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<Ẑ C? C> ŝ &c>
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Register. Clerk. Receiver.

«fer
^ *  All letters etc., pertaining to the business of the office should be addressed to the “ U. S. Land office, Post Office Box No. 2223.

Be particular to describe the land you write about, by Section or parts of Section, Township and range.
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i c r ~ C ^ o t^ y  OúcsCsOî s^ ¿ ^ ^ x y x y ^ j-x J Z J

I ^ _ y  ¿ ^ js ? !X y t4 s Z z ^

\^0 <^ o l s -í7  '
, .  * ' i
'̂ D ^ L é ^ L S  y ¿ 4 ?  ¿ c < * c e ^ l /

y j  ¿Zl ^ iS  & j ¿ -  ^ ¿ s iJ -7 /  ;

C CsC cstJ Y ¿ t V  £ ¿ L  O ^ u z ó L ^ tX  Ç 7^ < ? £ ^ L & -Æ a S  ~ Y Y o  I 

0 ¿ L ^ ¿ ^  y 6 X ¿ X ^ & ^ ,~  ¿ y / ~ ^ ljL s L g -^ -< r -L £ j ( '  / ~ s z .¿

/y ¿ s T ^ t s  / 9 ^ > 2 ^ > ^ '

y -/ (a > £

<®jC ^ ^ Z jCc-^ ^ x j z  c ¿ J  ((/ ¿ xl^ /  ó l^ C J Z ¿ t  -

’¿ ¿ y / * * ? ? & // ^ á tsj ^ Z.y¿k-X/ o  /¡3 ocSl/ 1¿  I
I Q ^ y O ^ u ^ n ^  ¿ ^  ¿ ^ J b - y  ,

^ y ^ o ~ ~ ^ ij£ y  c / ~ ¿ ^ y _ y r i

I/7 jt^ -¿ r * l^ T , d U y y f  ¿ T L  <z / jlA j 2 ^ J  ¿ L o  ¡

Y ^ X J  / % t y C C Z s iy y ^ g ^ i/ ^  ^ z r i y j 2 S L < ^ ^ ¿ r * L r J

y L y t ^ y

I ¿ Q s < X ¿ z  ¿ ^ L ^ ^ T 7 > -^  ^-» I

I ...............  ............  '¿ Q t ix y o





ó '

__ 430.. NDpagI  . § Â1 WM Mm* —y"1 ■fr-***’'**'

\ / 3 . (S A t^ ir y x S L y z ^ O  * / ¿ 2

I 'Ú ^ jZu  ¿ k ^ o c s J  $ b s Q ^ c ^ (J e ^ z s ^ L ' ¿ A 2 z Z *

I ‘s h z ^ / d r " T ^ t i z z ^

¿ A ^ e A ^ jz jZ y J  C L y y y J ¿ < h < U S ¿ ^ < u C Z ^I *2 - c ^ y i ^ z ^ Y  _ i
f jf c y y t __ / ÿ .

* 6  & ¿ L

f  .  y  * ^ 7  »

\ ' ' ¿ A /  A ^ is A ^  € ! ^ t _
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lÿfî L *X¿4rym*i/r~l4^0my~ L*\s iXX ^  î / - ^ c ^ v c ^ -  (% M n d J Xû 6 r (U jL a ^ r - I f 3 0 ^

^ L j S ^ w i C  / ( o  0 J¿su*ÁxL~rjC-Á^.

X oA t^ A jCAj^lA^Xj  h s > ^  J L \ X i~X o

i^ÙrT ---------¿C ^íL -. < 0 ^ ¿ 3 l Í L c ^ Ó c ¿ C  ¿ T  (XsCCtA*-' < ^ C

l  f  ~  X s j¿ /  (Ve^Q -jLuv j¿~ I  
( s i i ^ f  LA  ( °  f ^ y  L0-0^y

yjcJLp^ax. < c  U c  (X ^yJLA r^  * J ÿ -d L 7

^  'b*Xjtsy* 'C & u ^ é f i^ u J L  £ r  ¿U> '& *  

ü^fíÁjb^ ¡d<XsL*^  I(^JU L*J~-f  ̂ o X X jL - t v  ¿cCL<2_ cry-juuxt

Ía ÍM c  tijLs v X c  rjL¿~  -.
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Se it Itfmemirmfl, that on this...... .............. day of.......J L * ^ r A .  D.  18$&

at m y office in  the United States Court B u ild ing, in  the City o f San Francisco, 

personally appeared before me, :  _ J , ..: 2 , .....

a Commissioner, to take acknowledgments o f B a il and Affidavits, etc., duly ap

pointed by the Circuit Court o f the United States fo r the N in th  Circuit and  

District o f California, a witness on behalf

o f thej{Jdu0L^^ in  the above entitled suit.

And the said Witness, having been by me first cautioned and sworn to testify 

to the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, in  the cause aforesaid, 

did thereupon depose and say as follows, that is to say :

Exam ination  in chief by A A L   g f ,  goffer................. ....._

(Qui$ttOtt :— What is your name, age, occupation and place o f residence ? 

gMSWflr :— M y name is -

is A c  years and upwards ; my occupation is Q 

and my place o f residence d ?

; m y age
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At a stated term of the District Court of the United States of America, for the District of California, held at the Court Room, in the City -pf San Francis cô n  the - / / day of
...A ....pn the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and nŵ,,,

The Honorable OCDEN HOFFMAN, Judge.

- fart If mri' ^  <L,>

(J'TAA&J

.lEfj........:2ISt:iFtiN ........(h i...( jlf ....JL.L^ .................................. .................... ifth&YYUAJ......

............'..... /HlUf........................................................ ........................Aid , \ f t

Ch-hfT-yy>ajCj cM a. ^-cLLiA^c-L^  A U aaT Z J 4tcw Cy tix c iu i d r

...Qn >aL ......... ................................................./m ' i  Iv 7 u-A......0 0 ......¿n-di-\j£jt.......FsiLs-

.......J^2L... ................................... .......................................... JT2?Vy. Schn^h^AriL

. . . . ..&.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . dsfc.tjk<j.. . . .4 .1 .iji.mA.
~fA M ......HAaa^ O J .....P  M b y ......... / x i .......................& dL . :  -

..JD4JdMj&JL.... ...................................................................& '̂ ¡h/Ait___A\t  -A ij ĈnL+i __¡¿miTumiom/

.........   FS4dL(tluh...i.  &t*sW\£ -to' twLj.*i W /t v̂ / '

■.̂ ■¿¿...y...(b(̂ \  ̂ ........c{a n C/S~^.'/j3. ~

idu:



I hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of an original order made and entered in the above entitled action.
Attest my hand and seal of said District Court, this day of ^  18 j?

Clerh.
By v Deputy.
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«

J t k j J  Ç ^ X ^ ia J u l A ^

!  ^ T U r t u r r u  J ì ik jL x A ló i -o -r w n /Z j  a o ' v c (

i j )  i r d  I u L C L r v c t /  t - m / î  c L

( L - a ^ z j t i X / T L A . ' r ì ^  e r m i  (L-cJLojLĵ cr).
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/ /P l^ i <̂9'Ĉ Ôxîdxix-ix̂' «r- ¿Jl *A ^ j<y i^^ O ~ t^ ~  c/Az^. ¿ ^ T T ^ p t^ ^ L je -̂ t ¿t> 

! ¿ rf *J filetsxrf^tslyAç) ¿s'L/i/̂ f ¿t/lx̂t/ / 2xJxyixí̂Uy' ̂ <xt/ / í. *vixi? '̂̂ 'V̂ /2xíx7 TzidxtV̂- ̂ Äixi<)

i f'SxZ& A ' (?~^^7  Cj¿_x 7n̂ /̂xO "y^-̂ e^vn^ / S ' / A fS S A ^S  S i^ i 7z díx»7xt,̂ í̂x>>7̂
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i /ísisl'Y'C<-'¿-<s 0  cxsd) 0-tn*st/(̂  / ^ l̂ CtsY ' CT^ "* 0^ty~f̂ ue^T7

. ¿P/Í¿^1sisf n < ij ¿ ¿ fe , ^Ttr>^i^y S£¿j¿, /  <f e ^ -^ j ir¿n^O?=¿ /c  /¿ 2 Ç

^ -* -4 -* -^ , (¿C*Y d  €2ZsV - Á $ /iy íO í^ t 'p - J~/̂ £2Íp  ̂/fiC^Cts# *A-̂ , A-*v^ n^t A/t ¿j2út-rJ, t*tj «3-»--*-t̂
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¿t/?^ /Æ-ĉ  /~ iit^ ¿ ) 7i-v-^i ' j  /y ~ <  d ¿ i0 j) *yyr^ist¿yyy¿>7~¿>¿^7 ¿> /lu -y?

W / X - z ^7 ^¿sldKL c/l^ yÆx/l~CyT^y _  dsjsiyf) f-y-z-d >-*-*, /̂ u<~- j  6/~Cc h^ c . ¿r c yí̂ y^

írj '- i '°^ J  1 x ^ 0  iß  J á Z  (7 c*0 d  cyCt? y _  ^P t̂z0 )

j£j£Jí;*x^L/% t/?,£¿ ). f . C y 7 v Z 0  i ¿rr\4^ Cnf" l'ìzirù   ̂ ¿Ld~z^r¿*/Cy

* i-^y' ¿ y d  /  # Y  C /fi-̂ istyi) ̂  ^,¿-¿,1. j  d t ^ d ^ ^ z t /0  ¿x. ^  :

—&  0  ¿ -ís í.ffluM.y  /l^ d {ri~ c .^ p vc0 % y^  / í c e  ß ß /ít^c, ß j i  /fc^*

i*////i f i  il C ^ - (y&Y~¿íc/LAJ T S /d ü i ¿cyi~**~*^^rTrvyr%S y¿ZirT^^cZyS¿isiís-(>drze) j

l ¿ > 1y  / r  i.1 Q ^ ¿ / ó C t/ Í̂ O  o  / / l C  / lfC l_ , d  * < -/ * )/ ~ / í̂ .* i-+ <  c / -4  /-»^ / ít ^ ^ d t j—

r íc ^ ic + ^ o  ¿ r^  ¿ ¿ a  ß  ¿^izyL^íy //C e  O c^t~d *y ^ ' •

¿ ^ 3 ^ 4 / 0  ¿ y )& ^ L z S y c £ ^ \ / y  C z ^ y c tü i-f.t~ y y 2  / % ~ f\ .* t^  ^ -y ^ c ^  iz ¿ f Z  / / C e  r t + < -<  <

»y ^ O  j  ¿ -u -v -t -ty  C 4 / C c ts ts trC ¿ y J á  3 u ' 1<~ f~ ß ~ ĉ  ‘-* * 'L  \ y ííy  l /“ y ß  / ¿ ~ d ^
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s ty f ¿JcryY“ ¿tp^^éjfa yd cC flC A sx ) ? y í^$ ÍW  ¿xs-tyxe/A-rx^r*. c^ £ / 47 ¿C cs£x +Cj „ ¿Ist-Sà

/S  /¿ C i

rs**,csfi/ ‘ÏX u .^  -Ci

/Æ z y ' .h p isxg j ÿ n —^ /L ty t ^  ¿ / L~<^ £ *r ,

'y 'j^ Ÿ ^ r y v t /^ y  caa A  » t  A  A r  f le / - C v ^ jT ^ -d o , — ¿  Cs¿C*L̂ Ĉ JLS£
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^ ^4/ 1/iít^tXt^^ --  Jî T~ /'P t^ l// £-*̂ Hs\JzP /l^ ly  ^<J»^H/t/̂ '
^  ^  PfüPic& b

&*** ^ < t O  c^ l<í  ̂ *í vyÿ»<^ ^

C ^ u *^  ^  PO**. ~
“/  .  .¿ /

_ /x7 C tS i/i, t-

Ih oyoyu ./ i/'*-y t~ 'i-'Z  £̂ vt^ ) i*yt+J<jCj

W
/¿O*, a **■.

^A ?
*̂ d / ]  ^4<*^o

'^ rîrt/ A*OCy(¿>o  j  6u-y*~&4. /L t*j/ *¿t<) Lc^yf'í^. /uA^ i

>««/ /»-«̂  ¿4»>í/  o»i/ y^t/ j  ^

Aí-í^'C ^|_ ĈkM<2¿/ /  ¿L r̂— pC oi aÓ  y ií¿*-<̂ 1/>l̂ ^1̂J " X ^ '

Ü~2o p ~. 'yy iyyiytâ x^  ¿ /o ^ o \ -C . />t. o <^* D ,  A -o *^  —* —

/fy l/p 2 /L *Y ~  C Á stX < !¿ ? -o *lJ ) cA p /o P  ¿ «u o  1 ¿Z Z 4 j /lC £ >  p -̂ T -O A ^ f 0 o ty r x ^ p / ',

,-> Ç Ü i/lC v > o  CjtPToCtdsO f ^ M t< / " CrroiO J -/y

J ~*̂ — ^  m ^ L y

■*%) (̂̂ L~*r L v*̂  A-/ ^ t ^ c í X . ä > kl* /  y *t< »4 ^  jfl £*.'*/£ /ut^ /k
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JWuL fc) ^wfov\iAA/\r í*~ CAW ¿w Ĉ t̂ tyVL̂  udu,I t x w  ^  ^ lL

il^ c  ^ iH r c A v n ^  n̂ Ĉ vxxdé i eÂÂ^ûrru )̂ V\ ITVXí M/U*ndAX++j ¿*vl¿ l U^r o X w v  , ---- -
s^_ íH/wI) ¿v i H 4/| Ü-T̂ VV̂ - ¿v£vvw  jyAJ-ÁMvy Iâx £vt*j ¿0 A v̂v, K W  Cas&l̂  cxPCxaa> ^
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I N  T H E  M A T T E R

S A N T A  B A R B A R A  C O U N T Y ,  C A L I F O R N I A .

PETITION TO CONGRESS

ASKING THE PASSAGE OF AN ACT AUTHORIZING THEM 
TO PRESENT THEIR CLAIM TO THE U. S. DISTRICT 

COURT IN AND FOR THE DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA ;

TOGETHER WITH ACCOMPANYING PAPERS IN SUPPORT 

OF SAID PETITION.

MTTLLAN & HYDE,
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,SMITH & REDINGTOH,

W ASHINGTON, D. C.,

O f Counsel fo r Petitioners.

WASHINGTON:

OFRANCHO
BYC L A I M A N T S ,

JU p. ^OLKINH O RN, ^ R IN T E R ,

1876.
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OFRANCHO LAS CRUCES,
S A N T A  B A R B A R A  C O U N T Y ,  C A L I F O R N I A .

PETITION TO CONGRESS
BYC L A I M A N T S ,

ASKING THE PASSAGE OF AN ACT AUTHORIZING THEM 
TO PRESENT THEIR CLAIM TO THE U. S. DISTRICT 

COURT IN AND FOR THE DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA j

TOGETHER WITH ACCOMPANYING PAPERS IN SUPPORT 

OF SAID PETITION.

MULLEN & HYDE,
,  SAN FRANCISCO, C AL.,SMITH & REDINGTON,

WASHINGTON, D. C.,

O f Counsel fo r  Petitioners,

■ i » t »■ ---------

WASHINGTON:
p. jPOLKINHORN, J’R IN TER j

1876.



PETITION OP CLAIMANTS

%<s t|e Commissioner of % Central Jaaft #ffice.
San F rancisco, California, February 3d, 1876.

H on. S. S. B urdett,
Commissioner of the Gen’l Land Office,

Washington, D . C.

Sir : We have the honor, respectfully, to state, that the 
lands hereinafter described and situate in the County of 
Santa Barbara and State of California, are claimed as 
constituting the private land claim called “  the Rancho 
Las Cruces.”

That the records of your office, and that of the U. S. 
Surveyor General for California, show that this claim 
was, in all respects, valid under the Mexican laws.

That said lands are described as follows, to w it : Those 
situate in the IJ. S. San Francisco Land District SJ of 
S i, sec. 26; S£ o f S|, sec. 27; S. E.£, sec. 33, 17. E.£ o f 
17. E.£, sec 33; S.J o f 17. E.£, sec. 33. A ll o f sections 
34 and 35, in T. 6 17. R. 32,W ., S. B. B. and M and those 
situate in the Los Angeles District as follows, to wit; 
S. W.£ of S. W.£, sec. 2; lots 1 and 2, and S. E.£ o f sec. 
5; K E .± ,  E.J o f S. E.£, 17. W .£ o f S.E.£, and lot 4, ot 
sec. 8 ; lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and Ef- o f 17. E.£, 17. E.£ o f S. E.£, 
sec. 17, and lots 1, 2, 3, o f sec. 20; W £ of 17. W.£, S.E.£ 
o f IS. W.£, S. W.£, and S. W.£ of S. E.£, sec. 11. A ll ot 
sections 3, 4, 9, 10, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22 and 23, in T. 5. 17. 
R., 32 W.S.B.B. and M. That each and every portion of 
said lands so described is free from any conflict or other 
claim of any, kind whatsoever; that the present owners 
o f and claimants to said lands are those who have de- 
raigned title through and from the original Mexican 
grantee o f said Rancho, or from his assignees.

That all of said owners and claimants* have signed a 
petition to the Congress o f the United States, asking to
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be permitted to present to and establish their claim in 
the U. S. District Court, in and for the District o f Cali
fornia, and which petition and the several exhibits there
unto attached and made a part thereof, we do now file 
in your office, and for reasons as follows, to wit:

1st. For the purpose o f laying the foundation for a 
motion to be hereinafter made and referred to.

2d. For the purpose o f better perpetuating valuable 
testimony taken in reference to a claim held in high res
pect by every tribunal, State and Federal, in California; 
and which being entitled to the favorable consideration 
o f Congress is to be presented by copy to that body at 
its present session for such action thereon as equity de
mands.

The undersigned are the attorneys for said owners o f 
said “ Rancho Las Cruces,”  and petitioners before the 
Congress of the United States, and they do therefore 
move you as follows, to wit:

That in view of the statement made and set forth in 
said petition, the original o f which we do now offer to 
file in your office, together with the affidavits and certifi
cates thereunto attached and made a part o f same; and 
in view o f the objects and purposes o f said petitioners 
as set forth in their said petition, and for the further 
purpose o f avoiding any matters o f conflict that might 
hereafter arise in relation to any disposition of any por
tion of any o f said lands, under any existing laws o f the 
United States; that you will, on the receipt o f said peti
tion, cause an order to be issued to the U. S. Surveyor 
General for California, and to the Registers o f the U. S. 
Land Offices for the San Francisco and Los Angeles 
Districts, causing to be suspended from entry or disposi
tion, any portion o f any o f said lands under existing laws 
until the said petitioners can be heard by Congress on 
the merits of» their said petition as herein referred to,



and until the same can be determined by the action o f 
Congress.

The said petition, and the papers thereunto attached, 
speak for themselves, and are entitled to your very high 
consideration, and for reasons among others as follows, 
to w it:

1st. The petitioners (and no one else) are in the ac
tual and bona fide, possession o f all of said lands.

2d. As shown by Charles A . Thompson, searcher o f 
records, in and for Santa Barbara County, no other par
ties appear o f record in said County as claimants to any 
portion of any o f said lands.

3d. The tract claimed has been defined on the ground 
by an actual survey by Wm. H. Norway, IT. S. Deputy, 
and for nine years County Surveyor of Santa Barbara 
County, and a map o f such survey filed with said peti
tion.

4th. The affiant, Vicente Cordero, is the eldest son 
o f the original grantee, and is now in the possession of 
the original Ranch House, place, vine-yards, &c.

5th. The affiant, Capt. James W . Burke (aged 77 
years), is the identical Santiago Burke, who was a mem
ber o f the Ayuntamiento, to whom was referred the 
original petition o f said Mexican Grantee, Miguel Cor
dero, and who is referred to in said title papers.

6th. The affiant, i  rancisco de la Guerra (aged 57 years),' 
was formerly Mayor o f Santa Barbara, and is a man of 
high standing in that community.

7th. The affiant, Capt. Antonio Maria de la Guerra 
(aged 50 years), was formerly member o f the counsel o f 
Santa Barbara and Mayor o f Santa Barbara, and State 
Senator for California.

8th. Affiant, Lewis T. Burton (aged 67 years), and who 
knew the grantee and the lands since 1831, is a man of
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the highest standing in Santa Barbara County, Califor

nia.

9th. Affiant, Gasper Orena (aged 50 years), was form
erly owner o f the Rancho in the vicinity of Las Cruces, 

and o f high standing.

10th. Affiant, Augustine Jansens, for many years the 
assessor of Santa Barbara County, and elected as such 
by the people, and who assessed said lands to said peti
tioners, and to no one else.

11th. f m .  A . Streeter, physician, who came to Cali
fornia in 1843, aged now 67 years, an£ visited quite 
frequently said Rancho, and found all things as stated in 

said affidavit.

13th. Affiant, Miguel F. Burke, who for 30 years has 
known the same, and is a merchant in good standing, 
and living near said “  Rancho Las Cruces.

14th. Affiant, John C. Kays, formerly merchant and 
farmer, who, since 1846, knows the facts as stated.

15th. Affiant, Thomas W . Moore, formerly President 
o f the Board of Supervisors, and o f high standing.

16th. Affiant, Judge Charles Fernald, who was the 
Probate Judge for Santa Barbara County, and as such 
administered upon the estate o f said Mexican Grantee, 
and is a member of the bar of Santa Barbara, and in 
high standing in this State.

17th. Affiant, H. P. Stone is the county and district 
court clerk and recorder o f Santa Barbara county, and 
who states, &c., that said petitioners, since 1850 to date, 
have paid taxes on all of said lands, and no one else has 
paid any taxes thereon.

18th. Quorum of the Board o f Supervisors o f the 
county of Santa Barbara, who testify and recommend
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that favorable action in this matter mav be had by the 
Congress o f the United States.

19th. Certificate ot Judge Francis John Maguire, who 
is now and for 15 years last past, has been the County 
Judge in and for Santa Barbara County, to the effect that all 
the petitioners and affiants herein referred to, are known 
personally to him, and that they all are persons o f good 
repute and high standing, and also his own affidavit as 
to facts within his own personal knowledge relative to 
said u Rancho Las Cruces.”

19Jr. Affiant, James L. Ord, physician (and brother o f 
Gen 1. E. O. C. Ord, U. S. army), who knew said Mexi
can Grantee and his family, the Rancho Las Cruces, from 
1849 to date, and who professionally attended upon the 
family o f said grantee.

20th. The certificates o f the registers o f the U. S. Land 
Offices that the lands are free from all claims o f any kind 
though long since surveyed by the United States.

21st. The certificate o f the United States Surveyor 
General for California attached to full, true and correct 
copies o f the original title papers o f said Rancho, as the 
same are now o f record, having been turned over to the 
American authorities by the Mexican authorities in 
California after the date o f its acquisition.

22d. The affiant, R. C. Hopkins, who for many years 
was the keeper o f the original Spanish Archives now on 
file in the office o f the U. S. Surveyor Genl. for Cal. as 
to the correctness o f the English translation o f the origi
nal Spanish title papers, and that all the signatures 
thereto are genuine, and that the papers are the original 
title papers, and that the same constituted the title papers 
o f a Mexican grant perfect under the Mexican laws, re
lating to lands in California, and that said grant is con
tained in the Jimeno Index o f Spanish and Mexican 
grants, &c., &c.

*
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Therefore, in view o f all the foregoing facts and for 
the reasons specifically set forth at large in said petition, 
we ask that said motion be granted, and that such sus
pension as asked for may continue pending the consid
eration o f this case at the hands of Congress.

In the matter o f the said motion pert aimng to the said 
Rancho Las Cruces, in Santa Barbara County, California, 
we do now transmit you herewith the papers following, 

to w it :
1 Petition signed by owners o f Las Cruces.
2* Certificate o f C. A . Thompson, Searcher o f Records.
3. Certificate of W . H. Norway, U. S. Deputy and

County Surveyor o f Santa Barbara County.
4. Map of a Survey o f said Rancho by said Wm. H.

Norway.
5. Deposition o f Yicente Cordero.

“  Capt. James W . Burke.
tt Francisco de la Guerra.
«  Capt. Antonio Maria de la Guerra.

a Lewis T. Burton.
a Gasper Orena.
a Augustine Jansens.
u Wm. A . Streeter.
a James L . Ord, M. D.
a Miguel F. Burke.
a John C. Kays.
a Capt. Thomas W . Moore.
a Judge Chas. Fernald.

Certificate o f Clerk and Recorder o f Santa Barbara 
County.

u Board o f Supervisors, Santa Barbara.
“  Judge F. J. Maguire, County Judge.
“  H. G. Rolling, Register U. S. Land

Office, San F r ’co.
a Alfred James, Register ü. S. Land

Offip.fi. Los Angeles.

6.
7.
8. 
9.10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20. 
21.
22.
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23. Copies in Spanish o f the original title papers o f said

Rancho.
24. Copies in English, all certified by R. C. Hopkins

Keeper o f Spanish Archives in California.

W e are, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servants, 

M U L L A H  & H YD E , 
Attorneys fo r said Petitioners, and owners 

of said Rancho Las Cruces.
SM ITH  & REDINGTON,

O f Counsel.

D E PA R TM E N T OE THE INTE R IO R , 
General L and Office,

W ashington, D. C., Feb. 21, 1876. 
R egister and Receiver,

San Francisco, Cal.,

Gentlemen : In the matter o f the Rancho “  Las Cru
ces, ”  in Santa Barbara County, California, I  have to 
direct that you will withhold from disposal o f any kind, 
until further orders the following tracts in your land dis
trict, embraced in the said private claim, in view of a 
proposed application to Congress for legislation in behalf 
o f the claimants, and in order to afford time for Con- 
gress to take action thereon, viz : S.2 o f S.2 o f section 26 ; 
S.2 o f S.2 o f section 27; S. E.4 o f section 33 ; N. E.4 o f N  E.4 o f section 33; S.2 o f N. E.4 o f section 33; and sections 
34 and 35, all in Townp. 6 North o f Range 32 West, San 
Bernardino, Meridian.

You will make the proper notes on your books and 
plats to give effect to the foregoing, and acknowledge 
the receipt hereof. *

L. K. L IP P IN C O TT ,
Acting Commissioner.2
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D E PA R TM E N T  OF TH E INTERIO R ,

General L and Office, 
"Washington, D. 0., February 21, 1876.

R egister and Receiver,
Los Angeles, Cal.

Gentlemen : In the matter of the Rancho “  Las Cru
ces, in Santa Barbara County, California, I  have to di
rect that you withhold from disposal of any kind until 
further orders the following tracts in your land dis
trict embraced, in said private claim, in view o f a pro
posed application to Congress for legislation in behalf 
o f the claimants, and in order to aiford time for Con
gress to take action thereon, viz : S. W .4 o f S. W .4 of 
section 2 ; lots 1 and 2 and S. E.4 o f section 5; N. E.4, E2 
of S. E.4; N. W .4 of S. E.4, and lot 4 o f section 8 ; lots 
1 2, 3, 4,' E2 of N. E.4 and N. E.4 of S. E.4 of section 17; 
lots 1, 2 and 3 of section 20, W 2 of N. W.\ S. E.4 of N. 
W .4, S. W .4 and S. W .4 of S. E.4 of section 11; and sec
tions 3, 4, 9, 10,14,15, 16, 21,22 and 23, all in Township 
5 N .o f Range 32 W ., San Bernardino, Meridian.

You  will make the proper notice on your books and 
plats to give effect to the foregoing, and acknowledge 
the receipt thereof.

Very respectfully,
L. K  L IP P IN C O T T ,

Acting Commissioner\
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P E T IT IO N
OPLAND OWNERS IN CALIFORNIA,

IN THE MATTER OF

THE RANCHO “ LAS CRUCES,”
IN

S A N T A  B A R B A R A  C O U N T Y ,  C A L I F O R N I A .

ASKING TO BE ALLOWED TO PRESENT THE CLAIM TO 
SAID RANCHO FOR ADJUDICATION, TO THE UNITED 

STATES DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR THE 
DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA.

To the Honorable
Senate and House of Representatives

in Congress assembled.
The undersigned, your petitioners, respectfully show:

That they are the present owners and holders in com
mon of that certain tract of land, situate in the County of 
Santa Barbara, and State of California, called the Ran
cho Las Cruces, containing two leagues.

That their title thereto is derived from Miguel Cor
dero, to whom was granted the said land in due form by 
the Mexican Government, in the year 1837 ; that the said 
land was duly segregated from the public domain, and 
juridical possession thereof officially delivered to the said 
Miguel Cordero; all which, and the details thereof, are 
particularly set forth in Exhibit A , hereunto apoended, 
and made a part o f this petition,— as also in the title 
papers thereof, duly certified by the IT. S. Surveyor Gen
eral for California as being true copies of the original
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from the Spanish archives, in his custody, and which 
papers are marked as Exhibit B, and made a part o f this 
petition. jf

That the said Miguel Cordero had been in occupancy 
and possession of the same land from a previous time, 
namely, from about the year 1833, up to the time of the 
said grant, when he became the lawful owner from the 
Mexican Government, and received juridical possession, 
as aforesaid, and continued to occupy and possess the 
same, until his death in 1851; that he planted a large 
vineyard and orchard, cultivated a garden and fields; 
enclosed the same with fences, and built a dwelling house 
for himself and his family on said Rancho, in which he 
resided for many years, and in which he d ied : which 
improvements still continue in the occupation and pos
session o f his family; which facts are more particularly 
set forth in depositions hereto annexed, and which form 
part o f this petition.

That the said Miguel Cordero died in the month of 
March, 1851, within a few days after the passage o f the 
act o f March 3, 1851, entitled “  An  act to ascertain and. 
settle Private Land Claims in the State ot California,”  
before information of the passage o f the act was received 
in California, and before the said act went into prac
tical operation.

That he left a widow who could not either read or 
write, and could not speak or understand the English 
language, and nine children, most of whom were mi
nors.

That although the title o f Miguel Cordero to the said 
land was, in point of fact, perfect under the Mexican law, 
yet, because o f the ignorance o f the widow and children 
and their inexperience in business matters, and the con
fused condition in which the estate o f the said Miffuel 
Cordero was left at his death (he having died suddenly ̂



13

430 ME 
302

leaving no will), and because the said widow understand
ing the title o f her deceased husband to be complete and 
perfect under Mexican law as aforesaid, and being unin
formed of any law requiring such lana claim to be pre
sented to an American tribunal for confirmation, no pe
tition was presented by her to the said Board o f Land 
Commissioners; and so also the children o f the said 
Miguel Cordero, resting in confidence on their father’s 
title as complete under the law o f their country from 
which he derived it, and like their mother, never having 
heard ̂ of the necessity -created subsequently by the act of 
Congress, to present their title for adjudication and con
firmation before the U. S. Board of Land Commission
ers, until a long time subsequent to the date limited by 
law for presentation o f such land claims, inadvertently 
failed to present their claim, which facts are more par
ticularly set forth in the annexed depositions.

That a portion o f the heirs o f the said Miguel Cordero, 
including many minor children and their mothers, still 
reside upon, occupy, use and cultivate the said lands of 
the said Rancho and make the same their home ; that 
others o f the said heirs, many years ago, disposed o f in
terests in the said Rancho, which, by either voluntary 
conveyance or decrees o f the Courts o f California, have 
passed to present owners, innocent and bona fide pur
chasers, who, in common with the said Corderos, use and. 
occupy the said lands for the maintenance o f their fami
lies or for purposes of the business in which they are 
engaged.

That the said title to the said lands as thus derived
from the Mexican Government has ever been recognized . ©
and respected by the courts o f the country and state, as 
well as by the people o f this county; and that both state 
and county taxes have been annually and regularly 
assessed on the said lands and paid, from the year 1850
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to the present time, like other taxes upon lands having 
a confirmed or perfect title, as set forth in exhibits 
hereto annexed.

That no claim is set up to any portion o f the said 
lands under any law either of the United States or the 
State of California, or in any manner whatever, other 
than that o f your petitioners; and that there is no con
flict whatsoever with any person for any portion o f the 
said lands, but that the same are now used and occupied 
exclusively by the undersigned, your petitioners, and by 
no other person whomsoever; and no persons have used 
or occupied the said lands since the death o f the said 
Miguel Cordero in 1851, to this day, except those deriving 
their right, title and interest therein from the said 
Miguel Cordero, deceased.

And your petitioners further show :

That the lines of the U. S. Surveys of Public Lands 
• have lately been run over a large part of the said Rancho 

Las Cruces, whereby the title of your petitioners as thus 
derived from the said Miguel Cordero and the Mexican 
Government, is liable to be, and is in great and immediate 
danger by being disturbed by parties who may not 
respect the same; That the said lands rightfully belong
ing to the heirs and successors of the said Miguel Cordero, 
are necessary for the support o f the several families and 
owners residing thereon; and your petitioners represent 
that unless they are allowed to present their title for ex
amination and for confirmation, i f  pronounced valid, the 
said lands will be treated as public lands, whereby great 
injustice will be done to innocent owners o f the said 
Rancho Las Cruces, and embarrassments and suffering 
be caused to the said families thereon.

And your petitioners, though citizens of the United 
States and of the State of California, contributing by their
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said lands and the products thereof, to the revenues and re
sources o f each, being debared from access to and a hearing 
in the courts to establish their title, an consequently hav
ing no protection for their lands of which they and those 
from whom they derive title have been the undisputed 
sole owners and occupants for over forty-two years con
secutively, respectfully come before your honorable body 
for relief, relying upon the perfect validity of their title 
and the strong equity of their case.

And pray, That they may be permitted to present their 
claim before the U. S. District Court for the District o f 
California, and if, upon examination and investigation 
by the said court, it be found that the title of the Ran
cho Las Cruces, as held by the said Miguel Cordero was 
good and valid under the Mexican law, that a decree 
confirming the same may by the said court be made and 
entered, and thereupon the said Rancho may be surveyed 
by theU. S'. Surveyor General for California, and duly 
patented under existing laws/ to Miguel Cordero, and 
his successors in interest.

V IC E N TE  CORDERO.
J U A N  T. CORDERO.
CLOVIS V A L E N Z U E L A ,

for himself and minor children of 
Y sabel Cordero de V alenzuela, his wife, 

Nam ely: R efugia, F elipa, Maria A ntonio, Con
cepcion, M icaela, Gertrudis, Juan and 
Eugenio.

Ja n . 3d, 1876, Witnessed by—
JOHN JANSSENS.

THOM AS B. D IBBLEE, for himself and 
his Partners, A lbert D ibblee and W .W . H ollister.

A . B. W IL L IA M S .
JAS. M. SHORT.
O. D. M ETCALF .
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B. T. DINSMORE, Guardian of—

Sarah, A lbert, B radley T., F anny E., 
Thomas, I rvin W. Minor heirs of A ugus
tus I. Dinsmore, deceased.

J a n . 3d, 1876, Witnessed by—
JOHN JANSSENS.

E M IL Y  E. DINSMORE, W idow and—  
administratrix o f A ugustus I. Dinsmore, deceased. 

R. GONZALES.

State of California, 1 
County of Santa Barbara, / *

I, Charle A . Thompson, o f the City o f Santa Barbara, 
in the said County and State, searcher o f records, hereby 
certify that I  have examined the title to thejpands known 
as the Rancho Las Cruces, situated in this county, and 
have searched the records in the County Recorder’s 
Office, in the cjty o f Santa Barbara, for all claims o f title 
to the said lands; and I  find that, as appears by the said 
records, the legal title to the said lands, in undivided 
ownership, is now vested solely in the following persons, 
the names of all o f whom are subscribed to the foregoing 
petition:

1. V IC E N TE  CORDERO.
2. J U A N  J. CORDERO.
3. Heirs o f Y S A B E L  CORDERO V A 

LE NZU E LA, deceased, namely: 
Clovis V alenzuela, her husband, 
Refugia, F elipa, Maria A ntonio, Con
cepción, 'G ertrudis, Juan, Eugenio 
and M icaela, her children (all minors).

4. A . B. W IL L IA M S .
5. THOMAS B. D IBBLEE, A LB E R T  

DIBBLEE, and W. W . H O LLISTER.
6. R AM O N  GONZALES.
7. J. M. SHORT.
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8. O. D. M ETCALF.
9. Heirs of A ugustus J. D insmore, dec’d, 

namely: Em ilyT .Dinsmore, his widow; Sarah,
A lrert, Bradley T., Fanny E., T homas 
and Irvin W ., his children (all minors.)

And I  further certify, that I  do not find o f record any 
other claim to title or ownership o f the said lands, or 
any part thereof.

C. A. THOMPSON.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 19th day of 
January, A . D. 1876.

A . S. COOPER,
[notary’s seal.] Notary Public.

State of California, )7 r SSCounty of Santa Barbara, j *

I, William H. Norway, now and for nine years the 
County Survey of Santa Barbara County, do hereby cer
tify that I  am well and familiarly acquainted with every 
part of the Rancho Las Cruces in the said county, and 
with all the adjoining lands, having at times spent several 
days in going over the said Rancho and adjoining lands 
engaged in surveying— on one occasion as deputy U. S. 
Surveyor running the lines of the Rancho Najoqui; on 
another occasion the lines o f the Rancho Santa Rosa; 
on another occasion the lines o f the Ranchos San Julian 
and Nuestra Señora del Refugio (more particularly that 
part of the latter called the Gaviota Rancho which ad
joins the southerly end or side o f Las Cruces); and on 
another occasion, by order of the IJ. S. Surveyor Gen
eral for California, surveying as public land a portion of 
Townships 6 North, Range 32 West, San Bernardino 
base and meridian, and subdividing the same; and on still 
another occasion by similar orders o f the said U. S. Sur- 

3
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veyor General, surveying as public land a portion o f 
Townships 5 North, Range 32, West, San Bernardino 
base and meridian, and subdividing the same, the entire 
Rancho Las Cruces falling within the said two Town
ships, and the lines o f the said public survey running 
through the said Las Cruces.

That I  have carefully examined the original diseno in 
the grant o f Las Cruces, and now on tile in the Spanish 
archives in the TJ. S. Surveyor General’s office in San 
Francisco, and have also had with me in the field on 
some of the occasions above referred to, a certified copy 
ot the said diseno, and I  find the same to correspond in 
all important points with the topography, and natural 
and artificial land marks o f the ground o f the said Las 
Cruces Rancho.

That the accompanying map o f the lands claimed for 
the said Las Cruces Rancho is made by me from the 
lines of official •surveys as run, and notes made by me 
upon the ground itself, and that the said map is in all 
respects correct and true.

That I  have carefully calculated the area embraced 
within the lines shown on the said accompanying map 
as true boundaries o f  the said Las Cruces Rancho, ac
cording to the calls of the original grant and diseno, and 
that I  find the total of the actual area within such bounda
ries to be 8,144 T806̂  acres, being less than the two leagues 
stated as the quantity contained in the original grant o f 
the said Rancho Las Cruces.

I  further certify, as to character of the land; that ex. 
cept a few spots varying in extent from 5 acres to 10 
acres each, the lands included within the said boundaries 
consist almost entirely of steep hills and narrow canadas 
and are mostly adapted to grazing but not to cultivation ? 
though the soil is good ; and in part (the east side o f 
the Rancho) of the slope o f the mountain which is ex-
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ceeding rocky, and broken by ravines, the soil of this 
portion being light and producing principally scrub-oak 
and other brush.

¥ M .  H. N O R W A Y ,
County Surveyor.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 19th day o f 
January, A . D., 1876.

j notary’s ) A . S. COOPER,
( seal, j Notary Public.

Deposition of Vicente Cordero.

State op California, 1 
County o f Santa Barbara, j

Vicente Cordero, on first being duly sworn, does on his 
oath depose and say : That he is a citizen of the United 
States, born in the State of California; aged about fifty- 
one years, more or less; is by occupation a farmer, and 
resides with his family upon lands of the Rancho Las 
Cruces in the County o f Santa Barbara and State of 
California.

That his father was named Miguel Cordero, and died 
in the year 1851 at his residence at the Ranch House on 
the said Rancho Las Cruces; that the said Ranch House 
in which his father died was situated within a few feet 
o f the dwelling house o f this deponent and in which he 
(deponent) now resides with his fam ily; that his father, 
Miguel Cordero was born in the State o f California, had 
long served there, as a soldier in the Mexican Army, and 
at the date o f his death was aged near or about seventy 
years. That the said Miguel Cordero, at his death, left 
a widow named Maria Antonio Jimeney Cordero (mother 
o f this deponent) and nine children, issue o f his marriage 
with the said Maria Antonio, most of whom were minors,
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and all o f whom, at the date o f their father’s death, re
sided upon the lands o f the said Rancho Las Cruces.

That this deponent’ s father at the date o f his death 
and for many years, to w it : about eighteen years prior 
thereto, was in the actual occupation and possession of 
the lands of the said Rancho Las Cruces and the whole 
thereof, consisting of about two leagues; and for four
teen years prior to his death the said Miguel Cordero 
was the sole owner of the said Rancho, having been 
granted the same by the Mexican Government in the 
year 1837, in consideration of military services rendered 
by him to his said government and for other reasons.

That as such sole owner he had continuously occupied 
the said Rancho Las Cruces, with his live stock, until 
his decease, when he left on his said Rancho over one- 
thousand head of cattle and a considerable number o f 
horses.

That this deponent’s father, during his possession o f 
such Rancho had two fields thereon under cultivation 
with wheat, barley, &c., and enclosed with fences; also a 
garden near his residence; also a vineyard planted by 
him, deponent’s father, containing about two-thousand 
grape vines; also an orchard of pear, apple, peach and 
other kinds o f fruit trees; and to which this deponent 
afterwards added another orchard of fruit trees, now in 
full bearing, and eight or ten years old.

That the date o f the grant o f title to his father was, 
as aforesaid, in 1837, but he was in the actual occupation 
and possession o f the same lands and had his residence 
thereon about four years prior to the said grant, to w it : 
about the year 1833, and that from the said last men
tioned date to the date of his death in 1851, he con
tinued in the occupation and possession of all the lands 
o f the said Rancho.
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This deponent further states that he, the deponent, 

was present on the ground at the date when his father, 
Miguel Cordero, was officially put into the judicial pos
session of the said Rancho Las Cruces, in due form and 
by the custom of the laws then in force, by the first A l
calde o f Santa Barbara, Nicholas A . Den, now deceased; 
that he well remembers the said Alcalde, and the occa
sion of his presence at the Rancho, and what took place 
at such juridical possession, the ceremony being one of 
much moment and importance in the quietude and mo
notony of the family life at that time; that the bounda
ries o f the said Rancho Las Cruces, as claimed and held 
and occupied by the deponent’s father, and according to 
which the said juridical possession was given him as 
aforesaid by the said Alcalde, are as follows: On the 
North by the lands o f the Ranchos Santa Rosa and Na- 
jog in ; on the Northeast and East by the Cuchilla or 
ridge o f the Najogui, and the brushy sierrras or moun
tains ; on the South by lands o f the Rancho La Gaviota 
(which is part of the Rancho Nuestra Señora del Refu
gio), and on the west by lands o f the Rancho San Julian, 
and that during the lifetime of his father, no person 
whomsoever ever disturbed or disputed the said bounda
ries o f the said Rancho Las Crpces as above described, 
and no person except his father ever occupied, or at
tempted to occupy, or claimed any right to occupy any 
part o f the said lands within the said boundaries.

That the deponent’s father could not either write or 
read ; that he died suddenly after less than twenty-four 
hour’s illness, and left no w ill; that from and after the 
date of his death, his widow, the mother of this deponent 
and of the other children aforesaid, continued to reside 
with the said children at the same Ranch House where 
their father had died, and the said widow and children 
continued in the actual occupation and possession of all
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the lands o f the said Rancho Las Cruces, and in the 
same manner as these had been occupied by the depon
ents father prior to his death, and also in possession 
o f the above mentioned live stock and property left by 
him ; that the personal property, after the death of the 
said Miguel Cordero, was divided between his widow 
and his said nine children,— the said live stock, except 
such part as was sold for payment o f debts, taxes and 
expenses, remaining on the said Rancho, and in the same 
manner as it had continued during the lifetime of the 
said Miguel Cordero.

That the mother of this deponent never again married, 
and after surviving her said husband about six years, 
died in or about the year 1857, and in the same house 
on the said Rancho Las Cruces in which her said 
husband died.

That the deponent’s mother also could not either write 
or read, and left no w il l ; that after her death the chil
dren divided the personal property but left the said 
lands o f Las Cruces undivided and held in common 
among themselves, each one of the children keeping 
thereon what live stock he or she owned, pasturing it 
promiscuously with that of the other children and own
ers on all parts of the said Rancho Las Cruces up to the 
boundaries thereof above described.

That most o f the said nine children of the said Miguel 
Cordero were born in the said Ranch House on the said 
Rancho Los Cruces (though this deponent wTas not born 
there, but was aged about eight or ten years when he 
first came to the said Rancho and when his father first 
entered into the possession thereof).

This deponent, further states that of his father’s chil
dren, six sons are now living, namely: this deponent 
Vicente, Juan, Jose Antonio, Jesus Antonio, Jose Je
sus, and Salvador,* and that two sons and the only daugh-



23

ter are deceased; o f which deceased, one (Gregorio) left 
a widow and children now living, and the daughter o f 
the said Miguel Cordero (Ysabel, who died in October, 
1874,) left her husband, Clovis Valenzuela and eight 
children, all minors still, and who with their father, the 
said Clovis, still own and hold the interest or share o f 
said Ysabel in the said Rancho Las Cruces, together 
with their home thereon; and that the names of the 
children o f deponent’s deceased sister are as follows : 
Refugia, Juan, Felipa, Maria Antonio, Eugenio, Con
cepcion, Gertrudis, and Micaela.

That Juan Cordero, owner o f one interest or share, 
(one-ninth part) in the said Rancho, and o f his separate 
dwelling house thereon, is, and for a long time has been 
in ill health and unable to work, and has a wife and 
eleVen children, of whom two, namely, Estamislado and 
Francisco Cordero are married, and both reside with 
their families on the said Rancho, the former having a 
wife and two minor children, and the latter a wife and 
three minor children.

That this deponent has a wife and five children, all mi
nors, and all residing with him in his said house on the 
said Rancho.

That other co-owners, successors o f undivided inter
ests o f some o f the children o f the said Miguel Cordero 
deceased, (and deriving title solely through him), reside 
in their separate houses on the said Rancho, and carry on 
their business there.

That such o f the children o f the deponent’s father as 
are now living and are not now on said Rancho, still 
regard the Rancho as their home, and are in the habit o f 
returning thereto as such from time to time each year.

This deponent further states that during all the minority 
o f himself and his brothers and sister, there was no
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school within many miles o f their said home on Las 
Cruces, and none where it was practicable or within 
their circumstances to attend, and that except Jose 
Antonio and himself (who had learned a little before 
coming to the said Rancho), none o f his father’s family 
could either write or read, and no member o f his family 
could speak or understand the English language; that 
there were no newspapers published in English or Spanish 
language in Santa Barbara County until many years 
after his father’s death, or until about the month of May, 
1855; and that neither his father or mother ever knew 
or heard of any American law which made it obligatory 
upon any one to present his title-papers to any American 
tribunal either for examination or confirmatioh; that 
his father and mother and also their children, understood 
that the title of the said Migu el Cordero was complete and 
perfect under the Mexican laws, and had never been ques
tioned or disturbed by any one, and therefore they could 
not understand that anything remained to be done under 
the American laws; and further, that this deponent like
wise had never heard of any law requiring the presen
tation by land claimants o f their title-papers to any 
American tribunal, until long after the expiration o f the 
time limited for such presentation under the laws of the 
United States.

In consequence of all which, as well as because o f his 
father’s sudden death just at or before the time when 
the said act requiring presentation of such land claims 
went into operation; aud because of the unsettled condi
tion of his father’s estate for several years afterwards; 
and because also o f the ignorance and inexperience o f 
his father’s family and the minority of many of his chil
dren, as set forth above, the claim to the said Rancho 
Las Cruces never was presented to the U. S. Board o f 
Land Commissioners.
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This deponent further states that he is residing with 
his wife and family aforesaid at the same place occupied 
by his father on the said Rancho Las Cruces, in a house 
erected by this deponent immediately adjoining the site 
o f the old Rancho House, after the latter had become 
decayed through age, and that he has there resided con
tinuously from the death of his father to this day. That 
this deponent still has possession of the original vine
yard and orchard of his father, and has continuously cul
tivated the same each year, and has planted additional 
lands in vines and» fruit trees, and enclosed these with 
fences, and has enclosed, cultivated and planted other 
portions also of the said lands o f Las Cruces, and erected 
improvements thereon ; and that his cultivation, occupa
tion and possession of the said lands have never been dis
puted or questioned by any person ; and that not only 
this deponent, but the other members of the said Cor
dero family aforesaid, have, since the death of the said 
Miguel Cordero, continued to use, and still do use the 
said lands o f the said Rancho Las Cruces in the business 
o f wool growing, and of breeding, raising and maintain
ing their live stock, consisting of sheep, cattle and horses, 
and have cultivated, and do still cultivate such portions 
o f the said lands as were and as are necessary to yield a 
support to themselves and families; and that they and 
their co-owners, successors in interest o f some o f his 
brother’s undivided portions in the said Rancho, are the 
only persons now in the actual occupation or possession 
o f the lauds o f the said Rancho, and that ho person 
whomsoever, except those deriving their title through 
the said Miguel Cordero by virtue o f the grant to him 
from the Mexican Government, now use, occupy or claim 
the right to occupy any portion of the said lands o f the 
said Rancho Las Cruces.

That all the interests in the said Rancho are still un- 
4
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divided, and that the said lands are held and used in 
common by all the owners thereof, and have been and 
so continued ever since the death o f this deponent’s 
father as aforesaid, in the month of March, 1851, to this 
day.

This deponent further states that he is now poor, and 
that he and his relatives aforesaid, residing on the said 
lands, are entirely dependent upon the products o f their 
manual labor on the said lands and in their said business 
thereon, to support themselves and wives and children, 
and that although possessed as aforesaid o f what is a per
fect title under the Mexican law, none o f the said own
ers have any title recognized by the laws of the United 
States, to any portion of their said lands or their homes 
thereon, aud they are in imminent danger o f being de
prived of their said lands, and of having their business 
destroyed; aud in such case, this deponent’ s family, and 
the wives and families of all those whose homes are on 
the said Rancho would be left without the means of sup
port, thereby causing great hardship to himself and to 
all those owning the undivided interests as aforesaid in 
the said Rancho Las Cruces.

V IC E N TE  CORDERO.

Signed by the deponent, and by him sworn to before me 
this 4thday of January, 1876, after the above had been 
carefully and fully read to him by me in Spanish, and 
the contents fully and correctly made known and ex
plained to him by me.

U. Y U D A R T ,
[notary seal.] Notary Public.

Deposition of Captain Burke.
State of California, ) ss 

County of Santa Barbara, j

Captain James W ; Burke o f the said county, aged 77



years, formerly Master o f the Merchant Ship “  Joseph 
Porter ”  of Liverpool, England, being duly sworn, de
poses and says:

That he first came to California in the year 1820; that 
after leaving and returning in the year 1824, he remain
ed and settled in California; and in the year 1828 he be
came a resident o f the town o f Santa Barbara, and his 
family has ever since been residents of what is now San
ta Barbara County.

That this deponent became a member of the Ayunta- 
miento o f Santa Barbara, under the Mexican Govern
ment, and held that ofiS.ce in the year 1837; that his first 
name, James, being in the Spanish language “ Santia
go,”  he was called and known as Santiago Burke by the 
inhabitants of California, and is the same person so men
tioned in the official proceedings in the matter of grant
ing title by the government in the said year, 1837, to 
Miguel Cordero for the Rancho Las Cruces, in Santa 
Barbara.

That previous to the last mentioned date, this depon
ent had known the said Miguel Cordero, and also the 
said Rancho, and previous to such date, and many times 
afterwards, this deponent has been at the said Rancho 
during the life time of the said Miguel Cordero; that 
the latter became sole owner of the said Rancho by vir
tue o f the Mexican grant to him, and with his live stock 
occupied the lands, and had a fine vipeyard and orchard 
thereon, fenced and cultivated; also a house in which he 
lived with his family, and in which house this deponent 
has slept and eaten at various times while the said Miguel 
was living there, as aforesaid.

That at a later period, to wit: in 1854 or 1855, this depo
nent stopped for a large portion of his time on the Ran
cho Salsipuedes, then belongingtohisson-in-law, Mr. John 
C. Kays, and which is distant but a short ride (about



one-and-a-half hours,) from Las Cruces, and during the 
last mentioned two years this deponent frequently went 
to Las Cruces, and through the lands thereof; that the 
same were then occupied solely by the widow and chil
dren of the said Miguel Cordero, who had died some 
three or four years previously; that a few years after 
this the said widow died, and the children of the said 
Miguel continued to occupy the said Rancho as undivided, 
and they and their subsequent co-owners claiming through 
them as successors o f the said Miguel Cordero still own 
and occupy the said Rancho, which still remains undi
vided.

■ That this deponent has never heard disputed or ques
tioned the genuineness o f the said Mexican grant or the 
ownership thereof by Miguel Cordero, or his actual and 
sole possession and occupation of the whole o f the said 
Rancho, nor does he believe that any doubt or question 
thereof has ever arisen.

And this deponent further says, that he has not and 
never has had any interest or ownership in the said 
Rancho.

JAM ES W . BURKE.

Sworn and subscribed before me this 18th day o f Jan
uary, 1876.

j SEAL OF COUNTY COURT 1 H. P. STOKE,
\ of Santa Barbara, j  County Clerk.

By John Janssens, 
Deputy Clerk»

Deposition of Francisco de la Guerra.

State of California, 1 
County of Santa Barbara. j SSm

Francisco de la Guerra; aged 57 years, formerly



Mayor o f the city o f Santa Barbara for about six years, 
being duly sworn, deposes and says :

That he was born in the said county of Santa Barbara, 
and, except about one year, has resided all his lifetime 
therein. That his father (El Capitan José de la Guerra y 
JSToriega, formerly Habitado General o f the two Califor- 
nias under the dominion of Spain, and afterwards Com
mandante under the Mexican Government, with head
quarters at Santa Barbara) was, from the year 1837 to 
the year 1858, owner of the Rancho San Julian, which 
adjoins the Rancho Las Cruces in Santa Barbara Coun
ty ; and during all that time, and also for many years 
afterwards, this deponent was in the habit o f passing a 
great part o f his time on the said Rancho San Julian in 
looking after his father’s interests there, and his large 
stock of cattle, horses and sheep, and became well ac
quainted with all the neighboring Ranchos, including 
Las Cruces, frequently visiting and passing over all parts 
o f the latter,

That he well knew Miguel Cordero in his lifetime, 
and the fact that he, the said Miguel, had received from 
the Mexican Government the grant to him of the said 
Rancho Las Cruces. That from the commencement of 
the time when this deponent used to frequent the said 
Rancho San Julian, the said Miguel Cordero was in the 
actual occupation of the said Las Cruces Rancho, and 
afterwards received juridical possession therof from the 
1st Alcalde of Santa Barbara ; and, o f his own knowl
edge, this deponent knows and states that the said 
Miguel Cordero occupied, as sole owner, all the lands of 
the said Rancho Las Cruces, and had the same stocked 
with his cattle and horses, and resided on the same with 
his family until his death thereon in 1851 ; having on his 
said Rancho a dwelling house; also fields, a fruit orchard, 
garden, and large vineyard, all in cultivation and en
closed in fence.
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That this deponent knew the widow and children o f 
the said Miguel Cordero, and that these continued to re
side in the said Ranch house of the said Miguel after 
the death o f the latter; that the said widow died in 
the same house about 5 or 6 years after her said husband 
deceased ; that the same place continued to be ocupied 
by the children o f the said Miguel, and is still in the oc
cupation and possession and cultivation of some of the 
said children and their children.

And this deponent further says that the said widow and 
children (most o f the latter being then minors) were en
tirely ignorant and uneducated, and lived in seclusion in 
their said Rancho, uninformed of, and indifferent to the 
transactions of the world at large, and the news thereof; 
that because of their want o f understanding, and because 
the then recent and sudden death of the said Miguel 
Cordero had left the widow and children without any 
person capable o f fhanaging such affairs, their said 
grant was not presented before the Board of U. S. Land 
Commissioners, and the time limited by law for such pre
sentation having expired, the opportunity was lost to 
them, and ever since they have been helpless in the mat
ter.

That the said grant o f Las Cruces was for two leagues 
embracing the lands from the Rancho Gaviota on the 
south to the Ranchos Santa Rosa and Najoqui on the 
north, and from the Rancho San Julian on the west, to 
the Cuchilla o f the ISfajoqui in the north-east, and the 
rough mountains in the east ; the whole o f which lands 
so described were in the sole undisputed occupation and 
ownership o f the said Miguel Cordero, and after his 
death, to the present time, have continued undivided and 
in the sole and undisputed ownership, possession, and 
occupation of the family and successors in interest o f the 
said Miguel Cordero.
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This deponent further says that he was and is well and 
thoroughly acquainted with every Mexican Land Grant 
in the county o f Santa Barbara, and the land thereof; 
that this deponent, and as well his father and all the 
neighboring Rancho owners, and in fact the whole com
munity of Santa Barbara, always recognized the said 
Mexican Grant to Miguel Cordero o f the said Rancho 
Las Cruces, as genuine, complete and perfect, and equal 
in force and validity to any grant o f lands in California 
ever made by the Mexican Government. And so well 
has this been understood and recognized that from the 
date o f the said grant to this date it has been respected 
by all. And this deponent has never heard of any per
son having attempted to disturb the ownership or pos
session of those holding under the said Mexican Grant 
to Miguel Cordero, and has never heard o f any person 
claiming,*or pretending to claim, any adverse title there
to.

This deponent says he has not and never has had any 
interest or ownership in any part ov the said Rancho 
Las Cruces.

F R A N ’CO de la GUERRA.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day o f 
January, 1876.

( seal op I  U. Y U D A R T ,
< notary public, V Notary Public.
{Santa Barbara. J

Deposition of Captain de la Guerra.

State op California, 1 
County of Santa Barbara, J *

Antonio Maria de la Guerra; aged 50 years; born in
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the State of California, and brother of Francisco de la 
Guerra, last above named— being duly sworn, deposes 
and says: He has held and filled, among others, the fol
lowing public offices in California, since its acquisition 
by the United States, namely: Member o f the Council of 
Santa Barbara, for two years; Mayor o f the City o f 
Santa Barbara for four years; State Senator in the Leg
islature of California, for two years ; and was, for many 
years, member o f Board o f Supervisors o f this County; 
and was also Captain (Company C, of 1st Battalion, Na
tive Cavalry) in the IT. S. Federal service, stationed in 
Arizona, in 1865,-66. That except about four years’ ab
sence from California, thirty years ago, and also his ab. 
sence, as aforesaid, in 1865,-66, he has, all his life, beeu 
a resident of Santa Barbara.

That he was personally acquainted with Miguel Cordero, 
resident upon, and owner and occupant of, tlie Rancho 
Las Cruces, adjoining the Rancho San Julian, then be
longing to this deponent’s father, and well knew the said 
Las Cruces’ Rancho itself; and was acquainted also with 
the wife and children of the said Miguel Cordero.

And this deponent says, that (exclusive of the period 
o f his absence as aforesaid, and the circumstances during 
that time) all the facts and circumstances particularly set 
forth in the foregoing annexed deposition of his brother, 
Francisco de la Guerra, concerning the said Rancho Las 
Cruces, its ownership, occupation and possession by the 
said Miguel Cordero, and after his death, by his family, 
and successors in interest, to the present tim e; and con
cerning the title to the said Rancho Las Cruces, and all 
the matters and things in the said deposition by this de
ponents said brother, set forth and mentioned, are 
within the personal knowledge o f this deponent, and are 
by him affirmed hereby.

And this deponent says he does not own or claim, and



never has owned or claimed, any part of, or interest in, 
the said Rancho Las Cruces.

AISTT’O Ma. de la G U E AR R A. 

Sworn to before me, this tenth day o f January, 1876.
( SEAL OF ) U. Y U D A R T ,
•< notary public, V Notary Public.
( Santa Barbara. )

Deposition of Lewis T. Burton.
State of California, 1 

County of Santa Barbara. j ss'

Lewis T. Burton, a native o f the State o f Tennessee, 
aged 67 years, and owner o f the Rancho Jesus Maria, in 
the said county, distant about three hour’s ride from the 
Rancho Las Cruces, below mentioned; being duly sworn, 
deposes and says:

That he came, in the year 1881, to what is now known as 
Santa Barbara County, and has been a resident thereof 
ever since that date.

That many years before the acquisition o f California 
by the United States, and about thirty-five or thirty-six 
years ago, he became acquainted with the said Rancho 
Las Cruces; at that time (in the year 1840), Miguel 
Cordero was in the possession and occupation thereof, 
and had it stocked with his cattle, horses, &c., and lived 
there with his fam ily; he had, immediately near his 
dwelling house, a vineyard and orchard, both in fence 
and under cultivation; and from the date last mentioned, 
and during five or six years next ensuing, this deponent 
was frequently at the said Rancho Las Cruces, and slept 
at the said house of the said Miguel Cordero, and ate 
there many times.

That a long time previously, and many years before 
the acquisition of California by the United States, as 
aforesaid, the said Miguel Cordero had become the owner 
o f the said Rancuo Las Cruces by grant thereof to him
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from the government of Mexico— which fact was well 
known among the neighboring Ranch owners and by the 
public ; and the said grant was universally recognized 
as genuine, and as valid as was any Mexican grant in 
California, and was always respected accordingly; which 
statement this deponent is confident would willingly be 
corroborated by all old residents o f Santa Barbara, of 
those times, who may yet be living.

That this deponent never heard of any doubt of the 
genuineness and completeness o f the grant, and in fact 
no one has ever questioned it. Nor has this deponent 
ever heard o f any claim adverse thereto.

That Miguel Cordero died in possession o f his said 
Rancho, and his widow and children possessed and oc
cupied it until the death of the widow, and from that time 
the said children and their co-owners deriving their title 
through them as heirs o f the said Miguel Cordero, have 
occupied and possessed the said Rancho in undivided 
interests.

That since the death o f the said Miguel Cordero and 
o f his said widow, this deponent has continued at short 
intervals to go to, and to pass through the said Ran
cho Las Cruces, and that in each and every such occa
sion he has|found the family o f the said Miguel Cordero 
still in the occupation thereof, and Vicente Cordero, son 
of the said Miguel, still living with his family at the site 
o f the original Ranch house and dwelling, aforesaid, o f his 
father, the said Miguel, and still cultivating the original 
vineyard and orchard of his lather.

And this deponent says, he has not and never has had 
any interest or ownership in the said Rancho.

LE W IS  T. BURTON.
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 18th day o f 

January, 1876.
j SEAL OF NOTARY PUBLIC \ A . S. COOPER,
1 Santa Barbara. / Notary Public.
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Deposition of Gasper Orena.

State of California, ) sg
County of Santa Barbara, j

Gasper Orena, a native o f Santander, in the Kingdom 
o f Spain, aged 50 years, being duly sworn, deposes and 
says: That he is, and for about 33 years has been, a resi
dent o f Santa Barbara, in California. That he has been 
the owner o f several Ranchos in that part of Santa 
Barbara County where is situated the Rancho Las Cruces, 
below mentioned (and among them, the Rancho Zaca, 
which he purchased in 1846,— the Rancho La Espada, 
being a subdivision of Punta de la Concepcion, and the 
Rancho San Julian), and that he spent much of his time 
on some o f the above Ranchos and in the country con
tiguous to the said Rancho Las Cruces; that in or about 
the year 1842, he became acquainted with the said Ran
cho Las Cruces and with Miguel Cordero, who claimed, 
and was understood, to be the sole owner by virtue o f a 
grant o f the same to him from the Mexican Government, 
and who occupied the said Rancho Las Cruces, and resided 
thereon with his fam ily; that when this deponent first 
saw the said Rancho Las^Cruces, the said Miguel Cordero 
had thereon the dwelling house wherein he resided, as 
aforesaid, also an orchard and vineyard in bearing, and 
fenced fields in cultivation, corrals for stock, &c., &c., and 
which improvements had evidently then been made 
several years previously.

That the said Rancho continued to be owned and occu
pied by the said Miguel until his death in or about the 
year 1851; that from that time it remained undivided 
and in the sole occupation and possession o f his widow 
and his children, and who resided in his late dwelling 
house, where the said widow died some 5 or 6 years 
after her husband’s death; and after the death of his
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widow, the said Rancho continued still undivided and in 
the sole occupation and possession o f his said1 children 
and of their co-owners, successors in interest o f the said 
Miguel Cordero, and has so continued to the present time. 
That the said vineyard and orchard are still in the pos
session of, and cultivation by, the said children o f the 
said Miguel Cordero, particularly by his son, Vicente 
Cordero, who, with his wife and children, reside in the 
dwelling house of the said Vicente, adjoining the origi
nal dwelling, aforesaid, o f his father, the said M iguel; that 
there are five or six other houses on the said Rancho 
Las Cruces used as dwellings by the said Cordero family 
and co-owners, also stables, corrals, fenced fields, fruit 
trees, &c., &e.

That ever since the death o f the said Miguel Cordero, 
to the present time, this deponent has been in the habit 
o f frequently going to and of passing over the lands o f 
the said Rancho Las Cruces, in watching and looking 
after his stock, and in passing back and forth to and 
from his Ranchos, and has purchased cattle on the said 
Las Cruces from the sons o f the said Miguel Cordero, 
and has assisted in making a road through that part of 
the said Las Cruces which adjoines the Rancho San 
Julian, and has had various other matters to attend to 
on the said Las Cruces during all the years of his ac
quaintance, as aforesaid, with that Rancho. And this 
deponent knows and says, that the continuous sole use 
and occupation of the said Las Cruces Rancho by the 
owners thereof, aforesaid, has been, and is actual, genuine 
and bona fide, and for the true and legitimate purposes 
o f their business, namely: raising of live stock and 
wool growing, and in parts for cultivation; and that 
several o f the owners in interest, and residents and vari
ous minor children and their mothers are dependant 
upon the said lands for their support. That the said
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Rancho is understood to extend from the Rancho Gavlota 
to the Rancho Santa Rosa, and from the Rancho San 
Julian to the Rancho Kajoqui on the northeast, and to 
and including a portion of the side o f the Brushy and 
Rocky Mountains on the east, and to include two leagues 
o f land.

And this deponent states that in the district o f country 
wherein the said Rancho Las Cruces is situated, the 
Rancho owners and old residents o f the times anterior 
to the occupation o f California by the military forces o f 
the United States, have always been unanimous in regard
ing the said Mexican grant to Miguel Cordero, o f the 
Rancho Las Cruces, as a genuine and perfect one under 
the Mexican laws, and have always so treated the same, 
and the title o f the said children and their co-owners 
as derived from the said grant, which has remained un
disturbed and respected to this time.

And this deponent says he does not own, and never 
has owned or claimed, any interest in the said Rancho 
Las Cruces.

GASPER ORENA.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 12th day o f 
January, 1876.

i SEAL OF ) U. Y U D A R T ,
q notary public, v Notary Public.
( Santa Barbara. )

Deposition of Augustin Janssens.
State of Californa, 1 

County of Santa Barbara. j ss'

Augustin Janssens, formerly Assessor o f the said 
county, aged 59 years; a native o f the city o f Brussels 
(now in the Kingdom of Belgium), and now a citizen of 
the United States, being duly sworn, deposes and says:
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That in the year 1834 he came to what is now the 
State of California, but was then territory o f the Gov
ernment of Mexico, and ever since that time has been 
a resident of California; and from the year 1841 to the 
present time, a resident of that portion o f California 
now forming the county o f Santa Barbara.

That in the year 1844, this deponent became the 
owner of, and commenced to reside upon the Rancho 
Los Lomas de la Purificación, in this county, and con
tinued to reside on his said Rancho with his lamily until 
about the year 1855, when he sold the said Rancho and 
removed to the town of Santa Barbara.

That during the whole of the period o f his residence 
on his said Rancho, he was in the constant habit o f visi
ting the Rancho Las Cruces, which was distant from his 
residence only about one hour’s ride, and was well ac
quainted with the owner o f the last named Rancho, 
Miguel Cordero, from the year 1844, until the death,of 
the said Miguel in the spring o f the year o f 1851.

That during all that time, the said Miguel Cordero 
claimed to be the sole owner o f the said Rancho Las 
Cruces, which was co-lindante with (hounded by) the 
lands o f the Ranchos Gaviota, San Julian, Santa Rosa, 
and Najoqui, and understood to contain two leagues; 
and that the said Miguel Cordero used and occupied as 
his property, all the said lands o f the said Rancho Las 
Cruces, and that no other person occupied or claimed 
any right to occupy any part ot the said lands o f Las 
Cruces; that the said Miguel Cordero had the same 
stocked with his cattle and horses; that he had also on 
the said Rancho a dwelling house wherein he resided 
with his family, also an orchard of fruit trees, a large 
vineyard, and fields in cultivation, and fenced; that the 
said Miguel Cordero died in his said residence in Las 
Cruces, and that he left a widow and nine children,
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many o f the latter being under the age o f twenty-one 
years.

This deponent says that he remembers that in the 
autumn following the death of the said Miguel, he (de
ponent) was appointed appraiser o f the personal proper
ty o f the said Miguel, deceased, and went to Las Cruces 
and performed there his appointed duties, and ou that 
occasion, and on many subsequent ones, he saw the 
wddow and children of the said deceased there residing in 
the same house where the said Miguel Cordero had died.
This deponent being well acquainted with all of the 
said family, knows that the said widow and children 
were uneducated, not being able to write or read (except 
a son Vicente) ; unacquainted with any language except 
Spanish, and wholly inexperienced in, and ignorant of, 
all business other than the raising o f live stock on their 
Rancho ; which was the reason why their title to their 
said Rancho Las Cruces was not presented by them before 
the Board of Land Commissioners.

That the widow of the said Miguel Cordero continued 
to reside with his children in his said dwelling house in 
Las Cruces until her death, which took place in the same 
house five or six years subsequent to her husband’s de
cease : and after the death o f their mother, the said chil
dren still continued to reside in the same house, until 
some years later, when they built at the same place ad
joining the original house, another dwelling house, and 
in which one o f the sons o f the said Miguel Cordero, 
namely, Vicente Cordero and his wife and family still 
reside, and still have in possession and cultivation (be
sides other portions o f the said lands o f Las Cruces), the 
original orchard, vineyards, &c., of his father, Miguel 
Cordero.

That this deponent has held the office o f County As
sessor of this county for several terms, to wit : eight
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years, consecutively, commencing in 1862; during all 
which time he annually assessed the lands of the Las 
Cruces, contained in the boundaries aforesaid, as the 
private property belonging to the family o f Miguel Cor
dero, and his successors in interest, deriving title through 
him, and held by them in undivided interests or owner
ships.

And this deponent further says that though he has re
sided as aforesaid in Santa Barbara, from a period long 
anterior to the acquisition of California by the United 
States, and has known the said Rancho Las Cruces and 
every part thereof, and all its owners, for over thirty-one 
years, and to the present time he has never heard of any 
claim to any of the lands thereof adverse to that of the 
said Miguel Cordero and his successors in interest, deri
ving title only from the grant to him from the Mexican 
Government; and that this deponent has never heard 
of any doubt or question as to the validity and good 
faith of the said grant.

And the sole ownership o f the said lands by the fam
ily and successors in interest of the said Miguel Cordero 
has always been and is universally respected by the peo
ple o f this county, and the said Rancho Las Cruces re
garded as the private property o f the said Cordero fami
ly and their co-owners deriving title as aforesaid from 
the Mexican Grant to the said Miguel Cordero.

And deponent states that he has no interest in any 
part o f the said Las Cruces Rancho.

Subscribed by deponent, and sworn to by him, before 
me this 6th day o f January, 1876.

A . JANSSENS.

H. P. STONE,
County Clerk. 

By John Janssens,
Deputy Clerk.
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Deposition of William A. Streeter. - -

State of California, )
County of Santa Barbara. \ *

W illiam A . Streeter, of the said county, age 64 years, 
being duly sworn, says : That die is a native of Auburn, 
in the county o f Cayuga and State o f New Y o rk ; that 
he came to California in May, 1843, and to Santa Bar
bara in July, 1844, and that ever since the last mention
ed date he has been a resident of Santa Barbara, with 
the exception of a few intervals of absence in San Luis 
Obispo and other parts o f the State.

That for several years from and after the year 1844, 
this deponent, as physician, was in the habit o f visiting 
different parts o f Santa Barbara County, and among 
other parts the district wherein is situated the Rancho 
Las Cruces; and he afterwards resided on the Rancho 
Bolsa de Chamisa in the same neighborhood.

That he personally knew Miguel Cordero from the 
said year 1844, until his decease in 1851, and that he 
became acquainted with the said Rancho Las Cruces in 
the year 1845, at which time he stopped at the said Ran
cho, and where the said Miguel Cordero was then living 
with his family; and that on various other occasions, 
before the occupation of California by the United States, 
this deponent was at the said Rancho Las Cruces, and 
ate meals and spent the night at the dwelling house of 
the said Miguel Cordero in his said Rancho; and since 
that time and during the years intervening to the present 
date, this deponent has been at- the said Rancho Las 
Cruces from time to time until within four days now last 
past. And this deponent knows and states that the said 
Miguel Cordero was in the actual sole possession and 
occupation of the said Rancho Las Cruces from the time 
when this deponent first stopped there in the year 1845,
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as aforesaid, until the death o f the said Miguel in 1851, 
holding it as sole owner under a grant thereof from the 
Mexican Government; and that from the death o f the 
said Miguel, the said Rancho has remainded undivided 
and in the sole occupation and possession of his heirs 
and successors in interest claiming and holding under 
the same grant.

That the said Miguel Cordero in his life time, had on 
the said Rancho, besides his said dwelling house, a fruit 
orchard, vineyard, garden, and fields all in fence and 
cultivated, and had his entire Rancho stocked with his 
horses, cattle, sheep, &c.; and which Rancho embraced 
the lands which are colindante with those of the Ranchos 
San Julian, Santa Rosa, Najoqui and the Gaviota, and 
were bounded on the East by the rough mountains.

That many o f the improvements on the said Rancho 
made by the said Miguel Cordero still exist, especially 
the orchard and vineyard, and are, and have continuously 
been, in the possession and occupation of his family.

And this deponent says, that so plainly and unques
tionably was the said Rancho Las Cruces the bona fide 
property of the said Miguel Cordero in his actual pos
session and ownership, and in that of his family and 
successors under his said grant from the Mexican Gov
ernment of California, that this deponent, in common, 
with all the old residents o f the times prior to the Am eri
can occupation of this country, cannot understand any 
reason why a title so complete and perfect under the 
Mexican laws as was that of Las Cruces, and its owner
ship as the private property of the said original grantee 
and his heirs and successors, should not be acknowl
edged and recognized as such by the United States in 
accordance with their treaty with Mexico, and in accord
ance at the same time with the rights o f ownership in 
private property.
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This deponent says that, he does not own or claim, 

and never has owned or claimed, any part of, or interest 
in, the said Rancho Las Cruces.

W M . A. STREETER,

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 19th day o f 
January, 1876.

NELSON W . W ENTO N,

j seal of notary public, ) Notary Public in and fo r  
\ santa Barbara.] J the County of Santa Barbara,

and State of California.

Deposition of Dr. James L. Ord.

State of California, \
County of Santa Barbara. ) *

James L. Ord, M. D., o f Santa Barbara, in the said 
State, formerly Surgeon in the United States Army, be
ing duly sworn, deposes and says :

That in the year 1847, he came to California in the ser
vice o f the United States (in company with his brother, 
Major General Ord and General Sherman, then Lieuten
ants) ; that early in 1848, to wit, in February, he was sta
tioned as Surgeon at Santa Barbara, aud there resided for 
about one year, and after some periods of absence, be
came a permanent resident of Santa Barbara, where he 
has resided in all about twenty years practicing his pro
fession of surgery.

That in the year 1848, he became acquainted with the 
Rancho Los Cruces in the said county, and with Miguel 
Cordero, the owner and original grantee thereof from 
the Mexican Government.

That deponent was frequently at the said Rancho.

That at the time mentioned, the said Miguel Cordero
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resided with his family thereon, and was in the sole use, 
occupation and possession of the said Rancho, and that 
his improvements then comprised among others one or 
two houses, corrals, an ample vineyard, orchard, garden 
and fields, all cultivated and fenced; that subsequently, 
and at the time o f the death o f the said Miguel Cordero, 
this deponent was absent from Santa Barbara, and on 
his return in 1857, he found the said Rancho in the pos
session of the family of the said Miguel Cordero.

That deponent has continued to pay frequent visits to 
the said Rancho, and has attended professionally various 
members o f the said Cordero’s family, and others on the 
said Rancho.

That he knows Vicente Cordero, son o f the said 
Miguel Cordero, deceased, and has known him ever 
since 1857; that during all that time the said Vicente 
and his wife and children have resided, and still reside, on 
the said Rancho.

That he knows the fact that Isabel Cordero, daughter 
o f the said Miguel Cordero, and wife o f Clovis Valen
zuela, after residing many years in her separate residence 
on the said Rancho with her family, died there in Octo
ber, in the year 1874 (this deponent being in attendance 
upon her at the time of her death), leaving her dwelling 
house and the one-ninth undivided share in the said 
Rancho, received by her from her father, Miguel Cor
dero, to her husband and minor children, who are still 
the owners thereof. That he knows the following other 
members of the Cordero family also residing on the said 
Rancho,— namely, Juan Cordero, now poor and in teeble 
health, and his fam ily; Estanislao Cordero and his fami
ly of wife and minor children; Francisco Cordero and 
his wife and minor children. That there are now on 
the said Rancho Los Cruces at least seven dwelling 
houses, also stables, out-houses, fenced fields, gardens,
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vineyards and orchards, all in the exclusive possession 
o f the owners of the said Rancho, deriving their sole title 
through the grant thereof by the Mexican Government 
to Miguel Cordero. That the said Corderos have con
tinued to occupy the said Rancho Las Cruces, and they 
and the other successors in interest of the said Miguel 
Cordero are still the sole owners and occupants thereof, 
and that deponent has never heard of any claim to the 
said Las Cruces Rancho, or any part thereof, except that 
of the said children and successors of said Miguel Cor
dero, all deriving title solely from the said grant to him 
from the Mexican Government. This deponent says, fur
ther that he is acquainted with the pecuniary condition and 
circumstances of the said Corderos residents on the said 
Rancho; that he knows the fact to be that they and 
their families derive their support and maintenance from 
their said lands, granted as aforesaid to their ancestor, 
the said Miguel Cordero; and should their said lands be 
lost to them by being regarded and treated as public 
land, and be sold or settled upon under the laws relating 
to public lands, many of the said Cordero family, includ
ing women and minor children, would be deprived o f 
their sole means o f support.

And this deponent further says that he has not, and 
never has had, any interest or ownership in the said 
Rancho Las Cruces, or any part thereof.

Sworn before me this 30th day of December, 1875.

JAM ES L. ORD, M. D.

U. YTJDART,
Notary Public.
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Deposition of Miguel F. Burke.

State of California, )
County of Santa Barbara, j SSm

Miguel F. Burke, being duly sworn, deposes and says :

That he resides at the Rancho La Gaviota in the Coun
ty o f Santa Barbara, aforesaid (which adjoins the southerly 
side of the Rancho Las Cruces) and has there resided 
for several years last past, being engaged in conducting 
the business of freighting and forwarding merchandize, 
and in raising live stock.

That he has resided in the said county over thirty 
years; that he is, and for twenty-five years has been, 
thoroughly acquainted with the said Rancho Las C races 
and all parts thereof, having had during most o f that time’ 
a stock o f cattle and horses on Ranchos in that vicinity, 
and having very often during that time gone over and 
through all parts o f Las Cruces, looking after his stock, 
and for other purposes.

That the Las Cruces Rancho was always understood 
to extend from the Rancho La Gaviota (which is a sub
division of the Rancho Nuestra Señora del Refugio) on 
the south— to the Rancho Santa Rosa on the north, and 
trom the Rancho San Julian on the west to the Cuchilla 
(ridge) o f the Najoqui, and the Sierra on the east, and 
to contain two leagues. That he knows Miguel Cordero 
the grantee of said Rancho from the Mexican Govern
ment, and the house where he resided with his family 
on the said Rancho Las Cruces; that at the death o f the 
said Miguel Cordero he left .a widow, (who died at the 
same house a few years afterwards), and a large family 
o f children.

That at the time when he first saw the said Rancho 
Las Cruces, the said Miguel Cordero had thereon, be
sides the said dwelling house, fenced fields under culti-
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vation, corrals for his cattle and horses, vegetable garden, 
orchard and vineyard, all enclosed in fences, and a stock 
o f cattle. That though the original dwelling house has 
decayed, the same has been replaced several years ago by 
another immediately adjoining its site, built by Yicente 
Cordero, son of the said Miguel Cordero, and which was, 
and still is, occupied by said Vicente and his wife and 
children, and that the fields, orchard and vineyard, afore
said, still exist, and are, and have been continuously since 
the death of the said Miguel Cordero, in the use, culti
vation and possession by and of his children and grand 
children.

That he has never heard o f any claim to any part of 
the said Rancho Las Cruces adverse to the title of the 
said Miguel Cordero and his successors, who derive title 
solely through him, but that the title o f said Cordero, 
from this deponent’s earliest acquaintance therewith, has 
been alwa}7s recognized and respected as good and valid; 
and that during the time he knew the said Miguel Cor
dero, the whole o f said Rancho Las Cruces was in the 
sole occupation and possession of the said Miguel Cor
dero, and has continued in the sole and uninterrupted 
possession of his children and their successors in undi
vided ownership, from the death of said Miguel Cordero 
to the date hereof.

And this deponent says that he has not, and never 
has had, any interest or ownership whatever in any part 
o f the said Las Cruces Rancho.

M IG U E L F. BURKE.
Sworn before me, this 27th day of December, 1875.

j SEAL OF NO TARY PUBLIC , 1 U. Y U D A R T ,
1 s a n t a  Ba r b a r a . J Notary Public.
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State of California, \
County of Santa Barbara, j ’ .

John C. Kays, o f the said county, aged 63 years, for
merly merchant and afterwards farmer and breeder of 
live-stock, being duly sworn, deposes and says :

That in the year 1846 he came to the County o f Santa 
Barbara, and with his family became a resident thereof. 
That in the year 1850 he became the owner (by purchase 
from the original Mexican grantee) of the Rancho Salsi- 
puedes in the vicinity o f the Rancho Las Cruces, in the 
said county, and immediately entered in possession and 
occupation of his said Rancho Salsipuedes, and stocked 
the same with his live stock, and continued the occupa
tion thereof from the said year 1850 for eighteen years 
consecutively, thereafter; that during all that time he 
was in the habit of frequently going over the lands of 
the Las Cruces Rancho (as well as of other neighboring 
Ranchos), looking after any o f his live stock which 
might have strayed, and became well acquainted with 
the said Rancho Las Cruces, and with the owner thereof, 
Miguel Cordero, and with his wife and children :

That when this deponent first saw the said Rancho 
Las Cruces, in the year 1848, it was owned and occupied 
by the said Miguel Cordero, who, had it stocked, with his 
horses, cattle and sheep, and who until his death held it 
under a grant to him from the Government o f Mexico; 
that the said Rancho Las Cruces consisted o f two leagues 
o f land colindante with the Ranchos Najogui, Santa 
Rosa, San Julian and Gaviota, and was bounded on the 
east by Brushy Mountains; that the said Miguel Cordero 
had a dwelling house about the centre of his said Ran
cho Las Cruces, and resided therein with his family; 
and had there also an orchard, a fine vineyard of many



hundred grape vines bearing abundantly (the grape8 
from which this deponent frequently ate), and had also 
a couple of fields, all o f which fields, vineyard, orchard, 
&c., were fenced and cultivated by the said Miguel Cor
dero ; and that after the death of the latter, the said 
house and improvements, and also the whole Rancho 
continued to be occupied by bis widow and children; 
and after the death of the said widow,— by the said chil
dren who built another house adjoining the original one, 
and occupied the same, with the said vineyard and other 
improvements, and still possess and occupy the same ; 
and that the whole o f the said Rancho has continued 
from the death ot the said Miguel Cordero to the pres
ent time undivided and in the sole occupation and pos
session o f the said children o f the said Miguel Cordero 
and their co-owners, successors in interest therein, claim
ing title solely under the said Mexican grant to him; 
that this deponent has never heard o f any claim to any 
part o f the said lands o f Las Cruces in conflict with, or 
adverse to, the said Mexican grant to the said Miguel 
Cordero, and that the said title has been universally re
garded as genuine and valid, and has been by all respect
ed as such to the present time.

And this deponent says that he has no interest or 
ownership, and never has had any, in the said Rancho 
Las Cruces.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this eighth day o f 
January, 1876.

JOHN C. K A Y S .

U. Y  CD A R T , 
Notary Public.
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Deposition of Thomas W. Moore.

State of California, 
County of Santa Barbara.

Thomas W . Moore, aged 58 years and upwards, being 
duly sworn, deposes and says :

That he is the owner of, and with his family resides 
upon, the Rancho “  Las Lomas de la Purificación ”  (a 
patented Rancho), in the vicinity o f the Rancho Las 
Cruces in Santa Barbara County, California, and has 
resided in the said county for the last 21 years and over: 
that he has served two terms (6 years) as Supervisor o f 
the said county, and has been President o f the said 
Board.

That as Supervisor it has been his duty to take offi
cial cognizance o f all lands in the said county, o f the 
location of, and quantity in each tract; o f the value 
thereof; o f the title and ownership; of the residents 
and occupants, and their property and improvements, 
and of the use of the lands. That in the performance 
o f such duties in relation to the said Las Cruces Ran
cho, as well as from his previous personal knowledge o f 
the lands, &c., thereof, he is well and thoroughly ac
quainted with the said Rancho, and that he has known 
the same ever since the year 1854.

That in the year 1855, this deponent hired on lease 
another Rancho in the vicinity o f Las Cruces, and 
resided on the former and occupied it with his live stock 
for two years; that in the management o f such stock he 
had frequent and constant occasion to visit Las Cruces 
Rancho and examine all parts o f the same; and for the 
last 20 years he has visited that Rancho many times in 
each year.

That when he first knew the said Rancho Las Cruces,



as aforesaid, in 1854, the same was in the sole occupation 
and possession o f the widow and children o f Miguel 
Cordero, deceased, the original owner and grantee there
o f from the Mexican Government, and was undivided; 
that they were living in the Ranch house, which was the 
dwelling house of the said Miguel Cordero, and in which 
he had died.

That this deponent became well acquainted with the 
said family and knew all the members thereof; that they 
were almost entirely uneducated, and only one or two 
o f them could write or read, and even these two, very 
imperfectly, and none of the family could ever speak or 
understand the English language.

That the said Miguel Cordero, having died suddenly, 
without leaving any will, and some of his children being 
tnen and for many years afterwards, minors, the lands were 
held iu common by them, and used indiscriminately, but 
exclusively, among themselves, no particular one of them 
having the management o f the whole. That in conse
quence o f this confused state o f affairs, and through the 
ignorance o f the said widow and children, their matters 
were much neglected, and the time for presentation of 
land claims before the Board of Land Commissioners, 
as limited by the act o f Congress, was suffered to elapse 
without the claim Las Cruces being presented, and the 
same never was presented to the said board ; and the 
said Rancho having descended from the said Miguel Cor
dero, in nine undivided shares to his said children, con- 
tines in the same mode of occupation by his successors 
to this day, in undivided ownership. Notwithstanding 
all which, the said grant and the bona tide ownership 
and possession by the said Miguel Cordero and his chil
dren and successors, being well known thoughout the 
county, were and ever have been respected to this time, 
and no attempt ever has been made as yet to settle upon
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or preempt the said lands as public lands; and no claim 
whatever to the said lands has been made in conflict 
with the title o f the present owners as derived through 
the Mexican grant to the said Miguel Cordero. That in 
the discharge of his official duties, as aforesaid, this 
deponent has had occasion to know, and does know, the 
fact that the said lands have been regularly assessed each 
year, in the State and county assessment rolls as the prop
erty of the said Corderos and co-owners, and under the 
name of “  Las Cruces Rancho,”  and in the same manner 
as are assessed those Mexican land grants which have 
been duly confirmed by the TJ. S. Board of Land Com
missioners, and that the taxes so assessed have been and 
are regularly paid by the said Corderos and co-owners, 
as successors o f the said Miguel Cordero.

That the said Rancho is entered in the said Assess
ment Rolls as containing two leagues, which is a little 
less than 9,000 acres. That it extends from the Rancho 
La Gaviota to the Rancho Santa Rosa, and from the 
Rancho San Julian to the Ridge of the hTajoqui and the 
mountains on the east. That the said Rancho Las Cru
ces is considered of only moderate value ; that there are 
only a few localities on the same where there are pieces 
o f land (and these are very small in extent) suitable for 
ploughing,— the lands in general being very broken and 
rough, consisting mostly o f steep hills good for pasture 
but not for cultivation, and on part o f the side o f a rug
ged, rocky mountain, broken by ravines and gulches, 
and covered with scrub-oak and chamisal brush.

That the annual valuation of all property for State 
and county assessments is fixed by law at the actual cash 
value o f the property ; that the highest valuation ever 
made of the lands o f Las Cruces, on the said official As
sessment Rolls o f the count}7, was, in the assessment of 
the present fiscal year, where they are rated at $2.50,
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(two dollars and fifty cents) per acre for the whole Ran
cho,— and which this deponent considers a fait and just 
estimate o f such cash value.

That Vicente Cordero, son of the said Miguel Cor
dero, original owner and grantee o f Las Cruces, has 
continued for the last twenty years, to the knowledge of 
this deponent, and still continues, to cultivate the vine
yard, garden, orchard, and field, o f his father, and for 
all that time has lived with his family on the said Ran
cho, and still lives there, and is owner of one-ninth in- 
therest therein. That Ysabel Cordero, daughter of the 
said Miguel Cordero, married Clovis Valenzuela, and 
resided with her family many years and until, in October,
1874, in her own separate house on the said Rancho, and 
in which house she died, leaving surviving and inherit
ing her one-ninth share in said Rancho, her said hus
band and eight minor children, who are still the owners 
thereof.

That Juan Cordero, owner o f one-ninth share in the 
said Rancho, has thereon a dwelling house for his fami
ly, and has other improvements; that said Juan Cordero 
is, and for some years past has been, in ill health, and is 
father o f a large family o f children.

That Estanislado Cordero resides upon the said Ran
cho, with his family o f wife and minor children.

That Francisco Cordero also resides thereon with his 
wife and minor children. That other owners o f undivi
ded interests also reside on the said Rancho, and possess 
houses and improvements thereon.

That there are in the various parts o f the said Ran
cho, in .occupation and use, for residence and the purpo
ses o f their business, seven dwelling houses, also stables 
and corrals, also vineyards, orchards, gardens and fenced 
fields in cultivation.

$
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And this deponent knows the fact to be that such in

terests in the said lands, as are not still held and owned 
by the said Corderos, were all derived solely through 
the said Mexican grant to Miguel Cordero, and are held 
by bona fide innocent purchasers, the same having been 
purchased in good faith from children of the said M ig
uel Cordero many years ago. That this deponent is per
sonally well acquainted with all the members of the 
family o f the said Miguel Cordero, and with all the own
ers o f the said Rancho,— and that to deponent’s knowl
edge, the said Rancho and every part thereof is in their 
exclusive use and occupation,— and that such occupation 

, is genuine and in good faith, and for the true and legiti
mate purposes o f their business, namely, the raising o f 
live stock and such farming as is connected therewith. 
That the said Corderos are dependent on their use o f the 
said lands o f Las Cruces, as aforesaid, for a support for 

, themselves and families; and from this deponent’s 
knowledge o f the circumstances and condition of the said 
families, he affirms that i f  the said lands'be lost to them 
for any reason, great hardship and suffering would re
sult to the said Corderos and their wives and children, 
as well as injustice and injury to all the owners in inter
est in the said Rancho.

And this deponent says that he has not now, and never 
has had, any ownership or interest in the said Rancho or 
any part thereof.

THO. W . MOORE.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of 
January, 1876.

NELSO N W . W IN T O N ,
Notary Public,

{
s e a l  or 1 In and fo r the County of Santa

n o t a r y  p u b l i c , > Barbara, and State of California. 
Santa Barbara. J
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Deposition of Judge Fernald.

State of California, ) #
County of Santa Barbara, j

Charles Fernald, formerly County Judge, and ex officio 
Judge o f Probate in and for the said county, being duly 
sworn, says: That he is a native o f the county of York, 
in the State o f Maine, and resided for many years, pre
vious to his departure for California, in the city of Bos
ton, in the Commonwealth o f Massachusetts; that he ar
rived in the present city o f San Francisco, in the State 
o f California, in July, A . D. 1849, and continued to re
side there until July, 1852, when he became, and has 
ever since continued to be, a resident of the city and 
county o f Santa Barbara.

That on the first day of January, in the year 1853, this 
deponent was appointed to the office of County Judge o f 
Santa Barbara county, and ex officio Probate Judge of the 
said county, and held such office continuously until the 
month o f June, 1861, at which time he resigned the said 
office.

This deponent says that he knew officially, from pro
ceedings in the said probate court during the time he 
held the said office, and from knowledge thus obtained, 
as well as from the records o f the said court previous 
thereto in the matter of the estate o f Miguel Cordero, 
deceased, that he departed this life, in the said county, 
sometime in the year 1851; that the said Cordero, in 
his lifetime, was in the actual occupation o f the Rancho 
called “  Las Cruces,”  in the said county, claiming to 
own and hold the same under grant from the Mexican 
authorities o f Alta California; and that for several jmars 
after the death of the said Cordero his surviving widow 
and heirs continued to reside on the said tract o f land.

That this deponent, in the discharge o f his duties as
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such judge, and subsequently in the practice o f his pro
fession of the law in this State, and in the courts o f the 
United States, became familiar with the titles to a great 
number o f tracts o f land in the State o f California, and 
especially to those held under Mexican grants, including 
that o f “ Las Cruces;”  that he knows the fact to be 
that the said Mexican grant o f the Rancho called “  Las 
Cruces”  to the said Miguel Cordero, deceased, has here, 
where the facts and circumstances o f the case are s;en- 
erally known, ever been respected as a genuine and mer
itorious grant and title, as much so as any grant or title 
emanating from the same source, and that the title o f 
the said grantee thereto, and his occupation and that o f 
his heirs and successors under it, have ever been re
spected accordingly, and undisputed, so far as is known 
by this deponent.

And this deponent says he has no interest and never 
has had any interest in the said Rancho “  Las Cruces,”  
or any part thereof.

CH ARLES FE R N ALD .

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19th day o f 
January, 1876.

SEAL OF
NO TARY PUBLIC ,
Santa Barbara.

HELSOFT W . WESTTON, 
Notary Public.

Certificate of County Clerk.

State of California, 1 
County of Santa Barbara, j

I, H. P. Stone, county clerk and ex-officio clerk o f the 
County Court, District Court, Probate Court, and County 
Recorder, in and for the county o f Santa Barbara, and 
clerk o f the Board o f Supervisors o f the said county, do



hereby certify, that I  have the charge and custody x>f 
the.official books and records o f Santa Barbara County, 
the minutes o f the Board of Supervisors, and of the said 
courts, and of all papers and documents tiled in legal 
proceedings therein, the great register of all citizens o f 
this county, &c., &c.

That throughout the various books o f records from 
the earliest date to those of the present time, and run
ning all through the same— are records of numerous 
acts, proceedings and transactions, including decrees and 
judgments o f the courts, proceedings in probate, sher
i f f ’s sales, State and County levies o f taxes, establish
ment of election districts, mortgages, deeds o f convey

ance, and U. S. patents and official surveys o f Ranchos 
and lands adjoining the Rancho Las Cruces, below named, 
&c., &c., all referring to, or officially recognizing and 
treating, the Rancho Las Cruces, situated in this county, 
as private property o f Miguel Cordero, his family and 
successors in interest.
* And I  further certify, that included in the said records 

in my charge and custody are the original assessment 
rolls of this county, made each year from and including 
the year 1850 to the present fiscal year—by the official 
assessors o f the county, holding office for their respective 
terms during the said period ; and that I  find that in 
the said assessment rolls the said Rancho Las Cruces 
was assessed in the year 1850, as private property o f 
M guel Cordero, and has been regularly, continously 
and annually assessed as private property of his heirs 
and successors in interest (in undivided ownership) for 
the last twenty-five years, and down to and including the 
present fiscal year.

In witness whereof, I  have hereunto set my hand and 
the seal o f said county court, this January 7th, A . D., 1876.

II. P. STONE,
County Clerk.8
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Certificate of Board of Supervisors.

Office of the Board of Supervisors

of the County of Santa Barbara. .

Present: Supervisors Rynerson and Pierce; Super
visor Jamison absent.

The Board of Supervisors o f the County of Santa Bar
bara, in their various official relations with the lands and 
property in this county, and with the respective owners 
thereof, having for the last 25 years regarded and treated 
the Rancho Las Cruces, containing two leagues o f land, 
more or less, and situated in this county, as the private 
land and property o f the family o f Miguel Cordero, de
ceased, and his successors in interest, bond fide owners 
and occupants o f the said Rancho, and well-known citi
zens o f this county: W e hereby certify—

That the circumstances and equities o f the case are 
such as to justify its presentation to the Congress o f the 
United States, and to ask an investigation and consider
ation thereof.

C. C. RYR ER SO R ,
E. H. PIERCE,

Forming quorum of Board of Supervisors 
of Santa Barbara County, January 5,1876.

Dated January 5th, 1876.

By order o f the Board. «

(  SEAL OF THE BOARD \ H. P. STORE,
\ of supervisors, j  Clerk.
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Certificate of County Judge.

State of California, V  .
County of Santa Barbara, j

I, Francis John Maguire, now and for fifteen years 
last past the county judge and ex.officio judge of probate 
in and for-the said county, do hereby certify: That all 
the persons whose names are subscribed to the foregoing 
depositions are personally known to me, and that they 
all are, and for many years last past have been, residents 
and citizens, well known, o f this county ; that the repu
tation of the said persons for truth and veracity is good, 
and that the testimony of each would be received in the 
above-mentioned courts as entitled to full faith and 
credit.

And as pertinent to an inquiry whether or not the 
case of the foregoing-named petitioners is one meriting 
consideration, and as information preliminary to an in
vestigation thereof, I  certify that for the last twenty- 
three years I  have been personally acquainted with the 
lands o f the above-mentioned Rancho Las Cruces, and 
with the family o f Miguel Cordero, deceased, its former 
owner, and with the fact o f the continued ownership and 
occupation o f the said Rancho by the said Miguel Cor
dero’s heirs and successors, claiming the same under the 
grant thereof to him by the Mexican government of Cal
ifornia, as set forth in the foregoing petition, and that 
during the said period of twenty-three years I  have had 
ample opportunity o f becoming acquainted, and am well 
acquainted, with the sentiments and opinions respecting 
the validity, &c., o f the said grant of Las Cruces enter
tained by the old residents o f Santa Barbara, who are 
now living or have been living during the said period, 
and who were of the times anterior to the acquisition o f 
California by the United States ; and I  certify, as a tact
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within my own knowledge, that the old residents afore
said have unanimously regarded the said grant as gen
uine and valid, and as perfect a grant as any ever issued 
by the Mexican government in California, and have re
spected the same and the lands thereof as the private 
property of the said Miguel Cordero, his heirs and suc
cessors, claiming under the said grant.

And, in view o f the facts and circumstances o f the 
case, I  unhesitatingly state that, in my opinion, the 
passage of an act of Congress enabling the owners of the 
said grant to present the same before a proper tribunal, 
for investigation, and for confirmation, i f  found valid, 
would be regarded with satisfaction by the people o f this 
county, and as simply an act o f justice to innoceiit and 
bona fide owners o f the said lands.

In testimony whereof, I  have here placed my hand 
and caused the seal o f the said county court to be affixed 
hereto, this nineteenth day o f January, A. D. 1876, at 
the city o f Santa Barbara, in the county and State afore
said.

% F. J. M AGUIRE,
County Judge.

Attest:

By John Janssens, Deputy Clerk.
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EXHIBITS.
No. 1.

U N ITE D  STATES L A N D  OFFICE.

A lfred James, W. H averstick,
Register. Receiver.

Los A n g e l e s , C a l ., January 11 ih, 1876.

Messrs. Mullan and H yde,
No. 504 Jackson St., San Francisco.

G e n t l e m e n  : I  "hereby certify that the following des
cribed land is free from any claim, as shown by the rec

ords of this office, to w it:

S. W.4 of S. w.4 sec. 2..............................Tp. 5 N. R. 32 W.; S. B. M.
Lots 1 and 2, and S. E.4 sec. 5................. “
N. E.4, and E2 of S. E.4 “ 8....y........• “
N. W.4 of S. E.4 and lot 4, sec. 8.............. “
Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4, sec. 17...................— • ** “
E.2 of N. E.4. and N. E.4 of S. E.4, sec. 17. “
Lots 1, 2 and 3, sec. 20............................ “
W.2, N. W.4 and S. E.4 of N. W.4, sec. 11.. “
S. W.4 and S. W.4 of S. E.4, sec. 11..............“ “
All of secs. 3, 4, 9 and 10.........................
« “ 14, 15, 16, 21, 22 and 23....v... “
Sections 14, 15, 22, 23...............................*4< (t
EJ and S. W.J, sec. 16.............................. (( <{
And Ni and S. E.i, sec. 21 .................... . T 9o,>,

And that the Plat of said Township was filed in this office June 2Stb,

1873, and March 2d, 1874.
Respectfully,

ALFRED JAMES,
Register.

Unsurveyed.

$



No. 2.
H. G. R ollins, Duncan McN ee, Chas. Ii. Chamberlain, 

Register. Clerk. Receiver.
All letters, etc., pertaining to the business of the office should be ad

dressed to the “ U. S. Land Office, Post Office Box No. 2223.” 
Be particular to describe the land you write about, by Section 

or parts of Section, Township and Range.

U N ITE D  STATES LA N D  OFFICE,

506 Jackson Street, (up stairs,)
San F rancisco, Cal., January 26th, 1876.

I  hereby certify that there is no claim of any kind to 
any portion o f the public land described as the SJ of SJ, 
sec. 27; N E |  of N E J, SJ of N E J  arid SE^-, sec. 33; 
all o f sec. 34, and all o f sec. 35, lot 4, SJ o f S WJ and 
S W i  o f S EJ, o f sec. 26, T. 6 N. R., 32 W ., S. B. M .; 
and I  further certify that the township plat was filed in 
this office August 8th, 1872.

H. G. RO LLINS, 
Register.

[Exhibit “A.” ]

ESPEDENTE.

Promondo por et Crudadana Miguel Cordero en pretencion del 
parage nambrado las Cruces.

137.

Sor G a h e r n a d o r

Miguel Cordero de este vecuredad ante V. S. con el 
respeto devido y conferme á omi dro, combengo, d igo ; 
que con el abjeto de dedicarme al Ínter esante ramo de 
la agricultura pr. hallarne poseedor de algim numero de 
vienes de campo tengo presente qe. para este fin con
forme á las leyes de colonización debo de denjir me á Y . 
S. como lo hago en solicitud del paraje nombrado las
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Cruces; este terreno avunque ha pertinacido a la~ ex- 
mission de Sta. Ines, se halla a la pha, desocupado, y el 
cetado establecimiento no lo necesita, por tal motero lo 
creo colonizable y sin atro impedi ruto á impediera su 
adjudicación elli edad abanzada mis mentos contracdos 
á el Sero, de las Amas y oteos muy notorios sou las que 
mi impelsu dirijir esta representación acompenada con 
el correspondunte diseño.

Portanto, A . V . S. Suplico se siena acceder como 
pido su que receivre gracea admitendo esta en papel 
conecur pt. mo haber del Sello correspondente.

Jurando lo necessario.

Sta. Barbary, Mayo 2 de 1837.

A  ruego del interesado.

JOSÉ DE L A  G UERRA Y  CARR ILLO .

Sta Barbara, Mayo 7, de 1837.
Ynforme el Y .

Ayuntamiento de esta Municipalidad si el interesado 
en esta instancea abteeve todos los requisitos legales pa. ' 
ser atendidado en su solicitud; si el terreno ql. pretende 
prude adjudicarse en colonización conforme a la ley.

Evacuadas estas informes voluera el espedente al Go- 
bero, pa. su resolución.

Alvarado.

* Y . A .

La Comisión a quieu V. S. se ha serudo confiar pa. 
que dectanione sobre el Espedente que forma la solicitud 
del Cno. Miguel Cordero en pretencion del parage nom
brado las Cruces en obserbancia del deereto del Gdno. 
de pha. 10 de Mayo expone ql. el interesado obtiene 
todos los requisitos legales para ser atendido en la solici
tud ; que el terreno que pretende se halla cuveerto de 
Cruces del mesmo solicitantes y  en estado de adjudicarse



64

. 430 ND
PAGE - 355..

en colonización conforme a la ley de 18 de Agosto de 
1824 y reglamento de Nobiember de 1828, pbes anque 
se ha conocido por de la pertinacia de la ex-mision de 
Sta. Ynes se halla a la vez sin la occupacion necessaria 
de dha Misión, y por consiquente en estado de adjudi
carse conforme a las Leyes citadas.

El que representa es Crudno. Mexicano amestado, 
tiene buena conducta y bienes con que poblarlo. Por lo 
que se hace acreedor a ser amparado por la ley, 37 por las 
consideraciones del gobernó á quien representa. Por 
tanto ofrece la comisión á la deliveracion de Y . S. la 
segúrente proposición.

Puede el gobernó adjudicar al Cno. Miguel Cordero 
el perage nombrado ias Cruces. Santa Barbara, Mayo 
10, de 1837.

P A B LO  Y  AN EG AS.
SAN T IA G O  BURKE.

En sesión de hoy aprobó el Y . A . la proposición del 
dutamen antecedente cuelva el expediente al gob’no pa. 
sa resolución. Ut sup'ra.

Diego Alvera.
A . F A L D A  DEL SEAETANO , 
R AM O N  YALD E Z .

Santa Barbara, Mayo 11, de 1837.

Yista la petición con que da principio este espediento, 
el informe del Y . A . y todo lo que ver eonnemo, de con
formidad con lo despuesto pt. las leyes y reglanentos de 
la materia, se declara al Cno. Miguel Cordero dueño su 
propiedad del terreno conocedo con el nomlose de las 
Cruces, demarcado en el diseno que acompaño a su sotia- 
ted, y bajo los linderos que sue el espeesan, sujetándose
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a las condiciones que prerrene la ley de 18 de Agosto, de 
1824, y reglamento de 21st de Noviembre de 1828.
Librese el despacho correspondiente, tomase razón ser 
el libro respectuo, y dhágase este esp’dte a la ex’ma dep- 
utacion p’r su debroa apobacion en cuyo caso el intere
sado a quien se hará saber este decreto presentará nueva
mente su titulo p’a que se le nevalide. Asi el Sor D.
Juan B. Alvarado, gobernador int’o del estado presidente 
de la exrna deputacione del mismo lo decreto, mandó y 
firmó de que voy fé.

% J U A N  B. AD VERAD O ,
V IC TO R  PRUDON,

Sno. Info.

La comisión de terrenos validos impuesta del espedi
ente pumouido por el cuidadano Miguel Cordero en 
sotiutud del parage nombrado las cruces mo encuenda 
inconnernente alguna para que se conceda consecunte a 
su pretencion, por lo que la eoncluga, pomendo a la de- 
leveracion de V. E. los siguantes proposisiones :

1 a. Se consede al ciudadano Miguel Cordero el parage 
nombrado las Cruces por obtener los requesetos que per- 
rene la ley de 18 de Agosto de 1824, y el art’o del regla- 
mentó de 21 de Nov’bre, de 1828.

Santa Barbara, May 18, 1837.
JOSÉ R. E STR AD A, 
F R A N ’CO J. A L V A R A O .

Santa Barbara, May 18th, 1837. 

En sesión de hoy se le dispensaron los tramdes de la 
proposición del dictamen que antecede y fui aprobada 
por magoria absoluta de votas.

AN TO N IO  B U E LN A , Prest.
JOSÉ MA. CO VARRUBEAS, Srio.

9



66355
1845.— Posesión Judicial en favor de Don Miguel Cordero 

del parage Nombrado las Cruces.

Sr. alcalde I o de Sta. Barbara, Miguel Cordero, 
Veceno de este Punto ante la justificación de Y. compar- 
esco y digo, qe habiendo obtenedo la concesión en pro- 
priedad del terreno conocedo con el nombre de las Cruces 
por justo titulo espedido su mi favor por el Sup’or Gob’no 
Departmental, A. Y . suplico se surba darme la posesión 
juridica de estelo con arreglo a otro titulo y diseño res
pectiva cugos documentos acompaño surrendóse admitir 
esta instancia en papel coman por no haber del sello que 
corresponde. Juro no proceder de malecia.

Santa Barbara, Octu’re 30, de 1845.

M IG U EL CORDERO.

Santa Barbara, Octu’re 31, de 1845.

En virtud del antecedente sotiutud procedase por mi 
el presente Alcalde a la medecion senalamiente de lin
deras y posesión juridical del terreno de las Cruces que 
soliceta el interesado en este espediente con arreglo a los 
documentos que acompanid señalando para efectuarlo el 
dia dos del proc’mo Notre para lo que se sitiran con 
votelas de comparendo a los colendantes asi yo el Alcalde 
I o lo mande decrete y,firmé actuando por receptoría cue 
testigos de asistencia por falta de escribando nacional y 
publico de que doy fé.

N IC O LA S  A . DEN.
Asist’a R A Y M ’DO C ARR ILLO .
Asist’a JOSÉ M A. ORTEGA.

En la f  hta, presente D, Miguel Cordero se le notifico
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el anto que antecede y de el enterado dejo que hoye y se 
da por citada y lo fermo y los de mi asist’a doy fe.

N IC O LAS  A . DEN.
Ast’a R A Y M ’DO C ARR ILLO . 

Asis’ta JOSÉ M. ORTEGA.

En la misma fha, se libraron los volelos que nuanda 
el proner proveido y para que coreste por delegencia lo 
rubrique.

[ r u b r ic a . ]  ^

En el Rancho de las Cruces a los dos dias del mes de 
Nobre de mil ochocientos cuarenta y c u íc o  en conplem’to 
de la cita librada a los colendantes del espresado Rancho, 
Concurrió D. Raym’do Carrillo, el Mayordomo de S. Ju- 
lianrGegorio López, por Don José Norrega,yD. Fran’co 
Cota, y entendidas de que se habia aproseder a la medición 
señalam’to de linderos y posesión en favor de M ig ’l Cor- 
eero, dejeron que das entendidos y para constancia lo 
fermaron conmego y los de mi asst’ ta de que doy fé.

N IC O LA S  A. DEN.
Asst’a R A Y M ’DO CARR ILLO .

Asist’a JOSÉ M. ORTEGA.
F R A N ’CO COTA.
GREGORIO LOPEZ.

En sequeda you el Inez de estos Autos nombro por 
medidor en la presente posesión a los cuedadano Man
uel Domínguez y el Neófito Veuedito quienes pebia la 
asceptacion y juramento, prosederan el desempeño de su 
eneergo y para constancia lo pongo por diligencia, q’e 
ferino con los de mi asist’a de que doy fé.

N IC O LAS  A . DEN.
Asist’a R A Y M ’DO CARR ILLO .
Asist’a JOSÉ M. ORTEGA.
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En la fecha y en el espresado rancho se los notifico 
el anto q’e antecede al cnedadano Manuel Domínguez y 
neofite Venedito y entendidos de el dejeron q’e asehtan 
y aseptaban d’ho, eneergo de niedidoresy peraron por dios 
Atro S’r, y una señal de cruz de usarlo fielmente y le- 
qalmente a todo su bar saber y entender sin dolo ni 
frande contra persona alquua y lo signaron con una cruz 
por no saber escribir ante me y los de mi asist’a de que 
doy fó.

N ICO LAS A. DEN.
Asist’a JOSÉ M. ORTEGA.
Asist’a R A Y M ’DO C ARR ILLO .

M A N ’L  DOMINGUEZ. X.
YEND ITO . X.

Yucontmente yo el referido Alcalde miandé traet a 
mi presencia un cordel de mecate y reata con que se an 
de medir las tierras de d’ho rancho y q’e los medidores 
eo midan de a cencuenta reras, lo que firmo cen los de 
mi asistencia, doy fé.

N IC O LAS  A . DEN.
Asist’a R A Y M ’DO CARRILLO .
Asist’a JOSÉ MA. ORTEGA.

En sequeda yen  presencia de mi el expresado Alcalde, 
los medidores mencunados tómame un cordel compresto 
de reata y mecate y con una ñera de medir usual meje- 

, cana nredieron crucuenta veras para bacet la repetida 
medición y para que conste lo rubrique.

[ R u b r ic . ]

En la mesma fha, siendo como las muelee de la 
manana, en el espresado Rancho yon dtio, Alcalde para 
proseder a la medición de tierra que se hau de haser a
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D. Miguel Cordero, maude a los míe dedores nombrados 
se pongau detias de su casa, y puestos en decho lugar se 
cornenso la medida tendiendo el cordel nimbo al oesta 
ha sta el lindero de D. Francisco Cota, y se medieron 
dos cruntos cordeles de á concuenta veras: en sesruda 
se prosegnio la mededa desele el Portesulo de San Juli
án, hasta la Cuchilla de Nojoqui, y de esta Rembo al sur 
a la Puerta de la Gabiota y Se medieron sien cordeles de 
á concuenta varas por lo que deciaron dhos medidores 
tener el espresado rancho de la Cruz dos lequas de largo 

*y  un de ancho accempenado a este Espediente el diseño 
que figura el terneno memacunado y para constancea lo 
forme por auto con los testigos de mi asesta, de ql. doy 
fé.

N IC H O LAS  A . DEN,
Asist’a R A Y M ’DO C AR R ILLO , 
Asist’a JOSÉ M. ORTEGA.

En el refendo rancho de las Cruces y su el mesmo dia, 
mes y año D. Miguel Cordero reesino del Puerto de Sta 
Barbara, acompañado del Alcalde y testigos de Asist’a. 
de estos antos, dijo ; que habiéndose medido las tierras 
de este rancho segron consta su el anto anterior, tomaba 
y toma la herdadera y corporal posecion de dtias tierras 
medidas pues le pertenesen por justo titulo que obtiene 
de la concesión ql. de ellas le biso el Sup’or. Gob’no del 
Departamento entró y pasó por ellas arrancó Urbac es
parció puñados de tierra rompio ramas de los arboles e 
hiso otras danostracunes y actos de posesión en señal q’l. 
la q’ l dejo tomada de dicha tierras y yo dicho Alcalde 
mandé que de solé entouces lo tubieran y reconocieran 
por Cordadero Señor y posedor de ella.

De todo lo espaesto pedio decho D. Miguel Cordero 
que para memoria en lo haudero y conserbacion de sus
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directros le fuese estendido por mi el repetido Alcalde 
una constancea, y lo ferino y los de mi asst’a. de que doy 
fe.

F IC H O LA S  A. DEN,
Asst’a R AYM U N D O  CARR ILLO , 
Asst’a JOSE M ’A . ORTEGA.

O f f ic e  o f  t h e  S u r v e y o r , G e n e r a l ,

Of the United States, fo r California.

I, J a s  T. S t r a t t o n , Surveyor General of the United 
States for the State of .California, and as such, having in 
my office, and in my charge and custody, a portion o f 
the Archives of the former Spanish and Mexican Territory, 
or Department o f Upper California, as also the papers of 
the late Board of Commissioners to ascertain and settle 
the private land claims in California; by virtue of the 
power vested in me by law, do hereby certify, that the 12 
preceeding and hereunto annexed pages, numbered from 
one to twelve, inclusive, exhibit a true, full and correct 
copy of the original Espediente of the grant to Miguel 
Cordero of the Rancho of Las Cruces, together with the 
record o f juridical possession thereof, and that expediente 
is numbered and entered on JiminosIndex, “ No. 137,”  and 
now on file in this office, and in my custody; that I  have 
carefully compared the same with said original, and that 
the same is a correct transcript therefrom, and of the 
whole o f such original.

In  testimony whereof', I  have hereunto signed my name 
officially, and caused my seal o f office to be affixed, at 
the city pf San Francisco, this 7th day of January, 1875.

JAM ES T. STR ATTO N , [ s e a l . ]

U. *S'. Surveyor General, fo r California.
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Exhibit “ B.”

TRANSLATION OF ESPEDIENTE. 

PROCE*EDINGS

Instituted by the citizen Miguel Cordero, ‘petitioning fo r the 
place named Las Cruces.

137.
To His E x c e l l e n c y , t h e  G o v e r n o r  :

I, Miguel Cordero, o f this vicinity, before your excel
lency, with due respect, appear and say: That, being de
sirous o f devoting myself to agriculture, since I  am the 
owner o f a considerable amount of stock, and being 
aware that, under the laws ot colonization, I  must apply 
to your honor, as I  do, asking for a grant of the place 
named “ Las Cruces.”  This tract ot land, although it 
has belonged to the ex-mission o f Santa Ines, is at pres
ent unoccupied, and the said mission does not need the 
same. Wherefore I  think that the same is in a condi
tion to be colonized, and I  think there is nothing to pre
vent the said place from being granted.

My old age, and the military services I  have given to 
the country, impel me to make this petition to your 
honor.

Wherefore I  pray your honor to be pleased to grant 
my petition, admitting this on common paper, for want 
o f sealed paper.

S a n t a  B a r b a r a , May 2d, 1837.

A t  the request o f the petitioner.

JOSÉ BE L A  G U E R RA Y  CARR ILLO .

S a n t a  B a r b a r a , May 7th, 1837. 
Let the Illustrious Ayuntamiento of this municipality 

report i f  the petitioner herein possesses such as entitles*
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him to be heard on his petition, i f  the land he petitions 
for can be granted in colonization.

And when these proceedings shall have been taken, 
let this espediente be returned to the Governor for his 
determination.

A LV A R A D O .

To t h e  I l l u s t r io u s  A y u n t a m i e n t o  :

The committee to which was referred the petition o f 
Miguel Cordero for the place of Las Cruces, in obedience 
to the decree of the 10th o f May, have the honor to re
port: That the petitioner possesses such requisites as 
entitle him to be heard, on his petition ; that the land 
for which he petitions is occupied by the stock that he 
owns, and that the same is in a condition to be granted 
in colonization, under the law of the 18th of August, 
1824, and the regulations of the 21st o f November, 1828; 
for although this place has been considered as belonging 
to the mission of Santa Ines, this mission does not now 
occupy the same, wherefore it is in a condition to be 
granted under said laws; that the petitioner is a Mexi
can citizen, a man of good character, and has the means 
necessary to stock said place. Wherefore the committee 
offer, for the consideration o f your Honor, the following 
proposition:

That the Government can adjudicate to the citizen, 
Miguel Cordero, the place named “  Las Cruces.”

S a n t a  B a r b a r a , May 10, 1837.
P A B LO  VORREGAS, 
S A N T IA G O  BURK.

In the session of to-day, the Illustrious Ayuntamiente 
approved the foregoing report and ordered the Expedi-
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ente to be returned to the Governor for its determina
tion.

Date as above.
DIEGO O LIVE R  A ,

In  the absence of
the Secretary, R a m o n  V a l d e s «

S a n t a  B a r b a r a , May 11, 1837.

In view o f the petition with which this espediente 
commences ; the report of the Illustrious Ayuntamiento, 
with all other matters necessary to be considered, in ac
cordance with the laws and regulations on the subject, 
the citizen, Miguel Cordero, is declared owner in «prop
erty o f the tract o f land known by the name of Las 
Cruces, as the same is shown by the accompanying map 
(diseño), and with the boundaries set forth; subject to 
the conditions o f the law of the 18th of August, 1824, 
and the regulations of the 21st of November, 1828. Let 
the corresponding title issue ; let registry be made there
o f in the corresponding book, and let this Espediente 
be directed to the Most Excellent Deputation for its ap
proval, and in case the same be approved, the interested 
party, who shall be notified o f the same, shall present 
his title anew, that the same may be revalidated.

Thus I, the Señor Don Juan B. Alvarado, Governor 
ad interim of the State, and President of the Most Ex
cellent Deputation, thus ordered, decreed, and signed, to 
which I  certify.

J U A N  B. A L V A R A D O , 
V IC TO R  PRAD O N,

Sec’y ad interim.

The committee on vacant lands, having examined the
expediente instituted by the citizen Miguel Cordero, pe-10
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titioning for the place named u Las Cruces,”  find no ob
jection to the making of said concession, wherefor, the 
committee by submitting for the consideration of your 
excellency the following proposition :

1st. There is conceded to the citizen, Miguel Cordero, 
the place named “  Las Cruces,”  since he possesses such 
requisites as are demanded by the law ot the 18th of 
August, 1824, and October 5th, of the regulations of the 
21st o f November, 1828.

Santa Barbara, May 18th, 1837.
JOSÉ R. E STR AD A , 
FRANCISCO  I. A L V A R A D O .

Santa Barbara, May 18th, 1837. 
In the session o f to-day the foregoing* report was ap

proved :
A N TE R N O  B U E LN A , 
JOSÈ Ma COV ORRUBIAS.

1845.
Juridical possession in favor of Don Miguel Cordero of the 

place named “  Las Cruces.”
To the 1st A lcalde o f  Santa Barbara :

I, Miguel Cordero, a resident o f this place, before 
your Honor, respectfully represent, that having obtained 
the concession of the place known by the name of Las 
Cruces by a just title issued to me by the Departmental 
Government, I  pray your Honor to give me juridical 
possession of said place in accordance with the respective 
title and diseño; being pleased to admit this petition on 
common paper, for want o f the corresponding sealed 
paper, making the necessary oath.

Santa Babara, October 30th, 1845.
M IG UEL CORDERO.
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Santa Barbara, October Mstf 1845.

In compliance with the foregoing*petition, X, the pres
ent Alcalde, shall proceed to the measurement, and giv
ing juridical possession o f the land of Las Cruces as 
asked for by the petitioner in this expediente, in accord
ance with the documents accompanying the same, ap
pointing for this purpose the 2d day o f November next, 
that the adjoining land owners may be summoned to ap
pear and be present on that occasion. Thus, I, the 1st 
Alcalde, ordered, decreed and signed, with the assisting 
witnesses, with whom I  act, in the absence o f a notary 
public, to which I  attest.

N IC O LAS  A . BEN.
Ass’t REYM ONBO CORRILLO.
Ass’t JOSÉ M ’A  O RTEGA.

A t the same date, Bon Miguel Cordero being present, 
he was notified o f the foregoing order ; which he said he 
heard and admitted citation, signing with me and the 
assisting witnesses, to which I  certify.

N IC O LAS  A . BEN.
Ass’t R A Y M U N B O  C AR R ILLO , 
Ass’t JOSÉ M. ORTEGA.

A t the same date the citations were issued as directed 
in the foregoing order, in witness whereof, I  sign with 
my rubric.

[Rubric.]

On the Rancho of Las “  Cruces,”  on the 2d day o f the 
month of November, 1845, in compliance with the cita
tions issued, appeared the citizens Colindantes, o f this 
Rancho, Bon Raymundo Carrillo, the Magordomo of 
San Julian, Gregorio Lopex, for Bon José Noriega, and
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Don Francisco Cota; and being informed that I  was 
going to measure the Rancho of Miguel Cordero, they 
said that they understood the same, signing with me and 
the assisting witnesses, to which I  certify:

N IC O LA S  A . DEN,
Assis’ t R A YM U N D O  C A R R ILLO , 
Assis’t JOSÉ M. ORTEGA.

"Whereupon, I, the judge, appointed as measurers, the 
citizen Manuel Domingues and the Neophyte Yenedito, 
who, after having accepted said appointment and made 
the necessary oath, shall proceed to the discharge o f their 
duty; in witness whereof, I  sign with the assisting wit
nesses.

N IC O LA S  A . DEN.
Ass’t R A YM U N D O  C A R R ILLO , 
Ass’t JOSÉ M. ORTEGA.

A t the same date and on the said Rancho, the citizen, 
Manuel Dominguez, and the Neophyte Yenedito, were 
notified o f their appointment as measurers; whereupon, 
they said that they accepted said appointment, making 
the necessary oath that they would -discharge their duty 
as such measurers, legally and faithfully, according to 
the best of their understanding and ability7, without fraud 
or deceit against any one whatever, making the sign of 
the cross, because they could not write, to which I  attest.

N IC O LAS  A. DEN.
Ass’t R A YM U N D O  C A R R ILLO , 
Ass’t JOSÉ M. ORTEGA.

M A N ’L  DOMINGUES, X . V E N ID ITO , X.

Whereupon, I, the said Alcalde, ordered a cord to be 
brought into my presence with which to measure said
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lands, and that the measurers should measure the same 
to the length of fifty varas ; signing with the assisting 
witnessses, to which I  attest.

N IC O LAS  A . DEN.
Ass’t R AYM U N D O  C A R R ILLO ,
Asst JOSÉ Ma. ORTEGA.

Whereupon, in my presence, the said measurers took a 
cord, and with a vara o f the usual Mexican measure, 
they measured off’ fifty varas for the purpose o f making 
the said measurements.

In witness whereof, I  sign with my rubric.

[Rubric.]

A t the same date, it being about nine o’clock in the 
morning, on the said Rancho, I, the said Alcalde, for 
the purpose of proceeding to the measurement o f the 
lands of Miguel Cordero, ordered the measurers to place 
themselves to the hack of the house (o f Cordero); and, 
being at that place, the measurements were commenced 
bv running the line to the wrest as far as the boundaries 
o f Francisco Cota, to which point were measured two 
hundred cords of fifty varas ; whereupon the measure
ments were continued from the portesuela o f San Julian 
as far as the cueehilla of Nojoqui, and from this point to 

'the south as far as the puerta o f Gabiota, to which point 
were measured one hundred cords of fifty varas. Where
upon the said measurers said that the said Rancho was 
twTo leagues in length and one league in width, as shown 
by the diseno in the espediente.

In witness whereof, I  sign with the assisting witnesses.
N IC O LA S  A . DEN.

Ass’t R AYM U N D O  CARR ILLO . 
Ass’ t JOSÉ M. ORTEG A.
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On the said Rancho o f Las Cruces, and on the same 
day, month, and year, Don Miguel Cordero, a resident 
o f the port of Santa Barbara, in company with the 
Alcalde and the assisting witnesses; he said, that the 
lands o f this Rancho, having been measured, as shown 
by the foregoing proceedings, he took the true and cor
poral possession of the said lands, since they belonged to 
him by the just title, which was issued to him by the su
perior government of the department. He entered upon 
and passed over said lands, pulling up herbage and scat
tering handfuls of earth, breaking branches of trees, and 
making other demonstrations, as a sign of the possession, 
which he said he took, o f said land. Whereupon I, the 
said Alcalde, ordered that, from that time forth, he 
should be considered as the owner and possessor o f the 
same.

O f all o f which the said Miguel Cordero asked a tes
timony, for the future security o f his rights, which I, the 
said Alcalde, gave, signing the same with the assisting 
witnesses.

N IC O LAS  A . DEN.
Assist. R AYM U N D O  C ARR ILLO .
Assist. JOSÉ Ma. O RTEG A.

Affidavit of R. C. Hopkins.
I, R. C. Hopkins, being duly sworn, depose and say: 

That I  am familiar with the Spanish‘ language, and with 
the law's, usages, and customs o f the governments o f 
Spain and Mexico in making grants o f land in California, 
which familiarity has been acquired by many years of 
experience as keeper o f the Spanish archives in the office 
o f the U. S. Surveyor General for California, which 
archives contain the original records o f grants o f land 
made by the said Spanish and Mexican governments of 
California.
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I  further certify, that the foregoing is a correct trans
lation o f an original record o f a grant of land made by 
the Governor o f California to one Miguel Cordero o f a 
place or Rancho called “  Las Cruces.”

I  further certify, that I  am familiar with the hand
writings and signatures found in the original document, 
o f which the foregoing is a translation ; that I  have care
fully examined said handwritings and signatures, and 
that the same are genuine, and that the said record o f 
grant and of juridical possession, accompanying the same, 
are in every respect genuine documents, and that said 
documents constitute what would have been considered 
a perfect grant under the Mexican government o f Cali
fornia.

And I  further certify, that I  am familiar with the sec
tion o f country in which said tract of land is located, and 
that the boundaries o f the same can without difficulty be 
ascertained from the calls of the title papers, and the 
diseno, or map, accompanying the same.

R. C. HOPKINS.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2d day o f 
February, A . D. 1876.

[seal.] J. A . ROBINSON,
U. S. Commissioner.

D E PA R TM E N T  OF TH E IN TE R IO R , 

General Land Office,

. Washington, D. C., March lstf, 1876.

I, L. K. L ippincott, Acting Commissioner o f the 
General Land Office, do hereby certify that the annexed 
from page one to one hundred and twenty-five, inclusive,
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is a true and literal exemplication o f certain papers on 
file in this office, in the matter o f the alleged private 
land claim in the State o f California known as the Ran
cho Las Cruces.

In  testimony whereof, I  have hereunto subscribed my 
name, and caused the seal o f this office to be affixed at 
the city o f Washington, on the day and year above writ
ten.

[SEAL.] L. K. LIPPESTCOTT,
Acting Commissioner of General Land Office.


