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PREFACE

The Patterson Ranch

The historic George Washington Patterson home and ranch in Fremont,
California, provides the focus for this oral history project which explores
changing patterns of land-use in southern Alameda County over the past 130
years. George Washington Patterson was a forty-niner from Lafayette,
Indiana, who left the gold fields to settle on the rich alluvial plain
created by Alameda Creek, on the southeastern shore of San Francisco Bay.
He accumulated properties to form a 4,000-acre ranch in this area known as
Washington Township and an additional 10,000 acres inland in the Livermore
Valley. In 1877, he married Clara Hawley and added on to his home to create
the Queen Anne style mansion that now is the centerpiece of the Ardenwood
Regional Preserve, a historic farm operated by the East Bay Regional Park
District on former Patterson ranch lands.

Since George Patterson's death in 1895, three generations of his
descendants have continued to oversee the ranch operations, sharecropped in
the earlier years by tenants who grew vegetable crops on family farms and
later leased to larger-gcale and more modernized agricultural operations.
Agriculture continued to flourish on Patterson ranch lands while surrounding
lands succumbed to the pressures of urbanization from the burgeoning Bay
Area metropolis in the post-World War II population explosion.

The rapid urbanizations of the area brought with it inevitable political
changes. The several small unincorporated towns of Washington Townsghip——
Alvarado and Decoto; Irvington, Mission San Jose, Niles, Centerville, and
Warm Springs; and Newark—incorporated into the three cities of Union City,
Fremont, and Newark in the 19508. The Alameda County Water District, formed
to conserve the ground water for the area's farmers, expanded its operation
and its water supplies to deliver water to suburban customers. The Alameda
County Flood Control District channelized Alameda Creek, putting an end to
rich alluvial deposits, but making year-round farming and, most
significantly, housing development possible on the northern flood plain.

By the 19708 the Patterson family succumbed to development pressures and
began selling off major portions of ranch lands for housing development. -
Their sale to Singer Housing of the lands surrounding the historic mansion
and its landmark eucalyptus trees precipated the controversy that, after
several years of lawsuits and negotiations, resulted in the creation of
Ardenwood Regional Preserve. In the 19808, the family has organized into a
corporation with professional management from family members and has managed
the development process in accordance with a master plan that emphasizes
planned development and preservation of open space. Three regional parks
are on former Patterson lands: in addition to Ardemnwood, the Coyote Hills
and surrounding marshlands are preserved, and in Livermore, the Del Valle
Regional Park stands in the middle of Patterson cattle lands. Adjacent to
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the industrial park and the suburban housing tracts, lands still held by the
Patterson family are leased to a modern truck farm growing cauliflower,
lettuce, and specialty vegetables for Bay Area gourmets.

The Oral History Project

With a series of twenty-six interviews, the oral history project
explores the transformation of the Patterson ranch as a case study of the
complex evolution from agricultural to urban land use. The idea for the
project came from the collaborative thinking of Knox Mellon and Leon
Campbell. Dr. Mellon, former director of the California State Department of
Historic Preservation and professor of history, was assisting the Patterson
family to place Ardemwood on the National Registry of Historic Places. He
saw the potential for an oral history project and found ready support among
the Patterson family, particularly his friend and fellow historian, Leon
Campbell, who was part of the management team for Patterson Properties.
David Patterson, who has a keen interest in tracing family history, also
tock a supportive role.

Dr. Mellon came to the Regional Oral History Office with his idea, has
worked steadily with us to formulate and direct the project, and has
sexrved aeg interviewer and consultant throughout the three years to the
project's completion. Leon Campbell was instrumental throughout in
arranging funding and serving as advisor. Because of his ability to look at
the story of the Patterson Ranch with a historian's eye, as well as his
first-hand knowledge as a family member, he was asked to write the
introduction to the project, which places the twenty-six interviews in
historicel context.

As the planning for the project evolved, three main themes emerged, and
these are reflected in the organization of the interviews into three
volumes. Volume I focuses on agriculture and rural life on the northern
plain of Washington Township in the prewar years and on the agricultural
operations of the L.S. Williams and Alameda and Sons companies, the two
outfits which farmed on the ranch during the transitional period from the
mid-fifties to the present.

Volume II tells the tales of water, development, planning, and historic
preservation in the area—topics seemingly diverse which are seen to be
closely interrelated in these histories. Volume III focuses on the
Patterson family, past and present. Two generations of family members
combine nostalgic looks back to rural childhoods with insight into the
processes of present-day property management by a family corporation.

Each volume has been enhanced with interviews completed on previous
occasions for other purposes, but ones which added so centrally to our
project that we requested permission to include them here. These include,
in Volume II, the interviews with William D. Patterson, son of George
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Washington Patterson, on his work with the Alameda County Water District;
and Larry Milnes, assistant manager of the city of Fremont, on the city's
role in the negotiations leading to the establishment of Ardenwood.

Volumes I and III have interviews which were recorded in 1975 and 1977
by family member Donald Patterson for the family archive at the Society of
California Pioneers. These include the interview with neighboring farmer
William McKeown in Volume I and cousin William Volmer in Volume III. Donald
Patterson also recorded his own recollections on tape and later was
interviewed for the Society of California Pioneers by Stanley Bry.
Transcriptions of these tapes are included in Volume III. The project was
further enriched by the volunteer assistance of Bill Hel fman, a Fremont
resident who recorded two interviews for the project. His interview with
Donald Furtado is in Volume L

To enhance the reader's understanding of the interviews, illustrative
materials have been included. Maps of the southern Alameda County area in
1956 and 1987 are in the introductory pages for each volume. Family trees
of the Patterson and Hawley families are included in Volume III (pages 2 and
31). The 1981 town development plan for the Patterson Ranch is in the
appendix to Volume II. In addition, interview histories preceding each
memoir give specifics on the conduct and content of the interviews.

All of the tapes for the project interviews are available in The
Bancroft Library. Society of California Pioneer tapes are in their archive
in San Francisco. In addition to the transcribed interviews included here,
three interviews recorded for background information are available on tape
only. These are interviews with Dorothy Wilcox Patterson, wife of Donald,
and Eleanor Silva and Mary Dettling, former housekeepers for the Henry
Patterson family.

Research Resources

Many resources exist for research on the subject matters of these
interviews. The Society of California Pioneers has papers and business
records and photographas of the Patterson family. A guide to these papers, a
useful bibliography, and other information exists in Faces in Time: An
Historic Report on the George Washington Patterson Family and the Ardenwood
Estate prepared for the East Bay Regional Park District by Susan A, Simpson,
1982. The local history collection and the Grace Williamson collection in
the Alameda County library in Fremont is another valuable source. Their
collection includes many untranscribed oral history interviews with
individuals prominent in Fremont's history. The library of California State
University at Hayward also includes works on the history of the region. A
CSUH master's thesis in geography gives specific information about the
history of land use on the Patterson Ranch; it is based in part on a 1971
interview with Donald Patterson (Jerome Pressler. Landscape Modification
through Time: the Coyote Hills, Alameda County, California. 1973).




iv

Research Use

The diversity and the universality of themes explored in this series of
oral history interviews insure that they will be consulted by a wide
variety of researchers. They are intended to be of use to the East Bay
Regional Park District in planning and interpretation. They provide
information on the history of agriculture, particularly the loss of
agricultural lands to urbanization and the problems of farming in an urban
setting. They discuss the process of land planning from the perspectives of
city officials, developers, and property owners. They give an indepth
history of the Alameda County Water District and illuminate the role of
water in development. Finally, they provide a candid look at a family
business over four generations and give insight to the dynamics of
personalities and intra-family, inter-generational conflicts in shaping
decisions in family businesses.

Ann Lage
Project Director

September, 1988

Regional Oral History Office

The Bancroft Library

University of California at Berkeley



INTRODUCTION by Leon G. Campbell

The three volumes of interviews prepared by the Regional Oral History
Office of the University of California, Berkeley, dealing with the Patterson
family and ranch between the years 1851-1988, constitute a case study of
changing land use in southern Alameda County from the days of the first
Californios to the present. George Washington Patterson (1822-1895) came to
California with the Gold Rush but remained to found an extensive farming and
ranching enterprise in Alameda County. Originally known as Rancho Potrero
de los Cerritos (Cattle Ranch of the Hills), the 4,000-acre Patterson Ranch
has remained in family hands as an agricultural and livestock enterprise to
the present day. Under the ownership of George Washington's sons, Henry
(1878-1955) and William (1880-1961), the Patterson Ranch became a dominant
economic institution in southern Alameda County and the family an integral
part of the emergence of Fremont as & major Bay Area community.

Situated between the eastern terminus of the Dumbarton Bridge, which
connects Alameda County with the West Bay, and Highway 880, the Patterson
Ranch is & prominent feature of the East Bay landscape. Today known as
"Ardenwood-New Town" in honor of the Shakespearean title sometimes used to
describe the ranch, Ardenwood serves as the western gateway to Fremont and
the entire South Bay. Despite the fact that the planned district of
Ardenwood is less than four years old, the size and scope of the changing
land-use patterns on the Patterson Ranch resemble those taking place on the
Irvine and Bixby Ranches in southern California, where uninterrupted family
ownership has retained influence over time and throughout change.

Several important themes emerge from the various interviews contained
within the three volumes. Volume I, Agriculture and Farm Life on Fremont's
Northern Plain, chronicles the transition of the Patterson Ranch from a
family farm in the nineteenth century to a large-scale agricultural
enterprise operated by the L. S. Williams Company during the 1950s. The
several interviews of tenant farmers and Patterson Ranch workers covering
the period from approximately 1900-1950 constitute an excellent social
history of farm life in Fremont's Northern Plain., Collectively, the memoirs
of farmers and ranch workers not only inform about the Pattersons as owners
but as well provide a third-party perspective upon changing public uses
including the development of the Nimitz Freeway (1953), Alameda County Flood
Control Project (1965-70), and the dedication of Coyote Hills Regional Park
(1968).

The oral histories in Volume I hint at subjects which Volumes II and
III treat more centrally, namely the immense changes taking place in the
area during the lifetimes of the individual interviewees, particularly
during the period following World War II. During the fifties and sixties,
southern Alameda County shifted from a rural to an urban orientation,
resulting in the incorporation of cities and the initiation of water and
flood control projects, as these new municipalities began to debate the land
and water use issues which had prompted their incorporation.
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Volume I: Agriculture on the Ranch

The initial interviews contained in Volume I represent a broad sample
of ranch workers and tenant farmers who were closely associated with the
Patterson family during the postwar. As a group, they reflect the value of
family and neighbors and of traditional virtues associated with farming and
farm life. Quite apparent is the fact that these attitudes ran as deep in
rural Alameda County as in more traditional agricultural areas outside
California. Indeed, the Pattersons considered many of these individuals as
their extended family, sharing with them an ethic of hard work and
perseverance in the face of drought, flooding, poor crop years, and economic
uncertainty. The interviews also cover the transition from cattle ranch to
farming and provide important data on the presence of Chinese laborers,
Mexican braceros, and migrants of all nationalities who came to comprise the
ranch work force. Also recollected are recreational activities from horse
racing to duck hunting, the introduction of the tractor to Ardenwood, and the
life of the mind in a farming environment, particularly within the context
of the development of Stanford University and the University of California
at Berkeley where many of the early Patterson family members matriculated.

The second section of Volume I covers the more recent history of the
larger-scale L. S. Williams and Alameda family farming operations on the
ranch. In addition to providing an excellent overview of the agricultural
basis of the Patterson Ranch, this section chronicles the decisions to grow
various crops and the reasons for so doing, particularly the ability of
various crops to withstand increasing salinity levels as a direct result of
the ranch's location on San Francisco Bay and saltwater intrusion into the
underground aquifers.

These interviews also reflect the rapidly changing agricultural
orientation of northern California as East Bay farmland was converted to
housing and industrial uses and agricultural operations relocated into the
Salinas Valley, which in turn reoriented transportation and marketing
networks. Increasingly isolated from the large growers and packers in the
Salinas Valley, agricultural operations in southern Alameda have been forced
to either transship their produce to the Midwest and other areas by means of
refrigerated trucks or to diversify and reorient their production towards
local markets. Since 1984, the Alameda Company has shifted from
agribusiness to more of a diversified local farm operation. The Alameda
family operates at Ardenwood for only half the year, relocating to Arizona
and northern Mexico to grow cauliflower and lettuce during the winter months
on a more convenient and large-scale basis. These growers' interviews
provide an important case study of the decisions required when farming in a
community which is making a rapid transition to urbanization in a precarious
agricultural environment.



Volume II: The Context for Rapid Postwar Development

Volume II, Water, Development, and Preservation in Southern Alameda
County, provides a more in-depth study of the dynamic tension between
development, preservation efforts, and the water projects which have all
impacted Alameda County during the period after 1945. The first—-hand
account of Mathew Whitfield, general manager of the Alameda County Water
District during the years 1953-1977, provides a case study of this process
of change in the East Bay. Whitfield's vivid recollections, the longest
interview in the history, offer a fascinating study of family, water and
South Bay politics during the postwar period. Whitfield's oral history may
well be the most important single contribution to the project, for the
actions of the Alameda County Water District in the 19508 provided the
foundation for the subsequent growth of Fremont and the Northern Plain.

Whitfield was a close associate of W. D. Patterson, himself a director
of the Alameda County Water District from its inception in 1914, whose
recollections, based on a 1955 interview on the subject, are also included
in this volume. Whitfield's perspective on the 1950s, the period in which
the water district took a central role in planning for controlled growth,
provides a context for assessing the subsequent changes which would alter
Fremont and the Patterson Ranch thereafter. Hig reflections also touch upon
an important aspect of Patterson family history not treated in this project,
namely the events leading up to and including the creation of the Del Valle
Regional Park in Livermore, which was created as the result of state
condemnation of Livermore ranch land for the Del Valle reservoir. At one
time the Patterson Livermore Ranch in Alameda County complemented the
Fremont Ranch in an integrated farming-livestock operation. The Livermore
operation is not treated herein in any detail, but is an important component
of the history of the East Bay Regional Park system.

In addition, Whitfield provides an important perspective on the State
Water Project South Bay Aqueduct, which linked both Patterson ranches to the
future of water transportation projects. These decisions to import water
for groundwater recharge and the subsequent Aquifer Reclamation Program of
1974 to counteract saltwater intrusion were determining factors in the
continued agricultural development of southern Alameda County in general and
the Patterson Ranch in particular. This interview thus provides an
important complement to the Regional Oral History Office's series of oral
history interviews on California water issues and relates changes on the
Patterson lands to statewide water issues.

Another pivotal interview contained within Volume II is that of John
(Jack) Brooks, an important developer in southern Alameda County from the
postwar to the present and the primary planner of Ardenwood. Brooks's
recollections, because of his long association with the Patterson family and
his central position as a political force in Fremont, offer an invaluable
look at the city as it has emerged to become the fourth largest municipality
in the Bay Area. As Brooks makes clear, with the five communities making up
Fremont, the Northern Plain was always anticipated to be a sixth or "New
Town," its name today.
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Whether this concept of an urban area on the North Plain was
acknowledged by Henry and William Patterson before their deaths as Brooks
contends, it was apparently supported by William's oldest son, Donald
Patterson (1905-1980), who, as the oldest surviving Patterson son, assumed
management responsibilities on the ranch after 1961 under an informal
primogeniture (Henry Patterson's children were both daughters). Brooks
holds that Henry and Will Patterson had virtually agreed to enter a
development plan just before Henry's death in 1955. Subsequently, he
recollects that the city of Fremont had begun to inaist upon cancelling the
Williamson Act, which had protected the Patterson family from future tax
increases as an agricul tural enterprise, so that the Pattersons would in the
future pay their fair share of taxes.

Although Brooks understates his role in the process, under his guidance
and with Fremont's cooperation, Ardenwood was brought out of Williamson in
1981 and substantial parts of the Patterson Ranch were gold, initially to
the Singer Company and later to Kaiser Development Company and to Brooks
himself. No less important are Brooks's recollections concerning the advent
of a planned district concept and the complicated series of negotiations
which led to the creation of Ardenmwood Historic Park and the preaervation of
the George Washington Patterson House at its present location adjacent to
Highways 84 and 880. Brooks's interview also describes in some detail why
particular land-use decisions were made as they were and how a geries of
urban villages were created to establish a residential new town and a
commercial and high technology center amidst a traditional farming
enterprise.

The interview of Dr. Robert Fisher elso provides valuable background on
the politica of preservation involving Ardenwood. Fisher, the leading light
in the Mission Peak Heritage Foundation, describes from his viewpoint how
various interested local historical associations including the Washington
Township Historical Society, Patterson House Advisory Board, and Ardenwood
Regional Park Advisory Committee were all drawn into the question of who was
to control and implement what had belatedly been recognized as an important
historic and civic asset, namely, the Ardenwood Historic Farm and attendant
Victorian mansion which formed its centerpiece.

The recollectiona of Fisher and of Larry Milnes, assistant city manager
of the city of Fremont, provide a balanced view of how municipalities become
involved in the process of acquiring valuable assets for future
preservation, how these assets are administered, in this case through the
aegis of the East Bay Regional Park District, which also operates Coyote
Hills Regional Park adjacent to the site. Besides corroborating Brooks's
reflections on the Ardenwood process, Milnes's interview describes how
decisiona were reached over the often controversial questions of deciding
the focus and implementing the historical theme. Milnes also depicts, from
the city's perspective, the evolution of the Patterson Ranch from
agriculture to mixed use.



Following the gift of forty-six acres, including the family home, to
the city of Fremont by the Patterson family in 1981, the city consulted the
State Office of Historic Preservation in Sacramento to verify Ardenwood's
historic value. This in turn led to the city and the Patterson family
petitioning the National Trust for Historic Preservation in Washington,

D.C., to have the ranch placed on the National Registry of Historic Places,

which was accomplished in 1985. Since then, the historic farm has become an
increasingly popular tourist attraction featuring demonstration farming and

the recreation of nineteenth century farm life.

In sum, this volume treats the interrelated themes of water projects,
municipal formation, planned district development and historic preservation
within the context of Fremont politics, 1950-1988. It would be naive to
contend that the issues delineated have all been resolved or to deny that
choices forced upon the various groups involved have not produced bitter
disputes. Nevertheless, these interviews, offered by the primary surviving
decision-makers in each area, provide basic data about the campaign which
transformed the Patterson Ranch from a sprawling agricultural enterprise
beset by regular flooding and other natural hazards into a Planned Urban
District (PUD).

From the Patterson's perspective, however, a view no doubt shared by
Fremont and EBRPD, pride is taken in the fact that a large portion of the
Patterson Ranch has been converted to public use, first for the Nimitz
Freeway in 1952, then for the flood control uses proposed by Alameda County,
and later by the dedication of large tracts of permanent open space,
including both the Coyote Hills Regional Park and the Del Valle Reservoir
and Park in Livermore as well as the most recent dedication of the Ardenwood
Historic Farm now operated by the Park District. The Patterson family's
strong advocacy of open space preservation is reflected in the creation of
no fewer than three East Bay Regional Parks on Patterson family lands and a
substantial portion of the acreage within the planned district being
dedicated to public use. This distinguishing feature of Ardenwood, like the
better known Irvine and Bixby Ranches in southern California, for example,
is intended to provide for the needs of future generations and is a part of
the continuing stewardship of the Patterson family management group.

Volume IJI: The Family Recalls the Past and Confronts the Future

Volume III, The Patterson Ranch, Past and Future: The Family's
Perspective, is devoted to the reflections of the third and fourth
generation of Patterson family members. The variety of these interviews
reflect the quite different personalities and temperaments of George
Washington's two sons, Will and Henry, who apparently contemplated a
division of their undivided landholdings prior to their deaths, a decision
which was never consummated. It was traditional in most large landowning
families for the eldest son to assume management responsibilities following
his father's death. This was true in the case of George Washington's eldest




son, Henry, who succeeded him in 1895 at seventeen years of age and
subsequently with Will Patterson's oldest son, Donald, who assumed
responsibility for ranch management in the period after 1961. Donald
Patterson's interview, taped by the Society of California Pioneers prior to
his death in 1980, provides interesting observations on both his father and
grandfather and the nature of their lives at Ardemwood.

Perhaps the most insightful observation corroborated by many others in
these volumes was the respectful and cooperative relationship between Will
and Henry Patterson, who ™ever had a disagreement™ and consulted one
another on every major decision to be made concerning the ranch. Although
the two sons differed in temperament and personality and were not what one
might call close, they accommodated these differences pragmatically, with
the quieter Henry running the ranch and his more outgoing brother Will
dealing with the public. Their mutual respect and deliberate way of
reaching consensus decisions in addition to their division of labors, both
running the ranch and defending the ranch's interests in the South Bay,
resulted in a profitable landhold. Ardenwood dominated the regional
agricultural economy through the production of row crops (lettuce,
cauliflower) and other high quality produce. Will and Henry were excellent
farmers, good businessmen, and outstanding citizens, who extended and
consolidated their father's agricultural presence in southern Alameda County.

The interview of David Patterson, Will's youngest son, who assumed
management responsibilities for the ranch following the death of his older
brothers, Donald and John (known as Jack), provides a frank assessment of
the difficulties which a family agricultural enterprise faces when it
suffers the loss of its patriarchs in a period of transition. During the
period in which Donald Patterson ran the ranch, Henry's daughters, Sally
Patterson Adams and Marjorie Patterson, were not actively involved in
decision-making, this role having been assumed largely by John Brooks, a
real estate developer who was close to Donald Patterson and both anticipated
and orchestrated the development process.

The interviews with Donald's sons, George and Wilcox, provide
considerable information concerning the ranch and their father. None of
these memoirs, however, sheds additional light on the process of decision-
making between the city, the Pattersons, and John Brooks, although it is
likely that the public records of the period (1980-1984) would be helpful to
historians interested in understanding the development process. The next
stage of land use clearly mandated turning over of substantial portions of
the ranch for residential development as rising land values and the shortage
of available land for homes resulted in a8 new Fremont and a transformed
Northern Plain.

Following Donald Patterson's death in 1980, David Patterson continued
to manage the family farm as the city entered into a development agreement
with Brooks. Despite serious rifts within the family, which included an
abortive attempt by two of William Patterson's grandchildren to bring suit
against their family to obtain the value of their undivided interest in the
ranch property, the family held firm against this challenge. When the two
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young people hired the nefarious Melvin Belli to sue the Patterson family
and were defeated in court (1981), it prompted the Pattersons to move
rapidly to incorporate as Patterson Fremont Management, Inc., (PFM) and to
set up a series of limited partnerships to manage the land in order that one
or more minority family members could not, through undivided ownership, lay
waste to the family's plan for future ownership and management of the
property. It was this incident which convinced the Pattersons that the days
of consensus decision-making as it had existed with Henry and Will had
ended. By 1982 the Patterson Ranch had converted to a true business
organization,

Interviews of Sally Patterson Adams and her husband, Dr. John E. Adams,
shed light not only on the personages of Henry and Sarah Patterson but also
provide an alternative recocllection on how decisions were reached during the
19608 and 19708, as the transition was made from agriculture to development
by individuals and forces outside the family. Sally Adams provides an
intimate portrait of growing up at Ardenwood. John Adams, an ardent
preservationist, casts & skeptical eye on the chain of events which led to
the ultimate transformation of the ranch, contending that the demand for
change was orchestrated by a prevailing coterie at City Hall rather than by
population dynamics or other inexorable forces. Adams clearly believes that
the ranch could have continued in farming had the family been given the
opportunity to make this choice through timely dissemination of information
and discussion of alternatives to development.

Interviews by the fourth generation of Pattersons are informative for
their explanation of the transition from ranch management by individuals
towards a corporate form of business organization. Bruce Patterson provides
insights about his father, Jack, as well as the strongly independent natures
of the W. D. and H. H. Patterson families. In this regard, interviews by
the fourth generation of Pattersons make clear that the testamentary
dispositions of their grandfathers, William and Henry, as well as their
parents, has resulted in a current generation of Pattersons spread
throughout the state and country, of different economic means and lacking
common objectives for Ardenwood. This, in turn, has resulted in growing
differences of opinion stronger than those developing during the tenure of
the third generation. The implications of land being sold to outside
developers and the first cash distributions to family members both raised
expectations and produced further disputes, rather than silencing them.
Certain limited partners began to question the decisions of those family
members serving as general partners and to urge a liquidation of remaining
ranch assets. In general, these disputes follow family lines.

Interviews with other members of the PFM Board include those by former
president Robert Buck, a Patterson son—in-law and attorney who currently
serves as PFM's legal counsel. Buck provides yet another perspective on the
events leading to the Ardenwood development, particularly the Kaiser land
sales snd the creation of the Patterson Properties business enterprise
during the 1980s.
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Leon Campbell, another sonin-law serving as PFM's executive vice
president, recounts how he and Buck were called upon to assume management
and investment responsibilities for the Patterson family. As the vast,
undeveloped acreage appreciated in value, situated within one of the most
rapidly growing parts of the Bay Area, they completed tax deferred
exchanges, putting the family into income-producing properties which PFM
managed and operated. As they assumed their posts in 1985, Buck and
Campbell were increasingly called upon to mediate between decisions which
had been made prior to the Pattersons' complete awareness of a political
process which had developed apart from them and future policy issues which
loomed ahead, such as those of wetlands, the subsidization of agriculture,
and the Town Center development.

These business recollections are paralleled by those of Donald
Patterson's other son, George Patterson, who provides a sensitive internal
history on the family at Ardenwood, and Abigail Adams Campbell, daughter of
Sally Patterson Adams, on her grandparents, Sarah and Henry Patterson.

Taken together, the several interviews by the fourth generation of
Patterson family management underscores the dichotomy of events which have
transpired in Fremont's North Plain during the period since 1980 and
particularly since 1984, when the initial land sale to Kaiser Development
Corporation was instituted. Hardly conclusive in their entirety, these last
interviews restate the younger generation's perspective on their fathers and
grandfathers, as well as their own perceptions about the rapidly changing
nature of the real estate which they have been requested to monitor in the
future. These changes have rendered the personal managerial tradition of
the Patterson family largely unworkable, although considerable nostalgia for
the "old ways" still exists, which often precludes certain limited partners
from adhering to a general partnership organization. In many ways the
family runs each other rather than running a business, & not uncommon aspect
of organizations with strongly paternal origins. The challenge shead will
be to forge a new consensus to accommodate an era promising even greater
alterations in the Patterson Ranch and the East Bay.

Conclusion and Acknowledgements

In conclusion, this oral history of the Patterson family and ranch,
1851-1988, has much to contribute to the general history of southern Alameda
County and is particularly informative on the transitional years between
1945 and the present, which are largely omitted in the historical
literature, by drawing on the reflections of those who were the primary
actors during those years.

The Regional Oral History Office of The Bancroft Library at the
University of California, Berkeley, has provided an ideal method for
understanding the linkages between the Patterson family, its agricultural and
ranching enterprise, and actions taken by city, county and state
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organizations in response to the pressures of rapid urbanization occurring
in the East Bay during the postwar period. These intexrviews with the
surviving senior members of the Patterson family and key individuals
associated with the family agricultural and business operations over the
past fifty years not only underscore the enormous changes taking place in
the area during the lifetimes of those interviewed, but they also indicate
how and why these changes were implemented. Often it appears that matters
of great significance were reached by informal agreement rather than formal
debate both within the family and perhaps outside of it. These interviews
reflect a simpler time, prior to the advent of citizen—sponsored initiatives
and environmental impact reports, a period when many leaders shared common
assumptions concerning the value of growth and development to
municipalities. Few could have comprehended the scope of growth which was
to transform the Bay Area so dramatically during the postwar period and the
reactions which it would produce.

The Patterson family is proud to have its history included in The
Bancroft Library's treasury of interviews with major figures in the history
of California and the West. The three-volume oral history project
represents a substantial historiographical advancement towards the
‘evelopment of & comprehensive history of the East Bay and its progenitory
amilies.

I should like to thank the staff of the Regional Oral History Office at
Berkeley, particularly Division Head Willa Baum and Project Director Ann
Lage, for the dedicated effort which they have made in bringing this project
to fruition through the recording, transcription and editing of these
interviews. The trained oral historians on the ROHO staff, whose careful
research and sensitive interview techniques are clearly manifest throughout
the project, have clearly set the tone for the entire project. My long-time
friend, Dr. Knox Mellon, former head of the State Office of Historic
Preservation in Sacramento, who skillfully directed the nomination of the
Ardenwvood Regional Preserve to the National Register of Historic Places, has
also been pivotal in finalizing this project. Dr. Mellon's liaison as a
consul tant to the Regional Oral History Office and ROHO's strong ties to
state and local historical groups both assure that the project meets
specific needs as well as serving the larger scholarly community through the
questions it raises and the information it preserves.

This oral history project substantially advances earlier studies
carried out by the East Bay Regional Park District, which were designed to
analyze the property exclusively in terms of its archaeological
significance. By recording the reflections of two generations of Patterson
family members about life end work on the Patterson Ranch, the project also
relates centrally to the history of Fremont and to the entire East Bay which
otherwise might be lost forever.

Through the incorporation of interviews with members of the Patterson
Ranch labor force, water district officials and a broad spectrum of Fremont
city officials and politicians, as well as interviews with other key
individuals now deceased, recorded earlier by the Society of California
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Pioneers, and interviews with individuals charged with the stewardship of
the remeaining lands of Patterson, this oral history project anticipates a
full history of the Patterson Ranch and the South Bay. The subject should
be of future value to scholars interested in urban planning, land use
decision-making, agricultural history, the process of municipal formation
and water issues, matters related to conservation and historic preservation
as they pertein to the East Bay and, of course, the poclitical matrix in
which these issues are situated. In this regard, this project, which deals
with life, land and politics on the Patterson Fremont Ranch, exceeds the sum
of its parts.

The personal and financial support of several individuals and groups
also made the project possible. Financial sponsorship of the project has
been provided by the East Bay Regional Park District, the Brooks Family
Foundation, the City of Fremont, the Oliver De Silva Company, the Alameda
County Water District, and various members of the Patterson family,
especially David and Joan Pastterson, Dorothy Patterson, and the J. B.
Patterson Trust. David and Joan Patterson have been steadfest in their
determinastion to preserve the history of the Patterson family over time and
have supported this work at every juncture.

The present project goes well beyond the Pattersons to focus upon the
Patterson Ranch during the years in which it weas transformed from & rural
agricultural enterprise to the Ardenwood planned community. A "New Town"
both in concept and in fact, Shakespeare's idyllic Ardenwood may be an
elusive metaphor masking the difficult choices that changes in land use
inevitably bring.

Leon G. Campbell
Executive Vice President
Patterson Fremont Management, Inc.

May, 1988
Fremont, Californis
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HRDEN RANCH

Borghi's father and uncle in the 1920s.
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SCENES FROM THE BORGHI DAIRY ON THE PATTERSON RANCH, 1948

Frank getting ready to round up the cows
for milking

Frank and employee putting milk machine Frank and friend
on cow for 4 P.M. milking
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INTERVIEW HISTORY — Frank Borghi

This first volume of interviews in the Patterson Family and Ranch Oral
History Project focuses on agriculture and rural life on the ranch and in
surrounding areas for a period of more than ninety years. One of the uses
of the westernmost portion of Patterson Ranch lands was dairy farming; over
the years, several dairies leased land and buildings in this area. Frank
Borghi, the subject of the following interview, lived on dairies on the
Patterson Ranch for over twenty-five years, from his birth in 1924 to 1950,
when he moved his dairy to nearby Newark. He worked on his father's dairy
as a youngster and operated his own, in partnersghip with his uncle, from
1940 until 1964, when the increasing costs of operating in a suburban
setting forced him to give up the dairy business.

Mr. Borghi gives a picture of growing up on the rural North Plain and
describes the dairy farm operation in some detail-——the workers from
Switzerland and Portugal, the impact of the Depression, the changing
technology of milk production. He recalls Henry Patterson as a considerate
landlord concerned with the welfare of ranch tenants and Will Patterson as
less involved with the ranch operation but active in the Alameda County
Water District.

In addition to his dairy farming, Mr. Borghi has an impressive record
of community service in southern Alameda County. Like William Patterson, he
has served for many years as director and president of the water district.
He has also been trustee for two local school districts and president of the
Union City Chamber of Commerce. In 1958 he received the Junior Chamber of
Commerce outstanding young farmer award.

Mr. Borghi was interviewed on April 6, 1987, at his home in Union City,
California. His wife, Elva Mae, was present during the interview and was
also a project interviewee because of her childhood connection with the
Patterson Ranch. Mr. Borghi reviewed the transcript, making no substantive
changes, and supplied a number of photographs which document the dairy
operation.

Ann Lage
Interviewer/Editor
Project Director

September, 1988

Regional Oral History Office

The Bancroft Library

University of California at Berkeley
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I BORGHI FAMILY DAIRIES

Family Roots in Italy

[Date of Interview: April 6, 1987] ##

Mr. Borghi, Tell me something about your family, where they're
from, how long they've been here in Washingten Tewnship.

My grandmother came to Califernia in 1890. In 1900, or shertly
before there, she was married, and they dairied in the
Calaveras area just above Sunol, Califernia.

Where did your grandmother come froem?

She came from Asti, Italy. My grandfather came from Cant§
Italy; it's an area known for furniture making.

Were they in a farming community in Italy, do you know?

My grandmother was, and I always remember her telling us about
these castles and hew the people in the country surrounding the
castle would bring all their food to this castle. It was
interesting reading of the history of Europe and Italy, that
her stories coincided with the readings that I had at school.

Then my mother was born in 1897, and she passed away in
Nevember of '86.

She had a long 1ife.

Very much se.

##This symbol indicates that a tape or segment of a tape has
begun or ended. For a guide to the tapes see page 41.
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Is this your mother's side of the family we're talking abeut
when you tell me about your grandparents?

My mother's side.
What was your mother's maiden name?
My mother's maiden name was Borghi alse.

My dad came to California approximately around 1911. He
came from the same town that my mother's father came from,
Cantd§ Italy. He was a wood carver, his mether was a school
teacher, and his dad had spent a great deal of time in Seouth
America. They beought quite a bit of property in Italy; they
have apartments, and so forth, that are still ewned by the
family.

Se you have some ties. Do you keep in touch?
Yes, I've been to Italy approximately seven times.
Your father came here as a woo’worker?

Yes, but after he was here tweo months he worked for a livery
stable, herse stable, where they rented horses out, and then he
bought the stable out himself, and he operated the stable. He
knew my grandfather se when the horses needed a vacation, when
they were tired, he would bring the horses out here to my
grandparents' dairy in the Decoto area. In 1902, I believe it
was, or 1903, the city of San Francisce had beught up all this
land in the Calaveras area above Sunol and built the dam up
there. So my grandparents had to meve their dairy, and they
moved out to the Decoto area approximately in 1903.

Your grandparents en your mother's side?
Yes. Then they dairied out here off of Whipple Read.

Do you think your mether and father were related somewhere back
in Italy, since they both have the name Borghi? It might have
gone way back.

No, they're not related. As much as I can find out, there were
two Borghi families, but they were not related. Could be maybe
way back, but it's a common name like the Portuguese names like
Rose, and Silva, Azevedo.
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Dairies on the Patterson Ranch

Did yeur father go into business, then, with his in-laws? Or
did he stay in the stables?

He stayed in the stables, and then the autemobiles and trucks
came along. I believe he had rented his herses to the
telephone company, and when they started buying trucks,
eventually that forced him eut. He went dewn te Fresne and
worked in a dairy down in Fresno. There was a creamery in San
Francisco called California Milk Company, and they bought this
dairy on the Pattersen Ranch, and I ferget whe they beought it
from, and they asked my dad if he would manage this dairy.
This was abeut 1922. So my dad managed it fer approximately
three years or so, and then he bought a dairy just en the seuth
side of Jarvis Road, which is just seouth of Ardenweed, there,
and still on the Patterson preperty. We leased appreoximately
two hundred acres from the Pattersens. Then my uncle became
manager of the California Milk Company. That's lecated where
Mel Alameda and his sons have their operatien yard--

The cauliflewer operatien?
Yes, the yard is dewn there. In fact, I have a picture that we

would like you to look at of the elder dairy, showed all the
milkers, and so forth, and I believe that was taken in abeout

1924, and I may want to donate that to the Arderweed Histerical

Seciety.

Se there was the California Dairy, and that was managed by yeur
uncle,

Yes, and that operated till approximately 1929, when the
Califernia Milk Cempany sold out te the Golden State Milk
Company. My uncle got married that year, and went on a tour of
Europe, and returned in 1930. Then he went inte a partnership
with Vierra brethers on a dairy on Marsh Read; that was still
on the Patterson Ranch. In approximately 1940 my uncle bought
out the Vierra brethers' part in the dairy, and we operated
that dairy till 1950.

Did you kind of eoperate it together, your father and uncle
worked tegether?

No, it was always separate. So my uncle operated that dairy
till 1950, and due to the fact that the cost of feed was
getting higher here, we moved that dairy over in the Newark
area where there were better facilities and so forth. It was a
larger facility because we were milking more cows. The
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Pattersons had been very fair with us, they never raised the
rent, or anything, In fact, when we meved off the property
they gave us the last six months rent free on the properties.

My dad operated his dairy from 1924 te appreximately the
mid-fifties. My mother and my dad separated in 1940, But I
recall the depression years when the milkers were paid a dollar
a day, and the men that did the field work would be paid from
the first of March through the first of November, the other
four months they would just work fer their beard and roem. I
remember these days vividly.

Where did yeu live? Did you live in that area?
Yes, I lived on the dairy that's south of Jarvis Road. 1In
fact, the lane into our dairy is the same lane that now goes

into Ardenwood. Now the subdivision there is knewn as the
Lake.

Family and Schoeoling

I remember my brother and I, we both liked scheol very much.
We went to Washington High Scheel. In fact, my mother had
brought us en a tour of Europe in 1938, and then we beth
entered school in 1938, We were active in sperts.

Let me just get a few dates and names. When were you born?
What year?

I was born on February 22, 1924.

Okay. And at that time your father had the dairy on the
Pattersen Ranch?

Yes, we had the dairy at that time.

What waa the name of the dairy?

Borghi Dairy.

And how abeut your uncle's dairy?

Well, he went under the name of Borghi and Vierra, and then
later it became the Franzo Borghi Dairy. The first dairy that

they were involved with was the California Milk Company.

Let's get your parents' names down.
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My dad was Frank Berghi, and my mother was Bessie Boerghi. I
have a brether Henry Berghi, and I go by Frank Beorghi, Junior.

Any sisters?

No sisters, just the two of us.

Then you say you started scheel here in Washingten Tewnship?

Yes, I went to the one-room scheol, Linceln Scheel, threugh the
sixth grade. Then I went to Centerville Elementary fer the
seventh and eighth grade. Then I went te Washingten High
Scheel. I graduated in '42; my brother graduated in '42 alseo.
He went on te the University of Califernia, where he became a
chemical engineer, and he was alse an excellent football player
when he attended the University of Califernia. He played in
the Rose Beowl.

It's been a long time since Cal's played in the Rose Bewl.
[Laughs] '

You can say that again. [Laughter] As far as myself, my
education terminated when I finished high scheel. Then I went
to work with my uncle and became associated with his dairy.
That was in approximately 1943. I worked with him, and I
managed his dairies until 1964, when we finally seld eut.
There was one other dairy left in Washington Tewnship.

So you're going te have a leot to tell me about the dairy
business.

Very much se.
I hadn't realized you had been that involved with it yeurself.

Yes. In fact, I received an award--what was the title,
Elvamae?

You were outstanding farmer of the Junior Chamber of Commerce.
When was that?
That was about twenty-six, twenty-seven years ago.

Approximately 1960.
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Dairy Werkers from Switzerland and Pertugal, 1930s-1950s

You started to tell me about some memories from the thirties,
and I think that would be a good place teo begin. What de you
remember as a boy on the dairy?

Soeme of these things I remember quite vividly, as I peinted
out--the employees working for a dollar a day, and some of the
employees just working for their beard and reem. I always
looked forward to the summer menths because my mether weuld
allew my brother and I to eat lunch with all our employees, and
of course, during those years, we weuld beard-and-roem our
employees. The majority of our employees then came from
Switzerland; they were Swiss-German, and we could never learn
their language. These men worked every day, they never had a
day off or vacations. Finally ‘in the mid-thirties they
received a day off a menth, and it gradually increased te twe
days, and so ferth.

Did mest of them come directly ever from Switzerland?

Yes.

Specifically teo weork here?

To work here on the dairies.

Did you have some tie to Switzerland?

Well, not so much, the ties were with the empleyees that we had
empleoyed, and they had their friends, and they would mentien to
them that it was a good dairy where the employers fed their
empleyees real well, because sometimes you weuld work in those
days and the meals were very skimpy. Of course, we always had
plenty of feod for all eur men.

Most of them were single men, then?

Yes, they were single.

Did they intend to go back to Switzerland?

Yes, some did, some married, and some went into in the dairy
business themselves. Some of the men we helped get started.

I also remember the sugar beet fields out there, and the
tractor lifting the beets, and then mostly Filipinos that would
top the beets, and they would load them on these trucks, and
they would bring them te the sugar mill here in Alvarado. I
remember in 1932, the year of the Depression, that I wore a
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size seven hat, and some of the tomatoes were so large that
they wouldn't even fit in the hat. Not a tomate was picked out
of here.

They just had no market for them?
There was just no market at all.
Did the Depression hurt the dairy business quite a bit?

Yes, in fact, the creamery we were shipping our milk to, I
believe, hadn't paid us fer about three menths, and I'll always
remember they had a meeting. There were approximately thirty
or forty dairymen there, and they wanted their money for three
months. They held out there from ten o'cleck in the merning
till abeut ten o'clock in the evening, The rest of the
dairymen were in a very difficult situation of lesing their
cattle, and everything, My dad and anether gentleman by the
name of Jack Stadler were very successful, and the rest of the
dairymen always asked for their guidance. Finally Mr. Stadler
and my dad relented, and they received a ene~menth milk check
rather than the three months. We never were paid fer these
other two menths.

Was it a local creamery?
It was in Oakland, at that time it was Hagstrom's Creamery.
Did you sell mainly te local creameries?

Basically we sold to Hagstrom's till approximately 1934, and
then my uncle and my dad and soeme of the milk truck drivers
that were invelved with the California Milk Cempany in San
Francisce started the Gelden West Dairy, with distributien in
San Francisce. Then we began sending our milk te this plant.
That plant eperated teo approximately, oh, I would say abeut
1955, and then it merged with People's Dairy, and then after a
number of years they sold out te Borden. Then Borden began to
get their milk from the San Joaquin Valley, so then fer the
last, I would say, feur years we shipped our milk te the Piers
Creamery in Pale Alte.

About how many laborers were empleyed by your dairy, er did
this fluctuate a great deal?

When we had my dad's dairy, we had approximately eight men
working full time. Then we went to milking machines, and when
we were milking—well, actually, we were milking on two
dairies, so we were milking approximately five hundred cows,
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and we had approximately twelve employees between both dairies
at that time. Towards the last eight years or so my uncle had
two dairies, after my dad sold out, we had two dairies.

Were they empleyed year-round, or was it seasonal?

Yes, they were year-round, and after 1940 we had all married
employees; it was very difficult to keep single men at that
time. So it was much more econemical for us te keep married

people.
Did you have them living on the dairy?

Yes, the majority all lived on our dairy; we had housing fer
them.

Why is it more economical to have married people? You den't
feed them?

Yes, if you don't feed them, you den't have to have semeone te
cook for them, and so forth.

They had their own homes?

Yes, but basically by having married people the men would stay
with us for a considerable length of time. In fact, when we
sold the dairy ever in Newark, after we had meved from the
Patterson Ranch, we had some employees there for ten and twelve
years. It was interesting, after the forties we no longer had
Swiss milkers. We had Pertuguese milkers because it seemed
like Portuguese brought their family with them. Then I learned
how to speak Pertuguese.

So even as late as the forties you were having new immigrants
frem Portugal?

Oh, yes.
I thought the Portuguese in the area went way back.

Definitely Pertuguese came here at the turn of the century, and
the majority of the dairies here were Portuguese. But we had
empleoyees, I remember, in the late fifties, that we were hiring
directly from Peortugal. There's still quite a few immigrants
coming from Portugal. Now they go directly to these farms in
the San Joaquin Valley. In fact, they have these fiestas, or
holy ghost days, and when you go to one of those, you won't
hear a word of English. [Laughs]

How about the Italian community? Did it keep its language
alive?
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Basically eut here the majority of the Italians were invelved
in vegetable gardening. There wasn't that many Italian
families; in fact, it was until the sixties, I think, before we
had eur ewn Italian club out here. That's when the residential
areas grew up out here.

So it wasn't a big Italian faming cemmunity?

No, it was basically a Pertuguese farming cemmunity, and
dairying, and se ferth.

Milk Buckets, Pipelines, and Increasing Costs

What changes did you see over the years in dairy equipment?
When did the mechanized milking come in?

Oh, it was in 1940 because it was difficult te keep milkers,
and so we started putting in milking machines then. We never
did ge inte the pipelining, altheugh, I believe there was only
two dairies in this whele area that went inte milking directly
inte pipelines.

You're going te have te explain that to me.

For example, in a barn they had thirty cews te a string, se you
had this milk line that goes where your stanchiens are, and
then you have your electrical hook-up there, and yeu hook up
this milking machine, and then it attaches to the udder of the
cow, and the milk would go directly inteo this pipeline, and
then inte the milk house where they had a cold-wall tank where
you keep the milk at appreximately thirty-eight te forty
degrees.

I see. What's the alternative if you don't use the pipeline?

If you don't, then in between every twe cews you set an eight-
gallen milk bucket, and seo you could easily milk both at the
same time, or you milk ene, and then you switch over to the
other, and it pumps the milk inte this bucket. Se basically it
was more advantageous te us te de it that way. There was some
disadvantages with the pipelines because of the fact that they
were still experimenting with them. The milk was pumped up te
about, oh, approximately four and a half feet, where new the
pipelines have been put abeut a foot above the floor so that
it's a lot better having the milk moved by just a good gravity
flow, rather than being pumped up. If I had to centinue in
the dairy business, I would have gone to the pipeline system.
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But it was a question of us moving down te the valley, the San
Joaquin Valley. My family, Elvamae's mom and dad, they lived
in this area. My mom was getting aleng in years, and so I
stayed in the community. I had a let of ties-—I was on the
scheol board, I was a member of the water beard, I had been a
fire commissioner, I was invelved in fleed centrol, in the
formatien of the junior cellege. There was a lot of good ties
that I had.

Tell me why you had te make that cheice in the sixties. What
was it that kind of ferced yeu eut in 19637

Really what forced us out was the cest of preducing milk here,
bringing all our feed supplies in frem the San Jeaquin
Valley.

Se yeu lest the suppert systems?

Yes.

Before did yeu get your feed from lecal--—?

Yes, frem the lecal area. And alse, the cost, for example, of
leasing property became a preblem. We were with the Heath
Estate at that time, and there was some discussien then ef
developing their properties.

That was in Newark?

Yes, so it was a goed oppertunity for us te sell out. New, the
property where we were located is where they have that big
Mewry shepping center.

It would be nice if you had ewned all that land.

Yes. Well, the amazing thing ef it is, that there was 365
acres, and in 1950 we had the epportunity te buy that property
for approximately $160,000.

You didn't take it?
No, although my uncle and my dad ewned properties in the

Almaden Valley in San Jese. It's amazing, we leased property
here, but we bought property in Santa Clara County.
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II THE PATTERSON RANCH AND FAMILY

Growing Up on the Patterson Ranch

Let's try to focus new on the Patterson Ranch area. When was
the end of the dairy work there?

The end of the dairy there was 1950. Again, basically, as I
pointed out, we were just milking teo many cews for the
facilities. We were in need of a storm shed, and Pattersen had
leased the property very reasonable te us. We knew that it was
just a question of time because vegetable farming was far mere
lucrative to the Pattersons than the dairy would be. We just
didn't want to confrent them with the problem because they had
been very fair to us eover the years.

i

Hew long did your uncle stay on at the Patterson Ranch?

The same time. We were in business tegether from 1920 te 1950.
You grew up living on the Patterson Ranch then?

Yes. |

Although it's net part of the ranch that's preserved at
Ardenwoeod, is it?

It was where the Lake is now lecated, that would be south of
Jarvis Read. If you're going dewn Jarvis, the Lake is halfway
between the freeway and Newark Boulevard. 1It's a large
subdivision, just seuth of Ardenweed Park.

So you were fairly close to where the park is now?

Yes, oh, right across the Dumbarton [84] freeway. I would say
within three quarters of a mile. The lane that comes from
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where we had our farm would go right inte the Patterson
property, where the Arderwood home's lecated now.

Se that's the area where you grew up?
Yes.

New what was it like being a boy in what must have been wide
open space. No Nimitz freeway?

No Nimitz, it was wide open. I remember my brether and I had
chores. We had te feed the calves when we were young, As we
grew up, we later started milking the cews, and in the
summertime some of the men would want some vacatien time or
days off, se my brother and I weuld do some of the milking, We
cut hay, we would load hay, load sack feed.

In fact we always used te loek ferward, because doewn at
Arden Station, off of Marsh Road, they would bring in carleads
of grain, and we would heek our herses up teo the wagens, and we
would go out there. We had a truck, and the herse and wagens,
and we would leoad twenty tons of sacks that weighed 100 peunds
each. We looked forward te deing that. As I peinted out, we
looked forward alse to going te scheel. On Sundays we weuld
always have some sort of baseball game geing with our men. Or
on a sunny afternoon we would go out and watch the Oakland Oaks
or the San Francisce Seals. That was our only entertainment.
But then we had to come back in the evening and milk these
cows.

You had a lot mere responsibility than kids de teday.
Yes, very much se.
Was achievement in scheel stressed by your family?

Yes. They stressed it to a certain peint, but we enjoyed geing
to scheel. There was competitien between my brether and I.

Which ene was elder?
I was. I was nineteen meonths older than my brether.
But you had cempetition for grades?

Yes, always. He was a little smarter than I was.

That's hard if you're older and he's smarter. [Laughs]

May I interject? Did you miss a few football practices because
you had te come home and milk the cews?



F. Berghi:

Lage:

F. Borghi:

Lage:

F. Berghi:

F. Beorghi:

Lage:
F. Borghi:
Lage:

F. Borghi:

Lage:

F. Berghi:

Lage:

13

Yes, semetimes we had te.

Se your family put the cheres at home as the number one
prierity?

Yes.

That's what I hear frem others, teoo. I interviewed Ruel Brown.

Were you a contemperary of his?
Yes, I remember Ruel. Not so much him, but I remember his dad,

and another gentleman named Henry Martin. They were the ones
that weould build the fences in the fall ef the year.

Boeyhood Memories of Cattle Herding

That's another thing, when we were young, we would always leek
forward te the fall of the year. The Pattersons had a large
herd of beef cattle, and in late September they weul” bring
them down from the Livermeore hills, down Niles Canyen, aleng
Mission Boulevard, and Decote Read, inte Jarvis Read, and then
down where we were. These cattle would feed on the beet teops,
and then later on the tematoes, and then appreximately at
Christmas time they would herd them back inte the meuntains.

So they had a group of cowbeys?
Yes, they did, they had an excellent herd of beef cattle.
Isn't it amazing, it wasn't really all that leng age?

Neo, it wasn't. It seems like it was yesterday; a let of times
I think about it.

And you never see something like that today, a herd of cattle
coming down the read. [Laughs]

That's right. In fact, when we were on the Patterson Ranch, it
was amazing that we rented property from the Heath Estate, then
we got inveolved in the Heath Estate again, but between
Irvington and Warm Springs there was approximately a thousand
acres of pasture land down there. We weould truck the cattle
down there, but then in the fall of the year, we would herd
them up Fremont Boulevard, and along Cook Road, then down
Blacow Read, and ever to Marsh Road, and then en to our farm
So we used to leok forward to doing that alse.

Was that as a boy, or did yeu do that later?
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No, as a boy. Later it became a little toeo pepulated. But we
did that up to the forties, and then we had better equipment,
seo then we could do our transperting with eur trucks.

You must have enjoyed it, or yeu wouldn't have gone inte the
dairy business.

Oh, very much se.
It was semething that you liked?

Yes. I don't knew if it was brought te your attentien, but
Zwissig Brothers, or the Zwissig family, in the early 1900s,
and I weould assume up till abeut 1918, weuld bring their cattle
down te the Patterson Ranch and out towards Ceyote Hills. They
would milk the cattle in that area out there. Then in the fall
of the year they would return here in the Decote area. (The
Zwissig Dairy was located west of the Masonic heme along
Mission Boulevard.)

So they used the ranch as a pasture area?
Well, they had a lot of green feed, so cattle did very well.
It was very econemical pasture land, and so they eperated the

dairy there. I don't knew if it had been brought te your
attention.

Henry Patterson—A Considerate Landlord

Did you knew the Patterson family through these many years?

Well, yes, I remember Henry Pattersen quite well. Every day he
toured threugh the ranches, and sometimes he would stop and
talk to me. In the summer, when they had fruit, he would tell
me that I could go down and pick some fruit off of his trees.
In those days we would pay our rent every six menths, and se
when we would go down and pay eur rent I remember my dad would
always tell me, "You sit in the car because these are very rich
peeple, and they don't want a lot of noise around here, you
know." Se my brother and I would sit in the car, and he would
go in and pay his rent.

We really looked up to the Pattersons, very nice people,
considerate people. I know that some of the people that leased
properties from them during the Depression, they didn't have
any income off their crops, and the Pattersens would not
collect any rent from them. They were very considerate people.
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You mentioned they kept the rents dewn.

Our rent never changed, I think frem 1924 to the fifties; I
don't recall our rent changing at all., That was one of the
reasons that we were sort of embarrassed to ask them te make
improvements and so forth, knewing fully well that dairying was
going out in our area, and it was far mere econemical feor them
to lease their preoperties te the peeople that were grewing
vegetables.

Was your arrangement that they put in the imprevements; did
they build the buildings you needed?

Oh, yes, they built all the buildings and everything.
They built feor your werkers and everything?

Well, as far as I can remember, all the buildings were already
there. In fact, when I was baptized in 1925, we had a large
barn there for grain and hay, and it had a hardweed fleer. 1In
1925 my parents had something like four hundred peeple as their
guests. There was a big barbecue, and they had a dance band
and everything, They did the same thing for my brether in
1926. Then again in 1933 we had just a big party for friends
from San Francisce and Oakland, a big beautiful barn, beautiful
hardwood fleer.

; never think ef a barn with a hardweed fleer.

Hardweood fleer, yes.
That was in the same area that we're talking about?
Yes, in the Lake area of the Pattersen Ranch.

Did you yourself, as you got inte the managing the business,
have connectien or dealings with the Pattersons?

The only connectiens-—sometimes he would tell me er my uncle
that some of the farmers would be using the water, and he would
appreciate it if we could work out some arrangement, maybe
water at nighttime so we would net interfere with the farmers
that were growing vegetables. But we never had teo much
eccasion to really sit dewn and discuss things. My uncle was
the one that weould go over teo his residence every six menths.

I had my activities managing the dairies.

It sounds as if things just went aloeng very smoothly. He
didn't interfere in your operations——

No, Mr. Patterson never interfered at all.
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I've heard stories about his sort of making the rounds of the
ranch. Would he come areund te the dairy?

Yes, this is what I've mentioned earlier—I'll always recall
that every day maybe around ten o'clock er so in the merning,
you could expect him geing theugh all the preperties. He
enjoyed looking at the properties, and sometimes he would step
and talk to my dad, ask hew things were geing, and se ferth
The only thing that I can remember about his children—-1I was
too small te remember, but my mem said that when they were
going to college, and the kids, I guess they had breught their
friends dewn, and they had a big party, and then they came dewn
te the dairy, and they wanted te know how they could milk a
cow, so they had them dewn there squirting milk areund, and
they said I was small, and they were squirting milk in my face.

Will Patterson, the Water District, and Water Problems at
Arderwood

New Will Pattersoen—1I remember Will as mere of a shy persen.
Will was more active with the [Alameda County] Water District
and community activities, He wasn't as active as Henry was.
In the later years after Henry passed away, I think at that
time we had meved over to the Newark—

Henry died in '55.

That's right, in'55, so we had left in the early fifties, so I
really don't recall that area.

Then you didn't deal with the sens?

No, we didn't deal with them. Will, as I said, he was more of
a shy persen. Frem what I can gather in the water district he
served forty-five years, twenty-two years as chairman of the
beard. He was actually a general manager because he was the
first member of the board and knew a great deal abeut running
the district and se forth. It wasn't until appreoximately 1950
when Mr, Whitfield came aleng, whe had the technical experience
[that Mr. Pattersen could step back]. Befere that Mr. Richmend
was a general manager, but Mr, Patterson handled the operation
as far as contracts and things of that nature. We were very
fortunate teo have a person of that type.

It was ironic last Thursday at the Arderwood regienal
park, the Alameda County Water District commenced pumping the
well located near the Patterson house. They have been having
problems with the well there on the park preperty. I have been
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very much cencerned with the quality of water, and the cost of
putting in a well there would be approximately $75,000, and the
well they have now can net be used te water the crops.

It's too salty?

Yes. So what we did, we're coeperating with the East Bay
Regional Park, and we're pumping that well because our pregram
to improve our underground aquifers has been very successful
through this whole area. What's happening is we're forcing the
high chlerides out towards the bay. We feel very streongly that
after pumping this well, we can get these chlerides dewn.
Chlerides have been drepping in all our wells; we've been able
to clear up the underground strata. Seo I was very happy that I
was able to press the button here because Mr. Pattersen served
so many years on the beard, and new I'm able te carry out seme
of his ideas.

As I look back again, in 1924, when my dad first leased
properties of Patterson, we could pump water at twenty-five
feet. By 1939 we were down ever three hundred feet, abeut
three hundred and fifty. When the Pattersens dug these new
wells, the first hundred feet were cemented so there wouldn't
be saltwater intrusien. So now that has served tweo purpeses.
One of them is that it hasn't allewed industrial contaminants
to enter the underground aquifer. For example, in Santa Clara
County, they've had this preblem. Se that eur underground
aquifers are not centaminated, we have been sealing off the
wells as development comes in. In fact, we've sealed a number
of the wells on the Pattersoen property. Some of the wells that
were drilled before 1939 just had a well casing. When that
well casing rusts, and if it's in an upper strata and it has a
lot of chlorides, the water goes inte your lewer strata and
just contaminates everything.

Is that why the water is salty there?

Yes. We everdrafted the basin frem pumping, the water level
kept going down, dewn We have about four er five aquifers
here, so the water from the upper aquifers, when the water
table went down, and if these well casings were broken, it
would just go right inte yeur lewer aquifers.

And contaminate the lower ones?

Yes.

Mr. Whitfield told me about the various programs to get the
salt water out and pump the fresh water in, and then I couldn't

understand why, at the Patterson Ranch, they were still having
trouble, why those programs didn't work at the Patterson Ranch.
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Well, it has worked. It's amazing; there are wells all areund
the Ardenweod where the Pattersen home is, and in these wells,
the chlorides are low. As I peinted out, the salt intrusion
was up as far as the Alameda Creek; our percelatien area is out
here in the Niles area. These aquifers are in layers, so as
the fresh water percolates down it gets inte these aquifers,
and it forces the salt water out. Seo basically what we've
done, we've ferced all the salt, or the high chlerides, belew
the Nimitz Freeway, so in everything belew the freeway, there
may be seme peckets of water with high salt centent. What
happens is this pecket is there at Ardenweed. In fact, we put
piezometers areund Ardemweed Park te test the water. Within a
half a mile nerth Newark has a park, and they have a well there
with very excellent well water for their park. And the
Ardenwoed Park well is the enly well that has high chleride.

I see, so it's a very lecalized situatien.

That's right. I went dewn te the park abeut three weeks age
with our staff. They thought there was enly feur wells in the
area, and there was five wells. One of these wells that they
had completely fergotten about was drilled in 1915. It's dewn
about 125 feet, and we know the casing is bad in it and se we
cemented that ene, and there's anether ene that we cemented
also. We put these piezometers in so that we can test the
water.

What is a piezemeter?

It's a small hele, abeut twe inches, that's drilled dewn 300 te
500 feet. Actually, it's a test well, so we can test the
water. In the ene that's down at five hundred feet, they found
thirty-five parts of chlerides, se that's just abeout like
pristine water. That's just excellent, you knew. Then at 250
feet we're up at seven hundred parts, see. New by pumping this
well here-—we have these three piezometers at different
locatiens, and we can tell if the chleoride starts dropping at
some of these spets, then we know we're going to be successful.
If it deoesn't drop, then we know that there's a preblem there.
It could be the salt pends——they were about a mile and a half
frem the park—and there could be seme wells that were net
sealed, and water can constantly drep in there.

But, see, what's happened here is that here abeut five
years age it was at about twe hundred parts, and now we're at
seven hundred parts; it gradually went up. Se it's the feeling
of our staff, and basically mine alse, that what's happened is
that the water with these high chlorides gradually pushed its
way into this area here. We really den't know what's under
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Water problem may he licked

By Carolyn Penn
Staff writer’

FREMONT —~ A plan to reopen
Ardenwood Regional Preserve’'s wells
by pushing salty underground water
back toward the bay was put into action
Thursday.

Two of three wells were sealed this
winter, when park officials conceded de-
feat in their ongoing battle against salt
intrusion. .

But the Alameda County Water Dis-
trict refused to give up and has begun
pumping salt water from one well, al-
lowing fresh water to return to the lay-
ers l:Jf sand, rock and clay beneath the
park.

Water district board president Frank
Borghi Jr. grinned broadly as he pushed
the big green button to activate the
pump Thursday. The water district’s as-

sistant manager, James Beard, cau-
tioned that it will take 90 days to
determine whether the reclamation well
can actually banish the salt . water
permanently. \
» But water and park officials were
optimistic. :

East Bay Regional Park District Di-
rector Lynn Bowers watched the salty
water flow into the drainage ditch with
visions of 125 cultivated acres dancing in
his head. '

“What this pump means for the park,”"

Bowers said, “is that we can run a real
farm here now; not just a Disneyland
showpiece.

“With our own well, it will be econom-
ically possible to cultivate our own pro-
duce. We'll se’. up a roadside produce
stand. And we’ll cultivate all this acre-
age with the kind of row crops people

planted 100 years ago.”

Well water had previously been too
salty for the crops. The park has been
paying residential rates far district wa-
ter and limiting its annual cultivation to

. 35 atres.

The aquifer reclamation well is part
of the water district's 25-year war
against salt water intrusion of under-
ground streams, a battle the district is
very close to winning, Borghi said.

_.Project director Curt Ireland estimat-

ed the cost!of the reclamation well at
$10,000. But if the project is successful,

‘the park district will save the $75,000 it

costs to sink a new well.

“It's getting tougher and tougher to
find sites to sink reclamation or moni-
toring wells,” water district manager
Roy Coverdale said. “So we're very hap-
py about this cooperative effort.”
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there. But we're very hopeful that we're going te be
successful, and we have a pocket also in the Heath Estate area

off of Mowry Avenue in the Newark area.

Does the salt water affect the Alameda farming operatioen? Or
do they have a goed well?

Their wells are good, they have about five or six, and they
sprinkle, using a sprinkling system. At Ardenweood, they fleoed-
irrigate. If you fleed, yeu have mere of a tendency eof
bringing up that salt, where if yeu're using the sprinkler
system, or drip irrigation, you're net using as much water, and
there isn't that tendency of bringing up yeur salt. Because
what's happened, alse, is that our program is se successful
that we're bringing the chlerides up te the tep, see, because
the higher your water table cemes, it forces your salt eut. So
the Alamedas are successful because they've been able te use a
sprinkling system.

Okay. I think we've pretty well ceovered things, unless you
have more receollections about the land, er any other—

Well, like I mentioned, some of the highlights were deing the
chores, going te scheel.

Did you get to roam around any? Did yeu ge down te Ceyote
Hills? :

Yes, sometimes we would go out there because we had pasture
land out there for our dairy cattle, se I would ge out there.
At that time there wasn't the willows; there was some willews,
but it weuld fleed in the winter months, but then in the summer
it became grazing pasture, and se ferth.

Did your land fleed when you ran the dairy?

It didn't floed until the year we meved out. In 1950 we moved
out, and that winter we had our dry stock there, and we had six
inches of water in the barns. But the other dairy eut here
never flooeded. But that was the only time that I've seen water
on that property. There was six inches of water in eur cow
barn.

Pretty substantial. That was a big year, I gather.

Yes, there was a lot of rain that year. That was in April; we
talk about April fleoods, and there was actually April fleeds.
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IIT COMMIUNITY SERVICE

School Board Member

Tell me how you got so invelved in community activities. Was
the water board your first?

No, my first activity was a fire commissioner. I was in the
Chamber of Commerce, and then the fire chief asked me if I
would like te serve as fire commissiener, and se I did. Then
the high school—1I didn't think that they were deing a geed
enough jeb of public speaking, that's why I'm net an excellent
speaker, and I thought that they could impreve their college
prep courses and so ferth.

Was this based on your own experience, then?

Yes, my own experience. My wife was my campaign manager before
I got married, and I was elected to office, and it was a
challenge. We built four er five high scheoels while I was en
the beard.

How long were you en the beoard?
I was on the beard thirteen years.
During a peried ef real grewth.

Yes. Four high scheools were built, and a fifth went eut to
bid. We had a lot of interesting challenges, and we impreved
the educatienal program. We were one of the first districts to
have nighttime counseling and night libraries, and actually
full-time counselors. We were one of the first districts in
the Bay Area that provided medical ceverage for our teachers
and our classified employees. When I proposed this the first
year, the certificated employees wanted a three-hundred-dellar—
a-year raise instead of the medical benefits, and the
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classified, they followed my suggestion and they accepted the
medical benefits. The follewing year the teachers came and
asked me if this was pessible.

Our educational pregrams were highly visible; we had
districts throughout the state that came and visited our
scheel. Alse I was in the ferefroent in dropping the class
periods, teachers were teaching six perieds a day, and we went
down te five periods.

Sounds like you were an advecate for the teachers.

Yes, I was. Of course, my cousin was a teacher, and she became
a teacher in our district, my uncle's daughter, and then I
learned later that my grandmother had been a schoeeol teacher.

It was interesting also that some of the tests that I had taken
in schoel when I was a junior and senier, the direction was
that I should go inte teaching. It's just fantastic.

Do yoeu have any regrets that yeu didn't take that directien, er
maybe you had enough being en the scheel beard?

Well, we can't look back, you know, we always leook forward. I
have one boy whe new, I think, is going te ge inte teaching,
and we have another nineteen—year—-eold boy that we've tried teo
direct in that directien.

Service on the Alameda County Water District Beard ##

You became a member of the Alameda County Water District Beard
in--

In February ef 1962.
And how did you happen te run fer the water beard?

I didn't run for the water beard, I was appointed. They wanted
representation from Unien City, from the nerthern area of the
district. Teony Enes, who did all the pump werk in the
Pattersen properties, had a hardware store and did electrical
work and pump repair. He suggested that I should serve on the
board, and I assumed that he had talked with a number of beard
members, and they knew my interest in water, and basically
also, I was invelved in the Heath Estate Dairy there, and they
knew I had an interest in water conservatien.

By serving on the water board I nearly lest a lot of my
farm friends because a pump tax was approved by the water
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F. Berghi: district beard, and I knew that with Elvamae's father, they
would ask him, "What's wreng with Frank, we've put these wells
in, and new they want to charge me for the water." Basically
what was happening was that the water was going bad in all
these wells due to salt intrusion, and the enly way we could
improve the wells and continue the farming, and alse the
development of the area, was te bring water in. Because we
breught this water in, and the development, these farmers seld
their property for some large sums of meoney. I knew that
there's times now they sort of leoek at me sheepishly because if
it wasn't for me, they weuldn't be millionaires today.
[Laughter]

Lage: That's an interesting perspective. So yeu came on sert eof as
a representative of famers?

F. Borghi: Yes.
Lage: But found yeourself looking ferward to the changing cemmunity?

F. Borghi: Yes. Of course I would like te see things remain as it was in
the forties and fifties, but time changes, and I weuld like te
still see some eopen space out here, and I'm very impressed with
what they're doing with Ardemweood. I sert of kidded ene of the
directers, Lynn Bowers, at the Regienal Park, that they should
have a small dairy on the farm there, because really, if these
youngsters were te see a cow being milked, they have te travel
for over an hour. They ceuld grow up and never see a cow.

Lage: It seems to me they could de that there. It would fit in,
wouldn't yeu think?

F. Borghi: Yes, Lynn theught it was a geed idea.

Lage: Well, we'll see if they carry through en that. Maybe this
interview will be a little help for recreating the dairy.

F. Borghi: Well, maybe when I retire maybe I could help them get a little
dairy started there.

Family and Later Career

Lage: Tell me what you did when you left the dairy business.

F. Borghi: When I left the dairy business I went into veterinary sales,
and that lasted about two years. I was still serving on the
Washingten High Scheol Board that cevered the Unien City area
when the unification committee, which I was part of, recommended
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that we form the Frement-Newark unified area and Union City.
So I came to work for the New Haven Unified Schoel District,
and I'm in their transpertation department, and now I'm a
driver trainer with their transportatien department.

You train--?
The scheel bus drivers.
I see. So that's a long way frem running a dairy.

Yes, and basically, also, my sons were growing up and I was
involved in Little League, and so forth, and I enjoyed being
around these young people. It was close to heme, and my wife
and I were fortunate during our early marriage on the dairies
and so forth that we invested our money properly. If we had te
live on our salary off the scheool district, there's ne way we
could send our yeungsters te scheol.

You have twe beys?

Three boys. We have one that's thirty-three, and one that's
thirty, and the youngest is nineteen.

Transcribed by Alexandra Walter
Final Typed by Shannen Page
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INTERVIEW HISTORY -- Elva Mae Rose Borghi

Elva Mae Borghi was born in 1932 and raised in a three-room house on
the Patterson Ranch. Her father, Clarence Rose, farmed on land leased from
the Pattersons, who had allowed him to move his house onto a8 ranch site
near Alameda Creek in return for a payment of one dollar a year. Her
father left farming in 1948 but continued to live on the ranch until the

mid-fifties.

Mrs. Borghi vividly remembers visiting the Patterson home as a child
and recalls Henry Patterson as a kind and generous man who always had candy
for the children and who forgave his tenants' payments during the difficult
Depression years. She tells of other Patterson Ranch tenants and describes
the farm operations, the floods, and childhood experiences in the open
spaces of the Patterson Ranch during the 1930s and 1940s.

Mrs. Borghi was interviewed on April 6, 1987, at her home in Union
City. Her husband, Frank Borghi, had been interviewed previously that
evening; his interview precedes hers in this volume.

Ann Lage
Interviewer/Editor
Project Director

September, 1988

Regional Oral History Office

The Bancroft Library

University of California at Berkeley
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A Homesite on Patterson Preoperty for a Dollar a Year

[Date of Interview: April 6, 1987]

Lage: Mrs. Borghi, let's start out with seme informatien abeut your
family. I ran acress a reference to a Reose on the Pattersen
Ranch in 1899. Was that part eof your family?

E. Berghi: Neo, it isn't. That was prebably very clese te my husband's
dairy, the Rose that you're speaking of.

Lage: Bill Reose.

E. Borghi: Bill, and Frank. There was another brether that was an
attorney, I don't knew his name.

Lage: Se that's another common name.

E. Borghi: Yes, they were very good friends. In fact, each summer we
would go and pick their fruit, and they had a let eof peach
trees, and plums, and figs, and they were very generous in that
area. But my grandparents came over frem Portugal in the
1880s. My dad's mother was Mary Rose, and his father was Frank
P. Rose, and they were farmers, but they had their own
property. My dad [Clarence Robert Rese] grew up en a farm.

Lage: In this area?

E. Borghi: In the Alvise district, which is new nerth Frement. He came
from a family of five. He had twe brethers and two sisters,
and they had cows right on their little farm, and herses. He
met my mother—well, they were married in 1931. My mother [Mae
Bertha Rose] was a city girl; she was from Hayward. She got en
a horse one day when they went on a family picnic, and she kicked
the horse wrong, and she took off and landed en a haystack. Se
that's the kind of city gal she was. [laughs] Her parents also
came from Portugal, from San Miguel; my dad's parents were from
Fial. My grandfather on my mother's side was a shoemaker in Hay-
ard; that's how he teok care of his family, he was the town shee-
maker. My grandmother, naturally, didn't work. She came from
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a family of eight. Both my mether and dad came from large fami-
lies, and I am an only child. My mom and dad get married in

1931. I was bern en August 31, 1932, Then my dad began farming
at the Patterson Ranch; when he got married, he left his family.

Oh, I see, he had been farming on his family's farm.

Yes. Then he had a stepdad, and there were a few family
problems, so when he got married his grandmeother had left him a
three-room home on the family property. But there was a little
family friction, and again Mr. Henry Patterson was such a fine
man, and he took a liking to my dad, so he teld my dad he could
meve his three-room house enteo a piece of preperty which is new
the corner of Lowry and Fremont Beoulevards, by the creek.

Was that east of the 880 freeway?

West of 880, It was kind of a triangle there. I would say
maybe it was an acre and a half eor se, and it was by the creek
In fact, my dad and my friends watched the levee every winter
because it would break, and we could get flooded out. Se they
really ceuldn't grow any vegetables there.

Because of the problem of fleooding?

Of floeding, yes. Like I say, he took a liking te my dad, and
he said, "You meve your little house on teo that property, and
you pay me a dollar a year." And that's what my dad did
because he started with abselutely nething. He had this three-
room home, and he was getting married, and he was going teo
lease some property from the Patterson brothers. So he did. I
believe at that time they worked on commissien--se much that
they got for the crops, then the Patterson brothers teook the
commission, accordingly. Hewever, as I grew up I remember
there was some very, very bad years, and they didn't charge any
rent at all. They were very, very caring peeople.

Was the dollar-a-year for the property to live en? Te put the
house on?

Yes, it was just because the house was on their preperty, and I

think it might be some legality for paperwork, but he did pay a
dollar a year.

Visiting the Patterson Home

An interesting thing I remember is I loved to go with my dad te
the Pattersen home to pay the rent because it was like a
mansion. It was, you knew, such a big, beautiful home, and I
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lived in a little three-room home. Seo you can imagine my eyes,
you knew, it just really--

Did you have to wait in the car toe?

No, I didn't. Today's the first time I had heard that, because
being a little girl, my dad would take me with him, and I weuld
really loek forward te that. But if he weuld talk teo long, I
would ceme out in the front yard and swing on the swing they
had.

On the poerch er out en the grass?

On the big tree, it was a rope and wooden seat swing, It was
on this huge tree, and I can remember that se vividly. When
Ardenwood had their dedication, that's the first thing my
husband and I neticed, they did not have the swing on the tree
that the Pattersons had all these years. Seo my husband and I
have been talking about the fact we would like to denate one,
because this was really outstanding, in our minds, if it werks
in with the plans.

Helping Out on the Rose Family Farm

My dad grew sugar beets, corn, peas, tomatoes, and I remember
very vividly that the help was kind of scarce, and we really
couldn't afford to hire too many peeple.

You didn't have a big family of boys.

That's right. So I can remember when I was about ten, I just
loved driving the truck while they would load the boxes of
tomatoes on the truck, and I would go with him te the cannery
and wait in line for hours and hours. I was the apple of my
dad's eye, and I was like a little bey at the time. I would go
out aleong with him, and do these things, and ge te the sugar
mill in Alvarade.

Was that unusual at that time for the girls to do the famm
work?

I don't recall seeing very many girls with their dads, no, but
I would see a lot of the young boys with their fathers. I
sacked potatees with my family. We had the big barm in back of
the house, and my mom used to sack potatees, pick peas; my mem
worked out in the farm too. My dad was net too successful as a
farmer. I mean he did a geed job; it was just in bad times. I
believe about 1948 one of the field representatives from Hunt's
Foods cannery, where he used to sell his tomateoes, came out and
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offered him a job as a field representative because he was so
knewledgeable in the farming business. So he did take it then.
He left the farming abeut 1948 and went te work for Hunt
Brethers.

Se you were there fram '31 to '48.

Yes.

Other Families Leasing Land oen the Ranch

Then the other Rose family that I heard about, whe stayed en
later in the fifties, that was the family yeou're not related to?

No, we're not related to them.

Now I don't remember them staying to the fifties, that Rose
family, but I remember that we bought the dairy, er the cattle
from Rose in 1923 er se.

It could have all been different Roses. You say it's such a
commeon name.

Could be.

So I don't recall any Rose family in the fifties. The Lewis
family were farmers there. Tony Lewis farmed the Patterseon
Ranch for years.

Who else do you recall during that time? Do yeu recall a
Chinese family that farmed--?

Oh, yes. We used to visit——yes, they were right off of the
Marsh Road. Weren't they in the little house?

Yes, Cheng was, but Fong was right across by our dairy. I
always remember Henry Feng.

Yes, I wouldn't knew their names, but I do remember going in
there.

Yes, I remember that clearly.
I was contacted by a Dr. Fong, who heard about the project and
wanted me to interview his cousins, whe he said lived on the

ranch,

I would like to have their addresses, because I haven't seen——
I went to schoeol with Henry Fong.
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New this weuld have been on the ranch, Henry Feng.

Yes, right acress the dairy en Marsh Read.

And then what was the other Chinese family?

Cheng.

Were they also en the ranch?

Yes.

Well, I haven't been able to arrange an interview with them.
Oh, that's too bad. You mean they're not coeperative?

I contacted ene member, and then we've been working en it,
trying to get them all together, have a reunion. They seem
reluctant. I den't knew if they have unhappy memeries, or what.
Possibly unhappy memeries because the Fong's heme was—

Yes, it was a little shack.

It was a shack, that's what it was.

One of the outstanding memories I have is—-my mem being a city
girl, all her friends would say, "Oh, being en a farm, this is
wonderfull" You knew, they weuld just come dewn, and when it
was corn season, they would come down and pick cern in the
field, and husk it, and cook it, and that's all they weuld
want. They would just sit dewn and have a cern party, and when
it was time for the peas to be picked, they didn't want my meom
and dad te pick the peas, they wanted to come dewn and pick

them, and they would shell them, and they weould ceok them. I
mean, it was just a real party feor them.

The Three—Room Family Heme

Hew did your mether feel abeut being on the farm?

As I recall the stery, she wasn't too happy abeut it at first,
and it wasn't very a presperous farm, so she did go to work.
She worked for F. E. Beoth at a cannery, and then she weorked
for Leslie Salt, and then later, as I got older, she worked as
a cafeteria worker at Washington High Scheel where I also
attended.
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Se it was hard times in the farming business while you were
grewing up?

Yes, it was. Then when my dad did ge to werk for Hunt
Brothers, just to shew yeu what a very kind man Mr. Patterson
was, he told my dad that he could still keep his heuse there,
even though he wasn't working on the land. Then prebably abeut
1956 er '57 my grandmether passed away, and my dad inherited
some preoperty. So he megved his heme over te his preperty. By
then he had expanded, and remeodeled, and added en te it.

So he picked it up and moved it again?

Just picked it, in twe pieces, because he had added ente this
heme, and you knew, the home is still at the same place right
new, and it's the same heme. 1It's at the corner of Darwin and
Fremont Boulevard. My dad passed away in 1979, my mom seld our
house in 1981 or '82, and it's been seld a second time now. In
fact, I think the Fremeont Ambulance is eccupying it new. But
it was just a cute little heme with a cyclene fence areund it,
with roses in the front, tree roses, and it was a very well
kept little home. So my dad did very well at Hunt's, and he
was a buyer for tomatoes and cucumbers, and he knew the lecal
farmers, so it was good for him and he enjeyed it because he
still was working with the crops and all.

Memories of Henry and Will Patterson

That sounds like a nice meve. Do you have sany other memories
of Henry Pattersen? Did you used to see him "surveying the
estate" also?

Yes, I do remember him surveying the estate; of course, I was
probably abeut ten years old at the time. But I de remember
him. He liked children, he weould always have candy for us when
ve would go there. I don't remember his wife that much, I
doen't know if she ever came to the scene when we would go and
pay the rent, but he was a very, very generous man. I can
always remember when things were very bad that my dad would
comment about Mr. Pattersen and his net taking rent, er the
dollar-a-year arrangement, and when he left to go to Hunt
Brothers, net charging him, you knew, a bigger fee for the
land.

That's nice to have on the record. We have a few references teo
the fact that the family teook a liking to some of the young
people and sent one or two of the children te scheol. I heard
that. But I hadn't heard about these business arrangements.
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Yes, well, he took a liking teo my dad, and evidently he knew
the situation with him and his stepdad, and he just kind of
took my dad under his wing. Seo as a child, this was really
outstanding in my mind.

How about Will Pattersen? Did you see anything of him?

No, I heard my dad talk of Will, but I den't recall seeing Will
at all.

He wasn't involved in the day-te—day operatien as much?

Net that I recall, ne.

Meeting Frank Beorghi

Then I met my husband in 1949, which was irenic, because he
used to go right down past our house te his dairy fer many
years.

But you didn't know each other through that?

No, I met him when I seld him a ticket to the Alameda County
Fair., I was running for queen for the fair. I sold him and
his mother some tickets, and he asked me te a football game.
We went to one football game, and then I asked him te be my
escort at the coronation because I did win as the Alameda
County Fair queen. I was the first queen of the Alameda County
Fair. It wasn't a beauty contest; I just seld the mest
tickets. [Laughter] But my husband steod me up; he didn't shew
up that night--can you imagine I still married him? This is en
tape too, huh? [Laughter]

Everyone knews abeut it, teoo. [Laughter]
What were you doing that night?
He was probably milking the cews. [Laughs]

Something came up at the ranch, and I just couldn't get away;
it was embarrassing.

So when we were dating (he failed to say also) we used to go to
the dances at the Newark Pavilion——that was the place to meet
all our friends--and we would leave early betause Frank would
have to come in and get the cows out of pasture so they would
be ready to milk at three-thirty or four in the merning.
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When would this have been when you went to the Newark Pavilien?
What dates?
This was in 1951 and '52. We were married in '53, and then we
moved. I moved te Union City, in fact te this home here, which
his mether built fer us. So I have lived, born and raised, in
a radius here of abeut five or six miles. I haven't meoved from
this area.

You've seen a lot of changes?

Yes, we certainly have, yes.

More Recollections of Tenant Farming

Anything else you recall about the farm eoperatien, or ether
tenant families whose names we might get down?

I was trying to think of seme of the tenants dewn there, and I
just couldn't--

What's the name of Vargas, his wife's maiden name?

Ernie Vargas and Isabelle?

Yes, what was it, Isabelle, I'm trying te think of her maiden
name, We'll find out what Isabelle's maiden name., Then there
was Faria, there was a Faria that farmed out there for years.
In fact, we had a little cultivator that was at my mem's place.
That was used at the Patterson Ranch. I wender if it's still
there, I would like to have had that. My dad had his herses,
you knew, of course, the horses pulled the little plews, and
the cul tivators at the time.

Se in the thirties you were still using herses?

Yes.

Did they switch over to the tractors while you were there?

Oh, yes, then my dad get a tracter, yes.

Do yeu remember when that would have been?

Oh, well, I imagine he had his tractor in about the forties,
the early forties,
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Were you aware enough to knew whe he seld his crops to?

Oh, he seld te F.E. Booth, and to Hunt Brothers. He sold his

sugar beets to the sugar mill.
Mainly local places?

Oh, yes, local. He didn't have the equipment--
I interviewed Gene Williams of L. S. Williams Co.
Oh, yes, well he was a big famer.

And he was shipping east.

Yes. My dad was on a smaller basis. He had his ewn truck, and
he hauled his ewn creops te the cannery.

When Gene came in and farmed, he was always very successful.
Tony Lewis's farm through the Depressien was successful alse,
and we were successful in the dairy eperatien; we were very
successful also. But some of the smaller farmers, they're in
the same situation as the family farm is teday. The going is
just difficult for them because their eperatien is se small;
you really have te have a large operation.

Tell me more about Teny Lewis. He had a big eperatien eon the
ranch?
Yes, then he had that beautiful heme in Frement.

Yes, on Peralta. New his brether just passed away not toe leng
ago.

And John passed away several years ago, tee, yes.

But there has to be some relatives of Teny, I'll have te leek

inte that.

Well, Bob Dutra's wife, Elaine Lewis, is a niece. Beb Dutra
the realtor in Fremont, his wife is a Lewis, a niece.

But would she have been aware of the operation?
Oh, I'm sure, yes.
I would suggest if you talk te her about this—-

She may knew where the children of Teny are.
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Yes, about her uncle's farming. Then there was a King that
farmed, did yeu ever hear of King?

That name has ceme up, Gus King?
Gus King, yes. Gus farmed for a geed many years.
Was he another small operater?

I doen't recall Gus King.

How about Leuis Marchy?

His name's come up. Neow that's anether dairy, isn't it?

Yes. His dad bought the Califernia Milk Company from my uncle.

Back to the Chinese fan;ily. How was the relatienship between--

I den't know why my dad would go in, I think maybe he weuld
help my dad eut with seme farm help. But I remember going—
they lived right there by the tracks. I think I was a little
sympathetic to the family because the children were net dressed
well, and the home was not well kept up. But as I recall, he
was a good friend of my dad's, very helpful when he needed
semething.

Was he there for a number of years?

I was just se young I really den't knew.

Did yeour father hire laberers at all?

Yes, he would hire seme Hispanic labor.

Seasonal?

Yes, just on seasonal. But he did mest of it himself. When it
was time te pick the crops, naturally he had te have some help.
But my mem, like I say, she didn't get out there and do a let
of picking of the tomatoes, but she weuld sack potatoes and
drive the trucks and things eof that sert

Everybedy pitched in.

Yes.
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Schooling and Career—A Demestic Engineer

How abeut scheool for you? Was that pushed by your family teo
succeed in scheel?

Oh, well they didn't have to push too hard. The Alvise Scheel
was about a mile and a half away, and I would ride my bicycle
to school, and then I went te Washingten High Scheel, and then
I got an AA in secretarial training at San Jose State, and
then I worked at FMC in Newark until had our first child, and
then I just stayed home as a housewife and mother since then.
A domestic engineer is what I call myself. [Laughs]

Elvamae has spent a lot of time with the elder members of our
family.

Well, being an enly child, and I have two aunts whe didn't have
any children, se as they became older, they depended en me a
lot. Frank's mother just passed away at eighty-nine, and she
didn't have any daughters, so I took care of her alse. My mem
lives around the corner frem me now, and she has osteepereosis,
but she still dees very well but depends on me, so that's my
life right new.

Elvamae's been involved with the foreign student exchange

program at Logan High Scheel. She's taught catechism at—-

I taught religion for ten years when the children were smaller,
and right new, for the last three or four years I've been
involved in the Union City Wemen's Club, which is a nenprofit
organization. We have fund raisers to give scholarships to the
Logan High Scheoel students.

Logan is an eld-time family tee. I interviewed Tillie Logan
Goeld fer this preoject.

Pop Goold was my principal in high scheel, and alse Frank's

principal. So living in this area, we know a let of the ald-
timers.

Recalling the Floods and Open Spaces

Did your area flood?

Oh, yes, we flooded many-a-times. We would epen up that back
door in the merning, and the water was right up teo the steps.
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You said you had to watch the levee. Would you go out and
sandbag the levee?

Yes, all the neighbers would ceme over, and they would stay up
all night. My mom would make ceffee, and they would have
doughnuts and cakes, and we were just very much en the alert
about the levee.

The fleed contrel district didn't come in till leng after—-

No, there was no fleod district contrel then.

#

I don't have any other specific questiens, but de you have any
other memories of the farming operatien, er the ranch, er the
family, the Patterson family yeu'd like te share?

No, I think we've cevered it all. Like I say, we lived there
at the corner of Lewry, and te the right ef Lewry, which is all
homes new, was epen spaces. We had the Italian vegetable
gardeners, which Frank mentiened, the Accinalis, and the
Taccahellas, and the Ceruttis.

Now that's all part of the ranch? Or it was just adjacent?

Neo, that wasn't Pattersen property, it was adjacent. In fact,
Dr. Ramo Cerutti whe is practicing out in Frement lived dewn
there, and the Emorys, Wes Emory had his ranch there. I would
ride my bicycle down to the Patterson Ranch te see my dad, and
all the ranches on the right are still so vivid in my mind.
McKeown's potateo farm.

It was a nice way to grew up, a lot of epen spaces, and
now you probably wouldn't let your children ride dewn there in
this day and age, the way the situation was, because there was
a creek there, and a couple of railread tracks, and kind of
deselate. )

But you didn't werry abeout that?

No, ne one worried about it.

Maybe before you clese I sheuld say this. Elvamae, due to the
fact that she's a housewife, she's an excellent ceook, and many
of our friends are always asking me for special Italian dishes
and so forth, so we entertain a great deal. Not enly can

Elvamae cook Italian dishes, she cooks other dishes also.

Portuguese?
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Portuguese, Chinese, Mexican.

I kind of lean to Italian; you knew hew your husband kind eof
leads you this way?

But she's a very excellent cook.

This really deesn't have anything te deo with the Patterson
Ranch, except for the vegetables that grew there, and I coek

vegetables. [Laughs]

There's the connection. [Laughter] I can see he appreciates
you, and I think that's the impeortant thing.

He just knews where his next meal's ceming f rem.
And not only that, but you brought up the fact that he steed

you up on that impertant date, and he's trying to make amends.
[Laughter] Well, I really enjeyed talking with you

Transcribed by Alexandra Walter
Final Typed by Shannen Page
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INTERVIEW HISTORY —— Ruel Brown

Ruel Brown's memories of the Patterson Ranch go back to the early
19208. The perspective he brings to this volume on agriculture and rural
life is that of the son of a Patterson Ranch employee living with his
family of eight on the ranch in a house provided by the Patterson family.
Ruel was the son of Joseph Brown, who emigrated with his family from
Portugal in 1914, joining the large colony of Portuguese people in
Washington Township. He went to work for the Pattersons about 1918. The
family lived on the ranch until 1934, when they moved to an orchard they
had purchased several years earlier. Joseph Brown continued to work for the
Pattersons until a few years before his death in 1954.

Ruel Brown, born in 1916, lived on the ranch throughout his boyhood
years. His interview gives a view of farm and family life over fifty years
ago: "In those days everybody had to get in and help. . . - You worked as a
family." He sees this sort of upbringing as the best experience of his
life. He provides specifics about the Patterson farm operation, remembering
the sugar beet harvest and the cattle drives most vividly. He also is able
to describe his father's view of Henry Patterson as an employer and
something of the nature of hie father's job and working conditions.

Mr. Brown was interviewed on April 28, 1986, the first interviewee for
the project. His wife, Lucille M. Brown, was present for the interview in
their home and a brief interchange with her is included in the transcript.
Mr. Brown reviewed the transcript for accuracy and clarity and responded to
additional questions in writing, His responses have been incorporated in
the text. The tape of the interview is available in The Bancroft Library.

Ann Lage
Interviewer/Editor
Project Director

September, 1988

Regional Oral History Office

The Bancroft Library

University of California at Berkeley
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Family Reots in Portugal

[Date of Interview: April 28, 1986] ##

Today is April 28, 1986, and I am talking with Ruel Brewn, who
lived on the Patterson ranch, and his father weorked for the
Pattersons. Let's start by talking about yeur father. You
mentioned that he was an immigrant.

Yes, my dad came from the Azeres Islands, the island of Pice. He
came over here about 1890 and werked for a while and earned seme
meney. He alse became an American citizen abeut 1894, and then he
went back to the old country, met my mother, and they got married
and had feur children. Then they decided to come te America in
1914,

That's interesting that he got his citizenship and then returned.
Did he tell you hew that happened?

At the time he was working in Hanford, in Kings County, and that's
where he obtained his citizenship befere he was married.

Therefore, when he married Mom in the eld country, Mem
autematically became a citizen. So when they came over here with
four children, they were all American citizens. A shert time
after they arrived here, in what is now an area of Frement, my twin
brother and I were born en February 14, 1916.

Did your father tell you how they happened to come te the Frement
area?

This area at one time was predominantly Pertuguese. In fact, my
high scheel class, the class of 1934, had ene hundred graduates.
Washington High Scheoel was compesed of students frem what is new
Unien City, Newark, and the city of Frement. Over fifty percent of
the kids that graduated in my class were of Portuguese ancestry.
Seo, as I say, there were a lot of Pertuguese in thie area, and that
is the reasen apparently that Dad and Mom came teo thia area.

I never think of Brown as being a Pertuguese name.

I believe the correct spelling is Brun, but eof ceurse, Mom and Dad
could net speak a word of English when they came here. In these
days when yeu went te the store, you just charged things and paid
at the end of the month. They would say, "What is your name?"
"Brun.™ Se they said, "Okay, Brown."

## This symbol indicates that a tape or segment of a tape has begun
or ended. For a guide to the tapes, see page 61l.
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Did your family centinue Pertuguese traditions or teach you the
language?

Oh, yes. I knew the language quite well, Of course, that is all my
mom and dad and brothers and sisters could speak when they first
came here, They started scheel immediately. My oldest brether was
about eight; the other one was about six, and my sister was about
four. They didn't go te scheel with any bilingual teacher,
incidentally, but they learned the English language very well. In
fact, all four that were bern in the old country went to college.

Tell me the names of your breothers and sisters.

There was Joseph, John, Inez, and Vernen. My father was Jeseph.

My meother was Mary. My twin brother was Ralph. I was especially
close to Ralph. At the time, monetarily we didn't have teo much te
buy baseballs, or footballs, or basketballs, or teo ge te the park
and play. There was ne such thing as that. We had each other. We
lived out in the country. So we really were very clese. We lest
Ralph when he was fifty-one years old. I'm seventy so it's been
nineteen years.

Anyway, that's the story ef our family.

Father's Work on the Patterson Ranch

Did your father come te work for the Pattersens right away?

To the best of my knowledge, he went te work for the Pattersens a
very short time after he came to this country with his family. As
I say, he werked there——I'm guessing—abeout thirty-five years,
until he had te retire.

When weould that have been? You said that you left the Pattersen
ranch when yoeu were eighteen.

I left home and married at age twenty-three, but we meved from the
Patterson ranch te our ewn ranch when I was eighteen, in 1934, Mem
and Dad bought an erchard on Mewry Avenue. Our ranch is now one
square block en the corner of Paseo Padre Parkway, Mewry Avenue,
Hastings Street, and Capitol Ave. Of course, the erchard is gone
new. It's all built up. The preperty teoday is worth a fortune.

Let's try to get the dates of when your father worked for the
Pattersons, if you can, approximately.

A short time after I was born, he went to work for the Pattersons,
probably 1918.
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And yeu said he worked there thirty-five years.

Yes, at least. He must have retired in the early fifties. He
beught the erchard when I was abeut twelve years old, in abeut
1928. They kept that property until after he passed away, and Mem
still kept it for a few years after that. When she seold it, she
bought a nice heme in the Glemmooer area of Fremont, and that's
where she lived until she passed away.

Let's talk a little bit about what your father did en the ranch.
Dad was primarily a geed labering farmer. He knew farming.
Had he famed in Pertugal?

Ne, when he was in the Azeres, he was a whaler. He got inte famm
work here in Califernia. Anyway, he did all kinds of farming werk
for Henry and William Pattersen. He teek his erders frem Henry
Patterson most of the time. He would take care of the gardens
around what is now called the mansion at Arderwoeod. Alse he
harvested the walnuts, I knew. I believe they used to plant seme
potatees alsoc near the Coyete Hills area. That used te be all
Patterson property. That used to get flooded in the wintertime,
and of course, the silt from the floods made it a very rich soil, a
soft soil teoe, which made it very good, apparently, fer grewing
potatees.

So he would plant and harvest the potatees?

Yes. That's ene thing I can remember his deing. Of course, he
worked there for so many years and did se many different things.
Mr. Patterson also had herses and wagens that Dad used te drive to
and frem the ranch out te where they were farming,

You mentioned that yeu can recall only one other direct employee.

Direct employee, paid menthly by the Pattersen brethers, yes. His
last name was Martin, but I can't think eof his first name new.

And he also had a heme eon the ranch?

Yes, the Martins had a heme appreximately three hundred yards frem
what is new called the mansion, and we lived in a big twe—-stery
home on the corner of Marsh Read and Jarvis Road. Today Marsh Read
is called Newark Boulevard.

So part of the employment agreement was a home and a menthly
salary.
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Yes. In fact, we used te get water from the ranch. At one time, we
used te bring water in there in a tank. We used to have a well
just a hundred feet from our heuse on the county read. Finally,
that went dry. Then we started bringing water from the Pattersen
ranch over to our home so we could bathe and ceok and drink until
we finally laid dewn a pipeline, my dad and brethers and I.

We had te pay fer that. We piped water from the Patterson heme
areg——it was about a half a mile——through the eucalyptus groves teo
our heme., Then we had running water.

The days of carrying it in must have been ardusus.

It actually was a big wagen that we weould pull with the herses.

Henry Patterseon as a Bess

You talked earlier abeut Henry Patterseon as a bess.

Dad respected Henry and William very much. Henry was a little more
on the stern side, although he was never unfair te my dad er anyene
that I ever saw. I talked to him a few times when I was just a
boy. He was pelite, but he wouldn't joke tee much abeout things.

Reserved?

Reserved is a very goed weord. Very reserved and quiet. He never
said anything unless he really had something that was important te
say. He was a fine boss te my dad, and I knew my dad always
respected him very much.

Now his brether, Bill, or William, was a little more outgeing,
and he would laugh er joke when he was talking with yeu Maybe
Henry had mere respensibility. I don't knew.

From what you teld me earlier, Henry did mest of the directing eof
your father's work.

Yes. He seemed to have more toc say about how the ranch was run
than William. And, again, I underline the werd seemed.

Any recollections at all of things yeur father might have teold you
about his jeb?

No, because basically it was a very simple job, and I think I know
about as much as any son would knew abeut his father's job. He
worked very hard from seven o'clock in the merning until six at
night. I think they had one hour off fer lunch, and Dad used to
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take his lunch with him. Mom would fix it for him in the morning,
and then he'd be back home at night and work some more around the
house.

Sharecroppers on the Ranch

It seems like a large area of land and a variety of jobs, including
the gardening and all, for just tweo employees.

Yes, but, as I said, I am sure that the Patterson brothers leased
out a large area of their land te other people, more or less, I
think, on a sharecropping basis. I think that is the way it was
run.

Did you get to know any of the tenant farmers? Did they live
there?

Ne. Well, there was one person, Anthony Lewis, cemmenly called
Tony Lewis, who farmed an awful lot of Mr. Patterson's preperty. I
believe it was sharecropping; I'm not sure of that. Maybe he
leased the land directly, but I think it was sharecropping.

Did any of the tenant farmers live there that you know of?
Ne.
Do you recall any Chinese families?

No, I do not. I think the Chinese were more predominant befere my
time. I don't recall seeing Chinese people working eon the
Patterson ranch.

I heard frem a Dr. Joshua Feng, wheo said that his cousins had lived
and farmed on the Pattersen ranch. And then there are other
stories of stilt houses down by Ceoyote Hills, where Chinese
farmhands 1lived.

I den't recall any stilt homes in the twenties. Of course, the
Chinese had a lot to do with California history, a lot mere than
people think.

Between William's home and Henry's home on the ranch there was
a home called the Chinese house. It was built entirely with
Chinese woods, with no steel nails in it. I recall walking through
that., Nobedy ever lived there that I knew of. It was very
attractive, but it wasn't taken care of. There was ne furniture in
it, just this house. I don't know the story of that house. [Mr.
Brown is probably recalling the Japanese tea house. --Ed.]
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The Patterseon Children

Did you knew the Patterson children as they grew up? They must
have been about yeur age.

Yes. Sally is a little elder than I, and Marjerie is alse. But
there was another girl that died in an accident. She was quite
young, too, and that must have been between 1925 and '30.

They had a home in Piedment, and that's where they lived,
actually. They would commute; on weekends they would come back te
the house on the ranch. (We shall refer to that as the mansion.
That's the way you read about it in the papers new.) They weuld
come back from Piedmont every weekend and return te Piedment en
Sunday af terneens, and spend the week in Piedment.

And would Henry ceme down every day?

No. He may have come down during the week sometimes, but he didn't
come down every day, to the best of my knewledge. But, as I
started to say, they did lese their one daughter in an autemebile
accident.

What abeut the William Patterson children? Did they live on the
ranch?

William had twe sens, two eor three sons, I think, Denald and Jack.

And then a younger son, Dave. Dave is still living. Were they
around? Was there any play back and ferth, or was this kind of two
different worlds?

William Patterson, as far as I knew, lived only en the ranch, with
his wife and sons. No, we weren't socially friendly. They lived
on a different plateau. At that time, of course, the Pattersens
had a lot of money, and in these days you didn't play with each
others' kids if they were on different financial levels. I'll put
it that way. But, of course, the Patterson family was net snebbish
in any way, shape, or form. You just toeok it for granted that yeu
didn't play with those kids. Of course, they didn't say, ™ey,
come over and play™ at any time, either. That was the thing te deo
at that time. I'm net saying that critically.

I think Pop Goold put it nicely. He said, "They just moved in
different circles."

Yes, they did.
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Brewn's Work and Scheeling, 1920s - 1970s

We talked a little bit abeut seme of the things yeu did grewing up.
You mentiened picking walnuts at times.

Yes, that's about the enly thing I did en the Pattersen ranch, but
after my felks bought their apricet orchard, I werked. In these
days everybedy had te get in and help, and I think that was the
best experience of my life. I still leek back en that as just
great because you werked as a family. We were a large family; we
had six children, and everybedy worked tegether. Everybedy had to
step in and de their &share.

How did you feel abeut that at the time? I hear that often, and it
sounds like such a nice family feeling, Was there any resentment
on your part at that time?

Not at all. And I mean that very sincerely, because that's the way
we were breught up at that time. You were made to feel, ™ey, this
is what you have to do. This is part of your life."” And it was.
That's the way everybedy lived in these days, net juat I. All the
other families did the same thing., Everybedy get in and helped
each other. You had te. Se¢ I never resented that ene bit, net one
bit, for the simple reason that that was the enly thing I knew, I
guess.

But teday's children I think might resent that a little bit. In
fact, they resent it if they have to wipe the dishes, er semething
like that, but they live in a different time, and I respect their
feelings also.

They probably den't feel as useful aa you did.

I don't see hew they could because most of the young peeple teday
den't do very much. They den't have to. But when I wag a yeungster
everybody had to get in and werk, and that was expected of you, and
you didn't mind because yeou knew that was it.

Hew abeut scheel?

I went to a one-room schoolhouse the first six grades, Linceln
Grammar Scheel. We had one teacher for six grades. These teachers
today are se mistreated because they have to teach twenty-two kids
all in the same grade, but that teacher had anmywhere frem twenty teo
thirty kids te teach in a one-roem scheoolhouse, six grades. At emne
time, that teacher taught eight grades, before I went there.

I think we all learned the English language fairly well. As I
say, four members of my family went through cellege. My twin
brother and I, after we went to Lincoeln Schoel, we went te Newark
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grammar scheel, which was an eight-grade, eight-reom schoeel, for
the seventh and eighth grades. Then we went to Washington Union
High Schoel, which was composed of students frem what is new Union
City, Newark, and Fremont, which was referred te at that time as
Washington Tewnship.

We graduated from there in the middle of the Depression, 1934,
and Mem and Dad tried every which way to try to help us te go
through cellege, but we just could net geo through cellege at that
time. It was just impessible. So we went out and got jobs. I was
fortunate, because I was a fairly good baseball player. In these
days, these big cempanies used te spenser baseball teams. If you
were a fairly goed athlete, you had a chance of getting a job,
which I think was unfair because there were so many peeple at that
time, heads of househelds, that did net have jobs. And yet I, just
an eighteen-year-old kid, was able te get a job because I had the
ability teo play ball.

What cempany did you work fer?

I worked for a packing firm. We shipped fruits and vegetables
threugheut the East. I got a job as a shipping clerk, which in
these days was tremendous, walking inte a jeb like that. It was an
office job.

From there, I studied on my own, and I quit that jeb and went
te Alameda County. I studied traffic engineering, and I did get a
fine job out of that. I worked there for thirty years.

#

I retired when I was sixty, and I've been enjoying my
retirement. My wife and I like to travel.

[the follewing questien and answer were added during the editing
process.]

You mentieoned te me that your mother was the mainstay of the
family. Will you elaborate on that? What was her influence? What
were her geals feor you?

At that time in histery the mother's "™job" in the household of a
large family was to assist the husband in previding feed, clething,
care, and especially guidance teo the whole family. Dad werked at
least ten heurs of each day fer the Pattersens and anywhere frem
three to five hours at home, milking four to five cows, feeding and
raising twe hogs and approximately one hundred chickens. (We all
helped a little with those cheres,) so that left very little time
for him to spend guiding his children. Therefore, Mother became
the leader and guiding light to all of the children. She was a
very well scheoled and educated lady who believed very strongly
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that education was a necessary and integral part of any persen who
wished te succeed as an individual, in whatever goal in life he or
she chese.

Harvesting Sugar Beets, Feeding Cattle

Let me ask.you a little bit mere about the farm, since that is
really what we want te fecus en. Yoeu mentiened that there were
tenant farmers. Can you recall different creps that were grown?

I can remember the sugar beets, of course, and tematees. I've read
that George Patterson used to farm cabbage, but I don't remember
ever seeing a cabbage there in my time.

Were you aware enough of the eperatien to see hew the crops were
shipped out? At one time they shipped them by barge te San
Francisco.

That was befere my time.
Was it by train, primarily?

As far as shipping te San Francisco, during my time they ceuld have
trucked it te Oakland and then by beat te San Francisceo, but net by
barge frem Newark. That would have been Mowry Landing, and Jarvis

Landing, and Mayhew's Landing in Newark.

Tell the stery which you teld befere we went en the tape abaut. hew
they cut the sugar beets.

I was telling yeu hew the Pattersons had this cattle in the
Livermore area, and every year after the sugar beets had been
harvested, they weould bring the cattle en to the sugar beet fields
to feed the cattle with the beet toppings.

The way they weould harvest the beet crop was te plew the beets,
loosen them up.

Would this have been by tractor-driven plew?

No, no. There were enly horses then, ne tracters then. Then the
farmhands would come along with a leng knife with a blade about
fourteen or sixteen-inches long; it looked almest like a machete.
On the end of that blade there was a pick-like prong. The
harvester would stick this pick inte the beet, bring it up, heold
the beet with his hand and chop eff the green top with the knife.
That would be the top of the beet, which was, of course, not goed
for anything te the sugar people.
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But the tops made good feed feor the cattle that Mr. Patterson
breught frem his ranches in Livermere, and after they ate all the
beet teps, they would take them all back. It helped the cost of
feed, I'm sure. I'm sure Mr. Patterson saved an awful lot of meney
on feed by bringing the cattle here to feed off of that waste from
the beet creop.

Do yeu remember peeople driving the cattle in?

Yes, I de remember seme of the cowbeys. That's what they were, but
I can't think of their names new. I can picture about twe of them.
They were net hard loeking, but had weather-beaten faces, like a
typical cewbey. But I did net knew any of them. My dad did, of
course., .

Do you recall other similar types of stories that might help
semebedy whe is trying to recreate the farm at that time? Other
crops, or metheds ef harvesting?

No, I can't, net right new.

When you were living there, were only herses used, or was there a
change ever to tractors at that time?

No. Mr. Pattersen had quite a few herses. In fact, I think the
herse barn is still there. I used to play in there when Dad would
be feeding the herses. That's about all I can remember about that
whole eperatien, I think.

Do you remember the fleeding?

Oh, yes. Alvarade, particularly, used to get an awful let of
floeding, all the way from the Coyote Hills easterly and nertherly
to Alvarade. That used te be all flooded in there, almest every
year in the winter menths.

Was it just a ceuple of inches, or was it floeded se that you could
take a beat in?

Oh, it would be more than a couple ef inches. I've seen water four
or five feet deep in that area., That was befere the fleed centrel
district teek ever. Incidentally, my sen is in charge ef
maintenance ef floed centrel and the read divisien of Alameda
County. Fleoed centrel has done a tremendous job as far as fleoding
in Alameda County is cencerned. Since then we have net had any
damage or even any danger of a floed, and we've had some pretty
heavy rains.
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Washingten Tewnship as a Farming Cemmunity

Let me ask you, in general, de yeu have seme feeling abeut all the
development in this part of the county?

I could sit here and say, "Gee whiz, I wish it hadn't changed." And
I think I ceuld say that tee, and even mean it. But you can't step
progress. For geoodness sakes, where weuld America eor any ether
country be if yeu try teo stop pregress? But I did leve the
country, yes. I miss it.

A tremendous difference new.

Oh, goodness. We were just a community ef five little tewns in
what is new the city of Frement. Actually, you knew peeple in
every one of these towns, and you knew maybe half the peeple whe
lived in Washingten Tewnship. Niles prebably had fifteen hundred
people at that time. Centerville, which was anether little
community, had maybe twe thousand. Newark had maybe fifteen
hundred; Irvingten another fifteen hundred. Ne cemmunity had mere
than twe theous.nd peeople, and there were maybe eight er nine little
cammunities.

Was there a let of community spirit, serving en different beoards
and belonging to clubs, that sert ef thing?

Well, you didn't have too much time for that. I'm talking about
when I was a young man. You had te go out and get a jeb, and yeu
didn't have too much time for secializing, compared te what we have
today. I've dene meore socializing in the last two years than I did
in my first twenty years. And I think everybedy was the same way,
not just I, but everybedy.

But I do miss the country. I can remember when we lived on the
Patterson Ranch. The clesest homes to us were a half a mile, I
guess, and we'd never lock our house. We'd leave that house eut
there all by itself, never leck that house. Nobedy ever bethered
us. But teday, I have te lock my heuse if I go eut in the
backyard.

Mr. [J. Vernen] Goeld mentiened ceming by and picking yeu up en the
way te scheoel.

Mr. Goeld was alse the bus driver.
While he was a teacher?

He was a teacher, of course. Just teachers drove buses in these
days, after schoel. Instead of making five dellars for the day,
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they prebably made five and ene-half by driving the bus and picking
up the kids. And it was a real old scheelbus. I'll never forget

that.

Mr. Geeld did that, yes, and he finally became an administrater
and then superintendent of Fremont Unified Scheel District, which
consisted of maybe three or four high scheels when JV was in there.

I think we've covered pretty much everything, unless semething else
has occurred te yow

No, as I say, I knew the Pattersens, but ef course in those days

yoeu did net beceme real friends as you weuld teday. It's just the
way times were.

Portuguese and Swiss in Washingten Tewnship

The one other thing I have read that I'd 1ike te ask you about were
the Pertuguese festivals and fairs; was that part ef your life as a
yeung man?

As a young man I enjoyed going te the festivals, yes., They used te
have what was called the Holy Ghost festivals. At that time teeo
there were quite a few Portuguese ledges, of which I was not a
member. My mem and dad were members, like meost Pertuguese people
were, They had these Holy Ghest festivals in mest every town.
Newark and Mission San Jose were the twe big ones. And then
Alvarade had ene, and Centerville, Milpitas, which is net in
Fremont but is nearby. Nearly all communities did have the
Portuguese festivals, because there were se many Portuguese in this
area.

Portuguese really dominated, it seems.

Oh yes. No deubt abeut it.

Were there very many Italian families here?

A few, yes, but the Pertuguese were the main strain in this whele
area. Of course, in Unien City there were a lot of Hispanic people
al so.

Frem Latin America er Spain?

I believe most of them were from Mexice. We had a few here in the

Niles district. They were some of the mest beautiful families, and
they still are today. The old Hispanic families were beautiful.
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(To Mrs. Brewn) Is your backgreund Pertuguese too?

My father was Portuguese and my mother was Swiss-Italian.

There were a few Swiss families in the dairy business in the Newark
area. There were a couple of Italian dairies too, but primarily
Portuguese and a few Swiss.

Were most of the Swiss in this area from the Italian side?

No, primarily Geman.

The dairy people were German, I believe.

[Interruption in tape]

The Patterson Railread Statien

While the tape was off, you mentioned the Arderwoed train statiem

When I was a young bey, it was about a half mile te the railread
tracks, which would be nerth frem where I lived. There was this
little station, which was a nicely cevered bench, or benches. I
would go down there and play and sit dewn there and just watch the
trains go by as a youngster. That was put up there just feor the
Pattersons. .

The Pattersons did net want the railroad there at all. To
pacify them a little bit, the railread decided te build a statien
there for them. Not only that, the passenger trains would step
there if anyene wanted to get on or off at Arden statien.

You should go dewn there and leok at Arderwoed. I'm sure you weuld
get a kick out of it. In fact, they have an eld train there that
runs, I can't recall, I think it is herse-drawmn.

To my knewledge, since 1925, there never has been a railread in the
preximity ef the Henry Pattersen heme.

There was never a spur that came up to the Pattersen properties?

No, not to my knowledge.
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William Patterson, the More Outgeing Brether

I didn't tell you thet William Patterson, when I'd be playing
there, would even invite me into the heouse and give me a cracker or
cookie or something. That was the difference between William and

Henxy.
And would he chat with you for a while?

Yes, he was a friendlier persen than Mr. Henry Pattersen, altheough
Mr. Henry Patterson was & real fine man alse, but maybe he didn't
have the time, or maybe the ability te take the time te talk te
yoeung kids. But William was a little bit different in that
respect. It seemed to me like he never was as busy as Henry,
prebably. I think they were completely different persenalities.

What were you saying about geing down and picking fruit?

On the ranch they had different kinds of trees——apple, peaches,
plums, of all different kinds. When they weuld ceme in, we weuld
go in there and pick a few and just bring them home. That's where
sometimes the Pattersons would see me. They would invite us to ge
there and pick up fruit when they had an abundance of it. They
were always very kind te us and te our whole family.

Wages on the Ranch

You said yeou picked walnuts as a child.

Yes, gathered walnuts eoff the ground, and hulled them and got our
hands se black. I used te hate that, especially when I started
high schoel. We got a dellar a bag, a big potato sackful. I think
it would held fifty or sixty peunds of walnuts, at least. It would
take a long time te £ill a bag. In fact, my twin brother and I, if
we had a geed day on a Saturday, when we werked frem seven te six,
we might be able te fill up three bags, at a dellar a bag. Of
course, in these days, three dellars was a let of meney.

Do yeu have any sense of what your father was paid?

If I remember correctly, at that time he made pretty goed meney.
Of course, he had the home for his whele family, and water rights,
and I believe he was making abeut one hundred dellars a menth.

Another thing which I forgot, which I think is very important
and is a credit to the Patterson family. After my father retired,
Mr. Henry Patterson continued to send him his check in full until
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Brown: Dad died in 1954. That's one of the nicest things that I can say
about the Patterson family. They did always treat my dad real
well., He respected them very much, but he also liked them very
much.

Transcribed by Ann Lage
Final Typed by Shannen Page
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INTERVIEW HISTORY -- Donald Furtado

Donald Furtado was interviewed for this volume on agriculture and rural
life on the Patterson Ranch because of his thirty years as a ranch employee.
The one-hour interview took place on Februsry 7, 1987, outdoors on a quiet
and sunny Saturday afternoon at the Ardenwood historic farm. Ardenwood is
closed to the public in February, and aside from a few staff members
scattered about, we had the farm to ourselves. We sat at a picnic bench
near the Patterson house. It was a perfect place to interview, for it was
here Mr. Furtado lived and worked from 1925 to 1955. Being at Ardenwood
helped create a mood which stirred his memory. At one point, Mr. Furtado
was almost moved to tears remembering the familiar sight of Henry Patterson
standing on the porch outside his office.

Mr. Furtado is a short, thin man in his early seventies (born 1915).
He dressed in Sears coveralls, a short-sleeved checkered shirt and cap——
probably very much like when he worked on the ranch. Although physically
slowed by arthritis, with his joints visibly swelled at the elbows and
hands, his mind was vigorous.

Mr. Furtado provided useful information about the ranch and a colorful
portrait of Henry Patterson as an employer and ranch manager. He described
Mr. Patterson as a fair and down-to-earth man and painted a picture of a
well-managed and flourishing farm which yielded bumper crops of sugar beets
and tomatces. He also talked about the importance of water rights and, in a
handwritten statement read at the start of the interview, described the
Patterson's fight over water with the Spring Valley Water Company.

Bill Helfman
Interviewer

February, 1987
Fremont, California

[Bill Helfman, a Fremont resident with a degree in history, volunteered
his services to the Regional Oral History Office as an interviewer for this
project. He conducted this interview and an additional one with Mary
Dettling, a former housekeeper for the Henry Pattersons. (The Dettling
interview was not transcribed, but the tape is available in The Bancroft
Library.) We wish to thank Mr. Helfman for his careful reseach and
sensitive interviewing for the Patterson Project.

Following the formal interview with Donald Furtado, the two men walked
around the grounds of Ardenwood. Their conversation, including some further
reminiscences and Mr., Furtado's thoughts on the management of the park
grounds, was recorded but not transcribed. The complete tapes are in The
Bancroft Library.—Ed.]
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Introductien

[Date of Interview: February 7, 1987] ##

This is side 1 of an interview of Deonald Furtade, taking place en
the grounds of Ardenwoed Histeric Farm, in Fremont, Califernia, on
February 7, 1987. The interview is cenducted by Bill Helfman, fer
the Regional Oral Histery Office of the University of Califernia's
Bancreft Library. The interview is part of the Bancreft Library's
Patterson Family and Ranch: Seouthern Alameda in Transitien
Preject. Mr. Furtado begins the interview reading a written
statement.

Noew I will deo my best in creating a picture of the farming
operation en the Pattersen farm. But first I want to tell yeu
about the Pattersens. Mr. Henry Pattersen and Mr. William
Pattersen were the sole proprietors of this farm. Neoew I admired
them immensely for the integrity. They were firm but yeu ceuld
trust their good judgment. I never once felt they acted out of
sel f-interest or malice. The farm tetaled 3,000 acres in Frement;
the Livermeore ranch, 10,000 acres of grazing land. They raised
several hundred head of cattle on this ranch. Mr. Tem Helly was
the manager for years on this ranch. The Pattersens alse operated
a cement pipe plant in San Jose for making cement pipe for
irrigatien purpeses.

They also were stockhelders and directors of three Alameda
County banks: the Alvarade Bank, the Niles Bank and the Irvingten
Bank., Mr. August May was the president of the bank, and he was a
very conservative banker. Came the Great Depression and these
three banks were completely sound.

This farm had seme of the finest seil and produced bumper
crops. Now the basic crops were sugar beets, tomatees, potatees,
cucumbers, corn and alse grain. And the farm also had a large
walnut grove. All the land was worked with draft animals until
about 1930; then some farm machinery started to come in on the
farm. But it still teeok several years more to mechanize the farm.
The reason that this farm was a success: it was under goed
management. Mr. Henry Patterson managed the farm, and he was
always on the alert for any changes; such as land taxes, water,
electric rates for pumping water. He was always on the leekout
for things like that.

## This symbel indicates that a tape or segment of a tape has
begun or ended. For a guide to the tapes, see page 92.
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Battle over Alameda Creek Water Rights

Speaking of water rights, this is semething that's histery too.
The water table at one time was about fifty feet frem the surface.
The wells were all shallow, mest had pits and the pumps were dewn
in the pits. There were centrifugal pumps dewn in the pits. Had
to prime the pumps to start the water flow; it was & mess. We did
it... But after several years, the water table drepped dewn te
abeut 200 feet, then changes were made te install turbine pumps.
That's different frem the centrifugals; the turbines ge dewn...
Now the reasen for the water table drep. The Mount Eden Water
Works was pumping millions of gallens of water to the city of San
Francisco. In order te reverse this, Mr. Pattersen and other
landowners all signed a petitien and breught it te a vete te stop
pumping water at the Mount Eden Water Works. The water table was
dropping; they were pumping milliens of gallens out in there.

Then in turn the city eof San Francisco beught Spring Valley Water
Company, which became Hetch Hetchy. Then in turn tried te step
the flow of water which came down the Alameda Creek. That weuld
bring the water table up, you know. Once they teoek away what they
dammed, that watershed eut there they blecked all the water and
wouldn't let any water dewn that creek there and when they did
that, boy, that still lewered the water dewn mere. This water
flow in the creek would enter the [underground aquifers], and here
again the city of San Francisco tried te stop this natural flew.
Mr. Patterseon took them to court and he won the case. This
natural flew could net be shut off. They had to release a certain
amount of water down the Alameda Creek in erder te bring the water
table up.* And that's things I knew because I was here, you knew.
And that's the reasoen why that--like I tell you--a success, they
never let nothing get by yew New if you get certain questions,
you ask me and I can help you out. This is the basics of it.

[end of written statement]

I do, but tell me more about the fight ever the water.

All right. The fight ever the water was this: One time, see, the
Spring Valley Water Company owned that dam up there [Calaveras
Dam]. They built the dam, the Spring Valley Water Company, part
of it. Then, the city of San Francisco teek that dam ever, and
they were pumping water from the Mount Eden Waterwerks. All their
water supply was coming eut of there into the city of San
Francisce, and they had their pipelines geing out on Mr.
Patterson's ranch down in the back ever here [near the Dumbarten

*See interview of Mathew P. Whitfield in this series for further
discussion of water in southern Alameda County.
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Bridge]. When they did that, they lewered the water table. It
was semething terrible, the way the water went mere than 200 feet
dewn.,

Well, in order te reverse that, then they get a petitien
signed, and they came to a vote, to stop the pumping out there.
It took several menths yet befere they were able te put a step te
it. And they did. Se, then in turn, the city of San Francisce
bought eut the Spring Valley Water Company, and built that dam and
harnessed all that water frem that watershed eut there. But, when
they did that, they stopped the natural flew of water ceming eoff
of that watershed down inte Alameda Creek, and that natural flew
of water coming dewn is what helped the water table in this
valley. Well, then, they decided te shut the water eff. Mr.
Pattersen, of course, teld them that was a natural flew, and they
couldn't do it. Se they had te take it te ceurt [1912-1916], and
when they did, bey, he wen the case. And I think at that time, if
I'm net mistaken, it cest him $50,000 in the court. But he beat
them. Se right teday, yeu ge back and take a leoek ever there, and
you'll see a certain ameunt of water flowing eff of that dam inte
that channel. Of course, new I den't knew what deal they had with
the Alameda County Water District. They had seme kind of a deal
with them. What it is, I den't knew.

But what I'm going to tell you is the Alameda Ceunty district
was Mr. Williem Patterson. He was the founder and directer ef
this water district. He always worked oen the outside, Mr. William
Patterson. Mr. Henry Pattersen managed the farm in here. And
that's the history of the water.

Problems with Salt Water Intrusien and Fleeding

So whe did you work cleser with?

Mr. Henry Pattersoen. He made the decisiens, and he was the
manager, of course, on the ranch.

Se that's the Patterson that you knew best, you werked mest
closely with,

Mr. Henry Pattersen. Mr. William was areund alse, but he always
worked more on the outside. He was always on the looekout fer,
especially he was very much in water. That was the biggest
preblem~-with the water, because if the water table begins te drep
here, then the salt water starts penetrating inte the sweet water
here. Then, in erder to reverse that again they had to get a
certain amount of water down into that channel there, mind yeu, te
bring the water table up again. The certain amount of wells that



Furtade:

Hel fman:

Furtade:

70

were dug here had to have double casing, If you went dewn twe
hundred feet, at least the first hundred feet you had te have it
capped with cement., It was a double casing, one case on the
outside, anether one en the inside, and then they had it capped
with the concrete, te keep the salt water out. Because it would
eat up the casing, and your salt water weuld come inte the sweet
water. You had nething. And that was quite expensive.

Heow about fleooding? Was that a big preblem here?

Years ago, yes. It started fleooding net on this area here but
dewn threugh where the Coyeote Hills are eut there, yeu knew, and
all that lewland in there. The main stream of the Alameda Creek
started at the Calaveras Reserveir, and it snaked all the way dewn
inte Fremont here and down inte Unien City. Then the water would
drain eut in Unien City eut te the marshlands eut there. I'm not
sure of the year. It must have been abeut—see, I was bern 1915,
but my grandfather, he farmed on this land alse, on this ranch,
and I picked up some of the informatien frem him. I think—let's
see, new to be henest with yeu, abeut 1918, prebably--

The water breke over the levy out there, dewn in that area
there where——new let's see if I can give yeu an explanatien abeut
the area. Well, anyway, de you knew where this housing preject
goes out here? What is the name of it now? Ardemnweed Village in
there. Well, there was a creek that came out areund threugh that
Ardenwoed Village. There was a levy that went all the way out and
went through ever the Frement Beulevard. See where that bridge
goes over there? It went right straight down. As Alameda Creek,
the main creek, it broke in there one year. I think it was in
1918, it broke in there, and the water started flowing dewn inte
Mr. Patterseon's property here. And she'd flew all the way dewn,
and then it would fleed all that area in there where the Coyete
Hills are out there. Then there was an eoutlet where the water
could drain inte the bay out there. It was a regular fleed plain,
the whele thing in there. The whole works was all the fleed
plain. I don't know hoew much it cevered, well the fleed plain all
together, I'd say, was abeut eight te nine hundred acres, all
filled with water out there.

In ene way it was an advantage, and I'll tell you why. It
breught the water table up. That was the advantage of having that
water come down there. And that was the biggest problem after
about 1930. There was a water problem in here, due te the water
table dropping and salt water coming inte the sweet water. But
they finally reversed it. It teok a number of years. What they
had te do, the wells already drilled had te be capped, so there'd
be no salt water coming inte the soil because it would ruin the
soil, the salt water. And then, with the natural flow of water
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ceming dewn, after Mr. Pattersen took them te ceurt, then it
changed the picture. It breught the water table up again, net as
much as it should, but it done the jeb.

Do you remember the year that when he went te court?
Ne, I don't remember that. But I know he did take them to ceurt

but the year I den't remember. I'm net sure of the year. [1912-
1916]

Furtade Family on the Ranch Since 1914

Let me back up a second, and just find eut a little backgreund en
yourself as far as how you arrived in the area, and hew you—

Oh, I first arrived in the area. I was bern en Therten Avenue,
and then I came to this farm in the year of 1925. And I lived
just ever across the railread out there, and that's why I lived
over there. I was here on this farm fer thirty years, until
around 1952 eor 1955.

You were froem where?

Frem Thorten Avenue, and that was in the town of Centerville, now
it's Fremont.

So you started working in 1925.

No, it was later than that, because I was bern in 1915. Se 1925,
I'd only be ten years old, right? Se I started weorking maybe
after about 1935.

Did your father work for the Pattersons?

Yes, we helped him here, and then we alse farmed out here. Mr.
Pattersen made a change on this farm here about in the year abeut
1920 or 1925, then tenants started ceming in. Then he drepped out
of the farming himself. He had ne leases. He had all eral
agreements with all the tenants. Just all agreements. His word
was as good as gold. Rew crop farming was 25 percent, and the
grain farming was one-third. There was several dairies on the
farm here. Let's see, there was one, they called it the
California Dairy. That was dewn near the Coyote Hills. And they
had another one down here by the railread, and another ene that
used to be across Jarvis Avenue. That was a large dairy in there,
a 600-acre section eof land there.
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Se when you started there were ne tenant farmers then.

A few.

Did you tenant farm yourself? Or you were--—

Well, my dad and I, we farmed part time, and then I used teo help
Mz. Pattersen on the yards here, the erchards, and everything in

here too. It was a two-way deal: farmed on a share basis on his
land, plus what I used to de feor him in here.

A Work Day: Rich Seil, Hard Laber, Draft Animals

Can you just describe what a typical werk day was like?

A typical werk day I'd say weuld be about starting in the merning
about 7, and then finish about 5:30 or 6, all with draft animals.

But them days, different from now. The seil was easier te
work. You didn't use ne herbicides, ne insecticides, ne nething,
ne fertilizer, nething. Just work yeour land; net tee deep, eneough
to mix the seoil up and get rid of the grass; plant yeur seed and
that was it. Teoday you can't do that anymere. It requires a,
well, you have teo be more scientific te farm new and I den't
knew why. The crops just wen't preduce witheut going threugh all
that-——you have to docter them up in order to get a crep. There
wag a different envirenment. Yeou had cleaner air, virgin seil,
and bumper crops: peotatoes, you'd get as high as 400 sacks per
acre. No fertilizer, no neothing, neo irrigation--yeu can't de that
today. It's all different. The seoil is already wern out new. So
in erder te get any preduction of any kind at all new on the seil
requires a lot of extra work. You couldn't de it with draft
animals no more. Them days laber was cheap. You weork all day
from 7 o'cleck in the merming until about 5 or 5:30 at night--$1 a
day. That's all you weuld get. But a dollar was a goed dollar
and you weren't rushed te do the work. You just ge aleng
gradually; you weren't working to kill yourself, just te get the
job dene. And that's the way we did it.

Henry Pattersen, a "Yes—-and-No Man"

Was Mr. Patterson a fair and geod employer?

Very goed man. I gave it to you right here [taps his written
statement], in the beginning, on page number one. Yes. I admired
him very much because he was a very, very reasonable man, a very
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intelligent man. He was a man that you could sit with him and
talk some problem over with him, ne joking with him. He was a
"ves and no" man. He was all business.

De you remember any incidents that happened?

Ne. Any incidents would be seme eoutsider or stranger ceming
leitering ever the preperty, well then, he'd find eut what they
were looking for. That's hew particular he was. A very good man.
I have nething te say about the man. I even miss him. Right new
I feel kind of funny sitting here and leeking at the house ever
there and don't see him. He was a very gentle man. Very gentle.
He always gave you the benefit of the deubt, in ether werds. But
if you was right, fine. If you was wrong, he was going te let you
knew about it. It wouldn't take him a 'day te tell yeu; he weuld
let you knew right here, right new. That's why there was a
success on this farm. He never let nothing get by. He was always
on the alert to make sure that if semething weuld come aleng that
was going to interfere with the farming eperatien he was there teo
find out. I teld yeu abeut this water business here, and things
like that. Now, this is all histery. This is all fact that I'm
giving you here. Some of the dates I den't remember; I den't want
to commit myself te a date and then be wreng., Actually this did
happen, what I'm telling yoeu about the water and things like that.
And what else was I going to tell you? [pausel

The Harvest and the Cattle Drive

After the crops were harvested—sugar beets, tomatees, corn, they
were the basic creps. After the sugar beets were harvested, we
left the beet tops in the fields. (This was all dene by hand,
remember new. All this farming was hand-laber. There were ne
machines to harvest nene of this.) It was all harvested by hand:
tematoes, sugar beets, cern. Then about the month of Octeber they
started out with the cattle drive. Frem Livermere, they'd ceme
over through the Overacker Ranch, and down te the Kirchner Ranch,
and drove the cattle dewn in threugh Fremeont Beulevard, inte the
town of Centerville, came dewn on Therton Avenue, and dreve the
cattle down inte the ranch here. Then in the menth of December,
just befere the rains, the cattle would all be driven back again
to the [Livermere] ranch.

Mr. Tom Halley was the manager of the cattle ranch in
Livermeore. I can picture him with a big cewbey hat on, and cowbey
boets. He, toe, was a very very reasonable man, and a top
cattleman. He was the top man frem Mr. Pattersen, on the cattle
end of it. They probably ran a herd of abeut, oh I'd say in the
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neighberhoed of about seven teo eight hundred head of cattle——all
white face, beef cattle. Okay, new what else did you want te knew
new?

Tenant Farmers on the Ranch

One thing is te knew mere abeut the tenant farmers that are
working there. How many, what kind of families?

Well, there were tenant farmers. They all werked with draft
animals, and they didn't live on the farm. They came frem
different areas out here: some frem Centerville, Newark,
Alvarade. They didn't farm ne big sections of land. I'd say each
one maybe had about thirty acres, forty acres, something like
that. I'd say all totaled he might have had maybe abeut ferty,
fifty tenant farmers.

All different natienalities?

Right. The majority of them were Portuguese farmers. Came frem
Europe, and came in here, and got started in here. All rew crops
were worked on a 25 percent basis. Mr. Pattersen received 25
percent. The grains: one-third. The dairies: the land was
rented to the dairymen at $25 an acre. And the tenants were
responsible for the pumping plants and the utilities. [But Mm
Patterson would split repair costs for the pumping plants with the
farmers - D.F.] You took a motor at that time, abeut a twenty-
five horsepower motor, you could run it ten hours for abeut $3.
That's quite a bit. Teday you couldn't de that. A twenty-five
horsepower motor would run you about $60 to $70 a day for abeut 10
hours. That's a difference.

Mr. Furtado, how did yoeu know what the dairies and ether tenants
paid?

I knew these people from working en the ranch. It was cemmen
knewledge.

Crops were much cheaper. Laber was much cheaper, but then
you didn't have teoo much overhead. In eother werds, your margin of
prefit was net tee big, but you got by, due te ne big investments
in farm machinery——very little. And then some farm machines
started to come in, but they toek a number of years yet. A lot of
that machinery was obseolete. It was of poer engineering-—-mest of
it. ’
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And frem 1950 on, I neticed seme imprevements on the machinery,
but net the best yet. Then when it get te about 1970, then I
noticed a big change en the engineering part ef the equipment. It
was better equipment and better built.

Seunds like the mechanizatiaen was slew.

Very, very slow. And obsolete. Mest of it didn't werk the way it
was supposed to. There were a let bugs in them yet, that they had
to work out. Semetimes the manufacturer would ceme out and check
on the equipment and try te gather up all the infermatien they
ceuld about the equipment--hew it was eperating and se en. They
got all the infermatien and sent it back inte the main facteries,
so the engineers could make the changes. But it was a slew
process. Very slew. But, we done the best we ceuld with what we
had. That's the knowledge that they had in them days. Of ceurse,
as the years went by, why then they kept getting te kneow better
the different things that they had to de, in erder te make the
imprevements on the machines. I lived threugh all that, and I
seen what was going om

New all these tenant farmers did net live en the ranch. They
had their ewn hemes on the eutside, and they ceme dewn threugh the
Decote read here, what they use to call Jarvis Avenue, with their
draft animals, with their wagon—and bring a little hay en the
wagon, and water to give to the animals at noen, te water them
down and feed them. All dene that way. Like I tell you, we had
te walk behind the plow; we had te walk behind eur harrew er
roller; we smashed the cleds on the ground a little bit, net toe
much plowing, We just got dewn, get rid of the grass, and then
cultivate a little bit, and then get the ground ready, and plant
the crop, and that was all. Didn't have to werry abeut anything
else—-bugs or anything else like that. Neo fertilizer. You know
when yeu get virgin seil, yeu can't miss.

Besides Pertuguese, what other kinds of families were there?

I1'd say the majerity were all Portuguese. Mr. Patterson liked the
way that they were people that were willing and willing te werk
He teok netice of that, and he liked them very much fer that.

De you remember Mr. Brown as a tenant?

Mr. Brown was one of Mr. Patterson's employees here. His name was
Jee Brewn. And then he had anether. Joe Brewn was dead and gone
already. And he lived dewn in--what's the name of that street
that gees te Washingten Hespital?

Mewzry.
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He lived on Mowry Avenue. He had a heme out there. And he had
anether man out here by the name of Manuel Martin. He also worked
in here for him. He lived on the farm right here. There was a
heme on the other side of these buildings. He had a heme in here.
Before 1915, you see I was bern 1915, but before that, Mr.
Patterson had living quarters for the farm workers out here,
behind these buildings here. Accerding te what they teld me—Mr.
Brown—they had thirty te thirty-five empleoyees working here. And
they had a Chinese cook in the kitchen. The sleeping quarters
were separated from the main house. But of course, that's what I
picked up frem them—what they teld me, which is true, because I
still remember the home was over there. The back of that was teorn
down. The other part of it was out on Jarvis Avenue, but they
tore that dewn alse. But at one time it was all cennected—

How many empleyees were here when you were—-
There was quite a few. 1I'd say maybe hal f-a-dezen, because he

kept cutting back, and then the land would be given eout fer
farming on a share-basis.

Henry Patterson, the Decisien—-Maker

What else could you tell me about hew the day-te-day work en the
farm went?

The first thing that Mr. Pattersen would do, he'd say there was a
certain section of land that has to be worked eut. It was getting
quite weedy, we'd have to go ahead and disk it out. We disked
that out, probably take maybe couple of days te get that
completed, and after then he would say, new, we have te get this
ready for cern, or sugar beets and things like that, and then
prepare the land for the planting, But he always made the
decisiens.

He was a real hands-on owner?! He was out there working?

Right. He never sat teo much in the office. He was on the
outside te make sure that everything was running right.

Do you remember hew he dressed?

Ah, Mr. Patterson was a plain dresser. Very seldom ever seen that
man in a suit, Just plain clothes, ne necktie, always wore a hat.
He was a yes—and-ne man, and very conservative. Yes, very seldem

ever seen him a suit.

How abeut the brether?
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Same thing. No different. Then, when it ceme teo some serieus
preblem, then they beth weuld ceme tegether and talk it ever. One
would censult with the other about certain matters, you knew what
I mean, that were quite serieus--like when they had that water
preblem, why Mr. William Pattersen, he was in it pretty thick.

Yes, they were very plain people. Very plain peeple. If yeu
walk up to him, you'd say, "Who's Mr. Pattersen amyway?" Because
the way he was dressed, see? Naturally, a man in his capacity,
yoeu'd think he would dress like an executive. No.

August May, Successful Banker and Celleague ef the Pattersens

Mr. Patterson was one of the owners and directers ef the bank
also. Mr. May [president ef the bank] used te ceme dewn here, and
talk things over. There was anether man with the same thing, He
was quite a smeker. Mr. May never beught cigarettes. He always
rolled his cigarettes. Very censervative banker alse. Never did
believe loaning any more out that anybedy ceuld handle on a lean.

##

Se in 1930, came the Great Depression. That's histery; yeou
don't remember that. The dairy farms on Mr. Pattersen's ranch
farm~~I'm speaking of the dairy farms, not the ranch~-were in
treuble financially. Prices drepped. No market fer the milk.
They were in real treuble. So then Mr. May had leaned a let of
meney out to these dairymen He came to them and teld them he
wanted them te held on te the business, because he said, "If I
foreclose on you now and take these cattle, I can't put them in my
bank." That's hew smart he was. And he says, "And I'm geing te
centinue on helping yow" Mind yeu, it was semething terrible.
It was a crash. "And I want you te centinue en," he says,
"because there's geing to be a change on the administratien." I
think it was—Roosevelt come in 1933 or 1934, And he says,
"Things are geing te take a turn fer the better, and then when
things start picking up, yeu get a market fer your products, I'll
be able te get my meney back. If I de it different, I'm geing te
be the leser." And, you knew, he fellowed that threugh. He was
right on the money, what he said. They &all came out ef it.

But here's what I want te try to bring out te yeu The time
of that crash we had thousands and thousands of bank failures in
the United States. You read it in the history. These three
banks: the Alvarade Bank, Niles Bank, and Irvingten Bank were
completely sound. Completely sound, mind you There were people
that came from Washingten, Oregen , and Idaho te try to borrew
money off Mr. May in his bank over here, and you know what he teld
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them? "This bank has no meney for outside people,” he says. "If
your banks in these states can't help you, I can't de yeu any
good,™ he says. That was him. He always said that any business
that paid mere than 7 percent interest for meney would be a
failure. And he was right. And he says, "Never everburden
anybody with more than what they can handle, on leans with money,
because then they are in trouble." He was a kind of a man that,
one time there was a party that walked in there—-new, I am going
to tell you a stery, and this is all histeory, this is true.

This man walked inte his bank, and he's sitting in his
office. I can picture him toeo, he was a big fat man, and a very
plain man and was just in his effice there in his bank in Alvarade
there. That was the main branch. Se one day this man come in and
says, "Oh, Mr. May, we're kind of interested in buying an
automeobile.” So Mr. May asked him, he says, "Well, you get a car
now?"™ He says, "Yes, but it's net a very good car." "Well, I
tell you the truth, I'm going te tell you right new: this bank's
got no meney fer a new car fer you," he says. "You just keep your
old car,™ he says, "and that'll make de."

OK, and I had a friend of mine who came in ene day and asked
Mr. May if he could borrow some money frem him. And so Mr. May
asked him, "I want to knew the purpose of the lean." "I want te
make a new house," he says. "You got the plans?" "Yes." Seo he
looked over the plans. "™ell, I'll tell you the truth, your plans
may sound goed to yeu, but net good to me. This house is teo
high~toned for you. You got an old one; you stay with that ene."

OK, a third party ceme in. One day a farmer ceme in there.
I think he lived in Alvarade, but I can't remember his name now.
And he says, "Mr. May, I'm going to need seme money." "What is
the purpose?™ he says. "I need the meoney," he says, "for a team
of horses." ™You've got the meney,”" he says. You see, anything
that would produce semething, you would have the meney; but if it
was for like luxuries, that was out with that banker. That's why
the bank was a success. All his loans were all in the line of
cattle and agriculture.

This farm, the reason why it was a success, Mr. Patterson was
not only a good manager, but he didn't let nething slip by te get
himself in any kind of a preblem. This farm was free and clear
when his father died. Of course, I den't remember his father.
But my aunt remembered his father. And he, too, was a very
conservative man, Mr. Geerge Patterson. He was a man with a big
white beard, a big tall man. But see, I don't remember that
because that's before my time.
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The Great Depression

What else do you remember abeut the Depression, and hew it
affected things here?

Well, here's what happened. Came the Great Depression, we were in
here. Mr. Patterson still kept thinking the dellar a day. But
most of the farms in here whe did hire anybedy, they were paying
ten cents an hour. That's all you could get. Maybe you worked
six heurs a day, that makes sixty cents a day. They held on.

I'll tell you why the tenants held en on Mr. Pattersen's ranch.
This ranch was en a seund basis. In ether werds, they kept en
farming, they didn't get much eut of it, but they kept geing, kept
at it. Others had te drep eut because there was mertgages en the
farm, you understand? Then they fereclesed oen them

But this farm was in a different pesition. That's the
difference. It took a number of years befere the farmers get on
their feet. At that time there was all draft animals, and yeu
could buy a team of horses prebably—I call a "tean™ twe, er
whatever it was——for about $125, $100, for using them for farming
purposes. Machinery, that was out of the picture. I den't quite
understand it, but quite a number of years before machines started
coming in en the farm. Like I tell you, it was farmed out the
slow way, but it produced crops.

Today you couldn't do that. There's a change in the
environment. The reasen why they talk about water pellutien is
due te all the different sprays they have te use in order te get
the crep teo grow, like insecticides. That's peisen in that, yeu
knew. Then herbicides, te control the grass. Things like that.
That is what's hurting the envirenment.

Sugar Beet Harvest by Hand

What kind eof crops did yeur family raise here?

Sugar beets, tomatoes. That was the basic enes. And there was
cern, and cucumbers, but remember, all this was all harvested by
hand. Everything. 1If you had a part of large acreage of sugar
beets, we had a beet 1lifter. It was net a plew; it was semething
like a sub-soiler [a tool with a "shoe™ en it to 1ift the beet off
the ground] teo lift the sugar beets up--it's a roet crep—-te raise
them up off of the ground. Then these people, they came from
Mexice. They came in here by the hundreds. They didn't live on
the ranch. They came from different areas. Then they'd go, and
they had a large beet knife with a hoek en it. They'd put this
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heek into the sugar beet, and pick it up out of the ground, and
cut the tep off, then put them in rews. Many rews would come inte
the center area, and they left an avenue for the trucks to come
in, and then they'd pick them up by hand and throw them inte the
truck. And this farm here, with the three theusand acres it had,
it produced sugar beets for the refinery at Holly Sugar in
Alvaradoe. They ceould grind eut abeut, I'd say, at the factory,
maybe about twelve or fifteen hundred tens a day. Seo seme years
this ranch here preoduced about, I'd say, maybe around the erder of
about twenty thousand tens of sugar beets, twenty to twenty-five
thousand tens of sugar beets. Teomateoes, I'd say in the
neighberheed ef about feur er five theusand tons. That's the tweo
basic crops en the farm.

The Henry Pattersen Family

Are there other things you can tell me about the Pattersons'
personalities, the family, hew things—

All I can tell you, they were a cleose~knit family. Very clese.
Mrs. [Henry] Pattersen was a scheel teacher. And I think, if I'm
not mistaken, I think she came from Fresnoe. I can picture her eout
here in the yard alse. He had three daughters. There was Sally,
Marjorie, and Geergia. And Mr. William Pattersen had three sons.
They were Donald, Jack, and David. I think the enly ene left new
is David, en Mr. William Patterson's side. And there's Sally,
whe's still living yet. I don't knew where she's at. I think
she's over in Atherton or in Piedment. I'm net sure. She's in
the neighberheed, I'd say, eof about seventy-five years old already
new. And Marjerie Pattersen, that was the secend daughter, I
think she's dewn in Palm Springs, if she's still living. I'm net
sure. I den't want to make any cemmitment because I'm net sure.

And there was Georgia. This I den't knew if I sheuld bring
this eut er net, but there'd be ne hamm in it.

I think she was around 16 years old. Sixteen or seventeen or
something 1like that. It was quite a tragedy in the family. Mr.
Pattersen had gone te pick them up at the University eof
California. It was in the winter time. And ceming back frem his
trip from Berkeley, when he got inte tewn at Mount Eden, the read
was quite wet. And he slammed his brakes in the car and the
brakes locked en the car and the girls were sitting on the back
seat and when he slammed the brakes en, she broke her neck. She
died immediately. I guess it was no harm in it if I teld yeu
that. And then fer one year straight that man never drove a car.
He felt real bad about that. And she was a beautiful girl. Very
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pretty, they all were. And I tell you, I felt sorry fer the man.
He walked aroeund here, and semetime I just wender what was going
threugh his mind. I just couldn't figure it...

Se all he had left was the tweo daughters, Sally and Marjerie.
There's ne harm in what I teld yew

Yes, they were a family that were clese, but Mr. Pattersen
made the decisions. He's the man that made the decisiens. But
she was a real wonderful lady, Mrs. Pattersen. You couldn't find
a better person, a lady with a wenderful persenality, a very
friendly lady. Very friendly. And se the ether family eut there,
the same way: very pelite peeple, intelligent peeple, peeple with
a let of knewledge.

I'd actually heard that there was other accidents er anether
accident—semeone hit by a train eut here. Do yeu remember
anything like that?

Of the Pattersens?

I den't think it was family, but just that there was anether
accident.

Well, years age there was an accident, yes. It was a Chinese
family that came later and farmed en Mr. Pattersen's ranch here,
and they lived dewn next te that railread out here, aleng the
railread track. And that day, the lady, was his wife, the
Chinese lady, she had walked ever the railread track te ge and buy
some meat. They used te have a delivery wagen, weuld sell meat on
the roads. I think that time that she went ever out there and
bought the meat and came back, for seme reasen er ether, I den't
knew what happened, she came acress over the railread and the
train hit her and killed her. That was the accident that I knew
of. Now anything after that I den't remember, but that was the
accident. But nething cennected with the Pattersen family, no,
nething at all.

Game and Peachers

New this ranch became a game sanctuary in abeut the year 1935. It
was stocked mostly with pheasants in here. It was a game reserve,
in other weords. But Mr. Pattersen had ene problem. It bugged him
every year, the time of the pheasant seasen. He had peeple
running all ever this farm. They just kept him busy, him and his
brether, and workers, we had to go out here and try to run them
off the ranch. He just couldn't stand having peeple in here; of
course, he was right! Always had that problem every year. Then
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later, he hired private detectives teo help to keep them off of the
ranch. He did. And he alse had a large duck pend dewn there at
the Ceyote Hills, where they, every year abeut the meonth ef
Octeber er Nevember, they start hunting ducks eut there. Then he
and all his friends ceme ever here. Early in the merning, they'd
go down and start hunting fer ducks. Real early in the merning,
just abeut daybreak.

Did they do a lot of entertaining, have a lot of people eover?
Yes, they did, but that was their ewn clan of people, yeu knew

what I mean, net just erdinary werkers, ne. Just the people,
their friends, of course, from different areas here.

Henry Pattersen and Tree Management: "Close te Nature"

Are there any other things yeu can remember abeut the ranch that
we haven't cevered?

Well, Mr., Pattersen, like you knew, had all this eucalyptus greves
in here, all the way around the area. He had a family that lived
eut in the back and everything, But he was a man I believe that
never had taken eut any mere brush er anything eff eof the trees as
mere than necessary. Like this grove in here, I did read in the
paper that they said there was a certain ameount ef acres that had
to be removed because the trees were all fallen dewn and decaying
and all that. Well, that I den't believe, because—I'm leeking
eut right here new——you see all those gum trees? There are quite
a lot of them. Those will be here feor the next fifty years eor
more yet. Only fallen trees he would allow to remeve. Anything
else, no.

Now, this is histery that I have te go back that I picked up
frem my aunt. She was an eld lady already. Her father farmed on
this ranch alse.

Se when Mr. Pattersen's father died he was laid eut en this
house here, you knew. So when all the farmers came to view the
bedy, they had to ceme through the perch eut en the back there,
but there was a fallen tree ever the door-——eover the screen deoer——
seo everyene that come in weuld have te bend down te go underneath
the tree. Se one of them said, "Well, Mr. Pattersen, yeu sheuld
remeoeve the tree." He said, "Never remeve it; nature put it that
way, just leave i1t 1ike that," he said. He was close to nature...

If a tree grew a certain way, like that tree right there,
that was fine. It did ne danger. Nature put it that way, just
leave it like that. Very particular man. If yeu're geing te do
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any pruning en the trees, only head high--no higher than that——as
leng as yeu can get threugh. But yeu start te trim them all the
way dewn, ne, he wouldn't allew that, ne way.

You said there were things that you neticed abeut what they're
doing now that are—

There was a large walnut grove in here. There was ene out en the
other side here, but new it's gone, because they remeved it. They
dug it out. What I'm observing here new, they've dene a very,
very poer job en the management of the walnut erchards. Some of
the broken down limbs and trees that are decayed sheuld be
removed. Then the seil sheuld have been all werked dewn, just
dewn, te conserve the meisture in the land. Then we take, abeout
in the spring ef the year in the month ef June, we take it, and we
irrigate all the trees down. We have to werk the seil dewn in the
trees to keep the meisture up, to keep the grewth up in erder te
get preduction off of the trees. New, you go and walk eut there,
and what have they got there? They've got all decayed trees out
there and a2 let of limbs hanging dewn ente the greund there. They
haven't removed anything, They haven't werked the se¢il dewn. So,
yeu can't call that geed management. That's what I'm ebserving
right new. And if I had semething te de with it, that weuld be
all different there.

New Mr. Pattersen would never allew that. In a certain time
of year we have to get in there and get all that dewn-—the grass
out, and all fallen limbs be removed, and that weed would be
burnt. He'd have it all chepped up and make kindling weed fer the
wintertime for his fireplace. And new they're talking about
removing I don't knew how many acres of the Eucalyptus trees
because due to a danger er hazard or something. Do yeu find a
hazard on that tree there? As long as that tree has green leaves
like that, that is no hazard there. When you see a tree that has
no more foliage, then yeu knew it's gene.

But here they're just deing it the eppesite. Of ceurse, this
is my estimation of things, with the way they're deing it. I
haven't got ne say on this here, but this is what I'm seeing here.
There was a wonderful family fruit erchard eut in the back ever
here, family erchard. That's gene, I think, out here already. I
think I came here last year, and I walked back there. It wasn't
taken care of. That's gone there, and the one out here alse. New
what they should do te bring it back te its eriginal is take and
set a plant in teo replace each dead ene. They should ge eout and
plant a certain ameunt of dwarf trees in a different area out
here. Socen they could bear fruit, and mest eof them they ceuld
sell te the public. There's enough space for it.
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Mr. Pattersen was always a great believer in having a let of fruit
trees for the house. He had a lot of citrus trees——they're all
gone already here new. Apple trees, he had a dezen of them.
Peaches, all different varieties, that's all geone. I'd say if
it's gone new, replace it new, bring it back te its original ferm
that it was befere. That's my belief. Like I tell yeu, I'm net
the management. This farm here, or whatever it is anyway, I'm not
tunning it. But I knew what I would deo if I had my say abeout it.
Seme of them trees are still in preductien yet——the walnut trees.
But like I tell you, mere work has te be done there in erder to
get that back in shape.

What ether kinds of things have you neticed?

Let's see. [leng pause] Well, I don't knew, but I can tell you
abeut it, what I netice is that it's just a different type of a
management. I don't want te say it's the best in the werld——it's
net the worst either, but it's not the best. And I think Mr.
Patterson wouldn't go for it. Everything with him had te be
right, And if it wasn't right, he wanted te get an henest answer
from yeu. You didn't ge around the bush and tell him "Oh, it's
this way, Mr. Patterson." He said, ™o, I want te get the right
answer." And believe me, you tell him the truth. And yoeu lie teo
him, yeu were in trouble. He was a dependable man and an henest
man, but he expected an honest answer from you.

The Patterseons and the Hobes ##

New, Mr. Patterson on his ranch here, had a large warehouse; where
you see that house out there new. That warehouse was capable of
helding abeut, I'd say the neighborheed of 2-300 tens ef hay. Se
them days there was a lot of tramps on the read. I'd say we could
call them hebes or tramps er whatever it was. And they dene all
their cooking in the gums out here, in the [eucalyptus] grave
here. There was a large water trough out here where you see that
truck parked out there new. And they'd come with their cans, the
hebeos, and get water out here. There's one thing about Mr.
Patterson. New, this is history again. His father teld him,
that's what my aunt told me. His father, "Remember," he says,
™ever runs the hobes off the ranch; they have te live tee." Seo
the evening would come, and they would have their roll and they'd
sleep inside the hay barn there. Not one time Mr. Pattersen ever
run one off. So ene day Mrs. Pattersen breught that up te Mr.
Patterson—about the hebes being on the ranch. And she asked him
that question. She says, "How come, Mr. Pattersen, you leave
those hebes en the ranch here?"™ You knew what he teold her? "They
were here before you came here."
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Mr. Patterson's father, my aunt told me he was very, very liberal
that way. Never did run them off the ranch. I can just picture
them coming dewn-—they used te semetimes ceek dewn there by the
railread and then usually be coeming dewn here te sleep. And this
warehouse is still standing, and yeu'll find it in the Coyote
Hills. Have you ever been eut there?

Yes.

Did yeu see that big warehouse built eut there—-that big large
storage building out there? As you geo in, yeu den't ge all the
way out straight ahead, you make a left turn and then go dewn.
It's on the back there. That used te be in here. This was
dismantled here. The man that dismantled is dead and gene new.
His name was Pete Freitas. He was the centracter. And he
dismantled this barn. Then they removed all this material frem
here, hauled it down inte the Coyote Hills, and they put it
together out there, and just before they had it all tegether, Mr.
Pete Freitas fell off of the scaffolding and he breke his neck.
And when they picked him up, he was dead already. I remember that
new. Now, is there anything else yeu can think up?

Furtade Family Histery

Neot abeut the ranch. I'm kind of curieus more abeut yeu, brethers
and sisters, and yeur family--

In my family there was four boys and ene girl. I'm the eldest,
then came my other brether. My first name, of course, you knew my
name is Donald. And I have a brether by the name of Neorbert, and
I have a brether by the name of Cyrus, and a brether by the name
of Leland. And my sister, her name was Zelda. About twenty years
age my second brether, he was geing en a trip, I think, inte
Oregon, in a brand new car. But before he got te Eureka--that's
in the state of Califernia--this guy comes aleng, I guess he was
travelling at abeut 100 miles an heur. He was intexicated. He
hit my brother head-en, and my brether went dewn that cliff abeut
five hundred feet, and when he had got down te the bettem he had
broke hia neck. - I'd say he was abeut thirty years eld. I have
another brother. He lives in San Leandroe. He retired. My
gister, she died. She's dead and gone. But my meother's still
living yet. My father died. He was ninety—-three years old.

My meother's still living, She's in a rest home in Mountain
View, and she's ninety-twe years old. She lived on this farm when
she was a young girl, because my grandfather farmed on Mr.
Patterson's ranch here. And all the water had to be drawn eout fer
the house——there was ne plumbing--with hand pumps. They'd bring a
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bucket eut and pump the water by hand, then they had containers
they woeuld £ill up with water and bring inte the house. No
plumbing, The dishwater had te be taken out in buckets and threwn
eutside.

Your mother worked foer——

The Pattersens, no. My mether, when she was a young lady, that
was before she was married, she werked on the farm with my
grandfather. That was teward the Ceyete Hills area. My
grandfather was quite a large farmer in this area. He grew a let
of petatees. He had sugar beets and toematees. That was the basic
creps. And she's still living yet. She's having a hard time.
She's quite eld new. When you get old like that, why, it's
different when yeu're younger.

And did your father alse farm en the Pattersen Ranch?
Yes.,

Let's go back to werking en the ranch. I'm net sure yeu teld me.
How many peeople did he have werking full time on the ranch?

Well, at my time, I'd say it was about not tee many ef them.
Toward the end, he enly had--in abeut 1950 eor befere that—he enly
had about twe workers left here. They did mest ef the werk en the
garden for him in here. But before that, we had, when he was
farming himsel f, I'd say abeut twenty-five te thirty peeple. As
he kept letting the land out en share-basis, and he kept reducing
it down, he had twe——oene by the name of Joe Brown and Manuel
Martin. They were the last ones left here.

Do you know if they're still around? Are either of them still
around, de yeu knew?

If they're living? Oh, ne. They're dead and gene a leng time
age.

Characterizing Henry Pattersen

Mr. Pattersen mest of the time didn't have any demestic workers in
here. He done the cooking himself and dene a lot of the werk
himself in the heouse here. I can picture him with an apren en
going and coming eut of the kitchen doer. When I lived en the
farm here I used to raise a let of fryers--chickens, you knew. I
feathered them dewn and cleaned them eut, and I'd bring them dewn
te him ever here.
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He actually did the coeking?

He did the ceoking,. He was the main cook. I can picture him eut
there in that kitchen on this side here. Yes.

The building itself, the house that yeou're leeoking at here
now, you could hardly see it froem here. A lot of feliage around--
all ever the house. I netice they made a leot eof changes. They
took a lot of underbush eut. He never did believe in taking out
tee much. That's a difference I see here new. See the main deer
around the frent there? That was effice there, right in there.

So sometimes I was quite dirty-—-I had regular ceveralls. 1I'd say,
"Mr. Pattersen, I'm quite dirty." "Oh, ne, you're a werking man,"
he says. "Come right in,"he says. That's the way he was.

When you would ge in to see him, what kind of problems weuld yeou
be talking about?

Semetimes about starting a certain bleck of greund, abeut werking
it, or abeut the irrigation. He says, "I think, well, yes it's
abeut time we start getting prepared te put water inte the walnut
grove here." Things like that.

He was a very sincere man, you knew what I mean. He was a
man that you couldn't go up to him and try te give him a hard luck
story or things would ge eut ef line. He wanted the truth. He
wanted everything right. That's just the kind of a man he was., I
got aleng very well with him. Ne problems. As leng as you teld
him the truth, he'd meet you halfway. But if semebedy was coming
here with seme hard-luck stery, or some kind of a shenanigan of
some kind, you wouldn't get away with it. He was a cellege man
you know. He was a surveyer. How much law he did know, I den't
knew, but he had quite a bit of knowledge.

Crop Management: Minimal Water, Ne "Peisons"

How did yeu lay eut the creps? Was there a system te that as far
as—

We always laid out the crop the way we'd run eour water. In ether
words, you can't run water uphill, se yeu had te be careful hew
you get yeur row crops in. The land had kind of a slope. Se yeu
start from the highest peint and plant down te the lewest peint.
Se when yeu get all your rews in, yeu get your water toe run eut.
You didn't use as much water then like they use new. Very little
water. Your crep might be given one irrigation. That's always
necessary. Then yeu'd come in and start weorking the seil right
afterwards to held the moisture in the croep. I den't knew why,
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them days the meisture held very goed on the seil. It didn't dry
eut. Se the crop never withered, never did—always had bumper
creps.

Today you can't do that anymore. You never had te worry
about worms ceming in and eating the creop eut on yeu. Never. No
fertilizer, the ground was real fine and fluffy, real streng. It
was virgin ground. Like I tell you, after a number of years, the
land is farmed, it loses its strength. The water had a lot te de
with it. If yeu've got real sweet water, and very little alkali
in it, it builds yeur seil up. But when your water becomes, well,
if yeu use water that has a let of salt in it, eor alkali, and
things like that, yeu're in trouble. But them days yeu didn't
have teo worry abeut that because the water was cleose te the '
surface. You had real pure water. Where teday, all your water
is—they use it like in these large farms in San Jeaquin Valley,
the reasen why they having preblems, they using tee much
insecticides, herbicides, and all that. All that gets inte the
soil, penetrates inte the seil and peisens the seil up. Then when
they drain the water out, loek what happens. You got all that
poisoned water—all eover the place.

In my time we didn't have that problem. And that's the
difference. You could ge eut in the field, say yeu was hungry and
you wanted to pick up a temate off of the vine, you didn't have te
worry about the tomate being poisened. There were ne insecticides
in it—there was nothing in it. Teday you couldn't de that. Yeou
go out to a farm, they've got signs pested: Keep Out, Peisemn.
That's the difference. Se we're living in a different envirenment
altogether in the year we're in now. And I'll be henest with yeu,
I don't think it's geing to get any better. I say, if you can
live clese to nature and just ge aleng with nature, you're much
better off. That's theway I'm lookingat it. But it's
impossible. You can't de that today. Sure, technelogy is a
wonderful thing, It's helped the people sut te work much easier.
You're probably getting more preductien on yeur creps. But yeu're
still in danger with all the peisens you use on the creps. You're
in danger. Se then they have to be more cautieus in the way they
werk it eut new. Yeu can see it--you read in the newspapers.
That's a difference between now and the time that I did it

Farming with Draft Animals: Cheap Labor, Low Overhead

I guess one last thing would be if there is anything else you
could add about the changeever te machinery from draft animals.



Furtade:

89

Well, here's the difference. At that time when we farmed, say you
had fifty acres of land, it required prebably abeut ten peeple teo
de it. One team of horses weuld be deing ene jeb, which was draft
animals, and anether man would be deing anether jeob with anether
team of horses with anether piece of implement——all herse-drawn
implements. Where teday, yeu can take the same amount of land
with ene man,and de deuble the woerk with the modern machinery we
have new. See the difference? 1It's faster, and mere pesitive in
what you're deing, and much easier. Yeu got a better handle on
preparing the se¢il. Ten te ene~—that was the difference.

And of ceurse then, the bigger you get, you get bigger
machinery. It depends en hew much land yeu farm. If yeu geot
fifty acres, why, yeu buy a certain size machine. But then if yeu
get bigger, then you get a bigger machine. But then yeu're deing
double the weork already. But then, let's put it this way. At
them days you'd buy a team of herses fer $150 er $100, and you
took ten men away from there, and brought the machine te de the
same jeb—$40,000 te $50,000. That's a difference.

Se that means that you have te get meore inceme en yeur
preduct teo take care of your everhead and yeur investment. If yeou
den't get it, yeou're eut. That's why them days the farm was
successful because it was a lew everhead. New Mr. Pattersen's
father, when he came inte this area here, all this land he
probably beught for maybe, new I'm just guessing, $50 te $100 an
acre, which was big meney them days. But then, as he went aleng
he earned enough out of it in erder te accumulate all this
acreage. Where teday yeu take the same acre of land, weuld cest
you at least about maybe $10,000 an acre or mere. Se¢ that means
hew much more you'd have to earn en that acre in orde