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■ ^ ü s  %  %^-i ' r1 B B  - ' m i m
HM *"* » Ü ^ P S
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vi ‘̂AÛ-kÍ Wh*<?



7/

ö

<$§ K m - 'U

fl ■
V4 \ Wfc* -v : d¿ kJ «

ly *\f ' t i  . ■/ ' '- J  Bancroft, Úbraijf

IJ L W ^ O . 
¥

•i Í^T,«
' •  lVX

\M\

W ¡y

iffj  H^a. jw^-rv,,,■ gw, J,„
Wt̂ ) O c.

■ I I  M/

ééìH k

p H

S f c ^  f c ,  I W  ^  ^

I  i W .  ¿ ^ | ; | i '  

5 * a a ^ | jL  Gl w C

-| Ä .
yfca  AÁA-(_ __

v i fcAj w c c t rf^l' M»»|¿¿ij‘ 
^  fiX v̂wjjJ. :j i

M*«àÀ



1
A a a ,

Bancroft Library

||| III

IB I  v
)^\. )^ w U _ X * * w  :.,/VVs3 ,̂-;: e»M<w*J /> W w \L C -

® M A f | W  4 ì 4 | *  F ® * ' ®  f i '  | | |

;f e W \ ,  K a v ^ -'V

| § B I

.cal
■

® f ,!’ . V a W n -a /| $ A /  M  t

v V ajrl t u ,  | 44- |v <H§Xm

pjj y Ovsxi—ijL. XJLAa, dC IXa>^A^
|||) ^ ^ ^

tS§§ rvvw
f a H & * t  ( f w L ^  &  v - , : > a  A^|.;v r  ^

■’• ■ t̂ r̂uAj-v̂ w y
'a - '" - '?  A ,J o t  t>—H_ tk_ j  J C ^ te V 'lf c s  

| §  :: - | t f | § | § ^

BIBMIIÌìÌ ìmB M ^ K ^ I ^ M  óéS b
MHR

ss

is®

#vo*f r
A ,. fc / * y v \JL

fi



í i l
M  I í¡û i  ■ ■
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The F ir s t  F erry  on the American E lv e r  Near Sacram ento.
Bancroft Library

P rev io u s to 18J0 n e a r ly  a l l  the t r a v e l  to  the n orth ern  m ines 

c r o sse d  the American R iv e r  a t  the fo rd  four m ile s  from the c i t y  a t  

what was c a l l e d  N o r r is 1 Ranchuon the L e id sc h r f  g r a n t . In  th e  e a r ly  

sp r in g  o f 1850 the w a ters  were very h ig h , and a f e r r y  boat was

in d e s p e n s ib le .

l y  f a t h e r ,  J i .S . B a y ley , on a t r ip  from Sacramento to  Coloma 

h a lte d  a few hours a t  B r ig h to n , and the s u b je c t  o f  a f e r r y  came 

up* A r e s id e n t  o f the p la c e  s a id  th a t  he had a scow on th e  r iv e r  

and tr a v e le r s  were c o n t in u a lly  tr o u b lin g  him to  s e t  them a c r o s s  

the r iv e r ,  ta u t  he would l ik e  t o  s e l l  the b o a t , so as to be r e l ie v e d  

o f the tro u b le  and v e x a t io n , d id  not th in k  i t  would pay much 

anyway. He o f fe r e d  the boat to  ray fa th e r  fo r  tJOO.GO and he need  

n ot pay fo r  i t  u n t i l  he made i t  out o f the b u s in e s s .

%  fa t h e r  thought th a t  i t  would pay w e l l  i f  moved down to  

the o ld  fo rd  and put in to  o p e r a t io n . He bought th e  boa^ on

to  Coloma and I went back w ith  h in  to  tak e charge of th e  b o a t . I t  

was moved down the r iv e r  and a  co u p le  o f Kanakas employed to put a 

c a b le  a c r o s s  the stream  and g e t  th e  scow in p o s i t i o n .  I w e l l  

r e c o l l e c t  the f i r s t  money I took  i n .  I t  was p r e v io u s  to  g e t t in g  the  

scow in  o p e r a tio n . A m iner a fo o t  came to  the house and wanted t o  

know i f  I co u ld  put him a c ro ss  the r iv e r .  There was a dugout up 

the stream  about a h a l f  m ile  above the house where the w ater  w&s not 

v ery  r a p id . I took  him up th ere  and a c r o s s  th e  r iv e r .  He ask ed  me 

the p r ic e .  I t o ld  him $1.*?0. He s a id  he had n o th in g  but d u s t .  I 

had fo r g o t te n  my s c a l e s .  He to ld  me to  put my h a n d k erch ie f a c r o ss  

my hand and when I thought he had poured in  enough g o ld  to  sa y  s o ,

1



when the s la c k  o f the h a n d k erch ie f touched  my palm I s a id  th e r e .
Bancroft Lib raff?1

When I re tu rn ed  to th e  house and w eighed  i t  th e r e  was j u s t  #7*00 . 

But a few d o l la r s  more or l e s s  in  th o se  days was of but l i t t l e  con­

seq u en ce . He was s a t i s f i e d ,  and 1 am su re th a t I w as.

When th e  f e r r y  b o a t was ready fo r  o p e r a tio n  some s to c k  men on 

the north  s id e*  who w anted use o f the f e r r y  f r e q u e n t ly ,  were ap p ea led  

to  to  s e t  the s c a le  o f  p r i c e s ,  w hich were a s  fo l lo w s :

F ootm an .. . . . . . . . . . $ 1 . JO

Man and h o r s e , . . . . . 4 . 0 0  a t  n ig h t  f 8»00

(Wagon and two h o r se s  $ 8 .0 0  each a d d it io n a l  span $ 4 .0 0  
( o f  c a t t l e

I  was o n ly  17 h ears o ld  a t  th a t  t im e . I t  was n e c e ssa r y  to  

have a man to  a s s i s t  me. (The boat was p u lle d  a c r o s s  hand over hand)

A young man about 19 or 20 , Jo S im s, who has been a r e s id e n t  of 

Sacram ento Co. ever  s i n c e ,  and was l i v i n g  th ere  a few y e a r s  ago» 

was employed a t  a s a la r y  o f $ 2 0 0 .0 0  pr  m onth. In  a few  days i t  was 

known th a t a f e r r y  was in  o p e r a tio n , and th e r e  was a c o n tin u a l stream  

o f  t r a v e l l e r s  on the road . To th e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  th ere  was 

but one com p la in t as to  th e  t o l l ,  and th a t  was from  an em igrant th a t  

had come in to  th e  s t a t e  the f a l l  p r e v io u s . For e le v e n  w eeks we 

co in ed  money a s  i t  w ere. In  th a t  tim e we c le a r e d  $11,00G #00 c le a r  o f  

a l l  e x p e n se s . Sundays were our b u s ie s t  d a y s . The pack ers and m iners 

would g e n e r a l ly  rem ain in  the c i t y  u n t i l  Monday morning b e fo r e

s t a r t in g  to  th e  m in es. The h ig h e s t  amount taken  in  any s in g le  day. 

was $360.00 one Sunday* When the r iv e r  g o t low enough to  fo r d , o f  

c o u r se , the fe r r y  was u s e l e s s .

At th a t  tim e C apt. C h ild s  had p o s s e s s io n  of the N o r r is  ran ch , 

and r e s id e d  th e re  on the n orth  s id e  o f the r iv e r  w ith  h is  fa m ily  o f
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th r e e  g i r l s  about grown. In  an in d ir e c t  way th ey  were q u ite  a
Bancroft libra®

b e n e f i t  to  the f e r r y .  S e v e r a l young (o r  m iddle aged) men would come 

out from th e c i t y  every  Saturday and Sunday n ig h t ,  h o rseb a ck . The 

r e s id e n c e  was im m ed iate ly  on th e  bank of th e  r iv e r .  But I t  w ould be 

b en eath  t h e ir  d ig n ity  to  le a v e  t h e i r  hourse and c ro es  a f o o t ,  as th ey  

alw ays came & fter  dark and retu rn ed  th a t  n ig h t  t h e ir  f e r r y  b i l l  was 

$16*00 each»

The g i r l s ,  a fterw a rd  m arried  Jerone D avis o f  B ar i s  v i  l i e , Y olo  

Co*, Jake Brown near the same p la c e ,  and - -  T u lly  o f  Hapa Co.
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