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fHstfirt Court in ami for the jjJiiatrift of California.
To the H on. O gden H OFFMAN,

Judge of said Court:

Now comes. OX̂ kjsJOJ'sA. and presents this
his petition and claim for certain lands situate in Napa County, California, the same being a por- 
tion of that tract of land commonly known as the “ Rancho de Napa,’ ' which petition and claim is 
made by authority of an Act of Congress, approved June 20th, 1884, entitled “ An Act authorizing 
claimants to the Rancho de Napa, in Napa County, California, to prove up their title,” of which 
Act a true copy is hereunto annexed marked Exhibit “ A ,” and made a part of this petition. '

That in accordance with said Act your petitioner respectfully represents:

That on the 21st day of September, A. D. 1838, Juan B. Alvarado, then Political Chief of Up­
per California, granted to one Salvador Vallejo a tract of land known as “ Napa,” which tract of 
land is situate in the County of Napa, State of California, and is the same tract of land named in 
the said Act of Congress as the “ Rancho de Napa.”

That said grant was presented to the Departmental Assembly of Upper California, and was 
by that body duly and legally approved on the 23rd day of September, 1838.

That on the 8th of February, 1844, juridical possession of the lands granted as aforesaid was 
delivered to the said Salvador Vallejo.

That the tract of land thus granted to said Vallejo was never presented as an entirety to the 
Board of Commissioners created by Act of Congress of date March 3rd, 1851, for confirmation, 
although portions of said land were presented to said Board in accordance with the requirements 
of said last named Act, and the portions and parcels thereof thus presented were finally confirmed 
thereunder.

That the exterior boundaries of said Rancho were finally7 surveyed in October, 1858, by C. C. 
Tracey, U. S. Deputy Surveyor, and the survey thereof finally approved by the proper authorities. 
That said Rancho wras by said survey segregated from the public domain, and the boundaries



thereof thus established, conformed to the boundaries of said Rancho as defined in the original title 
of Salvador. Vallejo.

That the boundaries thus established have ever since been recognized by all parties and the 
United States as the true boundaries of said Rancho,

That the boundaries of said Rancho as established by said survey are as follows:

“ Commencing at a large, dead oak standing on the right bank of the Arroyo Napa, established 
by the Mexican authorities at the time of giving juridical possession, as one of the corners of said 
Fwancho, thence (variation 16° E.) S. 22J° W. along the division line between the Rancho de Napa 
and the Rancho E itre Napa, 302.61 chains to the center of Carneros Creek, the center of said 
Creek at said point being the common corner of said Rancho de Napa and the Rancho Entre Napa; 
thence up the center of said Creek, following its meanderings, to a stake marked “ N. No, 3,” in a 
mound of stones, which stake is set where the old trail from Napa to Sonoma crossed said creek at 
the upper crossing; thence N. 14^° E. 427 chains to the S. W. corner of the Caymus Rancho; 
thence N. 14J° E. 140 chains to the center of Napa River; thence down the center of Napa River, 
following its meanderings, to the junction of Napa River and Napa Creek; thence up Napa Creek 
to the place of beginning.

That your petitioner is the claimant and owner of the following described portion of 
said Rancho:
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That said lands are included within the exterior boundaries of said “ Rancho de Napa.”
That your petitioner deraigns title to said land last above described through the original 

Mexican grantee, the said Salvador Yallejo.
That ‘ ‘Exhibit B’J hereto annexed and made a part of this petition, exhibits the deraignment 

of title from said Salvador Yallejo to petitioner.
That the deeds set forth in said deraignment of title are of record in the Recorder’s office, of 

said Napa County, and are sufficient in form and legal effect to, and do vest in the petitioner the 
title of said Yallejo to that portion of said Rancho now in petitioner’s possession.

That neither the claim of petitioner, nor that of his predecessors in title, to that portion of said 
Rancho now in his possession has ever been passed upon by proper authority.

That the claim of the original grantee to said lands was good and valid under the Mexican



laws relating to such cases.
That there is not now, nor has there ever been, any valid adverse claim to said land which 

petitioner claims or any part thereof existing under the pre-emption, homestead or other laws of 
the United States.

That there is not now, nor has there ever been any person or persons having or holding any 
portion of said lands under valid claims under the pre-emption, or homestead, or other laws of the 
United States.

That there are no persons entitled to receive releases from this claimant to any portion of said 
land in his possession, as provided by said Act of June 20th, 1884.

That petitioner is in the sole and exclusive possession of the lands to which he seeks for a 
confirmation of his title, and he and his predecessors in title have been in such sole and exclusive 
possession since the year 1844.

Wherefore your petitioner prays for a decree of this Honorable Court, confirming the claim of 
petitioner to the lands herein petitioned for, and for such other general and special relief as may 
be meet in the premises. And your petitioner will ever pray
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An Act authorizing claimants to the Rancho de Napa, in Napa County,
California, to prove up their title.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States o f America in Con­
gress assemlbed, That the claimants to the lands situated in Napa County, California, known as the 
Rancho de Napa, who deraign title through the original Mexican grantee of said Rancho, and 
whose claims or those of their predecessors in title have not been hitherto passed upon by proper 
authority, are hereby permitted and authorized to present their claim to said lands in the District 
Court of the United States, for the district of California, within one year next after the passage of 
this Act, and not afterward, for examination; and upon the hearing of said case if it shall appear to 
said Court that the claim of the original grantee was good and valid under Mexican laws relating to 
such cases, and that the claimants are entitled to have such confirmation, the said Court shall by 
decree confirm said claim: Provided, that no lands shall be confirmed to said claimants to which 
there are any valid claims existing under the pre-emption, homestead, or other laws of the United 
States, at the date of the passage of this Act; nor shall any decree of confirmation affect any valid 
adverse right of any other person or persons, or give to the confirmees, or any of them, any claim 
upon the United States for compensation for any land such confirmees may loose by pre-emption, 
homestead, or other claims or rights as aforesaid: Provided further, that said claimants before 
filing their claim shall execute releases to any person who may have or hold any portion of said 
lands under valid claims under the pre-emption, homestead, or other laws of the United States, at 
the date of the passage of this Act to the portions of said lands so held respectively; and before 
rendering a decree of confirmation the said Court shall ascertain that said releases have been 
duly executed.

Section 2. That the United States and any party in interest are hereby granted the right of 
appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States, within six months next after any decree shall be 
entered, in the manner allowed in other cases of appeal; and the said Court in the examination of 
the claims presented by any person under this Act shall be governed, so far as applicable, by the 
provisions of the Act passed March 3rd, A. D. 1851, entitled liAn Act to ascertain and settle 
private land-claims in the State of California.”

Section 3. That the United States Surveyor General for California is hereby directed, upon 
the filing in his office by said claimants of a certified copy of a final decree of confirmition under 
the provisions of this Act, to cause said claim to be surveyed as other claims of like niture are now 
surveyed under existing laws and, upon the approval of said survey, by the proper authority a 
patent shall issue to said claimants in the usual form.

Approved June 20th, 1881.
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United p ta te g

DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA.
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S. G. HILBORN,
U N IT E D  S T A T E S  A T T O R N E Y

F or the District o f California.

Service of w
ithin......... 

...............and receipt of a copy
thereof adm

itted, this........... .....
day of. 
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