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5/11/80

learned that Reggie Major served at Port Chicago as part 
of the clean-up crew after the e xplosion* Reggie 
sex Bernie Simon, proprietor of the Anxious Asp, 
was also there And that Simon knows many other men 
who were at PC
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August 24, 1978

National Endowment for the Humanities 
806 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20506

Dear Sirs*
I would be grateful If you could send me Information 

and application forms for fellowships and grants available 
to sociologists and historians.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Robert X*. Allen
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August 24, 1978

National Endowment for the Humanities 
806 15th Street# N.W.
Washington# DC 20506

Dear Sirs:
I would be grateful if you could send me information 

and application forms for fellowships and grants available 
to sociologists and historians.

Thank you.

Sincerely#

Robert X*. Allen



Fi >RT CHICAGO INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 10/13/77

10. What did on liberty? Recreatii on? /<£*vc **

11. Any problems with racial discrimination at P.C. or elsewhere?

12. How felt about relations between enlisted men and officers? I^sei^L^^yjDlems?

13* Was there competi‘̂ibn‘7 ^ ^ ^  the divisions? Discuss. (Howv why, effects)

14. What safety precautions in effect? How effective? What did men think 
of safety? Did men see regulations?

15« How were men trained for loading ammo? What thought of training?

16. Did men have any grievances? Any action planned (petition)?

17« Did he attend or know of mtgs prior to explosion to discuss Bits e 
Jackets manual? Discuss (Whenv what, who, outcome)

18. Who were leaders among the men (Joe Small, Ollie Green, Wyler, Gay?) 
, _,What did they, advocate re grievances?., .

NovK K  A . rfry *+* *+ 4 * a / r* *4 cr»*>
19* Why do you think the explosion occurred?

20. Where were you when it occurred? What did you think had happened?
What was immediate impact (injury?) on you? What did you do?

21. What happened in days immediately after the explosion? How did men
react? Where were you stationed? What did you do? Any interviews with 
officers or mtgs among the men? /.¿f?

22. How did the work stoppage develop? Describe. Was there any discussion 
beforehand? How and why did you refuse to load ammo?

23» What happened on the barge (Aug. 9-H)? Did you attend mtgs where Small 
spoke? Discuss. 1/jf ? A

24. How and why did it get down to $0 men who continued to refuse? Why 
did the others go back to work?

1 0 1 x o * ? , j§



P.C . QUESTIONS 2 /2 / 2 /2

25« What happened at the trial? Do you think the full story came out at 
the trial? Discuss.

26* What do you think could have been done to prevent the work stoppage?

27. How long were you imprisoned? What happened there?

28. Any personal contact with Thurgood Marshall? Any knowledge of campaign 
organized by NAACP?

29* What happened upon release from prison? When left Navy?

30. What has done since leaving Navy? Occupation? Family/children?

31« looking back f what do you think is the significance of what happened 
to you in 1944? What think of it all now?

32» What do you think has been the main effect of these events on your life? 
How have you coped with these consequences?

33* In the long run how has this disaster affected your 1 
Mental and physical healths 
W ®  rk/occupation 
Family life/ living situation 
social relationships 
habits
attitudes (racial, towards military, etc.) 
philosophy of life

34. What do you think could have been done to minimize or change these 
consequences?

35* Any contact with .other men who served at P.C.? (Names, adresses, phones)
j / n  Si f i

36# Any momentos? Letters, photos, diaries, scrapbooks, clippings, uniforms, 
insignia,
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a  . '  ~. y^* ^  "*  >

S <̂v , /¿/V/— S d i r ti ft?Y?  
j e r t i —  *-f+4k— -c-aji* 
■6 » .o «K, (3? p  ? .

#TA U1 ivsw—*i

p . í /  AS£t)vxi< r j ^ _ z V i . /  __ QVj

r ^ r f f ^ T M f T
D "i~t̂ A,̂  /(>« >■'■« ( ^

^  V - mV lTtt,„ > „ ?
^ v w r e r - :





THE WASHINGTON POST Moody,November 2U 977  . D i g *

, Jack Anderson and Les Whitten

U.S. Army Music at SS Reunion

í

The UJ5. Army provided a military 
band and a chaplain—the music and 
the prayers—for a macabre meeting 
recently of UJS, veterans with former 
Nazi shock troops at an S3 graveyard.

The Nazis once belonged to Adolf 
Hitler’s dread Waffen SS, which was 
hated even by the regular German 
army. The Encyclopedia^ Britannica 
notes that Gestapo chief. Heinrich 
Himmler, the Nazis’ most ruthless ex-, 
ponent of racism and terrorisin, 
founded the SS.

According to the encyclopedia; this 
elite force became “an all-embracing 
empire within the Nazi state» at once 
the embodiment and the instrument 
of [Himmler's] racial theories.”

Yet uniformed members of Ameri- 
ca's Eighth Infantry Division band 
tootled funereal music as veterans of 
the UJS. 70th Division laid wreaths on 
the graves of dead SS troops near 
Bucholz, West Germany, on Sept 26/ 
And a UJS. military chaplain, behove it 
or not, pronounced an invocation over 
the graves.

Thibs strange gathering was inspired 
by an encounter in the United States a 
year ago. Three German visitors from 
the SS Sixth Mountain Hunter Division 
met the brother of a dead 70th Divi­
sion soldier. After some beer drinking, 
a reunion was planned in West Ger­
many.

Notices were published in U43. Army 
reserve publications. All veterans of 
the 70th Division, known in World War 
H as the Trailblazers, were invited. 
About 80 signed up for the trip to their 
old battlefields in France and Ger­
many.

The notices mentioned only that

they would meet with the Sixth Moun­
tain Hunter Division, without addinglt 
was an SS u n it Some of the former 
GIs, therefore, may not have known 
they would share their reunion with 
ex-Nazi shock troops. But this seems 
unlikely since the SS unit opposed the 
70th in both France and Germany dur­
ing the war.

The Americans met the Hitler veter­
ans formally for the first time in the 
French town of Epinat The SS men 
laid a wreath on Û graves in a mili­
tary cemetery near a battlefield where 
they had once fought

Then the Americans, who had invad- 
ded Germany to free Europe from 
Nazism, journeyed with the Fuehrer’s 
finest across the same border to 
Bucholz, where the high point of the 
reunion occurred.

First the mayor of Bucholz threw a 
reception for the formel; enemies. 
Then they gathered together at thé 
graveyard. This was followed bÿ À din­
ner-dance where the men of the 70th 
whooped it up with the SS veterans.

Gen. George Blanchard, the UJS. 
Army commander to Europe, must 
have been aware of the odd réunion 
since he m et the next day with the 
70th Division veterans. The highest 
ranking UJS. Officer at the SS meeting, 
retired Brig. Gen. Theodore Mataxis, 
told us: “All it was was talk among 
people who fought 30 years ago.”

Mataxis is now assistant superin­
tendent of the Valley Forge Military 
Academy in Wayne, Pa. He told us he 
was aware the Germans were an SS 
unit, but noted that they had been 
combat troops. At the Nuremberg 
trials, the SS was condemned en

masse, with few exceptions,; as a crimi­
nal organization. And for years, meet­
ings of SS 'vétérans Were f banned in 
postwar Germany.

Footnote: At the Pentagon, the US. 
Army did not hold back on the facts. 
But a spokesman said the participation 
of the band and chaplain Was (he ex­
tent of official U.S. involvement

Solar Blackout—Rep. Mike McCor­
mack (D-Wash.) apparently doesn’t like 
too much sunlight. The scholarly, be­
spectacled former nuclear scientist 
isn’t  eager to generate electricity from 
the sun. In place of solar energy, he 
would prefer to Use the nuclear power 
that is produced at the Hanford Pro­
ject where he used to work.

He also fried to bloék Out the sun­
light recently from his House Science 
and Technology energy subcommittee. 
Rep. Albert Gore (D-Tenn.) was ques- 

» tioning some expert witnesses about 
solar technology. He was deyèloping 
information that shed light on a $28 
million solar project that McCormack 
opposed.

“We’re going to have to adjourn and 
submit our subsequent questions in 
writing,” snorted McCormack.

“Why is that, Mr. Chairman?” 
. demanded Gore. “I think this has a tre­
mendous leverage on the future. I 
think this program is important I 
think we ought to explore i t ” • •

But McCormack wouldn’t budge. “I 
think perhaps we’d better schedule 
another oversight meeting,” he snap­
ped. Iff® ■ ’•§

“We can’t  go for the rest of the 
day?” persisted Gore.

“No,” repeated McCormack. *Tm 
sorry, we cannot”
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO

BERKELEY • DAVIS • IRVINE • LOS ANGELES • RIVERSIDE • SAN DIEGO • SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA • SANTA CRUZ

SCHOOL OF NURSING SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94143
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
1373 THIRD AVENUE

September 21, 1977

Dear Sir:

I am a graduate student in Sociology at the University 
of California at San Francisco. I am doing research for a 
doctoral dissertation on the Port Chicago, California, 
disaster of 1944.

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to contribute 
your experiences to this research. By interviewing men like 
you who were stationed at Port Chicago, my hope is to re­
construct the events leading up to and following the explosion 
there. Your experiences are an important part of the history 
and meaning of this event. As you know, the full story of 
what happened at Port Chicago has never been told. In the 
interest of truth, I hope you will consent to be interviewed 
by me, either in person or by letter, at your convenience. 
Please let me know if I may contact you personally by filling 
out the enclosed form and returning it to me in the stamped 
envelope provided.

You should know that although the Navy Department provided 
me with your name (and forwarded this letter to you), I am 
an independent researcher, not affiliated with the Navy in 
any way. Your replies will be kept confidential and will not 
be published without your consent.

If you have any questions about this research project, 
please do not hesitate to call me at (415) 666-1851, and I 
will be glad to discuss it in detail with you.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this study 
of a major event in United States history.

S in c e r e ly ,

Robert L. Allen



PLEASE CHECK ONE BOX, SIGN AND RETURN THIS FORM TO: 
ROBERT L. ALLEN, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL 
SCIENCES, SCHOOL OF NURSING, 1373 THIRD AVE., UNIVERSITY 
OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO 94143.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

| I Yes, Mr. Allen may contact me concerning his research 
*— 1 project. I understand that Mr. Allen will answer any 
and all questions 1 may have about him and his research 
project before I consent to give an interview.

f 1 No, I  do not wish to be interviewed.

Signature

Full Name (Please print)

Street Address

City State ¿ip

Phone

Date
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OLUE E* GREEN —- no lis tin g  in  DC phone book, no response SUPERS m a ilin g . 
Probably deceased

HARRY 2 GRII.ES — moved l e f t  no address 10/77 (5711 23rd S t* , D e tro it)  
addressee unk (2985 W, Grand, D e tro it) SUPERS

HERBERT HAVIS — addressee unk (520 liith  Ave, N ash v ille) 3.0/77

CHARLES N*.HAZ£ARD — addressee unk (625 N, H utton, P hylly ) 10/77 
i Unk (252 ¡¿diver, F a y u e tte v illa , X ) BUPERS

FRANK L HENRY — No response SUPERS

RICHARD Vi, HILL — No record SUPERS, No lis tin g  NYC phone d ire c to ry

THEODORE RING — Ho response 3/?8 (116U0 S , Y ale, Chicago)

PERRY L KNOX — No such number (511 6 th  Ave, N ashv ille) SUPERS
No lis tin g , phone d ire c to ry  i ,

uliiiiTAM H* LOCKE — no response 10/77 (211 Glenwood lid , B altim o re) V * * -  
EDUARD L* L0NG1CLRE w-  Deceased ( see l e t t e r  from daugh ter)

ilLRiii ¿ATHENS —— Deceased, SUPERS

AUGUSTUS P* LAYO — No response, SUPERS j no phone l i s t in g  (b ro o k ly n )

HOWARD i/CGEE No record SUPERS l£At Henderson, Tenn,

LLOYD iCKTJ.EY — le tte r  retu rned , SUPERS L&At San F rancisco  ($88 l*avy k l. ) 

Â HONSG XPHERSGN — addressee unk 10/77 (U S ire s  S t , Char e s to n  SC) pa.c«Aisi-'

"Status of sea r c h  for  p *c * men —  P a g e  2

. SAUNDERS — le tte r  returned SUPERS (13725 D exter lid , D e tro it)
\TP* no such number 10/77 (3121 S ix th  o t* , D e tro it)

CYRIL 0, SHEPPARD — Interview ed (l$B D, 132 S t* , >TÍG)

JOSEPH R, S MALL —— I nterviewed (UU9 Lewis, Som erset, NJ)

VilLLLE C SUBER — No response SUPERS IKA; Newbury, SC

LDuARD L* vALDRO? — Interview ed (U531 O ix, NE, »«ash, DC)

■* CHAlUEG .'¿IDEiON — No record SUPERS, No response 10/77 (2212 D ruid B i l l ,

A3BERÍI NilLLLALS — no such number BUPERS (1$U6 A rkansas S t* ,  B aton  Fiouge

No record, SUPERS 
no phone listing, -eraphisno phone listing, Denphis ^  xkvVK*

CECIL lit HER—  Deceased, SUPERS
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JUHUS J . ALIEN —  No Record lo ca ted  a t  BuPers, no la s t  known address i n BQ& r̂d 
o f Court P a r tia l (ROOM),no phone lis t in g »  IKA : Baltiinore

MMK ANDERSON —  Deceased (BuPERS le t t e r ,  27 O ct. 1977) v̂ V •*'•*•}»*'$ •’

DOUGIAS g.  ANTHONY —  D eceased. SUPERS le t t e r

'»XiiiJAM E . BANKS —  addressee unknown (2271 7th  Ave, NTC) 10 /77  c a it o g .
Arnett a r  no response from 65 W# 96» NIC ( 3/2 3  n a ilin g )

0^gst-C(»Ui9j| —  (L a st known address)XM s P u lesk i, ^enn. ( 36b Maxwell St.O  ■'
Morris Rnn,>v  V * (  No response to  n a ilin g  10/77

u  —- litiacdffiBaamem No response to  n a ilin g  10/77 (Bib G ray/ Ave*1 1 Winston Salem;■ 9
MARTIN A BQEIDENAVE   l

t a lk

OkE 

CRT

HAYDEN H* CURD -  

CHARES 

BENNON 

GEORGE

11 ' 7  ̂ I * M1IWWUU------\
No such L b e r .  10/77 idling (308 ^  St., Alenas) 

vA ‘ 3 > 0 / 1 6 "*’****(• /h*^ O ' * '
« » »  0. BR0..II _  Addressee unknown (62U E. l63rd St, Bronx) no response fro..

1350 astern Aye, Bronx
**«1««“ - fs :’« « 0

ISHT® g. BUR!© —  addressee unknown (850 Buena Vista pi. Cincinnati, OH)
24CK C. C53EDXE —  addressee unknown (55 W. 116th St, NIC 10026)
jack P. Chittenden —  Interviewed (U337 Sunnytarook Dr., Ltontgonery) 

record forH-----BOPERS mailing. IKS: Indianapolis
h* DAVID «-* addressee unk (53b8 S* Drexel St, Ohicâ o) HU 

—  Deceased* BUPERS

• DlAiioi© —  No response, BOPERS mailing

KENNETH C, DIXON —  No such number (35 W* 132 ST, NYG ) BUYERS

JUIIUS DIXSON —  Declined interview (i|0 Reid St*, Charleston, SC)
J0H11 ;̂ A N o  such nuiribor (353 Osbron St., Brooklyn) 10/77

2SLVIN VI. E U i s  —  No response 10/77 (765 Vi Ulst, Chicago) 
no response 3/78 (785U S/Ellis, chioag0 )

YilLUAli F C ; c e _  addressee unk (U30 Bahattan . Avp, N*C ^°B^I?BUP :RS
c -  , * - y  :

JitMiiS FLOjcD . jq response, BUPERS mailing
SFOIEST J GAINES —  No record BUPERS, addressee urik 10/77 (2b07 Touro, Acw Orleans)
JOHN o. GIPSON —  Mo such number, SUPERS (16U3 Shernan Ave, Dallas
CHAELES a. __ addressee unklO/7? (6553 S. Lang3y, Chicago) 

wrong person (6bl W* 105 St, Chicago) 3/7
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General court-martial, October 24, 1944, convened by Commandant, twelfth 
N a v ^  District

Charge : 

Accused :

Making a mutiny

h jjfk y» /  S. »»*»-

S2C Julius J. Allen, USNR j
S2C Mack Anderson, USNR T  «  ^  0 S d , V  7
S2C Douglas G« Anthony, USNR ^ ^*7
S2C William E0 Banks, USNR —  ÉSdiS \  ̂¡1

h i

K t t s  j & J
( I <njj ru /v

f*fi_ ¡1 *-j
I 1 1 / Pf l ^ Ì T i  11

/V -*-XV »? ^
t[ C C f  <2Ll

S2C Arnett Baugh, USNR 
S2C Morris Berry, USNR 
S2C Martin A. Bordenave, USNR 
SIC Ernest D. §rown, USNR —  /vy Y 
S2C Robert L. Burage, USNR £*'«.#*»•
S2C Mentor G. Burns, U S N R —  y
S2C Zack E. Credle, USNR —
S2C Jack P. Crittenden, USNR —  &  *"
S2C Hayden R. Curd, USNR -  / A'i*‘ 1 v;;-,
S2C Charles L. David, Jr., USNR 1  ~  , k l Q ̂ ,ü

I I
r  j  ^  >wv/

a »
¿C

à , yJ~ )

f i -v .)

/W (X, k<M
USIC Bennon Dees, USNR —  W O -i-d , A  C  ( v ^ y - b - y

S2C George W. Diamond, USNR f  l‘~l c ̂  »u,A ^  ^  k  
S2C Kenneth C. Dixon, USNR ; r c £

n - Lc' )

S2C Julius Dixson, Jr., USNR

)

A-v » J J  )

_j ¿ h  ĉ i- ro ^ '¿ml
S2C John H. Dunn, USNR d - - * H  (l/ .y.; ̂  ^ ° ̂  U  ̂  *7
S2C Melvin W. Ellis, USNR —  4 • v l
SIC William Fleece, Jr., USNR ~ AJY' L S 
S2Ç James Floyd, USNR jj 5 ̂  | f , f 7; , v
SIC Ernest J. Gaines, USNR -- as ̂  L i ^
SIC John 0 .  Gipson, USNR —' i ^  1 xï<-Ki]
S2C Charles C. Gray, USNR r  c^LĈ )a ; /  ̂ >
SIC Ollie E. Green, USNR ^  p C” /» | I E § * Î
SIC Harry E. Grimes, USNR ---- —  D^frvu* i c
SIC Herbert Havis, USNR /V k  u </ U  - Ç ' ~ *  1 ^
SIC Charles N . Hazzard, USNR —
S2C. Frank L. Henry, USNR ;U
S2C Richard W. Hill, USNR —  . S ̂
S2é Theodore King^ USNR —  Ck^^r V  
SIC Perry L. Knox, USNR —  N ̂ SkytlU ^
sic William H* Lock^ USNR*-' ̂  f
S2C Edward L. Longmire, USNR kjf L ̂  C l v 
S2C Miller Matthews, USNR -- ^  r
S2C Augustus P . Mayo, USNR —  C K, y
S 1C Howard McGee, USNR.—  1 ̂ v / « y  -j-» C S ^
SIC Lloyd McKinney, USNR O ü y  ̂  I <{ ç .o n  n

/V

w, C
 ̂ T7w

/  '

y  ^  k  /  i - t  /^H  ky 

0w* / / ^  a
A C /)  .

S2C Alphonso McPherson, USNR 
S2C Freddië Meeks, USNR

, C C  
'k  » .t

C f /■ 
^  f l

/
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SIC Cecil Miller, USNR 
S2C Fleetwood H. Postell, USNR
S2C Edward Saunders, USNR gg*?**k*)
SIC Cyril 0. Sheppard, USNR —  ' r  (it j
SIC Joseph R. Small, USNR —  1

/ V ^ l u ^  , C. C
a/ «; c / U>«oV, ^*c7

;) /¡^ i

CsM

S2C Willie C. Suber, USNR +A 
S2C Edward L. Waldrop, USNR" 
S2C Charles S. Widemon, USNR

Cg f£

n
Csf

/ ̂  ifV t-N ^ 4 ̂

rKv/w?K ^
aAV*-»- ^ l K ( vC

M

SIC Albert Williams, Jr., USNR —  ^ (,v) i
M

5 ? K ;  ¿ . a )

( f — 4 i . 5  (
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PORT CHICAGO STUDY RESEARCH PLAN, PART I

SURVIVORS AND WITNESSES TO LOCATE AMD INTERVIEW

Category Actios (see Research Log for details)

“Mutineers"
10

A f//f 
/ ° / z y  

t o / z v

f r S i  " / r
t z / L

i / z i f r r

/ V  W-u'W

C h
Q

Other enlisted men 
10 of 228 
10 not involved

Ad /<>/-*-{ 
i t / i f

K .4  "/¿I (//<*■ P i t » - )  

l__?iiji) z f c s a to y

L r/vi VltyAS
j c o r ^ ^

/»-

L a .  ? o W 7

Officers 
5 on duty ?/l7 
5 others

Port Chicago 
Townspeople 

20
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Category Action (See research log for details)

"Mutineers”
10

PORT CHICAGO STUDY RESEARCH PLAN, PART I

SURVIVORS/WITNESSES TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW

Other enlisted men 
10 of 228 
10 not involved

Officers
5 serving 7/l?/^ 
5 others

v .
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PORT CHICAGO STUDY RESEARCH PLAN, PART II
OTHER INDIVIDUALS WITH IMPORTANT INFORKATIO
Name Action (See Log for details)

Thurgood Marshall 
TIAACP LDF 
Defense Counsel

Ldf«v- 7/"
todi

Mary Lindsay 
(F./ rptr)
(See Log 8/19 
Sheppard intvw)

Melvin Belli 
(Log, 21A, was 
atty for Eunice 
Van Winkle of PC)

Arthur Dickerson 
(Log 27, knows 
PC men)

Guy Looney 
(Log 27, knows 
blk. mil. hist.)

d] <‘/js

At aim s 
¿ ¿ A X  <♦*

'<Pr. t* ,
dh\f / i i i t  i t f z i
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PORT CHICAGO STUDY RESEARCH PLAN, PART III f  / 

IiSTITUTIOMAL SOURCES (for documentst names/addresses) 

a155® Action (see research log for details)

Mational Archives 
Bill Heimdahl

First contact 3/30/77  ̂3  
visits 5/10, 8/18

^AVY JAG 
C U f f  Kudo 
Cdr* Pope 
Cdr« Buhler

First contact 4/6/77 
visits 5/10, 8/3

NAVY BURPERS 
E« Haslam 
Sharon Cross

Contacts, 8/17,10/3

"aval Const« Batt« 
Ctr, Pt# ueeErenae 
Julie Streets

First contact 4/28/77 
Visit 9/29

Concord iiaval 
Weapons Stn 
(formerly P.C.) 
Al Compaglia

Visit 3/4/77 
Contact 3/18

Federal Record 
Ctr. San Bruno 
Mr« Oim Otsuki

First Contact 5/12
Visit 9/6 f. (and following)

Library of 
Congress

Dr« Sylvia Raider 
Ruth Nicholson

Visit, 8/5 f.

Operational Archives 
Navy History Div« 
D^an C« Allard 
Geraldine Judkins 
Bernard Cavalcante 
Nina Staturn

Visit 8/10 f.

Navy Hist« Lib« 
Capt« Law

[visit 8/11

11th Naval Dist. Contact 5/17 f/

NAACP LDF 
Donna Gloeckner

Visits 9/1, 10/20

NAACP
Nat« office

Visit 9/1/77 W f V  'ViA?
jonuwv Cwt\ u/zi

ROOSEVELT LIBRARY 
Ray Geselbracht

Visit 8/30
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PORT CHICAGO STUDY RESEARC 

INSTITUTIONAL SOURCES (foi 

Nam©

3H PLAN* PART H I  Page 2 

• documents, names/addresses)

Action (see research log for details)

veterans Administration 
(for survivors)

State Archives

Port Chicago Archives

Vallejo Archives

Historical Societies

Local Newspapers 
UCB Library

T ^ n r j r r

Railroad Inv*
(also other private 
investigations)

Coroner,s Inquests

Insurance Co* Inv*

Red Cross files !!o luck, 10/3 * t ’

11th Naval Dist* 
files

Coast Guard files 
(RG 26, at, Archives)

Calif* Hist* Grants



J o h n  S im o n  G u o o e n h e i m  Me m o r i a l  Fo u n d a t i o n

9 0  Pa r k  Av e n u e

N e w  Y o r k

STEPHEN L. SCHLESINGER

June 15, 1977

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That Mr. Robert L. Allen, Writer,
San Francisco? Editor, The Black Scholar, has been . 
appointed by the Trustees of the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation to a Fellowship for the period 
from August 1, 1977 to July 31, 1978.

During this period, Mr. Allen will devote himself 
to a study of the Port Chicago disaster.

A i / f i r . . Allen is respectfully recommended by the John
Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation to the esteem,

% ,, confidence and friendly consideration of all persons 
, to whom he may present this letter, 

i . .) >•



J o h n  S imon G u o o en h eim  Memorial. Fo un d atio n

90 Park Avenue
New  Yo r k

STEPHEN L.SCHLESINOER 
s e c r e t a r y

.f / ■ ■ *
June 15, 1977

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That Mr. Robert L. Allen, Writer,
San Francisco? Editor, The Black Scholar, has been . 
appointed by the Trustees of the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation to a Fellowship for the period 
from August 1, 1977 to July 31, 1978.

During this period, Mr. Allen will devote himself 
to a study of the Port Chicago disaster.

\ » / ̂ iry Allen is respectfully recommended by the John 
Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation to the esteem, 

t confidence and friendly consideration of all persons 
y  j to whom he may present this letter.

> * -*



J o h n  S imon  G u o o b n h c im  Me m o r ia l  Fo u n d a t io n

9 0  Park Av e n u e
New Yo r k

STEPHEN L. SCHLESINGER
S C C R C T A R Y

June 15, 1977

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That Mr. Robert L. Allen, Writer,
San Francisco; Editor, The Black Scholar, has been . 
appointed by the Trustees of the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation to a Fellowship for the period 
from August 1, 1977 to July 31, 1978.

During this period, Mr. Allen will devote himself 
to a study of the Port Chicago disaster.

V » / ̂ lr. Allen is respectfully recommended by the John 
Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation to the esteem,

. % confidence and friendly consideration of all persons
to whom he may present this letter

j



Rpbgrt lu AlleaINVESTIGATOR 
MAILINGASPSCSS 1373 Third AvgJONE 666-3047 PROJECT

TITLE Graduate «MiHpnf 
PERSON TO

____  CONTACT AT Ion

T*,™ S o c ia l  & Behav
_DE PT. ..Sciences-----

SUBMISSION
_DATE ./9A/77

TITI£ A Study of the Consequences of the Port fli^ugn •/,y,
SUBMIT FIFTEEN COMPLETE SETS

Iiames/Titles of all investigators - Name of 
faculty advisor if a student

__________Dr. Virginia Oleaen______
Dept, of Social &  Behav
S c ie n c e s
School of Nursing

Previous History of this Protocol: 
Previous

Y New number
^Modification
Renewal

Expiration
date

Does this submission differ in any way from 
the previously approved protocol:

______  Yes ______ No

Explain any differences within the protocol.

Subjects: (Explain in detail within protocol)

Patients : Number

Source (s)̂

Compensation^

Controls/Normals: 
Number 440-

Source(s)_

Compensation

Will any minors be Involved? ■Ne-
Will any prisoners be Involved?

List all procedures to be done for purposes of 
this study which would not usually be done at 
this time for the care of this person.

JUA.

N/ARadioisotopes :

Will any radioactive materials be used?_ 

What isotopes?__________________________

Has approval of the Radioisotope Safety Comm 
been sought?_________ _ Rec'd_______________

Attach one copy of approval to the application

Drugs:
Name all drugs and dosag'es to be used. Any new 
drugs or drugs used in a new manner or form musl 
have FDA approval. Note those needing clearan^#» 
and the IND number given.

N/A

usas*

THIS IS A COVER PAGE ONLY. THE COMMITTEE ON 
HUMAN RESEARCH REQUIRES FIFTEEN COMPLETE 
PACKETS EACH CONTAINING:

a) a cover letter (optional)
b) this cover page
c) the experimental protocol
d) all (any) consent forms necessary

PLUS: Biree copies of the computer form.

CALL EXTENSION 1307 FCR FORMS AND QUESTIONS

3/1/77

P1

SUPPORT: Every funding application involving
humans as subjects must have a current CHR 
approval. (One CHR approval may be used to cover 
many funding applications if the same procedures 
are involved.) Indicate the funding Source(s) f 
for this project and fill in the Contracts & 
Grants worksheet completely.
Is this study funded? Yes X No_________
#1 Investigator Robert L. Allen_________

Agency Guggenheim Memorial 
Foundation 

#2 Investigator
Agency______ #

#3 Investigator^ 
Agency______"



UNIVERSITY O F CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO

BERKELEY • DAVIS • IRVINE • LOS ANCELES • RIVERSIDE • SAN DIEGO • SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA • SANTA CRUZ

SCHOOL OF NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
1373 THIRD AVENUE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94143

Dr. Henry Goldberg, Chairperson September 22, 1977
Human Subjects Committee 
S-119

Dear Dr. Goldberg:

This will Indicate my sponsorship of the research to be done by Mr. Robert Allen, 
doctoral student in the graduate program in sociology, on the Port Chicago disaster 
of 19^5« I assume responsibility for Mr. Allen's work on this project which I 
believe has considerable significance for the understanding of human response to 
disasters and the sociology of mental, health. We shall appreciate the 
Committee's review of the protocol.

Sincerely,

Profeslor of Sociology



R obert L. A l le n ,  r e s e a r c h e r

PROTOCOL: Study pf the Consequences of the Port Chicago 
Disaster of 1944

"Crisis situations«•.are significant objects of 
sociological inquiry in that they constitute crucibles 
out of which innovations develop."

Tomatsu Shibutani in Improvised News

Background

On the night of July 17, 1944, two transport vessels 
loading ammunition at Port Chicago on the Sacramento River 
suddenly exploded. Over 300 American sailors —  merchant 
seamen and naval enlisted men -- lost their lives in the 
huge blast. Several hundred military personnel and civilians 
were injured. Almost 10,000 civilians suffered various forms 
of property damage totalling millions of dollars in value.
It was the worst home front disaster of World War II.

Three weeks after the explosion the surviving ammunition 
loaders -- all of whom were black naval enlistees -- were 
ordered to return to loading ammunition. Of some 400 
survivors, 258 refused to go back to work* claiming that 
working conditions were unsafe and they were afraid. Even­
tually all of these men returned to work except 50 who 
were then charged with mutiny, court-martialed and found guilty. 
These 50 were imprisoned for 1% years before the sentences 
were set aside by Secretary Forrestal.

For the sociologist physical and social calamities offer 
an opportunity to study stress situations and their con­
sequences. How human beings manage severe stress and how 
they cope with the stressful consequences of calamity are 
matters of interest to the social psychology of health, 
yet little attention has been devoted to the long-term 
consequences of catastrophes. The Port Chicago disaster 
provides a unique opportunity to identify and study these 
consequences.

Specific Aims

The goal of this research project is to study the per­
ceived impact of a major crisis on the lives of the survivors. 
There would be two distinct populations Involved in the study. 
(1) Civilian survivors would be interviewed concerning what 
they perceive as the long-term impact of this disaster on 
their lives: mental and physical health; work; family life 
and living situation; social relationships; habits; attitudes 
and world-view. (2) The Navy survivors would be similarly 
interviewed about the consequences for them of the physical 
disaster (the explosion) and additionally concerning the social 
crisis (the alleged mutiny and resulting trial). The latter 
would involve reconstructing the process by which the work 
stoppage developed, and assessing the significance of this



A lle n /P r o to c o l  Page 2

and the trial for their lives.

Significance
In the field of disaster studies there have been very 

few studies of the long-term social-psychological consequences 
of a major physical disaster or social crisis. Since more 
than 30 years have elapsed since the events at Port Chicago 
it seems likely that any significant consequences would have 
by now become evident in the lives of the survivors. Such 
a study could therefore contribute knowledge to the sociology 
of health and sociology in general by eliciting from survivors 
the long-term social,psychological and health consequences 
of a major disaster. Moreover, this case study could provide 
useful insights into the process by which a social crisis 
('toutiny" and trial) emerged from a physical disaster (explosion).

Methods
My procedure would be to select a sample of military

and civilian survivors (approximately 100) from whom inter­
views would be requested. Questions to be asked would
Include the following:
1. In your opinion, why do you think the explosion occurred?

2. Where were you at the time of the explosion? What did you 
think had happened? What was the immediate impact of the 
explosion on you? your family? your property? What did 
you do?

3. Looking back, what do you think has been the main con­
sequence of this disaster for your life? How have you 
coped with this?

4. In the long run, how has this disaster affected your family, 
your mental and physical health, your work, etc. (this 
would be a series of questions)?

5. What do you think could have been done to change or 
minimize these consequences?

Additional questions for Navy survivors:
. 6. What specific health and safety precautions were in effect 

at Port Chicago?
7. Were there any outstanding grievances among the men before 

the explosion?
8. What steps were being taken to present or remedy these 

grievances?
9. What happened in the days immediately following the explosion?
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10« How and why did some of the men decide not to continue 
loading ammunition?

11. Do you think the full story came out at the trial? If 
not, what would you add?

12« What do you think could have been done to prevent the 
work stoppage?

13• In what ways has your life been affected by these events? 
How have you coped with these consequences?

Cooperation of the Navy Department
I have met In Washington with Department of the Navy 

officials and secured their cooperation In obtaining (1) 
all official documents related to the Port Chicago events, 
Including the record of the court-martial and the record 
of the Navy'8 Investigation of the explosion; (2) access 
to the Navy survivors Involved In these events. (Under the 
conditions of the Privacy Act the Navy cannot directly give 
me the names and addresses of these men, but can forward 
a letter from me requesting an Interview. Replies would be 
sent directly to me for follow-up. I am presently ne­
gotiating with Navy officials to gain access to the names 
and addresses of several thousand civilians who filed 
damage claims. (This list would provide a pool from which 
to select a sample of civilian survivors for Interviews.) 
Informed consent would be obtained from all respondents 
at the time of the Interview (see attached consent form).

Funding
I have been awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship for the 

purpose of studying the Port Chicago disaster.



CONSENT TO ACT AS A RESEARCH PARTICIPANT IN A STUDY OF 
THE PORT CHICAGO DISASTER OF 1944.

I hereby consent to be interviewed by Robert L* Allen 
concerning my experiences in the Port Chicago disaster of 
1944 and its aftermath* I understand that the purpose of 
the interview is to gain a better understanding of these 
events and their impact on the lives of those who ex­
perienced them*

I understand that if the interview in any way ' upsets 
or distresses me I can terminate it at any time without 
jeopardy to myself or my family or my living situation*
I also understand that the interview materials will be 
kept confidential and will not be published without my 
consent* Mr* Allen will arrange the interview at a time 
and in a manner convenient for me*

There are no direct benefits to me, though the in­
formation to be gained will be useful in the larger 
understanding of such events*

If at any time I wish to discuss the study, I may 
call Mr. Allen at (415) 666-3047 and he will be happy 
to discuss any questions I have.

Signature

Date
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Dear Dr. Goldberg:

This will indicate my sponsorship of the research to be done by Mr. Robert Allen, 
doctoral student in the graduate program in sociology, on the Port Chicago disaster 
of I9U5. I assume responsibility for Mr. Allen's work on this project which I 
believe has considerable significance for the understanding of human response to 
disasters and the sociology of mental. health. We shall appreciate the 
Committee's review of the protocol.

Sincerely,

Profeslor of Sociology



Robert L. Allen, researcher

PROTOCOL: Study of the Consequences of the Port Chicago 
Disaster of 1944

"Crisis situations*•.are significant objects of 
sociological inquiry in that they constitute crucibles 
out of which innovations develop."

Tomatsu Shibutani in Improvised News

Background

On the night of July 17, 1944, two transport vessels 
loading ammunition at Port Chicago on the Sacramento River 
suddenly exploded. Over 300 American sailors -- merchant 
seamen and naval enlisted men -- lost their lives in the 
huge blast. Several hundred military personnel and civilians 
were injured. Almost 10,000 civilians suffered various forms 
of property damage totalling millions of dollars in value.
It was the worst home front disaster of World War II.

Three weeks after the explosion the surviving ammunition 
loaders -- all of whom were black naval enlistees -- were 
ordered to return to loading ammunition. Of some 400 
survivors, 258 refused to go back to work, claiming that 
working conditions were unsafe and they were afraid. Even­
tually all of these men returned to work except 50 who 
were then charged with mutiny, court-martialed and found guilty. 
These 50 were imprisoned for 1% years before the sentences 
were set aside by Secretary Forrestal.

For the sociologist physical and social calamities offer 
an opportunity to study stress situations and their con­
sequences. How human beings manage severe stress and how 
they cope with the stressful consequences of calamity are 
matters of interest to the social psychology of health, 
yet little attention has been devoted to the long-term 
consequences of catastrophes. The Port Chicago disaster 
provides a unique opportunity to identify and study these 
consequences.

Specific Aims

The goal of this research project is to study the per­
ceived impact of a major crisis on the lives of the survivors. 
There would be two distinct populations Involved in the study. 
(1) Civilian survivors would be interviewed concerning what 
they perceive as the long-term Impact of this disaster on 
their lives: mental and physical health; work; family life 
and living situation; social relationships; habits; attitudes 
and world-view. (2) The Navy survivors would be similarly 
interviewed about the consequences for them of the physical 
disaster (the explosion) and additionally concerning the social 
crisis (the alleged mutiny and resulting trial). The latter 
would involve reconstructing the process by which the work 
stoppage developed, and assessing the significance of this
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and the trial for their lives.

Significance
In the field of disaster studies there have been very 

few studies of the long-term social-psychological consequences 
of a major physical disaster or social crisis# Since more 
than 30 years have elapsed since the events at Port Chicago 
it seems likely that any significant consequences would have 
by now become evident in the lives of the survivors# Such 
a study could therefore contribute knowledge to the sociology 
of health and sociology in general by eliciting from survivors 
the long-term social,psychological and health consequences 
of a major disaster# Moreover, this case study could provide 
useful insights into the process by which a social crisis 
('taitlny" and trial) emerged from a physical disaster (explosion).

Methods
My procedure would be to select a sample of military

and civilian survivors (approximately 100) from whom inter­
views would be requested# Questions to be asked would
Include the following:
1# In your opinion, why do you think the explosion occurred?

2# Where were you at the time of the explosion? What did you 
think had happened? What was the immediate impact of the 
explosion on you? your family? your property? What did 
you do?

3# Looking back, what do you think has been the main con­
sequence of this disaster for your life? How have you 
coped with this?

4# In the long run, how has this disaster affected your family, 
your mental and physical health, your work, etc# (this 
would be a series of questions)?

5# What do you think could have been done to change or 
minimize these consequences?

Additional questions for Navy survivors:
6# What specific health and safety precautions were in effect 

at Port Chicago?
7# Were there any outstanding grievances among the men before 

the explosion?
8# What steps were being taken to present or remedy these 

grievances?
9# What happened in the days immediately following the explosion?
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10« How and why did some of the men decide not to continue 
loading ammunition?

11« Do you think the full story came out at the trial? If 
not, what would you add?

12« What do you think could have been done to prevent the 
work stoppage?

13. In what ways has your life been affected by these events? 
How have you coped with these consequences?

Cooperation of the Navy Department

I have met in Washington with Department of the Navy 
officials and secured their cooperation in obtaining (1) 
all official documents related to the Port Chicago events, 
including the record of the court-martial and the record 
of the Navy18 investigation of the explosion; (2) access 
to the Navy survivors Involved in these events. (Under the 
conditions of the Privacy Act the Navy cannot directly give 
me the names and addresses of these men, but can forward 
a letter from me requesting an interview. Replies would be 
sent directly to me for follow-up. I am presently ne­
gotiating with Navy officials to gain access to the names 
and addresses of several thousand civilians who filed 
damage claims. (This list would provide a pool from which 
to select a sample of civilian survivors for interviews.) 
Informed consent would be obtained from all respondents 
at the time of the interview (see attached consent form).

Funding

I have been awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship for the 
purpose of studying the Port Chicago disaster.



CONSENT TO ACT AS A RESEARCH PARTICIPANT IN A STUDY OF 
THE PORT CHICAGO DISASTER OF 1944.

I hereby consent to be interviewed by Robert L. Allen 
concerning my experiences in the Port Chicago disaster of 
1944 and its aftermath. I understand that the purpose of 
the interview is to gain a better understanding of these 
events and their impact on the lives of those who ex­
perienced them.

I understand that if the Interview in any w a y ' upsets 
or distresses me I can terminate it at any time without 
jeopardy to myself or my family or my living situation.
I also understand that the interview materials will be 
kept confidential and will not be published without my 
consent. Mr. Allen will arrange the interview at a time 
and in a manner convenient for me.

There are no direct benefits to me, though the in­
formation to be gained will be useful in the larger 
understanding of such events.

If at any time I wish to discuss the study, I may 
call Mr. Allen at (415) 666-3047 and he will be happy 
to discuss any questions I have.

Signature



R o b e r t  L. A l l e n

PROFOSAL FOR A STUDY OF THE PORT CHICAGO DISASTER

On th e  n i g h t  o f  J u l y  17 , 1944 , two n a v a l  t r a n s p o r t  v e s s e l s  
l o a d i n g  a m m u n it io n  a t  P o r t  C h icag o  on San F r a n c i s c o  Bay s u d d e n ly  
e x p lo d e d .  The ru m b le  o f  t h e  huge  b l a s t  b ro k e  windows i n  h o u s e s  
a s  f a r  a s  20 m i l e s  aw ay; t h e  g l a r e  o f  th e  e x p l o s i o n  was s e e n  i n  
tow ns f o r  50 m i l e s  a r o u n d .  As t h e  smoke c l e a r e d  t h e  g r im  c o u n t i n g  
o f  t h e  d e ad  - -  w h a t  c o u ld  be fo u n d  o f  them - -  b e g a n .  Over 300 
A m e ric an  s a i l o r s  - -  m e rc h a n t  seam en and  n a v a l  e n l i s t e d  men - •  
l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  P o r t  C h icag o  d i s a s t e r .  I t  was t h e  w o r s t  
home f r o n t  d i s a s t e r  o f  W orld  War I I .

A l l  o f  t h e  n a v a l  e n l i s t e d  men who d i e d  — some 250 am m u n it io n  
• lo a d e r s  - -  w e re  b l a c k .  I n  f a c t ,  e v e r y  man l o a d i n g  a m m u n it io n  a t  
P o r t  C h ic ag o  w as b l a c k ,  and  e v e r y  c o m m iss io n ed  o f f i c e r  and  c h i e f  
p e t t y  o f f i c e r  was w h i t e .  T h is  was t h e  u s u a l  J im  Crow p o l i c y ,  a n d  
t h e  young  n a v a l  e n l i s t e e s  h ad  n o t  b e e n  s u r p r i s e d  by  t h i s  f a c t .

B u t t h e  h o r r i b l e  e x p l o s i o n  c h a n g e d  some o f  t h e  s u r v i v o r s ;  
t h e y  w e re  f e a r f u l  and  t h e r e  w e re  t h i n g s  t h e y  c o u ld  no l o n g e r  a c c e p t .  
I t  w a s n ’ t  j u s t  s e g r e g a t i o n ;  i t  was t h e  l a c k  o f  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h i s  
d a n g e r o u s  w o rk ,  i t  was t h e  l a c k  o f  s a f e t y  p r e c a u t i o n s ,  i t  was a  
h o s t  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  h a d  t r o u b l e d  some o f  t h e  men i n  t h e  weeks b e f o r e  
t h e  d i s a s t e r .  A f t e r  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  t h e  Navy b r o u g h t  i n  sw ing  b a n d s  - 
a n d  USO shows t o  b o o s t  t h e  s h a t t e r e d  m o ra le  o f  t h e  s u r v i v o r s ;  
none  o f  them  was g i v e n  a  l e a v e .  L e ss  t h a n  two w eeks a f t e r  t h e  
d i s a s t e r  some o f  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  w e re  o r d e r e d  t o  go b a c k  t o  l o a d i n g  
a m m u n i t io n ;  m o s t  o f  them  r e f u s e d .  O th e r s  w e re  o r d e r e d  t o  go b a c k  
an d  s t i l l  m ore r e f u s e d .  Some o f  t h e s e  w e re  p u t  i n  t h e  b r ig ,*  o t h e r s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  u n i t s .  Then on A u g u s t  9 th  a l l  o f  t h e  r e m a in in g  
s u r v i v o r s  - -  some 400 men - -  w e re  o r d e r e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  th e  l o a d i n g .  
Of t h e s e ,  25 7 , a d m i t t i n g  t h e y  w e re  a f r a i d ,  r e f u s e d  an d  w e re  p l a c e d  
u n d e r  m a r in e  g u a r d .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d ay s  o f f i c e r s  c a j o l e d  an d  
t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  men, b u t  50 s t i l l  r e f u s e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  ammuni­
t i o n  l o a d i n g .  T h ese  50 w e re  c h a r g e d  w i t h  c o n s p i r a c y  t o  m u t in y  - -  
a  c r im e  w h ic h  c o u ld  mean l i f e  im p r iso n m e n t  o r  d e a t h .

The men w e re  b r o u g h t  t o  t r i a l  t h e  n e x t  m o n th .  The d e f e n s e  
- -  h a n d l e d  by  n a v a l  o f f i c e r s  - -  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  men w e re  i n  s h o c k ,  
i n  f e a r  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  on O c to b e r  2 4 ,  1944, 
a l l  o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t s  - -  many i n  t h e i r  t e e n s  an d  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s  — 
w e re  c o n v i c t e d .  Ten w e re  s e n t e n c e d  t o  15 y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n ;  11 
t o  10 y e a r s ;  24 t o  12 y e a r s ;  and  5 t o  8 y e a r s .

S e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b l a c k  p r e s s  h a d  e x p r e s s e d  o u t r a g e  a t  t h e  m u t in y  
c h a r g e s ,  an d  t h e r e  w as c o n s i d e r a b l e  p u b l i c  o u t c r y  d u r i n g  and  a f t e r  
t h e  t r i a l .  The c a s e  was t o  be r e v ie w e d  by  t h e  Ju d g e  A d v o ca te  
G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U .S . Navy; h i s  d e c i s i o n  i n  t u r n  t o  be r e v ie w e d  b y  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Navy Jam es V. F o r r e s t a l .

T h u rg o o d  M a r s h a l l ,  t h e n  a n  a t t o r n e y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  A dvancem ent o f  C o lo re d  P e o p l e ,  who was an  
o b s e r v e r  a t  t h e  t r i a l ,  s t a t e d :

MThe men a c t u a l l y  d o n ’ t  know w h a t  h a p p e n e d .  Had t h e y  b e e n  
g i v e n  a  d i r e c t  and  s p e c i f i c  o r d e r  t o  l o a d  a m m u n it io n  an d  had  r e ­
f u s e d  t o  o b e y  t h a t  o r d e r ,  t h e n  t h e  c h a r g e  w ou ld  be  l e g i t i m a t e .
B u t t h e y  s a y  no d i r e c t  o r d e r  t o  l o a d  was i s s u e d  them . They w e re  
a s k e d  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w ou ld  l o a d ,  and  t h e y  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  
a f r a i d .

’’They t o l d  me t h a t  t h e y  w e re  w i l l i n g  t o  go t o  j a i l  t o  g e t  a
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change of duty because of their terrific fear of the explosives, 
but they had no idea that verbal expression of their fear con­
stituted mutiny." '

Thus, whether a direct order was given was a key issue in the 
trial and review; there was testimony on both sides of the question.

No official psychologist was called to testify in the case, 
but several specialists made statements supporting the defense’s 
arguments regarding the men1s state of mind.

Another troublesome issue concerned pre-trial interviews 
with the men by Navy investigators. These interviews - - i n  which 
the men discussed the reasons for their actions -- were placed in 
evidence, but the defense argued that these interviews were not 
verbatim transcriptions but were recordings of what the interviewers 
thought was important.

The case went through review channels and the convictions 
were upheld. Meanwhile, petitions and appeals for clemency were 
coming in from many sources, including the daily press. Finally, 
following intervention by Mr. Marshall and the NAACP on behalf 
of the defendants, it was announced that the convictions had been 
set aside and that the men were restored to duty on probation 
and were then presumably overseas." This was in January, 1946, 
a year and a half after the Port Chicago explosion.

Following the Port Chicago disaster and several lesser incidents 
the Navy’s Bureau of Personnel issued several directives designed 
to alleviate some of the grievances voiced by black enlistees.

I believe that the Port Chicago disaster and the subsequent 
trial are significant events in American history. The magnitude 
of the disaster and its nature, the questions raised at the trial, 
the role of public, pressure, the ensuing changes in the Navy's 
racial policies -- all these make this an incident well worth care­
ful and thorough study. Yet there has been no extensive study of 
the Port Chicago disaster. The incident is barely mentioned in 
John Hope Franklin's standard black history text, From Slavery to 
Freedom; A History of Negro Americans (New York: Vintage Books, 1969). 
There is a brief account in Florence Murray's Negro Handbook, 1946- 
1947 (reprinted in Herbert Aptheker's A Documentary History of the 
Negro People in the United States, 1933-1945; Secaucus, N.J.: Ci­
tadel Press , 1974); this account is repeated in Dennis Nelson's 
The Integration of the Negro into the U.S. Navy (New York: Farrar, 
Straus and Young, 1951). A review of the annual volumes of Writings 
on American History to 1960, and the Comprehensive Dissertation Index, 
l86l-l972, reveals no study of the Port Chicago disaster.

1 would like to research and write a narrative history of the 
disaster and the trial. I believe it would be possible to interest 
a university o£ commercial press in publication of this study.

There are adequate resources available for undertaking this 
study. I would plap to make use of records of the Navy's inves­
tigation of the explosion, transcripts of the trial, documents in 
the archives of the NAACP, published accounts of the explosion and 
trial in newspapers and magazines. Further, I would plan to locate 
and interview: (1) surviving defendants, (2) other survivors and 
witnesses of the explosion, (3) attorneys and officers involved in 
the investigation and trial. This would necessitate travel to New 
York City, Washington, D.C. and possibly other cities. In this 
manner I would expect to develop an in-depth and well rounded account
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3/30/77: I telephoned National Archives, Washington, D.C. Was
referred to Sandy Smith and William Heimdahl, Yay Navy Archivists, 
Navy and Old Army Branch (202 523-3229). Spoke to Heimdahi who 
said he would research records and call me back.

4/1/77: Call from Heimdahl with report as follows:

Some references to Pt. Chicago in general correnpondence of 
Secretary of Navy and Bureau of Naval Personnel, Nt National 
Archives, Naval Archives.

Court of Inquiry Records are at Central Records, Navy1s Judge 
Advocate. Contact: Hr. Johnson, 202 OX 4 - 5368.

Some material on Port Chicago at Naval History Division, Operational 
Archives Branch. Contact: Bernard Cavalcante, 202 433-3170.

Also check Naval Library, 202 433-4131 §4 or 4132
They may have a history of the Port Chicago Naval magazine.

Bureau of Ordnance history book, 2 vols. SELECTED AMMUNITION DEPOTS 
Check Entry 127 in GUIDE TO U.S. NAVAL ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY OF WWII

Check WWII correspondence of Bureau of Ordnance under File Symbol 
NT 4-56 (Port Chicago file symbol). Files located at General 
Archives Division, Federal Record Center, Suitland, Maryland 
301 763-7410. (there is a shuttle bus from Natl. Archives in D.C.)

Also some discussion of Pt. Chicago in War Shipping Administration 
Records, Record Group 248, industrial and Social Branch of (Nat?) 
Archives. 523-3119

Official Histories citad by Heimdahl as useful:

Buford Rowland & William B. Boyd, US NAYY, BUREAU OF ORDNANCE IN 
WWII, published by Ordnance Dept, of U.S. Navy.

BUILDING THE N AVY’S BASES IN WWII: HISTORY OF THE BUREAU OF YARDS 
AND DOCKS AND THE CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS, 1940-1946, by Bureau of 
Yards and Docks, U.S. Govt. Printing Office, 1947.

Bureau of Yards and Docks Archives are located at:

Command Historian
Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
Historical Office CODE 19
U.S. Naval Construction Battalion Center , \
Pfcrt Hueneme , Calif. 93041 ( o f L~" £> c ^ 1
Contact: Mr. Transano, historian 
Julie Streets, Archivist 
805 982-5146
Heimdahl thinks they may have info, on Pt. Chicago Naval Magazine



Port Chicago —  Initial Research contacts

3/30/77: I telephoned National Archives, Washington, D.C. Was
referred to Sandy Smith and William Heimdahl, Yay Navy Archivists, 
Navy and Old Army Branch (202 523-3229). Spoke to He im da Hi 1 who 
said he would research records and call me back.

4/1/77: Call from Heimdahl with report as follows:

Some references to Pt. Chicago in general correnpondence of 
Secretary of Navy and Bureau of Naval Personnel, Nt National 
Archives, Naval Archives.

Court of Inquiry Records are at Central Records, Navy’s Judge 
Advocate. Contact: Mr. Johnson, 202 OX 4 - 5368.

Some material on Port Chicago at Naval History Division, Operational 
Archives Branch. Contact: Bernard Cavalcante, 202 433-3170.

Also check Naval Library, 202 433-4131 && or 4132
They may have a history of the Port Chicago Naval magazine.

Bureau of Ordnance history book, 2 vols. SELECTED AMMUNITION DEPOTS 
Check Entry 127 in GUIDE TO U.S. NAVAL ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY OF WWII

Check WWII correspondence of Bureau of Ordnance under File Symbol 
NT 4-56 (Port Chicago file symbol). Files located at General 
Archives Division, Federal Record Center, Suitland, Maryland 
301 763-7410. (there is a shuttle bus from Natl. Archives in D.C.)

Also some discussion of Pt. Chicago in War Shipping Administration 
Records, Record Group 248, industrial and Social Branch of (Nat?) 
Archives. 523-3119

Official Histories citád by Heimdahl as useful:

Buford Rowland & William B. Boyd, US NAYY, BUREAU OF ORDNANCE IN 
WWII, published by Ordnance Dept, of U.S. Navy.

BUILDING THE NAV Y ’S BASES IN WWII: HISTORY OF THE BUREAU OF YARDS 
AND DOCKS AND THE CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS, 1940-1946, by Bureau of 
Yards and Docks, U.S. Govt. Printing Office, 1947.

Bureau of Yards and Docks Archives are located at:

Command Historian
Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
Historical Office CODE 19
U.S. Naval Construction Battalion Center , \
Pfcrt Hueneme, Calif. 93041 A - ^  ^

Contact: Mr. Transano, historian 
Julie Streets, Archivist 
805 982-5146
Heimdahl thinks they may have info, on Pt. Chicago Naval Magazine
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Heimdahl said he would check office files of Frank Knox and 
Forrestal for any Pt. Chicago material, but doubted any would be 
there. Will call back next week if he finds anything.

Address for Heimdahl:

William Heimdahl 
Navy and Old Army Branch 
National Archives 
Washington, D.C. 20408

Heimdahl sed he would send me a brochure on how to make use 
of the Archives.

Heimdahl also said something about Court martial trial records 
being in Record Group 125, Navy * s Judge Advocate General, General 
Archives Division, Suitland, Md.

4/6/77: I called Mr. Johnson at Navy's Judge Advocate General 
re trial trnascript. He referred roe to:

Mr. Clifford Kudo
Office of the Judge Advocate General of the Navy Dept. 
Washington, D.C. 20370

202 694-4906 or 7

Kudo has in his office the transcript consisting of about 1,700 
pages and entitled "Case of Julius J. Allen, Seaman 2nd Class, 
U.S.N.R., et. al."

Will hold for me to review in May. Said I can have a copy made 
for about $150.00. Said a television person had contacted him 
about the case ix and may have a copy of transcript made (Find 
out who this is, what their interest is).



Pt. Chicago 2/2/2/2 2 ^

Heimdahl said he would check office files of Frank Knox and 
Forrestal for any Pt. Chicago material, but doubted any would be 
there. Will call back next week if he finds anything.

Address for Heimdahl:

William Heimdahl 
Navy and Old Army Branch 
National Archives 
Washington, D.C. 20408

Heimdahl sed he would send me a brochure on how to make use 
of the Archive s.

Heimdahl also said something about Court martial trial records 
being in Record Group 125, Navy’s Judge Advocate General, General 
Archives Division, Suitland, Md.

4/6/77: I called Mr. Johnson at Navy’s Judge Advocate General 
re trial trnascript. He referred me to:

Mr. Clifford Kudo
Office of the Judge Advocate General of the Navy Dept. 
Washington, D.C. 20370

202 694-4906 or 7

Kudo has in his office the transcript consisting of about 1,700 
pages and entitled "Case of Julius J. Allen, Seaman 2nd Class, 
U.S.N.R., et. al."

Will hold for me to review in May. Said I can have a copy made 
for about $150.00. Said a television person had contacted him 
about the case ix and may have a copy of transcript made (Find 
out who this is, what their interest is).



Research Notes 4/28/77

1* Called Clifford Kudo* Made appt to see Court martial 
transcript on Tuesday, 5/10, 9:30 am. He is located in Navy 
Annex (nr Pentagon). Room 2518 (ax 2nd floor, 5th wing) on 
the Columbia Pike. He suggested I take Eastern airlines 
shuttle flight (leaves every hour) from LaGuardia to National. 
His phone is 202 694-4906. Said personal check okay for 
ordering copy of xscript.

2. Called Bill Heimdahl at Natl Archives. Made appt. to see 
him afternoon of 5/10. Archives located on Pennsylvania Ave., 
betw. 7th and 9th Sts. His phone 523-3229. Said he would send 
some material on using the Archives.

3. Called U.S. Supreme Court. Spoke with Justice Marshall's 
secy, Miss. McHail (?)• Phone 202 393-1640. She siad Marshall 
not granting interviews, but she also suggested I write him
a note explaining my work and requesting interview. Send to 
Mr. Justice Thurgood Marshall, U.S. Supreme Court, Washington, 
DC 20543.

4. Called Julie Streets, Archivist, at Port Hueneme, Calif. 
(Bureau of Yards and Docks Archives). She said they have 
materials on Pt. Chicago. Will look them up and get back to 
me in a few weeks (She also mentioned that another researcher 
was seeking these materials a couple of years ago.) They 
are located near Santa Barbara.

5. Miscellaneous notes: 3/18/77 -- called A1 Compaglia,
Public Affairs Officer at Rxhkxx Concord Naval Weapons Station« 
(Phone 671-2511). He said all they have is a scxapbook on 
the Pt. C. disaster. Referred me to the National Archives.
\Said I could come up and look at the scrap book.

/3/4/77 -- Made brief trip to Pt. Chicago for look-see. Town 
no longer exists. Facility has been incorporated into Concord 
Naval Weapons Station. Tried to see publi s i f a x i s  affairs 
officer but he was busy. Trip is 50 miles one-way from S.F.
(at ii k  15c per mile plus 50c toll that comes to $15.50 expenses) 
A secretary there suggested I check out local newspapers for 
accounts, including: Concord Transcript; Pittsburgh Post-Dispatch 
Antioch Ledger.

4/77 -- talked with Lenny Schatzman, UCSF. He suggested I check 
out lawsuits resulting from the explosion. For comparative 
perspective look at other mutiny situations, and coal mine 
disasters. From theoretical perspective he suggested X consider 
risk factor in terms of deterrence (prevention); mitigation of 
effects; emergency plans/actions; responsibility/accountability.

REFERENCES for comparative materials on strikes:

E.T. Hiller, THE STRIKE: ASTUDY IN COLLECTIVE ACTION 
Univ. of Chicago, 1928

Alvin Gouldner, Wildcat Strike.



5/10/77

Visited Mr. Kudo at Naval Annex in Washington. Reviewed copy 
of mutiny trial transcript which included:

1. Some material that was "deleted” ; I was not allowed to study 
this although was inadvertently shown it and scanned it briefly*
A note on the cover sheet of this material said something about 
not showing it to someone named Schonfeld (a journalist or TV 
person, I think)* About 50 pages of material, among it a letter 
or memo from N*H. Goss, Commanding Officer, dated 13 August 1944 -- 
contains references to racial aspects of the case including reference 
to the "mentality” of the Negro seamen; a letter or memo dated 
12 August 1944 (perhapd also from Goss, but not sure) -- referred 
to having received complaints from the men, described some of them 
as "troublemakers” , possibly influenced by "propaganda” ; a "Memo 
For (to) the President" - - a  one-page document, only saw the title* 

These materials were removed from the file in my presence* 1 
was not allowed to study them or take notes from them* I asked 
to do so; Kudo referred the matter to his superior, who refused me 
permission* Not knowing the legal standing of this material I 
did not press the matter further*

Upon reflection it would seem important to get access to this 
material since it reveals something about Navy officials' thinking 
in the weeks before the court-martial* Three approaches seems 
possible: Write ai& a letter to the JAG, Navy Dept, D*C* 20370 
requesting access to these deleted materials (this course suggested* 
by Kudo); seek informal access to the material; try to locate the 
material elsewhere. 1 think I should try the latter first, since 
at this point 1 don't want to alienate the JAG office by raising 
a stink. But if all else fails I should probably file suit under 
Freedom of Info Act.

2* An appeals brief filed by Thurgood Marshall* Mentions that 
this the largest court-martial in Navy history; first mutiny 
trial in USN during WWII. Mentions great press and magazine 
coverage, creating impression of mutinous Negroes* Attacked 
references in Xxxii trial transcript to hearsay reports of 
meetings held by the defendants to plan what to do (ksfaxE 
after explosion); statements about need to "stick together"; 
statement abt "having the officers by the balls" and "don't 
work for the white mother fuckers*”

3* Transcript of mtg between Marshall and Rear Admiral F*L*
Lowe, Asst* JAG, 4/3/45*

4* Summary of, testimony in trial —  including reference to racing men 
in loading ammunition*

5. Full transcript of the court-martial (declassified 3/8/72)

6* Verdict in trail (men to be confined at Terminal Island 
(San Pedro), Calif*

7* Cards listing name, address, birthplace, service record of 
each defendant*

MISSING from these files are:

1* Material on final disposition of the case (Sentences were 
set aside in 1/46)
2* Pretrial statements made by defendants*
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Kudo gave me a list of the 50 defendants, to which I added 
their home addresses and places of birth.
(Note: Km Clifford Kudo's home address is on Connecticut Ave., 
if I need to reach him)

Iasked about obtaining Navy's investigation of the explosion.
Was referred next door to investigations office. Was told 
there that I could see it under Freedom of Info Act. Must write 
letter to Office of JAG, Code 21, Navy Dept., DC 20370. Indicate 
purpose of my research, that confidentiality will be protected, 
when I plan to visit their office. Write at least two week ahead 
of visit. This info provided by a Commander Buehler (?)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES visit.

Met with Heimdahl. Obtained reseracher id. card,

Heimdahl said they have correspondence of the Bureua of Yards and 
Docks thru 1944; also unclassified correspondence of the Secy 
of Navy. Said Fed. Record Ctr at Suitland has general correspondence 
of Bureau of Ordinance.

H. advised that gen. correspondence of 12th Naval District may 
be at Fed. Records Ctr, 1000 Commodore Drive, San Bruno (876-9001) 
Suggested 1 also chekc with Commandant of 12th Naval District 
re these and other records.

Also referred me to Operational Archives, U.S. Naval History 
Division, Bldg 210, 4th Floor, Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374 
(202) 433-3170 Contacts: Geraldine Judkins, Bernard Cavalcante.
They have classified correspondence.

I reviewed some general correspondences indexes and located the 
following which must see when I return:

Gen. Correspondence 7/1/44 -- 6/30/45

/Pl-4(8)/NTl-32 
(pi-4(8)/NTl-32, 11-17-44 
Sixfet&MHS 
NT1-32/L11-1 
A 18 (H.R.5101)

Gen. Corres. 7/1/45 -- 6/30/46

Lll-15 (Clark, Etta)
QB (565)/A9
NT1-32/L11-1
A4-2/NT1-32
NT1-32/P8-5
P8-1(3)/NB(245)
Pl-4(8)/NB(245)

PHOTOGRAPHS (18th floor) Many photos listed under 
239063-239131 and 243056-243078. Glossy prints: $4 each.

d  y i  NOTE: Ships that exploded were: SS Ouinalt Victory and _SS E.A. Bryan
Could not locate any films, but got some leads (see attachment)
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Kr, Bernard Chertok (Paramount-Pathe) 
Sherman Grinberg Film Libraries, Inc. 
630 Ninth Avenue 
New York, New York 10036 
212 765-5170

Mr. Jack Muth 
Movietone News, Inc.
1345 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10019

John E. Allen, Inc. (Kinograms)
116 North Avenue
Park Nidge, New Jersey 07656
201 391-3299

Ms. Carmen Pugliese 
Time—Life, Inc.
43 West 16th Street

Y°rk, New York 10020 
212 556-4770



Hr. Ted Troll
MGM-Hearst Metrotone Hews, Inc. 
235 Hast 45th Street 
New York, New York 10017 
212 602-7690

Library Manager 
Visnews Limited 
Cumberland Avenue 
London NW1C7EH 
England

Alain De Charabure 
Chef du Service Audio-Visuel 
Socie'té Nouvelle des Etablissements 

Gaumont
30, Avenue Charles de Gaulle 
92200 Neuilly 
Paris, France
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5/12/77 Ó

1« Was told by Kudo that San Jose State library had obtained a 
copy of court martial transcript in 1968. Shoudl try to get access 
to their copy. Otherwise can send Kudo chek for $142.60 to have 
another copy made.

Telephoned Bernice Redford at SJS library (408 277-3373).
Bhe could not locate copy, but said would check further.
f'L. Jt —

2. Called Fed. Récords Ctr, San Bruno (876-9001). Spoke with 
Jim Otsuki who said they have gen. correspondence of 12th Naval 
District there, but this district now merged with 11th and I 
must contact them for permission and file codes. Said I should 
write to Commandant, 11th Naval District, San Diego, CA 92132.

¿f Aj



5/15/77 NOTE: When in Washington this simmer I should try to 
get access to the Disaster Studies materials. Write to:

Dr. Charles Fritz 
National Research Council 
National Academy of Sciences 
Washington, DC

5/16/77 telephoned Kudo at JAG in DC, Requested copy of Pt,
Chicago transcript. He said make out check for 142,60 to 
Treasury of the U.S., and ,mail to Office of the JAG, Code 20,
Dept, of Nayy, Wash, DC 20370, (I did this on 5/17)

I also asked for name of TV outfit that was interest in Pt, Chicago, 
They are: Maurice W, Schonfeld, Magaging Director

Independent Television News Association 
Satellite News Servicd 
220 East 42nd Street 
New York, NY 10017

I should follow up to see what there interest is. They may also 
be allies if I have to file suit to get the deleted materials 
which were to be withheld from Schonfeld.

I asked Kudo about getting citations for the deleted materials 
so I could request them. He said I should simply request access 
to the deleted interoffice memos in the Port Chicago file.

Note: Kudo will be in SF on vacation from 7/5 til 7/17.

5/17/77 —  Wrote letter^ to Commandant, 11th Naval District in 
San Diego requesting access to gen. correspondence files of 
12th naval district at Fed. Rec. Ctr in San Bruno,

Wrote letter to JAG, Code 21 (Investigations unit) in DC 
requesting access to Pt. Chicago explosion investigation rpt,

O  /V / i / O—  A- J



Port Chicago --Initial Research contacts

3/30/77 : I telephoned National Archives, Washington, D.C. Wasreferred to Sandy Smith and-William Heimdahl, ¥sy Navy Archivists, Navy and Old Army Branch (202 523-3229). Spoke to He ini da M who said he would research records and call ire back.
4/1/77Call from Heimdahl with .report as follows:
Some references to Pt. Chicago in general correnpondence of Secretary of Navy and Bureau -of Nhval Personnel, Mt National ' Archives, Nava 1/Archives."

. Court of Inquiry Records are -at Central Records,•Navy's Judge Advocate. Contact: Hr. Johnson, 202 OH 4 - 5368.
Some material on Pfcrt Chicago at Naval History Division, Operational 
Archives Branch. Contact': Bernard Cavalcante, 202 433-3170.
Also check Naval Library, 202. 433-4131 £4 or 4132They may have a history of the.Port Chicago Naval magazine.e
Bureau of Ordnance, history book, 2 vols. SELECTED AMMUNITION DEPOTS 
Check Entry 127 in GUIDE TO U. S. NAVAL ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY OF WWII
Check WWII correspondence c f Eureau of Ordnance under File Symbol NT 4-56 (Port Chicago file symbol). Files located* at General 
Archives Division, Federal Record Center, Suit land*, Maryland 301 763-7410. (there is a shuttle bus from Natl. Archives in D.C.)
Also some discussion of Pt. ~Chicago in War Shipping Administration Records, Record Group 243, industrialx-and Social Branch of (Nat?) 
Archives. 523-3119

Official Histories cited by Heimdahi as useful:
Buford Rowland & William B.bBoyd, US NAVY, BUREAU OF ORDNANCE IN FwT̂ vWII, published by Ordnance Dept. of U,S. Navy,
BUILDING THE NAVY'S BASES IN WWII: HISTORY OF THE BUREAU OF YARDS 
AND DOCKS AND THE CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS, 1940-1946, by Bureau of 
Yards and Docks, U.S. Govt. Printing Office, 1947.
Bureau of Yards and Docks Archives are located at:

b Command HistorianNaval Facilities Engineering Comm and b 
Historical Office CODE 19 
U.S. Naval Construction Battalion Center 
Ptirt Hueheme, Calif. 93041
Contact: Mr. Transano, historian 
Julie Streets, Archivist 805 982-5146
Heimdahi thinks they may have info, on Pt. Chicago Naval Magazine



Pt. Chicago 2/2/2/2

Heiffdahi said he would check office files of Frank Knox and Forrestal for any Pt. Chicago material; but doubted any would be_ there. Will call back next week if he finds anything.
Address for Heimdahl:
William HeimdahlNavy and Old Army Branch ,National Archives Washington, D.C. 20408
Heimdahl sed he would send ire a brochure on how to make use of J:he Archives.
Heimdahl also said something about Court martial trial records being in Record Group 125, Navy's Judge Advocate General, General Archives Division, Suitland, Md.

4/6/77: I called Mr. Johnson at Navy's Judge Advocate, General re trial trnascript. He referred me to:
Mr. Clifford KudoOffice of the Judge Advocate General of the Navy Dept. Washington, D.C. 20370
202 694-4906 or 7
Kudo has in his office the transcript consisting of about 1,700 pages and entitled "Case of Julius J. Allen, Seaman 2nd Class, U.S.N.R., et. al,"
Will hold for me to review in May. Said I can have a copy made for about $150.00. Said a tele\ision person had̂ contacted him about the case is and may have a copy of transcript made (Find out who this is, what their interest is).



Research Notes 4/28/77

1* CAlled Clifford Kudo* Made appt to see Court martial 
transcript on Tuesday» 5/10» 9:30 am. He Is located In Navy 
Annex (nr Pentagon)* Room 2518 (ax 2nd floor» 5th wing) on 
the Columbia Pike. He suggested 1 take Eastern airlines 
shuttle flight (leaves every hour) from LaGuardla to National*
His phone is 202 694*4906* Said personal check okay for 
ordering copy of xscrlpt«
2* Called Bill Heim dahi at Natl Archives* Made appt* to see 
him afternoon of 5/10* Archives located on Pennsylvania Ave*» 
betw* 7th and 9th Sts* His phone 523*3229* Said he would send 
some material on using the Archives*

3* Called U.S. Supreme Court* Spoke with Justice Marshall's 
secy» Miss. McHall (?)* Phone 202 393*1640. She slad Marshall 
not granting interviews» but she also suggested X write him 
a note explaining my work and requesting Interview* Send to 
Mr* Justice Thurgood Marshall» U*S* Supreme Court» Washington»
DC 20543*
4* Called Julie Streets» Archivist» at Port Hueneme» Calif*
(Bureau of Yards and Docks Archives)* She said they have 
materials on Pt* Chicago* Will look them up and get back to 
me in a few weeks (She also mentioned that another researcher 
was seeking these materials a couple of years ago*) They 
are located near Santa Barbara*
5* Miscellaneous notes: 3/18/77 ** called A1 Compaglla»
Public Affairs Officer at tencxm Concord Naval Weapons Station* 
(Phone 671*2511)* He said all they have is a scrapbook on 
the Pt* C* disaster* Referred me to the National Archives*
Said I could come up and look at the scrap book*
3/4/77 **» Made brief trip to Pt* Chicago for look*see* Town 
no longer exists* Facility has been incorporated into Concord 
Naval Weapons Station* Tried to see publl xffxxix affairs 
officer but he was busy* Trip is 50 miles one-way from S*F*
(at iSft 15c per mile plus 50c toll that comes to $15*50 expenses)
A secretary there suggested X check out local newspapers for 
accounts» including! Concord Transcript; Pittsburgh Post«Dispatch; 
Antioch Ledger*
4/77 ** talked with Lenny Schatzman* UCSF. He suggested X check 
out lawsuits resulting from the explosion* For comparative 
perspective look at other mutiny situations» and coal mine 
disasters* From theoretical perspective he suggested X consider 
risk factor in terms of deterrence (prevention); mitigation of 
effects; emergency plans/actions; responsibility/accountability*

REFERENCES for comparative materials on strikes:
E.T* Hiller» THE STRIKE: ASTUDY XN COLLECTIVE ACTION 

Univ. of Chicago» 1928
Alvin Gouldner» Wildcat Strike*





5/10/77
Visited Mr* Kudo at Naval Annex in Washington* Reviewed copy 
of mutiny trial transcript which included:
1* Some material that was "deleted"; X was not allowed to study 
this although was inadvertently shown it and scanned it briefly*
A note on the cover sheet of this material said something about 
not showing it to someone named Schonfeld (a journalist or TV 
person» X think)* About 50 pages of material» among it a letter 
or memo from N.H* Goss» Commanding Officer» dated 13 August 1944 •• 
contains references to racial aspects of the case Including references 
to the "mentality" of the Negro seamen; a letter or memo dated 
12 August 1944 (perhapi also from Goss» but not sure) -- referred 
to having received complaints from the men» described some of them 
as "troublemakers"» possibly influenced by "propaganda" ; a "Memo 
For (to) the President" •• a one-page document, only saw the title* 

These materials were removed from the file in my presence* X 
was not allowed to study them or take notes from them* X asked 
to do so; Kudo referred the matter to his superior» who refused me 
permission. Not knowing the legal standing of this material I 
did not press the matter further.

Upon reflection it would seem important to get access to this 
material since it reveals something about Navy officials' thinking 
in the weeks before the court «martial* Three approaches seems 
possible: Write ai& a letter to the JAG» Navy Dept» D*C* 20370 
requesting access to these deleted materials (this course suggested) 
by Kudo); seek informal access to the material: try to locate the 
material elsewhere* X think X should try the latter first» since 
at this point X don't want to alienate the JAG office by raising 
a stink* But if all else fails X should probably file suit under 
Freedom of Xnfo Act*
2* An appeals brief filed by Thurgood Marshall* Mentions that 
this the largest court-martial in Navy history; first mutiny 
trial in USN during WWXX* Mentions great press and magasine 
coverage» creating impression of mutinous Negroes* Attacked 
references in fcxxii trial transcript to hearsay reports of 
meetings held by the defendants to plan what to do (kafaxa 
after explosion); statements about need to "stick together"; 
statement abt "having the officers by the balls" and "don't 
work for the white mother fuckers*"
3* Transcript of mtg between Marshall and Rear Adtelral F.L*
Lowe» Asst* JAG» 4/3/45*

4* Summary of testimony in trial •• including reference to racing men 
in loading ammunition*
5* Full transcript of the court-martial (declassified 3/8/72)
6* Verdict in trail (men to be confined at Terminal Island 

(fan Pedro)» Calif*
7« Cards listing name» address» birthplace» service record of 
each defendant*
MXSSXNG from these files are:
1* Material on final disposition of the case (Sentences were 
set aside in 1/46)
2* Pretrial statements made by defendants.
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Kudo gave me a H a t  of the 50 defendants , to which I added 
their hone addresses and places of birth.
(Mote: Ku Clifford Kudo's hone address is on Connecticut Ave*, 
if I need to reach him)
Xasked about obtaining Navy's investigation of the explosion.
Was referred next door to investigations office. Was told 
there that 1 could ace it under Free don of Info Act* Must write 
letter to Office of JAG, Code 21, Navy Dept*, DC 20370* Indicate 
purpose of ny research, that confidentiality will be protected, 
when X plan to visit their office* Write at least two week ahead 
of visit* This info provided by a Commander Buehler (?)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES visit*
Met with Heimdahl* Obtained reseracher id* card,
He in da hi said they have correspondence of the Bureua of Yards and 
Docks thru 1944; also unclassified correspondence of the Secy 
of Navy* Said Fed* Record Ctr at Suitland has general correspondence 
of Bureau of Ordinance*
H* advised that gen* correspondence of 12th Naval District nay 
be at Fed. Records Ctr, 1000 Commodore Drive, San Bruno (876*9001) 
Suggested X also chekc with Commandant of 12th Naval District 
re these and other records*

Also referred me to Operational Archives, (J*S* Naval History 
Division, Bldg 210, 4th Floor, Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374 
(202) 433*3170 Contacts: Geraldine Judkins, Bernard Cavalcante*
They have classified correspondence*
X reviewed some general correspondences indexes and located the 
following which must see when X return:
Gen* Correspondence 7/1/44 «• 6/30/45
P1*4(8)/NT1*32
Pl-418)/NT1-32, 11-17*44
tkxtjftMu
NT1-32/L11-1
A 18 (H.R.5101)
Gen* Corres* 7/1/45 ** 6/30/46
Lll-15 (Clark, Etta)
QB (565)/A9
NT1-32/L11-1
A4-2/NT1-32
NT1-32/P8-5
P8-1(3)/NB(245)
PI-4(8)/NB(245)
PHOTOGRAPHS (18th floor) Many photos listed under 
239063*239131 and 243056*243078* Glossy prints: $4 each*
NOTE: Ships that exploded were: SS Quinalt Victory and SS E.A* Bryan 
Could not locate any films$ but got some leads (see attachment)



5/12/77

1« Was told by Kudo that San Jose State library had obtained a 
copy of court martial transcript In 1968* Shoudl try to get access 
to their copy» Otherwise can send Kudo chek for $142,60 to have 
another copy made.

Telephoned Bernice Redford at SJS library (408 277*3373),
She could not locate copy» but said would check further.

2, Called Fed, Rdcorda Ctr, San Bruno (876*9001), Spoke with 
Jim Otsukl who said they have gen, correspondence of 12th Naval 
District there» but this district now merged with 11th and I 
must contact them for permission and file codes. Said I should 
write to Commandant» 11th Naval District» San Diego» CA 92132,

N rte : Q C I W  -h

t u j r



5/15/77 NOTE: When in Washington this summer I should try to 
get access to the Disaster Studies materials* Write to:

Dr* Charles Fritz 
National Research Council 
National Academy of Sciences 
Washington9 DC

5/16/77 Celephoned Kudo at JAG in DC* Requested copy of Pt*
Chicago transcript* He said make out check for 142*60 to 
Treasury of the U.S.f and ymall to Office of the JAG, Code 20t 
Dept, of Nayy, Wash. DC 20370* (X did this on 5/17)

X also asked for name of TV outfit that was Interest in Pt. Chicago* 
They are: Kaurice W. Schonfeld, Magaging Director

Independent Television News Association 
Satellite News Servlcd 
220 East 42nd Street 
New York9 NY 10017

X should follow up to see what there Interest is* They may also 
be allies if X have to file suit to get the deleted materials 
which were to be withheld from Schonfeld*

X asked Kudo about getting citations for the deleted materials 
so X could request them* He said X should simply request access 
to the deleted interoffice memos in the Port Chicago file*

Note: Kudo will be in SF on vacation from 7/5 til 7/17*

5/17/77 -• Wrote letter^ to Commandant9 11th Naval District in 
San Diego requesting access to gen* correspondence files of 
12th naval district at Fed* Rec* Ctr in San Bruno*

Wrote letter to JAG9 Code 21 (Investigations unit) in DC 
requesting access to Pt* Chicago explosion Investigation rptt



Telephone call from Julie Streets, Archivist at Port Hueneme.

Said she had found one folder of materials on the Pt. Chicago 
explosion, and that there were boxes of related materials but 
she had not had time to review these. Has Installation cards 
giving history of each building at naval facilities.

Also has a box of still photos of Pt. Chicago and explosion.

Said that a journqalistic account fa of "mutiny14 at Port 
Chicago was published in 1964: NO SHARE OF GLORY, by Robert E. 
Pearson (Challenge, Inc., Box 812, Pacific Palisades, Calif.) 
1964, 156pp.

Said that I can arrange for a visit in the Fall to examine 
materials.

June 7, 1977



Telephone call from Julie Streets, Archivist at Port Hueneme.

June 7, 1977

Said she had found one folder of materials on the Pt. Chicago 
explosion, and that there were boxes of related materials but 
she had not had time to review these. Has installation cards 
giving history of each building at naval facilities.

Also has a box of still photos of Pt. Chicago and explosion.

Said that a journqalistic account £■ of "mutiny" at Pott 
Chicago was published in 1964: NO SHARE OF GLORY, by Robert E. 
Pearson (Challenge, Inc., Box 812, Pacific Palisades, Calif.) 
1964, 156pp.

Said that I can arrange for a visit in the Fall to examine 
materials.

^  ^ $ft is** L n ii



June 28, 1977 -- Called Otsuki at Fed. Rec Ctr, San Bruno 
to arrange for a visit. He told me he had received a call 
from the Commandant’s Office, 11th Naval District, reneging 
on permission to review the files I want to see. After some 
questioning by me it came out that after receiving a copy of 
the letter I ’d gotten from the 11th Naval District Commandant 
Otsuki had written them a note asking if this constituted 
official authorisation for me so see the files, was I to 
haves access to all files, was I to be allowed to make copies 
of files? (and perhaps other questions of this nature). I 
think this note by Otsuki precipitated the decision to deny 
me permission until my request is approved by higher authority 
(Otsuki said he thought this was the Import of their denial). 
Otsuki said they informed him they would write me a letter 
about the matter.



June 28, 1977 —  Called Otsuki at Fed, Rec Ctr, San Bruno 
to arrange for a visit. He told me he had received a call 
from the Commandant's Office, 11th Naval District, reneging 
on permission to review the files I want to see. After some 
questioning by me it came out that after receiving a copy of 
the letter I'd gotten from the 11th Naval District Commandant 
Otsuki had written them a note asking if this constituted 
official authorisation for me so see the files, was I to 
haves access to all files, was I to be allowed to make copies 
of files? (and perhaps other questions of this nature). I 
think this note by Otsuki precipitated the decision to deny 
me permission until my request is approved by higher authority 
(Otsuki said he thought this was the import of their denial). 
Otsuki said they informed him they would write me a letter 
about the matter.
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T>~llOujt î>, c(s4*j (y (, i-  7 y/dl tt f- Suitf***)- $$

rV W/; ^ ‘A rtô  u~+ *ñ •)
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íTŷ n >-C c ^ ° ^ J f Ẑ -0
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9/29/77: Visit to Command Historian's Office (Julie Streets),

1. Learned that Robert Pearson, author of NO SHARE OF GLORY, 
died in Vietnam of disease. He previously lived in L.A. 
with wife and children.

2. Reviewed large photo file (several hundred) showing 
facilities at P.C. in 1944, 45, 46, 47. including inland 
storage area, barricaded sidings, lunch room, recreation 
bldg., quarters, roads and railways,piers, damage.
Requested copies of about 30 of these.

Reviewed a file folder of general P.C. materials (requested
copy of most of the file): file contained:

3. Letter indicating that an investigation (congressional?) 
was conducted Iby Meade Committee in late 1944 or early 1945.

4. Newspaper article (UPI in Press-Courier (Ventura?) 4/30/67) 
abt Navy seeking to buy whole town of P.C. for $20 million, 
article also mentioned that Robert Dollar was from Jonesborough, 
Arkansas. L.A. Times, West magazine article (8/18/68) 
indicating P.C, being bought by Navy. Final irony of P.C.
is that exp. in 1944 cuased new regulations to be passed, 
one of which was that N.A.D. should not be located less than 
2 miles from residential areas. However, P.C. itself had 
to be exempted from these regs for many subsequent years 
due (to closeness of toWn.'^Choice was to move P.C. NA.D.

Hence, in effect town was finally destroyed byothe ejcp/

5. Letter indicating Red Cross was involved in disaster relief.

6. N.Y. Times article on P.C.D.

7. Report of House Armed Services Subcommittee hearings at

8. Saw large set of file cards on each bldg at P.C. showing 
when constructed, cost, function, description, etc.
J. Streets said she could get additional info on Naval 
acquisition of P.C. and send it to me.

£x 9. Saw reference book: BLACK DEFENDERS OF AMERICA, 1775-1973 
pictorial history by Robert E. Greene, Johnson Pub.
Co., 1974.

10. Following Navy pubs, may run an announcement for me
solicting interviews: NAVY TIMES, c/o Army Times Pub. Co. 
475 School St., S.W., Wash. DC 20024; ALL HANDS, Office 
of the Chief of Information, Room 2E329, Pentagon, Wash.
DC 20350

Naval Construction Battallion Center, Port Hueneme, CA

or to move town; Navy decided to buy. town and raze it.

P.C. in August, iSLk&x 1955. Me!Melvin Price, Chmn.
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LOG

9/30/77: .Wrote up notes on^trip to Port Hueneme*
Wrote letter of,thanks to Julie Streets 
Called information £ri New Brunswick, N.J. to 

ask if they had a listing for JOSEPH R. SMALL. Leanred 
they had listing for: J.R. SMALL oh Lewis St. ( w o u l d ^ t  
give me #)y telephone 201 '545-3199
Talked to Robert Hill (213 825-7623) who has moved the Garvey Papers
pxr oject to UCLA* Siad he heard from St* Clair Drake that I was
working on P.C. study, invited me to come , give a talk on it, early
next year. Theme of symposium is popular movements in Afro*Am history. '
Discuss P.C. .in relation to myth of black patriotic participation
in WWII. He also suggested I should look into files of Office of
Naval Intelligence (ONI) at. Nationals Archives and Suitland {in
SECNAV1s files?) for materials related to PC. Said he would write ;
me a letter about this and speakig gig.

10/3* Called Ed Haslam’s office. Spoke with Ms. Cross who said 
they had recieved letters packet I sent and were forwarding them,this 
week (expects all to be in maî . by .Wednesday % $he said they have 
45 addresses, some as recent as 60s and 70s.’

Galled Otsuki at FRC San Bruno. - Asked him to pull A7-ND12 1942 : 
files (press.releases), as I had discovered on reading Goss1 testimony 
at ct. of inq. that Vallejo disturbance was in Xmas, 1942, rather 
than April, 1943, as reported in Pearson book. Yet another error 
in that book (NO SHARE OF GLORY. It Also describes Olliê Green as 
a Youngster when he was actually 37 î and exaggerates amount of time 
passed between the two explosions. Check these.)

Called Concord Red Cross chapter (687-3030). Was told they do not 
keep records for more than 10 years, tbut they have a scrapbook 
that may have xome old clippings, etc.

10/5: Had excellent discussion of approaches to P.C. study 
in Anselm Strauss * analysis class. Copy of notes filed in 
Quals-Dissertation folder.

10/6: Call from Otsuki that he had located 1942 materials.
Made appt. for tomorrow.

Call from Virginia Olesento let me know informally that 
my protocol had "sailed through" the human subjects committee 
without trouble, and had stirred favorable interest.

10/7: Called Donne Gloeckner's office (NAACP LDF), left 
message I would be in NYC on Oct. 17th.

Visited FRC San Bruno. Reviewed 1942 press releases.
Could find nothing on Vallejo disturbance.



10/10: Called Kai Erikson's office (203 4 3 2 ^ 5 1 )  at
American ^Studies. Program, Yale University. He not in.

Wrote to Verfa Taylor, Disaster Research Center,¡Ohio State 
University, Columbus, Ohio, requesting info on her study 
of Xenia tornado of 1974. (See Psychology Today, 10/77)

10/11: Called NAACP T.DF.r Vas told that Donna Gloeckner was 
* ori vacation until 10VT7. Called Gloeckner at home- (609 
443-1527). Advised her of my "plan td visit NYC. She said she 
had found sortie additional tnatdrials and would search for more. 
Suggested I call her Monday at'rl p*ift., and plan to come 
into office. c » 'y-

Still unable to reach Kai Erikson. Wrote him a letter 
requesting appt. on 10/21 or 22.

Finally reached Kai Erikson^(203 432-4951). Explained what 
I wanted (see letter). He said I should call, on Monday 
to confirm the appt.

10/12: Great News!5 Received first response (positive) if rom 
one of thfe 50 defendants* Cyril Sheppardj 158 W. 132 St.
NYC 212 Alj6-3518f

Also got official approval letter from U.C. Human Subjects 
Committees Must revise consent form. "

10/13: Called Sheppard home this morning. He not in.

Drafted interview schedule of $6 items for Sheppard interview.

Revised consent form as requested by Dr. Goldberg, Academic 
Senate, in his letter of October 6.

Telephoned ^^pperd,, again.o Spoke.pljth: him. He sounded friendly, 
interested. Made appt. for 3 p.m., next;; Thursday, áfiaryfexcitingl

x t
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Research log

10/26: Talked with Myron Johnson (Morehouse Club) who
told me he was in Navy in SF Bay Area in 1944 and remembers 
Port Chicago trial. He says he knows other poeple who 
were here at same time. Further said that Bob Johnson 
of JET magazine, was editor of a Navy newsletter at Treasure \ 
Island in 1944. u h

10/27: Wrote letters to Julius Dixson and Jack Crittenden
thanking them for their responses and saying I hoped to 
interview them within the next month or so.

Wrote letter to Nat. Endowment for Humanities requesting info 
on fellowships and grants.

ll/lt Mailed letters of thanks to Kai Erikson and Donna Gloeckner

Listnened to Cy Sheppard tape? prepared Annottated Index.

Leanred that Edward Waldrop had called me collect at UCSF. I called him 
back (4531 Dix, N.E. Wash, DC 202 39®“>2840). He said seemed hesitatn? 
said men agreed what to say and not say during trial, and this posed 
problems for him now. Said he would talk with me if others did. Asked 
specifically if I had heard from Joe Small or Willie Green. (I said no)
I said 3 men had responded so far and agreed to interviews. He said for 
me to give him a call when I come East to arrange for an interview.

Four letter from my mailing of 27 returned as undeliverable, including 
Joe Small. I checked info? for correct listing, is okay. I suppose I 
will have to telephone him.

Evening: Met with Myron Johnson on another matter, but also 
talked some abt his Navy experiences in 1944. He took a turn 
on Shore Patrol inOaklnad. Said 7th Street was the main area 
for black nite life in Oakland. His landlady, Mrs. Dennis, 
was also in Oakland then. Must do full interview with 
Myron for background material/insights.

11/2: Wrote what I hope is a reasssuring letter to Edward 
Waldrop, 4531 Dix, N.E., Wash., DC 202 398-2840).

Received letter from Sharon Cross (attached) reporting ofi 
status of first mailing (Bureau of Navy Personnel); including 
records missing, deceased, undeliverable categories.

Letter £xan to Herbert Havis (27 mailing) returned, addressee 
unknown.

Wrote letters of thanks to Julie Streets and Sharon Cross.

Wrote personal note ofi feelings abt work (Sec AW  correspondence-" 
file for this date)



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
- BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL : 

W A S H I N G T O N , D .C . 2 0 3 7 0  /  :

Pfers-33c~sc 
27 Oct 1977

IN R E PL Y  R E F E R  TO

Dear Mr. Allen:
The below listed is a status report on your request for addresses:
Could not locate a record on the following:
Julius J. Allen 
Hayden R. Curd 
Ernest J. Gaines 
Richard W. Mill 
William H. Locke 
Howard McGee 
Freddie Meeks 
Fleetwood H. Postill 
Charles S. Widemon
These gentlemen were deceased;
Mack Anderson 
Douglas G. Anthony 
Bennon Dees 
Cecil Miller 
Miller Matthews
The following has been returned to Pers-K38c as undeliverable;
Herbert Harris 
Theodore King 
William E. Banks 
Arnett Baugh
If/or we receive any more we will keep you posted.



ll/3* Telephoned Joseph. R. Small (201) 545-3199. Explained what I'm 
doing and that I sent him a lteer which was returned. (To wrong city, as 
it turns out. His correct address is 449 Lewis St., Somefset, NJ 08873) 
He seemed friendly, although he did not specifically agree to an inter­
view. He asked me to send him the letter again (which I did, with a cover 
note). Happy Days I

Letters returned as undeliberable* Alphonso McPherson, John Haskins

Received unsigned note that Morris Berry Is deceased.

11/4* Received note from Jack Crittenden aaqdbag confirming that I may 
plan to interview him, and requesting addresses of other men.

Undeliverable letters returned* Edward Saunders, Miller Mathews.

11/5« Undeliverable letters returnedi Richard McTere, Charles, C Gray,
John Dunn, Henry Grimes, William Banks.

11/7* Letter returned* William Anderson. “Deceased” notation on envelope.

Talked with VSyron Johnson again. He sending me names of contacts for P.C. 
study, ifyron also sezs there was a dance the night of the explosion and 
that many men were there from P.C.

11/8« Sent letters to NAVY TIMES and All HANDS (see addresses on p. 21 
of research log) requesting they run announcements that I»m seeking to 
interview survivors and witnesses of P.C. explosion.
Earlier had phone call from Atty. James Herndon. Said he had recently 
met a black man who had been collecting info on blaks in the military? 
seemed to be very knowledgeable. Name is GUY LOONEY 922-8002

11/9/77* Note from Ifyron Johnson. Black minister (Morehouse man) in 
Pittsburgh, CA. Dr. James McCray, Jr., 3345 Crestview Drive, Pittsbugh 94365 
432-7614 (work)? 432-2875 (home)

Also %ron's old Navy partner who knew several of the PC guys who 
were killed and many others who are still around, inc. Harold Johnson 
and Bill Matthews. Arthur Dickerson. 3227 Telegraph Ave. #C, Oakland,
CA. 654-2631 (home)? 893-0100 (work)
ll/llj Wrote two memos on approaches (See Research memo file)
135/13/77* Visited UC Berkeley Library, Newspaper Room (Annex 444). Made 
list of Calif., Black and other newspapers for which they have 1944 files. 
(See research memo file)

ll/l4* Prepared three-part research plan(Research memo file)
Received response from Joe Small agreeing to interview.
Undeliverable letter returned* Ernest Gaines
Wrote note to Julius Dixson informing him of delay in travel plans.
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ll/l5* Agreed to hire Pam Allen as partitime research assistant, steno*

Reviewed Sheppard interview for properties to vary in theoretical sampling 
(notes attached to interview)

Drafted ad for local newspapers re PC study (in Research memo file)
Culled additional names and addresses from Court of Inquiry record. (See 
Survivors file and research memo file) Form letters sent tot Nathaniel Taylor, 

Lee Cordiner, Herbert Woodland, James Strickland*

The search for Mary Lindsavt Called Peoples World yesterday* Spoke with Rachel 
Stocking who relayed by request for info* She reported no one knew whereabouts 
of Lindsay1 suggested a Weinbrenner at SF Examiner might* Telephone Ex., 
Weinbrenner is retired* No listing for W* in phone book* Today I called 
Al Richmond (567-9148), former PW editor* Sed he thought Lindaay had 
committed suicide, but wasnt sure* Suggested I call Mrs* John Lucid 
(648-495?)* Also siad that Ray Thompson, a blk man had some organizational 
involvement with the case* I Called Thompson (655-1014) ; said he was in 
CP but not involved in this case* I asked him to call me if he can think 
of any leads* (By the way, Richmon himself was in Army at that time and 
away from Bay Area*) There is a Mary Lindsay in phone book; I called but 
she is not ray person* Attempted to reach Mrs* Lucid, no answer*

Telephoned Arthur Dickerson (see preceding page). Made appt* for 11/22.

11/161 Finally reached Mrs* John.. Lucid, who confirmed that Mary Lindsay 
committed suicide in 1972* Mrs* Lucid said she was a good friend of 
Lindsay*s and that the latter left her some of her papers and correspondence, 
including a from Mr. Dudley (NAACP official) thanking her for writing
pamphlet on the mutiny that was later published by NAACP in 1945* Mrs.
Lucid said she would give me Mary Lindsay*s papers* Made appt* to see 
her at work (District #1 Health Ctr, 3850 17th Street, 558-2226) on 11/18

11/17* Letter returned as undeliverable * Herbert C. Woodland. No phone 
listing either.

Il/l9* Letters returned as undeliverable* James A* Camper, Charles N* Hazzard

11/21? Wrote thank you note to K* Lucid* Requested name b£x£ and address of 
Mary Lindsay*s friend in Santa Cruz*

Telephone Virginia Brazington, Research Dept., NAACP National Office (1790 
Rradray Broadway, NYC 212 245-2100). She said they would not have old 
files there; have been turned over to Lib* of Congress* Said she did have 
Annual Reports, and that X might find something in these* X said I would 
call her and come by office upon arrival in NYC. She also referred me to 
Schomburg Collection*

Wrote Brazington note of thanks*

P u J  p
II/22 * attempted to visit Arthur Dickerson as per appt. but he was 

not home, waited for ■§■ hour*
11/23* 6ontacted Dickerson, he had transportation problems. Am to call 
him again on ll/28.

Undeliberable letter returned* Nathaniel Taylor.

11/18* Met with Kersten Lucid, who told me the story of Mary Lucid 
(see Log, p. 28X) and gave me some documents. (See Mary Lindsay fi.me some documents* (See Mary Lindsay file)*



lotes or the life and suicide of Mary Lindsay 11/18/77

I*ve been trying to locate the white woman reporter —  Mary Lindsay —  
who covered the Port Chicago mutiny trial for the Communist Party paper, 
Peoples World, and who drove Thurgood Marshall about in a convertible 
(according to Cy Sheppard)« Through Al Richmond, former editor of the 
FW, I located a friend of hers, a woman named Kerstin Lucid (1913 Castro 
Street, SF, 648-4957)• She told me that Mary committed suicide in 1972, 
but that she had left Kerstin some of her papers and correspondence, 
including a letter from Edward Dudley of the ■ AACp LDF thanking her for 
writing a pamphlet on the mutiny case« This pamphlet was later published 
by the ■AACP in 1945 — * with no author given —  and it was when I came 
across a copy of this pamphlet 4 years ago that my interest in the case 
was first aroused« The fixed friend agreed to have lunch with me today 
and give me the papers and correspondence for my research* This is 
all very intriguing when you recall that relations between the KAACP and 
CP were very strained, and that later the NAACP launched a witch-hunt 
against Communists in its ranks« Since Lindsay, probably a CP member, 
was never publicly identified as the ¡dsbx author of the NAACP pamphlet,
I wonder whether this might have something to do with Marshall*s reluctance 
to talk with me?

Today I met Kerstin for lunch« She turned out to be a sprightly Swedish 
woman, 60 years old and a widow (her husband died last summer)« She told 
me the following i Mary Lindsay was born i Montana of Irsh Catholic parents, 
who later moved the family to Seattle« Mary came to SF and became a re­
porter for the FW« She never married and has no family other than a 
brother, Leo, still living in Seattle« She was indeed a member of the CP, 
but became disillusioned and dropped out, probably in the early 50s«
She then found jobs with the Cancer Society and the Coordinating Council 
on Mental Retardation« For a time she roomed with Tillie Olsen« Kerstin 
met her in the 1960s when both were working for the Coordinating Council«
K. says that Mary also became close friends with Ramsey and his wife,
aid often visited them at their home in Sausalito« K thinks that Mary and 
^  - were becoming more than friends; T X  4 wife was an invalid, and K 
remarked that it was sad that Mary didn*t hold on for another year, for 
£  $ wife died i : 1973«

In 1969 Mary was fired from her job at the Coordinating Council«
Somehow she did n*t get unemployment benefits, nor did she try^ to find 
another job« Instead she became increasingly introverted and paranoid, 
and wrapped herself up in detective mysteries* She also put on weight«
She had inherited a house in SF from her grandmother, which she sold in 
order to get money, but this could not last indefinitely« K*s husband once 
told Mary that she was painting herself i>-to a corner« In 1972 Mary 
told K she was going to visit «S. , but when K telepho ned £  she learned 
that Mary had never arrived Uv. and v £  went to Mary*s residence and
had the landlord operi the door« They found nothing, except that all her things 
were neatly arranged in bundles a^d labelled« A few days later a itora letter 
arrived from Mary —  sent from the Leamington Hotel in Oakland —  saying 
that she had taken her life (sleeping pill overdoes)« A similar letter to 
her brother added* "All my life I have been fighting depression* I can*t 
continue«" Why the Leamington otel? Another friedd (Pat, from Santa Cruz) 
told K that the Leamington was where 1C stayed while she was covering the 
mutiny trial« — \

?
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/L /7 Ï  ^ Ctî  /ff -  v Ë | « $  /y ^ '

l | § & á  ¿w^  p  pÈf */» y  ¿Jí % &*c $g* <=—

; / ,/7 f  /n^ 7 / ^ 4 Í -  K i/tjp  rt g

1 í̂ {dlr̂  1 7 ÂiÉSfi¡¡¡p É  A '< ^  V ' ^ M „  ,-v.- £ IJ L
„ V  A -  A “̂  m >  *^*ïi . - / V  g g æ g  < j^  ( 'î U a , a ^ h

/oT>'fc~l'*l‘l\ÿ< fXTjt,
y r f ir w ik  J \ / îî4 b%
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2/78* Received a letter from Robert Routh, Jr* (3605 Country Club Dr*, 
L.A* 90019 213 733-3269) indicating that he is a P.C* survivor 
and that he had seen ny announcement in MNavy Times

2/12/78 NIC* Met with Wendy Weil of Juilian ®aoh literary Agency*
She seemed doubtful about prospects for a P*C* film, more interested 
in book# (This confirmed by letter I received upon return to SF)

2/11* NIC: Met with Marie &rown of Doubleday# She said she thought the 
P*C* story outline was nvery good*” Wants to see a sample chapter*

2 /] $  Back in SF* Called Alex Malay at Kinte Carp* (P.0* Bax 3338, 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 213 553-891*0). He not in but his secretary 
Ginnie said they only handling his work for time being# Said she 
would give him my message#

Called Ziegler Associates (agency) in IA (213 278-0070)# Secretary 
said they not taking any new clients# But when 1 mentioned referral 
by Wendy Weil she said 1 should have Wendy write a letter $0 
Candace ^ake#

2/17/78 Received reply from Robert Routh, survivor in IA, agreeing 
to interview# He also gave me name and address of a friend stationed 
at PC at the time* Percy Robinson, 7626 IaSalle Ave#, Loas Angeles 
900U7 213 758-2170#

2/25* Sent copy of PC Story outline to be registered at Copyright 
Office, library of Congress#

3/3* Wrote up notes for P*C* book approach as a docu-narrative (See 
Research memo files)* that is, using excerpts from testimony, interviews 
and documents to narrate the P#C* story; a kind of collective oral 
history of an event*

3A/78 s U#C* Berkeley, library, Newspaper room# Review Chicago Defender 
files for 19l4lu Found following stories (must make copies):

7 /2 9 /h k i p#l story on P*C* exp. Interviews with wintesses# 
(by-line J# Robert Smith) 
p* 10 Casualty list

9/16/liU: p#ll families of blast victims to get max of $3*000 
compensation; reduced from 5,000 when Miss* Rep# John 
Rankin learned most of beneficiaries were “egroes#

9/23AU* p# 1 mutiny trial story: supports strike against dis­
crimination interpretation (by-line John Robert Badger, 
who also wrote Wolrd View col* on p* 13)

9/30/Ui: p. 11 trial story: Chaplain Flowers testimony* Bay 
Area black community reaction#

10/7AU* p# 11 story of P*C* defense at trial

lO/21/UU: p. 3 P«8# as "hot poatato" for Navy# Marshall1 s state 
ments; warning from waterfront leaders before exp* about 
dangers of inexperienced personnel*

UAflili* p. 11 NAACP to handle appeal



12/2/kki p* 11 discharged Na-yy Seabees to get hearing on 12/11
(See story 12/16, p, 11)

12/9/1*1*: p, 11 Florence Murray photo and story about her Negro
Handbook,

Must review 19li5 file, search for interviews with defendants
mentioned by Crittenden in ny talk with him.

Q L ^ J k ¿/i* h

3 / / i)~iY C < r ^ y L jr > J

fir (J *~\ />*■& k

C o ^ y U h J  d f-  * * M v i U - .

n l - . t .  fy-~ ^ **/*-/̂

)

3/23: Mailing sent out to new addresses:

Harry E, Grimes, 10036 Broadstreet, Detroit
Cecil %ller, 1U06 E, Madison, Springfield, tfcka 111,
Edward L, longmire, 3693 Vine, Cincinnati, Ohio 
William E# Banks, 65 W, 96, NIC 
Ernest D# Brown, 1350 Webster Ave, Bronx 
William H, Locke, 211 Glenwood Rd, Baltimore
Robert L, Burage. k2kl S ^ Calumet and 5023 s. Chanplain, Chicago S 
lfelvin W.Ellis, 7851THr^Qis, Chicago 
Charles G, Gray, 6Ul W, 105, Chicago i/
Theodore King, 116U0 S, lale, Chicago.

k/10: Results of 3/23 mailing:

Received response from Robert L, Burage (at h2h3 S, Calumet, Chicago)
He refused to be interviewed

Letter returned froip Charles Gray saying he's not person I seek.

Letters returned as undeliverable:
Robert Burage, 5023 S, Chanplain
Cecil Miller, 11*06 E, Madison, Springfield, 111,

h/l2i Made verbal agreement with Glory Bevien that she would transcribe tapes 
and other materials as needed,

k/13* Began working on P,C, article. Continuing to review documents,
U/17* Sent PC script outline to Elizabeth Pomada, literary Agent, 1029 Jones

mentioned other relatives, expressed her interest in knowing truth of P,C.

Received response, from Lucy Longmire (3697 Vine St,, Cincinnati 
Ohio 1:5220 5l3-2ol-iOU3 ) Her father Edward Longmire i s  dec eased.

com Lucy Longmire (3697 Vine St,, Cincinnati,
) Her father Edward Longmire i s  deceased. She
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U/23: telephoned Joe Small* Said he expected to be available for follow-up
interview in early June* Alsos aid he has a daughter ( Josephine Robinson) 
who lives in Redwood City*

Talked with Robert Vainowski at SF Red Cross (776-1500) re: Red Cross report 
on P*C* disaster* He said he thouhgt old files had been thrown out when 
they moved to new address* Suggested I contact Rational HQ, 17th & D Streets, 
N.W., Wash, DC 20006 ( 202 737-8300)* Contact: Bryce Haalewe, National 
Director of Disaster Services,(or Bob Wahley)

Re also referred me to a book about disasters that includes PC: The 
Darkest Hours* (Did not find this book listed in SF library card catalog)

k /2 S : Telephoned National Red Cross. Spoke with a Ifc. Vessey who said he 
would check old files and let me know if they have reports on PC exp.

U/27 : Met with Anselm Strauss to discuss methodological questions from History 
and Social Sciences in relation to P*C. study.

5/1 % o t e  letters to Robert Routh and Percy Robinson in Los Angeles 
requesting interviews.
Received mterial from National Red Cross on disaster relief efforts 
at P*C* (See Red Cross file)

5/5/78 Telephone veteran*s Administration in Washington (202 393-U120)
Spoke with a Mr. McPherson, in Identification of Records Service. He 
advised that I should submit request to local VA regional office, or to 
the Dept, of veteran*s benefits in Washington, for help in locating 
PC survivors*
Contacted local VA regional office. Was told that they could forward letters 
if I provide them along with names and sefial numbers.

jV 5/9: Visited VA Regional Office (211 Main St.). Spoke with Counselor Ms.
\J f'v 1 pv Marie Francis. Sne said VA could forward letters to any of PC men for whom 
^n/v 1 'they have records. I gave her a list of 3h names (attached), and letters 

and return envelopes for the mailing.
Received consent form from Percy Robinson (7626 S. IaSalle Ave, IA 900U7 
213 758-2170) agreeing to be interviewed.

5/10: Called by Ms. Iinda Brown at Veteran*s Administration (556-QU*2) to 
informed me that they had received ny mailing and were forwarding it 
for processing (which may take 1-2 weeks).

5/15 Completed PC paper for UCLA symposium.

5/20: Los Angeles: Interviewed Percy Robinson, k th  Division, one of 208 men. 
5/21: L.A.: Interviewed Robert Routh, Jr. (lOdiv.) who was blinded by 

explosion. (Also met Sergeant-Major Ralph Balara, black marine 
veteran of three wars.



Julius J. Alien 827-77-05
M a c k  A n d e r s o n  827-14-92
I^ougla-a € ---*
William E. B a n k s  fiifckxé̂ aÉfelx 821-41-24 
Arnett B a u g h  641-76-09

Martin A. B o r denave 644-87-32
Ernest D. B r o w n  812-41-38 
■«R-obnjLt Ijt- B u r a n c  _853 
M e n t o r  G. B u rns 855-51-28 
Z a c k  E. Credle 81^-41-35 
«Iltfik P i iftrnrirn Q/1̂ ,9Q 
H a y d e n  R. C u r d  293-13-33 £ h x  
Charles L. David, Jr. 853-11-01 

JBxm icm  D uct,— 0 4 3 « 9 9 -4 T  1
*WujAley™G? Dlmiiund ----
Kenneth C. Dixon 842-41-37 
\fculiuu D h ^ u i i r " ^ .  9 3 0  37 ''3-9-n  
John H. D u n n  712-79-31 
Melvin W .  Ellis 852-51-50 
William Fleece, Jr. 815-37-18 
Ernest J. Gaines 645-09-09 
John L. Gipson 644-92-84 
Charles C. G r a y  853-19-00 
Ollie E. G r e e n  8 3 6 - 5 3 A60 
H a r r y  E. G r i m e s  862-14-64 
Herbert Havis 641-17-13 
Charles N. H a z ^ a r d  818-51-85 
F r a n k  L. H e n i y  669-24-29 
Richard W .  Mill 812-41-43 
T h eodore King 724-62-33 
P e r r y  L. Knox* 641-17-27

LcriigiiTtrc 6-13*41*3 8 i 1 
Will i a m  H. L o c k e  826-85-79 
H o w a r d  M c G e e  640-58-85 
Lloyd M c K i n n e y  644-88-70 
Alphonso M c H j e r s o n  552-37-15 

-M i- lle r  Ma tkhew-s il  A ir 
Freddie M e e k s  879-04-63 
r ii t niii i 11 t ~
Fleetwood H. Postel 819-03-98 
E d w a r d  Saunders 313-41-10 
Ĉ-y-r-U Q

Sjcaa 11 nil 85
3iAid>lidjexJExx&MhKX = ---- Charles S. W i d e m o n  602-29-57
Albert Williams, Jr. 644-89-71
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( J h ĉ \  s k i j j b ,  b k t

ü r ~7 // v,//y*w

Ia J iA -  
J  ̂S-C >r̂ —J[j

0

<-v Ì

¿ U -
A ^ f

j^ e -4 k o ^ ¿ i z < / f

' K

"t t ̂ jT ^ A / v ^1
0^<4\ \'v~t<̂

¿r; re imX. U.

¿ <̂¡1 
^ Z 3

fsZLU  i ^ A

iti

^  J1 4°l À

l^c / £vT>

l | 7 / ¿

NT>
v> Jl

¿ U ¿ U
/ vNi W

Ay"<r-3̂ /t̂   ̂ CvT

i"3  « w T T '
¿Vc

j-^zrTf r y-OK' /fe:_
~ 7 £ y e Z X 7~V /^a^Kj I v ^ JV e— ü  iy a ^ ± j :

'Í Z V Z J ? -  -  n
t ß

^ h

(h^i / 7 ^
Cvl</" ¿’S  ^ A ,  A  atv* ^ ß-git̂

W 7

t$7|pö>-i^ (r/- /'A W



s f £ l a « / 'J'UcĴ  C. V i-_
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California project inspires high 
^.school writing teachers

assaueMH
e i »
disaster.1’ D ^ B P V a a n  responded D y rR IH | 
Berger of trying to “destroy” the m unic ipafn^B H  
system. Dr. HoUomai^ Was ousted from his jotviaM 
month. ■ - * W  v

David L. Yunich,: then chairman of the Metro- 
politan Transportation ¿Administration, was. ridi-
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Family o f  Black Victim
By NAN ROBERTSON
Special to The New York Time*

; OSSINING, N.Y.—“An Army captain 
came around and gave my mother a 
check for $10,000, an American flag 
and a military marker for my father’s 
grave,” Bettye Conyers Hardeman 
said. “Big deal. There was no letter 
of apologies. That was in exchange, 
of course, for a man’s whole life.”

Mrs. Hardeman is a daughter of Boyd 
Conyers, one of 167 black soldiers who> 
were dishonorably discharged on 
orders of President Theodore Roosevelt 
in 1906 following a shoot-up in 
Brownsville, Tex., in which one civilian 
died.

Roosevelt was angered over what he 
called their “conspiracy of silencer 
about the affair.

Not a single soldier was ever found 
guilty of the crime, for which all were 
punished: it was the only documented 
case of mass punishment in the history 
of the United States Army.

Sixty-six years later, in 1972, the 
Army cleared their records, calling the 
punishment a “gross injustice.” Dorsie 
Willis, then 87 and the sole survivor 
of the dishonored men, was awarded 
an honorable discharge and a tax-free 
Government check for $25,000.

“That dishonorable discharge kept 
me from improving my station,” Mr. 
Willis said, looking back on 60 years 
of sweeping up hair and shining shoes 
in a Minneapolis barber shop. “God 
knows what it did to the others.”

Boyd Conyers and the others went 
to their graves with the stigma: Mr. 
Conyers died in 1966 a t the age of 
84 in his hometown of Monroe,-Ga. 
His widow, Louella Conyers, now 89

and living in Atlanta, got the Army’s 
recompense and the flag in 1974.

The story of the Brownsville shooting 
and the undocumented charges that 
ruined the men of three companies in 
the First Battalion, 25th Infantry (Col­
ored), as the unit was called, has now 
been powerfully dramatized in “The 
Townsville Raid.” The play by Charles 
Fuller, presented by the Negro Ensem­
ble Company, opened to excellent re­
views recently at the Theater de Lys.

The drama was based on John Weav­
er’s authoritative book, “The Browns­
ville Raid,’ published in 1970.

Mrs. Hardeman, who lives in Daytona 
Beach, Fla., was in the New York area 
recently, visiting one of her daughters, 
Bettye L. Hardeman, an elementary 
school principal. Miss Hardgpaan, prom­
ised her mother a surprise treat and 
off they went to New York City.

One Civilian Dead
“You just can’t imagine my emotion 

when we rode up to  the theater that 
night and I saw ‘The Brownsville Raid’ 
on the marquee,” Mrs. Hardeman said 
in an interview the other day in her 
daughter’s home here. “I didn’t  even 
know they’d made a play from the 
story.”

Of all Boyd Conyers’s seven children, 
she was the most furious about the 
Brownsville incident that forever shad­
owed her father’s life. “I used to draw 
him out. about it all the time,” she /said. 
“He made i t  very clear to  me that the 
white people in Brownsville didn’t  want 
this black regiment there.”

Only nineteen days after they were 
posted to the little Texas town, which 
resented their coming, a gang of men 
rode through under cover of darkness,

in 1906 Texas Raid Recalls Stigma
guns ablaze. It was over in 10 minutes, 
with one civilian dead. Subsequent in­
vestigations failed to establish the iden­
tity of a single person involved. “And 
we was infantry,” Mr. Willis pointed 
out decades later. “W | never had any 
horses to  ride.”

Mrs. Hardeman said she must have 
asked her father “a thousand ques­
tions” about the incident and its after- 
math. “The more he answered, the 
more bitter I became about the injus 
tice,” she said. The sergeant of the unit,] 
and the hero of the play, who had 
chosen the Army as one of the few 
careers possible for a black man aftï ^ Ê  
the Emancipation and fought with dis- ▼ 
tinction in Cuba and Panama, spent ) 
the rest of his years as a day laborer ( 
in Washington.

The best' job Boyd Conyers ever had ' 
afterwards, his daughter said, was as. 
a mail carrier. “He would go to the* 
depot to fetch the bags of mail. Then . 
his boss found out about thé dishonora-1  
ble discharge. He figured a man witj ^  
that record wasn’t fit to carry the UnitV 
ed States mail; so he was fired.” £

Lived Simple Life
He started cooking for the rich ir 

a mountain resort area north of Mon­
roe; and his wife, Louella, cooked for 
the town families. Mr. Conyers built 
a little red house for his brood of seven, 
raised chickens and grew vegetables 
in the backyard. He traded and rented 
out horses. The Conyers’s kitchen was 
open to anyone who came to the door 
while Mrs. Conyers was there: “Nobody 
went away hungry,” Mrs. Hardeman 
recalled.

“They appointed my father head of 
the Community Chest for black pe ’
—that was segregated, too;

In 10th grade, the daughter saw a 
reference about the Brownsville affair 
in her history book: “I blurted-right 
out in class that my father was part 
of the discharged black regiment.” 
After that, she said, “I wasn’t part of 
the group any more;” black teacher and 
classmates alike “felt my father had 
done some terrible thing.”

Boyd Conyers and his wife never 
showed any bitterness about the dis­
honorable discharge, their daughter 
said, “no matter what they felt. It was 
partly their generation, too—more a 
feeling that it was totally a white 
man’s world: The generations that have 
come since haye each rebelled a little 
more.”

Bettye Conyers Hardeman, left, reminiscing about her father, Boyd, seen at right in a 
jL ^^oto made before 1906. Mrs. Conyers* daughters are Bettye, center, and Blanche. ¡petepumi

limn Alia.
Endangered butterflies get Califor­

nia habitat 16 Quotation
Ob

Stephen Berger, executive director of the Emergency Financial Control Board



J.S .Say s Most of Its Aid 

ToNew York City Seems 

i Beyond Reach of Slashes

Special to The New York Timet

! W ASHINGTON, Feb. 7— The great bulk  
tf Federal a ss is ta n ce  to  N ew  Y ork City, 
jstim ated a t  $2.8-biUion th is  fisca l year, 
p u n lik ely  to  b e  a ffected  b y  th e  c ity ’s 
la sh e s  in  its  budget, th e  G eneral A c­
counting O ffice said  today.

1 1n a  d eta iled  report on th e  situation , 
h e  A ccou n tin g  O ffice said  th a t th e  areasS w h ich  th e  c ity  cou ld  m ake m ajor budg  

reductions w ere  “city-con tro lled  pro  
Irams n o t  la rg e ly  supported b y  Federal jid.”
, It concluded  th a t s ta te  and  Federal 
jegulations sev ere ly  restricted!, in  the  
ihort run, th e  c ity ’s  ab ility  to  m ak e budg­
et cu ts  th a t w o u ld  in vo lve  Federal aid. 
*or exam ple, th e  report noted  estim ates  
p a t  72 p ercen t o f th e  M ayor’s  budget 
o r  f isca l 1976 w as n o t d irectly  con tro lla ­
l e  b y  h im . In other w ords, s ta te  régu le­
rons estab lish ed  under Federal gu id elin es  
¿ad gen era lly  m andated h o w  m u ch  the  
ity 'w a s  to  spend.

T hè report sa id  th at su ch  Federal as- 
(ista n ce  as  revenue-sharing, p u b lic  w ork s  
u n d s and! m o n ey  •  for  em ergen cy  jobs 
pnder th e  so -ca lled  GETA program  did  
tot require an y  loca l m atch ing  funds. A s  
o r  such  m ajor a id  program s as'M edicaid  
¿nd A id to  F am ilies w ith  D épendent Chil- 

’ "‘‘¡g  loca l financing  
^caseload lev e ls  

jn s ,J £ , added, 
"li

H h fflvely  
J l y  in  N ew  

16 S oviet

ate
_  i  a t  Florida
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Warren D. Chandler, Ex-Secretary 
Of New York Publishers Group

W arren D. Chandler, w h o  w a s secre­
tary o f the Publishers A ssocia tion  o f N ew  
York C ity  for 22 years, died la st W ednes­

d ay  in  Sarasota , F la., w h ere h e  had been  
liv in g  s in ce  1973. H e w a s  68 years o ld  
and a  form er resident o f  Larchm ont, N .Y .

Mr. Chandler, a  n ative  o f  L ow ell, 
M ass., w h o  grew  up in  D over, N .H ., w a s  
a graduate o f  the U n iversity  o f  -New 
H am pshire and la ter  studied  a t A m erican  
U n iversity  in W ash ington  and B rooklyn  
C ollege o f  Law. H e had been a lieutenant- 
co lon el in the A rm y R eserve.

Surviving are h is w ife , Frances; a son, 
Robert; tw o  brothers, H oward and  
Charles; and tw o  sisters, M able H udson  
and Florence L eighton.

HOSPITAL FUND FOUNDS 
A  HEALTH CARE PROGRAM
The U nited  H ospital Fund o f  N ew  

York announced  yesterd a y  th a t it  had  
foundied an  In stitu te  for H ealth  Care  
S tud ies to  d evelop  n e w  approaches to  
providing health -care serv ices, particu­
larly  in  urban areas.

Joseph  V. T erenzio, p resid en t o f  the  
fund and a  form er N ew  Y ork C ity  C om ­
m ission er  o f  H osp ita ls, sa id  o f  th e  n ew  
institute: “O ne o f  it s  prim ary functions  
is  to  stu d y  h o w  priorities can  b est be 
rearranged and h o w  to  reorgan ize the  
fin an cin g  o f  h ealth  serv ices  in  order to  
u se  ou r lim ited  resou rces e ff ic ie n tly .’’ 

Mr. T erenzio  said  th e  in stitu te , to  b e  
financed  b y  th e  fund an d  m dney sou gh t  
:’rom o u tsid e  sources, w a s  founded at a 

e  o f  severe  financia l d ifficu lties  in

5 v y ,  
tander.

A fte r  W orld W ar ú  Ì  j o i n e d  N ew  
York T elephone and later w orked for  
S ou th w est Bell until 1960, w h en  he cam e  
to  N ew  Y ork a s  m anager in  th e  long- 
range p lanning departm ent o f  A.T.&T. 
He w a s nam ed a  v ice  presid en t in  1963.

Mr. D eyo  is survived by  h is  w ife , 
Beatrice, and a son, Frederic. Other sur­
vivors include three brothers, Frederic, 
R aym ond and Robert, and a sister, D oris 
Schm idt.

aw rtH bbey Sim on
In h is  la ter  recita ls here, Mr. F oster  

o ften  stressed  his in terest in  unusual 
w ork s o f  the 19th- and early  20th -century  
repertory and on ly  recen tly  revived a 
lon g-n eg lected  p iano concertó  by Ernest 
Schelling. Harold C. Schonberg, m u sid  
critic  o f  The T im es, referred to  him  in)
1963 a s  “an in teresting, orig inal p ian ist, 
th e  m aster  o f  ton a l shading, and an  
artist.” The p ian ist g a v e  h is la st recital 
in  N ew  Y ork in A lice  T ully H all in 1972.

H e is  survived  b y  h is  w ife , th e  form er  
Bronja Singer, a  p ian ist and teacher, and I Jane Cook; tw o  sons, W illiam  Jr. and  
tw o  sons, L incoln and Justin . I John, and a  daughter, N ancy M arthins.

WILLIAM R. FARRELL
W illiam  R. Farrell, an advertising  ex e c ­

u tive w h o retired as director o f  th e  M on­
santo C om pany’s m arketing services  
departm ent, died W ednesday in  Pom pano  
Beach, Fla. He w a s 69 years old.
/  | l r .  Farrell, a n a tive  o f  M unising, M ich., 

a graduate o f  the U niversity  o f  
\igan, had been  a  v ice  president of 

N ielsen , B enton  & B ow les, Inc., and  
W ard W heelock  Com pany, w h ere he  
m e first v ice  p resident bfore join ing  

Isa n to  a s  d irector o f  advertising in
fa
iurvivers include h is w ife , th e  farm er

ALTSCHULD— Samuel 0, Beloved hus­
band of Freída.. Devoted father of 
Robert, Mack; jack and Blanche Wein­
berger. Loving brother of Hai ry, Benny 
and Jennie, cherished grandfather and 
great-grandfather. Services today, 1:30 
P.M., kesnick & Buchblnder, Inc., 
“Parkslde Memorial Chapel," 98-60 
Queens ' Blvd., corner' 66 Avenue, 
Forest Hills,

B IRM INGHAM — Margaret G. (nee El­
liott) on February 7, 1977. Beloved 
wire of James F. Devoted mortier of 
Ellen Zahakos, James F. Jr., and 
Thomas E. Birmingham. Dear daughter 
of Patricia and the late William 
Elliott. Sisrer of Eileen Gould, Con­
stance Maher, Dorothy Frltch, William 
and Major Warren Elliott. Reposing 
at the Macken Mortuary, 52 Clinton 
Ave., Rockville Centre, L.l. Mass of 
the Resurrection St. Agnes Cathedral, 
Thursday, February 10, at 10 A.M. 
Interment St. John's Cemetery, Middle 
Village, N.Y. Family will receive 
friends 2-5 and 7-9 P.M.

BOLONGNINO— Hilda, in her 82d year, 
on Feb. 6, 1777. Beloved wlte of the 
lake Laurence, dearest aunt of Tristan 
Dupre. Reposing Walter B. Cooke 
Funeral Home, 3d Ave. and 85th St., 
New York City. Funeral Wednesday,
1 P.M. Entombment Ferncllff Ceme­
tery.

BRADY— John. We all miss you. We 
felt your love and understanding 
life will not be the same, 
you. ' Laufi'

BROWN— Louis, 
and 
Isi

i
S te a t iT ö

FABER— Fannie, belovef wife of the j GRcENWALD— Karen. Klhed in a car
lata Harry, aevoied «other or rieiny 
and Lewis, cherisiiedferandmothcr oi 
Howard, Jason and Jpkd, dear sister 
of ceon Weisteld, dd^juoooman alio 
Sylvia Morris. Servirviuesday, Feb. 
8, i977, 2:15 P R i v e r s i d e ,
. 6<h Street and A m u f t m  Ave.

FABER— Fannie. The m ^ » r s  and staff 
of the Leadership D e^w m em  Divi­
sion of the United ^ V ish  Appeal- 
Federation of JewishVhllamhropies 
Joint Campaign m ournne passing oi 
the beloved mother o ff Lew is Faoer, 
a dedicated leader in i i r  work. Her 
love and compassion aif reflected in 
her son s devoted ertorfs on behalf of 
the Jewish people. Our heartfelt con­
dolences to the family.

FEDER— Max, Beloved husband of Sarah, 
devoted father of Dr. Ned and Myra 
Nelson. Dear brother of Morris A lov­
ing grandfather. Services Thursday, 
February 10, 11 A.M.

Congregation Kodeph Sholom,
7 W. 83d it., N.Y.C.

FEDER— Max. The Rabbis, , Officers, 
Trustees Congregants and Auxiliaries 
of Congregation Rodeph Sholom
mourn the passing j f o i ^  Former 
Executive D lr e c tQ L ^ M H ^ B b  com­
bined his. 
the

accuent, Feoruary 6, 19/7. She is sur­
vived by her mother, Mrs. Kay 
Greenwald or Monsey NY; her fa­
ther, Lloyd ureenwald of New Jersey; 
her sister, Mrsi Randy Pierce, of 
Jacksonville, Florida, t-uneral serv­
ices will be held ar Heilman's Fu­
neral Chapel, Spring Valiey, NY, 
Wednesday, February 9, at noon. In- 
termenr Beth David Cemetery, ' El- 
month NY. In lieu of flowers please 
send donations to the United Jewls.i 
Appeal.

G.sfclr— Harry, on Feb. 7, 1977, Be­
loved husband of Ann, dear father ot 
Alan Greif and Diane Kanefsky, dear 
father-in-law of Marty and Esther and 
grandfather or Mark, loving son of 
Sophie Greif and cherished brother 
of Lou Greif, Ann Wittenberg and 
Yetta Pinsker. Services Tuesday at 10 
A.M. at Blau Memorial Chapel, 1s3 
East Broadway, New York.

GRE IF— Harry. The Employees of Noe! 
Jrs. wish to express their sorrow at 
the passing of Harry Greif.

HAIZEN— Ethel, beloved wife of Jack, 
loving aunt. Services "Park West," 
i lS  W. 79th St., Tuesday, Feb. 8, 
at 1 P.M.

HARRIS— Cecelia A. (nee Harvey). Feb­
ruary 5, 1977. Beloved wife of Ber- 

rd. Devoted mother of Rev. Robert 
rrts and Marilyn Harris. Dear 
if Lena Mulptbx ¿rod Marie 

Wad-

February 6, 
flZr husband Alfred, 

7 daughter Mrs. Dolly 
Yng, N.Y., son Leonard, 
Delaware; grandchildren 

Anita, Stephen and Barbara. 
ISral at Riverside Chapel. 179 St. 

fnd Grand Concourse, Tuesday, Feb. 
8th at 2:00 P.M. In lieu of flowers 
contributions to your favorite charity. 
Shiva at 660 Ft. Washington Ave., NYC. 

LLOYD— Theodore Allen, devoted father 
of Theodore Jr., Judith Callahan and 
Mary Baxter. Loving grandfather of 
Megan and Gillian Callahan, and 
Daniel, Pamela and Laura Baxter. Be­
loved brother of Irving Goldman. 
Services at 11:00 A.M.,: TuesdaV, 
February 8, Nassau-North Chanel, 55 
N. Station Plaza, Great Neck. In lieu 
of flowers, contributions may (be made 
In his name to The City of Hope. 

LLOYD— Theodore Allen. We are deeply 
saddened at the loss of our dear friend 
and companion.

EVELYN, WAYNE A LYDIA  GETTING ER  
LOPEZ— Louis R., .beloved husband of 

Beatrice, devoted father of Brenda 
dear brother of Meyer, Joseph and 
Anne Golden. Loving grandfather of 
Lisa and Anthony Levinson. Reposing 
Monday 2-4 P.M., 7-9 P.M., at "Park 
West," 115 West 79 St., N.Y.C. 
Funeral services Tuesday 12 Noon. 
Interment Malmonldes Cemetery, El- 
mont, L.l.

LOPEZ— Louis R. The Partners and 
Associates of Lopez, Edwards, Frank 
A Co., record with deep sorrow the 
passing of our esteemed partner, 
associate and friend. Heartfelt sympa­
thy Is extended to the bereaved family. 

MACK— Irving. Beloved husband of 
Pauline, devoted father of George 8 
David. Dear brother of Helen Rappa- 
port A Harry-Mack. Loving grand­
father of Julia, Susan, Aaron Jacob, 
Joshua, Aaron, Louis A Ezra. Cherished 
father-in-law of Judith A Olga. Please 
omit flowers. Contributions may be 
made to Hadassah. Services Wednes­
day, Feburay 9. TO A.M. “The 
Riverside," 76 St. A Amsterdam Ave. 

MACK— Irving. With deep sorrow the 
New York Chapter of Hadassah marks 
the passing of Irving Mack, beloved 
husband of Pauline, a Past President 
of our Chapter. His friendship, wlise 
counsel, his love for Israel and 

- Hadassah, will be sorely missed by 
alt who knew and loved him. Heart­
felt sympathies to Pauline, George, 
David and their families.

Mrs. GEO RGE S. MACK, President. | 
New York Chapter of Hadassah. 

MacRAE— Grace, on February 6, 1977 
Beloved wife of Roderick, Jr., devoted 
mother of Duncan T. and Roderick I I I  
Loving sister of Mrs. J. Boyd (Helen) 
Henson and the late Thomas Lavln, Jr. 
Also survived by two grandchildren. 
Reposing at the McMahon, Lyon and 
Hartnett Funeral Home, 491 Mamaro- 
neck Ave., White Plains, N.Y. Mass 
of Christian Burial Wednesday, 11 AM, 
St. Bernard's Church. Interment Mt. 
Hope Cemetery. Visiting hours Tuesday 
2-4 and 7-9 PM.

M ARTIN I— Gabriel P. Esq. on Febru­
ary 7th. Assistant Executive Director 
of the Guild for Exceptional Children. 
First Vice President of the Brooklyn 
Civitan Club, Beloved husband of 
Margaret nee Quinn, adored father of 
Anna Campanaro, respected father in 
law of Joseph A. Campanaro. Be­
loved grandfather of David Joseph, 
dear brother of Joseph, Theresa Cas- 
sone, Elizabeth, Victor, Francis and 
Jeannette Cassone, uncle of Barbara 
and David Colton. Reposing at Jo­
seph V. Sessa Funeral Home 6924 
Fort Hamilton Parkway until Thurs­
day 9 A.M., funeral Mass St. Eph- 
rem's Church 9:30 A.M.

McCADDIN— Isabel L., On February 7, 
1977. Devoted daughter of Lillian nee 
(Barrett) A William. Dear sister of 
Margaret M. Kenney and Rose B. 
Lynch. Reposing 2-5 A 7-9 P.M. at 
Henry McCaddin A Son, 24 Seventh 
Ave., Brooklyn, Mass of Christian 
Burial Church of St. Francis Xavier 
Thursday 9:45 A.M. Interment Holy 
Cross Cemetery.

1 Beaths B o t i j a
Altschuld, Samuel D. 

Birmingham, Margar 
Bolongnlno, Hilda 
Brady, John 
Brown, Louis 

Campbell, John L  

Clarke, Gertrude 
Cohen,Jeanne 
Dickson, Isidore 
Doyle, M. Dorland 

Dwyer, Thomas H. 

Fantel, Robert J.

: Faber, Fannie 

Feder, Max 
Fischer, Augusta M. 

Gilmore, Lillian 
Gold, Ruth 

Goldberg, Abraham 
Gowen, Sally H. 

Grange, Agatha 

Graubard, Rose 

Greenberg, Sadie 

Greenwald, Karen 
Greif, Harry 

Halzen, Ethel 
Harris, Cecelia 

Hefele, George M. 

Hill, Ethel O'Kane 
Honeystein, Herman 

Kanterman, Usher 

Kaplan, Barry I. 

Karp, Abraham 
Klug, Helen N.

Lane, William D. 
Lentner, Tarah 

Lewenthal, Howard 

Licht, Emanuel H. 
Llppman, Jennie 

Uoyd, Theodore A. 
Lopez, Louis R. 

Mack, Irving 

MacRae, Grace

McCaddin, Isabel L  
McGowan, Sadie 

Martini, Gabriel P. B 
Mendel, Berthe E. 

Meyers, Harry C ,  Jr 
Muscillo, Cirlaco G. 
Nelter, Anne 
Nolan, Clarlse 
Parish, Henry 11 

Pamassa, Stephen 
Plllersdorf, Hyman 

Pinner, Irene 
Prichard, Margaret E 

Ralman, Murray 

Raskin, Jane 
Reiss, Martin 

Rose, Stanley H. - 

Rosenfeld, Frances 
Schlff, Arthur 
Schoenfeld, William 

Schulhaus, Sarah 
Septon, Murray 

Sgritta, Josephine F. 

Shapiro, Herman 

Shifrin, Morris 

Shrlro, Jacob 
Silverman, Ruth 

Slssman, Louis 

Slotkin, Abraham 

Small, Joseph T. 

Smith, Alice G. 
Stephens, Roy M. 

Stewart, Lucy W. 
Tamm, Olga 

Taylor, Olive G. 

Trubltz, Rae 

Umlas, David 

Volk, Adelaide A. 
Ward, Thomas J. 

Welntraub, Joseph 
Yusen, Henrietta 

Zak, Margarete

SILVERMAN— Ruth, died suddenly In 
Hollywood, Fla. on February 7, 1977. 
Beloved wife of Charles. Loving 
mother of Earle and Harold. Fond 
mother-in-law of Helene. Cherished 
grandmother of Paul, Meryl and Lee. 
Dear sister of Gussle Goodman and 
Morris Erenstott. Services at “The 
Riverside," 76 St. A Amsterdam Ave., 
on Wednesday, February 9th at 
12:45 P.M.

SILVERM AN— Ruth, the officers and 
the Board of Trustees of the Con­
servative Synagogue Adath Israel and 
the Board of Trustees ot the Adath i 
Israel Endowment Fund convey theirj 
sincere sympathy and condolences to< 
the bereaved family. Services Wednes-1 
day, 12:45 P.M., The Riverside, 76 
St. and Amsterdam Ave.

HERBERT TAUB, President

PARNASSA— Stephen, on Feb. 6, 1977. 
Beloved husband, of ¿Ithena, .cnerlsheo 
father of Eugehia, Alexandra, Pris­
cilla and Stephanie. Survived by three 
grandchildren. Funeral Wednesday, 10 
A.M., at Annunciation G.O. Church, 302 W. 91st St. (at West End Ave.), 
New York City. Interment Mount 
Olivet Cemeiery. Visiting hours at the 
church, Tuesday, 3 to 9 P.M. In lieu 
of flowers family requests donations 
be made to A.H.E.P.A. Open Heart 
Fund or the A.H.E.P.A. Cyprus Chil­
drens Fund, 31-14 30th Ave., Astoria, 
N.Y. 11104.

PILLERSDORF— Dr. Hyman. The Offi­
cers, Trustees and Members of Tempie 
Beih El, totarhorst, N.Y., and its 
Affiliates express deepest sympathy 
on the passing of their member. We 
grieve with the family on their loss.

GEO RGE PITTEL, Pres.
P IN N ER— Irene, beloved wife of the late 

Ernest, devoted mother of Richard 
and Edward, and loving grandmother 
of Richard and Elizabeth. Services at 
“Park West", 115 W. 79 St. Wed. 
Feb. 9 at 12 Noon.

PRICHARD— Margaret D. Reposing at 
Williams Funeral Home on Broadway 
at 232 St* Bronx, until 9:30 A.M. 
Thursday.

RA IM AN— Murray, beloved husband of 
Ann, devoted father of Marilyn Gar- 
bash and Gloria Kozan, cherished 
grandfather of five and great-grand­
father of two. Service Wednesday, 
Feb. 9, 1977, 12 Noon, at “The River­
side,” Bronx, 179th Street and Grand 
Concourse.

RASKIN— Jane. The Board of Directors, 
Brooklyn Section, National Council o> 
Jewish Women express their profound 
sorrow on the loss of Jane Raskin, 
volunteer In the Council Center for 
Senior Citizens and member of the 
Board of Directors, Brooklyn Section, 
N.C.J.W.

JUDITH GOLDEN, President
jlEISS— Martin, beloved husband of 

Estelle, devoted father of Ellen Hoyt 
and Dr. Gordon S., adored grand­
father; Services were held Feb. 7. 
SE— Capt. Stanley H. “A "  Co. The 
eterans of 7th Regiment announce 
th deep regret the passing of their 

med comrade.
GEORGE M. MARTIN, President 
gLD — Frances. Mother of Zelda 

Grandmother of Robert anc 
Jmatz. Service Tuesday 11:15 

k Riverside, 76th St. A Am- 
Family will be at 

¿1. St.. NYC.
|ces today, 1:30 

I, Grand Con- 
Bronx. 
am, su<liat

CH A IM  PEARL, Rabbi)
SISSMAN— Louis. Beloved husbend of 

Minnie, devoted father of Betty Lit- 
sky and Jack Slssman, father-in-law 
of Harold and Edna, loving grandfa­
ther of Andrew, Eric, Rosemary, Amy 
and Thomas Litsky, Matthew and 
Daniel Slssman, and greatgrandfather 
of Jason Litsky, brother of Celia ' 
Sirota, Goldie Fiszell, Rose Sllber- 
stein. Jack Sussman, Max and Na­
than Sissman, compassionate and 
respected friend. Services Tuesday, 
1:00 P.M., Nassau North Chapel, 55 
N. Station Plaza, Great Neck.

SLOTKIN— Abraham. Beloved husband 
of Sarah, devoted father of Irwin, 
loving grandfather of Jay A Roger. 
Services private, “Parkslde" Chapels, 
Jerome Ave. nr. 170 St., Bronx.

SMALL— Joseph T., of Brookline, Mass., 
Feb. 4, 1977, of Longwood Towers, 
20 Ohapel St., In his 76th year. Fu­
neral service at the Eastman Fu­
neral Home, 896 Beacon St., corner 
of Park Drive, Boston, on Wednesday, 
Feb. 9, at 2 P.M. There will be no 
visiting hours. Kindly do not send 
flowers. If desired, donations In 
memory of Mr. Small may be lent 
to the Heart or Kidney Funds.

SM ITH— Alice G., died Feb. 7, 1977. 
Wife of the late Gerard S. Smith, 
survived by sons, Stephen A. of Water- 
vllle. Me., Gerard W. of Litchfield, 
Conn., Anthony C  of Devon, England, 
Peter and Richard Smith. Also sur- 1 
vlved by 12 grandchildren and nephew, 
Barry Good. Funeral service ait St. 
Aloyslus Church, New Canaan, Conn. 
Thursday 10 A.M. Friends may visit 
Wednesday Feb. 9 6-9 P.M. at 1031 

.Oenoke Rd., New Canaan, Conn.
STEPHENS— Roy McCutcheon, of Bronx- 

ville, N.Y., on Feb. 5, 1977. Beloved 
husband of Alice Denlce Stephens, 
devoted father of Roy S. and Jane 5. 
Stephens, dear brother of Slewart L- 
Stephens. The family will be present 
at the Fred H. McGrath A Son Funeral 
Home, Bronxvllle, from 2 P.M. until 
4 P.M. and 7 P.M. until 9 P.M., 
Tuesday. Service at Christ Church, 
Bronxvllle, on Wednesday, Feb. 9, at 
10 A.M. Instead of flowers those who 
wish may make contributions to the 
Heart Fund.

STEWART— Lucy Warner. Sun., Feb. 6, 
1977 In Omaha, Neb. Formerly of 
Manhasset, L.I. Wife of the late David 
H, Stewart. Mother of Lucy Kasten- 
bein and Dr. Mathilda Mdntire. 
Grandmother of David Mdntire and 
Davie Kastenbeln. Service at the Com­
munity Reform Church, Manhasset, 
L.I., Wednesday, 2 P.M. Interment; 
Nassau Knolls Cemetery.

TAMM— Olga, on Feb. 6, 1977. BelovedJ 
mother of Dr. Igor Tamm, dear grand-l 
mother of Carol, Eric and E llen/ 
Service was held on Monday.

TAYLOR— Olive G. (Ulrich) on Februl 
ary 6, 1977. Widow of George H j  
Taylor. Friends may call at Fran'
E. Campbell, Madison Ave. at 81 StJ 
from 2-5 P.M. on Wednesday. Servltf 
Thursday at 11 A.M.

TRUBITZ— Rae, devoted wife of the lâ j 
Irving, beloved mother of Leste 
Milton and Shirley, loving sister 
Anna Garfinkel, cherished grandmother' 
of Linda, Joan, Marc, Edward, Jimmy, 
Michael, Sandra and Rose, adored 
great grandmother of Eli, Allcan, 
Uval, Rose Anne, Jessica, Alana, and 
Even. Services Tuesday, 10:15 A.M. 
at "The Riverside" Amsterdam Ave. 
and 76th Street.

TRUBITZ— Rae. The Employees of Tru­
bltz Electric Co. Inc., mourn the loss 
of the mother of their employers, 
Lester and Milton.

UMLAS— David, beloved husband of Lil­
lian, devoted father of Arthur, 
brother of Gwenne Hitsous,
Seld and Beniamin, cherished 
father. Services Tuesday,
"Westminster Chapels 
Ave. (Avenue Hi

VOLK— AdelaU*
Volk. Slsfej 
Arcadia«
Shun)̂
Fell



Stephen Berger, executive director of the Emergency Board

a$saileu
city's He«... --
disaster.” Dr............aan responded by a u
Berger of trying to “destroy” the municipal he. 
system. Dr. Hollomatt was ousted from his job la&u 
month.

David L. Yunich, then chairman of the Metro­
politan Transportation Administration, Was ridi-

Family of Black Victim
By NAN ROBERTSON
Special to The New York Time* '

OSSINING, N.Y.—“An Army captain 
came around and gave my mother a 
check for $10,000, an American flag 
and a military marker for my father’s 
grave,” Bettye Conyers Hardeman 
said. “Big deal. There was no letter 
of apologies. That was in exchange, 
of course, for a man’s whole life.”

Mrs. Hardeman is a daughter of Boyd 
Conyers, one of 167 black soldiers who 
were dishonorably discharged on 
orders of President Theodore Roosevelt 
in 1906 following a shoot-up in 
Brownsville, Tex., in which one civilian 
died.

Roosevelt was angered over what ho 
called their “conspiracy of silence**' 
about the affair. ^  v

Not a single soldier was ever found 
guilty of the crime, for which all were 
punished: it was the only documented 
case of mass punishment in the history 
of the United States Army.

Sixty-six years later, in 1972, the 
Army cleared their records, calling the 
punishment a "gross injustice.” Dorsie 
Willis, then 87 and the sole survivor 
of the dishonored men, was awarded 
an honorable discharge and a tax-free 
Government check for $25,000.

“That dishonorable discharge kept 
me from improving my station,” Mr. 
Willis said, looking back on 60 years 
of sweeping up hair and shining shoes 
in a Minneapolis barber shop. “God 
knows what it did to the others.”

Boyd Conyers and the others went 
to their graves with the stigma: Mr. 
Conyers died in 1966 a t the age of 
84 in his hometown of Monroe,. Ga. 
His widow, Louella Conyers, now 89

and living in Atlanta, got the Army’s 
recompense and the flag in 1974.

The story of the Brownsville shooting 
and the undocumented charges that 
ruined the men of three companies in 
the First Battalion, 25th Infantry (Col­
ored), as the unit was called, has now 
been powerfully dramatized in “The 
Brownsville Raid.” The play by Charles 
Fuller, presented by the Negro Ensem­
ble Company, opened to excellent re­
views recently at the Theater de Lys.

The drama was based on John Weav­
er’s authoritative book, “The Browns­
ville Raid,’ published in 1970.

Mrs. Hardeman, who lives in Daytona 
Beach, Fla., was in the New York area 
recently, visiting one of her daughters, 
Bettye L. Hardeman, an elementary 
school principal. Miss Hardeman, prom­
ised her mother a surprise treat and 
off they went to New York City.

One Civilian Dead
“You just can’t imagine my emotion 

when we rode up to the theater that 
night and I saw ‘The Brownsville Raid’ 
on the marquee,” Mrs. Hardeman said 
in an interview the other day in her 
daughter’s home here. “I didn’t  even 
know they’d made a play from the 
story.”

Of all Boyd Conyers’s seven children, 
she was the most curious about the 
Brownsville incident that forever shad­
owed her father’s life. “I used to draw 
him out about it all the time,” she said. 
“He made it very clear to me that the 
white people in Brownsville didn’t  want 
this black regiment there.”

Only nineteen days after they were 
posted to the little Texas town, which 
resented their coming, a gang of men 
rode through under cover of darkness,

News Summar

in 1906 Texas Raid R Stigma
guns ablaze. It was over in 10 minutes, 
with one civilian dead. Subsequent in­
vestigations failed to establish the iden­
tity of a single person involved. “And 
we was infantry,” Mr. Willis pointed 
out decades later. “We never had any 
horses to ride.”

Mrs. Hardeman said she must have 
asked her father “a thousand ques­
tions” about the incident and its after- 
math. “The more he answered, the 
more bitter I became about the injus­
tice,” she said. The sergeant of the unit, 
and the hero of the play, who had, 
chosen the Army as one of the few 
careers possible for a black man aft/, 
the Emancipation and fought with dis­
tinction in Cuba and Panama, spent , 
the rest of his years as a day laborer ( 
in Washington.

The-best job Boyd Conyers ever had f 
afterwards, his daughter said, was as i 
a mail carrier. “He would go to the', 
depot to fetch the bags of mail. Then ' 
his boss found out about the dishonora­
ble discharge. He figured a man win 
that record wasn’t fit to carry the Unit­
ed States mail; so he was fired.”

Lived Simple Life
He started cooking for the rich ir 

a mountain resort area north of Mon­
roe; and his wife, Louella, cooked for 1 
the town families. Mr. Conyers bu ilth 
a little red house for his brood of seven, . 
raised chickens and grew vegetables 
in the backyard. He traded and rented 
out horses. The Conyers’s kitchen was 
open to anyone who came to the dooi| 
while Mrs. Conyers was there: “Nobody 
went away hungry,” Mrs. Hardeman) 
recalled.

“They appointed my father head o( 
the Community Chest for black per 
—that was segregated, too.”

In 10th grade, the daughter saw a 
reference about the Brownsville affair 
in her history book: “I blurted right 
out in class that my father was part 

| of the discharged black regiment.” 
After that, she said, “I wasn’t  part of 

[ the group any more;” black teacher and 
; classmates alike “felt my father had 
done some terrible thing.” V

Boyd Conyers and his wife never 
showed any bitterness about the dis­
honorable discharge, their daughter 
said, “no matter what they felt. It was 
partly their generation, too—-more a 
feeling that it was totally a white 
man’s world: The generations that have 
come since haye each rebelled a little 
more.”

Th# New Yortc Tlmes/MImt
Bettye Conyers Hardeman, left, reminiscing about her father, Boyd, seen a t right in a 

-hoto made before 1906. Mrs. Conyers* daughters are Bettye, center, and Blanche."*^ Aq pajepun 
jsnui aqi-
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INTRODUCTION

The National Archives began collecting and preserving films soon 
after it was established in 1934. There are now over 60,000 reels of 
edited and unedited motion pictures dating from 1894 to the present.
This film is in the form of out takes, newsreels, information and 
training films, and documentaries. There are also a few feature films. 
Because the National Archives is entrusted with the responsibility of 
preserving the permanently valuable records of the U.S. Government, 
many motion pictures were transferred from Government agencies. Approx­
imately 75 percent fall into this category; the remaining 25 percent 
represent private donations.

An index appears at the end of this paper. References in the 
index are to record group numbers, which are placed at the right margin 
in the body of the paper.

Individual researchers may study films in the motion picture 
research room, and groups may view them in the National Archives Theater, 
provided reference prints are available. In either case, reservations 
are generally needed. There is no charge for screening films at the 
National Archives. Reproduction services are available for filmmakers 
and other users; however, some films may be encumbered by copyright and/or 
other restrictions imposed by Government agencies or other sources. 
Inquiries concerning films or film services should be addressed to the 
Director, Audiovisual Archives Division, National Archives and Records 
Service, Washington, D.C. 20408 (Motion picture research room telephone 
number: 202-963-6725).

Although no loan service is available, Government films that are 
in current circulation can be rented or purchased through the facilities 
of the National Audiovisual Center, Washington, D.C. 20409.

1



MOTION PICTURES
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL ARCHIVES DIVISION 

OF TOE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Records of the United States Food Administration, RG 4
-----1917-18. ' 7  reels :---------- --------------  ----

Films of supporters of the Food Control Act, Senators George E. 
Chamberlain and Willard Saulsbury, Representatives Champ Clark and Asbury 
F. Lever, and Food Administrator Herbert C. Hoover.

A film on wartime farming in France. Animated cartoons dramatizing 
the need to conserve food.

Records of the Office of Education. RG 12
-----1940-55. 15 reels’.---------- --- -

"Fight for Life,” a 1940 documentary about obstetrical training and 
practice in the Chicago slums, written and directed by Pare Lorentz.
Films, 1944-45, intended for use in supervisory training and a film on the 
industrial skills of the blind. A filmed address of President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower to the White House Conference on Education, November 28-December 
1, 1955.

Records of the Veterans Administration. RG 15
“--- 1919 and TTOV '77 "reel si-------- ----S

Films pertaining to the work of the Bureau of War Risk Insurance,
1919. A film explaining the organization of the Veterans Administration,
1946. Several documentaries explaining and illustrating the educational, 
financial, medical, and rehabilitation services of the Veterans Administration.

Records of the Office of the Secretary of Agriculture. RG 16
-----1928-55.' " W reeT sT -------- ----- ------ —  --- -

Films illustrating Federal farm programs and other films that served 
as educational or informational films primarily for agricultural communi­
ties, 1928-55. "Power and the Land,” produced in 1940 by the U.S. Film 
Service for the Rural Electrification Administration and directed by Joris 
Ivens.

Records of the Army Air Forces. RG 18
-----1912-49. 5,8 3T reels“.---;

World War II training films illustrating the coordination of the 
various operational units of the American 8th Army Air Force and the combined 
efforts of these units in preparing and completing a bombing mission; and 
world War II training films instructing in flight and gunnery and the mainte­
nance and use of planes, helicopeters, airfield tractors, forklift trucks, 
spray painting equipment, and the like.

Air Transport Command briefing films consisting of aerial and ground 
views of terrain, flight routes, and landing facilities in the South Atlantic, 
North Atlantic, Europe, India and China, the Caribbean, South America, Africa, 
the Pacific, the British Isles, Alaska, the Canal Zone, and the United States.
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Animation for the briefing films shows particular flight routes, locations 
of landing strips, radio beams, and the principal geographic configuration 
of specific areas.

Outtakes from ’Thunderbolts,” a 1946 William Wyler production docu­
menting activities of the 12th Army Air Force in Europe, June 1944-April 
1945. Combat footage made in all theaters of operation in World War II 
concerning activities of the USAAF and containing camera records on all 
other aspects of the war, including such things as land and sea battles; 
amphibious operations; civilian and military leaders of the Allied Powers 
attending conferences and visiting troops; entertainers; war correspondents; 
Red Cross activities; rest and recreation activities; native peoples and 
their customs and participation in the war; captured enemy spies and 
saboteurs; Allied and Axis prisoners of war and prisoners-of-war camps; 
internees and internee camps; concentration camps; Axis atrocities; V-E 
and V-J Days; the occupation of Germany and Japan; the atomic scientists; 
the A-bomb blast over Nagasaki; and damage to Nagasaki and Hiroshima.

Films concerning the development and use of lighter-than-air craft, 
1925-35. A film made by the Air Corps of the 1933 Arkansas flood. A 
Coast Guard training film on swimming through burning oil and in surf.
A film entitled ”Last Rites of the Battleship Maine,” made by the Selig 
Corp. in 1912.

Records of District Courts of the United States. RG 21
-----1903" and'1927. T'reeTsZ-----------------

Films filed as plaintiff’s exhibits in a copyright case brought before 
the U.S. Circuit Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, American 
Mutoscope and Biograph Company v. Sigmund Lubin, October 1903. Films from 
the records of the U.S. District court tor the Western District of Washington 
of the Dempsey-Tlmney heavyweight boximg match held at Soldiers Field, 
Chicago, September 22, 1927, and of the Dempsey-Sharkey fight held at 
Yankee Stadium, New York City, July 21, 1927.

Records of the Fish and Wildlife Service. RG 22
-----191T-37/ 13' reels'.--- ------------

Films made by the Bureau of Fisheries in the 1920’s concerning cooper­
ative fish culture in the United States and pearl culture in Japan. A film 
relating to an inspection trip to Alaska made by Bureau officials, including 
Commissioner Henry O’Malley, ca. 1929.

Department of Agriculture films instructing in the control of pests 
such as rats, prairie dogs, and porcupines, 1915-16. A film on life in a 
Boy Scout camp, ca. 1937, and a film illustrating aerial bombing techniques 
of the Air Service, 1921.

Records of the Bureau of Naval Personnel. RG 24
-----1917=77. ' TOTreels;---------------

Films made or collected by the Bureau of Naval Personnel or its pre­
decessor, the Bureau of Navigation, relating to naval air activities 
during World War I in the Atlantic and at the Key West Naval Station,
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including submarine patrol, convoy escort, rescue operations, and ground 
operations; ship launchings and maintenance at the Newport News Naval 
Shipyard; submarine maneuvers; Marine training; torpedo manufacturing and 
firing; and minelaying in the North Sea from a base in England,

Films of Liberty loan drive activities, patriotic celebrations, pa­
rades, ceremonies, and armistice celebrations in New York City, Washington,
D.C., Pittsburgh* and London, Persons participating include President 
Woodrow Wilson, Secretary of the Navy .Josephus Daniels, Secretary of War 
Newton D. Baker, Adms. William S. Benson and C. T. Grayson, Gens. John J.
Pershing and Alexander B. Dyer, Lt. John Philip Sousa, Gov. Charles S.
Whitman of New York, and Mayor John F. Hylan of New York City.

News coverage of President Wilson’s second inaugural and films of his 
first visit to Europe following the armistice, including his departure 
aboard the transport George Washington, the arrival of the convoy in Brest, 
and the welcoming procession in the streets of Brest.

Films depicting war damage to Rheims, France, and Os tend, Belgium, 
and to other towns and the countryside of both France and Belgium. Films 
of German prisoners of war, captured German armament, and a U-boat. News­
reel films of postwar Volendam, Holland, and the gardens at Versailles.

Films of American leaders, including Secretary of the Navy Daniels,
Secretary of State Robert Lansing, Adms. William S. Sims, William S. Benson,
Roger Welles, Albert Gleaves, and Hugh Rodman, with foreign dignitaries 
on visits to the United States and abroad U.S. Navy vessels. Dignitaries include 
include Prince Exel of Denmark, King Alfonso and Queen Victoria of Spain, 
and King George V of Britain. Films of the dedication of an American 
Expeditionary Forces monument at St. Nazaire, France, with U.S. Ambassador 
Myron T, Herrick, Marshal Ferdinand Foch, and General Pershing participating; 
and of President and Mrs. Warren G. Harding aboard the Presidential Yacht 
Mayflower, ca. 1921.

Films of the 1924 transatlantic flight of the airship Los Angeles 
(ZR-3), of rescue operations by lighter-than-air craft, and of a demon- 
stration of aerial mapping techniques at Miami, Fla.

Films of postwar Navy training in seamanship, first aid, and the 
repair and maintenance of electrical equipment, madiinery, dirigibles, and 
airplanes aboard ships, at several navy yards and bases, and at the Naval 
Academy and the Great Lakes Naval Training Station.

News coverage and Navy films of League of Nations, Red Cross, and 
U.S. Navy activities relating to the removal of Armenian and Greek refugees 
from TUrkey to Greece, ca. 1921, and films of the rescue of personnel from 
grounded and burning ships.

Films of recreation aboard ships and of sightseeing all over the 
world. Many scenes of U.S. Navy ships in harbors, at sea, on maneuvers, 
and so forth, and of ships of the Italian, British, and Turkish Navies.

A film about the newly acquired Virgin Islands, ca. 1918.
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RG 25Records of the National Labor Relations Board,
1958. 1 reel.
A film of the complete assembly of Ford automobiles.

Records of the United States Coast Guard. RG 26
------- »18-557 ~8T~feeTsY-----------------------  -------

Films, 1918-38 and 1945-55, about the history of the Coast Guard 
illustrating its peacetime activities, including rescue work at sea and in 
inland disaster areas, cooperation with the Fish and Wildlife Service in 
the whaling and fur seal industries, waterfront and harbor protection and 
law enforcement, enforcement of ship safety regulations, beach and off­
shore patrols against smuggling, icebreaking and lighthouse duties in the 
Great Lakes, iceberg patrol, lighthouse and light buoy construction and 
maintenance, navigation assistance to ships in U.S. coastal waters and 
abroad, weather observation, training and education at the Coast Guard 
Academy and at other institutions, and recreation. Films relating to 
domestic activities during World War II, including dock and harbor patrol, 
ship inspection, investigations of ship sinkings, firefighting, weather 
observation, and beach patrol (including a film showing FBI agents posing 
with German spies captured by the Coast Guard); and films concerning Coast 
Guard overseas activities during the war, such as amphibious operations in 
all theaters, transportation of troops and war materials, rescue at sea, 
submarine patrol, and convoy escort. Films of a yacht race and of activ­
ities of U.S. political and military leaders, ca. 1938.

Records of the Post Office Department. RG 28
-----1921-57. "69 reels.------------

Films depicting activities and facilities of the Department, includ­
ing the Dead Letter Office; mail handling and delivery; transporting mail 
by air, land, and water; parcel post; manufacturing and repairing mailbags; 
printing and issuing stamps; protecting the mails from use in defrauding 
the public and from robbery; the postal savings system; instructions to 
mail users; and post office buildings and the construction and dedication 
of the New Post Office, Washington, D.C., 1931-34. The films include 
footage of persons such as Presidents Herbert C. Hoover and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Postmasters General Harry S. New, Walter F. Brown, and James A. 
Farley, and aviatrix Amelia Earhart.

A scenic film about Mount Rainier National Park.

German propaganda films, 1939-40, including "Baptism of Fire,” which 
depicts the conquest of Belgium, Holland, France, and Poland. Addressed 
to the German consul in New York, the films were impounded as undeliverable 
mail shortly after the United States entered the war.

Records of the Bureau of the Census. RG 29
-----1937-39 and 1960. 16 reels."'"

Films seeking public cooperation in the National Unemployment Census 
of 1937 and in the 1940 census. Training films for enumerators for the 
1940 census. A National Educational Television series on the 1960 census 
illustrating tie work of the Bureau, presenting the history of census
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taking in the United States, and explaining the kind of information sought 
in the 1960 census and the uses to which it can be put.

Records of the Federal Housing Administration. RG 31
---- 1935-36'."" HT reel's.---- --------------  ----

Films of a series entitled "Better Housing News Flashes" relating to 
the construction, renovation, and modernization of homes, farm buildings 
and commercial properties under the Administration and to the effect of 
the FHA and Its Government-insured loan program on the building industries. 
Also a film on the construction of low-cost houses in Bethesda, Md.

Records of the Federal Extension Service. RG 33
---- I91T-ca. 1970'. 89"' reels :---------  ----

Films, made or collected by the Department of Agriculture, relating 
chiefly to the educational activities of the Extension Service, including 
assisting and advising farmers and ranchers in methods of cultivation, 
soil conservation, the use of farm machinery, crop storage and marketing, 
plant and animal breeding, plant and animal pest and disease control, the 
care and feeding of animals, livestock butchering and marketing, farmyard 
sanitation, and home improvement and modernization; home economics in­
struction, including such things as canning, nutrition, child^care, house­
keeping, sewing, and bookkeeping; sponsorship of an cooperation with 4-H 
Clubs, American Farm Bureau Federations, the National Grange, and State 
farm organizations and extension services ; work with the land-grant col­
leges in agricultural education; and cooperation with the Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration in establishing and operating cooperative farm com­
munities.

Films, 1913-47, on the history and organization of the Department of 
Agriculture; Department facilities, including the buildings in Washington, 
D.C., and the Research Center at Beltsville, Md.; and Secretaries, Depart­
ment personnel, and other prominent persons. Films on the role of the 
Department in enforcing the Pure Food and Drug Act, 1920-32 and 1959, in 
conducting agricultural explorations of other lands for plants that could 
be grown in the United States, 1928-32 and 1952, and in inspecting imported 
seeds and plants, 1922 and 1932. Also the role of the Department in both 
World Wars and a 1924 film on its motion picture making activities.

Films illustrating activities of the Forest Service, including the 
regulation of lumbering and grazing in national forests, fire prevention 
and fighting, pest and disease control and wildlife control in national 
forests, and wildlife conservation. Films illustrating the work of the 
Bureau of Public Roads, 1915-37. Films relating to construction and con­
servation work of the Civilian Conservation Corps in national forests and 
elsewhere. Films relating to national parks in all areas of the United 
States. Films explaining the work of the Weather Bureau. Films covering 
highlights of the Coolidge and Hoover administrations and depicting activ­
ities of well-known persons and news events, 1925-39.
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RG 35Records of the Civilian Conservation Corps.
— “ TTOr-'4T. 2 reels.----------------

Motion pictures on the role of the CCC in erosion control and on work 
and recreation during one day in a CCC camp.

Records of the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. RG 38
-----15417' 1 reel.------ ---------------- --------

A film of the testing of Higgins amphibious tanks by the Board of 
Inspection and Survey.

Records of the Bureau of Accounts (Treasury). RG 39
ca. 1935. l reel.
A film illustrating the accounting system of the Treasury Department 

and showing President Franklin D. Roosevelt addressing Congress on the 
public works program.

Records of International Conferences, Comnissions, and Expositions. RG 43
-----I53iTahTT55B. 1,002 reels. ............. .......

A 70-mm. film entitled "US," which was shown at the U.S. Federal 
Pavilion at the 1968 Hemisfair in San Antonio, Tex., and color outtakes de­
picting many aspects of American life. A film illustrating power resources 
in the United States, 1936.

Records of the United States Senate. RG 46
-----1936-38. 4 reels.------------

Newsreel footage received from a subcomittee of the Senate Committee 
on Education and Labor of the 1936 San Francisco dock strike, the 1937 Re­
public Steel strike in Chicago, and the 1938 Stockton, Calif., cannery 
strike.

Records of the Social Security Administration. RG 47
-----1936-4CF. ‘ 23 reels”:—  --------------- -----

Films on procedures for obtaining old age and survivors insurance, 
disability insurance, and unemployment benefits. Newsreel footage cover­
ing activities of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull, Gov. Alfred M. Landon, and others.

Records of the Office of the Secretary of the Interior. RG 48
-----iy29-62. 179 reels. -------- ----------------  -----

Films, 1935^37, relating to the overall activities of the Department, 
including the activities of the Office of Indian Affairs, the Bureau of 
Reclamation, the National Park Service, the Division of Territories and 
Island Possessions, and the Bureau of Mines. Films of President Harry S. 
Truman signing the Defense Production Act of 1950 and of Secretary of the 
Interior Oscar L. Chapman speaking, ca. 1950.

A film about the operation of the Alaska Railroad, 1962.

Films made by or for the Office of Indian Affairs, 1933-36, about the 
origin and history of American Indians and their contemporary customs and 
ways of life.
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Films made or collected by the Bureau of Mines, ca. 1936, relating 
to volcanic action and resultant geological formations, mountain build­
ing and geological problems in mining and structural engineering, and 
Texas and its industries and geography.

Films from the 1930 vs made by or relating to National Park Service 
activities, including films of scenes, work, and recreation in National 
and State parks and at national monuments and national historic sites all 
over the United States and in the territories,

Filins made by the Bureau of Reclamation or relating to Bureau activ­
ities, 1934-38 and 1952, concerning conservation in general, the history 
of the westward expansion of the United States and the depletion of natu­
ral resources, activities of the General Land Office and the Geological 
Survey, activities of the Civilian Conservation Corps, and reclamation 
projects and their impact on coimnunities.

Films made or collected by the Division of Territories and Island 
Possessions of the 1929 Carpenter-Whitney Expedition to Alaska and films 
about the Katmai National Monument, n.d. Films concerned mainly with 
sugarcane growing and refining in Hawaii, 1937, and films of scenery, 
tourist activities, and agricultural and other work on St. Thomas, St. 
John’s, and St. Croix Islands in the Virgin Islands, 1935-36.

Films depicting activities of agencies other than the Department of 
the Interior, including a film made by the Public Buildings Administration 
of the Federal Works Agency of a housing project for married enlisted men 
at Fort Jackson, S.C., 1941, and a few films, 1935-36, on the creation and 
development of the Tennessee Valley Authority.

Records of the Bureau of the Public Debt. RG 53
---- 1914-18. .4' reels.----------------  ----

Films dramatizing several heroic acts of World War I infantrymen, 
produced by the Treasury Department to promote the fourth Liberty loan 
drive. Films of the Salvation Army Congress in London, 1914.

General Records of the Department of the Treasury. RG 56
---- 1941-68. lW-feelsT--------------- ----

Incentive films and advertising spots used in connection with defense 
and Victory bond promotional drives by the Savings Bonds Division and cov­
ering aspects of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, as well as peacetime 
defense needs.

General Records of the Department of State. RG 59
---- 1911-65. 2U6'rbbTs. ---------------

Filins made by the Department, its subsidiary agencies, other Govern­
ment departments, and private companies reflecting Department of State 
activities and policies and illustrating the history of the U.S. role in 
world affairs.
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Filins of the construction of the Panama Canal and views of the sur­
rounding countryside and native life, 1911-13.

News coverage of British Foreign Secretary Arthur J. Balfour's visit 
to Washington, D.C., 1917.

A film showing President Calvin Coolidge with members of his Cabinet,
1925.

A 1926 film of the U.S. Legation in San Salvador and a 1929 film of 
La Paz, Bolivia, Bolivian cities and towns, the Bolivian countryside, and 
U.S. Minister David E. Kaufman with Bolivian President Hernando Siles.

A Fourth of July celebration in Shanghai, 1924.

The Notre Dame Boys Choir singing Christmas hymns, 1933.

A 1938 film in the "March of Time" series entitled "Uncle Sam— The 
Good Neighbor," The film illustrates U.S. Foreign Service activities, 
with several officials of the Service and the Department of State and sev­
eral ambassadors^ participating. A film of discussion by Assistant Secre­
tary of State Sumner Welles about Nazi infiltration in South America and 
of the Presidents of Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay meeting to confer on 
the problem.

Films of activities aboard the Swedish Red Cross ship Gripsholm in 
New York harbor as it prepares to repatriate Japanese citizens and to de­
liver packages to American prisoners of war in Japan, 1943.

Documentaries and newsreels produced by the Office of War Information 
reporting on World War II activities at home and in the combat theaters; 
covering a visit to the United States by Madame Chiang. Kai-shek, 1943; and 
reenacting the sinking of the freighter Delia B by a German submarine and 
the sinking of the submarine by a B-24. Iftocumentaries about life in Amer­
ica from the "American Scene" series made during the war by the Office of 
War Information for distribution abroad.

A film illustrating Office of Strategic Services Operations during 
the Allied invasions of Sicily and Italy, 1944.

A film made by the Foreign Liquidation Comnission in Italy illustra­
ting procedures for disposing of surplus property and reconstruction work, 
1946.

A film about the work of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization in assisting students from all over the world, 
1947.

A film showing a U.S. military cemetery in Margraten, Holland, and 
scenes and life in Limburg Province, ca. 1950, presented to the U.S. Am­
bassador to The Netherlands by the Association of Netherlands Coal Mines.
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Filins illustrating reconstruction and economic development made pos­
sible by Marshall plan aid to Italy, Greece, and Great Britain, 1950-51; 
and films on efforts to improve the quality of life in Mexico and South 
America under the point 4 program, 1951.

Films reviewing international events from 1945 to 1951; covering the 
proceedings of the Japanese peace treaty conference held in San Francisco 
in 1951; depicting the plight of Arab refugees from Israel in the Gaza 
Strip and Jerusalem, 1950; showing refugees from East Berlin, 1951; cov­
ering the Korean war; and relating to youth activities in East and West 
Germany, 1950-51.

A film biography of Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower to the time he was ap­
pointed commander of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 1951.

Films showing the construction of the U.S. pavilion at the Brussels 
World* s Fair and the opening ceremonies of the fair and films shown as ex­
hibits in the U.S. pavilion, 1958.

Films, mostly from television shows, of speeches, interviews, and 
discussions featuring Secretaries and Assistant Secretaries of State and 
others, including Dean Acheson, Christian Herter, Dean Rusk, |George Ball, 
Douglas Dillon, and W. Averell Harriman, 1950-65, relating to-U.S. foreign 
policy and world conditions.

Records of the National Archives and Records Service. RG 64
-----TOF-SE  "17 reels .---------------------------  -----

Fite of the first meeting of the National Archives Council, June 10, 
1936, and of a luncheon meeting of the National Historical Publications 
Commission, June 17, 1958. Films of ceremonies at the National Archives 
marking the opening of the exhibit of the Japanese surrender documents,
1945, concerning historical documents in the Library of Congress, and of 
the transfer of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution from 
the Library to the National Archives, 1952. Films of tests conducted at 
the National Bureau of Standards on the burning characteristics of nitrate 
motion picture film, 1936-38. A film entitled **Your National Archives,** 
1953. A film of the voyage of the U.S.S. Skate under the North Pole, 1958.

Records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. RG 65
— n  rais.  -----------------5—  -----

A motion picture entitled **You Can*t Get Away With It'* which portrays 
FBI activities in detecting and arresting criminals.

Records of the Work Projects Administration. RG 69
193l-3y. 105 reels.
Films produced or distributed by the Motion Picture Record Division 

or its successors relating to WPA activities, including flood, drought, 
and hurricane relief and rehabilitation; dam, road, park, airport, and 
public building construction; slum clearance; development of recreation 
facilities; projects for promoting children*s welfare; public education; 
«men*s work projects; and **white collar** work projects, including the
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Federal theater project and the Federal art project, 1935-39. Filins 
illustrating WPA programs in particular areas of the country and in Alaska, 
1935-37.

Instructional films in the ’’Physical Science” and ’’Bringing the Wbrld 
to the Classroom” series, 1931-36.

Films illustrating activities of the Civilian Conservation Corps and 
the National Youth Administration, 1936.

Records of the Bureau of Mines. RG 70
-----I9TT-557 235 reels.----- -----

Films relating to mining methods, processing, refining, manufacturing, 
and products and to uses of nickel, silver, lead, iron, copper, aluminum, 
magnesium, sulfur, clay, asbestos, carborundum, and sillimanite, 1919-38 
and ca. 1943; coal mining methods, 1919-38; drilling oil wells and quarry­
ing sandstone, granite, and limestone for Portland cement, 1915-31; auto­
mobile manufacture and assembly, including explanations of the principle of 
the internal combustion engine and of the lubrication of a car, 1926-36; 
manufacturing, testing, and uses of dynamite, electric detonators, electric 
meters, safety glass, spark plugs, steel, storage batteries, valves, and 
watches, 1922-38; applications of steam, water, and electric power, 1922- 
28 and ca. 1943; and demonstrations of the uses of the oxyacetylene torch, 
1922 and 1938.

Films used in the Bureau’s safety and health education programs, 
1913-17; gas, fires, dust explosions, equipment handling, and digging in 
coal mines, 1914-30; shoring, blasting equipment handling, and ore loading 
in metal mines, 1914-30; fires in oil wells and general safety in the oil 
industry, 1923-24; carbon monoxide gas poisoning, 1928; rescue and first 
aid, 1915-31; traffic safety, 1924 and 1937; and sanitation practices in 
mining towns.

Films on the natural resources and beauty of Arizona and Texas and 
films on the national parks, including Yellowstone, Yosemite, Grand Canyon, 
Rocky Mountain, and Shenandoah, 1925-55.

News coverage of the Royalton, 111., mine disaster, 1914; testing of 
railway guns at Fort Story, Va., 1929; and the arrival of the U.S.S.
Houston at Cartagena, Colombia, with President Franklin D. Roosevelt aboard, 
1934.

Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. RG 75
-----13 reels.------------------------  -----

Films made by the Rodman Wanamaker Historical Expeditions to the North 
American Indians, 1908-20. The films depict the life, religious customs, 
dances, and methods of warfare of North American Indians; the adoption of 
Marshall Ferdinand Foch by the Crow; the ground-breaking ceremony for an 
Indian memorial in New York State, with President William Howard Taft and 
his Cabinet in attendance; the declaration of allegiance made by the tribes 
on becoming American citizens; and the adoption of Joseph M. Dixon, leader
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of the expeditions, into the Wolf Clan of the Mohawk Nation, Iroquois Con­
federacy.

A film made by the Office of Indian Affairs during a trip by the 
revenue cutter Bear from the Aleutian Islands to Siberia showing many 
arctic scenes, including icefields, Eskimos and their homes, and animals, 
especially reindeer, 1921.

Records of the National Park Service. RG 79
-----1930-36. ' T3'reels:------------ -----

Films, 1930-36, illustrating tourist activities, Park Service work, 
park facilities, and the people who lived in the Shenandoah and Great Smoky 
Mountains National Parks before the parks were dedicated. A film depicting 
a typical day at Camp Roosevelt, a Boy Scout can?) at Willows, Md., ca. 1930.

General Records of the Department of the Navy. RG 80
-----1923-61)." 7,168 reels.----------------  -----

Films made or collected by the Navy and used in training during World 
War II relating to the history of naval aviation, ships, submarines, air­
planes, training of personnel, and mail delivery; kamikaze attacks; the 
battles of Midway and the Marianas; invasions of the Solomon Islands, Eni- 
wetok, Saipan, and Guam; preparations for the invasions of the Ryukyus and 
Okinawa; bombing raids over Japan; and Japan and the Japanese people.

Outtakes and camera records, 1942-60, from the central motion picture 
files of the Navy showing experimental equipment, aircraft in flight, air­
craft crashes, and flight deck operations; ship movements; Pacific engage­
ments and landings during World War II and Korea; the Japanese surrender 
ceremonies; the Allied occupation of Japan; and returning prisoners of war.

Newsreel outtakes and clips relating to World War II and the Korean 
action.

A "Combat Bulletin” film on the Japanese surrender showing President 
Harry S. Truman announcing the surrender, celebrations in the United 
States, and the surrender ceremonies aboard the U.S.S. Missouri, 1945.

Captured enemy films relating to naval activities during World War II.

British and American films of the Atlantic Conference between 
President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill aboard the U.S.S. Augusta, 
1941.

News coverage of the wreckage of the Navy dirigible Shenandoah (ZR-1),
1925.

A "March of Time” film about medical training in the United States,
1938.

Records of the Fédéral Reserve System. RG 82
-----19377 T reel.----------- -----

A film made at the dedication ceremonies opening the Federal Reserve
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Building, Washington, D.C., with President Franklin D. Roosevelt making 
the dedicatory remarks.

Records of the Women’s Bureau. RG 86
-----1928-387" '6' reels.------ "

Dramas concerning the role of women in industry and the impact of 
labor laws and union activity on working conditions for women.

Records of the United States Secret Service. RG 87
---- 1939'.."Treel".-----------------------

A motion picture entitled "Know Your Money," containing instruction 
on detecting counterfeit bills and coins and the action to be taken when 
counterfeit money is received.

Records of the Public Health Service. RG 90
-----1974-30". 49”~reels"------ -----

Films in a series entitled "Science of Life," produced in 1924 and 
designed for use in the life sciences and personal hygiene instruction for 
young men and women. Films pertaining to the causes, treatment, and con­
trol of malaria, syphilis, other communicable diseases, and cancer, 1924-50.

Records of the Inland Waterways Corporation. RG 91
-----19327 T  reeY.---------  -------

A film of the christening of the packet boat Mark Twain at Jefferson­
ville, Ind., including film of an animated map of the inland waterways 
routes in the Mississippi River region from Minnesota and Lake Michigan to 
New Orleans.

Records of the Farmers Home Administration. RG 96
-----1936-37. irireels”

Documentaries produced by the Rural Settlement Administration and the 
Farm Security Administration under the direction of Pare Lorentz. The 
documentaries include "The Plow That Broke the Plains," a film that 
illustrates the history of the Plains from the era of the open range 
through the coming of the "dirt farmer," the dirt farmer’s exploitation of 
the soil, and the drought and winds that stripped the topsoil from the 
area; "The River," a pictorial history of the part the Mississippi River 
played in the history of the United States from frontier days to the flood 
of 1937, emphasizing the erosion and floods that occur as a result of 
careless use of the land.

Miscellaneous films about migratory labor camps; agricultural and 
industrial cooperatives in Russia, England, Sweden, Finland, and Scotland; 
and the construction of different types of houses and bams.

Records of the Bureau of Labor Standards. RG 100
-----1938." T reel:--------------------  ‘-----

A motion picture film entitled "Stop Silicosis," illustrating the 
causes and prevention of the disease.
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RG 102

Records of the Farm Credit Administration. RG 103
----- Tm=rrrmTreeTT.--------------------  -------

A film promoting the cooperative marketing of wool. Films of Presi­
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt at his desk in the White House, of Gov. William 
I. Myers of the Farm Credit Administration in front of the FCA Building, 
and of several other buildings in Washington, D.C.

Records of the Bureau of the Mint. RG 104
---- T5W . TreeT:-------------  ------

A film dealing with minting coins and casting medals at the Philadel­
phia Mint.

Records of the Smithsonian Institution. RG 106
— — 1903-49V .49' reels':-------------

Films, 1931-41, from Bureau of American Ethnology records illus­
trating the preparation of an anthropological exhibit at the Smithsonian 
and of diggings and surrounding areas made in the course of archaeological 
explorations in New Mexico, Arizona, Tennessee, Colorado, Yifcatan, and 
Honduras. Films, ca. 1930-31, illustrating the making of a dictionary of 
the intertribal sign language of the Great Plains Indians and depicting 
the theory, history, and practice of the sign language.

Films, 1929 and 1950, pertaining to the history of the planning and 
development of Washington-, D.C.

Films pertaining to the history of flight from 1903 through 1927 and 
films, 1927-32, of important events in the life of Charles A. Lindbergh, 
from his transatlantic flight to the kidnapping of the Lindbergh baby, and 
of a glider exhibition and contest.

Records of the Office of the Secretary of War. RG 107
---- 1941-45. 191 reels'.------ :---------—   ̂"

Films from the Bureau of Public Relations documenting American mili­
tary activities in all theaters of operation during World War II and ac­
tivities of the Allied military governments in Europe and in the Far East. 
Some captured German films for the same period.

Records of the Office of the Chief Signal Officer. RG 111
---- 1909-54'V" 15,597 reels.--------  ----------

Pre-World War I films concerning the development of flight, the con­
struction of the Panama Canal, 1910-14, President William Howard Taft on 
an inspection tour of the canal, ca. 1912, and the Mexican Punitive Expe­
dition, 1916. Most of these are from the Historical (H) series.

Films of the World War I period depicting activities of the American 
Expeditionary Forces in France; homefront activities, such as mobilization

Records of the Children's Bureau.--- i m - W ..7 reels.------Filins on prenatal, infant, and child care and diseases.
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and training and industrial production; U.S. Navy activities, submarine 
warfare, and convoys carrying troops overseas; British, French, Russian, 
and Italian participation in the war; the war in the Near East; peace cel­
ebrations in Paris and in America; and President Woodrow Wilson*s two trips 
to France and the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. Most of these are 
from the H and Miscellaneous (M) series.

Films made between the wars relating to all phases of Regular Army, 
Army Reserves, ROTC, Citizens Military Training Corps, and West Point 
training, education, and maneuvers; Army activities in the territories and 
in other countries; military medicine; ordnance manufacturing, testing, 
and demonstrations; installing and maintaining communications systems; the 
history of flight, including Air Service activities, early parachute jumps, 
and air races; civil projects of the Army, such as river and harbor im­
provements and disaster relief; sports and recreation, such as the Olympic 
games, national rifle matches, and Army-Navy football games; and Army par­
ticipation in parades and celebrations, in various funeral ceremonies, and 
in the burial of the Unknown Soldier. Coverage of news events, such as 
Charles A. Lindbergh’s transatlantic flight, President Franklin D. Roose­
velt’s first and second inaugurations, the Hindenburg disaster, and vol­
canic eruptions. These films are in the (M) series.

Films of the Second World War period relating to all aspects of the 
conflict, including the Allies and the Axis Powers and their conduct of 
the war in all theaters; the Italian invasion of Ethiopia, 1935; the Span­
ish Civil War, 1937; the Japanese invasion of China, 1937; American home- 
front activities and war production; mobilization and training; the roles 
of women, Negroes, and nisei in the war effort; entertainment for troops; 
the atom bomb; the end of the war; the Cairo, Teheran, Yalta, Quebec, and 
San Francisco Conferences; Allied military governments in Germany ana 
Japan; postwar problems in Europe and Asia; and war crime trials in Germany 
and Japan. The films are from the M, Army Depository Copy (ADC). Training 
Films, Conibat Reports, Engineering Board Film Digest, Educational Films, 
Film Bulletins, Historical Reports, Staff Film Reports, Orientation Films, 
Army-Navy Screen Magazine (SM), Special Bulletins, Team 21, and War Film 
series.

Films relating to the Korean action and covering all aspects of the 
conflict and the peace negotiations, from the Combat Bulletins, ADC, M, 
and SM series.

Films of the inaugural ceremonies and parades of Presidents Harry S. 
Truman, 1949, and Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1953, from the M series.

Films made by other Government agencies, including the Navy Depart­
ment, the Bureau of Mines, and the War Relocation Authority. Films from 
private sources such as the Red Cross and newsreel companies, and films 
made in Germany, Japan, Italy, Finland, Great Britain, France, Russia, 
and Canada.

15



RG 117Records of the American Battle Monuments Commission.
---- 1SSrr'H reels.-----------------------------

A motion picture entitled ''America Honors Her War Dead,** showing ex­
cerpts from dedication ceremonies of American war memorials and chapels in 
Europe, August and October 1937.

Records of the National Youth Administration. RG 119
---- I93T-T2V 56 reels.------ ------------- -----

Motion pictures illustrating the functions of the Administration, in­
cluding the work and student programs, recreational activities, programs 
for Negroes, and activities at resident centers; and dramatizations,of the 
problems of unemployed youth and NYA assistance given them.

Two films made by NYA personnel, one of the visit of King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth of England to Washington in 1939, and the other of the 
inauguration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1941.

Records, of the Public Buildings Service. RG 121
1940-43. 7 reels. -----
Films of President Franklin D. Roosevelt speaking at the dedication 

of the Washington National Airport, 1940, and of the site clearance and 
construction of the War Department Building (the Pentagon), 1940-43.

Records of the Office of Territories. RG 126
---- I 9 3 9 = * m 7  reels.-----------  -----

Films covering all aspects of the Byrd Antarctic expedition of 1939- 
41.

Records of the United States Marine Corps. RG 127
— ~ TOy-re.’ "CT reels.--------------  -----

Training films used during World War II and films of combat in the 
South Pacific.

Records of Joint Committees of Congress. RG 128
---- 1965 and 19697 2 reels.---- ----  -----

Films of the inaugurations of Presidents Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965, and 
Richard M. Nixon, 1969, made under the direction and authority of the Joint 
Congressional Conmittee on Inaugural Ceremonies.

Records of the Bureau of Prisons. RG 129
n.cT. 1 reel.
A film entitled * Protecting the Public.”

Records of the White House Office. RG 130
ca. 1923-32. 5 reels.
Films relating to the informal activities of President Calvin Coo- 

lidge, ca. 1923-29, and activities of President Hextert C. Hoover, 1929-32, 
including a fishing trip Hoover made and a plea by him to the Nation for 
relief aid. Films of the 1932 Republican National Convention.
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RG 131Records of the Office of Alien Property.
1930ks. 36 reels.
Filins from the records of the \famburg-American Line--North German 

Lloyd concerning travel in Germany and other countries. Japanese dramas 
front the records of Haruta $ Co., Inc.

Records of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation RG 145
Service. 1541. 5 reels.
A film entitled ’’The Land,” directed and photographed by Robert 

Flaherty for the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, and concerned with 
the reclamation and conservation of farmland exhausted or eroded by poor 
agricultural practices.

Records of the United States Civil Service Commission. RG 146
ca. 1921. 1 reel.
A film illustrating the career possibilities afforded by the merit 

system.

Records of the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs. RG 170
--- - 1928-37. 14" reels.“" --------------------—  ------

Films relating to drug traffic and the enforecement of narcotics laws 
in Egypt, China, and the United States. A British instructional film on 
the cultivation of the poppy plant.

Records of the Office of Civilian Defense. RG 171
1941-45. 46 reels.
Films used in training civilian defense workers in mobilization, 

rescue, firefighting and prevention, child care, defense against poison 
gas attacks, smoke concealment, air raid defense operations, and various 
defense equipment and its use. Films of London under aerial attack.

Films promoting victory gardens and food conservation.

General Records of the Department of Labor. RG 174
-----1"9'4'0-'6'8'.' " l W r e i l s . ----------------

Films the Labor Department made or collected relating to its history 
and its activities in areas such as discrimination in hiring, employment 
for youth and the elderly, enforcement of labor legislation and regula­
tions, civil rights, and foreign trade, 1940-68.

Television documentaries, interviews, and panel discussions, 1960-68, 
aired by American Broadcasting Company News. Columbia Broadcasting Sys­
tem's "Face the Nation" and "Washington Conversation," National Broadcast­
ing Company's "Today Show" and "Meet the Press," and National Educational 
Television programs. The documentaries include "Harvest of Shame," a 1960 
Columbia Broadcasting System documentary about the living conditions of 
migrant workers in the United States; "A View From the Cabinet," featuring 
some of President John F. Kennedy's Cabinet members and President Lyndon 
B. Johnson discussing the Kennedy administration; and other films that 
present the Secretaries of Labor, other Cabinet members, the Vice Presi­
dents, and various Congressmen and labor leaders discussing labor and
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economic conditions and the labor policies of the Kennedy and Johnson 
administrations,

Television spot announcements in support of Labor Department policies 
and featuring such persons as Secretaries of Labor Willard Wirtz and 
Arthur Goldberg and Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey,

Records of the United States Maritime Commission, RG 178
“----192T^57 ’ '75" reels.-----------------------  ------

Films depicting the history of the merchant marine from Revolutionary 
times through World War II, including its activities during the Revolu­
tionary War, the War of 1812, and the Civil War; peacetime shipping and 
passenger service on the Great Lakes and at sea; rescue work; and convoy 
duties in all theaters of operation during World War II.

Films illustrating recruiting, training, and other activities of the 
Maritime Commission at training schools and stations, at a convalescent 
center, and aboard sailing vessels and steamships, 1938-44.

Films concerning the manufacture of all types of merchant vessels 
during World War II and of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Henry J. kaiser, 
the Dionne quintuplets, and others participating in ship launchings. Films 
illustrating the principles of the steam turbine engine; relating to the 
repair and renovation of ships for the Victory Fleet; and showing the manu­
facture of World War II material, including train axles and wheels, B-24 
bombers, and tanks.

Miscellaneous films of Richard E. Byrd and Clarence Chamberlain par­
ticipating in an early airmail flight from the deck of a ship, 1928; of 
the work of the Coast Guard in keeping shipping lanes open and safe, 1929; 
and of British coastal fortifications, 1940.

Records of the War Production Board. RG 179
-----I94TT-T4'."15" reels’.-----------  ------

Filins produced to stimulate war production coneming the conduct of 
the war in several theaters. Films of Allied and Axis military and polit­
ical leaders and films about the manufacture and transportation of war ma­
terial, how war material is damaged, and how it is repaired.

Films instructing in good telephone manners.

Records of the War Trade Board. RG 182
ca. 1919. 1 reel.
A film of Board members and of the War Trade Board Building., with a 

large number of employees in front of the building.

Records of the Office of Price Administration. RG 188
-----1943'-'4'6'. IS" reels.--------------------  ------

Films created to enlist the cooperation of the public in OPA programs, 
concerning the necessity for price controls and rationing both during and
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immediately following the war, explaining the role of the consumer in en­
forcing regulations, and warning against participation in the black market 
because of the inflationary results.

National Archives Gift Collection. RG 200
-----l m M . "  13,025 reels.--- ------

Newsreels, 1919-67. Chiefly unbroken series of Paramount News, Octo­
ber 1941-March 1957; Movietone News, January 1957-October 1963; **News of 
the Day,” Ocotber 1963-December 1967; and Universal newsreels, including 
material used in released newsreels and outtakes, 1946-48 and 1950-67. 
Newsreels produced by Movietone, Pathe, Fox, International, Paramount, and 
Telenews covering selected news items, including the Big Four at the Paris 
Peace Conference, 1919; the Navy’s transatlantic flight from the Azores to 
Lisbon, 1919; activities of Presidents Calvin Coolidge, Franklin D. Roose­
velt, Harry S. Truman, and Dwight D. Eisenhower; the 1924 Republican Na­
tional Convention; events leading to and occurring during World War II; 
and the 1959 swearing-in ceremonies of the first Senators from Alaska and 
the first Congressmen from Hawaii.

’The March of Time.” 1939-51. Documentary films relating to U.S. 
history, culture, social problems, science, education, mental health, and 
international problems; to Government agencies, such as the FBI, th,• Secret 
Service, and the Post Office Department; to wartime and postwar activities 
of private institutions, such as the American Red Cross; and to the effect 
of World War II on one small American town.

World War I films ,1917-19. Films made behind German lines by Jacob 
Berkowitz; the "Official War Review** series on land and air battles, ma­
neuvers, and training, distributed by the Films Division of the U.S. Com­
mittee on Public Information; the National Aeronautics Committee *s film on 
the celebration at Hollywood, Calif., of Air Memorial Day, 1919; a docu­
mentary on World War I, produced in 1956 by the National Broadcasting Com­
pany and entitled *The Great War**; and a large quantity of footage 
collected by the Columbia Broadcasting System from sources all over the 
world in producing the documentary entitled **World War I."

World War II films. 1940-45. Films produced by Warner Bros., Para­
mount Pictures, Inc., and Columbia Pictures Corp., under the technical 
supervision of the armed services, and several films distributed by the 
War Activities Committee of the Motion Picture Industry. The films con­
cern activities of the Army Air Corps, the Navy, the Marine Corps, and the 
Coast Guard, including officer training programs and homefront aspects of 
the war effort. Also documentaries compiled from newsreels, one of events 
leading up to the war entitled **The World in Flames,** and one by Paramount 
concerning resettlement of Jewish refugees in the. Dominican Republic; a 
re-release by the National Film Board of Canada of a World War I Charlie 
Chaplin film promoting the sale of war bonds; pictures of German air raids 
of London, presented to the National Archives by the British Library of 
Information; a Finnish Relief Fund film about the Russo-Finnish War; films
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relating to the training od Dutch troops in exile and to the liberation of 
Greece; a collection of German newsreels covering the early stages of the 
war, presented to the National Archives by Lt. William F. Rope; and an 
Army Air Forces film of the ceremonies attending the placing of the German 
surrender documents on exhibit in the National Archives.

Ford collection» 1914-56. 2,500 reels. Hie "Ford Animated Weekly,"
1914-zl, consisting of short news'features, films about cities, and general 
interest films; the ’’Ford Educational Weekly" and the "Ford Educational 
Library," 1916-25, consisting of short features and unedited film on agri­
culture, civics and citizenship, industrial geography, regional geography, 
history, nature study, recreation and sports, sanitation and health, and 
technical subjects; the "Ford News," a series of newsreels shown at Detroit 
area theaters during 1934; and films on agriculture and conservation, 
charities, education, geography, and sports and recreation and presenting 
dramas ana news. Films of the informal activities of the Ford family and 
the family's philanthropies and films relating to personal projects of 
Henry Ford, including the Dearborn Independent newspaper, the Ford farm, 
and the Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village. Films illustrating the 
activities of the Ford Motor Co., including activities of domestic and 
foreign branches, 1928-54; nonmanufacturing activities, 1914-54, and plants 
and the major manufacturing activities, 1906-56; and war-related activities 
during both World Wars and the Korean action. Also several films made by 
producers other than the Ford Motion Picture Laboratories and not produced 
for the Ford Motor Co., including advertisements for companies other than 
Ford, cartoons, early comedies by Thomas A, Edison, dramas, documentaries, 
newsreels, personal films, propaganda films, public service features, 
technical features, and travelogs.

Hannon Collection, 1930-51. 1,400 reels. Films produced by the 
Hannon Foundation on many aspects of the history and accomplishments of 
minority cultures in the United States and on the cultures of Asia. Africa, 
and other developing areas.

League of Nations collection, 1920-46. 56 reels. This collection was
presented to the National Archives by the United Nations. It consists of 
films of the first and last meetings of the League; of meetings and activ­
ities concerning such problems as the Greco-Bulgar incident, 1925, the 
Sino-Japanese conflict, 1932, and the Italo-Ethiopian conflict, 1936; of 
health and disarmament conferences; and of League delegates and officials.

Other educational and documentary films, 1915-67. A series by Eastman 
Teaching Films, Inc., 1927-35, on history, geography, industry, conserva­
tion, recreation, agriculture, and sports; two series produced by Warner 
Bros. Pictures, Inc., 1934-35, entitled "See America First" and "Our Own 
United States," concerning U.S. history, industry, occupations, recreation, 
scenery, and ethnic groups; a series, "The Washington Parade," by Columbia 
Pictures, Inc., on scenes and activities of various Federal agencies, 
chiefly at Washington, D.C.; and a Columbia Broadcasting System series, 
"Eyewitness to History," 1959-60, with pictorial summaries of President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower's trips abroad, Nikita Khrushchev's visit to the

20



United States in 1959 and to France in 1960, and Charles de Gaulle’s visit 
to the United States in 1960.

Also documentaries, dramas, and television news specials and stock 
footage received from individuals, motion picture companies, and other 
organizations. These films are on American history; political parties; 
the administrations of Presidents Calvin Coolidge, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, and John F. Kennedy; the 1959 funeral services for 
John Foster Dulles and Adm. William F. Halsey; the development of motion 
picture equipment, radio broadcasting, the telephone, aviation, atomic 
energy, and space flight from Robert H. Goddard's experiments in the 1920's 
and 1930's to Col. John H. Glenn's orbital flight in 1962; Donald McMil­
lan’s expedition to Greenland, 1925; Sir Ernest Shakleton's 1922 Antarctic 
expedition, Adm. Richard E. Byrd's 1927 transatlantic flight and his Ant­
arctic expeditions of 1926, 1928-30, 1933, and 1947-48, and Lincoln Ells­
worth's 1936 Antarctic expedition; a 1915 congressional visit to the 
Philippines and Hawaii; the 1947 Texas City disaster; and activities of 
the American Red Cross and the National 4-H Club Foundation. Hie films 
also cover other topics as diverse as poverty in the Tennessee hill coun­
try, whaling and walrus and bear hunting in the Arctics, integration in 
Atlanta, Ga., charting ocean winds, and many other social problems, ranging 
from venereal diseases to the need for City planning,. There are also films 
relating to events and conditions outside the United States and its terri­
tories, including life in East Africa in 1924, the eruption of Paricutin in 
Mexico in 1943, communism in Russia and Cuba, nazism in Germany, the his­
tory of Austria from the Hapsburgs to the end of World War II, the National 
Archives of India, and the state funeral of Sir Winston Churchill in 1965.

Historical commercial film productions. 1896-1943. Prints of motion 
picture productions presented to the National Archives as having historical 
or research interest incidental to the dramatic presentation. They include 
two collections presented by Thomas Armat, consisting of penny-in-the-slot 
and nickelodeon shows produced by the Edison, Pathe, Melies, and Urban 
companies, 1896-1910; "The New York Hat," 1912, and "Birth of a Nation,"
1916, both directed by D. W. Griffith; Selznick International Pictures'
"Gone With the Wind"; Paramount Pictures' 'The Biscuit Eater"; Warner 
Brothers' "Mission to Moscow" and a shortened version of "Black Legion"; 
and Theatre-on-Film, Inc.'s "Journey to Jerusalem." Also eight films 
("The Man I Married," "Man Hunt," "They Dare Not Love," "Night Train," 
"Confessions of a Nazi Spy," "Dispatch from Reuter's," ’TJnderground," and 
"Foreign Correspondent") that were studied by a subcommittee of the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee investigating the dissemination of anti-Nazi 
propaganda before the United States entered World War II.

General Records of the Department of Housing and Urban RG 207
Development. 1948-69. 120 reels.
Documentation of the creation of the Department, President Lyndon B. 

Johnson's appointment of Robert C. Weaver as its first Secretary, several 
ceremonies relating to the establishment of the Department, and early De­
partment activities. Footage produced by the Department for use in the
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film "Open Space"; fair housing television spots; and "instant rehabilita­
tion" renewal project materials. Completed films on urban and community 
planning, discrimination in housing, urban poverty, housing codes, and 
home construction.

A few films on housing and planning in the Soviet Union, Great Brit­
ain, and Latin America.

Records of the Office of War Information. RG 208
---- mT^~bW'reeYs.-------------- -----

Informational, propaganda, and documentary films covering all phases 
of homefront activities, including farming, industry, housing, education, 
manpower needs, the roles of women and Negroes in the war effort, and Jap­
anese relocation; urging citizen support for and participation in the war 
effort on the homefront, including participation in conservation, prevent­
ing inflation, war bond drives, and safeguarding military information; 
illustrating the Social Security system and its benefits to the workingman; 
covering lend-lease activities; reporting on all aspects of the war, 
from training of the armed forces to the fighting fronts in all theaters; 
depicting the Allied peoples, customs, and contributions to the war effort; 
and concerning the Axis Powers and their conduct of the war, military 
strength, and ambitions.

A film, narrated in Chinese, of the Chungking memorial service for 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1945.

Newsreels, including "United News," sponsored by the OWI, 1941-45, 
most narrated in English, with samples narrated in Portuguese, Arabic,
French, Chinese, Afrikaans, and Japanese; "Fox Movietone News," covering 
the period 1942-45; "News of the Day," 1937-43; Free French newsreels,
1945; "Indian News," released in India in 1945; "Russian News," made in 
Russia, 1942-45; and 'War Pictorial News," produced in England, 1943.

Records of the War Relocation Authority. RG 210
-----1942-4?“ rreSC^--------------  ------

Films about the activities of the WRA, life in relocation camps, and 
the training and record of nisei soldiers in World War II.

Records of the United States Joint Chiefs of Staff. RG 218
-----1942-46. 9' reels;--------------------------

Motion pictures relating to the development of radar, radio, guided 
missiles, and other equipment.

Records of Presidential Committees, Commissions, and Boards. RG 220
-----1957-667 10' reels:----- ------------------ ----

Records of the President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped, 
consisting of films of the 1957 annual meeting, the life story of Glen 
Cunningham, and training for the handicapped. Also 1-minute television 
spots featuring President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Roy Campanella.
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RG 223Records of the Office of the Bituminous Coal Consumers*
Counsel. 1943. Z reels.
Filins entitled **Coal for Victory** and "Know Your Coal,** illustrating 

methods of coal conservation.

Records of the Office of Strategic Services. RG 226
-----mttsr~TrreZTr.--------------------  ------

Filins about the industry and people of Pearl Harbor prior to World 
War II and the Japanese attack of December 1, 1941. Films describing the 
social structure and behavior patterns of the Japanese and the geography 
and natural resources of Japan.

Films depicting the Allied landing in Sicily, 1943.

Records of the Office of Scientific Research and Development. RG 227
1943-44. 203 reels.
Filins made by Divisions 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 of the Office as illus­

trations for reports on the development of high explosives and rocket pro­
pellants; insecticides and protective chemicals for clothing and equipment; 
aerosols, gas mask absorbents, filters, and screen smoke; incendiary de­
vices and hydraulic fluids; and amphibious vehicles.

Records of the Office of Inter-American Affairs. RG 229
------ 194F4^"_4Treers':-------------------------------

Informational and propaganda films dealing with the peoples and cul­
tures of Latin America, inter-American cooperation, Latin American minerals 
and archaeological treasures, a study of an ancient Inca city, and war ac­
tivities of the United States.

Records of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. RG 234
-----1943-47; ' 29' reels“ -------------- -------

Films relating to a U.S. Commercial Company survey of the economy, 
geography, and sociology of the Micronesian Islands, 1945-47; and films of 
cinchona plantations, natives, and the countryside of Guatemala, taken in 
connection with the activities of the U.S. Commercial Company in developing 
sources of quinine, 1943-44.

Films of plantations, natives, cities, and the countryside of Brazil 
made in connection with activities of the Rubber Development Corporation, 
1943-44.

General Records of the Department of Health, Education, and RG 235
---- VfelTareT" caT 1963. 1’ feST-------------------- ----

A film illustrating language teaching techniques.

Records of the Federal Aviation Administration. RG 237
-----1957; ■ I reels’.-------------------------

Films illustrating the functions and activities of the Administration.
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National Archives Collection of World War II War Crimes RG 238
---- Records'.'" TBIFW.' 76 reels,-------------------- -----

Films used as evidence at the war crimes trials of Axis leaders before 
the International Military Tribunal, Nuremberg, 1945-46, and before the 
International Military Tribunal for the Far East, Tokyo, 1946-48, consist­
ing of German films documenting the Nazi rise to power and triumphs in 
Europe, 1921-44, the entry of Germany into Austria, 1938, the political 
and industrial activities of the Krupp family and company officials, 1930- 
40, the construction of the No, 1 Hermann Goering steel plant, 1939-41, and 
the Nazi Supreme Court trial of the 20th July 1944 conspirators against 7
Adolf Hitler, Films of concentration camps taken by American and Russian 
forces as they advanced through Germany, 1945. Also a Japanese film en­
titled "Japan in Time, of Emergency." -

National Archives Collection of Foreign Records Seized, 1941- . RG 242
---- 1916-50. 2,224 reel's.--- — ------ -----------------  -----

German documentaries and newsreels covering World War I land and sea 
battles and the life of Paul von Hindenburg. Leni Riefenstahl's film en­
titled "Triumph of the Will," made at the 1934 Nazi Party rally at Nurem­
berg, and coverage of the 1936 Olympic riding competition from her film 
entitled "Olympiad." A feature film that was used in anti-Semitic indoc­
trination entitled 'The Jew Suss." The personal film collection of Eva 
Braun, ca. 1939-40. German films on the history of the Nazi Party in 
Germany, many aspects of World War II on all fronts, war materiel manufac­
ture and weapons development, German culture, and the training of Hitler 
Youth and of political leaders for administrative posts in occupied coun­
tries.

Italian documentaries and newsreels covering World War II on several 
fronts, including the Ethiopian and Greek invasions and the North African 
campaign.

Japanese documentaries and newsreels, 1932-44, relating to the fishing 
industry, travel in Japan, the invasion of China, and many aspects of the 
war in the Pacific.

French newsreels made in 1944 about World War II and films made in 
ca. 1950 about the campaign against the Vietminh in Indochina.

Russian newsreels, educational films, documentaries, and feature films 
on subjects such as the natural sciences, technology, agriculture, trans­
portation, housing, travel in the Soviet Union, and Russian culture and 
history. Filins on the death of Nikolai Lenin, 1924; the fall of Berlin at 
the end of World War II and the meeting of Russian and Western Allied troops 
at the Elbe; Hungary; the socialization of several republics of the Soviet 
Union; Soviet cooperation with other Communist countries; and North Korea 
of 1950. Also several anti-American dramas.

North Korean films about the 38th parallel and of American prisoners 
at Pyongyang.
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Chinese Communist anti-Nationalist propaganda films made during the 
postwar period and before the removal of Chiang Kai-shek to Taiwan,

American films relating to civilian victims of war, 1942, and to the 
escape of American prisoners of war from the Island of Palawan in the 
Philippines.

Records of the United States Strategic Bombing Survey. RG 243
ca. 1944. 7 reels.
Captured German films relating to American incendiary bombs and bomb­

ing methods and to German war industries.

Records of the Office of the Housing Expediter. RG 252
---- I9T6. 1 reel.-------------- — c------  ------

A film about housing for veterans.

National Archives Collection of Records of Inaugural RG 274
Committees'] 1965. 1 reel.
A film entitled ff1965 Inaugural Preview."

Records of the Agency for International Development. RG 286
---- ca..1955. 2 reels. ----------------------  ------

Films of the International Cooperation Administration, consisting of 
a report to the American people on technical cooperation and illustrating 
U.S. assistance to India, Libya, Ecuador, Indochina, Sudan, Ethiopia, 
Paraguay, Thailand, Indonesia, and Afghanistan in improving educational, 
agricultural, medical, and other techniques. Films concerning U.S. mili­
tary assistance programs and cooperation in RIO, NATO, and SEATO.

Records of the Property Management and Disposal Service RG 291
((General Services Administration). ca. 1957. I~reel.
A film concerning the processing of nickel ore at the defense materi­

als service nicaro project in Cuba.

Records of the United States Information Agency. RG 306
-----1932-55. ' 368 reels"---------------- —  ------

Documentaries produced or acquired by the Agency for distribution 
abroad about many aspects of life in the United States; the lives of famous 
Americans; the history of aviation; World War II; peacetime uses of atomic 
energy; U.S. foreign relations, including treaties, the Marshall plan and 
reconstruction in Europe, visits of foreign heads of state to the United 
States, cultural exchange, international trade, the Berlin airlift, and 
international sporting events; and life in South America, Europe, North 
Africa, and the Soviet Union. Many instructional films that were used in 
technical assistance programs on such subjects as farming, poultry raising, 
swimming, child care, training of nurses and teachers, medicine, rehabili­
tation of the blind and of veterans, apprentice training, civilian defense, 
and industry.

Records of the Agricultural Research Service. RG 310
-----I9W-49."TTreers".-------------------  ------

Films illustrating methods of cultivating and harvesting sugar beets.
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RG 330Records of the Office of the Secretary of Defense.
-----m r r -W r é e ï s . ---------- L---------- -

Films of the inaugural ceremony and parade of President John F.
Kennedy.

Records of Headquarters Army Ground Forces. RG 337
— m j r T t t ê Y s .  — --------------  ------

A film entitled ’’Speed With Power and Traction,” demonstrating the 
uses of the MG-2 high-speed tractor.

Records of United States Air Force Commands, Activities, RG 342
---- and ?)rganizatiônsTj 19011-1964. ' 4,370 reels.------  ------

Films made or collected by the Air Force on the history of the 
development of flight, including activities of the Wright brothers from 
1900 on, such as their demonstration flights in France, Italy, and the 
United States, and on the development of airplanes, gliders, balloons, 
dirigibles, autogiros, helicopters, rockets, jets, satellites, aeronautical 
oddities, parachutes from the 1930’s on, ballistic cameras, and radar.

Films about early airraces, airshows, and distance and altitude rec­
ords; the flight by Richard E. Byrd and Floyd Bennett to the North Pole,
1926; the Hindenburg crash, 1937; Finne Ronne’s Antarctic Expedition,
1946-48; the dedication of the New York International Airport, 1948; and 
people prominent in the history of flight, including Wilbur and Orville 
Wright, Edward V. Rickenbacker, Billy Mitchell, Charles A. Lindbergh,
Richard E. Byrd, Floyd Bennett, Igor Sikorsky, and Wiley Post.

Films reflecting noncombat activities of the Air Force and its prede­
cessors, 1920’s-64, including the airmail service; rescue and assistance 
missions in natural disaster areas at home and abroad; hurricane hunting; 
the Berlin airlift; training and maneuvers; airbase construction; the open­
ing of the Air Force Academy, 1955; participation in the preparations for 
and activities of the International Geophysical Year, 1953-59; A-bomb tests 
in the Pacific and elsewhere; and research and development work in the 
fields of guided missiles, remote control weapons, supersonic flight, and 
space technology.

World War I films illustrating the activities of the Army Air Service 
in France.

Films made in all theaters of operation during World War II concerning 
the activities of the Army Air Forces and all other aspects of the war, in­
cluding the AAF at home; women in the AAF; Axis concentration and prisoner- 
of-war camps and atrocities; Allied bombing missions over Europe and Africa 
and in the Pacific area; the defense of Britain and Moscow; the effects of 
bombing raids on Japan, including the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Naga­
saki; the surrender of Germany and Japan; and the customs, religion, indus­
try, black market, and Allied occupation of Japan.

Films on aerial aspects of the Korean action and the truce-signing 
ceremonies.
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Television news release prints on the war in Vietnam.

Films of the inaugurations of Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Harry S. Truman. Films relating to the Presidency of John F. Kennedy, in­
cluding his inaugural, his activities as President, and worldwide memorial 
services and tributes to him. Films of the funeral of Gen. John J. Per­
shing, 1948.

Films of the 1952 Olympic games.

Captured German films depicting the war in Poland and covering re­
search and development of planes, gliders, helicopters, jets, rockets, and 
ballistic missiles, 1912-44. Captured Japanese films relating to prepara-r 
tions for the Pearl Harbor attack and World War II combat. A Russian film 
of the 1949 May Day celebration.

Many military and civilian leaders appear in these films, including 
Theodore Roosevelt, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Fiorello La Guardia, Winston 
Churchill, Richard M. Nixon, Chiang Kai-shek, Syngman Rhee, Paul von Hin- 
denburg, Josef Stalin, and V. M. Molotov.

Records of the Defense Atomic Support Agency. RG 374
-----EJ5T-W." 20 reels. ------  ---- —  ------

Classified and unclassified training films used by the Nuclear Weapons 
School to instruct in the care, handling, storage, and operation of atomic 
weapons.

Records of the Office of Civil Defense. RG 397
1952-60. 66 reels.
Documentaries produced by predecessor agencies of the OCD depicting 

nuclear bomb explosions, flood damage, and all phases of civil defense.
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Geology, 48
George V, King of England, 24, 

119
Germany, 18, 28, 59, 111, 131, 

200, 238, 242, 243, 342 
Gleaves, Albert, 24 
Glenn, John H., 200 
Goddard, Robert H., 200 
Goering, Hermann, 238 
Goldberg, Arthur, 174 
"Gone With The Wind," 200 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, DC 20408

Date :
From:

ft
To: Motion Picture and Sound Recording Branch

Audiovisual Archives Division 
National Archives and Records Service
Gentlemen:
This is to notify you that our production (title)

was completed on or about (date) ____
and is scheduled for broadcast (or will be exhibited) on (date; location)

of archival footage obtained from the National Archives. Following below

Its total running time is
minutes and it includes approximately feet (l6mm or 35mm? )

are a list of production credits and a brief precis :

■ I r

Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds



CARD CATALOGS IN THE MOTION PICTURES BRANCH (NNVM)

RAIN CATALOG: Entries describe both government and commercially produced newsreels, 
information and documentary films covering a wide range of subjects. Earliest film 
dates from 189^, but material generally covers the period from 1915 through the 
early I960* s. Cards are arranged numerically by record group with bulk of catalog 
made up of subject and title entries. Subject headings loosely based on Library 
of Congress scheme.

FORD FILM COLLECTION CATALOG: Both edited and unedited material covering broad range 
of ^Americans subjects,’* with particular emphasis on the development of the automobile 
and its impact on American life. Covers the period, 191^-1956. Card Index of key 
words and phrases refers to scene descriptions contained in separate notebooks.
Ford Film Guide available which gives overview of the collection* but does not always 
correspond with index. 35mm b&w prints available on most subjects.

ARMY AIR FORCES COMBAT SUBJECTS/SIGNAL CORPS ARMY DEPOSITORY FILM (l8CS/lllADC)
CATALOG: Unedited and camera record footage covering all theaters of military 
activity during World War II, occupation of Germany and Japan, war crime trials 
and Korean War. Cards arranged numerically and by subject, with headings loosely 
based on Library of Congress scheme. 35mm b&w prints available on all 18CS subjects 
and lower numbers of 111ADC series.

UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL CATALOG: Edited stories as well as outtakes giving world-wide 
coverage for the period, 1929-1967. Cards arranged in 13 broad categories, each of 
which is subdivided more specifically. General Information Guide available which 
gives explanation of card format and summary of the 13 categories. Summary sheets, 
arranged chronologically, also available. Reference prints available only for 
stories from 1955-1967.

U.S. AIR FORCE MISCELLANEOUS SERIES: Numerical cards only, (no subject index) 
for film covering early aviation and air force activities for the period 1900 
through the early 1960*s. B&w prints available on most subjects.

U.S. AIR FORCE —  [VARIOUS SERIES): Numerical cards only for variety of Air Force 
series, including News Reviews, News Releases and film relating to International 
Geophysical Year. In addition, Air Force produced catalogs to Strategic bombing 
Survey film relating to Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as well as footage of "Thunderbirds" 
stunt flying.

ARMY AIR FORCES SPECIAL FILM PROJECTS (18SFP) CATALOG: Outtakes from the Army Air 
Forces production, nThunderbolts" covering activities of the 12th AAF in Europe,
June 19^-April 19^5. Numerically arranged cards only— (subject index in process). 
l6mm color prints available on most subjects.

NAVY CATALOG: Unedited and camera record footage covering Navy activities from 
World War II through 1965. Numerical cards only. Subject index available at 
Naval Photographic Center, Washington, D.C.

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION CATALOG: Unedited film covering testing and research 
procedures at various AEC field installations from 1950-1953. Numerically arranged 
cards, as well as an AEC produced subject catalog. B&w prints available on most 
subjects.



UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL (1|)
[Summary notebooks on top of 
catalog cabinet]

ENTRANCE TO 
VIEWING ROOM

UNIVERSAL 
NEWSREEL ( ̂ )
(continued)

JSAF (RG 3^2) MISC. 
SUBJECTS - Numerical 
cards only (5)

8SFP)ARMY AIR FORCES (7)j 
Numerical cards only !

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION* 
(RQ 3':6) Numerical and 
•abject cards (9) REWINDING EQUIPMENT

NAVY CATALOG (RG 80) 
Numerical cards only

(S)

ARMY AIR FORCES/
SIGNAL CORPS 
(ISCS/IIIADC) (3) 
(continued)
Last 2 drawers contain 
numerical cards for 
various USAF series (6)

FORD FILM 
COLLECTION (21
Description
notebooks

RECEPTIONIST.* S 
DESK

ARMY AIR FORCES/
SIGNAL CORPS
(i8c s/i i i a d c )(continued) (3)

ENTRANCE

i

aaf/signal
CORPS (3)

LOCATION OF CARD CATALOGS IN THE MOTION PICTURES BRANCH (NNVM) [not drawn to scale]

MAIN CATALOG 
Drawers 1-10: 
Numerical 
cards (l)

11-Draweri 
137:

i subject and 
i title cards

Drawers 
18O :

1^5-

FORD FILM 
COLLECTION 
(200 FC) (2) 
Card index 

to
description 
notebooks 
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\
To: Afro-American Faculty

BERKELEY: THE GENERAL LIBRARY

October 14, 1976

From: P h y llis  Bischof ¿¿¿?
General Reference Service| •

Subject: Selected Important and Interesting New Reference Books and
M icrofilm  Collections Noted Below

FILM Douglass, Frederick*
17615 Frederick Douglass papers. Washington, D.C. Library o f Congress
E Photoduplication Service. M icrofilm . 1975.

5  ̂ ree ls.

“The 7 »300 items relate particu la rly  to Douglass' career 
during and after the C iv il War and document h is ro le  as the 
leading black figure o f the 19th century, the recognized 
champion o f h is race, and the proponent o f many socia l and 
economic causes. The Papers consist prim arily o f correspondence, 
a speech, an a rtic le , and a book f ile ,  fam ily papers, and lega l, 
subject, and financia l file s . The general correspondence, con­
s istin g  p rin cip a lly  o f le tte rs received by Douglass, has been 
. indexed; th is index appears on the film  as w ell as a detailed 
guide to the co lle ction 's contents. Also included are most o f 
Douglass' speeches and lectures delivered between 1865 and 1895 
and many o f the papers documenting the years Douglass spent in  
residence at Cedar H ill,  h is home in  Anacostia, Washington, D.C.” 
L .C . Information B u lle tin , November 28, 1975*

F* *573 '

FILM Dunbar, Paul Laurence.
16571 The Paul L. Dunbar papers. A m icrofilm  ed ition .. . .
PS M icrofilm . O riginals in  Ohio State H isto rica l Society.

9 ree ls.

For index to contents see: FILM
_  16371

v- • . ts  7  >• ... _
in v
NEWS fit IC KO

Note: This is  not a new acquisition. I  mention i t  as
representative o f the strengths o f our holdings in  Afro- 
American lite ra tu re .

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA— (Letterhead for interdepartmental b m )



DT1 
• 1A35SÔ3 
ser. 2 « 
no« 1 
Ref/Bibl

K 185.5

1976Bef/Bibl
Desk

El85.5 
C923 
R67I 
1975Bef/Bibl
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A12RÔ7
Bef/Bibl
Desk

El-Khawas, Mohamed A«
American-Southern African Relations: Bibliographic Essays,

ed« by Mohamed A« El-Khawas and Francis A« Komegay, Jr« 
Westport, Coqn.J Greenwood Press c19753

188 p. (African Bibliographic Center. Special Bibliographic 
Series« New Series, No« 1)

Chapters include:

1« American Involvement in Angola and Mozambique«
2« A  Short Bibliographic Essay on U.S«- Policy toward 

Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe)
5« Namibia
4« United States Investments in Southern Africa 
5. Black America and U.S.-Southern African Relations

The Negro Almanac: A  Reference Work on the Afro-American«
Comp, and edited by Harry A«Ploski and Warren Marr, H .
New York: Bellwether Co., 19?6* ' _____
1206 p.
A massive revision of this previously useful and now monumentally 

impressive compendium of information. Includes such facts as 
listings of the 100 largest black owned businesses in the U«S«, 
of black savings and loan associations, black life insurance 
companies, and the most current information available regarding 
scholarships primarily for black students« Large sections on 
black artists and inventors with fairly extensive biographical 
data« And much, much more! Illustrated«

Rose Bibliography (Project)
Analytical Guide and Indexes to The Crisis 1900-1960.

Westport, Conn.4 Greenwood Press, 1975*
3 v.

Rosenberg, Marie Barovic.
Women and society: a critical review of the literature with 

a selected annotated bibliography« Comp, and ed« by Marie 
Barovic Rosenberg and Len V« Bergstrom« Beverly Hills, Ca. : 
Sage Publications, 1975«

351* p.



P O

EI85 Smythe, Mabel M*, ed#
r251 ®ie Black American Reference Book* Englewood Cliffs, N*J*:
1976 Prentice-Hall, 19 7 6*

1026 p* .

Essays on JO aspects of the black experience by such 
authorities as Ernest Kaiser, Vernon E* Jordan and Ar^a Bon temps.

Our holdings on microfilm of Afro-American dissertations 1970-75 
have all been arranged according to subject in a new supplement 
to the Earle West Bibliography of Doctoral Research on the Negro 
now available at the Reference Desk and at Moffitt Reference*







F O R E W O R D

The present status of the case described in this pamphlet 
is that the trial record and briefs are being reviewed by 
the Judge Advocate General of the United States Navy in 
Washington. His decision will be reviewed by Secretary 
of the Navy James V. Forrestal.

Ten of the men were sentenced to 15 years in prison; 11 
to 10 years; 24 to 12 years; and 5 to 8 years.

Civilian counsel for the sailors on their appeal is Thurgood 
Marshall, chief counsel for the NAACP. Mr. Marshall 
filed a brief in behalf of all fifty men at the written re­
quest of the sailors themselves.

Mr. Marshall, who attended the trial at Yuerba Buena 
Island in San Francisco bay for twelve days in October, 
1944, stated at that time: “These men are being tried 
for mutiny solely because of their race and color.”

Published March, 1945 by
The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 
69 F ifth Avenue New York 3, N. Y.

Cover is Official' U. S. Navy photograph and shows sailors handling 
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‘TttcUittty ?
R e m e m b e r  Port Chicago?

You should.

Over 320 American sailors were blown to tiny fragments there in 
less time than it takes to say “Jim Crow.”

It was an explosion — a nerve-shattering, unimaginably horrible ex­
plosion that rocked Northern California into a frightened uproar.

Over 300 young sailors died there. They died suddenly and they had 
no time to be afraid.

In some ways they were luckier than the eight or nine hundred who 
didn’t die — who were left to watch as bits of charred flesh dropped 
from the sky and fell all about them -— who were left to pick up the bits 
of charred flesh and put them into baskets and know that those baskets 
contained all that was left of their friends, their buddies.

The Port Chicago explosion happened months ago, on July 17, 1944 
to be exact; but its reverberations haven’t stopped yet.

The ground is still shuddering under the feet of 50 of the young men 
who lived through it.

Somewhere under the late autumn sun that shimmers down on San 
Francisco Bay, those 50 young men sit in a closely guarded jail and 
wait to learn how soon they will walk under that sun as free men.

While they wait, their minds are a confusion of hurt and bewildered 
resentment and fear -— fear that has whispered along beside them for 
so many months that it is a part of tfie inexplicably twisted pattern their 
lives have become.

These 50 young men, over half of them under 21, were convicted last 
October 24 of a crime which can mean life imprisonment — or death.

They were convicted, after 45 minutes deliberation, by a court-



martial board of 7 high-ranking naval officers, of “making a mutiny*1 
because they were afraid to go hack to loading ammunition three weeks 
after they had seen those bits of charred flesh rain down on them from 
the sky.

They were prosecuted by a naval officer, Lt. Commdr. James Frank 
Coakley, formerly chief assistant district attorney of Alameda County, 
Calif., who was, unknown to the defense or the public, the brother-in- 
law of one of the two white officers involved in the case — who, in his 
final vitriolic plea for a conviction, shouted, “Any man who i§ so de­
praved as to be afraid to load ammunition deserves no leniency!**

They can still remember the flare of hope they felt when they entered 
the job that was to be for them, as it has been for millions of young 
Americans, a testing ground of their valor, their courage, their willing­
ness to fight and die to rid the world of fascism.

They were tried at the largest mass trial in Navy history — with 
photographs and publicity issued by the Navy — the first naval mutiny 
court-martial of this war.

The trial lasted six weeks in an atmosphere of what the Navy piously 
calls “complete impartiality.” But, behind and underlying this fair front 
are bias, bigotry and bungling. The record of the court-martial of these 
50 young men contains not one word of the most important issues of the 
case. It contains not one hint that while these 50 bewildered youngsters 
sat for six weeks in a courtroom as the “accused,** the real offender was 
the “accuser** — the Navy.

These 50 young men are Negro sailors.
Why is that so important, you ask.
The answer is simple. It*s true there are two kinds of sailors in the 

United States Navy — sailors, and Negro sailors. It*s that the policy 
of the United States Navy is to segregate Negroes, to keep them isolated, 
and with few exceptions, not to send them to sea except as messmen, and 
to give them, regardless of their training or capabilities, every kind of 
dirty, heart-breaking shore duty that can be found.

It*s that any trials of any Negro for any offense in the Navy cannot 
make any pretension to justice if the Navy’s policy of racial discrimina­
tion and its effect upon the Negro sailor are not made a part of the 
record of the case.

— 2 —



Who are these “depraved men” on trial as Lt. Commdr. Coakley 
called them?

Well, there’s John H. Dunn, seaman second class.

That’s a pretty impressive name for a 17-year old, 104-pound kid, 
isn’t it? i

“Guilty of mutiny” is a pretty impressive verdict to find against a 
17-year-old, too.

Dunn is slender and small and he has an appealing kid’s grin that 
reminds you of your little brother or the kid next door. You should have 
seen his face on October 24 when we was found guilty! It would have 
strengthened your faith in the United States Navy. No depraved mutineer 
like Dunn is going to get away with taking over the Navy. Not while 
Lt. Commdr. Coakley and the 12th Naval District are around!

Then there’s Martin Bordenave who was injured in the explosion. 
He’s even more depraved than Dunn. Bordenave is 18 and he’s been in 
the Navy since he enlisted at the age of 16. He’s a really tough character. 
He must weigh 125 pounds and he’s at least 5 feet 5 inches tall.

Another of these dangerous degenerate men is C. N. Hazzard. He’s 
21 and on his arm he wears the insignia of a chaplain’s assistant. His 
voice is soft as he tells of “picking up bodies” at Port Chicago. You can 
feel safer now that Hazzard is going to spend a long time in. a federal 
penitentiary.

Charles S. Widemon is 19 years old. He enlisted when he was 17. 
He was at Port Chicago for two years and had asked for a transfer to 
sea duty at least six times. During the trial Prosecutor Coakley made a 
great point of the fact that Widemon is alleged to have, called out to a 
commissioned officer, “Do you think this is what I enlisted for?” Accord­
ing to Coakley, that was the last word in arrogance. It proved that 
Widemon was a degenerate mutineer — insolent — demanding!

“Do you think this is what I erifisted for?”

Well, was it? Was two years of laborer’s work what the 17-year-old 
boy had enlisted for? Maybe so; Maybe he should have known better 
than to expect to be treated like an American sailor. What did he think 
the Navy was — democracy? Off to federal penitentiary with him. He’s 
’a dangerous man.
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Joseph R. Small, clean-cut, intelligent 23-year-old from New Jersey, 
was, according to Prosecutor Coakley, a ringleader of the “mutiny.” The 
only reason Mr. Coakley could give for this opinion was that after having 
been made an acting petty officer by his division officer, Small proceeded 
to act like one in keeping discipline among the men who were quartered 
together after they had not gone to work.

He called a meeting of the men and warned them to “straighten up 
and fly right!” Because he had not been given specific orders to call a 
meeting» Mr. Coakley contended that Small had called a “mutinous as­
semblage,” was a ringleader in a “mutiny.” This in spite of the fact that 
the “mutiny” had taken place two days before.

There are a lot more of these depraved criminals. They come from 
all over the United States and they have varied backgrounds. Some are 
city kids; some come from the country. Some are high school graduates; 
some had only a year or two of southern grammar schools; one is an 
illiterate. : - . . - , .. . ; • ,, . . v . -. ■ . •( pa

Over half of them are too young to vote.
Forty-four out of the 50 had perfect conduct ratings in the Navy.
Here’s what one of their petty officers, not involved in the trial, said 

about them: “The cooperation of my men was always wonderful, their 
discipline excellent. We had the top division in the base”

T h e s e  are the depraved mutineers who were convicted on October 
24! How did they get that way? What “depraved” them? When did 
it start?

The day each of them entered the Navy is as good a place to start 
as any. They went to Great Lakes for boot training. So far, so good. 
They had pretty much the same boot training as any other sailor, and 
they came out with ratings as 2nd class seamen. Since they were told 
that they were seamen, they thought they’d be sent to sea. Maybe some 
of them had visions of coming home with service ribbons and a medal 
or two, and stories of battles and heroism to dazzle the girls. Maybe 
they did.

But the day they finished training and were assigned to “active” 
duty, they woke up to find that this brave new world was just the same 
old Jim-Crow world they had always known, only worse — because the 
other world was changing, and this one was not.
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They were shipped to a little town on San Francisco Bay —• Port 
Chicago — and the new Naval Ammunition Depot where Navy ex­
plosives were loaded for overseas.

They weren’t going to sea. They were going to load ammunition.

That was all right. They were disappointed, but they were philosoph­
ical about i t  Somebody had to load ammunition. They might as well 
do it. Of course this work had special hazards requiring special training, 
and they were not trained for it. That, too, was immaterial.

But on the first day they noticed something.

Every man loading ammunition at Port Chicago was a Negro.

Every commissioned officer at Port Chicago was white; so was every 
chief petty officer.

That was when the little ache inside that they hadn’t had since they 
entered the Navy came back. And every day they spent at Port Chicago 
it got a little worse

They were assigned to “divisions” and the next thing they knew they 
were on a ship loading ammunition.

Ammunition — high explosives — heavy work — dangerous Work.

And all the instniction they received was the warning to be “careful.”

Careful of what? They didn’t know one kind of explosive from an­
other. They didn’t know what would make them go off. They didn’t 
know which ones would explode if they were dropped or bumped.

But what they did know was that they were beginning to get scared. 
As the weeks passed they began to feel that they were "Shadow boxing 
with an enemy they couldn’t see. In each fist he held a bottle of nitro­
glycerin which might go off at any moment if they made a wrong move.

The trouble was that they didijit ^pow which'move might be the 
wrong one. —

And they noticed that a lot of the men they worked with were in the 
same condition — nervous, jittery. One night, one of the men went com­
pletely berserk in the hold of the ship.

They added to their own fears the knowledge that their buddies were



scared. And every so often somebody, nervous and unsure of himself, 
dropped something -— a box of grenades — an anti-aircraft shell.

Running through the nervousness and the nagging awareness that 
they were not adequately trained for the work, was another thread. Why 
were only Negroes doing this work?

Morale got a little worse when they overheard white commissioned 
officers asking the section leaders to “pour it on tonight” because the 
white officers had five dollar bets on with each other as to whose division 
would load the most ammunition that night. Five dollar bets — on sud­
den death.

One of the boys went to the Buchanan street USO in San Francisco 
on his next liberty. He was still thinking about those five-dollar bets. 
When one of the white senior hostesses sat down beside him and tried 
to cheer him up, he found himself pouring the whole story out to her
— sort of thinking out loud.

WTiy were only Negroes used to load ammunition? Why were the 
white seamen at Port Chicago given other jobs? Why was it almost 
impossible for a Negro to get a promotion? Why were most of the men 
at Port Chicago still second class seamen, even though a lot of them 
had been there for two years and had excellent conduct ratings? Why 
were there so few Negro petty officers?

He told her about something he had read that night in a Negro paper 
about Negroes on the Anzio and Normandy beachheads — about a 
Negro air corps captain in the 99th fighter squadon who had shot down 
his third Nazi plane over Italy — about a Negro artillery battalion in 
France that had hit the turret of a German tank with a 155 mm. shell 
at a distance of 9 miles.

Those guys were getting a chance to prove that they had as much 
guts and brains as anybody — but in the Navy —.

The woman listened carefully. That night she wrote a letter to Mrs. 
Roosevelt telling her the whole story — of the lack of training, the 
speed-up, the man who had gone berserk from nerves strained too far
— the betting — the discrimination. The letter reached Mrs. Roosevelt 
just too late.

A week or so later another boy ran into another morale shaker. He 
met a longshoreman in San Francisco and heard bad news. He learned



for instance, that civilian longshoremen in the Bay Area had, on a 
number of occasions refused to work on the same ship where Navy 
personnel were loading. He learned that the Longshoremen’s union 
wouldn’t permit a winch driver to work on ammunition unless he had 
had years of experience on other loads.

He kept remembering that the winch driver on his gang had had 
exactly two months’ experience — all of it on ammunition.

The boys in the barracks felt fine when he went back and told them. 
It was lucky they didn’t know the whole story.

They would really have gotten shaky if they had known that the San 
Francisco waterfront unions had that very week warned the 12th Naval 
District that there would be an explosion if they persisted in using un­
trained seamen to load ammunition.

And they would have been really bewildered if they had known that 
the Navy had ignored an offer by these same unions to send experienced 
longshoremen to train them in the safe handling of explosives.

But they didn’t know, so they were saved a little worry.

Morale in the barracks got another crack on the head a few days 
later when one of the boys asked his division officer for a transfer to 
sea duty.

The officer told him in all seriousness, “It’s a policy of the 12th 
Naval District not to use you Negroes on ships because you can’t settle 
any kind of argument without a knife!”

It’s July 17. It’s a-few minutes before 11 p.m. and men are scattered 
around the barracks, some of them going to bed, others getting ready 
to go to work at midnight loading the two ships out in the harbor. Some­
body is whistling “Can’t See for Looking.” He reaches for a high note 
and just as he hits it the long room shudders and then gathers itself 
together and the walls lurch forwa/fl m a noise too loud, too violent to 
register on anyone’s ears. Then the men are flying through the air and 
the whole barracks is flying with them and their eardrums are screaming 
with sound that is too intense to have any meaning. Furniture catapults 
into walls and the air is full of flying bodies. Above their heads, the 
roof suddenly rips wide open and they see stars through a great yawning 
rent. That was the last a lot of them remember for a while.
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For that was the Port Chicago explosion —the worst home front 
disaster of the war. The two ships in the harbor had blown up, killing 
the more than 320 men who were loading them.

The papers bloomed with headlines and pictures and feature stories 
that told how the people of the town of Port Chicago were so dazed that 
they couldn’t speak coherently for a week after the blast. The razed 
buildings were described and the vacant staring eyes of the shopkeepers 
and the children who were too frightened to cry.

Case-hardened newspapermen in San Francisco still get a little sick 
when they remember the stench of charred flesh, the bits of burned and 
blackened and bloody flesh that littered the ammunition depot. They still 
speak of the hysteria that ruled officers and men alike all that night and 
far into the next day.

But what does Lt. Commdr. Coakley say — “Any man so depraved 
as to be afraid to load ammunition deserves no leniency!”

R e m e m b e r  what you learned in your First Aid class about shock?

Here’s what two California authorities on psychology had to say 
about this particular shock:

Dr. Cavendish Moxon, practicing psychologist in San Francisco: 
“There are sound psychological reasons why the 50 Negro sailors should 
not be accused of conspiracy to mutiny. When men are shocked by an 
explosion into a serious state of panic, they are not free to undertake 
new risks or even normal activities until they have been helped to over­
come their nervous and mental upset. To accuse such persons of a crime 
is as meaningless and cruel as to punish a neurotic for being unable to 
overcome his panicky fears.” A n y  m a n  so  d e p r a v e d  a s  to  b e  a f r a id  to  
lo a d  a m m u n itio n  d e s e r v e s  n o  le n ie n c y .

This is what Prof. Harry C. Steinmetz, chairman of the psychology 
department at San Diego State College had to say: “Men who have 
not received unusual reassurances after an unusual catastrophe obviously 
have provocation for acting unusually. If adequate reassurances were 
not given following the tragic Port Chicago explosion, certainly the men 
involved deserve not public condemnation, but rather public sympathy.”

Were “adequate reassurances” given?
The Navy brought in swing bands to play jive for the boys.



They brought in USO camp shows. The swing bands and the. USO 
shows played in buildings that were roofless and twisted by the blast, 
and there were still a few fragments of bodies lying around, but maybe 
the idea was good.

And, oh yes, they kept telling the men that they shouldn’t be afraid, 
that there was really nothing to be afraid of. Very few of them were 
convinced.

The survivors were split up. A large group, including those who had 
been injured, was sent to Camp Shoemaker; the rest were kept at Port 
Chicago, “cleaning up” after the explosion.

None of them was given leaves. They were just kept sitting around 
thinking — about ammunition and explosions and Jim Crow.

Less than two weeks after the explosion some of the men of the first 
division at Port Chicago were told to go back to loading ammunition. 
Most of them refused. It was tried again with other men. Still more 
refused. Some of them were put in the brig, and then let out again'. And 
then suddenly over 100 „men, most of whom had refused to load ammu­
nition, were gathered up, transferred to Treasure Island and then shipped 
to the South Pacific.

In the meantime, the 2nd, 4th, and 8th divisions, the last three'remain- 
ing of the loading divisions which were at Port Chicago at the time of 
the explosion, were scattered around at various camps.

On the 9th of August all three divisions assembled at Vallejo, sched­
uled to go to work loading ammunition.

The 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th of August are days which the 12th 
Naval District would probably very much like to forget. You would 
have to search long and far to find a more magnificent display of inept­
ness and bungling.

The men were supposed to go to work loading ammunition. Three 
white officers, Lts. Ernest Delucchi, J fE . Tobin, and C. G. Morehouse 
were responsible for getting the men to work. And not one of them was 
capable of giving a direct order.

“If you are willing to obey orders fall out — stand on this side — 
stand on that side — cowards over here — do this, do that.” And never 
once a clean-cut direct order to march.



The result was that out of approximately 400 men, 257, admitting 
that they were afraid, were marched off to a barge and put under marine 
guard.

Tobin and Delucchi, completely confused by now, ran wild. They gath­
ered up mess cooks, compartment cleaners and sick men, none of whom 
was supposed to load ammunition. When these men said honestly that 
they were afraid, they were shunted off to the barge.

Among these latter additions to the “mutineers” were: 104-pound, 
17-year-old John Dunn, who had never loaded ammunition in his life. 
He had been made a mess cook because the doctor had said he was too 
light to work on the docks.

Another was a boy named Julius Dixson, who, on Lt. Delucchi’s own 
testimony, had been made a permanent mess cook because of his ineffi­
ciency on the docks, lack of control, and because he was a hazard to 
others.

Another was a seaman named Ollie Green. On the day before, August 
8, he had broken his wrist, which was still in a cast late in September.

The nerves of the officers seem to have been pretty thoroughly shat­
tered too. And that is a charitable judgment.

On the 12th of August, the commandant of the 12th Naval District 
arrived at Vallejo and spoke to the men, telling them to go back to work.

After his speech Lt. Morehouse lined up his 8th division, said clearly, 
“We’re going to work — March!” and every one of his men went to 
work.

Lts. Tobin and Delucchi, however, continued to shilly-shally, con­
tinued to give vague orders. As a result 44 men from the two divisions, 
still saying they were afraid, were taken under guard to Port Chicago. 
Subsequently six of the men from the 2nd and 4th divisions who had 
said they would go back to work, for various reasons didn’t. They were 
taken to Port Chicago, making up the nice round even number of 50 
men to be tried for conspiracy to mutiny.

That’s the essence of the “mutiny.”

T H E R E  are a lot of interesting details, however. For instance, the 
so-called “don’t work lists” which the prosecution repeatedly claimed 
were subversive pledges binding the signers to mutiny. The only trouble
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was lhal not only couldn’t the prosecution pul its hands on a copy of these 
dread lists, but they couldn’t produce any witnesses who could even come 
close to describing them. The defense, on the other hand, produced a 
very good description of at least one of the lists. It was a petititon to Lt. 
Delucchi, stating that the men were afraid of ammunition and would 
like a change of duty!

Lt. Delucchi is an interesting link in the case. It was Delucchi who, 
according to half a dozen witnesses, appointed Joe Small as acting petty 
officer after the 9th of August.

On the stand Lt. Delucchi testified that he hadn’t appointed Small. 
If he did not, Small’s calling of a meeting on the barge might be con­
strued as some sort of a mutinous assemblage — which is exactly what 
Prosecutor Coakley wanted it to be.

Lt. Delucchi’s conduct on the 9th, 10th and 11th of August was not 
exactly the conduct of a naval officer who was competent to handle men. 
In fact, as the trial went on, Delucchi showed up in a worse and worse 
light, but in Coakley’s final argument he made an appeal to the trial 
board which was in effect, “Are you going to take the word of th ese  m en  
or are you going to believe the word of a gentleman like Lt. Delucchi?”

Lt. Delucchi is Coakley’s brother-in-law.

The fact wasn’t discovered until two days after the trial was over 
when a San Francisco ̂ reporter dug it out by accident The reporter also 
dug out the fact that the relationship between the prosecutor and his star 
witness was common gossip among naval men at Vallejo. Which leads 
to two questions: Why didn’t the 12th Naval District know about it, and 
why was Coakley allowed to superintend the original investigation of 
the case — the investigation which was the basis for a.charge of “con­
spiracy to mutiny,” when his own brother-in-law’s action were part and 
parcel of the case?

But there were other peculiar things about that investigation. Naval 
officers« working under Coakley’s supervision, took statements from the 
men involved, in some cases, without telling them that they did not have 
to make statements or that they could have counsel — in others — ac­
cording to testimony — by the use of threats. The statements, by which 
Mr. Coakley attempted to prove conspiracy, were, in almost no instance, 
complete statements made by the men themselves. They were “compiled”
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by a question and answer method, and included only, as one of the offi­
cers testified, what facts he thought were relevant to the case. Insert the 
word “prosecution” before “case” and you will have a clearer idea of 
what he meant.

Prosecutor Coakley made the most of sectional prejudice during the 
trial. Mr. Coakley is a northerner, but he did as good a job of dragging 
race prejudice into that courtroom as anyone could have done. He used 
one of the oldest tricks in the old race hate bag. It goes like this:

The defense puts one of the accused on the stand — the first witness 
for the defense. His name is Longmire. He speaks with a decided Sou­
thern accent. Coakley doesn’t ask him where he comes from. He doesn’t 
have to, because in front of him he has 50 slender tan-covered books 
which contain the complete record of each of the 50 accused.

The next two witnesses speak with a Southern accent. Coakley doesn’t 
ask them where they are from.

Then the fourth witness! It’s Joe Small. He’s a good witness and 
he’s the man Coakley is trying to prove is a “ringleader.”

“Where are you from, Small?” “New Jersey, sir.”

“What did you do before you came into the Navy?” “I was a truck 
driver, sir.”

Ah, a teamster. Coakley gloats, both eyes pinned to the Southern 
members of the court. You can see the thought waves going out. A smart 
Northern N—. Probably a union member, too.

The next eight witnesses have Southern accents, so there is no ques­
tion. But the next one brings it out again.

Coakley looks down at the man’s record, looks up, eyeing the sou­
thern officers. “Where are you from, Grimes?” “Detroit, sir.”

“How much education did you have?” “High school, sir.”

“What did you do before you came into the Navy?”

“I worked in a defense plant, sir.”

And so it goes, day after day — where are you from? New. York, 
Chicago, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, New York, Chicago, Detroit. How 
much education did you have? High school graduate — three years of
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high school —- two years of high school. Never does he question the 
defendants who have obviously had not more than a couple of years of 
grade school. Never does he question defendants obviously from the 
South.

He was particularly obvious with a youngster named Freddie Meeks. 
The routine was changed a little. “Where are you from, Meeks?” “Mem­
phis, Tennessee, sir.”

A slight frown from Coakley, then, “Before you came into the Navy, 
weren’t you in Los Angeles?” “Yes, sir.” **How long?” “About two 
years, sir.”

“What did you do?” “I was a welder, sir.”
Didn’t you go to Jefferson High School there?” “Yes, sir.”
By the time 40 of the 50 accused had been on the stand Coakley had 

really warmed up and he had a new angle.
“Where are you from?” “Chicago, sir.’
“What part of Chicago?” “The south side,”
He tried this one only three times, once with the boy from Chicago, 

and twice with boys from New York. The New York boys crossed him 
up. When he asked “What part of New York?” they innocently answered, 
“Upper Manhattan, sir,” knowing all the time that he wanted them to 
say “Harlem.”

Here’s a fairly accurate box score on Mr. Coakley’s “north-south” 
f poll. He asked 27 defendants where their homes were.

Twenty-one of them were from north of the Mason-Dixon line.
Two of the other six were asked, apparently because Coakley was 

under the misapprehension that Baltimore and St. Louis are Northern 
cities. The other four were asked because, after the newspapers started 
commenting on Mr. Coakley’s peculiar little habit of questioning, he was 
instructed by the court to ask his question of each witness.

Mr. Coakley was made senior fudge advocate' for the 12th Naval 
District at the close of the trial.

N O W  let’s go back and pull a few threads together.

These 50 young seamen were tried because of an act which they
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committeed through fear and shock which was largely based on the 
fact that they knew that thanks to the Navy’s lack of training, they were 
not competent to handle explosives safely — shock which is so well 
known and serious a phenomenon that the Army and Navy make elab­
orate provisions for most men to relax and recuperate from such shock 
before reassignment to hazardous duty.

They knew before the explosion that ammunition at Port Chicago 
was not properly handled. Most of them were afraid then — and not 
afraid because Negroes are cowards—but because they had sense enough 
to know that explosives are dangerous unless skillfully handled. They 
knew that they did not have that skill, and that the Navy was doing 
nothing to train them. Then the explosion proved that their fears were 
correct — proved it by wrecking an entire town and killing over 300 men 
who had also been afraid.

So, three weeks later, flouting everything that modern neuro-psy­
chiatry has learned about shock, the Navy ordered them back to loading 
ammunition.

Is it any wonder that they didn’t go back? Is it any wonder that 
350 besides these 50 “examples” didn’t go back?

The Navy has denied them every right of equality in the service. It 
has denied them their rights as Americans to serve in active sea duty. It 
has segregated them, insulted them, risked their lives by sheer unnecessary 
inefficiency and now it will send them to a Federal penitentiary for years 
in order to save its own face.

Somebody had to take the rap for the Port Chicago explosion. The 
320 Negroes who died there couldn’t do it, so the Navy found 50 others.

Fifty Negroes were singled out of over 400 men, all of whom for the 
same reasons, and with the same justification committed the same act.

What matters is that these 50 men were charged with “conspiracy to 
mutiny” a charge which evidence in the trial did very little to substan­
tiate. They were convicted after a trial which, not once in its entire six 
weeks even approached the basic issues at stake.

Only once was any criticism of the Navy allowed to come out in 
open court and that was an accident. Early in the trial, one of the de­
fendants when asked the routine question, “Have you anything to add
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to your testimony?” almost gave apoplexy to every naval officer in the 
room by saying, “Yes, I have. I want to say that the reason I was afraid 
to load ammunition was because I knew it wasn’t handled properly. The 
officers used to race each other and make us speed up.”

The public relations officer assigned to the trial, after a word with 
the president of the courts-martial board, immediately cornered all re­
porters, trying desperately to get them to suppress that bit of information.

And after that, the defendants were instructed to consult with their 
attorneys before they said anything. The attorneys, being lieutenants 
in the Navy and perforce required to get along with the brass hats, their 
superior officers, saw to it that no more slips were made. There was no 
room for justice in this court-martial, because justice happened to con­
flict with the prestige and honor of the Navy.

The Navy is doing a great job of fighting fascists off foreign shores. 
It’s doing a fighting job that every American .can be proud of, but 
it’s about time that it found out that it is a functioning part of a 
democracy, and that democracy means equality for all of the people 
in it. It can’t treat men as these defendants were treated and then be 
piously shocked at a “breach of discipline.”

Let’s take a last look at one of these men whom the Navy is sending 
to a penitentiary, possibly for the rest of his life.

This one is older than the others, and because he’s older, he has 
stored up a greater capacity for mental torture.

We’ll call him “Arthur Hunt.” He’s 35 years old. Before he came 
into the Navy he lived in New York and worked at an electrical com­
pany in New Jersey. ^

He was a skilled worker — did light machine work and electrical 
parts assemblage.

You know what kind of work he’s been doing in the Navy.

Hunt’s face as he sat in that courtroom week aftej week was thin, 
sensitive, the face of a man who has been Jim-Crowed for 35 years and 
who, in the explosion and in this trial had reached the limit of mental 
endurance.

He sat in that courtroom for six solid weeks and stared straight
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ahead. His expression never changed, never varied by the twitch of a 
muscle.

He sat and stared and you kntew he heard nothing of what went on 
during those six weeks.

You knew that in his attempt to escape pain he had retreated so far 
back into himself that he would probably never be quite able to get back.

La his staring, carefully blank eyes, you could see many things ■— 
years of discrimination, segregation, humiliation. Then suddenly a 
chance to reach out and grasp at dignity ——skilled work, vital work, 
work that he -could do with pride. And then suddenly, the Navy the 
kick-back, hurling him down, back to laboring, back to menial humili­
ating Jim Crow jobs.

The explosion, the trial, could only have been the final scratches 
that opened up the bigger wound that festered within Arthur Hunt.

You can’t forget Arthur Hunt’s face. It follows you around, still and 
quiet and tragic.

And when you think of John Dunn and Martin Bordenave and Haz- 
zard, the Chaplain’s assistant, you know that their young, vital, hopeful 
faces must never become like Hunt’s. For their sakes and the sakes of 
thousands of Negro youngsters like them, Jim Crow in the Navy must 
be cleaned up.

The Navy has a slogan .—“Remember Pearl Harbor” — a reminder 
of foreign treachery against a democracy*

There is another slogan the Navy should adopt.

It is a reminder of what treachery to our own ideals within a de­
mocracy does to that democracy.

The pointless, meaningless deaths of over 320 Americans must be 
' given a point, must be given a meaning — for the living.

Remember Port Chicago!
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