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Rough and Ready
February 10, 1853

My Sweet and Lovely Wife

I received your letter this day dated December the 18th and was very much pleased to
hear from you as you and them babies is all the happiness I have in the world and itis a
great pleasure to me to think of you so you can easily imagine how much pleasure it affords
me to hear from especially if it is a letter written by your own hands. This my sweet wife
and angel is my store of pleasure here while others amuse themselves by going to the
brothels or the gambling house and amusing themselves with the detestable creatures that
have profaned the lovely name of woman by their actions and others gamble away the
money that rightfully belongs to their wives and children and thus amuse themselves. Itake
my amusement by sitting at my cabin and musing over the pleasant hours we have spent
in each others companion or the joy | have had listening to the silvery tone of your lovely

voice the tales of them precious babies. to me is the
memories these in these things is a pleasure to a joy to holy to enter
the minds of these that forget their wives and children as soon as they are out of

their sight. But my sweet angel, you shall never be forgotten by me as long as the Lord
spares me my life and grants me the use of my reason. You will see that 1do not say this
in the way of boasting as there is a confidential, Iwill not be seen by any person but
yourself so Ican say what | please without it being laughed at as | know you too well to
have any scruples about you appreciating what I have to say to my charming wife. Pray for
that I may always be able to live in virtue, sweet and flowery so that no one can cast up to
you or our children anything that your husband or their father has done in California that
would be calculated to make their young hearts ache or bring a blush to your sweet cheek. |
will marry my sweet wife, my guarding angel, how I miss you out here. How dull and
lonesome everything is without you. If I had not you, Ishould not want to live, but thank
God for I have you and you are all my own, body and soul. Iclaim itall and Ithank God that
you possess my whole affections and you are my divinity, the of my heart, the
ruler of my every action, my life is yourn , my heart is yourn, my body is yourn while you
live and remain true to me there is nothing that can discourage me. What if Ishould not
make much in this country, what if I haven't much of this world’s goods? While | have your
love, lam richer than Caesar for he never was loved as you love me or at least Ithink so.
For if he was and knew it, Cleopatra with all of her beauty and loveliness could not have
seduced him and caused him to leave the path of virtue as he did. Perhaps he did not love
Hulina as well as 1do you. This Isuppose would make a great difference. But, no more of
this for if I say much more you may get tired of reading it so Iwill proceed with my business
matters. lam not doing as well at present as Icould wish but thank you, Iam doing
meddling and what lam making is now mostly and that is saying something in this country
as there is so much villainy going on here that to be honest is something Itell you. But I
thank you that the evil influences in this country has not altered me in every way so you can
rest content on this account as to my without money that I can’t think of as then we
would be in a worse condition than before I got started. But Ithank you my sweet jewel for
the assurance you gave me that itwas not money, itwas me you loved. But if I should not
succeed after staying three years and I live, lwill come and remain with you and enjoy your
sweet company for the rest of my life. So I must close bidding you adieu for the present
and requesting you to take good care of yourself and our precious little___asking the favor
of you to take care letter. So Iremain your loving husband, John Reardon.
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Rough and Ready
March 11, 1853

My Dearest and Loving Wife,

I avail myself of the present opportunity to inform you that Iam well at present and |
sincerely hope that these few lines may find you children in the same
bearing. As the mail steamerwas on the coast some 800 miles below San
Francisco and another steamer has to go down after the passengers, our mail it has been
delayed so as itwill not reach here until tomorrow then itwould be too late to write so as to
get it off in this mail. But if | receive a letter from you, Iwill write a few lines in
acknowledgment of it but if not I will let this suffice. 1have received 11 letters from you and
one from your brother James. This you well perceive is my 19th and if land you live, you
shall have one every mail. So ifyou cease to love me, Iwill not let you forget me. Don't’
understand me that Ithink you do not love me for Ithink you do with our whole heart. So if
you don’'t you see lam mistaken. lam waiting patiently to hear from you as ldo sincerely
hope it will bring me the intelligence that you have received a draft Isent you in the
25th. If 1do get a letter and 1do not bring that's Iwill send you ___ in
next mail. wife, I believe Itold you that | had bought some interest in some
claims for . I paid $400 down and now think of buying two shares more. lam not
certain that Iwill buy them though Ithink Iwill. The claim Ibought the $60 dollars
last week and lonly worked 5 1/2 days. This was not a as much as it generally pays
as he has only working one so generally work in this takes six hands or three
to each . These pay from $3 to $5 per day. You will perceive that this
$60 was my share after the expenses . We have to pay $5 a day
for each here of matter I suppose you will be curious to know what a sluice is
like just take three boards, nail them together like a trough and you will have one joint of a
sluice. We put fifteen to twenty of them together and as the boards is secured for the
purpose being at one and fitted at the other so as the fit put them together and
then let the other through them, then it will wash the dirt as fast as three men can dig and
shovel itin. lcalculate since you the likeness of our diggers as soon as Ican. This in
connection with this letter will give you a pretty good idea of the process of washing gold as

good as you can have . Ibring you to this yellow lane and 1do not think is doing
that is present. But if Ishould get in that you think you could make up your
mind to leave your to come, please let me know, | have or did receive a letter from

Mr. Long. One from Hollis and one from Father in the 24th of July. Father informed me that
Hollis is coming here and is going to leave his wife with them. Hollis tells me he thinks of
fetching his family along how itis Ican’t say but Isuppose he will fix it to suit themselves.
Mr. Long informs me that if you need anything he will furnish you with it and he said he
would call on you in a few days and acertain whether you did or not if you have not received
that draft. 1know you much need a great many things. He said he had called on you soon
after he had received my letter, but you had moved to your father’'s and he did not see you
but he would go to see you in a few days. Now my sweet wife, it is getting late and | must
bring my letter to a close but I have 100 things more to say, | never get tired of talking to
you my darling wife, my angel and how devoutly Ilove you. My precious jewel my love
for you has always made me arms strong and my heart gay. When Ithink of the purity of
your heart and disinterested love you always manifested towards me, the willingingness
with you submitted to gratify my every whim and the promise you always to make
me comfortable and happy is now a great source of pleasure to me. Ireceive this as my
best gift. Iremain your loving husband. John Reardon









Rough and Ready
March 12, 1853

My Sweet and Loving Wife,

I received your letter of January 15th and one of the 25 of the same month and one from
Amelia and 1am happy to inform you that these brought a great deal of comfort to me as |
was uneasy about you on account of that money and more so on account of your head as
you informed me you have a very severe pain in it. But now itis well. Now lam contented
and lam contented you have received the money. Also this will relieve your
circumstances. With regard to the one day you got that check changer, 1am satisfied with
your way of doing business as to leaving your father’s, Iwould rather you remain there until |
come home and your father and Iwill not about our business. You must excuse
this short note as | have not time to write more mail. Iwill answer yours and

Amelia both, I is for his quick answer and you for your sweet . The lock of
hair is very pretty and | prize it highly. Ireceived a letter from , one from Hollis, one
fromd . All this mail no more present but remain your loving husband, John
Reardon

On verso on this letter: Let the postage cost what it may, Iwish you to write as usual. lwill
stand the cost my health is well at present.
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Rough and Ready
April 2, 1853

My Sweet and Loving Wife,

I received your note yesterday, | had written on the 28th of March but on account of a

heavy flood the stages could not reach here until the 1st. Iwas that you had not
received my letter of the 25th of December before you wrote but I feel satisfied that it
reached you on or about the 15th. As to my going to you can rest content as | have

no notion to going at all, but if  had Iwouldn’t go without your consent. lwill send you a
paper enclosed in which the trial of one man killing another. Please inspect it for the sake of
your loving husband which is yours only until death. Take good care of my boys and my
daughter, Ruth. John Reardon, yours in love.






Rough and Ready
May 1, 1853

My Loving Wife

As there is a mail coming from here to the states every two weeks, |avail myself this
opportunity to let you know that Iam well at this time and do sincerely hope that this may
find you and them precious babies of ours enjoying some blessing. The weather is fine
here at present although last week we have had some rain but it is clear now and itis
thought itwon’t rain anymore this summer and | hope for my own benefit and comfort that
the prophecy is true and rain is very much against me in that that 1 bought.
Last week we drained our claim and think of going to work in it in the morning in the morning if
the Lord is willing. How well it may lay is to be____yet but I think for the present it looks of
things that the prospect is flattering as you will find and say no more. Peter
Hyshill is well, John H Long is here and doing well, the rest of the boys is where the

when lwrote last but remaining your loving husband, John Reardon. May God
keep you and children from all harm.




AL><s @ E ™~V 0*:?L a~ A /<e> ~

thC 6 ACEP N < ANrw aml'" A ACLh t-0
/ilglAy  AX- mACy YA~ HYNY JT?
¢ N-thw NS XN cjD N> C K~

m La  /lg*rh U> AaC~cAn~tN2 A /]
. a W zz -
> N /A * /$pyk 1 y ¢ i~ /Zf <MAN
(eijha X/
Vv | /1)s-i*-
JAASTHOL INju tjesiijf jk-.
i/T >;-Na’l - <
I
1)
Spps  avi*~a NjLaPN&  (LUHLSOdde/?La /- /X7 e<; > 8N>CEYT7 Is-7 P2CXAXA,
£ taViesyd*4-A- L /tfpBAiacAy Uil p—
fAL6LUA< E//LENS~i™, NAY_XANN\ <f
W £é7? d>J8b«j&r én>
yAN* L ty” N /UM cAnNvAy, - 4L’
¢ faoty+<~r $ 2> Jy
/Ii /tcx- /1L~ T /N on [IAA~<yinaAn y— A
& \"Z VAN
/SNMAAN-ANY /Ny Wfi/~X  INijétalnsy T N Vi4
Cv-x,"™ [iKa-<_ y- /,/ PV "y f<i ~CRe “figtdhse o> "
M A yfr~ Py, y
sSM>-\A- jplCGg. ///Lan-i "NiiC*La aLn






]
Hi*rv™ "t

4f%0

P\

a~j \

'Cre e NC

¢fevm,,

S

/m

<t™?/

¢L-

>3,0 KN

od mCJa

0> Ae>/\€|’ <»0a

Vi-~NL



#24
Rough and Ready
May 22, 1852

My Sweet and Much Loved Wife,

As in my last, I had not the time to write you a confidential, lavail myself of this Sabbath as
it is the only leisure time that I have and as you are the wife of my bosom and the only
being that lever loved with my whole heart and who still retains my entire affections, |
thought it best to busy myself by writing to you. Ihave a great many things to say to you
but for fear you thinking it flattery 1will for the present so you can judge for yourself.
But sweet Mary, true love, never to flattery for the heart is to fall if honest devotions
and sentiments to descend to untrue or insincere error. Beside in flattery there's open
deceit and my loving wife | have never said anything to you but was the prompting of an
earnest heart. For ifthe great Lord of the universe permits me to retain my senses Inever
will, so if at anytime you think me insincere or using flattery, please forgive it on account of
this declaration and believe me my charming wife ever true and faithful to you for as the
metal is to the pole, so is my heart true to you and never for one minute has my mind
wandered from you in pursuit of any other pleasure. My darling wife, though far away, my
thoughts are to thee. Thou art my steady beacon life across life’'s solemn sea thou
the waves that intervene dark the clouds above Iturn to my cheering in
confidence and love. |know not if this heart so fateful would not break. by the
absence it not consoles for thy sake. Iknow not if these weary watching tearful eyes
of mine would not be dim if not for the smile reflected back by thine. Ithink Itreasure of my
heart of all the winning ways | think of thy devoted love above thy husband’s praise of all
that has been to see my happiness and pride since at God’s alter thou did stand serenely

by my side. Ithink I better how small has been thy love returned. A few of the
deeds I have done so dear in praise to earn but as a sailor cast upon a lone tempestuous
sea, repentance turns to heaven in praise turns my soul to thee. Grant him heaven
that 1once more may hear her gentle words and the sweet voice my

little . And then if sorrow comes ill the harm that you'll the and from
afflictions deep exclaim they will be for this little rhyme my sweet wife.

My loving wife since Ilast wrote I have not anything more than boarding and have

at considerable expense as the rain has in the last two months filled my drain three times
while it cost me about $300 to clean it out. But Ithink the rain is clear now but Ithought after
every shower but it is getting so late in the season Ithink itcan’t rain much more at I
think. Loving Mary, itis now over one long year since |last saw you, one year since last |

kissed them lips of yours. Oh, my sweet girl how long the time has been as
long as lam a that Iwill hardly stand it. But for your sake and the sake of the children,
Iwill try. Iwill keep this letter till the mail comes in that if it comes in time for me to send

this out on the first of the month and Iwill send a letter with this. Give my love to my boys
and to Ruth my darling girl so lovely as she is coy. Could lonce more behold her

how great would be my joy. And my Mary Ann, our youngest child whose smile we
haven't seen but take my . My loving wife, llove her all the same. ldon'twish
to complain for I know you will gratify me as soon as Ican, but lam waiting still for that
likeness. Give my respects to the friends, especially to your mother and Martha Hyskill.
His son is well, John H. Long is well, the rest of the Clarin boys is well as far as | know.
Cable has two of his brothers come out over here, they look very much like him. Still
continue to write as frequent as you please. No more at present but remain you
affectionate husband until death. John Reardon
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#25

Rough and Ready
June 3, 1853

My Sweet and Loving Wife,

lavail myself of this opportunity to address you a few lines to let you know that lam well at
present and hope in God that this may find you and children enjoying the same blessing.
Since | last wrote there has been of little interest taking place here. So, Ishall have but
have but little of importance to write and as itis night, Ishall make this short. Please don't
expose it to any person as it concerns anybody but ourselves and Ishould not have
at present but for sending you a draft of $100 on Adams and Company. For |

you must in need of some money, please excuse me for not sending you
more and Iwill try to make the time shorter between this and the next but as you are aware
that I have at considerable expense lately that Isend it as soon as Ican. Be careful of
your money for itis what might happen me and if anything should befall me so as
to lay me up for a while you might suffer in the bare that would kill me for your
enjoyment is my life. If either of us must want for heaven sake, let it be me. Now | know
my sweet wife that you will find full with this last remark, for true to your loving nature, you
would say it either of us has to want for anything let it be myself. But Mary, my darling girl,
your happiness is my very existence. My soul is with you. Anytime you should think for a
moment that | have slight you, bear in mind that it is not my fault for lwould as soon as
loose my good right hand as to your feelings. But enough of this for the present
as | have not time to say more. I’'m doing meddling well at present as | have my claim
secure from as | have the pleasure to see on Sabbath evening last as we have a
very heavy rain though it don’t damage it injured almost every person in the
ravine since itwill cost $500 to get in repair again. Some of these fellows laugh at me for
going through so much expense to prevent being over when it as the rain has quit
raining this summer and forever and for what they know, now they say that lam a prophet.
The weather is very pleasant here now and Ithink our dry season has fairly commenced.
The miners is very busy here both in the ravines and dry diggers in the creek and rivers.
There is so much water but the claim holders is busy either ditching or repairing
lumber for plumes so as to be able to commence working as soon as the stream gets
down low enough for them. You may tell Burton that I am very thankful to him for that letter
he sent me, though it was badly written. Ithink Icould understand him pretty well as it must
have been his young innocent heart beaming forth in love to me, he can't love me any
better than 1do him. This much you know and I love the rest as well as him. All my
children is the same to me but their mother is so much more love as you can think. Dream
boys is all well as far as I know. I mustclose up, I hear the boys hollering for me to come to

You must perceive that | did not not finish this last night and it is noon now. So far, well for
the present. Iremain your affectionate husband until death. John Reardon.

Give my respects to the friends and my love to my babies.
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#33

Rough and Ready
September 19 1853

My Sweet and Adoring Wife,

Your letters number 27 and 28 having dates of July 17th and 20th was not received until
yesterday on account of my absence from this place but lwas much rejoiced to hear that
you was all well and in pretty good spirits. This is always good news for me. lam also very
glad that you had received that money for | knew you must need it. By the time as a $100
don’t go far in as larger as ours and lwas very afraid that you would need it before you got it
and was afraid of hurting my feelings by letting me know. Now my sweet girl as you speak
of my coming home, this fall, this Ifear Ican’'tdo. For as much as I may love to be at home
and as much as Ilove you and my children, Ishall think in duty to you and them Ishould
make one great effort to make you comfortable at least all as well as myself has good
health. So, Ithink I had better stay here. | this winter and then be governed by

for Mary dear, itis a long journey to come here for nothing. Though my sweet dear |
find on fault in you for persuading me to come home for I know you must feel lonesome
indeed without me. Though my darling wife Ican’t say yet what I may do so well yet this fall
that Ican come home this winter. But Mary dear make no calculations on it for fear of being
disappointed, for Iwill still let you know how Iam getting along and if it is possible to come
home this fall Iwill certainly do it. But if not, please don't feel disappointed. My claims on
Seotshemans Creek is better than Ithought and could as that have Ithink about
$12 per day. Every since llost and last Saturday, we took as high as $100 out of the
pan of dirt. But, Idon’t think that it will continue as good as that but Iwill let you know in my
next. lam invery good health at present and weigh just 200 pounds and lam in good
spirits and Isincerely hope this may find yourself and the children enjoying the same
blessing. John H. Long is well and doing well, your uncle Peter left here as Isaid before

river. lreceived a letter from him some time ago. He is in Canyon Creek about 56
miles from Chasta, Isuppose about 200 miles from here. Iforwarded his letters to him, he
was well when he wrote though he said he had done nothing as yet but thought he would
as soon as the the winter came. lexpect to hear from him again soon. Now my loving wife
as you speak of your tooth, you know lalways said as soon as you lost that, lwould leave
you but as | left you before itwas lost. Itwill not keep me from coming back for these is my

feelings on the subject. Though they voice many its sweetness in
brightness to sleep, Mary and they have it's
still to me. Thou be dearer than all this can own. | have loved thee for

thy beauty but not for that alone. 1have watched thy heart dear Mary and it's goodness
was the light that made thee mine forever. Sweet Mary, thou art mine this my charming wife
is my sentiment so you can judge of my feelings when from the woman Ilove so
well but Mary dear, Ifeel that my love is returned. For Ibelieve that you love me as
warmly and as devotedly as 1do you. This is why lam for to know that one is loved
is . But, to be loved by those we love is happiness indeed. Enclosed within this a
good half and quarter for my sake. lam very thankful that the things Isend has
reached you. As far as I know, but there is several things on the road, one gold dollar, one
quarter, two
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