the guys who are going to be eventually charged with the

general and the guys who are going to be given the summary. But I guest everybody was 

threatened with the general. PR: The general to start with. RA: To start with right. 
Because they were trying to get the evidence or whatever.

PR: I remember when they interrogated you..

RA: Cause another one of the guys who I talked to who was not in the 50 said, he said the
thing you were saying, which is that when they interrogated you, they threatened you with 

the general. The way he put it he says when they brought me in to talk to me, he said 

you're facing 7 - 1 5  years. That was the standard opening of that. That was the way 

they started it.

PR: Yea, stuff like that if I remember.••
RA: And then they started asking about who were the leaders and who., this happen and that

PR: I think going back to work was a stigmatism for us. .Chicken if you went back to
work. Okay, maybe••

RA: I don't think they even said going back to work, I think they said after that..
Well, the admiral did maybe, but the Lts. when they..

o
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happen.
•fkw

PR: Yea I remember cause I went ^  this bit at home about when you get busted with the

police, who*s the leader? They got 15 people, they don't want to put everybody^ in jail,
fP ui* cXo*/ ̂ f""

just want a couple of them. So X figure this is the same situation. Ao I say ° ~ 

nobody, we all go home. That's the way it used to be. Aint np leaders-- wasn't going 
to put everybody in jail.. But this system is a little different here.

RA: What happened at Shumaker, you were going bo tell me a little bit about it. After
you got put in prison up there? Some of the stuff that want down.

PR: Yea, when we first got there the first day, they make you stand out well open

field -- they call it S W  , Xhn You stand there in front of your bag, your

arms folded see. Get there about 12:00. Standing around *7

no bathroom, no nothing. Then they search every bag before you go in there —  all 
your belongings. They take all your belongings, got a seabag man. Well if you've been 

in there a year, you've got all this garbage in there. Your clothes and stuff, 

souvenies. They search every bag before you go in there. I had ammunition in my bag
Holy CA,VISf j  Sgt--that dude beat my head^boy. Yea, he slapped me upside the

head, because.• Well, he told me, he said I ought to take these bullets and ram tax em

up your reair. I said, well you better start dude cause ̂  . I got smart
h .  w*»

' ' sarcastic but Iwith the dude. He slapped me upside the head«
had no business with the ammunition I guess. But at that point you don't care. See these 
dudes going to put me in jail, they're going to put me in there anyways so what you gonna 

do. Talk to you beat your ass anyway so what the hell. You got to get even one day. 
Figure i f  ^ Au i t"  So you got something to get even for. Anyway that's

the only physical treatment I ever had in the service from that. It embarrass^y°u cause
U- J l ( j /**it keeps you out of the damn place and you get and all this shit. If you

jump up and hit the dude they're going to shoot you. They got their guns there, you 
know., it's like hitting the police officer in jail. Out in the street you might get away 

with it but at the jail, something else. But you figure —  well, I'll get my chance. 
That's the only embarrassment I've ever had. I guess if I kept my mouth shut, I wouldn't
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have got that. But that's about the only one. When you got there we went to stockade,
and it was like any other prison that you go to. You've got trustees^which is as bad as
prison guards. Then you've got mostly wounded marines which^you knoŵ  off duty. And they
were all white. Working parties.^ire like you go out and work
in cold storage area, or you might worl£ in the dispensary or something. I worked mostly
in cold storage area, that's loading boxes and stuff. And that was nice. That was the

•71-best duty I had in the navy^man. There was a chief petty officer in charge of^cold 
storage locker —  where the stored food at. Used to take ten of us over there. And all 
of us ĵ ould work. Crewman working on loading those ships, you know. They never saw any­
body that could unload the trucks like we could. And you could run, like we could run 
all day long. We go there 6 in the morning and work til 5 in the afternoon. We <mhh run
with trucks all day. That's the kind of shape we were in. You could take a truck off the

y o *  U»a *w r̂ ja dock and they put __________ but you could run with it. Run - Run - Run. Neguoes could
work and they work so hard • The harder they worked the happier they got. Man, this isW/U*/ W*. J «-w  j
a fact. 1 mean, we used to fight didn't do no work. I guess a lot of people do
that. You get bored you get short tempered. But we worked, when some work to do, we
could work. And if we had to work against some people, like they had white prisoners out
there working too. and Finally he had no white prisoners at all up there at cold storage _
it is all blacks. Because we can do an 8-hr work working^they way he tell us, we have
4 trucks to unload. If you hade 4 trucks unloaded by 10:00, you can sit here the rest of
the day and eat fruit and ice cream. Thatfs what the chief petty officer tell us. That's
how we run. We get in f unloading them trucks. I enjoyed that. We're setting
in the xhaks shade. Now it's hot. It was hot out there^jack. But they had covered the
channels^the hallway now between the cold storage locker and they were all like basically
30BKX where you store meat at. It was freezers and stuff like that. You could sit on the

thefloor there. You get on the corridor, you sit down on the corridor so that ynnire guard
cU»^*Vitone of the corridor and the guard on the other. Now the cfeaaes, fcfe phases were SF's.

yNow^take 20 guys out there and they had one guard to every 10 chas^i. So there's only 
two guys., trying to keep up with these 20 guys, running back and forth with trucks like 
a mad man. After a while they just figure, they couldn't do it. So they just stood on
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perimeter. And the guys would'nt try to escape. That was good duty there. The chief
u,«_ MJl IK,-

was nice cause he'd give us ice cream, we*d eat fruit. 8- hro -day job, we sit there at 

10:00 —  we stay there the rest of the day, don't go back. That was one of the nice 

things about being there. Once you feot back to that prison, it was something else.

Stockade and barb wires and stuff.

X RA: So how long were you there then in Shumaker?

PR: Let*s see it seemed like a long time but I guess it wasn't. Maybe a month—  at
the most I guess.

RA: Then you were shipped out overseas?

PR: Yea. RA: Where id did you wind up overseas?
PR: Well, we went to New Caledonia.

RA: Did you all go together. Or how did they ship you out?

PR: Yea we all went to New Caledonia together. But then we got separated.

RA: Everybody who's at Shumaker went to?

PR: Same ship, same time. Shipped us all out at the same time. Then when we got to

New Caledonia, ^  receiving station, so they divided us up into^ase companies,

then there was a base c^tompany that had reputation of rioting and r bust±H»ed
them all and send them back to prison. One guy-ic ■ in prison. Base Company 19 they called

it. It must have been a bad outfit over there. Cause when they put us in there, there

wasn't nobody left but a few guys. Anyway., yea, base company 19 I think it was —  20 —

must have been 20. It's in here someplace. That's the guy I told you that we had a
f f x  iwckAcA *7** * f *  ^  i \

real meek officer from Connecticut someplace. 0** fVx v*^,6v'. He. was alright

Then a lot of guys got shipped that■ /l)I guess, he was fair enough. ^ -------- --

didnf Inn*. Some guys went to Guam. They had the riot up there? Some of those guys 
were from our outfit that went to Guam I think.
RA: Is that so?

PR: I think— I'm sure they were. Because some went to Guam. Some.. I don't know where..
We, it was only, that's when we got f i x  mixed up with some other people. Mixed in with 

something else. But anyway, they shipped em all over the pacific. We used to write to
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each other. Some of us eat, down-and». Yea, we all just went and got put in different 

outfits, different places. Yea, some went to New Hebrides^ too. We had letters from 

people in New Hebrides. Yea, all the islands down on the Solomons and all those areas. 

RA: So that was about another year then. A year duty oversea, the back stateside.
PR: Back to state side. yea. But once we got into this outfit the stigmatism was gone; 

it was covered up until the time it came for a promotion. Then you get them do gooders.
hI mean., well -- I wouldn't use that work. Guys that want to give you suggcot they «do.

I work for a guy by the name of Dave Since I met him out here, he's in Burbank
out lere in California. He wants to come over. J - ^  They say

well since you've been there so long you*re entitled to become a petty officer now
7 *0'* A

providing you haven't been in the brig... ..... ...  they oay what hind

did you have?-— Say look guys. It wasn't really abaub-tfee' stigmatism. Me£t some pretty

nice guys, after I left from New Caledonia. That was a nice place too.

RA: Well looking back on it allf these many years later, how do you feel about it now?

PR: Well, I look at the good things I've learned from it. Well one thing about it, it

allowed me to go back to school. GI Bill you know. I thought it was pretty lousy because

well at the time I figurd^I was entitled to a better job than I got. I figure I wanted to

go to radio school. I had a lot of experience in electronics, .electricity and radio before
I went in see. I had a good educational background. For some reason, I guess, they 
t\ C OMW » *•
didn't want admit HiiH--the guys who couldn't read and write^which wererquite a few in

my outfit, they sent those guys to school, the guys who could read and write, the smarter

you were^the worse your job got. And then the most illiterate you got., the most,, cause

like the guys who went to quartermaster school.. Now that's a pretty intelligent school

to go to. You've got to know something about math, you've got to know how to read.

These guys hadn't even finished grade school. They were Jg, something like. They sent
T V J vk* l b > H -

them to quartermaster school. That's steering ships and shooting subc, Something like 

this. Well, I couldn't compiain cause like j two years college

experience, and he was down there working on the docks. He was a football star. He's 
from Ohio State. He wasn't the only guy... because what happened when they allowed.•
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they start letting the hiqc guys take •• black people take the officers candidate examination

test. There was some kind of r4striction where you couldn't take this I guess. No —

if you had passed it you had to stay^four more years. You'd become regular something,•
k<LSo you wouldn't take it, I felt I learned a lot from it. But 1 thought we got a short 

deal out of it,

RA: What about the strike itself, the resistance,, looking back on that?
PR: X think I wifir̂  ' v l l n ' h  f h £  The experience was great, I think it was

worth the effort--the effort showing that whatever you believe in, you at least tried 

to back what you believed in the best you know how. We just didn't know how to do it^ 

that's all. You're out there by yourself, 18,• well, everybody wasn't 18 years old, 

there's some older guys there. But we just didn't have the intelligence to handle the 

situation. If we had more intelligence we'd done a lot better job. But the thing about 

it, I feel kind of bad about it because it's like fighting a dude with a stick, a big 

gun, and you ain't got nothing but a twig. You think you gonna fight the guy because 
you believe that he did you wrong, but then that's a hopeless cause because you didn't 

use the right method, I talked to a guy at work the other day for the same thing.

Another guy in my group that's almost 7 foot, a white guy. Now he's a giant, no fat 

on him at all. A guy in my group who's 5'6" (end of side 2)
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BA: What I wanted to ask about was your experiences at Fort Chicago. How did you come

to get into the Navy in the first place?

RR: Well, it was kind of an unuaual thing for me^Mr. Allen, inasmuch as that I had

decided that I was going to volunteer for the Army. X had grown up on the farm until

I was about 12-13 years old and knew a lot about animals,^-specially horses. So therefore

I wanted to volunteer ,>q_get in the army calvary. . And on the day that I went down to

volunteer the army recruiting office was close r  gues^ they closed at 5:00 and we got

there shortly after 5, my father and I. $ peered around the corner and the navy was
v\standing wide open and I put the question to the young man ^  desk, will the army open

up any more today? I guest I was about 30 yaxx yards away from him when I shouted out
*jt tfthe question. He waved to me and said come down here, (laughter)

RA

RR

BA

BR

What city was that?

This was in Memphis Tennessee.

Were you born and raised in memphis.

I was born on a farm in Macon Tn. By the way the farm is still in the fa*» now.

Two adjacent farms, my aunt lives on one and my uncle who died in 1954^owned the other
#s «V/iA-

farm, bu t his wife Jaac a-life and stake in the place and I have two first cousins 

that will inherit if they should survive this aunt of mine. The farm is still there 

and going strong. A lot changes— you know, with electric and the toilet inside the 

house now. And so when I put the question to the sailor, "will the army open up any 

more today/" He askrfed me what did I want. I said well I was trying to volunteer 

for the army. So he called my father and I and set us down and told us about the merits 

of the navy and when I walked out I walked with the paperwork to get notorized to sign 

for the navy.

BR: What year was that again.

RR: That was July of 1942. I was the 552nd negro to volunteer for the navy, serving

at Camp Morrow which later became Camp Robert Small at Great Lakes, named for I guess 

some WWI army officer.



RA: He was a blac k hero during the civil war I believe. The story is he captured a 

confederate vessel and took it up to the union lines. It's quite a story. So you 

went to Camp Small then for boot training? What was that?

RA: That was July 9, 1942, ̂ Graduated in September, So X took my boot, took my 9 day
k M

leave and went home and then tras shipped to Hare Island^ to an ammunition depot, JJoo > 

there for probably 3 months before barracks were completed over on Vallejo side. We 

took the ferry every morning to work on the ammunition dump there and that was also 

shipping and receiving ammunition, yyDid similar type work there that they did at PC,

But mainly the civilians stevedores handled much of the work at Mare Island,

RA: Is that so? Had they given you any ¿xafagxHX training or prepartion for the

ammunition handling.

RR: No, The ammunition handling aae basically yaye ammunition shipped from the factory
fU. h u*-»

to be stored in magazines^then awaiting shipment overseas. Now some of thaa-was actually 

made right there at Mare Is and we did have some of the force who worked in some of 

those production shells. But basically we unloaded boxcars or loaded boxcars, we shipped 

out a lot of stuff from there to be sent hh£ down to Frisco and Oakland to be shipped 

out of there.

RA: Had you expected that that was where you would be? What had been your interest in

going into the service to the Navy?

RR.: Well the advertisement was "Join the Navy, and see the World" The Sailor that was

on recuriting duty by the way was a black gentlemen^ and talked about the merits of the
fkwh

navy and^basically most of xa naval personnel could be taught trades and these were then 

things you coulcf^once you returned to civilian life. And so that's what I thoughts j fhat  

I would be able to do, was to learn a trade, a*d-Jlut, at Great Lakes they took just so 

many men —  I guess those who got the highest grades on their aptitude tests, or some of 

those who got the highest grades were sent to various schools--cooks and bakers. At that 

time they were nnf many of us for the better ratings;such as electricians,

carpenters and this kind of thing. So I wasn't one of those^so they shipped us out here 

to the West Coast on a huge troop train, probably a 28-30 cars. We had three destinations,

Rotihh - Page 2
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f o r t  Wyn±nWe(?) and and Mare Island and Port Chicago. And I had never heard of any of 

those places.

RA: How did you feel about it onces you were at Mare Is and you realized what you would

be doing?

RR: Well, that really made me somehfeat unhappy at the beginning because there was the
r*story of —  the picture of Dor^ Miller and what he had done at Pearl Harbor^ so we 

really thought that we would be serving in some capacity aboard ships. And to be reduced

to stevedors, there was a lot of complaints, but we^ were powerless to do anything about

this, so the complaints were just verbal and nothing else. However, you might have in 
yi/Hyour research san across stories xhant of a riot that was held at Vallejo in 1942,

Christmas time.
PA: I heard mention of it but I haven't met anyone who knows anything about it. Do

you have any familiarity with what happened there?

RR: Well it appeared that the thing had that precipitated the riot was a sailor who
Z.got supposedly a little inebriated and got involved with a civilian police officer.

And in the little area where we were isolated up there or segregated.the word vmms 
quickly spreaded that a police officer was beating up a black sailor, and Hihic then 

that particular night, several cars were overtunned and plate glass windows broken out 

of some of the stores. And the word quickly spreaded back to the base that there was 

a riot going on in town so it quickly then entered the base, fehi-s broke out more wion%
rx*.

— they were beating up any whites that they could find and^marines were brought out

from Mare Is to try to help to bring peace again. The next day or so the thing fla/red
up again, so what they did, they restricted all of us to the base and prevented other

blacks, like men^up at Camp Stoneman^ a lot of blacks were up there, they prevented them
from coming in.-- — . I tvs quite awful. I don't think anybody was killed in the

riot, there was a lot of damage, and at that time, there was no really recreation facilities
(A

there. They had built a rec hall butApool table is about the only thing, but they 

brought in basketballsji and boxing gloves and they quickly changed the method of rating 

personnel and got people reorganized and brought about other activities and brought in
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girls for the first time for dances and so forth. So all of this -- because we were

all young blacks, I guess the average age probably 21-22, To have this many men with

not very much to do recreation wise, leaving us to our own devices in a segregated town
— so. For example, to make the base more military on off hour duties they had us prac-

C ~ Jticing drills and things like this, ^  Got a band organized. And then inspections were 

held every Friday, and flag raising ceremonies and really kind of made the base much 
more military than it had been up to that point. And here again,if they shipped out 

the so-called leaders^nobody was court martialed out of that. It was rather bad,

A 4 or 5 days there there was no work going on on the base except for those who were 

assigned to the mess hall and at that time I was assigned to the mess hall in the 
scullery division. This is where the navy cleans its dishes.
BA: Do you recall that at Mare Is before they built the barracks there, that the men 

were -- the black enlisted men were put on some kind of barge or ship,

RR: Yes. I was one of those. This was an old river boat of the paddle wheel type

with the propeller -- rotary type propeller. We dug dubbed the vessell the USS Neversail. 

And we had two decks of bunks built. So it was really just used as a resident for us 

really, I guess they probably could accomodate about 300 - 400 enlisted men and officers^ 

and that's where we were. This was in September, We were housed there until after 

Thanksgiving. The first week in November a couple of weeks or so before the riot, we 

were all in the barracks on «land jrfrdc. mi. the land,
BA: How did the men feel about the conditions at Mare Is and later at Port Chicago,

widere there many grievances or complaints?
RR: Well, the work conditions at Mare Is quickly improved^as I said after the riotyS.

They gave us more ranks, 3rd class, 2nd class ranks** and elevated more people quickly 

^rom 2nd class seaman, to 1st class seaman, jrfhich gave you a little bit more^ money 

and additional ranks, and additional authority on the part of blacks^and they got rid 
of some of the worst officers. They shipped those out. The work conditions wasn't 

bad, they were better at Mare Is than they were at Port Chicago inasmuch as Port Chicago 
was even worse from the standpoint that we were out there in &  area that was more
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i isolated than Mare Is and nothing to do. They put in some recreation facilitiesJ there, bowling alleys, swimming^ this kind of thing. Which was a brand new building

&

by the time I got there. And they instituted a practice of taking busloads for liberty
Ĉ JV ( Ŝ Ktf n/c/iyps?

parties into Oakland/Berkeley^SF at no charge to the men.^ But it was an awful place to

get out of from the standpoint of transportation even. It was just a work area.

RA:: What was that little town of PC like— did you ever go in there?
*RR: It was just a one street place,^few beer taverns and things like that. So they

didn't want blacks there at all. The townspeople didn't care for blacks. And nobody 

hardly went in there anyway. As I said, it was no other black civilians there, not 

even black civilians working on the base.itself. All the civilian force that was working 

there were white and then you found a few blacks in Pittsburg, which you had Camp 

Stoneman there and black soldiers there. But really to have more contact with blacks 

you have to go into places like Vallejo, Oakland, Berkeley, SF or Sacramento. But 
to try to get to those places from where we were^ well^there were few buses, see. So 

really wasn't very much for you to do. Idle time on your hands and so forth sort of 

leads to legitimate complaints. We had no blacks above the rank of 1st class on 

the base. No Chief PO that were black at all. Not even in the mess department 

RA: You went to Port Chicago then in April 1944? RR: Yes. RA:: What was the relations

like between the black enlisted men and officers? 

RR: Well, it was civil. There was no real from one to the other. We had

to work. As I said, one of the things that le^d to high production was no ship meant 

no work, so the faster we got a ship out of there, the fact you were doing nothing 

again.
RA: In the loading work itself, was there any rivalry or competition?

RR: No. Because the method of arranging the work detail was around the clock when the 

ship was there. So my division would be assigned for a week to work the 4 - 1 2  watch. 
Then we would be relieved by the 1 2 - 8  watch, etc. So there wasn't no need for any 

rivalry thing at all. The ship wouldn't stay in very long because the productivity 

went along very rapidly--with young men, as you know, it's fairly easy to stimulate
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them to work. It was kind of play. A lot of banter from dock side to ship side 
and specially from the— I was a wench operator with the "heads up in the holetdown 
there you logheads" (wife interruption)

After the explosion of 44 for the protection of everybody the best thing to do is to 
buy it up and move out the civilians and erect military housing and so forth in the 
£khk town, which they did.

NT'
V

*

V

K&: That would have been in 67 then. Would you say there was a lot of complaining
about that?

RR: Oh ye*is. People didn*t want to move. They didn*t Want to se41 their properties
and stuff like that.

RA: Did you know any of the people that lived in Port Chicago or what became of them?
RR: No, I met only about 3 $ fellows and I haven*t had any contact with any of them

except Mr. Robinson, here. It was just an accident that one day we were talking about
6%/1 Z  I T Z Z X J - '

it, knowing that he was there. But I*ve tried to locate several people haven*t been 

able to. I guess people die out. One of the fellows that I continue to have contact 

with when I lost my sight lived in Philadelphia and I visited him up until he died in 

about 1959-60. I tried to ¿hxk&k locate his wife I was in Philadelphia in 1976 and 
she had moved and didn*t leave a forwarding address. Now I did get a card from her 
this past Christmas. We reestablished contact.

RA: What was his name?

RR: His name was Jesse Jones. Now Jess was a very fortunate individual in this sense
he had in a fight--he was from Pittsburgh PA --and in a fight several years before he 

went into the navy, he was stabbed in his right eye. Well he lost that eye to the 

point where that eye was inucleated. But he had perfect vision in the other eye. So 
he remained in the navy until the war was over. As I said I visited with him several 

times after —  I got of the service I went to Tennessee -- home, and then in 46 I 
moved to Massachusetts. So Pennsylvania was just a few hours ride on the train and 
I would go down to -- it was quite comfortable to be around people that you had served

with.
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RA: You said that you were a wench operator at Port Chicago, what kind of training

did you get for that--feow did you come to be a wench operator?

RR: Well^I told a lie. I told you at Vallejo we had established military drills.

Well, I've always been kind of a devil so I learned to call cadence, so we're out 

there drilling and I was calling cadence and our senior officer came out and wanted 

to talk to us, so they were taking the names of all who could do storekeeper, carpentry, 

and operate wenches. So when they got to wenches, so I stuck up my hand on an impulse. 

Little did I know that some of those personnel^ would be shipped to PC and this was 

in Feb of 1944. So when I found out what p  had happened I went to the Chaplain, to 

the commander of the base^everything trying to get out of this shipment, with no

success^-of course. So, when I got up to PC I was fortunate enough to be assigned to

a division that had no personnel/.* So there was this wench school up there and I
............... gentlemenwent over and talked with the w;

a class or two ahead of me, I put the question and told him about him this big lie,

and could he help me or would he help me. And of course he did. I had about two

weeks there where waiting for fclite personnel to be shipped in and so then the during

this interim period I was at the school everyday, so when the division was fully

complemented with its personnel I was assigned to holj #4. I stepped over to those

controls like a veteran.

RA: But they had not actually verified whether nr you were a wench operator or not

then before you got there*

RR: No. And this wasn't done with an^other personnel. They sent 70 of us up

there to increase the base up there as 1 said, there were carpenters, wench operators 

and storekeepers. The storekeeper was the individual who would keep record of the 

tonnage that was going over--going in each îolĴ  iaxtha and amounts and so forth. Of 

course carpenters had to prepare the vessel to receive the ammunition as well as then

thatteaching the classes over there

o
to secure it. As you might know a ship can really go up to # maybe 45 degree^ roll and 

still right itself, so you don't want any of this cargo to move about, so we * J
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shall we say shipping 16 inch projectiles which is a huge r w

it's in excess of 6 feet tall and huge depths, so when you get this stuff down in there 
os.

and it was to see these young men, man, be able to secure that stuff down in

those hol^s, see. An iron ship but there it sits and they get down there with this

lumber and power equipment, saws and so forth and it was a lot of play and pleasure

too. I guess one of the reasons why you indicated that there was such a movement

afoot to get these court martials reduced or lifted completely was the Navy had

decorated the base several times for its productivity up there. It was quite high.
jTv*

So the officers in spite of i?he desolate place we were in, had managed to keep thef
personnel!, the morale, fairly high.
RA: How did the men feel about the danger of the work itself?

RR: I don*t think that anybody really took this serious. They knew that this was 

m  explosive stuff. But nobody had never seen any of it i. go off. So therefore, they
y never really felt that it was really that dangerous. Because from time to time you 

would have accidents;, j?or example once I saw the noses on 2 16" projectiles bent, 

which was just a cap. That cap would be removed before that shell would be fired 
and the fuse then would be attached. So then imxg naturally when you see something

. \ t
like that, and nothing happen, maybe^shak£ you up momentarily but or you would have

again
say a net of 5" projectiles that drop and fall all the way down and of course/nothing 

happens. So really, ^ ewasn't that apprehension among the crews. And those of us 
that I had contact with after the explosion really felt that it was sabotage as opposed 

to that it was an accident that brought this explosion about. Have you learned what 

did actually happen?
RA: Well, the navy itself never found out. They had a court of inquiey that investigated

the explosionH^hey considered sabotage, but the conclusion they came to was that it 

was either a defect in one of the bombs that caused it to go off or that it was rough 
handling by the work crews and that there was some kind of accident.

RR: Well, the crew down there was an experienced crew that was doing the work. And

one of the reasons why they (interruption)
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RA: In the car you were talking about the work of being a wench operator, how

that was set up. You had had i training on the steam wenches.

RRs As I started to tell you before we were interrupted that I was fortunate 
ov

fenough to be in -fctte division that was just being formed and so taking my problem 

that I couldn't operator a wench over to the instructor who graduated a couple of 

oatfs ahead of^aiae, I literally put the question, "hey I've lied to get up here now 
I don't know how to operate a wench, will you help me?" The gentlemen acquiesed.

In about ten days before the division that I was assigned to was formed, after 

practicing 5 - 6  hours a day, they didn't have many students in, so he was glad to 

have a student and I was glad that the school was there. So that then was how I 

became a wench operator. By the way that 70 of us that was sent to PC, we all were 

supposed to have been experts in our fields. And we were promised after 90 days to 

be promoted to 3rd class and they were awarding wench operators with the rank of 
motor machinist. So I got hurt on the 17th of July and my rank was coming up the 

first of August.

RA: What was it like on the 17th of July?

RR: The 17th of July was a beautiful day. It was a hot day. The thing that made

PC such a bad place to livê  there were very few trees around the place, so to com e 

up with nothing else around the place and see these forsaken barracks just standing
«*• •V'*-

out here in the wilderness with a fench aground it, the dock »4»^well over a mile away 

from the barracks themselves. It was kind of a strange place to be. and to see. So 

this was a Monday, very hot (end of Side 1) On this particular day, I had liberty, 
but I decided I would wash my clothes and catch up with some letter writing, and along 
about 1:00 or so in the afternoon, I felt very depressed and I don't know why, it was

i
just a feeling of ^'^^^''‘that just seemed to permeate my whole spirit. And I walked 

into the head and I must have reflected this in my face because one of my shipmates, 

a lad from NY, took a look at my face as I came in, he was the only one in the head,

and said, "what's the matter, man?" And I couldn't answer him. And he said, "why

don't you just i. take a cry?" When he said that the tears just gushed forth. So

Routh - 9
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after this cry, I felt a heck of a lot better, but little did I know some ten hours 

later that I was to be in such a hjtljcaust. When taps was sounding that evening

I put my writing gear away, and went to wash up and put on my noxzema, being a teen 

ager I had some of those blemishes on my face. I cjme back. I was lying on my bunk. 

It would uusually take about 20 minutes to quiet the troops down after U m W ’ lights 

out. And shortly after probably 10:20 p.m^navy time would be 2200, this tremendous 

explosive sound. And I was looking to my right, I had my head pillowed on my arm, 

looking away from the explosion, as I quickly jumped to look to see what was going on 

a second explosion, and all this tremedous beautiful flashes in the sky. That's when 

the flying glass hit my face and «nfee.Tg.ct my eyes. It did it in such a strange way, 

inasmuch as I never felt any pain from it. It lacerated the left eye so badly that
i t-¿ait was taken out that night and the right one hadAlaceration, just one laceration 

in the eye itself that traveled across part of the pupil and cornea allowing the

fluid to drain, which left me with split vision in that eye. They were 

able to put a suture in there. And of course, sutures leave permanent scar tissue 

and from the scar tissue eventually^ caused the sight to leave me completely. It was 

a strange thing inasmuch as we only had three enlisted men who had eye injuries. And 
I was the only one that lost both eyes.

BA: In your division.• or?
RR: In the whole camp. One of the things that caused the casualities to be as few

as they were, the barracks that received the brunt were prefab barracks and the men

dockside who were killed were housed in those barracks. The barracks that was put up

prior to WWII met the earthquake standards and they just stood there, they rocked but
« f '  C'/'fi'&K

the stood. But the casualties might have been much greate^ because we certainly would 

not want to see them any larger than what they were, I guess we had about 120 killed. 

You probably been able to verify this by now from reading the casualty list.

RA: Well yea, there were 323 killed in all. About 230 enlisted men I think another

390 were injured. There was military and civilian casualties.

RR: What I was getting at though, we didn't have an awful lot of us that had to be
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hospitalized they were treated with first aid. Of this number that was injured I 
think it was only half dozen or so that was hospitalized.

RA: So what happened then? You had the split vision in the right eye?

RR: In the right eye. Anything# beyond 3 feet was double for me. I was sent to 
Philadelphia Naval Hospital for rehabilitation. Nobody knew the meaning of the word 

back there. So the eye doctor in charge experimented with me with contact lens#, e— J- 

instead of trying to carry the experiment on after I was fittAd for this unit to see 
how it was going to last and so forth, I got tbe fitted unit, custom# made unit one 

day and was released from service the next. As long as I could wear the unit, I could 

see 20-20 from that eye. But in those days the contact lens was a plastic unit that 
fitted inside the full contour of the eye with a solution and this act as a buffer 

between the cornea and the unit itself. This solution prevented irritation and so 

forth. But at that time nobody had ever/ worn one of the things over 8 or 9 hours 

a day. But you had to train yourself "i Vh TiThiirh to wear the thing. So an hour or 

two a day, when I used it, the vision was so blurred after I took it out that I got 

to the place where I just stopped using it altogether. But for all practical purposes 

when I come out of the service well it just left me handicapped to the point where I 
could have been considered legally blind then.

RA: So your vision continued to deteriorate then?
■ • ARR: Well the vision deteriorated and the thing that hasten* the thing I was axxHghfc

a w t glit one night andvresisting the robbery^ I was wearing some glass4s that I hadin,roke the glass in my eye and that then hastenedpurchased which helped the vision«

the vision. So it added additional problems. There*s a veterans administration in

, Tenn where the VA office was housed at that time, placed me in the
lowest category that t$rey could legally put ±hx me in by way of compensation. They

paid me actually kfk $40 for the injury and $41 for what was referred to as the statutory

loss of the left eye. Since the left eye was anucleated the night I was injured.
/xsjjSkxHER So $41 was paid for what was referred to as a statuotry isatf. And I got no

compensation for the right eye because these people down there knew I was black and
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they looked upon the contact lens^ as having the eye completely restored. And 
therefore gave me no compensation for this eye. Since when I was wounded with this 

attempted robbery, I gave the Lt, Colonel, the doctor that oprated on me that nighty 

such a bad time that before I was released from the hospital he shook his finger in 

my face, I could still feel it now, an angry finger being pointed at me, by the way 

he was from your state, indicating that the loss of this right eye was strictly mis­

conduct on my part and he would see to it that I would not i receive any veterans
benefit compensation. But this also le£d to what I was telling you earlier that since

4toI had had just an 8th grade education that then I was determined^ way for the veterans 

administration to sponsor my stay outside of the south until this wrong was righted.

Routh - 12

I prayed about this everytilaght and I believejjf it was just a question of time before

the veterans administration wouldji see that they had wronged me, I wrote a letter

to then General Bradley who was the administrator of the VA, He sent my letter back 
/Ato , where they turned me down again. And of course when I went to Boston,

I was in, Boston from September to December before I got some of this wrong righted.

RA: What year was that?
RR: 1946, And the VA there boosted me from $97,20 to $124.80, And at that time the 
min-!mum 100% was $138^ so I didn't feel too badly. But the little bit I know that I 

deserved a much higher spot and the way the real wrong was finally redressed^ I had 

found a home away from the school in Roxbury Mass. I would go up there on weekends 

and on this particular Sunday night I was going back by cab as I generally went if 

the people that I rented from couldn*t take me back. And just a chance question on 

the part of the driver who introduced himself as Charlie asked me about my hixddExx 
blindness and asked me if 1 was willing to talk about it and 1 told him yes. And 

so he asked me if 1 was satisfied with the VA, 1 told him No. So He asked thep* 

after hearing my story when could X get out of school, I said anytime I like. He 

said well I'm off on Wednesdays and if I would meet him downtown Boston at 

and Fremont he would take me to see a man that would assist me. I often think^ 
suppos i  I had been a black militant and hated whitey, since the drive*was a white man
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now he was asking me to meet him and 1 had never seen him before. But sure enough 
he took me to a member of DAV, a Mr, Paul Sullivan^who heard my story and got very

very angry. A big Irishman and said that he was going to fix it that day goddamn
i tit. But after an hour he came back and said that it was going to be more difficult 

than he thought but 1 could back and be assured that he would not rest until he 

got me much more money. Now this was April of 47, After getting that rebuttal from 

the rating board he then set out to get evidence that i. he eventually took to the 

appeals board in Washington DC, And he did a very thorough job inasmuch as took 

my diagnosis to a board of opthomologist*. And these men independently -- the 3 of 

them —  independent of each other indicated that the scar tissue certainly would 
have had its toll and would eventually put the eye out. It was just a question of

but on the strength of this evidence on August 29 the appeals board Washington DC
1W -

granted them that made it^full 100% about the loss of vision. Now to illustrate

&hx£ but the lowest 100% that we have in the VA -- and the VA ratings are indicated 

alphabetically A-B-C- and the first 100% is paragraph J. This gentlemen was able 

to get me in paragraph N. At that time this meant $318 a month. As I got married 

and got a family this thru minimum increases when my last child was b o m  this was 

raised to the msgiificent sum of $475 by 1962. So you can see at that time that this 

was a little greater than subsistence level. But beginning with 1965 the VA for the 
f-frst time save a meaningful increase in comnensation. For wxamnle I went from $514

a year or better. Today I'm getting $1319 a month. So I feel sorry for the many,

But congress today now really looks after the more serious handicapped in the manner 

that they should have at the close of WWII.

time. would have had some vision

what this meant and I really didn't know until many years later until I guess 1972

many of us who succumbed during this interim period, who had to exist on this level.
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BA: Could you tell me a little bit about your process to get an education after
PC?

RR: Well as I told you I had to find a way to get out of Tennessee and 1ck I'm just

glad that I had the many problems that I had because had I not had these problems 
I probably would have stayed in Tennessee, There were my parents and my friends and 

other relatives did not want to see me go so far from home again, and so choosing

vocational training and some typing skills and some braille while at Perkins, I was 

there for 27 months and in the Fall of 49 the VA by this time had opened a rehab­

ilitation center at Heinze ILL where they could accomodate 8 students, which was at 
this point headed by a blinded veteran who had been a former school teacher and who 
organized a skill of mobility that was using the long cane. When 1 got out of there 

after 16 weeks of training I knew then I didn*t have to go back to Tenn because with 

the knowledge and skill of the use of the cane, it gives a blind person mobility and 

mobility gives you then freedom of choice. This meant then that I learned how to

Los Anglees all by myself. And I've been living here with the exception of four years 

ever since then. But a gentlemen from the VA an called me in Sept 1950, I moved out

school, to complete her education,

RA:: You had met in Mass?

RR: (affirm) So, I was sitting in my room and got this phone call from the VA adn the 

gentlemen welcomed me to Calif and asked me if I was interested in working. And 1 
quickly said yes. And he made arrangements to then get me this job out at Price 

Vistas Brass Mfg Co in San Fernando Valley and £fter the Korean war got started I 

lost my job faiyx by way of lay off in Aug 51 and so another blinded veteran came to 
my aid and persuaded me to go to college, I told him^ I would laugh in his face cause 
he knew that I mtiy had only completed the 8th grade. But this gentlemen quickly cast

a vocational thing that lê fd me to Massachusetts where I went to Perkins Institute 
for the Blind and really I didn't want to go back to Tennessee again and so I got

Am ( 1 1:

kind of thing. So I quickly made my plans to come to



aside and said that he was going to Occidental College, He only 

had an 8th grade education, I appeared to be as bright as he was. And he would help 

me get the general education development test and if I passed that he would then get 

me into LA CC, And after a battle with the VA he was able to do this. And I 

■ended LA CC in Sept 52 undertaking a course of study in real estate and insurance.

But having this big gap of not going to high school, my counselor urged that when 

and where I could substitute an academic subject for a business course, to do so. So 

I completed LA CC with 72 units which this then gave me the confidence that I badly 

needed and the education that X had never had before. So this really was a godsend.

But the thing that lejid me to take this particular course, the VA indicated that they 

would not permit me to take any course that I couldn*t finish within two years^. or 

four semesters. So I had to choose something that I thought that I could do and I did.
a.But the thing that really was^blessing in disguse was the following the counselor J

taking these academic courses. For by 1971 when the VA had a vocational rehabilitation 

program for all of the people who had never been fully rehabilitated from WWII, Korea 

and thcViet Nam era, here then whs the real blessing for when I went to Pepperdine 
Univ they accepted 64 of the 72 units as an undergraduate credit^ And I undertook 

then a course of sociology. This is how I got the undergraduate degree and I*ve never 

been to high school. But I was a good student now, I finished 72 units at LA CC 

with a 3,07 average, which really surprised everybody including me.

RA: When did you go to join the VA staff?

RR: A little flavor here. With the problems that the VA were having with the bottle 

necks and the checks in 72, 73 it was finally decided that VA would hire some veterans 

benefit counsel^, or vet remand put them on thè campuses to try to iron out some of 

the difficulties that they were having and speed up the educational allotment checks. 
And the blinded veterans association^which is an & organization that was founded in 

1945 strictly just to assist blindéd veterans^ At» operated by blinded veterans for 
blinded veterans^ requested that the VA consider hiring some blinded veterans to act 

in the capacity of veterans benefit counselors. This was 1974 nnd the VA said yes. And
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here again that X was a lucky individual« X put my request in after our president 

had told us that WWII individuals were far too old or they couldn't pass physicals,

I was able to pass the physical and got hired after being accepted by the local VA 

here/the national office also then said yes« So I completed the masterfacademic 
requirement in Dec 74 and was hired actually on Dec 6 of 74 in order to report on 
Jan 6 75 as a veterans benefit counselor on a temporary(jl700 hour^appointment.
Maxksd Where Xfve been there ever since«

RA: After the explosion did you have any contact with any of the other men in PC?
Or wereyou immediately separated from that entire group?

RR: No, Only one of the men that was wounded with me that I continued some contact

with and this was the gentlemen by the name of Jesse Jones who is now deceased. But

from 46 up until he passed in 1959-60, I continued contact^both visits and phone calls

and letters to this gentlemen« I'm sorry that I haven't been able to find others«
group

It was kind of a pleasure to accidentally be talking one night in a men's/ to learn 

that Mr. Robinson was one of the gentlemen^ that had been stationed up there. X didn't 
know him up there«

RA: But you and he have been members of the same parish for a number of years?

RR: Several years, with neither of us knowing« The men's group meets once a month

every Wed night and that's hosted on a round robin basis. And one night over a glass 

of sherry just got to talking and a chance remark on my part, led him to reveal that 

he was one of the 150 or so who received the summary court martials up there.
RA: Did you hear of that at the time it happened that some of the men refused to 

go back to work?

RR: Yes« yes. At that time several of the fellows visited me in the hospital. See
we were taken from PC over to Mare Is Naval Hospital. X might have had a little more

of my vision maybe, it took two hours to check the draw bridge between Crockett CA

and Vallejo before they would permit any traffic across the bridge. And here again
this may have been a godsend because during that two hour interim the hospital staff

twas alerted and brought in*ythey didn't know how great the casualties were and how
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many people would naturally be hospitalized so that people were rounded up and 

brought in, they were on standby when we arrived in the buses from port Chicago 

by police escort, I guess half a dozen of my colleagues visited me up until I

was sent from Mare Is Naval Hospital to Fhila Naval Hospital, which lasted from 

July 17 until 1st week or so in Sept, of 44.

RA: So you were still there then at the time of the work stoppage.

RR: Yes. And the contact was there.
RA: Were you surprised by that? Or what was your reaction?

RR: Not really^^tlause I*m sure had I*been there I would have accepted the same

type of attitude that was adopted by the personnel inasmuch as that 99% of the

personnel there was people who volunteered for the Navy. Not until Fall of 43

did the/ Navy ever draft. It hdd always been a branch of the service that got its

full complement of needed personnel, by way of volunteers. And these people had

to be d of good character and be able to pass physicals that was /stringent inasmuch

as color blindness was a thing that would cause the navy to turn you down. So you

had to have recommendation^ And this is the thing that the navy still does today.

That you must get recommendation^ jtciA they check theye recommendations out. It
isn*t just a question of putting some names down. They actually want xnniKxletters

from these people. They follow through on them. So with us feeling this way, we

felt that whatKK we were doing was far beneath navy personnel
1\A 1didn*t have white personnel doing the job, unless they were doing in some skilled 

capacity other than the actual stevedor type labor fcha at the lowest level. So we 

felt that thin kind of thing that they had placed--the position they had places us 
in was strictly a way of letting blacks into the navy and getting optimum service at 

the cheapest dollar.
RA: So you were not at all surprised then or dismayed when you learned that the men

had refused to go back there?
RR: On the contrary I was thrilled. I said, "go on brothers." And I needed something

to lift my morale at that point and little did I know at that point that I was going

j  ^Inasmuch as they



A

to be as bad 4 off as 1 was because* I was fortunate to have a full captain in

the navy to operate on me. And a captain in the navy goes from Captain to Admiral

so you can see that this is at a very high level of skill. So my docotor was one

of those people who was the best and who came to see me every morning and^ie too then
brought some of this news. It was the talk of the coast. Because when the base was

destroyed. They brought in the CBs and the CBs worked around the clock to get the base

ready to continue its badly needed work. And of course here is one of the things that

was (end of side 2) As 1 startf^to relate that I felt it was short sightedness on the

part of the naval authorities never to ever attempt either at Mare Is or PC and^as

far as I*m concerned^ ever to assemble the personnel and address it from the standpoint
V4*"»of how important what we were doing really were. From time to time they send official

out to Washington and give us the Navy E for Excellent production, bu t these people
seeing us blacks would make these little cursory speeches and zap off they would go

again. But hardly any ripple from the press. So I feel had the attempt to edify us

to what we were really doing and how important it was, then some of the complaints would

never really been voiced,A
RA: Do you recall in 1943 a group of men in PC naval barracks drafted a petition

which they then, well I found in NAACP files in NY, it was a petition setting forth 

some of the grievances that the men had about working conditions, and the racial 

conditions at PC, and indicating that they hoped that there would be a change in 

navy policy, iawas in PC in 1943 and you was still in Mare Is then, was there any 

similar kind of thing that occurred or did you ever hear of any effort to get the 

men to bring their complaints about the working conditions and racial conditions before 

either the naval authorities or outside civilian authorities,

KR: No, Ifm sorry that I didn't hear about this. In fact, this is the first time

that I've heard about this now. But the men up there were--this doesn't surprise 

me--cause the men up there were of this caliber. And there was some nice fine young 

men up there who were dedicated to do what we did, but also were thinkers. And any 
number of us were educated, I don't include myself in this particular bunch, but
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there were some college grads there and was glad to serve but these were the people 

who were revolutionary in their thoughts and so forth. Or if they hadn't been, they 

wouldn't have been Navy volunteers. To illustrate the point, that after the Joe 

Louis-6onn fight -- the first Joe Louis-Conn Fight in June 1942 I believe it was, 

that you can see then how quickly the navy opened its enlistment branch to seaman 

volunteers for the 1st time. And to show you how quickly this was filled by July 

the 9th was 552, so you can see that we were really coming. When I left 

Great Lakes in Sept 42 there were 3 black * there, who were, here again, we were 

always segregated with the exception of powers to be which were white. There were

few black chiefs at Camp Robert Small then^ for these were men who had come up out of 

the so called black gangs when the vessels shipped over from sail to steam that blacks 

were used to shovel coal and shoveling coal they hxk learned to be firetenders and 
firemen rather and water tenders and machinist^and so they assembled these msiand 

brought them up te BChiuugo I wiliah to Great Lakes ILL in capacities- that had to be 

filled there because here again, we had to have hot water and so forth, laundry 

service and all the other things and naturally firemen had to fill these positions.

So it was §i pleasure to see some black chiefs.

RA

RR

RA

So there were some old timers around then?

Yes. You could see the marks on their uniform, 16 - 20 years service.

What about Mare Is, Port Chicago, where there any of the old time guys around 

there? Black -- well there were no chiefs

RR: No. at Port Chicago nor at Mare Island. None of these places had any blacks^ijL^

the time of the explosion in 44 they had no blacks that held a rank higher than 1st

class. And most of these that held the rank of 1st class were 1st class gunners.

Now we didn't know anything about gunners but since wejte were assigned to naval

oxgtRXKK ordinance it was fitting that these were the ranks that they chose. Now

there were other*necessity ranks such as cooks and yeoman and tiered again you can
)

see 2nd and 1st class personnel holding these ranks and storekeepers. But other than 

these areasy then we didn't have any 2nd class electricians, didn't have no 1st class
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electricians. We did have one man who was 2nd, but when they appointed him 1st class
C|/0O -they switched his rank from 2nd class electrician, because he was not really doing the 

work^over the 1st glass gunnery.
RA: You would have still been there the time of the mutiny trial began, that was in

Sept 44.

RR: Yes. most decisedly so. Most definitely.

RA: Did you get any reports of the ttial itself?
w  *  f a t

RR: No not really until after the thing lTwifr-aoUial feat iiimpliM- Naturally the

stuff hit the papers and so forth. One of the main reasons 1 supposed that the harshness
A  °f

mas meted out fch to the degree it was, that the base was commana by a whifce captain.

And after the explosion the admiral of the 12th naval district come out and tried 

literally to persuade the men to go because PC was i as far as importance went was the 

only naval port of this kind, that was dispatching badly needed ammunition to the pacific^ 

shipped everything up there from Ml^munition to 4 ^ 0 ^  100 lb bomb to 2000 lb 

blockbusters m  to 16" projectiles, warheads for torpedoes and even depth charges for 

submarines« we ran the gamut in as far as the type of munitions that were utilized in 

the pacific. We had it all. So the base was really #1 in importance.

RA: You were shipping ammunition for all of the services was that right? It was

justi for the Navy?

RR: That's right. Yes indeedy. These materials would naturally go from PC to

Pearl Harbor do other points that were retaken by the US and used out there.

RA: How did you find the morale of the men at PC during the time you were there?

RA: Surprisingly the morale at such a desolate place was good. Blacks ~rr find 

ways and means to entertain themselves. We played some ball and did some boxing and 

things like this that made usa happy and so forth, but in ligjht of what you said, with

them hxpphaving the gimctrion to actually write a petition, and I'm glad to see that.

We did have some high morale there.

L_
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Here again after the riot down at Vallejo CA in 42, PC also adopted a policy of trying 

to keep the military attitude prevalent inasmuch as drills were held and flagraising 

ceremonies took place daily« As far as the bands getting out and playing the Stars 

Spangled Banner this kind of thing, was actually done« One of the men that conducted 

the band there I had been stationed with him when I was assigned to mess hall when I 
first got down to the USS N^wr.ga.i 1 was a gentlemen who was a 1st class musician, gray 

hair on his chest even. But he had been shipped up to PC and given the rank of Chief.

They made him Chiefsboats, but with his musical skills he had the band in tip top shape 

and they did it every morning. It was a pleasure. When the flag ceremon^y took place 

wherever you were youlpAeee the flag pole at attention and actually saluted as the flag 

was being raised to the top of the staff. This really looked good to all who viewed it 

Same thing would occur in the evening when the flag was lowered. It wasn't done by the 
band then but just the bugle. So once that bugle sounded you facedAflag, stand at 

attention and saluted again. That gave a beautiful picture cause even from the outside 

of the base as you would leave the base, you a»& walking, to see these blacks in their 

uniforms doing it, it was really a picturesque thing to see.

RA: You mentioned earlier that you had volunteered for the service in July 42

after you graduated from the 8th grade in June, you were at the age of 17? Was that 

a general thing amongst the guys in the area where you were of interested in the 

service or coming to •• going into the service?

RR: I supposed so. The first of my friends to go went into the service in Feb 42,
and at that time the only blahks that were allowed in the service were coming in then

by way of the stewards made- d ivision. And he volunteered in Feb and then little by 

little the other guys either went the navy or the armed services. So..

RA: Was there an active recuriting thing by the services or was this simply at the

initiative of the young black men ■el'tliL south?
RR: As far as I'm concerned, I don't kthink there was any attempt on the part of

any of the service to actually go to high schools and other places to make an attempt 

to get blacks. I know they were doing this with whites but I never heard of it with
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any of the blacks. It was just a thing on the part of us that went I guess to get in 

there and help to prosecute the war. My father really tried to dissuade me not to 

go and where I got the spirit to really go, I don't really rightly know. But my rebuttal 
to him was that I felt that if he keqsbl permitted me to go then I can have some hand

in making this a better place for blacks to live in this country, I went so far as to 

say well that blacks were last to be hired during good times and the first to be fired, 
in bad times and if you permitted me to go I can go and put in my 20 years and retire 

and at least I would always have an income. So my father only finished about the 5th
k(grade 7fch. This kind of proposition was no match to him and his wit and so he 

reluctantly gave me permission,

RA: So when you went in then it was both, your feeling at that time was to make a

career of it?

RR: Oh, most assuredly. Since I was going and interrupting my education, well, then

I believed this gentlemen when he told me well that when you left the navy you could 

have something that you could do in civilian life, and* not until I told this gXKXt big 

prevarication about being able to operate a wench did I tf really acquire some skill

that 1 could have carried on with when I got out of service.
RA: There was actually m) real skills training at Great Lakes? What was the nature of

the training there?
RR: Well, as we were leaving Great Lakes they were at that point opening some schools

there, electronic school, which really not electronic» per say. Radio, cooks and bakers 

and later on they opened additional classes for blacks,£hx But that was virtually all 

they had at that particular point. But before I graduated they had actually had no 
schools existing at thqa that point. They were just beginning as I said -- those people 
out of my division that went to cooks and baker or radio were -- you know, stayed right 

there. But by and large 80%, say 95% of all that graduated at that time were shipped 

out to Mare Is Vallejo, not Vallejo but PC or Port Wynimea^?)•
s,K.

R&: Port Wyrrtmee that's where the CBS were located so that would have been guys going
inccp to the construction batallion.
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RR: Well the forces that we were sedding there were just on loan to the CBs and

the navy still has that policy now. But they weren't really using too many of viS 

even in those days for this kind of thing.

BA: Did the CBs who came up to rebuild PC, were these black CBs?

RR: No, They were all white. Because keep in mind that the construction batallion^

which CB stand for, this had to have expert personnel to get in there and do it.

When I arrived at PC in Apr 42, they were in the process of building two new docks.

And this was a very slow process^they had only civilians doing it. Driving the piles
IjloUv*

down into the bottom of the bay. It was a slow process. Well in a month's time,^those 

CBs came in, manf  they had the base ready.•• Because look we had to have a base.

So the order of the president was that let nothing-stop everything and get that base

opened. Cause as I said even today its the largest port &£ shipping -imt ammunition 

in the country.

BA: That's right. Yes. Do you know anything about PC today? what it's like there?

RR: I've been threatening to go up there, but in 1967 when the —  during the Viet

Nam era war the navy department decided thru its powers of eminent domain to buy upJ 

the whole town I think in excess of 21 million dollars, you might want to verify the 

cost there, but I was listening to KFI, local radio station here, when one of the 

commentators did a brief phen e <6 in sketch as to why the navy did this because of the 

1944 incident. So they felt it was a greater protection then to the civilians living 

there if they made the whole area a naval base. Rather than civilians to live 

there. So I've been meaning to go up there and see it, and just never have gotten 

around to it.

RA: Did you ever go into the town of PC while you were stationed there?

RR: No. There was really no need, because the 10th division was on the 2nd floor of

the type of barracks we were housed in. And all the barracks were double deckers. And
ru

standing out onAquarter deck from up there you codld see from one end of the ¿k wh town 

to the next. And it was nothine. It was a strange thing to look at all this vast

space. And very few trees^coming from a farm area, and trees and wild ±±k± life^ ^ihis
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was really hard on me, to see so little foliage and all this dry stuff. Really it was 
a sad place to look at, Esthetically speaking that is,

RA: Still very much that way, I've been up there a couple of times.
RR: Just take this back then 30 years ago,

RA: City of Concord has expanded. In fact the town of PC doesn't exist any more
that's all called Concord now. In fact PC itself, the base, is no longer called PC 

but it's called the Concord Naval Weapon station. In my visits up there I can imagine 

what it must have been like back in that period. Just looking at the terrain around, 

that hill that wentid up behind the town, you recall. But it is still a desolate area.

RR: Well as I said, fit that in the back drop &etd of the explosion had been really,,
fl>*/ * j <uvdlthen you can see then why those people who refused ihem. Well they say/ ship us any

Dwhere. We came to fight. Let us fight. This then was a privilege that was denied. 

And I'm sorry to be able to report this kind of dogmatic attitude on those people in 
charge. I hope that there is some contrition on those who, acting under orders, had 

to give the order. As I'm ashamed myself to as 1 said be able to report that these 

were the kind of condition^that our contribution was made^ yinas far as WWII was 

concerned. Maybe this was a vital part and the part that we had to pla^ but nevertheless 

I feel that it would have been much more pleasant if I had to tell you wah what a heroic 

thing I'd done.

RA: This was part of the struggle too^I think. Was there -- as far as the quality of 

the officers there is concerned, I've gotten the impression that at least some of the 

officers there were sent there as reprimands, or perhaps they had ha^4 a run in with 
their superiors at some point along the way and punishment was to be sent out to PC 

or similar bases. Did you ever pick up any impression of that sort while you were 

there?
RR: No not really. Maybe I'm not or wasn't skilled enough at that point or wise enough 
or sagacious enough to see that. But this wasn't a thing that I could detect even at

Mare Is either, I'm sure that many of the officers privately the same kind of

complaint that we did as enlisted men^ that we were interested in fighting the war and
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certainly we didn't feel that what we were doing really was getting that job done.

The reason why I 0 <Jvj *1T in these terms on the part of the office^ since I indicated

to you that from the captain down, or Admiral down, was it ever a time that these people

didn't come up and try to dissipate some of this unrest by indicating why wejf were doing

what we were doing. So therefore they themselves^I suppos^i were not happy at doing 

what they were doing, but they weren't necessarily ready to haye this dessim^nated in 

the part of rank and file. Otherwise they too would have joined the ,

RA: Do you recall who was Lt in charge of division 10?

RR: No. I really don't. I'm really sorry because he was a very handsome young man
at f tand seemingly happy at doing what he was doing. AVery pleasant fellow to look at. A

big fellow, about 6'2" or 3" from Indiana. And he certainly didn't seem to have any

animosity toward blacks. But if you do find out let me know as I would certainly like

to look him up. The division leader was a guy by the name of Russo. I don't remember

what his 1st name was, but Russo was a black from Louisiana, a g± big fellow and a very

serious young man. Very handsome gentlemen, to see,^specially in his dress uniform.
So if you ever run across him, I'd like to look him up again. But he was the 1st fellow

Uii b*?**i/
that I met when I was sent up there, to this place, under him. I told you, at the flag

raising ceremony, we took turns, and this was done with dress blue£ We'd stand out there 
o«/v fvA tl~ y h) jv*

in^dress blud^ nice to participate in. ^See Russo --^stood well ahsHk above most of us

he too was a dude about 6'2 or 3. But as you can see Mr, Robinson and I
^tnat much height. But we were feisty. And could have made better sailors had the

kind of attitude existed today. We quickly would have rose in rank because this is

indicative of what we're doing now. We certainly had to have some kind of base to
operate from, otherwise we would be just also , and I don't think by any stretch

of the imagination that you would make that kind of an assessment of what we do now.

RA: I think that pretty much covers the general questions I have. I s there anything

else that I haven't mentioned that you would like to bring up?
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RR: Not really. I'm just so thrilled to find that you*re doing it. As soon as I

found your item. As I said, I came home that day and looked in the phone directory 

to try to find an Allen. Cause I would have called you that night. I got the local 

SF operator information, we tried to find you. And the one # that I did find that 
I thought might have been yours, K got t  no answer, so I wrote you a letter that 
night.

RA: Well, I'm sure glad you did..

RR: I've been so thrilled to see that the story now can be documented and put in some
kind of perspective for posterity for people to see and so forth. Like I said I am

ashamed that these kind of conditions existed and I'm glad that I have lived long

enough now to see that the -part of the nation now has changed to the degree that they
have. But to find that., and I lost dear friends up there, b/ that were transferred

from Vallejo up there with me. These were the kind of young black$that made the

condition?tolerable because of their attitude and ready to joke aad make you glad to

be alive and now to know that 3-4 seconds their lives were just onuoked out. And then

to have their ipemory disposed with —  how dare you to refuse —  there was nothing

said about this, yfhe tragic loss of life^Wiere was the reporters there then, writing

about that. Also being skilled as they were had to have some concern —  not only A /
about the destruction of the base —  but the large (end of side 3) The night was one

of those unbelievable things inasmuch as it was a full moon and the moon was as bright 
as it could be. And it was one of the things that when the explosion occurred I was

p

trying to think of something comical derisive to say to the boys on the PA system.
/|»vi

"Now hear this, quiet about the deck." /The explosion was the answer. When the explosion 

occurred I too, felt like running, in fact I leaped off of mv top bunk down to do t  just 
that, when the thought hit me, that we were told if you were ever in a bombing raid 

to crawl under something. So I then crawled under the bunk belowAwhich was this gain

gentlemen that I just told you, David Moss, was my good buddy and we were stationed 

at Mare Is together. I crawled under his side. When I felt it was safe to come out 

I come out calling to him. And somebody shouted to me^as I hollered "Moss, Moss,
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come and get me, man, I can't see." And somebody said that damn Bob Roughs over there

he's always playing. And then the enormity of what I was saying struck me full and I

started crying. tSio, No, I'm not joking. Come and get me, I can't see. And people

couldn't believe because in a sense the full moon being as bright as day, and up there
ft*with this empty waste land in PC as it looks today, it was just incrdible. Though

the lights were out, you could still literally see and I couldn't. "I'm not playing
u

this time. Come and get jne take me to the sick bay." Somebody say, well the sickxbay is blown mif mf *ni|i Lord.* "get me anyway, they must be evacuating the injured 
to some hospital." It was that kind of thing. ̂ Moss came to visit me, we got to talking 

about this and then he readenrad to describe that the shells and this is the reason why 

I believe that this had to be sabotage. For example, now there was, and you may be 

able to verify this, I'm told that some of the ammunition was found six miles away.

Now to get that kind of you've got to have some height. And this stuff did

not explode then when it hit the ground. Why in the hell did it explode then, j i t

it fell from ship top side down below deck. That's m̂ ty deciscion. As I said, ixkKaxx 

I'm no expert in explosives,hut what was being loaded let's take a look at that.

You had 5" shells, and 100 lb bombs on a ship that was almost ready to go out. So 

now if that stuff now gets that kind of to be found that far away^ Moss said

this stuff was falling all around him. But hell, then we had to have some other kind 

of thing to ignite that explosion. The ship fca± that came in that night was due in 

in the afternoon. The personnel that would have been working on that was in the movie. 

Some of the personnel that had to go down- and tie up the ship and get it ready for 
loading 4 had to be called out of the movie. So when a ship comes in to be loaded, 

it takes a good 8 hours just to get the ship ready^ hatchways Braxh must be opened,
and set, and put ¿Qwn in the holjs^ and the carpenters got to go to

work before you can start putting ammunition down on an iron vessel. You've got to 

have some wood down there. All this certainly would have taken time. But as we indicated 

earlier that this is an isolated ’day. Bus transportation was very very minimal. Now the 
captain and part of his crew had already come in after 8:00 in the evening and they was
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gone. I believe that that would be a place to look for a possible connection to some 

kind of point of sabotage. To wit, most captains stayed aboard their vessels until 

loading actually got under way. Cause they were interested in seeing how things were 

going and so forth. But I'm told that that captain was long since gone. Now 1 haven't 

been able to verify that but this was one of the things. 1 talked about with those who 
came to visit me from bedside. Obviously we were interested in what happened, how it 

happened.

BA: I'll tell you one thing, one of the fellows , Waldrup in Washington DC, I forget

what work division Bne was in— it wasn't 10—  but he also thought it was aabotage. He

told me was that the security at the base at PC was very bad in this sense. He says
that whites could come on to that base without proper security Khsnskx clearance. They
could come on and drive around arid he said in fact the very day of the explosion he had 

sedanobserved a stand full of white civilians, come on to the base and were driving around 

up there. And he didn't know what they were doing, but several other men noticed an 

it and were struck by the fact that here were these white civilians driving around on 

the base. So he said, his opinion, the security was a very serious problem. Simply

because of the racial situation. That is thKxhixxk if you're black you couldn't come 

on the base without proper clearance, but whites could. And he thought also that this 
was evidence again that something was amiss and that it might have been sabatage.

RRi I have never been able to account for this depression that hit me, but let's dwell 

on this a little bit, by way of ammunition and how it was fanaKd responds. The base was 
laid out in this way and I don't know whether it onteied LIill uthc.r end of- youi ff's that

.. <L vus J i k w h .«* jyou talked about, topography of the base. To disguse the base from air^

magazines were located underground. Railroad tracks ran through the base along in front 

of these magazines. And the magazines were built facing each other with the railroad 

tracks running in between«, with earth pulled up over them, with air ducts where g®t)
g j Tuylr —o* h** co-oiJ,down in away from the area, that there was a magazine and they

were concrete platforms, steil doors, close^them in. So now with the kind of thing that
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I described to you earlier everything from 1(-1 rifle shells to 2000 lb block busters.

as fW-With/much force as •• and windows were broken out 50 miles away, tfhing was heard 150

miles away, obviously this was a tremendous explosion. But why is it then that none of

these magazines -- one magazine would have really destroyed the whole area. When I say

area 1 meant for miles around inasmuch as the stuff that was there with magazines

facing each other, it would have gone off like sitting ducks. One right down theline.

A chain reaction. So that's what I'm saying then that we had to have some foreggn force 
w t f V

timed A which to do it. I will believe that until somebody in there show me otherwise.
r ~ - ' ~ : ----------- -
No accidents are in my view. Personnel down there was experienced. As I said, inspite

of what took place when we refused to go back to work and so forth, we also took pride

in what we did. We were good personnel. There was no play down there. It was —
the incredible thing is to find this youthful personnel being able to do what we did. 

what
In checking —  see/the navy said that we were doing up there, by way of what we did.

Ĉ c Av c/n/3 *Jt**x*} h t»
They weren't passing out those accommodation__________* • What peeves me is that they

t U Otreated us in the manner in which they did. And that's the thing that hu*>fco and crawly 

into my craw and makes me want me to regurgitate, (end of tape)

Routh - 29
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C 1 ̂  ~>k u /

2 A  ̂Actually maybe we could start a little bit earlier than that if you just tell me a 

little about —  this is your home MY, right? You came up here and went to school 

here and all. Well tell me a little bit about your background before you went into

the Navy and how it is you came to go into the Navy.

CS: Well, I was drafted. I didn’t have any choice. I wanted to go in the army.

I think it was about 13 of us that went down to the induction center at the same 

time and all of ws was running right behind one another— we all trying to stay close 

so we could be together. No two went the same place. And then when they got to me

they just sent me over to the Navy office there and next thing I know I ’m in the Navy.

I didn't want to be in it.

RLA: So this was the., when did they actually institute the draft? Because some of

the guys that went there were enlis tees. right.?

CS: some of ’eqi I know that I was drafted.

RLA: So you had .. had you finished school then? Or waht..?

CS: Finished high school.

RLA: What high school did you go to?

CS: Dewitt Clinton Finished high school in 1941 and then they took me in there 1943.

I was in the Navy.

RLA: So you went directly up to Great lakes then?

CS - No, I went to Virginia. They put me as a ¡‘f a * * ' i t - t*T Because now they

change it around and give you a new name. They call it the steward’s Ir-o^cX^.

And I was on board a mine sweeper.

RLA: What was the name of the vessell.

CS: YMS 165 Yard mine sweeper 165.

RLA: Where was it based— do you remember?

CS; First, it was new ORLEANS. And then they came north, we used to operate out of

Bostonharbor there. When they winId leavi they would have general quarters
' }



my station was on 20 milimeter gun. So the captain liked the way I shoot the gun.

So, I TOLd him one day, I said, listen. I see where they got black men at Great Lakes 

ILL in the seaman's branch. I wanted to go there. See, when I come to fight, I don't 

want to come fighting with pots and pans. And so they had me transferred to Great Lakes. 

Then I went to gunnery school —  4 to 6 months.

Sheppard — page 2

RLA: So that would have been in 4GGr.f

CS: Yes, 44 —  I never heard of this place port Chicago but they sent me there.

RLA: Now, what jt did they tell you in Great Lakes in terms of what —  you wanted to go 

into combat duty or...?

KS: I wanted to get on board a ship , yea. I was on a ship but then I wanted to get

back on a ship. 1 liked it out there.

RLA: At Great Lakes did they tell you that was going to happen?

CS: No, they don't tell you anything. They just send you thru training, then they ship
•H)you out. Ship everybody out^ different places. Well, they had mine picked out for

me.

RLA: How long was the training at Great Lakes/

CS: Maybe about six months there.

RLA: And that was gunnery school and what else?

CS: Boot training and gunnery school.

RLA: So after six months there then, Now, Great Lakes that was the main training base

there for the Navy for black and wixwhite right? But it was xKgrragafci segregated.

CS: Yes, it was segregated.

RLA: They had a name for the black component —  Robert Small camp.

CS Yes, they had three camps. Camp Camp Robert Snails and another camp

I forget it now. We£ left there, all the guys shipped out to different places. And they 

sent me— I was in charge of the draft^, see I was.. I had the highest mark. I come out 

of this shcool and made gunnersmate 3rd class. ^1 never did wear the stripe. So nobody
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really knew what I was. All they knew was that I was just another sailor. So when 

we get to Great Lakes It just goest by the luck of the name. My name being sheppard. The 

guy says sheppard^ Mar tin, Ross, was two guys named Martin two martins and a Ross and then

vision, a  By my nai

and some other guy, put us in the 4th division -f r^i * *"3 , See on this ship

you step forward and they put them in the 3rd division, a  By my name being Sheppard^ Smalls

you go around the clock. See, it’s just like they built a railroad and the railroad ..
oK k ) /  V*:

see like this was the railroad here and once yeu!rt. over here and another ship be over
RLA:

here. We load this ship first. I didn’t think no ship was that deep./ This is at

Port Chicaco or.. ?? CS: right? We’re loading them things right on up to the brim.

Right to the top. And I TELL YOU THIS. Them guys didnt have anything—  they didn’t have

the training. They didn’t know what they were doing. And I ’m standing up there boy,
| .

and they got them big (jfljvJaj^you can’t even get your arms around them. Great big ones

You hook the on there and bring it out^yank it off— bam/ m  that steel railroad
I I \ U  y r vcarp . He just yank it off —  both sides bam: baml bamJ I said goddam^wr^cant^do better

7  *than that.»' HE SAYS "Oh, man/ don’t worry about that. I felt the same way when I
/) t(first come. But these things ain’t got no fuse in them. I say I don’t care about the 

^ £r\ fuse,Jwi^ot TNT in them. Now nobody really knows what ahppened^ How it happened. Cause 

they had an investigation. They had nothing to go by. It wasnt even splinters left out 

of that thing. No flesh. xx2£x 322 guys lost their lives there. And they was all friends 

of mine. It wasn’t nothing enough to send home to bury.

RLA: Had you worked on those two ships?

CS: Yea. RLA: It was the Victory and the EA_

CS: I never did know the name of the ships.

RLA: I thinks that’s was it was. The Brian was the one that they’d almost finished

loading, Victory was the one that just come in./You worked on the day shiftji then?

CS: Yea, I ’d gotten off at 8:00 that night. You worked from 12 til 8. The same truck 

that bring them to work would take us back to the base. I know it was 8:00. I got out there 

8:00. Thh ship blew up about 10:15.
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RA: You were in the — which division —  CS: 4th RA: So that was LT.

and CS: Yea, that’s the guy. Lt. Delucci. He was a no-good son-of-a-bitch. He was—

somebody down. He was like the.. I guess he could beat up everybody. $ig professionalA.
wrestler. I«4mow of a nuafee

I think he was an ex-professional wrestler. He just spent half the day wanting to knock

¿ig proJ
n  * w * * *f Limwi was always challenging different guysv̂ Think 

il
you’re big enoug^f, come on out here^step forward* aiad all that kind of stuff.

RA: Was there generally a lot of racial friction there, in£ terms of the of the officers

towards the men?

CS: Yea, it had to be. This was an all black base, I have been in the Navy a couple 

of years— almost. I’d never, that’s the first time I’d ever seen a base like that. I 

$  didn’t think that they existed.

RA: What do you mean??

B£:CS: All Black! The only whites ones ^here was the officers. They didn’t have the

white men doing that stevedore work. And I resented it^too, because I went to school for 

gunnery. I didn’t come to do stevedore work.

RA: What was the feeling of the other men there?

CS: Well, they didn’t have much feeling. They knew what it was, they could see what it
A*rwas. Nobody had much —  on that base —  nobody had XhxX much schooling. .Just got all

----------- --------------------- ---------- A
these guys together^dumped them all over there*^to do this kind of work.

RA: You went there— how long were you there before the explosion?

CS: I was there a couple jt of months, I think.

RA: Did you get to know— who was the petty officer there, the black petty officer— Joe

Small.

CS: Joe Small, me and Joe were really tight, yea, we were together all the time. See,

ftf they tried to build a case around likehe was the ring leader or something. And they tried 

to build it up on me too, saying I gave advice, telling different guys what to do. Make 

it seem like we forming a mutiny. IT was nothing like that. I told them guys that— I don’t 

care what nobody does. Whether we go back to work or don’t, it don’t matter to me, cause
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I ain^t going. So they use these things— they use that kind of stuff, as if I'm 
going around— me and Joe SmallAgoing around trying to influence other guys. I never 

even went nowhere.— they all came right to the bunk. And they--"what you gonna 

do?" Hell— I don’t care...I know what I ’m gonna do. I ain’t going.

RA: This was after the explosion?

CS: This was after the explosion.

RA: Was that Port Chicago or ____________

CS: Port Chicago.

RA: But they moved you up to Shumaker? .
wv

CS: Yea, they moved us to Shumaker, «t? to Mare Island. They kept us —  they kept everybod; 

there, while they’re rebuilding the base. While they went and rebuild the railroad 

and brought in some new ships. I say what they hell they can’t find nobody else
jf f%->^ fto do this kind of work? I told myoelf ... I ehaHxt want to be on a ship anyway.

PUT me on a ship and let me fight out there. Take my chances there, see lose your

life on somebody else’s negligence. Them guys yanking them bombs back and forth, 

back and forth like that. And they’re smoking cigarettes. Big Sign "NO SMOKING" 

and thoy’ra gaoling cigatfiLffcg . Guys standing up there smoking.

RA: Well, who was responsible for enforcing the safety regulations, like the

NO Smoking, or like the training? Did anybody have training for this kind of work? 

CS: Oh, nobody had training for that. Those white officers--cause they’re only

officers there— was white— half dozen of them, They would bring ^  down and then
MOW

you don’t see them no more. They bring Lfe down, then time we start to working boy, 

they —  gone; they’re making it. Yess sir.
//ti/ **.•"*/,RA: That was the division officers? What about people like the Goldman; the loading

officer —  there was a couple or three white officers who are supposed to be working 

down there

CS: Yea, but we never seetfi them. RA: They weren't around either?

CS: No, man. Like when those two ships blew up. I don't know if there's any white

officers lost their lives.
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RA: Well, I think there was one white It. And of course, the only other whites were 

the merchant seamen that were on the ships. And the coast guard— they had a fire 

barge down there, I think there was white guys on there. Let me ask about this—

In the trail testimony, I THINk it was Ol/te Green— at the trial stood up and said 

they forced us to race against each other. Was that going on?

CS: Yea, yea. That was going on too.

RA: How’d they do that. How could they .. What was the reason?

CS: I think they were tonnage minded. Some many.. I don’t know, the officers there

must have been trying to get credit to their name or something like that by loading 

so much tonnage.

RA: Did they talk about that— the officers? Did they say..?

CS: Well, they didn’t talk to us_ /KVJ c A  _. But they use*4o paa come on out 

once in a while on the line , y/know* make you go faster. I used to always try to be 

the last one to get down onthat ladder. See, they had a ladder as tall as this building.

See how high up in the air we are? You look down there, get on top of that deck and

look down. Jesus Christ! And them guys used to come down there like monkeys. They

Sheppard-Page 6

would sldjfce down their hands on the outside of the ladder. Like the firemen^ 

in the station house. I would come down like this . Them guys stepping all over my 

hand. They are in such a hurry to get started.

RA: Well, why would the guys be in a hurry to get started?

CS: Well, X guess they... I don’t know.

RA: I mean why would they go along with it, say if there was competition what was

the reason for them.."
S *  tV*

CS: They didn’t have too much smarts up there. Aa—a whole base and nobody got a

rating. Jiman 2nd class^every body. I remember the guy that was in charge of the 

place, came over to me he said, hey, they made a mistake with your rating. They 

got you down as Seaman 1st class. So I looked at him I says, "yea, they do have me., 

they have made a mistake. Because my rating is gunnersmate 3rd class. r £ ? . u  them

other guys that came with me, them other five guys, they are seaman 1st class. When
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you come out of school they give you ----------- . You should have seen the

hh look on this man's face. Hes in charge. 

RA: This was Captain

CS: No, he wasn't no captain. This was another seamn 2nd class. See, what they had

they wouldn't give the blacks any rates and the Seamn 2nd class guys running the

whole barracks. He's in charge. So he come over to me says, they made a mistake

down here. I says yea, they did make a mistake. I'm not seamna 1st class— them other

guys are seaman 1st class. I'm gunnersmate 3rd. This maksxiHH man act like he want

to grab me by the throat. Can't understand how this could happen. But they just

wasn't giving away any.. You know, they just saving money, man. Didn't give nobody— - --- - ----- — ■ - >
no ranks.

RA: Was there much compalints about that amongst the men?

CS: I didn't see many people complaining.

RA: One of the things that Joe Small said at the trial, he said before the explosion 

the men got together, he didn't say how many times or where or how, but there were 

a couple of times to talk about the blue jacket manual .. Well he didn't really say 

much beyond that. CS: Blue Jacket manual? RA: Yea, that was that manual of

regulations and so on. Did you know anything about any of that?

CS: No. See Joe was there Before me^ before I got there.

RA: Cause I was wonder was if the men were considering that they didn't get ratings

and a lot of them like yourself didn't want to be there in the first place, you 

couldn't get transferred (CS: No they &fcx got you there. You stayed there.

RA: So I was wondering if the men were getting together to I don't know maybe get

a petiton or something like that.

getting a petition togetner.

RA: When was that?

CS: This was after the explosion. And we felt we couldn/t... we got the peition

Decide to excercise the American Way.

together and everybody signed it and then the Navy Department., ikxw see they brought
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in those investigators, they would bring this in. See, first of all, it was 735 men. 

that initially refused to go to work. See when they called us up and then they would 

have us in front of the barracks, and we know, when you march down here if you make 

a left turn, you’re heading towards the docks. See but the docks hadn’t been built 

up yet, so we never went that way, we always make a right turn and they drill us for 

a while. So when we got down there when that guy— when that officer gave the column 

left, boj^there was confusion right then and there. Everything was all jumbled up 

and together. @uys bumping up on each other. And a lot of them was crying. They 

didn’t want to go down there. Thenthey brought the chaplain over. He started talkingi
v # --------
icN tome on fellas I ’ll, «six go with you and all that kind of stuff. We know that fh e

ain’t going to stay there. All them officers, man, they get you down there and then

as soon as you get down there.start working, they’re gone. So, each time when they

would bring a high ranking officer to talk, more and more of the fellas would leave.
9-

I said there was 735 and eveiĵ time like the chaplin get finished talking then they’d have 

about 720 left, then the commanidirig officer maybe another 100 or something like that 

would leave. So them when it got down to Shumaker •—  ^

wall they had the whole bunch of us was makeshift stockade .

RA: Was that at the R\d( barracks in Vallejo?

CS: No, not there. This was RA: Oh yaa, that was after. CS: Yes, see we were

in Vallejo before the mutiny. We just »^ ^ here. We would go to

We would go out on liberty every night. But I think it was. Shumaker, yea, because 

it was a big wide open space, and they had this y/know mutiny going on. What they 

call a mutiny. It was just guys refused to go. So then they brought this hx 

Admiral over. Iji never seen an Admiral before in my life. I still only see it 

. i once. 'SnmmjB crackerf  come out there, fehoy say—  tallk, lanky guy. Admiral Wright.

*And just in case you’all — you want to know who I am, My name is Admiral Wright, I

am the commandant for the M a t  Third Naval District. And he says, they tell me

that some of you’all want to go to sea. He says I believe that’s a goddamn lie. He



say I don’t believe none of you got enough guts to go to sea. He had us right around 

like this. And he must have had about six machine guns on jeeps, pointing right dead 

at us. He told..this admiral told the officer^ /lie says alright you count to ten 

and whoever is standing up there when you get to ten, I ’m going to let you all know 

that I personally will recommend mutiny and death will b e the penalty because this is 

during war. So then he started counting. Like I said 735 guys, only when they got 

finished only 50 was left. When If it wans’t so important then it would be funny. 

Because., when he started get to 8.. 9.. man, them guys, I looked around them jokers 

were leaving, knocking you down to get the git. When that man said 10, they had
f M * ?

a wave of men— knocked the officers down by mis take. ̂  Couldn11 see .. water all in

their eyes. Finally was only 50 left. So they got us then they gave the other guys

the Like I said 735 minus 50 alright, they gave the 685 kind of court martial...

RA: summary CS: Summary, they got summaries and they used them to testify against

> us. They give us the general and use them .. The Navy Department. .¿jn they wer-e 1

bringing, guys in one at a time and then they were building a case against Joe Small
ring

andmyself. Like we.. wKXsxXfes leaders of this mutiny. And they would investigate
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'«s

these fellas there, make them change their stories. And say, now didn’t he have a 

list? y/know all kindsof shit about the list. We were^just trying to do things the 

way that we were taught to do.

RA: That’s the petition, you’re talking about?

CS: Yea. RA: Well, how was the petition circulated? and what did it say?

CS: I can’t remember what it said. I guess it would say something like, we the 
t

undersigned, rfuse to go back to work., or some thing like that.. I can’t remember.A
Cause it wasn’t that important to us in the 1st place. But the y make it like.. 

they built it up like it was a big thing.

RA: Yea, well in the trial they said that was the refusal— the work refusal

list. They never called it a petition. They never... Who got that together though? 

CS: I can’t rembember.

RA: Do you think it was Joe.

CS: I don’t think so. I can rembmer^alking around like that, talking to different
¿MAi -If
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guys and all that kind of stuff. But they., it wasnft i±ks nothing like what they 

tried to make it. I remmmber they used to comejand bring you in ±he to question 

you. I wrote out a statement and give it to the officer. And a week laker he calls 

me back in«]^’s typing and evrything. WE11 now, hey uh.. Sheppard, you can sign
. • »1II Athis here. I said I already signed it. I ALREADY make by statement and signed it.

He siad^ well this is essentially the same as the one you have already signed—  this is essen
#/ A ' xr ¿211tially the same—  so you just sign this one. I say, now wait a minute. It this is

essentially the same as that one , why don’t you just let mine go any way it is*

I said I anin’t signing nothing. I didn’t TmfUi tn sign that one that I made up.

I jsut made the statement.. I signed it. And they want you to come back., they want 

to chnge it around for you. They ain’t trying to do you no favors, you can 

gurantee you that.

RA: But you did write out a statement? But that was not the statement that was

brought to the trial when..

CS: They had to bring that one to the trial, because I wouldn’t sign any other.one.

RA: The records that I ’ve seen, they said that it wasn’t the whole 735 who refused
-- x thilthink they said 258 or something likethat. .CS: no!! RA: 

they tried to say not everybody refused.

CS: It was 735 guys refused.

RA: So after that then, that’s when ihyou were put on that barge. Yeat 

CS: Yea, we was on a barge.

RA: Tht was for 2-3 days on the barge. What happened there, anything that was..?

Wasn’t there she meeting of some sort on the barge?

CS: I cn’t remember, nah—  I GUESJ WB»'B had enough of them meetings. We never did

have a real meeting in the first place. They make it sound like sinister meetings

and all that kind of stuff. ^  ^ ' No. I ain’t going back on that
c t u u  ~ ^  v“'

damn thing. ^Get them some whiteys and put them down in there. I said, hell, I ’m
fL > y

a gunneryman. They teach mehow to fire guns, I ’m supposed to be on a ship.^ I'm a 

, stevedore. Only thing I'mji not getting stevedore pay.
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RA; What was in like there in general. Asidej? from what happened. What was a typical 

day like in Port Chicago.

CS: You get up in the morning , we would start 8:00 we would start. 8;00 on that 

ship, start to working. Nobody stops either. No breaks here. This was solid 

work. Go down in that ship and you build yourself all the way up. Just packing, 

til you find yourself way up on top. that’s the way they do.

RA: What can you do on your liberty time?

CS: Liberty— we would go out —  go recreation—  go to SF. Well, we play a little 

basketball. Liberty— go to SF.

RA: You could get over to SF? What they had a bus or something? OR you just

had to get there, the best way you could?

CS: The best way you could.

RA: What was SF like in those days. What was there to do there .

CS: I guess it's mostly like what it is now I guess.

RA: Was there any k±Hgd kind of black community there or., places where you could

go and that sort of thing?

CS: Yea, yea, what they called the Fillmore District. Yea, we’d go on out there

and go to bars and that kin d of stuff, girls, you know.

RA: Did you get any leave time. Beside from just the liberty.

CS: No, I didn’t see nobody get leaves. This was a workhorse base. Nobody get no

leaves there. Something else. ifxyHHxdHH&fcxfcHKxfckK We had a guy there name

Glenny, see if you don’t tow the line, you don’t get down on them ships.. I think

Glenny, Glenny was there before I got there, but he never worked. Anytime you see

him they’re taking him to the brig. Cut your hair, you know, bald headed. HE never

saw the inside of one of those ships. He wasn’t going to do it. Time he come out

of jail. They give him a couple of days to get straight, and when they come for him, 
H iVu** GoJJL ®—v <^ •> j t <>. s

they just pack up his bag and go on to jail. .He’s in NY I see him once in a while.

He sell vegetables on a wagon, push cart.

RA: Do you know his last name, was be in the 4th division or..



CS; Yea, he was in the 4th division. Glen. His last name was— we called him Glennjjr.

He was out here In on^41st somewhere around that way. I met him down

during the summer time, we talked about an hour and a half on the corner here_________
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h )  A " S1'* Y" (W  I never did get on one of them.. .X Said/ you*4Lnever 'or hon eithog. Never

in my life had he I been on, no-'-ieng ae they ’d docket. I started thinking, I said, I 

never should have the first day either. I don’t know what I was going in for. All I 

know is, there wasn’t no guns there. But for me to be working on > « » and I just come 

out of school and that’s what they’re going to duck* me off of. Now, let me tell you 

something about that explosion, like I said, I got back at the base maybe about 8:15- 

8:30 I was sitting on the toilet-*-1 was reading a letter from home. See, there was 

two explosions. The first one knocked me clean off, I found myself flying toward the 

wall. I just threw my hands up like this^then I hit the wall. Then the next one come 

right behind that/phooom! knocked me back on the other side of the wall. The cats was
^<*9 ir

screaming man and lights went out and glassy flying all over the place. One got out

to the door, everybody was... that thing had., the whole building 4c turned around—
W & v  a.

caving in^ Mile and a half away from the ships. And so, the first thing that came to 

my mind I said JESUS Christ, the japs have hit. Cause see we was fighting the japs.

I could have sworn they were out there pounding us with the warships or kerning bpmbing 

us or something. But .. one of the officers was shouting "it’s the ships, it’s the 

ships!" So we jumped in one of the trucks and we said let’s go on down there— see if

we can half. The man got halfway down on the truck and stopped. The guy was shouting
** , t/ V\ <*v« / ̂at him from back of the truck go on down, what the hell you’re staying Q*T-,fr f ^ *

fcĥ ge. The guy says, f̂ieu can’t go no further. See, there wasn’t no more docks. Wasn't

no railroad. Wasn’t no ships. And the water just came right on up to the., all the

way back. The guy couldn’t go no further. Just as calm and peaceful. I didn’t even

see any smoke.

RA: Were you injured in the explosion?

CS: No. Couple of the guys., well one guy there that guy Olie Green. I was hoping
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that they wouldn’t ask him. But I know they were going to ask him. We got up on
at

that stand there and he had an arm in a cast that time. And I was hoping that they
:v

wouldn’t ask him how he got his hand-* So finally the man says, anybody want to ask

him any more questions. One of the guys say yea How did you injure your hand? This

guy was 38 yrs old and he was the first guy in the chow line all the time. And he

say, I was running to the chow hall and I slipped on the stairs. Everybody ^ in the
2

courtroom broke out laughing. Hell, you sonofabitch you make a real clown out of us.

I caught that guy in jail and I whipped the hell out of him in jai^too. I was thinking

about that the other day, I say, hell ev«y fight I had that I couldn/t hit the guy in

the face, because everybody would know that you were fighting, couldn’t hit him in the 

face, and we couldn’t make any noise. 50 guys there just fighting. 48 was watching 

and no noise. See, the guard sit at the desk there, he’s got a long cell block and

it’s a ______________ like. Desk here you know, then he's got the cells here, and cells

here. But then it goes down here. Where this is out of view. The man sitting here.

So once we get back here this man can’t see anything was happening here. So we had to 

get back there and we fighting. Fighting in silence. Can't het each other in the face. 

Cause I wouldn’t swing at his face anyway. But I know they had to wrap him up. He told 

the doctor that he slipped on the stairs again. I know I had him walking sideways for 

a long time. They wrapped him up, cracked his rib.

RA: So they had all of you there together. Separate cells or how did they have it?

CS: Well, cells. Some of em was in bunks.

RA: How many were you?

CS: 3 tiers. The bunks were 3 tiers. But the cells, two men in a cell.

RA: That was at...? CS: This was at the Naval disciplinary barracks. RA: Mare Island?

CS: No. This was San Pedro, Calif. Af ter they had..

RA: Oh, this was after the..

CS: Trial, after they’ve found us guilty. This was we did our time. That's another

thing, see, they put us in one of those forced marches. I never did like the idea. They



a

took us... they got us handcuffed. Now each one of us is carrying that damn, that big

.. the record of the trial. That alone is heavy. Plus our gear. They wouldn't let us

ride. They marched us. Cats was lollowittg
W ta good time. They walking behind the truck,
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down. I know them whitey was laughing^ having

RA: This was when you were going to San Pedro?

CS: Yea. right. Themmarines there, you know marine guards. See marines handle all the

prisoners, in the navy. They call us niggers all over the PA system. Bust $iou upside 

the head in a minute. Hhk

RA: How did you feel about the defense that Lt. and the other guys...?

CS: I forget his name, what was it— Feldman, I think. RA: Feldman or something like

that. He was the chief defense lawyer. There was another... What did you think of..?

CS: I thought that he., well there are certain areas where he., where he couldn't go 

but so far. T4ral^"Wflisi1 m. Thurgood Marshall. This was an open court. Maybe 

4-5 newspaper men come in and sit down. But then I noticed this colored fellow coming 

in everyday. And he's the only one there that wasn't takin g notes. Seem like he must 

have known what was going to be the conclusion. He didn't even bother taking notes. He 

just sit around there.. And after about 4-5 days of that I noticed that he spoke with 

the .. our head chief counsel. They closed the court room with him in it. And them 

Marines, the guards, they looked around, our officer told^2d*^o step outside. They 

didn't want to go. He says ̂ our prisoners* here. He says I said for you to step outside. 

Almost had an argument right there. Because they want to hear everything that was being

said in the courtroom. Especially with this black man coming up there, mk didn't know
1/vAvO
in the hell this guy is. We didn't know him. £bhsk Course, I'd read some of the work

that he'd done already. Chief speciall counself for the NAACP. And some differentA.
cases throughout the country. Cause I used to get Pittsburgh Courier, and Baltimore 

Afro-American »wherever I went, I always get it. I always see something in there about

Thurgood Marshall. So I did know.. I didn't know who he was when I saw him, but then he 

came in and he told us, "well I.. I'm Thurgood Marshall, I'm the Chief Special Counsel 

for NAACP. And we have taken an interest in this case, and w e fre watching this..I'd like

r
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to take over tke case. He saa* take It over right then and there. So then they had 

a meeting, you know, a vote and so most of them guys say it looks like this Lt. here 

is doing a good jab. So, they let him stay on. So then Thurgood Marshall say ok 1*11 

stay around here for another aouple$£ of days we'll see what happen. And when we were 

found Guilty then he took over the filing IfK* k  filing the appeal and every­

thing .

RA: In the defense, did this navy Lt who handled the defense did he come around and

interview each man individually. Or, what was the strategy of him putting the defense 

together? HOw was that figured out?

CS: Well, I really don't know-. Can't remember that. I know that I guess he would start
Ho«'4

off with the statement thatyou made. RA: He had a copy of the statement.

CS: Yea, and he worked around that. Looked like nobody did have a valid reason not

to go except that guv Olie Green, because he did have his hand in a cast.

RA: So, it was decided then that the strategy of the defense would be ...

CS: Well, first of all, they are trying to prove that what we did, we did it for trying

to exercise our rights as citizens and all that kind of stuff. But those jokers gave us 
Did

15 years/22 months.

RA: That was at San Pedro ? CS: yea. RA: What happened when you got out?

CS: When I genai got out, see by my name being Sheppard, they was starting from the

A's —  they would let out 5-6 at a time. So when they got to me me and Joe Small, we're 

together all the time, when we got to the base, we were riding for about an hour in the 

truck. Where in the hell are they taking us. 5-6 men together. Where in the hell are 

we going? We got on the Navy uniform and everything— could still see the base. Read 

the base, it said, some kind of what in the hell you call it, you know a bases where they 

send guys back and forth, you know, out. Send them home and send them different ships 

and all that kind of stuff.

RA: Like the discharge or for processing.
CS: Yea, so I see all these k± guys, taking showers and getting all cleaned up. I ask

some questions of the guys. He says oh yea, we go out every night. I say yea. We aint



been out in almost two years. So I waited and waited and waited. I was in charge of 

the draft I says to one of the say we've been here for about an hour

hour and a half, sitting over there in the corner, or sitting on top of our bags. Where 

is our bunks? See all the other guys have bunks, where is our bunk. He say, well you 

ain't got no b u n W  Wejve got a ship for you . I said you’ve got a ship already** 

r.!!:&1&x8feixKBxhttnk> I said guys been here 8 or y months waiting for a ship. He said
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CL V ^JkAyea well they already found one for you. Yea^hha Ilcvelirr Shangalffioi V..10 .T 

So then finally when they put us in the bJ k  V y forget the name of the

*■=—1 —  Wherry. Going-going getting dark. And we're going underneath the Golden
£  J f a  L U i «’>

Gate Bridge. look'llt this ship this guy talking about. And sure enough I could see
'— --- way

an aircraft carrier wail the hell out there. You climb aboard, rope ladder, climb up

there and as the last of the five.or six men I hdd with me, as the last man got on top

of that ship I can hear thdftt _______bringing up the anchor.

RA: What carrier was that?

CS: IT was not one of those big ones that you can remember. IT was one of those ships

that they made into a carrier. Auxiliary carrier. Shot us oversea^

RA: So that would have been 1946?

CS: Let's see, now when'd we come out? We must have come out of there, let's see the

war was over in 1945. So it was a few months after that.

RA: So you went right overseas?

CS: Right on overseas. RA: Where idd you ship out to?

CS: Well, there was a little confusion there too. We was supposed to go to New

Caledonia. And after we was out, we out to sea for damn near 30 days, this Captain 

called me upstairs and says you're supposed to go there, we were going there, but we've 

had our orders changed. We're going now, we're going to Okinawa. So when you get to 

Okinawa you have to take these orders to the office and then you will have to go there. 

When I looked at the map, in hi s offices, it looked like, it seemed like this was 

Okinawa, we had started from SF over here in a line like this, and this took 30 djtys.
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He showed me where I had to go r This is where you are now, you're go to go here.

I said, you mean to tell me it took us 30 days from here to here and now you're goiina 

send me here. I said well do you have a ship going from there to here? He say, No. 

You just have to get one going that direction. That's the way they did us. Every 

time we looked around I used to tell the guys, all you do is use one outfit, dungarees 

just use one. That night you're gonna wash it, then get up in the morning put them 

back on. But feeep everything tied up ready to go . Cause you never know when the 

hell they're gonna come. So we went to about 3 or 4 different islands like that, 

trying to get here.

RA: Now this was Okinawa you were trying... CS: No RA: You were at Okinawa

CS: We're at Okinawa, in order to get to » New Caledonia. When we got over
tv *there^ Guam^the guy come running in there said Goddamn you guys sure is lucky. I look 

" W 7Uat him I say we lucky, I ¿hook at hime and say yea we sure is lucky. So he say you cats

ain't been here but 3 days and your're on the draft going to the States already.

I say I thought he was kidding you know. Tfrrtws So I got down there

and looked at the names, holy mackerel, I run out and get them other guys . They've
€

made a mistake see we're supposed to spend one year overseas. That's the > //M a . » •# 

RA: Like pjshaby CS: Probation, yes. We got to spend that overseas. We just left

SF and we're coming right back to SF. Yea, we come in there, they -fi-ftd out

they send other guys away, I don't know where they went. They wen t to Alaska, Iceland 

all that kind of stuff. So I was the last one. I was determined not to go. I say

damn I aint going to. Put my name up on the wall and I was working in the cleaners.
i/cn*+x.

^ —  if you don't be there miss that draft,They found out I <g*Sk.

your name is on there and you ain't there, they call you. And then they come get you.
-  A-*

So everythme they call my name out, Id be out there w^w-h-i-s-h zoom. Nobody could 

every hear my name being called. So when they came to get me, the officer say "look 

what do you mean yea we had him about four times this man was up on the draft to go

out there and h^jkever went. I say well we never heard noth^ing like t h a t .... I

say that's right. I didn't see my name up there, working in here all the time. So
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so took me upstairs , he say alright you come up there and so I went up there
A

and there was a young kid, just come in the Navy. So he says,Awhite guy, you know, 

he’s making out these papers When he comedo my record, you know every body’s records 

look like this you know, my look like aboilt this high. With all that stuff. ft -fL,
J n

» this is your service record^. I said u—hum.^ Goddamn,he turned another 

page, he said a general court martial. Now, they’ve never seen nobody with a general 

court martial, got a summary court martial, but you don’t get no general one. And 

then he said, mutiny'. Oh god have mercy. Look at this. Then hr-c called everybody 

in the office. Hey look & Joe, Jack. Well one of them felt sorry for me and sent
jo  a »w  jt'-K /« 'S

me on home. So H ip, v - ifti— rrfT RA: To NY f  hu&? CS: Yea, they trying to

send me to Iceland, I wind up in New York. You know my discharge, when we got to the 
^«-5* «•'f

St. / t ) . The officer got enough nerve to ask me would I like to re-enlist.^ I
T X > yy ^  ^said oh lord have mercy! You don’t know what you re talking about. They nfn up—fcm n e  

the very last minute, I had my fingers crossed. Cause I figgered something gonna go 

wrong. The very last minute, when they call ’em. See they got you seated alphabetically. 

So they call your name and you shake iha hands with the Chaplain and he hands you your

discharge. So when they come to me, like my name is Sheppard, he say something like

Williams— Williams?? Now everything was in order and got to my name^they call «re*

the wrong name. I say, no that’s not me. I knew something else was going to happen.

So then they said ofi---my mine was the only one they had underneath the desk. Mine

discharge doesn’t say, like the dischrage says ’’Honorable Discharge” from the United 

States N^vy, that’s the way it’s suppose to go. But mine just say Discharged from the 

US Navy/Jhen a real small line says, "under honorable condition^'. So that was the 

one they had underneath the desk. That was mine. RA: But it is an honorable discharge? 

CS: Yea.. I folded it up just like it is a newspaper. I folded it up like that, put it 

in my pocket. I think I still may have It.

RA: That would have been .. what year was that then?

CS: 46. I come home the summer of 46. August.

RA: Did you ever meet or talktf directly with. Marshall.
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CS: No* You know he didnlt realize It but eyerytim e he came over. See this guy

was so nonchalant, he was., he walked right In there^ /And he stuck up a conversation 

with one of the reporters— a woman, nice looking borad y/know. It looked like everyday 

he's riding., she's got a convertible car. I think he must have taken a plane out there.
Ovi^ «• o

They would come to the courtroom in the morning inoludtng lunch^ and then come back and 

finish up the end of the da^ tjhen he would ride with her again you know go out there.. 

Every single time he got in the car with her£.. The marine^soon as they gook off, as
. . . r wsoon as they go out there, ° j»"*- q~*- hi a lag ctujj ____  detail

ii , u"Tention!" I say here we go.. Double time. Then he'd run us like horses. Up down,

just idling. It didn't bother us because we know that they had tarun too.^You-know__ 

the guards. They be running boy with them rednecks with the water running all down 

their back. Man., they kept us in good shape.

Did 22 months, then k k h£ out for a few months, floating out there around in
c s \the Pacific. See, my whole Naval career was a little different from everybody else's. 

Because I went to two boot camps. See, when I first went in 1943, they sent me to 

Viriginia, where you go through about a one month boot camp. Then they send you out.

So when I got the ship in New Orleans and then I was on the ship for about six months 

before I got transferred back to boot camp again. Right away I started in Great Lakes 

all these new guys, and I'd already been in the Navy about 8-9 months already when I 

went to this boot camp. My dungarees was a little different from theirs because it's 

been worn. And aboard ship you just tie them on a rope and throw them over. It bleaches 

it cleans them. So everybody got these brand new dungarees on and I stook out like a 

sore thumb (end side 2) K  wasn't about toxg|plrme any more dungarees. And I wasn't about 

to buy none cause I didn't need none. There were good, but it just that faded because 

of the salt. I had a twisted naval career all the way.

RA: Waht have you done., when you got out and came back here to NY

CS; Yea, I worked in  ̂ civil service^ Then I left there , went to

Albany, was there about six-seven years. I drove a bus for the city. But when my mother



was sick^ Iknew she was dying so I came back.

RA: Are you working here?

CS: Rightnow , I ’m not working.

RA: When you look back on this whole thing thathappend out there in Port Chicago?

How do you feel about it?

CS: I don't even think about it. This story here that i"m telling you, you know, I've

never told this to anybody. ^ manm ygu hnniit a b o u t t o r i e s  the army and navy.. I don t 

say nothing. I never even told my son.

RA: You've never seen or had any contact with the other guys except for..

CS: Once in while you bump into the guys you know. Like little Willie Banks. I heard 

he went to Chicago^K.C. Dixon that was my budy. He worked withal me all the time.

They tell me that he got an arm cut off.. But I would have liked to seen Joe Small. But 

I never seen him....

RA: Was he the same h± age, was he older..?
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C:S: Yea, about the same age.

RA: I'm trying toX locate him. Well, I'm trying to locate all the guys.

CS: Joe from New Brunswick.

RA: New Brunswick, yea., that's

CS: He was.. I think he said he worked on a farm. His father Sim a farm

was a hell of a guy. C **1 A fix things you know. When they put us to work

out there, he used to , he was always fixing things. They should have sent him to 

school to learn something. That guy couAri be out there working in that San Pedro place 

there, he'd go out there, K our work is outdoors, and Joe used to, in no time at all, 

fch&ri he'd have a washing machine, ysni washingmachine that's been discarded^ C°"w  t 

fh  ^ ♦ » A joe was good with his handi He should have been anything but what they had
\ihim doing. They just disregarded black people. Put themniggers down there at that 

ammunition place. That's what they do.

RA: During that 22 months at San Pedro, did you all have knowledge there of the campaign

that NAACP was organizing?
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CS: See, that white woman, I never did know her name, RA: The reporter.

CS: Yea, she would come up and visit us sometime. She'd come from San Francisco 

and I guess she took the train. But she'd come out there cause this is in San Pedro, 

this is southern California. And every once in a while she would come out and give us 

"haveheart" Marshall doing so and so and he asked me to come by and say so and so..

RA: Is tht so? fiSx That's interesting. I bet I know who she is because in looking at

thenewspaper accounts Inoticed that there was a whole series of em written by this woman 

reporter. CS: Yea, it must be her. RA: And that her articles are the only ones, that

quoted Thurgood Marsahll. The other reporters, you know you would never have know that 

Thurgood Marshall was there.

CS: That was Jbk,. Nice looking girj

RA: Was she very young or how old was she?

CS: Oh, I'd say she was about his age at that time he was about 30.

RA: Maybe I can find here thKXBx then. She worked on a SF paper.

CS: That's right. She come from SF.

RA: I was very impressed with her^ reports becuase seem very fair, and they were the 

only ones where you got someidea of ... She would reprinted his statement. I guess he 

must have had a press conference., and she reprinted his..

CS: Yea, I tell you she was driving him around. So You know they be rapping.

RA: Do you have any of your papers, photographs, things of that sort from that ime?

CS: No.
RA: What do you think has been the main effect of this on your life, looking back on it? 

CS: I don't know, I just threw it out of my mind. Like it didn't happen. I know trhnf 

ru afe they did to us, crack guys upside the head for nothing. All 

kinds of punishment.*«.for nothing.

RA: At Port Chicago you're talking about or this is at Sa Pedro.

CS: No while we got the... at San Pedro they didn't bother you much. That was a big

base. It must have had about 3,000 men up there. Them smaller brings where they used
K



to take advantage of fckgiii.^ 6\J

RA: During the trial you mean?

R CS? During the trial. Durigg the trial they did a lot of things to us.

RA: Would you have handled the trial differently looking back on it now?

CS: I wish that we would have let him handle it —  Thurgood Marshall. But I don't think

he could have won it anyhow. They wans’t going to let him win it.

They don’t care what— how good the defense lawyer was. Them guys sitting up there, they 

disregard every damn., everything according to law. They just disregard it and do what
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they... One time, one or two times, fcho cither lawyer would get carried away and i

get one pf the officers up there and be ____. I see the guy stopp and look at

and then he’d have to back off. They did what they felt like doing.

RA: Did Delucci lie on the stand?

CS: Oh sure, sure he likd on the stand, a lot of times he lied. I remember him saying

that he heard the guys.he heard the men saying let’s dont work for the white mother

fucker. I didn’t hear that. And w e ’ve got em by the balls. Yea, but when he get on

the witness stand and they ask Lt Delucci, which one said that? He can't say that.

Maybe it wans't one of the 50 there. IT COULD HAVE BEEN one of the 735.

RA: In fact he admitted that he was facing the other way, when he supposedly heard

A j  CS: Yea. I wonder is he still al^ve? RA: How old is he then?

CS: I say he must have been about 26 at that time. 26 - 28 something like that.

RA: Well is there anything else you can think of that you can say about this?

CS: No, I can't think of anything. I know I had a hell of a feeling when they came

into the brig and had us all lined up there and they had machine guns all around us.
t>7

And telling you that you *ve been found guilty general court martial been sentenced

for 15 years. Well, my knees almost hit the ground. I started counting^I said damn^
p15 years. I just had my daughter, just born too. You see., all that... I never got 

paid, the 22 months, I didn't get paid, plus my wife wans't getting any money feither, 

because they done ga cut the allotment.



RA: And that would have been true for all themen?

CS: Sure,all of us, all of us. yea. Whoever had dependents th.ey cut it.

RA: Do you know if the men who were killed in the explosion, if their dependents got 

insurance money.

CS: I don’t see why not.
RA: I would have thought they would. But so far I havenft found any evidence. I fm wondering

if in fact they got the insurance money?

CS: I couldn’t tell you about that.
RA: Well i think i ’ve asked all the questions i had. If I think of somemore say over

the next month or so it’s possible I ’ll be coming be this way to work on this if I can 

C^op in again CS: Yea., you got my phone #. RA: Because as I work on it and think more

about I may .. Also, I should tell you you’re the first of the fellas there that I ’ve 

been able to talk to about this.

CS: What you couldn’t contact nobody else?

RA: I ’m trying to. You got the letter I sent out. The way that worked by the waay was

RA the when I went down to the Navy Dept I said I wan t to talk to.. They said, well we

can’t give you the addresses. But finally they said what we’ll we do is if you we±£ 
won’t

write a letter. We w±il give you the address, but we will send the letter out the the 

last address w * -  i  * - & .

CS: I imagine lot of the fellas, they’ve moved. RA: That’s what I ’m worried about.

RA: Your’s is the only one that came back so far. There maybe when I get back some 

more.. But your’s is the only one who came back.

CS: I wish you could get a hold of K.C. Dixon, put down, Kenneth Carlton Dixon. That 

was my best friend out there. I ’ve tried to find out where he... I can’t find him.

I sure would like to see old Joe Small too.

RA: I tell you well if I find them, I ’ll let you know. I sure will. I’m going to 

really try. What I ’m doing is the first step is this mailing I did through the Navy.

If that doesn’t work I ’m just going to start going through the telephone directory.

Cause I know everybody in the trial transcript they have alist of where everybody

pg 24 - sheppard
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was born or what was their home town at the time they entered the Navy. So I'm just 

going to start with the Telephone directory in the home town^and start looking and hope 

I can either find the fellas that were there or either their children, their kinfolks 

or something like that. Locate them that way.

CS: I guess a lot of em not alive any longer.

RA: Well, most of them are* like you kind of young fellas. I mean there were a few older

guys like Ollie Green..

CS Ollie Green, yea. Smith, a guy name Smith. Smith, he was the only one that., he was 

RAxxxSmiih* about 30 at the time and he was the only one that refused to talk. When they 

had these investigators, they got us quartered but you know, and then they would call you 

RA: THis was up a Shumaker?

CS: Like Shumaker, yea. Every time they call boh him in, he say he ain’t got nothing to 
say. He didn’t even make a statement. He say I don’t want to lbake no statement. He 

didn’t want to talk, didn’t want to do nothing. They didn’t like that. They made sure 

that they gsve him 15 years. See, mine is 15, but they cut it to 12. Gave him 15— made 

sure he got 15. Cause he didn't talk. He didn’t try to cooperate^in other words. I would 

tell him, what I tell you. It wasn't what they wanted to hear. See they try to get you 

to talk about somebody elsej^hey trying to build up a case against somebody else.

That’s what they wanted to hear^/^ell what about so and so. Î ook I don’t know nothing about

so and so.^I knows about what I did. I didn't give a damn what theydid to me I wasn’t
o u

going back — I wasn't g o i n g I  don't care what they hell they did. I can remember 

those guys^. Martin, Ross, ;,//■ ft ¡ f a g s  cigar butts. Then

got enough nerve to kb tell you, come on^and do it all over again.
RA: The 4th division, did you— after the explosion you all stayed there to clean up?

RA:
CS: No, we didn’t do no work at all. /You moved right out to.. CS: Yea, Mare Island

RA: Because some of themen they kept there to actually clean up. after the explosion. 

CS: Yea that place was all twisted around. I keep thinking I looked at sort of once 

in the Daylight cause at night time you can't see too well,Looked at the building

done turned completely around. ^  never will find out what happened. Sabotage or what..
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RA: What they found in that investigation they oewldat ■. The burden of what they said

felame the men, carelessnessthough was that they said it was —  well, they 

not being concerned about safetchings like that because see, Captain Captain

who was the Canmumder for all the Mare Island, and the Captain who was head of
r  c _ _ Captain^when they heid had the investigation, they were up there, they

called them interested parties but it meant like they could have been defendants, 

they could have been charged with negligence. When I RAad that report, the only people 

who testified in that was the white officers. And they had the white marine guards come 

and testify. They had people who were witness^f variousxkiiids. types. I think that 

that whole investigation of the explosion, they only had three black men.. One of them 

was a driver for one of the white officers. Who was basically, I guess they had 

driven up on the pier or something, that afternoon or that evening b efor the explosion

---  and he just testified that he hadn't seen anything. Then they

had the guy who taught., who had the school, the Jolly Roger Wl«vcA^chool,

where they taught the guys how to run the ^  ̂

CS: Did they have a school?

FA: That's what he said. He said that he came in and testified as to how they train

them and so on. .
27 M t ) ¿j. 11

\ZS: Thai* guy lashing on to the bomb. « ^  out to ^oor. bam! bam! Jesus

Christ, man. Don't you know how to work this thing? /That happen all the time?

CS: Sure, that happen all the time. Them guys on the they have the W ^

down there andy>hang on them bombs and them boxes and everything. But you see
.  , ,  *how them guys do. See you've got to off the peir bring it up on the side or

the ship, and then bring it down, you know, all the way down. Guys be down on the 
joOU*/v vy?

bottom i n e . Guys used to say b-b-b-ba-a-a- that s the way they used

to do it. Start off spKKXHgxd speeding from there up in the air, he didn't ^ ^ i -----
fxy Get there ^  steadliy _____  Then get this far

from your head. It's a nightmare man.
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RA: Well they didn't call any of the enlisted men to testify. Nobody from any... 

they said only three men. I don't think they called anybody like from the 4th division,

the division you were in. The men who actually did the loading. They didn't call
^  ©vJ W

itional notes: / J
WAAAJci'S

Cyril Sheppard is a light -skinned rather'pouney guy who reminds me of Jackie Gleason

them.

RA: Someadditional notes:

of about 10-15 years ago except his eyes certainly have a haunted look or perhaps
l/vJ'*-

that's just my imagination. One thing he said after^topped taping. He was talking 

about being at J5an Pedro when the news came that the war had ended and that they were 

(the prisoners) sitting up in the stands up on the sports field while the Mari® guard}N
were out marching around and the word came in so that the prisoners learned it before 

the guards did that the war was over and he (SHeppard) upon hearing the news shouted 

out the guards, "hey, guys we did it again" which infuriated the guards. He 's got 

a daughter who is 34 years old, who's born just at the time that he learned of the 

sentences, when the sentences were handed down, shortly before^ or after« l/e's got a 

son who is 25, whom he's never told about Port Chicago and what happened there aii at 

all. Another thing, at the KHHixxxxH conclusion of the interview Sheppard asked me 

about publishing the book and financial remuneration. Although he didn't use that 

term, I indicated that if the book is published and I get an advance, I would be willing 

to share the proceeds with the informants who helped me.

###



CONFLICT
WITH
OFFICER

GIRIL SHEPPARD interview 10/27/77 ANNOTATED INDEX TO TAPE C dV\ I
3K8 West 132 St. '  }

x NYC 10027 
1 Z\2 AU6-3518
W
SIDE 1
017 LACK OF CHOICE

Was drafted into Navy, "had no choice.M Wanted*, to go into Army 
(Said some men at P.C. enlistees)

038 EDUCATION .
Finshed DsWitt Clinton H.S. 19^1, drafted 1*43‘.

050 FIRST NAVI EXP. & GREAT LAKES
Sent to Virginia to serve as mess attnedant aboard mine sweeper (IMS 165) 
Operated out of New Orleans, later Boston. Had exp. with 20mm gun 
Requested xfer to Great Lakes, wanted training for Seaman's Branch.
Went to Gunnery School for 4 mos. in 1944 (maybe 6 mos., check) (108)

88 ARRIVAL AT P.C. (WANTED TO GO TO SEA)
No previous knowledge of; wanted Nto get on a ship."

107 GREAT LAKES (DESCRIPTION) (GRIEVANCE ABT RATING)
126 Had highest mark; rated Gunner's mate 3rd class, but never got a 

stripe.
143 FOURTH DIVISION

Placed in divisions by last name; in with Small (Joe)
155 LACK OF TRAINING FOR AMMO LOADING (among men) V

Desc. of rough handling by winchman 
166 DISCOUNTING OF DANGER (by winchman)

J&these things ain't got no fuses in them” Don't worry, I felt V the same way (f.e. fear) when I first dame here”, said winchman. ̂
172 CAUSE OF EXPLOSION UNKNOWN
177 KNEW AS FRIENDS MANY OF DEAD
182 HAD WORKED ON SHIPS

Came off duty at 8 p.m.
201
201 DELUCCHI ”a no good son of a bitch.” Ex-professional feemrJtx "He

just spent half the day wanting to knock somebody down; he was always 
cha llenging different guys, *If you think you're big enough step 
out here,' all that sort of stuff.

215 RACIAL FRICTION —  RESENTED STEVEDORING WORK
It had to be. Discusses segregated structure of ranks and officers; 
hadn't seen this before. ”They didn't have white men doing stevedoring 
woir k; and I resented it too, because I liidaJLi went to school for 
gunnery, I didn't come here to do stevedoring work.”

226 LACK OF SCHOOLING AK)NG MEN
240 ACCUSED AS RING LEADER

He and Joe Small were ”tight.” Accused of advising the men. Said 
he told men he didn*' t care what they did, but he wasn't going (back 
to work). Said men did come up and ask what was he going to do. 
Criticized prosecution is for using this to make it seem he was 
advocating/agitating men not to work.
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Cl SHEPPARD 2/2/2
260 Stationed at Shoemaker while base repaired*
263

271

2 77

297

317

325

337

3*5

352
364

375

400
409

435

463

ANTICIPATION OF RETURN TO LOADING (AFTER EXP) they can't
Notes new ships being brought in* "What the hell, Knttibdtiogr find 
ncD body else to do this kind of work?" I want; ed to be on a ship* 
"Pat me on a ship and let me fight out there; take my chances out 
there* Don't want to lose my life due to somebody else's negligence*

§i||SAFETY WARNINGS NOT OBSERVED.
Said some men smoked wigar despite No Smoking sign

OFFICERS LEFT PIER
They would bring you down and then we wouldn't see them no more* \Jai 
Sez also didn't see loading officer*

COMPETITION (RACING) IN LOADING
"They were tonnage minded*" Officers wanted to get credit by 

loading so much tonnage*
Described how men used to slide down ladder rapidly 
WHYF Answered men "didn't have too much smarts*"

COMPLAINS ABT LACK OF RATINGS (SENSITIVE ISSUE)
(S* seems especially sensitive aabt not having rating he thought 

he deserved) told anecdote abt this* (Makes point of distinguishing 
self from other men, although expresses that lack of ratings was 
a general problem* NOTE« I should watch for tensions among men due 
to sensitivity abt ratings and education differences —  perhaps also 
regional and rural-urban*)
Sed other men didn't complain* "I didn't see people complain*"
(Then how did he come to know how they felt, if he did?)

jtvB

NO KNOWLEDGE OF PRIOR MTGS
LIST WAS PETITION 
Said men were exercising their rights in signing a petition after 
the explosion

Describes what happened when "column left" order given, confusion k®ss 
at least partly becasue always went right before since dock wasnt 
built up* Says some men were crying, they didn't want to go down 
there* Chaplain brought over* other high ranking officers* Men began 
leaving ranks of refusers* (Claims there were $6x 735 refusers initially 
but this seems more like the total # of men there before exp*)
Describes this as "guys refusing to go (work)" rather than mutiny
Admiral Wright speaks* Quotes Wright's "you guys have no guts" speech* 
Describes jeeps with machine guns* Wright had officer count to ten and 
said men who continued to refuse would be charged with mutiny and 
death sentence recommeneded by him* Describes how most men hastily 
left refusers' ranks*
HEN USED AGAINST EACH OTHER (FETITXON/lIST)
Some of men who left refusers* ranks and were given summary coutt 
martials were later called to testify against "mutineers"
Says they made to change their stories; describe petition as a "list" 
Describe wording of petition; We, the undersigned, refuse to go back 
to work***" or something like that* It wasn't that important to us, 
but they built it up into a big)i thing"
STATEMENT
He wrote out a statement; another statement was given to him to sign 
(He refused)* Indicated his original statement was brought to trial

5

5

1
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490 REMEMBERS NO BARGE MIG (RACIAL SEC; RESENTMENT OF)
Says men never had a real meeting« "I just didn't want to work on 
that damned ship; let them get some whities and put them down there.M

SIDE 2
005 DESCRIPTION OF TYPICAL DAY (WORK ROUTINE)
023 liberty/leave 0

Played hasketball9 went to San Francisco (get there best way you
could« no bus) wnet to bars in Fillmore looking for girls* duCCc^Mnw  dr

055 STORY OF GUY WHO NEVER WORKED ON SHIP
Glenny always refused to work on the ships« was constantly in jail 
(and with shaved head)* Says Glenny now in NY« sells vegetables 
from a wagon* Says he was in 4th Div* last name Glenn(T) (Not 
one of the accused*)

095 EXPLOSION AND AFTERMATH
Was dazed« bldg damaged« thought was Jap* attack* Officer shouted 
flMen« it's the ships« the ships! 11 Jumped on truck with other men 

140 and drove toward pier« which was destroyed« could see nothing 
but water —  no ships« not even smoke* He not injured*

145 OLLIE GREEN ANECDOTE
Injured hand running to chow line* When he testified to this in

230 OPINION OF DEFENSE
Certain areas where he couldn't go but so far*

235 THURGOOD MARSHALL
First noticed him at trial« because he didn't take notes*
S* had read of Marhsalls he used to get Pittsburgh Courier and 

275 Baltimore A& fro-Am* Marshall offered to take over case but men yi
voted to continue with Veltmann* / J?G

307 RELEASE FROM SAN PEDRO, descrpitmon of* W *  k *
363 Was supposed to be shipped to New Caledonia! but instead wound

underpaid
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465 MARSHALL
M. rode to trial with white woman reporter (NOTEs Could this be 
Mary Lindsay of the Peoples Daily World?) This incensed marine 
guards who forced men to double-tiem to the twnnmkg cells*
(NOTE 1 Mary Lfcndsay articles mentioned on p* 15 of research log*) 
(She reported Marchall's statements*) This didn't bother us because 
we knew they (the guards) had to run too*

¿49O STRESSED DIFF* IN HIS CARREER* WENT TO TWO BOOT CAMPS

SIDE 3
015 LATER LIFE

Worked in subway in NYC? then moved to Albany for 6-7 years and 
drove a bus for the city* Came back to NIC when mother became 
fatally ill; not working now*

040 WHAT MAKE OF IT ALL NOW? AFTEREFFECTS
I don't even think abt it* I never told this story to anybody. 

When guys who were in the service get together to talk, I don't 
say nothing* I never even told my son (who is 25)*

055 CONTACT WITH OTHER GUIS
Once in awhile you bump into someone* Like little Willie Banks, I 
heard he went to Chicago*

075 JOE SMALL
Says he worked on a farm; was a fixit man* (Fixed washing machine 
at San Pedro

100 KNOWLEDGE OF NAACP CAMPAIGN
White woman reporter brought news to San Pedro of what Marshall 

wa s doing*
150 MIAN EFFECT? (REPRESSION)

I don't know; I just threw it out my mind, like it didn't ftappen*
160 Complained abt mistreatment by marien guards during trial» beatings*
180 MARSHALL

Now wishes they had let M* handle case, but doesn't think he cod uld 
have won it*

200 SAIS DELUCCHI LIED abt hearing obsenities* He thinks D* was in ndd-20s
230 Described near-collapse when he hear sentence, 15 years* Thought of 

daughter who was just born*
240 NO PAY WHILE IMPRISONED AND NO BENEFITS FOR WIFE, for 22 mos.

(Allotment)
2 88 Says Kenneth C* Dixon was his best friend at PC* Wants to see him 

again*
305 Says Smith was only one who refused to talk( Was also abt 30*) to 

investigators•
330 Says he wasn't going back to the ship, I don't care what they did* 
385 Says rough handling by winch happened all the time.
408 SOME OBSERVATIONS OF SHEPPARD's APPEARANCE, and reaction at San Pedro 

when war ended* 442 END



Sheppard interview —  Properties to vary in theoretical sampling

Born and raised in northern city
High school education
Draftee
Refused to lead, and persisted (i.e. ,,mutineerM) 
Accused as "ringleader"
Grievances —

Not given full rating 
Dangerous working concbc 
Racial segregation



/

0U$ IACK OF SECURITY AT PCs "Whites cooald come on and 66f that base anyway they 
want to; and if you were black you had to show your ID (also 100, Uh2)

blks were base guards (at main gate)
073 TRIED TO TELL INVESTIGATOR ABT THIS (didn* t know was talking to prosecutor) 

(110 "He talked to me as though he was my lawyer«) Called in one at a tine; 
«overtime mentioned abt these cars coming on the base, this would be 
. squashed«" Said «You can* t use that«

135 BLACK CAR incident; Saw black coupe when leaving work shift morning of 
explosion, no markings* Whites in it (ijgkjt (3U3) (358)

200Description of refusal (vague) «We said we would work anyplace except that 
base*" 255 Said he would go to Mare Island and load ammo*

275> Coakley (?) an older gyra greying man*
28$ Men discussid what Coakley had asked them in interviews; "Man what kind 

of questions did he ask you?) etc
286 TRIED TO GET WALDROP TO FINGER SMALL

Sheppard and Small considered leaders, had some education* (H*S.)
302 Some guys had worked on construction jobs, knew abt STRIKES 
3lU Interview with Coakley: «You were born in S.C., weren*t you?"
"No I was raised in S*C*. but.Ivras bom in Georgia"* "You went to 
school in S*C*, didn*t you?" "*eah I went to sch there*« "Well, these 
guys, they don*t mena you no good* Why don*t you take a summary 
court martial?" "Well, why donrt you just send me overseas••• etc* 
(discussion of black car) 383 What did he want in return? "He wanted me 
to say Small was the leader*" Waldrop refused: "Nobody1 s making me do 
nothing*" 30fK±i"§omebody has to be the leader*" "Well, you don* t 
need a leader/ to know what*s going on on the base."

ARRIVED AT PC 19U 1, 6-7 mos before explosion; previously assigened
to Mare Island*
C0ULDN8T GET RATINGS AT PCNAD
COULN* T GET TRANSFERS

L60 RECREATION (not so bad) Went to SF, Oakland on liberty. (Pittsburgh was 
Army town, got into fights if went there.)

U8$ PRoblems betteen officers and men —  no blk officers, even chief petty 
officer

$0$ Was DRAFTED. They needed stevedores in the Navy and the Ariry needed foot 
soldiers. Marines didn*t want any blacks.

SIDE TWO

h2h

U$1

013 9 weeks at Camp Robert Small, then to Mare Island to load ammo», then 
xferred to PCNAD.
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SIDE TWO
063 Complain abt lack of security? "Who you gone complain to? All the dirty 

work (inc. punishment) was done by Blacks." Main gate gaurds were black. 
Never saw white marine guards.

093 PC WAS SABOTAGED, Waldrop thinks. Thinks Navy also knows, but "can* t let 
that get out, that they made a mistake (re security)" "Would look 

bad."
131 Description of id rk on pier. Says ships could be loaded in li-2 days
157 PACE OF WORK: They expected you to do so much in 8 hrs.

195 MEN WOULD SLOW PACE OF WORK (as form of protest). "You couldn’t
strike; you couldn’t quit, you’d just slow down." (Also slowed 
to reg .late pace of work.) (or to protest food cutbacks?)

214.0 OFFICERS ENCOURAGED MEN TO RACE (reward was libertyO
283 WORK SCHEDULE: week 1: 12-8; week 2: 8 - h pm; week 3s h - 12 (swing)
30$ NO MTGS BEFORE EXP.
315 PETITION (turned in to Section leaders —  2 upitairs in barracks, 2 down) 

Before explosion, requesting exams for ratings. Got lost in the shuffle 
(nothing was done abt it)

314.0 They had to put mutiny on us, we had bucked the biggest branch of the service* 
Here you got $0 black men bucking the biggest, richest branch of the service 
in the world.... Naw, man you know they can’t have that. lou wouldn’t go
for that yourself.

35U In Barracks during exp. His Division was scheduled to go on duty at 
midnight. (2nd Div. Lt. Tobin). Had just come off swing shift the 
week before. (This means Uth Div. was working 8-Upm shift). After 
exp. men were gotten together by section ldrs, officers came over, 
roll call. Then shipped out to Shoemaker. Men in top bunks were fre­
quently hurt, Waldrop was in bottom bunk.

UlO got man with arm in sling and asked him to work.(Gill?) (Men went by 
last names, usually)(or nicknames)

Ul8 Used to see Ollie Green, 2$ yrs ago.
1j3? No discussion before work stoppage. Men thought: Well now we can at least 

get away from that place. But they hadn’t even finished building the pier 
back before they talking about we coming back to work. The cat was getting 
out the bag about that car stuff. Complained abt whites coming on base 
and using cameras, enlisted men not even allowed to have cameras on base.
Two or three guys cameras they taken at the gate. They had a sqawk abt 
that once or twice

U70 Recalls list being circulated but doesn’t remember details.
I4.8O MISTREATMENT (when they found out we not going back to work): They started to treat us like a bunch of cattle. (Put on barge designed for 75)

Couple of fights ("Scrapples") (between men and guards?)
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1*95 FIGHTS: There's someone on the outside who’s goona push and there* s 
someone maxihHxiHsdbtexwho ain’t gonna take that push, 

inthe crowd
500 Had To ORGANIZE OWN FOOD FREPARATION/SERVICE (Smalljf organized this) 

Cooks, servers, cleaners

SIDE THREE
025 Gave men lighter court martial to turn against Small.
050 Men organized selves? We had it set up so anything they wanted us to do 

we could, so they couldn*t go back and say we wouldm*t do it
085 Burned his copy of trail xscript? nI got tired of having it around here.** 

Navy

know who our lawyer was going to b$ until we got in court. Not mtgs 
with defense beforehand.

165 BARGE MPG: Sez Small told men(t86) if we stick together can get xferred, 
get out of this mess, get onto some kinda decent base. If we stuck 
together they couldmt kill all of us* They ain* t gone jump up and kill 
a few hundred men. (due to public opinion/world opinion)

2101 Didn’t expect mutingy charge $ thought they would break up the divisions 
and xfer the men

250 Didn*t know whuld be charged with mutiny until after the 50 singled out.
263 Nô f mtg with Thurgood Marshall or anyone from NAACP
272 Reference %oA woman reporter covering trial at Treasure Island (and other 

rptrs). This fact that rpters were there ngot out** and that* s how 
Marshall came to trial.

300 Not allowed to talk to outsiders during trial.
310 Imprisoned on Treasure Island during trial. Sentences delivered in 

prison,
3U0 Served one year at San Pedro then shipped out to Okinawa, along with 

Small, Sheppard, Green (and guy from Baltimore)
370 Said story is like Custer.
1|29 Got in fmght with 01.13 e Green? I asked him for a cigarette. He said 

something abt ray mother and I popped him. (This at San Pedro)

Ij.55 Was pretty good grp of guys, we stuck together. We didn t fight too much 
among ours elf es, we kind of looked out for each other. Guards would make 
it hard for all if one messed up* Dicta* t socialize much with other prisoners

I4.82 Spies (plants, white and colored) placed among them at treasure Island. So
didn* t trus+- nnfsi Ha nf ■fchfi iTPOlin.

100 Dufenaxe lawyer got material from us and used what he wanted to. We dicta* t

500 Description
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SIDE HKJR
020 That bunch of men stuck together better than any group of black men 

I*ve ever seen*

050 Govt* unable to prove mutiny
O83 That base was woBser than some place in Mississippi.
120 Town of PC Jim crowed Mworse than ndssissippi;w severla black sailors 

involved in fights there.

Waldrop U A A A



£  à 7 / 2

!
/

« ^1 Interview with Edward Waldrop - 12/9/77

EW: At that time the Navy was prejudice^ it's still prejudiced You know that.

The thing about it is we didn't refuse to worl^what we did saŷ  we i  wouldn't work 
on that base,

BA: On that base? or on the ammunition loading?

EW : No we wouldn't hr work on that base,
BA: Why was that.

k** .. . .  . . w t -You had nothing on land on this base forEW: Well the set up was like a Aft
negroes except the carpenter^

BA: They were white, white carpenters right?

EW: Yea, Officers. The rest of us were black. Usually you had quite —  so you 

could see whited sla*,—  coming in and off that base anyway they wanted to, but the .

f fib
blacks you had to show your identification and all that, ia * aY4v
prove that. But when we got before the guy that prosecuted uuŝ  see he called us in

f But you can't
««- uic guy that pros

one at a time. I don't know what he said to the rest of them, but when I tried to 
tell him what I had seen about a week before this explosion, he told me. 
HXXXXKKIC(ffijtMXXXMXMX3pQüQGgüQgOC}QQQ?XKKYyKlfVYY 

j  The prosecutors, see he the one turn out the statement so he «gonna tell us he gonna

4
yi\

i_i* 4A /prosecute us. At least he^s-going-to, tell me. He calls me in and sits down and 

talks all about my boot training all about everything so then he asked me to--he 
didn't know how he was going to plead the case, did you refuse to work. So I 

said, No we did not refuse to work, but we wouldn't work on this base because for a 

week now it's been a black . The whites can come in on that base and ride
all through the ammunition ^ oefct 

BA: And they didn't check the i.d,,,?

EW: I said nobody checked. So I say whether it be sabotage I couldn't say it, cause 
I couldn't say it in a court of law. So he said you can't use that. So now he's
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talking as t nuaeMie1 s my lawyer. When we get s back to where we*re staying I think itjs
Shumaker. Each time he would call us— o«dh» one of us in and ask us if these questions

all over again. ^Everytime we bring up about these carets••

RA: Car̂ Ts? to come in on the base.
C *-vCEW: Ttt rnrnrMn on the base. This would be squashed. He'd say, can't use that. Yet

whites could come in on base $ *  week-ends. Coloreds couldn't come in there
see. You had colored guards at the gate. White stand guards so eh the coloreds

stood guard. White people just walk in there^l guess.you had a lot of southerners
±i TiTvrnLfc .wp fa questioning a white man too much. And specially 

officers, there wasn't no questioning them. And I tell you what we got off the ship, 

we had just finished our shift, in other words the explosion happened about 10:00 that 

night 1 think it was.

RA: Yes, close to 10:30.
EW: So we had the 12 to 8 shift. When we come from work that morning from the dock
that morning we see a car come in there, a black coupe, at that time they made them 

old coupe cars. Black with no mark or nothing. So that's why everybody ̂  ^ the

whole ship, I think I was with the 3rd section— no 2nd section.

RA: 2nd Division.

EW: Right. So the whole JMtd seen this^ see. But T-J-»o 1 -} p w  ( >

they brought some admiral, I don't know who this guy was but they brought him in there. 

He say well I hope they take everyone of you out there & ^ill you.
RA: That's what he said to all the men when they were assembled.

EW: Yess Well see at that time we had left and went back over there. What's this 

little place across from Mare Island.

RA: Vallejo?
EW/: I believe it is Vallejo. And we was down on this little flat down there^ Jltiere

the navy had a part of it, §ee on the other side of mare island. We was down, but we're 

further down on the base than the island.

RA: You were down there on what they called St*
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EW: Well see after the come up there and they couldn't talk us out of that, so
tU ii r * L d \< * ^  xn other words the whole division, on the ^  »

A. 1 ^ tL. Y\ w  ... v/f • *'+"
1st floor, cause we were on the 1st. fflhv ^  1 3Sd that's when they

moved us over to ... They brought in this admiral. So we tried to explain it to him. 
They got it down to around 60 men. All but 60 wouldn't go back to work. So then 

they moved us out in the barge— khh± put us out in the water. We stayed out there
for ihrwf U So we still wouldn't/ go. So then they moved us
from there to Shumaker. Now we never refused to work. They even brought Lt. Tobin 
in , they brought the other Lt. —  can't think of his name, something like Shaw.
RA: Delucci?

EW: I believe that was his name. Lt. Delucci^ and another guy. Each one come in

there , us individually, would we work5 We said "yes, we would work.® But

not on that base.** We would work any where except that pla£c there.

So when he come in there and speak to each one of us individually would we work, we

never refused that. He asked us would we go overseas. We said yes. Would we go over

to Mare Island and load ammunition. ^Told him yes. Another place they had 
I V *

oM

ammunition Would we go there? .Told em yes. Ubuld we go to Norfolk?
Told em yea. But we wouldn't go back down^Fort Chicago. And everythme the reason 

come up and we give it to him what we had seen on that base, that would be squashed. 

They'd debate that answer. When we left there went to Shumaker, that's when seen 
this commander who 1 was telling you about was prosecuting.••

BA: Cokely? Was that his name?

EW: Not sure. He was kind of looking man.
RA: He was an older guy?
EW: Hhx yes. He might be dead by now. Well anyway. See,now he never did explain it
to us. He never did say well I'm the prosecutor. He never did tell us that. At least 

he never did tell me, cause everytime we went over to be interviewed, we went separately. 

So what we could tiô t o ^ L ^ n o t e s  each other. Like when 1 come back
I r  ; I A *)

cK id  then you tell me.X say man what kind of question! oi « ~ tnen you 

RA: Did |re try to get you to turn against the others, or anything like that?



EW: Yes, See what they want to do, see jSmall was supposed to be the ring leader. What

they wanted to do they wanted to hang numbers on xa Small, Small, • shep,,

RA: Sheppard was considered a leader?
EW: Yea, Now see these guys i. had a little education. Small had a pretty good
education, Sheppard had a pretty good education. Boy from Tennessee I think M  

aad he had a pretty good education. Boy from Detroit, All these guys had a pretty 
good education. They had finished^l2th grade. Some of em even put in a year in 

college, A couple of them had been around^ on construction jobs--they know about 

strike*and things like that see. He had all that junk before^ So that's what they 

were trying to do, was pin it r — _ ■ There was 6-7, 8 of us I think 8
or 10 got 8 yrs. The rest of them guys see was old . ----—  Inn mild

i\ T **like at that time I was 18%^about 19, So he said you was born in So Carolina, I

said No 1 wasn't borh there# I put that down, but I was raised in So Carolina, I
if il** t* it iswas b o m  in Philadelphia, ASaid, you went to school in So Carolina? 1 said yea I
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went to school in So Carolina.** He said/Well these guys here they don't mean you

no good. Them guys they've been working on jobs all their lives. That's all they
know how to dô  . He said why don't you go on back and take a gone-ral

eourfc mart in n summary court martial. He say and that way you won't have no bad
■’$ »1discharge when you get out, I say well look why can't you just do this here, *"why

can't you just send me overseas then if you're gonna give me summary court martial
why can't you just send me overseas instead of sending me back to Port Chicago,

Why do you want me to go back to Port Chicago first and then leave^ get a transfer7*
Cause once I get back over kkEsaxysux̂  there you're gonna do / me just like you'all

did me before, I tried to ask for a transfer before, and you wouldn't give it to 
ifme. Everytime I would bring up about this car we had seen and how these people could 

come on that base whenever they wanted to, right away he would evade that,
RA: Were these civilians in this kxxkx car— these are whites?

EW: They are white,
RA: But they were not military, were they civilians or what, could you tell?
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EW: Once we seen a civilian come in there. But he made like he was inspecting . Well

see we had ammunition dumps, too. You brought ammunition in on the train and then 

you had ammunition dumps^ too. -We. come in there^ was one or two come in there^ they make 

like they'rx had to inspect the ammunition dumps. See how low the ammunition was so
/i If

they could come-back up. But most of our ammunition come in there by train. We
.yunload it straight from the car.

RA: And the cars you saw, that black coupe, that was on the day of the explosion?

EW: We seen that that morning. See, we got off 8:00 that morning. We worked from
12 - 8.

RA: What did it do? It came up to the peir or what?

EW: No. It came down. See there was a road —  see this is the main highway coming

from Pittsburg. Here's the barracks. Here's the pier down here coming back around 
like dnst that. Now here's the ammunition dumps all back up in here. These here are 

ammunition f-ielao-/ other words where you store ammunition all back in here. Now 

this road comes through here —  JLt¿s an ammunition dump. Now he comes down here to 

the pier, almost to the pier fore you get to the pax pier he turns and goes back lik$ 
he gonna ]rsi*Y*AJ< ammunition dump. Well after I explained it to -them and I told them 

I said, well you ain't gonna send me back. If you're gonna give me not a general court 

martial but a smaller court martial, I said.why don't you just let me go overseas to 

some other place.

RA: There was the general court martial and the stannary court martial. And he was
saying he could give you the summary which is the lighter one, what did he want you 

to do though? Did he want something from you in order to. •
EW: Yea, he wanted me to say Small was the leader.

RA: How did he want you to do that?

EW: Well, after I refused^ ahe didn't go in all the detail.
leader.

RA: Well, what did f  he do. what Small the/ or what?
ITEW: So I told him No. ¿.Nobody making me do nothing. He said well somebody got to be

Kt»
need a leader. I said we don't/f*-

the leader. Everybody need the leader,
X(jv i/w r

¡e know what's going on on the base. $ Ainlfc nobody need no leader
Dow Y-
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there* So that's why I say that we never did refuse to work* We never did* Even 

when they threatened us with killing all of us* We never did refuse to work* But 

we did refuse to go back on that base because everytlme we brought up this conversation 

about these cars wo1 seen on that base^they would squash it. They wouldn't bring 

it up any more. Only time a car was mentioned, either peoples on the base, I'd got to 
bring it up myself. He wouldn't bring that up.

this was
RA: You say everytlme you brought that up and it was squashed/during the questioning
you ...

EW: for the trial*

RA: Was there any other reasons why you wouldn't want to work at Port Chicago?

When did you go to Port Chicago?
EW: last of 44 I think*

RA: In other words you were there just a few months before the explosion down there?
EW: I was there about 6-7 months*

RA: Before that you had been at great lakes? EW: Mare Island* I left <Gr£a£—Lakes

went to Mare Island, left Mare Island went over there. See another thing,
. . . lift.*- *1/ , ,1  J— 7 you couldn't get no ’gaioo^ Guys^been there 3-4 years and they still couldn't

get no waaLac. AGuys doing carpentry work they eealdn* t— you know blackr doing carpentry
X U

;l work—t m f  whites stand up over them wearing 2nd class and 3rd class, telling blackj 

* ^  what to do. ̂ Blacks running the train^ they couldn t get no rainpac The Ones loading

^  ^ they can't get no We had no^f a ^ S  ^  takiag no test or none of that kind of
S o istuff. A I didn't like Port Chicago* And then after all this H The

^white just walk in on your bases* Well you know at that time they had taught us to 
check everybody out who come on your base. You were even supposed to check the 
admiral out if he come on there* JEven if he come on there everyday, you're supposedN f s  I

j to check him out. And I've come in there plenty of time at night, you know come off 

my leavenight, white*pull <b up in the car do like that* -Xon some of them I
S  *didn't know who they was, was in the car* I «cant that* I«uood fcg-have •il them
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RA: They just kind of wave their hand.
EW: But when we come in the
base we have to show all kinds of identification. ID card > pass,
RA: What about transfers? You couldn't get ratings, but what about transfers?

EW: Couldn't get em. How you're gonna get a transfe^ man? Hell that's worse than
 ̂ y^h*^ if-'?*''y t ^ T 7* \ . . .get a raie &, stay there 4-5-6 years, b*Ttrying to get a vus^. ^Might 

x ’t"
get no transfer. Not there. See cause they didn't have nothing but the blacks. Let

me see there was about X  ______ . About 9 barracks^ top and bottom.

RA: So almost 1,000 men. What was the conditions like on the base itself, the

physical conditions, the living conditions, the recreation —  what was that like?

EW: WelL recreation^, wasn't too bad. You didn't have a H  that good of materials
the bad part. \ ^  r*vvn->>./** *+ A* i tbut that wasn't/.*. or the food it wasn't up to par; par no way. If you

understand the service. Liberty —  that was set up shabby hut —  under war time you

couldn't expect N b . I think you got something like 42 hours every two
weeks.

i 4Và
RA: Where did you go on your liberty when you had a couplé of days? any places

\'V
Sir around you could go?
EW: Frisco. Oakland.

RA: Fiisco, Oakland - 7th Street in Oakland? Was there anything in Rx±xkw& Pittsburg.
UlC*^

EW: Not that much there. SoldiersA there. He 11^ every time you go there you\*jef̂  to fight.

See it was a soldiers town. Pittsburg was. &k±kx Because there's a big army camp there^
^  y<iw N

and one right out of Shumaker tooj Big army camp. Tie®* had ̂  fight everytime-ycm 1 t»e ^
- y*vup there. Best place if you want to be safe, if a sailor want to be safe^yeu have to 

go to Oakland or
RA: What about the relations^ between the officers and the men on the base^, how did

people get along, was there problems or.• what was that like?

EW: Well I guess when you live with a bunch of men you'«an, always have some problems.

Specially when you've got a bunch of blacksust whites over you. See we had no 
colored officers there. I doubt where —  we might have had —  I don't believe that

we did. We didn't have but 1 5 - 2 0 - 3 r d  class. We didn't even have a chief petty
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officer appear. Not a black chief petty officer. If it was, I never did see him.

Not even machining, not even crane operators. Only thing we had, I think we had one 

or two chef cooks. A I believe he was 2nd class. Mostly what was there was stevedores^ 

for the blacky
RA: How did you happen to go into the Navy anyhow? Did they give you a choice of
which kxxHd branch of the service or.. ^  K ^  y  ,

EW: Well, at that time, we didn't have too much of a choice. They asked you which

branch of the service, which ever one you say and the one need you the most what 

they give you. You say the Army, they put you in the Navy. Wasn't ahmLfc but two 

branches of the service that the Negro could really get in without too much trouble, 

and that was the Navy and the Army. Because, see, they needed stevedore*in the 

Navy^and the army needed foot soldiers. Marines —  they never wanted no blacks in

there no way. Air Force —  they was taking a few but very _____ You really

didn't have but two choices. You either went in the army or went in the navy. I 
asked for the Navy, that's what I got. (end of side 1)

RA: Then you went to Camp Robert Small, at Great Lkes. 6 weeks something like that?

And then out to Mare Island. ^
EW: Mare Island. I stayed in Mare Island about a month.

RA: What did you do at Mare Island?,

EW: Load ammunition.

J

RA: Then you transfereed to Fort Chicago#

EW: They transferred

RA: Did Port Chicago have a reputation even before you got transferred, had you

heard anything about it? . «,4 ±. IV

EW: Now I don't know. - World War I. You misht have looked thatr 1 A ’"
in the record I don't know.

RA: Oh no. It only got set up during WWII. They set it up 1942.

EW: Oh, they didn't set it up in WWI.
RA: $ No they didn't. Something was there in WWI, but it wasn't a big base.



9 - Waldrop

>OEW: Well, no I never heard nothing about it. It was the way the system worked see.
f §
b If you had any kind of common sense at all, you know, people just don't walk in and

plwV' ^out— that's your house. A base is a house, that's a house to you.or a ship. JJouft-liy
JL teverybody just Jmm'fc walk in and out. ̂ Specially 1 you've got damn enough ammunition 

there to blow half NY city away. Have enough ammunition there to blow NY city away.

RA: Did anybody complain about the lack of security or try to do anything about it?
EW: Who you're going to complain to? All the dirty work, the blacks had to do there. 
Like giving you hell, punishing you.

RA: That was done by black.•?

EW: That had to be handed out by black. Only thing white did was give you bread 

and water for 5 days or so many hours -- 2 or 3 days over here or ..

RA: And the guards at the gate were black?
EW: Yea.

RA: They had some white marine guards around there, too, didn't they?

What did they do?

EW: I never seen them.

RA: Cause they called some to testify at the trial -- the white marine guards. I

wasn't sure what they...

EW: Look, they used them guys for a front. See that's why I say, that thing is a
•thot potato because I know.and damn near all 50 of us know it that base was sabotaged.

They know it. The government know it. The Navy know it. But the Navy can't let that 

get out. It would still lskk look h d  on them. Just like they went ove* there and 
messed up in Viet Nam. You think they're gonna tell ... can't help from telling the 

people about it now. But do you think they want that to get out^ ^They made a mistake 

over there in Viet NamT So when we said "sabotage^' hell do you think they were 

gonna let uŝ  a bunch of blacks^aIking about sabotage. Y<w wmilrin t qq fop--that your- 
jcolf_ l i

{  ^ T f " R o o k i n g  bad enough because we said 

we wasn't going to work on that base no more. That looked bad.
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RA,: What was it like, & the actual^ loading of ammunition-'-could you describe that
a little bit?

EW: Stevedore, An • Well say, for instance, two ships come

at 12:00 today. We go down there, one shifty:00 that evening, next shift would 
go in at 12, the next shift would come back in at 8:00, We load them two ships ^  tV, h/ 
about a day and a half, two days,
RA: That fast?

EW: Yea, we're loading,

EK RA: What was the pace of the work like? very fast or worked at your own pace or
how did they have it set up?

produceEW: Well^you Kwmidxdw so

RA: They expect you to produce,•?

EW: Produce so much* in 8 hrs. Say you might have a car come in there with abound
I d <i•

500 lb bomi>s. We might get three of then^ with just that. Then you might 

get one car with nothing but 500 lb bombs. ..Cot enc cai1 "gome In Lliere, 3 of 'Timur*

much a night, 8 hrs. Xou produced so much.

Then ¿ hkxkxxkx ohe caicar^ come in there with the regular ammunition
iP* f t * w«4 m v X*'

/ set up» So you%re unloading Is**] three a night, maybe four. The average ship«

# 0X’/

tin in | miiur carry about^ 8 cars of ammunition,

RA: What would happen if you didn't load as much as they thought you should load?
EWS uith ifi"

RA: Ever had that aix happen in your division?

EW: Oh, yeah, quite a few times. You know guys get stubborn. Maybe the chow wasn't
/ * yci^

what we wanted, People^slow down, ^Couldn't strike^ Couldn't quit^ But you just 

slowed down,
RA: And then there was instances when the men did that--protest about the chow or

s ome thing?

EW: Yea, About your liberty. Say for instance ship would come in there^ maybe have

two ships in there at one time, couldn't get but two in there, but have two setting 
out there at the bay, maybe have three out there waiting, ̂  Might cut your liberty.
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Say your liberty coming up next week. Five ships —  two at the docks, three setting 
So 'D-Wi

out there in the bay. Cut your liberty.

RA: So the men would then slow down ... ^  K .
M.-J S r * *  -  ‘" T ,  7-

guys get floppy with the f ood̂  half Q ix  it.
either sometime go in there and some of theA*
Guys get mad about that. You take — we

had ole darnn^trying to think of this guys name, he was the supply officer. He might 

would tell the guys to cut down on the food. Say wasting food. Well,you've got a 

man doing 8 hours of wor^ Vv *^5-600 lbs. I don't think he can waste too much

food when he come in four hours, in other words he work 4 hours come in and eat

and go back and work four more hours. He ain't gonna waste too much food after he 

put in four hours of steady going. You didn't mess around too much.

RA: Did you ever hear that the officers try to get the different sections to compete
against each other or race against each other.

to other camps, recreation to Cther camps.

RA: That was the reward for working the fastest?

EW: Yes.
RA: Did you ever hear anything about the officers betting amongst themselves?

EW: Yea they did. Take them out

EW: No. I don't know too much about that. •I iiuaginey~yuTr'‘khi)w-*— ’Cause-
47 L p . r ^  «fo 5 • • %

RA: another white guy? EW: White. See had Lt. Tobin he was the leader. Then

you had this other Lt. I was telling you about, he was section leader. Then you had 

a JGZ he was sort of like —  Lt. Tobin, he was over everything, of our section, he

was over the whole section. This other Lt. he was— most of his job was^check^ammunitiontv tv3 * check .amnA-
going in the ho lessee that it was put in there right. Then you had the other one.

Lt Tobin 1 believe was Lt. JG. I'm not sure.
RA: But you heard him and the other guy talking?
EW: Y?a_ Like our section come in. In other words come in around 8:00. This week

T U
we're from 12 - 8. Next week we work from 8 - 4 .  A Next week we work from 4 - 12.
In other words swing shift. Never did work , it was always swing shift. I heard
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A «fthem tell other guy "how many did you unload?" did such and such a thing.

RA: He'd ask how much you unloaded?
if &EW: Yea, how much tonnage. Say we did such and such a thing. I didn't do quite

i> a , , ^ ‘V  *."***, r^  / You knYou know something like that. But as farthat good, 

as betting, 1 didn't see that.

FA: They were conscious about it— tonnage. They were concerned about it. Well, 

before the explosion since the men did have grievances about the conditions there 

did anybody everf  try to do anything about it, like .. I don't know what you could 
have done but., was there any means or any kind of protest other than just slowing 
down the work?

EW: No. See, that was another thing they couldn't put against us, because, other

words like ratings, well the men just squawk about the ratings, go before the captain, 
b vf” 11

we'd sign a petition,^holding meetings, where you're trying to do something against
*¿10-%P VJthem, they couldn't bring that into court. They didn't have it. See, they xrw gnaw? 

all them kind of questions. Did we ever hold a meeting?

RA: What was this petition you mentioned?

EW: Yea, well you know, we Xxh turn it in to the section leader. We had four section 

leaders, two upstains, two downstairs, colored folks. They were 2nd class. We turn 

it into them.
RA: This is before the explosion? What did they say? i

EW: Telling em about we want XiwrtnJf We'd like to have some papers to take examination

to get .raises/ Migfat Jsay for instance un. might want a transfer. You had to turn it into 

to your section leader. Couldn't carry it over there and give it to the commanding 

officer. Couldn't give it to Lt. Tobin. He'd tell you don't see me, see your section 

leader.
EH RA: What had happened?

EW: Get lost in the shuffle x -jtM- « 0  w ,^ Sir  ̂
’cTTfrlJ 7**#VA * Th^X.' Cl! *  1̂ **'

So what I say. I'd still say they never could ¿hit they had to put
\JSmutiny on^^yAie government had to. They couldn't let it stand no other way. I could
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understand it.
RA: How come...?

EW: Cause it would look bad in the eyesight of the Navy, man. Mmt*e biggest

outfit , biggest -poet of the services, in the world, ./dot 50 black men (?vc/i£€-c\
ibiggest, richest branch of the service that there is. That go for Russia, France, 

Britain. Britain had one of the befcfee-r navies^jsupposed to be. Hell^ but we still 

had the money. Navy still got that money to get what they want. You've got 50

black people out there gonna -fuel* them. Nah, man. You know you can't. I can under­
stand it.

RA: Where were you when the explosion occurred?

EW? In the barracks. I think some of guys were getting upy^*64i^ to wash up so 

they could get ready to go to work. I believe some of them were. But we were working 

from 1 2 - 8  that night. That explosion —  if they had waited another damn two hours 

boyy they d got us. -But we sure had to go at 12:00 that night. Cause we just had
.±rUr**- SOcome off the ship W a t  got blowed We -justs oc

that'd meant we'd^got blowed ¿up, if they waited two more hours.
RA: What was it like?

EW: I^ain't heard nothing like it.

RA: Did you see it? No you didn't see it because you were inside.

EW: Yep. Lit the whole place, like it was daylight out there, just like

now. Yea, cause they had two ships in there. Them ships was almost loaded. Then you 

had albout five I imagine you had about 5 or 6 cars with ammunition in£ there. Hell 

you ftnivld figure out^bo^ that's a whole lot of ammunition right there.

RA: Immediately after the explosion, what did you do--what did the men in the barracks

do?

t'j- r$ «

EW: Well they got us together, the ones that wasn't wounded.

RA: Who got you together there?

EW: The section leader.
RA: The section leader. The black section leader. Where was Tobin, was he around then?
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BW: Yea, they come over and checked up on us. Had us all for roll call, find out
(14-what was what. By then we went to this place. •• RA: Shumaker. EW: went to Shumaker. 

RA: So you went out that night to Shumaker?

EW: The most of us. Specially the guys whose beds and things was all mangled up and

torejf up. See, most of the guys on the top bunk , see, they the ones that got hurt. 1

was in the bottom bunk. Boy up over me he got mangled up pretty bad. That's why I
* L#i *  k fa)

was asking you was you going down there to see him. Can't think of his... He was a 

young boy. He ought to be living. I think he's around somewhere f a & H -  South 

Carolina. He's in South Carolina but it's around He got mangled pretty

bad. That's why., now they're going to ask the man whose damn arm is all cut up, 

now they gets him and brings him out the hospital and put him with us and ask him 

is he going to work back there anymore. Now, hell I don't think that was even fair. 

You're gonna ask a man who's all...

RA: This is the guy in the bunk above you? Do you remember his name.

EW: 1/ RA: That's his last name. EW: Yea, you never know too many guy's

first name in the service, cause everybody/your last name. I mean your name, you 

never did f  use your given name, you use your name.

RA: Do you remember ^ Green, Ollie Green.

EW: Yea. RA: He's from Arlraagfe, an older guy.

EW: Yea, I used to see Ollie Green before they closed 5th St Market. I used to see
CYV«I

him quite a lot. But after they closed the Market^ he lost his wife. 1 don't know 

whether he ever got over that or not.

RA: How long ago was that?

EW: This was about 10 - 15 y e a r s s i n c e  1 ... RA: last time you saw him.

EW: Yea. RA: Yes, because 1 tried to find him too and I couldn't find him.

EW: No. He might be dead cause he lost his wife and they closed that market up and 

he lost his stand in there.

RA: He had a stand in the market?

EW: Yes. He was no baby himself at that time.

RA: Yea, he was in his 30*s. EW: Late 30*s. I imagine if he's living he's about 79
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that wasn't yesterday.

RA: So they took you up to Shumaker?
O ^

EW: Just to Shumaker. We stayed there for,.two weeks.A»
EH RA: Then you went down to? i||

EW: This place over there, below Vallejo. RA: Close to Marelsland.

EW: That's when all that., shit jumped out of the fire. That's where it started right 
there.

RA: Had the men discussed amongst themselves about how they felt about this or what
they were going to do?

EW: No.

RA: There was a lot of bad feelings about Port Chicago.

EW: Yea. Well see what we thought^ was now we get transferred. C We'd ¿east get away7 R TF
from that base —  get transferred. That was our thought. ^They don't even build damn 

pier back, before «some maa want to know whether we'll come back to work. See the cat 

was getting out of the bag about that car— the cars come in. That was the main thing.

See that was getting out of the bag. Once it started getting out of the bag, well 

they had to cut h££ it off.

RA: Who else was talking about that car?
EW: There was a bunch of em, seen it. Seen em come in there. Bunch of guys -- we

used to always sit up in the barracks and talk about how the whites could ride around 

on our base and use cameras and we didn't think it was right, and we couldn't even have 

a camera on the base. Pidntfc even have one in your barracks, let alone have one on the 

damn base. Occur liW^ft that time, you weren't allowed to have a camera in your barracks. 
Hell 2 -3 guys brought cameras in there and they'd take them at the gate--coloreds. So 

they had a squawk about that once or twice. Whites could bring their cameras on there. 

And we couldn't bring cameras. &  went over there and bought a camera, was

a big camera back in them days, remember the kind that you used to pull out...
RA: Like an accordion.

I*"V>EW: He got one of em and fought it BXKxxkhKXK?: 2nd hand shop, paid $±5£fixfex $100 and

some dollars for it and they confiscated it at fchafc the gate. They had a big stink
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about it. So they squashed it. They had a squawk about that. Certain watches you 
couldn't wear.

RA: After the trouble developed and the 250 men whatever, the first # you said that

weren't going to go back there to Port Chicago —  do you remember anything about a list 
being circulated then amongst the men, being asked to sign it.

EW: Yea^ but^_ I don't know what that list was about. 1 really don't.

RA: You didn't see it or sign it yourself?

EW: I don't know whether I signed it —  it's been so long. The thing started getting
confused and getting out of hand.
RA: Getting out of hand, what do youmean?

EW: In other words, they was •• you knov^started treating us like a bunch of cattle

after they found out we wasn't going back thataway* It was just confusion. Piled up
WJ IhO

on a barge. I say bargeAbig enough for 75 - 80 men to be comfortable on. Hell they 

put 100 and some of us on.
RA: Was there any fights between the guards and the men, or amongst the men or whatever?

EW: I think once or twice, they kind of had a couple of scrapples there. But that was 

before we were put qbu... ther words we were sort of like pa-a house guard then. I 
think they had a few scrapples, fighti You take any large institution, any large facility, 

and you've got the upper hands on em, somebody in there is gonna try to take advantage 

of it^ and they're gonna push a little too damn far where you can't... somebody in that 

crowd ain't gonna take it. If somebody on the outside is gonna push, then somebody in
the crowd ain't gonna take that tfullolirfe. See all of em ain't gonna take it. There's

going to be some, but it's going to be few in there ain't gonna stand it. I think a

couple of fights broke out. In chow it started« They wasn't going to feed us. So we
had to organize, get the men to organize. But see a£*er the weight fell on Small and

a bunch of them guys, see, then they started organizing, pother words, so many cook.
They picked out the cook. So many of us had to serve. So many of us had to clean the

k O bJkitchen up. the base said they wasn't gonna do it, so we had to

£start doing/yfor ourselves.
RA: That was on the barge or you ate meals somewhere else?
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EW: We ate meals on the base, but we had to sleep on the barge,
RA: The help on the base was that colored or white?
EW: Mixed, (end of side 2) That's, ylVV-t*'*^ leadership, Small pinked np_ That's why
X2Q£X they picked Small. Cause Small wasn't the only one in the group did this,though

work*'Well then, when we got to

see. We was all together. But then when it comes to breaking down, some of the guys
organizer how we would work, they hkh£ back

Shumaker, they conned a lot of them and they taking a lighter court martial. So that

many more. So I don't whether any of em turned against Small, put him,
in or say something against him or what, but anyway that throwed the weight nn him

* JL H  o i j tthen see. Cause it was only him Sheppard .Banks, few guys who know afeaut organizai«^ »*
U j M  C o y  % >

RA: What about Rarley & Gaxk, were they leaders?
EW: 1 don't think so.

See, them guys kind of know how to organize people, how to get

them together. How to keep from getting into trouble. In other words^ what we was

doing, we was avoiding trouble, See^in other word^ we was setting up a system where

they couldn't say, heck^they don't want to do nothing. We had that kind of system^
£ u/2o -k/

set up. So anything that they wanted done, we did it. In other words like they wanfc* 

clean up the kitchen,^toId us we d have to clean up the kitchen. He d organize 
and got a group together^clean up the kitchen when we got through. Clean up around 

the barracks, had it set up where anything that they asked us to do they couldn't

go back and say, well, they won't do it. Only thing they could say is, they're not going
j~o .back there, not that base. Anywhere else they'll go. I had my things. I burned em 

/ A
up about 15 years ago, I burned em up,

RA: What's this you burned up?
EW: The transcripts. I burned em up. I got tired of it laying around the closet. So

” “ 1 AI just burned it. But you could look through them, and all through that, he ask oie
/ H *  \! i/same damn question over and over. ^TheV guy who's defending^he didn't have no defense.

Everything he ask Jn» or want to ask-«», he couldn't ask because 
it was rejected. It was abstained. So the damn defense lawyers, he got all -that material
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there, everything w e d o n e  said and he only using what he wants to use. He ain't 

using what -- like if I go hire a lawyer and the lawyer come in there and demand for 

you you can just return that lawyer, my lawyer demand certain transcription used.

They couldn't do that. We didn't even know who our lawyer gonna be^-y^ setting

up in court.

RA: So you didn't have a meeting with your lawyer before.•?

EW: Not our lawyer. With the*defense lawyer with him.

RA: That's what I mean, the navy defense lawyer.

EW: Yea, for the Navy.

RA: You met with him before.

EW: Yea. Every other day he had us in his office, asking the same old questions
ojj) c*

over and over. But the wholn thing about it he never did tell us he was gonna 

prosecute us or tf either he never did say.

RA: Oh, but that was the prosecutor. That's the£ guy who called you in and questioned

you, taking down these statements.

EW: But our lawyer, never did..

RA: The navy defense lawyer, not the prosecutor, you never met with him/

EW: Never met him. Never did see him, til we come in court. Didn't know what it was

gping to be. Send this 3 little ol young dudes in there..

RA: What did you all do--did you work out some understanding amongst yourself as to

what you'd say, or., how did you handle that?

EW: It wasn't anything you could say except what I'm telling you. It's nothing else^

you can tell em. Ju§t like I'm telling you "im' not going back there." I'll go any

where but IJm not going back over in there. And you jump up yn and you say what's
u t -your reason. I jump up and tell you my reason and you squash it. f e t t e r  not use

fa ff-
that. . a believe you're my lawyer. Tell me you can't use that. That's

* . |vt fku
what I'm thinkp*-/But when I get to court, setting up therfe^damn thing gonna prosecute.

He's the one got my head on a silver pika platter.
W j J¿'L don't think they let him come til after the trial got started. I think the traffic
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got started t*s*>J* 72-*"v| seeing how the trial work or not. Then they let him in.

^ i d  you have any meeting witn him?

EW: Nope•
BA: What happened to tnat meeting on m e  barge where Small Spoke, called the men together

and talked to them, what was that about?

EW: He was trying to Set the men fcwxxfcxxkKx .

BA: He was £xy±K&x£BXK£h£ trying to what?
V
^ EW: He was trying to do was give the men the facts. In other words,you had no security

y  on that base. All the security. Now you take on Mare Island, you eair,tt*go on tnat
^  i V <yoisland. No way m  tne hell you can get on that island. C o u l d n ' t o n  Treasure

V N

s

A

x

Island. Nobody could go on mere without a pass or something. You couldn't go on

there w i m  a camera. They edmit  cameras for nobody. But all this here stuff we've
t C . Whitesseen it at Port Chicago where white ean come inf there with a camera. Wxxkx can

come in there with their wives at night, anytime. Black couldn't do it̂  tnougu.
Small, all he was doing was telling them tne truth. He wasn't trying to start nothing,
stir up norning.

BA: So he called the men together on the barge

EW: and tried to talk to them.

BA: To do what?

EW: So he told them, if we stick together, we can get transferred— get out of this "****? 

on» hart. Get on to some kind of decent base. That's what we wanted.

BA: That's wnat you tuougui. at the time was that if everybody stuck together, they

couldn't what..?

EW: Hen., they couldn't kill all of us. They couldn't jump up kill 4 or 5, maybe

1000 men. fX* look bad. ---------------— ---------  "
it hadn't been so many they might have would have killed us. Hell^ it was too many.

V * i guess they say we won't let the world know we're that bad. Yea man, they threatened
* -l* *  * * * * * w* Kilt"us. They tell us, they had one old admiral there everything but a

nigger. He almost called us that.
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RA: What? the admiral. Did you have any expectation that this mutiny charge was
going to come up before it actually did?

EW: No. What we thought, that they would break up up and transfer us. Send us

to other ammunition dumps or either send us anywhere. That thought never crossed

our mind; No^cause I mean we was altogether practically all that during that time, 
thoseifcxKxx months, we was ̂ .together, TiTuliuilji 'TTltum ■ Night and day.
RA: When did you find out that they were gH±Hgx&H charging you mutiny?

EW: When we went back down to this little island. This little base down in there, 
down from...

RA: Down at Mare Island.

EW: Mare Island. That base down below Mare Island there.
RA: So this is...

EW: This is about a tfmonth. RA: Were you on the barge?

EW: Yes. RA: How did you find out?

EW: We didn't exactly know then. We found out... Wel^see what ̂  come up, what

they wanted—us to settle for was a lesser court martial and go back to work. But it 

ir condition^- it was on their terms. In other words we'd have to go back

tio Maro Island^» built to Fort Chicago. And then if our officers wanted us to gR go, 
then we'd be transferred. So other words we really didn't know we was going to be 

charged with mutiny until when we went hxxk to stockade back in Shumaker. We really 

didn't know then. We really knowed they were going to charge us with mutiny when 

they found out they couldn't get us 50 to go back to work. That's when the old man 

come out and told us that we are going to charge you all with mutiny.

RA

EW

RA

Who told you?
StHoaxH Some admiral.
It was an admiral? So then you went to trial, the defense was handled by these

navy Its. Thurgood Marshall shows up but you don't meet with him. EW: Nope. RA: Did
you have any transaction with anybody from NAACP at any time.
EW: No. He was there--he was there everyday. But afterwards, I think it was about
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a week. Cause I don't think they would let him come there at first. See, at first 

I think they was gonna bar him. But what they did see.they slipped up and let the 

newspaper, let this woman reporter get in there,^that leaked back out.

RA: She got in where?
EW: Into Treasure Island, where they held the court. I tell you what you do gn when

you go back, go up to Frisco I think she works for the Frisco Tribune or something, 

she works. But anyway she works for a newspaper.

RA: Was it a white woman reporter?
EW: Yea. RA: Okay. She came to Treasure Island where.• EW: the trial was held, 

and her and a few reporters was allowed in there and that got out, and that's how 
Thurgood Marshall^ 2T ^ d ̂  l’X

RA: Did he come in with her or...?

influence, got in there. They had to let him in there^ after they let the newspaper 
reporters in there.
RA: Did you have any contact with the woman reporter during or after the trial?

EW: No sir. No. sIsk wasn't allowed to talk to nobody. Small, you ask any of them

guys, we wasn't allowed to talk to NObody. Wasn't allowed to talk to Nobody before, 
wasn't allowed to talk to nobody after.

RA: What hhppened afterwards?

EW: After the trial, we was transferred down... we stayed on Treasure Island, stayed
there for abofcti a week, we transferred to San Diego. RA: San Pedro EW: I mean
San Pedro.

RA: The trial was on treasure island, and that's where you stayed during the trial.

EW. Yea. so we stayed there. We stayed there mofe than that. We stayed there until 
the conviction come in.

RA: Yea your sentences came later.

EW: And then we didn't even go to court. They come in there. I believe we even got 
that handwritten or something like that. Nah, they give us that, a handwritten statement
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and they called us up. We didn't even go down there. Th^marine, I don't know 

whether he was General or what he was, on that base, he come in there and they 

read the charge. ^  called up in a group either 5 or 8. One group A 5 years,
another g r o u p 8 years, ^nother group got 15 years. I think I was in the group 

that fan got 8 years. 1 know I got 8. I'm trying to think how many was in each group, 

But the ring leaders^ they got 15, which they say was the ring leader?

RA: So they shipped you down to San Pedro, how long were you actually there?

EW: Well, altogether we served a year. Then they pardoned us^ in other wordSj/£et

us out.

RA: And you shipped out from there to..?
EW: I went to Okinawa.

RA : with some of the other men? EW: Yea. RA: They broke you up, rights
A**-EW: Yea, but 1 still stayed with Small, Sheppard and  ̂ f A I think.Green.

RA: So, you all were together there.

EW: Yes, we stayed together. I stayed with Small & Sheppard. Me and Small and

Sheppard and the boy from Baltimore, and a boy name McGee. We all stayed together^

ythe whole time I was in the service Imtil I got hkS: transferred, ]Ehen I left there
after I come back from down there I went to Philippines, I left Philippines 1 kk come

come back to.. RA: Seattle? EW: no
back into Saipan. I left Saipan to come back to California, /iifc I'm trying to think

where it was. But anyway. I got transferred I went on ^
ship's supposed to go to Boston, but I got to New Orleans/^roke down,

so I got to New Orleans. I come home, I got discharged. Maybe & someday... it would
C v r h v j

make a book man but it gonna be something like-^nscsEFeKs. I ain t kidding. The 
government ain't gonna hold still for it. They ain't gonna tell you nothing.

RA: You know what I found out though when I came around the government to try to 

get the records and so on, is that most of the people in the service now, they're 
young guys, even the officers are in their 30's. They don't know what., you say 

Port Chicago. They say what, where. They never heard of it. When I talk to them 

a little bit some of them get really interested cause they say what was going on,
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they're^ curious themselves. The older people they're still trying to., but the 

younger ones they don't know what it's all about. They don't have any stake in 

protecting nothing but.. It's hard to get any information cause it's...
EW: You've got them old head boys, if any of em is around that know what went down^

you know daggone well they ain't gonna let nobody say some sabotage that got in that 

base, that that much lax was going on on that base. Just like you had that scandal 
going on out there about this navy hospital. Look how quick they got in there and

S  P
rO'*"

covered that thing up. Before the guy could get through talking tô  -

get off the television they had the material in there.

RA: That's right.
EW: That show you how quick they can work if they want to. He hadn't even got

offthe air^see, that material was there.
RA: So you and Small and Sheppard, you'all were buddies? EW: Yea. I had all

them guys name, -------- McGee.
RA

EKX Do you have any pictures, letters or anything?
n'tK EW: No. Well I moved once or twice. See I was/married then.

RA: Sheppard was married though* Small wasn't married. In fact She^tppard I think had
a little daughter that was b o m  around the time.« EW: Yea, around the time, sure was.

Banks was married.

RA: Banks took frwrt in this too, then.
EW: I think you said Banks was dead though didn't you.
RA
EH: I think he is. I'll check again. But I'm pretty sure. I sent him a letter..

EW: He was an amateur boxer you know? Wasn't too many--.. Matthew/ Tried to look 
him up I know. New Orleans. McGee. K  ̂  . I'd like to know what happened to

They tell me went down there and got in more trouble. He went

to New Caledonia. Say he got in trouble down there^ stoleAgovernment truck.

RA: Was there some kind of fight between Ollie Green and Sheppard after the trial

or around the time of the trial?
EW: That was between me and Ollie Green. busted his head.
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RA: What was that about? J  G*-»*-*
EW: (long pauses & mumbles) He and Sheppard did too I think about ife. It was me^  * )
and him. We had gone down to San Pedro then and I asked him for a cigarette, and he

told me something about h±x my mother or something... and 1 popped him. But I -believe

Ee. and Sheppard got into it one time about permchle. Cause,see ,we were great pinochle

players, me and him and Sheppard and Small; That's what made us such good buddies see

cause we played plniucfilte? I was pretty good back in them days. We played 500^ with

double deck^ see. I think him and Sheppard got in. Played cutthroat,too,see. X
believed he and Sheppard did get in a fight about it. But I know me and him got in&a

it, and I hit iqa him up^aHThis ears• Busted his ears. Me and him,be» about a cigarette.

It was a pretty good-of guysj we kind of stuck together. We didn't haggle each other
too much. Because we know we had too much time to be liar»;im.g and^raaging^each other.

* ©We had time, we had 8 - 1 5  years,* to face, plus ̂dishonor able discharge when we gat out. 

So we didn't fight too much among ourselves. We kind of looked out for each other.

RA: Did you have much trouble with the guards at San Pedro?
EW: No, not too. Cause like I said, we had too much time. And see whatever one did^ 

the guards would make it hard for all of us. We had found that out ±h at Treasure 
Island. We found that out at ¡Shumaker. Whatever one of us messed up and did, it would

go hard against the whole group. So other words we didA't pull against each other too 
<T \ C < ~ , r \

much. T* would be among that group. We didn't socialize-the other

prisoners too much either. We stayed mostly to ourselves,by ourselves. It wasn't the 

idea that we didn't socialize, we just didn't —  they'd want to ask you about it. I 
know, d o *  i j f r y ' d it wasn't done^ /¿at I had a idea they did it. Couple of

other guys around there— Small, Sheppard^and they put plants on us.

BA: At San Pedro or..?
EW: At Treasure Island. Before the trial. Put plants— white and colored^ planted

them in there. So we got where we didn't trust nobody except just the group. That

what made us conscious. See that's why we didn't associate^ with em. It wasn't the 
 ̂j  «/v I if a> * b*

idea that they didn^fe socialize with us, we just didn't socialize with them. Other
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words ̂ e fd be setting down talking for Instance me and you talking, just like that

white dude wall£ in, we Cl*'**# ̂ lP, talk about something else. We played cards, we
* A

get our own group, and just set down and talk that way,

RA: Did the guards make much trouble at Treasure Island during and before the trial?

EW: It would be certain times that they try to get nasty with us, ^First went inj£
there , I ^  •'V*. Ai a  $ r\ . tigil fin wi , the^ guy was in charge of that base^

, "  i v k .'jL • v* "  v l ' fI don't know if he was a colonel, Marine, / , |fe had 3 or 4 there
$ oiw<-

M i s s i s s i p p i c h e y ' r e p r e t t y  rough dudes, boy. But they didn't treat us so bad

see because^ like I said̂  we kind of stuck together, We^e stuck together too much and 

they couldn't trust us. Either they wouldn't trust us because everything, if you see 

one. See what they tried to do when we first went intried to break us up, ̂ Find out 

they couldn't break us up. Just like^ other wordSj you'jJL ujfelt 4 or 5 of uŝ

they i>e out on the group, so they didn't know how to trust K us that way see, so they 
couldn't break us up. Put us somewhere else# Different places. So they had to keep 

us in the same prison together. So they was kind of skeptical of us, they were scared 
of us in a way. Even when they get us out in groups to work, they wouldn't carry but 

two of us. Like if they had a group of 8 or 10 going out on a work detail, well they 

might put 1 or 2 of us in each group, and then the rest of them, say had six groups 

going out or maybe 8 to do jobs around the base, they would let maybe two of us go 
in this group, two in that group, two in that feroup, maybe three. But it never was five 

of in one group at one time. The rest of us would have to stay in, in the

Then the next day or later, they'll let maybe you and another one,. Say if I went out 
today, tomorrow they might keep me in, let us all get together, (end Side #3)

RA: So during recreation you could be together but then 

EW: Yea, but in the daytime, working time, in San Pedro we're working time, day

«r*

is working time, recreation, we all work together. In San Pedro, when we work,we 

mostly all work together. We stuck together. That bunch of men stuck together better 

than any I've ever seen. Cause we was always with each other. Very
seldom if one would get out of line. Cause we know orje, we had talked it over, once 
one do something, we all suffer. Other words we was able to keep each other in line.

ran
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FA: Anything else you'd like to add?

EW: Basic thing was they could never come direct out and prove mutiny. You could

look all through the transcripts. iYnn rim1 L ftiul . You can look all the

way through there, rasiKh read all 50 men*Statement1, you will find no way in there 

that the government really proved that we mutinied. 3OSD. mutiny^ man ̂ that mean you 

don't work^period. But other words, so that's why 1 say, it was guilty as far as 

the government was concerned^ but as far as we1 re concerned either as far as a lot of 
people is concerndd, what they were k±bsk supposed to have done was broke that base 

up or either brought the whited in. See it was a lot of people didn't know that that 

base was that damn^Jim Crow. It was even a lot of people in the service didn't know 

that it was like. That base was worse than some places in Mississippi. It was rough, 

So they really didn't know that they had kind of goings on. So for that kind of 

publicity and stuff to get out.that hurt the navy too. What did get out^hurt them. 

The publicity that did get out, kart that hurted man. /They had to call the white 

boys and start unloading the ammunition.

FA: Yes, that's what they did. They got whites to come.
*EW: Boy, we put a hurtin on em. We shoc£ em up. They've never been shook up like

h°clvSK i-f
• »S •

Waldrop commented in a response to a question of mine that Port Chicago itself that

that 
NOTES:

is the town was Jim Crowed worse than Mississippi^ to use his words. And that he 
a numberheard that ranKxof the black enlisted ha< 

the town of Port Chicago. (END OF TAPE)

a number , , ■ , . ,heard that ranKxof the black enlisted had had trouble and been involved in fights in

m

L
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Interview with Willie Gaj 12/14/77

RA: How did you get into the Navy?
WG: I was drafted.» I went to Fort Benning, GA. My home was Tuscaloosa, Ala»
They asked me whether I wanted Army, Navy or Marines, so I said Navy. I 
went in the Service July 23, 1943. I went home for 14 days then i went 
to Columbus, Ga and from there to Great Lakes, spent 10 weeks there»
I was shipped out to Port Chicago in October, 1943.
RA: What kind of rating did you have?
WG: From boot camp at that time you graduated from apprentice seaman
to Seaman 2nd. I was at PC from oct» 1943 until^MicSx 1944» I was 
in the Fourth Division under Lt» Delucci. He was also from New Y rk»« —  1 o
RA: What kind of dude was he?
WG: Oh, he was a nice cat. I had my way around the base on account of
him. We got along fine. I was the only cat on the base who could

wear a beard and get away with it. I was young then, I told him I saw
sailors on a ship with beards and I wanted a beard. He told me to go
a&ead with it. At inspection I wouldn't pass, but he'd let me go into town anyway.
RA: Why did the two of you get along so well?
WG: I figured it was because he hadmkk been in tBerS%a€es all his life,
he didn't have no dealings too much with Southern states. Most evrybody 
got along with the guy.
RA: What kind of work did you do?
WG: I worked in the hold.
RA: You became a petty officer, didn't you.
WG: Naw.
RA: Did they have black petty officers?
WGleali the fourth division we only had three. Boyer, he was from New 
Jersey. Then we had Woods from over in New York ***. I can't remember 
the other one, but I believe he was from Jersey.
RA: What was the work like?
WG: Well, it was rough work. We were handling bombs. They said they didn't 
have no fuse, but somehow that night —  nobody knows what happened.
RA: Did you think there was any danger of an explosion, maybe from the 
way the ammunition was handled?
WG: Well, it'd be hard to say, caude I had never had no experience with 
ammunition before.



RA: Were there any safety precautions?
WGs Yeah, they had safety regulations. Even the Coast Guard, they used 
to come by and see how we was handling it. I know one time they didn't 
like they way we was handling the ammunition. We used to roll the 500 lb 
bombs when we got them down in the ship.
RAs How was thejpace of the work? Was it a fast pace?
WGs Naw, it was a regular pace. Ican't say how many men you had in the 
hold, say ten —  four or five on each side of the shiji.
RA: Did there seem to be a big emphasis on tonnage? by the officers?
WGs We had one officer that did that, Shaner{?) from Virginia. He 
would^w£K«Syou^^I*^fiadnquf^ a bit of trouble with him. In fact, I 
went to the tagii brig once behind him. He came there to the ship one 
day and didn't see me. He thought I was down there sleeping. Somebody 
told him I was up on top packing powder charges, but he put me on 
report. I was in the brig maybe four or five days. Delucci had gone 
someplace to school. When he got back he asked where I was, and he 
came over and let me out of the brig.
RAs How did the men and officers get along together?
WGs I can't speak for the other divisions, but my didivsion, we got 
along pretty good with Delucci, but Shaner, we couldn't get along with 
him. He was one of those Virginia caackers.
RAs How old were the officers?
WGs I would say Delucci was in his late thrities.
RAs Do you remember 01lie Green?
(Doesn't seem to remember him)

RAs Did men have any grievances?
WGs Oh, yeah, quite a bit. We had a lotta kids had never worked before . 
There wasn't no white sailors on that base loading ammunition. What fe w 
(whites) we had on the base was carpenters. They didn't handle ammunition. 
RAs Transfers?
WGs Most of the time you couldn't get ng transfer to another base. 
(Describes work shift schedule at PC 
RAs What you do on leayes?
WGs You could go to Frisco, Oakland, Richmond v“11.ejo. I used to go

GAT a/2/2/2

to Oakland, Seventh and Peralta. I remember Slim Jenkinsf on
Seventhe
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In Friscao I used to go to Club Alabama, Club Havana, Club Jet(?) down 
in the Fillmore district* Then I used to go down to Chinatown to the 
Showboat. In San Francisco you could have a kinda wild time.
RAs How’d you find Jack Crittenden?
WGt I wrote the Red Cross in his hometown. We went through boot camp 
together, and also out in California. Where we got split up was at 
Vallejo. The day we was supposed to go back loading ammunition we 
got early chow. I knowed something was gone happen when we got early 
chow. So we started marching down the street and the order came "left

RAt How did the men decide not to go back, was there a meeting?
WG: No, just talking among themselves, you know. We all mingled 
together and we had made up our minds over at Vallejo. The last skip day

So that evening after we refused to march to work Chaplain Flowers he 
come out and talked with us, told us we were making a mistake. We told 
he was wasting his time talking to us, he should let the white boys load^ 
the ammunition.

They had a barge out there that was built like a house, two or three 
storeys. They taken us all out of the barracks and out us all on the 
barge. We had all our gear on the b arge. We come off the barge to eat 
and then went back on the barge. They guarded us, you know. Shore patrol.

The next day the Admiral came from Treasure Island. He got out of 
the car and the first theing he said was, guess you guys know you can 
be shot." The^he started getting back in the car. A lot of the young 
xronx guvs started crying, you know. Then he got out and started talking. 
”A11 y ’all willing to load ammunition, line up over here. All them ain’t, 
line up over there. Well, men and Crittenden, Being friends, I called 
him. We stood there talking. One crowd was over there and one over 
here. Delucci come up to me and said "What y ’all gone do." So I teased 
Jack. I said, "What you gone do? You gone let them shoot you blindfolded, 
or you gone be looking at them?” Then they marched the bunch that was 
going back to work, they put them on the barge. Jack and me was still 
standing there. Now the other guys, I don’t know where they taken them
but they didn’t put them on the barge, and I didn’t seem them guys 
no more the whole time I was in the Navy.

............. ........ .....  ........ "  • ~ ■ • —
^  loading ammunition because of what happened at PC. No more loaning

flank," ?oigo^over ferfiare°I§iand. We stopped. We didn’t want no more

anywhere. So that started it.

llcacfc came in they took our passes, so we knowed we were in for it then.
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The way we got split up, me and Crittenden, he was going to the PX
to get some eigarets. I'm waiting on him at the ejind of the gangplank
at the barge, waiting for him to come back. They grabbed him xta±knxU
coming out of the PX, and I didn’t see him no more until 1950 « So
they put him with the bunch they taken down to San Pedro« They put

on the barge« These were then men that/jp^g^omg back to work,

V

iVY

ggl&§ibgSfga gonglg » Small... ) So ire were
there talkingj^and I said, "Man, we going to Brooklyn Navy Yard.”
Anothe guy said, "No, we going to the Naval Supply Depot in Oakland«”
Guys was just teasing each other, you know« So later we were loaded 
on these buses^itEu8rfvers who were all girls, white women« So I asked 
the driver on my bus, "Where you taking us?" She sAdd, "I don’t know«
All I’m doing is foliowing the leader«" So when we leave Yallejo and get to 
a certain point I say I know we’re going to Shoemaker« So that's where 
we wound up« They taken us all down to the brig« Then they put us all 
on the basketball court« And they had this It. and a xsxyatw sergeant 
in a jeep with a 50-caliber machine gun riding around the basketball 
court« And the Marines came with M—Is and automatic shotguns ....

mgThey called zp up in front of this Lt« He asked me was I afraid 
to load ammunition« I told him, Naw I wasnt afraid to load^mmunition,
I just didn’t intend to load anymore. So he told me I could get 7j 
to 15 years« Then the Marines marched on back and brought up 
another group« That went on lor 72 days« That's how long we stayed 
at Shoemaker« And we caught hell in the brig there. The sentries used 
to come in at night and say they heard somebody talking. Then they, would 
tell us they gave us three minutes to get up, get our clothes on line 
up outside« Then he'd say, "That took 3£ minutes« Now 1811 give you 
3 minutes to go back in the barracks and get back in bed«" Then he'd 
say kycfc that took 34 minutes« That would go on sometime for two or three 
hours« There was nothing you could do about it«
RA: Do you remember that Samll called a mtg on the barge?
WGs We had quite a few mtgs on the barge« Most of the mtgs, we wanted 
to know what happened to the other 50 guys«
RA: What next?
WG: Well from Shoemaker, myself and several others was taken over to
Treasure Island for the trial, I was over there about six weeks,
SO guys got put on trail for mutiny. The other guys, we got Shanghaied, 
^ & f a#iWnirial ™  0Ter they 8hapghied ns overseas and gave us six months
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RA* Did you ftestify at the Tr-ia.1̂
WG: They called me to come up there oxiee'~afoout- the mtg they had on the 
barge* That news had gooten back to the officers, that we had a mtg on 
the barge at Vallejo* They called me up there for that. And I told them
that if they had a mtg on the barge I did’t know anything about it* So
they said what did you do when you wqs on the barge* I said play cards, 
shoot dice, write letters* "You sho y ’all didn't have no mtgs?" "Not 
that In know of." "Didn't Delucci put you in charge?" I said "Yeah, but 
he didn't tell me to go aorund an see what th boys was talking about*"
I can rmember one day up there there was two or three officers. One guy 
was supposed to be my lawyer* And they had a couple more officers, and 
they were both asking me questions at the same time* And I didn't say 
nothing* So he said, why don't you answer the questions. So I said when 
one guy talks at a time maybe I'll answer the question* So they come spying 
about what I said when the officer had questionedme eailier. He said 
on such and such a day I said suh and such a thing* I said yeah. He said
did you say such and such a thing. I said Naw. He said that's what it
says here. Isaid, Is that my handwriting. That's typed ain't it. I 
could have said what I aaid and they could have added anything they 
wanted *
RAt When they met with you, did they try to get you to testify against 
Small or any of the other guys?
WGs Yeah. They had the right names. Somebody was snitching. They had 
my name, Small's name and Wylie from Youngstown, Ohio. He was a young 
kid about 19 years old, They jammed him up prbtty good* Everybody 
that they called up, they told them 7 j  to 15 years*

After the trial was ovef at Treasure Island, they taken us to the 
embarkation. We stayed there one day and the next day we sailed. For 
25 days I only saw that one ship. We dropped off 1500 Marines at
Guadalcanal, then we went to _____  island for x±X33xnfckx.a few weeks,
then we shipped out to Guam, other guys went to different places*
Summary Court martial involved 72 days in brig and six mos probation

EXPLOSION; I had just come out of the bathroom and crawled up on
my bunk. I slept on the top bunk* We had come off loading 8 that
i k k  morning. I had been up all day getting my uniform together and 

washing my clothes (i didn't send them to the laundry because they



wouldn't come back, I'd get somebody's clothes but they wouldn't be mine)
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I would wash mine and hang them out on the line and sit and wathc them 
until they dried. When that was over I went to early chow and from fliere 
I went to the movie. Then I come back and I slept. I'll newer forget 
that night, I'd just got back in the bunk. Something sounded like a bomb 
was dropped. Now i

The glass come through the barracks, A lot of guys walking the floor 
got cut up pretty bad. It blowed my bunk over, I slept near the door, 
Somvbody hollared"Don't stand up, crawli" I crawled out the door and 
by fchat time the other ship went off and I bounced around on the ground 
like you'd bhunce a rubber ball, I wasn't hurt but the ±±kxx inci 
lights was out and wires down. First thing ixthwwgkxxfcwmt when I got up 
I run over to Crittenden's barracks and called him. He was outside,
I got a bunch of guys together and we got on some Army trucks that had 
come in and went up to Camp Stoneman to spend the night. Next morning 
they came and got us and taken us to Shoemaker, I didn't go back to 
that base after the explosion.

All the PC boys were in the barracks there at Shoemaker and we 
started talking(about the work) It xx was rough-going. You didn't 
see no white boys out there loading ammunition; I guess they figured that 
was all we were good for.

After service vent to Alabama, Michigan and settled in NY 
Worked in stevedoring on waterfront.
Had no experience with stevedoring before PC 

Thinks explosion was caused by one of two things (l) Somebody went 
to sleep at the winch, or ($) sabotage.
Had Marine gaurds around base. The only way anybody could sneak in 

there, it would have to be by water.

like someone shot

Where is side three of Gay tape?
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GAY in group of 208

SIDE ONE

018 Drafted from Tuscaloosa, Alabama, July, 19U3

055 Trained at Great lakes

060 Shipped to Port Chicago

085 In l*th Division under Delucchi (who was also from New York

095 Says Delucchi a nice guysMI had ny way around the base on account of 
him* We got along fine.” Attributes this to him being a northerner.

ÎD25 Worked in the hold.

130 Was not petty officer. Boyers, Wood petty officers 

155 DESCRIPTION OF WORK.

165 Cause of exp. unknown*

178 SAYS THERE WERE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS, mentions Coast Guard inspections.

213 TONNAGE, says there was one w nasty officer} who threw Gay in brig when 
he thought he was shirking off.

260 RELATIONS W/OFFICERS, Mwe got along okay with Delucchi” but not with Shaner, 
Delucchi*s second in command.

295 Remembers Green had arm in sling.
315 GRIEVANCES : Yeah, a lotta guys had never worked before ; no whites laoding 

ammo

355 RECREATION at Slim Jenkins, Club Alabama, Club Havana in Fillmore

380 Located Jack Crittenden by writing his hometown Red Cross.

390 CRITTENDEN AND GAY WENT THROUGH BOOT CAMP TOGETHER 
Got separated at Vallejo

UlO Men say they want no more loading

Ul3 No prior rntgs., each man decided for self.

1*30 Chaplain Flowers talks to men.

1*35 PLACED ON BARGE; came off for meals.
1*55 ADMIRAL WRIGHT MFG$f: He threatens men with being shot. Some men were 

weeping* Wright had men devidie into two grps. Ggy and Crittenden get 
together to discuss what to do. Tease each other about possibility 
of being shot:MWhat you gone do; you gone let them shoot you blindfold 
or you gone be looking at them?” Men who refused taken away by marine 
guards. Crittenden went to PX to get some cigarettes while Gay waited 
at foot of barge gangplank; Crittenden never came back. They garbbed 

^ . him and I didn* t s ee him no more until 1950.
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M 5  Gay went back to barge with men who s aid they would return to w ork. 

U95 Remembers that he and Small were put in charge on barge by Delucchi/ 
500 Transferred to Shoemaker., put in brig.

517 lined up on Basketball court, surrounded by guards.

SIDE TWO

025 INTERROGATION at Shoemaker, Threatenend with 7J-15 yr sentence.
Imprisoned 71* days in brig. Much abouse by guards, who would wake men 
at night, have them dress run outside and then come back in (this would 
go on several times a night).

085 MTG ON BARGE (2 or three) after 50 guys removed)

132 Brought to Treasure Island to testify at trial.

165 The other men (the 208) were ”Shanghaied” and saragat sentenced to 6 mos. 
probation.

175 Called to testify abt mbg on barge. Says news of it had gotten back to 
the officers. He denied knowing abt meeting. nDidnT t Belucchi put you 
in charge? Yeah, but he didn*t tell me to go.around and find out what the 
bHyExx boys was talking about.” (laughter). He challenged written 
statment they presented! ”1 could say what t  said and then they could add 
on anything they want to.11

217 Tried to get him to t estify against Smallj thinks someone must have told
them: ”They had the right names*w (after first threatening him in interrogation 
with 72-15 yrs.)

285 More abt Separation from Crittenden. They put me on the barge (the marines 
did).

325 Shipped out overseas after the trial.

380 SUMMARY COURT MARTIAL: 72 days in brig, six mos. probation

390 EXPIOSION: Just come out of bathroom and climbed back into top bunk. Described 
days activities before exp.: Came off duty at 8 a.m., went to chow, washed 
clothes, went to 1 p.m. movie, slept. Pressure blew out windows, guys who 
were walking the floor got cut up pretty bad.v His bunk knocked otier; crawled 
out the barracks. Not injured. lights all out. Ran to Crittenden* s 
barracks to check on him. Evacuated to Camp Stoneman. Never went.back t>
P.C. again.

h$0 ”You didn* t see no white boys out there loading ammunition^ I guess they 
figured-that was all we were good for,”

1+77 Moved between Alabama and New York before settling in New York.

Ii90 Does stevedoring work; had not done this before PC. Says one guy in 
outfit had worked crane in steel mill before.
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1 SIDE mo
505 Thinks Explosion caused by (l) somebody falling aslepp at the winch 

and dropping something, or (2) sabotage.

523 $ays there were marine guards around the base.

SIDE THREE

025 Doesn't remember much abt security at main gâté

055 Thinks Kinne was in forties; and had served at ^earl Harbor.Q8js

085 Condx at B.C. were improving, some recreational facilities being added.

110 P.C. town was not segregated. (**e went once with EeluGchi). Doesn't 
remember golored guys having trouble there.

208 He was on Guam when atom, bomb came there.

323 Story of George Booth (from Detroit); broke open boxcars, got names of 
women at "astings, Nebraska who wrote them on the dunnage. Wrote 
letters to them. One woman (white )asked him for a small photo of 
Him that she could keep in her locket so her mother wouldn't see it.
He sent a large photo, package was opened by mother who w as outraged. 
George used to tell that story around thg base to get a laugh. He 
also was popular with the women at the erkeley USO.

3U6 Women allowed on base on Sundays for dances.

355 What did he think when put with men who were supposedly going to work? nl8d a rather̂ beifiĝ  with those that refused.”
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Discuss Port Chicago 

4/27/78

R.A*: What I 'd  lik e  to do Is t e l l  you about some the readings, and then

the kinds o f  thoughts sparked, and questions and ideas and where to go from 

there. What I did, was, In going through the s t u f f  that was very obviously  

related to the themg, which is  intersectio n s o f  h isto ry  and sociology, In an 

Issue o f ,  American Behavioral S c ie n t is t  IAST December devoted e n tir e ly  to that 

theme, and In several books o f  readings that have that as th e ir  central theme 

as w e l1 ,umm.. •

A . S . :  T h a t 's  e x a c t ly  where you'd expect that i t  would be, in urban and the

p o l i t i c a l .  I don't  know what th is  s t u f f  on Stanton I s ,  but I gather that 

t h e r e 's  a lot t h a t 's  been going on there, but I don't  know I f  they've drawn 

much on so ciolo gy  or not. Was It a good issue?

R .A .:  Yeah, yeah, It  has some in te re stin g  s t u f f  in i t ,  but in some ways I

thought i t  was kind o f  th in . These are two oth ers,  these are Ju s t  a r t i c l e s  

that I xeroxed. T h at 's  J u s t  a cover page on one o f the a r t i c l e s ,  and then 

th is  Is H o fstatte r  and LIpsus.

A . S . :  You know a lot o f  people have struggled with i t .

R .A . :  Yeah, r ig h t .  What I did was on reading that I picked up on— i told you 

I f i n a l l y  got — POSSESSED yesterday, and read i t  la st  night. I was 

very e x cite d  by that.

A . S . :  That seems to be the c l o s e s t ,  to my knowledge, o f  what you're  doing.

I t ' s  a set o f  even ts,  on a s in g le  la yerin g ,  clo se  to documentation, that you 

could g e t .  Or maybe not. You could get some good h in ts.
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R . A . :  Y ea h ,  w e l l .  I t  d e f i n i t e l y  sparked o f f  some id e a s  In me t h a t  I 

wanted t o  t a l k  a b o u t.  W e ll ,  l e t  me s o r t  o f  j u s t  la y  o u t what happened 

when I was reading—

A.S.: L e t  me s a y  one o t h e r  t h i n g .  F r i t z  S c h u l t z e ,  a German g u y ,  d id  a

s t u d y  on h d i f f e r e n t  communities where communities p u l le d  th em selve s  to g e th e r  

by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p l a n .  Th ere were a bunch o f  v i l l a g e s ,  and the v i l l a g e s  

w ere p u l l e d  t o g e t h e r  and formed In to  tow ns; so  he ta lk e d  to  a l o t  o f  

p o l i t i c i a n s  and h e ' s  a c t u a l l y  done a — h e ' s  a c t u a l l y  working on— I think  

h e ' s  l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  In th e  s u b s t a n c e  than he i s  in the method. How you 

put t o g e t h e r  what t h e s e  p e o p le  s a y .  in the p a s t  about an e v e n t  t h a t  he 

d o e s n 't  remember e x a c t l y .  About s t u f f  t h a t  was v e r y  c o m p lica te d  by a l o t  

o f  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i e s  and a l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p le  a t  the tim e. But I t  

might be fun to  a s k  him about some o f  th e  problems he had.

R . A . :  Yeah? T h a t ’ s ,  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  g r e a t  'c a u s e  one o f  th e  unique th in g s

abou t t h i s  s t u d y  t h a t  I 'm  doing i s  t h a t  i t ' s  not a stu d y  o f  documents. T h a t 's  

a b i g  p a r t  o f  i t .  But I a l s o  have a c c e s s  to  a t  l e a s t  some o f  th e  people who 

w e re  t h e r e ,  whom I can i n t e r v i e w  now, 3^  y e a r s  l a t e r .  But th e r e  a r e  q u e s tio n s  

o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  which a&counts a r e  more t r u s t w o r t h y ?  Because th e r e  are  

d i s c r e p a n c i e s ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  between what th e y  s a y  now, and what th ey  s a i d  3** y e a r s  

a g o .  And one o f  th e  b i g  problems I 'm  h av in g  I s  in d e c i d i n g  which to  t r u s t ,  o r  

how to  b a la n c e  them a g a i n s t  each  o t h e r .

A . S . :  I t h i n k  you should t a l k  t o  him. i th in k  h i s  has p e r t i n e n t  m erit

b ecau se  o f  th e  n a r r a t i v e  i n t e r v i e w .  Where h e ' s  had a l o t  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  work.

So I t h in k  u s in g  some o f  the l i n g u i s t i c  s t u f f ,  he c o u l d ,  l i k e ,  t e l l  you when
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p e o p le  a r e  c l  rcum l.ocuting, moving to  A u s t r a l i a  and maybe s t a r t  you th in k in g  

about what d id  she s a y ?  1 d o n 't  know I f  some o f  t h a t  would be u s e f u l  to  you.

I t ' s  j u s t  p o s s i b l e  I t  might be.

R . A . :  Y e s ,  Uh huh. I t  j u s t  might be.

A . S . :  B ecau se  he d i d n ' t  have any problem w it h  the one o f  memory, a s  su ch.

But he had th e  problem o f - v e r a c i t y .  A problem o f  mfiybe, s e l e c t i v e  r e c e p t i o n .

R . A . :  Yah, 1 th in k  t h a t ' s  g o in g  to  be th e  problem h e r e .  Or b o th ,  the problem  

o f  memory and th e  problem o f  v e r a c i t y ,  so  1 th in k  I have a continuum o f  both  

o f  them. The I n i t i a l  im p ressio n  i had a s  I began r e ad in g  and th in k in g  about th e  

r e l a t i o n  between th e  two w a s ,  w e l l ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I s t a r t e d  o u t w it h  the c l a s s i c  

sim p le -m in d e d , 1 g u e s s ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  between h i s t o r y  and s o c i o l o g y .  H is t o r y  as  

th e  s t u d y  o f  unique e v e n t s  and t h a t  the purpose o f  h i s t o r y  i s  to  e l i m i n a t e  th o se  

e v e n t s  t h e r e  , th e  p a r t i c u l a r  o r i g i n s  and development and th e  reason s f o r  i t .

And to  g e t  a s  many " f a c t s "  abou t I t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h a t ' s  s o r t  o f  the s t e r e o t y p e  

o f  h i s t o r y .  And now th e s t u d y  o f  s o c i o l o g y — both a r e  s t u d y i n g  ggamsAxxs  

human b e h a v i o r ,  and I n t e r a c t i o n ,  but th e  s o c i o l o g y  i s ,  o f  c o u r se  a tte m p tin g  to  

— a r r i v e  a t  g e n e r a l  la w s ,  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and so  on from the stu d y  o f  many, many 

i n s t a n c e s .  And s o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  l e a d e s q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  to  th e  id e a ,  w e l l ,  

th e  two a r e  — each one can be— a i d s  to  the o t h e r .  But one d i s c i p l i n e  can be 

seen  a s  an i s o l a t o r  o r  an a i d  o r  somehow s u p p o r t i v e  to  th e  work o f  the o t h e r ;  

f o r  e x am p le, th e  common statem en t t h a t  c a l l s  a f o r  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  to  make use  

o f  h i s t o r y  in o r d e r  t o  g e t  d e ep e r  i n s i g h t s ;  h i s t o r i c a l  I n s i g h t s  then becomes 

one o f  th e  terms t h a t ' s  u sed . You need you r h i s t o r i c a l  i n s i g h t  in s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e  s t u d i e s .  And, on th e  o t h e r  hand, th e  h i s t o r i a n s :  you h ear people c a l l i n g
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For the need to look a t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  methods, p a r t i c u l a r l y  q u a n t it a t iv e  

methods; big on q u a n t it a t iv e  methods. But, a l s o ,  c o n c e p tu aliz atio n s from 

the s o c i a l  sc ie n c e s  and to  use these as a id s  in in te rp re tin g  h i s t o r i c a l  

e v e n ts ,  r i g h t ?  So i t ' s  s o r t  o f  — ! c a l l  th a t * th e  a i d ,  or a n c i l l a r y  approach 

to the r e la t i o n s h i p  between the two, which d o e s n 't  r e a l l y  see th at t h e r e 's  

much o f  a r e a lt io n s h lp  s u p e r f i c i a l l y .  H isto ria n s can make use o f  in sights  

o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s  can make use o f  h i s t o r i c a l  d ata ,  but then 

as i began reading and g e t t i n g  more deep into what I'm thinking about, I'm 

g e t t t i n g  to  see in the w r it i n g s  o f  some people, l ik e  L ip s ic h  in h is  e ssay ;  

t h e r e 's  a f e l l o w  named Robert Brown who I think is an En glish  f e l lo w  who's  

w r it te n  a book on, gee— I d i d n 't  bring i t  e i t h e r — but the t i t l e  o f  the book 

i s ,  "E x p la n a tio n  in S o c ia l  S c i e n c e , "  and being an Englishman he d o esn 't  

even con sid er t h i s  q u a n t it a t iv e  s t u f f .  W ell ,  I d o n 't  know e x a c t l y  what school 

he belongs to ;  h is  whole thing is a d isc u ss io n  o f  methods a f  explan ation .

Genetic  e x p la n a tio n ,  reason as an e x p la n a tio n ,  em pirical evidence and so on; 

th e se ,  in f a c t ,  are  h is  chapter headings. I'm about midway through that now, 

and I'm g e t t i n g  very  e x c i t e d  because more and more I fe e l  that t h e r e 's  an 

o r g a n ic  r e la t i o n s h i p  between h is t o r y  and s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s .  I t ' s  almost lik e  

a d i a l e c t i c a l  o r  complimentary r e l a t i o n s l i p ,  which I see as going something 

l i k e  t h i s :

okay, h is t o r y  Is the study o f  the unique events from the p a s t ,  a l r i g h t ?  and 

the I n te r p r e t a t io n  and explan ation  o f  those e v e n ts ,  r ig h t?  In a l l  o f  the h i s t o r i ­

ca l  w r i t i n g s  th at I have seen so f a r ,  th at I 'v e  been reviewing more r e c e n tly ,  

i t  Is i m p li c it  In them p a r t i c u l a r l y  in a n a l y s i s  and explanation, there Is 

i m p li c it  the use o f  s o c i a l  sc ie n c e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  and ex plan ation s.

-4-

A . S . :  U su ally  i m p l i c i t ,  yeah.
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R . A . : U s u a l l y  i m p l i c i t ,  even su ch  a sim p le  minor th in g  as  the

G r e a t  Han Theory o f  h ls f to r y .  T h a t ' s  th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s 1 t h e o r y ,  I t ' s  what 

i t  i s ,  a lth o u g h  I t ' s  g e n e r a l l y  taken as  a h i s t o r i c a l  th e o r y  and used as  a 

h i s t o r i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n .  But i t  a c t u a l l y  i s  under a s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  h y p o t h e s i s ,  

but w hich i s  taken adn assumed and used o f t e n  u n c r i t i c a l l y ,  In h i s t o r i c a l  

s t u d i e s .  But a c t u a l l y  in lo o k in g  a t  a lm o st e v e r y  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y ,  the  

atte m p te d  e x p l a n a t i o n  alm o st i n v a r i a b l y  draws upon what a r e  taken to  be 

common se n se  assu m p tion s about human b e h a v io r ,  but which under, In f a c t ,  

o r  f a l l  under e r  a r e ,  In f a c t ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  t h e o r i e s .

•O ;

A . S . :  L i k e  human n a t u r e .

R . A . : R i g h t .  Human n a t u r e ,  t h a t ’ s  w h a t . . . S o  t h a t  e x p l a n a t i o n  In h i s t o r y  makes m
use u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  more and more 1 th in k  c o n s c i o u s l y  now, 

w i t h  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  g o in g  o n , makes use o f  the assumed f i n d i n g s  o f  s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e  w hich a r e  sometimes not p r e s e n te d  a s  assumed f i n d i n g s  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  

but a s e  s im p ly  p r e s e n te d  as human n a t u r e .  Okay, and th a t  seems to  me th at  

t h a t  can n ot be a v o i d e d ;  In any kind o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y ,  u n le s s  y o u 'r e  go in g  

t o  l i m i t  y o u r s e l f  j u s t  t o  as se m b lin g  f a c t s .  Because even as you begin assem b lin g  

f a c t s  and p u t t i n g  them in c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r ,  t h a t ' s  a l s o  based on a th e o r y  

ab ou t human b e h a v i o r ,  which Is  t h a t  c a u s e  and e f f e c t  go In a c e r t a i n  chrono­

l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e .  So j u s t  u n le s s  you l i m i t  y o u r s e l f  to  asse m b lin g  f a c t s  w ith  

no atte m p t a t  o r d e r i n g  them t h a t ' s  th e  o n ly  way a h i s t o r i a n  cou ld  avoid  

b r i n g i n g  in th e  p re m ise s  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e .  And what s o r t  o f  u s e f u l  f a c t  

c o l l e c t i n g  a r e  you doing then? And ! found examples o f  k t h l s ;  i f  I could  

d e v e lo p  t h i s  i n t o  a p aper o f  som ething I would then draw t h a t  o u t .  Both 

H o p stat  and L i p s l c h  In t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  p o in t  t h i s  o u t .  Even th e y  p r e s s  to the
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h e a r t  o f  th e  m a t t e r :  i t ' s  not an I n c id e n ta l  c o n n e c tio n .  I t  cannot be

av o id ed  In h i s t o r i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n .

happens,
A . S . :  And what xsxaáxfcfe&xssseHKB, Bob, i s  t h a t  you g e t  p eo p le  who reach

out very deliberately to x|SS¿SaiogÍca 1 concepts, that the ones they pick are always
a t  t h e i r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  and the guys t h e y ' v e  ta lk e d  to .  

the ones t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t /  * *  Or maybe th e  books t h e y ' v e  been I n flu e n ce d  b y ,  and

th e y  * *  them. And I th in k  one o f  fctae t h i n g s  happen, a t  l e a s t :  one is th a t  they

ta k e  some o f  th e  c o n c e p t s  l i k e  th e  guy by the name o f  C ochran, Tom Cochran, he

s t u d i e d  i n i t i a t i v e  r o l e s  among b u s i n e s s  h i s t o r i a n s ,  used s t u f f  l i k e  B e r l i o z ,

and h e ' s  u s in g  th o s e  c o n c e p ts  to  inform s o c i o l o g i s t s  t h a t  th e y  look h a l f - a s s e d ;

and two, C ru te  w h o 's  an h i s t o r i a n ,  who may buy a l o t  o f  what he may have to s a y ,

in h i s  o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h ,  h is  e x p l a n a t i o n s * »  p r o b a b ly  x a »  on the s i m p l i f i e d  s i d e

and I n f e r s * »  ing c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  a guy l i k e  C o z i a r y  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  to  c u r r e n t
p o s s i b l e  s o c i o l o g i c a l

t h i n g s ,  c o n c e p t s ,  not r e a l  p e s x t x x s  c o n c e p ts  —  not th e  ones he maybe thought  

he was d o i n g ,  but the ones h e ' s  happened on. Or you g e t  a guy l i k e  the v e r y  

f i n e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  R u ssian  h i s t o r y ,  h i s  name i s  K G ersuguan, and 1 remember about  

20 y e a r s  ago he t r i e d  out the P a r so n ia n  s o l u t i o n ,  i t  j u s t  d i d n 't  work. I t  j u s t  

d i d n t  make any s e n s e ,  so  t h e y ' r e  hooked on a v e r y  d i f f l c u t l  i s x s i  problem which  

I s ,  sh o u ld  you then use s o c i o l o g i c a l  th e o r y  e x p l i c i t l y ?  Which ones do you u se? V 

i t ' s  t h a t  w h o le  q u e s tio n  o f  1 th in k  p a r t  o f  the problem Is th a t

you buy c o n c e p t s  and not p o s i t i o n s  In the t h e o r i e s .  So th e y  buy c o n c e p t s ,  

th e y  push r i g h t  through th e  I m p l i c i t  s e t  o f  p rem ises

not r e a l l y  t h e i r  d p e c i a l t y  which i s  what happened in the * committee,

then th e y  f i n d  I t  d o e s n 't  work, when in f a c t ,  t h e i r  own assum ptions a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  

Where t h e y ' d  be more c o m f o r ta b le  w i t h  i t .  Or th e y  buy something l i k e  Roth \

where he has a whole s e t  o f  assu m p tion s which a r e  p r e t t y  t h i n .  Bug th e r e  Is nothing" 

s p e c i f i c ,  l i k e  in C o r s k y 's ,  t o  hancj I t  on t o .  They then t r e a d ;  they can be more
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OR l § s s  happy with I t  because It  seems to say  th in g s;  but a lo t  o f  other  

people a r e n ' t  golkng to be happy with i t  because o f  the f a c t  that they 

sense th at I t ' s  a simple treatment o f  com p lexity .  Okay?

R .A . :  Okay, yeah.

A . S . :  One other example I think is  most obvious. Langer was a s o c i o l o g i s t

who e xplain ed  some s t u f f  th a t  had to  go w ith  French h is t o r y .  You get the

re ve rs e  o f  s o c i o l o g i s t s  w ith  pet th e o r ie s  or pet concepts who are a l s o  versed

in a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  okay? But the e n t e r p r is e  Is e s s e n t i a l l y  the same.

J u s t  the b a s i s  is  s o c i o l o g i c a l .  Now w e've  got t h i s  data and w e 've  explained

i t  In terms o f  su b-straneous n o tio n s,  In her case  I t ' s  c l a s s  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,

and T i l l y  is  making a sp la s h ,  has been f o r  10 y e a r s ,  h e 's  a s o c i o l o g i s t  who's

been w r it i n g  about French h is t o r y  and h e 's  e s s e n t i a l l y  a s o c i o l o g i s t  and

doing the same kind o f  th in g .  Obviously, some h is t o r i a n s  are rather

in fo rm ative  In brin gin g th in gs into p e r s p e c t i v e ,  bug other people sa y ,  " B B I t l "

You know what I mean? I can think o f  a couple more, but I t ' s  t h i s  kind o f

th in g .  Both kides are  h i t  by the same dilemma. The in cre d ib le  thing i s  that

s o c i o l o g i c a l  concepts d o n 't  r i s e  out o f  the h i s t o r i c a l  data. Take the back

ro u te .  1 might think more deeply about i t ,  but I think that t h a t 's  w h at 's

r e a l l y  going on. A l r i g h t ,  so I think t h a t ' s  i t  about books. The coming around
looking a t  I t  and

to  d e a lin g  w ith  s t u f f  and J u s t / f i l l i n g  i t  in.  The emphases are d i f f e r e n t .  

Sometimes t h e y 'r e  in te r e ste d  in so c io lo g y  and sometimes in h i s t o r y ,  but In 

both c a se s  t h e y 'r e  brin gin g these th in gs in.

R . A . :  I think one o f  the In trig u in g  th in gs about t h i s  FOR SALE AND POSSESSED

book Is th at th at Is a l s o  true here, I th in k, In some o f  the d iscu ssio n s they



-8- ROBERT ALLEN

have about the nature o f  the f a c t io n a l  f i g h t i n g  they had in the Salem 

v i l l a g e .  I think underlying th at is  a c e r t a i n  se t  o f  premises about 

group c o n f l i c t  and s o c i o l o g i c a l  th e o r y.  So on the one band i s ,  even 

In t h i s  book, the importation o f  the s o c i o l o g i c a l  «(methods o f  explanation  

but, a t  the same time, on the o th er s id e  o f  the co in ,  they a l s o  have an 

attempt to presen t whether, in f a c t ,  t h i s  is  the way i t  happened, or not.

But the e xplan ation  o f  who became the v ic t im s f o r  w i t c h c r a f t  c h arges— 

they present th at as though th at r e a l l y  emerges out o f  data—

A . S . :  where people l i v e  and a l l  th at s o r t  o f  thing?

R . A . : Yeah, in f a c t ,  they come up w ith  a p r i n c i p le  which they formulate

in the in te r lu d e  which is  th at the v ic t im s  were o u ts id e r s  who were mobile 

and la ck in g  in d e feren ce.  Which i s  supposed to  be a " s o c i o l o g i c a l  la w ."

But i t  emerges out o f  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l ,  the study o f  th i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  in stan c e,  but we may w e ll  fin d p a r a l l e l  or analygobs  

s i t u a t i o n s .  By which t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  the r h e t o r ic ,  could be te s te d .  But 

th a t  a l s o ,  I th in k ,  shows one o f  the ways In which h is to r y  and so ciolo gy  

can be r e a l l y  connected, which is  the use o f  h i s t o r i c a l  instances as case  

s t u d ie s  o f  s o c i a l  laws in a c t i o n .  But you d o n 't  assume you know what the 

laws a r e  b e fo re  you s t a r t  looking a t  the c ase  study. You see what the laws 

a r e  from the c a se  s t u d i e s .  Which Is d i f f e r e n t  from what most approaches 

have been, ! th in k .  We focused mainly on h i s t o r i a n s ,  but I think on the 

beh avioral sc ie n c e  s i d e — okay, i f  we accept the behavioral sc ie n ce  attempts 

to  formulate general laws o f  human behavior by c o l l e c t i n g  and examining and 

c l a s s i f y i n g  many in dividu al in sta n c e s ,  whether y o u 'r e  ta lk in g  about survey,  

research  o r  q u a l i t a t i v e  re se a rc h ,  w e 'r e  looking a t  many in dividual Instances,  

but what h is t o r i a n s  point out in t h e ir  c r i t i q u e  which Is true is  that we
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SEldom think about the h is t o r y  o f  those Individual In sta n ce s.  In f a c t ,  they  

are unique h i s t o r i c a l  events or In d iv id u a ls  e r  s i t u a t i o n s  that w e 'r e  looking 

a t ,  but w e 'r e  attempting to  c o l l e c t  and c l a s s i f y  them and to look at  what 

u n i f i e s  them, that I s ,  w h a t 's  common among them as opposed to what makes each 

o f  them unique. Th is has sometimes, 1 gu ess,  led to e r r o r s  In s o c ia l  science  

r e se a r c h .  The Wall t e r  s t u f f  got c r i t i c i z e d  because they apparen tly  went in 

without knowing— to do a community study— without knowing anything about the 

h is t o r y  o f  the community., and t h e r e f o r e  m isled, by taking a t  fa c e  value  

statements th a t  were made by the informants. I f  they had had more h is t o r i c a l  

in sig h t  they could have avoided th at mistake. But I t  seems to me that 

th at is  a l s o  an inherent problem In s o c i o l o g i c a l  research o f  any type, which is  

th at although we are  looking f o r  what is  common among many in stan ces,  i f  

we n e g le c t  the unique q u a l i t i e s  o f  these instances and, p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  we never  

ask the q u estio n  about why the unique asp e c ts  e x i s t .  Then we are  aery l i a b l e  

to make m istakes o f  in t e r p r e t a t io n .  Simply because one se t  o f  the data, one 

a s p e c t  o f  the r e a l i t y  o f  the s i t u a t i o n  we have chosen to  Ignore by, on p r i n c i p l e ,

L e t ' s  see I f  1 have an example. W e ll ,  I mentioned an example o f  —  w e l l ,  what often  

h is t o r i a n s  use u n d r i t i c a l l y ,  s o c i o l o g i c a l  con cepts,  we on the other hand often  

tend to a ccep t the v a l i d i t y  o f  the in stan ces that we c o l le c t e d  without c r i t i c a l l y  

looking a t  t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  where they came from.

A . S . :  W e ll ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  —  two th in gs go to g e th er.  In the Waller c a se ,  l e t ' s

take a couple o f  c l a s s i c  examples, in the Waller case  he is  studying a community.

Dr. H ar ris  Is wrong, he Is studying a community and he Is studying It  s t a t i c a l l y ,
otherwise you woulc

as i t  i s .  There may be some assumptions about American communities snse ystdcxfi have 

studied i t ,  anyway h e 's  studying a community. The h is t o r i a n s  come around and sa y ,

"Ah, you picked your community because o f  the f a c t  th at I t ' s  in a time lo a n ."
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But t h a t ’ s s im p ly  a c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h a t  kind o f
16

L e t ' s  s a y  y o u 'r e  making a s t u d y  o f  60  m i l i t a r y  le a d e r s  o f  Armies in &£l 16  

und erd evelo p ed  c o u n t r i e s . ,  and some o f  th e s e  a r e  the same and some a r e  

d i f f e r e n t .  Okay? and th e y  a r e  the same In d i f f e r e n t  kin ds o f  w ays. And 

th e y  a r e  under the g e n e r a l  th e o r y  t h a t  a p p l i e s  to  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  then 

you erppld compare t h i s  to  union l e a d e r s  In W e stern ize d  c o u n t r i e s .  Now 

t h i s  Is J a n f r a n s o n 's  book, not the b e s t  book in the w o r ld ,  but i t  i s  I n t e r e s t i n g .  

Why c a n ' t  you s t u d y  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  that w a y -- o u r  whole damn h i s t o r y  

I f  you c o u ld  ta k e  f o r  g r a n te d  by lo o kin g  a t  them, th e  s u r f a c e  a r e a ,  th a t  th ey  

a r e  d i f f e r e n t  a lth o u g h  somewhat th e  same. Or even th e  e n t i r e  in stru m en t, a 

p o i n t  t h a t  was o b v i o u s .

R . A . : R i g h t .  Okay. We look a t  th o se  16  i n s t a n c e s  and we s a y ,  " W e l l ,  some

a r e  same and some a r e  d i f f e r e n t . "  But how do we e x p l a i n  the d i f f e r e n c e s ,  o r

th e s i m i l a r i t i e s ?  We can e x p l a i n  them in terms o f  l a t e r a l  com parisons among

the 16  , w hich would be perh aps th e  usu al te c h n iq u e .  1 th in k  th e  c r i t i c i s m  is

t h a t ,  n ot t o  deny th e  importance o f  the l a t e r a l  com p arison , but u n le s s  you a l s o

make the v e r t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  you may m iss a c r u c i a l  dimension o f  e x p la n a t io n  and v

\
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  \

A . S . :  H e r e 's  a n o th e r  ex am p le.  I t  goes l i k e  t h i s :  th e r e  i s  an v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g

book t h a t  has somekrow been m issed by s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  by a guy by the name o f  B lack  
p o l i  t l e a l

who i s  a w e ll-k n o w n  s c i e n t i s t .  I t ' s  kind o f  a mixed up book, but th e re

i s  one s e c t i o n  o f  i t  t h a t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g .

R . A . :  W h a t 's  th e  book?
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A . S . :  I t ' s  something abou t i n t e r a c t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  I don’ t  know the

t i t l e  any more. But i t ' s  e a s y  to  f i n d .  H e 's  c l a s s i f i e d  a l l  the  

amount o f  a c u l t u r e  t h a t  he knew a b o u t,  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  and h e ' s  done 

i t  by c r i t e r i a .  W h a t 's  i n t e r e s t i n g  about t h i s  i s  h e ' s  b u i l t  h i s t o r y  in .

For e x am p le,  th e s e  a r e  g ro u ps t h a t  were n e ve r  c o l o n i a l i z e d ;  th e se  were  

g r o u p s ,  in o t h e r  w o rd s, t h a t  grew in a l l  t h e i r  pow ers. These were groups  

t h a t ,  t i l  v e r y  r e c e n t l y ,  we had t r o u b l e  t r a d i n g  w it h  them. So h e ' s  b u i l t  

in h i s t o r y ,  a s  w e l l  as  a l l  th e  t h i n g s  t h a t  go w i t h  c o l o n i a l i s m .  So th e se  

a r e  t y p e s  and shapes o f  goveunments and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  you can b e g in  to  

b u i l d  o n , r e l e v a n c y  to  r e v o l u t i o n .  You cou ld  have a sample th a t  was b e a u t i f u l ;  

h e ' s  n e v e r  done i t ,  but h e ' s  p o in t e d  a way t o  g e t  t h i n g s  done. As a m atter  o f  

f a c t  he has a th e o r y  and a s e t  o f  p r e d i c t i o n s — i t  t a k e s  tons o f  s t u f f  moving 

f o r w a r d .

R . A . :  Moving fo rw a rd  through tim e . R ig h t .

A . S . :  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  c l o s e s t  t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  ; i t ' s  c l o s e s t  to

what 1 would a c c e p t ,  i a g g e e  w i t h  y o u ,  I th in k  t h i s  s t u f f  i s  e x tr e m e ly  t r i c k y .  

I f  f i v e  y e a r s  were knocked o f f ,  you w o u l d n 't  know wh at.

R A . : E x a c t l y .  Yeah. The example from B l a c k ;  th e  o t h e r  examples I thought o f

t h a t  would have c o r r e s p o n d e d : th e r e  have been many r e v o l u t i o n s ,  r i g h t ?  E ve r

s i n c e  w h a t 's - h i s - n a m e 's  book on th e  f i r s t  m i l i t a r y  French r e v o l u t i o n .  The 

a t te m p ts  have alm ost a l w a y s — and one o f  the f a s c i n a t i o n s  about r e v o l u t i o n s  i s  

not j u s t  t o  re co u n t them, but to  e x p l a i n  how th e s e  h o r r i b l e  t h in g s  happened,  

you know— a l l  th e  h i s t o r i a n s  have a lw a y s  attem pted a l a r g e r  e x p l a n a t i o n .  But 

a number o f  books o f  t h a t  s o r t ,  i t  seems t o  me, a l s o  do t h i s  kind o f  t h i n g .
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T h e r e ’ s one, the book is c a l l e d  something l i k e ,  SOCIAL ORIGINS OF DICTATORSHIP 

AND DEMOCRACY b y ,  I d o n 't  remember h i s  name now. In f a c t ,  I 'm not su r e  whether  

he was a h i s t o r i a n  o r  s o c i o l o g i s t .  He combines th e  two v e r y  w e l l .  What he 

does i s  to  do v e r y  c a r e f u l  c a s e  s t u d i e s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n s  in C hina, Ja p a n ,  Germany, 

M esico  and o f  c o u r s e ,  R u s s i a .  The f i v e  o r  s i x — but in the kind o f  d e t a i l  

t h a t  shows s e n s i t i v i t y  to  the c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  unique to  each one th a t  you would  

e x p e c t  from the h i s t o r i a n s .  But w i t h  the q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would e x p e c t  

from th e  s o c i o l o g i s t s .  And i t ' s  th a t  kind o f  t h i n g ,  you know. He has to  

c a t e g o r i z e  th e s e  r e v o l u t i o n s  a c c o r d in g  to  c e r t a i n  themes th a t  d e ve lo p  o u t o f  

h i s  s t u d y  o f  each on e, and in some c a s e s  h e ' s  ab6e to  a r r i v e  a t ,  not a co h e ren t  

t h e o r y ,  a g e n e r a l  th e o r y  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  l i k e  what he comes up w i t h  i s  a —

What a r e  the im portant s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  in r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s t o r y ,  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  

s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t  and so  on§

A . S . :  W e l l ,  l e t  me t e l l  oyou what t h i s  kind o f  a  d i f f e r e n c e  ended. T h is  s t u f f
s o c i o -

s t a r t e d  b a c k ;  f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h l s / l o g l c a l  n a t u r e ,  w i t h  the s t a t e m e n t s ,  was a stu d e n t  

o f  P a r k s .  I 'm s u r e  i t  comes from him; i t  was f o l lo w e d  by by Quinn B r i t a i n ,  the  

famous Harvard g r a d u a t e  h i s t o r i a n .  A r e c e n t  work by him in hardbound, I came 

a c r o s s  i t  somewhere and am lo o k in g  a t  i t .  H o ltg o th  is  a s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n  

w i t h  a l o t  o f  work on r e b e l l i o n  and v i o l e n c e ,  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  I menationed  

a r t i c l e s  In The R eview er and i t ' s  a messed up a r e a — guys c a n ' t  d e c id e  what a 

r e v o l u t i o n  i s ,  what c a s e s  a r e ,  what bo u n d ar ie s  a r e ,  where the b o u n d aries a r e ,  okay?  

So th e y  run i n t o  a l o t  o f  pro blem s. Another a r e a  l i k e  i t ,  in E n g l i s h  h i s t o r y  

and th e s e  a r e  o n ly  h i s t o r i a n s  a t  work, w it h  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  th i n g s  llfefe 

th e  r o l e  o f  th e  g e n t r y ,  th rou gh  time o r  d e c a d e s ,  th ey c a n ' t  d e c id e  who the  

g e n t r y  w e r e ,  what t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s l f c p s  w e re ,  c o u l d n 't  d e cid e  what the boundaries  

w e r e ,  so i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s c e r t a i n  what th e  assumptions a r e .  I mean I'm  

f a i r l y  c o n fu se d  what assu m p tio n s a r e .  What I 'm  t r y i n g  to  sa y  Is  t h i s :  the
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n a t u r e  o f  th o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o b v i o u s l y  p r e v e n t s  a l o t  o f  good p eople (from)  

wo rk ing on bum § l u g s .  Somebody put I t  a s i d e  t o  ste w . But th o se  kin d s o f  

Issues»m aybe not In th e  a b s t r a c t  se n s e  o f  which th e se  p eo p le  a r e ,  but one 

o f  th e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  bound to  work. I t 1 s e x tr e m e ly  d i f f i c u l t .  I d o n 't  

know o f  anybody who'd d e a l i n g  w i t h  e x a c t l y  th e  kind o f  i s s u e  you a r e .

S e t  up w i t h  a sm all s u b j e c t  and a s e t  o f  r u l e s .  Of c o u r se  th e y e  a r e n ' t  th a t  

many arouhnd any more, v e r s e d  in t h a t  docu m entation. Host o f  t h i s  I s  o b v i o u s ly  

In v o lv e d  in p e r s e v e r a n c e  o f  d o cu m en tatio n , p u t t i n g  i t  t o . . . I t ' s  alm ost as  

though th e  s o c i o l o g i s t  depends on the h i s t o r i a n  f o r  r e a l l y  good d a t a .  The 

h i s t o r i a n s ,  a t  th e  end, have t o  r e l y  on s o c i o l o g i s t s  f o r  r e a l l y  good th e o r y .

The h i s t o r i a n s  do b e t t e r ,  i t h i n k ,  than th e  s o c i o l o g i s t  becau se  a t  l e a s t  th ey  

g o t  th e  methods. And the d a t a .

R . A . :  But I t h in k  beyond t h a t ,  the q u e s tio n  In my mind I s ,  Is  i t  not our

c i r c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n — s o c i o l o g i s t s  depend on h i s t o r i a n s  f o r  d ata  b u t ,  in f a c t ,  what  

w e ' r e  g e t t i n g  from h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  t h a t  we j u s t  ta k e  t h e i r  f a c t s  and ignore t h e i r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;  we g e t  d a t a  and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  And i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  I s  based on 

so m ethin g. So t h e y ' r e  something o f  h i s t o r i a n s  and s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  and I t  works  

the o t h e r  way arou n d , t o o .  i f  h i s t o r i a n s  depend on s o c i o l o g i s t s  f o r  th e é ry  

but th e  turned o u t th e o r y  i s  based on th e  work t h a t  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  p a s t  h i s t o r i a n s

A . S . :  Y eah, th e r e  a r e  assu m ption s made about major movements.

R A .:  Yeah. R i g h t .

A . S . :  YOU know, i t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  In one o f  the
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ACTUALLY f i r s t - r a t e  books o f  th e  c e n t u r y  and one i ' v e  mentioned b e f o r e ,  B u r d e lt ,

i s  so  m a rvelou s in th e  se n s e  t h a t  i t ' s  so l i v e l y  and so packed w it h  d e t a i l  and

so I n t e r e s t i n g  in s o  o b v i o u s l y  im portant a r e a  o f  th e  w o r ld — h ere  h e ' s  picked
s e t - b y - s e t  assu m ption s su bsequent s e l f

t h i s  cod e  t o  h an d le  the KMfessqxKKfcxx&itó and a l l  th e  r e s t .  What r e a d i l y  holds  

t r u e  i s  the s e t - b y - s e t  assu m ption s o f  th e  way t h a t  human n a tu r e  works and th a t  

h i s t o r y  w o rk s,  in f a c t ,  i t ' s  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  s e t  o f  assum ptions f o r  an American  

to  a v o i d . ,  i f  he th in k s  about i t .

R . A . : I t h i n k , ,  t o o ,  one o f  the i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  about th e  SALEH POSSESSED book

i s  t h a t  both t h i n g s  a r e  happening a t  o n ce .  On th e  one hand, th e s e  guys in t h e i r  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  c o n f l i c t  between the grou ps th e y  a p p r o p r i a t e  in s o c i o l o g i c a l  

t h e o r y .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e i r  c a s e  s t u d y  becomes an i n s t a n c e  o f  the o p e r a tio n  o f  

l a r g e r  s o c i a l  la w s .  Okay? in f a c t ,  l e t ' s  take  t h a t  as  a paradigm o f  a way a 

h i s t o r i a n  can o p e r a t e .  Take an h i s t o r i c a l  law, and a s o c i o l o g i c a l  law and a p p ly  i t  

to  t h i s  i n s t a n c e .  How t h i s  i n s t a n c e  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h a t  law. They 

do t h a t ,  but th e y  a l s o  do th e  o t h e r  t h i n g ,  which i s  to  s a y ,  "What we f i n d  In our  

d a t a  s u g g e s t s  a c e r t a i n  kind o f  a s o c i a l  law . The one about the v i c t i m s  as  being  

o u t s i d e r s  and more m obile  and la c k i n g  in d e f e r e n c e . "  So t h a t  theyr d a t a ,  then,  

t h e i r  c a s e  s t u d y ,  o u t  o f  i t  emerges a p o s s i b l e  s o c i a l  law which c o u ld  be t e s t e d  in 

o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  a s  w e l l .  So th e  two a r e  happening a t  o n ce :  the moving from the

g e n e r a l  to  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  In a r a t h e r  u n c r i t i c a l  w ay, but the moving from the  

p a r t i c u l a r  t o  a p o s s i b l e  g e n e r a l  law In a c r i t i c a l  way, a v e r y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  way.

A . S . :  T h a t ' s  a n o th e r  t h i n g :  you ta k e  a p e r io d  o f  h i s t o r y  which i s  anywhere in tim e.
would

Which I s  l i k e  th atO kay? And I f  you t r e a t  t h i s ,  s a y ,  as  we/jrreat a s i t u a t i o n  were  

I t  t o d a y ,  s a y  I would be more p a r t i c u l a r  In my p e r c e p t i o n s  but my

s e n s i t i v i t i e s  w id e  open and a l l  my s o c i o l o g y  In ray head. What I come out w i t h ,  

l e t ' s  s a y  i s  w o r l l e s s  c o n t e x t  o r  som ething l i k e  t h a t .  Now t h a t  t h i n g ' s  o b v io u s ly

-14-
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FITS the s i t u a t i o n ,  I t ' s  r e a l l y  grounded, and then we could sa y ,  "W e ll ,  we could

work I t  o u t , "  o r  something, because by g e n e r a l iz in g  you could do I t  here, you

could do I t  here or you can w r i t e  a more general th e o r y.  I thlhh what you’ re

saying about these guys, a l r i g h t  now th e y ’ re In the p o s itio n  o f  e x tr a p o la tin g

It  outward; In f a c t ,  people wha do I t  se v er al tim es. The people with these

educagloss h a v e n 't  found I t  a t  a l l .  The only way to  do I t  Is to do I t  In

d e t a i l ,  to t r e a t  them In d e t a i l  and then have a general theory. So t h e y 'r e

doing what everybody e l s e  has done, t h a t 's  something in the p a s t .  Now, w h at 's

sometimes done, In Milwaukee I t ' s  done, take a theory from up here today,

then d i e t i v e  I t — they j u s t  dot an " I "  ac ro ss  a " t " .  A p e r f e c t  example o f  t h i s :

Sigmund Diamond, a guy In h is  5 0 s ,  wrote an a r t i c l e  on the Jamestown community

when he was up In Bu rlin g ton , Columbia Dept, o f  a l lo w  as a h is to r ia n

from C o rn lth .  He th o u g h t,th at was h is  f i r s t ,  and maybe o n ly ,  e s s a y ,  as f a r  as

I know, In s o c io lo g y  , he wrote t h i s  s t u f f  about group process and I taped It  
It  add

and/jjNdn't ed&fc a n y th in g .to  the th e ory. And so some group s t a r t e d  that he waftfied 

to know something about «some a d d i t iv e  that he h ad n 't  heard about, so w e 've  got 

s i x  guys from d i f f e r e n t  s o c io lo g y  who have the o pp ortu n ity  to say yes or not They 

did something d i f f e r e n t .  I t ' s  e x a c t l y  what I'm su g g e s t in g ,  except that I t  was a 

funny b u s in e s s .  They pu lled  something from up h ere, and then they did t h i s .  And 

in the end they d i d n 't  do much w ith  th a t .  They came out with th a t .

R . A . : They came out with  th a t .  Yeah. Y ou 're  ta lk in g  about these guys here, on

SAkEMxREPOBSESSED.

A . S . :  They could have stuck to  t h a t ,  but th is  might be a r c h a ic .  Keep th is  In

mind, how th ese  things work. They might get around to  ^olng more h is t o r i c a l  

things to  bu ild  general th e ory, o r  come up here. I t  d o e s n 't  make any d if fe r e n c e  

how they do I t .  I t  w i l l  work e i t h e r  way, but a f t e r  th at comes an In te restin g
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q u estio n .  What happens i f  you study a s e t  o f  eve n ts  th at occur In th at amount? 
o f  time? Or, i f  you don’ t  want th at amount o f  tim e, take h a l f  o f  I t .  Say, the 

18 5 0 s  t i l  now. Something l i k e  t h a t .  And t h i s  Is  the event th at you se e ,  or 

s e t  o f  e v e n ts ,  which I su sp ect  is  more usu al.  But I see that you w i l l  s t i l l  

do the same th in g s .  You can take t h i s  and p lo t  i t ,  you can sometimes j u s t  take 

segments o f  t h i s ,  but y o u 'r e  taking a l i t t l e  o f  something. What y o u 'r e  going 

to do i s ,  y o u 'r e  going to p lo t  I t  or you can run s o c i o l o g i c a l  theory p u ss iv e ly  

o r ,  what s o c i o l o g i s t s  do, they use t h i s  as backdrop and then t h i s  becomes the 

product.  So I guess what I'm sa y in g  is  th at the t r i c k  i s ,  how do you w r ite  

about th a t  by a c l a s s i c a l - 1  Ike route? And then maybe do th is.  And t h a t 's  

c l o s e r  to  what ' s  adopted, in a way. i did something l ik e  t h i s .  I d o n 't  know 

I f  I t  was v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  but on the book on m o b il ity  I had the United State s  

o ver by Spain and then I took A u s t r a l i a  and I took Canada and transposed tham 

l i k e  t h i s  and sa id  th at the reason t h i s  works t h i s  way, and that runs that way 

and th a t  runs th at way, Is th a t  t h i s  is  d i f f e r e n t  than t h a t ,  and these are not.

I never follow ed through w ith  t h i s ,  but I d o n 't  know i f  other people were r e a l l y  

i n t a c t  w ith  t h i s  kind o f  is s u e .  Maybe there may be o th e r s .  The reason they don't  

is  n e t  th a t  th e o r ie s  d o n 't  d i f f e r  but t h e y 'r e  stu d ied  one at  a time. And then 

t h e y 'r e  l i k e l y  to behave i m p l i c i t l y .  For the e x p l i c i t  s o c io lo g y .  What i t  would 

take is  something e l s e ,  but these s c a l e s  are  doing . Nobody's ever

ta lk ed  about t h i s  th in g ,  nobody's  picked i t  up. I t ' s  buried because i t ' s  only a 

b i t  o f  in tro d u ctio n  to the f i r s t  c h a p ter,  but I t ' s  what he d id.

R .A . :  Yeah. I see what y o u 'r e  s a y in g .

A . S . :  I'm not sayin g you must accept i t .  I'm J u s t  throwing It  out as
i

a s t e r e o  to where you are  now, having a lrea d y  postmarked that poure disappointed

In t h i s .
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R . A . :  W e l l ,  w h e re  I 'm  a t  I s  t h a t  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  t h a t  I 'm  d o in g  I s

n e i t h e r  a c o m p a r is o n  o f  s e v e r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  f o r  w h a t e v e r  r e a s o n s  

yo u  w a n t t o  c o m p a re ,  n o r  I s  I t  th e  s t u d y  o f  th e  one s i t u a t i o n  a s  I t  d e v e lo p s  

o v e r  a lo n g p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  a  com m u n ity, b e c a u s e  o f  th e  

E c y e  a c c e n t  and t h i s  book— t h e y ' r e  a s t u d y  o f  c o m m u n itie s .  Whereas t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  

t h e  P o s t r o f  C h i c a g o  was n o t ,  in an y s e n s e ,  a community.

A . S . :  But l e a v i n g  o u t  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a sm all  p o i n t  In t i m e .

In t h e  p a s t .  T h a t ' s  what i t  I s .

R . A . : R i g h t ,  e x a c t l y .  1 d o n ' t  j u s t  w a n t t o  do th e  t h i n g  o f ,  t h i s  i s  the

i n s t a n c e  o f — o r  t h e s e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  la w s —- s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  R i g h t ?

A . S . :  T h a t ' s  w h at happens t o  E c y e ,  e s s e n t i a l l y .

R . A . :  Ummhmm. W e l l ,  t h e  o t h e r  way t o  a p p r o a c h  i t  i s  t o  s a y ,  " W E 1 1 ,  lo o k in g  a t  t h i s

s i t u a t i o n  in  g r e a t  d e p t h ,  In d e t a i l  th e  way a  h i s t o r i a n  w o u l d ,  b u t a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  

a b o u t  w h at w e r e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  among 

t h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v e s ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  r o l e s ,  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n — t h a t  I t ' s  

a s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ;  t o  lo o k  a t  I t  in term s o f  t y p e  o f  a c t o r s a n d  then th e y  t y p e s  o f  

s t r a t e g i e s  o f  b a l a n c i n g  o p t i o n s  and a c t i o n s  and d i r e c t i o n s .  T h i s  was j u s t  some o f  

t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  came o u t  o f  t h e  se m in a r  d i s c u s s i o n .  So t h e s e  a r e  th e  k in d s  o f  

q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I w o u ld  be r a i s i n g  when I lo o k  a t  I t .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  I t  o c c u r s  t o  

me t h a t  one a p p r o a c h — I t  b e g i n s  t o  lo o k  t o  me a s  I f  t h i s  w e re  an a b o r t i v e  w i l d c a t  

s t r i k e ,  i f  I w a n te d  t o  u s e  G u n e r 's  n o t i o n s  and s o  o n ,  t h a t  i t  was an attemjbp t o  

o r g a n i z e  a w o rk  s t o p p a g e  In a s i t u a t i o n  w h e re  a s t r i k e  c o u l d n ' t  ta k e  p l a c e .

Though p r o s c r i b e d .  B e c a u s e  t h e r e  would be a m u t in y .  So w h at I 'm  f i n d i n g  

I s  t h a t  I t  seems t o  be t h e r e  was an a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h i s  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  men
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th e m s e lv e s .  That I f  th ey took an o v e r t  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t  1 o n , t h a t  th a t  would 

c l e a r l y  be a m u tin y, c o n s tr u e d  as a mutiny and t h e r e f o r e  th e y  would a l l  f a c e  

th o se  c h a r g e s .  For exam ple, I d i s c o v e r e d  th a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  p e t i t i o n s  

t h a t  w ere c i r c u l a t e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  th e y  w ere r a t h e r  crude p e t i t i o n s .  One o f  

them seems to  be j u s t  o f  l i s t  o f  men who d i d n ' t  want to  go back to  week. The 

o t h e r  was a l i s t  o f  names and a t  th e  top th e r e  was a se n ten c e  s a y in g  th a t  a l l  

men who do not w is h  t o  work go back to  w o rk , we w i l l  want t o  t r a n s f e r  to  

a n o th e r  b a s e .  And then t h e r e ' s  the l i s t  o f  s i g n e r s .  W e ll ,  th e s e  p e t i t i o n s  

were not p r e s e n t e d ,  th ey  were a p p a r e n t l y  d e s t r o y e d .  And my hunch i s ,  the  

reason th e y  were d e s t r o y e d  i s  t h a t  t h i s  would have been e v id e n c e  o f  a 

c o n s p i r a c y ,  and t h a t  somebody r e a l i z e d  t h a t  and s a i d ,  " L o o k ,  we c a n ' t . . .  nobody 

s i g n  any l i s t s  o r  p e t i t i o n s  'c a u s e  i t  w o n 't  be I n t e r p r e t e d  t h a t  way, t h e y ' l l  

s a y  t h i s  i s  a l i s t  o f  m u t i n e e r s . "  So th e  l i s t  was d e s t r o y e d .  And I n s t e a d ,  what  

d e v e lo p e d ,  and I 'm  s t i l l  w orking on th e  p r o c e s s  by which i t  was d e ve lo p e d ,  

s i n c e  th e  men had c o l l e c t i v e  g r i e v a n c e s  but c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  was d i s a l lo w e d ,  

by th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  what th e y  t r i e d  to  do w a s,  In f a c t ,  to  

d e ve lo p  a c o l l e c t i v e  re sp o n se  in the g u i s e  o f  I n d iv i d u a l  r e f u s a l s  to  go to  work,  

in s t e a d  o f  s a y i n g ,  " W e 'r e  not go in g  back t o  work because we have t h i s  and t h i s  

and t h i s  g r i e v a n c e s  and we a r e  u n ite d  t o  r e s i s t , "  what w e ' r e  g o in g  t o  do i s  s a y ,  

" W e 'r e  not g o in g  back to  work b ecau se  i a s  an i n d iv i d u a l  am a f r a i d  o f  being  

k i l l e d  in a n o th e r  e x p l o s i o n , "  so t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  g r i e v a n c e s  in s t e a d  o f  being  

brought o u t by o v e r t  c o l l e c t i v e  re sp o n se  g e t s  t r a n s l a t e d  In to  a c o v e r t  c o l l e c t i v e  

re sp o n se  which i s  p r e s e n te d  a s  an a g g r e g a t i o n  o f  I n d iv id u a l  I n s ta n c e s  o f  r e f u s a l  

to  go to  work.

A . S . :  Something l i k e  bein g i n s u l t i n g  t o  w h i t e s  as  th e y  w a lk  a l o n g .  In i m p l i c i t

ways you c a n ' t  p in  i t  down.

-18-
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R .A . :  In other words, what happened In a sense, c o l l e c t i v e  ac tio n  was

d isa llo w ed  y e t  they had a c o l l e c t i v e  g rie v a n c e  and In f a c t  wanted to take some 

kind o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  they were complei led to d is g u is e  the actio n  or to  

presen t I t  as an aggeegatlon o f  in d iv id u al a c t s .  This was. In f a c t ,  the 

defense In the t r i a l  and I t  a l s o  seems, from what I 'v e  been a b le  to  piece  

to geth er about what happened befo re  the r e f u s a l ,  Is  that t h i s  is  the way It  

developed. So I t  becomes then a— boy, I'm not q u ite  sure where to go from there.  

F lo a tin g  back In there somewhere 1 had a sense th at I'm groping f o r  , what I'm 

asking i s ,  what does th is  t e l l  me about p r i n c i p le s  o f  behavior when in the 

s i t u a t i o n  where t h e r e 's  a c o l l e c t i v e  g riev an c e  but no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  legal  

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t io n ?

A . S . :  I ' l l  do my b e s t .  One o f  my f i r s t  questions i s ,  J u s t  taking the data,

as you gave I t ,  a l l  the black  guys know th a t  t h i s  is  going on. I mean, do they 

know th a t  they have a c o l l e c t i v e  g rie v a n c e ?  but c a n 't  express i t .

R . A . :  Oh, yeah, yeah. In f a c t ,  they had t r i e d  In vario u s ways to express I t .  I

found evidence o f  one p e t i t i o n  and some OOher things th at had taken place before.

A.S.: Did they know th at t h e y 'r e  making in d ivid u al a c tio n s  which then stand f o r

c o l l e c t i v e  g r ie v a n c e ?  i d o n 't  mean th a t  they talked about I t ,  th at  there was 

c o l l u s i o n ,  but I mean In the sense th a t  did they a l l  know i t ?  Or did each one 

j u s t  do i t  s e p a r a t e ly ?

RA.: W e ll ,  no, they d isc u sse d  i t  beforehand, you see.

-19-
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A . S . :  Did th e  w h i t e s  know?

R . A . :  The w h i t e s  s u s p e c t e d ,

A . S . :  Then you have a c a s e  o f  s u s p ic i o n  a w a re n e ss .  Okay?

R . A . : S u s p i c i o n  a w a r e n e s s ,  h a, ha, ha. Yeah.

A . S . :  You know, i t ' s  an aw are n e ss  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by s u s p i c i o n .  I t ' s  p r e t t y

funny o u t  o f  c o n t e s t ,  and r a i s e s  th e  q u e s t i o n s ;  f o r  exam ple, d id  w h ite s  make 

an atte m p t t o  f i n d  o u t?

R . A . : Ah, y e s .  A f t e r  th e  work sto p p a g e  th e r e  was an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

th a t  l a s t e d  f o r  a month, and sta t e m e n t s  were c o l l e c t e d  from a l l  th e  men who r e f f s e d .  

S ta te m e n ts  w h ich  were l a t e r  disavow ed by th e  men. And th o se  statem en ts  which were  

d isa vo w ed  i n d i c a t e d  th a t  t h e r e  was a c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  t h a t  th e r e  had been a 

m e e tin g ,  f o r  e x am p le, t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  had taken p la c e  among v a r i o u s  

men, bu t l a t e r  a l o t  o f  t h i s  was d enied a t  the t r i a l .  Because by th a t  p o in t  th e  

men had c l e a r l y  d e cid e d  t h a t  t h e i r  b e s t  d e fe n s e  was t h a t  th ey  had a c te d  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  

And t h e y  a p p a r e n t l y  d e cid e d  t h i s  on t h e i r  own, not in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  t h e i r

d e fe n s e  la w y e r s .  They d i d n ' t  even t a l k  to  the la w y e r s  b e f o r e  th e  t r i a l .

A . S . :  L e t ' s  s a y  f o r  th e  sake o f  argument t h i s  i s  th e  c o r r e c t  l i n e  th ey  took.

Th ere  i s  a s u s p i c i o n  a w a r e n e s s ;  p e o p le  s u s p e c t , t h a Z  th e y  used t a c t i c s  to  f in d  o u t ,  

whijah in c lu d e d  a r t i f i c i a l  h e a r in g s  w i t h  each g u y . . .

R . A . : W e l l ,  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  each  g u y ,  r i g h t .  And a ta k in g  o f  a statem en t.

And th e  I n t e r r o g a t i o n  was In a q u e s t io n -a n d -a n s w e r  form in which the q u e s tio n s  w e r e —
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A . S . :  Then the question i s ,  how did each guy handle t h i s ?  Did they know i t

was an attempt to break through the su s p ic io n ,  and I f  they knew i t ,  how did 

they handle i t ?  Did they admit i t ,  did they f i g h t  i t ?

R .A . :  Some knew, and some d i d n 't .  Among those who d i d n 't  know— w e l l ,  they
some fudged,

j u s t  to ld  whatever they knew. Among those who did know-^some to ld  everything  

and some handled i t  in o th er ways.

A . S . :  And when the in te rro g a tio n  s t a r t e d ,  was th ere  then con versation  among

the guys as to  how to handle i t ?

R . A . :  The In te r r o g a tio n ?  Y es, there was.

A . S . :  Okay, same a s . . . T h e n ,  when they g e t  to the court o f  law, did they deny

a l l  o f  thés?

RA.: Denied a l l  o f  I t ,  r i g h t .

A . S . :  Okay, so t h a t ' s  one way o f  an a ly zin g  t h a t .  Now, Sparingbird would have

handled i t  not q u ite  th at way, you could a l s o  l i s t  the questions l i k e ,  I f  they 

h a d n 't  become s u s p ic io u s .

R . A . :  The o f f i c e r s ;  W ell ,  I t ' s  very  I n te r e s tè d g .  The o f f i c e r s  claim  that one

o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  saw the meeting take p la c e ,  but his d e sc rip tio n  o f  what he saw 

and some th in gs th a t  were th e re ,  t h e r e 's  some problems with th at.  The men, the 

e n l i s t e d  men, t h e i r  v iew , a t  le a s t  two o f  them th at I 'v e  talked to now, and they 

volu n teered  t h i s  to  me without my asking i t ,  is  th at they had a sn itch  In th e ir
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OWN GROUP who t o l d  th e  o f f i c e r  what had taken p l a c e .

A . S . :  So we know th e  s u s p i c i o n  was s t r o n g .

R . A . :  So t h e i r  s u s p i c i o n —

A . S . :  Okay, l e t ' s  do t h i s .  T h a t ' s  the most o b v i o u s .  Once th e y  began to  be

s u s p i c i o u s  t h a t  t h e r e  was t h i s  aw are n e ss  what d id  t h ? y  do about i t ?  In o th e r  

w o r d s ,  th e y  now have a s u s p i c i o n  and where to  s e t  th e s e  s n i t c h e s .  I t ' s  supposed  

t o  be c l o s e d .  What d id  th e y  do about I t ?

R . A . :  I d o n ' t  know y e t .  I know th e y  newer found o u t who, whether th e r e  was

a s n i t c h .

A . S . :  Oh, 1 s e e .  T h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  th e y  d i d n ’ t  know who s n i t c h e d .

R . A , : They d i d n ' t  know who s n i t c h e d ,  no.

A . S . :  T h i s  i s  d i f f e r e n t  than i f  th e y  s u s p e c te d  two s p e c i f i c  g u y s .

R . A . : No, no, what th e y  su sp e c te d  Is  t h a t  th e r e  was one o f  two s n i t c h e s .  But 

th ey d o n 't  know who. To t h i s  day th e y  d o n 't  know who.

A . S . :  And you d o n 't  know what th e y  d id  about i t .

R . A . :  No, t h a t ' s  som ething I should ask  f o r .

A . S . :  W e ll ,  one th in g  y o u 'v e  got to  do is  check e v e r y t h i n g  o u t.  The o th e r  q u estio n
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I S ,  assum ing t h a t  th e y  f e l t  th e y  had been s n it c h e d  on and what d id  th ey  do?

R . A . : Oh, one t h i n g  about th e  s n i t c h  th e y  may not have found out about I t ,  

t h e i r  s u s p ic lo o s m a y  not have d e ve lp e d  about I t  u n t i l  l a t e  in the I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

o r  a f t e r  th e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n .  'C a u s e  th e  reason th e y  became s u s p e c t  was because  

o f  th e  q u e s t i o n s  th e y  were b ein g asked In the i n t e r r o g a t i o n .

A . S . :  So th e  q u e s t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  as  G r e te  would h andle I t ,  would be,

When d id  th e y  f i n d  o u t and under what c o n d i t i o n s ?  And then some o f  th e  p r o p e r t i e s  

— d id  t h e y  know o f  e x a c t  p e r s o n s ,  o r  d id  th e y  j u s t  t h in k  In g e n e r a l ?  In any c a s e ,  

th e r e  I s  som ething s p e c i f i c ,  one s e t  o f  t e c t l c s  and t h e r e  i s  an o ther s e t  o f  t a c t i c s  

and i n v a r i a b l y  t h e r e  may be such t h i n g s  a s  why does one a r e a  s t a r t  to  lu ck o u t .

I f  a i l  o f  t h i s  f i t s  i n to  t h a t ,  then i f  we work i t  backwards and s a y ,  "Okay,  

the w h i t e s  q u i t e  o f t e n  su s p e c te d  t h a t  th e r e  was c o l l u s i o n  because somebody saw 

i t ,  the m e e tin g ,  but d i d n ' t  h ea r i t . —

R . A . : D i d n ' t  h e a r  i t ,  no.

A . S . :  D i d n 't  h e a r  i t ,  so  d i d n ' t  know what t o  th ln l j .  Now what d id  th ey  do?

T o , In e f f e c t ,  tu r n  th e  s u s p i c i o n

R . A . : W e l l ,  in the i n t e r r o g a t i o n  th e y  a s k e d ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked the men about

t h a t  m e e tin g .  They asked what took p l a c e ,  th a t  was t h e i r  main s t r a t e g y .  They  

knew abou t th e  l i s t s ,  the p e t i t ! t i o n s  and th e y  knew about th e  m eetin g.

A . S . :  Was t h e r e  any d e b ate  afesaft among them, somehow, what to  do when d is c o v e r e d ?

RA.:  When w h ich  was d i s c o v e r e d ?
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A . S . :  That th e  men were not a c t i n g  c o l l e c t i v e l y .

R . A . :  Oh, a d e b a te  among th e  o f f i c e r s :  no e v id e n c e  o f  t h a t  s o  f a r .

A . S . :  Y e s ,  'c a u s e  I t  would be d i f f e r e n t  I f  th e r e  wece a d e b a t e .  Something

e l s e  would have ened. H a l f  o f  them would have s a i d ,  "N o, I t ' s  a l l  I n d i ­

v i d u a l  s t u f f , "  and h a l f  would have s a i d  the o p p o s i t e .  And then o t h e r  a c t i o n s  

would have happened. The q u e s t i o n  I s  w hether th e  e v id e n c e  Is t h e r e .

R . A . : T h e r e ' s  no e v id e n c e  o f  t h a t  so  f a r .  In f a c t ,  th e  Im pression I g e t  from

th e e v i d e n c e  I s  t h a t  t h e y 'd  become c o n v in ce d  v e r y  q u i c k l y  t h a t  th ey had an 

a i r - t i g h t  c a s e ,  becau se  In th e  I n t e r r o g a t i o n s  th e y  had th e  e v id e n c e  o f  c o l l u s i o n ,  

o f  a c o n s p i r a c y .

A . S . :  Because o f  the I n t e r r o g a t i o n .

R . A . : Becau se  o f  th e  I n t e r r o g a t i o n .

A . S . :  The whole th i n g  tu r n s  aro u n d , t h i s  p a r t  o f  the t h i n g  tu r n s  around n o tio n s

o f  a w a r e n e s s » c o n t a c t s  and j u s t  t r y i n g  to  keep I t  c l o s e d ,  and so on. And a l s o ,  

a v e r y  f a s c i n a t i n g  o n e, Is  t h a t  you do not have any e v id e n c e  t h a t ,  In f a c t ,  th ese  

guys h ave  t r i e d  to  keep I t  c l o s e d ,  t h a t  anybody in t h e i r  médst cou ld  le a rn  

som ething p e r s o n a l l y  by open in g i t ,  by s n i t c h i n g .  I f  you d o n 't  have e v id e n ce  o f  I t -

R . A . : W e ll ,  no, I have e v i d e n c e  In the se n se  t h a t  I now know th a t  some p a r t i c u l a r

I n d i v i d u a l s  d id  not want to  go a lo n g  w it h  th e  con tin u ed  r é s i s t a n c e .  And in f a c t ,  

when th e y  had proposed to  abandon the r e s i s t a n c e  th e y  were th r e a t e n e d .  So, w i t h i n
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the group there was an e f f o r t  to maintain the u n ity  o f  the group. Which 

meant, everybody s t i c k in g  to g e th e r,  and opposing those who wanted to g iv e  up, 

and go back to  work. But a t  the same time, t h e r e 's  a motive then, there are  

c e r t a i n  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  a c t o r s  th at could have a motive fo r  sn itch in g .

A . S . :  That comes Into an in t e r e s t i n g  kind o f  m ic r o a n a ly sis ,  which is  that

the guys were probably focused on the idea o f  everybody not going back to work.

R .& . :  R ight.  •

A . S . :  I f  any o f  the guys focused on the p o s s i b i l i t y  oBat somebody might sn itch

and t h e r e f o r e  go into  a law c ase  that was looming up, but had n 't  occurred y e t . . .

R . A . :  T h e r e 's  no evidence th at they had a n t ic ip a te d  th a t .

A . S . :  Did they a n t i c i p a t e  a law case ?

R . A . : They a n t ic ip a te d  a c a s e .  They thought t h a t ,  they did not think they would

be charged w ith  mutiny, but they thought there would be a le s s e r  charge o f  some s o r t .

A . S . :  Okay. They a n t lc ia p te d  a c a s e .  I f  th ere  was a case then sn itch in g  would be

v i t a l .  And i f  they knew some o f  the guys th at d i d n 't  agree with them, then you'd  

think th a t  they would do something to them: a t  the v ery  l e a s t ,  abeyance; a t  the

very  most, co e rc io n .
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R . A . :  W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  e v id e n c e  o f  b o th. There was some s u s p i c i o n  about some guys

w i t h i n  th e  g ro u p — th e r e  were n e v e r  any accusations a g a i n s t  any p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s .

A . S . :  What I 'm  t r y i n g  t o  do, I 'm  t r y i n g  to  l i n k  yo u r se n se  o f  d a t a ,  and assuming

you know t h i s  a l r e a d y ,  I 'm  t r y i n g  t o  l i n k  the n a t u r e  o f  my q u e s t i o n s  on you r data  

w i t h  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you c o u ld  w r i t e  up the d ata  not j u s t  as d a t a ,  but in terms  

o f ,  W i l l  t h i s  s t u f f  d r i v e  on? I d o n 't  hold to  so  b r i e f  a c o n c e p t ,  but i t ' s  a good 

example o f  how c o n c e p t s  come o u t o f  D a ta .  The o n ly  reason I used t h i s  was j u s t  

b e c a u s e  we s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about i n i d i v i d u a l  i n i t i a t i v e  v e r s u s  c o l l e c t i v e .  S e e ,  so  

i t  w o rk s.

R . A . :  I t  w o rk s.

A . S . :  To t h a t  e x t e n t .  L a t r e b a k e r 's  model.  So when y o u 'r e  f i n i s h e d ,  i t ' s  as  I f

y o u ' r e  t h e r e .  I d o n 't  s a y  t h a t  you have to  use  my c o n c e p t s ,  you can make y o u r  own.

I f  y o u 'd  work t h a t  o u t  what y o u 'd  have i s  an a r e a  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n  a t  e v e r y  s t e p  o f  the

w ay. L o g i c a l l y ,  you g e t  Gibb In t h e r e  and then you cou ld  g i v e  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n .  R ig h t?
axxetw th e o r y

Or you c o u ld  do S o l e s t l n  and my s t u f f  and B a r n e y 's  and th e  a x s a / g o e s  t h i s  way, and as  
th e o r y

the a x e s  g o e s  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  a r e  imminent.

R . A . :  R i g h t .  I th in k  t h a t  t h a t ' s  what I ' d  l i k e  t o  do.

A . S . :  T h a t ' s  what you want t o  do. Your b a s i c s  a r e  s o c i o l o g y  but y o u 'r e  s t i l l  u sin g

t h a t  t h e o r y ;  you can do t h i s ,  w e 'v e  done them w it h  c a s e  s t u d i e s .  But t h a t ' s  where I 

t h in k  y o u ' r e  w rong, a b id i n g  by th e  c o n c e p t .  You s e e ,  th e y  c a n ' t  do t h a t  b e cau se, I 

t h i n k ,  o f  two r e a s o n s :  one I s  t h a t  th e y  come in w it h  th e  idea a l r e a d y ;  l i k e  my s a y i n g ,  

l e t ' s  t r y  * * k ! t ' s  g o t  t o  f i t  somewhere. T h a t ' s  one t h i n g ;  th e  o th e r  th in g  i s  I don’ t
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THlNk they know how to do t h i s  s t e p - b y -s t e p .

R .A . :  W ell ,  I think th at approach w i l l  work and a c t u a l l y ,  I think t h i s  w i l l

a l s o  bring In the whole theme o f  b alan cin g, too. That we discussed in the seminar. 

T h e r e 's  the whole question o f  the options that were open at  each s t e p ,  along the 

way. But one o f  the problems th a t  I had had throughout a l l  those seminars was 

t h a t ,  okay, w e l l ,  t h e y 'r e  balancing and t h i s  moves t h i s  way and th at happens and 

so f o r t h ;  I d i d n 't  have any sense o f  what I t  was th at the a c to r s  themselves 

thought th ey  were doing. And where were they tr y i n g  to go. Which 1 think 1 see 

now, and th at th e r e f o r e  ord ers the s n a isg y  n a r r a t i v e ,  but the e xplan atory m aterial'—  

the e x p la n a tio n — I s ,  comes from, the s o c i o l o g i c a l  I n sig h t .  Given th at th is  Is what 

these guys are  t r y in g  to do, and given the circum stances under which they are t r y i n g  

to  do I t ,  then, how does i t  develop. And why.

A . S . :  See, t e c h n i c a l l y ,  what the seminar did th a t  time, It  did very  w e l l .  It

t r i e d  to  g i v e  you an approximate th e o r ic a l  code; 1  d o n 't  o rganize the whole 

account In termsof the balan cin g and rebalancing phases. See, I t  a l l  came out 

o f  the data y o u 'v e  given me. A]right? But the s p e c i f i c  mechanics phase by phase 

was la c k in g .  P a r t i a l l y  you d i d n 't  know who to n a i l .  But p a r t i a l l y  you s t i l l  

d o n 't  understand the s t u f f .  See, th at would be subsumed and the b alan cin g, a f t e r  

the b a l a n c e . . .

R .A . :  Y es ,  e x a c t l y .

A . S . :  You get  th at very  w e ll  now. The major t h e o r e t ic a l  code that they gave you

provided i t  works out when y o u 'r e  f i n i s h e d ,  Is how the whole thing would be shaped.
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R .A . :  This Is r e a l l y  good, though, because I f  I can— and th in kin g about this
t h i s  a l s o  t e l l s  me then, what qu estio n s. W ell ,  l came up with a th e o r e t ic a l  

sample because t h i s  t e l l s  me now what q uestions must 1 ask those people I 'v e  

found; and a l s o ,  what oth er Interviews must I f in d  or what other documents must 

I f i n d .  What kinds o f  documents must I look f o r  In order to answer the questions  

th a t  I ' l l  have about i t  now. Yeah, yeah, t h a t * 1 1 — t h a t 's  a big  s t e p .

I t ' s  Important a t  th at pkasKoint to
A S . :  Th is may wash o u t,  but/take another phase and g iv e  In to the b e n e f it— what

with another idea
e l s e  would happen, maybe an uncut tr u t h / t h a t  d o e s n 't  even make sen se, or we get  

an Idea to g e t  r id  o f  the damn th in g . But y o u 'd  have to  do the same s o r t  of  

t h i n g s .  S t e p -b y - s t e p .  You do th at breaking through the usual ta n g le .  You picked  

a d e v e lis h  kind o f  thing to work.

R . A . :  Yeah, t h a t ' s  — I have to be c a r e f u l .

A . S . :  I f  you took a course In, f o r  the sake o f  argument, you took one episode in,

and s a i d ,  What the h e ll  is  going on? I think y o u 'd  be faced with e x a c t l y  the 

same s o r t  o f  s i t u a t i o n .  Other than g i v i n g  the n a r r a t i v e ,  feedback th at would 

come back and so on. You have to be breaking o u t.  You want to t r y  i t ,  and see 

what happens?

R . A . :  Okay, s u re .

A . S . :  See what happens.

R . A . :  Okay. One o f  the big  issu es in the t r i a l  was these statements represented:

the r e s u l t  o f  the In te r r o g a tio n ,  the i n v e s t ig a t io n  before the t r i a l .  And the
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p rosecution planned to Introduce them as eviden ce, and th at was going to win 

the c a s e .  The defense o bjected  on the grounds th at the statements were obtained  

under d u r r e s s .  In f a c t ,  they succeeded In having the statements blocked from 

being Introduced as evidence. But the prosecution developed another s t r a t e g y .  

For having them introduced. What the prosecution wanted to do was to have the 

statem ents Introduced as being accepted as true statem ents, and th e re fo re ,  

le g it im a t e  evid e n ce . That was b lo c k e d .,  by the defense, So then what the 

p rosecution went f o r  was to s a y ,  MW£11, s in c e  we c a n 't  have the statements 

introduced what w e 'r e  going to  do is  when each o f  the defendents comes up, fo r  

cro ss -e x a m in a tio n ,  w e 'r e  going to  read a l l  the questions and answers from his  

statement to him now, and ask him whether he said  o r  did not say t h o s e ."  And, 

o f  co u r se ,  most o f  the men denied having said  those statem ents, but the f a c t  of  

the m atter I s ,  the prosecution had now gotten a l l  the statements before the 

c o u r t .  They were a l l  denied, but they were before the c o u r t ,  n e ve rth e le ss .  And 

th at p lay e d ,  I th in k, a big p art  In condemning the men; but i t  was an attempjb by 

the defense to  s o r t  o f  head t h i s  o f f  a t  the p a ss.  Not to have the statements  

introduced as r e l i a b l e  evidence. But the prosecution managed to get  them in tro ­

duced even though e ve ryth in g  In most o f  them was denied.

A . S . :  Let me j u s t  spark on t h i s ,  may I? What happened to  the ju r y ?

R .A . :  Okay, th ere  was no J u r y .

There were Severn o f f i c e r s  o f  the cou rt.

A . S . :  Of the c o u r t:  the people who were th ere. A l r i g h t ,  now you c a n 't

make any assumptions about where they stood on t h i s .  But th e y 'r e  now faced  

w ith two kinds o f  evid en ce: one i s ,  statements and the other I s ,  d e n ia l.

So who do you b e l i e v e ,  as one s id e  or the other Is ly in g ,  e it h e r  In p a r t ic u la r
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t o p i c ,  o r  t o t a l l y .

R . A . :  E v e r y  item , r i g h t .

A . S . :  E v e r y  item. Do you know how many ite m s,  r o u g h ly ?

R . A . :  In th e  q u e s t i o n s ?  Or in —

A . S . :  F i r s t  of a l l ,  In numbers o f  p eo p le .

R . A . :  W e l l ,  t h e r e  were f i f t y  d e f e n d a n t s ,  and t h e r e  were f o r t y - n i n e  sta t e m e n t s .

One d e fe n d a n t had r e f u s e d  to  make a sta te m e n t.  F o r t y - n i n e  sta t e m e n t s .

A . S . :  So th e y  g o t  f o r t y - n i n e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a l r i g h t .  Now, did the d efen d a n ts

a l l  s a y ,  " I  n e v e r  made a s t a t e m e n t . "

R . A . :  No, n o , i t  v a r i e d .  Host o f  them denied making statem en ts  t h a t  in cr im in a te d

any one o f  th e  g r o u p s a s  h a v in g  been a l e a d e r ,  so  t h a t  when th ey  were —  when the  

p r o s e c u t i o n  asked  them, " D id  you not In y o u r s s ta te m e n t  o f  August s o - a n d -s o  sa y  

t h a t  J o e  Blow c a l l e d  a m eeting and s a i d  su c h -a n d -su c h  a t  the m e e tin g ? "  they s a i d ,  

"N o ,  I d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t . "

iff
A.S.: L e t  me J u s t  p l a y  w it h  I t .  There were f o r t y - n i n e  guys w it h  t h i s  statement

f o r t y - n i n e  t i m e s .  Now, d id  any o f  th e se  guys deny making t h i s  statem en t?

R . A . :  A l l  t o g e t h e r ?

A . S . :  A l l  t o g e t h e r .
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R . A . :  W e l l ,  no.

A . S . : S o ,  th e y  a l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e y ’ d maWe s t a t e m e n t s .  Now r o u g h l y ,  how many

Items would th e r e  be p er sta te m e n t?

R . A . :  I t  v a r i e d .  One o r  two sta te m e n ts  were sim p ly  on e, two s e n t e n c e s ,  and

some ran on f o r  two p a g e s .

A . S . : So the. Items J u s t  went o n , open. Some men cou ld  deny anywhere between

one sta t e m e n t and s t a t e m e n t s .  So th e  p r o s e c u t o r ,  I su pp o se, had one

p r i n c i p l e  th in g  he wanted to  show, maybe two o r  th e ee .

R . A . :  About t h r e e ,  a t  th e  m ost,  f o u r .  Four p r l n l c l p l e  t h i n g s .

A . S . :  How many o f  th e s e  guys denied th e s e  th r e e  s ta te m e n ts?

R . A . :  Almost a l l  o f  them d enied th o se  t h r e e .  So l e t ’ s s a y ,  f o u r t y - f i v e ,  and

f o u r  a d m itte d  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  t h r e e .

A . S . :  Do th e s e  a l l  have to  do w i t h  c o l l u s i o n ?

R . A . :  C o l l u s i o n ,  umhm. The p e t i t i o n s ,  th e  m e e tin g s,  y e a h ,  umbra.

A . S . :  So th e  m a jo r— h e r e — s u s p i c i o n  o f  th e s e  th i n g s  and the e f f o r t  to  d e te c t

o f  th e  la w y e r s  c o n c e r n in g  t h i s  to  open, I f  th e y  can turn t h i s  t o  open in the c o u r t  

t h e y ' v e  g o t  th e  g u y s .

R . A . :  E x a c t l y .
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w tth  th o se  components,

A . S . :  So th e  j u r y  Is  s i t t i n g  t h e r e , / a n d  t h e ^ i § s l ® l k s S ^ t h e  g u y s '  b la c k  lawyer
J u s t  th e  r e v e r s e

Is s y s ts R x x iix K X X B ^  they can ta k e  those s u s p i c i o n s  and y o u 'r e  In b u s in e s s .

Hake s e n s e ?  So h e r e ' s  th e  f u r y .  What would you do I f  you were a j u r y ,  I d o n 't  

know w hether y o u 'r e  s u s p i c i o u s  o r  n o t ,  even though the chan ces a r e  th ey  were.

L e t ' s  s a y  y o u 'r e  a b s o l u t e l y  n e u t r a l .  What would you do I f  fo u r  guys adm itted I t ?

R . A . :  W e ll ,  I t  w a s n ' t  J u s t  th e  f o r t y - n i n e  d e f e n d a n t s ,  becau se  th e  p ro se cu tio n  

a l s o  brought In p r o s e c u t i o n  w i t n e s s e s  who a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  th e  th r e e  statm en ts  

w ere made. That th e se  t h r e e  Items took p l a c e ,  a l r i g h t ?  Another s e t  o f  w i t n e s s e s .

A . S . :  T h is  I s  g o v e r n a n c e .  Okay, and I t ' s  number one. I d o n 't  know I f  th ere

w ere  o t h e r  i s s u e s  b e s i d e s  t h i s  on e, t h i s  Is  I s s u e  number on e. Okay? So, then  

t h e s e  guys change from t h a t  e v i d e n c e ,  do th e se  g u ys have e v id e n c e ?

R . A . :  Which guys we t a l k i n g  about n o w ?A ga!n st the w i t n e s s e s ?  Yeah, th ey d i d n 't

a c t u a l l y  p l a y  I t ,  though* They had an argum ent, but I t  d i d n ' t  come up u n ti l  the  

a p p e a l ,  and t h a t  I s  t h a t  many o f  th e s e  guys came In and t e s t i f i e d ,  " Y e a h ,  th e se  

t h r e e  t h i n g s  h ere  d i d ,  In f a c t ,  h a p p e n ."  In o t h e r  w o rd s, t o  make t h a t  open aw a re n e ss.  

Turns o u t  t h a t  th e y  were under Indictm ent th e m s e lv e s ,  so th e y  were s u sp e c t  w i t n e s s e s .

A . S . :  The f i r s t  s t e p  I s  t h a t ,  and then l a t e r . . . I n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h i s  you were

g e t t i n g  th e  J u d g e 's  con ce rn  t h a t  s u s p i c i o n ,  y e s ,  but open, no. I f  you were a 

j u d g e  and had t h i s  e v i d e n c e :  

what would you do?

R . A . : W e ll ,  I t ' s  n o t ,  hmmm, I d o n 't — th e e v id e n c e  was th ey  d iso b e y ed  an o rd e r.

Even In th e  d e f e n s e ,  th e y  c o u ld  not d i s p r o v e  t h a t ,  th a t  the men had r e fu se d  to  work.

-32-
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A . S . :  What was a t  Issue then?

R .A . :  What was a t  Issue was whether there was a con sp ira cy  to mutiny. That

was the charge.

A . S . :  I'm t r y i n g  to get I t  In le g a l  language, and t r a n s l a t e .  What did the

judge have to decide? He d i d n 't  have to  decide whether there was mutiny o f  not;  

had to d ecide whether theyguys met to decide to mutiny. The point I'm pushing 

Is t h i s :  I t  d o e s n 't  make any d i f f e r e n c e  p e r s o n a lly  what you as the Judge would

d e cid e ,  I t  could be anybody. But you have to see what t h e y 'r e  up a g a in s t .

One o f  those guys could be ly i n g ,  a l l  or one o f  the guys could be ly in g .  Four 

o f  them s a i d ,  " Y e s , "  w e l l ,  they could be ly i n g ,  too. Th is could be a performance,  

okay? So I t ' s  re al  Incomplete. You c a n 't  t e l l  from th is  one way o f  handling I t .

J u s t  on the fa c e  o f  I t ,  but the Is s u e ,  how do they s&BRd accused so th at they 

themselves are  s h e lte r e d  from su sp icio n ?

R . A . :  How do who--oh, the J u r y ,  yeah.

A . S . :  In o th er words, t h e y 'r e  going to be nlbulousln the legal sense. S o c i o l o g i c a l l y ,
s u f f i c i e n t

they have to  make a d e cis io n  In the end th at says there are i s s a i  goaunfjd fo r  us 

to be s u s p l c l o a s .  Then, they could a l s o  go fu r t h e r  th e re :  there are s u f f i c i e n t  

grounds f o r  us to  be s u s p ic io u s — t h a t ' s  very weak. So w e ' l l  pass I t  along to 

another co u r t  Which w i l l  g iv e  s i x  more months to both sid e s  to dig up more 

evid e n ce , o r  I f  i t ' s  s t i l l  weak w e ' l l  have to d ism iss i t .  You c a n 't  t e l l  from 

t h i s  how they w i l l  a c t u a l l y  Judge the case? I think we can say In summary, though, 

about the l e g a l i t y  o f  I t .  What I'm In ste re sted  In now Is t h i s ,  Is that t h i s  v e r y  

d i f f e r e n t  kind o f  Incident does now lin k you back with the su spicion business.
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R .A . :  And I t  even g ets  more f i n e  than t h a t ,  though, because the su sp icio n ,

f o r  example, d i d n 't  e v o lv e  so much around whether or not there was a meeting;

In f a c t ,  I think ¿h&xe wax In the t r i a l  I t  was admitted that a meeting took p lace .  

But the question was, what happened a t  the meeting, what was the purpose o f  what 

happened. The p r o s e c u t io n 's  argument was that th ere  was a meeting In which the 

Idea was to  g e t  a l l  the guys to  s t i c k  togeth er f o r  c a r r y in g  on a mutiny. The 

defen se  argument was there was a meeting f o r  the purpose o f  g e t t in g  a l l  the guys 

to s t i c k  to g e th e r  to keep o rd e r.  Because, In f a c t ,  the guy who c a l l e d  the 

meeting had been designated by an o f f i c e r  to  keep the guys In o rd er. KIs 

argument was th at he c a l l e d  the meeting because there had been a f i g h t  and 

people were g e t t i n g  u p tig h t ,  and he s a i d ,  "We got to s t i c k  together and cool 

th in g s o u t . "

A . S . :  Look a t  whether they meant I t  o r  not.

R . A . : S u re ,  so I t  r e vo lve s  on the question o f ,  even takin g— there was some
disagreement even about the words th at were s a i d .  But even I f  you admit eve ry th in g,  

to e v id e n c e ,  th at the p rosecution wanted to get Into evid en ce, I t ' s  th at there are  

two l e g i t i m a t e  e x p lan atio n s o f  what went on, what the words meant.

A . S . :  Bob, l e t  me go a t  t h i s  from two d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t io n s .  Take the guys now,

to d ay, and you met three or four o f  them, and they talked about I t .  Do you, as 

a r e s e a r c h e r ,  s a y ,  have the same problem? 'Cause y o u 'r e  tr y in g  to fin d out what 

the h e l l  went on. But y o u 'r e  In the e x a c t  same p o s itio n  the J u r y  I s .  Exactly  

the same p o s it io n  that the w hite  o f f i c e r s  were. You want to know what happened, 

f o r  d i f f e r e n t  reasons, but you want to  know what happened. So y o u 'r e  ta lk in g  with
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THIse guys; how do you make your Judgments, j u s t  as to which guys are  t e l l i n g
y
you the tru th  about what happened? You may have talked to three Informers.

R . A . : W ell,  okay. Number one, It  may be th a t  one o f  them may have been an

Informer, but I doubt th a t  a l l  th re e.  What I'm doing Is two th in g s.  One Is, 
t h e y 'v e  a l l  to ld  me th at they h av en 't  met among themselves s in c e  I t  happened, 

and thafc they h av en 't  ta lk ed  In any d e t a i l  with anyone about what happened 

s in c e  I t  happened. Okay? I f  I accep t those statements a t  face  v a lu e ,  then 

th at means th at they have not Influenced each o th er sin ce  i t  happened, nor 

have they been Influenced by others who have come along to t a lk  to them alout  

I t .  So th at where I f i n d ,  what I'm looking f o r  In comparison, In comparing the 

i n te r v ie w s ,  then, Is where they c o l la b o r a t e  each other and where they d isagree.

And takin g the poin ts o f  c o l la b o r a t io n  aad s a y in g ,  t h i s  Is probably what 

happened, and takin g the p oin ts  o f  disagreement and s a y in g ,  w e l l ,  t h i s  Is 

something th at I have to look more c l o s e l y  Into. The other thing I'm doing Is 

comparing what they t e l l  me now with what they da Id In the t r i a l .  But recognizing  

th ere  t h a t * t h e r e 's  an inherent problem which Is th at they were In a positio n  

where they were denying some th in g s,  whlch*-

A . S . :  Which would t e l l  you the t r u th ,  and not them.

R . A . : W€E1.

A . S . :

What's f r u s t r a t i n g  Is t h a t ,  re se rv a tio n  a s i d e ,  a s  a research er you are In 

the same p o s it io n  th at everybody e l s e  Is who was involved wn I t ,  in that you don't  

know whether in f a c t  there was a con sp ira cy  and some guys say there was, and you
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d o n 't  know whether th at was an Informant or n ot.  And I f  the guys say they 

w e r e n 't ,  you know whether t h e y 'r e  covering or not.

R.A. : W e ll ,  we d o n 't  even t a lk  about c o n s p ir a cy .  What I ask them I s ,  Did such-*

and-such a thing happen, and Under what c o n d it io n s ,  r i g h t .  But t h e r e 'r e  d iscrepan ­

c i e s :  where i had— i ' l l  have to decid e, 1 g u ess,  and go back and interview

f u r t h e r  to t r y  to  uncover what Is  the tr u th  o f  the m atter. But a c t u a l l y ,  l e t ' s  

see here.

A . S . :  1 think you sa id  by Jrber statement Is  th at g ra d u a lly  y o u 'r e  g e t t in g  to

r e a l i z e  th at i t  was an ag g regate  business and not a c o l l e c t i v e  actio n  where they 

had agreed to  do t h i s .  That in f a c t  you were sa yin g  there was a co n sp ira cy ,  and 

th at i t  was c a r r i e d  on In ty p i c a l  underdog fash io n .

R . A . :  T h a t 's  the th in g .  You se e ,  I t ' s  the language, too, that t r i p s  you up, i

g u e s s .  So you say  i t ' s  a c o n s p ir a cy ,  but i f  i t  had happened in c i v i l i a n  l i f e  

i t  would have been c a l l e d  a w i ld c a t  s t r i k e .

A . S . :  Okay, okay. I only  used the word f o r  convenience, I wouldn't  nornally

use I t .  What y o u 'r e  sa yin g  to n e u t r a l i z e  i t  o u t,  in a c o l l e c t i v e  decision  to do 

something they had to  do i t  that way because they c o u ld n 't  do i t  the other way.

R . A . :  They had to  present I t  in such a way th at It would not be presented o v e r t l y  

as a c o l l e c t i v e  d é c is io n  to  do something.

A . S . :  So, to go back to  what I'm pushing. As a researcher you had to  go through 

the same type s i t u a t i o n  in or der to g e t  a shot a t  what happened. Now you ha>*fM* 

a b e t t e r  chance to  f in d  out what r e a l l y  happened than anybody, because you can
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QUESTION w itn e s se s  and a l l  the r e s t  o f  it.Efien with the problems o f  knowing 

whether one o f  these guys was an informer or whether everyone was t e l l i n g  

e x a c t l y  the same tru th  , and even without that the procession Is s t i l l  in the 

same p o s i t i o n .  And you were reading the cues not so very  d i f f e r e n t l y  than a 

lo t  o f  o th er people d id. I think t h a t ’ s marvelous because i t  begins to f i t  In.
What must emerge out o f  these two in cid e n ts .  L e t 's  take i t  even fu r t h e r .  I f  

— i have another Idea on t h a t ,  l e t ' s  see i f  I can capture i t .  Yeah. Now, I 

can go in two d i r e c t i o n s ,  both on the s u sp ic io n ,  in a way. I f  you take these as 

f o r t y - n i n e  guys with whatever wounds th e y 'v e  ever su rvived  plus t h e i r  fa m ilie s  

plus t h e i r  k i d s ,  and you ask, l e t ' s  say f o r  the sake o f  argument, they a l l  know 

the s t o r y ,  they a l l  know e x a c t l y  what happened. And t h e r e 's  an i n te r s t in g  questions  

aoubt why, now, t h i r t y  y ea rs  l a t e r ,  i s n ' t  somebody t e l l i n g  th at s to r y ?  There is  

some q uestion  about why I s n ' t  anybody doing anything about I t?  I am going to make 

the assumption th at a t  le a s t 2 0  people are a l i v e  who know «bout i t ,  plus t h e ir  k id s ,  

who a r e  mum on i t .  Why are  they not tr y in g  to  convert what Is the suspicion  

c o n t e x t— le av in g  out the legal as p e c t  now— as f a r  as the r e s t  o f  the world is  

concerned? Which Is p e r f e c t l y  open to  everybody who's Inside I t ,  so why a r e n 't  

they t r y i n g  to  make everybody know what happened?

R . A . :  W e ll ,  a c t u a l l y  two o f  them had thought o f  th a t .  One o f  the fe llo w s to ld  me 

t h a t ,  In f a c t ,  he is  s t a r t i n g  t r y in g  to w r it e  up an account o f  I t ,  but had abandoned 

the p r o j e c t .  And another had never t r i e d  to w r it e  anything, but he d i d n 't  g iv e  a 

s p e c i f i c  reason; my impression was th at he was discouraged. I got th at impression 

rath e r  than I t  was a problem with some other peoblem th at might get involved.

Another had a l s o  thought th at something was wanting to be w r itte n  about i t ,  they  

way he put i t ,  but he h im self  had never done an ythin g, or taken any ste p s.
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A . S . :  Pm going to  put a l i t t l e  comparative a n a ly s i s  on you. Do you mind my

ta lk in g  so much?

R . A . :  Go r i g h t  ahead. No, go r i g h t  ahead.

A . S . :  1 think I t ' s  working. The kind o f  a n a ly s i s  would be a bunch o f  people  

about something th at happened and they had been in cou rt  with a Judge. And they  

t r i e d  t o  t e l l  o th er people th at th a t  was In c o r r e c t .  These other people sa id  no 

because they suspected something. And then the l a t e r  generation would sap, nWe 

want to  s e t  the record s t r a i g h t . "  A l r i g h t ?  Now, there are  v ario u s conditions  

under which they could say t h a t .  One i s ,  i t  makes a d i f f e r e n c e  to men now.

To t h i s  g e n e ra tio n .  That we s e t  th a t  record s t r a i g h t .  Another I s ,  I t ' s  p o s sib le  

to do th a t  —  t h e r e 's  a note to  y o u r s e l f  th e r e ,  people b e lie v e  th at they can do i t  

the r i g h t  way. Another i s  other kinds o f  th in g s,  and another p o s s i b i l i t y  Is th at  

i t ' s  another cen tu ry  t i l  we s e t  the record s t r a i g h t .  Not th at In cid en t, but in 

essen ce we've done i t .  The t h ir d  example are  the Japanese, in s p i t e  o f  a l l  that  

happened look a t  what r e su lte d  from the second World War. You get vario u s  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  What o ccu rs to  me i s  th at I t ' s  not going to  make any d i f f e r e n c e .  

There a r e  two dimensions th at are  In n o n -r e la t io n .  That leads to  a s e t  o f  

in flu e n ce s and q u e s tio n s,  which Is  to  ask people why have you never done anything  

aobut i t ?  Because when you stop p lay in g  the su sp icio n  game i t ' s  o ver.

R .A . :  W ell ,  one o f  those peeces o f  data on th at--w h y  have you never done anything  

aoubt I t — one o f  the f e l l o w s ,  when 1 was attempting to arrange an in terview  with  

him, read th a t  1 c a n ' t  t a l k  w ith  you because we had some agreements about what we 

would say and what we w o u ld n 't  s a y .  And so i d o n 't  want to  v i o l a t e  any o f  those and 

t h a t ' s  why I d o n 't  want to  t a l k  to  you. And I n i t i a l l y  he w o u ld n 't .  But I la t e r  

persuaded him to t a l k  to me. W ell ,  1 thlnkl know what the agreements were. I got
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TUSMEELsenhere, not from him. But the thing I s ,  he s t i l l  f e l t  bound to honor 

these agreements from 3^ y e a r s  ago. And th e r e f o r e  he was not going to t a l k .

A . S . :  They should get to geth er and s a y ,  “ Look, boys, nobody cares about those

agreements any more." We had a w e l l - l k e p t  c i r c l e ,  l e t ' s  get It  c l e a r  what we 

had In mind. I f  I t ’ s th at w e l l - k e p t ,  you g o tta  know there was a co n sp ira cy .

R .A . :  Yeah, yeah. My appearance on the scene now, In a way, poses the same 

problem f o r  them as they had 3^ y e a rs  ago, which was are  they going to  t e s t i f y  

a g a in s t  each o th e r .  By t e l l i n g  what r e a l l y  happened.

A . S . :  Sure.

R . A . : Only now i t ' s  not a cou rt  o f  law, i t ' s  a stran g e  s o c ia l  s c l e n t i d t  coming

around wanting to t a l k  to them. And they have to decide I n d iv id u a l ly ,  t r u l y ,  th is  

time.

A . S . :  You are  exposing t h i s  c lo sed  s i t u a t i o n  which they had intended to keep

c lo s e d .  And y o u 'r e  t r y in g  to  get  them to  open i t .  Right?

R .A . :  R ig h t.

A . S . :  So y o u 'r e  su sp ected , you se e .  And the o th er th in g ,  although I don't  think

we have to worry about how to  e x plo re  i t ,  is  your very reason fo r  wanting to study  

t h i s  th in g .  Maybe I t  d o e s n 't  have to  do with experiencin g i t ,  but h opefu lly  It  w i l l  

do with  s e t t i n g  i t  s t r a i g h t ,  f o r  th at wide world. So you do have an In te re s t  In now. 

I'm s u r e ,  f o r  s e t t i n g  the record s t r a i g h t .
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R .A . :  One o f  the f e l lo w s  th at I mentioned has not to ld  h is  2 5 -y e a r - o l d
s
son about t h i s  in cid e n t.  Even today there’s s t i l l  a question o f  deciding  

who should know and who should not know.

A . S . :  So I t  looks to me l i k e  we’ re back to  the real th in g. Maybe th is  Is
o f

s i m p l i s t i c ,  but take the moment th at two care er  veteran s , one is/th e  

su sp ic io n  business add the other under the balance— o f which— o f not going 

o v e r .  The balance o f  tim e. There are  o th er elements that s h i f t  out o f  time,  

too, but i t ’ s v e r y  r e l a t i v e .  You’ ve got an a n a ly s i s  o f  the sudden s t a r t  o f  

e v e n ts to  which the men s u b s t a n t i a l l y  con tribu ted  over 12  y e a r s .

R . A . : And I 'v e  asked m y s e lf ,  thinking com paratively  a g a in ,  I asked m yself,

“ What would have happened i f  th ere  had been no c o n s p ir a c y ,  they were a l l  

innocent v i c t i m s ? "  What would have happened In terms o f  my appearing now to  

ask them about i t .  Or, perhaps, in terms o f  somebody e l s e  having peesented  

the s t o r y  e a r l i e r .  The oth er question 1 asked I s ,  "What would have happened 

i f ,  in f a c t ,  there was a c o n sp ira cy  6hat had succeeded?" Suppose they had 

gotten a l l  250  guys to s t i c k  together and in f a c t  the Navy had f i n a l l y  had to  

t r a a s f e r  them o r  do something, but nobody would have been brought to t r i a l .  

What would have happened i f  i t  had succeeded?

A . S . :  W e ll ,  the f i r s t  th in g ,  o f  cou rse, is  th at workers would have a l l  bean

armed. And proved out t h i s  th e ory, I guess.

R .A . :  Y e s ,  but t h a t — thinking th a t  way led me, gave me an in sig h t as to why

the s t o r y  hasn’ t been to ld  b e fo r e ,  which i s  that they were not J u s t  p a s sive  

v i c t i m s ,  but what they t r ie d  did not succeed. And that is  the dilemma which 

continues u n ti l  t h i s  day.
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A . S . ;  ! guess what I'm sayin g Is th at you d o n 't  have to r e ly  on t h i s

susp icion  business» because there are  oth er kinds o f  thinking* I think 

th at might help to c rack  the h i s t o r y - s o c i o l o g y  business because you know 

y o u 'r e  working s t r a i g h t  out o f  the damn In stan ce, developing whatever kind 

flufc concepts you have. And you r e la t e  what y o u 'r e  seeing and hearin g. I f  

th e y 'd  had a c o n sp ira cy  and then sc a t te r e d  i t  would be a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y .

R .A . :  W e ll ,  In e f f e c t  what happened wba th a t  they had a co n sp ira cy ,  or

attempted c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  which did not succeed and which In the a f t e r -  

math o f  I t  they were a l l  s c a t t e r e d .  See, t h a t ' s  another th in g. I think  

th at i f  they had been In touch with each o th er in the intervening years  

I t ’ s p o s s ib le  th at somebody would have s a i d ,  "Look, we ought to  t e l l  th is  

s t o r y  to a newspaper, and g e t  the tru th  o u t . "  This kind o f  th in g .  But 

because they were se p ara te d ,  did not see each other a fte rw a r d s,  1 think  

th a t  con tribu ted  to the s t o r y  not being to l d .

A . S . :  W e ll ,  t h a t 's  something t h a t ' s  le g it im a t e .  Try to carve  out an

e x p la n a tio n .

R . A . :  W e ll ,  I'm going to be going back In June as a matter o f  f a c t  to  

r e in t e r v le w  a t  l e a s t  some o f  these I 'v e  a lre a d y  talked to . Plus I found 

two o th e r s .

A . S . :  How many have you talk ed  to?

R . A . : I ta lk ed  to  f i v e .  And there are two others whom I haven’ t  interviewed
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y e t ,  but whom I w i l l .  But 1 want to  r e - i n t e r v i e w  these guys I 'v e  talked to 

because I r e a l i z e  now th at I only asked very  few o f  the questions I need to 

ask. Because a t  the time 1 Intervewared them I did not, m yself,  have any idea 

o f  what was my own view o f  what happened th ere. I was J u s t  asking qu estio n s,  

e very  question I could think of that might bring in information. Now, in 

looking a t  the information, I have an idea o f  what I think hpppened. Which I 

want to  e x p lo re  in more d e t a i l .  But a t  the same time I want to be care fu l  not 

to do i t  in a c e r t a i n  way th at would c lo s e  out any oth er p o s sib le  explanation.

In o th er words, 1 may be wrong, so I d o n 't  want to  do t h i s  In such a way that  

a l l  the d ata  w i l l  confirm my view s.

A . S . :  One Of the things th at you su sp e c t,  i f  th ere  h adn 't  been that damn a c c id e n t,

is  th a t  e v e n t u a ll y  there would have been a w ild c a t  s t r i k e .

R . A . :  Ummhmm, yeah. That was In the works, and the explosion was the p r e c ip lta ln g

in cid e n t.

A . S . :  1 bet they were influenced by th at v ery  e a s i l y .  And s a y in g ,  "Yep, we ;Wpre

warming up to I t . "  On» oi tbb i n t e r e s t i n g  questions to me im p i r ic a l ly  i s ,  r a t h e \  

than a p ast  in cid en t we are s t i l l  v e r y  much involved with th is  experience. It isn 'Tt  

as i f  th e y 'd  f o r g o tt e n .  T h e y 'r e  s t i l l  thinking about i t .  And the q u e s t lo n s ls ,

"Why?" Why is  I t  such a big  deal to  them?

R . A . : Yeah, I 'v e  thought about t h a t ,  too. The one thing that comes to mind

f o r  me is  th a t  I f e e l ,  a t  l e a s t  to  some o f  them, th at t h e r e 's  an ambivalence 

about what they d id .  On the one hand, t h e r e 's  a prid e  that they stuck together  

and stu ck i t  out even though they wound up in j a i l  a t  le a s t  they stuck by each

g i g
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o th e r .  And showed the Navy the Navy couldn’ t  j u s t  run over them. Even though 

they l o s t  the case  and went to J a i l .  But t h e r e ’ s another thing th at 1 picked 

up from some o f  them which Is the f e e l i n g ,  the q uestion perhaps, about whether 

what they did In f a c t  about r e fu sin g  to go to work, they did out o f  cowardice.

That I t  was not j u s t  e n t i r e l y  a matter o f  p r i n c i p l e .  But maybe I t  was j u s t  

p la in  f e a r  and cow ardice, i t  was probably both: I t  was probably a matter o f

p r i n c i p l e ,  but a t  the same time th ere  had been t h i s  goddam explosion and 

people were sc a r e d ,  you know.

A . S . :  1 know; a n a l y t i c a l l y  th a t  could f i t ,  to o , Bob, because I f  you say

y o u 'r e  proud th at you stu ck togebher the washout implies something. L e t ’ s

j u s t  say  th a t  h e r e 's  a bunch o f  people who made a d e cis io n  out fro n t  that

nobody’ s gonna break I t  down no matter what those guys su spected, and I t

worked. And they were proud o f  th a t .  I'm d e l i b e r a t e l y  trfA g g  to g e t  a t  the

emotional p a r t .  You should be proud o f  th at cause you stuck to g e th er.  I t ’ s

not in the q u e stio n ,  but i t  was a very tough s e t  o f  t a c t i c s ,  th at  the other

guys used to  t r y  to  c ra c k  your c lo se d  awareness. You could be v e r y  proud j u s t

on th a t  b a s i s .  Then the oth er one, they kept to geth er because In f a c t  we were

going t o  have a w ild c a t  s t r i k e  but we d i d n 't  want them to know t h a t ;  then, at
an d ,1"Y e ah , but

the same tim e, people a r e  s a y in g ,  "Get me out o f  i t , "  th at  was a d i f f e r e n t

lssu e"an d  we fought th at f o r  c lo se d  awareness, but now I wonder whether

they r e a l l y  bought the iss u e  having brought I t  before people who were scared.  
Whether
Wkatxda you know t h a t ' s  tr u e  a s  a f a c t  or not. You could hook In your d e sc r ip tio n s .  

Again , r i g h t  back to your word d is c o v e r y .  There may be some b e n e f ic i a l  things  

going on. Se e, you c a n ' t  e x p la in  e v e r y th in g ,  o b v io u s ly .  Everything d o esn 't  f i t  

in a scheme. The idea is  to  e x p la in  a maximum amount with a f a i r  amount o f  power.

Fa i r enough?
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R . A . :  F a i r  enough.

A . S . :  So even the t e r r i b l y  emotional, t e r r i b l y  black In terms o f  the amount

o f  r i s k ,  can s t i l l  be handled in terms o f  t h a t .  You would begin to balance  

o ver the y ea rs  and thnk th at was r e a l l y  tr u e .  And I f  you were there then would 

you have done something d i f f e r e n t ?  I think what you should do i s  to  take your  

o th e r  examples, apply both concepts and see how I t  works. I f  t h a t ' s  not 

enought I t ' s  obvious th at i t  does something, but I f  t h a t 's  not enough see what 

e l s e  you can g e t  out o f  those p r iso n e r s  th at would g iv e  you a d d i t io n a l ,  good 

c a t e g o r i e s .  That w i l l  a l s o  l in k  w ith  axsidsx what you decide a r e  missing.

And as f a r  as the ba lan ce , you may never know. For god knows those two s e ts  

o f  data cover a lo t  o f  ground.

R . A . : They do, yeah. And l ik e  I s a i d ,  once 1 can, i f  I do grasp what kajsimiwsl

¿hast were the In te n tio n s whether they were f u l l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  by them or not:  

where they were t r y i n g  to  take t h i s ,  what they were tr y i n g  to d o ,to  accomplish, 

then th at w i l l  — l guess my personal problem In a l l  t h i s  Is th at I d i d n 't  want to  

reduce t h i s  to a study j u s t  as a problem f o r  a d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  o r  a degree or  

w h atever,  but to r e sp e ct  whatever i t  Is  th at they were tr y in g  to  do, and to  

reco g n ize  the problems th at they are  encountering, the way things have worked.

And a l s o  to reco gn ize  my own f e e l i n g s  about whether they did the r ig h t  thing or 

n o t. And the more I learn about I t  I have q u e s tio n s,  too, about whether what 

they did makes se n s e ,  why d i d n 't  they turn in the p e t i t i o n s  th at they were takin g ,  

so t h e r e 's  a moral dimension to  I t  here whch probably 1 c a n 't  get  away from.

To g r ap p le  w ith  i t ,  whatever I do w ith  i t ,  I want to  convey what they were 

attempting to  do, and not demean i t  by my a n a l y s i s  o f  i t .
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A . S . :  T e r r i f i c ,  w e l l  I th in k  an a n a l y s i s ,  Bob, i s  a b s o l u t e l y  e f f e c t i v e .

You do as w e l l  a s  you c a n ,  you c a n ' t  a lw a y s  do I t  t o t a l l y ,  but you do as w e ll  

a s  you c a n .  O t h e r w is e ,  w ith o u t e x p e r i e n c i n g  th o se  p e o p le ,  one can alw a ys read  

them wrong. I r e a l l y  th in k  th a t  Is why t h i s  ty p e  o f  work i s  so  good, gggj&isgxEaik  

i t  i s  so d i f f e r e n t  from a l o t  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e , w o r k ,  becau se  i t  does proceed  

on t h a t  p r e m is e .  1 mean, a n a l y s i s  can be lo u s y ,  but i f  you can do i t  r i g h t  

p e o p le  have t o  adm it you were t h e r e .

R . A . : T h a t ' s  what I 'm  aiming f o r .  I f  you wanted to  c a t e g o r i z e  t h i s ,  t h i s  Is  a

c a s e  s t u d y  and from th e  s t a n d p o in t  o f  s o c i o l o g y ,  itfcss main i n t e r e s t  i s  w h atever  

I can s a y  abou t th e  f o r c e s ,  th e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  th e  s i t u a t i o n  and th e  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  

were e v o l v i n g  t h e r e .  T h a t 's  go o d , a s  long as I l e t  th a t  emerge i t s e l f ,  out o f  

th e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  I 'm lo o kin g  a t .  What 1 th in k I have to  guard a g a in s t ,a n d  

th e r e  has been a ten d en cy to  do t h i s ,  t o  t r y  to  g rab an e x p l a n a t i o n  o r an 

e x p l a n a t o r y  c o n c e p t  and f o r c e  i t .

A . S . :  i n t o  a mold. I would s a y  t h a *  even one o f  th o se  w h ite  j u r o r s ,  the

o f f i c e r s  must know, a t  l e a s t  someone does r e c o l l e c t i n g  i t .  U n le ss  h e 's  seen

I t  and we c o u ld  g e t  th e  te stim o n y  o f  t h a t  c e r t a i n  man w e 'd  g e t  someplace in

the f i n a l  a n a l y s i s .  We might re ach  a d i f f e r e n t  moral c o n c lu s i o n  when we read

i t ,  than y o u r s ,  but a t  l e a s t  we c o u ld  say, " I s  th a t  what th ey w ere up t o . "
Get some se n se  o f  what was g o in g  on.

Th at j u s t  n e v e r  came o u t /  That might even be worse than what th e y  were

a c c u se d  o f .  You c o u ld  ta k e  a moral p o s i t i o n  but a t  t l e a s t  ^  s SOfne^ ^ ^ 9 *

You c o u ld  s a y ,  " W e 'r e  g o in g  to  throw th e  whole th in g  out o f  c o u r t . "  i t  had

n o th in g  to  do w i t h  th e  c a s e .  They were p ro b a b ly  a l l  la w y e r s ,  even I f  they

ytere o f f i c e r s ;  t h e y ' r e  not g o in g  to  ta k e  i t .  To Ju d ge the c a s e  a g a in s t  t h e i r

own w o rd s.
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R . A . :  I t h i n k  th e  o t h e r  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  moral d im e n sio n  t h a t  I a l s o  have

t o  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  I s  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  s e e  t h e  s t o r y  in te rm s o f  h e r o e s  and 

v i l l a i n s .  Or p e r s e c u t o r s  and v i c t i m s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  more I l e a r n  a b o u t i t ,  

t h e  more t h a t  1 s e e  t h a t ,  in  f a c t ,  t h e  gro u p  o f  f i f f y ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  t h e r e  w ere  

some who be h aved  h e r o i c a l l y ,  some who w e r e  t r a i t o r s  ( s u s p e c t e d  t r a i t o r s ,  

a n y h o w ) ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s —-t h e  w h o le  r a n g e  o f  p o s s i b l e  r e a c t i o n s .

G iv e n  th e  siturati o n ,  g i v e n  t h a t  tk  you h av e  f i f t y  p e o p l e ,  t h e  w h o le  p o s s i b l e  

r a n g e  o f  r e a c t i o n s  t a k e s  p l a c e .  And a  h i s t o r i a n  w o u ld  s i m p l y  document a l l  

t h o s e  r e a c t i o n s ,  b u t w h at I w a n t t o  do i s  t o  p u t  them in c o n t e x t  o f  th e  s i t ú a *  

t l o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  g é v e n  w h at t h e y  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  d o . And then how a t  each  

s t a g e  In t h e  p r o c e s s ,  how d i d  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  a f f e c t  th e  g o a 1 - d i r e c t e d  b e h a v i o r ?  

W e l l ,  I t h i n k  I ' v e  ta k e n  up y o u r  w h o le  a f t e r n o o n  h e r e .

A . S . :  No, n o ,  I t o l d  y o u  i t  w a s  a s e s s i o n  f o r  mutual l e a r n i n g .  Why d o n 't  yo u

g i v e  me t h a t ,  and I ' l l  h a v e  i t  t r a n s c r i b e d  on th e  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  s t u f f .

R . A . : G r e a t ,  g r e a t .

A . S . :  I ' d  l i k e  t o  know b e c a u s e  I f i n d  I t  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Whenever y o u ' r e

r e a d y ;  y o u ' d  p r o b a b l y  l i k e  t o  h e a r  i t  a g a i n  f i r s t .

R . A . : O k ay, r i g h t .
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R . A . :  What I ' d  l i k e  to  do Is  t e l l  you abou t some th e  r e a d i n g s ,  and then

th e k in d s  o f  th o u g h t s  s p a r k e d ,  and q u e s t i o n s  and Id e a s  and where to  go from  

t h e r e .  What I d i d ,  w a s ,  In g o in g  th rou gh  th e  s t u f f  t h a t  was v e r y  o b v i o u s l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  th e  them *, w h ich  i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  o f  h i s t o r y  and s o c i o l o g y ,  In an 

I s s u e  o f ,  Am erican B e h a v i o r a l  S c i e n t i s t  EAST December d e vo ted  e n t i r e l y  to  th a t  

theme, and In s e v e r a l  books o f  r e a d i n g s  t h a t  have t h a t  a s  t h e i r  c e n t r a l  theme 

a s  w e l 1 ,umm.. .

A . S . :  T h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  where y o u 'd  e x p e c t  t h a t  I t  would b e ,  In urban and th e

p o l i t i c a l .  I d o n 't  know what t h i s  s t u f f  on S ta n to n  I s ,  but I g a t h e r  t h a t  

t h e r e ' s  a l o t  t h a t ' s  been g o in g  on t h e r e ,  but I d o n 't  know I f  t h e y ' v e  drawn 

much on s o c i o l o g y  o r  n o t .  Was i t  a good issue?

R . A . :  Y eah, y e a h ,  I t  has some I n t e r e s t i n g  s t u f f  in i t ,  but in some ways I

th o u ght I t  was kind o f  t h i n .  Th ese  a r e  two o t h e r s ,  th e s e  a r e  J u s t  a r t i c l e s  

t h a t  I x e r o x e d .  T h a t ' s  J u s t  a c o v e r  page on one o f  th e  a r t i c l e s ,  and then  

t h i s  I s  H o f s t a t t e r  and L f p s u s .

A . S . :  You know a l o t  o f  p e o p le  have s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  I t .

R . A . : Y e a h ,  r i g h t .  What I d id  was on r e a d in g  t h a t  I p ic k e d  up on— I t o l d  you  

I f i n a l l y  g o t - - ? 5 ^  SAL0VAN&' POSSESSED y e s t e r d a y ,  and read i t  l a s t  n i g h t .  I was 

v e r y  e x c i t e d  by t h a t .

A . S . :  T h at seems to  be th e  c l o s e s t ,  to  my kn ow led ge, o f  what y o u 'r e  d o in g .

I t ' s  a s e t  o f  e v e n t s ,  on a s i n g l e  l a y e r i n g ,  c l o s e  to  d o cu m e n tatio n ,  t h a t  you  

c o u ld  g e t .  Or maybe n o t .  You c o u ld  g e t  some good h i n t s .
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R.A.: Yeah, well, It definitely sparked off some Ideas In me that I 
wanted to talk about. Well, let me sort of Just lay out what happened 
when I was readlng--

A.S.: Let me say one other thing. Fritz Schultze, a German guy, did a
study on 4 different communities where communities pulled themselves together 
by administrative plan. There were a bunch of villages, and the villages 
were pulled together and formed Into towns; so he talked to a lot of 
politicians and he's actually done a— he's actually working on— I think 
he's less Interested In the substance than he Is In the method. How you 
put together what these people say. In the past about an event that he 
doesn't remember exactly. About stuff that was very complicated by a lot 
of different parties and a lot of different people at the time. But It 
might be fun to ask him about some of the problems he had.

R.A.: Yeah? That's, that's really great 'cause one of the unique things
about this study that I'm doing Is that It's not a study of documents. That's 
a big part of It. But I also have access to at least some of the people who 
were there, whom I can Interview now, 3** years later. But there are questions 
of verification, which accounts are more trustworthy? Because there are 
discrepancies, naturally, between what they say now, and what they said 34 years 
ago. And one of the big problems I'm having Is In deciding which to trust, or 
how to balance them against each other.

A.S.: I think you should talk to him. I think his has pertinent merit
because of the narrative Interview. Where he's had a lot of linguistic work.
So I think using some of the linguistic stuff, he could, like, tell you when
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p e o p le  a r e  c l rcumlocutirtg, moving t o  A u s t r a l i a  and maybe s t a r t  you t h i n k i n g  

abou t what d id  she s a y ?  I d o n 't  know I f  some o f  t h a t  would be u s e f u l  to  y o u .

I t ' s  J u s t  p o s s i b l e  I t  m ight be.

R . A . :  Y e s ,  Uh huh. I t  j u s t  m ight be.

A . S . :  B e ca u se  he d i d n ' t  have any problem w i t h  th e  one o f  memory, a s  su ch .

But he had th e  problem  o f  v e r a c i t y .  A problem o f  m*ybe, s e l e c t i v e  r e c e p t i o n .

R . A . : Yah , I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  g o in g  to  be th e  problem h e r e .  Or b o th ,  the problem  

o f  memory and th e  problem  o f  v e r a c i t y ,  so  I t h in k  I have a continuum o f  both  

o f  them. The I n i t i a l  im p r e ss io n  I had a s  I began r e a d in g  and th i n k i n g  abou t the  

r e l a t i o n  between th e  two w a s ,  w e l l ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I s t a r t e d  o u t w it h  th e  c l a s s i c  

sim p le -m in d e d ,  I g u e s s ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  between h i s t o r y  and s o c i o l o g y .  H i s t o r y  as  

th e  s t u d y  o f  unique e v e n t s  and t h a t  th e  pu rp ose  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  to  e l i m i n a t e  th o se  

e v e n t s  t h e r e  , th e  p a r t i c u l a r  o r i g i n s  and developm ent and th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  I t .

And to  g e t  a s  many " f a c t s "  abou t I t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h a t ' s  s o r t  o f  the s t e r e o t y p e  

o f  h i s t o r y .  And now th e  s t u d y  o f  s o c i o l o g y — both a r e  s t u d y i n g  §KflMK*xiK 

human b e h a v i o r ,  and i n t e r a c t i o n ,  but th e  s o c i o l o g y  I s ,  o f  c o u r s e  a t te m p tin g  to  

— a r r i v e  a t  g e n e r a l  la w s ,  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and so  on from the s t u d y  o f  many, many 

i n s t a n c e s .  And s o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  l e a d e s q u l t e  n a t u r a l l y  to  th e  i d e a ,  w e l l ,  

th e  two a r e  - - e a c h  one can be— a i d s  to  th e  o t h e r .  But one d i s c i p l i n e  can be 

seen  a s  an i s o l a t o r  o r  an a i d  o r  somehow s u p p o r t i v e  to  th e  work o f  th e  o t h e r ;  

f o r  e x a m p le ,  th e  common sta te m e n t t h a t  c a l l s  » f o r  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  make use  

o f  h i s t o r y  In o r d e r  t o  g e t  d e e p e r  i n s i g h t s ;  h i s t o r i c a l  I n s i g h t s  then becomes 

one o f  th e  term s t h a t ' s  u s e d .  You need y o u r  h i s t o r i c a l  t n s l g h t  In s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e  s t u d i e s .  And, on th e  o t h e r  hand, th e  h i s t o r i a n s :  you h ea r p e o p le  c a l l i n g
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For the need to look at sociological methods, particularly quantitative 
methods; big on quantitative methods* But, also, conceptualizations from 
the social sciences and to use these as aids In Interpreting historical 
events, right? So It's sort of — l call that the aid, or ancillary approach 
to the relationship between the two, which doesn't really see that there's 
much of a realtionship superficially. Historians can make use of Insights 
of social scientists, sociologists can make use of historical data, but then 
as I began reading and getting more deep Into what I'm thinking about, I'm 
getttlng to see In the writings of some people, like LIpsIch In his essay; 
there's a fellow named Robert Brown who I think Is an English fellow who's 
written a book on, gee—‘I didn't bring It elthei— but the title of the book 
Is, "Explanation In Social Science," and being an Englishman he doesn't 
even consider this quantitative stuff. Well, I don't know exactly what school 
he belongs to; his whole thing Is a discussion of methods af explanation.
Genetic explanation, reason as an explanation, empirical evidence and so on; 
these, In fact, are his chapter headings. I'm about midway through that now, 
and I'm getting very excited because more and more I feel that there's an 
organic relationship between history and social sciences. It's almost like 
a dialectical or complimentary relatlonsfclp, which 1 see as going something 
like this:

okay, history Is the study of the unique events from the past, alright? and 
the Interpretation and explanation of those events, right? In all of the histori­
cal writings that I have seen so far, that I've been reviewing more recently,
It Is Implicit In them particularly In analysis and explanation, there Is 
Implicit the use of social science categories, and explanations.

A.S.: Usually Implicit, yeah.
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R . A . : U s u a l l y  I m p l i c i t ,  even su ch a s im p le  minor t h i n g  a s  th e

G r e a t  Man T h eo ry  o f  h ls O o r y .  T h a t ' s  th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s '  t h e o r y ,  I t ' s  what  

I t  I s ,  a l th o u g h  I t ' s  g e n e r a l l y  taken  a s  a h i s t o r i c a l  t h e o r y  and used as  a 

h i s t o r i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n .  But I t  a c t u a l l y  I s  under a s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  h y p o t h e s i s ,  

but w h ich  I s  taken  adn assumed and used o f t e n  u n c r i t i c a l l y ,  In h i s t o r i c a l  

s t u d i e s .  But a c t u a l l y  In lo o k in g  a t  a lm o st  e v e r y  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y ,  the  

atte m p te d  e x p l a n a t i o n  a lm o s t  I n v a r i a b l y  draws upon what a r e  taken t o  be 

common s e n s e  as su m p tio n s  ab ou t human b e h a v i o r ,  but w h ich  u n d e r, In f a c t ,  

o r  f a l l  under e r  a r e ,  In f a c t ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  t h e o r i e s .

A . S . :  L i k e  human n a t u r e .

R . A . :  R i g h t .  Human n a t u r e ,  t h a t ' s  w h a t . . . S o  t h a t  e x p l a n a t i o n  In h i s t o r y  makes

use u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  more and more I t h in k  c o n s c i o u s l y  now, 

w i t h  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  g o in g  o n , makes use o f  th e  assumed f i n d i n g s  o f  s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e  w h ich  a r e  sometimes not p r e s e n t e d  a s  assumed f i n d i n g s  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  

but a s e  s im p ly  p r e s e n t e d  a s  human n a t u r e .  Okay, and t h a t  seems to  me t h a t  

t h a t  can n o t be a v o i d e d ;  In any kind o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y ,  u n l e s s  y o u ' r e  g o in g  

t o  l i m i t  y o u r s e l f  j u s t  t o  a s s e m b lin g  f a c t s .  Becau se  even a s  you begin  assem b lli  

f a c t s  and p u t t i n g  them In c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r ,  t h a t ' s  a l s o  based on a th e o r y  

abou t human b e h a v i o r ,  w hich I s  t h a t  c a u s e  and e f f e c t  go In a c e r t a i n  chro n o ­

l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e .  So j u s t  u n l e s s  you l i m i t  y o u r s e l f  to  a s s e m b lin g  f a c t s  w it h  

no a t te m p t a t  o r d e r i n g  them t h a t ' s  th e  o n ly  way a h i s t o r i a n  c o u ld  a v o id  

b r i n g i n g  in th e  p r e m ise s  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e .  And what s o r t  o f  u s e f u l  f a c t  

c o l l e c t i n g  a r e  you d o in g  th en ? And I found exam ples o f  h t h i s ;  I f  I c o u ld  

d e v e lo p  t h i s  In to  a p ap er o f  som ething I would then draw t h a t  o u t .  Both  

H o p stat  and L I p s I c h  In t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  p o i n t  t h i s  o u t .  Even th e y  p r e s s  to  the



- 6- ROBERT ALLEN

heart of the matter: It's not an incidental connection. It cannot be
avoided In historical explanation.

happens,
A.S.: And what **x«£x*hBxexxH*KB, Bob, Is that you get people who reach

out very deliberately to x̂ sSsSfliogIca1 concepts, that the ones they pick are always
at their university, and the guys they've talked to. 

the ones that are current/ ** Or maybe the books they've been Influenced by, and
they ** them. And I think one of things happen, at least: one Is that they
take some of the concepts like the guy by the name of Cochran, Tom Cochran, he
studied Initiative roles among business historians, used stuff like Berlioz,
and he's using those concepts to Inform sociologists that they look half-assed;
and two, Crute who's an historian, who may buy a lot of what he may have to say,
in his original research, his explanationsics probably rb£ on the simplified side
and Inferen* Ing correctly that a guy like Cozlary is restricted to current

possible sociological
things, concepts, not real pasJcfcxxs concepts —  not the ones he maybe thought 
he was doing, but the ones he's happened on. Or you get a guy like the very 
fine historian of Russian history, his name Is K Gersuguan, and i remember about 
20 years ago he tried out the Parsonian solution, it Just didn't work. It just 
dldnt make any sense, so they're hooked on a very dlfficutl iexei: problem which 
Is, should you then use sociological theory explicitly? Which ones do you use?
It's that whole question of I think part of the problem is that
you buy concepts and not positions tn the theories. So they buy concepts, 
they push right through the Implicit set of premises
not really their dpeclalty which Is what happened In the committee,
then they find It doesn't work, when In fact, their own assumptions are different. 
Where they'd be more comfortable with It. Or they buy something like Roth 
where he has a whole set of assumptions which are pretty thin. Bug there Is nothing 
specific, like in Corsky's, to hancj It on to. They then tread; thgy can be more
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OR l € s s  happy w i t h  I t  b e c a u s e  I t  seems to  s a y  t h i n g s ;  but a l o t  o f  o t h e r  

p e o p le  a r e n ' t  g o tkn g t o  be happy w i t h  I t  b e c au se  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  

s e n s e  t h a t  I t ' s  a s im p le  t r e a tm e n t  o f  c o m p le x it y »  Okay?

R . A . :  Okay, y e a h .

A . S . :  One o t h e r  exam ple I t h i n k  I s  most o b v i o u s .  La n g er was a s o c i o l o g i s t

who e x p l a i n e d  some s t u f f  t h a t  had t o  go w i t h  Fren ch  h i s t o r y .  You g e t  th e

r e v e r s e  o f  s o c i o l o g i s t s  w i t h  p e t  t h e o r i e s  o r  p e t  c o n c e p t s  who a r e  a l s o  v e r s e d

In a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  o k a y ?  But th e  e n t e r p r i s e  ts  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same.

J u s t  th e  b a s t s  I s  s o c i o l o g i c a l .  Now w e 'v e  g o t  t h i s  d a t a  and w e 'v e  e x p l a i n e d

i t  In term s o f  s u b - s t r a n e o u s  n o t i o n s ,  In h er c a s e  I t ' s  c l a s s  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,

and T i l l y  I s  making a s p l a s h ,  has been f o r  10  y e a r s ,  h e ' s  a s o c i o l o g i s t  w h o 's

been w r i t i n g  ab o u t French h i s t o r y  and h e ' s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a s o c i o l o g i s t  and

d o in g  th e  same kind o f  t h i n g .  O b v i o u s l y ,  some h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  r a t h e r

i n f o r m a t i v e  In b r i n g i n g  t h i n g s  In to  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  bug o t h e r  p e o p le  s a y ,  " B B I t ! "

You know what I mean? I can t h i n k  o f  a c o u p le  more, bu t I t ' s  t h i s  kind o f

t h i n g .  Both k l d e s  a r e  h i t  by th e  same dilemma. The I n c r e d i b l e  t h i n g  I s  t h a t

s o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t s  d o n 't  r i s e  o u t o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a .  Take th e  back

r o u t e .  1 m ight th i n k  more d e e p ly  abou t I t ,  but I th in k  t h a t  t h a t ' s  w h a t 's

r e a l l y  g o in g  on. A l r i g h t ,  s o  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  I t  abou t bo o ks. The coming around
lo o k in g  a t  I t  and

t o  d e a l i n g  w i t h  s t u f f  and J u s t / f t i l i n g  I t  In .  The emphases a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  

Sometimes t h e y ' r e  I n t e r e s t e d  t n s o c l o l o g y  and sometimes In h i s t o r y ,  but In 

both c a s e s  t h e y ' r e  b r i n g i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s  In.

R . A . : I t h i n k  one o f  th e  i n t r i g u t n g  t h i n g s  abou t t h i s  FOR SALE ANO POSSESSED

book I s  t h a t  t h a t  t s  a l s o  t r u e  h e r e ,  I t h i n k ,  In some o f  th e  d i s c u s s i o n s  th e y
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have about the nature of the factional fighting they had In the Salem 
village* I think underlying that Is a certain set of premises about 
group conflict and sociological theory* So on the one band Is, even 
In this book, the Importation of the sociological «methods of explanation 
but, at the same time, on the other side of the coin, they also have an 
attempt to present whether, In fact, this Is the way It happened, or not.
But the explanation of who became the victims for witchcraft charges** 
they present that as though that really emerges out of data—

A.S.: where people live and all that sort of thing?

R.A.: Yeah, In fact, they come up with a principle which they formulate
In the interlude which Is that the victims were outsiders who were mobile 
and lacking in deference. Which Is supposed to be a "sociological law."
But It emerges out of their particular historical, the study of this 
particular historical Instance, but we may well find £arailel or analygoiis 
situations. By which this principle, the rhetoric, could be tested. But 
that also, I think, shows one of the ways tn which history and sociology 
can be really connected, which Is the use of historical Instances as case 
studies of social laws In action. But you don't assume you know what the 
laws are before you start looking at the case study. You see what the laws 
are from the case studies. Which Is different from what most approaches 
have been, 1 think. We focused mainly on historians, but I think on the 
behavioral science side— okay, If we accept the behavioral science attempts 
to formulate general laws of human behavior by collecting and examining and 
classifying many Individual Instances, whether you're talking about survey, 
research or qualitative research, we're looking at many Individual Instances 
but what historians point out In their critique which Is true Is that we
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SBtdom t h i n k  ab ou t th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th o s e  I n d i v i d u a l  I n s t a n c e s .  In f a c t ,  th e y  

a r e  u n iqu e h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  o r  I n d i v i d u a l s  e r  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  w e ’ r e  lo o k in g  

a t ,  but w e ' r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c o l l e c t  and c l a s s i f y  them and to  look a t  what  

u n i f i e s  them, t h a t  I s ,  w h a t 's  common among them a s  opposed t o  what makes each  

o f  them u n iq u e .  T h i s  has so m etim es, 1 g u e s s ,  led  t o  e r r o r s  In s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  

r e s e a r c h .  The W a l l t e r  s t u f f  g o t  c r i t i c i z e d  b e c a u s e  th e y  a p p a r e n t l y  went in 

w i t h o u t  knowing*— t o  do a community s t u d y — w ! t h o u t  knowing a n y t h i n g  abou t the  

h i s t o r y  o f  th e  com m u n ity. ,  and t h e r e f o r e  m i s l e d ,  by t a k i n g  a t  f a c e  v a l u e  

s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  w e re  made by th e  in f o r m a n t s .  I f  t h e y  had had more h i s t o r i c a l  

t n s l g h t  th e y  c o u l d  h ave  a v o id e d  t h a t  m i s t a k e .  But I t  seems to  me t h a t  

t h a t  Is  a l s o  an I n h e r e n t  problem  In s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  o f  any t y p e ,  w h ich  Is  

t h a t  a l th o u g h  we a r e  lo o k in g  f o r  what I s  common among many I n s t a n c e s ,  I f  

we n e g l e c t  th e  uniqu e q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s  an d , p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  we n e v e r  

a s k  th e  q u e s t i o n  abou t why th e  uniqu e a s p e c t s  e x i s t .  Then we a r e  a e r y  l i a b l e  

t o  make m i s t a k e s  o f  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  S im p ly  b e c a u s e  one s e t  o f  th e  d a t a ,  one  

a s p e c t  o f  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  we have chosen t o  Ig n o re  b y ,  on p r i n c i p l e ,

L e t ' s  s e e  i f  I have an ex am p le.  W e l l ,  I mentioned an example o f  —  w e l l ,  what o f t e n  

h i s t o r i a n s  use  u n d r l t l c a l l y ,  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t s ,  we on th e  o t h e r  hand o f t e n  

tend t o  a c c e p t  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  we c o l l e c t e d  w it h o u t  c r i t i c a l l y  

lo o k in g  a t  t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  where th e y  came from.

A . S . :  W e l l ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  —  two t h i n g s  go to g e b h e r .  In th e  W a l le r  c a s e ,  l e t ' s

ta k e  a c o u p le  o f  c l a s s i c  e x a m p le s .  In th e  W a l l e r  c a s e  he I s  s t u d y i n g  a community.

Dr. H a r r i s  I s  w ron g, he I s  s t u d y i n g  a community and he Is  s t u d y i n g  i t  s t a t i c a l l y ,
o t h e r w i s e  you wouldr

a s  i t  I s .  Th ere  may be some a s su m p tio n s abou t American com munities s r k k  ysat&xs have  

s t u d i e d  I t ,  anyway h e ' s  s t u d y i n g  a community. The h i s t o r i a n s  come around and s a y ,

"A h ,  you p ic k e d  y o u r  community b e c a u s e  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  I t ' s  In a time l o a n . "
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But t h a t ' s  s im p ly  a c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h a t  kind o f
16

L e t ' s  s a y  y o u ' r e  making a s t u d y  o f  68  o f l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  o f  Armies In 16  

u n d e rd ev e lo p ed  c o u n t r i e s . , and some o f  t h e s e  a r e  th e  same and some a r e  

d i f f e r e n t .  Okay? and th e y  a r e  th e  same In d i f f e r e n t  kin d s o f  w a y s.  And 

th e y  a r e  under th e  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  t h a t  a p p l i e s  to  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  then  

you erppld compare t h i s  to  union l e a d e r s  in W e s t e r n iz e d  c o u n t r i e s .  Now 

t h i s  i s  J a n f r a n s o n ' s  book, not th e  b e s t  book In the w o r l d ,  but i t  Is  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Why c a n ' t  you s t u d y  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  way— o u r whole damn h i s t o r y  

I f  you c o u l d  ta k e  f o r  g r a n t e d  by lo o k in g  a t  them, th e  s u r f a c e  a r e a ,  t h a t  th e y  

a r e  d i f f e r e n t  a l th o u g h  somewhat th e  same. Or even th e  e n t i r e  In str u m e n t,  a 

p o i n t  t h a t  was o b v i o u s .

R . A . :  R i g h t .  Okay. We look a t  th o s e  16  i n s t a n c e s  and we s a y ,  " W e l l ,  some

a r e  same and some a r e  d i f f e r e n t . "  But how do we e x p l a i n  the d i f f e r e n c e s ,  o r  

the s i m i l a r i t i e s ?  We can e x p l a i n  them in term s o f  l a t e r a l  com p ariso n s among 

th e  16  , w h ich  would be p erh ap s th e  u su al t e c h n i q u e .  I th in k  th e  c r i t i c i s m  i s  

t h a t ,  n ot t o  deny th e  im portance o f  th e  l a t e r a l  c o m p a riso n , but u n l e s s  you a l s o  

make th e  v e r t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  you may m iss a c r u c i a l  dim ension o f  e x p l a n a t i o n  and 

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

A . S . :  H e r e 's  a n o th e r  e x a m p le .  I t  g o es  l i k e  t h i s :  t h e r e  Is  a n v e r y  I n t e r e s t i n g

book t h a t  has somekow been m issed  by s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  by a guy by the name o f  B la c k  
p o l 1 t i c a l

who Is  a w e ll -k n o w n  s c i e n t i s t .  I t ' s  kind o f  a mixed up book, but th e r e

Is  one s e c t i o n  o f  I t  t h a t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g .

R . A . :  W h a t 's  th e  book?
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A.S.: It's something about Interaational relations. I don't know the
title any more. But it's easy to find. He's classified all the 
amount of a culture that he knew about, five different types and he's done 
It by criteria. What's interesting about this Is he's built history in.
For example, these are groups that were never colonialized; these were 
groups, In other words, that grew in all their powers. These were groups 
that, til very recently, we had trouble trading with them. So he's built 
in history, as well as all the things that go with colonialism. So these 
are types and shapes of govennments and stuff like that you can begin to 
build on, relevancy to revolution. You could have a sample that was beautiful; 
he's never done it, but he's pointed a way to get things done. As a matter of 
fact he has a theory and a set of predictions— It takes tons of stuff moving 
forward.

R.A.: Moving forward through time. Right.

A.S.: I think that's closest to intellectual ; It's closest to
what I would accept. I aggee with you, 1 think this stuff is extremely tricky, 
if five years were knocked off, you wouldn't know what.

RA.: Exactly. Yeah. The example from Black; the other examples I thought of
that would have corresponded: there have been many revolutions, right? Ever
since what's-hls-name's book on the first military French revolution. The 
attempts have almost always— and one of the fascinations about revolutions Is 
not Just to recount them, but to explain how these horrible things happened, 
you know— all the historians have always attempted a larger explanation. But 
a number of books of that sort, It seems to me, also do this kind of thing.
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T h e r e ' s  o n e,  th e  book I s  c a l l e d  som ething l i k e ,  SOCIAL ORIGINS OF DICTATORSHIP 

AND DEMOCRACY b y ,  I d o n 't  remember h i s  name now. In f a c t ,  I 'm  not s u r e  wh eth er  

he was a h i s t o r i a n  o r  s o c i o l o g i s t .  He combines th e  two v e r y  w e l l .  What he 

does Is  to  do v e r y  c a r e f u l  c a s e  s t u d i e s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n s  In C h in a ,  J a p a n ,  Germany,  

Mexico and o f  c o u r s e ,  R u s s i a .  The f i v e  o r  s i x — but In th e  kind o f  d e t a i l  

t h a t  shows s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  th e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  unique t o  each  one t h a t  you would  

e x p e c t  from th e  h i s t o r i a n s .  But w i t h  th e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would e x p e c t  

from th e s o c i o l o g i s t s .  And I t ' s  t h a t  kind o f  t h t n g ,  you know. He has to  

c a t e g o r i z e  t h e s e  r e v o l u t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g  to  c e r t a i n  themes t h a t  d e v e lo p  o u t o f  

h i s  s t u d y  o f  e ach  o n e,  and In some c a s e s  h e ' s  ab6e to  a r r i v e  a t ,  not a c o h e r e n t  

t h e o r y ,  a g e n e r a l  th e o r y  o f  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  l i k e  what he comes up w i t h  Is  a —

What a r e  th e  Im portant s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  In r e l a t i o n  to  h i s t o r y ,  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  

s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t  and s o  on£

A . S . :  W e l l ,  l e t  me t e l l  oyou what t h i s  kind o f  a d i f f e r e n c e  ended. T h is  s t u f f
socIo-

s t a r t e d  b a c k ;  f o r  I n s t a n c e  t h l s / l o g l c a l  n a t u r e ,  w i t h  th e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  was a s t u d e n t  

o f  P a r k s .  I 'm  s u r e  I t  comes from him; I t  was f o l l o w e d  by by Quinn B r i t a i n ,  th e  

famous H arvard  g r a d u a t e  h i s t o r i a n .  A r e c e n t  work by him In hardbound, I came 

a c r o s s  I t  somewhere and am lo o k in g  a t  I t .  H o ltg o th  Is  a s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n  

w i t h  a l o t  o f  work on r e b e l l i o n  and v i o l e n c e ,  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  I menatloned  

a r t i c l e s  in The R ev iew e r  and I t ' s  a messed up a r e a — g u y s c a n ' t  d e c i d e  what a 

r e v o l u t i o n  I s ,  what c a s e s  a r e ,  what b o u n d a r ie s  a r e ,  where the b o u n d a r ie s  a r e ,  okay?  

So th ey  run I n to  a l o t  o f  p ro b le m s. A n o ther a r e a  l i k e  I t ,  In E n g l i s h  h i s t o r y  

and t h e s e  a r e  o n l y  h i s t o r i a n s  a t  w o rk , w i t h  th e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  th t n g s  lifete 

th e  r o l e  o f  th e  g e n t r y ,  th ro u gh  tim e o r  d e c a d e s ,  th e y  c a n ' t  d e c i d e  who th e  

g e n t r y  w e r e ,  what t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s ! f t p s  w e r e ,  c o u l d n 't  d e c i d e  what the b o u n d ar ie s  

w e r e ,  so  I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s c e r t a i n  what th e  a ssu m p tio n s a r e .  I mean I'm  

f a i r l y  c o n fu s e d  what assu m p tio n s  a r e .  What I 'm  t r y i n g  t o  s a y  I s  t h i s :  the
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nature of those relationships obviously prevents a lot of good people (from) 
working on bum glugs. Somebody put It aside to stew. But those kinds of 
Issues»maybe not In the abstract sense of which these people are, but one 
of these relationships are bound to work. It's extremely difficult. I don't 
know of anybody who'd dealing with exactly the kind of Issue you are.
Set up with a small subject and a set of rules. Of course theye aren't that 
many arouhnd any more, versed In that documentation. Host of this Is obviously 
involved In perseverence of documentation, putting It to...it's almost as 
though the sociologist depends on the historian for really good data. The 
historians, at the end, have to rely on sociologists for really good theory.
The historians do better, I think, than the sociologist because at least they 
got the methods. And the data.

R.A.: But I think beyond that, the question In my mind Is, Is It not our
circular situation— sociologists depend on historians for data but, In fact, what 
we're getting from historians are that we Just take their facts and Ignore their 
Interpretation; we get data and Interpretation. And Interpretation Is based on 
something. So they're something of historians and sociologists, and It works 
the other way around, too. If historians depend on sociologists for theory 
but the turned out theory Is based on the work that generations of past historians

A.S.: Yeah, there are assumptions made about major movements.

RA.: Yeah. Right.

A.S.: YOU know, It's Interesting, In one of the
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ACTUAliy first-rate books of the century and one I've mentioned before, Burdell,
Is so marvelous in the sense that it's so lively and so packed with detail and
so Interesting In so obviously Important area of the world— here he's picked 

set-by-set assumptions subsequent self
this code to handle the SMksftqMentxsKii? and all the rest. What readily holds 
true Is the set-by-set assumptions of the way that human nature works and that 
history works. In fact, It's rather difficult set of assumptions for an American 
to avoid., If he thinks about It.

R.A.: I think, too, one of the interesting things about the SALEM POSSESSED book
is that both things are happening at once. On the one hand, these guys In their 
discussion of the conflict between the groups they appropriate In sociological 
theory. In other words, their case study becomes an instance of the operation of 
larger social laws. Okay? in fact, let's take that as a paradigm of a way a 
historian can operate. Take an historical law, and a sociological law and apply it 
to this instance. How this instance illustrates the operation of that law. They 
do that, but they also do the other thing, which is to say, "What we find in our 
data suggests a certain kind of a social law. The one about the victims as being 
outsiders and more mobile and lacking in deference." So that thefr data, then, 
their case study, out of It emerges a possible social law which could be tested in 
other instances as well. So the two are happening at once: the moving from the
general to the particular In a rather uncritical way, but the moving from the 
particular to a possible general law In a critical way, a very sophisticated way.

A.S.: That's another thing: you take a period of history which Is anywhere In time.
would

Which Is like thatOkay? And If you treat this, say, as we/jrreat a situation were 
It today, say I would be more particular In my perceptions but my
sensitivities wide open and all my sociology In my head. What I come out with, 
let's say is worlless context or something like that. Now that thing's obviously

-14-
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F I T S  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  I t ' s  r e a l l y  gro u n d ed , and then we c o u ld  s a y ,  " W e l l ,  we c o u ld

work I t  o u t , "  o r  so m e th in g ,  b e c a u s e  by g e n e r a l i z i n g  you c o u ld  do I t  h e r e ,  you

c o u ld  do I t  h e r e  o r  you can w r i t e  a more g e n e r a l  t h e o r y .  I t h lk k  what y o u 'r e

s a y i n g  abou t t h e s e  g u y s ,  a l r i g h t  now t h e y ' r e  In th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  e x t r a p o l a t i n g

I t  o u tw a r d ;  In f a c t ,  p e o p le  whs do I t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  The p e o p le  w i t h  th e s e

e d u c a g lo B s  h a v e n ' t  found i t  a t  a l l .  The o n ly  way to  do I t  Is  to  do I t  In

d e t a i l ,  t o  t r e a t  them In d e t a i l  and then have a g e n e r a l  t h e o r y .  So t h e y ' r e

d o in g  what e v e r y b o d y  e l s e  has done, t h a t ' s  som ething In th e  p a s t .  Now, w h a t 's

sometimes done, In M ilwaukee I t ' s  done, ta k e  a th e o r y  from up h ere  t o d a y ,

then d l e t l v e  I t — th e y  J u s t  d o t an " 1 "  a c r o s s  a " t " .  A p e r f e c t  example o f  t h i s :

Sigmund Diamond, a guy In h i s  5 0 s ,  w r o t e  an a r t i c l e  on th e  Jamestown community

when he was up In B u r l i n g t o n ,  Columbia Dept, o f  a l l o w  a s  a h i s t o r i a n

from C o r n l t h .  He t h o u g h t , t h a t  was h i s  f i r s t ,  and maybe o n l y ,  e s s a y ,  a s  f a r  as

I know, In s o c i o l o g y  , he w r o t e  t h i s  s t u f f  abou t group p r o c e s s  and I taped ! t  
1 1  add

a n d ^ I d n ' t  e d i t  a n y t h i n g . t o  th e  t h e o r y .  And so  some group s t a r t e d  t h a t  he wafifted 

t o  know som ething abou t ramome a d d i t i v e  t h a t  he h a d n 't  heard a b o u t,  so  w e 'v e  g o t  

s i x  g u ys from d i f f e r e n t  s o c i o l o g y  who h ave  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s a y  y e s  o r  not They  

d id  som ething d i f f e r e n t .  I t ' s  e x a c t l y  what I 'm  s u g g e s t i n g ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  I t  was a 

funny b u s i n e s s .  They p u l l e d  s o m e t lln g  from up h e r e ,  and then th e y  d id  t h i s .  And 

In th e  end th e y  d i d n ' t  do much w i t h  t h a t .  They came o u t w i t h  t h a t .

R . A . : They came out w i t h  t h a t .  Yeah. Y o u 'r e  t a l k i n g  abou t t h e s e  g u ys h e r e ,  on

SAkEMxRSPOBSESSED.

A . S . :  They c o u ld  have s t u c k  to  t h a t ,  but t h i s  m ight be a r c h a i c .  Keep t h i s  In

mind, how t h e s e  t h i n g s  w o rk . They m ight g e t  around t o  g o in g  more h i s t o r i c a l  

t h i n g s  to  b u i l d  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y ,  o r  come up h e r e .  I t  d o e s n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  

how th e y  do I t .  I t  w i l l  work e i t h e r  w a y ,  but a f t e r  t h a t  comes an I n t e r e s t i n g
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question. What happens if you study a set of events that occur in that amount 
of time? Or, if you don't want that amount of time, take half of It. Say, the 
1850s til now. Something like that. And this Is the event that you see, or 
set of events, which I suspect is more usual. But I see that you wt11 still 
do the same things. You can take this and plot It, you can sometimes Just take 
segments of this, but you're taking a little of something. What you're going 
to do Is, you're going to plot It or you can run sociological theory pussively 
or, what sociologists do, they use this as backdrop and then this becomes the 
product. So I guess what I'm saying is that the trick is, how do you write 
about that by a class leal-like route? And then maybe do this. And that's 
closer to what 's adopted, In a way. I did something like this. I don't know 
If It was very successful, but on the book on mèbility I had the United States 
over by Spain and then I took Australia and I took Canada and transposed tham 
like this and said that the reason this works this way, and that runs that way 
and that runs that way, is that this is different than that, and these are not.
I never followed through with this, but I don't know If other people were really 
Intact with this kind of Issue. Maybe there may be others. The reason they don't 
Is MX fchafc theories don't differ but they're studied one at a time. And then 
they're likely to behave Implltitly. For the explicit sociology. What it would 
take Is something else, but these scales are doing . Nobody's ever
talked about this thing, nobody's picked It up. It's buried because It's only a 
bit of Introduction to the first chapter, but It's what he did.

R.A.: Yeah. I see what you're saying.

A.S.î I'm not saying you must accept it. I'm Just throwing It out as
ja stereo to where you are now, having already postmarked that poure disappointed 

In thés.
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R.A.: Well, where I'm at Is that the particular thing that I'm doing Is
neither a comparison of several historical situations that for whatever reasons 
you want to compare, nor Is It the study of the one situation as It develops 
over a long period of time; particularly of a communlty,because of the 
Ecye accent and this book— they're a study of communities. Whereas this situation, 
the Postrof Chicago was not, In any sense, a community.

A.S.: But leaving out the subject matter, It Is essentially a small point In time.
In the past. That's what It Is.

R.A.: Right, exactly. I don't Just want to do the thing of, this Is the
instance of— or these sociological laws— sort of thing. Right?

A.S.: That's what happens to Ecye, essentially.

R.A.: Ummhmm. Well, the other way to approach it is to say, "WEI 1, looking at this
situation In great depth, In detail the way a historian would, but asking questions 
about what were the conditions that existed, the conditions of Interaction among 
the various actives, the various roles, the structure of the situation— that It's 
a social structure; to look at it In terms of type of actorsand then theytypes of 
strategies of balancing options and actions and directions. This was Just some of 
the stuff that came out of the seminar discussion. So these are the kinds of 
questions that I would be raising when I look at Tt. For example, It occurs to 
me that one approach— it begins to look to me as If this were an abortive wildcat 
strike. If I wanted to use Guner's notions and so on, that it was an attempp to 
organize a work stoppage in a situation where a strike couldn't take place.
Though proscribed. Because there would be a mutiny. So what I'm finding 
Is that It seems to be there was an awareness of this on the part of the men
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themselves. That If they took an overt collective action, that that would 
clearly be a mutiny, construed as a mutiny and therefore they would all face 
those charges. For example, I discovered that there were several petitions 
that were circulated, or at least they were rather crude petitions. One of 
them seems to be just of list of men who didn't want to go back to week. The 
other was a list of names and at the top there was a sentence saying that all 
men who do not wish to work go back to work, we will want to transfer to 
another base. And then there's the list of signers. Well, these petitions 
were not presented, they were apparently destroyed. And my hunch Is, the 
reason they were destroyed Is that this would have been evidence of a 
conspiracy, and that somebody realized that and said, "Look, we can't... nobody 
sign any lists or petitions 'cause It won't be Interpreted that way, they'll 
say this Is a list of mutineers." So the list was destroyed. And Instead, what 
developed, and I'm still working on the process by which It was developed, 
since the men had collective grievances but collective action was disallowed,

\
by the structure of the situation, what they tried to do was, In fact, to 
develop a collective response In the guise of Individual refusals to go to work. 
Instead of saying, "We're not going back to work because we have this and this 
and this grievances and we are united to resist," what we're going to do Is say, 
"We're not going back to work because 1 as an Individual am afraid of being 
killed In another explosion," so their collective grievances instead of being 
brought out by overt collective response gets translated Into a covert collective 
response which is presented as an aggregation of Individual instances of refusal 
to go to work.

A.S.: Something like being insulting to whites as they walk along. In implicit
ways you can't pin It down.
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R . A . :  In o th er words, what happened In a se n s e ,  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t io n  was

d isa llo w e d  y e t  they had a c o l l e c t i v e  g r ie v a n c e  and In f a c t  wanted to  take some 

kind o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  they were com plelled to d i s g u i s e  the a c t io n  or to  

p re se n t I t  as an aggeegatto n  o f  In d ivid u al a c t s .  T h is  was, In f a c t ,  the  

d efense In the t r i a l  and I t  a l s o  seems, from what I 'v e  been ab le  to p ie c e  

to g e th e r  about what happened b e fo re  the r e f u s a l ,  Is  th at t h i s  Is the way I t  

developed. So I t  becomes then a — boy, I'm not q u ite  su re where to  go from th e re.  

F lo a tt n g  back In th ere  somewhere 1 had a sense th a t  I'm groping f o r  , what I'm  

askin g I s ,  what does t h i s  t e l l  me about p r i n c i p l e s  o f  behavior when In the  

s i t u a t i o n  where t h e r e ' s  a c o l l e c t i v e  g r ie v a n c e  but no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  le g al  

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t io n ?

A . S . :  I ' l l  do my b e s t .  One o f  my f i r s t  q u estio n s I s ,  J u s t  ta k in g  the d a ta ,

as you gave I t ,  a l l  the b la c k  guys know th a t  t h i s  Is going on. 1 mean, do they  

know th a t  they have a c o l l e c t i v e  g rie v a n c e ?  but c a n ' t  e x p r ess  I t .

R . A . :  Oh, yeah, yeah. In f a c t ,  they had t r i e d  In v a r io u s  ways to e x p r ess  I t .  1

found e vid en ce o f  one p e t i t i o n  and some <M>her th in g s th a t  had taken p la c e  b e fo re .

A . S . :  Did they know th a t  t h e y ' r e  making In d ivid u al a c t io n s  which then stand f o r

c o l l e c t i v e  g r ie v a n c e ?  1 d o n 't  mean th a t  they ta lk ed  about I t ,  th a t  th ere  was 

c o l l u s i o n ,  but 1 mean In the sense th a t  did they a l l  know I t ?  Or did each one 

J u s t  do I t  s e p a r a t e ly ?

RA.: W e ll ,  no, they d isc u ss e d  I t  beforehand, you se e .

A . S . :  R ig h t.
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A . S . :  Did t h e  w h i t e s  know?

R . A . :  The w h i t e s  s u s p e c t e d .

A . S . :  Then you h a v e  a c a s e  o f  s u s p i c i o n  a w a r e n e s s .  Okay?

R . A . :  S u s p i c i o n  a w a r e n e s s ,  h a ,  h a ,  h a.  Y e a h .

A . S . :  You know, I t ' s  an a w a r e n e s s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by s u s p i c i o n .  I t ' s  p r e t t y

fu n n y  o u t  o f  c o n t e x t ,  and r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ;  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  d i d  w h i t e s  make 

an a t t e m p t  t o  f i n d  o u t ?

R . A . :  Ah, y e s .  A f t e r  t h e  w o rk  s t o p p a g e  t h e r e  was an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

t h a t  l a s t e d  f o r  a month, and s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  from  a l l  t h e  men who r e f u s e d .  

S t a t e m e n t s  w h i c h  w e r e  l a t e r  d i s a v o w e d  by th e  men. And t h o s e  s t a t e m e n t s  w h ic h  w e r e  

d i s a v o w e d  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a 

m e e t i n g ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  had ta k e n  p l a c e  among v a r i o u s  

men, b u t  l a t e r  a l o t  o f  t h i s  w as d e n ie d  a t  t h e  t r i a l .  B e c a u s e  by t h a t  p o i n t  th e  

men had c l e a r l y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e i r  b e s t  d e f e n s e  was t h a t  t h e y  had a c t e d  I n d i v i d u a l l y .  

And t h e y  a p p a r e n t l y  d e c i d e d  t h i s  on t h e i r  own, n o t enr&ijf in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  

d e f e n s e  l a w y e r s .  T h ey  d i d n ' t  e ve n  t a l k  t o  th e  l a w y e r s  b e f o r e  t h e  t r i a l .

A . S . :  L e t ' s  s a y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  argum ent t h i s  i s  th e  c o r r e c t  l i n e  t h e y  to o k .

T h e r e  I s  a s u s p i c i o n  a w a r e n e s s ;  p e o p le  s u s p e c t , t h a t  t h e y  u sed  t a c t i c s  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  

wh1 bh i n c l u d e d  a r t i f i c i a l  h e a r i n g s  w i t h  e a c h  g u y . . .

R . A . :  W e l l ,  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  e a c h  g u y ,  r i g h t .  And a t a k i n g  o f  a s t a t e m e n t .

And t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  w as in a q u e s t l o n - a n d - a n s w e r  form  in w h ic h  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e - -
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A.S.: Then the question Is, how did each guy handle this? Old they know It
was an attempt to break through the suspicion, and If they knew It, how did 
they handle It? Old they admit tt, did they fight It?

R.A.: Some knew, and some didn't. Among those who didn't know— well, they
some fudged,

just told whatever they knew. Among those who did know-̂ some told everything 
and some handled It In other ways.

A.S.: And when the Interrogation started, was there then conversation among
the guys as to how to handle tt?

R.A.: The Interrogation? Yes, there was.

A.S.: Okay, same as...Then, when they get to the court of law, did they deny
all of thés?

RA.: Denied all of It, right.

A.S.: Okay, so that's one «ay of analyzing that. Now, SparIngbIrd would have
handled It not quite that way, you could also list the questions like, If they 
hadn't become suspicious.

R.A.: The officers; Well, It's very Interestédg.. The officers claim that one
of their officers saw the meeting take place, but his description of what he saw 
and some things that were there, there's some problems with that. The men, the 
enlisted men, their vtew, at least two of them that I've talked to now, and they 
volunteered this to me without my asking It, Is that they had a snitch In their
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OWN GROUP who told the officer what had taken place.

A.S.: So we know the suspicion was strong*

R.A.: So their suspicion—

A.S.: Okay, let's do this. That's the most obvious. Once they began to be
suspicious that there was this awareness what did thyy do about It? In other 
words, they now have a suspicion and where to set these snitches. It's supposed 
to be closed. What did they do about It?

R.A.: I don't know yet. I know they never found out who, whether there was
a snitch.

A.S.: Oh, I see. That's Interesting, they didn't know who snitched.

R.A.: They didn't know who snitched, no.

A.S.: This Is different than if they suspected two specific guys.

R.A.; No, no, what they suspected is that there was one of two snitches. But 
they don't know who. To this day they don't know who.

A.S.: And you don't know what they did about It.

R.A.: No, that's something I should ask for.
A . S . :  W e l l ,  one th in g  y o u 'v e  g o t  to  do i s  check e v e r y t h i n g  o u t .  The o t h e r  q u est
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I S ,  assum ing t h a t  th e y  f e l t  th e y  had been s n i t c h e d  on and what d id  th e y  do?

R . A . :  Oh, one t h i n g  abou t th e  s n i t c h  th e y  may not have found out about I t ,  

t h e i r  su sp ec io n sm a y  not have d e v e lp e d  abou t I t  u n t i l  l a t e  in th e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

o r  a f t e r  th e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n .  'C a u s e  th e  re a so n  th e y  became s u s p e c t  was becau se  

o f  th e  q u e s t i o n s  th e y  w ere  b etn g asked  In th e  I n t e r r o g a t i o n .

A . S . :  So th e  q u e s t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a s  G r e te  would h an d le  f t ,  would be,

When d id  th e y  f i n d  o u t and under what c o n d i t i o n s ?  And then some o f  th e  p r o p e r t i e s  

— d id  t h e y  know o f  e x a c t  p e r s o n s ,  o r  d id  t h e y  j u s t  t h in k  In g e n e r a l ?  In any c a s e ,  

t h e r e  I s  som ething s p e c i f i c ,  one s e t  o f  t a c t i c s  and t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  s e t  o f  t a c t i c s  

and I n v a r i a b l y  t h e r e  may be su ch  t h i n g s  a s  why does one a r e a  s t a r t  to  lu c k  o u t .

I f  a l l  o f  t h i s  f i t s  I n t o  t h a t ,  then I f  we work I t  backwards and s a y ,  "O k a y,  

th e  w h i t e s  q u i t e  o f t e n  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was c o l l u s i o n  becau se  somebody saw 

I t ,  th e  m e e tin g ,  but d i d n ' t  h e a r  I t . —

R . A . : D i d n 't  h e a r  I t ,  no.

A . S . :  D i d n 't  h e a r  I t ,  so  d i d n ' t  know what t o  th ln l j .  Now what d id  th e y  do?

To , In e f f e c t ,  tu r n  th e  s u s p i c i o n

R . A . :  W e l l ,  In the I n t e r r o g a t i o n  th e y  a s k e d ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked  th e  men about

t h a t  m e e tin g .  They asked  what took p l a c e ,  t h a t  was t h e i r  main s t r a t e g y .  They  

knew ab o u t th e  l i s t s ,  th e  p e t l t i t  Ions and th e y  knew about th e  m e e tin g .

A . S . :  Was t h e r e  any d e b a t e  xfeBM* among them, somehow, what to  do when d i s c o v e r e d ?

R A . : When w h ich  was d i s c o v e r e d ?
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A.S.: That the men were not acting collectively.

R.A.: Oh, a debate among the officers: no evidence of that so far.

A.S.: Yes, 'cause It would be different If there weee a debate. Something
else would have bâ ened. Half of them would have said, "No, It's all Indi­
vidual stuff," and half would have said the opposite. And then other actions 
would have happened. The question Is whether the evidence Is there.

R.A.: There's no evidence of that so far. In fact, the Impression I get from
the evidence ts that they'd become convinced very qutckly that they had an 
air-tight case, because In the Interrogations they had the evidence of collusion, 
of a conspiracy.

A.S.: Because of the Interrogation.

R.A.: Because of the interrogation.

A.S.: The whole thing turns around, this part of the thing turns around notions
of awareness»contacts and Just trying to keep It closed, and so on. And also, 
a very fascinating one, Is that you do not have any evidence that, In fact, these 
guys have tried to keep It closed, that anybody In their médst could learn 
something personally by opening It, by snitching. If you don't have evidence of It-

R.A.: Well, no, I have evidence In the sense that I now know that some particular
Individuals did not want to go along with the continued résistance. And In fact, 
when they had proposed to abandon the resistance they were threatened. So, within
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the group there was an effort to maintain the unity of the group. Which 
meant, everybody sticking together, and opposing those who wanted to give up, 
and go back to work. But at the same time, there's a motive then, there are 
certain categories of actors that could have a motive for snitching.

A.S.: That comes Into an Interesting kind of microanalysis, which Is that
the guys were probably focused on the Idea of everybody not going back to work.

R.&.: Right.

A.S.: If any of the guys focused on the possibility dHat somebody might snitch

and therefore go Into a law case that was looming up, but hadn't occurred yet...

R.A.i There's no evidence that they had anticipated that.

A.S.: Did they anticipate a law case?

R.A.: They anticipated a case. They thought that, they did not think they would
be charged with mutiny, but they thought there would be a lesser charge of some sort.

A.S.: Okay. They antlclapted a case. If there was a case then snitching would be
vital. And If they knew some of the guys that dtdn't agree with them, then you'd 
think that they would do something to them: at the very least, abeyance; at the
very most, cobrcton.
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R.A.: W e ll ,  there's evidence of both. There was some suspicion about some guys
within the group— there were never any accusations against any particular Individuals.

A.S.: What I'm trying to do, I'm trying to link your sense of data, and assuming
you know this already, I'm trying to link the nature of my questions on your data 
with the possibility that you could write up the data not Just as data, but In terms 
of, Will this stuff drive on? I don't hold to so brief a concept, but It's a good 
example of how concepts come out of Data. The only reason I used this was just 
because we started talking about Inldlvldual Initiative versus collective. See, so 
It works.

R.A.: It works.

A.S.: To that extent. Latrebaker's model. So when you're finished, It's as If
you're there. I don't say that you have to use my concepts, you can make your own.
If you'd work that out what you'd have Is an area of explanation at every step of the
way. Logically, you get Gibb In there and then you could give the explanation. Right?

axxoM theory
Or you could do Solestln and my stuff and Barney's and the axea/goes this way, and as 

theory
the i x u  goes the explanations are Imminent.

R.A.: Right. 1 think that that's what I'd like to do.

A.S.: That's what you want to do. Your basics are sociology but you're still using
that theory; you can do this, we've done them with case studies. But that's where I 
think you're wrong, abiding by the concept. You see, they can't do that because, I 
think, of two reasons: one Is that they come In with the Idea already; like my saying, 
let's try **klt's got to fit somewhere. That's one thing; the other thing Is I don't
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THINk they know how to do this step-by-step.

R.A.: Well, I think that approach will work and actually» I think this will
also bring In the whole theme of balancing» too. That we discussed In the seminar. 
There's the whole question of the options that were open at each step, along the 
way. But one of the problems that 1 had had throughout all those seminars was 
that, okay, well, they're balancing and this moves this way and that happens and 
so forth; 1 didn't have any sense of what It was that the actors themselves 
thought they were doing. And where were they trying to go. Which I think I see 
now, and that therefore orders the sKaiagy narrative, but the explanatory material —  
the explanation— Is, comes from, the sociological Insight. Given that this Is what 
these guys are trying to do, and given the circumstances under which they are trying 
to do It, then, how does It develop. And why.

A.S.: See, technically, what the seminar did that time, It did very well. It
tried to give you an approximate theorlcal code; 8 don't organize the whole 
account In termsof the balancing and rebalancing phases. See, It all came out 
of the data you've given me. Alright? But the specific mechanics phase by phase 
was lacking. Partially you didn't know who to nail. But partially you still 
don't understand the stuff. See, that would be subsumed and the balancing, after 
the balance...

R . A .: Yes, exactly.

A.S.: You get that very well now. The major theoretical code that they gave you
provided It works out when you're finished, Is how the whole thing would be shaped.
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R.A.: This Is really good, though, because tf ! can— and thinking about thl$
this also tells me then, what questions. Well, I came up with a theoretical 
sample because this tells me now what questions must I ask those people I've 
found; and also, what other Interviews must I find or what other documents must 
I find. What kinds of documents must I look for In order to answer the questions 
that I'll have about It now. Yeah, yeah, that'11— that's a big step.

It's Important at that pkaxsofnt to
AS.: This may wash out, but/take another phase and give In to the beneftt— what

with another Idea
else would happen, maybe an uncut truth/that doesn't even make sense, or we get 
an Idea to get rid of the damn thing. But you'd have to do the same sort of 
things. Step-by-step. You do that breaking through the usual tangle. You picked 
a devilish kind of thing to work.

R.A.: Yeah, that's — I have to be careful.

A.S.: If you took a course In, for the sake of argument, you took one episode In,
and said. What the hell Is going on? I think you'd be faced with exactly the 
same sort of situation. Other than giving the narrât Ive, feedback that would 
come back and so on. You have to be breaking out. You want to try It, and see 
what happens?

R.A.: Okay, sure.

A.S.: See what happens.

R.A.: Okay. One of the big Issues In the trial was these statements represented:
the result of the Interrogation, the Investigation before the trial. And the
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p ro se cu tio n  planned to  Introduce them as e vid e n c e ,  and th a t  was going to  win 

the c a s e .  The d efense o b je c te d  on the grounds th a t  the statem ents were obtained  

under d u r r e s s .  In f a c t ,  they succeeded In having the statem ents blocked from 

being Introduced as e v id e n ce .  But the p ro se cu tio n  developed another s t r a t e g y .  

For having them Introduced. What the p ro se cu tio n  wanted to do was to have the  

statem ents tndroduced as being accepted  as tru e  statem en ts,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  

le g i t i m a t e  e v id e n ce .  That was b l o c k e d . ,  by the d e fen se. So then what the  

p ro se cu tio n  went f o r  was to  s a y ,  " W i l l ,  s i n c e  we c a n ' t  have the statem ents  

Introduced what w e 'r e  going to  do Is  when each o f  the defendents comes up, f o r  

c r o s s -e x a m in a t io n ,  w e 'r e  going to  read a l l  the q u estio n s and answers from h is  

statem ent to  him now, and ask him whether he s a id  o r  did not sa y  t h o s e . "  And, 

o f  c o u r se ,  most o f  the men dented having s a id  those statem en ts,  but the f a c t  o f  

the m atter I s ,  the p ro se cu tio n  had now go tten  a l l  the statem ents befo re  the  

c o u r t .  They were a l l  denied, but they were b e fo re  the c o u r t ,  n e v e r t h e le s s .  And 

th a t  p la y e d ,  I th in k ,  a btg p a r t  In condemning the men; but I t  was an attemjbp by 

the defen se  to  s o r t  o f  head t h i s  o f f  a t  the p a s s .  Not to have the statem ents  

Introduced as r e l i a b l e  e v id e n ce .  But the p ro secu tion  managed to g e t  them In tr o ­

duced even though e v e r y th in g  In most o f  them was denied.

A.S.r Let me j u s t  spark on t h i s ,  may I? What happened to  the j u r y ?

R . A . : Okay, th ere  was no J u r y .

There were Severn o f f i c e r s  o f  the c o u r t.

A . S . :  Of the c o u r t :  the people who were th e r e .  Afrrlght, now you c a n ' t

make any assumptions about where they stood on t h i s .  But t h e y 'r e  now faced  

w ith  two kinds o f  e vid e n ce :  one I s ,  statem ents and the o th er  I s ,  d e n ia l .

So who do you b e l i e v e ,  as  one s id e  o r  the o th e r  Is l y i n g ,  e i t h e r  In p a r t i c u l a r
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t o p i c ,  o r  t o t a l l y .

R .A . : E v e r y  Item, r i g h t .

A . S . :  E v e r y  Item. Do you know how many Ite m s , r o u g h ly ?

R . A . :  In th e  q u e s t i o n s ?  Or In—

A . S . :  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  In numbers o f  p e o p le .

R . A . :  W e l l ,  t h e r e  w e re  f i f t y  d e f e n d a n t s ,  and t h e r e  were f o r t y - n i n e  s t a t e m e n t s .

One d e fe n d a n t  had r e f u s e d  to  make a s t a t e m e n t .  F o r t y - n i n e  s t a t e m e n t s .

A . S . t  So th e y  g o t  f o r t y - n t n e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a l r i g h t .  Now, d id  th e  d e fe n d a n ts  

a l l  s a y ,  " I  n e v e r  made a s t a t e m e n t . "

R . A . :  No, no, I t  v a r i e d .  Host o f  them d e n ie d  making st a t e m e n t s  t h a t  I n c r im in a te d

any one o f  th e  g r o u p s a s  h a v in g  been a l e a d e r ,  so  t h a t  when th e y  were —  when the  

p r o s e c u t i o n  ask e d  them, " D id  you not In y o u r s s t a t e m e n t  o f  August s o - a n d - s o  sa y  

t h a t  J o e  Blow c a l l e d  a m eetin g and s a i d  su c h -a n d -s u c h  a t  th e  m e e t i n g ? "  th e y  s a i d ,  

"N o ,  I d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t . "

A . S . :  L e t  me J u s t  p l a y  w it h  I t .  Th ere  w ere f o r t y - n i n e  guys w i t h  t h i s  sta te m e n t

f o r t y - n i n e  t i m e s .  Now, d id  any o f  t h e s e  g u ys deny making t h i s  sta te m e n t?

R . A . :  A l l  t o g e t h e r ?

A . S . :  A l l  t o g e t h e r .
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R . A . : W e l l ,  n o .

A . S . :  S o ,  t h e y  a l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e y ' d  maUe s t a t e m e n t s .  Now r o u g h l y ,  how many

Ite m s w o u ld  t h e r e  be p e r  s t a t e m e n t ?

R . A . :  I t  v a r i e d .  One o r  two s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  s i m p l y  o n e ,  two s e n t e n c e s ,  and

some ran  on f o r  two p a g e s .

A . S . :  So  th e  ite m s j u s t  w e n t o n ,  o p e n . Some men c o u l d  deny a n y w h e re  betw een

one s t a t e m e n t  and s t a t e m e n t s .  So t h e  p r o s e c u t o r ,  I s u p p o s e ,  had one

p r i n c i p l e  t h i n g  he w a n te d  t o  sh o w , maybe two o r  t h e e e .

R . A . : A b o u t t h r e e ,  a t  t h e  m o s t ,  f o u r .  F o u r  p r l n t c l p l e  t h i n g s .

A . S . :  How many o f  t h e s e  g u y s  d e n ie d  t h e s e  t h r e e  s t a t e m e n t s ?

R . A . :  A lm o s t  a l l  o f  them d e n ie d  t h o s e  t h r e e .  So l e t ' s  s a y ,  f o u r t y - f l v e ,  and

f o u r  a d m i t t e d  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  t h r e e .

A . S . :  Do t h e s e  a l l  h a v e  t o  do w i t h  c o l l u s i o n ?

R . A . :  C o l l u s i o n ,  umhm. The p e t i t i o n s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g s ,  y e a h ,  umhm.

A . S . :  S o  t h e  m a j o r — h e r e — s u s p i c i o n  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and t h e  e f f o r t  t o  d e t e c t

o f  t h e  l a w y e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  t o  o p e n ,  I f  t h e y  c a n  t u r n  t h i s  t o  open In th e  c o u r t  

t h e y ' v e  g o t  t h e  g u y s .

R . A . :  E x a c t l y .
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w i t h  t h o s e  components

A . S . :  So the Jury Is sitting there,/and thep8S*l9Sh»8̂ the guys' black lawyer
Just the reverse

Is  xyxtcM X K sxcxsaM * t h e y  can ta k e  th o s e  s u s p i c i o n s  and y o u ' r e  In b u s i n e s s .

Make s e n s e ?  So h e r e ' s  th e  f u r y .  What would you do I f  you were a j u r y ,  I d o n 't  

know w h e th e r  y o u ' r e  s u s p i c i o u s  o r  n o t ,  even though th e  c h a n c e s  a r e  th e y  w e r e .

L e t ' s  s a y  y o u ' r e  a b s o l u t e l y  n e u t r a l .  What would you do I f  f o u r  g u ys a d m itte d  I t ?

R . A . : W e l l ,  I t  w a s n ' t  J u s t  th e  f o r t y - n i n e  d e f e n d a n t s ,  b e c a u s e  th e  p r o s e c u t i o n  

a l s o  bro u g h t In p r o s e c u t i o n  w i t n e s s e s  who a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  th e  t h r e e  s t a tm e n ts  

w ere made. T h at t h e s e  t h r e e  Items took p l a c e ,  a l r i g h t ?  A n o ther s e t  o f  w i t n e s s e s .

A . S . :  T h i s  I s  g o v e r n a n c e .  Okay, and I t ' s  number o n e. I d o n 't  know I f  th e r e

w ere  o t h e r  I s s u e s  b e s i d e s  t h i s  o n e ,  t h i s  Is  I s s u e  number on e. Okay? S o ,  then  

t h e s e  g u y s change from t h a t  e v i d e n c e ,  do t h e s e  g u y s have e v i d e n c e ?

R . A . : Which g u y s  we t a l k i n g  abou t n o w ? A g a !n st  th e  w i t n e s s e s ?  Y ea h , th e y  d i d n ' t

a c t u a l l y  p l a y  I t ,  th o u gh. They had an argu m en t, but I t  d i d n ' t  come up u n t i l  the  

a p p e a l ,  and t h a t  I s  t h a t  many o f  t h e s e  g u y s came In and t e s t i f i e d ,  " Y e a h ,  th e s e  

t h r e e  t h i n g s  h e r e  d i d ,  In f a c t ,  h a p p e n ."  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t o  make t h a t  open a w a r e n e s s .  

Tu rn s o u t  t h a t  th e y  w e re  under In d ic tm en t t h e m s e l v e s ,  so  t h e y  w ere  s u s p e c t  w i t n e s s e s .

A .S . : The f i r s t  s t e p  I s  t h a t ,  and then l a t e r . . . I n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h i s  you were

g e t t i n g  th e  J u d g e ' s  c o n c e r n  t h a t  s u s p i c i o n ,  y e s ,  but open , no. I f  you were a 

Ju d g e  and had t h i s  e v i d e n c e :  

what would you do?

R . A . : W e l l ,  I t ' s  n o t ,  hmmm, I d o n ' t - - t h e  e v i d e n c e  was th e y  d is o b e y e d  an o r d e r .

Even In th e  d e f e n s e ,  t h e y  c o u ld  n ot d i s p r o v e  t h a t ,  t h a t  th e  men had r e f u s e d  to  work.
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A . S . :  What was a t  I s s u e  th en ?

R . A . :  What was a t  I s s u e  was w h e th er t h e r e  was a c o n s p i r a c y  to  m u tin y.  T h at

was th e  c h a r g e .

A . S . :  I 'm  t r y i n g  to  g e t  I t  In l e g a l  la n g u a g e ,  and t r a n s l a t e .  What d id  th e

ju d g e  have to  d e c i d e ?  He d i d n ' t  have t o  d e c i d e  w h e th er t h e r e  was mutiny o f  n o t ;  

had to  d e c i d e  w h e th e r  th e y g u y s  met t o  d e c i d e  to  m u tin y. The p o i n t  I 'm  pu sh ing  

Is  t h i s :  I t  d o e s n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  p e r s o n a l l y  what you a s  th e  ju d g e  would

d e c i d e ,  i t  c o u ld  be an yb o d y.  But you have t o  s e e  what t h e y ' r e  up a g a i n s t .

One o f  th o s e  g u y s c o u ld  be l y i n g ,  a l l  o r  one o f  th e  g u y s c o u ld  be l y i n g .  Four  

o f  them s a i d ,  " Y e s , "  w e l l ,  th e y  c o u ld  be l y i n g ,  t o o .  T h i s  c o u ld  be a p e rfo rm a n c e ,  

o k a y?  So I t ' s  r e a l  I n co m p le te .  You c a n ' t  t e l l  from t h i s  one way o f  h a n d lin g  I t .

J u s t  on th e  f a c e  o f  I t ,  but th e  I s s u e ,  how do th e y  x£awd a c c u s e d  so  t h a t  th e y  

th e m s e lv e s  a r e  s h e l t e r e d  from s u s p i c i o n ?

R . A . :  How do who— o h , th e  j u r y ,  y e a h .

A . S . :  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e y ' r e  g o in g  to  be n i b u lo u s ln  th e  l e g a l  s e n s e .  S o c i o l o g i c a l l y ,
s u f f i c i e n t

th e y  have t o  make a d e c i s i o n  in th e  end t h a t  s a y s  t h e r e  a r e  i s a s i  gooungd f o r  us 

to  be a u s p l c i o a s .  Then, th e y  c o u ld  a l s o  go f u r t h e r  t h e r e :  t h e r e  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  

grounds f o r  us to  be s u s p i c i o u s — t h a t ' s v e r y  weak. So w e ' l l  p a s s  i t  a lo n g  to  

a n o t h e r  c o u r t  Which w i l l  g i v e  s i x  more months to  both s i d e s  to  d i g  up more 

e v i d e n c e ,  o r  i f  I t ' s  s t i l l  weak w e ' l l  have t o  d i s m i s s  I t .  You c a n ' t  t e l l  from  

t h i s  how th e y  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  j u d g e  th e  c a se ?  I th i n k  we can s a y  In summary, though,  

abou t th e  l e g a l i t y  o f  I t .  What I 'm  I n s t e r e s t e d  in now Is  t h i s ,  I s  t h a t  t h i s  v e r y  

d i f f e r e n t  kind o f  I n c i d e n t  does now l i n k  you back w i t h  th e  s u s p i c i o n  b u s i n e s s .
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R.A.: And It even gets more fine than that, though, because the suspicion,
for example, didn't evolve so much around whether or not there was a meeting;
In fact, ♦ think thcxe wax In the trial It was admitted that a meeting took place. 
But the question was, what happened at the meeting, what was the purpose of what 
happened. The prosecution's argument was that there was a meeting In which the 
Idea was to get all the guys to stick together for carrying on a mutiny. The 
defense argument was there was a meeting for the purpose of getting all the guys 
to stick together to keep order. Because, In fact, the guy who called the 
meeting had been designated by an officer to keep the guys In order. His 
argument was that he called the meeting because there had been a fight and 
people were getting uptight, and he said, "We got to stick together and cool 
things out."

A.S.: Look at whether they meant It or not.

R.A.: Sure, so It revolves on the question of, even taking— there was some
disagreement even about the words that were said. But even If you admit everything, 
to evidence, the* the prosecution wanted to get Into evidence. It's that there are 
two legitimate explanations of what went on, what the words meant.

A.S.: Bob, let me go at this from two different directions. Take the guys now,
today, and you met three or four of them, and they talked about It. Do you, as 
a researcher, say, have the same problem? 'Cause you're trying to find out what 
the hell went on. But you're In the exact same position the Jury Is. Exactly 
the same position that the white officers were. You want to know what happened, 
for different reasons, but you want to know what happened. So you're talking with
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THSse g u y s;  how do you make your Judgments, J u s t  as to which guys a r e  t e l l i n gy
you the tr u th  about what happened? You may have talk ed  to three Informers.

R . A , : W e ll ,  okay. Number one, I t  may be th a t  one o f  them may have been an

Informer, but I doubt th a t  a l l  th ree* What l*m doing Is two th i n g s .  One I s ,  

t h e y 'v e  a l l  to ld  me th a t  they h a v e n 't  met among themselves s in c e  I t  happened, 

and tha£ they h a v e n 't  ta lk e d  In any d e t a i l  w ith  anyone about what happened 

s in c e  I t  happened. Okay? I f  I a c c e p t  those statem ents a t  f a c e  v a lu e ,  then 

th at means th a t  they have not In fluen ced each o th e r  s in c e  I t  happened, nor 

have they been In flu en ced  by o th e r s  who have come along to t a l k  to them aio u t  

I t .  So th a t  where I f i n d ,  what I'm looking f o r  In com pailson, In comparing the  

in t e r v ie w s ,  then, Is  where they c o l l a b o r a t e  each o th e r  and where they d i s a g r e e .

And ta k in g  the p o in ts  o f  c o l la b o r a t io n  asd s a y in g ,  t h i s  Is  probably what 

happened, and ta k in g  the p o in ts  o f  disagreement and s a y in g ,  w e l l ,  t h i s  Is  

something th a t  I have to  look more c l o s e l y  In to . The o th er th in g I'm doing Is 

comparing what they t e l l  me now w ith  what they da id In the t r i a l .  But re co g n izin g  

th ere  t h a t ' t h e r e ' s  an Inherent problem which Is th a t  they were In a p o s itio n  

where they were denying some t h i n g s ,  whIch*~

A . S . :  Which would t e l l  you the t r u t h ,  and not them.

R.A. : Well.

A . S . :

W hat's  f r u s t r a t i n g  Is  t h a t ,  r e s e r v a tio n  a s i d e ,  as  a r e se a r c h e r  you are  in 

the same p o s i t i o n  th a t  everybody e l s e  Is who was Involved 4m I t ,  In th at you d o n 't  

know whether In f a c t  th ere  was a c o n s p ir a c y  and some guys say th ere  was, and you
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d o n 't  know whether th at was an Informant o r  n o t.  And I f  the guys say they  

w e r e n 't ,  you know whether t h e y 'r e  co v e rin g  o r  not.

R . A . : W e ll ,  we d o n 't  even t a l k  about c o n s p ir a c y .  What I ask them I s ,  Did such-

and-such a th in g happen, and Under what c o n d it io n s ,  r i g h t .  But t h e r e ' r e  d isc r e p a n ­

c i e s :  where 1 had— I ' l l  have to d e cid e ,  I g u e s s ,  and go back and In te rvie w

f u r t h e r  to  t r y  to  uncover what Is the tr u th  o f  the m atter.  But a c t u a l l y ,  l e t ' s  

see here.

A . S . :  I th in k you s a id  by y bar statem ent Is  th a t  g r a d u a lly  y o u 'r e  g e t t i n g  to

r e a l i z e  th a t  I t  was an a g g re g a te  bu sin ess and not a c o l l e c t i v e  a c tio n  where they  

had agreed to  do t h i s .  That In f a c t  you were sa y in g  th ere  was a c o n s p ir a c y ,  and 

th at I t  was c a r r i e d  on In t y p i c a l  underdog f a s h io n .

R .A . :  T h a t 's  the th in g .  You s e e ,  I t ' s  the language, to o , th a t  t r i p s  you up, 1

g u ess.  So you sa y  I t ' s  a c o n s p ir a c y ,  but I f  I t  had happened in c i v i l i a n  l i f e  

I t  would have been c a l l e d  a w i l d c a t  s t r i k e .

A . S . :  Okay, okay. I o n ly  used the word f o r  convenience, I w o u ld n 't  n o rn a lly

use I t .  What y o u 'r e  sa y in g  to n e u t r a l i z e  I t  o u t,  In a c o l l e c t i v e  d e c is io n  to  do 

something they had to  do I t  th a t  way because they c o u l d n 't  do i t  the o th er way.

R . A . : Thay had to  p rese n t I t  tn such a way th at I t  would not be presented o v e r t l y

as a c o l l e c t i v e  d é c i s io n  to  do something.

A . S . :  So, to  go back to  what I'm pushing. As a re se a rc h e r  you had to  go through  

the same type s i t u a t i o n  In or der to  g e t  a shot a t  what happened. Now you have 

a b e t t e r  chance to f in d  out what r e a l l y  happened than anybody, because you can
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QUESTION witnesses and all the rest of It.E&en with the problems of knowing 
whether one of these guys was an Informer or whether everyone was telling 
exactly the same truth , and even without that the procession Is still In the 
same position. And you were reading the cues not so very differently than a 
lot of other people did. I think that's marvelous because It begins to fit in.
What must emerge out of these two Incidents. Let's take It even further. If 
— I have another idea on that, let's see If I can capture It. Yeah. Now, I 
can go In two directions, both on the suspicion, In a way. If you take these as 
forty-nine guys with whatever wounds they've ever survived plus their families 
plus their kids, and you ask, let's say for the sake of argument, they all know 
the story, they all know exactly what happened. And there's an Intersting questions 
aoubt why, now, thirty years later, Isn't somebody telling that story? There Is 
some question about why Isn't anybody doing anything about It? I am going to make 
the assumption that at lea$t20 people are alive who know «bout it, plus their kids, 
who are mum on It. Why are they not trying to convert what Is the suspicion 
context— leaving out the legal aspect now— as far as the rest of the world Is 
concerned? Which Is perfectly open to everybody who's Inside It, so why aren't 
they trying to make everybody know what happened?

R.A.: Well, actually two of them had thought of that. One of the fellows told me 
that, In fact, he Is starting trying to write up an account of it, but had abandoned 
the project. And another had never tried to write anything, but he didn't give a 
specific reason; my impression was that he was discouraged. I got that Impression 
rather than It was a problem with some other peoblem that might get Involved.
Another had also thought that something was wanting to be written about It, they 
way he put It, but he himself had never done anything, or taken any steps.
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A . S . :  I'm going to  put a l i t t l e  com parative a n a l y s i s  on you. Do you ralnd my

t a lk t n g  so much?

R . A . :  Go r i g h t  ahead. No, go r i g h t  ahead.

A . S . :  I th in k I t ' s  w orking. The kind o f  a n a l y s i s  would be a bunch o f  people  

about something th a t  happened and they had been In c o u r t  w ith  a ju d g e .  And they  

t r i e d  to  t e l l  o th e r  people th a t  th a t  was I n c o r r e c t .  These o th er  people s a id  no 

because they su sp ected  something. And then the l a t e r  g en e ration  would s a f ,  "We 

want to  s e t  the record s t r a i g h t . "  A l r i g h t ?  Now, th e re  a r e  v a r io u s  co n d it io n s  

under which they could say  t h a t .  One I s ,  I t  makes a d i f f e r e n c e  to  men now.

To t h i s  g e n e r a t io n .  That we s e t  th a t  record s t r a i g h t .  Another i s ,  I t ' s  p o s s i b le  

to  do th a t  —  t h e r e ' s  a note t o  y o u r s e l f  th e r e ,  people b e l i e v e  th a t  they can do I t  

the r i g h t  way. Another Is  o th er  kinds o f  t h i n g s ,  and another p o s s i b i l i t y  Is th at  

I t ' s  another c e n tu ry  t i l  we s e t  the record s t r a i g h t .  Not th a t  In c id e n t,  but In 

essen ce  w e 'v e  done I t .  The th i r d  example a r e  the Ja p an ese .  In s p i t e  o f  a l l  th at  

happened look a t  what r e s u lte d  from the second World War. You g e t  v a r io u s  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  What o cc u rs  to  me Is  th a t  I t ' s  not going to  make any d i f f e r e n c e .  

There a r e  two dimensions th a t  a r e  In n o n - r e la t i o n .  That leads to  a s e t  o f  

In flu e n ce s  and q u e s t i o n s ,  which Is  to  ask people why have you never done anything  

aobut I t ?  Because when you stop  p la y in g  the s u sp ic io n  game I t ' s  o v e r .

R . A . :  W e ll ,  one o f  those peaces o f  data on th a t--w h y  have you never done anything  

aoubt I t — one o f  the f e l l o w s ,  when I was attem ptin g to  arran ge an In te r v ie w  w ith  

him, read th a t  I c a n ' t  t a l k  w ith  you because we had some agreements about what we 

would say  and what we w o u ld n 't  s a y .  And so I d o n 't  want to  v i o l a t e  any o f  those and 

t h a t ' s  why I d o n 't  want to  t a l k  to  you. And I n i t i a l l y  he w o u ld n 't .  But I l a t e r  

persuaded him to  t a l k  to  me. W e ll ,  I th ln k l  know what the agreements were. I got
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TUEMEEtseuhere, not from him. But the thing is, he still felt bound to honor 
these agreements from 3*» years ago. And therefore he was not going to talk.

A.S.: They should get together and say, "Look, boys, nobody cares about those 
agreements any more." We had a wel1-1kept circle, let's get It clear what we 
had In mind. If It's that well-kept, you gotta know there was a conspiracy.

R.A.: Yeah, yeah. Hy appearance on the scene now, In a way, poses the same
problem for them as they had 3b years ago, which was are they going to testify 
against each other. By telling what really happened.

A.S.: Sure.

R.A.: Only now It's not a court of law, It's a strange social sclentldt coming
around wanting to talk to them. And they have to decide Individually, truly, this 
time.

A.S.: You are exposing this closed situation which they had Intended to keep
closed. And you're trying to get them to open It. Right?

R.A.: Right.

A.S.: So you're suspected, you see. And the other thing, although I don't think
we have to worry about how to explore It, Is your very reason for wanting to study 
this thing. Maybe It doesn't have to do with experiencing It, but hopefully It will 
do with setting It straight, for that wide world. So you do have an Interest In now. 
I'm sure, for setttng the record straight.



- 4 0 - ROBERT ALLEN

R . A . :  One o f  th e  f e l l o w s  t h a t  I mentioned has not t o l d  h i s  2 5 - y e a r - o l d
s
son ab ou t t h i s  I n c i d e n t .  Even to d a y  t h e r e ' s  s t i l l  a q u e s t i o n  o f  d e c i d i n g  

who sh o u ld  know and who sh o u ld  not know.

A . S . :  So I t  lo o k s to  me l i k e  w e ' r e  back t o  th e  r e a l  t h i n g .  Haybe t h i s  Is
o f

s i m p l i s t i c ,  bu t t a k e  th e  moment t h a t  two c a r e e r  v e t e r a n s  , one i s / t h e  

s u s p i c i o n  b u s i n e s s  add th e  o t h e r  under th e  b a l a n c e — o f  w h ich — o f  n ot g o in g  

o v e r .  The b a la n c e  o f  t im e .  T h e re  a r e  o t h e r  e le m e n ts  t h a t  s h i f t  o u t o f  t im e ,  

t o o ,  but I t ' s  v e r y  r e l a t i v e .  Y o u 'v e  g o t  an a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  sudden s t a r t  o f  

e v e n t s t o  w h ich  th e  men s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  o v e r  1 2  y e a r s .

R . A . :  And I ' v e  asked  m y s e l f ,  t h i n k i n g  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  a g a i n ,  I asked  m y s e l f ,

"What would have happened I f  t h e r e  had been no c o n s p i r a c y ,  th e y  w ere  a l l  

In no cen t v i c t i m s ? "  What would have happened In term s o f  my a p p e a r i n g  now to  

a s k  them ab o u t I t .  Or, p e r h a p s ,  In term s o f  somebody e l s e  h a v in g  p r e s e n te d  

th e  s t o r y  e a r l i e r .  The o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  I asked  I s ,  "What would have happened  

I f ,  In f a c t ,  t h e r e  was a c o n s p i r a c y  Ghat had s u c c e e d e d ? "  Suppose th e y  had 

g o t t e n  a l l  2 5 0  g u y s  t o  s t i c k  t o g e t h e r  and in f a c t  th e  Navy had f i n a l l y  had to  

t r a a s f e r  them o r  do so m e th in g ,  but nobody would h ave  been bro u g h t to  t r i a l .  

What would have happened I f  I t  had s u cc e e d e d ?

A . S . :  W e l l ,  th e  f i r s t  t h i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I s  t h a t  w o rk e r s  would have a l l  bean

armed. And p ro ve d  o u t  t h i s  t h e o r y ,  I g u e s s .

R . A . :  Y e s ,  but t h a t — t h i n k i n g  t h a t  way le d  me, g a v e  me an I n s i g h t  a s  to  why

th e  s t o r y  h a s n ' t  been t o l d  b e f o r e ,  w hich I s  t h a t  th e y  w ere  not J u s t  p a s s i v e  

v i c t i m s ,  but what t h e y  t r i e d  d id  not s u c c e e d .  And t h a t  Is  th e  dilemma which  

c o n t i n u e s  u n t i l  t h i s  d a y .
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A.S.; I guess what I'm saying Is that you don't have to rely on this 
suspicion business» because there are other kinds of thinking* I think 
that might help to crack the history-sociology business because you know 
you're working straight out of the damn Instance, developing whatever kivut 

concepts you have. And you relate what you're seeing and hearing. If 
they'd had a conspiracy and then scattered It would be a different story.

R.A.: Well, In effect what happened wba that they had a conspiracy, or
attempted collective action, which did not succeed and which In the after- 
math of It they were all scattered. See, that's another thing. I think 
that If they had been In touch with each other In the Intervening years 
It's possible that somebody would have said, "Look, we ought to tell this 
story to a newspaper, and get the truth out." This kind of thing. But 
because they were separated, did not see each other afterwards, I think 
that contributed to the story not being told.

A.S.: Well, that's something that's legitimate. Try to carve out an
explanation.

R.A.: Well, I'm going to be going back In June as a matter of fact to 
reinterview at least some of these I've already talked to. Plus I found 
two others.

A.S.: How many have you talked to?

R.A.: I talked to five. And there are two others whom I haven't Interviewed
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yet, but whom I will.- But I want to re-Interview these guys 1‘ve talked to 
because I realize now that I only asked very few of the questions 1 need to 
ask. Because at the time I Interviewed them I did not, myself, have any Idea 
of what was my own view of what happened there. I was Just asking questions, 
every question I could think of that might bring In Information. Now, In 
looking at the Information, I have an Idea of what I think hpppened. Which I 
want to explore In more detail. But at the same time I want to be careful not 
to do It In a certain way that would close out any other possible explanation.
In other words, l may be wrong, so I don't want to do this In such a way that 
all the data will confirm my views.

A.S.: One Of the things that you suspect, if there hadn't been that damn accident,
Is that eventually there would have been a wildcat strike.

R.A.: Ummhmm, yeah. That was In the works, and the explosion was the preclpltalng
Incident.

A.S.: I bet they were Influenced by that very easily. And saying, "Yep, we were
warming up to It." On* ofl tbb Interesting questions to me Implrlcally Is, rather 
than a past Incident we are still very much Involved with this experience. It Isn't 
as if they'd forgotten. They're still thinking about It. And the questions!s,
"Why?" Why Is It such a big deal to them?

R.A.: Yeah, I've thought about that, too. The one thing that comes to mind
for me is that I feel, at least to some of them, that there's an ambivalence 
about what they did. On the one hand, there's a pride that they stuck together 
and stuck It out even though they wound up In Jail at least they stuck by each
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o th e r .  And showed the Navy the Navy c o u l d n 't  J u s t  run o v er  them. Even though 

they l o s t  the c a s e  and went to  j a i l .  But t h e r e ' s  another thing th a t  I picked  

up from some o f  them which Is the f e e l i n g ,  the q u estio n  perhaps, about whether 

what they did In f a c t  about r e f u s in g  to  go to  work, they did out o f  cow ardice.

That I t  was not J u s t  e n t i r e l y  a m atter o f  p r i n c i p l e .  But maybe I t  was J u s t  

p la i n  f e a r  and c o w ard ic e.  I t  was p robably both: I t  was probably a matter o f

p r i n c i p l e ,  but a t  the same time th e re  had been t h i s  goddam e x p lo sio n  and 

people were s c a r e d ,  you know.

A . S . :  I know; a n a l y t i c a l l y  th a t  could f i t ,  to o ,  Bob, because I f  you say

y o u 'r e  proud th at you stu c k  to g e th e r  the washout Impltes something. L e t 's

J u s t  sa y  th a t  h e r e 's  a bunch o f  people who made a d e c is io n  out fr o n t  th at

n obody's  gonna break I t  down no m atter what those guys su sp ecte d , and I t

worked. And they were proud o f  t h a t .  I'm del Iberat&ly tr fA g g  to  g e t  a t  the

emotional p a r t .  You should be proud o f  th a t  cause you stu ck to g e th e r .  I t ' s

not In the q u e s tio n ,  but I t  was a v e r y  tough s e t  o f  t a c t i c s ,  th a t  the oth er

guys used to  t r y  to  c r a c k  your c lo se d  aw areness. You could be v e r y  proud J u s t

on th a t  b a s i s .  Then the o th er  one, they kept to g e th er  because in f a c t  we were

going to  have a w i l d c a t  s t r i k e  but we d i d n 't  want them to  know t h a t ;  then, a t
a n d , ! ' 'Yeah, but

the same tim e, people a r e  s a y in g ,  "G et me out o f  I t , "  th a t  was a d i f f e r e n t

lssu e "an d  we fought th at f o r  c lo se d  aw aren ess,  but now I wonder whether

they r e a l l y  bought the Issu e  having brought I t  befo re  people who were sc ar ed .  
Whether
Wkatxrfa you know t h a t ' s  tr u e  a s  a f a c t  o r  n o t.  You could hook In your d e s c r i p t i o n s .  

A g ain , r i g h t  back to  your word d i s c o v e r y .  There may be some b e n e f i c i a l  th in gs  

going on. Se e, you c a n ' t  e x p la in  e v e r y t h i n g ,  o b v io u s ly .  Everyth in g d o e s n 't  f i t  

in a scheme. The Idea Is to  e x p la in  a maximum amount with  a f a i r  amount o f  power. 

F a i r  enough?
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R.A.: Fair enough.

A.S.: So even the terribly emotional, terribly black In terms of the mount
of risk, can still be handled in terms of that. You would begin to balance 
over the years and thnk that was really true. And If you were there then would 
you have done something different? I think what you should do Is to take your 
other examples, apply both concepts and see how it works. If that's not 
enougĥ  It's obvious that it does something, but if that's not enough see what 
else you can get out of those prisoners that would give you additional, good 
categories. That will also link with axxidex what you decide are missing.
And as far as the balance, you may never know. For god knows those two sets 
of data cover a lot of ground.

R.A.: They do, yeah. And like 1 said, once I can, if t do grasp what kxpfUMtKal
than were the Intentions whether they were fully articulated by them or not: 
where they were trying to take this, what they were trying to do,to accomplish, 
then that will— I guess my personal problem In all this is that I didn't want to 
reduce this to a study Just as a problem for a dissertation, or a degree or 
whatever, but to respect whatever it Is that they were trying to do, and to 
recognize the problems that they are encountering, the way things have worked.
And also to recognize my own feelings about whether they did the right thing or 
not. And the more I learn about it I have questions, too, about whether what 
they did makes sense, why didn't they turn In the petitions that they were taking, 
so there's a moral dimension to It here whch probably I can't get away from.
To grapple with it, whatever I do with It, I want to convey what they were 
attempting to do, and not demean It by my analysis of It.
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A.S.: Terrific, well I think an analysts, Bob, is absolutely effective.
You do as well as you can, you can't always do It totally, but you do as well 
as you can. Otherwise, without experiencing those people, one can always read 
them wrong. I really think that Is why this type of work is so good, saKiaiagiKai 
It is so different from a lot of social science,work, because It does proceed 
on that premise. 1 mean, analysts can be lousy, but If you can do It right 
people have to admit you were there.

R.A.: That's what I'm aiming for. If you wanted to categorize this, this Is a
case study and from the standpoint of sociology, Itkxs main Interest Is whatever 
I can say about the forces, the conditions, the situation and the processes that 
were evolving there. That's good, as long as I let that emerge itself, out of 
the material that I'm looking at. What I think I have to guard against,and 
there has been a tendency to do this, to try to grab an explanation or an 
explanatory concept and force It.

A.S.: Into a mold. I would say that even one of those white jurors, the
officers must know, at least someone does recollecting it. Unless he's seen
It and we could get the testimony of that certain man we'd get someplace In
the final analysis. We might reach a different moral conclusion when we read
It, than yours, but at least we could say, "Is that what they were up to."Get some sense of what was going on.
That Just never came out/ That might even be worse than what they were
accused of. You could take a moral position but at tleast It: s sornethlng.
You could say, "We're gotng to throw the whole thing out of court." It had
nothing to do with the case. They were probably all lawyers, even if they
tfere officers; they're not going to take it. To Judge the case against their
own words.
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R.A.: I think the other thing about the moral dimension that I also have
to guard against Is the tendency to see the story In terms of heroes and 
villains. Or persecutors and victims, because the more I learn about It, 
the more that I see that, In fact, the group of fifty, let's say, there were 
some who behaved heroically, some who were traitors (suspected traitors, 
anyhow), and there were others— the whole range of possible reactions.
Given the slturatlon, given that tk you have fifty people, the whole possible 
range of reactions takes place. And a historian would simply document all 
those reactions, but what I want to do Is to put them In context of the situa­
tional constraints géven what they were trying to do. And then how at each 
stage In the process, how did the constraints affect the goa1-dIrected behavior? 
Well, I think I've taken up your whole afternoon here.

A.S.: No, no, I told you It was a session for mutual learning. Why don't you
give me that, and I'll have It transcribed on the research grant stuff.

R.A.: Great, great.

A.S.: I'd like to know because I find It very Interesting. Whenever you're
ready; you'd probably like to hear It again first.

R.A.: Okay, right.

***********


