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involved, and irreplaceable. 
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PREFACE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AT BERKELEY ORAL HISTORY 
SERIES 

 

The Department of History at Berkeley oral history series grew out of Gene Brucker's (Professor 
of History, 1954-1991) 1995 Faculty Research Lecture on "History at Berkeley." In developing 
his lecture on the transformations in the UC Berkeley Department of History in the latter half of 
the twentieth century, Brucker, whose tenure as professor of history from 1954 to 1991 spanned 
most of this period, realized how much of the story was undocumented.  

Discussion with Carroll Brentano (M.A. History, 1951, Ph.D. History, 1967), coordinator of the 
University History Project at the Center for Studies in Higher Education, history department 
faculty wife, and a former graduate student in history, reinforced his perception that a great deal 
of the history of the University and its academic culture was not preserved for future generations. 
The Department of History, where one might expect to find an abiding interest in preserving a 
historical record, had discarded years of departmental files, and only a fraction of history faculty 
members had placed their personal papers in the Bancroft Library.1 

Moreover, many of the most interesting aspects of the history--the life experiences, cultural 
context, and personal perceptions--were only infrequently committed to paper.2 They existed for 
the most part in the memories of the participants. 

Carroll Brentano knew of the longtime work of the Regional Oral History Office (ROHO) in 
recording and preserving the memories of participants in the history of California and the West 
and the special interest of ROHO in the history of the University. She and Gene Brucker then 
undertook to involve Ann Lage, a ROHO interviewer/editor who had conducted a number of oral 
histories in the University History Series and was herself a product of Berkeley's history 
department (B.A. 1963, M.A. 1965). In the course of a series of mutually enjoyable luncheon 
meetings, the project to document the history of the Department of History at Berkeley evolved. 

In initial discussions about the parameters of the project, during which the varied and interesting 
lives of the history faculty were considered, a crucial decision was made. Rather than conduct a 
larger set of short oral histories focused on topics limited to departmental history, we determined 
to work with selected members of the department to conduct more lengthy biographical 
memoirs. We would record relevant personal background--family, education, career choices, 
                                                 

1  The Bancroft Library holds papers from history professors Walton Bean, Woodbridge Bingham, Herbert 
Bolton, Woodrow Borah, George Guttridge, John Hicks, Joseph Levenson, Henry May, William Alfred 
Morris, Frederic Paxson, Herbert Priestley, Engel Sluiter, Raymond Sontag.  

2   Two published memoirs recall the Berkeley history department: John D. Hicks, My Life with History 
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1968) recalls his years as professor and dean, 1942-1957; Henry F. 
May reflects on his years as an undergraduate at Berkeley in the thirties in Coming to Terms (Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1987). 
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marriage and children, travel and avocations; discuss other institutional affiliations; explore the 
process of creating their historical works; obtain reflections on their retirement years. A central 
topic for each would be, of course, the Department of History at Berkeley--its governance, the 
informal and formal relationships among colleagues, the connections with the broader campus, 
and curriculum and teaching at both the graduate and undergraduate level. 

Using the Brucker lecture as a point of departure, it was decided to begin to document the group 
of professors who came to the department in the immediate postwar years, the 1950s, and the 
early 1960s. Now retired, the younger ones somewhat prematurely because of a university 
retirement incentive offer in the early nineties, this group was the one whose distinguished 
teaching and publications initially earned the Department of History its high national rating. 
They made the crucial hiring and promotion decisions that cemented the department's strength 
and expanded and adapted the curriculum to meet new academic interests. 

At the same time, they participated in campus governing bodies as the university dealt with 
central social, political, and cultural issues of our times, including challenges to civil liberties 
and academic freedom, the response to tumultous student protests over free speech, civil rights 
and the Vietnam War, and the demands for equality of opportunity for women and minorities. 
And they benefitted from the postwar years of demographic and economic growth in California 
accompanied for the most part through the 1980s with expanding budgets for higher education. 
Clearly, comprehensive oral histories discussing the lives and work of this group of professors 
would produce narratives of interest to researchers studying the developments in the discipline of 
history, higher education in the modern research university, and postwar California, as well as 
the institutional history of the University of California. 

Carroll Brentano and Gene Brucker committed themselves to facilitate the funding of the oral 
history project, as well as to enlist the interest of potential memoirists in participating in the 
process. Many members of the department responded with interest, joined the periodic lunch 
confabs, offered advice in planning, and helped find funding to support the project. In the spring 
of 1996, the interest of the department in its own history led to an afternoon symposium, 
organized by Brentano and Professor of History Sheldon Rothblatt and titled "Play It Again, 
Sam." There, Gene Brucker restaged his Faculty Research Lecture. Professor Henry F. May 
responded with his own perceptions of events, followed by comments on the Brucker and May 
theses from other history faculty, all videotaped for posterity and the Bancroft Library.3 

Meanwhile, the oral history project got underway with interviews with Delmer Brown, professor 
of Japanese history; Nicholas Riasanovsky, Russian and European intellectual history; and 
Kenneth Stampp, American history. A previously conducted oral history with Woodrow Borah, 
Latin American history, was uncovered and placed in The Bancroft Library. An oral history with 

                                                 

3   The Brucker lecture and May response, with an afterword by David Hollinger, are published in History 
at Berkeley: A Dialog in Three Parts (Chapters in the History of the University of California, Number 
Seven), Carroll Brentano and Sheldon Rothblatt, editors [Center for Studies in Higher Education and 
Institute of Governmental Studies, University of California, Berkeley, 1998]. 



 

 

xiii 

Carl Schorske, European intellectual history, is in process at the time of this writing, and more 
are in the works. The selection of memoirists for the project is determined not only by the high 
regard in which they are held by their colleagues, because that would surely overwhelm us with 
candidates, but also by their willingness to commit the substantial amount of time and thought to 
the oral history process. Age, availability of funding, and some attention to a balance in historical 
specialties also play a role in the selection order. 

The enthusiastic response of early readers has reaffirmed for the organizers of this project that 
departmental histories and personal memoirs are essential to the unraveling of some knotty 
puzzles: What kind of a place is this University of California, Berkeley, to which we have 
committed much of our lives? What is this academic culture in which we are enmeshed? And 
what is this enterprise History, in which we all engage? As one of the project instigators 
reflected, "Knowing what was is essential; and as historians we know the value of sources, even 
if they are ourselves." The beginnings are here in these oral histories. 

 

Carroll Brentano, Coordinator 
University History Project 
Center for Studies in Higher Education 

Gene Brucker 
Shepard Professor of History Emeritus 

Ann Lage, Principal Editor 
Regional Oral History Office 
Berkeley, California 
January 1998 
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INTRODUCTION TO BEVERLY BOUWSMA’S ORAL HISTORY 

Interviewer Ann Lage introduces Beverly Hancock Bouwsma as “giving us the faculty wife 
perspective on the history department.”  Bouwsma was asked to do this because those familiar 
with the “modern history” of the department—from the late 1950s to the present were sure that 
she had both the position and the ability to give us that perspective. Her position, even 
geographically, was advantageous—the Bouwsma family lived close to campus, with another 
historian across the street and two others around the block, and unlike many of her husband’s 
colleagues, the family very rarely went away from Berkeley. Meanwhile, she has had myriad 
friends, her husband moved in exalted campus circles and in the national world of the historical 
profession, and some of her children were Cal students and most had friends among the other 
departmental children. She has always known what was going on.  

Beverly likes to talk on the phone and she is very ready with food, aid, and advice—but wisely, 
only when asked.  People depend on her: she has the gift of being sympathetic but not nosy (she 
has the additional gift of laughing heartily at the foolishness of others but also at her own, so she 
will entertain you even if you don’t need her to bring over the soup). 

The broader context of this interview—the world Beverly Hancock grew up in, her reactions to 
the many new worlds that life led her into—is enlightening. Of course, the usual subjects are 
covered: childhood, young girlhood, newly and maturely married years, motherhood and mother-
in-lawhood, retirement (her husband’s and hers), but there is much more in these pages.  Indeed 
there is material for a comparative study of mid-century academic America, midwestern, eastern, 
and Californian, not just of the Berkeley history department. Beverly Bouwsma participated fully 
and perceptively in all of these.   

The woman who appears in these pages is clearly someone, to use a hackneyed phrase, “who 
likes people.” Stories of endless dinner parties she gave for the historians, the care and feeding of 
hapless young runaways, the problems of the homeless and teaching new immigrants, are all 
recounted with good will and an edge of black humor. These have obviously given her over the 
many years enormous satisfaction (and a fund of hilarious anecdotes).  She looks back on the 
people she’s met with as much pleasure as the “fun” she and the history department had, dancing 
and drinking away the 1960s. 

Another pleasure for the reader is the Bouwsma style, not only the often recorded “laughter” but 
the outbursts: “They could hardly bear it!” “Too painful to contemplate,” an “awful thing,” “and 
I didn’t think anybody knew anything” (with the emphasis on “I”), and, finally, when her poor 
husband took her away from beloved Berkeley to despised Cambridge: “I was absolutely, 
hysterically, angry with him. Utterly, utterly, mad.”  

Beverly Bouwsma has not only lived the life of the history department for forty-six years but has 
looked at it with a clear and unflinching eye. Here is a woman, impatient with the old, self-
important bores, the young bootlickers, and the female academics seeing themselves as “the 
prettiest little girl at the party.”  In the history department she herself, however, is clearly at 
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home.  At one point in the interview, she tries to explain her empathy for the historians in 
comparing them to members of the English department, whom she describes as “swells,” 
“dandies,” and dressed in the latest styles.  When questioned about what she means, she explains 
that while historians are all doing the same thing only in different time periods, the English 
professors are individualistic in their choice of subjects: “they’ll be teaching a certain author, or 
kind of author, maybe they’re a little bit identifying with that. Well, historians are identifying 
with ordinary people.”  (This is an idea worth thinking about.) 

When asked whether she thinks other chairmen’s wives made such a huge thing of dinner parties 
as the Bouwsmas did, she replied “I’m not sure anybody ever did it as much as I did.  I don’t 
know why I did it so much, but I did it.”   

This oral history was ordered to function as a sidelight on a highly successful, and in its own 
world powerful, institution, the Berkeley history department.  Is Beverly Bouwsma’s story a 
report from “downstairs”? Well, sort of.  Is it a warts-and-all searching investigation intended to 
explain that power and success?  Well, yes to that too, but one hopes the reader will find here not 
just another role, but another life. 

 

Carroll Brentano 
May 2002 
Berkeley, California 
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Interview History—Beverly Bouwsma 

During the early planning for the Department of History at Berkeley oral history series, the 
project advisors discussed the importance of the informal social life of the department, a strong 
factor in building collegiality, particularly for the professorial cohort hired in the postwar period 
and providing its leadership for much of the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s.  In those decades women 
played key roles in shaping that social life, and women in History almost invariably meant 
faculty wives; the first woman history professor, Adrienne Koch, came to the department in 1958 
and departed in 1965; the second, Natalie Davis, did not appear until 1971, to be followed, with 
all deliberate speed, by only a handful of others into the early eighties. 

A key figure in the social network around and within the Department of History, I was told, was 
Beverly Bouswma, dinner-party-hostess par excellence, and best of all for purposes of an oral 
history, a lively commentator on the social life and the culture of the department, the campus, 
and the community.   

So, just a few months after recording the oral history with her husband, historian of early modern 
Europe Bill Bouwsma, I resumed my weekly visits to the Bouwsma’s home on La Loma Avenue 
to interview Beverly Bouwsma. We met for three sessions from January 31 to February 14, 2001, 
discussing her personal background and life experiences and capturing her candid, sometimes 
bluntly but most often amusingly stated observations on married life, motherhood, the Harvard 
scene, and most especially the sometimes quirky cultural byways of the Berkeley campus and 
community. Expect to be entertained but also enlightened as you read or listen to this oral 
history, because Beverly Bouwsma has observed life around her with a keen if idiosyncratic eye, 
and she comments without the guarded and carefully crafted statements that one often finds in 
interviews with wives of university faculty or administrators.  

Mrs. Bouswma reviewed the transcript of the interview sessions, making no substantive changes. 
Interview tapes are available for listening in the Bancroft Library.  

The Regional Oral History Office was established in 1954 to record the lives of persons who 
have contributed significantly to the history of California and the West. A major focus of the 
office since its inception has been university history. The list of completed oral histories 
documenting the history of Berkeley Department of History is included in this volume. Many of 
the interviews in this and other subject areas can be found online at 
http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/ROHO/. Copies of all interviews are available for research use in 
The Bancroft Library and in the UCLA Department of Special Collections. The Regional Oral 
History Office is a division of The Bancroft Library and is under the direction of Richard 
Candida-Smith. 

 
      Ann Lage 
      Interviewer, Project Director 
Berkeley, CA 
January, 2005 
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INTERVIEW WITH BEVERLY BOUWSMA 

I  FAMILY BACKGROUND, YOUTH IN NEBRASKA, EARLY YEARS OF 
MARRIAGE,    1924-1956 

[Interview 1: January 31, 2001]  ##4 

Parents 

Lage: Let's start with the date, January 31, 2001. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Right. 

Lage: This is the first interview with Beverly Bouwsma, who is giving us the faculty 
wife perspective on the history department and a broader context. 

Bouwsma: Hope so. 

Lage: Let's start at the beginning.  

Bouwsma: Well, doesn't sound very fashionable, but in fact I was born in Minot, North 
Dakota, in 1924, June 13th.  I only stayed six weeks because my parents--my 
father was a doctor, and he was going to Mayo to do his residency in 
pediatrics.  He was at that point a general practitioner.  Somehow they lived 
there, I'm not quite sure why, but they did, and so-- 

Lage: That wasn't where their roots were? 

Bouwsma: Not exactly.  My father was a Canadian.  He was born in Toronto and moved 
to Manitoba at some point.  I'm not so sure about all of his life, but I know he 
went to the University of North Dakota, because he could just come down 
from Manitoba.  He wasn't a citizen yet.  Then he went to Northwestern 
Medical School, and then came back to North Dakota to practice, and then to 
Mayo Clinic for his residency in pediatrics.  Then they moved to Lincoln, 
Nebraska. By the time I was a year or two we had moved there. 

Lage: So Lincoln was what you remember. 

Bouwsma: That's all I remember, of course.  Sure. 

Lage: And what was your mother's background? 
                                                 

     4This symbol indicates that a tape or tape segment has begun or ended.  A guide to the tapes follows 
the table of contents. 
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Bouwsma: She came from a Norwegian family from Wisconsin.  My grandparents may have 
come over as small children, I think they did.  But they still could speak 
Norwegian and all that.  They were quite Norwegian. And they seemed odd to me 
because they were--oh, they would say different kinds of things from what I was 
used to.  I remember being very surprised because they said--I was once hitting 
my brother--"Don't strike him." And I thought "strike?"  [laughter] 

Lage: It was the use of the language, not-- 

Bouwsma: Oh!  Yes, and-- 

Lage: --not what they were saying. 

Bouwsma: --not what I would have said.  And the accent was always there, the Norwegian.  
My mother didn't make a big thing of being Norwegian, in fact, I think she was 
trying to forget it a bit.  But yet, she was very proud of Norway.  As a teenager I 
called somebody a Norhunk, and she was just beside herself with rage. 

Lage: So that was the pejorative term for Norwegian? 

Bouwsma: I suppose.  I just thought it was funny; it hadn't occurred to me it would give 
offense.  But I realized then how much she did value the Norwegian thing.  
She did always make Norwegian cookies, and we had to learn a Norwegian 
Christmas carol, and all that. 

Ethnicity and Class 

Lage: Was there a lot of awareness of people's ethnicity? 

Bouwsma: No.  Not in Lincoln.  Everybody was more or less the same.  I didn't know 
there were really Jews around until I went east to college.  It hadn't occurred 
to me. 

Lage: So most people were of some northern European background. 

Bouwsma: Yes, yes.  There were a lot of Czechs.  They were lower class.  Germans, they 
were upper class.  Scandinavians, they were okay, fine.  English, fine. 

Lage: Were the Czechs more recent immigrants? 

Bouwsma: I don't know whether that was it or not, but they somehow were just looked 
down upon, I'm not sure why.  It seemed as though a lot of them lived on 
farms, and their daughters would come in and be maids.  I think that was it, 
really.  Although, there was a Catholic bishop who was Czech.  But somehow 
Czech wasn't quite good, I'm not sure. 
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Lage: Well, maybe Catholic wasn't either?  

Bouwsma: It wasn't, I guess.  Come to think of it, it wasn't.  Maybe that was it?  But they 
were, of course, Catholics, weren't they?  You've probably got it. 

Lage: Just a guess.  What about your father's ethnicity? 

Bouwsma: He was English. 

Lage: English? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  He was very down on French Canadians.  He had a somewhat English 
accent, Canadian accent.  He never made anything of his family or his 
ethnicity, except that he was not a middle westerner. He did not have that 
accent, and he was very clear about that one.  And he had certain manners that 
he thought were superior and they were, to the normal middle westerner. 

Lage: What kinds of things? 

Bouwsma: Oh, things like he would tear his toast into four pieces instead of two.  He 
prided himself on things like that.  Yes.  And he hated our accents, that we 
said, "roo", no, we said, "ruf" and he said, "roof," or the opposite.  I don't 
know. 

Lage: What about your mother, did she have an accent? 

Bouwsma: No.  No, she had very little accent.  She'd been a singer, and I think that may 
have helped her to get rid of--but, she had certainly no Norwegian accent.  
And very little middle western.  So they both--bringing us up in Nebraska, 
four of us, with this accent, they could hardly bear it.  [laughter] 

Lage: Was a doctor's family socially elevated in those days?   

Bouwsma: Well, yes. 

Lage: Or, more financially elevated? 

Bouwsma: Well, we weren't very financially elevated, but we were--yes, we were an 
okay class.  [laughter]  I always felt somewhat proud of it. 

Educational Expectations: "A Very Mixed Message" 

Lage: What kind of expectations about education and the like, did your parents 
have? 
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Bouwsma: Well, they always assumed we'd go to college, but they had assumed we 
would go to the University of Nebraska.  And that happened only rarely. 

Lage: How many in the family? 

Bouwsma: Four.  I went there my first two years, and then I changed to Radcliffe.  My 
brother, my first brother, my oldest one, he went to the University of Nebraska 
the whole time, but that was because he knew he wanted to go to Harvard 
Medical.  So he did.  And my next brother went to the University of Chicago 
and then to Yale.  He was a philosophy professor. 

 My sister kind of rebelled.  She went to a little college in Minnesota.  Then 
she went into nursing after two years, but instead of going to the university--as 
they had expected anybody would do who wanted to be a nurse, because then 
she'd be a head nurse--no, she went to St. Mary's in Minneapolis.  That was a 
very rebellious thing.  [laughs]  But she always liked it, and she was a nurse.  
Married a doctor and lives in Albuquerque. 

 They expected we'd go to college, and they expected we'd have professions, 
except for the girls, who would get married. 

Lage: But they still didn't object to the education? 

Bouwsma: Oh, no, no.  They thought the education was very good, especially for girls, so 
they would have something to think about while they did their housework.  
[laughter] 

Lage: I love that.  It is kind of a mixed message, isn't it? 

Bouwsma: Well, yes.  Oh, sure.  It was a very mixed message.  At one point my father just 
insisted that I should learn some secretarial skills, because, he said, every girl may 
need to support herself.  Of course we hope not, but in case. So I went--it was 
awful.  I learned to type, but the shorthand was, oh, just, oh, a disaster. 

Lage: Was this in the middle of college? 

Bouwsma: It was summer school.  Yes, he thought if I, you know, fine, if I go to summer 
school at the University of Nebraska and take some secretarial courses, and then I 
could take one other, just to please me.  So I took Elizabethan drama, which was a 
wonderful course, and just-- 

Lage: And typing. 
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Bouwsma: And typing.  Well, I knew how to type, but I got more practice.  The 
shorthand was a disaster, so I didn't really ever do that, so I've never had a 
way to earn a living, really. 

Lage: Well, I'm sure you could have taught Elizabethan drama. 

Bouwsma: No.  Oh no, didn't even graduate from college, so I couldn't have done that. 

Lage: Where were you in the birth order? 

Bouwsma: I was the oldest. 

Lage: And what kind of family discipline and all of that did you encounter?  Was it a 
jolly family, or a stern family, or--? 

Bouwsma: Well, my father was an intellectual, really, and a doctor, so he was busy all the 
time.  When he wasn't, he wanted to be quiet and read.  I wouldn't say he'd 
been a jolly man.  No, I wouldn't.  And my mother, certainly, was often jolly, 
but she was--there also, a rather driven person.  A Scandinavian just had to be 
clean and have a clean house, and do things right.  And she did have to do all 
that.  So there was a certain amount of push, and so on.  A lot of push.  Most 
of the time she wasn't jolly.  She always was at Christmas and times like that.  
But I wouldn't say it had been a very jolly family.  I would say it had been one 
that was looking at what we were going to do, and keeping in line.  Music 
lessons were very, very much stressed, and very important.  And I always 
liked music too, still do.  Still like to play.  But it was things like that that 
mattered more than having fun. 

Lage: That may be something we emphasize more in this day and age anyway, 
having fun. 

Bouwsma: Fun.  Oh, I think so.  I never even heard the word. 

Transferring to Radcliffe 

Lage: What made you go from University of Nebraska to Radcliffe? 

Bouwsma: Oh, well--  

Lage: That seems like a big leap of imagination somehow. 

Bouwsma: It was.  And I sometimes wondered myself.  Once I got there, I knew.  I loved it 
there so much. 

Lage: What do you remember about Radcliffe? 
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Bouwsma: Oh, the people, and I remember some of the courses too; they were wonderful.  
But the people that were there, I just liked so much.  They seemed more like 
me than the ones I'd grown up with.  And I'd had to be in this miserable 
sorority in college, and I didn't like that. 

Lage: What was it about the sorority you didn't like? 

Bouwsma: Oh, they were trying to be cute.  They always wanted to be cute.  They weren't 
serious, not at all, I thought.  They were, as I now realize, but about different 
things. 

Lage: About being cute, perhaps? 

Bouwsma: Well, that was a big thing.  Although, I think most of them wanted to get 
married, but then so did I, that's no different.  I just--I don't know, I--it's hard 
for me to say without sounding like a terrible snob, but I might as well sound 
like a snob--  

Lage: Yes, sound-- 

Bouwsma: --because I probably was one.  And yet, it didn't feel like snobbery, it just felt 
like when I got to Radcliffe I finally knew people that I could really like and 
relate to.  I didn't anymore have to put up with this stuff about being cute all 
the time.  And, you know, having pictures with everybody's face close 
together grinning--uch, uch, uch, uch!  I couldn't stand that kind of thing. 

Lage: Isn't that interesting that that's what you remembered. 

Bouwsma: It's funny, but that is what I remember.  I was so glad to get there, and I had 
such a good time.  But then, after one year of it, Bill got the rumor he was 
going overseas.  We'd been engaged-- 

Meeting Bill Bouwsma 

Lage: Now, when did you meet Bill? 

Bouwsma: Oh, heavens.  Oh, I guess we were both about twelve. 

Lage: Oh, okay.  Now, I didn't get part of this story from him. 

Bouwsma: Well, we may have been thirteen.  Whenever you go into seventh grade, that's 
how old we were. 

Lage: Tell me more about that. 
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Bouwsma: Well, I saw Bill, who at that point was a little overweight.  He was kind of puffy 
and very strict looking.  He was on the safety committee, and although we were 
the same age, I was about a year or two behind him in school, because he skipped 
grades and I didn't.  There he was on the safety committee, and I was running 
through the halls, so he had to arrest me.  He did.  [laughter] 

Lage: This is at age thirteen? 

Bouwsma: [laughter]  He turned me in, and I thought, oh heavens, who is this stuffy, 
puffy boy that he should arrest me.  [laughs]  I thought it was the silliest thing 
I ever heard of in my whole life, and I didn't have very much respect for the 
principal either, who called me in.  But I got through it all right.  From that 
time, I sort of knew who Bill was.  Didn't know him well, and we weren't in 
the same classes because he was ahead of me.  In high school he asked me out 
once, but it didn't go well.  It was 105 and we played tennis, three sets. 

Lage: That wasn't a great choice. 

Bouwsma: No, it wasn't a great choice.  I had heat exhaustion afterwards and had to be 
treated for that.  So that was not a good success.  [laughs] 

 You would think that we never would have gotten married.  But then, oh, one 
time he was home from--he was at Harvard by this time, and he came home 
for Christmas vacation, and on Christmas night he was very discontented as 
boys--well, as everybody always is, I think--and his mother said, "Oh just call 
somebody, any--, you know, well, how 'bout the Hancock girl?"  which I 
suppose she mentioned just because she knew my parents, my mother 
especially.  They had been sort of friends, and were in the same music club 
and things.  And he did, and we had a wonderful time.  We went out walking 
in the snow.  Very different from the 105 time.  We had a wonderful time.  I 
don't know why. We talked about interesting things, and we just liked each 
other. 

Lage: Were you at Nebraska? 

Bouwsma: Yes, I was at Nebraska at that point.  I don't know, we just had so many things 
to say, and it was so romantic being out in the snow.  And he wasn't puffy 
anymore.  He wasn't even all that stuffy, because he was having a miserable 
time at Harvard.  So he'd been reduced no end, in every way.  I think I liked 
him better that way.  So anyway, we had a wonderful time, and I guess we 
saw each other once or twice more and then wrote letters, and-- 

Lage: He went back to Harvard and you went back to Nebraska. 
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Bouwsma: That's right.  And then by the time I went to Radcliffe, he was gone to the 
army, because he only had three years of college.  He graduated--you know, 
they made room for them to go through fast. 

Lage: So when you went back to Radcliffe you weren't going back to--? 

Bouwsma: Oh no, not to him.  No, in fact I went farther away, because he went to 
Denver, which would have been fairly close to Lincoln.  No, that didn't have 
much of anything to do with him. 

Lage: Did it open your world a bit to have him--? 

Bouwsma: Have a Harvard boy?  Oh, you know, I think we didn't talk about that.  I don't 
remember it mattering.  What mattered to me is that I had some friends who had 
gone east to school.  I was very envious of them, because I could see they had 
been somewhere and done something that was interesting and seemed maybe 
important.  But above all, it was a wonderful adventure.  'Tis, you know, for 
middle western kids to go east or west.  You know, I'd never been east of 
Chicago, or west of Denver.  Those were my limits.  North to Minnesota, south 
nowhere.  So I thought it was just a wonderful thing to try and to see if I could do 
it. 

Lage: How long were you at Radcliffe before you got married? 

Bouwsma: Just a year, because he was supposed to go overseas that next fall.  I would go 
back to Radcliffe and he would go overseas, but he never went. 

Lage: I see, so the plans went awry. 

Bouwsma: Yes, they went awry and in some ways I had a quite miserable time that first year 
being married, but in some ways it was even more exciting than going east.  It 
seemed to me that if you were married you just didn't leave your husband, and no, 
you couldn't do that.  I still feel the same way.  So even though I had to do an 
awful job, it was a really horrible job--I worked for one of those fly-by-night 
tailor outfits that you send your measurements and they make the suit.  Well, then 
the people always write in complaining, and I had to handle those letters.  Oh, it 
was the worst job that could be imagined, and-- 

Lage: It was kind of a strange wartime job. 

Ethnicity and Class, Revisited 

Bouwsma: It was very strange in every way, and I hated it, although, I learned a lot by 
working with, for one thing, Japanese people.  I'd never met any before.  And 
poor people. 
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Lage: Now, who were the Japanese people you were working with? 

Bouwsma: Well, they happened to be Japanese, and they happened to not be interned.  
I'm not sure now why.  But they weren't.  I guess it was only in California, 
wasn't it?  

Lage: I think it was more on the coast. 

Bouwsma: Yes, these were middle westerners.  They were from Denver, which was a 
good deal more cosmopolitan than Lincoln, which I think had probably not 
one Japanese person, so--I really hadn't met any.  It was like Jews and things.  
Although I certainly had known Jews, I didn't know that they were called that.  
Or, that there was anything different. 

Lage: Is this in Nebraska-- 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: Or when you went to Radcliffe? 

Bouwsma: At Radcliffe, I knew immediately.  They would say.  They would tell you.  In 
Lincoln, one of my friends had been a boy named Stuart Goldberg and, of 
course, he was Jewish.  But I thought he was like a Unitarian, I didn't know 
there was a difference.  It wasn't ever talked about in my family.  Nobody was 
interested in being against anybody.  I'd seen one black person, that was on 
the streetcar, called my mother's attention--"Shh, shhhh, shhhh.  Later please."  
And then she told me that there were these people with dark skins, and they 
were called Negroes.  I began to hear about it, but I hadn't been aware of it.  I 
was just immensely naive about--  

Lage: Do you think that kind of lack of discussion increases people's prejudices, or 
works against it? 

Bouwsma: Well, in my case, I'm not aware of having had any prejudice.  Maybe I have 
had, but it doesn't seem to me so.  I've always been interested in knowing 
other kinds of people, and--.  It's hard for me to know, but I--that's the most 
honest I can say. 

Lage: When at Radcliffe did you sense that there was a certain amount of anti-
Semitism? 

Bouwsma: It was more pro-Semitism.  Well, I don't know, at least, I felt that.  That the 
Jewish girls were smarter.  They were, I think. They came from New York; 
they knew more.  They were much more sophisticated than I was.  Oh, 
incredibly more.  I was just not.  I mean I knew certain things, I knew about 
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music and books and things, but [laughter] that's not very sophisticated when 
you go from Lincoln, Nebraska, to Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Lage: But that didn't seem to throw you, did it? 

Bouwsma: Oh, no, no, it just made me feel so much happier because they knew about 
music and books, too.  I was so interested in their lives, and in the fact that 
some of them said they were Jewish, and even told me about kosher and 
things [laughter] completely missed in my anti-prejudiced childhood.  There 
were Irish people, and I didn't know any of those, though there were some in 
Lincoln, but again, they didn't seem any different. 

Lage: Was there a wrong side of the tracks in Lincoln? 

Bouwsma: Well, yes, oh yes.  Oh yes, definitely, there were poor people.  That I knew all 
about.  In fact, there were even a few in my grade school, because they came from 
the wrong side--the tracks were not so far from me, and so beyond the tracks was 
not far.  Although, where we lived was quite, quite good.  But, I knew, in fact, a 
janitor's son, but I didn't know him. 

Lage: Even though he went to school with you? 

Bouwsma: Even though he went to school. 

Lage: So those lines were there even though they weren't discussed? 

Bouwsma: They were there.  But it was--no, you wouldn't talk about that.  They were 
poor, and they weren't very clean, and I knew that.  And somehow, they 
would just skulk on home, they wouldn't stay and play.  I guess that was a 
prejudice against the poor, wasn't it? 

Lage: I don't know. 

Bouwsma: Yes, it was, sure, it was against the poor.  Okay, so I had that prejudice, yes. 

Lage: Kind of an unspoken thing, too. 

Bouwsma: Very unspoken.  Oh, never spoken of.  Oh, never. 

Lage: It wouldn't be nice. 

Bouwsma: No, it wouldn't be nice.  It wouldn't be nice at all.  In fact, even now I wonder 
I can't have had this prejudice, but I did, no question about it. 
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First Year of Marriage, Denver, 1944 

Lage: Okay, let's go back to Denver. 

Bouwsma: Denver. 

Lage: You said you were miserable that year. 

Bouwsma: Oh, well, in many ways I was.  Bill and I were married, but we didn't know 
each other. 

Lage: You really hadn't had that much time together? 

Bouwsma: No.  He had had to go to summer school every summer in order to graduate in 
three years, so he only came home for a couple weeks in June, maybe a week 
at Christmas.  That was all I knew him. 

Lage: Was your family happy about the marriage?  And his family? 

Bouwsma: Well, his family weren't very--I wasn't Dutch, and that bothered them, I think, 
a lot.  They had always liked me fine, before we got married, but getting 
married was going too far.  I wasn't Dutch after all, and that made a big 
difference.  And we were too young, which we were.  We were both twenty. 

Lage: Do you think you would have married so soon if it hadn't been for the war? 

Bouwsma: No. 

Lage: You would have waited? 

Bouwsma: Oh, sure.  Oh, of course I would.  Although, I wanted to get married.  And I 
was a virgin and all that.  Wanted not to be, and so on.  The usual things.  And 
Bill certainly wanted not to be, and was also.  Then too, it was something to 
do for the summer, and I hadn't quite known what I would do. 

Lage: That's an unusual way to describe getting married. 

Bouwsma: Well, yes.  We really, really wanted to get married, both of us.  Not the day 
we got married, then we didn't want to anymore, but we had to go through 
with it. 

Lage: Did you admit that to each other? 

Bouwsma: Yes, we called each other up.  "Do you want--really think this is a good--?"  
"No, well maybe not."  "Well, I don't know, I mean how are you going to 
know?"  "Well, we'll have to go through with it, the cake is here, the relatives-
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-."   You know.  [laughs]  We decided to go through with it, but we had a lot 
of fighting the first year.  Mostly about religion. 

Religious Differences 

Lage: What had been your religious upbringing? 

Bouwsma: My religious?  Well, my mother had been a Norwegian Lutheran and my 
father had been a Methodist.  Serious, serious Methodist.  Although his 
mother married down, I think.  Her father was an Anglican and was a doctor, 
and her husband was something like a blacksmith and a Methodist.  So in that 
sense, marrying down.  He went into farming, and finally he invented some 
kind of grain elevator so that he got a lot of money, all of a sudden, and sent 
my father to medical school, which was nice that he did. 

Lage: And then your father could fulfill his medical ambitions? 

Bouwsma: That's right.  Exactly, that was how it was.  So, what church should they go 
to?  Well, my mother found out when she went to Lincoln, that the Lutheran 
Church there was the kind that don't drink and all that.  Oh, what are they 
called?  Concordia College and that Missouri Synod.  They both found that 
the Episcopal Church would be the good compromise.  My father, because 
once he found out about it, he rather liked it better, and my mother, because it 
was more like what she was used to.  They didn't go to church much at all; 
they sent us to Sunday school.  Later, my mother got with it, and when she 
was an old lady she went very often, but not in those days.  We were sent to 
Sunday school and then picked up.  I argued with my Sunday school teacher 
constantly.  How could this be, how could that be?  The usual things, you 
know.  Why did they wear curtains?  Dumb stuff.  Anyway, by the time I was 
married, I'd already been confirmed in the Episcopal Church; that was the end, 
you didn't go after that. 

Lage: Now, what year were you married? 

Bouwsma: We were married in '44. 

Lage: '44? 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: So, you were through with church.  Were you married in--? 

Bouwsma: Yes, we were married in the church. 

Lage: In the Episcopal Church? 
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Bouwsma: In the Episcopal.  Yes, we were. 

Lage: That might have been hard on his family also? 

Bouwsma: I believe it was.  In fact, the whole wedding was quite hard on Bill's family.  
His father was supposed to wear a tuxedo and didn't have one, so he didn't 
wear one.  We have a picture of them looking so miserable at our wedding, his 
mother just utterly sad, and his father half shut out of the picture--oh, it was so 
miserable.  [laughter]  My parents looked happy, but you can see their smiles 
were pasted on.  My father, I was since told, said, "I haven't felt this way since 
the Lindbergh kidnapping."  [laughter]  So, I can't say they were enormously 
pleased. 

Lage: Now, was this because they disapproved of your choice, or--? 

## 

Bouwsma: They knew, as I didn't at the time, that we would have problems because of 
Bill's Calvinist-Dutch thing and my general lack of religion.  Also, they knew 
I was very young, and they didn't know I would go back to school in the fall, 
because what if he didn't go overseas--they knew all the true things. So 
naturally, they were a little worried, and so were Bill's parents. 

Lage: Did you and Bill discuss religion in these brief encounters you'd had? 

Bouwsma: We'd had a few little dustups on the matter.  The thing is, Bill hadn't been 
religious either until he got into the army.  Then in Denver there was a whole 
group of Dutch living in a suburb, and they took him and gave him dinner every 
Sunday, and, in all, nice things, and he went to their church and got very much 
involved with it.  Loved the sermons.  It was just what he'd always been taught in 
Lincoln, that there was such a thing as the Dutch Church, and he'd never seen it 
really.  Not much, anyway.  So that was very nice for him, and he felt right at 
home.  He loved that, and he wanted me to go, and so on.  And I said, "Yellow 
brick church, never in this life!"   

Lage: Yellow brick? 

Bouwsma: Yellow brick.  It was ugly as sin.  And the people were boring, after I'd known 
all these interesting ones at Radcliffe.  We had a terrible time every Sunday 
morning, because he insisted I should go with him on the streetcar out to this 
suburb to this yellow brick church, and all these Calvinists, whom I didn't 
even approve of, much less like.  So, we had a hard time. 

Lage: That would be difficult. 
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Bouwsma: It was difficult.  I thought, "Well, if I have to go to church, at least I want to 
go to a decent one."  So I went to the Episcopal, and I, in fact, quite loved it.  I 
think because I was rather unhappy and I needed something.  The minister 
was extremely nice.  I told him what my situation was.  They were very nice 
and invited us for dinner.  I know people invited soldiers all the time, but it 
was very much appreciated, at least by us. 

Lage: So you would go there, and Bill would go to the Calvinist--? 

Bouwsma: Yes, except that then Bill started easing over to the Episcopal.  Oh, then there 
was a terrible in-between period where he had this good Catholic friend, and 
he thought maybe a Catholic, that's what he wanted to be.  [laughs]  So he was 
going--you know, we were so young. 

Lage: You were searching. 

Bouwsma: Searching.  I thought, well, maybe that would be a good compromise.  His 
parents weren't mad about that, because they really thought that any religion 
was better than no religion, but my parents didn't think that at all.  They were 
very upset about the Catholic idea, especially my father, growing up with 
French Canadians whom he didn't like.  No, very much prejudiced against 
them.  Anyway, somehow we got it all sorted finally, and went to the 
Episcopal.  Bill, by this time, liked it much better than the yellow brick. 

Lage: So you won out, in a sense? 

Bouwsma: Well, I suppose.  It didn't seem like that.  It seemed like we both discovered it.  
Well, it felt like that, but I suppose it wasn't.  I've often asked Bill if he 
minded, or if he had any resentment.  He said that he doesn't really.  It was 
just hard to get used to it at first. 

Lage: How would it have been different?  I should have asked him that, but he didn't 
tell me this story. 

Bouwsma: Oh, he didn't tell you. 

Lage: He told me a lot about his family religious upbringing.  

Bouwsma: Oh, they were so different.  The Christian reform that--well, he didn't grow up 
in it because there wasn't one there, which was the great sorrow of his family.  
They had to keep rushing back to Michigan where the other Dutch people 
were.  But he didn't grow up in it, and instead they went to a kind of, oh, 
almost storefront.  Terribly--you know, no good music, no--just awful.  Well, 
should I say, low class.  Low class, I'll say.  They were.  The Episcopal would 
have a pretty church, nice music, and such a thought-out, traditional service, 
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so that even if the sermon wasn't very good, the prayers were.  Yes.  And they 
were very old, and very beautiful. 

Lage: The ritual and the tradition were something you appreciated, it sounds like. 

Bouwsma: Yes, I always liked that part of it, I just didn't, you know, quite believe in 
anything, and maybe still don't, I'm not sure.  Sometimes I do and sometimes 
not.  Bill, I think, does more than I do, although sometimes he says he thinks I 
do more than he does.  We don't know, but anyway we go, still.  But we 
settled on that somehow. 

Lage: And did you stick with that throughout, the Episcopal Church? 

Bouwsma: Yes, we did.  It took about three years.  Of course, we had the usual things 
that I'm sure all people getting married for the first time, and so young, have 
just about who gets a say in what.  Since Bill was in the army, he didn't have a 
serious thing he did, nor did I.  And after my year at the awful tailor's, I got a 
job for the army.  That was very nice, I liked that.  I worked in the airplane 
hangar and sorted out tech orders and had a little library.  People who were 
working on what was called the floor, which was the airplane hangar, would 
come up there and spend time, and we'd play bridge and talk.  They would say 
they were visiting the tech order library.  Also, I was the first-aid person, so 
whenever they cut themselves, they would come up and I would put some 
bandages on them and whatnot. 

 Anyway, that was much nicer, after I got that job.  Bill was by that time 
working in town, so I had to get up early to get out to this base.  So, he was 
more of the house person than I was. 

Roles in Marriage 

Lage: Interesting. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  He didn't mind that at all, he--well, we both accepted things like that. 

Lage: Was there a tradition in your families that the wife followed the husband's 
will? 

Bouwsma: Oh, well, yes and no.  My parents used to argue about politics all the time.  
They were both Republicans, but my father was--well, he was called the red 
doctor of Nebraska.  That doesn't mean he was enormously red. 

Lage: He was a Republican; how red [left wing] could he be? 

Bouwsma: He was a Republican. 
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Lage: Why was he called the red doctor? 

Bouwsma: Well, because he did things, like he started a crippled children's service in the 
state.  And he went to the Indians with their tuberculosis.  There were all these 
tubercular children, and he thought that was a great pity and things should be 
done.  He was kind of a social activist. 

Lage: That's interesting. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  And my mother was one of those people, I've forgotten what you call 
them now, who don't believe in doing anything foreign ever. 

Lage: Oh, you mean the isolationists? 

Bouwsma: Yes, well, sort of like that.  She didn't believe that we should go to war, for 
instance.  My father, being a Canadian, did think we should go.  They argued 
about the social activism.  She didn't see why he was always spending all his 
time getting these things, why didn't he get out and make more money 
[laughter], which he wouldn't do, which he didn't do ever.  We weren't very 
rich.  Plus, the Depression happened, and he broke his neck and was out of 
work for six months.  In a car accident.  So, I don't know, but they did differ 
on politics quite a lot.  I think they were--well, maybe they were together on 
raising of children.  They tried to stick together, and tried to show us that they 
were together, but we definitely knew there were differences. 

Lage: You knew where to get into those cracks. 

Bouwsma: We knew where to get into the cracks [laughter], very much so.  I don't know, 
how did we get on to this? 

Lage: I was asking about different things with you and Bill.  In some families the 
tradition is that the wife will basically let the husband take the lead. 

Bouwsma: Well, she did, I suppose she did.  Yes, she did because she had no choice. 

Lage: But how about you? 

Bouwsma: I think I was the same.  It was not so different.  When Bill went to Harvard I 
was absolutely, totally against it. 

Lage: Oh, you were? 

Bouwsma: Oh, oh, utterly, I was so mad. 

Lage: Why?  What did you want? 
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Bouwsma: To stay here, this is where I-- 

Lage: Oh, you mean in 1969.  I'm talking when he went to graduate school. 

Returning to Cambridge for Bill's Graduate Work, and the Beginning of 
Motherhood, 1946-1950 

Bouwsma: Oh, no, no, graduate--oh, no, I was all for that, that was a perfect, wonderful 
thing.  It was so good to get back to Cambridge.  I was so glad.  My friends 
were still there.  Oh, we had such a nice time by graduate school.  We had 
solved so many of our problems. 

Lage: Did you think about going back and finishing college at that time? 

Bouwsma: I thought about it, for about five minutes, and decided I preferred having 
children. 

Lage: When did you have your first child? 

Bouwsma: Oh, I guess I was about twenty-three. 

Lage: And you were in--? 

Bouwsma: We were in Cambridge, yes.  Had him, yes, and then we had another one 
sixteen months later. 

Lage: So now you are busy. 

Bouwsma: Now I am busy.  Very, very busy, much too busy to go to school.  I don't 
know that I was ever--I was certainly not like Bill.  I always knew I wasn't.  
He was always a serious student, very serious.  Oh, utterly.  And I was not.  If 
there was a good time to be had instead, I'd just assume.  No, I liked school, 
and I learned a lot of things, but I wasn't, you know, the in-depth scholar Bill--
I never was.  Anyway, when he went back to school, that was just fine. 

 I realized that I was the one that then stayed home.  I was the one who would 
do the work, unlike when I was out at the army base, and he would get my 
breakfast, and make my lunch and things like that.  Maybe even have cleaned 
up the place.  He was cleaner than I was, always, and neater.  So anyhow, 
things worked out so that by the time of graduate school we were getting 
along quite well and didn't have many problems; I don't think we did.  Of 
course, there was the money problem, but we didn't ever fight about that.  I 
think that religion was the thing, and we'd kind of worked that out, my way, as 
you point out.  [laughter] 
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Lage: Okay.  So going back to Cambridge was a nice change-- 

Bouwsma: Oh, it was. 

Lage: --and you liked the atmosphere, and--? 

Bouwsma: Oh sure.  Oh, it was wonderful.  Everybody was coming back from the army.  
It was so joyous to see your old friends, and, you know, some didn't come 
back, of course. 

Lage: Did you know people that-- 

Bouwsma: Oh, sure.  Oh, sure.  Oh, yes.  That was very sad, but you were sort of told it 
was worth it, and you had to count on it.  Anyway, so many did come back 
and then you could hear all about it. 

Lage: Did they talk about the war a lot afterwards? 

Bouwsma: Some did, and some didn't.  The ones who'd had it worse, did not want to.  
And we knew to stay away from it.  Bill's brother, for instance, poor boy, was 
in the infantry.  You know, lying in fox holes, and cold and wet.  He was shot 
at, oh, it was just awful, and he's never wanted to talk about it, and we respect 
that.  Bill, of course, had the easiest job you could possibly have.  [laughs] 

Lage: So he didn't mind talking about that. 

Bouwsma: He didn't a bit mind talking about his life in Denver.  But a lot had gone to 
sea, for instance, and hadn't had any bad experiences really.  So yes.  It was so 
nice that it was over.  It was just such a real blessing to think that there wasn't 
any more fighting.  We had a very good time.  Bill was then again, suddenly 
"the man," and I was "the woman," because I had the kids and stayed home, 
and he went trekking off to the library. 

Lage: So the roles were more traditional again? 

Bouwsma: Very traditional, and have been ever since.  He's never done much-- 

Lage: Did he change diapers? 

Bouwsma: Not often, when he had to only.  He disliked it extremely and didn't think of it 
as his job.  Sometimes he had to, of course.  He would sometimes baby-sit.  
Always he would baby-sit on one night a week because I had to go to a 
chorus.  I had to sing.  I still do.  Now I go in the mornings, though. 

Lage: Did you enjoy motherhood? 
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Bouwsma: Oh, I loved it.  I did.  I mean, sometimes it's the worst thing in the world, but I 
always had a nice time with the children and cared desperately about them 
growing up.  It seems like I didn't, because when I hear now what they did, 
and I never knew about it, it seems like I must have been an awful mother.  
But I remember, at the time, I did what I thought you should do, and I really 
cared a lot. 

Lage: Were there other young mothers in your circle?  

Bouwsma: Oh, sure. 

Lage: Did you live in graduate student housing? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Oh, always.  First, in another little town, and Bill had to come in on the 
train.  Then we got a place, when our turn came up, in Cambridge.  In those 
huts they used to put up.  They still do, I guess.  That's where we lived. 

Moving to The University of Illinois, 1950-1956 

Lage: Maybe there's more to say about Harvard, but I'm thinking to move you back 
to Illinois, back to the Midwest.  How did that job come about, and did you 
get consulted when the offer came through? 

Bouwsma: There was only one offer, and I was only too glad to accept.  We had thought 
there might be another offer--Bill thought there was--but it turned out the guy 
had been drunk when he made it and didn't ever think of it again. 

Lage: Where was that? 

Bouwsma: It was in Canada.  It was in Toronto someplace.  We were all figuring out--
maybe we wouldn't need a refrigerator, you know, we could afford--the pay 
was only $2,600, but then there was no job.  There was only this Illinois thing, 
which came at the last minute.  So although I hated to leave--I'll never forget 
getting out of Cambridge, how sad it was to leave wonderful Cambridge and 
go to awful central Illinois--but once we got there, we were fine, of course.  
We still lived in student housing.  Bill got $3,600 a year.  That was not so 
much, but we lived on it.  We felt rich. 

Lage: You were truly in student housing? 

Bouwsma: Well, yes, that's what we could afford, the only thing we could. And he was 
just an instructor, so he wasn't old, he was about twenty-six.  We lived with 
other students and other young faculty, and we had very good times.  It was 
nice.  I liked it a lot, once I got used to it. 
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Lage: Bill doesn't seem to have good memories about Illinois. 

Bouwsma: He sure doesn't.  No, and I understand why he doesn't.  It was a terrible 
department.  It wasn't terrible, but everybody wanted to leave all the time, and 
that's what they talked about. 

Lage: Just about where they would go? 

Bouwsma: Where they could go.  That was the big topic, and that wasn't very much fun.  
The fun I had was with other wives and with my children. 

Lage: Were your other two children born there? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  We immediately had another one since we were so rich. 

Lage: [laughs]  $3,600 a year! 

Bouwsma: Yes, $3,600 a year, and then we had another one.  My life was very much 
taken up with children. 

Lage: Now, why four children?  Did you plan this, or was it because you were one 
of four, or you'd always wanted four, or--?   

Bouwsma: You know, I've wondered.  Or was it because we had three boys and wanted a 
girl?  I think all of those were it.  That's a picture of the family when we were 
in Italy.  Somehow the girl stands out, doesn't she?  [indicates photo on the 
wall] 

Lage: Yes she does, the only one in blue. 

Bouwsma: [laughter]  And I with my nose like a boiled potato.  Anyway though, I think 
all those things were it.  I kept wanting them [children].  And, in fact, I wanted 
one more, but Bill just did not.  He said that, you know, that's going too far.  
He was right.  I'm now very glad I didn't get my way on that one.  I would 
have had probably another child or two, if I'd had my choice, but I didn't and I 
shouldn't have. 

Lage: Did you also feel that Illinois was just too flat and too midwestern?  Here you 
came from the Midwest. 

Bouwsma: Well, I didn't mind about the Middle West, I came from it, and there were 
people there from all over the place.  That was pleasant.  And the music was 
wonderful there, especially good.  Lots of free concerts, and good ones, 
because it was a very good music department.  The library was very excellent, 
and Bill loved that.  But what he didn't like--Oh, I can remember him sitting 
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out on our front little steps, and he said, "To think that I'm in a department that 
even if I got to the top I still wouldn't be happy."  [laughter]  I felt sorry for 
him about that, although I wasn't especially unhappy.  I wasn't, in fact.  I 
wasn't so sure when he got the job in California.  Who'd ever been out there? 
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II  LIFE IN BERKELEY AS FACULTY WIFE AND MOTHER, 1956-1964 

Opposition to Bill's Hiring 

Lage: Had you ever been to California? 

Bouwsma: Oh, no.  I'd never been west of Denver.  Well, Montana, I guess, is, yes.  But 
anyway, we came out here. 

Lage: What did you know about the offer?  I mean I've heard stories about this offer, 
the controversy.  Did you know what you were getting into? 

Bouwsma: I didn't know.  I didn't imagine that people were so against Bill, as some were.  
The older ones were.  He was a young man's choice.  He was a young man 
himself at that time.  He was thirty-two.  No, I didn't have any idea about it.  
And I never suffered from it either very much.  He did. 

Lage: How were you welcomed that first year when he was a visitor? 

Bouwsma: Well, the young ones were very welcoming, including Delmer Brown, who 
was probably old, but who knew it.  The young ones were very, very 
welcoming, and wanted us to come and be happy and stay, and all that.  Bill 
came out without tenure, which people don't do.  It's not done.  [laughter]  
Especially, with four young children.  But he did it. 

Lage: And did that make you nervous? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Oh, it made us both plenty nervous.  We used to sit around talking about 
what we could do if he didn't get this job, if he had to leave after a year.  
Because Illinois said if you tell us by Christmas that you want to come back 
next year, you can. If by Christmas you can't tell us, forget about it.  And he 
didn't know by Christmas.  So we spent an awful spring talking about, well, 
maybe he could shine shoes, and maybe there was something I could do.  We 
never quite-- 

Lage: You could go back to your typing. 

Bouwsma: [laughter]  Umm, I don't think we thought about that so much.  We've never 
really thought about me working since I quit.  Though I probably would have 
liked to, I don't know, but it never came up.  Anyway, though.  Yes, that was 
quite miserable, and then finally he got in.  And then we were fine. 

Lage: Where did you live when you first came? 
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Bouwsma: First, down on Arch Street in an old brown shingle.  It was a wonderful house. I’d 
never been in a shingle.  I loved it.  It was an old place, 1430 Arch.  It was almost 
just straight down the hill.  It was such a nice place, and I did love it.  And 
everybody, I mean, not everybody, but the people we saw were so pleasant. 

Socializing in the Department of History: "Dinner Parties, Dinner Parties, All the 
Time." 

Lage: Tell me about some of these people and how did they, at that time, bring a 
newcomer into the circle? 

Bouwsma: Dinner parties.  Dinner parties, dinner parties, all the time.  That's what we 
did.  For years, I did almost nothing but have dinner parties. 

Lage: What kind of dinner parties?  How formal were they, or informal? 

Bouwsma: Well, there would be maybe eight people.  Sometimes only six, that was very 
intimate.  Ten and more was big.  Sometimes there would be twenty or 
twenty-five, but that would usually be for some particular reason--birthdays, 
or somebody came, or something.  And they would be three course usually, 
flowers on the table, ironed napkins, fire in the fireplace, had to have that. 

Lage: Even in summer? 

Bouwsma: Well, often in the summer.  Not always in the summer.  It would be a real dinner 
party; it wouldn't be just, you know, AI have too much of this,@ or  AHow about 
tonight?  I'll just put something on,@ or, AI'll buy it at the store.@  None of that.  
No. 

Lage: Planned, and-- 

Bouwsma: Planned.  Usually, a soup, then a meat and potatoes, and vegetable.  Now and 
then, people would have the casserole, but casseroles were already beginning 
to go a little bit out.  And kind of old-fashioned people would have casseroles.  
Or people who hated to cook, like Carroll Brentano.  

 Anyway, the Brentanos were already here when we got here.  They were just 
getting married.  They had been off in Europe for a year and came back.  The 
Mays were very good friends.  And Delmer and Mary Brown.  And the 
Bridenbaughs, they were here then, and later left.  They were older, but he 
was kind of--at heart, a young person.  He thought of himself as--anyway, he 
liked young people.  And he didn't like the older one, Mr. Sontag, who used to 
play footsie with me under the table. 

Lage: Oh, now somebody told me this.  Tell me that story. 
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Bouwsma: Oh, well, he was one of the enemy, and he was against Bill.  And everybody knew 
it, and I did too, but yet, [whispered] I liked him.  He was a charming man, good 
looking, fun.  And he used to like to play footsie, so we did. 

Lage: Did this kind of shock you, or--? 

Bouwsma: No, didn't at all, I loved it.  [laughter]  No, I had a good time.  Ray Sontag.  
Yes. 

Lage: Did you have a sense of why he opposed Bill? 

Bouwsma: I knew why, because--he had a perfectly good reason, because Bill had never 
been to Europe and yet he was a European historian, expecting to be a full 
professor. 

Lage: Did he think, perhaps, that they should send him to Europe? 

Bouwsma: Well, he thought, certainly, he should have gone already.  And if it hadn't 
been for the army, he probably would have.  Well, the army, and all those 
children, that was definitely--oh, yes, not easy.  So Bill did go, of course.  He 
had always wanted to go.  But he wasn't that kind of historian, exactly, that 
had to go.  He didn't do, like Gene Brucker, archival research.  Never has.  He 
did it the one year we lived in Italy.  He went into an archive, but he found it 
very awful.  He hated it.  So he came out again and didn't really do much with 
that.  Anyway, he [Sontag] was one of the enemy.  And there were others that 
I met but didn't ever see much of them.  That was fine with me; they were old 
and boring.  For one thing, most older people were boring to me. 

Lage: Oh really? 

Bouwsma: Yes, at that point.  And they were boring.  I think they really were. 

Lage: Their quality was--? 

Bouwsma: They were different.  Lack of spirit.  They were not lively.  They just seemed 
boring to me. I don't know, maybe they weren't. 

Lage: Did you have departmental dinner parties where you mixed with this older 
crowd? 

Bouwsma: Once in a while this would happen, but not often.  We, of course, had a yearly 
party.  And then I was-- 

Lage: Of the department? 
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Bouwsma: Of the department.  And I was extremely determined, so much so that I 
figured out how many minutes I could spend with each one so as to have 
talked to everybody.  There were only a couple that were so hostile that I 
didn't think there was any point. 

Lage: So they really took out the hostility on Bill and you, it seems like? 

Bouwsma: Oh, to some extent.  Yes, I think they did. 

Lage: Any particular ones you remember being rude, or--?  It doesn't sound like Ray 
Sontag was. 

Bouwsma: He wasn't exactly rude to Bill.  In fact, in the end I think he said he was rather 
sorry that he had been so against him.  He was, of course, and everybody 
knew it. 

## 

Lage: Mr. Palm was one of the old timers, shall we call them? 

Bouwsma: Well, the way it seemed to me, is that we were winning.  And the younger 
people were all on that side.  I think all, I can't think of anybody who wasn't.  
And so, these were the out going--they were gone almost.  They seemed sad 
and old and about to die, and things like that. 

Lage: The Old Guard? 

Bouwsma: Yes, the Old Guard.  Except for Sontag, who, of course, was so handsome. 

Lage: And he stayed for quite a while, really, after that? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Oh, yes.  But you know it was as if the university was changing.  And it 
was changing, a whole--other departments too.  So that we knew other people 
in Bill's situation. 

Lage: From other departments? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  And we had good times with a lot of people.  There were a lot of parties.  
As well as dinner parties, there were fun parties.  Not that dinner parties 
weren't fun, sometimes they were quite fun, but they were more or less of a 
duty party, and then there were the ones where we would--young people, 
around thirty and thirty-five and forty, all getting together and singing, and 
having a good time, playing the piano, and dancing. 

Lage: Yes, I'm supposed to ask you about dancing. 
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Bouwsma: Oh, dancing got to be such an interesting thing.  Some people think we started 
it.  I don't know whether we did or not.  But whether we did or not, it was very 
much taken up. 

Lage: What kind of dancing?  And what venue? 

Bouwsma: Well, kind of jitterbugging.  All these professors. 

Lage: And this is the fifties? 

Bouwsma: This was the sixties. 

Lage: Oh, the sixties, this is getting into the sixties. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  You know, that's what the kids were doing, and that's what we did too, 
behind their backs. 

Lage: They probably would have been horrified. 

Bouwsma: I don't know, they were interested. They could get little glimpses of it.  You 
know, our children knew, somewhat, what was going on, although they might 
be sitting glumly upstairs.  We did have those good-time parties and then the 
dinner parties.  The dinner parties mostly were a matter of paying people 
back.  You had to pay back your dinner parties. 

Lage: So you make it sound like the dinner parties weren't so looked forward to? 

Bouwsma: Well, there would always be interesting things. 

Lage: Were they intellectual discussions?  Was there a one-up-manship, or--? 

Bouwsma: There was some of that, but I don't remember so much that they were so 
intellectual, as that they were rather proper. 

Lage: I see, proper.  Were the dinner parties more in the fifties, and the dancing 
parties later, or did they go--? 

Bouwsma: The dinner parties were in the fifties.  More casserole-y in the fifties, and then 
less so.  We were getting already into the food phase [laughs] by the sixties, 
but we were also doing the dinner parties, so we were out a lot.  I think most 
people were.  Very, very sociable. 

Lage: Very social.  I don't think we have that as much today. 

Bouwsma: Oh, no.  Oh, it's almost gone.  I think. 



 

 

27 

Lage: Even among the young. 

Bouwsma: Oh, I think so.  Well, they don't have the time because the wives all work, so 
how could you have dinner parties?  These dinner parties would take a day or 
two--oh, usually two days of cooking.  They had to be-- 

Lage: Were there cookbooks that you used, or ones that got circulated? 

Bouwsma: Well, we were still using Joy of Cooking, but it was going out, and it was more 
common to have, oh who's that woman in Cambridge, the big one that used to 
have a--Julia Child.  She was the one you were really supposed to use.  Though 
her recipes are hard, you know.  And then later, of course, it was Greens 
cookbook, was good. 

Lage: But that's moving way ahead. 

Bouwsma: Yes, that's moving way, way ahead.  But no, during the sixties, I think a lot of us 
pretty often cooked out of Joy of Cooking. 

Lage: Now, did you shop at the Co-op? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes. 

Lage: Do you remember the little Co-op recipe book?  It had whole menus, and, I 
think, maybe even the music you could play. 

Bouwsma: Oh, no.  I must have seen it, but I guess I've forgotten.  What music you could 
play? 

Lage: I'm pretty sure they had suggestions for music along with the dinner theme. 

Bouwsma: Oh, well, isn't that interesting?  Well, I don't remember having music at dinner 
parties, don't remember anything like that. 

Lage: Even the Co-op itself was kind of an institution. 

Bouwsma: Oh, it was very much of an institution, and you had to go.  I did go sneaking 
off to the Monterey Market.  Oh, and then that meat place on Shattuck.  Oh, 
what was he called, I've forgotten. 

Lage: Shattuck near Vine? 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: Lenny's. 
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Bouwsma: Lenny.  Lenny.  Yes, went to Lenny's sometimes. 

Lage: Now, that was early, that was before, you know, Gourmet Ghetto. 

Bouwsma: Well, yes, except I think it was beginning to set in.  And the people who went to 
Lenny's kind of felt that, and yet we didn't quite know what was happening, we 
just--in one way, it seemed like we were doing more like our mothers, and yet, it 
wasn't like our mother's either.  But it was not the casserole. 

Lage: Not the mushroom soup. 

Bouwsma: No, uck.  Oh, the mushroom soup and the tuna fish.  Oh.  I must have made a- 

Lage: Was that from your childhood, did you have the mushroom soup casseroles? 

Bouwsma: No.  I used to make it when I was a young mother.  Often for supper.  With a 
few crumbs on the top.  [laughs]  Easy.  Not very expensive.  Tuna fish was-- 

Lage: Right, that was something to think about too. 

Bouwsma: Oh, definitely.  Oh, heavens, yes.  But by the sixties, most of us were deciding 
that food for dinner parties was an important expenditure.  As far as the career 
was concerned, it was essential. 

Lage: Now, tell me more about that, how it figured into the career. 

Bouwsma: Well, you had to give people good drink, that means what they wanted. 

The Role of Alcohol 

Lage: What were people drinking? 

Bouwsma: Oh, everything.  They were drinking a lot.  We all did.  And at these dinner 
parties we drank so you could hardly believe.  And the food was good too, pretty 
good.  But you had to have, oh, things like scotch and gin, and all these things.  
The days of the cocktail were over.  Except, for one person, Joe Levenson, you 
probably heard about him.  He was a very wonderful man.  He used to make a 
cocktail for people, and that's what you had.  But they were always very good. 

Lage: Oh, you mean, you didn't have a choice, you got what ever-- 

Bouwsma: Cocktail he would make.  Like a sidecar was his favorite.  And Henry May 
used to make old-fashioneds.  Yes.  But mostly, everybody just--you had 
whatever you wanted. 
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Lage: But you had kind of an extensive bar? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Very extensive.  And you had to have it.  If the children-- 

Lage: Did people drink martinis? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  If the children didn't have shoes, you had to have your drinks. 

Lage: Did people drink to excess? 

Bouwsma: Sometimes.  Always at the Brentanos.  [laughter]  Always at the big parties.  
Oh, yes.  That's how we could do all those dancing things, it was the drink. 

Lage: Are we sure we want to have this down in black-and-white?  [laughter] 

Bouwsma: I don't care.  Not at all.  Nobody would disagree, I think.  That's what I think.  
And that's what I remember, and I think it's true.  And it was true of us as 
much as anybody, so I don't have anything to hide on that one. 

Lage: Were there cases where the men went off to the library to talk about serious 
matters, and the women stayed in the other room, or was it mixed? 

Bouwsma: I don't remember anything like that.  It was very big in Cambridge.  When we 
left, they were still doing it.  The men would take off for brandy and cigars.  
And then the women would sit there and twiddle their thumbs together until it 
was time to go home, which the men would, of course, decide when it was. 

Lage: Was that when you went back to Cambridge? 

Bouwsma: Yes, when we went back to Cambridge.  Well, not the first time we were in 
Cambridge, or the second, or third--we weren't in the cigar and brandy thing 
yet.  But that was very common when we went back there.  The Handlins, 
especially, were kind of great because-- 

Lage: Is this Oscar Handlin? 

Bouwsma: Oscar Handlin would take the men off, but then Mary would bring the women 
up to her bedroom and we would have brandy and cigars, if we could smoke 
them, otherwise, cigarettes.  There was always smoking, you know. 

Smoking in the Sixties: "Smoke More and Eat Less" 

Lage: Was smoking very widespread in the sixties?   

Bouwsma: Oh, absolutely. 
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Lage: In everybody's house? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  There was never a house--oh, no, nobody could have kept you from 
smoking.  Now, the same people that did then, don't.  But oh, yes. 

Lage: Do you smoke now? 

Bouwsma: No. 

Lage: But did you then? 

Bouwsma: Oh, sure. 

Lage: When did you quit? 

Bouwsma: Twenty years ago.  That's about when you did.  That was-- 

Lage: That would have been about '80? 

Bouwsma: Yes, it would have been.  That was pretty late.  I was one of the last of the 
holdouts.  I did love to smoke.   And I smoked at least a pack a day, probably 
a pack and a half to be perfectly honest. 

Lage: Did you smoke while you were pregnant? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  I remember once a doctor, an obstetrician--I was gaining too much 
weight, which was a problem with me with pregnancy--and he said, "Oh, why 
don't you smoke more and eat less."  [laughs]  That's what he said. 

Lage: Yes.  Well, I don't think they knew. 

Bouwsma: They didn't.  Now, big smoke, big drink, big eat, big dance.  [laughs] 

Lage: Life was bigger. 

Bouwsma: Lots of fun.  It was very big.  There wasn't much discouragement.  Well, there 
was, of course, during the sixties, because that was a terrible time for 
professors.  Some of them were sort of very pro young people.  In fact, most 
of them were to some extent, that we knew.  That was such a confusing time, 
it's just hard to say. 

Lage: I want to talk about it in some detail.  Let's get a little bit more leading up to 
that, and then I'm going to make you talk more about the sixties. 

Bouwsma: Yes, we came to Berkeley in '56. 



 

 

31 

Social Life at the University of Illinois, a Comparison 

Lage: Just as comparison, were there parties in Illinois?  We didn't talk about social 
life back there.  Was the social life different? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Well, there were dinner parties, of course.  And there were cocktail 
parties.  There still were, weren't there?  Yes.  Cocktail--not evening parties, 
but cocktail.  The social life in Illinois was often not as interesting.  We knew 
some people who were just like us--well, they weren't, but we had things in 
common.  We had good times with them.  Very good times.  We had some 
very good friends.  A few.  Not so many.  And we would have spaghetti and 
red wine kind of parties.  That would be our dinner.    

Lage: Well, you were younger and didn't have as much money. 

Bouwsma: We were younger.  We didn't have as much money.  No, that's right.  And if 
anybody had a jug of red, you know, that would be very good news.  [laughs]  
We knew we had to have liquor for some people, but we didn't have to have it 
for our good friends, and didn't have it for them.  But there was far too much 
of this talk about going [leaving Illinois] always. 

Lage: Yes.  So it was not a good feeling? 

Bouwsma: That wasn't, no.  And our better friends were not in the history department.  
The history department, I think, was rather a dull one, and the people all 
wanted to leave.  They didn't necessarily in English, so much. 

Lage: Now, what about out here, did you have friends in other departments? 

Bouwsma: We always have had, but not so many--social life in Urbana-Champaign was in a 
way very important because there was no place to go.  When we came out here, 
we realized people were always going away for the weekend.  Who would have 
dreamt of it?  Where would you go?  Well, of course, Marin County.  We found 
out there were wonderful places. 

Lage: And did you start doing that? 

Bouwsma: We didn't go for the weekend much, because with a whole family it was pretty 
expensive.  But we would go often on a Sunday, go out to Marin County and 
take walks.  Yes, we did a lot of that. 

Lage: To the beach, and--? 



 

 

32 

Bouwsma: Yes.  To Inverness.  Places like that.  But there wasn't any place to go in 
Urbana, so we did go across departments.  And we knew a lot of scientists in 
those days, which we don't much any more. 

Influx of Young Faculty at Berkeley 

Lage: When you came to Berkeley, was it more of a departmental social life? 

Bouwsma: It was more departmental.  Yes, well, here the history department was, for one 
thing, huge, and for another thing, they seemed to be getting along well.  Of 
course, they weren't, because there were all these old ones that weren't, but we 
didn't have to-- 

Lage: The younger crowd-- 

Bouwsma: But the younger crowd was very--oh, and hiring like mad, all the time.  
Anybody you wanted, you could get.  Just get a committee and ask somebody.  
They were piling in and piling in.  I mean, we were part of the pile in. 

Lage: And then did you just kind of sweep these new people into the circle of dinner 
parties? 

Bouwsma: Oh, sure.  Oh, yes.  Oh, very much so.  A few of them didn't really like that 
and never would come.  They would somehow never amount to much either.  
Maybe this isn't right, I don't know. 

Lage: But do you think coming to the parties helped them advance their careers, or--
? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes, I do. Because those were the ones you liked, you saw, you promoted.  
[laughs]  I think so.  That could be wrong, but it seemed like that to me.  And 
it was so important to do that. 

Lage: Did the wives get together during the day? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Sure, some of us did.  Not all.  What did we do, I don't know.  Oh, we 
used to walk up in Strawberry Canyon, for one thing.  That was wonderful.  
That was so much fun.  When the children got old enough to be in school, we 
would just hike and hike.  And then I found out some of the places where the 
children were going, but not all. 

Lage: Now, what do you mean? 
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Bouwsma: Well, the children--we never had a yard, and our particular children would 
entertain themselves on the campus and up the canyon.  They had a little cabin 
up there and they would make tea, and they planted geraniums. 

Lage: Did they tell you about these things? 

Bouwsma: Later.  Later.  They would walk in the storm drains and hang from the 
sculpture.  There's some kind of sculpture things that you can hang from.  I 
don't know what they are.  I've never taken to art especially, but they told me 
how they would climb on these things and swing around. When nobody was 
there, of course. 

The Price of Housing in Berkeley, Then and Now 

Lage: So the campus was like their backyard? 

Bouwsma: Oh, it was their backyard.  That was their backyard.  We lived down on the 
corner there. 

Lage: Where? 

Bouwsma: Cedar and La Loma. 

Lage: Oh, just near by here. 

Bouwsma: After the one year in the brown shingle, we bought that one and lived there 
until we went to Cambridge, and sold that house and moved up here. 

Lage: When you came back you mean?  Who had lived here before? 

Bouwsma: Joe Kerman.  Yes. 

Lage: I see there's a lot that looks like it's never been built on, and now there's a for 
sale sign. 

Bouwsma: Hasn't.  Is there a for sale sign?  I always thought that was an unbuildable lot. 

Lage: Well, I just saw it coming up today. 

Bouwsma: A Berkeley engineer once told me there is no such thing as an unbuildable lot, 
but some lots are so expensive that nobody would think of it, and maybe that's 
it. 

Lage: Except today when-- 

Bouwsma: Everybody's spending so much. 
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Lage: Yes, it's crazy. 

Bouwsma: Oh, that's interesting, I didn't know about it.  Well, this neighborhood is just 
going--I mean all the neighborhoods are just going up, up, up. 

Lage: And don't you think that has something to do with the changing relationships, 
that young professors can't live here. 

Bouwsma: Of course they can't.  That certainly has to be something very different, 
because sometimes they live quite far. 

Lage: Pinole. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Pinole, oh, think of living--[stamps foot on ground]  Too painful to 
contemplate.  Pinole!  Oh.  No, we mostly could afford pretty good houses in 
those days.  And we didn't have huge amounts of money, but what we had to 
spend on houses was so, comparatively--.  Well, like us buying this house.  
We couldn't have paid a bit more, but we paid $60,000 for it, which now is 
nothing. 

Lage: And it probably seemed like quite a bit. 

Bouwsma: Oh, it seemed like a large amount, but now you could hardly get a garage for 
that.  And we had to rent out half of it too. 

Lage: Of this house? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  We rented it--we had two--  

Lage: Even with your four children? 

Bouwsma: Well, by that time they were pretty well gone.  They were gone.  One to 
Canada, others to college.  Yes.  So that didn't matter.  But, you know. when I 
think of getting this place for sixty, it's just--none of our children has that 
cheap a house. 

Lage: No.  And don't tell any of the new professors.  That won't make friends of 
them. 

Bouwsma: No, it won't.  No.  It's the way we used to think about oriental rugs.  If people 
who were not rich had them, their parents had had them, then you got them.  
Otherwise, you didn't have them, when we were young. 

Lage: And what is this?  [indicates rug] 
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Bouwsma: This is a Turkish rug, not such a good one.  We have a very good one in the 
living room, which we paid the earth for, and have never regretted.  So that 
makes us as good as the ones with money.  [laughter] 

Sabbatical in Italy, 1959-1960 

Lage: Did your whole family go to Italy? 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: When did you do that? 

Bouwsma: Oh, let's see.  We went from here.  I think it was in 1958.  Yes, it was just-- 

Lage: So soon after you got here? 

Bouwsma: Maybe it was 1960?  [1959-1960]  It would seem like we had to wait until we 
had a sabbatical, doesn't it?   Because we did have one.  Bill got two grants, 
one Guggenheim and one Fulbright. 

Lage: What was Florence like? 

Bouwsma: Florence in those days was very, very different from now.  You know, all little 
shops, and you had to go everyday.  Well, more than once a day.  I went 
shopping twice a day.  And we had, in fact, a helper.  I can't believe it.  She 
came to our front door and she said she wanted to work for us.  I barely could 
understand that much.  I said, "What do you do?"  She said, "Faccio tutto." 
"Everything."  So I said, "How much money?"  [laughs]  She told me in lire, 
and I finally understood and it was almost nothing; it was like fifty dollars a 
month.  She didn't want to live in.  Anyway, that was a very important thing 
that we had her, because she taught me so much about what Italians were 
really like.  

Lage: Did she teach you by example, or did she tell you? 

Bouwsma: She told me, and she taught me by example.  She was an extremely nice 
woman. 

Lage: Did you learn Italian then, to speak it, or--? 

Bouwsma: Oh, my Italian is so terrible.  I had taken it in night school before we went, so 
I could know how to get along a little bit.  But, you know, what would they 
teach me.  "Maria va a la lavagna," "She goes to the blackboard," "She takes 
the [gesso?] chalk," [laughs], "She goes for a walk," you know.  And when I 
got there I realized that wasn't the conversation that was going on.  So we 
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couldn't know anybody, any Italians, except ones who knew English.  Or ones 
we paid like Azeglia, the helper.  She told me so many things.  I remember, 
like if you picked up the phone, what you should say. 

Lage: Just simple things like that. 

Bouwsma: Well, yes.  "Signora ce?" you know, "Is she there?"  Stuff like that.  And she 
knew what things the children--well, the children were going to American and 
English schools, because we decided--I don't know whether we were right, we 
probably weren't--that they couldn't really learn to speak Italian and get all their 
subject matter under control.  I didn't know.  It was a bad problem to us. 

Lage: Would it be better to have them really get the Italian down, or--? 

Bouwsma: Yes, which we figured they'd forget.  I don't know if they would have, or if 
they would have learned it.  And how much they would have missed in the 
way of math, I don't know.  Never will know.  Some people would do it both 
ways. 

Lage: Did they learn Italian at all, do you think, or was it--? 

Bouwsma: One of them did.  Philip, the second one, was so keen on Latin that he didn't 
want to know a bit of Italian because it would mess up his Latin.  Our oldest 
boy learned enough to have one friend, who was very interested in America, 
so wanted to have an American friend.  And they did really quite well 
together.  We invited him quite often, and their parents invited him, too.  He 
was in Italian school, of course, but they had a good relationship.  Then our 
third boy, he was determined to become sophisticated and European and--.  
The one over there on the right.  [points to photo.] 

Lage: And how old was he then? 

Bouwsma: He was about eight or nine.  He wanted to be able to deal in stores, and he was 
able to.  I would send him around and he would do his errands.  He especially 
loved to buy--anything like cigarettes and liquor was especially good for him, 
being this cosmopolitan sophisticate.  [laughs]  And the one next to the one on 
the left, [indicates photo] he was the Latin scholar. 

Lage: And how old was he when you went? 

Bouwsma: He must have been twelve.  Yes.  John, on the left, was about fourteen.  Yes.  
And Sarah was about five or six, five, I guess. 

Lage: Did Sarah go off to school too? 



 

 

37 

Bouwsma: Yes, she went to an English kindergarten, where she learned a huge amount.  
It was unbelievable.  She came back reading fourth-grade stuff.  They didn't 
know what to do with her.  And I thought maybe she should be skipped, but 
they thought no, they didn't really think so.  I think they were right, because it 
turned out she wasn't uncommonly bright, she just was taught that.  It wasn't 
her natural thing.  She certainly wouldn't have been up with the others in other 
ways.  If anything, a little behind.  Now she's fine, but she's been through 
many things. 

Lage: I was thinking maybe we should take a break and start this another day, 
because I think when you talk almost two hours you run down. 

Bouwsma: Oh, I bet you do, I don't know.  Maybe so.  Yes, I have a lot to think about. 

Further Thoughts on the Year in Europe, and Culinary Changes 

[Interview 2: February 7, 2001] ## 

Lage: This is the second interview with Beverly Bouwsma, February 7, 2001.  We 
had ended last time talking about the year in Italy, '59 and '60.  You had some 
more thoughts you wanted to add to that. 

Bouwsma: I sort of forgot what I said then, but I would say that it was a very interesting 
year because--well, for one thing I think when a family goes off somewhere 
like that they get much closer.  You find out things about your children and 
your husband that you never knew, because you don't have much of any other 
friends, that's the real reason I think.  That was one good thing that happened.   

 But what was much more wonderful was the sense of Europe that we got.  
We'd never been.  To go into these churches and museums, on an almost daily 
basis, was very wonderful.  I would head out for the store, and then on my 
way I would take in this or that.  Always stop in some good place.  I had lots 
of time.  We had a full-time helper who just had come to the door.  As a 
result, I had a lot of time to spend, and all the children were in school.  I just 
went around and looked at all this stuff, and so did Bill, and so did the 
children--. 

Lage: The children had the same sense of discovery? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  They got to have a real love for these things.  Especially the Michelangelo 
David, of course.  That was just the boys' ideal of somebody that they could grow 
up to be.  [laughter]  And there were things that were funny to them, too.  But 
anyway, we went around to all these places, and just Bill went off a lot, so I was 
with the children. 
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Lage: To other cities you mean? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  He spent a lot of his time in Venice, where he should have been doing 
his research, but we decided that Venice just sounded too, I don't know, too 
watery, or--. 

Lage: To actually live there? 

Bouwsma: Yes, and the kids might fall in the canals, like I worried they'd fall in the 
Pacific Ocean.  So, as a result, he had to be gone quite a lot.  And then the 
woman who worked for us was so extremely nice.  I suppose it was a kind of 
European thing, I don't know, because I've never had anybody else working 
for me, but she was especially wonderful.  And she was so fond of the 
children, and she cooked good stuff.  Maybe it was all put on, but it didn't 
seem like it.    

Lage: Were you spoiled for coming back here and taking the reins of the house 
again? 

Bouwsma: Oh, no.  I thought about it a little bit, but I didn't know anybody else who had 
that kind of help.  Nobody.  It just seemed like a thing that attached itself to 
Europe.  After a year of it, I was glad to get back, really was. 

Lage: Did you learn any Italian cooking from her? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Oh, I did.  I stood over her shoulder and she showed me how to 
make spaghetti sauce and things like that.  She may not have been a 
remarkable cook, but to me she seemed like a wonderful one.  I suppose 
because Italian food is better than anything I had known.  Because I was back 
in my casserole days, I think.  The tuna fish and the stuff. 

Lage: So did it change the way you cooked, or bought food? 

Bouwsma: Oh, it certainly did.  Oh, yes.  Oh, completely.  Not only did I learn some 
Italian things, but we'd eaten so well for a year that we couldn't go back, none 
of us could.  The kids had been wanting so much to come back here and have 
a nice hamburger.  We came back, we got them the hamburger, and they 
looked sort of sad, and they said, "Well, it's a good sandwich, but who would 
call it dinner?"  [laughter] 

Lage: So they really got used to Italian cooking? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.   

Lage: So then what recipes or cooking did you bring back? 
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Bouwsma: Oh, well, mostly Italian.  But I began to-- 

Lage: Tomato sauce things? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  But they don't use so much of the tomato in Florence where we were 
living as they do in the southern part.  Oh yes, and eggplant things, and just--I 
just spent much more time and attention on everything.  I had to because the 
family demanded it having been eating Azeglia's cooking for a year. 

Lage:  And what about fresh ingredients, did you come back with that--? 

Bouwsma: Ohhh!  Oh, yes.  Because I went to the store at least twice a day.   

Lage: Was that new for you? 

Bouwsma: Oh, absolutely.  I was a once-a-week person. 

Lage: Were you a canned-goods person, or a frozen-foods person? 

Bouwsma: Oh yes.  Canned and frozen.  Have hardly used them since. 

Lage: It's interesting.  I may have mentioned we're doing this food in California 
project. 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes. 

Lage: It's very interesting to document how people's habits and cookery changed and 
why.   

Bouwsma: Well, mine changed because of her good cooking.  None of us could eat the 
way we had again.  I mean, the idea of a canned vegetable, I don't think I've 
bought one since. 

Lage: Yes.  Did your dinner parties change then? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  But other people's were, too.  So maybe it wasn't just Europe.  I had 
a good friend who's a--matter of fact, whose parents were Italian, and she was 
a good cook and she taught me some things.   

Lage: Somebody who was here? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  But everybody seemed to be cooking better all of a sudden.  You know, 
it was just much more in people's thoughts, what you ate.   

Lage: You're making me hungry. 
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Bouwsma: [laughter]   

Lage: Did you travel around Europe? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  We didn't a huge amount, but during the summer we went up to 
Denmark.  The reason we did is that Bill needed to visit some European 
capitals and we did not have the money to take the children, so I stayed sort of 
under the aegis of some Danish friends whom we'd known in Berkeley, but 
then they had come to stay with us and lived in our apartment for, oh, some 
weeks.  So they owed us.  They got us a little house near their house up on the 
North Sea in Jutland.  The kids and I stayed there for half the summer while 
Bill went to London and Paris and places like that that he absolutely needed to 
go to, but that we couldn't afford--we were running short of money.  Oh yes, 
we'd gone through France, and Germany, and Austria, and Switzerland. 

Lage: Renting a car? 

Bouwsma: No, we went on a train or buses.  We never rented a car at all.  We're a bit 
timid drivers, and I think that would have been too much.   

Lage: The train is a nice way to travel. 

Bouwsma: It is.  Yes. 

New Perspectives From the Year Abroad 

Lage: So did Bill express that it changed his outlook at all, especially when you 
mention that Ray Sontag was so opposed to him because he hadn't been to 
Europe?   

Bouwsma: Oh, yes. 

Lage: Did it make a difference? 

Bouwsma: Oh, I think it made a huge difference.  For one thing, it made him realize what 
an American he was.  Made us all realize that.  

Lage: In what way? 

Bouwsma: Well, that we just weren't quite like Europeans, and we were very much like 
Americans.  All the time we were over there enjoying ourselves, the flag was 
waving in front of our faces, sort of.  The American flag, because we realized 
how--well, how in a way American we were, and at the same time, we 
realized that if you go that far, people are much the same.   
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Lage: If you go that far--? 

Bouwsma: If you go as far as Europe.  That really you know the same kind of people, but 
they had different manners, and ways of doing things, and eating, and all that.  

Lage: Were there particular things you noticed that made you say, "I'm American 
and they are--?"  Can you identify any of the qualities?  

Bouwsma: Let's see, what were the things?  Well, I know the feeling of it, and yet I don't 
know how I can put it.  Clothes for one thing.  And children's behavior.  I 
wasn't used to children behaving as well as European children are meant to. 

Lage: Being better behaved? 

Bouwsma: Better, better behaved.  And ours learned to be that.  We all got more 
particular.  Bill and I did.  And the children even with themselves and each 
other got more so.  I don't know, we certainly didn't look back on American 
food.  We looked back on our car with great affection. 

Lage: To get around more easily? 

Bouwsma: To get around more easily, because we never had one there, and wouldn't have 
wanted one, because we couldn't really afford it, and we were timid drivers.  I 
don't know, we tried to think of ourselves as Americans, but take on some 
European ways, let's say.  Well, especially with the food and the children's 
behavior.  Our own manners, in fact, improved, I think for a while. 

Lage: More graciousness? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Yes, we felt that way.  That we could be not quite as crude.  [laughter] 

Lage: I can't imagine your thinking you're being crude in comparison, but--. 

Bouwsma: Well, there were things, though, that we could see that the best kind of 
Europeans had that we did not have.  I think a lot of it had come from being in 
families that had been forever civilized.  We didn't.  I mean, we have pictures 
of Bill's, I think it was his great -grandfather, standing in the north of Holland 
in a sort of homemade suit.  I mean somebody had made the cloth, it looked 
like.  It was all crude, and the sleeves were short, the guy with a beard that 
[sound and gesturing].  I mean, that's his background.  And mine isn't, I don't 
think, any different.  My Norwegian part.  So you know it hadn't been so long, 
and we didn't learn such--our parents thought they were teaching us good 
manners, but, in fact, we learned some better ones, let's say. 
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Lage: Oh that's interesting, so it was manners.  Did you get to Norway on this trip?  
Or Denmark was as close as you got? 

Bouwsma: No, we didn't.  Denmark was as close as we got.  No, I've never been to 
Norway, I'm sorry to say.  Bill has never been interested in going, and I don't 
know. 

Lage: Might be time to explore your roots. 

Bouwsma: Well, I'd like to do it, and I may do it.  

Lage: Should we move back to California? 

Bouwsma: Sure, let's go. 

The Year in Palo Alto, 1963-1964: A Difficult Time for Bill 

Lage: Okay.  I was going to ask you--this skips a couple years--about the year at the 
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, '63, '64. 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Yes, that's right. 

Lage: Bill was working on his Venice book.   

Bouwsma: He was working on his Venice book, and the more he realized that the book 
was about his father, the crazier he got.  So we had all these sessions.  We had 
a wonderful Maybeck house. 

Lage: And where was that? 

Bouwsma: Oh, it was a little place called Campobello in Palo Alto.  It was kind of just off 
a main drag, but yet it was extremely private and wonderful in there.  It was 
just a great house.  Anyway, we lived there with all the children. 

Lage: Did they mind being uprooted again? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes, they did, but they got used to it.  They liked their schools down there 
better; they were much better schools, so they had a pretty nice time.  And 
they got back and forth a certain amount.  But anyway, in this house in 
Campobello, we had all these sessions in front of the huge fireplace.  We 
would light the fire and then Bill would start to talk.  So you know, it was as if 
I was his psycho or something. 

Lage: His therapist. 
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Bouwsma: Yes, his therapist.  And he would go on and on talking about all these 
interesting things. 

Lage: About his family dynamics? 

Bouwsma: Yes, about his family, that I didn't know.  He was getting madder by the day at 
his father, whom I'd been very fond of.  I had him in class, and he was my 
professor. 

Lage: Oh, he was? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  But I could see that Bill was right to be mad.   

Lage: Was that the first time he expressed being angry with him? 

Bouwsma: He'd talked about it some, but not very much, and certainly not in the detail 
that he did then, that year at the center.  And he kept getting a little crazier and 
crazier, 'til I was almost getting worried about him, but not really.  I mean, I 
realized it was probably temporary, and it was temporary.  It was something 
he ought to have done, I think, too.   

Lage: So you became his therapist? 

Bouwsma: I did.  That's what I did that year. 

Lage: That must be hard to have those two roles, wife and therapist? 

Bouwsma: Well, actually it seemed all right, except that he was getting more and more 
distant as a husband and closer as a patient.  [laughs]  

Lage: This would make a good novel. 

Bouwsma: Well, maybe I'll write it.  Anyway, that's the way things were.  So in some 
ways I had to be pretty patient.  I don't know what he felt about it; I don't think 
we've ever discussed it since, or discussed that aspect of it.  But I know he 
was very much, in a way, not the husband he'd been.  And so concerned with 
his father thing.  I don't know.  Anyway--. 

Lage: Was he also working on his book--? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  He was work-- 

Lage: He was able to continue to work on the book? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  He did continue working on it.  And he was very worn out and worried by 
that whole thing.  It was a very, very hard book for him to write.  The Calvin 
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thing was just a breeze, he loved writing it.  Everyday.  He would wake up so glad 
because he could go and write his Calvin book and then come home very tired, 
want to look at television and be very cozy, you know.  But not with this Venice 
thing, oh no, not at all, very different book.  He was so happy when that year was 
over and his book was--well, it was well on its way.  I guess it wasn't quite 
finished, but mostly finished.   

Lage: Was there anything about the center that brought this on, or was it just 
personal things? 

Bouwsma: No, I think it was just personal things.  The center was fine.  It's a very, very 
nice place, and everything was done for him.  You know, there he was with an 
office, papers, secretary, if he wanted one.  Everything he could use, and that 
bothered him too, because--. 

Lage: It was too soft? 

Bouwsma: Well, he had to write the book, no excuses.  Not a single excuse in the world from 
getting down to this very hard book to write.  I've sort of forgotten how his father 
worked into it, but it was as if his father was the papacy or something, and that 
was the enemy.  Something like that. 

Relationships with the In-laws 

Lage: When I interviewed Bill, he certainly mentioned that this dynamic with his 
father seemed to enter into so many of his books. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Right, it does.  Well, you know, he's still such a child of his parents I can 
hardly believe it.  He doesn't seem to have really completed his departure 
from them, or his rebellion, or whatever. 

Lage: His father was still alive during this time. 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Oh, very much so. 

Lage: Did he ever confront his father with these things? 

Bouwsma: No.  Oh, no.  When his father was here, he would just smolder and bring him 
whatever he wanted and be very, very happy whenever I was nice to them.  Very, 
very pleased when I was.  So much so, that I really had to be very decent to them.  
And, I think, why I probably was.   

Lage: Wouldn't you have been otherwise, or were they hard to be charming to? 
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Bouwsma: I think that most parents didn't quite want as much.  Mine certainly didn't.  But 
they would come every summer and stay the summer.   

Lage: Oh, that's a long stay. 

Bouwsma: Not with us, but renting a house.  And that was a long stay.  Some summers 
they lived across the street.  I would do things like, oh, bringing over the 
newspaper and inviting them for dinner, and, "Did they need anything?" and 
all this kind of stuff. 

Lage: Were they on their own?   

Bouwsma: Oh, yes. 

Lage: Did they go out and see the sites on their own? 

Bouwsma: I don't think they did much of that.  No.  As I look back on it, it seems like 
they mostly wanted to come for dinner,  but--.  And then, there was all this 
stuff about was I going to have potatoes, because that would be very 
important.  And my mother-in-law would say, "Oets,"--that was his name, you 
know, Oets.   

Lage: Oets?  How do you spell that? 

Bouwsma: O-e-t-s.  Oets Kolk, K-o-l-k, Bouwsma was his name.  Very Dutch.  "Oets 
doesn't like a meal without potatoes."  You know, "He must have his 
potatoes," so I would do this.  I just mean in those ways, simple little--. 

Lage: Yes, sure.  I can appreciate it.  But each summer, for all summer, would be 
hard.  Did they get along with the grandchildren? 

Bouwsma: Well, you know, I don't believe so.  Our children now say that they never 
really liked their grandfather.  Our son John, who likes almost everybody, 
says, "He was the first man I ever disliked."  He would tease them.  He loved 
that, to tease them about words and so on, you know.  When they were just 
little kids, and they didn't appreciate it.  And there's no reason why they 
should, and I thought it was very painful myself.  

Lage: It maybe gave you an idea of what Bill had gone through. 

Bouwsma: Well, it did.  I began to understand it.  Because Bill had gone through the 
same thing, and so had his mother, who was not a very, somehow, bright 
woman.  I don't know what I mean by that, but she just didn't seem very 
bright.  And he would tease her constant--he was very bright.  No question 
about that.  Have you ever seen a picture of him? 
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Lage: I don't think so.  

Bouwsma: Well, I'll show you it--[goes and gets photo] 

 He would get people's confidence, and then he would pounce on them.  That's 
what he did.  That's what he loved.   

Lage: So he had to show people up then? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Oh, never anything better than that.   

Lage: I don't think this picture really shows that aspect.  He looks like he could be a 
very engaging and kind of sweet old man. 

Bouwsma: Not sweet.  I wouldn't say so.  I suppose it does.  Maybe that's why Bill leaves 
it. 

Lage: He had sort of twinkly eyes and-- 

Bouwsma: Yes.  He had twinkly eyes, very--little pyramid eyes.  He was quite a man.  I 
think he was quite a good philosopher.  And he had all his sort of 
conversations with Wittgenstein, and this kind of thing.  He really appealed to 
the pros, it seems.  And he was fun to have as a professor because he would sit 
in the corner smoking his pipe and looking up, just at the wall or something, 
and we would all go on, have our little class, and then he would whirl around, 
"You said..." you know.  We knew he was going to, and I found it quite fun.  I 
loved it, but I can understand if you were a small child you would not.   

Lage: No. 

Bouwsma: When you had no way to defend yourself, and he was teasing you about the 
way you used words. 

Lage: I would think it would turn you it into a very silent type. 

Bouwsma: That’s what it turned Bill into.  He didn't ever want to say much.  Yes.  And I 
can understand why.  Awful thing. 

Lage: You must have felt protective of the children? 

Bouwsma: Well, I did, but there was no way I could protect them.  Now and then--he 
couldn't do it to me, because I would just lower my head a little like that, and 
he would quit.  He would act like a scared kid, which I rather liked, seeing 
how many kids he scared.  It was a funny business.  But it was very 
burdensome to have them coming for the whole summer and feeling so 
dependent.  It isn't--they would try to pay us back; they would take us to 
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restaurants and things.  I mean they were perfectly nice about it, but it was a 
burden.  And then they were always talking about how they might move in 
with us when they got old, and that was horrible to think of.  How they could 
take over our bedroom and make a little kitchen in back of it.  Oh. 

Lage: That seems a little presumptuous? 

Bouwsma: Well, it was, but then they never did it.  Bill's father died when they were still 
living in their very nice house in Austin, where he had gone after his 
retirement to teach.  Then the mother went back to Michigan where Bill's 
brother lives, who's very, very much not like Bill.  And he's very--he was 
always just utterly full of admiration for his parents, and still is, and can't bear 
to have anybody say anything bad about them. 

Lage: This is the brother? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  He's a great big tall man.  He's about six four, and-- 

Lage: My goodness.  Very different-- 

Bouwsma: Oh, utterly different.  Utterly different. 

Lage: He was the younger sibling? 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: Maybe he didn't get as much focus--? 

Bouwsma: I bet he didn't. Anyway, Bill always was smart, and that was the point of him 
in the family.  His mother wanted him to be very, very smart.  Bill told me 
how she came running when he came home from kindergarten on the last day 
of school to see what his grades were.  [laughs]  Oh, she cared desperately that 
he should be very, very smart.  And his father didn't want him to be, 
apparently.  Well, the second boy, I don't know whether he's smarter or 
dumber or anything than Bill, but he is totally non-intellectual.  And will 
never make any point of his brightness, which Bill always has, and always 
did, and had to.  I don't know how smart he is.  I think it's extremely hard to 
tell by now.  But his brother Chuck was just so different and got along just 
beautifully with his parents.   

Lage: Did the mother live with him, or just nearby? 

Bouwsma: No, she never could have lived with him; he had seven children.  But, no, she 
moved into a retirement home, and things were fine. 
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Lage: So, you were saved.  Would you have put your foot down if they had said--? 

Bouwsma: No.  No, no, I would have let them come, I think.  I certainly would have.  No, 
I don't see a--no, I couldn't have, wouldn't have.  Don't think so.  Unless it had 
got a lot worse than I could even imagine, and I could imagine it being pretty 
bad.
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III  TUMULTUOUS TIMES, BERKELEY IN THE SIXTIES 

Family Attitudes Towards the Unrest 

Lage: Well, we will leave the family and get you back to Berkeley from that year at 
the center.  You came back to the Free Speech Movement.  

Bouwsma: We did.  Oh, yes! 

Lage: I'm interested in how you experienced the sixties and what stands out in your 
memory? 

Bouwsma: Ohh.  At the moment what I mainly remember is always having to have a beer 
in the refrigerator because Bill, or the boys--the boys were in school here, that 
was an awful--. 

Lage: In Cal? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  That was terrible. 

Lage: They were students at Cal? 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: Two of them, or--? 

Bouwsma: All three.  

Lage: All three of them.  Oh, my. 

Bouwsma: Isn't that strange.  'Tis.  Well, anyway, I remember this beer against the tear 
gas and how they would come running up the hill all tear gassed.  And the 
arguments, of course, that would happen at the table. 

Lage: Did they have a different outlook from the two of you? 

Bouwsma: Oh, sure.  Oh, sure.  I mean they were totally pro-student.  I was sometimes 
pro-student and sometimes pro-faculty.  I don't think my ideas made any sense 
now that I think of it.  And Bill was--well, Bill was the same but he was much, 
much more pro-university.  He just didn't want the thing to collapse, and he 
was really afraid it would, did look like it might. 

Lage: It did.  We kind of tend to smoosh everything together-- 

Bouwsma: But yes, it wasn't like that, of course, it was changing all the time. 
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Lage: The Free Speech Movement was a distinct thing. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Well, that was a--poor Bill got involved you know.  Some kids had a--
oh, I've forgotten, they got together with signs and it said "Fuck you," or 
something. 

Lage: That was the filthy speech movement.   

Bouwsma: The filthy speech--.  He got, of all things, appointed to be on the committee to 
deal with that. 

Lage: Oh, yes.  The Faculty Committee on Student Discipline, or something. 

Bouwsma: Yes, something like that.  I don't know why he got put on that, but he did.  So 
they had to be a little hard on them, and then in the end, not be, of course.  
And in a way he laughed about it, but in a way he was annoyed too, that they 
would do this thing which was so upsetting to the university.  He was worried 
that they would go too far and the whole thing would collapse.  It's the kind of 
thing that Bill would worry about, I think, more than most people.   

Lage: That it would become chaotic. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  He worries a lot about chaos. 

Lage: And he writes about it.  

Bouwsma: Oh, he does. 

Lage: Order and disorder. 

Bouwsma: Oh, he cares so much about order.  Yes, very much about order. 

Lage: Philosophically, was he in agreement with the ideas? First, the Free Speech 
Movement and then the antiwar movement? 

Bouwsma: Oh, he was antiwar, very.  Very antiwar.  With three sons, who wouldn't be?  
Maybe a great patriot.  We were both extremely antiwar and used to go on the 
marches and things, so he didn't have any objection to that, except that he 
didn't see why they had to mix it up with the university.   

Lage: I see.  Make the university a focus? 

Bouwsma: The same thing with the Free Speech, he didn't care if they used--what they 
said, I mean he'd been in the army, after all. He said a lot worse things than 
these kids ever thought of.  As I well remember, having worked in an airplane 
hangar.  But he didn't want it to be hitched up to the university and bring it 
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down.  That was always his horrible worry, that they didn't know what they 
were doing.  He didn't particularly object to most things except--. 

 ## 

Bouwsma: Except he minded when it had anything to do with the intellectual life.  He 
thought it was dumb when they had to meet in their professors' homes and all 
that, instead of on the campus.  And, of course, there was so much controversy 
among the faculty about it. 

Lage: And he was, for a time during the sixties, chairman of the history department, 
and then vice chancellor. 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Right.  And then again, after we got back from Harvard, he was 
chairman again.  I think he was probably quite a good chairman.  He kind of 
thinks he didn't do well as a vice chancellor; I'm not so sure he didn't.  He 
almost had to be against some of these things, and yet, he never wanted to be 
hard on the kids.  He wanted to let them off.  He thought they were, after all, 
very young people who didn't know everything yet.  I think he thought he 
knew pretty much everything.  [laughter]  And I didn't think anybody knew 
anything.  But I was rather amused by it. 

Dinner Parties Plus Politics 

Lage: Now as a faculty wife, what was your role when he was department chair? 

Bouwsma: Oh, well, to entertain. 

Lage: Did it change? 

Bouwsma: Yes, well, sure.  I just had to entertain much more.  If I didn't have a dinner 
party a week I wouldn't get around to everybody.   

Lage: So this is within the department itself? 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: Did that contribute to kind of keeping the department united, do you think? 

Bouwsma: I think it did, because we could at least get together and talk. 

Lage: And did you talk about campus affairs? 

Bouwsma: Oh sure.  Oh yes, we did.  And there was great disagreement.  And I 
remember once-- there was a man named Larry Levine, a very nice man, but 
with a very short fuse, who took out against Bill. 
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Lage: At a dinner party setting? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  At his own house, as I remember.  Yes, it was.  And Bill was rather 
devastated that anybody could be that angry with him.  Larry was just 
infuriated. 

Lage: Was this when he was department chair? 

Bouwsma: No, when he was vice chancellor.  And Bill, poor thing, had to sit up all night 
listening to music and trying to calm himself down.  

Lage: Do you remember what he was so angry about? 

Bouwsma: Well, yes,  it was about black studies.   

Lage: Oh, yes. 

Bouwsma: Because Larry did black studies himself and Bill had started this thing where 
black people were supposed to do it. 

Lage: Oh, I see.  The ethnic studies program. 

Bouwsma: Ethnic studies, yes. 

Lage: Had Bill had a role in--? 

Bouwsma: He did have.  He didn't particularly believe in it, but he did it, because they 
demanded it, and it seemed to be necessary.  Anything that was necessary to 
keep the university going was what he was for.  And he didn't want to be too 
hard on the kids.  

Lage: So Levine didn't like the idea of making that a separate program? 

Bouwsma: No, he didn't.  And he had a point.  But, anyway, things like that would 
happen.  I don't know how I got on to Larry Levine? 

Lage: We were talking about politics being discussed at these nice dinner parties. 

Bouwsma: Oh yes.  Yes.  Well, they were mostly very nice.  In a way, people understood 
why other people had the attitude they did, and it was often very friendly even 
if you didn't agree.  

Lage: So you didn't try to organize your dinner parties to include only one faction at 
a time? 
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Bouwsma: Not necessarily, no.  There were other ways they were organized.  We used to 
talk about it all the time.  Who we should have with whom.   And how would 
this be--and, you know, would something else be better, and how about people 
outside the department, and yes. 

Lage: You and Bill talked about it, or did you have other-- 

Bouwsma: We did.  Bill and I talked about it.  We made a huge thing of dinner parties.  
More than I can even believe now, although we still have a lot of them, but 
just little ones. 

Lage: Now, did other wives of department chairmen take that role on as well? 

Bouwsma: I'm not sure anybody ever did it as much as I did.  I don't know why I did it so 
much, but I did it. 

Lage: Were you serving your Italian food? 

Bouwsma: I was serving whatever I could that was good.  I seem to remember that 
sometime in there the Julia Child cookbook came out, and I had to get one of 
those.  It's not that I'm such a wonderful cook.  I'm not.  I know many people 
who are better, but I was tending to be a kind of fashionable cook.  You know, 
wanting to do the right thing.  Going to the right recipes.  Not serving butter 
when butter wasn't served.  Buying the baguette, all that kind of stuff. 

Lage: Being on the cutting edge. 

Bouwsma: Yes, I was trying to be.  Yes, I was.  And trying to have nice pleasant parties, 
too.  

Lage: In the midst of all the turmoil. 

Bouwsma: In the midst of the turmoil.  I think it was my way of keeping the things 
together.  Like, Bill would go to the office and say this or that had to happen, 
and I would say, well, let's have this dinner. 

Chancellor Roger Heyns 

Lage: What do you recall about that year, or two years, when Bill was vice 
chancellor?  First of all, maybe something about Chancellor Heyns, who I 
guess was a cousin or--. 

Bouwsma: Yes, he was a cousin of Bill's, but Bill hadn't know him since they were little 
boys and went to music camp together.  Typically, Bill played the violin and 
Roger played the saxophone. 
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Lage: As children? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Oh, Roger was a great man I think.  He had such a sense of humor.  
Now I know that our children said that their friends would walk behind him 
going like Nazis, you know.  Because that's what they thought he was, which 
is certainly not the truth.  No.  I thought he was so nice, and he--oh, he was so 
funny about everything.  I remember him telling how, for a while--that on the 
Sproul Plaza they could only have posters that were so high, not any higher. 

Lage: Lots of time, place, and manner rules? 

Bouwsma: Yes, there was all that kind of thing.  So he woke up at four in the morning 
and realized he'd been told that someone was going to put a bigger one up, so 
he sat--he always kept a hard candy by his bed so he could suck it in the night 
and think of solutions to these problems.  [laughs]  He sucked his hard candy, 
and suddenly it came to him and he rang up buildings and grounds and he 
said, "Go out there first thing in the morning, before the kids even get there, 
take down anything that's larger."  And they did, and it solved it.  They didn't 
carry it any farther, who knows why?  Anyway, things like that he  would--. 

Lage: So they got it down early? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  He would do things like that.  I suppose it made people mad; to me it 
seemed extremely humorous and a good way to handle it.  His father had been 
a prison official and--. 

Lage: Oh my.  Lucky the students didn't know that.  

Bouwsma: It's lucky they didn't, because Roger would be called in when he was like 
sixteen and seventeen to help with prison problems.   

Lage: So he was used to mediating? 

Bouwsma: Oh, he was, he was very used to that.  He didn't take any of it very seriously.   

Lage: But he did have the heart attack in the middle of it, which was attributed to 
stress. 

Bouwsma: Well, yes.  It wasn't exactly in the middle of it, though.  Well, yes it was, too. 

Lage: I think was. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Not the one he died of, but yes, of course he had one.  Sure, he did.  

Lage: While he was chancellor. 
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Bouwsma: That's right.  Uh, huh.  Well, maybe he had more stress than I knew. 

Lage: It might just have been his heart, also. 

Bouwsma: Yes, he did have a bad heart, certainly. 

Lage: Did Bill pretty much agree with his approach? 

Bouwsma: I think he did.  I didn't, and I used to tease him. 

Lage: What were your--? 

Bouwsma: Well, I thought that he could be a little more lenient with them.  When 
People's Park went up I said to him, "You know, I bet if you just went once 
and swang a child in People's Park you wouldn't hear any more about it."  
[laughs]  Well, he didn't agree, of course, and I'm sure he was probably right.  
But I used to find four-leaf clovers and send them to him in the mail, and stuff 
like that.  He used to have things against me, too.  He said, "You know, you 
never spend enough on your clothes; are you afraid to buy a good dress?" 

Lage: He did say this to you? 

Bouwsma: Oh sure.  Yes.  He wanted me to look better. 

Lage: Did he say it as a friend or as the chancellor? 

Bouwsma: He said it almost in a pleading way.  Couldn't I just manage to spend a little 
more money?  [laughter] 

Lage: So did you? 

Bouwsma: Well, we were pretty good friends, but I was a little hurt at the dress idea.  

Lage: I would think so. 

Bouwsma: Because I thought I was already dressing quite well.  But, I guess I don't 
always know.   

Lage: What about his wife? 

Bouwsma: Oh, the poor wretch, oh.   

Lage: Tell me why you say that? 
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Bouwsma: Well, she took everything so seriously.  She was a very serious person.  She'd 
had some kind of mental upset.  I'm not sure what it was, and we never talked 
about it, but I heard from other people that she had been in the hospital for--. 

Lage: Earlier on?  Or, during this period? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Earlier.  And I could believe it, because to this day she still takes things 
very hard.  And she thinks all the time about that campus trouble. 

Lage: Still? 

Bouwsma: Oh, she does.  Yes. 

Lage: That must have been a very difficult situation for her then? 

Bouwsma: It was very, very hard for her.  I don't say that she didn't have any humor, 
because she did, but she was so sensitive about it and had such a lot of the old 
Dutch sense of order. 

Lage: She was from the same Dutch community? 

Bouwsma: Yes, she was.  And I could never understand why she didn't just enjoy it, you 
know.  I remember we were at her house for lunch one day, she had invited 
some vice chancellors' wives in for lunch, and then the students made a circle 
around the University House, so we couldn't get out.  The police would come 
and say, "All right, now we've got them cornered, if you'll get out in two 
minutes.  Go, right now, right now, out the back door and through the gate."  
And then everybody couldn't find their purse, or had to go to the bathroom or 
something.  [laughs]  Well, poor Esther was just utterly beside herself.  And it 
was so funny, what difference--? 

Lage: You thought it was funny at the time? 

Bouwsma: Oh, I thought it was just a riot.  So did some of the others.  Because the police 
and the students were both trying to be so rigid.  Here we were being these 
silly dames, you know, couldn't find our purse. 

Lage: This is a wonderful story. 

Bouwsma: But, poor Esther, she was always going through things like that, and people--
we haven't been to see her in Michigan where she now lives, but we will go.  
But, anyway, people report that when they go there she's still asking, "Now 
why do you think that so-and-so felt the way he did and was so hostile to 
Roger?"  Things like that. 
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Lage: It really troubles her. 

Bouwsma: It troubles her very much.  And troubles is just a good word to describe how 
she is.  She's very serious about everything.  And very gentle, too. 

Lage: Did Bill take it hard?  He must have been under fire as well? 

Bouwsma: Oh, he was under a lot of fire, yes.  He did take it hard.  Oh, sure.  Takes 
everything hard.  And certainly that was one of the worst things he's had to do. 

Son's Decision to Resist: "An Awful Business...A Son of That Age with That 
War" 

Lage: Now your son, was it your older son who was a war resister?  

Bouwsma: Yes, our oldest. 

Lage: Did he go to Canada? 

Bouwsma: He did. 

Lage: And when did he do that? 

Bouwsma: Oh, what year was that?  That must have been--? 

Lage: Bill was vice chancellor from '67 to '69. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Oh, was it during the vice chancellor time? 

Lage: I don't know. 

Bouwsma: Why would you know?  John must have been about twenty-one, and he was 
born in '46, so what does that--? 

Lage: That's '67.  

Bouwsma: Yes.  That would have been the first vice chancellor year.  

Lage: Was that something he discussed with you? 

Bouwsma: Oh, well, yes, he did.  We didn't know what he should do.  We were against 
the war.  Whether we could have found the place on a map is another 
question.  [laughs]  I'm not sure we could.  But we knew we were against--we 
felt very strongly, however misguided it might have been, I have no idea.  I 
still feel against it, but I probably don't know anything about it.  Anyway, we 
felt he should get out of it, and we hoped that we could get some doctor to say 
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something about him.  You know, that awful thing, it was terrible.  It was just 
an awful business having a son of that age with that war.  But nothing else 
seemed to work, he was perfectly healthy, mentally healthy.  It didn't seem 
like there was any other choice.  And he wouldn't go.  It was just--there was 
no question of him going, ever.  We didn't disagree with that, but we didn't 
know what he should do, or if he went to Canada, where he should go, or--. 

Lage: And you didn't know if he'd ever be able to come back, even. 

Bouwsma: No, we didn't.  So it was a terrible, terrible thing.  Terrible when he went.  He 
and his wife loaded up their car and off they went. 

Lage: So he was married at that time? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Yes, all our children married young and badly.  [laughs]  Except Sarah, 
she lived with her boy for a long time and then she was happily married.  But 
it was the same thing, if she had--she might have married him early, and then 
been divorced.  I don't know.  Oh, I don't know. 

 Anyway, though, the marriage didn't last, and I think it was partly the business 
of going up to Canada.  He went to Vancouver and got a job as an insurance 
salesman, but then he decided that the insurance was a gyp and he hated the 
whole thing, so he got rid of the job.  I think that's when his wife got pretty 
disgusted, because she wanted him to work.  Anyway, he went then to the 
Slocan Valley and lived--he had no home, but he just went from house to 
house.  He knew all the people, and he was kind of a trader.  He would know 
that somebody had an extra tire and somebody else had some snow boots, 
somebody else had some--.  So he was kind of welcomed, and ate and slept at 
these places, having no home.  It was just--. 

Lage: Did he write to you? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  All the--. 

Lage: Or telephone? 

Bouwsma: Oh, mostly wrote.  Long letters.  Yes, we heard from him all the time, which I 
never would admit to the police, but--. 

Lage: Did they come around?  Did the police-- ? 

Bouwsma: Oh, they came around to see me, yes.  They were trying to locate him. 

Lage: Oh, dear, that must have been very trying. 
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Bouwsma: Well, it was very trying, yes.  Except I remember there was some poor guy 
who came, and he had--he was so young, and he had this big cheap watch, and 
I thought, "Oh poor thing, has this awful job."  [laughs] 

Lage: Was he a policeman or a federal agent, or--? 

Bouwsma: My impression was he was from the FBI. 

 But this poor awful watch.  So I tried to be nice to him, but I couldn't tell him 
where John was, so I didn't.  Once our daughter was in the house here and 
John was hiding in the closet, because we were staked out.  We knew there 
was a car up there--. 

Lage: Had he come back to visit? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Oh, I didn't tell you, he'd come back, yes.  And she lied, she said, 
"Well, yes, now I have several brothers.  No, none of them is here."  And the 
guy left, I don't know what he thought.  Oh, I didn't mean to get into that. 

 Anyway, so he was up there and working the Slocan Valley.  It's up in the 
western part of Canada, in the mountains.  When we came back from 
Cambridge, he wanted to come, and he just wanted to come so desperately.  
He called me up at one point and he said, "I'm just coming."  Okay.  And he 
did.  We were all going to be together for Thanksgiving and he just wanted to 
come.  So he came.  We got together with our lawyer, and John's wife, of 
course, was here.  His wife said, "You know John, if you go to jail I will wait 
for you, I'm not going back to Canada."  So I mean--let's see, wife?  Because I 
said he left his wife, and he did, but--.  Oh, this was his second wife, that's 
right.  That's it.  So he went through this terrible thing--I mean he went down 
and gave himself up. 

Lage: Oh he did?  Oh my. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Well, yes, because he really liked this wife and--. 

Lage: And this would have been in the seventies, early seventies? 

Bouwsma: We were living in this house.  I still remember the closet he was hiding in.  
[laughs] 

Lage: Did he have to go jail then? 

Bouwsma: He didn't.  At the very last minute--well, he had several people who examined 
him and asked him questions and everything and finally somebody came 
running after him and he said, "You know John, you're twenty-nine now, you 
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wouldn't be much good in the army anyway."  And he said, "I realize you 
aren't suffering from anything worse than multiple file ailment." 

Lage: Multiple file ailment, that's wonderful. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  All these doctors he'd been to.  But he said, "I think we'll just let you 
off."  So it was wonderful, and, of course, we immediately had a superb party, 
wonderful party, inviting everybody we knew, and everybody he knew. 

Lage: But he was twenty-nine, that was eight years later. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  He was up there quite a long time.  He was.  Yes.  And I remember 
saying--well, but by the time the old people had all left, and the young people 
were still partying, and we decided to go to bed, I said, "John, I'm going to 
bed, and before I go I want to know if you have anything to say about this?"  
And he said, "Yes, I do."  He said, "I've been thinking a lot about it, and the 
truth is I would have been just the type to go to the army if it had been a 
decent war. I would have had a pretty good time, and fought, and probably felt 
good about it."  He said, "I'm not un-war like.  Never claimed I was."  He 
wouldn't either. 

Lage: He couldn't have done the conscientious objector. 

Bouwsma: Oh, he couldn't have.  No, no.  No.  That wasn't thought of by him.  So, I said, 
"Okay, all right, well, goodnight."  And John said, "Been a nice party, been a 
nice life." 

 So are we on to John and the draft, or are we--the other boys got off.  Philip 
because he got a good number, and Paul because he was sick; he had hepatitis. 

Lage: We forget how much that hung over everybody's head.  

Bouwsma: Oh, it was very, very bad. 

Lage: It was really the backdrop for the whole unrest. 

Bouwsma: It really was.  It was.  Yes.  I often thought that if they'd only stop the war, this 
stuff would stop.  I don't know if that's right, but it seemed like they were 
really against the government, but they couldn't quite--and the university was 
easier to rebel against.  Because they're supposed to have open minds and all 
this, and they pretty much did, but oh, they were driven to--.  [laughs] 
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The Challenges of Parenting: Rebellion, Drugs, Desegregation 

Lage: Let's just back up a minute now, because I wanted to ask you about raising 
children in Berkeley during this time.  I mean the school systems, and--. 

Bouwsma: The school, oh, when they were little? 

Lage: Little, or in the high school.  They were in school when it was desegregated? 

Bouwsma: Yes, oh yes. 

Lage: You mentioned the Palo Alto schools were better. 

Bouwsma: Well, they seemed to be better.  I think they were better.  The children 
enjoyed--they were much more--well, you knew what was happening in them.  
There wasn't anything especially new.   

Lage: How did you experience being a mother to four Berkeley school children?  
Did they all go to public school? 

Bouwsma: They all went to public school.  Always, except when we went to Italy.  And 
when we went to Cambridge, we put our daughter in a private one, because 
she was so angry about having to go Cambridge that we thought at least she 
should go to sort of a hippie school. 

 I thought when they were in grade school, everything went fine.  Sometimes 
the teachers were better than other times, but on the whole, it went well.  By 
the time they got into junior high, of course, they were junior high kids and 
they're a pain in the neck, pretty much.  But high school, by high school, it 
was terrible to be a mother of a Berkeley High kid, I thought.  You know, they 
were all getting into drugs, and I didn't know anything about them, and Bill 
didn't.  We were so unhappy, and yet we didn't know, and the kids said-- 

 Anyway, so that was very terrible and they were--oh they were--well, Philip 
was a most wonderful student.  A superb student.  He was all through high 
school and all through college, but John was certainly not.  He was always 
rebelling.  One day he came home with an "A," a "B," a "C," and a "D," and I 
said, "John what is this?  Do we need to send you to a counselor or 
something?"  And he said, "No, it's the perfect grades; it shows that when I 
care I can get an 'A,' and when I care less I can get a 'B,'" and so on.  [laughs]  
I talked to a friend of ours who's a clinical psychologist and he said, "The guy 
is right."  So okay, forget counseling.  We just went through all his stuff, but 
finally he got into Berkeley, which was a great thing.   
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 His last year of high school was in Palo Alto, where there wasn't a sense of 
rebellion.  So he didn't, and he worked and got his grades up.  He got in, and 
all that.  No, it was a terrible thing about high school, the worst.  I never, uck--
Friday night was party time.  I would station myself on the sofa, falling 
asleep, but so I could wake up the minute somebody came in the front door, so 
I could see when they came in, ask them where they'd been, ask them whether 
they'd had anything unusual, and so on.  And it was awful.  Awful.  Bill would 
just go to bed and not worry for some reason. 

Lage: It didn't bother him? 

Bouwsma: Well, it bothered him about the drugs, but he didn't think there was a thing he 
could do, so he didn't.  I always thought maybe there was something I could 
do, and if we could talk about it, you know.  But it didn't do any good.  
[laughter] 

Lage: You just had to live through it.  

Bouwsma: I just had to live through it.  That's what I did.  I lived through their high 
school years.  By college time, they'd learned to kind of keep things out of my 
notice.  And they weren't always living at--. 

Lage: They weren't always home? 

Bouwsma: No, they didn't live at home necessarily.  Maybe for a while, but they all had 
other residences.  So that was kind of good.  But no, not fun to be a Berkeley 
parent.  Not fun at all.  And that whole segregation--. 

Lage: It was the times, too.  It wasn't just Berkeley. 

Bouwsma: Oh, it wasn't just Berkeley, no.  Oh, no.  Certainly not.  In fact, we used to get 
a lot of children from all over the country, whose parents we knew, or maybe 
whom we knew, would come and stay because they wanted to be in Berkeley.  
They would get in trouble, and our lawyer got a lot of work that year.  One of 
them stole from a grocery store.  

Lage: You were putting them up? 

Bouwsma: Well, either putting them up, or being their only adult friends.   

Lage: Yes. 

Bouwsma: Her father--well, I shouldn't say this.  Let's say he was a professor at a rather 
prominent university in the East, where we happened to have been.  She was 
the one who stole from--of all the dumb, stupid things.  She wasn't any kind of 
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a thief at all, she just had done this, you know.  Just to do it, I don't know why.  
We had to get her off the hook.  There was one boy from Illinois that I had to 
ride around every week.  He would be hiding behind a certain bush, and he 
would put out his hand and I would put the money in from his mother.  
[laughs] 

Lage: You must have had the patience of Job. 

Bouwsma: Well, it was desperate.  These kids coming out here, they weren't old--they'd 
run away from home, really. 

Lage: Really runaways.  Were they going to Haight-Ashbury, and what not? 

Bouwsma: Oh, I suppose they did.  I didn't ask them.  I suppose they did.  They went 
most places.  Well, they didn't run away from home in the sense that their 
parents didn't know where they were.  But they'd just taken off on their own. 

Lage: That was the times. 

Bouwsma: That was when you did things like that.  And, of course, all of us were worried 
all the time that that would happen if we got to hard on our kids, they would 
take off.  And be discovered in the Haight-Ashbury. 

Lage: Did you observe that this was sort of a force for lax parenting? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Yes.  That's exactly what I thought, that you had to be a little lax.  
Although, there I was at the front door, which doesn't sound like I was being 
lax, but, you know--.  I didn't know--. 

 ## 

Bouwsma: Oh, about the kids.  Well, it was just the worst thing.  That's a lot of what we 
talked about at dinner parties. 

Lage: About the kids? 

Bouwsma: Yes, because everybody was having a hard time with theirs.  There were a few 
who said they weren't, and, I don't know, maybe they were right.  So, my hat 
is off.  [laughs] 

Lage: But you don't quite believe it. 

Bouwsma: No, I don't.  I never believed it, no.  No, I believe that all Berkeley children 
were a problem.  Certainly, mine were. 
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Lage: Were people's attitudes towards the turmoil on campus related, at all, to how 
they approached their child rearing? 

Bouwsma: Well, yes, I would say so.  It seemed to me that the ones who were pro-student 
were pro-kid, in general.  And believed that you should be--let children be 
who they were.  And I was kind of that way, but only up to a point.  Not 
altogether. 

Lage: Yes.  In the middle of the road. 

Bouwsma: Middle-of-the-road is probably what I was, yes. 

Lage: I had asked about how the kids experienced the desegregation process.  Did 
they live through that?  I'm not sure I have the time of that right? 

Bouwsma: Yes, they did.  Yes, and especially our daughter.  To tell the truth, she rather 
hated it.  Because--. 

Lage: Was she in the upper grades at the time? 

Bouwsma: Well, I think she was in, as I remember, junior high.  Anyway, she said, 
"Suddenly all these black girls seem to think they own the world and they're 
shooting hair spray in your face and disgusting things in the bathroom and I 
can't stand any of them."  They would do things on the bus.  She was, kind of, 
a gentle girl and not awfully large, you know.  She said, "Oh, these terrible 
great, big, black girls.  You know, oh!"  And they did pick on her.  There's no 
doubt about it. 

Lage: And the schools didn't seem to do much to enforce any kind of discipline. 

Bouwsma: No, they didn't.  No, and then what happened is that the people with any 
money sent their kids to private school.  But I didn't quite believe in that at the 
time, and we didn't have the money, either.  So we always sent them to the 
public. 

Lage: Did she adjust after time?  I mean, it was kind of a drastic situation, because 
she hadn't had the desegregated classes in the lower grades. 

Bouwsma: No, that's right.  I don't know if she ever really liked it.  I don't think she did.  
No, I think she didn't. 

Lage: It wouldn't get better as she got older. 

Bouwsma: Boys--well, of course this was Berkeley High, which always was 
desegregated.  They had a hard time, too, but John learned that if you just 
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didn't go certain places--there were certain places where he knew the tough 
guys were, who were generally black, though not always--and he just learned 
not to go there and to stay, you know, in safe places.  I don't remember much 
about Philip or Paul, but I just remember John and Sarah having these kinds of 
troubles.  

Lage: Did the children follow along with your religion? 

Bouwsma: Oh, no.  No.  Well, now Sarah's finally joined a church, but she's the only one.  
I think she's doing it mostly for her children, though she likes it.  She likes the 
people in it.  But no, no.  They were--well, we didn't go, either, at that point.  
No.  There were years when we didn't go.  And it was all during the sixties we 
didn't.  So we weren't objecting. 

Cultural Changes: Divorce, Dancing, Drinking 

Lage: We always focus on the children during the sixties, or the young people.  How 
were the adults affected by all these cultural shifts that occurred? 

Bouwsma: Oh, [laughs] going crazy.  Everybody I knew was, really. 

Lage: You mean questioning? 

Bouwsma: Yes, questioning and being stressed.  Not knowing what to do.  Not knowing 
about the drugs and the sleeping together and all this stuff. 

Lage: But did it affect their own behavior, I mean? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Well, oddly enough, there seemed to be a number of divorces and 
there seemed to be--. 

Lage: And that really hadn't happened very much before. 

Bouwsma: No, no it hadn't.  We'd had about one divorce in the department. That was Ken 
Stampp, and everybody was utterly down on him.  And, utterly, all the wives 
terribly careful to do better to their husbands than they'd ever done.  That was 
our reaction.   

And the dancing parties, you know, when we would act like kids.     

Lage: This happened in that period? 

Bouwsma: It was during that time, yes.  When we weren't having the dinner parties and 
everybody scratching their heads about kids, we were putting on their records 
and dancing in this crazy--. 
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Lage: Their own records! 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Oh, yes.  Sometimes their own bands.  In our case, our kids had a little 
band with some other children.  And they would play for us.  And even--I 
don't know if you ever knew about Hans Rosenberg?  He was a refugee, 
German, had been a refugee from Hitler.  And he and his wife, they were 
definitely older people, and they were very, very serious.  In fact, Hans was 
quite pompous in a way that Germans can be.  Little man, but a very good 
scholar, everybody agreed.  But even they came to the dances. 

Lage: And danced? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Well, Hans didn't, but his wife did.  And she was, kind of, you know, a 
tubby.  It was funny to see it.  But everybody loved it.  Made it much more 
interesting if somebody--. 

Lage: More fun than dinner parties? 

Bouwsma: Oh, we had much more fun.  Oh, yes.  Oh, we had so much fun.  There was a 
man, he was kind of an anthropologist, and kind of an historian--he went to 
the University of Chicago later--but he was always dancing.  He would look 
like he was pulling something up.  He would [acts out dancing, grunts and 
groans] and then he got divorced.  Which didn't exactly surprise anybody, 
because he had an awful wife. 

 But things like that would be happening, and we were getting so tolerant of 
divorce, that we even approved of it.  And thought some people should, which 
came as a great shock, because we'd formerly thought that it was a thoroughly 
bad thing to do for anybody, and there was no excuse for it. 

Lage: Well, that's interesting how that happened so fast, that change of attitude. 

Bouwsma: Oh, it happened so fast I couldn't believe it. 

Lage: So, there were a number of divorces in the department? 

Bouwsma: There were, yes. 

Lage: And not disapproved of? 

Bouwsma: Not disapproved of, no.  Now, we felt sorry for them because they, of course, 
always went through a terrible time, but we figured it was necessary, all of a 
sudden.  

Lage: And how about drinking? 
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Bouwsma: Oh, we drank!  Oh, we drank so much.  Yes, we did drink a great deal. 

Lage: More than in the fifties? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Well, in the fifties drinks were more standardized.  You didn't just, 
you know, keep guzzling.  [laughs]  But with these dancing parties, the floor 
would practically be awash in--the next morning--in spilled stuff. 

Lage: Was it wine or--? 

Bouwsma: Oh, no!  Well, we drank wine, too.  But, no, it would be hard stuff.  Whiskey 
and things like that, yes. 

Lage: This sounds very out there. 

Bouwsma: Well, it was.  It was funny, we spent half our time worrying about our kids, 
and then we would have these parties.  I don't understand it, but I know that's 
what happened. 

Back to Harvard, Reluctantly, 1969-1971 

Lage: Now, in the midst of all this, you went to Harvard. 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: Right after Bill was vice chancellor. 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: Tell me how that decision came about. 

Bouwsma: It came about because Bill decided, entirely on his own, without any 
discussion with me, that we were going. 

Lage: This must have been a sore point with you. 

Bouwsma: This was a very, very sore point.  And very sore, yes it was. We had talked 
about it.  He had been invited earlier, about maybe four or five years earlier.  
We had talked it all over then, very seriously, and decided not to go.  I had 
been able to see it both ways, then.  So, I could be reasonable.  But I decided 
no, not Harvard.  It had been eating at Bill.  I think he hated being vice 
chancellor.  So, we went. 

Lage: Do you think he went to escape being vice chancellor, or he could just have 
resigned? 
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Bouwsma: Well, it would have been kind of hard.  I think he--I don't know why he went.  
I think he had been a scholarship boy, and he went [to Harvard] when he was 
sixteen,  and they gave him this complete scholarship, which lasted all through 
graduate school, as well.  So, he felt, pretty much, that he owed them 
something.  And I can see that he did.  But, not--well, I didn't think he owed 
them that.  And, in any case--. 

Lage: And why do you think he didn't discuss it with you? 

Bouwsma: Because he knew, by then, that I wouldn't go.  That I, well--. 

Lage: That you wouldn't want to go. 

Bouwsma: That I wouldn't want to go.  That I would object.  And he didn't want to put 
himself through that either, because he didn't know himself.  And so we went 
and it was not a happy time. 

Lage: You took Sarah? 

Bouwsma: Yes, we took Sarah.  She was the only one.  The boys were in college already.  
She was in high school.  We sent her to a little private school near there.  She 
lived at home, but--.  Somehow, it was just so drab compared with Berkeley.   

Lage: In what respect? 

Bouwsma: I always loved it when I was there as a student and when Bill was there as a 
graduate student.  I admired the place extremely much, but when you got to be 
one of those and you saw that they thought that this was better than anything 
in the world, to be a Harvard professor, and we'd been at Berkeley, which was 
so much more exciting, much, much more so, in every way, it just didn't seem 
like much.  It seemed like very little.  And they were so--oh, they were always 
holding up their heads and thinking they were the best. 

Lage: The professors and the wives or--? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  But especially the professors.  Also, I thought there was one thing I 
could, maybe, help the place to do and that was to not throw out all the young 
people who had graduated.  Maybe some of them were worth keeping.  Their 
view was, and maybe they were right, that somebody should go out and prove 
themselves somewhere else and, if they were good enough, then they could be 
asked back. 

Lage: But they wouldn't hire their own graduates? 
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Bouwsma: No, they wouldn't.  Yale doesn't either, I don't think.  And Princeton, I've 
heard, doesn't--I'm not sure of that.  Anyway, though, so I decided maybe if I 
had some of the young ones in with the older ones they would see that they 
were really good people.  What a total failure!  

Lage: A dinner party? 

Bouwsma: Of course!  Dinner parties where the old would sit and preen themselves while 
the young licked their boots. 

Lage: Oh, no! 

Bouwsma: It was just revolting on both sides. 

Lage: So, these were graduate students who were ready to fly the coop? 

Bouwsma: Oh, tutors or instructors or something, but they wouldn't be kept.  I don't 
believe they were students. 

Lage: They would hire people not on the tenure track, I think. 

Bouwsma: Yes, yes.  That's right.  But not on the tenure track.  Probably they were right.  
I don't know. 

Lage: But it didn't work at the dinner party? 

Bouwsma: Oh, it sure didn't.  I never felt worse in my life.  To see this disgusting 
spectacle of the boots sticking out and the licking!  Oh, awful, awful.  Well, 
we had some very nice times.  We have friends there that we really like who 
had been there a long time, and we'd always known.  They were, you know, 
getting a little proud of themselves, but they were still, some of them, were 
very good people.  Some had even been at Berkeley and knew what we'd left.  
And--. 

Lage: Well, you had left a situation in turmoil.  But it sounds like you missed it? 

Bouwsma: We did. [laughter]  And also, the minute Bill got there he was, of course, put 
on the Committee for Student Control. 

Lage: Yes, because he'd had so much experience. 

Bouwsma: Because he'd had so much, yes.  Just what he was trying to get away from. 

Lage: Did he like the teaching situation, as well? 
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Bouwsma: Oh, he was disappointed.  He thought that the students would be much better 
than they were, and he thought they were graded much too softly compared to 
Berkeley. 

Lage: That's interesting. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Another thing was that he had wanted to keep his door open certain 
hours for students to just drop in and talk about things, and at Harvard, they 
didn't do that.  But he did, as a result of which everybody at Harvard piled in.  
And he was extremely busy and burdened with this. 

Lage: So, they didn't have office hours? 

Bouwsma: Well, I don't know whether they didn't or not, but it seemed like they didn't, or 
not much.  In any case, he had far more teaching than he really wanted, or 
needed, or could do.  So, that part he didn't like.  What else didn't he like?  I 
don't know.  Well, the East was kind of depressing, although wonderful, too.  
We had in the beginning, when we first went to Harvard, found it sort of 
awful how dirty the place was and--.   

Lage: Just physically? 

Bouwsma: Yes, and these little things called "spas," little corner places where you could 
get a milkshake or this and that.  I thought those were a bad thing. 

Lage: I don't even know what they are. 

Bouwsma: Well, they're just little stupid-looking, small stores.  We liked the West, you 
know? 

Lage: So, you had become westerners--. 

Bouwsma: We had become westerners, we had, yes. 

Lage: Could you define what it was about the West? 

Bouwsma: Well--. 

Lage: Versus the East? 

Bouwsma: More of an easiness of spirit, much more of an easiness of spirit.  Less, much 
less, pomposity in the West, I would say.  Oh, I don't know--a sense of a place 
not being ruined.  I mean, here you can still go up to the Sierra, or you can go 
up to Tilden Park--pretty nice--over to Marin County.  The physical aspects 
seem so much better. They always had to go to Cape Cod and build a place, or 
buy a place, or something.  It seemed so expensive and so rotten and useless.  
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And the place was full of mosquitoes!  Cape Cod is a no good place in my 
view. 

Lage: Not a Point Reyes?  

Bouwsma: Certainly not!  No comparison.  None at all.  There was a snobbishness I 
didn't like.  I mean we were in on it; we could have just enjoyed it, but we 
didn't.  We weren't used to it anymore. 

Lage: Did you feel at your dinner parties that you had to put on airs yourself? 

Bouwsma: Oh, the dinner parties were boring.  I don't know why they were boring.  The 
people were just--they wouldn't say much.  They wouldn't really get into 
things.  Some did. 

Lage: What about dancing?  Did you do that? 

Bouwsma: Oh, no.  Oh, no, no.  Oh, none of the dancing!  [laughs]  We didn't do that at 
Harvard, no.  I don't know that anybody did.  I never heard of it. 

Lage: How did you work around to getting back to Berkeley, two years later? 

Bouwsma: Well, one afternoon, I think it was George Washington's birthday--is that the 
22nd of February?--the phone rang and we both answered it at once, but Bill 
had said hello first for some reason, so I just listened.  It was Gene Brucker, 
who was then chairman of the department.  He suggested that we might like to 
come back.  And, I think, it took Bill about three seconds to say, "Be very 
nice."  Something like that. 

Lage: Had you and he discussed this? 

Bouwsma: No. 

Lage: That you weren't happy? 

Bouwsma: No, no.  Oh, no.  I don't know that we--. 

Lage: I mean, you and Bill. 

Bouwsma: Oh, Bill and I.  Oh yes, we had.  Oh, sure. 

Lage: He knew by then that you would agree. 

Bouwsma: Oh, sure.  Oh, he knew.  Well, I would have--I mean, I didn't even want to go.  
He did want to go, but then decided that it wasn’t a good thing. 
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Home to Berkeley: "One of the Great Days of My Life" 

Lage: Could Bill admit to you that he had made the wrong choice? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Oh, sure.  Yes, he could, sure.  So then we came back, which was 
one of the great days of my life. 

Lage: Well, that's good. 

Bouwsma: Not that we came back to everything being peaceful and quiet, because we 
didn't.  Bill was chairman again, though that was much more peaceful time in 
the seventies. 

Lage: I think it was, by that time, starting to calm down, within a couple of years 
after you came back. 

Bouwsma: Oh, it was very much calming down.  Yes, certainly it was, yes. 

Lage: During all of this did you get involved at all in politics?  Local politics, or 
party politics, or anything like that?  

Bouwsma: Not very much. Oh, I was something like secretary of some committee to elect 
somebody.  All the democrats were the ones I was for.  There was McCarthy, 
and somebody, and I've forgotten who all.  [laughs]  I would do some work 
for them.  That's all.    

Lage: For some of the protest candidates, like McCarthy?  McCarthy, McGovern-- 

Bouwsma: Yes, those people.  Yes, but that's about--. 

Lage: Okay, but not local Berkeley politics? 

Bouwsma: No, no.  I've never been involved with the local Berkeley politics and I don't 
want to, either.  I'm not sorry I didn't get into it because I wouldn't have had 
anything to add, and I would have some things to subtract if I could have.  I 
didn't care for going to city council meetings or things like that.  

Lage: Some of them sound just awful. 

Bouwsma: Don't they?  I think they do, too. 
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Remembering People's Park, 1969 

[Interview 3: February 14, 2001] ## 

Bouwsma: Okay, I was about to tell what our involvement with People's Park5 was. 

Lage: That's good.  Now let's just put on the date.  It's Valentine's Day. 

Bouwsma: It is. 

Lage: February 14th, 2001.  This is the third interview with Beverly Bouwsma.  We 
thought we'd--before we move on to the seventies and the quieter times--get a 
few more recollections of the tumultuous later-sixties.  We were looking at a 
book about People's Park. 

Bouwsma: I don't know whether this would be of any interest to you, but I remember that 
on the day of People's Park, Bill had planned to have lunch with our third son, 
who was having problems.  Let's say there was some drug and some not good 
academic achievement and so on.  So they had this date they were going to 
have lunch on Telegraph Avenue. 

 Bill would be going into the Telegraph Avenue and Paul would be coming to 
him and they would have this wonderful conversation about how he was going 
to solve what Bill saw as his problems.  Well, so they got down there to have 
lunch and they were sort of looking at each other in a funny way--I wasn't 
there, but I heard about it.  Suddenly, all of these people came rushing down 
Telegraph, and police, and people, and everything.  It was just a complete 
mess.  Bill couldn't figure it out, but he thought he better stop back in the 
campus and find out what was going on.  Only to discover that Roger Heyns 
and [Earl] Budd Cheit had left for the day and he was in charge!  [laughter]  

Lage: Did he interrupt his lunch and go back? 

Bouwsma: No, no, no.   

Lage: He just finished his fatherly talk? 

                                                 

     5 The People's Park controversy arose in May 1969 after a vacant block of university-owned land south of 
campus was taken over by students and community members intent on building a park.  In mid-May, police 
cleared people from the park and erected a chain-link fence.  A rally on campus led to a march down 
Telegraph Avenue. Street battles with police ensued, with 74 injuries and one death. Governor Reagan's 
declaration of a state of emergency brought the National Guard, mass rallies and protests, tear gas from 
helicopters, and arrests. 
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Bouwsma: Finished the fatherly talk and then went back and found out this thing.  Well, 
as nearly as I could tell, he discovered it was more or less all over, so he just 
came home and sat there.  Not knowing--. 

Lage: Oh!  Was that the day when the young man was killed? 

Bouwsma: Yes, all that. 

Lage: All that had happened. 

Bouwsma: Yes, and he had never been told that he was in charge.  It was sort of typical.  
[laughter] 

Lage: I would think with the atmosphere at the time they would be very careful to--. 

Bouwsma: You would think so.  You would definitely think so.  Maybe somebody knew 
it, and that's why they had it then.  I don't know. 

Lage: Did he and Budd Cheit see eye to eye? 

Bouwsma: Oh, I think pretty much.  I don't know.  Bill admired Budd a great deal for his 
political skills and his social skills, which were enormous.  Whether they 
agreed, I don't quite know. I don't remember what Budd thought, even. 

Lage: He might have had a little more hard-line approach.  I don't really know.  

Bouwsma: He probably did have a little harder line, but I don't know what anybody really 
thought then, because you couldn't even tell.  They wouldn't admit it.  They 
had one thing they said in public and another thing they said in the bosom of 
their family.  At least it was Bill's case.  I'm sure it was so of some of the 
others.  But I would think that Budd was such a complete administrator that he 
might not have even known himself, or felt that he had any difference of 
opinion.  Bill was unaccustomed to it and probably not as good at it,  I would 
think.  I don't see how he could have been.      

Lage: So, he had more of a public face and a private anxiety, or questioning? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Yes, that's right.  Always a questioning, but he thought he knew what he 
had to do in public, and that's what he did.  I just don't know what Budd 
thought.  Now we do very well with them.  We see them every now and then, 
and we never talk about it. 

Lage: Well, maybe this interview will encourage you to.  We're interviewing Budd 
Cheit at the present time also. 
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Protests, Marches, and Vigils 

Lage: Well then, following People's Park, of course, there were tremendous protests. 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes. 

Lage: And did you take part in any of those?  Could you as the vice chancellor's 
wife? 

Bouwsma: Oh, well, let's see. 

Lage: Remember the march following the People's Park incident? 

Bouwsma: I certainly didn't go to Oakland.  I know that.  I wouldn't have, either.  I didn't 
even want to. 

Lage: Oakland? 

Bouwsma: Well, to confront the police. 

Lage: That would have been more of an antidraft protest, probably, in Oakland. 

Bouwsma: I suppose it was antidraft, and yet somehow the faculty only went on certain 
ones. 

Lage: The one I'm thinking of in Berkeley was a community march [on May 30, 
1969] after the People's Park incident--the killing of the student, and the 
National Guard was called in and was guarding the park. 

Bouwsma: Oh!  No, no, no.  I wouldn't have done that.  No, I wouldn't have had the nerve 
I don't think.  No, I wouldn't have wanted to look like I--.  [laughs]  It's funny 
because I couldn't have been more antiwar.  Anybody with three sons almost 
was, but I don't think I wanted to be against the police.  I remember, one time 
when I parked the car down by the campus of Berkeley High, and I was going 
to walk up to the downtown.  This cop came running after me, quite fast, and 
finally I got up my courage and turned around, and he said, "Ma'am, you left 
your lights on!"  [laughs]  "Thank you very much."  I kind of thought he'd be 
after me for some reason, but I couldn't figure out. 

Lage: Right.  That was the feeling at the time. 

Bouwsma: But that was the feeling.  I know this happened with my children.  Philip got 
kicked once in the back, and he had sore kidneys for a long time after that. 

Lage: Was that at a protest? 
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Bouwsma: Well, there wasn't a particular protest.  No.  He was just walking along, in 
fact.  Not that he hadn't been at protests.  He had.  No, I remember one in 
Berkeley, that was just in Berkeley, that I did go to.  And I don't know when it 
was, but it was very, very serious and we all held candles.  Is that the one?  
Was it in the evening? 

Lage: No, this wasn't evening.  It was daytime. 

Bouwsma: Then, most likely, I didn't go.   

Lage: It might have been hard for you to go to the People's Park one, because it was 
so university oriented. 

Bouwsma: Yes, yes.  I probably didn't.  I certainly wasn't in favor of the kids taking over 
the park.  Nor was I in favor of the university being so extremely serious and 
severe about it.  I think I told you I used to send the chancellor four-leaf 
clovers which I'm very good at finding.  Luckily! 

Lage: And did he appreciate them? 

Bouwsma: No!  Didn't like it one bit.  I knew he wouldn't, but it was my revenge. 

Lage: Did you sign your name? 

Bouwsma: Oh, sure!  Oh, yes.  No, I wouldn't have been anonymous.  No, no.  I'm not 
into "anonymous." 

Lage: You mentioned before we turned the tape on having gone on an antiwar march 
with Carl Schorske-- 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  And Herbert Marcuse. 

Lage: Right. 

Bouwsma: That was in the city.  There were all these ones in the city.  There were daily--
weekly ones--that happened on Sunday morning down at city hall.  I almost 
always went, maybe not quite always, but that was my usual pattern. 

Lage: Every week? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Every Sunday morning.  The Brentanos would be down there always 
with their little Downs boy in a carriage.  A number of history department 
would come, not every time, but--. 

Lage: This was in San Francisco? 
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Bouwsma: No, this was in downtown Berkeley, down at the city hall, Sunday mornings.  
We would just walk round and round and the question was whether we should 
talk.  There were certain people who felt that it would be very, very bad if we 
talked, but there were others who thought, "I don't get to see these people as 
often as I'd like to, and there's a lot to say.  About social life, and who's getting 
a divorce, and whatever.  And that's what we would do.  We and the 
Brentanos were particularly bad about being talkers.   

Lage: Was it a vigil?  Was that how it was advertised? 

Bouwsma: Well, I think, there were those who thought it should be.  You know, very 
solemn--round, and round, and round--until it ends.  And there were others, 
you know, yap, yap, yap. 

Lage: Did the Schorskes participate on a regular basis? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Yes, they did.  Certainly. 

Lage: Now, tell me about Herbert Marcuse.  He certainly was a beacon of 
controversy. 

Bouwsma: Well, he certainly was and I think I knew that, but anybody who was against 
the war I was "for" on the marches.  I don't suppose I would have agreed with 
him about everything, but I didn't know so much about it.  He seemed to me to 
be, number one, a friend of the Schorskes, which was very good news, 
because we're very good friends with the Schorskes.  And we know they're, 
sort of, to the left of us.  You know, he was a very dignified, nice man and 
thoroughly good company, and we had a wonderful time. 

 I sometimes think those marches, for me, were more social than anything.  But 
it was that way.  I was certainly against the war, no question, and thought I 
should go.  Then there were some people named Hexter--how did they get into 
it?  He was never at Berkeley, but they would come and visit, and something 
awful happened about him pinching Betsy Scheiner in the bottom.  [laughs]  
He thought it was somebody else and it was highly embarrassing, and put the 
whole march into a big roar.    

Lage: So fun was had as well? 

Bouwsma: Oh, fun!  It was always fun.  We looked forward to it.  Oh, yes.  It wasn't just 
a serious march. 

Lage: Now were there folks in the history department who were disapproving of this 
type of political activity? 
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Bouwsma: I wonder.  I think, if there were, they couldn't have said so.  I certainly don't 
remember it. 

Lage: So that was sort of the mainstream. 

Bouwsma: Yes, I'd say so.  There were certainly people who didn't go, but that was 
another matter.  There were people who don't like to march, and go to San 
Francisco, and all that, and who were just plain conservative in their actions.  
Such as we probably would be now.  Such as older people.  But no, I think it 
would have been the normal thing to go, or to think you should go. 

Lage: Was it specifically a history department--? 

Bouwsma: No, no.  Oh, no. 

Lage: But was it specifically university do you think? 

Bouwsma: Well, it was largely.  Certainly the marches down at the city hall would not 
have been so much.  However, there were a lot of faculty, but there were 
others too.  City people, political people, they were down there. 

Lage: I was telling you I was reading the book by Bill McGill at UC San Diego and 
his big crises it seems were, first, the Eldridge Cleaver course.  The 
ramification of things that happened at Berkeley through the other campuses 
is interesting. 

Bouwsma: It is, isn't it? 

Lage: Do you remember the uproar over the Eldridge Cleaver course? 

Bouwsma: Oh, sure. 

Lage: Bill must have been deep into that one. 

Bouwsma: Oh, he must have been.  He certainly was and I don't remember, I'm sorry to 
say, much about it.  I remember my feelings about him, which were, in the 
beginning very positive, because he was black and you had to like all black 
people and so I did.  I really did, too.  I was very much in favor of them--
thought they were wonderful.  And then he turned out to be a bum. 

 So my recollection of him in my own mind is very confused because of that.  I 
don't much remember about the course.  I remember there was one.  My 
suspicion is that Bill would have thought, publicly, that it was a very good 
idea and, privately, that it was probably of no intellectual worth. 

Lage: Well, the Regents certainly took that one up.  Along with a lot of other things. 
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Bouwsma: Yes.  But I think he would have thought--so much of his feeling was political 
then, what you had to do to keep the place going.  That's all he cared.  That's 
all he cared, is to keep the university going while it was under so much attack.  
Both by the radicals and the conservatives, because there was plenty of attack 
from the conservatives. 

Lage: That's what we're missing here in our discussion. 

Bouwsma: Yes, but there certainly was.  So he had to protect it from both elements in his 
own view.  I don't know quite how--why this happened.  Everybody managed 
it, didn't they? 

Lage: You mean, managed to have the same problem? 

Bouwsma: No.  Well, somehow the universities lasted, and I don't see that they're much 
different, but maybe they are. 

Bill's Decision to Accept Harvard's Offer, Ramifications for the Family 

Lage: When did Bill accept the Harvard offer, in the midst of what crisis? 

Bouwsma: I believe, well, the Cambodian, maybe.  That was pretty bad for him, and he 
had a terrible time.  He was trying to get through to his office, or something, 
and there was a line of people who wouldn't let him through, you know.  He 
was just bunging along thinking about what he was going to do, not thinking 
about the situation, kind of bonged into the line.  There was some talk about 
"beating the bastard up."  Suddenly, a young black girl came forth and she 
said, "Oh, he's old.  Just let him through."  He didn't think of himself in the 
least old, so he was quite indignant.  But he came stomping home. 

Lage: He was probably glad to have that as a cover.  [laughter] 

Bouwsma: He was glad to get out of being beaten up, but sorry it was for that reason.  
How old would he have been?  I think he was around fifty, or in his fifties. 

Lage: That was when everyone over thirty was just beyond the pale. 

Bouwsma: That's right.  About the age you are now, I'd expect.  Anyway, yes, so then 
what happened?  What did you ask me? 

Lage: At what point he decided to go to Harvard. 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes, go to Harvard. 

Lage: And was the upheaval the reason that he left? 
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Bouwsma: He said it wasn't and stoutly maintained it wasn't.  I don't particularly believe 
it, and I think that he just had it with this stuff and wanted to go.  And, I think, 
it was--. 

Lage: He went in '69, so I don't know how long before he made that decision. 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: People's Park was May of '69. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Well, so had he already decided to go to Harvard when People's Park--?  
That may be so.  He went in '69 to Harvard, did he? 

Lage: The fall of 1969. 

Bouwsma: So, he must have been vice chancellor from 1967 to 1969. 

Lage: That's what I have. 

Bouwsma: Yes, I think that's right.  I don't know, maybe it was People's Park; that did get 
him down pretty much.  There were a number of things that did.  Certainly 
that line thing was one that did.  But I think he thought it would be peaceful at 
Harvard, and he went.   

Lage: Was Harvard having student uprisings at the time? 

Bouwsma: Well, no, not until he got there.  [laughter]  Well, they were, in a way.  No, I 
had been to Harvard that spring to get housing and see about a school for our 
daughter. 

Lage: So that means that probably the decision was made well before People's Park. 

Bouwsma: Yes, it was.  Certainly.  Certainly, it was.  I hadn't remembered that it was, but 
I guess so.  Yes.  He decided it all on his own.  He'd had an offer five years 
earlier, and we'd talked it over thoroughly, decided not to go.  Then he 
decided on his own, you know, I told you, and he didn't consult me in the 
least.  One night he just said, "Oh, I thought I should tell you before we went 
to bed--."  "Before we what?"  [Makes screaming noises and laughs]  So, that 
was a very, very unfortunate occasion for our marriage, I will say.  We had a 
terrible time, and I was absolutely, hysterically, angry with him.  Utterly, 
utterly mad. 

Lage: It must have been hard to put the good face on it to your daughter--.  

Bouwsma: Oh, yes. 
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Lage: She couldn't have been too happy.  Or was she glad to get away? 

Bouwsma: Oh, she wasn't happy.  No, no.  Heaven's no.  She was going to Berkeley High 
and sitting outside under a tree.  No, she wasn't happy.  I finally decided that I 
might as well admit to her that neither was I.  Because it was just going to be 
too phony, and she and I were having a hard enough time getting along as it 
was at that point, without me lying to her.  And then we had to go a little 
before Bill anyway.  So here we were, sitting on the airplane, in the first class, 
for some reason, I don't remember.  I don't know why.   

Lage: You might have insisted, by way of--. 

Bouwsma: No, I was pretty bad, but I wasn't that bitchy.  [laughter]  Anyway though, she 
and I got on the airplane and they brought us both champagne, although she 
was only sixteen, and we both drank a glass and talked about it.  I had 
admitted to her before that I didn't want to go, but then we really talked about 
how we didn't want to go.  But I tried to put a little better face on it, like how 
it would probably be interesting and it would, undoubtedly, be interesting, and 
we'd probably get something out of it, and we should do our best.  Something 
like that, which I then promptly forgot when we arrived.  [laughs]  Neither of 
us was very happy there and then, quite soon, I was getting to be happier and 
to do quite well, in fact, when Bill, it turned out, had never been happy there.  

Lage: So you adjusted better than he. 

Bouwsma: Well, I did, actually.  I did, a lot better, once I got friends, and a tennis game 
and--I discovered tennis there.  It was wonderful.  And Sarah was doing all 
right.  She had this, kind of, hippie school.  I deplore it that she went there, but 
it may have been the best we could do at the time. 

Lage: Did she go there because that was the kind of atmosphere that she wanted? 

Bouwsma: That is the kind of atmosphere she wanted.  Certainly.  And Bill had had a 
student who taught at it.  We thought that he was a pretty--he was sort of 
sixties, but who wasn't?  Even we were, in our way, old as we were.  But Bill 
thought he was a reasonable man and certainly very, very smart.  Bill always 
thinks "smartness" is going to cover a great deal.  He thought Tom was smart, 
so he thought, no doubt, he'd be a good teacher.  I don't know, he was sort of a 
sentimental teacher, I thought.  He thought he was so wonderful because he 
was, I don't know, probably around thirty and could be fatherly to all these 
children.  He wasn't fatherly; he was just one of them.  [laughter] 

Lage: Those were the times also, I guess. 

Bouwsma: Well, there was a typical thing of the times. 
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Lage: Were you concerned that she wasn't getting good academics? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  She wasn't.  She wasn't getting any academic work at all.  And I 
thought, "Does she want to go to college?  She'll never get in."  In the end, she 
did.  She went to the California College of Arts and Crafts because she had 
turned out to be really quite artistic.  She is, in fact.  She's a very good artist 
now, I think.  And then, because her boyfriend went to Wisconsin, she went 
there and graduated from there, which is certainly a very good school.  I don't 
know how she knew anything.  She didn't learn until she went to Wisconsin, 
but, of course, state universities are used to taking in kids who don't know a 
whole lot and teaching them everything.  It's wonderful.   

Lage: And you wind up learning pretty fast if you're motivated and young. 

Bouwsma: So fast if you're motivated and young, and probably, pretty smart.  I think she 
must be.  She seems so now. 

Lage: She survived. 

Bouwsma: She survived.  She did. 

Faculty Moving East: "Defecting to the Enemy" 

Lage: Now, let's see.  We got you back from Harvard last time. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  That was the best thing that could have happened. 

Lage: And you were happily back in Berkeley. 

Bouwsma: We certainly were--oh, we were so Berkeley and so happy to be back.  
Including Bill. 

Lage: Did you take right up again with your old friends? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes! 

Lage: Was there a change or a difference? 

Bouwsma: No change, no difference that I could see.  There probably were people who 
thought it was kind of awful that after we defected and gone to the great 
enemy, the East, that we should be taken back.  No doubt, there were. 

Lage: Really? 

Bouwsma: No doubt, there were.  I don't know who they were and I never did.  I was 
looking, at the time, and I couldn't see it. 
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Lage: Maybe there weren't? 

Bouwsma: Maybe there weren't. 

Lage: But, when you say, "The great enemy, the East," was that really the feeling? 

Bouwsma: Well, yes.  Kind of.  There was all kinds of feeling about people who were 
going east because of the troubles at Berkeley.  People who were very angry 
with Carl Schorske and Tom Kuhn. 

Lage: Now, Tom Kuhn--I don't think he left because of the trouble. 

Bouwsma: No, he didn't, but by that time--. 

Lage: But they still saw this as an act of disloyalty? 

Bouwsma: Well, I don't know.  A lot of people didn't quite like Tom Kuhn.  Bill had 
always known him since college, and we always liked him, but there were 
certain rather ridiculous features about him.  His constant self-preoccupation-- 

Lage: Was he recognized, do you know, as a really brilliant scholar? 

Bouwsma: He was.  Now I think he's more so. 

Lage: I mean I've heard it said that he's written the most significant book of anybody 
in the Berkeley history department. 

Bouwsma: I know that.  And I certainly know people who said so at the time.  Bill did 
not.  He said, "I don't see why--."  And he said, "It's a very good book, very 
good book."  But  he said it--"The ideas aren't that original."  But, oddly 
enough, now Bill says, "Yes," he thinks they were original.  So maybe he 
joins in this general--. 

Lage: Maybe the distance gives the book more credibility. 

Bouwsma: Maybe so, or maybe Bill just sees it really better.  I mean, sees it as it really is 
because that's what most people thought.  I mean, I have nephews who 
worship the man.  And many do, I think. 

Lage: Did your nephews study the history of science? 

Bouwsma: Oh, not particularly, but they took some courses and they know some things.  
And they really think, as most people do--or maybe Bill was jealous of him at 
the time.  I don't know.  He never said so.  I never thought so.  It's possible 
that he did.  I just can't say.  Anyway, he [Kuhn] was kind of hated for 
leaving.  Partly because it was a mess the way he went, and they put this--
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well, they didn't exactly nail these things to the door, but he had all these 
complaints of Berkeley and so on.  I remember Irv Scheiner said, "Why in the 
Jesus just go!"  [laughter] 

Lage: And they were even annoyed with Carl Schorske, for taking up and going 
back to Princeton? 

Bouwsma: Oh, sure.  And with Bill, I'm sure. 

Lage: And who else? 

Bouwsma: David Landes. 

Lage: Yes, David Landes.  But who was it who went to Harvard from economics 
and history.  Oh, Henry Rosovsky! 

Bouwsma: Oh, Henry Rosovsky, yes!  That was earlier. 

Lage: He left in '65. 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: Was he at Harvard when you were there? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Still is.  Very, very happy there, too.  It was a good move for him. 

Lage: Was that kind of thing resented, "defecting to the enemy?" 

Bouwsma: Well, you know, I think Henry was more or less disliked for other reasons.  
He was a little--a little bit to the right, I think, of where you could quite like a 
person.  I mean, we liked him always.  We didn't know him that well until we 
went to Harvard.  No, we knew him fairly well.  I don't remember him being 
particularly disliked for that reason, but he probably was.  There's no reason 
he wouldn't have been. 

Lage:  Anyway, you were accepted back to the fold. 

Bouwsma: We were, but very, very much so.  It was a real pleasure.  
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IV  REFLECTIONS ON THE SEVENTIES, RETIREMENT, AND RECENT 
TIMES ## 

Thoughts on Women in the Department of History 

Lage: Let's go over the seventies.  A significant feature of the seventies was the 
women's movement. 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: I thought we might spend some time with the women's movement. 

Bouwsma: I think I already told you what I thought about the women coming to Berkeley 
and I don't think--. 

Lage: You didn't on tape, so that was at lunch. 

Bouwsma: That's right.  I know at lunch I think I did, and I don't think I want that on 
tape.  I think it would just be too, well, it would not help the history 
department.  It would not help my good friends and it would not help me.  It 
might help you.  [laughter] 

Lage: That's what I was thinking!  But let's talk around it. 

Bouwsma: All right.  We could talk around it.  What can I say?  Well, that certainly the 
women --. 

Lage: Let me just set the framework for the listener.  Until the seventies, the 
Berkeley history department had just one woman faculty member, Adrienne 
Koch, who was here from ‘58 to ‘65.  

Bouwsma: She was a disaster, just a disaster. 

Lage: In what respect? 

Bouwsma: Well, she seemed hysterical and not smart, not hard working, and a terrible 
wife. 

Lage: See!  You're revealing things even as you try not to. 

Bouwsma: I don't mind telling about her.  I think she's not even alive, is she? 

Lage: No, I don't think she is. 

Bouwsma: I don't think she is.  No, she was very terrible.  I remember a dinner party we 
had one night, and we had the Kochs and she was--oh, what was it?  Heavens, 
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they got into some awful argument and I went into the kitchen to cook the 
frogs legs, which was the kind of thing we were doing because it was so 
fashionable and gaudy.  I slipped and sprained my ankle on the fat that leaked 
out of the pan and decided that I was sick and tired of the whole damn thing.  I 
was going to bed.  So, I went up there, fell asleep, and finally Bill came up, 
because he saw nobody was coming from the kitchen with the frogs legs.  
[laughter]   

Lage: This is a very funny story! 

Bouwsma: Is it funny?  I suppose.  Anyway, but what was the argument?  It was 
something--it was between Adrienne and her husband, whose name I forget; 
he was a sort of insignificant little man.  Anyway, the whole thing was a 
disaster.  She used to wear these big, floppy skirts and little, you know, 
waistline--oh, though she was much too fat for that--and flourish herself 
around like a little girl at a birthday party.  Everybody minded it.  It was 
terrible.  

Lage: How interesting! 

Bouwsma: That's the way she behaved. 

Lage: The only female in the department behaving in such a--. 

Bouwsma: Behaving in this too bad way, yes.  Yes, you wouldn't think so.  I would have 
expected she'd be more of a bluestocking, or something, but no.  She was the 
prettiest little girl in the party.  And, of course, the wives hated her.  But so 
did the men, more or less.  They came to. 

Lage: Now, Henry May seemed to be a supporter of her. 

Bouwsma: He did.  He would have parties and invite her, and I haven't talked to him 
about that since, so I don't know what his real feeling was.  Oh, Henry was 
difficult about her, he was.  But then these better ones started to come.    

Lage: After Adrienne Koch left, I noticed that Barbara Shapiro was a lecturer in '71. 

Bouwsma: Barbara Shapiro--. 

Lage: It is outlandish that you had no women in the department in many ways. 

Bouwsma: It is.  It is outlandish.  Barbara Shapiro was a good person,  but people didn't 
know her much.  She wasn't in the social thing.  She's still around, and 
everybody likes her, and I think she's a good person.  I've met her.  She seems 
fine. 
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Lage: She might be in rhetoric now, or-- 

Bouwsma: Something like that, I think. 

Lage: And then Natalie Davis came in '71 or '72.  

Bouwsma: Well, then, Natalie Davis, of course, was just the opposite.  She was the 
prettiest little girl at the party without making any--putting any effort into it.  I 
myself had distinct reservations about her, but I think most people did not. 

Lage: On what basis? 

Bouwsma: It made me a little cross, and I guess it shouldn't have probably, that we would 
have early modern parties, they’re still going on for students--called the "early 
moderns."  They stopped calling them "renaissance;" that happened a while 
back.  And Francie Starn and I would have to cook. 

Lage: And this was for graduate students? 

Bouwsma: No, undergraduates, too, as I remember.  Anyway, Natalie's idea was to come 
waltzing in at the very last minute with a huge plate of fresh strawberries with 
stems.  Very expensive, which we would all have to jointly pay for.  
Meanwhile, Francie Starn and I had been slaving all day. The thing I 
especially remember is a time when Natalie said, “Oh, I have this wonderful 
recipe for pasticcio.”  Turned out a student had given it to her, so therefore it 
was a very good thing to serve to them.  Popularity for her.  She was very big 
on being popular, and she was.  Extremely, and with everybody.  Even I could 
see that she was a very charming and very beautiful and very smart person.  
Which I will always admit.  But, meanwhile, here were Francie and I slogging 
away at this dumb recipe, taking real cream and awful stuff that you didn't 
want to put in, being too expensive and too bad for you. 

Lage: This is the pasticcio. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  And then here she would waltz in with these strawberries at the last 
minute and all of us having to pay.  That was very bad, in my opinion.  Yes.  
That's the kind of behavior she--she really had her eye on the ball--did she 
ever! 

Lage: On, kind of, getting ahead you mean? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  And I think she should have, because I'm sure she's smart.  I 
certainly had no reason not to think so.  That's true, she hasn't quite written the 
kind of things that other people have, which women since, in the department, 
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have.  No question about it.  Natalie, though, was a very wonderful woman, 
but she was, kind of, a frippery in a sense.   

Lage: Now, what do you mean by that? 

Bouwsma: Well, I think a lot of where she got was because she was so, well, she was 
extremely politically correct.  Extremely.  More so than Berkeley.  Yes.  And 
very pretty, really good-looking.  Very good-looking woman.  Always, in 
spite of her rather left wing views, which she certainly had.  Her husband had 
been in prison for--I mean, in a good way, you know, because of some good 
thing he did. 

Lage: Senator McCarthy. 

Bouwsma: Yes, McCarthy.  Yes.  That was it.  That's what he was in for.  I mean that was 
not held against him, of course.  But, I mean that sets the extent to which they 
were left [wing].  The department was so pleased to have her.   

Lage: And she was the only woman. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Did Bill get her up here?  She was certainly in his field.  I think he did, 
yes. 

Lage: You were going to tell me what a "frippery" means. 

Bouwsma: Oh, a frippery, well, I just mean that part of, I think, her success in the 
department, which was enormous and complete, was because of her prettiness 
and her charming ways with the lowly.  [laughs]  You know.  She was good at 
those things.  Very much so.  I still like to see her and admire seeing her do 
these things.  And like seeing how she looks, which just gets better and better 
as the years go by. 

Lage: And then she left. 

Bouwsma: Yes, she did. 

Lage: After, maybe, five years?  Four years? 

Bouwsma: Something like that.  Not very long.  She got an offer to Princeton and went.  
What she said was, because her husband was in Toronto.  He never got a job 
in California. He's a mathematician; he expected to, but he didn't.  He wasn't 
nearly as charming, but he was a nice enough man.  She said it was to be 
nearer him, and that made sense. 
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Lage: Now, you described the preparations for the early modern parties--here 
Natalie Davis was one of the professors, but she was supposed to do the food 
thing, too. 

Bouwsma: Of course! 

Lage: Did any of the men do the food thing? 

Bouwsma: No!  [laughter]  Of course not.  Never anything!  They'd get out whatever we 
drank.  I suppose wine.  I've forgotten. 

Lage: What role did the sole woman professor have? 

Bouwsma: We thought she should do both.  Both!  And then some.  She had three 
children of her own. 

Lage: That she had with her--. 

Bouwsma: Well, probably not, no.  They were getting on. 

Lage: I see, they were older. 

Bouwsma: They may have been with her.  I've forgotten if they were or not.  In any case, 
she certainly, I mean, even when they were old you have to deal with them.  
And her husband, eventually, wasn't there.  No, it was very unfair on Natalie.  
It was very unfair.  I can see that now.  Although I'm not sure that this isn't 
still the case that the women are expected to do both.  I mean, I think of 
Susanna Barrows in the history department.  She cooks like an angel!  She's a 
wonderful cook, and she has good parties. 

Lage: So she's done both--. 

Bouwsma: Nobody ever thinks she shouldn't do both.  I've never heard of such a thing. 

Lage: Paula Fass seems to be the next woman who comes along. 

Bouwsma: Well, Paula was a different case.  She's a person who--well, let's see.  How 
can I put this?  Well, let's say, she always has problems.  Kind of serious.  But 
she's married to a very wonderful, accommodating man, also in the history 
department.  Well, you know, her parents were in a camp or something like 
that.  Her mother, anyway.  And she's Jewish, of course.  And it was a very 
bad scene, and I think that that's given her a sadness in her life. 

Lage: I see. 

Bouwsma: So that she's likely to see things in a kind of negative way.  
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Lage: Did she get swept into the entertaining mold? 

Bouwsma: She did, yes.  Yes, she did.  I think, probably, her husband helped her.  He did 
help her with everything.  She has two--. 

Lage: And who is her husband? 

Bouwsma: Jack Lesch.  He's very, very nice.  I like him enormously. 

Lage: They're not the only couple in the history department.  Don't we have a couple 
of others? 

Bouwsma: Let's see, in a way, the Berrys.  Beth Berry and her husband, Don Shively.  He 
isn't in the history department, but I guess he was head of the East Asian 
Library. He's a Chinese historian [professor in the Department of East Asian 
Languages and Cultures].  He's older.  He's old enough to be her father, really.  
He's almost eighty and she's fifty-two, I think. But he wasn't in the history 
department. 

Lage: Do you have any sense why the history department was so slow in hiring 
women? 

Bouwsma: No, I have none. 

Lage: Did you pick things up, in casual conversation?   

Bouwsma: No. 

Lage: Was there an attitude about women? 

Bouwsma: I don't think there was.  I don't, and I guess Berkeley was slower than most 
people. 

Lage: I think so, and I think history was slower than a lot of departments. 

Bouwsma: Yes, I think that's right.  Don't know why it is and I never heard it discussed--I 
don't remember hearing it discussed.  I don't think it was a very big deal.  And 
then suddenly they started showing up and, of course, as soon as they started 
showing up, and the women wanted everybody--well, not everybody to be a 
woman, no, they didn't--but they always preferred if there was a woman 
candidate. 

Lage: So, they would form a caucus? 



 

 

91 

Bouwsma: Well, they would, yes.  To some extent, they would, yes.  I think probably 
what I told you was that then when enough of them got here, they started 
falling out, but that's what I don't want in [the oral history].  [laughs]  

Lage: Oh, okay. 

Bouwsma: I did say that, and I think it's true. 

Lage: You mean, falling out with one another? 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: Yes. 

Bouwsma: A bit.  Criticizing.  It was as if they were more critical of their colleagues than 
they were of men.  And, maybe, it was because they felt more particular and 
they were wanting so much for the women all to be--to do very, very well.  I 
can understand that.  It's probably the reason.  I don't know.  Anyway--. 

Lage: Did you build relationships with these women faculty members as you had 
with--? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  They weren't left out at all.  Not the new ones.  Not Susanna 
Barrows and Beth Berry and Paula Fass.  No, they were very much always 
included and liked, and for good reason. 

The Women’s Movement: “A Little Worrisome” 

Lage: Now, so many of the wives of your generation were really very traditional 
women.   

Bouwsma: Oh, yes. 

Lage: How did they--and you, yourself--respond to the women's movement?  Was it 
seen as a challenge or a threat? 

Bouwsma: I saw it as a little worrisome, because I couldn't understand how they could do 
all that.  I mean, I had all I could do being a wife.  But, of course, it hadn't 
occurred to me that you could do a lot less and still be a perfectly good wife.  
[laughs]  That never came into my mind. 

 When I saw them coming--well not, of course, Natalie, but Natalie had her 
students cook for her, that's what she did.  So, she did have the dinner parties, 
but she didn't have to do it.  But, by the time Susanna came, and she was a 
superb cook and seemed to be good in every other way, too, I thought, well, 
all right, surprise, surprise.  I really like the woman.  She was very nice to the 
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wives and she never gave off signs that she thought we were lazy, or 
disapproved of us, or thought we weren't anybody.  She never has.  Beth really 
didn't either.  Or Paula, no.  They were very good about those things.  They 
must have had wonderful sense of what everything was like and what they had 
to do.  They must have been very special people. 

Lage: I'm not thinking of the women who came as professors, but the movement [the 
women’s movement], in general, all the change that was in the air. 

Bouwsma: Oh, the movement. 

Lage: I think it might have given off the feeling that it's not worthwhile to be a 
traditional wife and mother.  Did you ever get that feeling? 

Bouwsma: I certainly have had the feeling that some people think that.  It's not what I 
think myself.  I deeply think that I didn't waste my life.  And that I did very 
hard work, not always well [laughs], but it was at least hard, and it was all I 
could do.  That's what I think.  And I also think that a lot of women must have 
been terribly frustrated.  I was not.  There was never anything I that much 
wanted to do, so in that way I was lucky being a wife, that you could be one.  I 
don't even know if it's possible anymore.  [laughs]  I never hear of them. 

Lage: Of being a wife and not--? 

Bouwsma: Just a wife without anything.  I mean, nobody I know is like that.  Certainly, 
not my daughter,  who gets her kids off to school and immediately she hits the 
easel.  You know, she's an artist.  And she knows that's what she is, and 
everybody knows what they are.  And I know what I am, too, which is a wife. 

Lage: Did you notice other women who were challenged by this? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Oh, absolutely.  Everybody was rushing around to find something.  
Oh, yes.  There were quite a number that would get a master's in psychology 
and then go into practice.  You could do that.  It's called M.S.W., you 
probably know all about it. 

Lage: Let's see, "M.S.W."  Master's in--? 

Bouwsma: Master's of social work, and they would advise people and be counselors and 
so on.  People would just look everywhere into their past for what they could 
still do.  Go back to school.  Some worked on Ph.Ds.  Well, that was the way 
with Carroll [Brentano].  She was always working on her Ph.D.  She found 
something else, what she's doing.  As far as I know, very well.  That was 
another typical thing, but Carroll always wanted to work.  It turned out that 
most of the women I know did.  Always had.    



 

 

93 

Lage: Had wanted to, but kind of set it aside to raise families? 

Bouwsma: Yes, but then it was okay.  Not only okay, but the thing.  They would rush 
around and find something.  Some went to law school, not all were successful 
in it, but some were. 

Lage: And that must have affected the culture of the faculty wives. 

Bouwsma: Oh, sure.  Well, it certainly affected the social life, that, most of anything.  
You know, that's what I'd been doing almost like a profession, and other 
people had too. But suddenly it wasn't so popular anymore, because how 
could they? They couldn't.  Most women couldn't.  Susanna Barrows, maybe.  
But not too many.  It's not an easy thing to do either one.  And then the 
combination--.  Plus, most of them had children. 

Lage: Yes, it was fraught with change. 

Bouwsma: It was an extreme change.  Very, very much of a revolution, I would say.  And 
I don't see any sign of it letting up at all. 

Lage: Now it's become an economic necessity. 

Bouwsma: Well, it has.  You almost can't marry a useless type like me.  [laughter] 

The Rewards and Challenges of Volunteer Work 

Lage: What about volunteer work? 

Bouwsma: I always did it.  Oh, yes.  I always have done it.  I don't now.  When I was 
seventy, I resigned from everything, and I haven't done it since, and I haven't 
missed it.  I don't miss it, and I'm glad I don't do it.  But I did do it for years--
well, I did street people. 

Lage: What did you do? 

Bouwsma: I was on the city committee for it and I would go every Thursday night to 
have social life with them. 

Lage: Now, where was that? 

Bouwsma: Well, as I remember, the main place was Saint Mark's Church, but it would be 
other churches too, and places.  We would have this thing, and we would go 
down there about seven and have, oh, there'd be coffee and, I don't know, you 
know, some food.  I mean, not dinner.   

Lage: It wasn't serving a meal. 
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Bouwsma: No, no it wasn't serving a meal, but it was coffee and doughnuts.  Stuff like 
that.  And games.  Or if they just wanted to talk, we would talk to them.  That 
was my favorite.  There was some game they used to play in prison called 
"spades," which I learned.  I don't know, anymore, how to play it.  It was a 
dumb game, not very hard, a lot of--. 

Lage: What was the purpose of this? 

Bouwsma: The purpose was to get their stories, and see what they needed, and to give 
them some social life, which, we figured, they wouldn't otherwise have.  They 
probably did.  [laughs]  I think they did.  Anyway, that's what we thought.  
And it was very hard work.  It was really hard.  Going down there and 
spending one evening a week.  Talking to them and--there were certain clues I 
learned about who they were.  I've forgotten, but there were certain things on 
their fingers or, like tattoos, or something that would show they'd been in 
prison.  So, then you didn't--you wanted to, maybe, draw them out a little 
about that.  What had their experience been, and how was it being out?  They 
used to talk about stuff like that.  

Lage: And then would there be follow up?  Would you make notes and recommend-
-? 

Bouwsma: No, no.  We would hope to see them again, see how they were doing, and hear 
good things.  We were supposed to be the helpers. 

Lage: I see. 

Bouwsma: In a way, it was like getting the M.S.W.  Only we didn't get it.  [laughter]  

Lage: Who organized this?  Was this a city program, or--? 

Bouwsma: Oh, I don't even remember.  I remember Francie Starn was in it.  Oh, and then 
we had these soup kitchens.  There was one at the Lutheran Church that, you 
know, the one with Gus Schultz, who was a, sort of, left-wing minister.  I had 
to do with that.  I was on the committee for that one, and we would go 
sometimes and be in the meal, or help, or whatnot.  What else did we do?  I 
don't know.  The committee would try to set up shelters.  We tried very hard.  
We really worked at it, and the committee used to meet here, and they were all 
career people, so they would naturally have come without their dinner.  So I  
would have to have tons of cheese and food and everything.  It was quite a 
bore.  And I used to count the money the street people collected on the street.  

Lage: You were feeding again! 

Bouwsma: Feeding, feeding, feeding.  I always feed.  That's what I do. 
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Lage: And who was the committee?  Was Frances Townes on the committee? 

Bouwsma: Yes, oh yes. 

Lage: Because I know that she was involved in a lot of--. 

Bouwsma: Very involved.  Oh, she was much more involved than I was.  I came to feel, 
as I said, friendly feeling towards her because we would have--oh, there was 
another thing, where we used to have street people coming to our committees, 
around to our houses.  We would all admit these terrible things that had 
happened in our lives, so it would be all right for the street people to admit 
what terrible--.  [laughs] 

Lage: When was this? 

Bouwsma: Oh, it was during the eighties, I guess.  I don't know.  Wasn't it?  When the 
street people--? 

Lage: The street people have been with us, I'd say, eighties and nineties. 

Bouwsma: Yes, that's when we did it. 

Lage: So, you actually had these group sessions?  Like an AA [Alcoholics 
Anonymous] session or something? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  It would be like that.  I remember that we used to meet at Frances 
Townes' quite often for those.  There were all these things going on.  I was 
very heavily involved.  Before that I did other things.  I tutored children--. 

Lage: Wait, just to finish up on this because I think it is so intriguing.  Did you feel 
that you needed to come up with a new "bad thing" every meeting? 

Bouwsma: No, the same bad things would go a long time.  [laughter]  Anyway, to hear 
Frances, who I'd thought of as the--when I first saw her, which was at the 
chancellor's house, of course, during my days as an administrator's wife--they 
[the Townes] came here from, I think, M.I.T.  I remember seeing this proud 
looking person with her hair all done up and her good clothes and everything.  
[laughter]  But that was before the street people days. 

 She used to invite us to her house, and we would all come with our troubles 
and she would tell hers, and she really had them. 

Lage: So you all got to know each other in a different way, then, as well as knowing 
the street people? 
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Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  That's right, yes.  And for a long time I would see street people on 
the street and we would hug and things like that.  Bill would be a little 
[laughter] confused as to who this person was in my life.  There was, 
particularly, one extremely filthy man.  Oh, he was--I mean, you know, 
literally--I mean, fingernails out to here stuffed with dirt and smelling.  But 
Francie Starn and I both loved him, and we would fight over him.   

Lage: So, you really developed a fondness? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes!  Some of them we really liked.  I liked some.  A lot I didn't, too.  And 
most --. 

## 

Lage: They had had bad luck, but some made their own bad luck. 

Bouwsma: That's right.  Mostly they did.  A lot were on drugs, and drink, and things like 
that.  But, there was this one who wasn't on either one, as far as we knew.  He 
just lay in the street, but he was an intellectual, and Francie and I thought that-
-.  He was very big on Aristophanes, or something like that, and would talk all 
of the time about this, and he would know a lot.  He went to a little college 
somewhere in Michigan and learned a lot and it just seemed as though he was 
oblivious to everything but these matters, these Greek matters.  He loved to 
talk to somebody who would listen.  Which Francie--.  

Lage: About these Greek matters. 

Bouwsma: Yes, which Francie and I would.  We could hardly wait to see who nabbed 
him first before the other one.  [laughs]  I don't know what ever happened to 
him or to much of any of them, I don't. 

Lage: Now, did you drop out of that?  Or did it die out? 

Bouwsma: It didn't die out.  I think I just resigned when I was seventy because I got tired.   

Lage: But what happened at seventy?  Why seventy? 

Bouwsma: Why seventy?  Well, I decided I could have a different life, and I didn't have 
to pal around with street people all the time.  And then, also, I was getting 
more tired, and I couldn't do the same amount without getting quite tired.  It 
seemed like I could hardly do all the stuff with the house and the garden and 
everything without getting too tired. And I didn't want to do that.  So, I just 
dropped out.   
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 Oh, I did tutoring of Hmong people, Laotians, you know.  I did that every 
morning. 

Lage: And where did you do that? 

Bouwsma: Down at Jefferson School.  Every morning I did it, and every afternoon I took 
a nap, and that was very, very hard.  Because what a lot of people did when 
you were supposed to have a job was to take foreign language training.  That 
was a very good thing to take, because it didn't take very long and you could 
do it.  

Lage: You mean English as a Second Language? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Yes, ESL.  Yes, but I didn't want to do that.  But I thought since I had a 
friend who was desperate to get me in on this, since she knew I was such a 
sucker for volunteer work, as I was, and I'm not sorry I was, either--I did it 
every morning and they gave me the worst.  They gave me the older people, 
[although] at first I had a few young people. 

 The young Vietnamese boys were so smart!  It was unbelievable.  They just 
soaked up the knowledge, and they couldn't wait to get more.  I've never seen 
anybody so anxious for learning.  And they were fun, but then they didn't 
want me to keep with those.  They put them in other classes.  I got these old 
ones that--the men were mad if the women even knew how to write their name 
in English, would be furious because women weren't supposed to know 
anything.  They didn't either, that was the reason.  It was a ridiculous thing.  

Lage: So they'd be there with their wives, but object to their wives learning? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Yes, they would.  And the wives were often a little quicker about it, for 
some reason.  One thing I taught them all to write is their names, so they could 
sign.  Then I wanted them to understand about money, so we did a lot of 
money games with phony money, and then real money, and then went to the 
store and bought things and got change and counted it out, and was sure we 
didn't get a gyp, and things like that.  And then what they should wear was 
another big deal.  Because I knew I couldn't teach them everything.  And they 
couldn't--they had no written language in their own--I mean, it was absurd.  
And here they'd be, over fifty. 

Lage: So they hadn't ever had to deal with anything like this? 

Bouwsma: No, and they had just come.  Of course, they had social workers, and I'm sure 
that was the really helpful thing.  But I thought that I could probably help 
them some, and I think I did.   
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Lage: Did you devise what you thought they needed? 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: There wasn't a program to teach them this, that, and the other thing? 

Bouwsma: No, no.  So, I would bring things like boxes of clothes, showing them what 
you could wear on the street because they were wearing pajamas and winter 
coats in summer and they, you know--it was just silly.  Poor things.  They did 
not know what to wear.  Couldn't figure it out.  Like, why couldn't you wear 
pajamas on the street at all times?  You know, "not done." 

Lage: They didn't have any mentors in their own culture. 

Bouwsma: No, they hardly did.  No.  Some did, because in some cases there were people 
who had come over earlier who could clue them in, and they had their social 
workers and they were a huge help.  But some of them didn't seem to have 
anybody.  And yet, they somehow got into this program, and I tried very hard 
to make it fun.  I think--. 

Lage: Did they speak any English?  Or could you communicate? 

Bouwsma: Well, it was so little, you hardly could.  I had to mostly deal with things.  
They learned the money fastest.  That, they were good at.  I think everybody 
is. 

Lage: It's such a necessity. 

Bouwsma: It's such a necessity.  I remember how good we were when we went to Europe 
with the money, when we couldn't even say our names, practically.  I mean, 
they could speak a little, they knew some words.  But mostly I tried to speak 
to them in a very slow way, watching what they could understand, but I would 
hold up all these things or I would make little stories with various objects.  
They liked that a lot. 

Lage: How long were you involved with that? 

Bouwsma: Oh, I don't know.  Not so long.  It was, maybe, a year. 

Lage: And was that a recent--? 

Bouwsma: No, that was, well, when they were all coming over.  Was that the seventies?  
I think it was. 

Lage: Probably.   
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Bouwsma: I think the seventies.  It was when they were first coming.  I think I realized 
that there were maybe getting to be enough that were trained.  Besides, I was 
getting plenty tired of it.  It was getting very exhausting.  I don't see how 
anybody has a job, has the time--. 

Lage: Well, that's why there are not so many volunteers anymore. 

Bouwsma: And then, before that, I used to be a tutor for children at that junior high in 
south campus--Willard.  

Lage: Willard. 

Bouwsma: There was a black girl, who was very tall, very good-looking, and, I thought, 
quite smart.  She was very, very good in math, and she could barely speak 
English.  She was brought up by her mother and her aunt, who sat looking at 
television all day.  That was her idea of what to do.  And I was supposed to 
convert her into a person of learning, in English, as well as math, because she 
was so good at math.  Apparently, a real whiz, which I'm not, and I never had 
anything to do with her math.  They wanted me to get her reading, and talking, 
and all, and understanding better English.  Her English was completely black 
language.  Charming, but not going to get her into college or anything. 

Bouwsma: So, we worked, and we worked, and we worked.  She really didn't learn, and 
she didn't change, and I took her up to the university, just so she could see 
what that was like and into a math class and around and then for lunch and so 
on.  Afterwards, I said, "Well, how did that seem to you?  Did you like it at 
all?"  Oh, she didn't much, and she noticed that the black kids and the white 
kids didn't eat together.  Which they weren't.  And I said, "Well, what would 
you want?  What do you think you want when you're a big person?  What 
would you like to be doing?"  She said, "The same as my mother.  Watching 
the television."  Well, there was another year wasted.   

Lage: This was after a lot of input from you? 

Bouwsma: A lot of input.  Oh, yes.  Oh, yes.  Well, anyway, so what did I do before that?  
I was a chess mother for junior high in North Berkeley. 

Lage: Do you play chess? 

Bouwsma: I did at the time.  I don't think I'd know the rules of the game anymore. 

Lage: Was that when your children were--? 

Bouwsma: Yes, and I did some church work.  I used to iron those cotta things, you know 
that they wear, those white things.  



 

 

100 

Lage: Oh, my goodness! 

Bouwsma: They had to be starched and ironed.  I don't know, I did housewifely stuff for 
people who needed it outside the family.  That's what I did.  Nothing else. 

The Section Clubs 

Lage: Tell me about the Section Club. 

Bouwsma: Well, the sections used to be very big at Berkeley. 

Lage: Tell me what it is, first of all.  What is a section? 

Bouwsma: Well, it's just little clubs for the wives.  Now, of course, they include 
husbands, but that wouldn't have been thought of when I came.   We would 
have these tea parties, hat and gloves, and better to take a young person in 
your department, always be sure that all those are taken care of and get to the 
tea.  Then they would have little tables set up.  They still do this.  They still 
have--well, now it's a lunch at the chancellor's house once a year.  But the tea 
parties used to be more often.  We would sometimes serve the tea, and 
sometimes we would bring our young people.  And then tables were set up so 
that all these different clubs had a chance to sign you up, and there are very 
many of them.  There are probably twenty or thirty. 

 I'm still in one which is a little chorus, which is connected to the music 
section.  It's kind of a nice little chorus.  We're all old, not all old, but a lot of 
us are.  Too old, and I have no voice at all, but the conductor somehow is very 
good at getting us in unison and--.  

Lage: Is the person who runs it with the music department? 

Bouwsma: No, she was out of the music department here.  She studied here.  But, no, we 
pay her to do this.  Anyway, that's one thing.  And there's a tennis section.  
That was a wonderful thing.  I was in that one--. 

Lage: You joined that when you came back from Harvard? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  I was very big in that one.  And there's drama, we've done that, 
because Bill likes drama.  But he decided he didn't want to do it, because it 
was out in the evening and staying too late.  So we dropped that.  There's a 
writer's thing, I was in that for a while.  

Lage: And did you write? 
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Bouwsma: No.  I didn't.  I listened to what other people wrote.  I'd written about one 
poem, and I read that to them, and they liked it all right, and said I should 
write more, more, more, and I dropped that one.  There's adventure, and 
walking, and things like financial learning--oh, and there's the epicurean club.  
We've been invited to that, but I've never joined it.  They have dinners.  Very 
fancy.  And they each bring something.  Quite a bore!  The people in it are--
anyway, oh, what other things? 

Lage: Has the nature of the sections changed over the years?  Aside from adding 
men, which must have been a big thing. 

Bouwsma: Well, it was a big thing.  I don't know that they have.  Oh, and then there are 
language sections.  There's French, and Italian, and German. 

Lage: Do you remember when they added the men? 

Bouwsma: It wasn't so long ago, and I'm not so sure that many men come.  There are a 
few men that come to the tennis, I know.  We wouldn't dream of letting a man 
into our chorus.  It's a woman's chorus.  Actually, it would be nice.  I never 
thought of it.  It would be very, very nice. 

Lage: Well, maybe you should suggest it. 

Bouwsma: I should.  It would be extremely nice.  There must be a lot of old boys out 
there who would like to be in it. 

Lage: With good voices. 

Bouwsma: And then I could be a tenor, which I am.  Oh, well anyway, I don't know that 
they've changed much, but I think there's a much, much smaller--well, no, 
there isn't.  The music section has grown so large that we can hardly be 
accommodated anymore in homes.  In fact, the chancellor's and the president's 
wife have both opened their houses once a year for this, which is nice. 

Lage: For the chorus, this is? 

Bouwsma: No, not for the chorus, but for the whole music section.  I love to go to my 
chorus, because then I can sing.  But, that's just when we meet on every 
Tuesday morning.  And singing is so--I find, so enjoyable.  

Lage: And you've always done that, haven't you? 

Bouwsma: Always. 

Lage: In church--. 
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Bouwsma: At times, in church.  More often, secular things.  In Boston I did that, was in 
very good things.  And in Denver, when Bill was in the army,  I sang in the 
Denver, D.U. Oratorio, and again in Illinois, in the oratorio and here, in the 
Oakland Symphony Chorus. 

Lage: Oh, you were in the Oakland Symphony Chorus? 

Bouwsma: Yes, I was.  And Berkeley Repertory Chorus. 

Lage: When did you leave the Oakland Symphony Chorus? 

Bouwsma: You know, I've forgotten.  Was it when we went to Harvard, maybe?  Maybe, 
I've forgotten why.  Certainly not for any reason of not liking it, because I 
loved it.  It was wonderful. 

Lage: And the membership of the Section Club is still alive and well? 

Bouwsma: A lot of people go, but they're mostly older people, I think.  You don't see the 
younger women much. 

Lage: Who must be working. 

Bouwsma: Of course they are!  That's what they do.  So, I think it's going to go down.  I 
think it's going to go out. 

Lage: Is it standard fare at the different universities, this type of section club? 

Bouwsma: Not that I know of.  No, I don't remember it at Harvard or at Illinois.  Maybe I 
wasn't interested then, I don't know.  I think I might have been at Harvard.  
They had a certain number of women's tea parties. 

Lage: But not an organized--? 

Bouwsma: But I don't remember anything like the section.  No, I don't. 

Departmental Differences: An Illustrative Anecdote 

Lage: Now, let's see.  I'm trying to wind up all the things we talked about.  Last time 
you told me an anecdote, which was to illustrate the character of the history 
department by contrasting it with the English department--. 

Bouwsma: Oh, you mean the flaunting of--? 

Lage: Yes, it was a  faculty research lecture? 
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Bouwsma: Yes, that was the reason for it.  And they usually, well, what's happened 
through the years is that there's one lecturer in the humanities, and one in the 
sciences.  The chancellor takes turns having a dinner party one year for the 
scientist, one year for the humanities person.  You can invite your friends and 
your department is invited, so, that's a lot.  It's a pretty big party.  It takes the 
chancellor's basement to hold us. 

 Anyway, so this year, a very good friend of ours, named Jonas Barish, now 
not living, in the English department--it was his turn to give the lecture and, of 
course, he couldn't [have] the dinner.  I thought that was so aggravating!  I had 
had it.  So, we had the English department, as many as wanted to come and--. 

Lage: It must have been a big group.  The English department is a big--. 

Bouwsma: Yes, now that I think of it--maybe it's only people you invite in your 
department.  That's it, yes.  Only people you invite.  Bill's year it was given to 
us at the chancellor’s; it was the humanities' year.  Yes, we just invited a 
certain number of history people and some other friends.  Anyway, we had 
this thing for Jonas--.  He was then in high form having given this lecture, and 
inviting all of these people.  I'd worked for days on the dinner, of course, but it 
was so many.  And there were people everywhere, but--. 

Lage: Frog's legs, by chance? 

Bouwsma: No frog legs!  No, by this time I had learned a recipe for veal, which was a 
kind of stew.  Veal and then, oh, you had to take red peppers and grate them, 
so your knuckles  --but the good thing about red peppers is what blood got in 
there wasn't noticed.  [laughter]  Anyway, it was a hard dinner, but it could be 
done all ahead of time.  No frog legs.  Anyway, frog legs were going out by 
then.  

 But I just noticed that, as crowded as it was, when the people came in they 
would just come in and they would just do a little, "I'm here and this is what 
I'm wearing."  And it was at a time when it was popular to have the seam on 
the outside.  Do you remember that?  There'd be this thing [indicates clothing 
seam], which would be on the outside? 

Lage: Yes. 

Bouwsma: Yes, and some were dressed like that and they were particularly proud of 
themselves.  

Lage: But, I would think that would be more casual wear? 
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Bouwsma: Well, it was.  Oh, yes.  It isn't that they were all dressed up.  Oh, no.  Much 
more complicated than that.  It was whether what they had on was 
fashionable, and it was very fashionable to look casual, but you had to have 
bought just the right thing, which, in the history department, people don't 
much think of.  I mean, I would say that Carroll Brentano was as well dressed 
a woman as happens in the history department.  And she's very well dressed.  I 
would never run it down.  She buys a lot of her clothes in Italy, which is a 
good place to buy them, and she's always very fashionable and she looks nice.  
My hat is off to her, but most of us aren't like that.  

 Anyway, these people were just so concerned about--and I realized that 
they're individuals in the English department and they aren't a mass like in the 
history department.  [In history], somebody's 1903 to 1950 or something, and 
then somebody else is 1951 to whatever.  It's true.  It's just true.  

Lage: That they don't put themselves forth in quite the same way? 

Bouwsma: They're a group.  They cooperate.  They have to.  I think they do because of 
their field. 

Lage: Now, why, what do you mean they have to? 

Bouwsma: Well, they have to because one part of history will fit into another, and you 
can't do everything.  And, maybe, there's something about your field is--.  
Well, like in the English department they'll be teaching a certain author, or 
kind of author, maybe they're a little bit identifying with that.  Well, historians 
are identifying with ordinary people. 

Lage: That's interesting. 

Bouwsma: I think that's part of it.  I really do.  I don't know, but I've asked a number of 
people if they didn't think it was so.  And, thinking it over, they do think that 
it's true that they behave that way.  I mean, everybody knows about the 
English department dandy.  I mean, they're swells.  That's what they are. 

Lage: Interesting how departments do take on a character. 

Bouwsma: It's true.  Mathematics, they'll all want to look like hippies or lefties, or both. 

Lage: I wonder if that's true of every university or if the culture at the particular 
campus is defined by--? 

Bouwsma: I have an idea that it's kind of universal.  I mean, I've just been at three of 
them, but they've been a little different each from each other.  And each one 
has been the same in that one. 
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Lage: In that respect? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  At Harvard, people especially laughed at the English department.  I 
suppose they laughed at us, too.  I hope they did.  [laughter] 

Bill’s Retirement, 1991: An Easy Transition, A Recent Decline 

Lage: Yes.  Now, let's see.  Bill retired in 1991. 

Bouwsma: I guess he did, yes. 

Lage: So it's been ten years. 

Bouwsma: Yes. 

Lage: Did that change things for you? 

Bouwsma: Well, it didn't until now.  Somewhat changed, but when he retired, it was so 
he could write his book.  He never went to the campus much, anyway.  He 
went down there to teach and for office hours, and that was it. 

Lage: He wouldn't even do his work in the office? 

Bouwsma: Never, never, never thought of it.  No.  They don't have much office space, 
and he had a good office here, and we weren't that far from campus.  And he 
was much better off at home.  People couldn't bother him.  He was generous 
with his time, but he set it aside, and he let them know when he'd be in his 
office.  And then the door was open, and they could come.  But, when he was 
at home, he didn't want any of that. 

 So he was writing his book, and it didn't seem any different.  Every morning 
after breakfast he went down there, and then he wasn't seen until noon.  But 
when he finished his book, which was last spring, then it was not good.  I 
think we're getting into more of a routine now. 

Lage: Because he didn't have much to do?  

Bouwsma: He didn't have anything to do, and his memory seemed to decline.  I would 
ask him about dates, and that he could remember, such as he always could.  
He was never big on dates, but he knew them.  “Well, now, tell me what 
happened along about, you know, oh--1720.”  He would tell me and that was 
fine.  I just wanted to know--. 

Lage: You were testing. 



 

 

106 

Bouwsma: I was testing him.  And I wasn't the only one, because our doctor got 
concerned about him and gave him a test that showed whether he had 
Alzheimer’s, which he doesn't.  It's funny now, I think his basic intelligence is 
very much the same, but he remembers less.  He especially remembers little 
about the house, or the garden, and doesn't remember what day to take out the 
garbage, or the ecology.  Sometimes I tell him he's just being a spoiled brat, 
and he says, "Yes, maybe you're right."  But, other days, no, no--.   

Lage: Do you perceive it as a problem of having finished the last book? 

Bouwsma: I do.  It was so immediate.  It was so immediate I can't believe it didn't have 
something to do with it.  Maybe it didn't. 

Lage: And, that book he finished up in fine form--? 

Bouwsma: Yes, he did. 

Lage: Gene Brucker says it's the best book he's written. 

Bouwsma: I think it is.  It's the best written and it's the most mature, as you can imagine.  
It's a very good book, I think.  And other people--I wouldn't probably be the 
best judge--but certainly Yale thought it was a good book; they wouldn't have 
published it, I think, if they hadn't. 

Lage: When I was interviewing him, he was going over the proofs, or he had the 
proofs--. 

Bouwsma: He did. 

Lage: And he did that fine? 

Bouwsma: He did it.  He did it without much trouble, and yet, nothing else about the 
book would he do.  He couldn't pick the illustrations and they sent all this 
stuff, and what did he want?  "Oh," he said, "I don't know.  It makes no 
difference.  I have no idea.  I would have no idea, whatsoever," he would say.  
That's his favorite thing--. 

Lage: What did he do about that, then? 

Bouwsma: So I said, "Bill, we better go over it together.  Let's do it. Let's just sit down 
and do it."  "No, no, no.  I can't focus." So, I said, "All right, then, I'll just have 
to tell the man because--unless you're going to write to him?"  "Oh, no.  I'm 
not going to write."  I said, "All right, I'll write to him.”  In fact, I called him 
in England and I said, "I don't think Bill's going to do this.  He just seems not 
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to be able to.”  So the guy said, "All the better, we'll do it.  Fine."  And that's 
the kind of thing that happens. 

 He hasn't answered any of his correspondence for six months.  Except for one.  
A man whose wife died.  He did.  And it piles up and up and then our son 
comes from Portland.  We go through it, and he understands the finances, so 
he keeps that stuff.  He goes through it and makes lists of what we have, and 
what we might need, what we need for the tax. 

Lage: This is your son? 

Bouwsma: Yes.  Because I've never done any of that and I just don't know how.  So he 
does that and I knew what stuff to throw out.  And we got the stuff down to 
about this [indicates size of pile], so I think I may need to just answer it 
myself.  Because he won't. 

 I don't know what it is.  But, he's not the same person he was, certainly.  He 
doesn't remember things and he doesn't have as many interests.  And yet when 
I talk to him he seems perfectly intelligent. 

Lage: That's hard for you, I'll bet. 

Bouwsma: In some ways it's hard for me, and in other ways it isn't, because he's 
dependent and that's sort of pleasant. He’s sometimes like a little boy, and I 
always loved little boys. 

Lage: You're very adaptable. 

Bouwsma: Well, I try to be, a little more than I am.  I get mad at him, sometimes, about 
the garbage, and ecology, and stuff.  You know, "Why can't you--I mean, you 
know it's Tuesday and you've always done it--." 

## 

Bouwsma: I don't feel that he ever doesn’t understand what I say.  He always does, and 
he reads very hard stuff.  And, if you just look around--. 

Lage: This is what he's reading. 

Bouwsma: Well, yes.  Or that [Jacques] Barzun book, I mean, that's not something I 
would read. 

 Beth Berry says, "I think that women don't fail as fast, because they have 
children and friends, which men mostly don't." 

Lage: Men have children. 



 

 

108 

Bouwsma: Yes, but not to the extent, anyway. 

Lage: They don't keep as involved, perhaps. 

Bouwsma: They don't.  She thinks they don't, and I believe they don't, either.  I think a 
women is more involved with them.  And, she said, "I think that women 
become very adaptable, because they have all these things they're supposed to 
do."  And she's a full-time scholar, full-time wife, and full-time mother. 

 She knows something about it.  And I said, "Well how does that apply to me?" 
and she said, "Oh, well.  It does, of course, because you've always dealt with 
all these scholars and been a mother and wife." 

Lage: And did street people--. 

Bouwsma: And all this stuff, and I think it's true.  Bill would never have done street--it 
would have been the last thing he would have thought of!  Of course, there's 
always talk about women having been the agricultural people in really 
primitive times, and the men having to go out and be aggressive, and I think 
there may be something there, too.  Because the men seem to care so much 
about their own careers and importance and--.  I don't know what it is.  I hope 
you won't have it.  I don't think you're getting it yet. 

Lage: I'm not.  My husband's still working.  But he complains a bit, too.  He's getting 
tired. 

Bouwsma: Oh, well.  Bill complained of it, too, when he taught.  He didn't like to have to 
go down and teach, and said, "What a bore," and all that.  But he loved it 
compared with now.  And I've been talking with other wives about what their 
husbands do [in retirement], and I don't gather it's so much fun.  In some 
cases, it's not true.  Ira Lapidus [retired history professor] is a very happy man.  
He has so many interests and he's been retired since he was about forty or so.  
Not forty, but fifty.  Much the same to me.  He and his wife both seem to have 
money.  His wife has a lot of money, and they travel a lot and they do things, 
but it isn't just that.  A lot of people have money and they aren't as happy as 
Ira.  And Ira worked harder than anybody.  Oh, awful!  He wrote big door 
stoppers!  

Lage: Well, Ken Stampp seems to enjoy his retirement years. 

Bouwsma: Ken Stampp enjoys it very much.  Yes, he does.  And I think Delmer [Brown] 
does, as far as I know. 

Lage: Well, he's practically still working. 
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Bouwsma: I know. 

Lage: He writes and he carries on.  Takes more trips to Japan. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  It's wonderful! 

Lage: Yes.  Just amazing.  He's ninety-two. 

Bouwsma: He is.  I went to his ninetieth birthday party two years ago.  Ninety-two, it’s 
just incredible.  But he's unusual. 

Lage: Yes, yes.  It's a gift. 

Bouwsma: It's a gift.  I think it is, yes.  Well, I certainly know plenty who haven't enjoyed 
their retirement at all.  And, certainly, Bill is one of them, I think. 

Lage: So you consider his retirement beginning when he finished this last book? 

Bouwsma: Oh, yes.  Not when he retired.  It doesn't make any difference when you stop 
teaching.  After all, a professor's job is to write books, too.  And to learn 
things, that's what he sees as his job.  When that comes to an end, it can be 
very hard.  But Bill has always been, I think, uncommonly ambitious.  I think 
he's been--he claims not.  Ambition is his worst word.  He hates the word.  He 
says he isn't ambitious in the least, but okay.  Let's say, if we don't use the 
word, if we say, "Successful in your career," or "Admired," or what other 
thing can you say? 

Lage: Having your work admired and--. 

Bouwsma: That's what he loves.  That's what he loves so much, yes. 

Lage: Well, this book, according to Gene Brucker, is going to give him a lot of 
satisfaction. 

Bouwsma: Yes, he reads it, and he says, "Well, you know, I was pretty good at writing 
that, yes." 

The Four Children, Past and Present 

Lage: Is there anything that we have missed, that I neglected to ask, or that you wish 
to say ? 

Bouwsma: I don't know that there is.  I can't think.  We didn't much go over Illinois, but 
maybe we did enough?  I mean, Bill didn't like it there, very much, he wasn't 
there long.  It was a stepping stone. 



 

 

110 

Lage: Did we go over where your four children are, and what they're doing now? 

Bouwsma: Oh, no!  I guess we didn't.  Well, do you have ten minutes? 

Lage: Oh, yes. 

Bouwsma: Well, the oldest one, his name is John, and he's fifty-three.  He was the one 
who was a draft dodger.  He was an engineering major in college, until he 
decided it was too hard and he preferred to party, so he changed to 
anthropology, which he never intended to do a thing with, except know people 
better. 

Lage: That was the times. 

Bouwsma: Yes.  He went to Canada, and I think we went over what he did there.  He 
came back and went to the pig farm in northern Minnesota.   

Lage: Boy, that's a long way from home. 

Bouwsma: That's a long way from everything. 

Lage: Was that with the new wife that helped him? 

Bouwsma: This wife seems to stand on her own two feet, and yet she does things he likes, 
too.  I've never understood it.  She's a very good wife.  He certainly thinks so.  
And she's also very friendly to us, which is nice. 

Lage: What's her name? 

Bouwsma: Her name is Nancy.  She went away, at one point, to see her mother, or 
something like that, and John sat down and figured out he was making nothing 
on his pig farm.  He was earning all his money in town, working in there 
afterwards.  Nancy was driving a school bus.  It was dangerous, terrible work 
in that kind of weather.  And, so why didn't they leave?  When she came back, 
they decided he would go back to engineering.  By now, he deeply was 
wanting to go.  He was going to work, and he wasn't going to just party, and 
he was really serious. 

Lage: And how old was he by this time? 

Bouwsma: Oh, heavens.  He was in his forties.  I have a picture of him graduating. I look 
as old as the hills and so does he.  [laughter]  Anyway, then he got a job at 
Intel.   

Lage: Oh, that's an amazing journey! 
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Bouwsma: Yes, so now he's a corporate person.  He's a manufacturing engineer.  He goes 
to Taiwan and Korea and Florida.  Especially Florida.  And what he does--he's 
very personable, extremely likes people and gets along well with them, loves 
to listen to them and does that.  Apparently, he combines his engineering and 
his social talents, and he solves the problems. They send him to these places 
because Intel has a lot they farm out to people.  He can go and see whether the 
place is doing well or not. 

Lage: The people they contract with? 

Bouwsma: Yes, and then he sees what the customer is going to want, and so he has to 
bear down on this one, and not bear down on somebody else, and flatter 
somebody else.  Apparently, he's very good at that, so they even let him go 
around in their corporate plane.   

Lage: What a different life from the pig farm in northern Minnesota! 

Bouwsma: The pig farm!  [laughter] 

Lage: And what does his wife do now? 

Bouwsma: Well, she wasn't working for a while, but now she likes to because he's gone a 
lot, and she doesn't like it when he goes much.  So she works as a secretary for 
a doctor, but she seems to be able work as a kind of temp, and it's a clinic. 

Lage: She can be home when he's home. 

Bouwsma: She usually works about two or three days a week.  And, otherwise, she stays 
home. 

Lage: Do they have children? 

Bouwsma: No, they don't.  She has a son by a former marriage, and two grandchildren.  
Anyway, that's their life.  They have a very nice time, I would say.  They have 
a wonderful time, and they do a lot.  They hike all the time, and they have a 
lot of friends, and they don't care how far they drive to see them.  They do it, 
weekends. 

Lage: Where do they live? 

Bouwsma: In Portland.  So, that's his life.  It's pretty nice, I'd say, very nice.  He says, 
"I've never wasted a minute of my life." 

Lage: Oh, that's wonderful. He appreciates each stage? 
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Bouwsma: Yes.  I said, "Aren't you even sorry about, you know, when you were taking 
care of the pigs and you had that poor old second-hand tractor that would 
hardly--?"  "Oh, no!" he said, "That was the best."  Okay, all right.  

Lage: Maybe he has your gift for contentment? 

Bouwsma: Well, he certainly has a gift for contentment.  Whether it's mine, I don't know.  
Anyway, then there's Philip.  He was the smart one.  He was the talented one. 

Lage: Intellectually, you mean? 

Bouwsma: Well, he's artistic and he was also, oh, I don't know--he managed to learn 
Greek in high school.  We went to Harvard one summer for summer school, 
and he took a course at Harvard--I mean, he was just a high school kid--in 
Greek and did very well.  Then he continued, he went to the university while 
he was in Berkeley High and learned all his Greek and was a classics major 
and was, I don't know, he seemed always a very good student.  Always had all 
A's and everything.  Wonderful grades.  There he is next--John is on the end--
sitting up and then Philip is next to him [indicates photo].  They're just about a 
year apart. 

 And then he was artistic.  In the fourth grade, he wasn't good at writing, and 
the teacher couldn't read his writing, and she told him so.  She told me that if 
they had a remedial writing class she would send him, but they didn't, so 
maybe I could help him.  Well, I had a friend who was interested in 
calligraphy and who was taking her daughter to Marin County, once a week, 
for calligraphy lessons.  So I said, "Well, how about taking Philip?"  Oh, she'd 
love to, yes.  Nothing better.  So she did, and he turned into a calligrapher. 

 By the time he was twelve, he was earning a lot of money and he had a sign 
out in the window saying, "P.H. Bouwsma, Calligraphy."  And people would 
say, "I knew Bill did something odd, but what is calligraphy?"  And I said, 
"It's Philip." He always earned a lot of money, and he always had about one 
friend and not many more.  He was very quiet, and studious, and scholarly, 
and we always thought that he would be our one that was the huge success.  
And  in his calligraphy, he was.  Now he does computer calligraphy. 

 He got married once, and that wasn't it, so he got divorced.  He got married 
the second time, and this time to somebody who's now a lawyer for Yale.  
She's very ambitious, and very smart, and was very hard on him and couldn't 
quite see what calligraphy was, although she has all of his stuff up in her own 
house still.  

Lage: So he was actually making a living from that? 
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Bouwsma: He wasn't--he has never really made a living. 

Lage: But he's been devoted--. 

Bouwsma: He's been extremely devoted and ambitious.  Well, then he divorced that 
woman, which sounds like it was a terrible disaster, except it really wasn't 
because, you know, we just hated to leave him with her.  She was so hard on 
him and, I think, he was beginning to drink too much.  And now he's married 
to Henry May's daughter. They're up in Guerneville, California.  Hildy has a 
job now, but Philip has never had a job. 

Lage: It brings you and the Mays together with a common concern. 

Bouwsma: Well, we've always been extremely good friends, and now it does, yes.  It's a 
somewhat hard topic. 

Lage: Philip never really had a job? 

Bouwsma: Oh, no.  He never wanted one. 

Lage: And he must be about fifty. 

Bouwsma: Fifty-two.  Well, fifty-two in April. 

Lage: So he's a little old to be pushed around. 

Bouwsma: Well, he is, isn't he?  He never has been pushed around, either, I will say.  I 
remember when he started graduate work in Greek history.  He lasted until 
almost Christmas and then he came up the hill and he said, "I'm giving it all 
up." Bill said, "What are you giving up?"  And he said, "Well, my work.  
What I do.  I'm going to be a calligrapher."  Bill said, "Good luck.  No 
funding."  And it's been, kind of, that way; we haven't given him much 
money.  Lately, I do, because he has this wife and stepdaughter.  He also has 
two daughters in the East. 

 And then there's Paul.  He's the one over there on the right next to Bill 
[indicates photo].  Paul was a history major at Berkeley for almost four years, 
and then, when we were at Harvard, he called Bill up to say, you know, 
should he be an honors major? Did Bill think that would be a help to him?  A 
good thing?  Bill said, "Yes, it would.  And you know, I think I'm going to be 
the head of it.  You know, I'm coming back,"  which he hadn't told him, 
because it was supposed to be a secret.  Well, by the time we got back here, he 
had hightailed it up to Davis and turned into a biology major. 
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Lage: That was just too much, having your father coming back to head up your 
program.   I can see it would be. 

Bouwsma: I can too.  So, he was up there at Davis, and so college took him about six 
years.  He was married by this time to a woman he turned out not to be 
married to. But she was a good girl. 

Lage: You mean, they divorced later or it turned--?  

Bouwsma: They divorced later.  They both went to Davis.  And then, he took a master's 
in microbiology but didn't want to go on for a Ph.D., although he was 
recommended and all that.  By this time, he was having trouble with his 
marriage.  I think that was a lot of it.  So he took a job in a hospital.  Oh, he 
then took a medtech [medical technology] course.  He's been working in a 
hospital, and he does the medtech.  There are certain other things he can do 
because of his microbiology work, certain tests he can do, so he makes 
himself useful around the hospital.  But, meanwhile, he's always made wine, 
and that's what he really loves, because he could never get a job.  But now he's 
got a job--. 

Lage: You mean, in the winery. 

Bouwsma: In the winery, yes.  He's got a job in a funny little winery.  He lives in Santa 
Cruz.  He got a job in this winery in Felton.  He said it's not a good winery, 
but they've given him a job being the wine chemist, and he does that one day a 
week.  So, that's his life, and he's a very good father and has a nice family.  
Two kids. 

Lage: And does he have another wife or--? 

Bouwsma: He has another wife, yes, much more concerned with children, and him, and 
so on.  [laughs]  That's about his story.   

 And then there's Sarah, the daughter.  She had this kind of doubtful sixties 
thing where she didn't know if she was a hippie or what she was.  I think she 
thought of herself as a hippie, and she went to this hippie school, and she 
would do terrible things that I hated, like hitchhiking.  I would blow my stack, 
and she would get mad at me, and we had a terrible time.  And then she met 
this boy, here, I think; yes, he was here.  He had dropped out of school, or 
something.  There's her wedding picture, and that's the boy.  I said to Bill, 
"What do you think that she could be seeing in him?"  And Bill said, "What 
do you think you saw in me?  It was the same thing."  I said, "Bill."  [laughter]  
He said, "You know, he's a smart boy."  Well, it turned out to be right.  I 
mean, then he was just doing odd jobs and--. 
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Lage: Had Sarah gone to college? 

Bouwsma: She had gone to the College of Arts and Crafts. 

Lage: Oh, yes. 

Bouwsma: And she had dropped out.  She had said it was all full of rich kids who 
couldn't draw, or paint, or anything, but their parents were willing to spend the 
money to send them there.  Just so they could say they were in college, which 
I think is probably right. 

 Anyway, then they lived together for years.  Meanwhile, he decided to go 
back to school at Wisconsin because that's the only place he could go because 
otherwise he couldn't afford it.  Sarah went with him, with us paying for her.  
They weren't married, but they lived together.  There she got turned on to 
learning, and she really learned a ton.  It was just incredible to me.  She took 
all kinds of hard things, and she was delighted with it, and pleased and--.  
Anyway, she still kept up the art, and that's what she wanted to do, and that's 
what she does do.  And she's gotten very, very good, I think. 

Lage: Does she have shows and sell her art? 

Bouwsma: Yes, she does. 

Lage: So, she's really a professional artist. 

Bouwsma: She really is a professional artist, yes. 

Lage: And how old is she now? 

Bouwsma: She is now forty-six. 

Lage: They married after a time? 

Bouwsma: They married after about ten years, yes.  They seem to like each other very 
much, and those are her children [indicates photo].  Two boys she has, very 
nice boys. 

Lage: And where do they live? 

Bouwsma: Portland, also.  He also is an engineer for Intel.  He got a master's degree in 
electrical engineering.  So he understands--he's a computer specialist--and he 
goes around fixing all mistakes and things.  He's very smart in that way and 
very warm hearted. 
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 He's learned to cook.  He loves to do Indian cooking and when people come, 
he goes to the kitchen, and Sarah handles the company.  He's a good man.  We 
really like him.  [laughter]   

Lage: And how do you do with Sarah now? 

Bouwsma: Oh, beautifully!  We do so well.  She calls me up all the time, and I call her.  
It's been so different.  Somehow, she needed to leave home, and now we talk 
about how we didn't used to get along, and neither one of us can understand it.  
She thinks that if I had worked it would have been better because then she 
could have done some things around the house that would be useful.  She says 
that as it was, I did everything, and she did nothing, and she felt like a silly 
fool.  And so she didn't like me.  But now, it couldn't be better.  I get along 
with all my children, I think. 

Lage: That’s a good note to close on.
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