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PREFACE 

C a l i f o r n i a  government and p o l i t i c s  from 1966 through 1974 aT.e t h e  focus of 
t he  Reagan Gubernatorial  Era S e r i e s  of t h e  s t a t e  Government History Documenta- 
t i o n  P ro jec t ,  conducted by t h e  Regional Oral His tory  Off ice  of The Bancroft 
Library  wi th  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  programs a t  t h e  Davis and 
Los Angeles campuses of t h e  Univers i ty  of Ca l i fo rn ia ,  Claremont Graduate School, 
and Ca l i fo rn ia  S t a t e  Universi ty a t  Fu l l e r ton .  This  s e r i e s  of in te rv iews c a r r i e s  
forward s t u d i e s  of s i g n i f i c a n t  i s s u e s  and processes  i n  publ ic  admin i s t r a t ion  
begun by t h e  Regional Oral His tory  Of f i ce  i n  1969. I n  previous series, i n t e r -  
views wi th  over 220 l e g i s l a t o r s ,  e l ec t ed  and appointed o f f i c i a l s ,  and o t h e r s  
a c t i v e  i n  publ ic  l i f e  during the  governorships of Ea r l  Warren, Goodwin Knight, 
and Edmund Brown, Sr . ,  were completed and a r e  now a v a i l a b l e  t o  scho la r s .  

The f i r s t  u n i t  i n  t h e  Government History Documentation P r o j e c t ,  t h e  E a r l  
Warren Se r i e s ,  produced in terv iews with Warren himself and o t h e r s  centered on 
key developments i n  p o l i t i c s  and government admin i s t r a t ion  a t  t h e  s t a t e  and 
county l e v e l ,  innovat ions i n  c r iminal  j u s t i c e ,  pub l i c  h e a l t h ,  and s o c i a l  we l fa re  
from 1925-1953. Interviews i n  the  Knight-Brown Era con t inued the  e a r l i e r  
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t he  governor's o f f i c e  and i ts r e l a t i o n s  wi th  
execut ive  departments and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and exp lo red the  r ap id  s o c i a l  and 
economic changes i n  t h e  years  1953-1966, a s  w e l l  a s  preserv ing  Brown's own 
account of h i s  ex tens ive  p o l i t i c a l  ca ree r .  Among t h e  i s s u e s  documented were 
the  r i s e  and f a l l  of t h e  Democratic pa r ty ;  establ ishment  of t he  Ca l i fo rn ia  Water 
P lan;  e l e c t i o n  law changes, reapportionment and new p o l i t i c a l  techniques;  
educat ion and var ious  s o c i a l  programs. 

During Ronald Reagan's yea r s  a s  governor,  important changes became evident  
i n  Ca l i fo rn ia  government and p o l i t i c s .  H i s  admin i s t r a t ion  marked an end t o  t h e  
progress ive  per iod  which had provided t h e  determining o u t l i n e s  of government 
organiza t ion  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  s i n c e  1910 and the  beginning of a period of 
l i m i t s  i n  s t a t e  po l i cy  and programs, t h e  ex ten t  of which i s  no t  y e t  c l e a r .  
Interviews i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  d e a l  wi th  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  admin i s t r a t ion  t o  i n c r e a s e  
government e f f i c i e n c y  and economy and wi th  o rgan iza t iona l  innovat ions designed 
t o  expand t h e  management c a p a b i l i t y  of t he  governor's o f f i c e ,  a s  we l l  a s  c r i t i c a l  
a spec t s  of s t a t e  h e a l t h ,  educat ion,  wel fare ,  conserva t ion ,  and c r imina l  j u s t i c e  
programs. L e g i s l a t i v e  and execut ive  department n a r r a t o r s  provide t h e i r  perspec- 
t i v e s  on these  e f f o r t s  and t h e i r  impact on the  continuing process of  l e g i s l a t i v e  
and e l e c t i v e  p o l i t i c s .  

Work began on t h e  Reagan Gubernatorial  Era S e r i e s  i n  1979. Planning and 
research  f o r  t h i s  phase of t he  p r o j e c t  were augmented by p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of o t h e r  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  programs wi th  experience i n  pub l i c  a f f a i r s .  Addit ional  adv i so r s  
were s e l e c t e d  t o  provide r e l e v a n t  background f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  persons t o  be 
interviewed and understanding of i s s u e s  t o  be documented. P ro jec t  r e sea rch  
f i l e s ,  developed by the  Regional Oral  History Off ice  s t a f f  t o  provide a 
sys temat ic  background f o r  ques t ions ,  were updated t o  add personal ,  t o p i c a l ,  and 
chronologica l  d a t a  f o r  t h e  Reagan period t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  base  of information 
f o r  1925 through 1966, and t o  supplement r e sea rch  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  programs a s  
needed. Valuable,  cont inuing a s s i s t a n c e  i n  prepar ing  f o r  in te rv iews was 
provided by the  Hoover I n s t i t u t i o n  a t  Stanford Univers i ty ,  which houses t h e  
Ronald Reagan Papers,  and by t h e  S t a t e  Archives i n  Sacramento. 



An e f f o r t  was made t o  s e l e c t  a  range of in te rv iewees  t h a t  would r e f l e c t  
t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  government r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and t h a t  would r e p r e s e n t  d i v e r s e  
p o i n t s  of view. I n  gene ra l ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  programs were con t r ac t ed  t o  conduct 
i n t e rv i ews  on t o p i c s  wi th  which they have p a r t i c u l a r  e x p e r t i s e ,  wi th  persons 
p r e s e n t l y  l oca t ed  nearby. Each i n t e r v i e w  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a t i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  Most in te rv iewees  have been quer ied  on a  l i m i t e d  number of t o p i c s  
wi th  which they were pe r sona l ly  connected; a  few n a r r a t o r s  wi th  unusual b read th  
of  exper ience  have been asked t o  d i s c u s s  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  of sub jec ts .  When 
p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  i n t e rv i ews  have t r aced  t h e  course  of  s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s  l e a d i n g  up 
t o  and r e s u l t i n g  from e v e n t s  du r ing  t h e  Reagan admin i s t r a t i on  i n  o r d e r  t o  
develop a  sense  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  and i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  a r e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a s p e c t  o f  t h e  government process .  

Throughout Reagan's y e a r s  a s  governor ,  t h e r e  was cons ide rab l e  i n t e r e s t  and 
s p e c u l a t i o n  concerning h i s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  pres idency;  by t h e  t i m e  in te rv iew-  
i n g  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  began i n  l a t e  1980, he  was indeed p r e s i d e n t .  P r o j e c t  
i n t e rv i ewer s  have a t tempted ,  where a p p r o p r i a t e ,  t o  r e t r i e v e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of 
t h a t  contemporary concern a s  i t  opera ted  i n  t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e .  The i n t e n t  
of  t h e  p re sen t  i n t e rv i ews ,  however, is t o  document t h e  course  of C a l i f o r n i a  
government from 1967 t o  1974, and Reagan's impact on i t .  While many in te rv iew-  
ees frame t h e i r  n a r r a t i v e s  of t h e  Sacramento y e a r s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  goa l s  and 
performance of Reagan's n a t i o n a l  adminis t ra t , ion ,  t h e i r  comments o f t e n  c l a r i f y  
a s p e c t s  of  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  per iod  t h a t  were no t  c l e a r  a t  t he  t i m e .  Like 
o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  documentation, t h e s e  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  do no t  i n  themselves 
provide  t h e  complete record  of t h e  p a s t .  It i s  hoped t h a t  they o f f e r  f i r s t h a n d  
exper ience  of pass ions  and p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t h a t  have in f luenced  s i g n i f i c a n t  events  
p a s t  and p r e s e n t .  

The Reagan Guberna tor ia l  Era S e r i e s  was begun w i t h  funding from t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  v i a  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Sec re t a ry  of S t a t e  and 
continued through t h e  gene ros i t y  of  va r ious  i n d i v i d u a l  donors.  Seve ra l  
memoirs have been funded i n  p a r t  by t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Women i n  P o l i t i c s  P r o j e c t  
under a  g ran t  from t h e  Nat iona l  Endowment f o r  t h e  Humanities,  i nc lud ing  a 
matching g ran t  from t h e  Rockefe l le r  Foundation; by t h e  S i e r r a  Club P r o j e c t  
a l s o  under a NEH g r a n t ;  and by t h e  p r i v a t e l y  funded Bay Area S t a t e  and 
Regional Planning P r o j e c t .  This  j o i n t  funding has  enabled s t a f f  working w i t h  
n a r r a t o r s  and t o p i c s  r e l a t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  p r o j e c t s  t o  expand t h e  scope and 
thoroughness of each i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e rv i ew  involved by c a r e f u l  coord ina t ion  of  
t h e i r  work. 

The Regional Ora l  H i s to ry  O f f i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  t a p e  record  autobio-  
g raph ica l  i n t e rv i ews  wi th  persons s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of C a l i f o r n i a  
and t h e  West. The Of f i ce  is  under t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  of James D.  
Ha r t ,  D i r ec to r  of t h e  Bancroft  L ib ra ry ,  and Wil la  Baum, head of  t h e  Of f i ce .  
Copies of  a l l  i n t e rv i ews  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e sea rch  use i n  
The Bancroft  L ib ra ry ,  UCLA Department of Spec i a l  Co l l ec t i ons ,  and t h e  S t a t e  
Archives  i n  Sacramento. Se lec ted  i n t e rv i ews  a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  a t  o t h e r  
manuscr ipt  d e p o s i t o r i e s .  

Ju ly  1982 
Regional Ora l  H i s to ry  O f f i c e  
486 The Bancroft  L ib ra ry  
Un ive r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a  a t  Berkeley 

G a b r i e l l e  Morris 
P r o j e c t  D i r ec to r  
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INTERVIEW HISTORY - William French Smith 

Like many o t h e r  young Americans, William French Smith came t o  C a l i f o r n i a  
i n  t h e  1940s because i t  was the  e x c i t i n g  p lace  t o  be. H e  prospered a s  a n  
a t to rney ,  took a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  Republican par ty  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and i n  1964 
became acquain ted  w i t h  Ronald Reagan du r ing  t h a t  year 's  p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign. 
From a mutual i n t e r e s t  i n  Barry Goldw a t e r ' s  candidacy, t h e  acquaintance 
developed i n t o  a  longs tanding  personal ,  business ,  and p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d s h i p  
which took Smith t o  Washington from 1981-1985 a s  P re s iden t  Reagan's f i r s t  
a t t o r n e y  gene ra l .  

I n  t h i s  b r i e f  in te rv iew f o r  t h e  Reagan Guberna tor ia l  Era  Proj ec t ,  Smith 
ske t ches  some high p o i n t s  of t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Reagan. 
Smith's comments touch on t h e  c a r e f u l l y  planned 1966 campaign, s e l e c t i o n  of 
key governor's appointees ,  exp lo ra to ry  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l  
campaign, a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  v i ews  on j u d i c i a l  temperament and h i s  s e r v i c e  a s  a  
r e g e n t  of t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Ca l i fo rn i a .  

The n a r r a t i v e  provides  a  v a l u a b l e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  
k i t chen  cab ine t ,  of which Smith i s  a n  o r i g i n a l  member. H e  r e c a l l s  t h a t  t h e  
s m a l l  nucleus of t h e  group committed themselves  i n  1965 " to  provide a  
p o l i t i c a l  o rgan iza t ion  and t h e  necessary funding." Although membership h a s  
f l u c t u a t e d ,  i t s  c o r e  has  remained t h e  same throughout Reagan's p o l i t i c a l  
ca reer ,  probably t h e  l o n g e s t  span of a l l e g i a n c e  s i n c e  t h e  term was f i r s t  
used i n  1829, i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Andrew Jackson's admin i s t r a t i on .  What 
appealed t o  the  k i t c h e n  c a b i n e t  about  Reagan was "his b a s i c  philosophy t h a t  
werybody agreed wi th ,  which h e  a r t i c u l a t e d  s o  w e l l .  . . You don't s i t  down 
and ha t ch  i t  up. I t  j u s t  develops. There wasn't  much d i scus s ion  of t h a t ,  
because werybody knew what i t  was." 

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  a t  a  f u t u r e  date ,  Mr .  Smith w i l l  have an opportuni ty  
t o  d i s c u s s  t he se  and o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of C a l i f o r n i a  government and p o l i t i c s  i n  
more d e t a i l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  exper iences  a s  United S t a t e s  a t t o rney  general.  

A f t e r  a n  i n i t i a l  r e q u e s t  f o r  a n  i n t e rv i ew  e a r l y  i n  t h e  Reagan 
Guberna tor ia l  Era P r o j e c t  was set a s i d e  i n  t h e  p r e s s  of h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
a s  a t t o r n e y  general ,  M r .  Smith contac ted  t h e  Regional Ora l  History Of f i ce  
when h e  was a g a i n  based i n  Los Angeles, and a n  i n t e rv i ew  s e s s i o n  was 
arranged f o r  March 16, 1988. A follow-up s e s s i o n  was recorded on May 5, 
1988, a l s o  i n  Smith 's  o f f  i c e  a t  t h e  law f i rm of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher.  

T r a n s c r i p t s  of t h e  t a p e s  were  l i g h t l y  e d i t e d  by t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  and 
s e n t  t o  Smith f o r  review. H e  r e tu rned  t h e  manuscript  promptly w i t h  minor 
c o r r e c t i o n s  of name s p e l l i n g s  and s y n t a x  He a l s o  provided w r i t t e n  
responses  t o  two a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  s e n t  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t ,  pp. 35-36 i n  
the  p re sen t  t e x t .  

Gabr ie l  l e  Morris 
I n t e r v i e w e r E d i t o r  

November 1988 
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I FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE TO LOS AIGELES 

Via  Harvard Law School 

[ ~ n t e r v i e w  1 :  March 16,  19881 I/# 

Morris: So when you were working w i t h  Governor [ ~ o n a l d l  Reagan i n  
Sacramento some i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  were  happening. We l i k e  t o  
s t a r t  a n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  in te rv iew,  a s  you probably n o t i c e d  from my 
notes ,  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  b i t  about how you got  t o  be i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  
Who's Who says  you were born i n  New Hampshire. -- 

Smith: Yes. 

Morris:  How d id  you g e t  from New Hampshire t o  Ca l i fo rn i a?  

Smith: Well, a c t u a l l y ,  my fami ly  has  been i n  New England s i n c e  t h e  
proverb ia l  1620s. I was t h e  f i r s t  of my c l a n  t o  have t h e  t e m e r i t y  
t o  wander wes t  of t h e  Hudson River, and became a n  i n s t a n t  b lack  
sheep i n  t h e  process. But t h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  of reasons f o r  it. 
Actual ly ,  when I graduated from law school  a t  Harvard [1942], 
Boston was r e a l l y  s o r t  of dead on i t s  rear .  There wasn't any 
apparen t  f u t u r e  t o  t h a t  c i t y  a t  t h a t  time. A l l  of t h e  o ld  
i ndus t r i e s - - t ex t i l e s ,  shoes, and s o  on--were mwing  out,  sou th  and 
west.  Plus  t h e  mob i l i t y  t h a t  was c r ea t ed  by World War 11-- 
everybody was m w i n g  everywhere. P lus  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I wasn't going 
t o  be d i c t a t e d  t o  by my ances to r s ,  a  you th fu l  r e a c t i o n  And again,  
t h e  f a c t  I had been out  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  e a r l i e r .  

Morris: You d i d  your undergraduate  work-- 

ilil Thi s  symbol i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a  t ape  o r  segment of a  t a p e  has  begun 
o r  ended. For a  guide t o  t h e  t apes ,  s ee  page 57. 
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--at t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a  [ a t  Berkeley, 19391. And I had a  
mother who thought t h a t  t r a v e l  was more e d c c a t i o n a l l y  va luab le ,  th1.n 
formal  e d u c a t i o n  We h e a r t i l y  encouraged h e r  i n  t h a t  thinking. 

Your b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  a l s o ?  

Two s i s t e r s .  We had come out a f t e r  my f a t h e r  d i ed  t o  spend t h e  
w i n t e r s  h e r e  f o r  two o r  t h r e e  years .  So a l l  those  t h i n g s  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  made me decide a t  t h a t  t ime  t h a t  i t  would be an e x c i t i n g  
and i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  t o  go somewhere else. And there ' s  no doubt 
t h a t  t h e  e x c i t i n g  p l ace  i n  those  days was C a l i f o r n i a  I t  s t i l l  is, 
bu t  i t  was then. 

I n  those  days d i d  t h e  maj o r  law f i r m s  come t o  t h e  l a w  schools  t o  
r e c r u i t  promising young folks--? 

I t  was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  those  days. That was perhaps done a  
l i t t l e  b i t  on a n  in formal  bas i s ,  bu t  no th ing  l i k e  i t  i s  now. I t  
was more a  m a t t e r  of your j u s t  v i s i t i n g  whatever  f i r m s  you were 
i n t e r e s t e d  in ,  i n  whatever  a r e a s  you were i n t e r e s t e d  in. And I was 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  San Franc isco  and Los  Angeles. I had o f f e r s  from t h e  
two l a r g e  f i r m s  up t h e r e  and two l a r g e  f i r m s  down here. Large 
f  inns i n  those  days were  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from what they a r e  now, 
because when I jo ined  Gibson Dunn [and Crutcher] ,  which was one of 
t h e  two h e r e  i n  Los Angeles, I was lawyer  number 33. Thi r ty- three  
l awyer s  was a  g i a n t  law f i r m  a t  t h a t  t ime, a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  west. 

I understand, yes. Were you p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
bus iness  a s p e c t s  of l aw? 

Well, i n  t e rms  of l oca t ing ,  I was i n t e r e s t e d  more i n  t h e  l oca l e ,  
r e a l l y ,  and where the  dynamism was. I t  was very  c l e a r  then, indeed 
a s  i t  i s  now, t h a t  sou thern  C a l i f o r n i a  was t h a t  place. The most 
d i f f i c u l t  dec i s ion  I had t o  make was San Franc isco  v e r s u s  Los 
Angeles. Because a t  t h a t  t ime, i n  e a s t e r n  eyes, t h e  only c i t y  wes t  
of t he  M i s s i s s i p p i  t h a t  had any c l a s s  was San Francisco. I had a  
Back Bay Bostonian aunt,  r i g h t  out  of t h e  L a t e  George Apley, who 
when she got  over t he  shock of l e a r n i n g  I was coming t o  Ca l i fo rn i a ,  
when I t o l d  h e r  I was coming t o  southern Cal i forn ia ,  s a i d  i n  words 
I'll n w e r  f o r g e t ,  "If you have t o  go t o  Ca l i fo rn i a ,  you might a t  
l e a s t  have t h e  decency t o  go t o  San Francisco." [ l augh te r ]  So i n  
any  c a s e ,  t h a t ' s  how I ended  up h e r e .  

Were you i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  and government a t  t h a t  po in t ?  

Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Yes, I t h i n k  you always-par t icular ly  a  lawyer ,  
a lways has  r a t h e r  broad-ranging i n t e r e s t s  i n  what  goes on about 
you. So I had had a n  a c t i v e  c i t i z e n ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  what went on i n  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  arena, but I never  r e a l l y  thought much about g e t t i n g  
involved i n  i t  myself a t  t h a t  point .  



Republican Speakers Bureau, 1952. 1956 

Morris:  Right. That was the  d i s t i n c t i o n  I was t h ink ing  about. A t  what 
po in t  d id  you decide t o  become a c t i v e ?  Was i t  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  
campaign? 

Smith: No, it was probably a s  much acc iden t  a s  anyth ing  else. I had a  
good f r i end .  a  l awyer  who was i n  t h e  same b u i l d i n g  but  n o t  i n  t h i s  
f i r m ,  who j u s t  one day was going t o  go t o  what  was t h e n  c a l l e d  t h e  
k i t chen  cab ine t  of t he  speakers  bureau of t h e  Los Angeles County 
Republican Cent ra l  Committee, and asked me t o  go w i t h  him. So no t  
having had any exposure r e a l l y  t o  anyth ing  p o l i t i c a l ,  I decided t o  
go. This  was dur ing  e a r l y  1952. when t h e  Eisenhower campaign was 
g e t t i n g  underway. A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  i t  was dur ing  t h e  primary 
when t h e  b i g  b a t t l e  on t h e  Republican s i d e  was between T a f t  and 
Eisenhower. I go t  involved i n  t h e  middle of t h a t  one. 

Morris : Which s i d e  were  you on? 

Smith : Well, i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  a t  t h e  beginning I d idn ' t  r e a l l y  t ake  s ides .  
I was j u s t  s o r t  of i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  contest .  I'd always thought  a  
Republican was a  Republican, bu t  I t h i n k  I r a n  i n t o  more b a t t l e s  
between t h e  Ta f t  people and t h e  Eisenhower people than  I had run  
i n t o  between Republicans and Democrats. [chuckles]  

Morris:  Was t h i s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  Republican county committee? 

Smith: Oh yes, r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e  county. 

Morris:  When you say the  k i t chen  cab ine t  of t h e  speakers  bureau--? 

Smith: Well, t h i s  was j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I had eve r  heard t h a t  term. 
This  was j u s t  a  ve ry  s m a l l  group imrolved i n  t h e  speakers  bureau. 
And t h a t ' s  what  I became a c t i v e  in. During t h a t  per iod  I became 
heavi ly  involved i n  speaking  and debating. 

Morris:  For t h e  candida te?  

Smith: For t h e  t i c k e t ,  what turned out  t o  be t h e  Eisenhower-Nixon t i c k e t .  
We appeared everywhere--1 i v e  audiences,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  rad io ,  
everywhere. And one of my perennia l  deba t ing  opponents was a  
neighbor of mine i n  Pasadena. Jimmy Rooswel  t, son of FDR [Frankl in  
Delano Roosevel t ] .  And i n  t hose  days j u s t  h i s  name and accen t  was 
enough t o  be v e r y  persuas ive  t o  a  l o t  of people. 

[message from secretary-- takes  phone c a l l ]  

Morris:  You were t e l l i n g  me about deba t ing  Jimmy Rooswel t .  That was a f t e r  
he'd run  f o r  governor 7 
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He r a n  f o r  governor i n  1950 and h e  was a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y  a f t e r  
tha t .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e  f i r s t  deba te  I had was w i t h  him 
a lone  a t  t h e  Beverly H i l l s  Hotel. And t h i s  all came o u t  of t h a t  
chance meet ing t h a t  I went to. Then from t h e r e  on i n  w e  d id  a l o t  
of t h a t .  

Did t h e  audiences gene ra l l y  come down on your s i d e  o r  M r .  
Roosevelt 's  s ide ,  would you say? 

Well, i t  depends on t h e  audience. The f i r s t  deba te  was i n  Beverly 
H i l l s  b e fo re  a ve ry  l i b e r a l  group. I don't t h i n k  t h e r e  were 
probably more than  one o r  two Republicans i n  t h e  audience. The 
Roosevelt  name and t h e  Roosevelt  accent-that was a p r e t t y  tough 
a rena  f o r  a Republ ican  But from t h e r e  on i n  i t  depended on t h e  
audience. So many of them were r a d i o  or  t e l ev i s ion .  We used t o  
debate--another opponent was Paul Z i f f r en ,  whom I g o t  t o  know and 
respec t .  He was f u n  t o  deba te  w i t h  because he was all substance. 

One of my deba t ing  p a r t n e r s  from t ime t o  t ime, i n t e r e s t i n g l y  
enough, was Howard J a r v i s ,  l a t e r  of P ropos i t i on  13  fame.* 

Rea l ly?  That f a r  back h e  was p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e ?  

O h  y e s ,  v e r y  much so. 

Was he  advocat ing t a x  reform a t  t h a t  t ime?  

No, t a x  reform was n o t  much of a n  i s s u e  a t  t h a t  point. I t  was j u s t  
s o r t  of Republicans v e r s u s  Democrats. 

Was he  t h e n  speaking  a s  a spokesman f o r  t h e  Republican pa r ty?  

Yes, we l l ,  under t h e  ausp i ce s  of. The arrangements  were p r e t t y  
informal .  I n  o t h e r  words, i f  t h e r e  were a t e l e v i s i o n  program o r  
t e l w i s i o n  panel, they would i m r i t e  people  who would r e p r e s e n t  
v a r i o u s  viewpoints .  You could be a f f  i l i a t e d  o r  no t  a f f i l i a t e d  I t  
was more in formal  than  formal.  

So i t  wasn't the  pa r ty  organiz ing  t h e s e  meetings,  i t  was r a d i o  and 
t e l e v i s i o n  people in-- 

Oh, every which way. Sometimes t h e  par ty  would do it, sometimes 
o t h e r  o rgan iza t ions  would do it. You d i d  i t  f o r  t h e  f u n  of i t ,  and 
you would respond i n  k i n d  

A f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d i d  you s t a y  a c t i v e  w i t h  t h e  Republican 'par ty? 

- 
*Successful 197 8 i n i t i a t i v e  measure t h a t  d r a s t i c a l l y  reduced county 
property t axes  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  



Smith: I cont inued t o  do a  c e r t a i n  amount of speaking and deba t ing  around. 
Then I was chairman of the  speakers  bureau f o r  M i l l i e  E ~ i l d r e d l  
Younger's campaign f o r  t h e  s t a t e  senate,  That was 1956. Then I 
s o r t  of d r i f t e d  away from the  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  I r e a l l y  was n o t  
v e r y  ac t i ve ,  except  pe r iphe ra l l y ,  f o r  I guess e i g h t  o r  t e n  years.  

Morris : Because of personal  c i rcumstances?  

Smith: Oh, you g e t  involved i n  o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  tend t o  supersede. And 
besides ,  you know, you go through c e r t a i n  cycles.  You've done t h a t  
and i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g ,  it was e x c i t i n g .  Then you  j u s t  do o t h e r  
th ings .  



I1 GETTIS TO KNW RONALD REAGAN 

Ear ly  Acquaintance, 1 964-1 965 

Morris : Then a t  what po in t  did you become acquainted w i t h  M r .  and Mrs. 
Reagan? 

Smith: Well, t h a t  s t a r t e d  i n  about 1964-65. 

Morris : A s  h i s  a t t o r n e y ?  

Smith: No, we j u s t  s o r t  of had a  shoulder-rubbing acquaintance which was 
p o l i t i c a l  and soc i a l .  I n  o t h e r  words, we had seve ra l  mutual s o c i a l  
f r iends .  Also then  more and more I became, w e l l ,  s hou lde r rubb ing .  
I guess, i n  th ings  p o l i t i c a l .  

Morris:  Would t h i s  be i n  t h e  Barry Goldwater campaign, o r  was t h i s  more 
genera l?  

Smith: Well, no, I was not  a c t i v e  i n  t h a t  campaign a t  a l l .  But Reagan was 
a  s t a t e  co-chairman. I remember, I t h i n k  I j u s t  happened t o  be i n  
t h e  Ambassador Hotel on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  e l e c t i ~ n .  He w a s  speaking 
t o  a  r a t h e r  de jec ted  group of people. And i n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough, 
t h e  Democrats were c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e i r  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  same hotel .  So 
i t  was a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  jux tapos i t ion .  I th ink  tha t ' s  probably t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  I w e r  saw him i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  context. That was i n  
November ~f  '64. Then a s  t ime went on these  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  j u s t  
gelled. Then when th ings  began t o  crank up f o r  t h e  governor's r ace  
i n  1966, t h a t  i s  when I s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  involved i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  
s c e n e  a g a i n  

Morris: Because M r .  Reagan asked you t o ?  

Smith: No, i t  was because--again t h e  cyc le  was j ust--I had been out  of i t  
and I was developing ano the r  i n t e r e s t  i n  d ~ i n g  something. 

Morris:  Does t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  your own p ro fe s s iona l  t ime commitments? 
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No. It's a n  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y .  

The f i r m  doesn' t have a  pol i cy?  Some law f i r m s  encourage people  t o  
t ake  p a r t  i n  c i v i c  a c t i v i t y .  

We do that .  But i t ' s  e s s e n t i a l l y  an  i n d i v i d u a l  choice. In  o t h e r  
words, what you want t o  do on, i n  e f f e c t ,  your own time, you do. 
And t h e  f i r m  c e r t a i n l y  encourages a l l  k inds  of e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  of which p o l i t i c a l  i s  one. 

Was i t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  you t o  become more 
a c t i v e ?  

Oh, a  l i t t l e  of everything. The p o l i t i c a l  issues-- the Free  Speech 
Movement was g e t t i n g  underway. 

Had you s t a y e d  a c t i v e  i n  U C  a s  a n  alumnus? 

Not r e a l l y .  I had become a l i f e  member of t h e  alumni assoc ia t ion .  

T h a t ' s  a  good t h i n g  t o  do. 

That 's  about t h e  s i z e  of it. A t  t h a t  po in t  I r e a l l y  hadn't done 
very  much there.  

But you pe r sona l ly  were concerned about  t h e  s tuden t  ac t i v i sm?  

Yes. I didn ' t  a g r e e  w i t h  what was going on on the  campuses. Of 
course,  t h a t  became a  p r i n c i p a l  i s s u e  i n  t h e  1966 campaign. 
Actual ly ,  t h e  Univers i ty  of Cal i f  ornia-I guess i f  you had t o  
s i n g l e  out  one i s s u e  i n  t h e  campaign t h a t  year ,  i t  would be t h e  
Univers i ty  of Ca l i fo rn i a  and what  was going on on the  campuses. 

Or ig in  of t h e  Kitchen Cabinet 

Morris:  S w e r a l  of t h e  c u r r e n t  books on M r .  Reagan r e f e r  t o  you a s  having 
been h i s  personal  a t t o r n e y  i n  t he  s i x t i e s .  

Smith: Well, I became h i s  personal  a t to rney .  Well again, t h a t  was s o r t  of 
a  metamorphosis. That happened i n  1966. And again,  a s  I say, w e  
had s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  and p o l i t i c a l  contac ts ,  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  j u s t  
grew . 

I t h i n k  what  i s  now r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  k i t c h e n  cab ine t  was n o t  
then known by any t i t le .  I t  was j u s t  a  group of f r i e n d s  t h a t  
became an execu t ive  committee. And I th ink  t h a t  group of f r i e n d s  
probably may be unique i n  t h e  a n n a l s  of American p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y ,  
because i t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  him, and a t  l e a s t  t h e  nucleus has  been w i t h  
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him ever since. I don't know of any o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  where i t  h a s  
bee I q u i t e  l i k e  tha t ,  people a r e  both s o c i a l  f r i e n d s  and t h e n  
became a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  h i s  candidacy. 

Were you a l ready  acquainted w i t h  Holmes T u t t l e  and Henry S a l v a t o r i  
and some of t h e  members of t h a t  group? 

Yes, we'd known them--well ac tua l ly ,  my wi fe  [Jean] had known 
Holmes T u t t l e  f o r  a  long, l o n g  time, a  l o t  longer  than I did. And 
Henry Sa lva tor i ,  of course, was a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h i s  c i t y  f o r  
l o n g  before then, and so  on. 

Inc iden ta l ly ,  those books you were  ref  e r r i n g  to ,  I haven't 
read  one y e t  t h a t  was a  sympathet ic  book. Every one of them t h a t  
I've r ead  has  been h o s t i l e ,  c r i t i c a l .  

They tend  t o  be j o u r n a l i s t i c .  

Same thing. I f  you f i n d  one t h a t ' s  sympathetic,  I'd l i k e  t o  know 
what it is. That's n e i t h e r  here  nor  there ;  tha t ' s  t he  na ture  of 
t h e  beast. But t h e  ones I've read a r e  so f a r  off  base--not only 
from the  s tandpoin t  of conclusions and opinions--of course, t h a t  
you w ould expect--but from t h e  s tandpoin t  of fac ts .  I f i n d  i t  
ex t r ao rd ina ry  how f a r  off base they are. Even people l i k e  Lou 
Cannon, who has  fo l lowed him f o r  years ,  have been so f a r  of f  base 
on s o  many of t h e  j u s t  p l a i n  ha rd  f a c t s .  I th ink  tha t ' s  t h e  way 
h i s t o r y  i s  made, and I don't t h ink  t h e r e  i s  anyth ing  you can do 
a b o u t  it. B u t  i t ' s  a  f a c t  of l i f e .  

That's one reason t h a t  we l i k e  t o  come a long  and t a l k  t o  people and 
g e t  t h e i r  d i r e c t  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of what i t  was, s o  t h a t  there ' s  more 
in fo rma t ion  f o r  f u t u r e  h i s t o r i a n s  t o  make t h e i r  j  udgments o n  

Yes, we l l ,  tha t ' s  p a r t  of t he  game, I guess. 

By t h e  t ime  t h a t  you became h i s  a t t o r n e y  had h e  already decided t o  
r u n  f o r  governor? 

Oh, yes .  

Did h e  t a l k  t o  you about t h a t  a t  any point ,  whether o r  not  he  would 
have a  go a t  the  governorship? 

W e l l ,  a c tua l ly ,  t h e  people who r e a l l y  persuaded him t o  run f o r  
governor were r e a l l y  t h ree  people, and they d i d  i t  back i n  1965. 
I t  was Holmes Tu t t l e ,  Henry Sa lva tor i ,  and Cy LAC] Rubel, who was 
then  t h e  head of Union O i l  Company, who unfor tuna te ly  d ied  w i t h i n  
t h e  year. But they were r e a l l y  t h e  nucleus t h a t  i n  t h e  very  e a r l y  
s t a g e s  pu t  i t  together .  I would say t h a t  i f  anybody could t a k e  
c r e d i t  f o r  him u l t i m a t e l y  becoming t h e  Pres ident  of t h e  United 
S ta t e s ,  i t  would be those  t h r e e  Because they promised t o  do f o r  



Smith: Reagan the  one t h i n g  t h a t  he could not  do without ,  namely t o  
provide a  p o l i r i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  They committed t o  p r w i d e  a  
p o l i t i c a l  o rgan iza t ion  and the necessary funding. 

Morris: They were a l l  p r e t t y  experienced a t  t h a t  po in t  i n  how you run  a  
p o l i t i c a l  campaign 

Smith: W e l l ,  they were a l l  volunteers .  None of them had h e l d  any o f f i c i a l  
par ty  p o s i t i o n  o r  anyth ing  l i k e  that .  

[Telephone i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

Morris:  You were  t a l k i n g  about t h e  o r i g i n a l  group t h a t  w a s  promising, 
committ ing t o  provide suppor t  f o r  M r .  Reagan. 

Smith: That  group was ca l led ,  a s  I mentioned, t h e  execut ive  committee. 
Nobody had w e r  heard of t h e  t e r m  "itchen cabinet"  a s  app l i ed  t o  
t h i s  group. That came much, much l a t e r .  And i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  i t  
a p p l i e s  t o  a  l o t  of people who n w e r  were p a r t  of t h a t  group i n  t h e  
f i r s t  place a t  a l l .  Actually,  t h e r e  a r e  only three--well, 
s u r v i v o r s  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  t h e  r i g h t  word, b u t  t h r e e  members of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  group who had been w i t h  him a l l  t h e  way--1ef t. One i s  
Holmes Tu t t l e ,  one i s  Jack  [Jaquel inl  Hume, and one i s  myself. 
There were o t h e r s  who l a t e r  on s o r t  of nur tured  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  they 
were c h a r t e r  members of t h i s  group, when i n  f a c t  they r e a l l y  d idn ' t  
j o i n  t h e  group u n t i l  y e a r s  l a t e r .  

Morris: And a r e  t h e r e  some who have k ind  of f a l l e n  away t h a t  a r e  no l o n g e r  
a s  c lo se  t o  M r .  Reagan o r  a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s ?  

Smith: Yes, t h e r e  a r e  some who were involved dur ing  t h a t  per iod who j u s t  
s o r t  of d r i f t e d  away from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  scene, e i t h e r  f o r  hea l th  
reasons  o r  f o r  l a c k  of i n t e r e s t  o r  what have you, and so  o n  But  
by and l a r g e  t h e  group has  continued on and has  been augmented w i t h  
o t h e r s  a s  t ime has gone o n  



I11 THE 1966 GUBERNATORIAL CAMPAIGN 

Challenge of t h e  Primary 

Morris:  When you were  f i r s t  t a l k i n g  w i t h  M r .  Reagan about running f o r  
governor i n  t h a t  '65 period, were some of the  d i s cus s ions  a l ready  
i n  t e rms  of a  p o s s i b l e  eventua l  run f o r  t h e  presidency? 

Smith: Oh, no. Good heavens ,  no, you  don ' t  l o o k  t h a t  f a r  ahead. 

Morris: Well, s o  many people  had worked w i t h  M r .  Goldwater t h a t  I wondered 
i f  then  i t  was s o r t  of au toma t i c  f o r  them t o  t h ink  of M r .  Reagan a s  
a  p o t e n t i a l  p r e s i d e n t i a l  candidate.  

Smith: No, du r ing  t h a t  per iod you were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  winning  the  primary. 
You weren ' t  t h ink ing  about  anyth ing  e l s e .  And winning t h e  primary 
was a  p r e t t y  s i z a b l e  t r i c k ,  because t h e r e  were o t h e r  candida tes  i n  
t h e  r a c e .  

Morris:  Did you s e e  M r .  [George] Chr i s topher  a s  a  s e r i o u s  cha l lenge?  

Smith: Oh, indeed. I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  by and l a r g e  h e  was looked upon a s  a  
hands-down winner  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s tages .  

Morris:  Even i n  Los Angeles? 

Smith: Yes, indeed. I t h i n k  t h a t  probably Reagan a t  t h a t  t i m e  was looked 
upon a s  be ing  a  c u r i o s i t y ,  a  glamorous c u r i o s i t y ,  having come o u t  
of h i s  background i n  Hollywood and a l l .  I can remember t h a t  du r ing  
t h a t  per iod  L i f e  Magazine, a s  i t  used t o  be r a n  a n  a r t i c l e  on him. 
It wasn ' t  a  cover  o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t ha t ,  i t  was j u s t  a  couple of 
pages. The o t h e r  candidates-one i s  a  f r i e n d  of mine, Lock 
[Laughlinl Waters, and Chris topher ,  tow-were  h igh ly  i r r i t a t e d  w i t h  

L i f e  Magazine t h a t  they would g ive  t h i s  k ind  of p u b l i c i t y  t o  a 
candidate ,  which was f r e e  pub1 i c i t y .  

Morris:  Right. And who they saw a s  n o t  r e a l l y  a  candidate.  



Smith: Well, they had t o  pay a t t e n t i o n  H e  was a candida te  and h e  was 
known, bu t  h e  was a cu r io s i t y .  Nobody r e a l l y  had come out  of t h a t  
m i l i e u  be fo re  and w i t h  no p r w i o u s  background r u n  f o r  t h e  h i g h e s t  
o f f i c e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

Morris: We d id  have George Murphy as United S t a t e s  Sena tor  by t h e h  

Smith: Well, let 's  see. Murphy was e l e c t e d  i n  19-- 

Morris:  H e  was e l e c t e d  i n  1964. 

Smith: Yes, I g u e s s  h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  i n  '64. 

Morris: But i t  sounds l i k e  you don't r e c a l l  him a s  being-- 

Smith: Now, w a i t  a minute. Was t h a t  '641 Yes, i t  had t o  be, because h e  
r a n  out i n  1970. But t h a t ' s  true, he  d i d  come out of t h a t  mil ieu.  
Well, he s o r t  of--the Democrats probably l e s t  t h a t  r a c e  r a t h e r  than  
h i s  winning  it, because you  know, P i e r r e  S a l i n g e r  came out h e r e  
smoking c i g a r s  a s  a carpetbagger  and j u s t  d id  no t  sell. So George 
Murphy was a very  a t t r a c t i v e  person. It's i n t e r e s t i n g  you  r a i s e  
tha t .  I had never r e a l l y  t ied--I  hadn't thought about  t h a t  period, 
a s  t o  how George Murphy could have g o t t e n  e l e c t e d  a t  a t i m e  when 
t h e  Republicans took one of t h e  wor s t  bea t ings  they had wer taken  
i n  a n a t i o n a l  e l ec t i on .  That wasn't s o  much anti-Republican a s  i t  
was Kennedy's death and-- 

General Campaign Execut ive Committee # #  

Morris: --I66 campaign. Did you  work on t h e  primary campaign? 

Smith: I t  was j u s t  a group of people t h a t  a g a i n  were h a l f  s o c i a l  and h a l f  
p o l i t i c a l .  It was hard  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  two dur ing  t h a t  period. 
The f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  capac i ty  t h a t  I had, i f  you can c a l l  i t  t h a t ,  
was a s  a member of what  was c a l l e d  t h e  execut ive  committee of t h e  
campaign That was made up e s s e n t i a l l y  of the  same group t h a t  
l a t e r  became known a s  t h e  k i t c h e n  cabinet.  

Morris:  Right. And was t h i s  dur ing  the  primary? 

Smith: No, n o t  dur ing  t h e  primary, t h i s  was a f t e r  t h e  primary. I t  was no t  
formal ized  be fo re  the primary. 

Morris: Okay, t h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t  was fo rma l i zed  dur ing  t h e  genera l  
e l e c t i o n  campaign, when M r .  Reagan was t h e  Republican candidate.  
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well, l e t  m e  add th i s .  One of t h e  reasons  it became fo rma l i zed  was 
t h i s :  p r i m a r i l j  because of Holmes Tu t t l e ,  t h e  Reagan people d i d  
t he  one t h i n g  t h a t  was r e a l l y  p o l i t i c a l l y  smar t  and  which s o  o f t e n  
i s  n o t  done, and t h a t  i s  t h e  minute  t h a t  i t  became obvious t h a t  
Reagan was going t o  w in  i n  the  primary, they went t o  t h e  
Chris topher  people, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  opposi t ion,  and threw t h e i r  arms 
around them and asked them t o  j o i n  i n  the  campaign And they all 
agreed  t o  do t h a t  And t h a t  was a ve ry  wise t h i n g  t o  do. I t h i n k  
they d i d  it almost  on e l e c t i o n  night. I n  o t h e r  words, they made a 
p o s i t i v e  s t e p  towards developing unity. And t h a t  worked; i t  was 
ve ry  success f  ul. So t h e  Reagan group merged w i t h  t h e  Chr i s topher  
group, and t h a t  group was named t h e  execut ive  committee of t h e  
campaign I t  inc luded  such people a s  Leonard F i res tone ,  T a f t  
Sch re ibe r  of M C A  [Music Corporat ion of America], and Arch Monson of 
San F r a n c i s  c o. 

M r .  Schre iber  had been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  M r .  Reagan i n  o t h e r  v e n t u r e s  
though, hadn' t he? 

W e l l ,  yes, i n  t h e  sense t h a t  M C A  had r ep re sen t ed  him i n  t h e  past. 

Were t h e  Chris topher  people a s  a c t i v e  a s  t he  o r i g i n a l  Reagan people  
had been? 

They worked ve ry  c l o s e l y  together .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h i s  group 
j u s t  r a n  t he  campaign This group was made up a lmos t  50-50 of 
Reagan and Chr i s topher  people. 

And i t  sounds l i k e  i t  was p r e t t y  much s e p a r a t e  from t h e  Republican 
S t a t e  Central  Committee. Is t h a t  accura te?  

Well, t h a t ' s  a lways the  case. I n  o t h e r  words, the candida te  has  
h i s  own campaign group, and you  w ork  s o r t  of hand-in-gl w e w i t h  the 
permanent par ty  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

But i n  t h e  genera l  campaign they were a l l  t o t a l l y  working f o r  t h e  
s t a t ewide  candida tes?  

Oh sure,  abso lu te ly .  

But was t h e r e  an o f f i c i a l  l i a i s o n  person from t h e  Republican S t a t e  
Central  Committee, o r  was one of t h e  execut ive  committee by chance 
a member of t h e  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  committee? 

I th ink  Ed M i l l s  was a member ef t he  state c e n t r a l  committee. But 
those  t h ings  s o r t  of work out. The formal  l i n e s  o r  arrangements  
don't make a s  much d i f f e r e n c e  a s  the  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and  how they 
work together .  



Fundrai s i n g  

Morris: Did you have a  s p e c i f i c  j o b  a s  a  member of t h e  execut ive  committee, 
o r  d i d  you j u s t  d i scuss  pol icy?  

Smith: Well, t h e r e  was a  l o t  of fundra is ing ,  of course. And we had 
Spence rRober t s  [Ca, S t u a r t  Spencer and B i l l  Roberts],  who were 
t h e  p ro fe s s iona l  managers of t h e  campaign. They handled a l l  t h e  
n u t s  and b o l t s  and the  execut ive  committee handled the policy. But  
i t 's essent ia l ly- -you  know, t h e  candida te  makes such a  d i f f e r ence  
i n  t h i s  scene. He's t h e  f e l l ow who's o u t  making the  speeches and  
g e t t i n g  around and a t t e n d i n g  t h e  fundra i se r s ,  although Ronald 
Reagan never  l i k e d  t o  a t t e n d  those  f  undraisers.  

Morris: Real ly? 

Smith: No. I don't blame him. You know, it's a  necessary p a r t  of 
campaigning, b u t  he never r e a l l y  enjoyed t h a t  ve ry  much He didn ' t  
l i k e  t o  a s k  people f o r  money. So t h e  r e s t  of us d id  t h a t  

Morris:  On a one-to-one b a s i s ?  

Smith: No, he wouldn't do i t  on a  one-to-one basis.  What h e  would do 
would be, h e  would go t o  a  f u n d r a i s i n g  group and speak t o  them and 
a l l  of tha t ,  bu t  t h e n  l e a v e  i t  t o  o t h e r s  t o  actual ly--  

Morris : --to a c t u a l l y  e x t r a c t  the  checks. 

Smith: Yes, e x t r a c t  t h e  checks, t h a t ' s  r i g h t  

Morris: That's i n t e r e s t i n g ,  because i t  has  come t o  be, I gather ,  t h a t  
i nd iv idua l  candida tes  do spend a  l o t  of t ime  i n  i nd iv idua l  s e s s i o n s  
w i t h  prospec t ive  maj or  donors. 

Smith: Well, he never l i k e d  t h a t  He never l i k e d  t o  do t h a t  He j u s t  
didn't  l i k e  t o  a s k  people f o r  money. 

Morris : Did you do any t h i n g  about going a f t e r  s m a l l  con t r ibu t ions?  

Smith: Oh, s u r e .  

Morris:  O r  d id  you g e t  enough money from t h e  major donors? 

Smith: Oh, no. It's ve ry  impor tan t  t o  g e t  a  l o t  of money from sma l l  
donors, f o r  two reasons. You r a i s e  a  l o t  of money t h a t  way. The 
second reason  i s  you ge t  people in te res ted .  So t h e  wider  the  group 
cont r ibu t ing ,  t h e  be t t e r .  

Morris: Was d i r e c t  mail  being used a t  t h a t  po in t ?  



Smith: Oh, s u r e .  

Morris: It's come t o  be f a i r l y  sophis t ica ted .  

Smith: Well, i t  wasn't a s  p ro fe s s iona l  then  a s  i t  i s  now. But i t  was 
c e r t a i n l y  a f undra is ing  device t h a t  was widely used. 

Morris: I t  was genera l ly  being used by l o t s  of candidates? I t  wasn't 
something that-- 

Smith: W e l l ,  I guess. I don't know. But we c e r t a i n l y  d i d  it, f o r  t h e  two 
reasons  t h a t  I mentioned. 

B a s i c  P o l i t i c a l  Philosophy 

Morris: I n  your r eco l l ec t ion ,  w h a t  worked p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  i n  t h a t  
campaign? 

Smith: W e l l ,  t h e  candidate. He was something new on t h e  scene. He had a 
de f in i t e - - I  was going t o  say glamour. Probably mystique i s  a 
b e t t e r  term. He was r e a l l y  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from any t h i n g  t h a t  
anybody had seen on the  scene before,  i nc lud ing  George Murphy. 
George Murphy was more of a hail-fellow-well-met k ind  of candidate.  
Reagan had a c e r t a i n  something, which he s t i l l  has,  which i s  
indef inable .  But i t  was very  appeal ing t o  people. P lus  t h e  f a c t  
h e  had a message t h a t  was well-received by l a r g e  numbers. 

Morris: And t h i s  was a message t h a t  t h e  execut ive  committee was i n  
agreement w i t h ?  

Smith: Oh, yes. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  it was h i s  b a s i c  p o l i t i c a l  
philosophy t h a t  everybody agreed wi th ,  which he  a r t i c u l a t e d  s o  
wel l .  

Morris: That had been p a r t  of a s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  s i t t i n g  around a t  
dinner,  t a l k i n g  about  t he  problems of t h e  world? 

Smith: You know, you develop a b a s i c  p o l i t i c a l  philosophy. You don't s i t  
down and h a t c h  it up. I t  j u s t  dwelops.  There wasn't very  much 
d i scuss ion  of t ha t ,  because everybody knew w h a t  i t  was. I suppose 
the  b l u e p r i n t  would have been r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "the speech"  That 
was something t h a t  so  many people were subsc r ib ing  to .  I n  o t h e r  
words, i t s  t ime had come, a f t e r  all t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  Rooswel t .  

Morris:  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how, i f  you could descr ibe  any more t h e  essence 
of M r .  Reagan a s  a candidate.  You s a i d  Murphy was more hai l - fel low- 
w ell-met. But M r .  Reagan i s  genera l ly  considered t o  be somebody 
who does r e l a t e  t o  people very  well .  But h e  was not  t e r r i b l y  
comfortable,  you're saying, i n  a l l  these l a r g e  campaign meetings? 



Smith: Oh, h e  was comfortable.  But  l i k e  all of us-I suppose i n  a  s ense  
we're a l l  t h i s  way--you c:onlt l i k e  t o  ask  peoplt: f o r  money. And h e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  didn ' t  l i k e  t o  a sk  people f o r  money. I t  wasn't t h a t  
he was uncomfortable. He would make g r e a t  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  be fo re  
v a r i o u s  groups. But  he  j u s t  didn ' t  want t o  t hen  a s k  them f o r  t h e  
money. That's when Holmes T u t t l e  and t h e  rest of us would j ump i n  
and do t h e  asking. And t h a t ' s  p e r f e c t l y  normal. I mean, t h e r e ' s  
no th ing  p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusual about t ha t .  Some candida tes  w ill ask 
themselves,  b u t  a  l o t  of them don't want to. And he p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d i d n ' t  w a n t  to.  But  h e  d i d n ' t  need  to .  

Morris:  He d idn ' t  need to. Well, t h a t  saves  a  l o t  of t ime  t h a t  way. 

Smith: T h a t ' s r i g h t .  

Democrats' S t r a t e g y  

Morris : Were t h e r e  any weak s p o t s  t h a t  you r e c a l l  i n  t h e  campaign? Any 
p o i n t s  when you thought  t h a t  Pat [incumbent governor, Edmund G., 
Sr.] Brown was c l o s i n g  i n ?  

Smith: No. The Democrats d id  eve ry th ing  wrong af  t e r  t h e  primary, which 
was something we were v e r y  g r a t e f u l  for .  For one thing,  they had 
campaigned e n t i r e l y  a g a i n s t  George Christopher,  because they 
assumed t h a t  Chr i s topher  was going t o  w i n  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  hands down. 
They hadn't campaigned r e a l l y  a g a i n s t  Ronald Reagan a t  a l l .  They 
thought h e  was a  dumb a c t o r  t h a t  was j u s t  s o r t  of on the  scene, 
maybe, i n  a  joke. That o v e r s t a t e s  it, but  t h a t ' s  t h e  i d e a  So 
when h e  won by a  m i l l i o n  votes--well, I don't know what t h e  v o t e s  
were i n  t h e  primary, bu t  when he won t h e  primary--they were j u s t  
caught off  base. They n w e r  expected t h i s  r e s u l t .  

And s o  they immediately t r i e d  t o  p a i n t  him--to use t h e  term t h e  
"right-wing extremist ."  They w e n  came o u t  w i t h  a  pamphlet t h a t  
looked l i k e  a  Time magazine cover. The t i t l e  was, "Ronald Reagan, 
r ight-wing ex t remis t . "  So they s t a r t e d  t o  d w e l o p  t h i s  theme. They 
w e n  r a n  a  t e l e v i s i o n  ad, which I t h i n k  has  g o t  t o  be t h e  a l l - t i m e  
c l a s s i c  i n  t e rms  of what no t  t o  do, and t h a t  was where they showed 
a  l i t t l e  g i r l  t a l k i n g  t o  h e r  f a t h e r ,  I t h i n k  i t  was. And t h e  f a t h e r  
was saying, "And remember, i t  was a n  a c t o r  who k i l l e d  Abraham 
L i n c o l n "  Whoever au thor ized  t h a t  ad should g e t  some k ind  of an 
award. We couldn't b e l i w e  it, b u t  we loved  every minute of it. 
They f i n a l l y  took i t  o f f ,  and w e  w e r e v e r y  s o r r y  about t ha t .  But 
all of t h i s  j u s t  completely backf i red ,  because when Reagan goes on 
t e l e v i s i o n  and makes a  speech o r  what  have you, one impress ion  h e  
does no t  c r e a t e  i s  of be ing  a n  e x t r e m i s t  of any kind. So t h a t  cam- 
paign j u s t  f e l l  a b s o l u t e l y  f l a t .  And by t h e  t ime  they r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
i t  was j u s t  a lmos t  t o o  l a t e ,  and they couldn't  do any th ing  r i gh t .  



Smith: Meanwhile Pat  Brown was saddled wi th  t h e  Universi ty of Cal i fornia ,  
which i s  where a l l  kinds of depredations were taking place. The 
pub l i c  was r e a c t i n g  h o s t i l e l y  t o  t h a t  and the  f a c t  t h a t  nobody was 
doing anything about it. Pat  Brown was t h e  president  of the  board 
ef regents  of t h e  Universi ty of California, and theref  ore could be 
held  responsib le  f o r  what was going on on t h e  campuses. A l l  of 
those th ings  j u s t  added up. 



IV TRANSITION TO THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

Maj o r  Appointments Task Force 

Morris: During t h e  f a l l  campaign, a s  i t  kicked i n  and i t  looked like Reagan 
was f o r  sure going t o  be e l ec t ed ,  d i d  you s t a r t  w i t h  t h i s  execut ive  
committee, he lp ing  t o  put t oge the r  some p lans?  

Smith : Well, then  the  execut ive  committee be came the same group, 
e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h a t  formed i t s e l f  i n t o  what  w e  c a l l e d  t h e  maj o r  
appointments  t a s k  force.  Cy Rube1 was the  o r i g i n a l  chairman of 
that.  But about two weeks a f t e r  i t  was formed w i t h  him a s  
chairman, unfor tuna te ly  h e  went i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  r e a l l y  f o r  a  
minor operat ion,  and had a  r e a c t i o n  t o  something and died. 

Morris:  Oh ,  t h a t  soon? 

Smith: T h a t  s o o n  

Morris: Oh, my goodness. 

Smith: So then  I became chairman of it. That's when I guess  I spent  some 
of t he  b u s i e s t  t imes  I've wer spent. I j u s t  e n l i s t e d  one of my 
co l l eagues  here,  Dean Dun1 avey. 

Morris:  A s  your  a s s i s t a n t ?  

Smith: A s  my a s s i s t a n t ,  and we went t o  work on  th i s .  It was r e a l l y  a ve ry  
h e c t i c  t i m e .  

Morris:  Did you  s o r t  of have t o  s t o p  doing your law-f i rm commitments? 

Smith: J u s t  about. Because t h e r e  a r e  a  m i l l i o n  people who want jobs ,  and  
t h e r e  a r e  a  m i l l i o n  people  who a r e  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  it. But where 
t hose  two overlap--it 's  a  ve ry  narrow band. 

Morris: Were t h e  q u e r i e s  about a poss ib l e  appointment coming t o  you  a t  your  
off  i c e ?  



Smith: Oh, by t h e  hundreds .  I f  I were g o i n g  t o  do i t  e v e r  a g a i n ,  I don ' t  
know whether  w e  would o r  not--we didn't  have any p r o f e s s i a l a l  
headhunters. Actual ly ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  weren't t h a t  many 
headhunting organiza t ions .  Now t h e r e  are ,  bu t  t h e r e  weren't  t h e n  
But w e  d i d  i t  ourselves .  

Morris:  Again, t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e - I  don't know 
whether  i t  was personnel f i rms ,  but  some management c o n s u l t a n t s  o r  
account ing f i r m s  t h a t  were c a l l e d  o n  

Smith: Yes, w e  d id  c a l l  on them f o r  a i d  and a s s i s t a n c e  h e r e  and t h e r e  o n  
s o r t  of a n  a d  h o c  b a s i s .  

Morris : Right. To look  f o r  people f o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  j ob?  

Smith: Yes. O r  what  they would do, they would v o l u n t e e r  people, names and 
s o  on. O r  maybe they'd do some r e sea rch  on some people. But  w e  
never  turned t h a t  f u n c t i o n  over  t o  them. We handled i t  ourselves .  

Morris:  Were t h e r e  some c r i t e r i a  t h a t ,  you know--what were you l s o k i n g  f o r ,  
and d id  M r .  Reagan have some s p e c i a l  k inds  of r eques t s ?  

Smith: C r i t e r i a r e a l l y  don't h e l p v e r y  much dur ing  t i m e s  l i k e  tha t .  It's 
a m a t t e r  of f i n d i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  f i t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  pos i t i on ,  
and the re ' s  j u s t  a m i l l i o n  considerat ions.  A l o t  of them, of 
course, have t o  do w i t h  who was sponsoring ind iv idua ls .  You have 
t o  ba lance  a l l  the  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  t h a t  come t o  play w i t h  g e t t i n g  
t h e  r i g h t  people. We recognized from t h e  ve ry  beginning t h a t  t h e  
impor tan t  t h i n g  was t o  g e t  we l l -qua l i f i ed  people t o  t ake  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  pos i t i ons ,  because i f  you didn ' t  do t ha t ,  you're a sk ing  
f o r  t r o u b l e  a l l  t h e  way down t h e  l i n e .  So w e  took  some e x t r a  t i m e  
t o  do tha t .  By and l a r g e  w e  succeeded p r e t t y  w e l l .  

Morris:  How much of the  s o r t i n g  and  i n t e r v i e w i n g  was done i n  Los Angeles 
through your o f f  i c e  and how much was done i n  t h a t  temporary o f f  i c e  
t h a t  was i n  Sacramento? 

Smith: Most of it was done down here.  Almost a l l  of it was done down 
here. I 'm  t a l k i n g  now about  the  p r i n c i p a l  pos i t i ons ,  n o t  t h e - y o u  
know, a f t e r  t h e  appointments  o f f  i c e  was s e t  up up t h e r e  and s o  on, 
then  they j u s t  took i t  over. But I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t he  cabinet-  
lwel pos i t ions .  They were a l l  done down here,  and w e  d id  t h e  
i n t e rv i ewing ,  t h e  maj o r  appointments  t a s k  f o r c e  d id  t h e  i n t e rv i ew ,  
e i t h e r  a s  a group o r  i n  s o r t  of subcommittees, a l though it was 
n w e r  formalized.  



Gwernor '  s S t a f f  

Morris: Who d id  t h e  a c t u a l  governor's o f f i c e  people, you know, a s  epposed 
t o  t he  cab ine t ?  The people who were going t o  work i n  t he  
governor's of f i c e  w i t h  M r .  Reagan 

Smith: Well, t he  only key t h e r e  w a s  the execut ive  secre ta ry .  % a t  was 
a l ready  decided, because t h e  governor asked h i s  t h e n  campaign 
manager -  

Morris:  [Ph i l i p ]  B a t t a g l i a ?  

Smith: P h i l  B a t t a g l i a ,  yes,  t o  take  over t h a t  spot.  

Morris: That  was s o r t  of something t h a t  M r .  Reagan had decided and t a l k e d  
w i t h  M r .  B a t t a g l i a  about? 

Smith: W e l l ,  he had worked w i t h  him dur ing  t h e  campaign, so  i t  was j u s t  
s o r t  of a n a t u r a l  f o r  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  continue on. 

Morris: That  was j u s t  s o r t  of taken  f o r  granted by your group and M r .  
Reagan' s ? 

Smith: Well, i t  wasn't t aken  f o r  granted. The governor j u s t  asked him a t  
one po in t  t o  continue on i n  t h a t  function. 

Morris: Kind of young f o r  an  execut ive  secre ta ry ,  wasn't he? 

Smith: I d o n ' t t h i n k s o .  

Morris:  He was about thirty-two. 

Smith: W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see--yes, somew he re  around there,  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s .  But 
f o r  t h a t  k ind  of a j o b  tha t ' s  no t  t oo  unusual. 

Morris: I n  t e rms  of stamina, t h e  k ind  of-- 

Smith: That's what you need, tha t ' s  r i gh t .  

Morris: I have a l i s t  h e r e  t h a t  I go t  from t h e  governor's papers  a t  t h e  
Hoover I n s t i t u t i o n ,  and i t  i n c l u d e s  George Deukmejian as chairman 
of a l e g i s l a t i v e  t a s k  force.  He was t h e n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  senate. And 
I wondered i f  h e  would have met w i t h  your committee a t  a l l ?  

Smith: Yes, we met w i t h  him. 

Morris: Was h e  o f f e r i n g  some suggest ions on what you need t o  do i f  you're 
going t o  be doing work i n  s t a t e  government? 



Smith: Oh, sure. We got--where d id  these  names come from? [ r e f e r r i n g  t o  
l i s t  from Hower  I n s t i t u t i o n ]  Oh, t h i s  i s  no r the rn  C a l i f o r n i a  

Morris: Right. That's i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  there ' s  a l a r g e  l i s t  of people f rom 
no r the rn  Cal i forn ia ,  and i t  j u s t  says  s eu the rn  C a l i f o r n i a  major 
appointments.  I guess werybody knew-- 

Smith: Well, r e a l l y ,  i t  was southern  C a l i f o r n i a  where all t h e  dec i s ions  
were  made. This i s  probably one of t hose  e f f o r t s  t o  g e t  werybody 
involved. We d i d  t ha t .  We had much broader  groups, a l i t t l e  l i k e  
a de l ega t ion  t o  a convention where you'd s e t  something up t o  
provide input.  Not only t o  provide input ,  which you want, but  a l s o  
t o  provide t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  everybody i s  involved and  i s  doing 
something. 

Morris:  And f e e l s  important .  

Smith: Fee l s  important ,  yes, exact ly .  I n t e r e s t i n g  down here:  "Staff 
h i r i n g  minor, Henry Shine, Mike Deaver, s taff ."  [chuckles] How 
t i m e s  have changed. 

Morris: Y e s .  I t  sounds l ike there ' s  k ind  of a h ie ra rchy  of appointments  
t h a t  needed t o  be made and s t a f f i n g  t h a t  needed t o  be done. 

Smith: My guess  i s  t h a t  probably Tom Reed put  t h i s  together .  He  a lways 
loved  t o  w r i t e  memoranda and p u t  t h i n g s  i n  wr i t i ng .  I'd be 
s u r p r i s e d  i f  you'd e v e r  f i n d  anyth ing  l ike t h a t  about what  happened 
down here. Because we were no t  b i g  on  formal  organiza t ion ,  b u t  w e  
we re  b i g  on & f a c t o  performance. 

Morris:  I see,  g e t t i n g  t h ings  done. Was Tom Reed a l s o  s o r t  of a n  au toma t i c  
decis ion,  t h a t  h e  would m w e  from t h e  campaign i n t o  t h e  governor's 
o f f i c e ?  

Smith: No, t h a t  was no t  a u t o m a t i c  H e  headed t h e  campaign i n  San 
Francisco. I mean, h e  was t he  campaign chairman f o r  San Francisco. 
I guess  h e  j u s t  s o r t  of g r a v i t a t e d  t o  t h a t  j ob. But t h a t  was done 
a f t e r  all t h e  maj or s p o t s  were f i l l e d .  Why h e  would want it, I 
don ' t  h a v e  any i d e a  T h a t ' s  a n a s t y  job. 

Morris : The appointments  func t ion?  

Smith: Any appointments  f u n c t i o n  i s  hard  work. But t h a t  was a l l  done 
l a t e r .  No d a t e  on  t h i s .  

Morris:  As I say, it  came from a f o l d e r  l a b e l l e d  "1966-67 T r a n s i t i o n "  

Smith: Yes, we l l ,  t h a t ' s  probably about  r i gh t .  

Morris:  T h i s  i s  a photocopy of a photocopy. 
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Smith: Most of those, I think--all  of t h e  members of t h e  then execu t ive  
committee i n  nor thern  C a l i f o r n i a  a r e  on there.  But t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  
of o t h e r  names t h a t  a r e  made up of, I 'm  sure,  par ty  people and a l l  
t h a t .  

i s :  W e l l ,  your thought was t h a t  i t  might  have been put t oge the r  by Tom 
Reed, who knew the  nor thern  Ca l i fo rn i a  s i t u a t i o n  

Smith: And loved  t o w r i t e  memos. 

Caspar Weinberger : S t a t e  Reorganizat ion Study, Finance 
Direc tor  Appointment 

Morris: I see, okay. There's a l s o  Caspar Weinberger a s  c h a i r  of t h e  s t a t e  
r eo rgan iza t ion  s tudy .  

Smith: Yes. That was something t h a t  l a t e r  became p a r t  of what was c a l l e d  
the businessman's t a s k  f o r c a *  I 

Morris: How d id  t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  L i t t l e  Hower  Commission, which 
was p a r t  of t he  s t a t e  appa ra tus  of which Weinberger was chairman?** 

Smith: I t  was sepa ra t e  a p a r t  from tha t ,  although it was r e l a t ed .  This  was 
a novel app roach  L i t t l e  Hower  Commissions a l l  around study and 
make recommendations. Some of what they do i s  enac ted  i n  a law; 
most of i t  isn' t .  And t h a t ' s  t r u e  a t  t he  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  s t a t e  leve l .  The t h r u s t  of t h e  businessman's t a s k  f o r c e  was t o  
have top- leve l  execu t ives  i n  t he  p r iva t e  s e c t o r  go i n t o  gwernment  
on a s t r i c t l y  volunteer  bas i s ,  no t  paid, and from an o u t s i d e  
v iewpoin t  determine how t h e  v a r i o u s  agencies  and departments can 
more e f f i c i e n t l y  func t ion ,  using pr ivate-sector  o rgan iza t ion  a s  a 
s tandard .  And of course t h a t  was the  precursor  t o  what tu rned  o u t  
t o  be t h e  Grace Commission repor t ,  federa l ly .  

Morris : I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  ques t ion  of M r .  Weinberger a s  a p o t e n t i a l  
Department of Finance d i r ec to r .  

Smith: He was a candidate .  He was a candidate,  and i t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  
t h i n k  now t h a t  h e  was considered a t  t h e  very  beginning t o  be too  
l i b e r a l .  He was looked upon a s  be ing  a l i b e r a l  Republican. 

Morris:  By t h e  appointments  committee? 

* Governor's Survey on Ef f i c i ency  and Cost Control,  1967-1968. 
** Commission on C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  Government Organizat ion and 
E conany. 



Smith: No, no, not  by the  appointments committee, by the p o l i t i c a l  f  e r c e s  
t h a t  be. 

Morris: That  being t h e  s t a t e  Republican committee? 

Smith: No, i t 's hard t o  f o r m a l i z e  it. You j u s t  know t h a t  i f  you go i n  a 
c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n  t h e r e  a r e  going t o  be complaints  o r  c r i t i c i s m s  o r  
what have you. And when you s t a r t  o u t  you want t o  minimize those. 

Morris: Is t h i s  because of th ings  h e  had done when h e  was chairman--he w a s  
Republican s t a t e  chairman from 1962 t o  1964. 

Smith: No, it's j u s t  image. I n  o t h e r  words, he was a San Francisco 
Republican and had been a c t i v e  i n  the  past,  had been a l e g i s l a t o r .  
And h e  had t h e  image i n  t h e  eyes of some of being a l i b e r a l  
Republ ican  And t o o  l i b e r a l  f o r  t h e  l i k e s  of a l o t  of o t h e r  people 
who were  on t h e  conserva t ive  side. 

Morris: I see .  

Smith: That was n o t  t h e  only c o n s i d e r a t i o n  It's always compared t o  whom. 
By t h e  t ime  a y e a r  or  s o  had passed, Cap somehow had l i v e d  t h a t  one 
down [chuckles] I n  view of what's happened s ince,  it 's a l i t t l e  
hard  t o  understand how he  had t h e  image i n  t h e  f i r s t  place. 

Morris: Well, d id  h e  l i v e  i t  down because he's r epo r t ed  t o  be a very  b r i g h t  
f e l l  ow, o r  j u s t  he worked hard? 

Smith: I j u s t  t h i n k  i t  was passage of time. And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was up t h e r e  and s e t t l e d  in ,  he  became b e t t e r  known 
t o  a l l  t h e  people involved. And h e  i s  v e r y  br ight ,  very able ,  and 
a c t u a l l y  was i d e a l  f o r  t h a t  spot. I ' m  sor ry  we didn't do i t  t o  
s t a r t .  

Morris: Gordon Paul Smith--had h e  had some experience w i t h  publ ic  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  government organiza t ion?  

Smith: Not enough. But he was w i t h  t h e  l e a d i n g  management-consul t a n t  
f i rm,  Booz Allen and Hamilton, and headed t h e i r  o f f i c e  h e r e  i n  
southern  C a l i f o r n i a  He had done some f i r s t - r a t e  work f o r  them and 
came very,  very  h ighly  recommended f o r  what he did. He j u s t  didn't  
f i t  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  scene too  w e l l ,  as so  of t e n  happens. 
Businessmen ve ry  of t e n  do not  do w e l l  i n  government. Among o t h e r  
things,  they can't put up w i t h  t h e  s t u f f  and nonsense you have t o  
put up w i t h  i n  government. 



Morris:  The s t u f f  and nonsense being t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o  many th ings  have t o  
go t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ?  

Smith: No, be ing  because--and t h i s  i s  t r u e  i n  Washington a s  i t  i s  here-- 
t h a t  i t  i s n ' t  o f t e n  t h a t  you can deal  w i t h  t h e  m e r i t s  of a problem. 
A businessman dea l s  w i t h  t h e  m e r i t s  of a problem. I n  p o l i t i c s  and 
government, you're lucky i f  you w e r  ge t  t o  t h e  m e r i t s  of a 
problem. It's t h a t  kind of thing,  I think,  t h a t  throws people 
w i thou t  government experience off t he  t rack .  

Cabinet Members vis-a-vis  Off i c e  S t a f f  

[ Interview 2: May 5 ,  19881 ilil 

Morris:  So where I would l i k e  t o  s t a r t  today i s  w i t h ,  when the  committee 
was adv i s ing  M r .  Reagan on p o t e n t i a l  appointees  t o  t h e  
gube rna to r i a l  admin i s t r a t i on .  I wonder i f  anybody t a lked  t o  you 
about j o in ing  t h e  governor's admin i s t r a t i on?  

Smith: Oh yes,  I was asked t o  do v a r i o u s  things. But  t h e  t iming  wasn't  
r i g h t  f o r  me t o  l e a v e  what I was doing and t o  go t o  Sacramento. I 
j u s t  n w e r  r e a l l y  s e r ious ly  considered doing that. 

Morris: The a t to rney  general ' s  j ob i n  California-- 

Smith: That's e l e c t e d .  

Morris:  R i g h t  What kinds of s p o t s  d id  they th ink  you might  be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n ?  

Smith: Well, nobody r e a l l y  asked me t o  f i l l  those spots ,  o t h e r  than t h e  
governor, e a r l y  o n  And I j u s t  e a r l y  made it d e f i n i t e  t h a t  i t  j u s t  
wouldn't be poss ib l e  f o r  me t o  go t o  Sacramento on any permanent, 
f u l l - t i m e  basis .  And t h a t  s o r t  of disposed of t h a t  quest ion.  

Morris:  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  because a couple of people have t o l d  us 
t h a t  M r .  T u t t l e  looked a t  them and said,  "It's your duty t o  go t o  
Sacramento. " 

Smith: W e l l ,  t h e r e  were  all k inds  of d i scuss ions  on t h e  subject.  But I 
thought I could be more va luab le  doing what I was doing anyway. 

Morris: Helping t o  s c reen  people f o r  appointments. 

Smith: Well, t h a t  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  t h ings  t h a t  we did. But I was going 
f u l l  speed ahead i n  t h e  law p r a c t i c e  here, and i t  j u s t  didn ' t  f i t  
f o r  me t o  l e a v e  all of t h a t  and t o  p u l l  up s t a k e s  and t o  go t o  
Sacramento. 



Morris: By then  you were a s en io r  p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  f i r m ?  

Smith: Yes, I was. 

Morris: I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  s t a f f  l i s t  i n  '66 and  '67, a 
number of them were r e l a t i v e l y  young f e l lows ,  i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  
t h i r t i e s .  I wondered i f  t h e r e  was any concern t h a t  maybe they were 
t o o  young t o  take  on maj or  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

Smith: When you say "s ta f f , "  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  cabine t  o f f i c i a l s ?  

Morris:  No, and tha t ' s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  point ,  how you d i s t i n g u i s h  those. I 
was t h i n k i n g  of people l i k e  Ph i l  B a t t a g l i a  and Michael Deaver. 

Smith: Well, Michael Deaver didn ' t  r e a l l y  s u r f a c e  u n t i l  much l a t e r .  

Morris: W e l l ,  I f i n d  him--this i s  t h e  1967 governor's o f f  i c e  execut ive  and 
s t a f f  l i s t .  

Smith: He could have been there ,  bu t  h e  would be one of a whole t o n  of 
people. I don't t h ink  I'd eve r  l a i d  eyes on him u n t i l  much l a t e r .  

Morris:  He was B i l l  Clark's a s s i s t a n t .  B i l l  Clark was cabine t  secre ta ry ,  
and Michael Deaver was a n  a s s i s t a n t .  

Smith: W e l l ,  h e  was execut ive  secre ta ry .  

Morris : Bef o r e  B i l l  Qark  was execut ive  s e c r e t a r y  h e  was cabine t  secre ta ry .  

Smith: Is t h a t  what h e  was? 

Morris:  Right. This  l i s t  i s  from t h e  Homer  f i l e .  

Smith: O h  Well then, t h a t  ought t o  t e l l  t h e  s tory ,  I guess. Yes, I 
guess h e  was cabine t  s e c r e t a r y  w h i l e  B a t t a g l i a  was execu t ive  
secre ta ry .  Then when h e  l e f t  i n  August of '67, tha t ' s  when B i l l  
Qark  stepped up. 

Morris: Right. 

Smith: And I j u s t  don't remember who B i l l  Clark's depu t i e s  were. 

Morris : Michael Deaver and a fe l low named Charles  v s o n  

Smith: Oh, Chuck Tyson, yes. 

Morris: Right, i n  t he  cabine t  s e c r e t a r y  off ice.  

Smith: See, we didn ' t  do much w i t h  s t a f f  people. Our prime concern was 
w i t h  cab ine t  o f f i c i a l s .  The s e c r e t a r y  of t h i s ,  t ha t ,  and t h e  
other.  You know, t h e  d i r e c t o r  of Motor Veh ic l e s  and t h e  Publ ic  



Smith: U t i l i t i e s  Commissioners and people l i k e  that.  The a c t u a l  
governor's s t a f f  was p re t ty  w e l l  put together  by whoever was t h e  
executive sec re ta ry .  

Morris: R i g h t  And I was i n t e r e s t e d  t h a t  Phi l  B a t t a g l i a  had been campaign 
chairman i n  '66. 

Smith: That's r ight ,  he was. The professional  f i rm t h a t  ran  t h e  campaign 
was Spencer-Roberts. B i l l  Roberts and Stu  Spencer. Ba t t ag l i a  came 
i n  as-- 

Morris: L ia i son  t o  Spencer-Roberts, o r  j u s t  i n  charge of keeping a l l  the--? 

Smith: I don't know what h i s  t i t l e  was. 

Morris: T i t l e  was director.  

Smith: Maybe i t  was campaign d i r e c t o r  or  something l i k e  that .  And tha t ' s  
the  way t h a t  they worked, because he was f d l - t i m e ,  and he  was 
paid, a s  I recal l .  But he  wasn't professional  t h e  way-- 

Morris : So i t  was s o r t  of the chores of keeping things going r a t h e r  than 
t h e  pol icy-making. 

Smith: Yes, n u t s  and bol ts ,  primarily. 

Morris: Is t h a t  the  d i s t i n c t i o n  a l s o  between t h e  people i n  t h e  governor's 
o f f i c e  who answer the phones and get o u t  the  r e p o r t s  and th ings  
l i k e  tha t ,  a s  opposed t o  t h e  cabinet  of appointed agency 
s e c r e t a r i e s ?  

Smith : Well, t h e  executive secre tary  i s  pr imar i ly  responsible f o r  handling 
and doing whatever i s  necessary t o  a i d  and a s s i s t  the gwernor. 
That's t h e i r  function. I t  was l i k e  t h e  White House s t a f f .  The 
cabinet  s e c r e t a r i e s  a r e  responsib le  f o r  running the  va r ious  
departments, and tha t ' s  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  thing, a1 though they're 
obviously-- 

Morris : More respons ib i l i ty  and v i s i b i l i t y .  

Smith: Yes, depending upon what i s s u e s  a r e  ho t  a t  the  moment, i n  terms of 
v i s i b i l i t y  . 

Morris: W e l l ,  it 's an  i n t e r e s t i n g  point. I th ink you were interviewed by 
Dr. Gary Hamilton a t  UC Davis f o r  a study he was doing on Gavernor 
Reagan's administrat ion,  comparing i t  w i t h  Gwernor J e r r y  B rcwn?* 

* See Governor Reagan, Governor Brown _A S o c i o l o a  of Executive 
Power, Gary G. Hamilton and Nicole Woolsey Biggart, ~ x u m b i a  
University Press, New York, 1984. 
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I was? 

[ In te rv iewer ' s  e r ro r .  M r .  Smith was no t  i n t e rv i ewed  f o r  t h e  s tudy 
mentioned. 1 

The p o i n t  t h a t  h e  makes i n  w r i t i n g  up h i s  r e sea rch  i s  t h a t  from t h e  
s o c i o l o g i s t ' s  p o i n t  of view,  t he re  developed du r ing  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a  c e r t a i n  amount of t e n s i o n  and some c o n f l i c t  
between t h e  agency s e c r e t a r i e s  and t h e  governor's s t a f f .  

Well, t h a t ' s  a lways t h e  case. 

Is i t?  

Oh, sure .  That's t r u e  everywhere. That's j u s t  a lmos t  by 
d e f i n i t i o n .  It's t r u e  i n  Washington, and i t ' s  t r u e  i n  Sacramento, 
because people  s o r t  of come a t  t h ings  from a d i f f e r e n t  angle. And 
t h e  d i r e c t o r  of f i n a n c e  w i l l  have programs and p o l i c i e s  t h a t  he 
wan t s  t o  implement, and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  c a b i n e t  o f f i c e r s  have t h e  
same. The governor ve ry  of t e n  has  to--and of course t h e r e  a r e  
budgetary cons idera t ions .  So much money, resources  can be made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h i s  agency o r  t h a t  agency o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  o r  t h a t  
p ro jec t .  And s o  there ' s  always-then t h e  governor has to-- 

Mediate. 

--preside over  a l l  tha t .  And of course  a  l o t  of t h a t  r o u t i n e  work 
i s  done by h i s  s t a f f .  So t h a t ' s  j u s t  p a r t  of o u r  system, t h a t  
you ' re  going t o  have t ens ions  t h a t  e x i s t .  

That's a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  point.  Was t h a t  a  f a c t o r  i n  P h i l  B a t t a g l i a ' s  
depa r tu re  a s  execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y ?  

No. 

That  t h e r e  was some q u e s t i o n  about h i s  management s ty le .  

Well ,  t h a t ' s  a  p r e t t y  broad term. But I r e a l l y  can't  g e t  i n t o  
t h a t .  I c a n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  s u b j e c t .  

A s  a n  a t t o rney ,  o r  because you weren't  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  him. 

No, j u s t  because i t  was a  s e n s i t i v e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Well, t h e  media mostly d e a l t  w i t h  t he  s e n s i t i v e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  
t h e r e  have been some o t h e r  ques t ions ,  t h a t  he  was maybe t o o  
p r o t e c t i v e  of M r .  Reagan. People who needed t o  s e e  him couldn't  
g e t  t o  s e e  him. 

Well, t h e r e  was probably some of that .  Of course,  t h a t ' s  another  
e t e r n a l  complaint  which always e x i s t s .  



Morris : Yes. 

Smith: But i t ' s  true, h is  management style  d i d  not develop teo much love 
and affection. 



V ROLE OF THE KITCHEN CABIMT 

Reagan's Speeches 

Morris:  We a l s o  t a l k e d  l a s t  t ime  about some of t h e  t h ings  t h a t  t h e  k i t c h e n  
c a b i n e t  was a b l e  t o  be of a s s i s t a n c e  o n  The o t h e r  day I was 
r ead ing  arer M r .  Reagan's inaugura l  speech. And I wondered i f  t h a t  
was t he  s o r t  of t h i n g  t h a t  you long-time f r i e n d s  and a d v i s o r s  would 
s i t  around and d i scus s  w i t h  him, and t o s s  around i d e a s ?  

Smith: Well, y e s  and no. We would c e r t a i n l y  do t h a t ,  and  h e  would seek 
out  ideas .  But t o  a  r e a l l y  s u r p r i s i n g  degree h e  w r o t e  h i s  own 
speeches. When I say "wrste," he usua l ly  pu t  them on  3x5 cards. 
Very of t e n  h e  w ould come up w i t h  t h ings  t h a t  none of us had e v e r  
heard be£ ore. People t a l k  about  h i s  r ead ing  s c r i p t s ,  and [say 
tha t1  s e p a r a t e d  from h i s  cue cards  h e  would be he lp less .  That j u s t  
ha s  n w e r  been so. It's t rue ,  I would say t h a t  he probably, a t  
l e a s t  when h e  w a s  here--now i n  Washington t h e  t i m e  p r e s su re s  a r e  
such t h a t  i t ' s  q u i t e  d i f fe ren t - -bu t  I suspec t  t h a t  probably h e  
a c t u a l l y  put  t o g e t h e r  more speeches t h a t  h e  a c t u a l l y  d e l i v e r e d  
h imse l f  t h a n  would be normal f o r  t h a t  o f f i ce .  

Of course, you have t o  remember, too, h e  had been making 
speeches f o r  a  long, l o n g  t i m e .  H e  had done i t  a s  a  m a t t e r  of 
1 i v e l  ihood, i n  e f f e c t ,  when h e  was w i t h  General  E l e c t r i c  and a l l  
tha t .  So it 's n o t  t o o  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  h e  would have q u i t e  a  
r e p e r t o i r e  of speeches and f a v o r i t e  a p p r ~ a c h e s  and s o  o n  

Morris:  Well, t h e  famous "cut, squeeze, and  t r i m "  phrase--was t h a t  one t h a t  
su r f  aced i n  t h e  general  d i scuss ion?  

Smith: I don't know where i t  came from, b u t  i t 's j u s t  a  c l a s s i c  example of 
t h e  k i n d  of t h i n g  he'd come up w i t h .  H e ' s  goed a t  t h a t .  H e ' s  
r e a l l y  good a t  that. 

Morris:  Yes, i t  has  a  ve ry  catchy cadence t o  it. 
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And I remember one time-I can't  remember what, i t  must have been 
'76, it c2uld have been '80-whtin a  couple  of p ro fe s so r s  of 
Engl ish,  one of whom I knew, came up w i t h  what I thought  was a n  
a b s o l u t e l y  superb conc lus ion  t o  an  acceptance speech. Extremely 
w e l l  done, the  kind of t h i n g  I would have l a t c h e d  on to. And I 
took i t  up and I showed i t  t o  him. 

He r e a d  i t  and  h e  s a i d ,  "That r e a l l y  i s  v e r y  good, b u t  i t ' s  
n o t  I." And so ,  a s  you know, he  c r a f t e d  h i s  own. Not  o n l y  h i s  
acceptance speech, bu t  t h e  speech t h a t  h e  gave i n  Kansas City i n  
1976 a f t e r  h e  l o s t  t h e  nomination, b u t  where he  go t  t h a t  tremendous 
acclaim. And he  de l ive red  t h a t  g r e a t  speech on Thursday night.  
That was e n t i r e l y  h i s  own H e  d id  no t  use what I thought was a  
superb conclusion. Of course,  needless  t o  say, t h e  one h e  d i d  use 
was h i s  own and very,  ve ry  e f f ec t i ve .  

Did h e  use some of t h e  i d e a  o r  approach t h a t  t h e  Engl ish p ro fe s so r  
had prepared? 

Not a t  a l l .  T o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ;  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t .  He didn ' t  use 
i t  i n  any way, shape o r  form. 

Right. He a l ready  had something working i n  h i s  own mind. 

Yes. He knew what  he  wanted t o  say, and he produced i t  h imse l f .  

Well, t h e  '66-'67 inaugura l  speech has  a  number of r a t h e r  formal  
governmental i s s u e s  i n  it. L ike  there ' s  a  need f o r  property t a x  
reform-- 

Now, w a i t  a  minute. The '66-- 

The f i r s t  gube rna to r i a l  inaugura l  speech t a l k s  about  t h i n g s  l i k e  
proper ty  t a x  reform and t h e  s t a t e  needed a  cr ime technologica l  
foundation. Those sounded l i k e  f a i r l y  t e c h n i c a l  p u b l i c  
adm i n i s t r a t i o n  k inds  of things.  

Oh, w e l l ,  su re ,  t h e r e  would be a d v i s o r s  and s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  v a r i o u s  
a r e a s  who would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h a t  k ind  of thing. I don't mean h e  
j u s t  made his speeches up o u t  of t h e  a i r .  You know, h e  had a  good 
dea l  of a s s i s t a n c e  and a  good deal  of raw m a t e r i a l  t o  draw from. 
Although you r ead  those  t h i n g s  now and i t  sounds l i k e  they ' re  
t e c h n i c a l  o r  h igh ly  spec ia l .  I t  depends on t h e  contex t  of t h e  
times. For example, a t  t h a t  t ime proper ty  t a x  r e l i e f  was on 
everybody's l i p s .  I t  f i n a l l y  came t o  f r u i t i o n  w i t h  P ropos i t i on  13, 
b u t  i t  had been t a l k e d  about  f o r  a  long, l ong  t i m e ,  t h e  need f o r  
p roper ty  t a x  reform. I t  was a  cu r r en t  issue.  



The G w e r n o r ' s  Mansion 

Morris: There was a l so ,  e a r l y  en, t h e  governor's mansion q u e s t i s n  Do you 
remember when it became c l e a r  t h a t  t he  o l d  e x i s t i n g  garernor 's  
mansion was going t o  be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  Mr .  and M r s .  Reagan? 

Smith: Well, they l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  a while ,  a few months. I know they had 
a few d inners  and s o  on t h a t  we a l l  went to. I k ind  of l i k e d  t h e  
o ld  b u i l  ding.  

Morris: I t  h a s  a l o t  of charm. 

Smith: 
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Smith : 
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Morris:  
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Morris : 

Smith: 

But i t  was t rue ,  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  concerned them was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  
was a f i r e  trap. And i n  a very  r e a l  sense  i t  was. They j u s t  
didn ' t  want t o  l i v e  i n  it, and tha t ' s  ve ry  understandable. 

Were the re  someques t ions  t h a t  the  neighborhoodmaybe was n o t  q u i t e  
what i t  should be? 

I don't t h ink  i t  was t h a t  so much. It's t o o  bad t h e  neighborhood 
d id  develop t h e  way it d id .  You've got t h a t  Mansion Inn a c r o s s  t h e  
s t r e e t .  

American Legion on t h e  next corner. 

It's pure commercial, and tha t ' s  unfortunate .  But  I t h i n k  i t  was 
r e a l l y  t h e  age and t h e  cond i t i on  and t h e  t h r e a t  t h a t  d id  it. 

Were you p a r t  of t h e  group t h a t  went o u t  looking  f car something t h a t  
might  do? 

Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r ight .  We had one of t h e  l e a d i n g  r e a l  e s t a t e  people i n  
Sacramento, I can't  remember h i s  name, who became very  c lose ly  
a l l i e d  w i t h  t h e  so-cal led group. He u l t i m a t e l y  found t h e  house 
t h a t  they used. Things were done t o  f i x  i t  up and t o  l e a s e  it. 

Lease i t  r a t h e r  than  buy i t ?  

Yes, i t  was l e a s e d  a s  I r e c a l l .  Yes, i t  was leased .  

That 's  use£ ul, because aga in  t h e  r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  t h a t  
t h e  house was bought f o r  t h e  Reagans. 

I don1 t t h i n k  so. I t h i n k  we l e a s e d  it. But I w i l l  have  t o  de fe r .  
I j u s t  can't--that was twenty y e a r s  ago and I j u s t  can't remember 
whether i t  was bought o r  leased .  My top-of-the-head r e c o l l e c t i o n  
i s  t h a t  i s  was leased,  b u t  I could be wrong. 
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Well, t h a t  h a s  some l o g i c  t o  it. But t h e r e  had a l s o  been f o r  some 
time t a l k  t h a t  t h e r e  s l ~ o u l d  be a more o f f i c i a l  governor's 
res idence ,  and I wondered i f  t he  group were t h i n k i n g  about  f i n d i n g  
a p p r o p r i a t e  housing f o r  t h e  Reagans-- 

We d id  t ha t .  

Right, t h i n k  of f i n d i n g  something which could t h e n  be donated t o  
t he  s t a t e  f o r  a governor's mans ion  

Y e s ,  we d i d  t h a t .  

You d id  donate? 

It was something c a l l e d  the--what was i t ?  We w r e s t l e d  w i t h  t h e  
doggoned t i t l e  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e ,  because i t  was s o  awkward. But 
something 1 i k e  Committee f o r  Residence f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  Governors-- 
I 've s t i l l  got  some of t h e  s t a t i o n e r y  around he re  somewhere-which 
was i n  e f f e c t  headed by Leland Kaiser  i n  San Francisco, who r a i s e d  
money t o  buy t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  s i te  o u t  i n  Carmichael, e leven  a c r e s  
overlooking t h e  American River. I t  was j u s t  a knock-out of a site. 
And again,  you ' l l  have t o  check t h e  r e c o r d s  on th i s .  We bought t h e  
s i t e .  

And t h e r e  was a s t a t e  compe t i t i on  f o r  design. 

We donated i t  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  We wanted t o  donate  i t  w i t h  a 
condi t ion,  bu t  under t h e  law w e  couldn't  do tha t .  So w e  had t o  
donate  i t  w i t h  t h e  r eques t ,  what i t  amounted to ,  t h a t  i t  be used 
f o r  t h i s  purpose. And of course t h e  house was bu i l t - - I  can ' t  
remember who paid f o r  t h e  house. Probably a l e g i s l a t i v e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  pa id  f o r  it. But w e  pa id  f o r  t h e  l and  and w e  gave 
t h e  l and  t o  them f r e e  and c lear .  The house was underway and t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  was determined by t h e  Reagans and a l l  of that .  

The Reagans had a v o i c e  i n  dec id ing  which p l an  t o  pick? 

Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Then I can't  remember when c o n s t r u c t i o n  was 
s t a r t e d ,  b u t  i t  was f i n i s h e d .  They were obviously never  a b l e  t o  
mwe i n t o  it. Then J e r r y  [Governor Edmund Gar Jr.1 Brown came in ,  
and t h e  t h i n g  was a l ready  up a t  t h a t  time. Of course,  h e  r e f u s e d  
t o  mwe i n t o  it, and i t  l a y  f d l o w .  

For one bache lo r  f e l l ow  w i t h  h i s  b lue  Plymouth i t  would seem t o  b e  
a l a r g e  es tab l i shment .  So t h e  p l an  or ig ina l ly- - the  committee t h e r e  
had hoped t h a t  once t he  s i t e  was chosen the  b u i l d i n g  would be done 
i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  Reagans t o  l i v e  i n  it. 

Well, a s  soon a s  poss ib le .  I don't t h ink  anybody was r e a l l y  
o p t i m i s t i c  enough t o  t h ink  t h a t  i t  was going t o  be up i n  t i m e  f o r  
them t o  spend much t i m e  i n  it. But t h e  i d e a  was r e a l l y  t o  provide  



a res idence  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  governors, period. And a s  always, w i t h  
any ,.hing l i k e  tha t ,  you r u n  i n t o  con t rwer sy .  And the  c o n t r w e r s y  
was whether  t h e  governor's res idence  sheuld be downtown or should 
be t h a t  f a r  out. A l o t  of l e g i s l a t o r s  wanted i t  downtown s o  they 
had easy acces s  t o  t h e  governor. Others, i nc lud ing  t h e  Reagans, 
thought t h e  i d e a  of being t h a t  f a r  o u t  i n  t h a t  b e a u t i f u l  a l o c a t i o n  
was j u s t  v a s t l y  preferab le .  So t h a t  went on and on and o n  It's 
one of the  g r e a t  i r o n i e s  t ha t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h a t  s p o t  was 
donated and t h e  house was b u i l t ,  no governor y e t  has  l i v e d  i n  it. 
I don't know what i t 's  being used f o r  now, e r  whether they s o l d  it. 
Maybe they s o l d  it. 

Morris: I th ink  t h e  Deukmejians suggested it be sold.  

Smith: W e l l ,  they d id  n o t  want t o  l i v e  i n  it. I don't knew what t h e i r  
r ea son  was. I t  was a b e a u t i f u l  house i n  a b e a u t i f u l  l oca t ion .  

Morris: W e l l ,  out  a long  t h e  r i v e r  i s  excep t iona l ly  pre t ty .  

Smith: We were t o l d  i t  was t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  l o c a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  anywhere 
i n  Sacramento a t  t h e  t i m e .  I b e l i e v e  tha t ,  because i t  was 
c e r t a i n l y  a knock-out. But whoever would have thought t h a t  af t e r  
a l l  t h a t  e f f o r t  and a l l  t h a t  t ime  and a l l  t h a t  money, t h e  t h i n g  
would j u s t  go unaborning, o r  whatever t h e  word is. 

Businessmen's Task Force; L e g i s l a t i v e  Process  

Morris: Right, i t  i s  curious. What kinds s f  e t h e r  th ings  d id  t h e  k i t chen  
cab ine t  involve  i t s e l f  i n ?  

Smith: Well, I t o l d y o u a b o u t  t h e  major appointments  t a s k  force ,  which we 
c a l l  it. And then t h e r e  was t h i s  project .  This i s  n o t  i n  order  of 
occurrence. And t h e n  another  one was t h e  businessman's t a s k  force ,  
which was a n  i d e a  t h a t  was developed h e r e  and l a t e r  used t o  prsduce 
t h e  Grace Commission r e p o r t  i n  Washington, where a group of 
businessmen, high execut ives ,  would vo lun tee r  t h e i r  t ime t o  g s  i n t o  
government and t o  s ee  how th ings  could be imprwed  i n  t e rms  of j u s t  
p l a i n  management eff ic iency.  And they produced a r e p o r t  which 
you've probably seen  somew here. 

Morris: Right. I t  was ve ry  usef ul i n  o u r  work. 

Smith: Y e s ,  I would think. 

Morris : It goes department by department. 



Smith: Right. I th ink  they implemented some ve ry  h igh  percentage of t h e  
rec~mmendatior..; of t h a t  repor t .  A s  I remember there was something 
l i k e  1.600 recommendations and they implemented 1.200 o r  1,300. 
something 1 ike tha t .  

Morris:  R i g h t  The guy from Chicago who was t h e  consu l t an t  on it [Warren 
King] s a i d  i t  was more recommendations than  any o t h e r  p r o j e c t  t h a t  
he's worked o n *  

Smith: Yes, t h a t w e r e a c t u a l l y  implemented. 

Morris: W e l l ,  and h e  made t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  some t h e  governor can do by 
execu t ive  order,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of recommendations t h a t  t a k e  
1 egi sl ative-- 

Smith: That  r e q u i r e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  And t h a t ' s  what  r e a l l y  bogs s o  many 
th ings  down 

Morris:  Were t h e r e  some l e g i s l a t o r s  t h a t  you  were comfor tab le  w i t h  t a l k i n g  
t o  about  some of t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  needed doing? 

Smith: Oh, sure.  But t h a t  p rocess  i s  s o  unwieldy. 

Morris:  The t a s k  f o r c e  process? 

Smith: No, no, t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  process  i s  s o  unwieldy. And again,  it's 
nobody's f au l t .  I t  was  j u s t  p a r t  of t he  system where you have the  
s e p a r a t i o n  of powers arrangement and where you  have t h a t  many 
people involved. You have two  houses, you have p o l i t i c s  involved, 
and you  have money involved, r e sou rces  and s o  o n  I suppose i n  one 
s ense  you could say it 's amazing any th ing  g e t s  done. 

Morris:  M r .  Deukmejian c a r r i e d  t h e  governor's t a x  l e g i s l a t i o n  Was t h a t  
coincidence because h e  was on a t a x  committee, o r  were t h e r e  people 
who had become acquain ted  w i t h  him? 

Smith: No, h e w a s  j u s t - -wha twashe ,  m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r  then?  

Morris: No, bu t  h e  was i n  t h e  s t a t e  senate.  

Smith: He was i n  t h e  s t a t e  sena te ,  b u t  h e  was-- 

Morris:  H e  was on t h e  j u d i c i a r y  committee and-- 

Smith: No, he c a r r i e d  t h i s  because h e  was the l o g i c a l  person t o  ca r ry  it. 

* See  in te rv iew wi th  King i n  t h i s  s e r i e s .  



Morris: Yes. And then  through t h a t  process  became somebody c lose?  

Smith: No, I don't t h i n k  any p a r t i c u l a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  developed a s  a 
r e s u l t  of t h a t ,  i f  you're t a l k i n g  about  t he  pa th  from t h e r e  t o  
where h e  i s  now. 

Morris : Yes, o r  j  u s t  i n  t e rms  of somebody t h a t  t h e r e  was confidence i n  i n  
t e rms  of l e g i s l a t i v e  process. 

Smith : Oh, yes. They always had confidence i n  him, and he  was ve ry  
coopera t ive  and  very  he lpfu l .  

J u d i c i a l  Appointments 

Morris:  Would you have been involved i n  t h ings  l i k e  d i s cus s ions  about  t h e  
process  of appo in t ing  judges? 

Smith: Very much so. This  major  appointments  t a s k  force ,  so-called, which 
i s  j  u s t  a l a b e l  s lapped on the  group when they performed t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  func t ion ,  cont inued t o  be a c t i v e  and i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
appointments  a s  they took p lace  dur ing  t h e  term. For example, 
t h e r e  a r e  s p o t s  1 ike  t h e  Pub1 i c  U t i l i t i e s  Commission t h a t  e x p i r e  
w e r y  now and then by law, and t h e  q u e s t i o n  is, whom does t h e  
governor appoin t  t o  f i l l  those  vacancies .  And of course,  a s  f a r  a s  
judges a r e  concerned, a governor i n  t h i s  s t a t e  w i l l  appo in t  
approximately 100 judges a year. 

Morris:  Good heavens! Because of r e t i r e m e n t  o r  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t he  numbers of 
j udge s. 

Smith: Well, both. Everything. And t h a t  means t h a t ,  you know, a two-term 
g w e r n o r  w i l l  appo in t  maybe 800 judges. That's a l o t  of judges. 
We s e t  up a system whereby t h e r e  was a committee, very informal ,  
and unpubl ic ized,  made up of l e a d i n g  judges, l e a d i n g  lawyers ,  and  
l e a d i n g  l a y  c i t i z e n s .  The most v a l u a b l e  were r e a l l y  t h e  j udges 
because t h e  judges knew more l awyer s  and t h e i r  q u a l i t i e s  than  
e i t h e r  t h e  l awyer s  o r  t h e  l aymen  The laymen r e a l l y  were n o t  of 
much help,  j u s t  because they didn ' t  have t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  The 
j  udges were t h e  most va luable .  But t h e s e  were s e t  up-- 

Morris : From t h e  a p p e l l a t e  l w e l ,  maybe? 

Smith: Well, a p p e l l a t e  l e v e l ,  o r  trial l w e l  a s  w e l l .  They had t h e s e  
groups t h a t  were s e t  up i n  each county. 

Morr is :  Attached t o  t h e  b a r  a s s o c i a t i o n ?  



Smith: No, independent. They would j u s t  a d v i s e  t he  governor. I t  was j u s t  
an  in£ormal ,nechanism t o  adv i se  t h ~  governor. The governor a lways 
s e n t  h i s  recommendations t o  t he  b a r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a f t e r  they were 
made. 

Morr is :  And of course t h a t  was a  cont inu ing  process .  

Smith: Youwere cons tan t ly  looking  f o r  new names t o  pu t  i n t o  t h e  pot. 
Yes, i t  was a  continuous process. Now t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  
group d idn ' t  i nvo lve  themselves  much i n  t h i s  process, because i t  
was p r i m a r i l y  a  f u n c t i o n  invo lv ing  a  l e g a l  background. I was t h e  
only lawyer,  s o  I became involved i n  t h a t  f u n c t i o n  The o t h e r s  had 
no real i n t e r e s t ,  involvement o r  background t o  handle  that .  

Morris : What k ind  of c r i t e r i a  d id  your  j u d i c i a l  appointment group work from 
o r  w olve?  

Smith : Well, f i r s t  of a l l ,  qua1 i f  i c a  t i o n s  and background, t a l e n t ,  a b i l i t y ,  
what ' s  c a l l e d  j u d i c i a l  temperament. 

Morris : What' s j u d i c i a l  temperament? 

Smith: Well, some j u d g e s w h e n t h e y  b e c o m e j u d g e s g e t w h a t  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  
i n  t h e  p ro fe s s ion  a s  " rob i t i s , "  d e r i v i n g  from t h e i r  j u d i c i a l  robes,  
where t h e  power goes t o  t h e i r  head and they j u s t  r e a l l y  don't have 
t h e  temperament t o  j udge i m p a r t i a l l y  and p r e s i d e  i n  a n  wen-handed 
way. You t r y  t o  avoid j udges who have t h a t  d i f f i c u l t y .  Sometimes 
you n w e r  know. You j u s t  don't know u n t i l  they g e t  t h e r e  how 
they ' re  going t o  behave. By and l a r g e  w e  we re  ve ry  lucky. During 
the  governor's term I th ink  w e  appointed r e a l l y  a n  ou t s t and ing  
group, gene ra l l y  recognized t o  be such by both Republicans and 
Democrats. 

Morris:  I understand t h a t  some people found Donald Wright tu rned  o u t  t o  be 
no t  what they expected when h e  was appointed t o  t he  s t a t e  supreme 
cou r t .  Was h e  one who g o t  r o b i t i s ?  

Smith: That's a  v a s t  understatement .  I n  my view and t h a t  of many o t h e r  
involved i n  t h e  process,  t h i s  appointment was t h e  w o r s t  of any made 
by t h e  governor du r ing  h i s  two terms. Wright  had worked w i t h  us  i n  
j u d i c i a l  appointments  f o r  s e v e r a l  years ,  knew what t h e  governor's 
j u d i c i a l  philosophy was and mis led  us  i n t o  b e l i w i n g  t h a t  he 
subscr ibed  t o  t h a t  philosophy. For example, when h e  sought t h e  
appointment,  which he ob ta ined  i n  my view through d e c e i t f u l  means, 
h e  t o l d  m e  pe r sona l ly  t h a t  he  was i n  f a v o r  of t h e  dea th  penalty.  
When t h e  f i r s t  case came be fo re  t he  c o u r t  a f t e r  h i s  appointment  h e  
n o t  only voted a g a i n s t  i t  but  w r o t e  t h e  o p i n i o n  I n  h i s  case  it 
was n o t  a  m a t t e r  of r o b i t i s  b u t  of i n t e g r i t y .  
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Of course, there ' s  no way of knowing how a person w i l l  make 
dec i s ions  once they ' re  >n t h e  court ;  probably they don't know 
themselves  when they're f i r s t  appointed. E a r l  Warren i s  probably 
t h e  b e s t  known example of that .  And there ' s  [Byron R ]  White-- 
t h e r e  a r e  people who a r e  probably say ing  t h a t  he's n e t  making 
d e c i s i o n s  a s  John Kennedy would have wanted. 

What k inds  of q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o r  recommendations made Wil l iam Clark 
t h e  person t o  appoin t  i n  19731 

That was a d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r  a l toge ther .  B i l l  Clark was execu t ive  
s ec re t a ry ,  s o  he was i n t i m a t e l y  involved w i t h  t h e  governor on a 
d a i l y  bas i s .  He was one of t h e  two o r  t h r ee  people c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  
governor i n  Sacramento. 

I was n o t  much involved w i t h  Clark's appointment. That d i d  
n o t  go through the  r e g u l a r  process. Governor Reagan knew him s o  
w e l l  t h a t  h e  didn ' t  need any recommendation from our sc reen ing  
group. 

Did you have some s o r t  of gu ide l ines  a s  t o  how many Democrats and 
h m  many Republicans you would appoin t?  

No, we didn ' t  have any quotas  o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t ha t .  J u d i c i a l  
philosophy, of course, was important .  [ smi les ]  But I'd say we 
appointed, o r  t h e  governor appointed, somew he re  between twenty and 
twenty-f ive percent  Democrats. 

I n  t h e  s i x t i e s  t h e r e  was a l s o  i n  t h e  a i r  t h e  concern t h a t  t h e r e  be 
w omen and m i n o r i t i e s ,  b lack  and Hispanic  and whatnot  appointed. 
Was t h a t  a f a c t o r  in--? 

Yes, it was always a f ac to r .  You a lways  t r i e d  t o  balance it. But 
du r ing  those days the  pools  f rom which women and m i n o r i t i e s  could 
be chosen were  so  s m a l l .  There weren't  very  many women l awyer s  t o  
s t a r t  w i th ,  t o  say no th ing  about-- 

They were s t i l l  i n  l a w  school.  [chuckles]  

--women l awyer s  who had reached the  p o i n t  where they'd q u a l i f i e d  t o  
become j udges. And t h e  same t h i n g  was t r u e  of mino r i t i e s .  

I see.  How abou t  the dwelopment-- 

But we were always l ook ing  f o r  them. That's t r ue ,  and t h a t ' s  t r u e  
i n  Washington You know, they t a l k  about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
s o  few women and s o  few minor i t i es .  The f a c t  is, t h e r e  are.  But 
t h e r e  a r e  ve ry  good reasons  f o r  it. We l e a n  over backwards t o  t r y  
t o  f i n d  them, but  t h e  pool i s  s m a l l  and those  t h a t  have t h e  
compat ib le  j u d i c i a l  philosophy makes i t  w e n  smaller. And we 
n e i t h e r  he re  nor t h e r e  appointed people  j u s t  because they were 



Smith: women o r  mino r i t i e s .  [P re s iden t  James E.] Carter,  I th ink ,  did. 
We d id  not. We searched out  people who had t h e  q u a l i f  ic, ,  t i o n s  and 
found j u s t  a s  many m i n o r i t i e s  and women a s  we could f i n d ,  and d i d  
q u i t e  w e l l .  But t h e  numbers a r e  s m a l l .  But t h a t ' s  no t  because of 
a l a c k  of e f f o r t .  Of course, t he  people on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  l i k e  t o  
ha rp  on those  f igures .  They k n m  a s  w e l l  a s  we do what  t h e  reason  
is, and they're p e r f e c t l y  l e g i t i m a t e  reasons.  I'd say we probably 
engaged i n  more af f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  those--and n o t  j u s t  f o r  
judges,  b u t  f o r  appoin tees  generally--as anybody eve r  had. But we 
d idn ' t  compromise f o r  t h a t  purpose. ' 

Morris: On t h e  j u d i c i a l  philosophy, i s  t h i s  t h e  view t h a t  one should pay 
l e s s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  of s o c i e t y  and more t o  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  of t h e  law? 

Smith: No, t h a t ' s  a c u r r e n t  d i s t o r t i o n  It's a hard  concept t o  g e t  a c r o s s  
excep t  i n  s imple  terms, and s imple  te rms  don't mean t o o  much The 
genera l  i d e a  was t o  g e t  away from j udges who made law a s  
d i s t i ngu i shed  from i n t e r p r e t i n g  i t  and apply ing  it. 

Morris:  Would you g ive  me an example? Because I do f i n d  t h a t  a hard 
concept to-- 

Smith: Well, i t 's  both easy and hard. Because w i thou t  any doubt t h e r e  a r e  
gray areas .  I would say t h e  Rose Bird [ ch i e f  J u s t i c e  of t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme] c o u r t  i s  a c l a s s i c  example of a c o u r t  t h a t  s e t  
i t s e l f  up a s  a n  une lec ted  l e g i s l a t u r e .  And i t  j u s t ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  
of what  t h e  law was, imposed i t s  own v i ews  upon society.  The dea th  
pena l ty  i s  c e r t a i n l y  an  example, which u l t i m a t e l y  was the  demise of 
t h a t  court ,  which was a very happy r e s u l t  i n  t h e  view of a l o t  of 
us. Because you had a separa te ,  independent l e g i s l a t u r e ,  beholden 
t o  nobody. I f  they made a mistake only they could c o r r e c t  it. 
Through t h e  r e g u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  process,  i f  a mis take  i s  made you 
can v o t e  those  people ou t  of o f f ice .  You can't  do t h a t  w i t h  t h e  
j ud i c i a ry .  

I remember, f o r  example, one s i t ua t i on - - th i s  goes way back- 
where a t  t h e  very t ime  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was deba t ing  whether  t o  pass  
a law which would p r o h i b i t  apartment-house owners from l i m i t i n g  t h e  
r e n t a l s  of t h e i r  apa r tmen t s  t o  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  d id  n o t  have 
chi ldren--at  t h e  very  t ime  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was deba t ing  t h a t ,  t h a t  
i s s u e  was presented t o  t he  [Ca l i fo rn i a ]  supreme court .  And i n s t e a d  
of d e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a s  i t  should have done, i t  decided 
t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

Morris:  I see. Even though they knew t h a t  t h e r e  was a p i ece  of l e g i s l a t i o n  
pending. 

Smith: Yes. But whether  they d id  o r  not, i t  wasn't t h e i r  bus ines s  t o  make 
t h a t  law. Their bus ines s  was t o  i n t e r p r e t  and apply l a w s  t h a t  had 
a l r eady  been made by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  And s o  



Smith: t o  the  e x t e n t  t h a t  judges do t h i s ,  they a r e  i n  e f fec t - I  don't 
t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t o o  s t r o n g  a  term--destroying r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
government. 

Morris:  That 's  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  where we a r e  now, where what one 
i s  hea r ing  i s  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o t  ac t i ng ,  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  
people  o r  groups of c i t i z e n s  a r e  i n t roduc ing  more and more 
i n i t i a t i v e  measures. 

Smith: Well, t h a t ' s  a n  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  quest ion,  because an  
i n i t i a t i ve - - and  t h a t ' s  t r ue ,  I th ink  t h a t  i s  true--but a n  
i n i t i a t i v e  measure i s  p a r t  of t h e  democrat ic  process,  a s  i s  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n  o t h e r  words, i t 's only i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  where a  
c o u r t  should a c t  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of what t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  has  done. 
And t h a t  h a s  t o  do w i t h  the  p r o t e c t i o n  of r i g h t s  guaranteed by t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  Now of course,  t h i s  i s  a n  e n d l e s s  b a t t l e ,  because 
where you draw t h a t  l i n e  i s  very  ha rd  t o  determine; i t 's v e r y  h a r d  
t o  determine. 

So when you t a l k  about  j u d i c i a l  philosophy you're t a l k i n g  i n  
ve ry  genera l  terms, t h a t  gene ra l l y  speaking  w e  wanted a  judge who 
went i n t o  o f f i c e  s t a r t i n g  from a  premise t h a t  h i s  f u n c t i o n  was n o t  
t o  make t h e  law, i t  was t o  apply law a l ready  made and there.  That's 
v e r y  hard t o  do sometimes. You j u s t  r e a l l y  don't know. We've seen 
i t  happen s o  many times on t h e  U.S. Supreme Court where people have 
gone i n  assuming t h a t  they were going t o  a c t  i n  a  c e r t a i n  way and 
they a c t e d  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y .  Maybe even they didn't  know they 
were going t o  a c t  d i f f e r e n t l y  u n t i l  they g o t  there.  

Morris : O r  u n t i l  they d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  f a c t s  of s p e c i f i c  cases  brought t o  them? 

Smith: W e l l ,  yes,  and t h a t ' s  t h e i r  business ,  of course.  

Morris : Speaking hypo the t i ca l l y  i n  t h e  apar tment  house case, given t h e  
s e p a r a t i o n  of powers, how does t h e  c o u r t  say t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o t  
doing what i t  should? 

Smith: They don't say tha t .  That's n o t  how they go a t  it. They w i l l  
e i t h e r  develop a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t ,  which r e a l l y  i s  t h e  w o r s t  
s i n ,  because t h e n  the re ' s  no  way t o  change it, you know, i f  it 's 
wrong. There's a b s o l u t e l y  no  way t o  change i t  i f  i t ' s  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  The l e g i s l a t u r e  can't  change i t  i f  they f i n d  i t  
t h a t  way. O r  they w i l l  j u s t  f ind--in t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  case  I t h i n k  
they app l i ed  t h e  Unruh [Publ ic  Accomodations] Act. I may be wrong, 
b u t  i f  i t  wasn't  t h e  Unruh Act i t  was some a c t  l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  had 
no th ing  t o  do w i t h  t h i s  subject .  But they i n t e r p r e t e d  i t  s o  
broadly a s  t o  apply t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  which was no th ing  more t han  
j u s t  p l a i n  making law. 

Morris:  I can  see  where i t ' s  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  engages many lawyers  wer a  l o t  
of time. 



Smith: Oh, sure.  Well, a c t u a l l y  i t  was p a r t  of t he  [ ~ o b e r t l  Bork 
nominat ion squabble, t h a t  i s sue ,  and on and on. 

Morris:  Could i t  have come up i n  a  Democratic admin i s t r a t i on ,  o r  was t h i s  
p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  k inds  of--? 

Smith: Oh no, it comes up i n  any a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Except t h a t  by and l a r g e  
t h e  Democratic adminis t ra t ions--or  n o t  Democratic adminis t ra t ions- -  
but t h e r e  a r e  so  many Democrats who l i k e  t h e  r e s u l t s  t h e  c o u r t s  
have been producing, and therefore ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  advocate  more power 
t o  t h e  j ud i c i a ry .  The po in t  I 've  made i s  t h a t  i f  t h e  same groups, 
t h e  Lawrence Tr ibes  of t h e  world,  d idn ' t  l i k e  t h e  results t h e  c o u r t s  
were  producing, then  they would be t a k i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  
Republicans by and l a r g e  take. Namely the  c o u r t s  should n o t  be  
expansive, and t h a t  they should be apply ing  t h e  law i n s t e a d  of mak- 
i n g  it. So t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  i t  depends on whose ox i s  be ing  gored. 

Morris:  Right. So t h a t  over  t ime  you could suppose t h a t  a  s i m i l a r  body of 
d i s cus s ion  might a r i s e ,  coming from another  p o i n t  on t he  p o l i t i c a l  
spectrum. 

Smith: Oh, yes. I f  you've g o t  a  Supreme Court which s t a r t s  r e a l l y  
t i g h t e n i n g  up and saying, t ha t ' s  Congress's func t ion ,  it 's n o t  
ours, and i f  t he se  very  same people don't l i k e  t h a t ,  then those  
same people  w i l l  s t a r t  changing t h e i r  v i ewpo in t  about  whether  a  
j udge should make law o r  j u s t  apply it. 

Morris:  When you're t a l k i n g  about  t h e  United S t a t e s  Supreme Court, t h e  
members of t h e  c o u r t  have t o  decide whether  o r  n o t  t o  hea r  a  case. 
Tha t ' s  a  s p e c i f i c  a c t .  I n  t h e  s t a t e  cour t  process-- 

Smith: Same th ing .  

Morris:  - the s t a t e  c o u r t  can r e f u s e  t o  h e a p -  

Smith : Supreme cour t .  

Morris:  - s t a t e  supreme c o u r t  can r e f u s e  t o  h e a r  a  case. Is t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  
a t  which they say, we r e f u s e  t o  accep t  this-- 

Smith: Oh no, no. 

Morris:  -because we f e e l  t h i s  should be d e a l t  w ith-- 

Smith: Well, t h a t  could be. Sure, it could be  there.  I t  doesn't have t o  
be t he re ,  but i t  could be. 

Morris: Okay. This  i s  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  ou t  of my 
a r e a  of exper t i se .  I'll l e t  somebody e l s e  come and ask  you about  
t h a t .  



V I  1968 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 

C a l i f o r n i a  Favorite-Son Delega t ion  

Morris: I would l i k e  t o  ask  you about t h e  1968 p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign. I 
understand you t r a v e l e d  w i t h  M r .  Reagan on some of t h e  exp lo ra to ry  
e f f o r t s .  

Smith: Yes. When h e  went i n t o  t h a t  cornrention i t  was r e a l l y  a con te s t  
between Nixon and [Nelson] Rockefel ler .  He had been governor f o r  
less t h a n  a y e a r  and a ha l f .  But everywhere h e  went, he evoked 
such enthusiasm t h a t  i t  s o r t  of became contagious. And I don't 
t h i n k  he  w e r  in tended  t o  run  o r  d e c l a r e  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
nominat ion t h a t  year.  But  he got such r e c e p t i o n s  from t h e  
delegates .  When you go t o  a cornrention, you know, you go around 
and you t a l k  t o  a l l  the  de l ega t ions  and-- 

Morris:  I ' m  t h ink ing  about e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  year.  Didn't h e  go do some 
t r a v e l s  through the  south  and up in--? 

Smith: H e  made speeches around, bu t  h e  wasn't running f o r  anything a t  t h a t  
time. He was j u s t  making speeches around. H e  wasn't o u t  
campaigning f o r  de lega tes ,  n o t  i n  '68. We had a f  avorite-son 
d e l e g a t i o n  here .  I was chairman of it. 

Morris :  On t h e  b a l l o t ?  

Smith: On the  b a l l o t .  

Morris:  And t h a t  p r eva i l ed  over  t h e  Nixon and Rockefe l le r  de l ega t e s?  

Smith: Well, i t  wasn't a Nixon o r  Rockefe l le r  s l a t e .  They would n o t  have 
been foolhardy enough t o  come i n t o  t h i s  s t a t e  and run  a g a i n s t  a-- 

Morris : S i t t i n g  governor. 

Smith: Yes, favori te-son de lega t ion .  So we had Nixon suppor t e r s  and w e  
had Rocke fe l l e r  s u p p o r t e r s  on t h a t  de lega t ion .  



Mor .s : There were some comments t h a t  v a r i o u s  groups, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
south, e a r l y  on had promised t h a t  they would suppor t  M r .  Reagan and 
then  when they go t  t o  t he  convention they ended up v o t i n g  f o r  Mr .  
Nixon--there a r e  people  who th ink  t h a t  t h a t  nominat ion could have 
been pu t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  M r .  Reagan i n  '68. Did you th ink  i t  was 
s e r i o u s ?  

Smith: No, I t h i n k  people  m i x  i t  up w i t h  '76. He wasn't out  campaigning 
f o r  d e l e g a t e s  i n  '68. 

Morris:  H e  may no t  have been. Were some of h i s  adherents-- 

Smith: Oh, t h e r e  might have been people o u t  there.  That's t r ue ,  t h e r e  
might have been people  out t h e r e  who were  ve ry  e n t h u s i a s t i c  about 
him, and s o  o n  And t h e r e  were. I mean, when you ge t  down t o  t h e  
convention, a s  I say, you can go around. We a l l  went around and 
t a l k e d  t o  v a r i o u s  delegat ions.  I t h i n k  had the  s i t u a t i o n  been 
somew h a t  d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e r e  w ould have been a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of 
people  who would have gone f o r  him. He did go o u t  and he  made 
speeches,  bu t  t h e r e  was no campaigning f o r  delegates .  He didn ' t  
d e c l a r e  f o r  t he  presidency a t  all u n t i l ,  I t h ink  i t  was t h e  Monday 
o r  probably Tuesday of convent ion week. 

Nixon and Rocke fe l l e r  Chances -. 

Morris : Why d i d  he do i t  then, do you th ink?  

Smith: Well, t h e r e  a r e  probably s e v e r a l  reasons. One of them was t h e  
remarkable  r e c e p t i o n  he was ge t t i ng ,  v i s i t i n g  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  
de lega t ions .  And t h e  o t h e r  was, w e l l ,  Governor [James] Rhodes 
urged him t o  declare .  

Morr is :  The governor of Ohio? 

Smith: Yes. Now t h e  reason t h a t  Rhodes urged him t o  declare--the po in t  I 
t r i e d  t o  make down there ,  b u t  I don't t h ink  ve ry  succes s fu l ly ,  of 
course--was h e  was hoping t o  s p l i t  t h e  Nixon vote.  I f  Nixon 
dec la red ,  t h a t  would s p l i t  t h e  Nixon vote ,  n o t  t h e  Rockefe l le r  
v o t e .  And Rhodes was a Rockefe l le r  man. 

Morris : So he  was hoping t h a t  i f  he could s t a r t  a Reagan boom, t h a t  would 
i n  t h e  l o n g  run  i n c r e a s e  Rockefe l le r '  s chances. 

Smith: Yes. I t w o u l d  knock down Nixon. 

Morris: I see. And you d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  t h a t  was l i k e l y  t o  happen. 



Smith: Well, I didn ' t  r e a l l y  t h ink  he should declare.  But t h e r e  was 
another  reason why he should, and t h a t  i s  t h e  same reason t h a t  
launched John F. Kennedy. He had a l i t t l e  boom going f o r  him i n  
1956 f o r  v i c e  president .  He w a s  t h e n  a n  unknwn senator.  But h e  
got  a l o t  of p u b l i c i t y  o u t  of tha t .  I t  was '56. And t h a t  r e a l l y  
launched him f o r  t h e  presidency. So you could make t h e  same case 
f o r  Reagan i n  '68. Except f o r  one thing, of course, and t h a t  i s  
whoever was e l e c t e d  i n  '68 was going t o  be t h e r e  f o r  e i g h t  years.  
A t  l e a s t  t h a t  was t h e  a s sumpt ion  That was always t h e  a s sumpt ion  
I n  Kennedy's case, h e  only had f o u r  y e a r s  t o  go, because t h e  of f  i c e  
was going t o  open up i n  1960. 

Morris: Right,  regard less .  

Smith: Yes. 

Morris:  But M r .  Reagan already had a g r e a t  deal  of v i s i b i l i t y  a s  governor 
of C a l i f o r n i a  Going through t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  indexes s t a r t i n g  i n  
January of 1967 t h e r e  a r e  a l l  k inds  of a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  general  
p e r i o d i c a l s  about  Reagan a s  a n a t i o n a l  candidate.  

Smith: Oh, yes. There a r e  two reasons  f o r  that.  One of them is, any 
governor of the  s t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn i a  i s  au toma t i ca l ly  a candidate,  
j u s t  l i k e  any governor of New York is. And secondly, h e  had a 
glamour about  him t h a t  c r ea t ed  a n  i n t e r e s t  f a r  broader than any 
normal p o l i t i c i a n  I mean, h i s  background a s  a n  a c t o r  a lone  was a n  
extremely appea l ing  t h i n g  t o  a l o t  of people. So t h e r e  was no 
q u e s t i o n  about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  was d i f f e r en t .  When h e  moved t o  
Sacramento I can remember r ead ing  t h a t  a l l  the  news s e w i c e s  were 
sending t w i c e  a s  many people t o  cover him i n  Sacramento a s  covered 
any o t h e r  governor up t h e r e  before. There was a genuine n a t i o n a l  
i n t e r e s t .  He was w r i t t e n  up i n  L i f e  magazine, a b i g  spread  i n  L i f e  
magazine, before  t he  primary, which i r r i t a t e d  all of t he  o t h e r  
candidates ,  l i k e  Lock Waters, who i s  now a f e d e r a l  judge, who was 
running t h a t  year. To say noth ing  about  George Christopher,  who 
was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  candidate. This  was fabulous  pub l i c i t y ,  and i t  
was good pub l i c i t y .  I t  was done only because h e  was such a unique 
ind iv idua l  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  scene. 

Morris:  Were t h e r e  some i n  t he  k i t chen  cabine t  group who were no t  t e r r i b l y  
happy wi th  Richard Nixon a s  a Republican p r e s i d e n t i a l  candidate? 

Smith: No, I th ink  the  b i g  concern about  Nixon i n  '68 was whether o r  n o t  
he could w i n  There was heavy doubt among a l o t  of people a s  t o  
whether o r  n o t  Nixon could w i n  Because a f t e r  a l l ,  i t  was only s i x  
y e a r s  a f t e r  he had said,  'You won't have Nixon t o  k i c k  around any 
more," and he couldn't even w i n  the  g w e r n o r s h i p  of t h e  s t a t e  of 
Cal i forn ia ,  l o s t  t h e  presidency. J u s t  a l o t  of people never  
thought  h e  could w i n  And there ' s  a good chance he could no t  have, 
had i t  no t  been f o r  what happened a t  t h e  Democratic convention t h a t  
year .  



Morris:  The t r o u b l e s  i n  Chicago? 

Smith: Yes .  So t h a t  was a  ve ry  genuine concern  And t h a t  was t h e  
concern. 

Personal  Secur i ty  

Morris:  I came a c r o s s  a  couple of comments and d i scus s ions  of t h e  '68 
campaign, t h a t  t h e r e  was v e r y  heavy s e c u r i t y  f o r  M r .  and  Mrs. 
Reagan Was t h e r e  more on v i s i t s  t o  o the r  s t a t e s  t han  i n  
Sacramento? 

Smith: No, it wasn't--he h a d h i s o w n  secur i ty .  But t h e h e a v y  s e c u r i t y  was 
because of t he  t h r e a t s  of t h e  Jane  Fondas and company. A s  a  m a t t e r  
of f a c t ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I e v e r  smelled t e a r  gas was a t  one of--I 
guess  i t  was t h e  '72 convention, n o t  t h e  '68 o n e  It could have 
been t h e  '68 one, bu t  t h e r e  were  a l l  k inds  of t h r e a t s  and 
o rgan iza t ions  p u t  t oge the r  by, w e l l ,  you remember, t h e  Chicago 
Seven t h a t  d i s rup t ed  t h e  Democratic [convention],  and t h e r e  were  
a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  Republican [convention] a s  w e l l .  %e group 
was l e d  by Jane  Fonda in ,  I guess  t h a t  w a s  '72. Maybe she  d i d  i t  
i n  '68, t oo ,  I don ' t  know. B u t  t h i s  was  t h e  p e r i o d  of t h e  F r e e  
Speech Movement and a l l  of t h e  dis turbances,  upr i s ings ,  and 
violence.  So I th ink  everybody down t h e r e  had secur i ty .  I know w e  
had a l o t  of s e c u r i t y  i n  ' 72  f o r  t h a t  r ea son .  

Morris:  More than  was r e g u l a r l y  a v a i l a b l e  o r  r e g u l a r l y  l a i d  on i n  
Sacramento, j u s t  i n  going about  t h e  r e g u l a r -  

Smith: Oh yes,  b u t  it didn ' t  apply j u s t  t o  Reagan I t  app l i ed  t o  
everybody a t  t h e  convention. 

Morris:  Yes. And i t  seemed t o  be p o l i t i c a l  r a t h e r  than  somebody making a n  
a t t empt  a t  doing phys ica l  harm? 

Smith: Well, t h e r e  was a  l i t t l e  of each. There was a c t u a l l y  phys ica l  
t u r m o i l  down there.  That's why I say, they used t e a r  gas  a t  one 
po in t ,  and i t  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime I ' d  e v e r  smelled it. 

Morris: And you don' t f o r g e t  it, do you? 

Smith: No, y o u  don ' t  f o r g e t  it. So i t  w a s  a  l i t t l e  l i k e  a [u.c] r e g e n t s '  
meeting, surrounded and noisy  and  r e b e l l i o u s  and some times v i o l e n t .  



V I I  EARLY EXPERIENCES AS UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA REGENT 

Appointment i n  1968 

Morris:  Were you appoin ted  t o  t h e  r e g e n t s  be fo re  o r  a f t e r - t h a t  was a l s o  i n  
'68 t h a t  you went on t h e  U.C. Board of Regents. 

Smith: That  was December of '68,  a f t e r  t h e  convention. 

Morris : Af te r  you had surv ived  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  wars? 

Smith: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Only t hen  t h e r e  were some more. [chuckles]  

Morris:  What k ind  of conversat ions d id  you and  M r .  Reagan have about  your  
accep t ing  appointment t o  t h e  U. C. Regents? 

Smith: Well, t h e r e  r e a l l y  wasn't ve ry  much H e  j u s t  asked m e  t o  f i l l  t h e  
vacancy c r ea t ed  when Buff [ ~ o r o t h y  Buffum] Chandler retired. I 
s a i d  I'd be honored t o  do so. That was about  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  [ l augh te r ]  

Morr is :  That's s h o r t  and t o  t h e  point!  Now, how come you  f e l t  you were 
a b l e  t o  t ake  t h a t  appointment  when you hadn't  f e l t  you c su ld  j o i n  
t h e  admin i s t r a t i on?  

Smith: Oh, because t h i s  was no t  a  fu l l - t ime-- i t  tu rned  ou t  t o  be a lmos t  
fu l l - t ime ,  o r  could have been l a t e r  on when I became cha i rman But 
t h a t  doesn't r e q u i r e  you t o  mwe t o  Sacraments, it doesn't r e q u i r e  
you t o  give up your p r i n c i p a l  occupat ion o r  any th ing  l i k e  t ha t .  
It's a par t - t ime  p o s i t i o n  So a s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h a t  f i t  i n  
ve ry  n i ce ly .  



Student Activism: 1966 Campaign I ssue ,  Continuing Headl ines  

Morris:  And a t  t h a t  po in t  were t h e  regents '  meetings i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of 
the  s t a t e ,  s o  sometimes they were h e r e  i n  t h e  Los Angeles a r e a ?  

Smith: A t  t h a t  time they r o t a t e d  between Berkeley and Los Angeles. No, as 
a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  more than  tha t .  .They r e a l l y  r o t a t e d  them on a l l  
t h e  campuses, because t h a t ' s  where so  many of t h e  d i s tu rbances  came 
from. I th ink  one of t h e  reasons  Buff Chandler r e t i r e d  a  couple of 
y e a r s  be fo re  h e r  t e r m  expi red  was because s h e  probably g o t  f e d  up 
w i t h  t h e  rough s t u f f  t h a t  was t ak ing  p l ace  on the  campuses. 
Actual ly ,  t o  g e t  t o  a  regents '  meeting you were j o s t l e d  and pushed 
and a l l  t h i s  s o r t  of thing. It i s  h a r d  t o  r e v i s i t  those  days, b u t  
they were tough. Actual ly ,  one of t h e  reasons  w e  stopped v i s i t i n g  
a l l  t h e  campuses was tha t .  L a t e r  on i t  was r e i n s t i t u t e d ,  bu t  w e  
f i n a l l y  had t o  l e a v e  Berkeley. My f i r s t  regents '  meeting was i n  
t h e  regents '  room a t  Un ive r s i t y  H a l l  i n  Berkeley, which had s e a t i n g  
f o r  maybe twenty o r  t h i r t y  people. And t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  regents '  
meet ings grew s o  d rama t i ca l l y  t h a t  w e  mwed off  t he  campus, 
a c t u a l l y ,  and. i n t o  t h a t  s i t e  a t  Laguna--what do you c a l l  t h a t ?  

Morris:  I n  San Franc isco?  

Smith: Yes, i t  was on Laguna S t r e e t .  

Morris : Oh, t h e  U. C. Extension. 

Smith: The Extens ion  center.  And down h e r e  t h e  same thing,  t h e  ex t ens ion  
c e n t e r  here. So we r o t a t e d  between those  two loca t ions .  Because 
t h a t  way you could p r w i d e  more s ecu r i t y ,  more access,  and i t  was 
l a r g e r  i n  terms of space a v a i l a b l e  and s o  on. 

Morr is :  When you came on t h e  regents ,  was t h e  controversy a l ready  going 
about  whether o r  n o t  Qa rk  Kerr should remain a s  p re s iden t?  

Smith: No, t h a t  had been l o n g  s i n c e  resolved.  

Morris : He' d  a l r eady  1 e f t .  

Smith: That  happened a t  t h e  very  f i r s t  meet ing t h a t  Governor Reagan 
at tended.  And Gwernor  Reagan had a b s o l u t e l y  no th ing  whatever  t o  
do w i t h  it. 

Morris:  Real ly? 

Smith: But because i t  happened a t  t h e  f i r s t  meet ing h e  at tended,  n a t u r a l l y  
all the  p r e s s  and everybody assumed t h a t  h e  marched i n  t h e r e  and- 



Smith: - to  d o w i t h  t h e f i r i n g  of Q a r k K e r r .  That was accomplished by 
t h e  t hen  e x i s t i n g  Board of Regents; t h a t  is, t h e  Board of Regents 
a s  i t  e x i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime  he  was w e n  e lec ted .  Because t h e  
board appa ren t ly  had become d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  him  e err] , and t h e  
foundat ion  f o r  t h a t  a c t i o n  had been taken  by t h e  t hen  e x i s t i n g  
board t h a t  he  [Reagan] had had noth ing  t o  do wi th ,  I mean i n  terms 
of appointing. And t h a t ' s  t h e  f a c t .  

Morris : He wouldn' t have had any advance-- 

Smith: I don ' t  w e n  t h i n k  he knew i t  was going t o  h a p p e n a t  t h a t  meeting. 

Morris:  Had some of t h e  f r i e n d s  and a s s o c i a t e s  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  cab ine t  been 
th ink ing  t h a t  Kerr should go? 

Smith: Oh, t h e r e  was g r e a t  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  what was going on on t h e  
U.C campuses. A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  i f  you may remember, t h a t  was 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i s s u e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  campaign. And s o  t h e r e  was no 
q u e s t i o n  about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  p u b l i c  thought, o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  
l a r g e  ma jo r i t y  of them thought, and t h e  Reagan group thought, t h a t  a 
l o t  needed t o  be done there.  That's probably one of t h e  pr ime 
reasons why it was assumed t h a t  when he  showed up a t  t h e  f i r s t  
meeting, h e  f i r e d  Kerr. 

But t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  is, he  couldn't  have done i t  w e n  i f  
he'd wanted to. H e  didn ' t  have any cont ro l  ave r  t hose  regents .  
They were a l l  independent. H e  hadn't appointed any of them. So he  
couldn't  have done i t  w e n  if-he had one v o t e  o u t  of twenty-four. 

Morr is :  Well, i t ' s  k ind  of f i r s t  amongst equals .  

Smith: Well, i t ' s  s t i l l  one vo t e .  

Morris : Right. 

Smith: And h e  had n o t  appointed any of t h e  members of t h e  board a t  t h a t  
p o i n t .  So t h e r e ' s  no  way he c o u l d  h a v e  done i t ,  w e n  i f  he'd 
wanted to. But t h e  f a c t  of t h e  m a t t e r  is, w h a t w e r  he may have 
wanted t o  s e e  happen--and I ' m  s u r e  he  was anyth ing  bu t  unhappy 
about i t - - the f a c t  is ,  he had no th ing  t o  do w i t h  it. 

Morris:  Did he cont inue  t o  come t o  regents '  meet ings f r e q u e n t l y  when you 
were on t h e  board? 

Smith: Yes, very  much so. Actually,  it's hard  t o  remember i t  now, bu t  
t h a t ' s  where a l l  t h e  a c t i o n  was. 

Morris:  A t  r egen t s '  meetings? 



Smith: I n  those  days a  regents '  meet ing was front-page news every s i n g l e  
t i m e .  We used t o  f r e t  over  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  somebody threw a rock 
through a  window, you'd g e t  headl ines .  I f  you debated a  ten-year 
medical  school plan, you wouldn't g e t  a  mention. And t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
i t  went. I t  was l i t e r a l l y  so-now you r ead  about  a  regents '  
meet ing once i n  a  w h i l e  but  n o t  ve ry  often. But i n  t hose  days i t  
was front-page news every s i n g l e  time. 

Morris:  Did you g e t  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  d i s cus s ion  wer s tuden t  a c t i v i s m  was 
outweighing the  k inds  of dec i s ions  t h a t  you 've mentioned? 

Smith: Oh, wi thout  any quest ion,  f o r  years.  For y e a r s  dur ing  t h a t  per iod  
we d e a l t  w i t h  all of t h i s  t r i v i a  and nonsense. You had t o  s o r t  of 
push a s i d e  t h e  hos t  of i s s u e s  t h a t  were c rea t ed  because of t h i s ,  i n  
o rde r  t o  g e t  t o  the  k inds  of i s s u e s  w e  should have been dea l ing  
wi th .  

The Angela Davis Mat te r  

Morris : F a c i l i t i e s  planning and academic- 

Smith: All  t h e  t h i n g s  we're doing now. Take Angela Davis. My god, t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  was t aken  up on t h a t  case--endless. I was r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  that .  Nobody eve r  would have heard of Angela Davis i f  i t  
hadn' t been f o r  me. [ l augh te r ]  

Morris:  Rea l ly?  Did you f e e l  she shouldn ' t  be  allawed t o  l e c t u r e  a t  UCLA? 

Smith: I shouldn ' t  have put i t  t h a t  way. I l e f t  t h e  room f o r  about f i v e  
minutes,  I t h ink  t o  make a  phone c a l l .  I f  t h a t  phone c a l l  had been 
t e n  minutes  i n s t e a d  of f i v e  minutes, nobody eve r  would have heard 
of Angela Davis. Because when I came back i n  they had j u s t  about  
decided t h e  issue.  And I asked a  q u e s t i o n  I sa id ,  'Don't w e  have 
a  bylaw which says  t h a t  anybody who's a  member of t h e  Communist 
par ty  cannot be--" something, a  f a c u l t y  member o r  have tenure,  
whatever  i t  was. 

Morris:  You s i g n  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  when you go t o  work f o r  t h e  
un ive r s i t y .  I didn '  t r e a l i z e  i t  was a  bylaw of t he  u n i v e r s i t y .  

Smith: No, it was a  bylaw a t  t h a t  t i m e .  And s h e  was an  acknowledged 
member of t h e  Communist par ty  o r  a  communist, I don't know; 
whatever  i t  was. So I sa id ,  'Well, now, w a i t  a  minute. Whatever 
t h e  v i r t u e  of t h a t  bylaw is, i f  i t 's  on the  books i t  seems t o  m e  w e  
should e i t h e r  enforce  i t  o r  repea l  it. We a s  a  governing body 
cannot have a  p rov i s ion  i n  the bylaws and j u s t  w i l l y - n i l l y  i g n o r e  
it." And t h a t  s o r t  of go t  t h e  t r a i n  of t h e  t h i n g  going i n  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n  Nobody was w i l l i n g  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t o  deba te  whether  t h e  
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bylaw should be changed o r  not. Bes ides  t h a t ,  i t  r e q u i r e s  a 
c e r t a i n  procedure, no t ice ,  and eve ry th ing  e l s e .  But everybody 
agreed  t h a t  s i n c e  i t 's  there ,  we ought  t o  en fo rce  it. That's what  
t h r u s t  Angela Davis on t h e  scene. 

Well, how d i d  a m a t t e r  of a v i s i t i n g  l e c t u r e r ' s  r e t e n t i o n  g e t  t o  
t h e  Board of Regents l e v e l  anyhow? I thought  t h a t  t h a t  u sua l ly  w a s  
handled a t  a specif ic--  

Well, t h e  q u e s t i o n  came up of whether  o r  n o t  h e r  c o n t r a c t  should be 
renewed. And t h e r e  were e lements  on t h e  U U A  f a c u l t y  who thought  
i t  should n o t  be, because they didn ' t  t h ink  s h e  was qua l i f i ed .  I 
c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  how it got  t o  t h e  r egen t s .  

The f a c u l t y  s e n a t e  doesn' t dea l  w i th  t h ings  l i k e  t h a t ?  

Well, they normally do. 

Yes. 

But t h e s e  weren' t normal times. 

So t h a t  t h e  Board of Regents i n  some cases  s e rves  a s  a review of-- 

Well, they had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  do i t  any t i m e .  The only reason 
t h a t  t h e  f a c u l t y  does i t  i s  because t h e  r egen t s  de lega ted  i t  t o  t h e  
Academic Senate. They could r e v e r s e  t h a t  any time. But they ' re  
n o t  l i k e l y  to. But i n  any case  I don't know e x a c t l y  how t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  case go t  up there.  Probably because i t  was h igh  p r o f i l e  
and c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  

And a h o t  potato.  Nobody wanted t o  be respons ib le .  

That's r i g h t .  That's probably how i t  got  up there.  Everybody 
wanted t o  take  t h e  easy way out,  which was t o  renew t h e  c o n t r a c t  
and avoid a fuss .  But I didn ' t  t h ink  t h a t  was t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  
do. 

But some people a t  U U A  f e l t  t h e  same way you d i d  and urged t h a t  i t  
go f o m a r d  t o  t h e  r egen t s?  

Well, I can't  be s u r e  of that.  I know t h e r e  were c e r t a i n l y  
d i f f e r e n c e s  of opinion. Although the  chance l lor ' s  v i ewpo in t  was i t  
should be renewed. But I th ink  t h a t  was because he  wanted t o  take  
t he  easy  way out .  

Tha t  was M r .  [Char les  E. ] Young a t  t h a t  time? 

Smith: Yes. 



Morris: Had o t h e r  r egen t s  bes ide  Mrs. Chandler res igned  from t h e  Board of 
Regents r a t h e r  than  s t a y  around f o r  ,111 this s o c i a l  a c t i v i s u ?  

Smith: NQ, I don ' t  t h i n k  so. I t h i n k  s h e  was  t h e  on ly  one. Q u i t e  a w h i l e  
l a t e r ,  but  f o r  a d i f f e r e n t  reason, Phil--I'm so bad on names. He'd 
been r e g e n t  f o r  a long, l ong  t i m e .  I th ink  j u s t  f o r  personal  
reasons  not  connected w i t h  t h i s ,  q u i t e  a few y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Phil-- 

Morris : I can look  t h a t  up. 

Smith: Kirby? 

Morris:  P h i l  Kirby i s  a w r i t e r  down here.  

Smith: P h i l  Boyd. [pauses t o  t h ink ]  That doesn't sound q u i t e  r i g h t  
e i t h e r .  Well, it' s something 1 ike  tha t .  

Morris: L e t  me check. 

Smith : He gave a l o t  of l and  t o  t h e  Nature Conservancy i n  Palm Springs. 
Boyd, s u r e ,  i t ' s  Boyd [ P h i l i p  L. ~ o y d ] .  

Term of Off ice  

Morris: A t  t h a t  t ime you had fourteen-year  terms, d i d n ' t  you? 

Smith : Sixteen. 

Morris: Was t h a t  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  you f e l t  s t r eng ly  about? A t  one poin t  t h e r e  
was a b a l l o t  measure t h a t  c u t  t h a t  down a few years .  

Smith: Yes. W e l l ,  I don't know, strongly-- there were  o the r  provis ions  on 
i t  i n  t h a t  p ropos i t i on  t h a t  we didn ' t  l i ke .  But  i t  passed 
overwhelmingly, I think. Cut i t  down t o  twelve  years.  See, t h e  
s i x t e e n  y e a r s  was very c l e v e r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  o l d  days, 
because t h a t  way no two-term governor could pack t h e  board i f  you 
had a s ixteen-year  term. And t h e  h i s t o r y  had been t h a t  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h a t  had long  t e rms  f o r  t h e i r  governing boards had 
been by and l a r g e  more preeminent than  those  t h a t  didn't. NOW, you 
c a n  say t h e r e  was o r  wasn't a csnnec t ion  between t h e  two. But t h e  
Un ive r s i t y  of Ca l i fo rn i a ,  c e r t a i n l y  a t  t h a t  time, was the  premier 
p u b l i c  un ive r s i t y  i n  t h e  world. That's a p r e t t y  good recerd.  So 
you don't change something t h a t  has  produced t h a t  r e s u l t  u n l e s s  
there ' s  p r e t t y  good reason  t o  do it. But t h e  i d e a  ~f s i x t e e n  
years--in t he  p u b l i c  mind t h a t ' s  t o o  long;  i t 's j u s t  t e o  long. So 
they voted overwhelmingly t o  cu t  i t  down But t h e r e  were e t h e r  
p r m i s i o n s  t h e r e  t o o  t h a t  had some e f f e c t .  



Governor 's  Educat ion L i a i s o n  Alex S h e r r i f f  s 

Morris:  I see. Did you have much con tac t  w i t h  Alex S h e r r i f f s ?  

Smith: Oh yes,  t h a t ' s  r igh t .  I'd f o r g o t t e n  about good o l d  Alex. H e  was 
s o r t  of a  character .  He was t h e  Educat ion Secre ta ry  during-well, 
le t ' s  see. He then  went t o  t h e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  system. Is h e  
s t i l l  t he re?  

Morris:  I t h i n k  he  r e t i r e d  a  couple of y e a r s  ago. 

Smith: O h  Well, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  h e  was t h e  governor's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  
t h e  r e g e n t s  and t h e  o t h e r  segments. 

Morris : Right. I wondered whether  because h e  had h ighe r  educa t ion  a s  w e l l  
a s  k inde rga r t en  through t w e l f t h  grade and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  th ings ,  i f  
he could s t a y  up enough on h ighe r  educa t ion  i s s u e s  t o  be  r e a l l y  
he1 pf ul ? 

Smith: Oh yes,  he was on t o p  of it. H e  threw h imse l f  i n t o  t h i s  j ob. H e  
knew t h e  names and numbers of a l l  t h e  p l a y e r s  and a l l  t h e  i s s u e s .  

Morr is :  Was i t  a problem t h a t  h e  had been a  v ice-chance l lor  a t  Berkeley? 

Smith: Oh, I don't t h ink  so. I don't t h i n k  i t  made any d i f fe rence .  Well, 
i t  was probably he lpfu l ,  I suppose, i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  he  had t h a t  
background. But h e  was i n  e f f e c t  t he  governor's l i a i s o n  t o  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  He r eve l ed  i n  t h e  job,  h e  loved it. 

Morris:  Is t h a t  why you c a l l  him a cha rac t e r ?  

Smith: Well, j u s t  because, you know, he i s  so  eage r  and i n t e r e s t e d .  H e  
s o r t  of h a s  that-I  was going t o  say agg re s s ive  pe r sona l i t y .  
That 's  no t  q u i t e  what  I want t o  say. But he  was always involved i n  
everything. Sometimes w e  had t o  t u s s l e  w i t h  him, and s o  on, which 
i s  okay. 

Morris:  You f e l t  he  was maybe sugges t ing  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  r e g e n t s  were  no t  
ready t o  consider?  

Smith: Oh, w e l l ,  you know, you have d i f f e r e n c e s  of opinion on t h i s ,  t h a t ,  
o r  t he  o the r .  But by and l a r g e  w e  go t  a long  ve ry  w e l l  w i t h  him. 

Morris:  How about t h e  Master P lan  f o r  Higher Education? 

Smith: We d i d  ve ry  w e l l  on the  budget du r ing  t h i s  period. There was a  l o t  
of screaming and h o l l e r i n g  on t h a t ,  and t h e  governor had t h e  image 
of t r y i n g  t o  cu t  down and squeeze and s o  on. But a c t u a l l y  du r ing  
t h a t  pe r iod  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  d id  ve ry  w e l l ,  r e l a t i v e l y  speaking, t o  
o t h e r  c m p e t i n g  needs i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  ve ry  w e l l .  



Morris:  Because of t he  baby boom genera t ion ,  t he  number of s t uden t s?  

Smith: No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about j u s t  a l l o c a t i o n  of resources  t o  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from o t h e r  uses. People thought  t h a t  
t h e  governor, because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  had been such an i s s u e  i n  
t h e  campaign, would s t a r v e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and s o  o n  But h e  
didn ' t  i n  any way. And a c t u a l l y  it d i d  q u i t e  w e l l .  

Morris:  Were t h e r e  t hose  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  e l sewhere  who d i d  want t o  
use t h e  budget a s  a  way of say ing  U C  has  been bad? 

Smith: Oh, I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  were. Not many, bu t  some. 

Morris:  I n  terms of t h e  t r o u b l e s  a t  Berkeley and t h e  o the r  UC campuses, was 
i t  s t r o n g e r  t h e r e  than  a t  t h e  Cal S t a t e  campuses? 

Smith: Oh, yes. Well, of course,  I never  saw t h e  Cal S t a t e  campuses; I 
didn ' t  s e e  what went on there.  But s o  f a r  a s  I can t e l l ,  j u s t  by 
remembering, most of t h e  a c t i o n  was-- 

[ s ec re t a ry  e n t e r s ,  t e l l s  of appointment] 

Smith: (Gee, I didn ' t  r ea l i ze .  Time goes fas t . )  Most of t h e  a c t i o n  was 
on t h e  U C  campuses. 

Lessons Learned; S tuden t s  and Decis ion Making 

Morris:  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  i t s  working through t h a t  p rocess  s t rengthened  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  i n  any way i n  d e a l i n g  with--? 

Smith: I have asked academics whether  o r  no t  they could see any v i r t u e  o r  
advantage, any ga in  o r  b e n e f i t ,  t h a t  came o u t  of t h i s  whole so- 
c a l l e d  F ree  Speech Movement. Normally when you have t h a t  k ind  of 
an  u p r i s i n g  and t h a t  k ind  of t u rmo i l ,  i t 's f o r  a  cause o r  something 
i s  achieved a s  a  result of it. And uniformly, every s i n g l e  one of 
them say noth ing  good came o u t  of t h a t  period. You'd think,  w e l l  
gee, having gone through it you l e a r n  from t h a t  experience and s o  
o n  I don't know of any th ing  good t h a t  came o u t  of it. I th ink  i t  
was ve ry  damaging t o  h ighe r  educa t ion  and t o  t h e  academic world.  

Morris:  A t  Berkeley and elsewhere? 

Smith: Everywhere. I don't kncw any ga in  o r  advantage t h a t  came out  of 
t h a t  ghas t l y  per iod  o r  exper ience .  

Morris:  Even on t h e  o rgan iza t iona l  l e v e l ?  One of t h e  i s s u e s  was t h a t  
s t u d e n t s  were saying, we would l i k e  a r o l e  i n  dec i s ions  about  how 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  run. 



Smith: I don't t h ink  t h a t  produced it. I t  happened, bu t  I t h i n k  i t  would 
have happened anyway. I f  anything, t h i s  would have had t h e  
oppos i t e  e f f e c t  i n  t e r n s  of dec i s ion  makers. 

Morris:  Postponed g e t t i n g  a  s tuden t  member on t h e  Board of Regents, f o r  
i n s t a n c e ?  It's k ind  of i r o n i c  when you t h i n k  t h a t  a  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  
genera l  i s  supposed t o  t r a i n  young people  t o  t h ink  f o r  themselves  
and speak up about  t h ings  t h a t  they d i sag ree  w i t h  o r  would l i k e  t o  
know more about. 

Smith: But see, t h i s  wasn't  t h a t  k ind  of muvement. This  had noth ing  t o  do 
w i t h  t ha t .  

Morris:  I n  terms of ques t i on ing  t h e i r  e l d e r s ?  

Smith: They've always been a b l e  t o  do tliat. But th i s - for  one th ing ,  s o  
much of it was l e d  n o t  by s t u d e n t s  bu t  ou ts iders .  A l a r g e  p a r t  of 
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  was n o t  made up of s tudents ,  i t  was made up of, I 
guess,  s o r t  of p ro fe s s iona l  r w o l u t i o n a r i e s .  A t  no t i m e ,  f o r  
example, a t  t h e  r e g e n t s  was i t  a  m a t t e r  of exp re s s ing  v i ewpo in t s  o r  
op in ions  o r  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  r i g h t  of f r e e  speech o r  d i f f e r i n g  o r  
s t and ing  up to--nobody wer would have r a i s e d  a  q u e s t i o n  about  
t ha t .  That i s n ' t  what  happened. I t  was mindless  d i s rup t ion ,  f o r  
purposes of d i s rup t ion ,  n o t  t o  ach ieve  goa l s  o r  ends. There was no 
way t o  focus  on--if you wanted t o  concede, what would you do? 

Morris:  Tha t ' s  t r u e .  

Smith: I t  was j u s t  mindless  d i s r u p t i o n  and a l l  of t h a t  w i t h  no p o s i t i v e  
b e n e f i t  t h a t  I can see. Do you s e e  any? 

The Un ive r s i t y  and t h e  Vietnam War 

Morris:  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  process. I t  looks  t o  me l i k e  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
maybe was a  convenient p lace  of exp re s s ion  of more gene ra l  
concerns. I was t h ink ing  i n  terms of t h e  ant i -war  demonstrat ions,  
which were s o r t  of be fo re  and a f t e r ,  how t h e  i s s u e s  seemed t o  have 
g o t t e n  s o r t  of all lumped t o g e t h e r  i n t o  v a r i o u s  demonstrations.  
The young people who f o r  one reason  o r  ano the r  were p r o t e s t i n g  what 
they f e l t  was Nixon's war, f o r  want of a  b e t t e r  term, i n  Vietnam, 
and n o t  w i sh ing  t o  go themselves  and no t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i t  was a  
cause t h a t  they could support .  

Smith: Well, all those  t h i n g s  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  l e g i t i m a t a  But ' t h a t  i s n ' t  
t h e  way i t  was manifested. I f  somebody wanted t o  p r o t e s t  t h e  war  
and all of t h a t ,  they could do t h a t  i n  a  p e r f e c t l y  peaceful  way. 



Morris : 

Smith : 

Morris  : 

Smith : 

Morris : 

Smith : 

Morris : 

Smith : 

Morris : 

Smith : 

And t rue ,  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Ca l i fo rn i a  can't do anyth ing  abou t  
whether  t h e  young men o f .  t h e  c l a s s  of 1968 a r e  going t o  be d r a f t e d  
o r  not .  

Right. 

But i t ' s  t h e r e  a s  an example of t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  t h a t ' s  
a c c e s s i b l e  and v i s i b l e .  

Whatever t h e  g o a l s  were, they c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  ach ieve  them. 

A s  you say, it 's a  l a r g e  and complex q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  what they were 
t r y i n g  t o  achieve, w i t h  many people  from d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  of view. 

You t a k e  t h e  Vietnam War.. A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t  i t  was t h e  Democrats 
who go t  us i n t o  t h e  war, and i t  was Nixon who got  us o u t  of it. 
It's n o t  looked upon a s  being t h a t  way, b u t  a c t u a l l y  i t  was Kennedy 
and [Pres ident  Lyndon B.] Johnson t h a t  g o t  us i n t o  t h a t  war, and 
Nixon got  us out. Now I don't t h ink  Nixon i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  e n t i t l e d  
t o  any g r e a t  kudos because of tha t .  I t h i n k  t h e  p o l i t i c s  of t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  were such then  t h a t  whoever was i n  t h e r e  would have t o  
have done it, because it turned i n t o  an  unpopular war. But I don't 
t h i n k  i t  was unpopular because of anyth ing  these  d i s r u p t o r s  did.  
On t h e  contrary,  I th ink  probably i f  anything t h a t  had a n  adverse  
e f f e c t .  

But i n  terms of j u s t  t h e  academic i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  un ive r s i t y ,  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime  t h i s  happened, t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  was t he  crown j ewe1 
of t h i s  s t a t e .  I t  had no  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  money and i t  expanded 
beau t i fu l l y .  I t  was h igh ly  regarded. I never  thought du r ing  t h o s e  
days t h a t  I would e v e r  see i t  become t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  
i n  a  gube rna to r i a l  campaign And t h e  popular  v iewpoin t  t u rned  
a g a i n s t  t h e  whole academic community dur ing  t h a t  period. I suppose 
i t ' s  r e c o v e r e d ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i t  has.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
Univers i ty  of C a l i f o r n i a  now i s  a s  revered  a s  i t  was du r ing  t h a t  
per iod.  

Well, f o r  one thing,  t h e  Cal s t a t e  system has grown It's a  
q u e s t i o n  I sometimes wonder about  i n  t e rms  of t h e  Master Plan f o r  
Higher Educa t ion  You know, t o  what  ex t en t  t h a t  does r e p r e s e n t  a  
cha l lenge  t o  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a  system? 

Well, you're a lways going t o  have t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  They're always 
going t o  keep pushing because they want t o  become a Un ive r s i t y  of 
Cal i f  o rn ia .  

Right,  they '  re l i t t l e  b r o t h e r  and b i g  bro ther .  

That's r i gh t .  So you're always going t o  have t o  do that .  But I ' m  
t a l k i n g  beyond tha t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about, a s  an  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  UC 
could do no wrong i n  t h e  eyes  of t he  people of t h i s  s t a t e  be fo re  



Smith: '64. A n d r w e r e d i s  n o t  t o o  s t r o n g  a  word. That's e x a c t l y  what i t  
was. That has  no t  been t h e  pub l i c  sent iment ,  o r  i t  was n o t  dur ing  
a l l  of t h a t  period. I t  may t a k e  a  l o n g  time be fo re  you wer g e t  i t  
back. 

Morris: Would p a r t  of t h a t  be t h a t  no l onge r  a r e  t h e  ma jo r i t y  of co l l ege  
gradua tes  i n  the  s t a t e  gradua tes  of t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Ca l i fo rn i a?  
You know, w i t h  all t h e  i n f l u x  from o the r  s t a t e s  w e  have a l o t  of 
people who've gone t o  co l l ege  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ;  w e  now have hundreds 
and thousands who have gone to-- 

Smith: Oh, I don't know. There could be a l l  k inds  of reasons. But  what  
I ' m  r e a l l y  t h ink ing  i s  s o r t  of t h e  image; t h e  image i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
eye. Somehow tha t ' s  ve ry  t a i n t e d .  And I don't know how l o n g  t h a t  
t a i n t  w i l l  l a s t .  I t  i s  such a  remarkable i n s t i t u t i o n ,  made up of 
s o  many thousands of d i f f e r e n t  wor ld s  and  no way f o r  anybody t o  
r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  it. And y e t  t h e  people of t h i s  s t a t e  r e a l l y  d i d  
f o r  s o  long. A s  you say, maybe p a r t  of the  d i l u t i o n  i s  j u s t  
because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e '  re growing s o  f a s t  and s o  r a p i d l y  i n  s o  
many o t h e r  a r e a s  t h a t  it's s o r t  of being swal lswed up t o  a c e r t a i n  
ex t en t .  That could be. 



V I I I  A COMMENT ON PROPOSITION 1, TAX LIMITATION I N  1973 

Morris : Could we end up w i t h  maybe one quick  summary comment on t h a t  t a x  
p ropos i t i on  i n  19737 Were you involved i n  t h a t  a t  a l l ,  i n  t h e  
P ropos i t i on  1 campaign t h a t  Mr .  Reagan sponsored? 

Smith: Ohyes ,  w e l l ,  P ropos i t i on  1 was t h e  John t h e B a p t i s t  f o r  
P r o p o s i t i o n  13. 

Morris:  [ l augh te r ]  But you didn'  t kncw about P ropos i t i on  1 3  then. 

Smith: No, t rue .  But t h a t  was t h e  e f f o r t ,  t o  g e t  something s t a r t ed .  I 
mentioned about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t a x  reform had been a  l o n g  and key 
i s s u e ,  and i t  was. And P ropos i t i on  1 was one way t o  g e t  a t  it. 
The t r o u b l e  w i t h  P ropos i t i on  1 was i t  was t o o  complicated. People 
didn ' t  understand it. When Howard J a r v i s  came along he p u t  i t  i n  
very s imp le  terms. [chuckles]  And people  understood it, a1 though 
i t  took a  l i t t l e  educa t ion  and  i t  probably took P ropos i t i on  1 f o r  
P ropos i t i on  1 3  t o  pass. The way it was prepared and t h e  way it was 
presen ted  was j u s t  t oo  complicated. I t h ink  by and l a r g e  people 
vo ted  a g a i n s t  it because they didn ' t  r e a l l y  understand it. 

Morris : Were Spencer and Roberts  consul ted  i n  p u t t i n g  i t  t o g e t h e r  and  
p re sen t ing  i t  t o  t h e  pub l i c?  

Smith: I don't remember. I don't remember who handled tha t .  My 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  they d i d  not .  

Morris : Were you involved  i n  t h a t  campaign a t  a l l ?  

Smith: Not much. 

Morris:  Was i t  one t h a t  t h e  k i t c h e n  cabinet-- 

Smith: Yes, t o  a  c e r t a i n  ex t en t .  Ce r t a in ly  we all suppor ted  it. 

Morris: R i g h t  But it hadn't r e a l l y  generated i n  your d i s cus s ions  w i t h  Mr.  
Rea gan? 



Smith: Oh, yes. But I j u s t  can ' t  remember how t h a t  t h i n g  was p u t  t o g e t h e r  
o r  who r a n  it. I do remember t h a t  w e  a l l  supported it, f i n a n c i a l l y  
and otherwise.  But  i t  j u s t  didn ' t  s e l l .  I t  was a n  i d e a  whose t i m e  
had n o t  y e t  come. 

Morris:  Well, t he re ' s  t h a t  theory of l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  ve ry  seldom do you 
w e r  g e t  a major p iece  of l e g i s l a t i o n  through on t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

Smith: Yes, w e l l  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  probably p a r t  of it. Plus  t h e  f a c t ,  a s  I 
say, i t  was complicated, and I don't t h ink  people r e a l l y  understood 
it. They were susp i c ious  of it. 

Morris:  I asked Paul Gann t h a t  q u e s t i o n  and he said,  "Oh, w e  took a l o t  of 
our language from Mr. Reagan's language." 

Smith: I t ' s  s imp l i f i ed ,  yes .  Well, I ' m  going t o  r e a l l y  have t o  go. 

Morris:  Okay, thank you ve ry  much. 

Transcr ibed by E l i zabe th  Eshl  eman 
Fina l  Typed by Shannon Page 
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