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Transcript

No. 251
Heirs of M. West, deed For a place called San
VS Miguel 1n the County of
The United States Sonoma containing Six

square leagues

In this case the petitioners have presented and offered in
evidence a traced copy of an espediente asking for a Grant
for a league and a half of land supposed to be part of

the place above named and also a traced copy from the
archives of a Grant issued In pursuance of said espediente

by M. Jimeno then acting governor, the copy of the espediente
bearing date the 30th day of October and that of the Grant
the 2nd day of November 1840 for one and a half league of
land.

Also a document that purports to be an original es-
pediente an additional Grant for the piece of land above
named and also what purports to be the usual formal pre-
liminary proceedings preceding the issue of a Grant and
also what purports to be a Grant from Governor Micheltorena
for the place by i1ts name dated the 14th day of October 1844
and calling for six leagues of land.

The second espediente alleges that there were numerous
errors in the first Grant and asks the issue of the second
for the purpose of correcting said errors but does not
show what the errors consisted.

There is no proof of the existence of the first alleged
grant except the fact that a copy of it appears on file in

the archives of state and in the absence of any proof of



the authority [end of page one] of the Grant we do not
feel disposed to give i1t any weight as evidence of title
in the alleged Grantee.

The genuineness of the supposed Grant of the date
of 1844 of Micheltorena i1s called iIn question by the Law
Agent which weeare called upon to determine from the docu-
ments In the case.

M. G. Vallejo a witness iIn the case on iInspection of
the documents says he is well acquainted with the handwriting
of all the persons whose names appear on the documents and
says they are all genuine and that the whole document is
original and genuine.

José de la Rosa also a witness on the part of the
petitioners swears that the signatures and rubrics of
Micheltorena, Jacob P. Leese, and Jimeno are all genuine
says that the handwriting in the body of the first and
second petition are in the handwriting of Victor Prudon
and the body of the marginal decree on the first page
iIs in the handwriting of Micheltorena thinks the handwriting
on the body of the 9th page is that of Rafael Sanchez.

Victor Prudon also a witness for the petitioners
states that the signatures and rubrics of Micheltorena
and Guerra on the first page are genuine and the signature
of Jacob P. Leese and Micheltorena are also genuine but
the rubrics of Micheltorena and Guerra under the heading
on the 9th page look different from these and does not
think them genuine thinks the signature of Micheltorena
on the tenth page to be genuine but does not think the

& At



signature [end of page two] of Jimeno on the 11th page to
he genuine Witnhess says that the hody of the contents of
pages 5 6 & 7 was written by him The marginal decree on
the first page witness thinks was written by one Casta-
fieda an officer in the army who was sometimes employed iIn
the office of the governor to write and he thinks signed
by Micheltorena.

J. J. Warner a witness on the part of the Government
says that during the time Micheltorena was Governor he
saw him and Jimeno his secretary write was well acquainted
with their handwriting.

Thinks the order on the margin of the first page is
written by the same person with the same pen and by the
same person and at the same time does not believe the
marginal is the handwriting of Micheltorena nor the sig-
nature but the signature resembles his more than the main
body of the writing has no hesitation In saying that the
marginal order is not his.

Dont think the rubrics of either Micheltorena or
Pablo de la Guerra on the first page i1s genuine does not
believe the signatures of either Micheltoréna on the clo-
sing page to what purports to be the Grant iIn said document
to be genuine.

Pablo de la Guerra a witness for the government swears
that the rubric on the first page purporting to be his
iIs not his and dont think he ever made it is well acquain-

ted with the signatures of all the balance and does not



think them genuine nor the rubrics From the testimony

in this case we are led to the conclusion [end of page 4]
that the document upon which the claim is based is iIn its
main parts a forgery in addition to the testimony of the
witnesses who testified as to their opinions as to the
genuineness of the documents we have testimony of fJ .M. ]
Huspeth in relation to conversation which he had with
West the alleged grantee in which West said to witness

& short time before his death that he never had but the
one grant and that for a league and a half.

That he had made out an application for another grant
covering the six leagues and that the person to whom he
sent it to the governor never delivered it that he died
and the papers were lost.

That part of the document which purports to be the
grant and the signature of Jimeno on the 11th page of said
we have no hesitancy in saying is a forgery.

From the proofs before us and on comparing the same
with the various documents before us bearing the same
signatures the genuineness of which there is no doubt the
claim we think is not valid and a decree will be entered
rejecting the same.

(Rejected)
Filed in the office April 24, 1855

Signed Geo. Fisher
Secretary

Recorded in the record of decisions volume 2 page 6c33
Signed

Geo. Fisher, Secretary
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT,

San Francisco, /s 18

ON this day, before a
Commissioner of the United States for the Northern Districtsof California, duly

authorized to administer oaths, &e., &c., came

cJMiLe t </ 0 a witness produced on behalf of the

fab

in Case No. 386 , being an appeal from the Board of Commissioners to ascer-

tain and settle the Private Land Claims in the State of California, in Case
No. @? the Docket of the said Board ot Commissioners, and was duly
sworn and testified as follows — Uilu m milHfuUping injugmtod by
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT),)

San Francisco

ON this day, U'tonCU-" Y 'n - :
Commissioner of the United States for the Northern District of California, dulv
authorized to administer oaths, &c., &c., came("y5?

a witness produced on behalf of the

in Case Noa-* X *?Dbeing an iippeaHrom the Board of Commissioners to ascer-

tain and settle the Private Land Claims in the State of California, in Case
JSTo.M~/ on the Docket of the said Board of Commissioners, and was duly
sworn and testified as follows — hia-e"kknee -being -ntorprctod-by

-ftrswom interpreter
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UNITE]) STATES DISTRICT COUET,

PAGE 9.7 San Francisco, Ly

ON this day, before a
Commissioner of the United States for the Northern District of California, duly

authorized to administer oaths, &c., &c., came
DG m « witness produced on behalf of the

(oeuxvrtZzfrTtcZiAr

in Case No. being an appeal from the Board of Commissioners to ascer-
tain and settle the Private Land Claims in the State of California, in Case
No. <¢¢7 on the Docket of the said Board of Commissioners, and was duly

sworn and testified as follows — nir oyirimrt firing NMNIUED 13,

a-snom. ,nerpreter— -

Present :

QUESTIONMBT ¢ {
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At a Stated Term of the District Court of the
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, for the Northern District of

California, held at the Court Room, injhe City ofSAN Francisco,

on t"e day of

in the year of our Lord one thousand

N

sight hundred and fiftyjevon-, g"e-"

The Honorable OGDEN HOFFMAN, District Judge.
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held at the in the City of San Francisco,
the day of

in the year of our Lord one thousand!
eight hundred and fifty-

The Honorable OGDEN HOFFMAN, District Judge; -
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-|-3 3 STATES OF AMERICA, for the Northern District of Cali-
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The Honorable OGDEN HOFFMAN, District Judge.



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

Northern District of California.
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Northern District ot* California.

THE PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES OP AMERICA,
To the Marshal of the United States for the Northern District

of California,

GREETING:—
W hereas, objection has been made to the official survey and location of the land
finally c~Mftrmed, incase X 0.ii™ ", to r known as
A, , and situated in the County
of. .. in said District.

Now Therefore you are hereby Commanded, in the name of the President of the
United States of America, to give due notice to all parties having, or claiming to have, an
interest in such survey and location, that they be and appear before the District Court
of the United States for said District, sitting in Land Cases, on or before Wednesday,
the.<*2/~C"day of .. A. D. 18627at 11 o’clock, A. M. (if that day
shall be a day of jurisdiction, and if not, on or before the next Wednesday thereafter,)
then and there to intervene for the protection of such interest, or their defaults will be
taken. And what you shall have done under this writ do you then and there make

return thereon.

W itness, the Hon. OGDEN HOFFMAN, Judge of said Court, at San Francisco,
in said District, this...day of. A. D., 186



€

The* within Monition was received by me on
JL *
...the.. 'f-.day
0 funin 186Ji, and in obedience thereto
| have given due notice, as therein commanded, by causing
the publication of said notice,for...(J......... consecutive

Wednesdays, in the San Francisco Herald, commencing

on the........ /¢ if day of...._
&
-published sthe land. B
1
. @ -
ey

U, S. Marshal.

GMo.

UNLTIiED STATES DISTRICT COURT,

Northern District of California.

IN LAND OASES.

™ UNITED STATES.

L&ET

Issued. 1....186

Filed. \AH _ 186"
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PAGE.. 146 At a Stated Term of the DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, for the Northern District of Cali-
fornia, held at the Court Room, in the City of San Francisco,
on.. ... the day of

An the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty—7 7 > "'

$xwn\:
The Honorable OGDEN HOFFMAN. District Judge.
The United States,
IN LAND CASES.
V. District Court No.
Land Com. No.
And now at this day
on application ofi.....( S S S % t NC2->NT- Attorney

(M ttZz Z Z e It IS Ordwkd. that the Surveyor
General of the United States for California return into this Court, on or before Wednes-
day; the day of LA D). 186%f2 Jdiis
Official sUWey iKPlat of tim j~~finally confirmed in the above entitled cause, known
ag /and situated in the County
of _ in said District; And it is further Or-
dered, that the United States Marshal for this District serve upon the said Surveyor

General, without delay, a certified copy of this order, and make due return hereon.



39vd
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ejPresat :
The Honorable OGDEN HOFFMAN, District Judge.



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

Northern District of California.

- 186*2n



326 ND
PAGE .. .1-5.0-

SS.

Northern District of* California. J

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
To the Marshal of the United States for the Northern District

of California,

GREETING:—

Whereas, objection has been made to the official survey and location of the land

i“pgpfiimed, in>a> No. A" 2" ;to known as

, and situated in the County
0 f S a i d District.

Now Therefore you are hereby Commanded, in the name of the President of the
United States of America, to give due notice to all parties having, or claiming to have, an
interest in such survey and location, that they be and appear before the District Court
of the United States fo”*said District, sitting in Land Cases, on or before Wednesday,
the.4~"Tday D. 1862 r at 11 o’clock, A. M. (if that day
shall be a day of jurisdiction, and if not, on or before the next Wednesday thereafter,)
then and there to intervene for the protection of such interest, or their defaults will be
taken. And what you shall have done under this writ do you then and there make

return thereon.

Witness, the Hon. OGDEN HOFFMAN, Judge of said Court, at San Francisco,
in said District, t h i s ..dayo f A . D 186" -



The within Monition was received hy me. on

of and in obedience thereto

I have given due notice, as therein commanded, by earning

the publication of said notice,for.. J... .consecutive

Wednesdays, in the San Francisco Herald, commencing

onthe...... ?0f L dayo f

186 ; and for mL..consecutive Saturdays, in the

a paper published nearest the land, commencing on the

.£ L day of. 186 4

Dated Sian Francisco, Jp ~\V8E

U. S. Marshal.

g 4%

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT,

Northern District of California.

IN LAND OASES.

THE UNITED STATES.

Clerk.

_J2fL ND
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At a Stated Term of the DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED

326 ND STATES OF AMERICA, for the Northern District of Cali-
PAGE. . 152 fornia, held at the Court Room, in the City of San Francisco,
the. day of

hi the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty»

§7”*wnt:
The Honorable OGDEN HOFFMAN, District Judge.

The United States,

IN LAND CASES.
V. District Court No.

Land Com. No.

And now at this day
the United States Marshal having made return upon the Monition heretofore issued
in this cause, that™Jie~had given due notice as thereinAcommanded ; on motion of

Attorney for n
proclamation was made that all partie\s having, or claiming to have, an interest in the

survey and location of the land finally confirmed in the above entitled cause, appear



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
Northern District of California.

IN LAND OASES.

THE UNITED STATES,

ORDER ON RETURN OF MONITION.
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California. .
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I, SMjOtttag i~gatt, County Recorder in and for said County and State, hereby certify that the.above and foregoing
<as hereto annexed, is a true, full and correct copy of an Instrument of Record in my office, as the same appears recorded

in Liber &€ pageC ARANE-3V 4 of Sonoma County Records, now remaining

in nay custoj”™as such Recorder, B

in witness whereof | have hereunto set nay hand and affixed my official seal,

n a officer this the_

day of A. -D. \W40///6£S

'***$$£ —_ - -

, Recorder Sononut Gounttj.

nr— — - - N N

, Deputy Recorder*e
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m k |_ u In witness whereof | luge hereunto set myharid arid affixed my official seal,

at office on this thZNE ¢ ¢ E¢E¢ ¢ 2~
A D. 1$Q<7, 77 *2-
day of

Recorder Sonoma County.

intn ., Deputy Recorder.
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At a Stated Term of the DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA, for the Northern District of Cali-

326 N D fornia, held at the Court Room in the £ ity of San Francisco,
PAGE |'72_ on..vxC day of
.............. in the year of our Lord one thousand

eight hundred and sixty-

present :
The Honorable OGDEN HOFFMAN, District Judge.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

Northern District of California.

Filed A 4 A J O ' .186*5
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