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Deposition of

taken before 0. SIMS, United States Commissioner for the District of California, at the United

States Court House, in the City of Los Angeles, on , the ~/~day of
A.D. 185 > , at/ oklock ~ M., on said day, on behalf of the ~ A A
by the
to be used as testimony in a certain cause now pending in the G0
being Case No. = on the Docket of
said Court, wherein are appellants, and
are appellees.
Present Attorney in behalf of the appellants
and in behalf of appellees.
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nr
JE € *Q  of the City and County of Los Angeles, and State of Cali-

fornia, Commissioner to take Affidavits and Bail, in civil case pending in the Courts of the United
States, and Depositions under the Aets of Congress, approved September 24th, A. D. 1789, Feb-

ruary 20th, A, D. 1812, and March 1st, A. D. 1812, by virtue of my office of Clerk of the United
States Court of the Southern District of California™ and by special appointment by the United

States Circuit Court far the State and circuit of California, do hereby certify that the foreran*

.y /\ o
Depositipns of 4 VeStdken befofe me
on the <4/ <%y of D, 185~ , according-to the

of the said

"x n t ' at te United States District Court House, in the City
of Los Angeles, and State of California, in behalf of the |
That the said n

was by me daily sworn
accoru-.ng to lawM a Witness in said cause in the caption of this Deposition mentioned, and after

hemg so sworn, ljis Testimony Vte by me reduced to writing in his presence, and after having
been by me careMy read to him, and by him corrected in every particular as he desired, was by
him signed in my presence. U '
In witness whereof, I hereunto set my hand and private Seal, (having
no Seal of Office,) this £/ day Of ?A.D. 185

United States Commtssioner.



In ited States District Cotirt for the
Southern District of California.

Deposition of §J'M *

‘Filed this y fif
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Deposition of

taken before C. SIMS, United States Commissioner for the District of California, at the United

States Court House, in the City of Los Angeles, on 2the N day of
A. D. 185 > tat// oclock M., on said day, on behalf of the
by the

to be used as testimony in a certain cause now pending in the
Case No.i «3/, on the Docket of

said Court, wherein /yf ¢Zp are appellants, and
/&,CO are appellees.
Present Antnnnnnnpttom eyjin behalf of the appellants

and in ~ehalf of appellees.
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=% of the City and County of Los Angeles,'and State of'Cali-
fornia, Commissioner to take Affidavits and Bail, in civil case pending in the Courts of the United
States, and Depositions under the Aets of Congress, approved Sept”~pjer~fdth~A. D. 1789 Feb-
mry 20th, A. D. 1812, and March 1st, A. D. 1812; by virtue~ffiyoffice of Clerk of the United
states Court of the Southern District of California, and by special appointment by the United
States Circuit Court for the State and circuit™California, do hereby certify that the foregoing

D iti f =
ePOSITIons 0 Vi ro — e was taken Before me

the -f'rftaay of A.D. 185 V according to the
—of the said

at thé United States District Court House, in the City
of Los Angeles; and State 6f California, in behalf of the

That thé said vVLZZZZ7Z7 » .was by*me duly sworn
according to law;as a Witness” said cause in the caption of this Deposition mentioned; and after
being so sworn, his Testimony” by me reduced to writing in his presence, and after haring
been by me careftdly read to him, and by him corrected in every particular as he desired, was by

him signed in my presence.

Q In witness whereof, 1 hereunto set my hand and private Seal, (having
& 1 2D no Seal of Office,) this Y day of ,A.D. 185

United State$ Oominis™io/iér.



United States District Court:for the
Southern District g ftCalifornia.
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ken beiore C. SIMS, United States Commissioner for the Districfof California, at the United
ates Court House, in the City of Los Angeles, on

,the O Anyof
.D.185Y 1 A/ o'clock ML, on said day, on behalf of the
lthe ' ~ S . S"SAA noE
be used as testimony in a certain cause now pending in the
being Case No. 2—$/, on the Docket of
' Court, wherein e X _ - are appellants, and
& r 3 £ ANASH Py ASi1— S ~are-appellees..
~Present Attorney in behalf of the appellants
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of the City and County of Los Angeles, and State of Cali.
fornnyCommissioner to take Affidavits and Bail, in civil case pending in the Courts of the United

States, and Depositions under the Acts of Congress, approved September 24th, A.D. 1789, Feb-
ruary 20th, A. D. 1812, and March 1st, A D. 1812, by virtue of my office of Clerk of the United
States Court of the Southern District of California, and by special appointment by the United

States Circuit Court fortte State and circuitof California, do hereby certify that the foregoinp

Depositions of

onthe £ dayof' S W Sin~, AD. li/V , according to the

. -U- i f / Of~rho fluid- ' /
] *x United States District Court House, in the City
Los Angeles, and State of Capfernia, in behalf of the ~ "
That the said f >*> n ~ A

-------------- was by me duly sworn

according to law as a Witness in said caus”~fe the caption of this Deposition mentioned, and afte:
being so sworn, his Testimony wa] by me reduced to writing in his presence, and after havim

beer by me earefhlly read to him,and by him corrected in every particular as he desired was br

him signed in my presence. * -

In witness whereof | hereunto set my hand and private Seal, (having

A no N N ocei) this day of A D 185
aw

a



United State* district' 'Uo6fcrisfér the
Southern District of California.
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RANCHO Rio de Senta Clara documente
from former Public Survey Office,
Cheyenne, Wyo.
Sent to Regional Chief Cadastral /
Engineer, Carl S. Swanholm, Bureau
of Land Management, San Francisco,
January 1950

I. Certificate of J. R. H&rdenbergh, U.3.Surveyor General for California,
dated 19th day of July 1871» pertaining to attached "true, full and cor-
rect copy of the original diseno, or map of the Rancho "Rio de Santa Clara"
as the same is on file "in his office at the City of San Francisco*"

1l1. Case No* 225. Valentina Cela« et alt

Copy of translation of right to occupy lands of the River of Santa
Clara, given by Juan B. Alvarado ('Governor of the Free and Sovereign State
of Upper California and President of the Most Excellent Deputation erected
into a constituent congress'™)to citizens Valentine Cota, Leandro Gonzalez,
Rafael Gonzalez, Salvador Valenzuela, Jose Maria Valenzuela, Vicente Pico,
Rafael Valdez and Vicente Feliz with their properties and families (subject
to the conditions:

1* That they shall present themselves with this order to the
municipal authority of Santa Barbara, who will designate the
places in vhich they may settle*

2. Said authority will order a map or plan (i*e* diseno) to be
made of the lands designated, and will transmit it to this
Government when ready.)

Note: Order signed Juan B. Alvarado, 22nd May 1837»

(Copy of translation and copy of certificate of same as
signed:
Geo. Fisher, Sec.

Piled in office May 10, 1852.
Note: This document is described as "Translation of Title".

I1l. Map of Santa Barbara, with township lines protracted thereon,
shows the following: (Small - approx. 8¢x10¢ -undated)

1. Rio de Santa Clara

2. Guadalasca

3. Sl Conejo

4. C&lleguas

5. Las Posas

6 Santa Clara del Norte
7 Lomas Barancosas



8. Santa Paula y Saticoy

9% San Miguel

10. Canada de San MIguelito
11. Canada Larga

12. Mission San Buena Ventura

13. Ojai
14« Santa Ana
15. Sespe

16. Cuchilla de Asufre

IV. Printed map representing locality of the Ojai Ranch in Santa Barbara
County belonging to the California Petroleum Company, dated 1865, showing
Rancho acreages.

Within townships from 6 North to 5 South, including all ranges fron
13 W. to 35 W., S.B.M.

Insert on this map shows also Map of the Basin of Ojai, compiled fron
surveys made by G, H. Thompson, U.S. Deputy Surveyor. Map compiled by
J. H. Wildes, Principal Draftsman to U.S. Surveyor Oeneral California, Nov.
1864» Oil springs of the Ojai Basin.

V. Memo taken from field notes, dated Feb. 26, 1869, of Q. R. Bard, for
subdivisions of the Rancho EIl Rio de Santa Clara o La Colonla. On the
reverse side is a memo of retracing survey dated March 3» 1869, of Bishop
Amata*s claim called "Laguna™.

Vl. Plat of the Rancho Rio de Sta Clara made from the field notes of the
Rancho Rio de Sta Clara, signed by U.S. Surveyor Oeneral of California,
Shaman Day, on June 22, 1869* Copy of the Diseno del Rio de Santa Clara
is drawn on same sheet with the following signed notations

No. 225
Valentin Cota et al
Rio de Santa Clara
Title Papers
Filed in office Dec. 29, 1852.
(Signed) Geo. Fisher, Sec.

Notes The following scarcely discernible penciled notations appear on
the paper covers
Rodriguess
C. Priest « translator

"Sousul" or Willow Qrove (Saucedal)

6 water ponds from wharf to
mouth S. Clara river



¥1X. Plat of the lands of Ex-Mission San Buenaventura finally confirmed
to Maria A. Rodriguez Be Poll.

Surveyed in accordance with the Final Decree of the U.8. District
Court, dated October 13th, 1864, and located from records in the office of
the U.S. Surveyor General and by Geo. H* Thompson, Deputy Surveyor, as
follows $

Tract No. 1 (A) containing 49975-30/100 Acres

2 (1 » 83350-05/100 «
3(0C) « 11544-00/100 »
Total - 144870-24/100 «

Scale 120 chains to 1 inch
Variation - 14°5% and 15°30»K

References

Lines colored red show the Boundaries of Ex Mission as testified
to by old residents and officials.:

D. Rancho El Rincon Finally confirmed to Teodoro Arellanes
1. Santa Ana n it t Ayala et al
F. Canada de San Miguelito H ¥ it Juan F. de Rodrigues
G. Canada Larga - t i Joaquin Alvarado
n. San Miguel ’ n T Raymundo Olivas It
) Felipe Lorenzana
I. Santa Paula y Saticoy LS & « John P. Davidson
J. Santa Clara del Norte it i s Juan Sanchez
k. Las Posas ;: L N Jose de la Guerra y Noriega

L. Callegué&s it Gabriel Suarez (?)

M. Guadalasca it F it Isabel Torba
a. Three lots N K t J.S.Allemany, Bishop
b. One lot n L L Fernanda Tlco

v . Location of Rancho Sespe in accordance with decree and assent of grantees
o . Location of Rancho Ojal in accordance with Specific Decree of District
Court.

Approval

The field notes of the surveys of the above tracts, having been
examined and found correct, are hereby approved.

U. 3. Surveyor Generali Office
San Francisco, California
February 21st 1865*
L. Upson
U.3. Surveyor General California



Vili. Unsigned memo dated October 6* 1871, from Santa Barbara, referring
to Antonio Rodrigues - age sixty three, formerly part owner of the Conejo
Ranch, one of the assisting witnesses accompanying the party who gave
judicial possession of the Rio de Santa Clara, in which the boundaries
between Ranch Rio de Santa Clara and those of the Guadalasca are described

and the position of the Conejo road as it had been for the previous fifty
years:

The NS bdy. of Sta. Clara Ranch was on the HE part of the hill
in medio not entirely oyer it but on eastern slope where there
are 2 barrancas and an elder bush.

The Punta Las Positas * on left of Conejo road going towards

the hill In medio and has not been known as lomita da in medio,
etc.

The southern point of the K. bdy. of Santa Clara Ranch was

about 2| leagues below the Point Huenema and about 2 and a-half
leagues above Point Kaco.

IX. Penned notations re: Diseno of Guadalasca Grant:

May 6, 1836 - ""The plain and the Laguna marked on the map being
excluded in conformity with the opinion of Rev. Father Area (?)

"4th The land granted in donation is that contained between the
plain and the Punta de Mejia as marked on the map.1

April 6th, 1847 - Grant extended so as to include 'the land from

the Cerrito of the Laguna to that of Guadalasca which was formerly
granted her within the boundaries marked on the map."

"Punta de Mejia"
Laguna Plano

X. Exhibits 1, 2, 3 in U.3.District Court, in and for the Southern
District of California:

Valentina Cota, et als, Appellants ) Mo. 231

VS. ) Transcript
The U. 3. Appellees ) Mo. 225
Hon. lIsaac 3. k. Ogier, Judge June Term 1857

Exhibit No. 1 — Reverses decision of Board of Commissloners and
confirms title to appellants.

Decree of confirmation filed 4th June 1857. Recorded on p. 243
per A. 3. Taylor, Deputy Clerk.



Exhibit No» 2 — Letter to Justice of Peace of Santa Barbara,
Sept. 23, 1840, signed by Rafael Gonzales, requesting Valentina Cota,
et ala be given possession of the place which they are occupying.

Antonio Olivers (first Justice of the Peace Santa Barbara) en-
dorsement that parties be ready to receive possession on Sept* 30, 1840.

Antonio Olivers»s and assisting witnesses, Jose Lemos; 0. Donojue,
Antonio Rodriguez, statement of survey made Sept. 28, 1840 (in compliance
with Juan B. Alvarado*s order of May 22, 1857).

Antonio Olivers!» certificate.

George Flsher*s certificate that foregoing is true and correct
translation from the original on file in Surveyor General®s office in
case Bo. 225, Valentina Cota et al.

Indorsement of George Pisher that translation of Judicial pos-
session filed (in Surveyor General®s office) May 10, 1852.

Exhibit Ho. 3 - Excerpts from an act entitled, "An act to ascer-
tain and settle the private land claims in the State of California,”
approved March 3, 1851. (Sects. 13, 6 and 7)

Xl. Letter dated June 19, 1871, from Commissioner of the General Land
Office, Willis Drummond, to O. S. Surveyor General, J. R. Hardenbergh;
referring to predecessor”s approved survey (2 July, 1869) of Rancho Rio

de Santa Clara concerning which the Secretary of the Interior reversed

the General Land Office decision of June 15, 1870, that survey was correct
and should go to patent and directed that a reduced survey be siade.

Drummond orders a close examination in connection with decree of court
confirming title and report whether survey is in accordance with the decree;
also Drummond orders that no action be taken in the matter of a resurvey of
said Rancho. a——

XIl. Sketch of the Rancho Rio de Santa Clara - apparently preliminary to
the plat approved June 22, 1869 by U.S. Surveyor General, Sherman Day.

X111, Printed copy (captioned Exhibit Mo. 2) of letter dated June 18, 1869,
from Sherman Day, 0.S. Surveyor General for California, to Joseph 3. Wilson,
Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington, D.C., recommending
that survey of the Rancho Rio de Santa Clara go to patent.

Printed copy (captioned Exhibit 3) of letter dated Dec. 3, 1869,
from Jos. S. Wilson, Commissioner General Land Office, Washington, D.C., to
Sherman Day, U.S. Surveyor General for California, wherein chronological
history of the Rancho Rio de Santa Clara is listed; opposition to patent
by church authorities because of an alleged infringement of the East bound-
ary on Rancho laguna is referred to an disallowed; analysis of the survey
in relation to the calls of the confirmatory Judicial decree; reference to
original survey under Mexican Alcalde Olivers in which Jose Dolores Chapman
claims to have been one of the parties that ran the lines of the Rio de
Santa Clara.

5



Not#! 1. Objtctions txled a yc&r &od a h&lf sftor date expired
fixed by statute for filing objection».

2. This is attributed by counsel to the fact that the
attorney in California was deceived as to the locus
of the rancho by the entry of the case in Hoffman»s
Reports of California land cases, where it is set
down as in Santa Clara County instead of Santa Barbara
County.

Decision that survey of 1869 is in accordance with judicial decree
of confirmation, and that notice for appeal within 30 days be given
claimants.

XXV. Copy of letter dated June 15, 1870, from Secretary of the Interior,
J. D. Cox, resolving whether the decree of confirmation and survey are in
conformity. Cox decides survey is not in conformity and gives his deci-
sion as to how the linee should have been run. He orders a survey con-
formable to his decision.

XV. Copy of letter dated Sept. 9% 1871, from Commissioner of the General
Land Office, Willis Drummond, to J. R. Hardenbergh, U.S. Survey General,
San Francisco, California, informing him that by direction of Secretary

of the Interior, Drummond orders the Surveyor General of Wyoming Territory,
Silas Reed, to conduct the survey of the Rancho Rio de Santa Clara in per-
son. Commissioner Drummond states that he has furnished Reed with:

1. Copies of the plat of survey

2. Decree of confirmation by the U.S._District Court

3* Juridical possession referred to

4. The grant

5* The diseno

6. Opinion of Surveyor General Day, dated June 18, 1869
7* Decision of General Land Office, dated 3 Dec. 1869
8. Decision of Secretary Cox, dated 15 June 1870

XVl. Penciled memo on scrap paper defining "Eatero', and relating the
features shown on the Diseno of the Rancho Rio de Santa Clara.

XVI1l. Crude penciled copy (inked over) of diseno of the Rancho Rio de
Santa Clara, with English terms defining the Spanish place names. The
notation on back says fHuenamen and gives description of artesian wells.

XVI1l. Copy of The Field Notes of Survey of Rancho Rio de Santa Clara,
commenced Sept. 16, 1667, by G. H. Thompson, Deputy Surveyor, under
instructions from L. Upson, U.S. Surveyor General, July 22, 1867.

Note! Penciled notation on front of Field Notes gives the following!

210.68 chs. to one league - 632.24 chs. from Station 38 (witness
post R.C.22) to a point on line 24 - 5.33 lks. dist. from R.C.24.

6
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United States of America,l1
itiiont district of Glifomia J
T0 Tlie FrOsi<aOixto f .tlae TX30.it0€& States,

— 2-3JLSD

PAQE.
Greeting :
which is herewith served upon you, has been filed
against it Court of the United States, in and for the Southern
District of California, on the day of
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-~ ~ 2™ at the City and County cf
Los Angeles, in said District, by A3 A
//lc'aLZr RCZ, INPAANADC C
22yyzZ. cFr 21~ T iz&
y/%zZ2z2T " &/ N,
j> certi
yy”
e SWH-Z—
M g

| 1&nd that you, and-each ofiyou,-are required to appear at said Court, in said City, within ten days
# after the service hereof, if served on you Within the County of Los Angeles, and within twenty
Jf days if served on you in the County of San Diego or San Bernardino, and within forty days if
iJF served on you in any other County of said State, exclusive of the day of service, and answer said
petition, or that fy di-r *m.np..tort"rrimrt vmp nnjl ii h lif"yillly mil
of the said pctitinurr Trill hn printed, with rontr "yyzZf

x = 111 1381 ji, _
In witness whereof, | have hereunto set MYy hand, and affixed

the Seal of the said Court, this yZ/'Z * day
of Up the year of our Lord one thousand

eight hundred and fifty- Los Angeles aforesaid.



I served this sttnmons along with the proper copy of the petition upon

the Southern District of California or

\dlaf
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ss.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

G ¢deédifobafvg luaaen < ~pout/
Q*uiéea, Jo>P

' 2 ¢ U

PAEENITITI Greeting:
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Cleric ofthe Supreme Court ofthe United States.



