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PREFACE 

The Ora l  H i s t o r y  Program of t h e  S i e r r a  Club 

I n  f a l l  1969 and s p r i n g  1970 a se l f -appointed commit tee  of s i e r r a  Clubbers 
met s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  cons ider  two vexing and r e l a t e d  problems. The r a p i d  member- 
s h i p  growth of t h e  c lub  and it s involvement i n  environmental  i s s u e s  on a n a t i o n a l  
s c a l e  l e f t  n e i t h e r  t i m e  nor  r e s o u r c e s  t o  document t h e  c lub 's  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  
h i s t o r y .  Club r e c o r d s  were  s t o r e d  i n  a number of l o c a t i o n s  and were  i n a c c e s s i b l e  
f o r  research.  Fur the r ,  we were f a i l i n g  t o  t a k e  advantage of t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  new 
techn iques  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  by which t h e  remin i scences  of c l u b  l e a d e r s  and members 
of long s t a n d i n g  could be preserved. 

The ad hoc committee 's  recommendation t h a t  a s t a n d i n g  H i s t o r y  Committee be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  was approved by t h e  S i e r r a  Club Board of D i r e c t o r s  i n  May 1970. That 
September t h e  board des igna ted  The Bancrof t  L i b r a r y  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
C a l i f o r n i a  a t  Berkeley a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e p o s i t o r y  of t h e  c lub 's  archives .  The 
l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of records ,  photographs and o t h e r  memorabi l ia  known a s  t h e  
"S ie r ra  Club Papers" i s  t h u s  permanently p r o t e c t e d ,  and t h e  Bancrof t  i s  p repar ing  
a c a t a l o g  of t h e s e  ho ld ings  which w i l l  be i n v a l u a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s  of t h e  conserva- 
t i o n  movement. 

The H i s t o r y  Committee then focused i t s  e n e r g i e s  on how t o  develop a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  program. A six-page que.s t ionnaire  was mai led  t o  members 
who had jo ined  t h e  c l u b  p r i o r  t o  1931. More than  h a l f  responded, enab l ing  t h e  
committee t o  i d e n t i f y  numerous o l d e r  members a s  l i k e l y  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  o r a l  i n t e r -  . 
views. (Some had hiked w i t h  John Muir!) Other i n t e r v i e w e e s  were  s e l e c t e d  from 
t h e  ranks  of c l u b  l e a d e r s h i p  over t h e  p a s t  s i x  decades. 

Those committee members who v o l u n t e e r e d  a s  i n t e r v i e w e r s  were  t r a i n e d  i n  t h i s  
d i s c i p l i n e  by W i l l a  Baum, head of t h e  Bancrof t ' s  Regional Ora l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e  and 
a n a t i o n a l l y  recognized a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  F u r t h e r  i n t e r v i e w s  have been 
completed i n  coopera t ion  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t y  o r a l  h i s t o r y  c l a s s e s  a t  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  
Univers i ty ,  F u l l e r t o n ;  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  New York; and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Cal i -  
f o r n i a ,  Berkeley. Ex tens ive  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  major  c l u b  l e a d e r s  a r e  most o f t e n  
conducted on a p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a s i s  through t h e  Regional Ora l  H i s t o r y  Office.  

Copies of t h e  S i e r r a  Club o r a l  i n t e r v i e w s  a r e  placed a t  The Bancrof t  L ib ra ry ,  
a t  UCLA, and a t  t h e  c lub 's  Colby L ibra ry ,  and may be purchased f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  c o s t  
of photocopying, b inding,  and sh ipp ing  by c l u b  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s ,  c h a p t e r s ,  and 
groups,  a s  w e l l  a s  by o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Our h e a r t f e l t  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e i r  h e l p  i n  making t h e  S i e r r a  Club Ora l  H i s t o r y  
P r o j e c t  a success  goes t o  each i n t e r v i e w e e  and i n t e r v i e w e r ;  t o  everyone who has  
w r i t t e n  an  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  a n  o r a l  h i s t o r y ;  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club Board of D i r e c t o r s  
f o r  i t s  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  long-term importance of t h i s  e f f o r t ;  t o  t h e  T r u s t e e s  
of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Foundation f o r  generously  p rov id ing  t h e  necessa ry  funding; t o  
c lub  and founda t ion  s t a f f ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Michael McCloskey, Denny Wilcher,  Colburn 
Wilbur, and Nicholas  Cl inch;  t o  W i l l a  Baum and Susan Schrepfe r  of t h e  Regional 
Ora l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ;  and l a s t  but f a r  from l e a s t ,  t o  t h e  members of t h e  H i s t o r y  
Committee, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  Ann Lage, who h a s  coord ina ted  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
e f f o r t  s i n c e  September 1974. 



You a r e  co rd ia l ly  invi ted  t o  read and enjoy any o r  a l l  of the  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  
i n  the  Sierra Club ser ies .  By so doing you w i l l  l e a rn  much of t h e  club's h i s t o r y  
which i s  ava i l ab le  nowhere e l se ,  and of t he  f a sc ina t ing  ca ree r s  and 
accomplishments of many outstanding club l eade r s  and members. 

Marshall B. Kuhn 
Chairman, History Committee 
1970 - 1978 

San Francisco 
May 1, 1977 
( rev ised  May 1979, A.L.) 

PREFACE- 198 0 s 

Inspired by the  v i s i o n  of i t s  founder and f i r s t  chairman, Marshall Kuhn, t h e  
S ie r r a  Club History Committee continued t o  expand i t s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  program 
following h i s  death i n  1978. With t h e  a s s i s t ance  of a grant  from the  National 
Endowment f o r  t he  Humanities, awarded i n  J u l y  1980, t he  S i e r r a  Club has contracted 
wi th  the  Regional Oral History Office of The Bancroft Library t o  conduct twelve t o  
s ix teen  major in te rv iews of S i e r r a  Club a c t i v i s t s  and o ther  environmental leaders  
of the 1960s and 1970s. A t  t h e  same time, the  volunteer  interview program has 
been a s s i s t e d  wi th  funds f o r  t r a i n i n g  in terv iewers  and t r ansc r ib ing  and ed i t ing  
volunteer-conducted interviews,  a l s o  focusing on t h e  pas t  two decades. 

With these e f f o r t s ,  the  committee in tends  t o  document the programs, 
s t r a t e g i e s ,  and i d e a l s  of t he  na t ional  S i e r r a  Club, a s  w e l l  a s  t he  club grass- 
roo t s ,  i n  a l l  i t s  variety--from education t o  l i t i g a t i o n  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  lobbying, 
from energy pol icy t o  urban i s sues  t o  wilderness preservat ion,  from Cal i forn ia  t o  
the  Carolinas t o  New York. 

Together wi th  the  w r i t t e n  archives  i n  The Bancroft Library, t he  o r a l  
h i s to ry  program of the  1980s w i l l  provide a valuable record of t he  S i e r r a  Club 
during a period of v a s t l y  broadening environmental goals,  r a d i c a l l y  changing 
s t r a t e g i e s  of environmental ac t ion ,  and major growth i n  s i ze  and inf luence on 
American p o l i t i c s  and society. 

Special thanks f o r  the  pro jec t ' s  l a t e r  phase a r e  due t o  Susan Schrepfer, 
codirector  of t he  S i e r r a  Club Documentation Projec t ;  Ray Lage, cochair  of t he  
History Committee; t h e  S i e r r a  Club Board and s t a f f ;  members of t he  p ro jec t  
advisory board and the  History Commit t ee ;  and most important ly,  the  interviewees 
and in terv iewers  f o r  t h e i r  un fa i l i ng  cooperation. 

Ann Lage 
Cochair, Bis tory  Committee 
Codirector,  S i e r r a  Club 
Documentation Projec t  

Oakland, Cal i forn ia  
Apri l  1981 
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SERIES PREFACE -- THE SIERRA CLUB NATIONWIDE 

The S i e r r a  Club Nationwide is  a s e r i e s  of interviews with l o c a l  and 
reg ional  l eade r s  of the  S i e r r a  Club. The in te rv iews  focus on the  growth 
and expansion of club chapters  across  the  United S t a t e s  and i n  ~ a n a d a  and 
document the  most important conservation campaigns undertaken by those 
chapters.  

Attempting t o  preserve h i s t o r i c a l  information not  usua l ly  found i n  the 
w r i t t e n  record,  these  in te rv iews  explore the  i d e a l s  and percept ions which 
motivate the  club ' s grassroo ts leadersh ip .  They d iscuss  t he  behind-the- 
scenes decision-making processes and formulation of s t r a t e g i e s  i n  l o c a l  
and reg ional  environmental b a t t l e s ;  the s t r u c t u r e  and opera t ions  of t he  
chapter  organizat ions and t h e i r  r e l a t i onsh ip  t o  the  n a t i o n a l  c lub;  and the  
dea l ings  between chapter  l eade r s  and l o c a l  government, l abo r ,  bus iness ,  
media, and o t h e r  organizat ions.  

A l l  of the interviews i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  a r e  conducted by volunteer  
in te rv iewers ,  with the  t r a i n i n g  and guidance of the  S i e r r a  Club History 
Committee. Many in te rv iewers  a r e  themselves club a c t i v i s t s  and chapter  
l eade r s  who have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n ,  o r  have f i r s thand  knowledge o f ,  the  
events  discussed by t h e i r  interviewees. Sometimes in te rv iewer  and i n t e r -  
viewee a r e  personal  f r i ends  and col leagues i n  the  club. It i s  hoped t h a t  
t h i s  personal  touch lends a l i v e l y  immediacy t o  t he  in te rv iews ,  while  t he  
in te rv iewer  t r a i n i n g  process  guards aga ins t  the  i n t r u s i o n  of b i a s  which 
sometimes r e s u l t s  from such in te rv iew arrangements. 

A g ran t  from t h e  National  Endowment f o r  the Humanities has  made poss ib l e  
the processing of  History Committee in te rv iews ,  the  prepara t ion  of in te rv iewer  
t r a i n i n g  ma te r i a l s ,  and the  coordinat ion of the  p ro j ec t .  A l l  in te rv iew tapes  
a r e  placed i n  the  Universi ty  of Ca l i fo rn i a ' s  Bancroft  Library. 

Ann Lage 
Cochair, S i e r r a  Club His tory  Committee 
Codirector ,  S i e r r a  Club Documentation 

P r o j e c t  

Berkeley, Cal i forn ia  
October 14 ,  1982 
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INTRODUCTION by Paul Swatek 

Following t h e  passage of t h e  a c t  which added 48,000 ac re s  t o  Redwood 
National Park i n  1978, t h e r e  were, of course,  a  number of v i c t o r y  p a r t i e s .  
The b a t t l e  had been waged over the  t e n  years  s i n c e  the  o r i g i n a l  park was 
e s t ab l i shed  i n  1968, bu t  t h e  heavy c o n f l i c t  took p lace  i n  t he  per iod John 
Amodio descr ibes  i n  t h i s  in te rv iew.  It was heavies t  on t h e  North Coast, where 
t h e  timber companies cyn ica l ly  explo i ted  t h e  ra iny  season unemployment of the  
woods workers t o  i n c i t e  t he  l o c a l  communities aga ins t  conse rva t ion i s t s '  
a t tempts  t o  preserve  a  few remnants of t h e  once-vast old-growth redwood 
f o r e s t s .  B a t t l i n g  became heavy i n  t h e  media and i n  t h e  h a l l s  of Congress, 
where a  group of courageous conse rva t ion i s t s  from t h e  l o c a l e  of t he  park, 
a s s i s t e d  by na t iona l  conservat ion groups and t h e  Car te r  admin i s t r a t i on ,  over- 
came massive oppos i t ion  from bus iness  and l abo r  i n t e r e s t s .  

I remember one of t h e  v i c to ry  p a r t i e s  hosted by Congressman P h i l  Burton 
i n  San Francisco.  P h i l  was t e r r i b l y  proud of what he  had been a b l e  t o  
champion f o r  conse rva t ion i s t s  and was g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  support  t h a t  
conse rva t ion i s t s  n a t i o n a l l y  had provided. He was our  hero ,  bu t  he  had some 
heroes,  a l s o .  John Amodio was one of those heroes ,  and P h i l  went ou t  of h i s  
way a t  t h a t  par ty  t o  p r a i s e  John 's  ded ica t ion  and s k i l l  i n  working t o  h e l p  pass 
t h e  Redwood Park Expansion b i l l .  

John had devoted t h e  major p a r t  of s eve ra l  yea r s  of h i s  l i f e  t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  b a t t l e .  H e  and a  group of l o c a l  conse rva t ion i s t s ,  a t  cons iderab le  
personal  r i s k ,  kept  t r a c k  of what was going on on p r i v a t e  lands  ad jacent  t o  
t h e  endangered "worm" p a r t  of t h e  park. They spoke o u t  courageously i n  favor  
of t h e  park a s  minori ty  voices  i n  t h e i r  community, aga ins t  t h e  a c t i v e  d i s -  
approval of t h e  l o c a l  power s t r u c t u r e .  They were a  cons tan t  prod t o  t he  
n a t i o n a l  groups, e n l i s t i n g  support  from those groups t o  r a l l y  t h e  publ ic  of 
t h e  n a t i o n  t o  save  i t s  he r i t age .  John moved t o  Washington f o r  months a t  a  
t i m e  wi th  minimal f i n a n c i a l  support  t o  f i g h t  f o r  p ro t ec t i on  of t he  f o r e s t  he  
loved. 

I remember John a t  another  of t h e  v i c t o r y  ce l eb ra t i ons ,  a  three-day 
backpacking t r i p  i n  Ju ly  1978, which John l e d  f o r  a  group of us  who had worked 
toge ther  on t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b a t t l e .  We hiked down t o  Redwood Creek from t h e  
Bald H i l l s  Road, i n t e r c e p t i n g  t h e  creek j u s t  upstream from t h e  end of t h e  
'!worm." Gordon Robinson, t h e  S i e r r a  Club's consul t ing  f o r e s t e r  was along,  a s  
wel l  a s  Steve Lau, another  l o c a l ,  who l i k e  John had a s s i s t e d  wi th  t h e  Washington, 
D.C . ,  lobbying. Linda B i l l i n g s ,  one of t he  c lub ' s  s en io r  l o b b y i s t s ,  was along.  
She had never seen Redwood Creek u n t i l  a f t e r  she  had succes s fu l ly  and s k i l l f u l l y  
coordinated t h e  lobbying e f f o r t .  

Our group clambered down Redwood Creek t h e  l eng th  of t he  worm and v i s i t e d  
a  number of t he  t r i b u t a r y  canyons. W e  camped i n  t h e  a r ea  t h a t  had been 
devas ta ted  by l a n d s l i d e  ma te r i a l  caused by e ros ion  t r i gge red  by logging.  W e  



a l s o  v i s i t e d  p a r t s  of t h e  untouched e i g h t  t o  n i n e  thousand a c r e s  t h a t  were 
p a r t  of t h e  48,000-acre a d d i t i o n .  Then i s  when John r e a l l y  l i t  up, e s p e c i a l l y  
a s  we explored Harry Weir Creek, which John and h i s  f r i e n d s  had renamed Emerald 
Creek, and which had i n s p i r e d  t h e  format ion o f  t h e  Emerald Creek Committee. 

John had come from n o r t h e r n  New J e r s e y  t o  f a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  t h e  redwood 
f o r e s t .  The h o l d  i t  h a s  on him h a s  reshaped and given d i r e c t i o n  t o  h i s  l i f e .  
It made him a p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t .  It gave him a chance t o  come i n  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p rocess  by which we make laws t o  p r o t e c t  t h i n g s  
l i k e  a  Redwood Nat iona l  Park.  A f t e r  t h e  Redwood Nat iona l  Park expansion e f f o r t ,  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club h i r e d  John Amodio t o  b e  a  wi lde rness  o r g a n i z e r  i n  n o r t h e r n  
C a l i f o r n i a .  He now works a s  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  and l o b b y i s t  f o r  t h e  Tuolumne 
River  P r e s e r v a t i o n  T r u s t .  John h a s  t aken  m e  down t h e  Tuolumne, and I saw t h e r e  
i n  John t h e  same l o v e  and r e s p e c t  f o r  w i l d  n a t u r e  t h a t  h e  d i sp layed  i n  Redwood 
Creek. 

John ' s  mot iva t ion  comes from a very s t r o n g  l o v e  o f ,  and c a r i n g  f o r ,  t h e  
l a n d .  It i s  fun  t o  b e  w i t h  him i n  t h e s e  b a t t l e s ,  because  h e  never  l o s e s  s i g h t  
of how important  i t  i s  t o  keep i n  c l o s e  touch wi th  what i t  i s  you a r e  f i g h t i n g  
t o  p r o t e c t .  You c e l e b r a t e  w i t h  him t h e  beauty  you f i g h t  t o  p r o t e c t .  John 
communicates t h i s  p o s i t i v e  mot iva t ion  t o  b o t h  h i s  a l l i e s  and h i s  a d v e r s a r i e s .  
A s  a  r e s u l t ,  h e  is very  e f f e c t i v e  i n  e n l i s t i n g  suppor t  from anyone i n c l i n e d  t o  
be  an a l l y .  He a l s o  sometimes disarms h i s  adversa r . i e s ,  who end up admiring 
him, even though they may be locked i n  b a t t l e  w i t h  him. John played a  v a l u a b l e  
r o l e  dur ing  t h e  Redwood Park expansion campaign as a  b r i d g e  t o  some of  t h e  
l o c a l  l a b o r  l e a d e r s h i p .  Ul t imate ly ,  h e  helped them s e e  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  of t h e  
a t t empt  by Congressman Burton t o  f a s h i o n  e f f e c t i v e  economic r e l i e f  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  
workers put  o u t  of a job by t h e  park expansion.  John a l s o  worked t o  show them 
how park  expansion could  u l t i m a t e l y  h e l p  d i v e r s i f y  an o v e r l y  timber-dependent 
economy. 

A s  i n  many conserva t ion  b a t t l e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was o u r  a d v e r s a r i e s  over-  
p lay ing  t h e i r  hand t h a t  he lped  e n s u r e  conserva t ion  v i c t o r y .  The North Coast 
economy was weak, i n  p a r t  because o v e r c u t t i n g  and mechanizat ion had robbed a  
timber-dependent economy o f  i t s  f u t u r e  and c u t  employment i n  t h e  m i l l s .  The 
companies were c y n i c a l l y  u s i n g  park p r e s e r v a t i o n  a s  a  scapegoat  f o r  a l l  economic 
i l l s  and p re tend ing  t o  be t h e  workers '  f r i e n d .  Ul t imate ly ,  t h e  a t t e m p t s  t h a t  
John and o t h e r s  made t o  expose t h e  t imber company's t r u e  motives and t o  
demonstra te ,  w i t h  Burton 's  h e l p  and a c t i v e  suppor t  from c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  more 
p r a c t i c a l  h e l p  t o  t h e  workers and communities than what t h e  t imber companies 
o f f e r e d  were v e r y  impor tan t  t o  ga in ing  t h e  v i c t o r y .  These e f f o r t s ,  i n  t h e  long 
run,  have been important  i n  changing t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  North Coast toward a n  
ou t look  much more f a v o r a b l e  toward p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  o u t s t a n d i n g  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

The Redwood Nat ional  Park expansion b a t t l e  could  n o t  have been won i f  l o c a l  
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  had n o t  been t h e r e  t o  play t h e  r o l e  they played.  They provided 
a c c u r a t e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a s  t o  what t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  was doing and say ing .  The v a l u e  
o f  t h i s  was never  more c l e a r  than when t h e  n a t i o n a l  groups l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  



angry l ogge r s ,  incensed a t  .P res iden t  C a r t e r ' s  suppor t  of  an  expanded park,  
carved a massive redwood l o g  i n  t h e  shape of  a peanut and hauled i t  ac ro s s  t h e  
country  t o  t h e  White House on  a f l a t b e d  t r uck .  Warned ahead of t i m e ,  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club organized p r e s s  even ts  a l l  a long  t h e  way. People who had never 
s een  a tree a s  l a r g e  a s  a redwood were offended by t h i s  almost s a c r i l e g i o u s  
abuse of a b e a u t i f u l  redwood t r e e .  

The Redwood Nat ional  Park expansion e f f o r t  was f i l l e d  w i th  many f a s c i n a t i n g  
s t o r i e s ,  and John ha s  t o l d  a few of them. One of t h e  most f a s c i n a t i n g  t h ings ,  
though, about conserva t ion  p o l i t i c s  i s  t h e  way i n  which even ts  can t rans form 
someone l i k e  John, a young, inexper ienced c o l l e g e  s t uden t  from New J e r s ey ,  i n t o  
an e f f e c t i v e  pub l i c  spokesman and advocate ,  c l o s e  adv i so r  t o  a powerful Congress- 
man, and e f f e c t i v e  champion of  conserva t ion  causes .  

The legacy  of John 's  work can be  found on t h e  ground i n  48,000 a c r e s  of 
t h e  expanded park.  P a r t  o f  t h e  park expansion a c t  was a unique t i t l e  which 
c a l l e d  f o r  a s p e c i a l  program t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  t h e  cutover  l ands  t h a t  were added 
t o  t h e  park a long  w i th  t h e  remnant of  magnif icent  o l d  growth. Th is  a r o s e  o u t  
of  a s tudy which John suggested t h e  S i e r r a  Club commission from some acquain- 
t ances  of h i s  who were p ioneer ing  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r e s t r y  p r a c t i c e s  on how t o  use 
l abo r - i n t ens ive  r e s t o r a t i o n  techniques  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  t h e  damaged watershed. 
Senator  Cranston w a s  impressed w i th  t h e  s t udy  and had t h e  Park Se rv i ce  en l a r ge  
on t h e  i n i t i a l  s tudy ,  and h e  wrote  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  e f f o r t  i n t o  t h e  Senate  
v e r s i o n  of t h e  b i l l .  A s  a r e s u l t  of  t h i s  e f f o r t  and w i th  t h e  h e a l i n g  passage 
of t i m e ,  Redwood Creek i s  recover ing .  The logg ing  road network i s  be ing  put  t o  
bed o r  converted t o  h i k i n g  t r a i l s .  Even on ou r  v i c t o r y  backpacking t r i p  down 
t h e  l eng th  of  t h e  "worm," one could a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  n a t u r a l  beauty.  The whine 
of t h e  cha in  s a w s  and heavy machinery and t h e  c rash  of f a l l i n g  g i a n t  t r e e s ,  
t h e r e  j u s t  a few months be fo r e ,  were s t i l l e d .  The beauty and peace of t h e  old- 
growth redwood f o r e s t  t h a t  c ap t i va t ed  John Amodio w i l l  be t h e r e  t o  c a p t i v a t e  
genera t ions  of o t h e r s  from New Je r s ey  and everywhere. 

Paul  Swatek 
Former Adminis t ra to r  
Conservation Department 
S i e r r a  Club 

February 26, 1984 
Lafaye t te ,  C a l i f o r n i a  



INTERVIEW HISTORY 

The name of John Amodio was suggested t o  t h e  Oral  His to ry  P r o j e c t  by 
S i e r r a  Club Executive Di rec tor  Michael McCloskey who knew of John ' s  work on 
t h e  Redwood Nat ional  Park.  

John grew up i n  t h e  East  wi th  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  o r  exper ience  i n  t h e  out-  
of-doors. This  o r a l  h i s t o r y  ch ron i c l e s  h i s  exposure t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  environ- 
ment and h i s  growing commitment t o  conserva t ion .  

As a s t uden t  i n  Eureka, Ca l i f o rn i a ,  i n  t h e  1970s,  John was involved i n  
l o c a l  e f f o r t s  t o  expand t h e  park,  bu t  he  a l s o  worked i n  Washington, D.C. ,  as 
a l o b b y i s t  t r y i n g  t o  i n f l uence  n a t i o n a l  po l i cy .  

The in te rv iew was conducted i n  two conv iv i a l  s e s s i o n s  on June 17  and 
November 11, 1982, a t  my apartment.  John reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  and 
made a  few changes--mostly t o  add in format ion .  The t ape s  a r e  depos i ted  i n  
The Bancroft  L ibra ry .  

Carol Ho l l eu f f e r  
~ n t e r v i e w e r j ~ d i t o r  
S i e r r a  Club His to ry  Committee 

November 2, 1983 
La faye t t e ,  C a l i f o r n i a  





I PERSONAL BACKGROUND 

[ In te rv iew 1: June 1 7 ,  19821 i/i/ 

F i r s t  Experience i n  t h e  West 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Th i s  is an i n t e r v i e w  with  John Amodio about  h i s  involvement wi th  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club and t h e  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  1970s f o r  t h e  expansion of 
Redwood Nat iona l  Park. Since  t h e  passage of t h e  second park  b i l l  
i n  1978, John has  worked f o r  a v a r i e t y  of c o n s e r v a t i o n  groups and 
managed a congress iona l  campaign. At p r e s e n t  h e  d i r e c t s  t h e  
Toulumne River P r e s e r v a t i o n  T r u s t  w i t h  headquar te r s  i n  SanFranc i sao .  
The i n t e r v i e w  i s  be ing  conducted on June 1 7 ,  1982, i n  L a f a y e t t e ,  
C a l i f o r n i a  a t  t h e  apar tment  of t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  Carol  H o l l e u f f e r .  

John, you grew up i n  a suburban e a s t e r n  environment wi th  
ve ry  l i t t l e  exper ience  i n  t h e  out-of-doors except  f o r  summer camp. 
What was i t  t h a t  r e a l l y  changed t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of your l i f e  and 
made you a f u l l - t i m e  conserva t ion  a c t i v i s t ?  

Amodio : It was my f i r s t  t r i p  West which occurred when I was twenty y e a r s  
o l d .  I had been a t t e n d i n g  school  i n  Washington, D.C. ,  and l i k e  
many of my compatr io ts  was involved i n  t h e  anti-Vietnam war 
s t r u g g l e  and l i k e  many of them had reached a p o i n t  of g r e a t  
f r u s t r a t i o n ,  i n  f a c t  d e s p a i r ,  t h a t  o u r  e f f o r t s  were going t o  have 
meaningful impact.  I decided wi th  a f r i e n d  t o ,  i n  essence ,  back 
away from what was a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i o l e n t  t ime i n  t h a t  e f f o r t .  
We decided t o  go and e x p l o r e  America. We decided we r e a l l y  needed 
t o  unders tand i t  b e t t e r  s i n c e  w e  were having such s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  
about what i t  was doing o v e r s e a s ,  and s o  w e  headed West. The 
g r e a t e s t  d i scovery  of t h a t  t r i p w a s  j u s t  t h e  v a s t  outdoors .  It 
s taggered  us .  We d i d  some backpacking--picking up our  gear  a t  
s u r p l u s  stores--and wandered around t h e  d e s e r t  i n  t h e  Tonto 
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  i n  Arizona and were immediately hooked. 

////This symbol i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t a p e  o r  a segment of a t a p e  has  
'begun o r  ended. For a guide t o  t h e  t a p e s  s e e  page 33. 



Hol leuf fe r :  What year  was t h a t ?  

Amodio : That would have been 1970, and we headed on  i n t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  of course ,  was t h e  end of t h e  rainbow f o r  any young 
person who grew up i n  New J e r s ey  and l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  Beach Boys 
and a l l  t h e  images of t h e  good l i f e  ou t  he re .  

Ac tua l ly ,  our  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  was extremely 
d e f l a t i n g .  We drove i n  overn igh t  from Las Vegas t o  t h e  megalopolis 
of Los Angeles. It j u s t  simply d i d n ' t  meet t h e  image t h a t  had 
been p ro j ec t ed .  It wasn ' t  u n t i l  we s t a r t e d  heading nor th  and 
go t  t o  Santa Barbara and a l l  a long  t h e  Big Sur coa s t  t h a t  w e  
r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  behind t h e  magic a u r a  t o  t h e  name of 
Ca l i f o rn i a .  

Hol leuf fe r :  So, your involvement wi th  conserva t ion  grew ou t  of a  s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  concern? 

Amodio : Well, I guess I s h i f t e d .  I w a s  concerned and a c t i v e  i n  t r y i n g  
t o  b r i n g  about what seemed t o  be  p o s i t i v e  changes. My r e a l l y  
f i r s t ,  i n i t i a l  p o l i t i c a l  involvement was w i th  t h e  "Clean f o r  
Gene" McCarthy campaign i n  1968. Af t e r  t h a t ,  i n  my mind I became 
kind of r a d i c a l i z e d  i n t o  moving more toward demonstra t ions  t han  
t h e  s tandard  p o l i t i c a l  p rocess ,  which a  l o t  o f  us  abandoned f o r  
some yea r s  because i t  d i d  no t  seem responsive.  

Student  a t  Humboldt S t a t e  

Hol leuf fe r :  How d i d  you go back i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  process  then--when you 
were i n  Eureka? 

Amodio : That ' s  when i t  d id ,  i n  f a c t ,  occur .  When I f i r s t  came t o  
C a l i f o r n i a  I l i v e d  i n  Santa  Cruz, and I r e a l l y  was a p o l i t i c a l  
and wanted t o  j u s t  d i scover  o t h e r  t h ings .  It w a s  when I decided 
I w a s  ready t o  resume c o l l e g e  and had decided t o  change from a 
p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  s t uden t  t o  a  n a t u r a l  resources  s t uden t  t h a t  I 
was drawn back i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p rocess .  And i t  took a t ime 
because,  I t h ink ,  l i k e  a  l o t  of  people  I c a r r i e d  a  high degree  
of a l i e n a t i o n  from t h e  p rocess  and w a s  extremely s k e p t i c a l  
as t o  whether i t  could be respons ive  t o  our  e f f o r t s .  And I ' d  
have t o  c r e d i t  a  few people  i n  Humboldt County who gave myself ,  
and o t h e r s  whom I knew, t h e  kind of i n s p i r a t i o n  by t h e i r  example 
t h a t  they were a c t i v e l y  working i t  ( t h e  p rocess )  and working i t  
with  some success .  

Ho l l eu f f e r :  Who were t h e s e  people?  Can you de sc r i be  what they  were doing 
t h a t  so  impressed you? 



Amodio : With p l e a s u r e .  They ' re  two of my h e r o e s .  There were o t h e r s  
t o o ,  b u t  t h e s e  were t h e  i n i t i a l  ones who k ind  of punctured 
t h a t  r e a l  deep s t a t e  of a l i e n a t i o n .  One was a p r o f e s s o r - - s t i l l  
is--at Humboldt S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D r .  Rudolph Becking. D r .  Beck- 
i n g  was a f o r e s t r y  p r o f e s s o r  u n t i l  h e  s t a r t e d  t o  cha l l enge  t h e  
conven t iona l  t h e o r i e s  of p roduc t ion  a t  any c o s t .  

A t  t h e  t ime I a r r i v e d  h e  w a s  t e a c h i n g  i n  a new School of 
Na tura l  Resources a t  Humboldt S t a t e .  I was f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  
b e  advised t o  t a k e  h i s  b a s i c  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  
and was r e a l l y  wowed by him--an e r u d i t e ,  ve ry  well-spoken and 
magnetic person.  He went beyond t h e  c lassroom i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  
t o  educate .  He had a campus o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  Humboldt 
Tomorrow, which was a v e h i c l e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  who ca red  t o  b e  
a c t i v e l y  involved i n  a number of l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  i s s u e s .  And 
one  of t h e s e  was a committee c a l l e d  t h e  Emerald Creek Committee 
t o  t r y  t o  p r o t e c t  a t  l e a s t  one s m a l l  watershed of redwoods. 

The o t h e r  person was a man whom D r .  Becking i n v i t e d  t o  b e  a 
g u e s t  speaker  i n  h i s  c l a s s .  A t  t h e  t ime h e  was a county super- 
v i s o r ,  Ray Pear th .  I j u s t  assumed t h a t  t h i s  guy, excuse  t h e  
language b u t  i t  was t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s ,  and I f i g u r e d  t h a t  
probably  anyone who was an e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  was a "pig" of some 
s o r t .  He came i n  and spoke from t h e  h e a r t ,  and h e  s p o k e s i n c e r e l y ,  
and h e  spoke cand id ly ,  and he  was a very  impress ive  man. I r e a l l y  
was p leased  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  such f o l k s  were i n  t h e r e  working t h e  
p rocess .  It made i t  seem worthwhile and p o s s i b l e .  

Formation of Emerald Creek Committee 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Then you s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  Emerald Creek Committee? 

Amodio : I n  f a c t ,  I s t a r t e d  w i t h  Humboldt Tomorrow o r g a n i z a t i o n .  It was 
Thanksgiving of 1972 when D r .  Becking planned a small t r i p  i n t o  
t h i s  s p e c i a l  watershed c a l l e d  Emerald Creek. The purpose  of t h e  
t r i p  was t o  t a k e  Howard King, who was t h e  Save-the-Redwoods- 
League premier  photographer ,  i n  s o  t h a t  he  could  t r y  and c a p t u r e  
some of t h e  beauty  and grandeur of t h i s  r e a l l y  rugged and remote 
watershed.  It was my f i r s t  r e a l  exposure t o  t h e  pr imeval  redwood 
f o r e s t ,  and f o r  t h o s e  of us who went i t  was a l i f e  exper ience  
t h a t  bound us  t o g e t h e r .  We decided a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  under D r .  
Becking's guidance we f e l t  some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  do something 
f o r  t h i s  place--so we organ ized  t h e  Emerald Creek Committee. 

Our i n i t i a l  purpose was very  s imply t o  j u s t  add t h i s  one 
watershed t o  Redwood Nat iona l  Park.  It was one of many t r i b u t a r i e s  
of Redwood Creek of which only  t h e  lower q u a r t e r  m i l e  was w i t h i n  



Amodio : t h e  o r i g i n a l  pa rk  boundary i n  what w a s  popu la r ly  c a l l e d  " the  
worm." It was a n  1800 a c r e  watershed.  It wasn ' t  ve ry  l a r g e ,  
b u t  t h e  b u l k  o f  i t  was s t i l l  o u t s i d e  t h e  pa rk ,  and i t  was owned 
and a c t i v e l y  be ing  c u t  upon by Arca ta  Redwood Company. There 
was no th ing  w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  pa rk  t h a t  
approached t h e  wi lde rness  q u a l i t i e s  of t h i s  p lace .  We thought  
t h e  pa rk  was a p o l i t i c a l  compromise b u t  t h a t  i t  should a t  l e a s t  
have one complete watershed--the i n t e g r i t y  of i t--so people  could  
have t h e  t o t a l  exper ience  of s t a r t i n g  o f f  a t  t h e  r i d g e ,  going 
through t h e  n a t u r a l  g r a s s  p r a i r i e s ,  and make t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  v a r i o u s  f o r e s t  t y p e s  t h a t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  redwoods. 
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D e f i c i e n c i e s  of t h e  Park Act 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Maybe you could b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e  what e x a c t l y  was wrong w i t h  
t h a t  f i r s t  Redwoods b i l l .  Our l i s t e n e r s  won't  know, perhaps ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a  Redwoods b i l l  t h a t  was passed by P r e s i d e n t  
Johnson i n  1968. It had some d e f i c i e n c i e s .  

Arnodio : Oh, d e f i c i e n c i e s  i s  being kind.  It was a  c l a s s i c  example of 
p o l i t i c a l  gerrymandering. By t h a t ,  I mean t h a t  i t  was a  f i e r c e  
b a t t l e  on which c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  w i t h  s t r o n g  p u b l i c  suppor t  
were making t h e  c a s e  t h a t  we, as a  n a t i o n ,  had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  p r o t e c t  and pass  on some of t h i s  unique h e r i t a g e .  And t h e  
t imber  i n d u s t r y  w a s  clamoring up on both  l e g s  and shou t ing  and 
c la iming t h a t  any ac reage  s e t  a s i d e  would cause  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of 
t h e  e n t i r e  n o r t h  c o a s t  i n d u s t r y .  And, as s o  o f t e n  is t h e  c a s e ,  
t h e  wisdom of Congress w a s  t o  p lay  Solomon and, i n  essence ,  c u t  
t h e  baby i n  h a l f .  

While t h e r e  were some d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  conserva t ion  
community a s  t o  which l o c a t i o n  w a s  p r e f e r a b l e  f o r  t h e  pa rk ,  
every conserva t ion  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t r e s s e d  t h e  a b s o l u t e  need t o  
r e s p e c t  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  i n t e g r i t y  of watersheds .  Congress, i n  
i t s  v e r s i o n  of wisdom, decided o therwise  and c r e a t e d  a p a r k  
t h a t  went up from r i d g e  t o  r i d g e  f o r  a  ve ry  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  i n  
Redwood Creek and t h e n  narrowed down quickly--the boundary c u t  
down r i g h t  t o  t h e  creek--and i t  continued be ing  on ly  one-quar ter  
of a mi le  wide f o r  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  twelve m i l e s  up Redwood Creek. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Excuse me, s o  t h a t  t imber  could  b e  c u t  t o  w i t h i n  a  q u a r t e r  of a 
m i l e  of t h e  e n t i r e  creek? 

Amodio : Well, a c t u a l l y  because i t  w a s  a q u a r t e r  of a mi le  t o t a l  i t  w a s  
o n l y  a n  e i g h t h  of a m i l e  on each s i d e .  So, what you had--i t  
d i d  look  l i k e  a worm--was a p a t h e t i c  l i n e  t h a t  j u s t  wiggled i t s  
way up Redwood Creek wi th  t h e  v a s t  p a r t  of t h e  s l o p e s  i n  c o r p o r a t e  
t imber  ownership. And t h e y  were n o t  shy about  immediately plung- 
i n g  i n  and c l e a r c u t t i n g .  



Amodio : The consequences of t h e  c l e a r c u t t i n g  were p r e d i c t e d  and v i s u a l l y  
were guaranteed t o  b e  a d i s a s t e r .  The a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  impacts 
could  b e  argued u n t i l  t h e y  were demonstrated on t h e  ground, b u t  
i t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  long  f o r  t h o s e  impacts t o  b e  expressed- -par t i a l ly  
because  t h e  l andscape  is  s o  s t e e p  and g e o l o g i c a l l y  u n s t a b l e .  
It 's n o t  o f t e n  recognized t h a t  t h a t  p a r t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  is 
l i t e r a l l y  one of t h e  most g e o l o g i c a l l y  u n s t a b l e  landforms i n  t h e  
world.  

Secondly, though, compounding t h a t  was t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  
was u s i n g  methods t h a t  by one of t h e  e a r l y  s t u d i e s  were d e s c r i b e d  
a s  " the  most d e s t r u c t i v e  combination of methods h e r e t o f o r e  employed 
o r  envis ioned. ' '  They were c l e a r c u t t i n g  i t ,  and they  were a l s o  
u s i n g  l a r g e  t r a c t o r s  t o  h a u l  t h e  l o g s  down t o  t h e  roads  where t h e y  
were t o  b e  hauled away. What t h i s  d i d  was t o  denude t h e  s l o p e s  
of a l l  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  exposing i t  f u l l y  t o  what i s  very  h i g h  
r a i n f a l l ,  o v e r  100 inches  p e r  year .  They were t h e n  a l s o  c a r v i n g  
channels  a s  they  dragged t h e  l o g s  downslope t o  t h e  one l o a d i n g  
zone. 

So, they  were c o n c e n t r a t i n g  a l l  t h e  runof f  i n t o  t h e s e  
channels  t h a t  t h e  l o g s  c r e a t e d  and down t o  one spot- - the  h i g h  
amount of r a i n f a l l  was a l s o  concen t ra ted  and very  r a p i d l y  gouged 
j u s t  huge gashes i n  t h e  s l o p e .  That volume of s o i l  was moved 
downslope, by g r a v i t y  and r a i n ,  downstream i n t o  t h e  park.  

The o t h e r  major t h i n g  t h a t  was o c c u r r i n g  was t h a t  once t h e  
s o i l  e n t e r e d  t h e  pa rk ,  once i t  e n t e r e d  any s t ream,  i t  would 
n a t u r a l l y  j u s t  f i l l  up t h e  streambed. So what occur red  was t h a t  
now, w i t h  a  h i g h e r  streambed, t h e  s t ream i t s e l f  reached h i g h e r  
on t h e  s i d e s l o p e s .  And t h e  s i d e s l o p e s  were ve ry  s t e e p  and u n s t a b l e ,  
and they  [ s t reams]  would c u t  i n t o  t h e  s i d e s l o p e s  and t h i s  would 
t r i g g e r  l a n d s l i d e s  because  you would e s s e n t i a l l y  have an  overhang 
where t h e  t o e  of t h e  s l o p e  was eroded away and t h e n  t h e  s l o p e  
above i t  d i d n ' t  have any th ing  t o  suppor t  i t ,  and i t  j u s t  s l i d  
r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  creek.  And t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  became t h e  major s o u r c e  
of new m a t e r i a l  i n  Redwood Creek. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  The park  was d e f i n i t e l y  t h r e a t e n e d ?  

Amodio : The park  was be ing  damaged. It took  them a  l o t  of y e a r s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  j u s t  because  of t h e  slowness and t h e  n a t u r e  of 
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  process--the proving beyond a  doubt .  And, of 
course ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  played i t  t o  t h e  h i l t ,  r a i s i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a s  
to--how can you b e  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  cause?  But, e v e n t u a l l y  
t h e s e  t h i n g s  were proven t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  o u r  s c i e n c e  is  
c a p a b l e  of proving them. 



Amodio : Although, common sense ,  a person who l i v e s  on t h e  land--I t h i n k  
a farmer ,  a f o r e s t e r  who's s t u d i e d  t h e s e  n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  I 
know a n  I n d i a n  who l i v e d  w i t h  t h e  land--would f o r e s e e  such 
consequences. We i n i t i a l l y  spoke from t h e  common s e n s e  perspec- 
t i v e ,  and we had t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  r e s e a r c h  caught  up and 
s u b s t a n t i a t e d  what o u r  p r e d i c t i o n s  were. 

E f f o r t  t o  Expand t h e  Park 

Hol leuf fe r :  The r e a l  e f f o r t  t h e n  t o  expand t h e  pa rk  s o  t h a t  it could  i n c l u d e  
a watershed began a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  i n  Humboldt County and t h e n  
spread  throughout'  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, and t h e n  throughout t h e  
coun t ry  and came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  people?  

Amodio : Yes, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  very  t r u e .  It was t h e  S i e r r a  Club, a long  
w i t h  some o t h e r  conserva t ion  groups,  t h a t  spearheaded t h e  
es tab l i shment  of Redwood Nat iona l  Park.  It was a  t ime of g r e a t  
expansion f o r  t h e  conserva t ion  movement, both  i n  terms o f  p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  and a l s o  i n  terms o f  t h e  i s s u e s  i t  was t a k i n g  on. So, 
a f t e r  expansion,  i t  [Redwood Park]  g o t  absorbed w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  
a r r a y  o f  c r i s e s  t h a t  e x i s t e d .  So, t h e  Redwood Park and, t h e  
consequences o f  t h a t  i l l - d e f i n e d  boundary r e a l l y  f e l l  on l o c a l  
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s .  Severa l  who were i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of t h e  pa rk ,  L u c i l l e  Vineyard and Dave Van de  Mark, two 
l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Redwood Chapter of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, s t a y e d  a c t i v e  
i n  t h i s  l a t e r  p e r i o d ,  and they  were jo ined  by t h i s  whole new 
c a s t  o f  charac te r s - -p r imar i ly  s t u d e n t s  who were i n s p i r e d  and l e d  
by D r .  Becking. 

Although, i t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  t o o  l o n g  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
develop i n t o  t h e i r  own o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and,  i n  f a c t ,  we had our  
d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I say  t h i s  because  f o r  a 
long  t ime t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y  t r i e d  t o  d i smiss  us  as having been 
programmed by D r .  Becking, whereas,  i n  f a c t ,  D r .  Becking very  
much encouraged people  t o  t h i n k  t h i n g s  through on t h e i r  own. 
And we d i d  and sometimes came t o  d i f f e r e n t  conc lus ions .  I n  
f a c t ,  t h e  Emerald Creek Committee i n  t ime removed i t s e l f  from 
t h e  campus and became a community o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  which D r .  Beck- 
i n g  was always a  r e s p e c t e d  a d v i s o r  b u t  n o t  always a r e a l l y  
involved and a c t i v e  person because h e  was t a k i n g  some s a b b a t i c a l  
t ime.  

[ t h e r e  i s  a  gap on t h e  t a p e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  f o r  a t e a  break--mike 
tu rned  o f f  b u t  t a p e  r e c o r d e r  s t i l l  running.]  



Amodio : When we decided t o  fo rmal ize  t h e  Emerald Creek Committee, our  
i n i t i a l  p l an  w a s  t o  pu t  t oge the r  a brochure  a s  a means of  
informing and educa t ing  t h e  pub l i c .  W e  were thoroughly convinced 
t h a t  i f  t h e  p u b l i c  became aware of what w a s  o ccu r r i ng  i n  Redwood 
Creek, t h a t  a r e sou rce  t h a t  was s o  venera ted  and had been such 
a major n a t i o n a l  campaign, w a s  be ing  s o  th rea tened  and damaged, 
t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  would r a l l y  around it. 

So we went through t h e  process  of  educa t ing  ou r se lve s  more 
thoroughly and g e t t i n g  t h a t  in format ion  pieced o u t ,  and i t  w a s  
f a c t u a l ,  a l though i t  has  some flowery r h e t o r i c  t o  i t ,  because 
t h a t  w a s  our  own source  of mot iva t ion  as t o  what w e  thought  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  g i f t  of t h e  redwoods was--how it  d id  humble people  and 
i n s t i l l  a sense  of reverence  and knock you o u t  wi th  more than  
t h e i r  s ize-- in  f a c t ,  t h e  de l i c acy  and t h e  beauty of t h e  whole 
ecosys tem. 

We ( C h r i s t i e  F a i r c h i l d ,  Dave DeShon, B i l l  Rads trom, Dan 
Sealey)  produced t h a t  and then  d i s t r i b u t e d  it. We g o t  some n i c e  
responses  because people  d i d  c a r e  about  t h e  redwoods and we were 
j u s t  e c s t a t i c  when w e  l e a rned  t h a t  Represen ta t ive  Jerome Waldie 
from C a l i f o r n i a  i n t roduc t ed  a b i l l  t o  add Emerald Creek t o  Redwood 
Nat iona l  Park. We almost  s t a r t e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e .  W e  thought  t h i s  
was it--my gosh, i f  one congressman had s een  t h e  need f o r  t h i s  
then  he ,  of course ,  would be  a b l e  t o  convince t h e  o t h e r s  because 
w e  were r i g h t .  This  w a s  organized r i g h t  a f t e r  Thanksgiving of 
' 72  and t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  '73 .  W e  w e r e  r e a l  p leased  
w i th  ou r se lve s  ! [ l augh t e r ]  

A t  t h e  same t ime,  w e  had come t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  t imber  
i ndus t ry  and s e v e r a l  of us--Dr. Becking and myself rece ived  a 
c e r t i f i e d  l e t t e r  t h r e a t e n i n g  us w i th  f u l l  l e g a l  a c t i o n  i f  they  
eve r  caught  us t r e spa s s ing .  They d i d  t h i s  because w e  were having 
r e g u l a r  pub l i c  meetings a t  t h a t  t i m e  and de sc r i b ing  i n  d e t a i l  
t h e  wonders of t h i s  l and  t h a t  j u s t  l a i d  a c ro s s  t h i s  i n v i s i b l e  
l i t t l e  l i n e  t h a t  seemed t o  b e  thesame f o r e s t  a s  w a s  i n  t h e  park.  
So they knew t h a t  we had some d i r e c t  knowledge of t h e  p l ace ,  and 
they s t a r t e d  t h e i r  harassment campaign. 

Work i n  Washington, D.C. 

Amodio : I n  any even t ,  t h a t  summer, be ing  from t h e  Eas t ,  I had t h e  
oppor tun i ty  t o  go back t h e r e  and v i s i t  my fami ly  and a l s o  I had 
some work o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  summer t h e r e  t o  h e l p  pay f o r  my 
educa t ion ,  and whi le  back t h e r e  I took s e v e r a l  weeks t o  go down 
t o  Washington, D.C., t o  lobby f o r  our  b i l l .  Represen ta t ive  



Amodio : Waldie 's  s t a f f  was exceedingly  coopera t ive  and s u p p o r t i v e ,  and 
they  l e t  me use  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  b u t  they c o u l d n ' t  really--and 
they  were honest--give much hope t h a t  t h a t  b i l l  was going t o  go 
anywhere. [ t a p e  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

A t  t h e  t ime,  Represen ta t ive  Roy Taylor  from North Caro l ina  
was chairman of t h e  Na t iona l  Park Subcommittee. I v i s i t e d  w i t h  
h i s  s t a f f  and l e a r n e d  t h a t  Represen ta t ive  Taylor  was j u s t  n o t  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  ho ld ing  h e a r i n g s  o r  t a k i n g  t h i s  b i l l  ve ry  s e r i o u s l y .  
Apparent ly ,  he  was g e t t i n g  very  s t r o n g  messages from Congressman 
Don Clausen,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  North Coast ,  t h a t  t h i s  
was n o t  t h e  type  o f  b i l l  h e  wanted t o  even p u b l i c l y  d i s c u s s .  So 
we l e a r n e d  very  p a i n f u l l y  t h a t  Represen ta t ive  Waldie was i n  essence  
g i v i n g  us  bo th  o u r  f i r s t  p u b l i c  exposure and making a p e r s o n a l  
s t a tement  t h a t  t h i s  was something t h a t  was r i g h t  and needed. 
He a l s o  knew, though, t h a t  t h e r e  was no r e a l  p o l i t i c a l  p rospec t  
i n  moving t h e  b i l l  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

That was a j o l t ,  t h a t  was a j o l t  t o  o u r  whole committee and 
k i n d  o f  a c t u a l l y  s c a t t e r e d  us f o r  a good p e r i o d  a f t e r  t h a t .  Some 
of us who were involved i n  t h e  format ion were p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i scour -  
aged. 

Logging i n  Emerald Creek 

Amodio : One t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  brought  t h a t  back was when I r e t u r n e d  t o  
Humboldt County. Dan Sea ley ,  who was extremely a c t i v e  and one 
of t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  e a r l y  Emerald Creek Committee, and I h iked  
i n t o  Emerald Creek t o  do kind of a t o t a l  recon and we went t o  a 
p l a c e  t h a t  none o f  us  had v i s i t e d  except  f o r  D r .  Becking--Devil's 
Creek, which was three-and-a-half m i l e s  upstream from t h e  park 
boundary. We were astounded by t h e  ruggedness of t h a t  p l a c e ,  
b u t  we t h e n  went t o  Emerald Creek, which we knew, and h iked  up 
t h e  c reek  and came n o t  j u s t  t o  h e a r  t h e  s i c k e n i n g  sounds of b i g  
machines and c h a i n  saws and t h e  e a r t h  a c t u a l l y  shake when a t r e e  
f e l l .  We went up a f t e r  t h e  l o g g e r s  had l e f t  t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  
evening.  We went up and saw t h a t  r e a l l y  r i g h t  i n  t h e  hear t - - they 
had p e n e t r a t e d  through t h e  h e a r t  of Emerald Creek. They had j u s t  
b l i t z e d  i n  t h a t  summer. They knew e x a c t l y  what they  were doing.  
They were going t o  t r y  and defuse  our  argument t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  
l a s t  v i r g i n  watershed.  

[ I n t e r v i e w  2 : November 11, 1982 J ilil 
H o l l e u f f e r :  We f i n i s h e d  up t h e  f i r s t  s i d e  of t h e  t a p e  t a l k i n g  about your 

going back t o  Emerald Creek and s e e i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  logg ing  
t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  companies had done w h i l e  t h e  park b i l l  was be ing  
considered.  They j u s t  went down and b l i t z e d ,  a s  you s a i d ,  t h e  



Holleuffer :  creek a rea .  Maybe you could t e l l  us something now of t h e  publ ic  
r eac t ion  up i n  Eureka and a l s o  t h e  r eac t ion  of t h e  t imber 
companies t o  what you were doing with t h e  Emerald Creek Committee. 

Amodio : Okay',. a t  t h a t  time a c t u a l l y  when we f i r s t  re turned t o  Emerald 
Creek and became aware of how deeply they had penetrated i n t o  
t h a t  sanctuary of o ld  growth redwoods, it r e a l l y  d i s p i r i t e d  t h e  
group and i t  put us i n  a l u l l .  We had kind of confronted our 
f a l s e  hope t h a t  t he  b i l l  introduced by Representat ive Waldie 
was going t o  r e s u l t  i n  a quick and a successfu l  response t o  
t he  tragedy t h a t  was occurr ing,  and we a l s o  then confronted 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  timber companies were proceeding more than 
on pace, probably acce l e ra t ing  t h e i r  own plans t o  cu t  t h e  a rea .  
I n  f a c t ,  we were thoroughly convinced, and I have remained 
conliinced to  t h i s  day, t h a t  they were making a s t r a t e g i c  move 
t o  devalue t h e  p lace ,  destroy the  unique aspec ts  t h a t  we were 
poin t ing  out .  So f o r  a per iod of about almost a yea r ,  our group 
went i n t o  a s t a t e  of e s s e n t i a l l y  nonproduction. Some of us  
dropped out .  I myself a c t u a l l y  d id  f o r  t h a t  school year  and d id  
n o t  r e a l l y  s e e  hope i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  we were making, and some o the r  
people came i n  and kept t h e  organiza t ion  and e f f o r t  a l i v e .  

So during t h a t  per iod,  we were no t  r e a l l y  making any news 
i n  t h e  Humboldt a rea .  We were probably not much of a v i s i b l e  
fo rce  r i g h t  then. Shut i t  of f  a second. I want t o  th ink .  
[ tape  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  



I11 LOCAL ACTIVITIES TO ENLARGE THE PARK 

David Brower and Fr iends  of t h e  E a r t h  

Amodio : It was e s s e n t i a l l y  August of '73 when we went back i n  and wi tnessed  
t h i s  r e a l l y  f u l l - o n  a s s a u l t  of Emerald Creek. I n  t h e  fo l lowing  
y e a r  of t h e  summer of '74, a group of us  (Steve Lau, S teve  Brewer, 
Randy Stemler  and o t h e r s )  who were s t a r t i n g  t o  f e e l  t h a t  we had 
t o  a g a i n  t a k e  on t h e  i s s u e  and r e o r g a n i z e  and t r y  t o  make i t  a 
more prominent one were o rgan iz ing  a l o c a l  c h a p t e r  of F r iends  
of t h e  Ear th .  A s  maybe I mentioned b e f o r e ,  t h e  S i e r r a  Club w a s  
long  e s t a b l i s h e d  up t h e r e .  They were recognized l e a d e r s  on t h e  
whole f r o n t  of environmental  i s s u e s  and perhaps  i t  was because  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  and probably  f o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  
we thought  t h a t  we could  j u s t  b e  a s t r o n g e r ,  maybe more r a d i c a l  
f o r c e  as p a r t  of t h i s  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  s t a r t i n g  a new c h a p t e r .  
The C a l i f o r n i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  Fr iends  of t h e  E a r t h ,  Connie 
P a r r i s h ,  came up, and t h a t  k i n d  of charged us  t o  g e t  some 
a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

But s t i l l  t h e r e  was no th ing  r e a l l y  happening and i t  cont inued 
t h a t  way, and t h e n  t h a t  fo l lowing  January,  David Brower came t o  
Humboldt County. W e  were r e a l l y  t h r i l l e d .  David Brower is 
c e r t a i n l y  a h e r o  f o r  many of us ,  and we go t  t o  e s c o r t  him around, 
s e v e r a l  of us ,  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I was one of t h e  co-coordinators  
f o r  t h e  S i x  Rivers  branch of Fr iends  of t h e  Ear th .  One of o u r  
main concerns was t h e  redwoods and we had a s p e c i a l  meeting on 
t h a t .  Dave very  g r a c i o u s l y  o f f e r e d  t o  do something s p e c i a l  i n  
Not Man Apart  t o  f e a t u r e  t h e  p l i g h t  of t h e  redwoods. That ,  of 
course ,  supercharged us ,  and w e  t h e n  went i n t o  a t i z z y  o v e r  
producing t h i s  major a r t i c l e  f o r  Not Man Apar t ,  which we 
cons idered  a very major b r e a k  i n  o u r  e f f o r t .  

Then we d i d  do t h a t  and we gave them probably enough copy 
t o  f i l l  a book i f  i t  were good copy, and Dave and Tom Turner  d i d  
some s u p e r l a t i v e  e d i t i n g  and r e w r i t i n g  and came o u t  w i t h  a s p e c i a l  
i n s e r t  i n  Not Man A p a r t ,  which c e r t a i n l y  s t a r t e d  t o  raise t h e  
i s s u e  a g a i n .  



North Coast  Environmental Center  

Amodio : About t h a t  same t ime,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  North Coast  Environmental  
Center w a s  r e s i g n i n g  f o r  p e r s o n a l  r easons ,  p a r t i a l l y  because  h e  
had been e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Arca ta  C i t y  Council  and found t h a t  h e  
j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  ho ld  b o t h  p o s i t i o n s  and do j u s t i c e  t o  them as h e  
wished. So t h a t  p o s i t i o n  became a v a i l a b l e  and I a p p l i e d .  We 
were v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  because  t h e r e  were two of  us  who i t  came 
down t o  a d e c i s i o n  between, and a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  were 
making t h a t  d e c i s i o n ,  w e  had a s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
county government f o r  two Ceta  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  North Coast  
Environmental Center .  So w e  g o t  two p o s i t i o n s  funded and s o  
they were a b l e  t o  h i r e  b o t h  o f  u s ,  and I became t h e  (quote)  
I I e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r "  f o r  t h e  North Coast Environmental Center  
and Tim McKay became t h e  i n t e r n a l  c o o r d i n a t o r .  So from t h a t  
p o i n t  on,  w e  had two of  us who were r e a l l y ,  from an environmental  
( p a r t i c u l a r l y  r u r a l ,  behind t h e  redwood c u r t a i n )  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  
were w e l l  funded t o  pursue our  p a r t i c u l a r  pass ions  on a f u l l - t i m e  
b a s i s .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  I n  p a r t  you were funded t h e n  by t h e  s t a t e  government--not t h e  
s tate government, b u t  t h e  l o c a l  government. 

Amodio : The f e d e r a l  government. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  Humboldt County w a s  
channe l l ing  t h e  money through t o  u s ,  and t h e  Environmental Center  
had gained a r e p u t a t i o n  bo th  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e c y c l i n g  c e n t e r ,  
which w a s  f l e d g l i n g  b u t  w e l l  suppor ted ,  and a l s o  f o r  h o l d i n g  a 
s e r i e s  o f  p u b l i c  symposiums over  a p roposa l  t o  b u i l d  a new major 
dam on t h e  Mad River.  Those symposiums were recognized as b e i n g  
both  f a i r  and thorough and hav ing  probably  made t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Humboldt County r e j e c t i n g  overwhelmingly t h a t  
new dam proposa l .  I n  f a c t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  ep i sode  w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  
i n  Grass roo t s  Primer,  a S i e r r a  Club book, as a n  example of t h e  
a b i l i t y  of l o c a l  g r a s s r o o t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  defend environmental  
va lues .  So i t  w a s  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  recognized.  

P u b l i c  Response 

H o l l e u f f e r :  I n  terms o f  t h e  l o c a l  r esponse ,  i t  seems from what you have 
s a i d  t h a t  i t  w a s  q u i t e  v a r i e d .  I have heard  from people  who 
were up t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  i t  w a s  worth your  l i f e  t o  have a 
S i e r r a  Club bumper s t i c k e r  and t h a t  t h e r e  were ve ry  p a s s i o n a t e  
f e e l i n g s  a g a i n s t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club and what was happening up t h e r e  
on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  l o c a l  popu la t ion ,  which is a n  economically 
depressed a r e a .  



Amodio : Absolutely.  

Holleuffer :  What was your f e e l i n g  about what was going on and how d id  t h e  
pub l i c  respond t o  you persona l ly?  

Amodio : Well, t h a t  va r i ed ,  too,  because f o r  a  whi le  we were not  s o  
prominent and l e s s  recognized and l e s s  perhaps perceived a s  a  
t h r e a t ,  and those  w e r e  t imes i n  which t h e r e  was more dialogue 
and communication than  was genera l ly  t h e  s t a t e .  W e  were s t i l l  
i n  a  minori ty  and s t i l l  no t  w e l l  received i n  some q u a r t e r s ,  
bu t  t h e r e  came a  po in t  i n  which i t  became j u s t  v i c ious ly  ugly 
and t h e r e  were d e f i n i t e l y  phys ica l  t h r e a t s  l a i d  on a  number of 
us .  

Holleuf f  e r  : By whom? 

Amodio : Oh, by ind iv idua l s  w i th in  t h e  logging indus t ry ,  by a  l o t  of 
people who had been s o l d  a  b i l l  of goods t h a t  w e  simply d i d n ' t  
c a r e  about t h e  l o c a l  a r e a  and were dupes no t  only of t h e  S i e r r a  
Club b u t  probably of Moscow. There r e a l l y  was t h a t  very s i m p l i s t i c  
percept ion  t h a t  we were ou t  t o  des t roy  t h e  p lace .  It was fo s t e r ed  
by some p r e t t y  powerful i n t e r e s t s .  That i s  p a r t  of t h e  problem 
i n  a  r u r a l  a r e a  such a s  up north where t h e  media i s  r e a l l y  t h e  
cap t ive  of t h e  l o c a l  major indus t ry ,  and i t  i s  no t  a  l o c a l  
indus t ry .  It i s  r e a l l y  a  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i ndus t ry ,  
which is what i t  was he re ,  t h e  t imber i ndus t ry ,  and they j u s t  
pour i n  a  l o t  of money i n t o  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  facade of what r e a l i t y  
is .  I mean i t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  b i g  l i e  technique and i t  works. 
So we couldn ' t  chal lenge i t  i n  t h e  media. 

Burton's Subcommittee Hearing, Apr i l ,  1977 

Hol leuf fe r :  There was an i nc iden t  when P h i l l i p  Burton's subcommittee came 
t o  Eureka i n  Apr i l  of 1977 t o  have a  publ ic  hear ing  on t h e  new 
park b i l l .  Apparently, men with axes,  men from t h e  t imber 
companies were i n  t h e  h a l l ,  and t h e r e  was a  p o l i c e  e s c o r t  f o r  
t h e  congressional  people because-- 

Amodio: It was f o r  more than  t h e  congressional  people. There were 
s e v e r a l  l o c a l  e l ec t ed  o f f i c i a l s  who t e s t i f i e d  on behalf  of t h e  
park. There were some of us who a s  c i t i z e n s  t e s t i f i e d  on behalf  
of t h e  park. It was perhaps t h e  most graphic  and most extreme 
i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h e  type  of f e a r  t h a t  t u rns  t o  anger and ha t r ed  
t h a t  w e  experienced i n  t h a t  whole. process ,  and i t  stunned me 
because I knew i t  was bu i ld ing  with a  l o t  of emotions and they 
were r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  whip t h e  community i n t o  a  f renzy.  But I 



Amodio : had d e a l t  wi th  the  community long enough t o  expect otherwise. 
I d id  not  u n t i l  t h a t  day r e a l i z e  t h a t  they had succeeded i n  turn ing  
i t  i n t o  almost mob lynch h y s t e r i a ,  and it  simply was t h a t .  I 
remember walking i n t o  t h e  h a l l  and the re  was a  group of some l o c a l  
loggersstandingaround ta lk ing ,  a l l  of whom I knew, and I walked up 
and I sa id ,  "Oh, hey, how a r e  you doing?" I s t a r t e d  t o  t a l k  wi th  
them, and it  was j u s t  more than i c y  cold. One of them who worked 
f o r  t he  Arcata Redwood Company j u s t  s a i d ,  "The only th ing  I hope 
is t h a t  before t h i s  is  over you g e t  yours . I1  "Oh, okay." I went 
up t o  t h e  f ron t  and i t  was an overwhelmingly anti-park crowd. 
They had been driven,  not  only by the  l o c a l  media and no t  only by 
l o c a l  e l ec t ed  o f f i c i a l s ,  bu t  by the  unions very much and by the  
companies. 

There was a  small cadre of pro-park people on hand,.and we 
were kind of c lus tered  up f ront ,  and one of the  most v iv id  
memories t h a t  I have i s  t h a t  t h i s  person--I mean i t  j u s t  could 
have come out  of a  B-grade gangster movie l i t e r a l l y  i n  terms of 
h i s  whole image, t he  way he was dressed,  t he  way he conducted 
himself .  He led  t h i s  group of very l a r g e  and [ snor t s ]  and 
obviously angry and husky men up t o  the  f r o n t  and pointed us ou t ,  
pointed out t h i s  cadre,  t h i s  small  group of environmental is ts  
and whispered i n  t h e i r  ear. From t h a t  moment on f o r  t he  r e s t  of 
t h e  hearing,  they would--whatever opportunity they had t o  catch 
our eye, they would do i t  and j u s t  no t  only make very ugly faces  
but  y e l l  obsceni t ies  and vicious comments and t h r e a t s  r i g h t  a t  
us.  I could recognize 'it. It was an over t  e f f o r t  t o  in t imida te  
us and even though my r a t i o n a l  mind understood t h a t ,  it was 
p r e t t y  successfu l  because i t  was damn scary ,  very scary! 

F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e r e  was t h e  mayor of Eureka, Sam Sacco--he 
was described i n  a  Smithsonian Magazine a r t i c l e  a s  t h i s  d i r i g i b l e  
set loose from h i s  mooring because he i s  a very l a r g e  person. 
He got up t h e r e  i n  f ron t  of the  crowd with a  b u l l h o m  and was 
l i k e  a  cheer l eade r  j u s t  dr iv ing  them on t o  get angry and be 
voca landbe  nas ty ,  and he was successfu l .  

Burton came i n t o  a  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  never would have been 
t o l e r a t e d ,  never would have been to l e ra t ed  by probably any o the r  
congressman. They would have shut  t h e  hearing down. They would 
have j u s t -  s a i d ,  "This is no t  t h e  way we conduct hearings under 
the  r u l e s  of t h e  House of Representatives." But Burton has always 
been one who p a r t i c u l a r l y  has wanted t o  hear  t h e  concerns and 
grievances of those who a r e  on the  opposi te  s i d e  of the  i s s u e  
from him. 

So he j u s t  l e t  them go a t  i t ,  and he l e t  them go a t  i t  most 
of the  day. Then f i n a l l y  he c a l l e d  on us and e s s e n t i a l l y  he 
asked me--because I had met him and he knew me a s  a  l o c a l  park 
person--to put together  a  panel f o r  the  park. But a c t u a l l y  



Amodio : p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  he knew of t h i s  one woman, Ru-Flo Harper Lee, 
who is a na t ive  of Eureka. Ru-Flo when she was t h e  high school 
va l ed ic to r i an  of t h e  Eureka High School i n  1921, had w r i t t e n  
t h i s  e loquent ,  impassioned speech on saving t h e  redwoods. She 
had gone away f o r  a long time and returned i n  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s  
and from then on, had r e a l l y  challenged the  l o c a l  powers t h a t  
be and they were s t r i c t l y  white  men lumber barons. That was t h e  
h e r i t a g e  of Eureka and she used t o  go a t  them--you know, who a r e  
they represent ing? Who a r e  they speaking fo r?  She w a s  we l l  
recognized. The Saturday Evening Post  i n  1968 during t h e  
o r i g i n a l  park b a t t l e  had descr ibed he r  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i t t l e  o l d  
lady i n  t enn i s  sneakers.  A c l a s s i c  s t o r y  t h a t  descr ibed he r  b e s t  
s a i d  t h a t  one time when they were d iscuss ing  p u t t i n g  i n  pulp m i l l s  
i n  Eureka and she  had challenged them on a i r  po l lu t ion  and t h e  
fou l  odors t ha twou ldbe  assoc ia ted ,  t h e  l o c a l  paper e d i t o r i a l i z e d ,  
"We could put  up wi th  a s t i n k  t e n  times a s  bad a s  anything from 
any pulp m i l l  i f  only i t  would d r ive  Ru-Flo Harper Lee from town." 

Ru-Flo never gave up. She remained a fo rce .  She had a 
s t roke ,  but here  she  was i n  h e r  mid o r  l a t e  sevent ies  and she  
wanted t o  t e s t i f y .  So she went up and gave he r  testimony on 
behalf  of p ro t ec t ing  t h e  park. That was t h e  only time during 
t h e  day t h e r e  w a s  even a semblance of qu ie t .  Even she  got hooted 
and howled on occasion, bu t  they l i s t e n e d  t o  her  more than anyone. 

P r i o r  t o  h e r ,  they had s p i t  on t h e  mayor.of Arcata who 
spoke f o r  t h e  park. They spa t  on him. . 

Holleuffer :  Who? The people i n  t h e  f r o n t  row o r  something? 

Amodio : Yes, yes ,  and they had j u s t  cursed and drowned out  one of t he  
Humboldt County superv isors  who spoke on behalf  of t h e  park. 

Holleuffer :  How did  everything calm down a f t e r  t h i s ,  i f  t h i s  was r e a l l y  t he  
high point  of the  emotional i s sue?  

Amodio : It d i d n ' t  i n i t i a l l y .  I mean t h a t  day played out--our panel had 
a very b r i e f  time t o  give i t s  p i t c h ,  and we were b a s i c a l l y  a l l  
drowned out i n  boos and h i s s e s .  Most of us had t o  be escor ted  
out by po l i ce  e s c o r t .  They were a l l  f i r e d  up and t h e  next day 
they took a caravan of logging t rucks  down t o  San Francisco 
because t h e r e  was a hear ing  the  next  day i n  San Francisco. They 
got f r o n t  page press  i n  t he  Chronicle. I th ink  t h a t  fueled them 
on even more, and they thought,  "Ah, t h i s  is our  way. This is  
they way we go out  and make our case and show why we th ink  i t ' s  
unfa i r . "  

So they decided t o  do a cross-country convoy, and they l i n e d  
up t h e  money from t h e  companies and o the r s  t o  pay f o r  t h i s  convoy 
of t rucks  t o  go t o  Washington, D . C . ,  and storm t h e  c a p i t o l .  



I V  WORKING TO INl?LUENCE FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENT 

Lobbying i n  Washington 

Amodio : By t h a t  point  I: was back i n  Washington again. I had been the re  
two months before,  and I was back working very c lose ly  with Linda 
B i l l i n g s ,  t he  S i e r r a  Club lobbyist- ,  a t  t h a t  poin t .  

We were concerned. We f e l t  we might be lo s ing  t h e  momentum, 
t h a t  t h i s  r e a l l y  could be a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  park b i l l ,  and so we 
r e a l l y  took i t  se r ious ly  and worked e x t r a  hard. But i t  was one 
of those c l a s s i c  s i t u a t i o n s  where w e  undersold the  redwoods 
because a s  t h e  logging t rucks went cross-country--and they had a  
number of s tops  i n  which they had l o c a l  r a l l i e s  and t r i e d  t o  make 
t h e i r  case on how t h i s  was going t o  c o s t  l o c a l  jobs and t h a t  it 
wasn't worth it--we came out wi th  a  whole s t r i n g  of e d i t o r i a l s  
i n  papers t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  s a i d ,  "We sympathize with anyone 
los ing  t h e i r  job and we th ink  t h a t  t he re  should be duecons idera t ion  
given t o  those who l o s e  t h e i r  jobs f o r  something t h a t  b e n f i t s  t h e  
o v e r a l l  public .  " 

But seeing the  redwoods t h a t  t he  convoy was carrying,  some 
of the  o ld  growth redwoods, was t h e i r  undoing. They s a i d ,  "Seeing 
t h e  redwoods, we were j u s t  astonished a t  the  power, s t r e n g t h ,  
and beauty of na ture ,  and we th ink  t h a t  whatever p r i ce  t h a t  needs 
t o  be paid i n  terms of displaced employment has t o  be paid because 
t h i s  is  a he r i t age  t h a t  w e  cannot a f fo rd  t o  lose."  It r e a l l y  was 
as tonish ing  . 

So they came i n t o  town with t h i s  s t r i n g  of l o s ses  behind 
them. They came i n t o  town, and we knew they were coming i n  on 
a  c e r t a i n  day, and they were going t o  b l i t z  t h e  h i l l .  They had 
t h i s  747 plane t h a t  was bringing i n  a l l  of t h e  o ther  loggers  and 
wives t o  come and storm the  h i l l .  The day before ,  we went around 
and we had volunteers  from the  whole East Coast of t he  S i e r r a  Club 
come i n .  They helped us do a  complete lobbying of a l l  of t he  
members of Congress. We presented our case ,  t he  f a c t s  on why the  - 



Amodio : redwood park needed t o  beexpanded,what was a t  s t a k e ,  and how 
t h e  job t h i n g  was way out  of perspec t ive ,  t h a t  t he se  were jobs 
t h a t  were going t o  be l o s t  i n  f i v e  o r  s i x  yea r s  anyway because 
t h e  redwoods would a l l  be gone, and then w e  would be  double 
l o s e r s .  

Timber Company Informants 

Amodio : Another t h ing  I would add t o  t h a t  i s  t h a t  w e  a l s o  learned  from an 
informant i n  t h e  t imber i ndus t ry ,  t o  g ive  you a sense--because 
w e  always had informants i n  t h e  t imber i ndus t ry  and they w e r e  one 
of  our  r i c h e s t  sources  of  information who would t e l l  us  when they 
were doing a p a r t i c u l a r l y  obnoxious opera t ion  and w e  could make 
changes and ge t  a review. 

W e  were t o l d  t h a t  one of t h e i r  plans was t o  come back and 
g ive  seed l ings  of  redwoods and make t h e  case  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  
"We're no t  des t roy ing  t h e  redwood f o r e s t .  We a r e  p l an t ing  these  
young product ive t r e e s . "  So what w e  d id  i n  our  day before ,  i n  ou r  
t o t a l  lobbying around, w e  gave out  seed l ings  a l s o ,  which i r o n i c a l l y  
t h i s  informant managed t o  ge t  t o  us from t h e  Louis iana P a c i f i c  
Nursery and a i r  s h i p  them t o  us ahead of t h e  convoy. W e  brought 
them t o  a l l  o f  t h e  key o f f i c e s ,  and w e  had a s p e c i a l  shee t  t h a t  
went with them. We gave them t h e  g i f t ,  and t h e  s h e e t  e s s e n t i a l l y  
s a i d ,  "How t o  t ake  c a r e  of your redwood seedl ing  and your redwood 
her i tage ."  I n  t h a t ,  w e  kind of made them understand t h a t  t h i s  was 
a b e a u t i f u l  l i t t l e  seed l ing ,  bu t  we're t a l k i n g  about t r e e s  t h a t  
a r e  l i t e r a l l y  a thousand t o  two thousand yea r s  o l d ,  and t h a t  i s  
a g i f t  of n a t u r e  and one t h a t  w e  can only respec t  and p r o t e c t .  

Hol leuf fe r :  I would l i k e  t o  hear  some more about these  informants i n  t h e  
t imber companies. What type of people would you cha rac t e r i ze  
them as?  

Amodio : Oh, I would say t h a t  they were people out working i n  t he  woods. 
There were people out  t h e r e  whose l i ve l i hood  was dependent on 
t h e  major corpora t ions  and probably f e l t  good about what they 
were doing because i t  was f a i r l y  rugged and t h e r e  had t o  be some 
s a t i s f y i n g  work t o  i t ,  al though they may have had some misappre- 
hensions about t h e  o v e r a l l  consequences, bu t  who were a t  t i m e s  
u t t e r l y  disgusted i n  t h e  way they were going about (quote) 
I t  harvest ing" t he se  t r e e s  wi th  no regard whatsoever f o r  values  
which they recognized, p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i s h e r y  values .  This is the  
t h ing  t h a t  seemed t o  hook them; even more than w i l d l i f e  was 
f i s h e r i e s .  . .  . 
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So they would c a l l  us and say,  "Hey, l i s t e n ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you 
anything more except r i g h t  now Louisiana P a c i f i c ,  Arcata,  o r  
Simpson, t h e  th ree  companies t h a t  a r e  opera t ing  t h e r e ,  whichever 
one, is doing t h i s l o g g i n g  show i n  Copper Creek, and they a r e  
j u s t  destroying t h e  creek. You've got t o  do something about i t .  
I can ' t ,  but  I hope you w i l l . "  

Would they i d e n t i f y  themselves? 

Usually not ,  usual ly n o t ,  no. No, they d idn ' t  want t o  take  t h a t  
much of a r i s k .  

So you dfdn ' t  know whether they were young o r  older? 

I don' t  think they were necessa r i ly  young, no. I th ink  the re  
a r e  people out  t he re  who cu t  across  the  spectrum of ages who j u s t  
--even i f  t h e i r  l ive l ihood depended on i t ,  even i f  they thought 
t h a t  logging was an okay profession--knew tha t  t h e  way it  was being 
done was j u s t  unnecessary and highly des t ruc t ive  of o the r  values 
t h a t  they f e l t  should be respected.  

Did you n o t i c e  a change over the  long period of years  t h a t  t h e  
whole b a t t l e  was going on wi th in  t h e  l o c a l  community? Did they 
go from maybe complete nonsympathy wi th  extending t h e  park t o  maybe 
understanding the  need f o r  i t ?  

I th ink  we made some inroads.  

--And r e a l l y  changing t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s ?  

I th ink  we made some inroads.  I th ink  we got some people t o  
quest ion it more, some people t o  s i t  on the  fence more, although 
t h e  spec to r  of job l o s s  and t h e  horrors  t h a t  were portrayed by 
t h e  companies was a very powerful force  t h a t  warped a l o t  of 
people 's  thinking on it  and turned i t  i n t o  a very s i m p l i s t i c  
i s sue .  But o v e r a l l  I think t h e r e  were times i n  which even the  
l o c a l  paper w a s  doing f ea tu re  s t o r i e s  and reviewing redwood park 
and the  logging and made it q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  they understood t h a t  
c e r t a i n  of t h e  indus t ry  l i n e s  were complete bunk, such a s  t h a t  
enlightened s e l f - i n t e r e s t  would assure  t h a t  they would do a l l  
t h a t  was necessary t o  p ro tec t  t he  f o r e s t  and the  o the r  resources. 
I n  one a r t i c l e  they j u s t  s a i d ,  "Let 's face  i t ,  the  indus t ry  has 
only improved i ts  p r a c t i c e s  by being forced t o  do so.  Most of 
t h e i r  logging has been horrendous t o  da te  and t h e  improvements 
have been a r e s u l t  of t h e  environmental is ts  compelling those 
changes, and t h a t  is t o  t h e i r  c r e d i t  .I' 

They a l s o  a t  another  time--after what was i t? - -af te r  t he  
indus t ry  had j u s t  been outrageous i n  t h e i r  response. It was a t  
a time when i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  park a c t  i t  s a i d  t h a t  a r e a s  t h a t  were 



Arnodio : with in  view of Highway 101 formed a s p e c i a l  v i s u a l  cor r idor  and 
t h a t  the  logging i n  those a reas  was going t o  destroy those  v i s u a l  
a e s t h e t i c  values,  t h a t  t h e  s ec re t a ry  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  had the  
au tho r i ty  t o  condemn them t o  acqui re  them and p ro t ec t  them. 

The Arcata Redwood Company, who always was simply t h e  most 
outrageous, most contemptuous of publ ic  va lues ,  decided t o  j u s t  
l og  r i g h t  along 101 again.  W e  arranged with Secretary of Resources 
C la i r e  Dedrick t o  r e a l l y  make a  s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  t o  p ro t ec t  t h a t  
a r ea ,  and she secured from the  Save-the-Redwoods League a  pledge 
of a  mi l l i on  d o l l a r s  t o  buy t h a t  a r ea ,  an a r e a  t h a t  had been 
approved f o r  logging. The timber company, Arcata Redwood, 
i n i t i a l l y  s a i d ,  "Oh, we l l ,  w e ' l l  consider  i t  and we won't do any- 
t h ing  u n t i l  we see  what t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  new adminis t ra t ion  
and Congress is." The new adminis t ra t ion  and Congress came along 
and made i t  very c l e a r  t h a t  they wanted t o  preserve not  only t h a t  
a r ea  but t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  expand the  park. 

Arcata Redwood had been requested by t h e  sec re t a ry  of t h e  
I n t e r i o r  t o  vo lun ta r i l y  not  log  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  proposed 
park expansion. They thumbed t h e i r  nose a t  t h e  s ec re t a ry  of 
t he  I n t e r i o r  j u s t  came out wi th  a  very highly inflammatory 
statement aga ins t  President  Ca r t e r ,  who was j u s t  i n  about t h r e e  
months, and then proceeded t o  begin logging t h a t  a rea .  [ c l i c k s  
f i nge r s ]  And t h a t  j u s t  brought down t h e  wrath. I mean i t  j u s t  
kind of c r y s t a l i z e d  t h e  pub l i c  awareness and newspaper awareness 
t h a t  t hese  were i n t e r e s t s  who j u s t  had a  public-be-damned 
a t t i t u d e .  The sec re t a ry  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  moved very quickly t o  
condemn those  a reas  using t h e  mi l l ion  d o l l a r s  from t h e  Save-the- 
Redwoods League, and t h e  l o c a l  paper d id  t h i s  major e d i t o r i a l  
j u s t  saying,  "We have t o  wonder--" I th ink  t h e  headl ine  was 
something l i k e ,  "Just  Who a r e  Our Friends?" It r e a l l y  questioned 
whether t h e  major t imber corporat ions were a c t i n g  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  
l o c a l  i n t e r e s t  o r  whether they weren't  egging on the  f e d e r a l  
government t o  condemn t h e  land by t h i s  type of j u s t  very s t r i d e n t  
behavior.  

So t h a t  put a  crack i n .  W e  had r a i sed  enough quest ions 
because from t h e  beginning--I mean we were l o c a l  people,  and we 
r e a l l y  cared about the  l o c a l  a r e a  and we d idn ' t  th ink  t h a t  t h e  
l o c a l  a r e a  should bear  the  brunt  of p ro t ec t ing  a  n a t i o n a l  resource. 
We had long advocated t h a t  not  only should s tockholders  be 
compensated, but t h a t  t he re  should be some form of compensation 
t o  any worker who might be d i s loca t ed  a s  a  r e s u l t  of necessary 
park expansion. 

We had taken t h a t  pos i t i on  long enough and cons i s t en t ly  
enough t h a t  they s t a r t e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  we were s ince re  and they 
s t a r t e d  t o  quest ion a r e  t h e  corporat ions r e a l l y  ac t ing  i n  t he  
l o c a l  i n t e r e s t ?  We were, of course,  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  t he  corporat ions 



Amodio : a r e  doing everything they a r e  doing because i t  maximizes 
short-term p r o f i t  and a s  soon as  they squeeze out t h a t  p r o f i t ,  
they a r e  going t o  be re inves t ing  those funds elsewhere. A second 
growth doesn't  pay t h a t  type of p r o f i t  dividend. They a r e  going 
t o  r e inves t  i t  l i k e  Arcata Redwood was already doing--in some 
o the r  economic a c t i v i t y ,  be i t  timber i n  the  South a s  Louisiana 
P a c i f i c  was doing o r  i n  Arcata Redwood Company's case ,  they were 
becoming t h e  second l a r g e s t  p r i n t i n g  conglomerate i n  the  country. 
They went from a company t h a t  s t a r t e d  o f f  a s  a hundred percent 
logging redwoods t o  one by the  time a t  t h e  end of t h e  park i s s u e ,  
t en  percent of t h e i r  n e t  revenue was from logging, t h e  r e s t  was 
from publishing, but  f i f t y  percent of t h e i r  p r o f i t s  was s t i l l  
from logging because they were j u s t  skimming o f f  of t h e  old 
growth redwood. 

Holleuffer :  Have you been back s i n c e  t h e  passage of t he  park b i l l  t o  s e e  what 
economic e f f e c t  it has had? 

Amodio : The park was expanded and I guess i t  was o f f i c i a l l y  signed a t  the  
end of March of '77 and I l ived  the re ;  I d idn ' t  move away u n t i l  
t h e  summer of '81. So I l i v e d  the re  f o r  a few more years  and I 
have been back the re  s ince .  That 's  a complex answer because-- 

Hol leuf fer :  The m i l l s ,  f o r  example, have shut  down, haven't  they? 

Amodio : Y e s ,  t h e  m i l l s  have shut  down. The m i l l s  have shut  down t o  no 
g r e a t e r  degree, though, than throughout the  Northwest where the  timber 
is  i n  i t s  worst depression s ince  the  Great Depression. The 
housing market i s  nonexistent  and they have been s h u t t i n g  down 
throughout the  a rea .  I th ink  i t ' s  very hard anyway f o r  anyone t o  
with any accuracy a t t r i b u t e  cause, although i t ' s  very c l e a r  t h a t  
even without redwood park expansion, a l l  of those m i l l s  would be 
shut  down. There is  no market. 

I th ink  the  d i f f e rence  t h a t  f e d e r a l  park expansion has made 
has been a very p o s i t i v e  one f o r  t he  l o c a l  economy, and t h i s  i n  
f a c t  has even been recognized i n  a s p e c i a l  publ ica t ion  c a l l e d  
Hard Times i n  Humboldt County, which is  put  out by a consortium 
of labor  and community groups who a r e  concerned t h a t  t h e r e  is 
very se r ious ,  high unemployment. What they b a s i c a l l y  recognize 
is  t h a t  i n  the  Redwood Park Act i t  e s t ab l i shed  an h i s t o r i c  precedent 
recognizing, j u s t  a s  w e  had pointed Co, t h a t  workers needed t o  be 
given due considerat ion a s  much a s  s tockholders .  P h i l  Burton put  
i n  p lace  what i s  ca l l ed  T i t l e  11, which a s su res  t h a t  workers 
who work f o r  major i n d u s t r i e s  involved with Redwood Creek and 
who were d is loca ted  because of park expansion would be given 
replacement income f o r  a period of up t o  s i x  years;  t h a t  was 
maximum. 



H o l l e u f f e r :  John was j u s t  finishing up t a l k i n g  about  t h e  compensation f o r  
workers t o  t h e  redwood b i l l .  Maybe we could  go on to-- 

Amo d i o  : The on ly  t h i n g  t o  conclude w i t h  t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  was an  
h i s t o r i c  breakthrough i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s '  r e c o g n i t i o n  and i n  
Congress 's  r esponse  t o  t h e  r i g h t s  of workers ,  and i t  a l s o ,  I t h i n k ,  
brought  u s  f i n a l l y  t o  a p o i n t  o f  u n i t y  w i t h  t h e  l a b o r  movement 
over  expansion o f  t h e  p a r k ,  whereas I have j u s t  r ecen t ly - - in  f a c t ,  
i n  working on t h e  P h i l  Burton campaign--I saw someone who I had 
last  s e e n  on t h e  redwood i s s u e ,  a l o b b y i s t  f o r  t h e  c a r p e n t e r ' s  
union who now works f o r  t h e  AFL-CIO. H e  was kind o f  s a y i n g  how 
s t a r t l i n g  i t  was on t h e  day o f  t h e  f i n a l  v o t e  by t h e  House o f  
Represen ta t ives  t h a t  a t  t h e  doorway as people  e n t e r e d - - a t r a d i t i o n a l  
p l a c e  where l o b b y i s t s  g i v e  t h e i r  f i n a l  signals t o  members who are 
t r y i n g  t o  know where t h e  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  s t a n d  on t h e s e  t h i n g s  
--they walked i n  and h e r e  was he  and t h e  person from t h e  AFL-CIO 
and Linda B i l l i n g s  from t h e  S i e r r a  Club and myself a l l  s t a n d i n g  
w i t h  o u r  thumbs up. More t h a n  a few people  came ou t  and looked 
and s a i d ,  "Wait a second, you are both  s a y i n g  thumbs up," because 
we had been s o  p o l a r i z e d  on t h e  pa rk  i s s u e .  W e  had come t o  a 
s i t u a t i o n  which both  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s  and t h o s e  who were 
making a l i v e l i h o o d  o f f  o f  e x p l o i t i n g  were s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  expansion 
o f  t h e  park.  

How a Lobbyis t  Works 

H o l l e u f f e r :  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  about t h i s  b u s i n e s s  o f  s t a n d i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
doors .  Would you e x p l a i n  more about  t h a t  and be ing  a l o b b y i s t ,  
t h e  p e r s o n a l  exper iences  o f  b e i n g  a l o b b y i s t ?  

Amodio : Sure.  Oh, y e s ,  i t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g  f o r  me because  t h i s  was my f i r s t  
real exper ience  as a l o b b y i s t .  As members go t o  make t h e i r  v o t e  
on l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  l o b b y i s t s  from t h e  i n t e r e s t s  who a r e  concerned 
w i t h  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  s t a n d  out, and they w i l l  b e  known t o  a 
number o f  t h e  members whom they have lobb ied  on t h i s  i ssue .  
they g i v e  where they s t a n d  on t h e  i s s u e  because  most members d o n ' t  
have a chance t o  keep up on a l l  o f  t h e  changes going on. So 
most peop le ,  most members o f  Congress, w i l l  r ead  o f f  o f  someone 
whom they know as a l e a d e r  w i t h i n  Congress, o r  o f f  t h e  l o b b y i s t s  
from t h e  i n t e r e s t s  they  r e s p e c t .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Do you mean they  w i l l  l o o k  towards you and look  f o r  a s i g n ?  

Amodio : Yes. 
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For you t o  give a  thumbs up s ign  on a  vote ,  and then they w i l l  
vo te  t h a t  way? 

That 's  r i g h t  because they w i l l  s ay ,  "I c a r e  about what t h e  
environmental is ts  f e e l  about t h i s  i s sue , "  o r  "On t h i s  one, I am 
s tanding  wi th  whoever." So t h e  lobby i s t s  from t h a t  i n t e r e s t  
w i l l  be  t h e r e  and give t h e  s i g n a l  t h a t  i n  t h i s  f i n a l  form, here  
is what we say. 

So when they c a l l  f o r  a  vote-- 

When they c a l l  f o r  a  vo te ,  they r i n g  b e l l s  throughout t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  houses,  t h e  o f f i c e  bu i ld ings ,  i n  t h e  c a p i t o l .  The 
members then have f i f t e e n  minutes t o  ge t  t o  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  
house o r  t h e  sena te  and c a s t  t h e i r  vo tes .  So they a r e  scur ry ing  
with probably many o t h e r  th ings  on t h e i r  mind, and they walk i n ,  
and some of them w i l l  look f o r  t h a t  s i g n a l .  

That 's  very i n t e r e s t i n g .  I never knew t h a t ' s  how i t  operated.  

It is,  i t ' s  very f a sc ina t ing  what occurs  l i k e  t h a t .  

Can you t e l l  us somemorebehind-the-scenes s t o r i e s  of what 
happens i n  Washington? 

I s t a r t e d  t h e  whole process a s  a  very a l i e n a t e d  ind iv idua l  
b a s i c a l l y  because of t h e  Vietnam War. I went back t o  Washington 
not  expect ing t o  have much response, th inking  t h a t  i t  was going t o  
j u s t  be t h e  cap t ive  of some powerful economic i n t e r e s t s ,  and t h e r e  
is no doubt t h a t  they exe rc i se  a  d i spropor t iona te  inf luence .  It 
is t h e  presence they can a f fo rd  t o  have there .  But I a l s o  d i d  
l e a r n  d e l i g h t f u l l y  t h a t  members of t h e  pub l i c ,  t o  t he  degree t h a t  
they expressed t h e i r  w i l l ,  w i l l  b e  heard and l i s t e n e d  to .  We 
saw t h a t  over and over .  We turned people around. We budged 
th ings .  W e  moved th ings .  We got people who were e i t h e r  no t  
w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n :  o r  who were s i t t i n g  on the  fence, t o  swing t o  
our s i d e ,  o r  t hose  who were aga ins t  us t o  a t  l e a s t  be neu t r a l i zed .  
and t h a t  was a  d e l i g h t f u l  experience. 

Which t a c t i c s  were most e f f e c t i v e  i n  doing t h i s ?  

It depended upon t h e  ind iv idua l .  It r e a l l y  had t o  be t a i l o r e d  
t o  t h e  ind iv idua l .  I mean i n  some cases  i t  was j u s t  making t h e  
case  on t h e  f a c t s  and log ic .  They were t h e  wonderful ones because 
we f e l t  t h a t  f a c t u a l l y  and l o g i c a l l y  we were t h e  way t o  go. We 
went i n  and we would e i t h e r  t a l k  t o  t h e i r  s t a f f ,  which was the  
usua l  way t o  make t h e  case ,  o r  wi th  those who were p a r t i c u l a r l y  
important t o  us ,  we would arrange t o  meet wi th  t h e  member of t h e  
Congress. I remember one man, Lamar Gudger, a  t r u e  southern 



Amod50 : gentleman from, I be l i eve ,  North Carol ina,  who represented a r u r a l  
a r ea  where the re  a r e  a l o t  of logging i n t e r e s t s .  He was g e t t i n g  
a l o t  of pressure  from t h e  indus t ry  assoc ia t ions .  We went i n ,  
and we had a sequence of  photos t h a t  j u s t  t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  more than 
t e n  thousand words e a s i l y  could have. 

It s t a r t e d  o f f  with an a e r i a l  view of Redwood Creek i n  t he  
l a t e  s i x t i e s  when Congress was f i r s t  de l ibe ra t ing  on establishment 
of a redwood park, and i t ' s  what we c a l l e d  "the grand sweep," r i dge  
t o  r i dge  of unbroken old growth redwoods. Then we showed t h e  way 
i t  was r i g h t  then, t h a t  summer, wi th  j u s t  t a t t e r e d  remnants. I 
mean i t  w a s  j u s t  heartbreaking what we had allowed t h e  logging 
indus t ry  t o  do,and he re  was t h e  a r ea  t h a t  we had pro tec ted  ly ing  
a t  t he  bottom of t h e  bas in  j u s t  being encroached on by a l l  of 
these  c l ea rcu t s ,  and then a few d e t a i l s  which showed t h e  consequences. 
For someone who was s e n s i t i v e  and cared l i k e  Lamar Gudger, t h a t  
t o l d  the  t a l e .  We then had t o  f i l l  i n  some d e t a i l s  on how i t  was 
a f fordable  and the  o the r  aspec ts  of t he  package. 

There were o the r s  who we j u s t  had t o  b a s i c a l l y  s t rong  arm i n  
a sense.  You go i n  and you do i t  very p o l i t e l y ,  bu t  you make i t  
very c l e a r  t h a t  t he  people i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t  a r e  aware of t h i s  i s s u e ,  
t h a t  they care ,  and they a r e  watching and i f  you don ' t  swing t h e  
r i g h t  way, we a r e  going t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  they know t h a t  and 
good-by maybe. In  t he  l a t t e r  category,  I am thinking of a person 
i n  Maryland, t h i s  guy Goodloe Byron, who b o t h h i s  dad and h i s  mom 
had been i n  Congress before  him. It was g r e a t .  

Two of  us  from the  Emerald Creek Committee, l o c a l s  from 
Humboldt County, went i n  t h e r e  with a l obby i s t  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 
J i m  E lder ,  and he was kind of coachingus,  giving us s i g n a l s ,  and 
he would t e l l  us when t o  kind of ge t  tougher.  He would s l a p  h i s  
f i s t  i n t o  h i s  hand behind t h e  congressman's back o r  pu t  h i s  hand 
t o  h i s  knee t o  s ay ,  "Really give him your s t ronges t  shot ."  We 
would increas ingly  get  tougher i n  terms of our arguments and what 
we were prepared t o  do. 

We had been informed p r i o r  t o  t h a t  meeting by P h i l  Burton 
t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  member of Congress was scared s t i f f  of t h e  
environmental is ts .  He was i n  a c lo se  d i s t r i c t  and he knew we 
could swing i t ,  and he came on board, and t h a t  made a l o t  of 
d i f f e r ence  . 



P h i l l i p  Burton 

Holleuffer :  It sounds a s  though P h i l l i p  Burton gave you an awful l o t  of 
d i r ec t ion .  

Amodio : P h i l l i p  Burton was remarkable. P h i l  Burton has a  r epu ta t ion  f o r  
being d i f f i c u l t  t o  work wi th ,  y e t  I don' t  t h ink  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  
I th ink  Burton has h i s  own s t y l e .  It 's a proven, h ighly  e f f e c t i v e  
way of working. You go t o  him, and you t e l l  him what you want t o  

,accomplish. You give h imthe  f a c t s  h e  needs. H e ' l l  r e a l l y  ques t ion  
you and go over it u n t i l  he  understands i t , p robab ly  from h i s  need 
b e t t e r  than you understand i t ,  and then h e  goes t o  work. He doesn ' t  
r e a l l y  keep you neces sa r i l y  well-tracked i n t o  what he is doing 
because h e  opera tes  t h a t  way. But he  gave us very c l e a r  s i g n a l s  
on what he needed. He t o l d  us ,  "I need e d i t o r i a l  support .  You 
go out  t h e r e  and ge t  m e  major newspaper e d i t o r i a l s .  I need p re s su re  
on these  people." He reduced what would have been l i k e  an over- 
whelming t a sk  t o  t h e  key pressure  poin ts  t h a t  were going t o  make 
t h e  d i f f e r ence ,  and t h a t  made us much more e f f e c t i v e .  

We were a b l e  t o  grab--and we d i d ,  we succeeded. I mean 
redwoods were a  choice i s sue .  We came i n  with e d i t o r i a l s  from 
across  t h e  country. We j u s t  sys t ema t i ca l ly  went about them and 
w e  were g e t t i n g  them from major papers across  t h e  country, l i t t l e  
papers i n  key d i s t r i c t s  across  t h e  country, and I guess t h a t  
helped with t h e  members. It c e r t a i n l y  buoyed up P h i l  Burton's 
s p i r i t s .  So h e  went a t  i t  with renewed v igor  and f o r  t h a t  a lone  
i t  was worth i t .  

Change i n  Administrations 

Hol leuf fer :  Did you n o t i c e  much of a  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  a t t i t u d e  taken 
towards t h e  park expansion by a  Democratic government and by a  
Republican government? I am th inking  f i r s t  of when you began 
t h e  campaign w e  had Nixon, and then Car t e r  came i n  midway. 

Amodio : We had Nixon. It was hopeless ,  i t  was hopeless .  W e  knew t h a t .  
We knew we were not  going t o  succeed l e g i s l a t i v e l y  under Nixon. 
There was a  deep re l a t ionsh ip  between Richard Nixon and t h e  timber 
companies. I n  f a c t ,  t h i s  woman, Representat ive Helen Gahagan 
Douglas, i n  1946 introduced l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e s s e n t i a l l y  n a t i o n a l i z e  
two mi l l i on  ac re s  of t h e  redwood f o r e s t .  It was going t o  be c a l l e d  
t h e  Frankl in Delano Roosevelt Memorial Forest .  It would have 
included major park a reas  and t h e  r e s t  would have been managed 
by the  Forest  Service f o r  mul t ip le  use including f o r e s t r y .  It had 
a  r e a l  chance of succeeding. It was pushed over u n t i l  t h e  next 



Amodio : Congress, which would have begun i n  '49. She was challenged t h a t  
year  and defeated i n  what became renowned a s  t h e  "pink lady 
campaign" i n  which a  young u p s t a r t ,  Richard Milhous Nixon, j u s t  
portrayed he r  a s  a  pinko. 

Holleuffer :  A s  a  Communist sympathizer. 

Amodio : That 's  r i g h t ,  "the pink lady." He defeated h e r ,  and he had a c t u a l  
f i n a n c i a l  support from t h e  timber i ndus t ry ,  s t rong  support.  They 
j u s t  wanted t o  s e e  h e r  knocked o f f .  From t h a t  moment on, on the  
redwoods Richard Nixon was hopeless.  We encountered t h a t  over and 
over.  He put d e f i n i t e  r e s t r a i n t s  on I n t e r i o r  and t h e  Park Service 
i n  deal ing adminis t ra t ive ly  wi th  t h e  problems crea ted  by t h a t  
impossible park configurat ion.  

When Ford came i n ,  we had some hopes, but he never supported 
us. We worked c lose ly  with Car te r .  He had ex t raord inary  grass- 
roo t s  campaigning and he had an environmentalist:  Carleton Nevil ,  
i n  f a c t ,  was h i s  name. He came up t o  Humboldt County and he  met 
with us.  He had dinner  wi th  us ,  and we b r i e f ed  him. He was very 
support ive and l i t e r a l l y  l i k e  t h r e e  days before  he was e l ec t ed  
i n  Los Angeles, Jimmy Carter  came out with a  s ta tement  saying,  
" I f  I am e l ec t ed  pres ident ,  I w i l l  c a l l  f o r  a  moratorium on 
c u t t i n g  i n  Redwood Creek. That resource must be protected."  He 
e s s e n t i a l l y  described i t  a s  t h e  epitome of t h e  Ford admin i s t r a t i on ' s  
i n s e n s i t i v t y  and contempt f o r  our  n a t u r a l  resources.  

So when he was e l ec t ed ,  we wasted no time--I t h ink  it was one 
of t he  most important th ings  we did.  We d id  not  s i t  back. We 
were i n  Washington l i t e r a l l y  wi th in  two weeks of Jimmy Car t e r ' s  
e l e c t i o n .  We had t h a t  d e l i g h t f u l  opportuni ty because t h e r e  was 
an oversight  hearing being held by Representat ive Leo Ryan wi th in  
t h e  f i r s t  two weeks, and I was i n v i t e d  t o  be the  lead  witness-- 
and I d idn ' t  r e a l i z e  what a  s p e c i a l ,  prominent pos i t i on  t h a t  was-- 
f o r  t h a t  hearing.  That 's  t h e  time t h a t  I met Linda B i l l i n g s  and 
we, along with Destry J a r v i s  of t he  National Parks and Conservation 
Associat ion,  s t a r t e d  t o  r e a l l y  work t h e  new adminis t ra t ion .  Shor t ly  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  I was h i r e d  by the  S i e r r a  Club and worked s t e a d i l y  on 
t h e  redwoods with Paul Swatek and Linda B i l l i n g s  of t h e  conservation 
s t a f f ,  and board member D r .  Ed Wayburn. 

We j u s t  l i n e d  ourselves up being one of t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r e s t s  
knocking on t h e i r  door t o  ge t  ourselves high on t h e i r  agenda. I 
have no doubt t h a t  i f  we were s i x  months l a t e r  we never would have 
succeeded because Car te r  and t h e  adminis t ra t ion  were by t h a t  po in t  
too bogged down wi th  t h e  whole f r o n t  of i n i t i a t i v e s  they had taken 
on. They had overextended themselves, and a l s o  f i s c a l  mat te rs  would 
have prevented them expending $500 mi l l ion  t o  p ro t ec t  t h e  park. 
So i t  was r e a l  f o r t u i t o u s ,  our timing. 



2 6 

S i t - in  i n  Governor J e r r y  Brown's Off ice  

Holleuffer :  What about a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  when t h e  change went from Reagan 
t o  Governor J e r r y  Brown? 

Amodio : Again, very s u b s t a n t i a l ,  very s u b s t a n t i a l .  We hadn' t  been t r y i n g  
t o  work t h e  Reagan adminis t ra t ion .  Our l o c a l  e f f o r t  was too much 
of a  neophyte e f f o r t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  bu t  as  soon a s  Brown came i n ,  
t h e r e  was a  cour t  r u l i n g  which declared t h a t  environmental impact 
s ta tements  were required under Ca l i fo rn i a  l a w  on any logging 
operat ion.  That brought down t h e  wrath of t h e  loggers  who went 
t o  Sacramento wi th  t h e i r  logging t r u c k s ,  c i r c l e d  t h e  c a p i t o l ,  and 
ca l l ed  f o r  t h e  dismissal  of C l a i r e  Dedrick who was former vice- 
pres ident  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club and appointed by Brown a s  t h e  
sec re t a ry  of resources.  C la i r e ,  of course,  had nothing t o  do wi th  
t h a t  cour t  r u l i n g ,  but  they blamed it  on her  and t h a t  mobilized 
US. 

Hol leuf fer :  Is t h i s  t h e  t ime a t  which your campaign thought of o t h e r  t a c t i c s ,  
more d i r e c t  tactTcs? 

Amodio : Actual ly,  no t  y e t .  Brownwas j u s t  i n .  We d id  no t  have e a r l y  
success wi th  Brown. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  loggers  who had gone t o  
Sacramento apparent ly  had a  deep impact on him. H e  a t  one poin t  
was quoted a s  saying,  "Damn i t ,  so lve  i t ,  I ' m  t i r e d  of t h i s  
problem," and he d id  not  take  a  personal  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t .  I n  t h e  
summer of '65, i n  Ju ly ,  t h e  S i e r r a  Club lawsui t  which a l leged  
t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  was being a r b i t r a r y  and 
capr ic ious  i n  performance of h i s  duty was favorably ru led  on. 
The judge s a i d  i n  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  park was not  being pro tec ted  
and t h a t  they ( the  f ede ra l  government) needed t o  t ake  ac t ion .  
That s en t  a l l  of t h e  o f f i c i a l s  i n t o  t h i s  frenzy of a t  l e a s t  making 
some publ ic  appearance of tak ing  action, i f  n o t  a t  l e a s t  covering 
t h e i r  own h ides ,  which was probably more t h e  case.  

But i n  any event ,  we were a l l  Brown suppor te rs  and our f i r s t  
success wi th  Brown was when he s t a r t e d  t o  appoint  new members 
t o  t h e  S t a t e  Board of Forestry and he s t a r t e d  t o  balance out  a  
board which was totally or i en ted ,  t o t a l l y  t h e  cap t ive  of t h e  
t imber indus t ry  t o  one which had more of  a  publ ic  resource 
perspec t ive .  But i t  wasn't really--and we worked hard on - 
Secre ta ry  Dedrick and t r i e d  t o  work on Brown--until t h e  summer 
of '76, [ t h a t ]  we were a t  a  po in t  of being exasperated wi th  t h e  
f a i l u r e  of t h e  Brown adminis t ra t ion  t o  provide t h e  leadersh ip  
which we thought they should. We were f e e l i n g  almost hopeless 
on t h e  whole s i t u a t i o n  because we had a  court  r u l i n g  which 
s a i d  w e  were c o r r e c t ,  and the re  had not  been remedial ac t ion .  



Amodio : W e  had had s t u d i e s  which documented c l e a r l y  t h a t  t he  park was 
being damaged and destroyed. There was no remedial a c t i o n .  
Supreme Court J u s t i c e  W i l l i a m  0. Douglas came t o  Humboldt S t a t e  
Universi ty .  I remember asking him a ques t ion  about what do you 
do when you have gone through a l l  of t he se  l e g a l  processes  and 
you have not  had any response t h a t  addressed your grievance. He 
was t h e  one who s a i d ,  "It is a time-honored American p r a c t i c e ,  when 
you have exhausted t h e  l e g a l  processes  and they a r e  being unre- 
sponsive,  t h a t  c i v i l  disobedience is your choice i f  you th ink  i t  
is important enough and you c a r e  enough." 

W e  c e r t a i n l y  thought i t  was important enough and we cared 
enough, and then w e  went through a long s e r i e s  of what would work, 
and i t  was d i f f i c u l t .  

Hol leuf fe r :  What d id  you decide? 

Amodio : W e  r e a l l y  t a lked  about i t  a l o t ,  and we r e a l i z e d  t h a t  ou r  i s o l a t i o n  
from the  major media markets requi red  t h a t  i t  would have t o  be 
something h ighly  dramatic .  We thought about t h ings  such a s  s topping 
t h e  logging by chaining ourse lves  t o  trees o r  blocking--being ou t  
t h e r e  and phys i ca l l y  obs t ruc t ing  i t .  W e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  
no major s ta tewide  o r  d e f i n i t e l y  n a t i o n a l  media would ever  ge t  
t h e r e  before  they d e a l t  with us,and they would probably dea l  wi th  
us very r u t h l e s s l y .  We were s u r e  of  t h a t .  We r e a l l y  wanted t o  be 
e f f e c t i v e  s o  we eventua l ly  decided--well, we came very c l o s e  t o  
doing t h i s .  It was a choice between going t o  e i t h e r  t h e  major 
corpora t ion  o f f i c e s  and s t e a l i n g  from t h e  p r a c t i c e s  of  t h i s  person 
c a l l e d  " the fox" i n  Chicago, who used t o  go t o  t h e  o u t l e t s  of major 
i n d u s t r i e s  who were po l lu t i ng ,  ge t  t h e i r  e f f luence ,  and go i n t o  t h e  
corpora te  o f f i c e s  and dump i t  on a desk of t h e  respons ib le  o f f i c i a l s  
and l e t  them know, "Do you want t o  l i v e  wi th  t h i s  s t u f f ?  Go ahead!" 
W e  thought about doing t h a t .  It was e i t h e r  corporat ions o r  i t  was 
Governor Brown because we f e l t  a t  t h a t  po in t  he was equa l ly  being 
i r r e spons ib l e .  

What w e  eventua l ly  d id  was we d id  a s i t - i n  i n  Brown's o f f i c e ,  
and t h a t  was fascinating. 

Hol leuf fe r :  How- long d id  t h a t  l a s t ?  How long did you have t o  s i t  i n ?  

Amodio : I had been p a r t  of  planning it, and I had looked forward t o  going 
t o  t h e  s i t - i n ,  bu t  then I couldn ' t  go because of  t h e  dea th  of my 
mother. But my f r i e n d s  who d id  go, they s a t  i n  one n i g h t ,  maybe 
two n i g h t s  s t e a d i l y ,  and f i n a l l y  i n  t h e  evening they were t o l d  
t h a t  " the  governor w i l l  meet w i th  you." They went i n  and they 
m e t  wi th  him f o r  maybe a half-an-hour o r  fo r ty - f ive  minutes.  H e  
was taken,  I th ink ,  with both t h e  merits of our  i s s u e ,  and t h e r e  
were a l s o  some s t r o n g  personal  sparks  t h a t  occurred t h e r e  because 
I th ink  he was very taken wi th  t h e  i nd iv idua l s ,  and he then i n v i t e d  
t h e  group t o  go out  and have d inner  wi th  him. 



Holleuffer :  How many were the re  would you say? 

Amodio : There may have been about t e n  who s a t  i n .  By t h e  time they had 
got down t o  meeting with him, t h e r e  might have been s i x .  That 
was t h e  beginning of September. I n  t h e  middle of September of 
'76 was when Representative Leo Ryan had t h e  f i r s t  hearing on 
t h e  redwood park s i t u a t i o n  and on t h a t  occasion t h e  Brown adminis- 
t r a t i o n  came out i n  support of expanding t h e  park. There was no 
quest ion i n  my mind whatsoever but t h a t  our ac t ion  had f i n a l l y  
penetrated through a l l  of these  o t h e r  i s s u e s  t h a t  he was dea l ing  
with and put on him personal ly what was a t  s t a k e ,  and he d i r ec t ed  
C l a i r e  Dedrfck t o  go the re  and t e s t i f y  t o  p ro tec t  t h e  park. 



V PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 

Charles Manson Involvement 

Hol leuf fer :  What o the r  personal  experiences t h a t  a r e n ' t  on t h e  o f f i c i a l  record 
could you r e l a t e ?  

Amodio : Oh, I th ink  t h e  most b i z a r r e ,  i t  must have been i n  t h e  summer 
again of '76 which was personal ly  on t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  t h e  most 
i n t ense  summer. I mean we were back aga ins t  t h e  wal l .  W e  cared 
so  much about Emerald Creek and the  eas t e rn  s lope  of Redwood Creek, 
and Arcata Redwood Company had j u s t  f i l e d  a  s e r i e s  of plans t h a t  
would b r ing  a  logging road r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  l a s t  unbroken block of 
o ld  growth redwood and s e v e r a l  c l e a r c u t s  moved r i g h t  i n t o  Emerald 
Creek and then down t o  t h e  park boundary elsewhere along t h e  
eas t e rn  border of Redwood Creek. We were under a  l o t  of pressure  
t o  f igh tback ,and  w e  were not  being successfu l  wi th  t h e  Board of 
Forestry.  We missed by one vote  ge t t i ng  a  r e so lu t ion  t h a t  would 
have put  a  moratorium on any f u r t h e r  logging of Redwood Creek, 
and frankly I blame t h a t  on t h e  Park Service.  They were t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  hearing i n  Chester ton,  Cal i forn ia .  We made our case very 
s t rongly .  We thought we had t h e  votes .  

The r ep re sen ta t ive  from Arcata Redwood came i n  with t h i s  s o f t  
shoe and s a i d ,  "We a r e  i n  t h e  midst of nego t i a t i ng  and we th ink  
we a r e  w i th in  days of a  se t t lement  t h a t  w i l l  r e so lve  t h i s  wi th  
t h e  Park Service.  The r ep resen ta t ive  from t h e  Park Service got 
up and d id  not  chal lenge t h a t  a t  a l l  and l e f t  c l e a r l y  t h e  impression 
t h a t  t h a t  might be t h e  case ,  which was not a t  a l l  t r u e ,  and t h e  
five-to-four vote  turned down t h e  moratorium. 

But t h e  most b i z a r r e  t h ing ,  i n  t h e  midst of a l l  of t h a t  was 
t h a t  Char l ie  Manson e a r l i e r  had drawn up a  l i s t  of enemies 
which included those who were destroying t h e  redwoods. As  you may 
r e c a l l ,  Squeaky Frome had made t h e  a s sa s s ina t ion  attempt on 
Pres ident  Ford and s a i d  t h a t  i t  was because of h i s  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  
t o  t h e  redwoods. 



Amodio : One day I was a t  t h e  .Environmental Center and they got  a  c a l l  
from someone who i d e n t i f i e d  himself a s  t h e  l o c a l  agent  of t h e  
FBI, and he  was c a l l i n g  t o  say t h a t  I was on a  h i t  l is t  which 
Char l ie  Manson had smuggled out  from t h e  p r i son ,  of people who 
w e r e  respons ib le  f o r  doing t h e  redwoods i n .  I took i t  a s  a  joke. 
I thought i t  was one of my f r i e n d s  playing a  p r a c t i c a l  joke on m e ,  
and I j u s t  s t a r t e d  t ea s ing  him, j u s t  g e t t i n g  r e a l  bravado about 
i t ,  and h e  f i n a l l y  made me be l i eve  and understand t h a t  he  was 
from t h e  FBI. What convinced me was t h a t  day ' s  headl ines  i n  t h e  
San Francisco paper t h a t  Manson had sneaked such a  l i s t  out,and 
i t  included a  whole v a r i e t y  of people, most of whom I don ' t  
understand how they got on t h e  l ist .  I mean t h e r e  was a  foreman 
f o r  t h e  timber i ndus t ry  who obviously was no t  a  dec i s ion  maker. 
He was j u s t  doing h i s  job. He wasn't  respons ib le .  There was 
John Dewitt ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League. There 
was Connie Pa r r i sh  from Friends of t h e  Earth who was working hard 
f o r  t h e  park ,  and the re  was myself and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  environmental 
movement. 

Anyway, t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  of Manson's c a l l e d  Connie Pa r r i sh .  
She was j u s t  h o r r i f i e d ,  and she  c a l l e d  me. 

Hol leuf fe r :  Do you mean she received a  t h r e a t  from him? 

Amodio : He c a l l e d  up saying,  "What a r e  you guys doing? How come you a r e  
no t  p ro t ec t i ng  the  redwoods? You must be p a r t  of t h e  conspiracy 
t o  do them i n . "  So she c a l l e d  m e  and asked me i f  I would c a l l  
t h i s  person up and make i t  very c l e a r  t o  him t h a t  Connie was 
s i n c e r e l y  working t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  redwoods. 

Somehow before  I got  t o  him, h e  go t  t o  me. H e  c a l l e d  me a t  
home, which was a  l i t t l e  d i s tu rb ing  because I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  want 
him t o  know where I l i v e d .  But I a c t u a l l y  went i n  and had a  long 
t a l k .  I c a l l e d  him from t h e  Arcata Environmental Center,  and I 
was a s  t a c t f u l  and diplomatic  a s  I could be  i n  expla in ing  what we 
were doing and t h a t  what they were proposing t o  do--because he was 
saying,  "We'll do anything. W e ' l l  b r i ng  a  busload of people up 
the re  and w e ' l l  s t o p  t h a t  logging.' '  

I explained t o  him, "I am not  making a  judgment on Char l ie  
and t h e  boys and the  gang, bu t  the  f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  s t rong  
publ ic  percept ion  t h a t  you a r e  r e a l l y  l u n a t i c s .  I f  you were 
a s soc i a t ed  on t h e  s i d e  of t he  redwoods i t  would r e a l l y  no t  he lp  
the i s s u e .  So I don ' t  th ink  your coming up he re  w i l l  he lp .  I f  
you r e a l l y  want t o  he lp ,  and I know you a r e  s i n c e r e  i n  wanting t o  
he lp ,  t he  th ing  t h a t  i s  going t o  be  t h e  most va luable  i s  f o r  you 
t o  r e a l l y  s t a y  very  l e g a l  and ge t  people t o  w r i t e  l e t t e r s .  

To my s u r p r i s e ,  h e  was responsive and s a i d ,  "I understand." 
He decided not  t o  come up the re  o r  do anything,  bu t  eventua l ly  
t h i s  person was a r r e s t e d  a s  h e  crossed the  Golden Gate Bridge 



Amodio : heading i n t o  San Franc i sco .  He had p r e v i o u s l y  been i n  p r i s o n  f o r  
some v i o l e n c e .  On t h i s  occas ion  they a r r e s t e d  him f o r  v i o l a t i o n  
of h i s  p a r o l e  because h e  had a  number of guns w i t h  him. He had 
been having d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  John Dewitt  a t  Save-the-Redwoods 
League, and t h e  FBI had been t r a c k i n g  him. They thought t h a t  
he  might b e  t a k i n g  some d i r e c t  a c t i o n .  

So i t  was v e r y  b i z a r r e ,  v e r y  b i z a r r e .  That was t h e  most 
b iza r re - - tha t  was one of t h e  on ly  two t imes which I r e a l l y  d i d  
f e e l  a c t u a l  f e a r  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h r e a t  on my wel l -being.  

H o l l e u f f e r :  The o t h e r  t ime be ing  a t  t h e  subcommittee hear ing?  

Amodio : T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  a f t e r  t h a t .  They were t h e  two t imes i n  a l l  of t h e  
y e a r s  I l i v e d  i n  Arcata  where I locked my door a t  n i g h t .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Were t h e r e  any i n c i d e n t s  of v io lence?  

Amodio : Sure,  yes .  Well, t h e r e  was-- 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Not d i r e c t e d  a t  you b u t  a t  o t h e r  people? 

Amodio : Yes, and more so--not r e a l l y  e v e r  a t  people .  I mean a t  t h e  
subcommittee h e a r i n g ,  Dave Van de Markwho was one of t h e  ve ry  
well-known S i e r r a  Club l e a d e r s ,  when h e  went t o  g i v e  an  i n t e r v i e w  
t o  a  San Francisco TV s t a t i o n  had some thugs  f o l l o w  him. They 
then  s h a r p l y  kind of punched him i n  t h e  c h e s t  and s a i d ,  "Watch 
i t ,  y o u ' r e  going t o  g e t  yours ."  But t h e  v i o l e n c e  w a s  r e a l l y  more 
d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  f o r e s t .  There were two p a r t i c u l a r  inc idences ,  
one i n  t h e  Lady Bird  Johnson Grove, which is  a long  Bald H i l l  Road, 
t h e  r i d g e  t o p  of Redwood Creek. They f e l l e d  s e v e r a l  of t h e  o l d  
growth t r e e s  t r y i n g  t o  knock down t h e  f o o t  b r i d g e  t h a t  provided 
a c c e s s  t o  t h a t  grove.  

Then l a t e r ,  i n  an ug ly  s e r i e s  of vandalism, they c u t  down, 
they g i r d l e d  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  a  number of t r e e s  i n  Humboldt Redwood 
S t a t e  Park,  and those  t r e e s  had t o  be  f e l l e d  because  they would 
d i e  and b e  hazards .  Whoever d i d  t h a t ,  I t h i n k  i t  was some s i c k  
i n d i v i d u a l  and i t  c e r t a i n l y  h u r t  t h e  cause  o f  t h e  a n t i - p a r k  
people .  

Fu ture  P lans  

H o l l e u f f e r :  I n  summation, John, s i n c e  t h e  redwood expansion b i l l ,  you have 
worked f o r  Congressman Burton i n  h i s  r e e l e c t i o n  campaign, which 
was j u s t  s u c c e s s f u l .  



Amodio : Yay! [ l a u g h t e r ]  

H o l l e u f f e r :  You a r e  now head of t h e  Tuolumne River  P r e s e r v a t i o n  T r u s t  working 
t o  g e t  through a  b i l l  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  Tuolumne River  from dams. 
What do you s e e  i n  your f u t u r e  a f t e r  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  a r e  over?  

Amodio : W e  a r e  j u s t  midstream a t  b e s t  on t h e  Tuolumne. I t ' s  going t o  be  
a v e r y  major i s s u e .  I would l o v e  t o  s e e  i t  succeed i n  one t o  
t h r e e  y e a r s ,  and t h a t ' s  what we a r e  aiming f o r .  It i s  hard t o  
say .  P o l i t i c s  are v e r y  v o l a t i l e .  Beyond t h a t ,  I mean r i g h t  now, 
I d o n ' t  know w i t h  c e r t a i n t y ,  b u t  I am s u r e  t h e r e  is  a  l o t  t h a t  i n  
those  i n t e r v e n i n g  y e a r s ,  I am going t o  l e a r n  and i t  w i l l  c l a r i f y  
my own persona l  d e s i r e s  of t h e  f u t u r e .  I meaq I c e r t a i n l y  expec t  
t o  con t inue  i n  s i m i l a r  e f f o r t s ,  a l though  I must s a y  one of t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  I am most e x c i t e d  about i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  environmental  
e f f o r t  is t o  broaden o u r  c o n s t i t u e n c y  and be  more i n  c o a l i t i o n s ,  
r ecogniz ing  o t h e r  groups.  B a s i c a l l y ,  we r e p r e s e n t  a  powerless  
group, t h e  non-human l i f e  forms t h a t  d o n ' t  have a  v o i c e  i n  
decision-making forums t h a t  dec ide  t h e i r  f a t e s .  There a r e  o t h e r s  
i n  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s ,  powerless o r  unrepresen ted  i n t e r e s t  groups,  
and I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  n a t u r a l  a l l i a n c e s  t o  be  made t h e r e .  

I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n t i n u i t y  of l o g i c  and j u s t i c e  i n  a l l  
e n t i t i e s  being empowered and be ing  r e p r e s e n t e d .  I wish i n  some 
way t o  be  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  broadening t h a t  o v e r a l l  b a s e  of t h o s e  
who a s s e r t  t h e  r i g h t s  of such e n t i t i e s .  So I look  forward t o  
t h a t .  A t  t h e  end of t h e  Tuolumne--who knows i f  I w i l l  do i t - -but  
I am very  e x c i t e d  about  t h e  i d e a  of t a k i n g  some t i m e ,  doing some 
t r a v e l i n g ,  and g e t t i n g  some broadening p e r s p e c t i v e s .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  is  always r e f r e s h i n g ,  renewing, and a l s o  I t h i n k  whatever 
I r e t u r n  t o  w i l l  o n l y  be enr iched  by t h a t  exper ience .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Thank you v e r y  much and good luck  t o  you. 

Amodio : Thank you f o r  t h i s .  

T r a n s c r i b e r :  Michel le  S t a f f o r d  
F i n a l  Typis t :  Marie Herold 
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INTRODUCTION by John Ashbaugh 

The h i s t o r y  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  Cent ra l  Coast, could 
no t  be  w r i t t e n  without  devot ing  a major chapter  t o  Kathleen Goddard Jones,  o u r  
redoubtable  "lady of t h e  Dunes." For Kathy has  h e r s e l f  devoted a major p a r t  
o f  h e r  l i f e  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club and t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  corner  of t h e  c o a s t  of 
San Luis Obispo County which has  become f o r  h e r ,  and f o r  s o  many o t h e r s ,  a 
l i v i n g  example of Nature 's  f i n e s t  handiwork: t h e  Nipomo Dunes. 

Kathy i s  t h e  type of vo lun tee r  every S i e r r a  Club chapter  should have: 
reso lved ,  knowledgeable, and r e l e n t l e s s .  H e r  b a t t l e  on behalf  of t h e  Nipomo 
Dunes r ep re sen t s  t h e  f i n e s t  q u a l i t i e s  of courage and commitment s o  necessary 
t o  t h e  success  of  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. Her achievements i nc lude  t h e  fol lowing:  

- S t a t e  Park a c q u i s i t i o n  of most of t h e  Nipomo Dunes i n  San Luis  
Obispo County 

- Pro tec t ion  from off-road v e h i c l e  abuses of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  
vege ta t ion  and w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  dunes through Coas ta l  
Commission and county r e g u l a t i o n s  

- Cofounder and e a r l y  chairman of  t h e  Santa Lucia group of t h e  
Los Padres Chapter 

- Recognized throughout t h e  county and t h e  s t a t e  a s  t h e  spokesperson 
f o r  p re se rva t ion  of  t h e  Nipomo Dunes--a r ecogn i t i on  granted no t  only 
by t h e  conserva t ion  community b u t  by t h e  off-road v e h i c l e  crowd a s  
w e l l ,  wi th  whom s h e  has  never  h e s i t a t e d  t o  s i t  down and t a l k  nor  t o  
j o i n  i n  t h e  occas iona l  fence-bui lding o r  fence-mending e f f o r t s  which 
they would undertake. 

I n  h e r  unique r o l e ,  Kathy has  l e d  h ikes  beyond measure, a t tended  coun t l e s s  
meetings b e f o r e  pub l i c  agencies ,  and w r i t t e n  l i t e r a l l y  mountains of correspon- 
dence t o  f r i e n d s ,  foes ,  and decision-makers. Her modest home overlooks t h e  
dunes, sou th  of  Arroyo Grande, and i t  is  d e l i g h t f u l l y  c l u t t e r e d  wi th  Dunes 
memorabilia, i nc lud ing  a s t a g g e r i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  of s l i d e s  of  t h e  dunes' f l o r a l  
d i s p l a y s .  For Kathy, each day is a new adventure i n  h e r  non-stop odyssey t o  
preserve ,  enjoy,  and h e l p  t h e  world t o  know and enjoy t h e  Nipomo Dunes. 

This Saturday (January 7 ,  1984) ,  Kathy and h e r  husband Gaylord w i l l  l e a d  
t h e  twenty-third anniversary  h i k e  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  o u t i n g  of t h e  Santa 
Lucia group of  t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  January, 1962. The place? Where e l s e  b u t  
t h e  Nipomo Dunes, where Kathy w i l l  l e a d  t h e  group t o  " the shade of  Maidenform 
F l a t s ,  a s h e l t e r e d  campground hidden i n  a dunes woodland of wil low and wax- 
myr t le  t r e e s . . .  L i t t l e  Coreopsis H i l l  w i l l  b e  pointed o u t  en rou te  and may 
poss ib ly  o f f e r  a few e a r l y  wildf lowers  i n  bloom... The deep magenta sand 
verbena i s  r epor t ed  t h i s  week t o  b e  spreading  i ts  purp le  over  dune s l o p e s  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  beach... some yellow goldenrod i s  s t i l l  l e f t  from autumn . . . I 1  

John Ashbaugh 
Former Chairman 
Santa Lucia Chapter,  S i e r r a  Club 

January 4,  1984 
Arroyo Grande, Ca l i fo rn i a  



INTRODUCTION by Dirk Walters 

It is  not  o f t e n  t h a t  a  s tuden t  g e t s  t h e  opportuni ty t o  w r i t e  an 
in t roduc t ion  f o r  h i s  teacher .  I have looked on i n  amazement while  Kathy has 
mobilized t h e  publ ic ,  appeared be fo re  government agencies ,  and w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s  
long a f t e r  o t h e r s  had given up. No one has  approached h e r  i n  t h e  perseverance 
and s k i l l  she continues t o  show i n  r e c r u i t i n g  "experts" t o  h e r  cause. 

I f i r s t  came t o  Ca l i fo rn ia  r i g h t  a f t e r  graduate school ,  where I had spent  
my time doing my s t u d i e s  and research  and had not  involved myself i n  community 
a c t i v i t i e s .  Right a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  San Luis Obispo, I was e l ec t ed  pres ident  
of  t h e  l o c a l  chapter  of  Ca l i fo rn ia  Native P lan t  Society.  How I remember t h a t  
f i r s t  board meeting. As t h e  board members a r r ived  f o r  t h e  meeting, I can 
remember not ing  how o l d  they were, and wondering, "How d id  I g e t  i n t o  t h i s  
mess?'' Soon a f t e r  t h e  meeting s t a r t e d ,  however, i t  was I who was i n  f o r  a  
s u r p r i s e !  These people were r e a l l y  with i t .  They n o t  only knew t h e  problems, 
they knew t h e  so lu t ions .  And, more important ly,  they knew who t o  contac t  t o  
g e t  t h e  job done. Although Kathy was not  t echn ica l ly  on t h i s  board, she  
o f t e n  a t tended.  She pe r son i f i ed  a l l  t h a t  i s  good i n  t h e  o l d e r  volunteer .  
She was ene rge t i c ,  r e l i a b l e ,  and e f f e c t i v e .  However, she  was a  s e l f - s t a r t e r ,  
and t h a t  made h e r  s t and  o u t  from t h e  r e s t .  It made h e r  much more va luable  
than most. 

One of t h e  most p e r s i s t e n t  and bothersome problems wi th  which our  environ- 
mental organiza t ions  have had t o  d e a l  is t h e  Nipomo Dunes. Since the re  a r e  
over a  dozen r a r e  and/or endangered p l an t s  growing on them, i t  was not  long 
u n t i l  Kathy was approaching CNPS f o r  expe r t  testimony and support .  It was 
he re  t h a t  I f i r s t  worked with Kathy, al though h e r  r epu ta t ion  a s  a  f i g h t e r  f o r  
t h e  dunes had preceded h e r .  I had been t o l d  how s h e  almost single-handedly 
mobilized enough publ ic  and bureaucra t ic  support  t o  cause PG&E t o  move i t s  
nuclear  power p l an t  ou t  of  t he  dunes and i n t o  Diablo Canyon. She was using 
these  same techniques when I joined h e r  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  a t tempts  t o  stem t h e  
des t ruc t ion  of t h e  dunes by off-highway veh ic l e s .  F i r s t ,  Kathy helped s e t  up 
dialogue with t h e  off-highway veh ic l e  groups, then spearheaded a massive 
educat ion campaign t o  i n s t r u c t  them on t h e  consequences of d r iv ing  on vegeta- 
t i o n .  When a l l  of t h i s  f a i l e d ,  s h e  championed a Santa Lucia Chapter proposal  
f o r  a  moratorium on off-highway use of  t h e  dune a reas .  She obtained p res s  
coverage; organized l e t t e r - w r i t i n g  campaigns based on long lists of  names s h e  
has kept  on people who have taken h e r  many dune walks; lined-up exper ts  i n  
botany, geology, w i l d l i f e  t o  t e s t i f y  a s  t o  t h e  dunes' va lue  and uniqueness.  
She helped coordina te  t h e  r i s i n g  number of non-environmental i n t e r e s t  groups 
t h a t  were t i r e d  of u n r e s t r i c t e d  dune use  and t h e  negat ive  impacts t o  neighboring 
communities. As a  r e s u l t  of t h e s e  a c t i o n s ,  S t a t e  Parks and Recreat ion o f f i c i a l s  
were forced t o  develop a  meaningful management plan,  which gave some p r o t e c t i o n  
t o  some of t h e  more s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s  of t h e  dunes. 



My acquaintance with Kathy only  goes back some f i f t e e n  yea r s .  I n  a l l  
t h a t  time t h e r e  has  no t  been one who has  been more r e l i a b l e  and few a s  
e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  preserve  ou r  n a t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  than she.  This  
i s  a l l  t h e  more remarkable because s h e  cont inues t o  work when o t h e r s  of equal  
r e p u t a t i o n s  f o r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  have t i r e d  and l e f t  t h e  s t r u g g l e .  The v i a b i l i t y  
of t h e  Nipomo Dunes a s  a  func t ion ing  ecosystem speaks t h e  h i g h e s t  p r a i s e  f o r  
Kathy's dedica t ion .  

Dirk Walters  
Botanis t  
C a l i f o r n i a  Poly technic  S t a t e  

Univers i ty  

January 1984 
San Luis Opisbo, C a l i f o r n i a  



INTERVIEW HISTORY. 

The fol lowing in t e rv i ew wi th  Kathy Jones was he ld  on Apr i l  19 ,  1983, 
i n  h e r  home i n  Arroyo Grande, overlooking t h e  dunes f o r  whose p re se rva t ion  
s h e  has fought f o r  so  long. Kathy's long  membershTp i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 
and h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a  founding member of two chap te r s  (Los Padres and 
Santa Lucia) should make he r  i n t e rv i ew o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  i ts  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  a  
long-time volunteer  l e a d e r .  

While Kathy i n s i s t s  t h a t  she  has  somewhat r e t i r e d  from a c t i v i t y  and a c t s  
now a s  more of  a  resource  person, t h e  number of phone c a l l s  regard ing  upcoming 
hear ings ,  o r  r eques t s  f o r  in format ion  which unfor tuna te ly  punctuated t h i s  
in te rv iew,  would seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he r  r e t i r emen t  i s  no t  t o  be  taken too 
s e r i o u s l y .  

A s  t h e  i n t e rv i ew i n d i c a t e s  she  has  been a  chapter  chairman, and was 
one of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  de l ega te s  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club Council, a s  we l l  a s  i t s  f i r s t  
chairman. Like s o  many vo lun tee r s  o f  t h i r t y  o r  more yea r s  ago, s h e  was a c t i v e  
both  i n  t h e  conserva t ion  f i e l d  and i n  h e r  chap te r ' s  ou t ings  program. She s t i l l  
l e a d s  an  annual  h i k e  i n  h e r  beloved dunes. 

Anne Van Tyne 
In te rv iewer /Edi tor  
S i e r r a  Club History 

Commit t e e  

February 1984 
Santa Barbara,  C a l i f o r n i a  





I INTRODUCTION TO T U  SIERRA CLUB 

[Date of Interview: Apri l  19, 1983]i/i/ 

Early Years i n  Santa Barbara 

Van Tyne: This is an interview w i t h  Kathleen Goddard Jones (Kathy Jackson t o  
many old-time S ie r rans ) ,  conducted a t  he r  home i n  Arroyo Grande on 
Tuesday, Apr i l  19, 1983. 

Kathy, you grew up i n  Santa Barbara. Did tha t  have any e f f e c t  
on what happened t o  you l a t e r  i n  your a c t i v i t y  i n  the  S i e r r a  Club? 

Jones : Undoubtedly i t  did.  I l i k e  t o  begin by saying tha t  I am a na t ive  
Californian.  I happen t o  have been born i n  Sacramento, but  a t  the  
age of a few months came with my parents  down t h e  coast  on a boat  
and we made our home i n  Santa Barbara on one of t h e  hills. Although 
I do know a l l  of Cal i fornia ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I am a na t iveCal i fo rn ian  
has  seemed t o  m e  important enough t h a t  I usually mention i t  i n  the 
many hearings i n  which I ' v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  because my roots  a r e  i n  
t h i s  land, and I love  i t .  

From t h e  mountains t o  t h e  s e a ,  Santa Barbara is somewhat of 
the  gem of Cal i fornia  i n  that i t  has a f o r t u i t i o u s  locat ion beside 
t h e  ocean. With a f r iendly  coas t ,  swimming is easy and s a f e .  The 
beaches have warmth and welcome. The f o o t h i l l s  have pleasant  
places t o  walk when one gets  beyond the houses, which have come 
s i n c e  t h e  year  1907 wh.en I came there .  And the  mountains o f f e r  
rugged hiking i f  one wants t h a t .  

A l l  of these  th ings  have been p a r t  of my background, and i t  
was very easy f o r  me t o  understand some of t h e  impetus of t h e  S i e r r a  
Club i n  i t s  v a s t  outing routes ,  which l ed  t o  not only l a rge r  outings 

ililThis symbol ind ica tes  t h a t  a tape or  a segment of a tape  has 
begun o r  ended. For a guide t o  the  tapes see page 52. 



Jones : programs but  t o  t h e  conservat ion which cha rac te r i zes  one of the  
chief  concerns of t h e  club. [ b r i e f  tape  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

An outdoor l i f e  o r  a l i f e  which included much enjoyment of 
t h e  outdoors comes very n a t u r a l l y  t o  those who l i v e  i n  Santa 
Barbara, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  e a r l i e r  yea r s  of t h e  twent ie th  century.  

Although I walked with my father--who was a YMCA s e c r e t a r y  
who enjoyed p a r t i c u l a r l y  outdoor work with boys--although w e  walked 
together  i n  the  h i l l s  when I was growing up i n  t h e  yea r s  before my 
t eens  and although our family--my mother and my two sisters were 
p a r t  of th i s - - i t  seems t h a t  i t  was the eyes upon t h e  h i l l t o p  and 
wondering what was on the  o the r  s ide ,  which was one of t h e  th ings  
my f a t h e r  wondered about,  which l e d  m e  t o  my enjoyment of summits 
and h igh  p laces .  

Then, when I was twelve years  o ld ,  t h e  Campfire G i r l s  had 
t h e i r  f i r s t  chapter  organized i n  Santa Barbara, and t h a t  would be 
a t  t h e  end of t h e  World War I yea r s ,  about 1919. A t  t h e  age of 
twelve I began t o  r e a l l y  h ike ,  t o  go t o  t h e  h igher  peaks and t o  
l e a r n  t o  s l e e p  outdoors and t o  cook outdoors, and t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h i s  
was something t h a t  was important t o  m e  a t  t h a t  time and has continued 
t o  be one of the  most important f a c e t s  of my whole l i f e .  A k inship  
with t h e  e a r t h ,  a s p i r i t u a l  refreshment from moving e a s i l y  along 
t r a i l s  and over t h e  contours of the  e a r t h .  

Growing up i n  Santa Barbara, t he re  was a family c r i s i s  when 
my f a t h e r  disagreed with t h e  p o l i c i e s  of a new board of d i r e c t o r s  
a t  t h e  YMCA. H e  f e l t  t h a t  they were not  s u f f i c i e n t l y  [ b r i e f  tape  
in t e r rup t ion]  Chr i s t i an  from h i s  po in t  of view. He was a fundamen- 
t a l i s t  of o l d  New England, and our Sundays were always devoted t o  
t h e  church doings. I n  f a c t ,  t he  Campfire G i r l s  grew ou t  of t h e  
e f f o r t s  of the  min i s t e r  of our church i n  1919. 

Van Tyne: Well, now you d i d n ' t  go t o  co l l ege  i n  Santa Barbara? You went away 
t o  col lege?  

Jones : Yes, I did ,  and I was just coming t o  t h a t .  The high school  years  
were s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  and I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a c e r t a i n  amount of 
l eade r sh ip  i n  my c l a s s  and i n  the  school .  Such th ings  a s  s e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  s tuden t  body. And i t  j u s t  s o  happens that I was the  f i r s t  
and only freshman ever  t o  win the  S i l v e r  Barry Oratory Cup i n  
Santa Barbara High School. Talking is one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  has 
come e a s i l y  t o  me.  [ laughter ]  

However, a f t e r  h igh  school  the re  was a yea r  a t  t h e  Santa 
Barbara Teachers' College up on t h e  Riviera  of Santa Barbara. 
Meanwhile, having taken a yea r  of l i b r a r y  sc i ence ,  I worked i n  
t h e  pub l i c  l i b r a r y  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  co l l ege  l i b r a r y ,  saved enough 



Jones : money s o  t h a t  when an opportunity came t o  j o i n  two young women 
and go t o  Europe I knew tha t  t h i s  was something t h a t  I very much 
wanted t o  do. I n  f a c t ,  the  urge t o  see more of the world than 
my home town had been growing very s t rong  s i n c e  my reading of 
many books about f a r  countries and f a r  places.  

I n  p a r t i c u l a r  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  Near East ,  and l a t e r  
t h a t  i n t e r e s t  came t o  flower when I married a Pers ian  and l i v e d  i n  
Pers ia .  However, t o  go on with my education. F i r s t ,  a f t e r  one 
year  of col lege ,  the re  was a summer with th ree  months i n  Europe. 
I became separated from the  people I was with due t o  a problem 
i n  one of my f e e t ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was l e f t  alone t o  t r a v e l  
through a number of countries i n  Europe a t  t h e  age of nineteen was 
an exh i l a ra t ing  challenge and a very fun, independent experience 
t h a t  a l l  turned ou t  w e l l .  

Returning home my sophomore year ,  I se lec ted  a college.  M y  
fa the r  had i n  mind Mount Holyoke i n  the East,  and we seemed t o  f ind  
its counterpart  i n  Mil ls  College i n  California.  So my sophomore 
and junior years  were spent  a t  M i l l s  College. I was an English 
major. I took up horseback r id ing  a t  M i l l s  and again found tha t  
there  was always a thread leading m e  away from t h e  classrooms t o  
t h e  h i l l s  of then-undeveloped Oakland. And t h e  horseback r i d i n g  
c lasses  meant a g rea t  deal  t o  me.  

Cedric Wrizht 

Jones : A t  the  end of my junior  year  I met a man with whom I became b e t t e r  
acquainted, one of the  professors on Mills campus who taught v i o l i n .  
H i s  name was Cedric Wright. And one of the  happiest  f ace t s  of h i s  
conversations were his descr ip t ions  of S i e r r a  Club outings. This 
was my f i r s t  contact  with t h e  S i e r r a  Club, and i t  was a s t rong and 
a d e l i g h t f u l  one. I was even i n v i t e d  t o  the  home of his parents  
and t o  his own home i n  Berkeley, where I m e t  o ther  musicians who 
w e r e  S i e r r a  Club members. Among them was Ansel Adams. 

Cedric W r i g h t ,  t h e  v i o l i n i s t ;  Ansel Adams, t h e  p i a n i s t ;  and 
Ernst Bacon, the  c e l l i s t ,  w e r e  an inseparable t r i o .  They w e r e  a 
l o t  of fun. W e  had many music p a r t i e s ,  many albums of snapshots 
of S i e r r a  Club t r i p s ,  and much t a l k  of S ie r ra  Club. l b r i e f  tape  
in ter rupt ion]  

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  was t h a t  Cedric and I were very fond of each 
other ,  and I was supposed t o  j o i n  the S i e r r a  Club and perhaps go 
on a honeymoon with Cedric t o  t h e  high country. But t h e r e  was a 
d i f fe rence  between us  i n  years  and i n  outlook. I was only twenty 
and h e  was about t h i r t y ,  and i t  wasn't going t o  work out .  And 



Jones : then  suddenly, a month a f t e r  w e  broke our  engagement, t h e r e  came 
i n t o  my l i f e  a P e r s i a n  who was romantic and who swept m e  o f f  my 
f e e t .  I l e f t  c o l l e g e  a t  t h e  end of my j u n i o r  y e a r ,  was married 
t o  t h e  Pe r s i an ,  and w e  went t o  l i v e  i n  t he  Pe r s i an  l e g a t i o n  i n  
Washington, D.C.,and t h e r e a f t e r  t o  l i v e  i n  New York. And t h e r e  I 
became f a m i l i a r  w i th  my Pe r s i an  husband's background. I understood 
why h e  was t h e  s t r o n g  p a t r i o t  t h a t  he was. 

He was a f l y e r ;  he  had been a n  a v i a t o r  w i th  t h e  American army 
i n  World War I. With the  he lp  of many people,  w e  r a i s e d  funds f o r  
an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f l i g h t  from the  United S t a t e s  t o  I r a n .  W e  set 
o u t ,  we crashed,  and t h e r e a f t e r  went t o  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  a y e a r  and 
then  t o  t h e  Far  Eas t ,  where I l i v e d  i n  Burma, i n  I n d i a ,  and i n  
I r a n  f o r  two yea r s .  [ b r i e f  t a p e  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

The p a t r i o t i s m  d i d  no t  work ou t  i n  I r a n .  W e  found ourse lves  
back i n  t he  United S t a t e s  w i th  t h e  whole I r a n  s t o r y  behind us .  For 
seven and a h a l f  yea r s  I worked i n  r a d i o ,  a t  National  Broadcasting 
Company i n  New York. And then ,  a f t e r  my husband and I weredivorced ,  
fo r tuna te . l yan  oppor tuni ty  came up f o r  m e  t o  move t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and 
happi ly  I came home. [ b r i e f  t a p e  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

Jo in ing  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 

Jones : Cedric  Wright and I had kept  up an on-again-off-again correspondence, 
s o  a s  soon as I a r r i v e d  back i n  C a l i f o r n i a  he  s a i d  t o  me ,  "Now you 
can j o i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club." Meanwhile, h e  had marr ied a p i a n i s t ,  
and we became f r i e n d s ,  and I d id  indeed j o i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club w i t h i n  
a few yea r s .  That was the  y e a r  1949. [b r i e f  tape  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

Van 5 n e :  Why d id  you j o i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, Kathy? What were your reasons? 

Jones  : My reasons were t h a t  I was back i n  my beloved land ,  and a t  las t  I 
could p i c k  up t h e  threads  of something t h a t  had been s l eep ing  i n  
my h e a r t  a l l  t h o s e  y e a r s ,  and t h a t  w a s  t he  s t o r i e s  of t he  joys of 
t h e  outdoor l i f e  a s  presented  t o  m e  many y e a r s  before  by Cedric 
Wright, Ansel Adams, and Erns t  Bacon i n  Berkeley. 

Van Tyne: When you came back, you were l i v i n g  i n  S a n t a k r b a r a a g a i n ,  r i g h t ?  

Jones : Yes, I had remarr ied,  and my husband and I, no t  having c h i l d r e n  of  
ou r  own, had adopted s i x  ch i ld ren ,  and s o  my home l i f e  was a very  
busy one. 
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Organizing a S i e r r a  Club Unit i n  Santa  Barbara,  1949 

Van Tyne: L e t ' s  see, i f  you w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  Santa Barbara,  was t h e r e  a chapter  
of t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  Santa Barbara i n  1949 when you jo ined?  

Jones : No, t h e r e  was no t  a chapter  i n  Santa  Barbara. There were people 
whom I m e t  who enjoyed h ik ing ,  and w e  go t  t oge the r  and took walks.  
[ b r i e f  t ape  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

Then t h e  d i scuss ion  came about  i n  t h i s  h ik ing  group, "Should 
w e  i n  Santa Barbara County become a u n i t  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club?" W e  
found ou t  t h a t  t h e  n e a r e s t  chapter  was way down i n  Los Angeles 
County. I s a i d ,  "I am very busy because my husband I a r e  shepherd- 
i n g  the  formation of t h e  Santa Barbara County Symphony Society."  
However, t h e  t u g  was s t r o n g  toward t h e  out-of-doors, and a woman 
named Lemoille Pugh ga thered  us f o r  a meeting a t  the  Montecito 
School f o r  G i r l s .  The famous and charming P e a r l  Chase w a s  p re sen t .  
And I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  who else; someone named John Cross, 
whom w e  c a l l e d  Jack  Cross,  was p a r t  of t h a t  o rgan iza t iona l  meeting. 

And t h a t  n i g h t ,  i n  t h e  Montecito School f o r  G i r l s ,  we  decided,  
t hose  of us  t h e r e ,  t h a t  w e  would l i k e  t o  become a u n i t  of t h e  
S i e r r a  Club. And i f  I am no t  mistaken, t h a t  w a s  t o  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  
Santa Barbara Group of th.e Angeles Chapter of t he  S i e r r a  Club. W e  
e l e c t e d  Pres ton  Webster a s  our  chairman, and t h e  proper  e f f o r t s  
w e r e  made t o  e s t a b 1 i s h . u ~  a s  a S i e r r a  Club u n i t .  [ b r i e f  tape  
i n t e r r u p t i o n  J 

F i r s t  High. Tr ip ,  1949 

Jones : The primary reason  t h a t  I joined t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  1949 was t o  
go on a wonderful h igh  t r i p  w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club t o  t h e  High S i e r r a .  
Cedric  Wright promoted t h i s ,  he  w a s  my mentor. His w i f e  went on . 



Jones : many trips and p a r t i c u l a r l y  enjoyed helping wi th  commissary. She 
was not  along on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t r i p ,  but  Cedric was along wi th  
very h.eavy camera equipment and was allowed t o  have a horse t o  
c a r r y ,  i t .  I enjoyed th.e f a c t  t h a t  he walked slowly enough t h a t  
the.re was plenty of time t o  look around a t  a l l  t h e  country. We 
s t a r t e d  a t  Mineral King. 

F i r s t  of a l l  I should say ,  before  the  t r i p  he  s a i d  t o  nry 
husband, Duncan Jackson, and m e ,  "Do come up t o  Sequoia and s t a y  
a t  the  b ig  co t t age  which S i e r r a  Club pres ident  Francis  Farquhar 
has. We're a l l  going t o  m e e t  t he re ,  and the  superintendent  of 
Sequoia National Park w i l l  be our guest  a t  dinner t h e  f i r s t  n ight  
and i t  w i l l  be a good chance t o  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  acquainted." To m e ,  
i t  was a g rea t  eye-opener, these  people who w e r e  serving the S i e r r a  
Club and serving the  n a t i o n a l  park system i n  t r u e  leadership  fashion.  

A t  any r a t e ,  i n  the  next  couple of days we moved on up the  
canyon t o  Mineral King, and a l l  t he  c i t y f o l k  l e f t ,  and we w e r e  a 
wonderfully in teg ra ted  group. Our l eader ,  Dave Brower, had a way 
of making a l l  o f u s  f e e l  welcome and important t o  the  success of 
t h e  t o t a l  venture  of walking f o r  two weeks through the  mountains. 
He was a good l eader  and played t h e  accordian d e l i g h t f u l l y .  

The two-week t r i p  was a success. Many f r iendships  and 
acquaintances were made. I can remember walking with Anne Brower 
and h e r  saying t o  me, "I be l i eve  I am j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  pregnant,  
bu t  I am not ge t t ing  too t i r ed !"  

Let me see ,  D r .  Tom Jukes was along, and h i s  e x p l o i t s  i n  the  
mountains w e r e  the  s u b j e c t  of one of the  evening campfire t a l k s ,  
which made me wish t o  go on o ther  t r i p s  t o  o ther  canyons and s e e  
o the r  sumits. l b r i e f  tape  in te r rup t ion]  

Van Tyne: When you came back, what was happening wi'th this group i n  Santa 
Barbara? 

Jones : A l l  r i g h t .  Back i n  Santa Barbara, during the  1950s, t h i s  was the  
t i m e  when our group enjoyed walking s o  much, enjoying what I had 
t o  record of t h i s  high. t r i p ,  set about t h e  p lans  f o r  hopefully 
a S i e r r a  Club chapter .  Now, I ' v e  given the  d e t a i l s  of t h a t  
previously. I t o l d  how Lemoille Pugh got together  t h e  people and 
howwe e lec ted  a chairman, and i t  was i n  1952 t h a t  we had achieved 
the-- 



Formation of t h e  Los Padres  Chapter,  1952 

Van Tyne: I can f i l l  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  s i n c e  I ' m  a l s o  a Los Padres  Chapter 
member and have acquainted myself w i th  t h e  h i s t o r y .  The Los Padres 
Chapter w a s  given chapter  s t a t u s  a t  t he  board meetfng i n  February 
of 1952. 

Jones : Oh, r e a l l y .  

Van Tyne: Yes. A l l  r i g h t ,  let 's  t a l k  some about now you have a chapter  of 
your own. What w e r e  the a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the. chapter  t o  begin with.? 

Jones : W e l l ,  one of t h e  f i r s t  t h ings  t h a t  I wanted t o  do was t o  start  a 
chapter  b u l l e t i n .  So under our new chairman, P re s ton  Webster, I 
was allowed t o  g e t  ou t  an  e a r l y  b u l l e t i n .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  they 
a c t u a l l y  c a l l e d  me t h e  " b u l l e t i n  ed i to r . "  And t h e  f i r s t  th ing  w e  
d id  i n  t he  f i r s t  i s s u e  w a s  t o  s t a r t  a c o n t e s t  t o  name ou r  chapter  
b u l l e t  i n .  

Van Tyne: But you r e a l i z e  you cannot c a l l  any chapter  news le t t e r  a "bu l l e t i n , "  
only t h e  S i e r r a  Club B u l l e t i n  was a b u l l e t i n .  

Jones : I see, I see .  By t h e  t h i r d  news le t t e r  i s s u e ,  t h a t  c o n t e s t  was won 
by Nancy Se r r .  

Van Tyne: You now had a name f o r  your chapter  news le t t e r  and i t  w a s  t he  
Condor C a l l .  

Jones : That 's r i g h t .  

Van Tyne: How long d i d  you e d i t  i t ?  

Jones : I probably e d i t e d  t h a t  i n t o  t h e  beginning of t h e  second yea r .  L e t ' s  
see, 1952. Then our  chairman, P re s ton  Webster, probably went t o  
San Francisco t o  a meeting of t h e  n a t i o n a l  board of d i r e c t o r s  i n  
May of 1952, b u t  when h e  came back from t h e  meeting of May, 1953, 
I could ha rd ly  w a i t  f o r  him t o  come back. I was s o  e x c i t e d  about 
what k ind  of dec i s ions  h e  would have experienced t h a t  t he  board 
was making. I had s a i d  t o  h i m  b e f o r e  h e  l e f t ,  "As soon as you 
come back, come r i g h t  t o  my house and p l e a s e  t e l l  m e  everything 
t h a t  went on a t  t h e  meeting." 

H e  brought me back as a p r e s e n t  a b e a u t i f u l  book from himself  
and h i s  w i f e  of t h e  High S i e r r a .  It w a s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  Ansel Adams 
book, YoSemite-- 

Van Tyne: Yosemite and the  Range of Light?  



Jones : No, no, no. This was a very e a r l y  one. A t  any r a t e ,  w e  can f i l l  
i n  t h a t  t i t l e ;  I have i t  here  on the  s h e l f .  Iprobably a reference  
t o  Yosemite and t h e  S i e r r a  Nevada] And Preston - did te l l  m e  what 
went on a t  t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s  meeting. Then h e  s a i d ,  "And 
now, I am leaving the chairmanship and you a r e  t o  be t h e  next 
chairman of t h i s  chapter.  " And I s a i d ,  "Oh, no. 1 don't f e e l  tha t  
I have enough information about the  club,  probably not enough 
leadership expert ise."  And he s a i d ,  "Oh, yes,you have." So t h a t  
is what happened. The e l e c t i o n  was held ,  and I became chairman 
of the  chapter . 

Van Tyne: Y e s ,  s o  you gave up the  edi torship  then? 

Jones : I don't remember t h a t  I did.  I know t h a t  w e  had some kind of a 
sea rch  f o r  an e d i t o r ,  and I cannot remember who became the  e d i t o r .  

Van Tyne: How long w e r e  you chairman? You became chairman i n  '53-- 

Jones : I was chairman two and a hal f  years ,  and I ' v e  forgot ten  exactly how 
t h e  h a l f  -year happened. 

Van Tyne: You may have changed the  d a t e  of e l ec t ions?  

Jones : It could be. 

Van Tyne: It might w e l l  be. 

Jones : One of the  important things is t h a t  during t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of my 
chairmanship, I came smack up aga ins t  t h e  f i r s t  na t ional  S i e r r a  
Club preservat ion campaign and immediately plunged i n  and took a 
very a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h a t ,  and t h a t  was the  protec t ion of Dinosaur 
National Monument. 

Organization of t h e  Council, 1956 

Van Tyne: Y e s ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e a l l y  discuss tha t  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r .  Let ' s  
s t a y  wi th  i n t e r n a l  club matters  f o r  a while. 1 bel ieve  t h e  S i e r r a  
Cluh Council was s t a r t e d  i n  1956, and I know you were a delegate  
from the  Los Padres Chapter t o  th.e f i r s t  meeting of t h a t  council ,  
and you were e lec ted  chairman of t h e  council.  

Jones : Y e s ,  t he  way i n  which t h a t  took place  was i n t e r e s t i n g .  I was 
aware t h a t  there  had been di.scussions of having a committee o r  a 
group within the  na t iona l  organizat ion of the  club whichwould be 
a comnntnity of chapters  s o  t h a t  chapters  could sha re  t h e i r  problems 
and could take  some of the  workload off  the board of d i r e c t o r s .  
Nate Clark was one of t h e  chief helpers  i n  th.e organizat ion of t h e  
chapter council .  



Jones : 

Van Tyne.: 

Jones : 

Van Tyne: 

Jones : 

Van Tyne: 

Jones : 

Van Tyne: 

Jones : 

A t  any r a t e ,  one n igh t  coming home from a meeting, Ed Wayburn--I 
was s t a y i n g  wi th  t h e  Wayburns f o r  a meeting a t  t h a t  time--he s a i d ,  
"Please come i n  and s i t  down; I want t o  t a l k  t o  you i n  t h e  l i v i n g  
room." And h e  s a i d ,  "This group of chapters  i s  a very important  
e n t i t y  i n  t h e  club,  and we need someone who w f l l  p u l l  i t  toge ther ,  
a l l  t h e  s t a t e s ,  from New York state on through t o  Ca l i fo rn i a .  I 
w i l l  be  f rank .  I th ink  t h a t  you would make a good counc i l  f i r s t  
chairman. " And I was q u i t e  as tonished  a t  t h i s  sugges t ion ,  and I 
s a i d ,  "I w i l l  need s o  much help."  And h e  s a i d ,  'We w i l l  he lp  you. 
There a r e  many of us who w i l l  h e l p  you." 

As  I remember, there.  w e r e  about  twelve chap te r s  then? 

Perhaps. I j u s t  don ' t remember. 

I th ink  t h e r e  w e r e  twelve chapters ,  and I know t h a t  t h e  counci l  
was no t  t r y i n g  t o  r ep re sen t  j u s t  chapters ;  i t  a l s o  included 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from club committees. And I b e l i e v e  the re  w e r e  
probably about an  equal  number of c lub  committees represented .  
Mountaineering, a n d a t  t h a t  time t h e r e  was a n a t i o n a l  conserva t ion  
committee, membership committee, lodges and lands ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
committees. 

And my impression was t h a t  a b l e  l eade r sh ip  was ev iden t  i n  t h a t  f i r s t  
counci l .  One of t he  people who was very h e l p f u l  and q u i t e  c r i t i c a l  
was Randal Dickey, and Randal Dickey was t h e  c lub ' s  n a t i o n a l  
conserva t ion  chairman a t  t h a t  time. I apprec i a t ed  the  f a c t  t h a t  
h e  would be very  outspoken i n  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  way I ' d  handled a 
meeting o r  t h e  way I ' d  handled a p r o j e c t .  And Ed Wayburn cont inued 
t o  be one of t h e  s t a l w a r t  people t o  whom I f e l t  I could always tu rn .  

H e  would not  have been on t h e  counc i l  though. H e  was on t h e  board, 
r i g h t ?  

No, h e  was n o t  on the  counci l .  He was on t h e  s i d e l i n e s ,  on t h e  
board of d i r e c t o r s .  

Was Cicely Chr is ty  on t h e  counc i l  from t h e  very beginning? 

i/ i/ 

Y e s ,  she  was. And Cice ly  Chr i s ty  was t h e  most beloved person,  
I th ink ,  of anyone who w a s  on t h a t  counci l .  She was h e l p f u l ,  s h e  
had good judgement, and, a s  you have remarked i n  your o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  
s h  was a good eva lua to r  of people.  

My impression is t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club Council d i d  no t  have  
rough beginnings, t h a t  our  meet ings went smoothly; they were too 
long,  j u s t  too  much talk, and t h i s  is  what happened t o  chapter  
execut ive  committee meetings I no t i ced  on t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  



Jones : A t  t h a t  time--that year  of council  formation was 1956--it coincided 
wi th  my family and myself leaving Santa Barbara and moving 130 miles 
north t o  b e  near  my husband's ranch lands i n  Paso Robles, San Luis 
Obispo County, Cal i fornia .  So I was ad jus t ing  t o  a new town i n  
which t h e r e  was much s o c i a l  l i f e  and no i n t e r e s t  a t  a l l  i n  the  out- 
of-doors, nor i n  conservation. My f i r s t  impulse was not  t o  organize 
a chapter  i n  San Luis Opispo County b u t  t o  focus on t h i s  new respon- 
s i b i l i t y ,  the S i e r r a  Club Council. Whenever my husband and I took 
t r i p s  I took my typewriter  wi th  m e  and d id  a g r e a t  dea l  of corre-  
spondence. [b r i e f  tape  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

F i r s t  Council Chairman 

Van Tyne: How long were you counci l  chairman? 

Jones : I was council  chairman two yea r s  11956-19571, and those two years 
went w e l l .  W e  had a few smal l  impasses, but  they w e r e  resolved. 
A t  the end of two yea r s ,  I was asked t o  accept e l e c t i o n  t o  the  chair- 
manship f o r  a t h i r d  year .  Cicely Christy talked t o  me  about t h i s  and 
r e a l l y  r a t h e r  urged me t o  accept .  And I f e l t  very f i rm t h a t  S i e r r a  
Club o f f i c e s  should pass around. I was not f o r  long tenures on the  
board of d i r e c t o r s ,  nor long terms f o r  chapter  chairmen. I f e l t  
t h a t  the  club was doing such a c r e a t i v e  job t h a t  leadership  should 
cons tant ly  make i t s e l f  f l e x i b l e  t o  r ece ive  input  from new minds 
and new enthusiasm, even of new members, because I remembered how 
new I was t o  t h e  whole S i e r r a  Club concept when I came i n t o  the  
chairmanship of the  Los Padres Chapter. 

Van Tyne: Well, now, you w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  Paso Robles. That's i n  San Luis 
Obispo County. Was that p a r t  of t h e  Los Padres Chapter too? 

Jones : No, San Luis Obispo geographically was p a r t  of t h e  Los Padres 
Chapter, which covered then pr imar i ly  Santa Barbara County (where 
the  bulk  of i ts members were),  Ventura County, and San Luis Obispo 
County. 

Van Tyne: But the re  was no kind of club organizat ion i n  San Luis Obispo County 
when you moved there?  

Jones : Not even a loose  group of h i k e r s  who went outdoors together .  When 
I had been chairman of t h e  Los Padres Chapter, I had w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s  
myself t o  a l l  out ly ing members way up i n  a l l  p a r t s  of San Luis Obispo 
County because they d id  not  come t o  our meetings, and I wanted 
them t o  f e e l  t h a t  they were p a r t  of us.  I encouraged t h e m  t o  come. 

Meanwhile, Ventura County d i d  take an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  the  Los 
Padres Chapter. One reason is t h a t  geographically it's c lose r ,  i t  
was quicker f o r  people t o  g e t  t o  Santa Barbara meetings. There 



Jones : was a Sespe Hiking Club i n  Oja i  Valley of Ventura County, which 
eventual ly  gave up its s t a t u s  a s  a h ik ing  c lub  and joined the  Los 
Padres. Chapter . 

Van Tyne: In  a body? 

Jones : I n  a body, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

The S i e r r a  Club i n  San Luis 0bi.spo County 

Van Tyne: So s i n c e  we know t h a t  t h e r e  is a Santa Lucia Chapter t h a t  grew out  
of a Santa Lucia group, I presume you had something t o  do with t h e  
formation of t h a t  group. How d id  t h a t  come about? That was i n ,  I 
th ink ,  what, 1961? 

Jones : Yes, i t  was November t h e  n in th ,  1961, when a group of us--led by a 
young graduate s tuden t  whose. name was Jay. Hollidap, m e t  and decided 
t h a t  w e  would become a group, a formal group under the  Los Padres 
Chapter . 

I w i s h  I could remember a l l  t h e  people who w e r e  a t  t h a t  m e e t -  
ing ,  and I cannot. I would have t o  go back t o  t h e  minutes. A t  any 
r a t e ,  Jay Holl iday was young, e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  he was a b i o l o g i s t ,  and 
he was q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  accept  the  chairmanship and d id .  And I was 
e l ec ted  t o  the  vice-chairmanship, and I requested t h a t  the f i r s t  job 
I would l i k e  t o  do would be  t o  s t a r t  a b u l l e t i n ,  a monthly newsle t te r .  
And no one seemed t o  want t h a t  more than I did .  

Writing is one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  has come e a s i l y  t o  rmz. I n  
f a c t ,  back i n  my New York days I was a c t i v e  with t h e  Riverside 
Church and was e d i t o r  of t h e i r  youth b u l l e t i n .  

Kowever, w e  had a good out ings  chairman. Page was h i s  name, 
h i s  wi fe  was Sa l ly  Page and I be l i eve  she  was our f i r s t  group 
sec re ta ry .  And we immediately s e t  about planning a publ ic  h i k e  t o  
which w e  would i n v i t e  o the r s .  And t h i s  is a h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t -  
i ng  p o i n t ,  t h a t  t h e  very f i r s t  out ing,  h e l d  r i g h t  a f t e r  New Year's 
i n  January, was an out ing  t o  t h e  Nipomo Dunes. A man s a i d ,  "I know 
j u s t  t he  p lace  f o r  us  t o  go," and he took us t o  the Great Sand Dunes 
of sou th  San Luis Obispo County. Ue m e t  a t  Oso Flaco Lake and w e  
walked northward. That h i k e  h a s  been conducted every yea r  s i n c e ,  
i n  e a r l y  January soon a f t e r  New Year's.  This year  marked t h e  
twenty-second year  t h a t  i t  was conducted, and t h i s  pear  i s  1983. 

Van Tyne: I be l i eve  you subsequently became chairman of Santa Lucia? 



Jones : Yes, I was chairman f o r  two and a ha l f  terms, and t h e  way t h a t  
happened i s  t h a t  Jay Holliday got a job i n  biology and l e f t  t he  a rea  
a f t e r  he had been chairman only ha l f  a year .  So, being vice-chairman, 
I stepped i n t o  t h e  chairmanship. 

Let m e  see, t h a t  was t h e  year  1962, and I he ld  t h e  chairmanship 
f o r  two and a ha l f  terms. Now, 1962 was the  beginning of our aware- 
ness suddenly by a l i t t l e  newspaper a r t i c l e  t h a t  P a c i f i c  Gas and 
E l e c t r i c  Company-- 

Club P o l i t i c s  and the  Founding of t h e  Santa Lucla Chapter, 1968 

Van Tyne: Y e s ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  wind up on the  Santa Lucia g roup /chap~er ,  and then 
go back t o  some of these  conservat ion th ings .  Were y o u ~ p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  Santa Lucia group t o  subsequently become 
a chapter ,  which i t  did ,  a s  of the  f i r s t  of October, 1968? 

Jones :  hat's i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t he  da te .  

Van Tyne: I was Los Padres chapter  chairman a t  t h a t  t i m e .  So w e r e  you a c t i v e  
in-- 

Jones : I d id  not  want the  Santa Lucia group t o  become a sepa ra te  chapter .  
I had been t o  s o  many board of d i r e c t o r s '  meetings, I knew t h a t  the  
S i e r r a  Club board was overloaded wi th  & t a i l s ,  and w e  w e r e  a small 
chapter .  I f e l t  t h a t  t he  leadership  of t h e  Los Padres Chapter was 
t h e  b e s t  th ing  f o r  u s  t o  fol low, t h a t  w e  were not  q u i t e  ready t o  
f l y  from the  n e s t .  And my chief  reason f o r  t h a t  was t h e  burden 
on t h e  na t iona l  S i e r r a  Club of one more chapter  t o  which t o  send 
dues subventions and t o  pay f o r  a chairman and a council  representa-  
t i v e  t o  go t o  the  na t iona l  meetings. It seemed t o  m e  t h a t  i t  was 
p u t t i n g  an  unnecessary burden on t h e  n a t i o n a l  club. 

Van Tyne: W e l l ,  a t  that t i m e  you had j u s t  about 120 members i n  a county t h a t  
had a very small populat ion s o  t h a t  t h e r e  was no l ike l ihood  t h a t  
you w e r e  going t o  have a g r e a t  mass movement i n  San Luis  Obispo 
County. 

Jones : Y e s ,  I d id  not  envision us  growing quickly  i n t o  a l a r g e  chapter ,  
and t i m e  has proven that t h i s  is t rue .  Now, i t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  
this yea r  1983 w e  have one thousand members, bu t  t h e r e  is  not enough 
t o t a l  involvement of a l l  t hose  members. I ' m  th inking of how much - 
we need a new out ings  chairman because our out ings  chairman f e e l s  
t h a t  the  o f f i c e  should be  passed on, and I f e e l  that a l l  t he  
o f f i c e s  should b r ing  i n  new blood and new ideas .  W e  even have 
d i f f i c u l t y  f ind ing  memebers enough t o  make up a s l a t e  of candidates 
f o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  our chapter  execut ive  committee. 



Van Tyne: Well, a c t u a l l y ,  you know, when the  Santa Lucia group app l i ed ,  i t  
had t o  go through t h e  counc i l  f i r s t ,  and t h e  counc i l  unanimously 
voted down chapter  s t a t u s .  

Jones : It d i d  what? 

Van Tyne: The S i e r r a  Club Council voted a g a i n s t  chapter  s t a t u s  f o r  t h e  group; 
i t  w a s  t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s  who decided, and t h a t  was p a r t  of 
a power s t r u g g l e  t h a t  w a s  goilng on. 

Jones : Yes. There's something I want t o  go back and say .  When I became 
t h e  chairman of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Council--and t h i s  should be  i n s e r t e d  
back a t  t h e  beginning--my philosophy, which I spoke about  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  f r equen t ly ,  was, "We of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Council a r e  t h e  house- 
keepers  f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  CLub. Let u s  t ake  everything i n  t h e  way of 
i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f f  t h e  hands of t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s ,  everything 
r e l a t e d  t o  chapters ,  every th ing  we poss ib ly  can t h a t  is i n t e r n a l  
a f f a i r s .  " 

Van Tyne: And t h a t  of course is what t he  counc i l  is s t i l l  doing. 

Jones : Yes, and this seems t o  be l o g i c a l  t h a t  t he  b e s t  b r a i n s ,  t h e  top 
l eade r sh ip  of t h e  c lub ,  should concern i t s e l f  wi th  n a t i o n a l  ma t t e r s .  

Van Tyne: Well, now, I wouldn't s ay  t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  b e s t  b r a i n s  a l l  wound 
up on t h e  board; I t h i n k  t h e r e  are some p r e t t y  good ones on t h e  
counci l  myself. Out of t h e  counc i l  have come some of our  b e s t  board 
members. 

Jones : Very good. You know more about t h a t  than  I do. I haven ' t  followed 
t h a t  a s  much a s  you have. 

Van Tyne: Like  Kent G i l l ,  who had been t h e  counc i l  chairman and became board 
p r e s i d e n t ,  i s  I th ink  one of t h e  b e s t  we've had. 

A r e  you s t i l l  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Santa  Lucia group? 

Jones : Santa  Lucia Chapter! 

Van Tyne: Chapter.  I ' m  s o r r y .  

A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Chapter 

Jones : Yes, I am. I rep resen t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  parks  a c q u i s i t i o n  
of t h e  Nipomo Dunes, e igh teen  m i l e s  of our  b e a u t i f u l  s h o r e l i n e .  

Van Tyne: Yes, I j u s t  wondered whether you pa r . t i c ipa t ed  much i n  chapter  a c t i v i t y  
now o r  not .  



Jones : I am seventy-f ive now, and a h a l f .  Because of the d i s t ance  t h a t  I 
l i v e  from t h e  meetings of t h e  chapter ,  I l i v e  a  round t r i p  of about 
thr i ty-seven,  th i r ty -e igh t  m i l e s ,  I l i v e  even f u r t h e r  than t h a t  
from conservat ion committee meetings, I do not  any longer go r egu la r ly  
up t o  San Luis Obispo f o r  meetings of t h e  executive committee and 
t h e  conservat ion committee. Once i n  a  while  I go, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  
t h e r e ' s  an emergency r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  dunes o r  some o the r  emergency. 
I do t ake  p a r t  i n  o ther  S i e r r a  Club concerns of a  conservat ion 
nature.  Sometimes t h i s  is t i e d  i n  wi th  t h e  Ca l i fo rn ia  Native P l a n t  
Society.  

For ins t ance ,  t he re  was a  tremendous development planned i n  an 
a rea  where t h e  water  problem is very c r i t i c a l ,  where the re  a r e  r a r e  
and endangered p l a n t s ,  and t h e  S i e r r a  Club d idn ' t  want t h e  develop- 
ment, t h e  Ca l i fo rn ia  Native P lan t  Socie ty  chapter  i n  San L u i s  Obispo 
County d id  not  want the  r a r e ,  endangered p l a n t s  t o  b e  d is turbed by 
t h i s  development, s o  I sometimes a,lmost wear two h a t s ,  b u t  I do work 
f o r  ba th  organizat ions.  And the organiza t ions  work w e l l  together .  

F i r s t  Conservation E f f o r t s  of t h e  Los Padres Chapter 

Van Tyne: We've t a l k e d  about t h e  i n t e r n a l  organiza t ion ,  and you've been involved 
i n  i t  from a way back, le t ' s  go back t o  some of t h e  conservat ion 
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  going on a l l  this t i m e .  You mentioned e a r l i e r  
t h e  f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  campaign on which you worked. It was t o  save  
Dinosaur National  Monument from dams. Do you want t o  t a l k  a  l i t t l e  
b i t  about t h a t ?  

Jones : W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  very personal .  I was chairman of t h e  Los Padres 
Chapter, and w e  had a t  t h a t  time 150 m e m b e r s ,  and I decided t h a t  t h e  
most e f f e c t i v e  th ing  I could do was t o  w r i t e  a  personal  letter t o  
each one. I handwrote 150 letters, and I decided t h a t  I would do i t  
a l l  day and a l l  n i g h t  and keep on u n t i l  I f in i shed .  And t o  each one 
I s a i d ,  "I am w r i t i n g  150 l e t t e r s  ton igh t ,  asking you t o  w r i t e  f ive . "  
And I gave them the names and addresses  of people t o  w r i t e  t o ,  who 
should be influenced . 

I n  thatcampaign,one of t h e  th ings  w e  d id  was t o  g e t  Martin 
L i t t o n  t o  come t o  Santa Barbara. W e  secured a very  l a r g e  pub l i c  
h a l l ,  t h e  Armory. H i s  p i c tuzes  of Dinosaur were exc i t ing ,  and t h e  
music was the  music of - D i e  Walkiire, and i t  was s o  e f f e c t i v e .  Oh, 
you j u s t  f e l t  a s  i f  you were h u r t l i n g  down that r i v e r .  Now, we 
d idn ' t  charge f o r  that; t h a t  was pure  come-one-come-all. And i f  
I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  w e  d id  f i l l  t h a t  h a l l .  

Van Tyne: Did you g e t  any members from t h a t  campaign? 



That I cannot remember. Jones: 

Van Tyne: 

Jones : 

Van 5 n e :  

Jones : 

Van Tyne: 

Jones : 

Van Tyne: 

Jones : 

Van Tyne: 

Jones : 

Van Tyne: 

This was r e a l l y  the  f i r s t  t i m e  the  S i e r r a  Club was making a pub l i c  
bow here .  

Yes. And, oh yes ,  I do want t o  mention t h a t  from t h e  moment I became 
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, from t h e  Los Padres Chapter days, I decided 
t h a t  the  media was important.  This may have come from my work i n  r a d i o  
i n  New York. I was f a m i l i a r  wi th  media channels,  and s o  I made i t  a 
po in t  t o  go t o  t h e  newspaper, i n v i t e  a r e p o r t e r  t o  come, and i f  they 
s a i d  they couldn ' t  come, o f f e r  t o  s i t  down and d iscuss  d e t a i l s  of some 
problem, whether i t  was a housing development o r  Dinosaur National 
Monument. And t h i s  has been one of the  most va luable  e f f o r t s  of my 
e n t i r e  conservat ion l i f e  s o  f a r .  

Was the  chapter  a c t i v e  on l o c a l  i s s u e s ,  o r  d id  i t  have t o  be b i g  
na t iona l  th ings  before  they go t  involved? 

You mean i n  Santa Barbara? 

I n  Santa Barbara. 

I do remember going t o  a Fores t  Service  hearing,  and I: am n o t  s u r e  
whether it  meant a l t e r i n g  Fores t  Service  boundaries o r  what i t  was. 
I would have t o  go way back in-- 

I j u s t  wondered how much the chapter  may have been doing on l o c a l  
i s s u e s .  

But one th ing  a l s o  which I personal ly  be l i eve  i n  and t r i e d  t o  expla in  
t o  the  chapter  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and fol low through on was the  f a c t  t h a t  
I bel ieved w e  should make f r i e n d s  with pub l i c  e n t i t i e s  such a s  the  
Fores t  Service  and the  Bureau of Land Management. And ea r ly  i n  my 
days a s  chairman I made an  appointment and went t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of 
t h e  supervisor  of Los Padres National Fores t  and s a t  down and ta lked  
wi th  him about our problems. I n  those days i t  seems t o  ue t h a t  t he  
condor problem was being discussed i n  the  1950s. 

It probably was. 

And Gus Rickel was a very f i n e  supervisor  of Los Padres National  
Fores t .  He became a S i e r r a  Club member. Our f r i endsh ip  continued 
u n t i l  h i s  death.  The yea r s  went by and i t  pleased  me when B i l l  
Hanson, f o r  in s t ance ,  supervisor  of Los Padres National Fores t ,  
became a member too ,  because t h i s  was one of t h e  th ings  tfiat I had 
worked on. 

Well, i t  pleased m e  when B i l l  became a member, a l s o .  I was his 
spons.or . 



Jones : W h e t h e r o r  not  w e  can always ag ree  i s  less important  than  t h e  f a c t  
tha t  w e  can t a l k  t oge the r ,  without  h i t t i n g  each. o the r !  [br i . e f  t a p e  
i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

Wilderness i n  the Los Padres  Nat ional  Fo res t  

Van Tyne: I guess  you would have le f t  Santa Barbara by t h e  t i m e  t h e  San Rafae l  
Wilderness came up. 

Jones : I had moved away from Santa Barbara,  b u t  I went back f o r  t he  San 
Rafae l  Wilderness hear ings .  I a t t ended  and gave test imony f o r  t he  
wi lderness .  

Van 5 n e :  The Wilderness Act, of course ,  was passed i n  1964. 

Jones : And 1964 w a s  such a n  important  yea r ,  b u t  be fo re  t h a t  I had been very  
aware of wi lderness .  I had walked, no t  only h iked  with groups, l e d  
overn ights ,  l e d  week-long t r i p s  back i n  t he  San Rafael  Wilderness,  
bu t  I had l e d  groups up i n t o  the  Ventana Wilderness of Monterey 
County. I used t o  t a k e  my c h i l d r e n ,  even though they were very 
young, i n t o  Monterey County t o  camp, and I had a f e e l i n g  t h a t  w e  
should r each  o u t  f o r  wi lderness  wherever w e  could f i n d  i t  o r  wherever 
i t  could happen some day, s u c h  a s  Lopez Canyon h e r e  i n  San Luis 
Obispo County. 

When I came t o  San Luis  Obispo County one of my f i r s t  u rgencies  
was, "I must g e t  t o  know t h i s  Lopez Canyon; i t  could be a wi lderness  
SO= day. " 

Van 5 n e :  Were you a c t i v e  i n  t h e  work t o  get-- 

Jones : Actua l ly  I would s a y  I was not-- 

Van Tyne: I s n ' t  i t  c a l l e d  t h e  Santa  Lucia Wilderness now.? 

Jones : Y e s ,  t h e  Santa  Lucia  Wilderness.  

Van Tyne: But o r i g i n a l l y  I remember i t  being r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Lopez Wilderness.  

Jones : Y e s .  I would s a y  t h a t  I played a minor r o l e ,  except  t h a t  I d i d  go 
t o  hear ings  and g i v e  testimony about t h e  San Rafae l  Wilderness 
because I knew i t  s o  w e l l .  I could g e t  up and say ,  "I know t h i s  
land. I ' v e  been t h e r e  on f o o t ,  and I ' v e  taken o t h e r s  there ."  

The same w a s  t r u e  of t he  Ventana Wilderness i n  Monterey County, 
which is a l s o  w i t h i n  t h e  very  l a r g e  Los Padres  Nat iona l  Fo res t ;  I 
had been t h e r e  on f o o t ;  I ' d  camped t h e r e  with my fami ly ,  w i t h  o t h e r s ;  
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I had urged people t o  go t h e r e ;  s o  I went up t o  Sa l inas  t o  hear ings  
on t h a t ,  and I wrote l e t t e r s .  But as f a r  as doing a g r e a t  d e a l  as 
an a c t i v i s t ,  t h a t  is not  t rue .  

With. regard t o  t h e  Santa Lucia Wilderness, which o r i g i n a l l y  
was c a l l e d  the Lopez Canyon Wilderness, I took a g r e a t  p a r t  i n  i t  
at  f i r s t - - t h a t  is i n  the  la te  1950s and some of t h e  1960s. I l e d  
t r i p s  t h a t  were r a t h e r  unusual t r i p s .  W e  would start  a t  one end of 
t h e  canyon way t o  t h e  n o r t h  on top of Cuesta Ridge; people would 
h ike  down i n t o  t h e  canyon and through the  three-mile l eng th ,  and 
then  w e  would have t h i s  twenty-mile s h u t t l e  t o  pick them up a t  the 
bottom, s o  t h a t  people would become f a m i l i a r  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
Lopez Canyon i t s e l f .  Although l i v i n g  i n  San Luis Obispo County, 
h ik ing  a g r e a t  dea l ,  I d id  know the  country w e l l  and I knew a l l  t h e  
area which was hopeful ly t o  be  included i n  what was eventual ly  c a l l e d  
t h e  Santa Lucia Wilderness. 

And that came about,  I be l i eve ,  i n  19801 

O h ,  before t h a t .  The b i l l  i n  Congress reques t ing  wilderness 
des ignat ion  was s igned by Pres ident  Car t e r  i n  February, 1978. 

You s a i d  you worked hard f o r  t h e  Lopez Wilderness only a t  f i r s t ?  

Well, t h e  reason t h a t  I d i d n ' t  work ha rde r  on i t  l a t e r  on i s  because 
way back i n  t h e  s i x t i e s  when t h e r e  became such stress i n  our chapter  
over  whether o r  not  PG&E should b u i l d  t h e i r  atomic power p l a n t  
down i n  t h e  sand dunes-- 

Y e s ,  and w e ' l l  t a l k  about th.e Nipomo Dunes later. 

But t h i s  ties i n  w i t h  t h i s  wilderness.  Fle had an agreement. Lee 
Wilson and I had a g r e a t ,  h o t  argument about t h e  dunes one day i n  
h i s  pickup, going up t o  t h e  Lopez Wilderness f o r  a group h ike ,  and 
I s a i d ,  "I have an  i d e a ,  Lee. Why don't  youwork on t h e  Lopez 
Canyon Wilderness. J, w i l l  work on t h e  sand dunes. You s t a y  out  of 
t h e  sand dune campaign, I ' l l  s t a y  out  of your Lopez Canyon campaign, 
but  I want you t o  know I support  you a l l  t h e  way ." And, up t o  a 
po in t ,  t h i s  was c a r r i e d  out .  I do no t  f e e l  t h a t  he c a r r i e d  out  h i s  
p a r t  of t h e  bargain as much as h e  should have. He d id  too  much t a l k  
a g a i n s t  s t a t e  park s t a t u s  f o r  t h e  dunes, and he favored t h e  dunes 
a s  a l o c a t i o n  f o r  PG&E1s nuclear  p l a n t  r a t h e r  than Diablo Canyon. 

Right now, t h e  Santa Lucia Chapter is pushing hard f o r  t h e  Machesna 
Mountain wi lderness ,  a r e n ' t  they? 

Y e s ,  and i f  only t h e  would inc lude  the. Garcia Mountain wilderness.  

Van 5 n e :  Haven't they? 



Jones : No, not  any longer.  Garcia Mountain has been dropped out  of the  
b i l 1 , ' a n d  they don ' t  mentfon i t  anymore, and the  reason is-- 

Van 5 n e :  Well, is t h a t  a p o l i t i c a l  reason? 

Jones : It's an e f f o r t  t o  ge t  the  wilderness a t  a l l .  I f  we ask  f o r  both 
Garcia and Machesna, the  f e e l i n g  is t h a t  w e ' l l  l o s e  a l l  of i t .  So 
they s e t t l e d  on j u s t  Machesna, but  a s  f o r  Garcia Mountain, here 
again,  I ' v e  walked over i t ,  I ' ve  backpacked over  i t ,  l e d  o the r s  
there ,  and both of these  a r e a s  I know. They a r e  both de f a c t o  
wi lderness  of q u a l i t y .  Lee Wilson is  doing, I understand, a good 
job on t h i s  wilderness i n  San Luis  Obispo County. H e  has t r ave led  
t o  Washington, D.C., a t  h i s  own expense t o  promote wilderness here!  
I wish i t  could go even f u r t h e r .  I wish our  wilderness e f f o r t s  
could inc lude  Freeborn Mountain and Hubbard H i l l ,  bu t  because a 
road runs between them, they don' t  exact ly  q u a l i f y ;  they ' re  both 
BLM land over i n  Ca l i fo rn ia  Valley a t  t he  e a s t  s i d e  of San Luis 
Obispo County. 

But, you know, there. should be a category f o r  such p laces .  
Freeborn Mountain is j u s t  a marvelous mountain. It's on the  edge 
of Ca l i fo rn ia  Valley, and Hubbard H i l l  ad jo ins  i t .  



I11 NIPOMO DUNES, DIABLO CANYON, PG&E, 1962-1983 

F i r s t  Threat  t o  t h e  Dunes///, 

Van Tyne: W e  mentioned something about  t h e  Dunes. L e t ' s  r e a l l y  t a l k  about i t  
now, t h e  whole campaign, what i t  s t a r t e d  wi th ,  when i t  s t a r t e d ,  
a l l  the t h i n g s  t h a t  have been involved.  I know t h e r e ' s  Diablo 
Canyon, t h e r e ' s  t h e  sand mining, t h e r e ' s  ORV use  of state parks ,  
and s o  on and s o  f o r t h .  But you t ake  i t  from t h e  beginning. 

Jones : A l l  r i g h t ,  I w i l l .  The Santa  Lucia Group of t h e  Los Padres Chapter 
no t iced  a l i t t l e  i t e m ,  a very  s m a l l  i t e m  no t  more than about t h r e e  
inches  long i n  a l o c a l  San Luis Ohispo County newspaper t h a t  P a c i f i c  
Gas and E l e c t r i c  Company had bought land  i n  s o u t h  San Luis  Obispo 
County where they had hopes of bu i ld ing  an atomic power p l a n t .  
( I  b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  what w e  c a l l e d  i t  i n  those  days.)  This was i n  
t h e  yea r  1962. Immediately, w e  i n  t he  club who had been t o  t h e  
dunes f o r  t h e  f i r s t  walk of t h e  Santa Lucia group down a t  Oso 
Flaco Lake i n  January of 1962 were a l e r t e d  and alarmed. Those 
b e a u t i f u l  sand dunes, would t h a t  become an i n d u s t r i a l  complex? 

There w e . r e  t hose  who s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  Union O i l  Company has  the 
Santa  Maria Refinery i n  the dunes. " "Well, l1 o t h e r s  answered, 
" t h a t ' s  back on t h e  edge of Highway 1." "Well, i t ' s  s t i l l  dunes. 
How is the land  down t h e r e  zoned?" And w e  went t o  t h e  planning 
department;  i t  was zoned. M2. M2 i s  t h e  h e a v i e s t ,  s t i n k i e s t , n o i s i e s t ,  
d u s t i e s t  type of i ndus t ry ,  t h e  most p o l l u t i n g ,  the most undes i r ab le  
imaginahle,  and t h a t  was t h e  category of zoning which was on t h e  
e n t i r e  dune a r e a .  By t h e  e n t i r e  dune a r e a ,  let 's  t a l k  about from 
Pismo Beach . in  gene ra l  down t o  Mussel Po in t  i n  Santa  Barbara 
County, because t h a t  is one continuous s t r e t c h  of dunes, even 
though. i t  i s  pi.erced by t h e  Santa  Maria River which d iv ides  
Santa  Barbara County and San Luis  County, and i t  is p i e rced  by 
Oso Flaco Creek and by Arroyo Grande Creek. And i ts nor thern  
boundary is Pismo Creek a t  t h e  c i t y  of Pismo. 



Jones : This newspaper i t e m  s t imu la t ed  our  t a l k  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  on any 
h i k e  which I went on, and I went on p r a c t i c a l l y  every  one t h a t  t h e  
Santa  Lucia group had, I br0ugh.t up t h i s  matter of a PG&E proposa l  
t o  bui . ld  an atomic power p l a n t  i n  t h e  dunes as a d i scuss ion  dur ing  
lunch period.  And then  I would go t o  a newspaper, e i t h e r  t h e  Paso 
Robles newspaper o r  t h e  San L u i s  Obispo Telegram Tribune, and I 
developed a correspondence r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  s o u t h  county 
paper ,  t h e  Five-Cit ies '  Times-Press-Recorder t h a t  covered Pismo 
Beach, S h e l l  Beach, Grover Ci ty ,  Oceano, and Arroyo Grande, a s  
w e l l  as Nipomo. That was 1962, 

And t h e  p o i n t  of going t o  t h e  newspapers w i t h  my comments 
dur ing  a lunch per iod  on a h i k e  w a s  t o  cons t an t ly  g e t  nagging 
l i t t l e  items i n t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  a group of S i e r r a  Club 
people was concerned about  t h i s  purchase of l and ,  of PG&E buying 
1100 a c r e s  from t h e  Union O i l  Company, dune l and  t h a t  r a n  a l l  t he  
way from Highway 1 t o  t h e  beach. 

And w e  d i scussed  t h e  land.  W e  s a i d ,  "How c l eve r .  The p o i n t  
of t h e  l and  touches Highway 1, a highway t h a t  they  can make use of  
i n  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i a l  p l ans .  It c ros ses  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e  Southern 
P a c i f i c  mainl ine;  how c l e v e r ,  they have t h e  use  of t h e  r a i l r o a d .  
And i t  touches t h e  ocean, and they are say ing  t h a t  they need water 
f o r  cool ing ,  and t h a t ' s  where they ' r e  going t o  g e t  i t ,  out  of t h e  
ocean. " 

W e  went down and had a look  a t  t h e  land a t  one p o i n t .  And 
'62 became '63, and i n  January of '63 t h e r e  w a s  a group of r e a l t o r s  
who had a s h o r e l i n e  development organiza t ion .  They d i d n ' t  exac t ly  
s ay  they were r e a l t o r s ;  they  gave t h e  impression t h a t  they were 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t he  beauty of t h e  coas t .  The luncheon had as one 
speaker  a man from Sacramento, t h e  s t a t e  Department of Parks and 
Recreat ion who was head of p u b l i c  information;  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  
educa t iona l  d i r e c t o r  of s t a t e  Parks and Beaches, which a t  t h a t  
t i m e  was c a l l e d  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  Parks and Beaches. 

PG&E Attempts t o  G e t  Support 

Jones : I was i n v i t e d  t o  t h i s  luncheon and asked t o  sit a t  t h e  speake r ' s  
t a b l e  bes ide  t h i s  man from t h e  state parks ,  who was t h e  speaker  
of t h e  luncheon i n  Morro Bay. H e  t a lked  about  t h e  va lues  of shore-  
l i n e  and beauty of s h o r e l i n e  and t h a t  i t  should a l l  be state parks .  
He  and I had good conversa t ion  during lunch. Also i n  h i s  t a l k  
he  spoke w e l l .  



Jones : Then, a s  I l e f t  the  speaker 's  t a b l e  and was going down through t h e  
room, a man came up t o  me ,  and then there  were four  men wi th  him 
surrounding me; and the  man who approached me s a i d ,  "Are you 
M r s .  Jackson of Paso ~ o b l e s ? "  And I s a i d ,  'Yes. l1 And he s a i d ,  
11 You're t h e  one who has been p u t t i n g  some i tems i n  newspapers about 
t h e  plans of PG&E f o r  an atomic power p lan t  down i n  t h e  sand dunes, 
i n  t h a t  wasteland down a t  t h e  south  end of t h e  county, the  sand 
dunes?" And I s a i d ,  "Yes, who a r e  you?" And he looked around a t  
t he  o the r  men and he  s a i d ,  "Ne a r e  PG&E. l1 And I s a i d ,  "Great, 
l e t ' s  ge t  acquainted." And he s a i d ,  "Well, t h a t ' s  what we'd l i k e  
t o  do. W e  would l i k e  t o  come t o  your home and t a l k  i t  over with 
you sometime. l1 

And I s a i d ,  "Well, I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  i t  over wi th  you, but  
not  a t  my home and not  by myself. I would sugges t  t h a t  you come 
t o  a S i e r r a  Club meeting of t h e  executive committee of t h e  Santa 
Lucia group of  t h e  Los Padres Chapter." And they looked a t  each 
o t h e r ,  and the  speaker s a i d ,  "I don't  th ink  t h a t  would work out ,  
t h a t  might involve  too many people." And I s a i d ,  ''Well, then how 
about coming t o  a meeting of our conservation committee, because 
our concern is a conservat ion one. These a r e  not  only scen ic  
dunes, bu t  they 're s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  valuable.  l1 And he s a i d ,  ''Well, 
t h e r e  again i t  involves a committee." And I s a i d ,  "Well, you're a 
group. l1 And he s a i d ,  "Well, j u s t  two of us could come. l1 And I 
s a i d ,  "Well, then the  conservat ion chairman and somebody from t h e  
committee and myself .I1  And he s a i d ,  "1 don' t  know." 

I s a i d ,  "Have you ever  been down on your land i n  the  dunes?" 
H e  s a i d ,  "I haven' t ,"  and he turned t o  t h e  o t h e r  men, and none of 
them had. And I s a i d ,  "It seems t o  me t h a t  you r e a l l y  should know 
what you've got down there ;  it 's j u s t  remarkable. I ' m  going t o  
suggest  t h a t  the  conservat ion chairman of our chapter  and I i n v i t e  
you on a t r i p  down onto your land. l1 And he s a i d ,  "Well, w e ' l l  have 
t o  th ink  about tha t . "  And I s a i d ,  "Yes, l e t ' s  do it." So h e  
s a i d ,  "We'll go back t o  San Francisco, and w e ' l l  be  i n  touch wi th  
you wi th in  t en  days . I1  

This came about. And on the  day of the  t r i p ,  t h e  conservat ion 
chairman and I m e t  t h i s  man, whose name was Kenneth. Diercks, and 
PG&E1s lands a c q u i s i t i o n  manager o r  land manager from t h e i r  
San Francisco o f f i c e .  

W e  went t o  t h e i r  o f f i c e  i n  San Luis  Obispo and m t  them 
there .  We l e f t  our c a r  the re ,  and w e  went i n  t h e i r  c a r  down t o  
Oso Flaco Lake. I had t o l d  them the  n ight  before  when they came 
t o  town, I had c a l l e d  them and s a i d ,  "Be s u r e  t o  wear somecomfortable 
outdoor c lo thes  and comfortable shoes.  I suggest  tennis  shoes. 
And w e ' l l  s e e  you. l1 



Jones : W e  m e t  them there .  They had new cotton s l acks  and new tennis shoes, 
but no ha t s .  W e  s t a r t e d  walking. We walked from Oso Flaco Lake 
northward f o r  t h r e e  miles u n t i l  w e  got  t o  t h e i r  land. Meanwhile, 
i t  was a b e a u t i f u l  day; God was pouring everything i n t o  our l a p  
t o  make a display of t h e i r  land t o  them. From t h e i r  land, which w e  
walked about on a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and i t  was a beau t i fu l  p iece  and p a r t  
of i t  s t i l l  is except f o r  off-road vehic les ,  then w e  went out  t o  
t h e  beach and c i r c l e d  back t o  Oso Flaco, a l toge the r  a walk of about 
seven miles--and they w e r e  p r e t t y  bushed; they were s o  red with sun- 
bum t h a t  i t  wasn't funny! 

And w e  got i n t o  t h e i r  car;  we were a l l  hungry, and we went t o  
t h e  Far Western Restaurant i n  nearby Guadalupe, which was only 
th ree  miles down Highway 1. W e  a l l  ordered, and I s a i d  t o  them, 
"Now, w e  a r e  picking up our own check of course." And they s a i d ,  
11 Oh, no, you ' re  our guests .  l1 And I s a i d ,  "No, le t  i t  never be sa id  
t h a t  you took us on a t r i p  down t o  your land and then you bought 
us  lunch, because anything tha t  we would say could be confusing. l1 

This was the  beginning of the  b a t t l e .  

The next  th ing t h a t  happened t h a t ' s  ma te r i a l  is t h a t  I d e f i n i t e l y  
kept on t a lk ing  a t  a l l  public meetings about the beauty of t h i s  land 
and the  determination t o  bu i ld  a g rea t  i n d u s t r i a l  complex where i t  
d idn ' t  belong. 

But the  next  th ing t h a t  very soon happened was an o f f e r  i n  
1964 I th ink  i t  was. No, i t  was 1963, by PG&E. They sa id ,  'Be 
would l i k e  t o  take  you t o  see our Humboldt p lant ,  which is going t o  
be atomically powered1' (or going t o  be powered with nuclear f u e l )  
I I t o  a l l a y  your fea r s . "  I should mention meanwhile Fred E i s s l e r  i n  
Santa Barbara had taken i t  upon himself t o  help  me with a g rea t  deal  
of educative p r in ted  material about the  horrors  of atomic power 
p lan t  f a i l u r e s  and atomic power plant  accidents  i n  various places 
i n  the  world. One i n  Idaho, one i n  England, I can remember, because 
they were very graphical ly  described. 

And I was extremely disquie ted  about t h e  type of industry t h a t  
t h i s  was, and I could understand why they w e r e  choosing such .a  
remote p a r t  of our county f o r  t h e i r  i n d u s t r f a l  p ro jec t .  

Van Tyne: Did the  club have any pos i t ion  on nuclear  power a t  t h a t  time? 

Jones : Oh,no, not any. I n  f a c t ,  among t h e  public I would say tha t  the re  
was q u i t e  a d iv i s ion  of a t t i t u d e .  Many people looked upon nuclear 
power a s  a godsend, t h a t  t h i s  w a s  some clean,  new thing tha t  was 
coming out  of a mineral i n  the  e a r t h  and t h a t  i t  was going t o  
replace  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  gas and s t rugg les  f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  and i t  was 
going t o  save bui ld ing dams i n  our precious high country, t h e  
S i e r r a  Nevada. W e  would no longer have dams f o r  e l e c t r i c  power, 
we could j u s t  have these  i n d u s t r i a l  p lan t s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  places.  



Jones : Then t h e r e  were a few people  wh-o had t h e  message, which apparent ly  
Fred E i s s l e r  was i n  touch. w i th ,  because h e  cons t an t ly  s e n t  me  
in format ion ,  and i t  seemed t o  be documentary i n  type. I t  was 
s e r i o u s  enough t h a t  i t  was most d i s q u i e t i n g .  And I n a t u r a l l y  passed 
t h i s  on t o  PG&E. W e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  
Kenneth Diercks and myself. 

Meanwhile, t h e r e  came i n t o  my hands i n  e a r l y  1963, i t  could 
have been l a t e  1962, a bookle t  c a l l e d  A V i s i t  t o  t h e  Atomic Park, 
w r i t t e n  by David E. Pesonen, who I understood was a graduate  s t u d e n t  
a t  UC Berkeley i n  f o r e s t r y ,  and he had taken  i t  upon himself  t o  
oppose PG&E a t  Bodega Bay. And t h i s  bookle t  was an  account of  
t h a t  s t r u g g l e .  And Kenneth Diercks was one of t he  ch i e f  c h a r a c t e r s  
who took p a r t  i n  those  nego t i a t i ons .  Apparently,  he was t h e r e f o r e  
ass igned  by t h e  company t o  me. 

Now, I don' t want t o  g ive  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  I am the  only 
one who worked on t h e  i d e a  of p re se rva t ion  of  t h e  dunes, because 
t h e r e  was h e l p  from many q u a r t e r s .  But f i r s t  I 'll go on wi th  t h i s  
t r i p  b r i e f l y .  

Kenneth Diercks,  r ep re sen t ing  PG&E, s a i d ,  "We w i l l  t a k e  you t o  
Eureka t o  see our Humboldt power p l a n t ,  and you may i n v i t e  any f i v e  
people you wish. We w i l l  f l y  you up t h e r e ,  and w e ' l l  show you the  
p l a n t ,  and your f e a r s  w i l l  be  a l layed .  [ b r i e f  t a p e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  
when telephone r i n g s  J 

So I i n v i t e d  f i r s t  of a l l  Fred E i s s l e r ,  and he  s a i d ,  "Def in i te ly  
no, I w i l l  n o t  go on s u c h  a t r i p ,  and i f  you go you w i l l  be  snowed 
completely,  and you w i l l  b e  i n  t h e i r  nuc lear  bag." Secondly, I 
i g v i t e d  our  conserva t ion  chairman of t h e  Santa  Lucia group, who 
accepted.  I i n v i t e d  my husband, Duncan Jackson, who has  a n  a s t u t e  
mind and was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t .  And I i n v i t e d  our  state 
s e n a t o r ,  Vernon Sturgeon, who happened t o  have been a f r i e n d  of 
ours  i n  Paso Robles. And I i n v i t e d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  people i n  our  
Santa  Lucia group of t he  Los Padres Chapter of t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

Without going i n t o  a g r e a t  d e a l  of d e t a i l ,  we went t o  San 
Franc isco  and were pu t  on an  a i r p l a n e  wi th  Kenneth Diercks,  and 
we went t o  Humboldt and we.re given a very  n i c e  t ime and love ly  
h . o s p i t a l i t y .  We went t o  th.e atomic power p l a n t ,  p u t  on wh i t e  
s u i t s ,  and w e r e  t r e a t e d  with. g r e a t  c a r e ,  which couldn ' t  h e l p  b u t  
make an  impression.  The whole exper ience  f i l l e d  one with a w e  
a t  what was going on h e r e  chemically.  And t h e  grave express ions  
on t h e  f aces  of the. many young men who were ope ra t ing  t h e  p l a n t  
gave one pause. 

I' d l i k e  t o  jump t o  another  p a r t  of t h i s .  When w e  came back 
i n  t he  p r i v a t e  a i r p l a n e  wi th  v a r i o u s  people r e l a t e d  t o  PG&E, I 
no t i ced  s i t t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  a i s l e  from m e  a man t o  whom I ' d  been 



Jones: introduced, who was t h e  s a f e t y  engineer of t h e  Humboldt p lan t .  
And I s a i d  t o  Kenneth Diercks, "May I go over and s i t  beside 
M r .  Safety Engineer? I ' d  enjoy t a lk ing  t o  him about a th ing o r  
two." And with some h e s i t a t i o n  Kenneth Diercks s a i d ,  'Why, yes. 11 

So I s a i d ,  "Thank you," and went promptly across  the  a i s l e  i n  
the  a i rp lane  and s a t  with the s a f e t y  engineer, of whom the f i r s t  
quest ion I asked was t h i s  : "What is  your background f o r  handling 
such a responsible job as  s a f e t y  engineer of an atomic power 
p lant?"  And he s a i d ,  "I had six months of a i r  conditioning a t  
CalPoly." That's Cal i fornia  Polytechnic S t a t e  Universi ty i n  
San Luis Ohispo, Cal i fornia .  

I r a t h e r  caught my breath. a t  t h i s .  We continued to  t a l k ,  but  
my impression was t h a t  the  man did not  have the  education f o r  such 
a job a s  t h e  responsibi l i . ty  of a nuclear power p lan t .  

This t r i p  concluded, and a s  soon a s  I got  home and walked 
i n  the  door of my.house, before  I even took off  my coat ,  I telephoned 
Fred Eissler i n  Santa Barbara because he. was the conservation chai r -  
man of th.e e n t i r e  Los Padres chapter ,  t o  which. our Santa Lucia group 
belonged, and I f e l t  my f i r s t  obl igat ion was t o  repor t  t o  him. I 
was always reaching f o r  help  and f o r  those above me i n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
wi th in  the  S i e r r a  Cluh, because t h i s  seemed t o  m e  a l a r g e  and 
important p ro jec t .  

Fred Eissler's response, when I t o l d  him about t h e  t r i p ,  was, 
''Well, you have been snowed; I can see t h a t ,  and I knew t h a t  t h a t  
would happen, and I 'm not goi.ng t o  have anything t o  do with. your 
carryings-on with. Pac i f i c  Gas and E l e c t r i c  Company. " 

And I s a i d ,  "Well, Fred, I have come t o  a very d i f f i c u l t  
decision on t h i s  t r i p  coming home from Humboldt County, and t h a t  
is t h a t  I do no t  have physics i n  my col lege  t r a in ing ,  I do not  have 
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  background f o r  understanding the hazards of nuclear  
waste, the  t h r e a t s  of nuclear power, bu t  I be l i eve  t h a t  t h i s  campaign 
can be won on the things t h a t  a r e  the re  and t h a t  I do know and t h a t  
I can recognize. I am going t o w o r k  on the s c i e n t i z c  values and 
t h e  scen ic  beauty of the  Nipomo Dunes. I a m  going t o  do my bes t  
t o  ge t  t o  know t h e  people i n  PG&E, and I want them t o  know S i e r r a  
Club people, and I am going t o  suggest  t h a t  a l l  of us t r y  to  
educate - PG&E t o  change t h e i r  plans and leave the  land of San Luis 
Obispo County alone; eventual ly ,  hopefully,  dispose of t h e i r  dune 
land,  and leave i t  f o r  s t a t e  park acqu i s i t ion  to  be added t o  what 
s h a l l  he  one of the  g r e a t e s t  coas ta l  s t a t e  parks i n  Cal i fornia ,  
t h e  Pismo-to-Point S a l  complex. This has been i n  t h e  minds of 
s e v e r a l  d i r e c t o r s  of Parks and Recreation whom I have known, and 
t h i s  is what I plan t o  do. " 

H e  s a i d ,  "You w i l l  fai.1. Education won't work with PG&E, 
and the.refore I w i l l  continue t o  a l e r t  people t o  th.e hazards of 
having nuclear power anywhere around." Ibr ief  tape in ter rupt ion]  



Jones : I f e l t  very  a lone  i n  th i . s  campaign, and w a s  very  p leased  when I w a s  
introduced t o  George C o l l i n s  and Doris  Leonard by Dorothy Varian, 
I be l i eve  s h e ' s  t he  one who introduced us .  Those t h r e e  persons,  
Dorothy, Doris ,  and George, w e r e  t h e  t o t a l  membership of a p r i v a t e  
o rgan iza t ion  c a l l e d  Conservation Assoc ia tes ,  which, as I understand 
i t ,  had from Russe l l  v a r i a n t s  funds a l a r g e  b a s i c  fund of something 
l i k e  seventy-f ive m i l l i o n ,  from t h e  investments  of  which they had 
t h e  use - f o r  conserva t ion  purposes.  And they were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
va r ious  conserva t ion  p r o j e c t s  i n  many areas. But Conservation 
Assoc ia tes  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t he  p re se rva t ion  and p r o t e c t i o n  of 
t h e  Nipomo Dunes. 

Education of PG&EIS Representa t ive  

Jones : W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  p i e c e  of educa t ion  i n  which I engaged was t o  i n v i t e  
Kenneth Diercks t o  accompany m e  t o  a meeting of t h e  n a t i o n a l  Board 
of D i rec to r s  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, and t h i s  could have been i n  '63 
o r  '64, more probably May of '64. A t  any rate, Kenneth. Diercks 
accepted my i n v i t a t i o n  w i t h  a l a c r i t y .  W e  m e t  a t  t he  S t .  Franc is  
Hotel  i n  San Francisco,  and w e  m e t  e a r l y ,  about f o r t y - f i v e  minutes 
be fo re  t h e  meeting w a s  scheduled t o  start .  And I raced around on 
h i s  elbow, in t roduc ing  him t o  everyone whom I knew, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  board members. 

I introduced him f i r s t  t o  t he  p re s iden t  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
and t o  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s ,  t o  Dave Brower, t h e  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of 
t he  c lub ,  and s o  on. I in t roduced  him t o  o t h e r  people who w e r e  
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  c lub ,  and I cannot remember whether Doris Leonard o r  
George Co l l in s  o r  Dorothy Varian were p re sen t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
meeting, b u t  they  very  soon came i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  and gave me a 
f e e l i n g  of s e c u r i t y  and courage, and I f e l t  t h a t  w e  were going t o  
win i n  our  e f f o r t s .  

Kenneth Diercks w a s  s o  impressed by t h e  S i e r r a  Club Board of 
Directors--he s a i d  s o  t o  m e  dur ing  the  c o f f e e  break--that when noon- 
t i m e  came he s a i d ,  "I would l i k e  t o  te lephone our  t a x  man, t h e  t a x  
man of PG&E, who a t  p re sen t  is  loca t ed  i n  Sacramento, and i n v i t e  him 
t o  come down f o r  t h e  a f te rnoon se s s ion . "  And I s a i d ,  "By a l l  means 
do so .  Plan t o  i n v i t e  him t o  s t a y  f o r  t h e  banquet t on igh t .  I wish 
I could make you my gues t s ,  b u t  I ' m  going t o  sugges t  t h a t  w e  keep 
t h i s  on a no-host b a s i s .  I f  you'd l i k e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
Annual Banquet, t h e r e  is s t i l l  t i m e  f o r  m e  t o  a r r ange  f o r  p l aces  
f o r  you two. " 

Then, dur ing  t h e  luncheon per iod  on t h a t  day I arranged f o r  
Kenneth Diercks t o  sit a t  a t a b l e  where t h e r e  were some o f f i c e r s  
of t h e  c lub .  A t  any rate, I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  him t o t a l  exposure 



Jones : t o  S i e r r a  Club thinking and ideas .  This  worked. His t a x  man came 
down f n  the  e a r l y  af te rnoon and s a t  through the  e n t i r e  meeting, 
and they both went t o  t h e  banquet t h a t  n ight .  

This was t h e  beginning of good communications on t h e  top 
l e v e l  with PG&E, and they seemed recep t ive  t o  l i s t e n i n g  t o  our  
urging t h a t  they consider  looking f o r  another  s i te .  L e t t s  s t o p  
there .  [b r i e f  t ape  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

Conservation Associates  then came i n  prominently. They t a lked  
t o  Union O i l  Company o f f i c i a l s  i n  Los Angeles because PG&E had 
b0ugh.t t h e i r d u n e l a n d  from Union O i l  Company. Some people i n  S i e r r a  
Club leadership  b0ugh.t PG&E s tock ,  s o  t h a t  they would be kept 
informe-d from the. i n s i d e  of any developments wi th in  the  company. 
I be l i eve  that Doris Leonard acquired PG&E s tock ,  but  however t h a t  
may be., eventual ly  she  d id  s i t  on t h e  P a c i f i c  Gas and E l e c t r i c  
Board of Direc tors ,  bu t  t h a t  was yea r s  l a t e r .  

George Col l ins ,  because of his background with t h e  National  
Parks Service  i n  yea r s  p a s t ,  and Doris Leonard both had extremely 
soph i s t i ca t ed  approaches t o  nego t i a t ing  wi th  the  o f f f c e r s  of PG&E. 

And t o  b r ing  this phase of the  matter qufckly t o  conclusion,  
w e  w e r e  ab le ,  with the  he lp  of many people, t o  persuade the  u t i l i t y  
company t o  look elsewhere. 

Meanwhile, a storm was brewing, because the re  were people i n  
t h e  sou th  p a r t  of San Luis  Obispo County who were looking toward 
the  tremendous t a x  fncome t o  t h e  county which would accrue i f  
PG&E b u i l t  t h e i r  atomic power p l a n t  there .  And those who had 
hopes f o r  increased  bus iness  from such a l a r g e  i n d u s t r i a l  i n s t a l l a -  
t i o n  w e r e  f e a r f u l  of 1osi.ng the. f a t  p r o f i t s  they could envision.  

Some of the  s t r o n g e s t  arguments i n  a l l  of t h i s  w e r e  arguments 
on t h e  county schools  board of San Luis Obispo County. The schools  
hoped t o  g e t  a l a r g e  s l i c e  of t h i s  income. They w e r e  planning t o  
rear range  school  d i s t r i c t s  s o  t h a t  t h e  money would be apportioned 
c o r r e c t l y ,  and they d i d  not  l i k e  It a t  a l l  when i t  was f i n a l l y  
announced t h a t  PG&E was beginning t o  look elsewhere. 

Then, one of t h e  important meetings t h a t  I arranged was f o r  
r ep resen ta t ives  from PG&E i n  San Francisco t o  m e e t  with the  
p res iden t  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, who a t  t h a t  t i m e  was D r .  William 
S i r i ,  and we planned a day i , n  the dunes, PG&E and t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
meetf ng and t a l k i n g  toge.ther. 



Jones : I, of course,  c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  newspapers. I c a l l e d  two radio  s t a t i o n s .  
I l i v e d  i n  Paso Robles a t  t h a t  time; I had a long-distance c a l l  from 
a r ad io  and t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  i n  Santa Maria who s a i d ,  "Why d i d n ' t  
you inc lude  us?" And I s a i d ,  'Bell, you a r e  included.  I j u s t  didn '  t 
r e a l i z e  from your l o c a t i o n  t h a t  you would be t h a t  concerned." And 
they s a i d ,  "Very d e f i n i t e l y ,  t h e  Santa Maria T i m e s  does inc lude  
concerns f o r  s o u t h  San Luis  Obispo County." And I s a i d ,  "I d idn ' t  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  coverage could negogiate  t h e  Dunes." And 
they s a i d ,  "Oh, yes.  W e  can o u t f i t  a van with sand t i r e s ,  and we  
can b r ing  our equipment. W e ' l l  be there." And the  day came, and 
they were the re .  

The day came, and D r .  S i r i  was a gues t  i n  my home i n  Paso 
Robles. W e  were up very e a r l y  and went down t o  Oso Flaco Lake, 
and a s  w e  climbed t h e  f i r s t  high r idge  of dunes--which s i n c e  has 
been worn down by offroad-vehicle  recreat ion--he stopped and was 
suddenly very q u i e t  a s  he s t a r e d  a t  the  v a s t  panorama of the dunes. 
Then he exclaimed a s  he threw out  h i s  arms wide, "I didn ' t  know i t  
looked l i k e  t h i s .  It is magnificent!" And w e  had i n  t h e  dunes 
again a b e a u t i f u l  day. W e  proceeded t o  h ike  onward, he  and I and 
o the r s  who had joined us: Lela and Bernard Burdett  and Lee Wilson 
and a few o the r s .  We  hiked northward u n t i l  w e  joined PG&E, who had 
a r r ived  t h e r e  i n  sandbuggies provided by t h e  company and offroad- 
veh ic l e  people. 

This was a very e x c i t i n g  and a very f u l f i l l i n g  meeting. W e  
had i n v i t e d  a l l  t h e  county supervi 'sors,  and w e  had suggested t h a t  
a t  th.e conclusion of the. meeting i n  t h e  dunes t h a t  a l l  of them and 
anyone from county o f f i c e s  i n t e r e s t e d  should m e e t  us f o r  lunch a t  
th.e Spanish Seas r e s t a u r a n t  i n  l i t t l e  Oceano Beach. 

T h i s  a l l  took place.  The t r i p  was a success ,  the luncheon 
was a success,  and ou t  of i t  came the  f i n a l  dec is ion  on the  p a r t  
of PG&E t o  look elsewhere f o r  a s i t e  f o r  t h e i r  atomic power p l a n t .  
This was one of t h e  high po in t s .  [b r i e f  tape  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

That n i g h t ,  following t h e  g r e a t  meeting i n  the  dunes, t h e  
Santa Lucia Group/Chapter he ld  its annual banquet a t  the Golden 
Tee Restaurant  i n  Morro Bay. The capaci ty of t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  was 
s a i d  t o  be under 200, bu t  w e  sea ted  204 a t  dinner.  Kenneth Diercks 
and rep resen ta t ives  of PG&E made re se rva t ions  and at tended.  S i e r r a  
Club p res iden t  W i l l  S i r i  spoke w e l l  and ms e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  
applauded. The whole day had been a success.  

For t h r e e  days i n  a row the re  were p i c t u r e s  on the  f r o n t  page 
of the  leading  county newspaper, the  San Luis Obispo Telegram 
Tribune: p i c t u r e s  of t h e  dunes, of the meetings, and of many of 
t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  these  doings. 



PG&E seeks a New S i t e  a t  Diablo Canyon 

Jones : Following t h e  meeting i n  t h e  sand dunes, almost a convocation wi th  
a l l  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  came PG&E1s f i r s t  choice when they 
began t o  look. Representat ives of t h e  company came t o  t h e  south 
county a r e a  by prearrangement on a s p e c i a l  t r i p  wi th  t h e  Conserva- 
t i o n  Associates ,  and w e  drove down t o  t h e  Santa Maria River a rea  
where t h e  Guadalupe o i l  f i e l d  covers over 3,000 ac res ,  leased  by 
Union O i l  f o r  a good many yea r s  i n  t h a t  a rea  from t h e  Leroy e s t a t e .  

And PG&E s a i d ,  "How about our s e l e c t i n g  a p iece  of land h e r e  
and sha r ing  i t  w i t h  Union Oil?" And my f i r s t  i n c l i n a t i o n  was t o  
say ,  "Well, t h i s  is s o  c0ve.re.d wi th  o i l  w e l l s  and de r r i cks  r i g h t  
now, why wouldn't t h a t  b e  a good idea?" But George Col l ins  quickly 
pointed ou t  t h a t  t h e  o i l  would be gone before t h e  year  3000. 

Van Tyne: 3000 o r  2000? 

Jones : 3000, because we're approaching t h e  year  2000 now. H e  s a i d  i n  
another f i f t y  t o  seventy-f ive y e a r s  the  o i l  would be gone, o r  a t  
l e a s t  i n  a hundred years ,  and the re fo re  w e  should hope t h a t  the  
machinery would be  withdrawn and t h a t  the  wind would r e s t o r e  the  
dunes a s  they n a t u r a l l y  should be. 

PG&E gave up t h e  idea  of considering t h e  a rea  bes ide  t h e  
Santa Marfa River,  and t h e  next  p l ace  t h a t  they came up w i t h  a 
sugges t ion  about was Wild Cherry Creek Canyon on Marre proper ty ;  
t h a t  c reek  empties i n t o  Avila Bay. And the  f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  of some 
people i n  t h e  county was, "Oh g r e a t ,  then w e ' l l  have warm water  
emptying i n t o  Avila Bay; i t  w i l l  become a much more a t t r a c t i v e  
swimming and r e s o r t  area."  But t h e  owner of t h e  proper ty ,  M r .  Marre, 
decided t h a t  h e  d id  not  want t o  look down from t h e  windows of h i s  
home onto an atomic power p l a n t  complex, a s  he  would do i n  Wild 
Cherry Creek Canyon. 

PG&E moved up t h e  coas t ,  and they found Diablo Canyon, a l s o  
owned by a combination of M r .  Marre and M r .  O.C. F i e l d s ,  and t h e r e  
t h e r e  seemed t o  b e  less opposi.tion from almost every q u a r t e r  
l o c a l l y .  The county was very glad t o  have t h e  t a x  base which would 
come. 

I had l e d  a s h o r e l i n e  t r i p  t o  t h e  mouth of t h e  Diablo Canyon. 
W e  had looked b r i e f l y  over our shoulders  and had seen  nothing b u t  
c lose ly  cropped, c l o s e l y  grazed h i l l s i d e .  We  had no t  seen  oak t r e e s  
nor  woodland, s o  w e  had taken f t  f o r  granted t h a t  t h e  canyon wind- 
ing  back, fnland from where we were, was probably a s  bar ren  a s  t h e  
c o a s t a l  marine t e r r a c e  where w e  s tood.  We proceeded t o  conduct 
our s h o r e l i n e  walk out  a t  t he  c l i f f  edge of t h e  bar ren  overgrazed 
marine t e r r ace .  And t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  knowledge we had of t h e  



Jones : area  of Diablo Canyon. It is t rue  the re  w a s  a tremendous scenic  
rock, Lion Rock, off  the  coas t ,  where t h i s  t i n y ,  l i t t l e  creek, 
Diablo Canyon Creek, made i t s  sluggish,  muddy way down between 
the  barren h i l l s i d e s  with c a t t l e  grazing on both s ides .  I n  f a c t  
I re fe r red  t o  t h e  deep gul ly  of t h a t  s luggish  creek, moving slowly 
t o  t h e  ocean, a s  a "s lo t"  i n  Cal i fornia  coas ta l  marine t e r r a c e  
land, a descr ip t ion f o r  which I was p i l l o r i e d  by Dave Brower and 
Martin Li t ton .  Ibr ief  tape  in te r rup t ion]  

A storm broke over t h e  na t iona l  S i e r r a  Club w i t h  regard t o  
Diablo Canyon, and Martin L i t ton  took photographs which exaggerated 
the  s i z e  of the  great  oak trees i n  t h i s  canyon. They were very 
large;  they were - f i n e  oak t r e e s ;  and I myself, on the conducted 
t r i p s  which. followed, taking anyone who cared t o  come along on an 
outing t o  s e e  Diablo Canyon, became aware t h a t  here was a b e a u t i f u l  
canyon which I had not r e a l i z e d  the  existence of i n  my hiking on 
the  barren marine t e r race .  

Van Tyne: But i s n ' t  i t  true--and t h i s  I f e l t  got overlooked a t  t h a t  t ime - -  
t h a t  the.re was no publ ic  access t o  t h i s  p a r t  of the  coast-- 

Jones : Correct. 

Van Tyne: --there was no road, the  highway department had no i n t e n t i o n  of 
building a road around t h a t  p a r t  of the county, and there might be 
t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  area ,  but  nobody would ever s e e  i t .  Because the 
impression tha t  was given, i t  seemed t o  me, by people l i k e  Martin 
and Fred and Dave was t h a t  there was t h i s  marvelous area ,  and w e  
were los ing  s o  much. People general ly w e r e  not los ing anything 
t h a t  they ever would have had a chance t o  see .  I s n ' t  t h a t  t rue?  

Jones : That i s  t rue .  However, the  s t a t e  Department of Parks andRecreation 
had talked f o r  some years  p a s t  about a scen ic  road which would 
continue along t h e  edge of the. coast  of Cal i fornia ,  and w e  had 
heard rumors, very l i g h t  rumors, t h a t  maybe someday land would be 
acquired t o  have Highway 1 follow through the  0. C. Fields property 
and the.Marre property. Now, i n  the  1960s, both those landowners 
were very much opposed t o  t h i s  idea.  

However, I would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  even th.ough I recognized 
t h a t  he.re was a f i n e  Ca l i fo rn ia  coas ta l  canyon, a s  a Californian 
I had been i n ,  and I have been i n ,  many, many f i n e  oak canyons up 
and down the  coast  of California.  And I rea l i zed  t h a t  t h i s  was 
one of them, but  t h a t  t h i s  was not the  only one, and i t  was not 
the  l a s t  of its kind. But I w i l l  say when I went t o  a meeting down 
i n  Oxnard and spw the  b e a u t i f u l  photographs done by Martin L i t ton  
I r e a l l y  had misgivings t h a t  maybe I had been t h e  cause of PG&E 
looking i n t o  an area  t h a t  maybe sh-ould be l e f t  alone. These were 
my honest f ee l ings .  I f e l t  very disturbed.  



Jones : I wres t l ed  w i t h  my conscience a l l  t h e  way t h a t  n i g h t  d r i v i n g  back 
165 m i l e s  from Oxnard t o  Paso Robles; and a l though i t  was long p a s t  
midnight,  I s a t  down and wrote  a l e t t e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  I b e l i e v e  I 
addressed i t  t o  Mart in  L i t t o n ,  o r  d id  I address  i t  t o  Fred E i s s l e r ?  
No, i t  was t o  Martin.  A t  any r a t e ,  I was extremely d i s tu rbed  l a s t  
y e a r  t o  have sen tences  and paragraphs l i f t e d  out  of t h e  context  of 
t h a t  letter by an  a r t i c l e  that was publ i shed  i n  Fr iends  of t h e  
Earth magazine. And p r i o r  t o  that, a man a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  a n  
organiza t ion  i n  San Francisco,  which was researching  the  h i s t o r y  of 
t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of Diablo Canyon f o r  an  atomic power p l a n t  telephoned 
m e ;  he  c a l l e d  m e  repea ted ly  on a number of occasions;  w e  had long 
telephone c a l l s  on h i s  n i c k e l ,  and h e  t r i e d  t o  pry out  of m e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  I promoted o r  suggested t h a t  PG&E look a t  Diablo Canyon. 

This I never d id .  I d i d n ' t  have r e a l l y  t h a t  much knowledge 
about i t ,  and I always had the  f e e l i n g  when PG&E r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
might have s a i d  t o  me i n  conversa t ion ,  "Well, where can w e  go?" 
t h a t  I took D r .  W i l l  S i r i ' s  words when he s a i d ,  'We environmental- 
ists a r e  i n  t h e  bus iness  of p r o t e c t i n g  land.  Me a r e  no t  i n  t h e  
busfness  of s e l e c t i n g  sites f o r  energy p l a n t s  ." I th ink  t h a t ' s  a n  
accura td  and a f i n e  s ta tement .  And I used i t  f o r  my r e p l i e s .  

A t  any r a t e ,  w r i t i n g  under s t r e s s  and emotion t h a t  n i g h t ,  
having seen  t h e s e  fabulous  photographs of Mart in  L i t t o n ' s ,  I a m  
no t  s u r e  of every th ing  t h a t  I d id  p u t  i n t o  t h a t  letter, b u t  i t  
was used supposedly a g a i n s t  m e ,  s h a l l  w e  s ay ,  i n  months and yea r s  
that followed. It w a s  q u i t e  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  have i t  come out  i n  t h e  
y e a r  1982. And I s a i d  i n  my response t o  t h e  young man from San 
Francisco,  ' m y  exhume t h e s e  d read fu l  memories? It was a time of  
g r e a t  d iv i s iveness  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, a n  o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  does a 
monumental job of p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  e a r t h ,  and I f e e l  that i t  is untimely 
and unnecessary t o  exhume such d e t a i l s . "  

Hearings w e r e  h e l d  by PG&E. I took p a r t  i n  those hear ings .  
D r .  Hoover of t h e  S i e r r a  Club and t h e  Ca l i fo rn i a  Nat ive P l a n t  
Socie ty  took p a r t  i n  th.ose hear ings .  An outs tanding  and g i f t e d  
b o t a n i s t ,  Mrs . 'C la re  Hardham of Paso Robles, who - d id  know the  
vege.tati-on of Diablo Canyon w e l l ,  took p a r t  i n  those  hear ings .  
And my opin ion  was t h a t  t h e r e  were many oak t r e e  canyons on t h e  
coas t  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  and t h a t  I pe r sona l ly  would no t  oppose PG&E's 
u se  of Diablo Canyon. I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  sav ing  of t h e  dunes, which 
w a s  a f a r  more unique, which is  a unique and c e r t a i n l y  a more 
unique p i ece  of t h e  e a r t h  t h a c ~ i a b l o  Canyon, w a s  t h e  p l a c e  of 
primary concern, and t h a t  I was going t o  focus  my a t t e n t i o n  on 
t h e  cont inuing p r o t e c t i o n  and p re se rva t ion  of t h e  Nipomo Dunes. 



Other Threats t o  the  Dunes 

Jones : There were o ther  t h r e a t s  t o  the Nipomo Dunes. These o ther  t h r e a t s  
t o  t h e  dunes w e r e  t h e  proposal t o  e s t a b l i s h  a sand mine i n  the  
Mussel Rock dune complex, which-a t  t h a t  period was ca l l ed  the  
Guadalupe Dunes area--it is c lose  t o  the  Santa Maria River on the 
south bank of t h e  river--by t h e  Gordon Sand Mining Company of 
E l  Segundo i n  southern Cal i fornia .  

We heard t h a t  t h i s  sand mine was proposed. Some of us went 
down the re  and hiked over t h e  land, recognized t h a t  this indeed 
was a b e a u t i f u l  a rea  of the  dunes which should not  have industry 
located  i n  its midst.  Walking around i n  the  dunes one day I met 
M r .  Gordon himself ,  i n  a jeep , and he s a i d ,  'What a r e  you doing 
he.re?ll And I sai.d, " I ' m  j u s t  looking around because there ' s  a 
proposal t o  put  a sand mine here. l1 And he s a i d ,  'Well, I 'm 
M r .  Gordon. It's my idea  t o  put a sand mine here.  Jump i n  my jeep, 
and I' 11 show you around. " 

So he drove me a l l  over the  dunes and showed me where h i s  
boundaries would b e  i f  h e  was ab le  t o  buy the  land which he had 
i n  mind. And he was very  smart. He decided t h a t  he would buy a 
p iece  of land which was diagonal i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  of the north- 
west winds, s o  t h a t  even though-he should d ig  sand out  a t  the  
inland end of t h i s  long, narrow p l o t ,  t h a t  the  wind wouldcontinually 
supply him with more sand. 

He s a i d ,  "Mhy don't  you come t o  our house t o  p a t i o  supper 
tonight ,  and I ' l l  show you maps of the  area." And I s a i d ,  "Well, 
t h a t ' s  n ice  of you but  I don't  r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  I need t o  come." 
And h e  s a i d ,  "Oh, but  I th ink you should be w e l l  informed about 
t h i s  i f  you're going t o  oppose i t .  l1 And I s a i d ,  'Well, I have a 
f r i e n d  with m e  wait ing i n  the  car." He s a i d ,  "Bring the  f r i end  too. " 

So my f r i end  and I went t o  the  p a t i o  pa r ty ,  and he  showed me 
t h e  maps, showed m e  a l l  his plans ,  and he proudly showed me rows 
of houses which took the place  of t h e  E l  Segundo Dunes which he 
and hf s f a t h e r  had taken down with sand mining. And he s a i d ,  
"That's what we should have i n  these  Guadalupe Dunes. We should 
t ake  out  the  sand and have rows of houses s o  tha t  people can l i v e  
t h e r e  and look a t  the  f i n e  ocean." 

We opposed t h i s  vigorously a t  each hearing.  It meant t h a t  
people from San Luis Obispo County had t o  d r ive  south. one hundred 
miles t o  Santa Barbara County courthouse f o r  the  hearings.  M r .  
Gordon maintained, by quoting the  l i n e s  etched on the county 
courthouse, "God h a t h  provided the  land,  man h a t h  builded the  
town. l1 And he s t a t e d  t h a t  was what he was s e t t f n g  out  t o  do. 



Jones : The t o t a l  r e s u l t  of t h e  hearings,  which many people attended, and 
w e  were wel l  supported by the S i e r r a  Club i n  both Santa Barbara 
County and San Luis Obispo County, was, nevertheless,  business 
a s  usual  t h a t  won out. And the  decision,  on the  p a r t  of Santa 
Barbara County, was t o  g ive  a permit f o r  t h e  sand mine, but  t o  
requ i re  mi t igat ion measures such as  a e r i a l  photographing pe r iod ica l ly  
and t h a t  no na t ive  vegeta t ion should be disturbed.  Some testimony 
was given by a geologis t  from t h e  Universi ty of Cal i fornia  a t  
Santa Barbara and both by a bo tan i s t  and a geologist .  A t  any 
r a t e ,  t h a t  sand mining by Gordon Sand NLning Company was one of 
the  t h r e a t s .  That was i n  1966. 

Now, an e a r l i e r  t h r e a t  which I should touch on, happened 
back i n  probably-+ell, maybe i n  tha t  same year ,  1966. The 
successful  s t a t e  park bond i s s u e  of 1964, and the re  have been 
s e v e r a l  s t a t e  park bond i s sues  throughThese l a s t  twenty years ,  
had set a s i d e  a l a rge  amount of money t o  purchase the  dunes south- 
ward from Pismo Beach a s  f a r  a s  the money could reach. 

Business people of sou th  San Luis Obispo County, l e d  by an 
ambitious developer-supervtsor named Lyle Carpenter, went i n  a 
bus.load t o  Sacramento and pled wi th  the Department of Parks and 
Recreation t o  d e l e t e  t h e  Nipomo Dunes e n t i r e l y  from t h e  s t a t e  
l i s t  of proposed acqu i s i t ions .  

This became a somewhat major campaign during the  time t h a t  we 
worked on it. Our g rea t  e f f o r t  was t o  r e s t o r e  the  words "the 
Nipomo Dunes" t o  the  s t a t e ' s  l i s t  of planned f u t u r e  acqu i s i t ions  
of land t o  enlarge and enhance Pismo S t a t e  Beach Park...and t o  
continue working toward t h e  b i g  dream, the  g rea t  concept of a 
major c o a s t a l  s t a t e  park, e ighteen miles of near ly  p r i s t i n e  dunes, 
beaches, t i d e  pools i n  a sweep of coas t l ine ,  from Pismo S t a t e  
Beach on the  nor th ,  t o  L i t t l e  Point  Sa l  S t a t e  Beach on the south  
Cin northern Santa Barbara County). 

I n  1966 a s i g n i f i c a n t  meeting of t h e  S t a t e  Park Commission was 
held i n  Santa Barbara, and w e  environmental is ts  i n  the  S i e r r a  Club 
made a g rea t  e f f o r t  t o  surround the  s t a t e  park commissioners with 
information about the  dunes: about t h e i r  beauty, about t h e i r  
s c i e n t i f i c  value,  and about a v a r i e t y  of values,  about even t h e i r  
economic value  a s  a t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  And Martin L i t ton  was 
very he lp fu l .  He brought a Sunset magazine a i rp lane  and took some 
of the  commissioners from Santa Barbara f l y i n g  over the  Nipomo 
Dunes; and t h e r e  couldn't  have been a more exqu i s i t e ,  more pe r fec t  
and heavenly day f o r  anyone t o  look down upon this white and wind- 
sculptured wilderness,  laced wi th  green glades,  graced with b lue  
lakes,  which should be  Ca l i fo rn ia ' s  g r e a t e s t  coas ta l  s t a t e  park. 

The r e s u l t  i n  the  S t a t e  Park Commission meeting t h e  next  day 
was t h a t  C o d a s i o n e r  Margaret Wentworth Owings made a f i n e  
presenta t ion t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  these  dunes, a l l  of them, should 



Jones : be a s t a t e  park, t h a t  the s t a t e  park should extend c l e a r  t o  Point  
Sal  S t a t e  Beach. Other members of the commission who had had the 
good for tune  t o  be flown 'over the  dunes by Martin L i t t o n  concurred. 
And a l l  w e  w e r e  asking was not  anything a s  deep a s ,  'P lease  put  
money back i n t o  the  budget f o r  purchasing t h i s , "  but our plea 
was, "Leave t h e  Nipomo Dunes a s  a -- l i v e  i s sue .  Restore the  words 
' t he  Nipomo Dunes' t o  the  s t a t e  parks acqu i s i t ion  list," which 
was done. I bel ieve  t h a t  the re  was one dissent ing vo te  of a 
businessman, who f e l t  t h a t  probably the  land should be l e f t  f o r  
indust ry  t o  develop. A t  any r a t e ,  the  matter we'd come f o r  was 
consummated. 

Then the t h i r d  s t r u g g l e  I remember was about 1967 o r  even '68, 
and t h a t  was the  announcement of the plans of Col l i e r  Carbon and 
Chemical Corporation, a subs.idiary of Union O i l  Company, t o  bu i ld  
a coking conveyor from t h e i r  p lan t  beside the  Santa Maria re f ine ry  
of Union O i l  Clocated on Highway 1 a t  the eas te rn  edge of the  
Nipomo Dunes] out  t o  t h e  ocean, and t o  bu i ld  a commercial wharf i n  
t h a t  turbulent  su r f  where ocean-going f r e i g h t e r s  could p ick  up the  
petroleum coke, which was manufactured by C o l l i e r  Carbon and 
Chemical Corporation out  of t h e  waste from the  re f in ing  process 
of the  heavy crude which. was handled by Santa Maria ref inery .  
The crude was s e n t  by pipel ine .  from the  Guadalupe o i l  f i e l d  of 
t h e  Leroy l e a s e  on t h e  San Luis Obispo County s i d e  of the  Santa 
Maria River, a d is tance  of s i x  o r  seven or  e i g h t  miles,  t e n  miles, 
from the Guadalupe o i l  f i e l d  t o  t h e  Santa Maria ref inery .  

This heavy crude was made i n t o  petroleum coke, I mean the  
res idue  from t h e  ref inery  process was made i n t o  petroleum coke, 
which was- being shipped a t  t h a t  time by Col l i e r  Carbon and Chemical 
Corporation on gondola ca r s  on the  Southe.rn P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d  t o  
Stockton, h e r e  the. product was put  on commercial f r e i g h t e r s  t o  
many por t s  i n  the  world. It went t o  many por ts  i n  t h i s  country, 
and w a s  used i n  t h e  manufacture of nylon stockings;  i t  went t o  
Japan f o r  use i n  f e r t i l i z e r s ;  i t  went t o  India ;  i t  went t o  Egypt 
even. And t h e  hope of Col l i e r  Carbon was t o  evade this t roub le  
of loading gondola cars  with petroleum coke, which posed a dus t  
problem. C o l l i e r  Carbon was required t o  spray t h e i r  coke, and 
f i n a l l y  t o  con t ro l  coke dust  they were required t o  cover a l l  
t h e i r  gondola cars .  

They wanted t o  make a coking conveyor across our white dunes, 
and w e  knew exactly what t h a t  would mean. That would mean coking 
dust ,  black dus t ,  sca t t e red  on white dunes a d is tance  of t h r e e  o r  
four miles ac ross  t o  t h e  ocean. W e  had reason t o  bel ieve  t h a t  
t h e  wharf would be a f a i l u r e  and would l i t ter  our coast  and maybe 
prove a hazard because t h e  Army Corps of Engineers s t a t e d ,  "No 
wharf has ever l a s t e d  an adequate l i f e t i m e  on t h a t  turbulent  coas t ."  



Jones : But t h a t  yea r  t h a t  t h i s  proposal  was i n  the t a l k i n g  s t a g e  and i n  
t h e  newspapers C o l l i e r  Carbon e rec ted  a mockup ou t  i n  the sand 
dunes of j u s t  exac t ly  what t h e i r  conveyor would be l i k e ;  they 
wanted t o  t e s t  i t  f o r  weather r e s i s t ance .  And we f o u n d i t ,  and we 
l e d  t r i p s  s o  t h a t  people could come and have a look a t  i t .  I l e d  
a t r i p  every Sunday af ternoon f o r  about a year .  This  weekly out ing  
was c a l l e d  "Sunday i n  t h e  Dunes,'' and our newpaper and r a d i o p u b l i c i t y  
i n v i t e d  people t o  come down t o  Oso Flaco Lake and walk up i n  the  
dunes and s e e  t h e  mockup. It was a s h o r t  walk, and hundreds and 
hundreds of people thought t h i s  was a p l easan t  way t o  spend Sunday 
afternoon.  

The manager of t h e  Santa Maria r e f i n e r y  and the manager of 
C o l l i e r  Carbon and Chemical Corporation came t o  many of those 
ses s ions  and stood on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  mockup and l i s t e n e d  t o  
everything I s a i d ,  and then 1 i n v i t e d  them t o  make t h e i r  input .  
One of the  r e s u l t s  of t h a t  acquaintance was t h a t  both men became 
members of t h e  Ca l i fo rn ia  Native P lan t  Society! One was a n e x c e l l e n t  
bo tan i s t .  That was George Snyder and he put  together  the  f i r s t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  l i s t  of t h e f l o r a o f  t h e  sand dunes. A f i n e  job. The 
o the r  one was married. They were t h e  Fords. Mary Ford, a l s o  was 
a f i n e  b o t a n i s t ,  and they became q u i t e  va luable  members of t h e  
Ca l i fo rn ia  Native P l a n t  Society.  

Van Tyne: W e l l ,  what happened with the-- 

Jones : Fina l ly ,  a publ ic  announcement came: t h e r e  was not  t o  be any coke * 

t r anspor t a t ion  t h e r e  ac ross  th.e dunes a f t e r  a l l .  But i t  was not  
the  envi ronmenta l i s t s  a c t u a l l y  who caused t h i s ;  i t  was Southern 
P a c i f i c  Railroad,  wbo saw themselves los ing  a l o t  of business i f  
t he  coking conveyor was b u i l t ,  and they s a i d ,  'You s h a l l  not  b u i l d  
a coking conveyor up and over the  Southern P a c i f i c  mainline and out  
t o  t h e  dunes. "End of s t o r y .  You might a s  w e l l  s t o p  i t  the re ,  
un les s  you have a ques t ion .  

Van Tyne: Is t h a t  a l l  th.e t h r e a t s  the re  have been? Well, ORV use ,  t h a t ' s  a 
l i t t l e  more d e t a i l e d  d . th - -  

Jones : Before w e  g e t  i n t o  d iscuss ing  t h e  very r e a l  t h r e a t  of ORVdestructive 
r e c r e a t i o n  i n  t h e  dunes, I th ink  we  ought t o  touch on the  unhappy 
d issens ion  t h a t  a r o s e  with2n the  S i e r r a  Club a t  the na t iona l  l e v e l  
i n  1969. Others who a r e  g iv ing  o r a l  h i s t o r y  tapes  must have gone 
i n t o  t h i s  sad ,  i n t e r n a l  S i e r r a  Club turmoil.  So many t r u l y  f i n e  
and noble l e t t e r s  w e r e  w r i t t e n  by our club l eade r s ,  commenting on 
t h e  apparent ly  devious happenings of t h a t  time. W e  were a l l  
d i s t r e s s e d .  I wrote a letter which was my statement  of convict ion 
about the  controversy over t h e  va lue  of saving  Diablo Canyon o r  
of saving  t h e  Nipomo Dunes. I be l i eve  i t  may b e  appropr ia te  
t o  inc lude  t h a t  s ta tement  here .  I t i t l e d  i t  CORRECTION: JOHN MUIR 
WOULD VOTE NO. [ see  page ] 



Van Tyne: Yes, t h a t  was a d i s t r e s s i n g  time, those  e l e c t i o n s  of 1969. And 
now can we d i scuss  t h e  t h r e a t  of ORV r e c r e a t i o n  t o  t h e  dunes? 

ORVs and t h e  Dunes## 

Jones : There have. been times when the. environmental i n t e r e s t s  and organi-  
zations and t h e  off-road v e h i c l e  o rgan iza t ions  have had marvelous 
communication and have a c t u a l l y  had a l i n e  of approach t o  problems 
i n  the. dunes which. completely agreed.  The t r o u b l e  has  been t h a t  
s i n c e  t h e  Santa Lucia S i e r r a  Club chap te r  was organized i n  t h i s  
county and s i n c e  we  began t o  go o u t  i n  t he  dunes d t h .  more f requent  
walks,  l i k e w i s e  off-hi.ghway v e h i c l e  r e c r e a t i o n  has  p r o l i f e r a t e d .  

And only  w i t h i n  t h e  las t  few yea r s  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  
ATC, the. a l l - t e r r a z n  c y c l e  made i n  Japan, has simply exploded t h e  
problems of t h e  off-highway veh ic l e .  So o f t e n  t h e  ATCs a r e  ope ra t ed  
hy c h i l d r e n  and by i r r e s p o n s i b l e  persons  who may not  r e a l l y  be 
capable  o r  r e spons ib l e  enough. t o  have and ope ra t e  a motorcycle,  
beach buggy, a four-wheel-drive jeep ,  o r  a four-wheel-drive pickup. 
The p r o l i f e r a t i o n  has  not  been by t h e  hundreds, i t  has been by t h e  
thousands. 

Too many of t h e  off-road v e h i c l e  people  encountered i n  t h e  
dunes, when you say ,  " H i ,  d id  you know t h i s .  i s  a r e s t r i c t e d  a rea?"  
and they  say ,  "Oh, is  i t ? "  And I say ,  "There a r e  s i g n s  o u t  
t h e r e ,  " from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  from which they 'd come. O r  I say ,  
"What o rgan iza t ion  do you belong t o  o r  what motorcycle club?" 
"We don ' t  belong t o  anything." And I say ,  'Well,  you should,  
because they have good informat ion  about t h e  p laces  t h a t  you ' re  
permi t ted  t o  d r i v e  and t h e  p l a c e s  you a r e n ' t . "  I am not  t i e d  
i n  wi th  enforcement a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  s t a t e  Department of Parks 
and Recreat ion,  b u t  I have l e t  t r e s p a s s e r s  know t h a t  t h e r e  is a 
heavy f i n e  f o r  being caught i n  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a s .  

Back i n  t h e  r e i g n  of William Penn Mott, Jr . ,  a s  d i r e c t o r  of 
t he  s t a t e  Department of Parks and Recreat ion,  i t  became evident  
t h a t  some k ind  of management p l a n ,  d i r e c t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  o f f -  
highway v e h i c l e s ,  should be brought i n t o  t h e  management p l a n  f o r  
Pismo S t a t e  Beach. Therefore,  when t h e  t i m e  came t h a t  PG&E 
wanted t h e i r  sand dunes l and  e i t h e r  bought back by Union O i l  o r  
bought by the. s t a t e  Department of Parks  and Recreat ion,  M r .  Mott 
s a i d ,  "Me would l i k e  t o  buy a s i z a b l e  p a r c e l  and t u r n  i t  over  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  off-road v e h i c l e  use.  

So t h e  hear ing  about  t h i s  mat te r  was he ld  be fo re  t h e  S t a t e  
Park Commission i n  Los Angeles i n  l a t e  1974. The agreements made 
t h e r e  were r a t i . f i e d  by t h e  Coas ta l  Commission i n  February of 1975 



Jones : i n  Pismo Beach. What happened a t  the  hearing was that--1100 acres  
was what PG&E wished t o  sell; now t h a t  is a l l  the  land they had 
bought f o r  t h e  a t o d c  power plant--when M r .  Mott got up and s a i d ,  
"We would l i k e  t o  buy t h e  whole acreage, and w e  would l i k e  t o  have 
an off-road vehi.cle secti.on," the. S t a t e  Park Commission s a i d ,  
"Fine. " 

A t  tha t  moment, t h e  supervisor from southern San Luis Obispo 
County appeared together i n  company with the  planning d i r e c t o r  of 
San Luis Obispo County, and t h e  supervisor i n  p a r t i c u l a r  p led ,  
p l e d  ~ 5 t h  t h e  S t a t e  Parks Commission, "Please do not buy a l l  of 
t h a t  1100 acres .  Some of i t  is along Highway 1, some of i t  is  along 
t h e  ra i l road .  W e  a r e  a county t h a t  i s  g rea t ly  i n  need of income. 
We implore you t o  leave  a t  l e a s t  a s i z a b l e  acreage ." 

And M r .  Mott s a i d ,  "Absolutely not .  PG&E i s  w i l l i n g  t o  sel l ,  
t h e . s t a t e  has f o r  yea rs  wanted t h i s  f o r  a s t a t e  park, and now is 
the. opportuni.ty . " Again, t h e  pleading. This s o r t  of wrangling 
went on u n t i l  f i n a l l y  M r .  Mott gave i n  and s a i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  w e ' l l  
buy 810 ac res ,  and you can keep the  270 balance f o r  your own 
county needs. " This was done. 

A t  t h a t  meeting there  were represen ta t ives  of a number of 
off-highway vehic le  organizat ions throughout Cal i fornia .  There 
was the  lobbyis t  of t h e  of £-highway veh ic le  i n t e r e s  ts from 
Sacramento, an excel lent  man who spoke s o  sens ibly .  There were 
represen ta t ives  from t h e  S i e r r a  Club. I know they were from the 
Santa Lucia Chapter i n  San Luis  County; whether there  was anyone 
from Los Padres Chapter i n  Santa Barbara County I do not know. 
But the re  had already been input  from the  executive department of 
the  S i e r r a  Club i n  San Francisco t o  the  Department of Parks and 
Recreation about t h i s .  There were equest r ian  i n t e r e s t s ,  people 
who l i k e  t o  r i d e  horseback i n  the dunes. There was Audubon 
Society. And a l l  of these  e n t i t i e s  tha t  I j u s t  mentioned--the 
off-roaders , the  environmentalis ts--were of one mind: w e  want the  
dunes wel l  managed, and we a l l  agree t h a t  w e  would l i k e  the major 
access,  the  g rea t  opening f o r  t h i s  s t a t e  park, t o  be i n  the  Callender 
area,  not  f a r  from t h e  Union O i l  Company's Santa Maria re f ine ry .  

And about t h i s  matter ,  t h e  s t a t e  a l s o  joined and s a i d ,  'Yes, 
t h a t  is an exce l l en t  major park entrance f o r  a l l  users." A t  t h i s  
point  t h e  supervisor i n  southern San L u i s  Obispo County ra i sed  
t h e  quest ion again: "That is an a rea  where w e  want t o  make another 
major i n d u s t r i a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n . "  Well, the  matter  was l e f t  
without any decis ion,  a decis ion wasn't required. But subsequent 
t o  t h a t  meeting i n  l a t e  1974 the re  was developed the  general  
development plan,  c a l l e d  The Pismo S t a t e  Beach and Pismo Dunes 
SVRA (S ta te  Vehicle Recreation Area) General Management Plan and 
Natural Resources Development Plan f o r  these  two sec t ions  of s t a t e  
park ownership. 



Jones : And f n - t h a t  document, which is an exce l l en t  document, t h e  manage- 
ment p lan  was made c l e a r ,  inc luding t h e  major ent rance  a t  t h e  
Callender a rea ,  wh.ich. h a s  now become a p o i n t  of argument again  
among some groups. 

Now, t h e  s t a t e  was not  w e l l  funded enough t o  have t h e  
enforcement p a t r o l s  t h a t  were necessary t o  con t ro l  t h e  increased  
use of off-road vehic les .  There w e r e  t i m e s  when we had--in the  
t o m  of Oceano, popu1at i .o~ 2000, where the  major ramp goes down t o  
the beach. f o r  off-road veh ic l e s  who v i s i t  t h i s  area--on a Fourth 
of Ju ly  weekend, 278,000 v i s i t o r s .  So you can see t h a t  a small 
s t a t e  pa rk  enforcement t e a m  had t h e i r  hands f u l l .  

A g r e a t  dea l  has been done t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  off-road v e h i c l e  
people t o  develop ways t o  handle t h e i r  own people. Some of t h e  
o lde r  l eade r s ,  who took p a r t  i n  the  e a r l y  seven t i e s  i n  what w a s  
going on, now i n  t h e  e a r l y  1980s a r e  almost ready t o  check out  
because they say  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l d  has  become overwhelming. There 
a r e  too many. off-roaders  who do no t  belong t o  any organiza t ion  
and whose idea  of fun is t o  come t o  t h e  dunes and leave t h e i r  mark, 
t o  make a new t r a i l  through-vegeta t ion ,  t o  leave a r i n g  of beer  
cans, and then go back t o  t h a t  a r e a  wi th  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and say ,  
"I d i d  this. So-and-so and I d id  th is . "  

The whole th ing  is a m e s s ,  except t h a t  the Coastal  Commission 
has been very h e l p f u l ,  and t h e  county s u p e ~ s o r s  have as tonishingly  
been very he lp fu l .  They have now unanimously decided, i n  t h e i r  
LCP [ l o c a l  c o a s t a l  plan] , t o  p r o h i b i t  off  -road veh ic l e  r e c r e a t i o n  
south of Oso Flaco Creek. The Coastal  Commission has l a i d  down 
some f i r m  requirements of t h e  state. One is  t h a t  they s h a l l  c o n t r o l  
veh ic l e s  by e rec t ing  "non-climb" fencing. Much of t h e  fencing has 
been done. 

My husband and I are i n  c lose  touch w i t h  t h e  man fromsacramento 
who is responsib le  f o r  actual ly.  being on t h e  ground and see ing  where 
t h e  fencing i s  located.  He  has a l s o  had t h e  help of good ORV l eade r s .  
And - th.e f enc ing  - has  worked a mirac le  i n  the  dunes . A p lace  l i k e  --- 
Oso Flaco Lake, where our fzrmer county supervisor  wanted t o  have 
a major ORV entrance,  has now, s i n c e  Labor Day of 1982, been 
completely p r o u b i t e d  t o  off-road v e h i c l e  use,  and the p lace  is 
s i l e n t  and has  s o l i t u d e  and beauty and the  b i r d s  have come back. 
Even the n a t i v e  vege ta t ion  is reappear ing , .  reaching ou t  and 
spreading--like t h e  lavender ca rpe t s  of sand verbena. 

Now, t h e  o f f  -road v e h i c l e  people who r e b e l  a g a i n s t  c o n t r o l  
have been seeking some o the r  p l ace  t o  play where they a r e n ' t  turned 
back by a fence  o r  have t o  g e t  ou t  t h e i r  c l i p p e r s  and c l i p  a fence.  
The s ta te  h a s  had t o  do a g r e a t  d e a l  of fence mending. So where 
have t h e  r ebe l s ,  t h e  mavericks gone? They. have gone down Highway 1 
t o  t h e  l i t t l e  t o m  of Guadalupe and taken Highway 166 West and gone 



Jones : out t o  the Mussel Rock Dune area ,  where they have been causing a 
great  deal  of damage. Santa Barbara County, l i k e  San Luis Obispo 
County, has put  i t  i n  t h e i r  LCP tha t  the re  s h a l l  be no off-road 
vehic le  r ec rea t ion  on the beaches and dunes of Santa Barbara 
County. San Luis Obispo County has taken t h a t  ac t ion  only on 
c e r t a i n  sec t ions  of t h e  Nipomo Dunes, and I won't go i n t o  d e t a i l  
about tha t  because i t ts  technical ,  and i n  time i t  w i l l  be smoothed 
out.  

But righ.t now the  g rea t  problem is the  mavericks who a r e  
destroying north. Santa Barbara County dunes and southern southern 
San Luis Obispo County dunes, wh.ere t h e  dunes tha t  a r e  being 
destroyed t h e r e  a r e  th.e l a s t  of  t h e i r  kind on the  e n t i r e  coas t  of 
Cal i fornia .  They are. the  Guadalupe Dunes, and although 3000 acres 
is f o r  t h e  time being, f o r  anoth.er f i f t y ,  seventy-five years ,  under 
o i l  e ~ t r a c t ~ o n ,  th.e dunes a r e  not being damaged there ,  bu t  north 
of th.ere is a pa rce l  of 2500 ac res ,  p lus  a l i t t l e ,  owned by Mobil 
O i l  Corporation, not fenced, not posted, about a . c h  w e  environmen- 
t a l i s t s  a r e  very worried. 

Now, the. s t a t e  i s  supposed t o  put  i n  a heavy b a r r i e r ,  a s  heavy 
a s  a wharf, j u s t  nor th -o f  Oso Flaco Creek t o  prevent mavericks from 
going south.. But the  money lias not y e t  been forthcoming from the  
s t a t e .  It's a devious process  of ge t t ing  t h a t  money out  of the  
of £-highway vehic les  green-sticker money. The money i s  the re  i n  
the pot ,  i n  Sacramento, bu t  i t  takes  t i m e  t o  get  i t  out  and bu i ld  
t h i s  par t i .cular  b a r r i e r .  

Van 5 n e :  I take i t  then t h a t  you f e e l  t h a t  the  Coastal Act has h.elped a 
l o t .  

Jones : It has h-elped a g rea t  deal.  It has helped i n  the  s t a f f  and 
commission comments and i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  and i n  their dialogue 
and i n  quoting from t h e  a c t  i . t s e l f ,  which i s  a th ing t h a t  a l l  of 
us  have been a b l e  t o  do, and i t  holds water. It stands up i n  cour t .  

But besides the  requirements of the  Ca l i fo rn ia  Coastal Act 
of 1976 describing and prescr ib ing coas ta l  protec t ion,  an important 
new document came i n t o  being i n  1980. It should be re fe r red  t o  
here  because i t  is  s i n g u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  wi th  regard t o  the  
Nipomo Dunes. 

Van Tyne: And t h a t  document was? 

Jones : It is  th.e f e d e r a l  survey and inventory of 1980 by the U .S . Depart- 
m s o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r :  Fish. and Wildl i fe  Service.  It is t i t l e d  
Ca l i fo rn ia ' s  Important F i s h  and Wildl i fe  Habitats .  It i s  a study 
of t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  of Cal i fornia  and was a s s i s t e d  by numerous 
contr ibut ing agencies, conservation groups, u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 
individuals .  It was a search f o r  the  few remaining n a t u r a l  



Jones : ecosystem r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of Ca l i fo rn ia ,  " in o rde r  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  many l i f e  forms which we presen t ly  enjoy and i n  t h e  f u t u r e  may 
need." This d i s t ingu i shed  e f f o r t ,  i n  summation, i d e n t i f i e d  fo r ty -  
n ine  a r e a s  and t h e  survey recommends them f o r  preserva t ion  and 
pro tec t ion .  But of s p e c i a l  importance t o  our  d i scuss ion  here i s  
t h a t  when t h e  for ty-n ine  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a reas  were next  l i s t e d  i n  
p r i o r i t y  order ,  t h e  a r e a  a t  th.e top of the  list is t h e  Nipomo 
Dunes! From 3,OQO t o  10,000 a c r e s  is recommended f o r  preserva t ion .  

The survey speaks of t h e  Nipomo Dunes and wetlands a s  possess- 
i n g  "among t h e  h ighes t  a e s t h e t i c  and eco log ica l  va lues  remaining 
i n  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  with a v a r i e t y  of h a b i t a t s  and a high d i v e r s i t y  and 
concent ra t ion  of both common and r a r e  spec ie s  of animals and p l a n t s .  " 

Some of them are f e d e r a l l y  endangered spec ie s .  A t  hearings concern- 
i n g  t h e  dunes we a r e  a b l e  t o  state, a s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  f e d e r a l  
survey and inventory ,  t h a t  t he  Nipomo Dunes a r e  t h e  most unique 
and f r a g i l e  ecosystem i n  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn ia .  

0i.l--A New Threat  

Van Tyne: Now, I t ake  i t  t h a t  t h e  most s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  o u t e r  
c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  o i l .  

Jones : That is t rue .  Lease S a l e  53 l a s t  yea r  was very  d i f f i c u l t .  Much 
argument ensued. P a r t  of t h e  l and  along t h e  c o a s t  is under 
l i t i g a t i o n  a t  p resen t .  That p a r t  t h a t  is i n  l i t i g a t i o n  is the  
c o a s t a l  p a r t  of Leas,e S a l e  53, which extends from approximately 
Morro Bay t o  t h e  Nipomo Dunes area .  

Van Tyne: That 's  t he  s u i t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club i s  a p a r t y  t o ?  
J 

Jones : Yes, t h e  S i e r r a  Club indeed is a p a r t y  t o  i t .  There is a brand 
new e f f o r t  being made by a group i n  Pismo Beach r e l a t e d  to  CCCC, 
Cent ra l  Ca l i fo rn ia  Coastal--1looking through papers]  I c a n ' t  f i n d  
i t .  No matter .  This group i s  i n  touch wi th  money, i t  hopes t h a t  
it  is i n  touch w i t h  he lp .  They a r e ,  t h i s  grey day, g e t t i n g  out  
telephone c a l l s ,  telegrams t o  a man i n  Washington, D.C., who is 
he lp ing  Senator  Pe te  Wilson of Washington, D.C . ,  g e t  ou t  a Senate  
b i l l  which w i l l  b e  comparable f o r  t h e  Senate as Pane t t a ' s  House 
of Representat ives b i l l ,  which is number 2059. The e f f o r t  i s  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  c o a s t a l  t r a c t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and t o  e l imina te  Lease 73 
a l t o g e t h e r  from Por t  San L u i s  t o  Point  Sa l .  But, a t  t h e  very 
l e a s t ,  it's t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  statets c o a s t a l  a r e a  c o n t r o l  and t o  t i e  
i n  t h e  Pismo Beach a rea ,  t h e  Pismo-Point San Luis a rea ,  with 
P a n e t t a ' s  b i l l  r e l a t e d  t o  Lease S a l e  53. 



Van Tyne: So of course t h e r e ' s  no way of t e l l i n g  how t h i s  i s  a l l  going t o  
go 

Jones : No. But those acc iden t s  and p o l l u t i o n  and unforeseeable detr iment  
t o  t h e  l and  is what would result on this c o a s t a l  land  which is 
spoken of by t h e  Federal  Fish and Wi ld l i f e  people as "the most 
unique and f r a g i l e  ecosystem i n  t h e  s t a t e  of Cal i forn ia ."  



I11 WORKING WITH OTHER GROUPS AND CLUB LEADERS 

Nature Conservancy, Audubon, and the  Native P l a n t  Socie ty  

Van Tyne: Well, U.S. F ish  and W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce  is p a r t  of t h e  Department of 
t h e  I n t e r i o r  and s o  i s  Mineral  Management, bu t  they don ' t  speak t o  
each o t h e r .  I n  the course  of a l l  t h i s  long,  twenty-odd yea r s  
t h a t  you've been working t o  p r o t e c t  t he  dunes, what o t h e r  organi-  
z a t i o n s  bes ide  t h e  S i e r r a  Club have been involved? Who have you 
worked wi th?  

Jones : Helpfu l ly ,  one of t h e  s t r o n g e s t  is t h e  Nature Conservancy, and I ' m  
happy t o  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  Nature Conservancy has  put  i t  i n  w r i t i n g  
t o  m e  e a r l y  t h i s  yea r  t h a t  they d e f i n i t e l y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
acqu i r ing  some of t h e  Guadalupe Dunes, which is exac t ly  t h e  a r e a  
I have j u s t  r epo r t ed  t o  b e  t h e  most unique and f r a g i l e  ecosystem 
i n  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a .  

Van Tyne: T h a t ' s  t h e  Santa Barbara County end? 

Jones : No, t h i s  is  t h e  Guadalupe Dunes i n  southern  San Luis  Obispo County, 
which is  t e c h n i c a l l y ,  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  Eetween Oso Flaco Lake and 
t h e  Santa Maria River.  These a r e  t h e  Guadalupe Dunes. The a rea  
south. of t h e  Santa Maria River is t h e  Mussel Rock Dune complex. 
And n o r t h  of Oso Flaco Lake is t h e  Cal lender  Dune complex. And 
t h e  o v e r a l l  umbrella t i t l e  i s  t h e  Nipomo Dunes, and these  designa- 
t i o n s  come from t h a t  d i s t i ngu i shed  geomorphologist D r .  William S. 
Cooper i n  h i s  s tudy  of t h e  c o a s t a l  dunes of bo th  Ca l i fo rn i a  and 
Baja C a l i f o r n i a .  His d e f i n i t i v e .  work i s  t i t l e d  Coastal  Dunes of 
C a l i f o r n i a  and was publ ished i n  1967 a s  Memoir 104 by t h e  Geological  
Soc ie ty  of America, Inc . ,  i n  Boulder, Colorado. I have a  copy 
which D r .  Cooper i n s c r i b e d  t o  m e  and gave t o  me. It is r i g h t  
here ;  let  m e  show you what h e  wrote:  "For M r s .  Kathleen Jackson 
with. deep apprec i a t ion  of h e r  v i g i l a n t  guardianship of t h e  Santa 
Maria dunes. William S. Cooper. May 24, 1968.'' 

Van Tyne: Any o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b e s i d e  t h e N a t u r e  Conservancy? How about 
Auduhon, f o r  i n s t a n c e ?  



Jones : Y e s ,  I w i l l  mention Audubon, bu t  I w i l l  say  t h e  Nature Conservancy 
has been except ional ly  he lp fu l .  They a r e  easy t o  reach,  they a r e  
quick t o  respond, and they helped us p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  our e f f o r t s  t o  
s e e  t h a t  b i g  Coreopsis JEll fs protec ted .  It is t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  
vegetated dune i n  the  Guadalupe Dunes complex. It i s  a unique high 
hill--about 150-feet e l eva t ion  and about one long mi le  back, e a s t  
of t h e  beach--where t h e r e  a r e  more d i f f e r e n t  kinds of flowers and 
p l a n t s  than occur i n  any o ther  a rea  t h a t  I know of i n  t h e  dunes. 
My husband and I named i t  Coreopsis H i l l  because i t  is j u s t  
spec tacu la r  wi th  t h e  f ea the ry  shrubs of g r e a t  golden d a i s i e s  i n  
March., and t h e  s t a t e  Department of Parks and Recreat ion has adopted 
t h e  name. Yes, t h e  Nature Conservancy has been extremely valuable.  

Now, o the r  organiza t ions .  Audubon took p a r t  i n  the  1974 e f f o r t s  
toward good management of the  dunes by d iscuss ing  a favored l o c a t i o n  
a s  a g r e a t  s t a t e  park  entrance,  and t h a t  was t h e  Callender a rea  
entrance.  Audubon could he lp  u s  more were t h e i r  members c l o s e r  t o  
our a rea .  They would he lp  u s  r i g h t  now i f  we would go t o  them on 
something b ig .  Like t h e  ou te r  con t inen ta l  s h e l f ,  they have taken 
a p a r t  i n  the  one major hear ing  w h i c h h a s  been he ld  so  f a r  on 
Lease Sa le  73. They d i d  he lp  on Lease Sa le  53. 

They have t h e i r  own problems around Morro Bay. And I am now 
speaking of t h e  Morro Coast Audubon Society.  Morro Coast Audubon 
is en t rus t ed  t o  keep ou te r  con t inen ta l  s h e l f  o i l  f a r  of f  of 
Morro Bay because t h e  major center  of Audubon i n  San Luis Obispo 
County is t h e  Morro Coast Audubon Society.  There is a l s o  an 
Audubon Society i n  the  northern p a r t  of San Luis  0bispo County, 
which. is not  s o  concerned wi th  c o a s t a l  problems; i t  has  enough t o  
do in land.  

There is a new Audubon Socie ty  i n  Santa Maria, Los Padres 
Audubon, and t h e i r  f i r s t  p res iden t  worked f o r  Husky O i l  Company, 
and s o  t h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  there .  They a r e  
well-meaning, but  do no t  seem t o  be tak ing  a major p a r t  i n  the  
o i l  controversy a t  t h i s  time. However, they o f t e n  conduct b i r d  
s tudy walks a l l  throughout the  Nipomo Dunes. 

Van Tyne: You mentioned the Ca l i fo rn ia  Native P lan t  Socie ty ,  too. 

Jones : The Ca l i fo rn ia  Native Plant  Socie ty  has  become extremely a c t i v e  i n  
conservat ion and i n  the t o t a l  environmental p i c t u r e  i n  San Luis 
Obispo County. They express themselves on a l l  i s s u e s  t h a t  would 
a f f e c t  p l a n t s  i n  any way. There a r e  t h e  p l a n t s  of the  dunes, t h e  
p l a n t s  of our nor thern  coas t ,  p l a n t s  in land;  i f  nor th  coas t  Audubon 
has problems t h e r e  they  he lp .  They have an e x c e l l e n t  conservat ion 
chairman, and my husband and I a r e  very  a c t i v e  w i t h  them. They're 
quick t o  respond. 



Van Tyne: I n  the -course  of your long ca ree r  you have c e r t a i n l y  had a l o t  of 
experience i n  working w i t h  o r  agains t  various agencies, f edera l ,  
s t a t e ,  county, and would you l i k e  t o  t a l k  about some of those 
experiences? 

Jones : I cannot remember any contact  With Federal Fish and Wildl i fe  o r  
any federa l  bureau except the  Bureau of Land Management b r i e f l y ,  
inquir ing,  "What is going t o  happen a t  Point  Sal?"  

Van Tyne: Well, I wasn't r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  dunes, j u s t  i n  your 
general  experience. 

BLM and the  Forest  Service 

Jones : Well, i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s the  new S i e r r a  Club group, t h e  Santa Lucia 
group of t h e  S i e r r a  Club worked w i t h  the  Bureau of Land Management 
t o  t r y  t o  get  t h e  county t o  purchase Bureau of Land Management 
pa rce l s  a l l  over t h e  county, which were ava i l ab le  f o r  r ec rea t ion  
uses a t  twenty-five d o l l a r s  an acre ,  and w e  d id  have good contacts  
w i t h  BLM a t  that time. We w i l l  be seeking BLM point  of view and 
comments when we come, before  long, t o  d iscuss  the  Point  S a l  
acqu i s i t ion  o r  t h e  d isposal  of publ ic  lands a t  Point  Sal .  W e  
heard a dreadful  rumor t h a t  the  land a t  Point Sal  i t s e l f  and some 
of t h a t  a rea  were owned by m i l i t a r y  e n t i t i e s  i n  the  federa l  govern- 
ment and t h a t  they w e r e  going t o  be t r ans fe r red  t o  the  Bureau of 
Land Management, another f edera l  e n t i t y ,  and t h a t  t h e  Bureau of 
Land Management migh-t plan t o  se l l  them t o  p r i v a t e  developers, 
and t h i s  worried us  g r e a t l y  because we could see a r e s o r t  h o t e l  
develop on those magnificent headlands and overlooking those 
exqu i s i t e  and r i c h  t idepool shoa l s  along t h e  Point  S a l  coas t .  This 
i s  something t h a t  i s  i n  the works ahead, work t o  be done. 

Van Tyne: You've had some deallngs wi th  the  Forest  Service;  t h a t ' s  another 
f e d e r a l  agency. 

Jones : I ' m  t ry ing  t o  th ink  where i n  our chapter o r  I have had a great  
deal  of exchange with t h e  Forest  Service  i n  San Luis County. Only 
i n  our e a r l y  e f f o r t s  t o  have Lopez Canyon protec ted  and eventually 
s e t  a s i d e  a s  the  Santa Lucia Wilderness; t h a t  was a s t rugg le .  The 
leadership  f o r  t h a t  wilderness was ves ted  i n  Lee Wilson of Arroyo 
Grande, and he h a s  f a i t h f u l l y  continued t o  follow.through on t h a t  
and on major e f f o r t s  t o  g e t  l a r g e  acreages of the  remote and 
i n t e r e s t i n g  La Panza Range: Machesna Mountain and Garcia Mountain, 
a l s o  Cal iente  Mountain i n  the  very i s o l a t e d  Cal iente  Range. It is 
our h ighes t  mountain peak, 5,106 f e e t  e levat ion.  Lee Wilson i s  now 
present ly  a member of the--What is the  name of t h e  committee, 
Wilderness and-- 



Van Tyne: Southern Cal i fornia  Forest  and Wilderness Committee. -- 

Jones : Y e s ,  I be l i eve  h e ' s  a member of tha t  committee. 

Van Tyne: Y e s .  

Jones : The Forest  Service i n  our general  area  has been extremely he lp fu l  
on l o c a l  mat ters ,  mat ters  of where t r a i l s  need t o  be repaired and 
marked or  where they need t o  be c l a r i f i e d ,  and they have put i n  a 
few new- t r a i l s  a c t u a l l y  i n  our area.  I would say t h a t  our experience 
i n  working with the l o c a l  people i n  t h e  Santa Maria o f f i c e  of 
Los Padres National Forest  has been a harmonious, good re la t ionsh ip .  

Bob Stone of t h a t  o f f i c e  is t h e  most knowledgeable person on 
a l l  USFS t r a i l s  i n  San Luis Obispo County and adjoining northern - 
Santa Barbara County. H e  was invaluable i n  helping m e  plan an 
unusual backpack outing, t h e  purpose of which was t o  scout  a route  
t h e  length of t h e  La Panza Range through wonderful back country 
where t h e r e  were no, o r  few, t r a i l s .  Sixteen people made t h e  s i x -  
and-a-half-day trip--very rugged, very rewarding--and someday maybe 
t h i s  w i l l  become an es tabl ished USFS t r a i l .  

I cannot th ink  of any mineral  involvement t h a t  involved the  
Forest  Service. Early i n  the  formation of t h i s  chapter here--or 
was i t  i n  the  l a t e  f i f t i e s  when I was s t i l l  i n  Santa Barbara?-- 
t h e r e  was an exchange proposed between the  Forest  Service, which 
owned land near Hunter Ligget t  Mi l i t a ry  Reservation i n  our neighbor- 
ing  Monterey County and coas ta l  lands there ,  too. They were held 
i n  m i l i t a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;  the re  were many m i l i t a r y  takeovers i n  
c o a s t a l  land. But there  came about a marvelous land exchange which 
ne t t ed  the  Forest  Service ownership of land i n  Monterey County, 
which concerned u s  because, although w e  don' t  l i v e  there ,  we use 
Monterey County a s  a p lace  t o  go and enjoy. 

The l a t e  Gus Rickel was supervisor of Los Padres National 
Forest  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  And I w a s  very pleased when he  joined t h e  
S i e r r a  Club. H e  and I had some long arguments about how t o  preserve 
t h e  Cal i fornia  condor. He kept me informed about the progress of 
t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  exchange of th-e m i l i t a r y  land f o r  USFS land i n  
Monterey County., and a s  soon a s  i t  was f i n a l i z e d ,  h e  telephoned m e  
i n  g rea t  e l a t i o n  t o  g i v e  m e  the news. 

Excellent  USFS campgrounds have been, and continue t o  be, 
developed i n  this acquired spectacular  coas t  land along Cal i fornia  
S t a t e  Highway 1. They a r e  popular and a r e  increasingly used a l l  
year round. A s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s ,  coas ta l  t r a i l s  of t h e  Santa 
Lucia Mountains have been improved and even new ones developed. 



Local O f f i c i a l s  

Van Tyne: What's your s tanding with t h e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  county? From a 
personal  s tandpoint ,  and what have t h e  c lub ' s  r e l a t ionsh ips  been 
with. t h e  board of supervisors ,  f o r  ins tance .  Of course,  t h a t  could 
be up and down depending on who was i n  o f f i c e .  

Jones : I n  the  f i r s t  p l ace ,  many of u s  have f e l t  t h a t  our county supervisors  
i n  San Luis Obispo County w e r e  always a v a i l a b l e  and reachable.  The 
v o t e  (so much of t h e  time) of our county's supervisors  on environ- 
mental mat ters  has been, unhappily, a v o t e  of t h r e e  t o  two. But I 
w i l l  say t h i s ,  t h a t  we have superviocs from time t o  t i m e  who have-- 
W e  have always had someone i n  the  s u p e r v i s o r i a l  p a r t  of the  county's 
government t h a t  was reachable and would work with us and f o r  u s ,  
f o r  things t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club s t ands  f o r .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember 
whether we've ever  had a supervisor  who was a member of the  S i e r r a  
Club. 

Y e s ,  we have one r i g h t  now: J e f f  Jorgensen; he  i s  an a t torney - 
and a l s o  teaches c i t y  and regional  planning a t  Cal Poly a t  San Luis 
Obispo. H e  is s t r o n g  f o r  good land use.  We have had some very brave  
supervisors  . 

Van Tyne: Well, we've ta lked  before  about s t a t e  agencies,  s o  I ' m  not  going t o  
a sk  you about t h a t .  

Jones Oh, f e d e r a l  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  have s i f t e d  down to  us comments and 
he lp  through s t a t e  Fish and Game people i n  t h i s  county; and on the  
s t a t e  l e v e l ,  when we have needed help on r a r e  and endangered p l a n t  
mat ters ,  wMch were of concern both  t o  S i e r r a  Club people and CNPS 
people, s t a t e  F ish  and Game h a s  a c t u a l l y  had people who've come 
along and gone ou t  i n t o  t h e  dunes wi th  me and made comments and 
taken p i c t u r e s .  We have f e l t  i t  was a good and h e l p f u l  r e l a t i o n -  
sh ip .  

Most important of such. con tac t s  was wi th  Kent A. Smith who 
prepared one of t h e  most outstanding r e p o r t s  on t h e  dunes. It is  
e n t i t l e d  The Natural  Resources of The Nipomo Dunes and Wetlands. 
W e  had a good c lose  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  during 1975 and 1976 whi le  
h e  came and went a g r e a t  dea l  i n  t h e  dunes and phoned me of ten .  
The repor t  was published by- Ca l i fo rn ia  Fish and Game under c o n t r a c t  
t o  t h e  Department of the  ~ n t e r i o r ' s  Fish and Wi ld l i f e  Service  i n  
June 1976. 

I was astonished and very pleased--when Kent s e n t  me a copy 
of h i s  report-- that  he  had dedicated i t  t o  m e  along with D r .  Robert 
Rodin of Cal Polp. D r .  Rodin was a t  t h a t  t i m e  s t i l l  working on 
h i s  r epor t  f o r  t h e  Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r  f o r  the  establ ishment  
of t h e  Nipomo Dunes a s  a Registered National Natural Landmark. The 



Jones : d e d i c a t i o n  is  very  n i c e ;  i t  is  r i g h t  h e r e .  I took i t  o u t  t o  show 
i t  t o  you: 

"F ina l ly ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  is ded ica t ed  t o  two people:  
M r s .  Kathy Jones,  l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  and D r .  Robert  
Rodin, p r o f e s s o r  emer i tu s  a t  C a l i f o r n i a  Po ly t echn ic  
S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y  a t  San Luis Obispo, each  of whom has 
s u p p l i e d  in fo rma t ion  f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t .  They both  have 
s p e n t  many hour s  among t h e  Nipomo Dunes and wet lands ,  
have r e a l i z e d  t h e  beauty and e c o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
of t h e s e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  and have worked u n t i r i n g l y  
toward t h e i r  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  I' 

Comments on S i e r r a  Club Leaders  

Van Tyne: Would you c a r e  co comment b r i e f l y  on any of t h e  c lub  l e a d e r s  
you 've known, worked w i t h ?  Ed Wayburn, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w e ' l l  s tar t  
with.  him. Have you known him w e l l ?  

Jones : Well,  may I mention someone who w a s  no t  e x a c t l y  a l e a d e r ,  and y e t  
h e  w a s  a l e a d e r  i n  h i s  own f i e l d ,  and t h a t  is. t h e  photographer  
Cedr ic  Wright who wro te  t h e  e x h i b i t  format book, Words of t h e  
Earth.. He is  t h e  one who g o t  me i n t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club and f i r s t  
i n t e r e s t e d  m e  i n  t h e  c lub  way back i n  1928 and '29. There w a s  
a wonderful  person,  who had t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  c lub  i n  h imsel f  and 
i n  h i s  c h o i c e  of l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e  butdoors ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  garden 
and t h e  l i g h t s  under h i s  eaves brought  t h e  whole outdoors  i n t o  h i s  
home. 

His dea th  seemed t o  me s o  u n f o r t u n a t e  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  age  than  
w a s  necessary ,  from a n  i l l n e s s  t h a t  could not  be cured.  Well. . .  
and Cedric  Wright 's  d i s c u s s i o n  of c lub  t r a d i t i o n s ,  c lub  p o l i c y ,  
and c lub  work f a r  a f i e l d - - i n  1949, when I went on t h a t  f i r s t  
h i g h  trip--gave me a very  s e r i o u s  unders tanding  of what w a s  going 
on i n  this c l u b ,  which I had jo ined  f o r  pu re  p l e a s u r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  
walk t h e  High S i e r r a  t rai ls .  Then, t h e  t i m e  came when I found 
myself i n  c lub  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Jones : And I don ' t  know how t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e s e  people,  t h e s e  c lub  l e a d e r s ,  
d i f f e r e n t l y  excep t  t h a t  they  were sou rces  of encouragement and 
in fo rma t ion  and wisdom. D r .  Edgar Wayburn and Peggy, w i t h  h e r  
qu ick  mind, poss ib ly  f i l l i n g  i n  w i t h  something t h a t  maybe D r .  Wayburn 
had passed  by too  qu ick ly .  He had such a good d iagnos . t ic  t h r u s t  t o  
t h e  h e a r t  of a ma t t e r .  



Jones : Cicely. Christy,  with. her warm, qu ie t  wisdom, her long experience 
with. the  club. 

Charlotte Mauk, wi th  her  s p i r i t u a l  understanding of club 
goals and her awareness of club p o l i t i c s ,  i f  you w i l l ,  which never 
seemed t o  have in terrupted anything t ha t  I wanted t o  do, anything 
I believed i n .  I f e e l  t h a t  I have traveled through some d i f f i c u l t  
passageways--between, was i t  Scyl la  and Charybdis?--at any r a t e ,  
d i f f i c u l t  passageways i n  club p o l i t i c s  and passed through unscathed. 
I f e e l  t ha t  they haven't  ensnared m e  i n  any way. 

Van Tyne: Other board members- perhaps? 

Jones : Oh, Bestor Robinson--his shrewd thinking was a g rea t  education to 
me. Although.1 f e l t  I disagreed with posi t ions  he took, I recog- 
nized t ha t  h e  was opening up f o r  me pa t t e rns  of thinking t h a t  were 
new. And Lewis Clark influenced m e  wi th  the  t o t a l i t y  of h i s  
dedication t o  S i e r r a  Club standards i n  land e th i c s ,  as I had be- 
come famil iar  with the  approach of Aldo Leopold ever s ince  Char lot te  
Mauk l e n t  me h i s  Sand County Almanac. 

Francis Farquhar was S i e r r a  Club pres ident  i n  1949 when I 
joined the  club and was along with h i s  wife  Marge on my f i r s t  
high. t r i p  i n  1949. His in tense  enthusiasm fo r  rock climbing and 
ascents  of d i f f i c u l t  peaks introduced me t o  s c i e n t i f i c  values i n  
these s k i l l s  which I had only looked askance a t  previously. 

I mustn't take  too much time reminiscing, but  l e t  m e  quickly 
touch on a few club l eaders  who especia l ly  s tand out  f o r  t h e i r  
influence on my thinking. Marren Lemmon f o r  h i s  marvelous business 
acumen i n  helping me wi th  the  organizing of the  S i e r r a  Club Council. 
B i l l  Losh, s o  p r ac t i c a l ,  so  generous with h i s  specia l ized knowledge 
of public r e l a t i ons ,  still one of my f avo r i t e  subjects--and s t i l l  
s o  important f o r  S i e r r a  Club. D r .  Crowe and h i s  wife; E l i o tPo r t e r ,  
Ansel Adams. Dick Leonard fo r  the  depth and breadth of h i s  land 
wisdom. Harold Bradley, ab l e  t o  be s o  lovingly c r i t i c a l ,  s o t o l e r a n t .  
Nate Clark fo r  invaluable help  with the S i e r r a  Club Council. Ph i l i p  
Hyde, Fred Grunsky, Randy Dickey and s o  many more. Outstanding was 
t he  beneficent leadership of W i l l  Colby, who, I f e l t ,  p i l o t ed  me 
with a t imeless  graciousness i n t o  a fee l ing  of secur i ty  about the 
new S i e r r a  Club Council. 

Van Tyne: W i l l  S i r i  was the  l i a i s o n  between the board and yourself during 
the  Diablo Canyon business? 

Jones : Well, I ' m  to ld  tha t  hewas .  I hadn' t  thought of him a s  being a 
l i a i s o n  person, I jus t  found h i m  a person who recognized i n  the 
dunes a great  p iece  of land t o  be  protected fo r  its beauty a s  we l l  
a s  i ts s c i e n t i f i c  value. 



Van Tyne: Was he h e l p f u l ?  

Jones : Oh., yes.  Yes, indeed. He was, again,  a person wi th  good judgment 
and an  understanding of c lub goals ,  and i t  seemed t o  me t h a t  he 
t a i l o r e d  a c t i o n s  t o  what was b e s t  f o r  the  S i e r r a  Club, a s  w e l l  a s ,  
of course, what was b e s t  f o r  the land.  I mean t h a t  i s  never 
changed. 

Van Tyne: Shouldn't  they be  the  same th ing? 

Jones : Yes , they should be the  same th ing.  

. 

Van Tyne: What about Dave Brower? 

Jones : Dave Brower was a person wfiom I found very  i n t e r e s t i n g  and I always 
enjoyed any speaking engagement of h i s .  I think of him as being s o  
g i f t e d  w i t h  words t h a t  anything w r i t t e n  by him is  e x c e l l e n t  reading.  
H e  had a b e a u t i f u l  use  of t h e  language. My observations of him i n  
board meetings through. t h e  y e a r s  that I at tended regu la r ly ,  four  
meetings a yea r ,  a r e  t h a t  h e  seemed t o  be someone who had an  i d e e  
f i x e  from which h e  could no t  be swayed i f  something came up t h a t  he 
very much wanted t o  do. He was impassioned t o  produce b e a u t i f u l  
books regard less  of whether t h e r e  w a s  any money i n  the club till 
o r  not .  

But I was no t  embroiled i n  t h i s ,  I was no t  one of t h e  dec i s ion  
makers, no t  one of the board; b u t  had i t  been my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  I 
would have handled him i n  money mat ters  with caut ion and would have 
t r i e d  t o  keep him s t r i c t l y  i n  the  c r e a t i v e  end of th ings ,  because 
I f e l t  t h a t  h e  was more of an  a r t i s t ,  both with words and with p lans  
and ideas ,  than h e  was a p r a c t i c a l  man. And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  l a t e r  i t  
was found t h a t  he had ac ted  i r respons ib ly  bv committing the club 
t o  expenditures which they were no t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  m e e t  seemed 
t o  m e  a very s e r i o u s  mistake on h i s  p a r t .  I l i k e d  h i s  wife Anne. 
We were on a high t r i p  together .  

Other people who have been very  h e l p f u l  w e r e  D r .  S ta rke r  
Leopold, a w i s e  person who had t h i s  i n n a t e  depth of understanding 
of land.  He understood t h e  re la t ionsh ips  between p l a n t s  and 
animals and land i t s e l f ,  land forms. H e  opened my eyes t o  an  under- 
s tanding of w i l d l 5 f e  e t h i c s  and management. And g e t t i n g  t o  know him 
very w e l l  was an important p a r t  of my p leasure  and my education i n  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 
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George Marshall is another  man whose q u i e t ,  f i rm  approval  and 
encouragement meant a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  me. H e  w a s  an  e x c e l l e n t  
l i s t e n e r .  I owe him much. 

I have. i n  my f i l e s  a f o l d e r  t h a t  I c a l l  "Bouquets and Brick 
Bats" and t h e r e  are f i l e d  letters from people i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
who had somethTng c r i t i c a l  t o  say  t o  me. t h a t  needed c o r r e c t i o n  o r  
who had compliments t o  pay m e ,  and I value t h a t  f o l d e r  very much. 

Then, f i n a l l y ,  t o  wind t h i s  up, would you want t o  make any comments 
on t h e  S i e r r a  Club now, both  i n  genera l  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  on a 
n a t i o n a l  bas f s ,  on a l o c a l  b a s i s ,  whatever? One th ing  t h a t  you 
haven' t  mentioned t h a t  belongs i n  h e r e  somewhere and t h a t  is I 
th ink  somebody needs t o  say something about your concern f o r  
br inging  along new people. P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  I ' ve  been indebted t o  
you. 

T h e  seeking  ou t  of new members and urg ing  them t o  come on outings-- 

And he lp ing  them, you know, g e t  s t a r t e d  i n  more of a l eade r sh ip  
p o s i t i o n  and s o  on and s o  f o r t h .  

Yes, I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  I have constantly-- 

You f e e l  t h a t  t h a t  is an important  func t ion  f o r  any o l d e r  member? 

Y e s .  I f e e l  t h a t  t o  discover  where t a l e n t  lies i n  the  f i e l d s  t h a t  
a r e  s o  needed by t h e  S i e r r a  Club, people who understand and c a r e  
about t he  environment and have some t a l e n t  o r  some g r e a t  a b i l i t y  
o r  even a l i t t l e  a b i l i t y  which can be u s e f u l ,  t h e  l i t t l e  people 
and t h e  important people should be  made use o f .  A s  soon a s  you 
f i n d  them, f i n d  sometMng t h a t  they can do and i n v i t e  them t o  do 
i t .  But t h e r e  was something else we were going t o  say t h e r e  too. 

K e l l ,  genera l  comments, whatever. 

Oh, I was going t o  say  I am s o  p leased  a s  I read  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
magazine now, which w e  always used t o  r e f e r  t o  as t he  B u l l e t i n  and 
is now c a l l e d  S i e r r a ,  I am s o  pleased t o  s e e  the  s e c u r i t y  w i t h  
which they s t e p  out  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  g raves t  n a t i o n a l  problems-- 
p o l l u t i o n ,  a i r  q u a l i t y ,  water  q u a l i t y ,  t h i s  matter of t o x i c  wastes 
--things t h a t  are major n a t i o n a l  concerns. 

This  reminds me, someone. else who h a s  inf luenced m e  i n  the  
S i e r r a  Club was Dick S i l l .  I can remember when Dick S i l l  t a lked  
t o  m e  about  the c o n t r o l  of weather. H e  f e l t  i t  w a s  one of t h e  most 
s e r i o u s  problems f a c i n g  c i t y  governments, county governments, s t a t e  
governments, t h e  n a t i o n a l  government. H e  s a i d ,  "Why, w a r s  can b e  
won and l o s t  on this." And I found Dick S i l l ,  a s  I knew him through 
th.e S i e r r a  Club Council, t o  be quick  and very i n t e l l i g e n t .  I w a s  
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shocked that h e  had t o  d i e  s o  young. But t h e r e  were o t h e r s ,  Anne. 
I ' m  th inking how he.lpfu1 Preston Webster was, the  a t to rney  who is 
gone now, i n  h i s  e a r l y  advice  t o  me a s  I caut ious ly  bu t  f i rmly 
took t h e  r e i n s  of one little chapter  down i n  Santa Barbara County. 

How do you f e e l  about our  ent rance  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  arena? 

Oh!  I am s o  pleased a t  t h i s .  Since t h e  I n t e r n a l  Revenue Service  
decided t h a t  w e  were not  an a l t r u i s t i c  educat ional  organiza t ion  
and took away t h a t  phase a s  our s p e c i a l  category,  I am j u s t  t h r i l l e d  
t h a t  w e  have stepped i n t o  an arena  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  b u t  s o  import- 
an t .  

I mean, it's f i n e  wi . thyou i f  w e  endorse candidates f o r  pres ident?  . 
It is f i n e  with. m e  i f  w e  endorse. candidates f o r  any pub l i c  o f f i c e .  

From pres iden t  on down? 

Y e s .  

Were you a t  a l l  a c t i v e  i n  l a s t  year ' s  e l e c t i o n  campaign? 

No, I w a s  not.  I had my hands f u l l  he re  with my k n i t t i n g  on t h e  
dunes. I have a f e e l i n g ,  Anne, t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s o  many o the r  people, 
l eade r s  who have come and gone i n  the  S i e r r a  Club, who w e r e  h e l p f u l ,  
whose names I would l i k e  t o  remember. I can remember Nate Clark. 
I remember Lewis Clark. I th ink  of these  people a s  ones who were 
h e l p f u l  and kind and d id  not  hold back with t h e i r  suggest ions,  even 
though they could be  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  c r i t i c a l .  Most of t h e  t i m e  I 
d id  not  f e e l  c r i t i c i s m .  Most of t h e  t i m e  I f e l t  approval and 
approbation and encouragement; i t  w a s  p r imar i ly  encouragement. 

There were o the r  p res iden t s  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club. [ th inking]  
My, i t ' s  hard t o  go back sometimes and p ick  them out .  I can th ink  
of l e a d e r s  of out ings .  I can th ink  of young Ned Robinson, what 
a good l e a d e r  h e  was of a most d i f f i c u l t  a d u l t  burro  t r i p ;  a 
burro t h a t  abso lu te ly  disappeared and we never d i d  f i n d  again;  
o the r  burros  who ran  away, people who l o s t  t h e i r  tempers; people 
who were impatient  and c r i t i c a l  of the  leader .  H e  always kept  
h i s  cool .  

O h ,  Genny Schumacher, I haven' t  s a i d  a word about h e r .  Now, 
I haven' t  had any contac t  wi th  he r  f o r  yea r s ,  bu t  she was a person 
of whom I was fond and a person whom I admired, and any job s h e  d i d  
seemed s o  we.11 done. And I chide  myself t h a t  I have not  followed 
t h i s  f r i endsh ip  because she was reaching out  h e r  hand t o  continue 
i t  and I le t  my own concerns take  precedence, and I l o s t  t h a t  
contac t .  



Jones : Another person, Michael McCloskey. Now, Michael McCloskey was 
quick  t o  say yes when r s a i d ,  "I have been i n v i t e d  t o  a s t a t e  
convention of t h e  off-road v e h i c l e  people. I want them t o  hear  
from a S i e r r a  Club leader  from the  top o f f i c e ,  w i l l  you come? 
H e  came wi th  his b r i d e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and he spoke t o  them and 
c l a r i f i e d  some of the  po in t s  on which we agree and some of t h e  
poin ts  wi th  which w e  don't agree,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  with regard t o  
land use. 

And t h e r e  must b e  o the r s .  I wish I could remember the  name 
of an eighteen-year-old fromHarvard who was t h e  leader  of t h e  
clean-up t r i p  going up Mount Whitney. Young as  he  was, h e  managed 
our crew of t r a i l  cleaner-uppers wi th  a l i g h t  hand t h a t  got a l o t  
of work done. 

Van 5 n e :  A t  e ighteen  t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  good. Well, does t h i s  about wrap i t  up? 

Jones : I th ink  so.  Perhaps. But no--one th ing  more. I want t o  say t h a t  
someday I would like t o  l a y  i n  t h e  stewardship hands of the  S i e r r a  
Club an u l t ima te  g i f t :  those dunes t h a t  you and I s e e  out  t h e r e  
through. my windows: a whi te  and wind-sculptured wi lderness ,  l aced  
with green glades,  graced wi th  b lue  lakes ,  bes ide  a magnificent 
and tu rbu len t  s u r f  on t h e  long white beaches, i n  t h e  curving 
sweep of a sh in ing  and very b l u e  sea--California 's  g r e a t e s t  c o a s t a l  
s t a t e  park, the  Nip omo Dunes. 

Van 5 n e :  Thank you very much. 

Jones : You're welcome, and I thank you. 

Transcr iber  : Joyce Mini.ck 
F i n a l  Typis t :  Marie Herold 
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?b ?b ?b 

E d i t o r ,  Peak & P r a i r i e :  
Enclosed i s  a  p i e c e  I ' v e  w r i t t e n  which I f e e l  

w i l l  h e l p  t o  c o r r e c t  some bad e r r o r s  pub l i shed  i n  
t h e  r e c e n t  February  S i e r r a  Club B u l l e t i n .  

I a b s o l u t e l y  b e l i e v e  i n  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  
having d i f f e r i n g  op in ions .  But I do n o t  b e l i e v e  
i n  t h e i r  making u s e  o f  u n t r u t h  t o  t r y  t o  convince  
t h e i r  aud ience .  And Mart in  L i t t o n  and Fred  
E i s s l e r  pub l i shed  f l a g r a n t  u n t r u t h s  i n  t h e  Bulle-  
t i n .  When I r e a d  them i t  j u s t  burned me Up, s o  
I am t r y i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y  a t  t h i s  l a t e  d a t e  t o  
c o r r e c t  t h e  t h i n g s  they s a i d .  

I know Diablo  Canyon b e t t e r  t han  they  do, 
probably  b e t t e r  t h a n  anyone i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 
And I c e r t a i n l y  know t h e  Nipomo Dunes ( can  s e e  
them r i g h t  t h i s  minute spread i n  magn i f i can t  a r r a y  
from my view windows) - I know t h e  Dunes b e t t e r  
t h a n  they do. They a r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  p u l l  t h e  
wool over  t h e  eyes  o f  ou r  members. And it i s  n o t  
r i g h t .  

I beg you t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  open l e t -  
t e r  i n  every  way you can,  a t  once  b e f o r e  t h e  Club 
e l e c t i o n s .  Perhaps you can p u b l i s h  it i n  Peak & 

P r a i r i e ,  e t c .  
Yours f o r  t h e  t r u t h ,  
"Kathy " Jackson 
S i e r r a  Club Coordinator  f o r  
t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Nipomo Dunes 

CORRECTION: JOHN MUIR WOULD VOTE NO 

I have h iked  and s l e p t  o u t  i n  t h e  Nipomo 
Dunes f o r  y e a r s ,  i n  storm and sun,  a t  a l l  
seasons .  

I t  is a b s o l u t e l y  un t rue ,  a s  s t a t e d  by 
L i t t o n  and E i s s l e r  i n  t h e i r  February S i e r r a  
Club B u l l e t i n  a r t i c l e ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  unspo i l ed  
a r e a s  o f  t h e  dunes a r e  a l r e a d y  saved i n  Pismo 
S t a t e B e a c h a n d  i n  p r i v a t e l y  owned b i r d  r e f u g e  
l a n d s  and t h a t  we merely need t o  " r e s t o r e  t h e  
remainder."  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  thousands  o f  

n e w s l e l t e r  . r o c k y  m o u n t a i n  c h a p t e r  

unspo i l ed ,  n a t u r a l ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  open dunes and 
rugged c l i f f s  awa i t  our  "saving"  e f f o r t .  They 
l i e  between Oso Flaco Lake and Pt .  S a l ,  1 0  
s h o r e l i n e  mi l e s :  i n v i o l a t e ,  windblown, wi ld .  
a v a i l a b l e .  

Moreover. t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  
shown a c q u i s i t i o n  i n t e r e s t .  Campground s t a t e  
park  development drawings o f  a l l  t h i s  a r e a  are 
i n  p r i n t .  Purchase a w a i t s  n e g o t i a t i o n  w i t h  
owners and f o u r  t o  seven m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  from a  
new S t a t e  Park bond i s s u e .  Two p r e s e n t  t h r e a t s  
i n  t h i s  s e a c o a s t  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e  sand mining and 
an e x t e n s i v e  s u b d i v i s i o n  p roposa l .  H e r e  i s  a  
focus  f o r  ou r  e n e r g i e s  toward p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  
t r u e  wi lde rness .  

By c o n t r a s t ,  Diablo  Canyon h a s  n o t  been 
wi lde rness  s i n c e  1832. I t  i s  an  ove rg razed  oak 
woodland and chappa ra l  canyon, n o t  d i f f e r e n t  
from many i n  t h e  west .  The much t o u t e d  photo- 
g raphs  of  t h e  " l a r g e s t "  oak t r e e ,  c a r e f u l l y  omit  
a  tumble-down shed n e a r  t h e  t r e e :  l i t t l e  mention 
i s  made of  t h e  good d i r t  road which r u n s  t h e  3- 
m i l e  l e n g t h  of  t h i s  obvious ly  overgrazed "wi lder-  
n e s s "  canyon; and no l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n s s  
e x i s t i n g  a t  t h e  end o f  t h i s  road:  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  
padlocked t o o l s h e d  and a  p r ivy .  

Diablo Canyon would indeed have been a  p r e t t y  
p l a c e  f o r  a  county  p i c n i c  park.  But t h e  s t a t e m e n t  
t h a t  t h i s  is " t h e  l a s t  unspo i l ed  e t c . "  is simply 
no t  t r u e .  I have walked t h e  c o a s t l i n e  o f  C a l i f o r -  
n i a ' s  c e n t r a l  c o a s t  w i th  o t h e r  S i e r r a  Club members 
on scheduled  o u t i n g s .  I have walked w i t h  o t h e r s  
i n  Diablo  Canyon and i n  t h e  Nipomo Dunes. Many 
know t h e  t r u t h .  They should  speak o u t .  

John Muir would have  s a i d ,  "We shou ld  uphold 
t h e  r e p e a t e d  d e c i s i o n s  of our  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  
and t h e  democra t ic  vo te  of ou r  n a t i o n a l  membership. 
How was te fu l  and dev ious  to  h a r a s s  ou r  members 
once more on  t h i s  s o r e  i s s u e .  Le t  u s  s t a n d  f i r m  -- 
and suppor t  our b e l i e f  i n  a g r e a t  s ea  dunes  s t a t e  
park:  l e t  u s  uphold S i e r r a  Club i n t e g r i t y .  Vote 
No'on t h e  Diablo Canyon ques t ion .  And do n o t  
v o t e  f o r  any c a n d i d a t e  who f a v o r s  reopening t h i s  
i s s u e .  " 

John Muir would have  s a i d  VOTE NO. .... Kathy Jackson  
February 1969 
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INTRODUCT ION 

A. S ta rker  Leopold, Emeritus Professor  of Zoology and Wi ld l i f e  Biology and 
Management i n  t h e  Department of Forestry and Resource Management, died suddenly 
of a  h e a r t  a t t ack  i n  h i s  Berkeley home on August 23.  He was 69. Leopold was an 
i n f l u e n t i a l  f i g u r e  i n  w i l d l i f e  management and pol icy ,  and he  had a  major impact 
on changing a t t i t u d e s  and p o l i c i e s  during t h e  environmental awareness e r a  i n  
t he  1960s and '70s. A s  chairman of a  po l icy  committee appointed by I n t e r i o r  
Secretary Stewart Udall  during t h e  Kennedy adminis t ra t ion ,  he was instrumental  
i n  formulating major new p o l i c i e s  on management of na t iona l  parks and w i l d l i f e  
refuges during a  c r r t i c a l  pornt  i n  Amerrcan a t t i t u d e s  towards the  environment. 

National parks were under increas ing  pressure  t o  s a t i s f y  r ec rea t iona l  
demands of a burgeoning number of v i s i t o r s ,  and t h e  Leopold committee reaff i rmed 
t h e  n a t u r a l  values a s  predominant, urging t h a t  i n t ens ive  r ec rea t iona l  development 
occur ou t s ide  of t h e  parks under p r i v a t e  i n i t i a t i v e .  The committee recognized 
t h a t  parks were dynamic,ecological e n t i t i e s ,  and t h a t  p ro t ec t ion  alone would 
r e s u l t  i n  l o s s  of some of t h e  very n a t u r a l  values they were e s t ab l i shed  t o  
p r o t e c t .  Wi ld l i fe  refuges were redefined a s  n a t u r a l  ecosystems, with emphasis 
on a l l  r ec rea t iona l  uses ,  inc luding  hunting. 

I n  add i t i on  t o  Leopold's s e rv i ce  on numerous comiss ions  ( the  more notab le  
ones being the  Marine Mammal Commission and the  San Francisco Bay Commission) , 
he was widely consulted both na t iona l ly  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  on w i l d l i f e  i s s u e s .  
Hardly an i s s u e  a rose  without h i s  being consul ted,  a s  I discovered quickly a s  
one of h i s  graduate s tudents  i n  the 1960s. I wrote my d i s s e r t a t i o n  on t h e  r a r e  
t u l e  e l k ,  f o r  which I sought t o  take s i x  e l k  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  purposes under a  
c o l l e c t i n g  permit from the  Ca l i fo rn i a  Fish and Game Commission. Aware of t h e  
v o l a t i l e  na tu re  of t he  reques t ,  I made a  well-prepared p re sen ta t ion  t o  t h e  
commission based on i r r e f u t a b l e  logic--to which the  only quest ion from the  
commission was : "Does S ta rke r  Leopold approve of t h i s  request?"  

Leopold was an outs tanding n a t u r a l i s t  wi th  a  profound apprec ia t ion  and 
r e spec t  f o r  the i n t r i c a t e  beauty of na ture .  He had no d i f f i c u l t y  reso lv ing  
t h i s  view with h i s  own love  of hunting and f i sh ing ,  which he pursued with 
r e l i s h .  One of S t a rke r ' s  proudestpossessions was a  r i f l e  from h i s  f a t h e r ,  
Aldo Leopold, with t e e t h  marks on the  b u t t  s tock made by a  wolf i n  i t s  death 
throes .  This event had a  profound e f f e c t  on Aldo and was a  turn ing  poin t  i n  
h i s  t ransformation from an unthinking hunter  t o  t he  eventual  spokesman f o r  t h e  
immeasurable value of wild and n a t u r a l  th ings .  S t a rke r  took g rea t  p leasure  
t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  book, Sand County Almanac, became a credo f o r  environmental- 
i s  ts everywhere. 

S t a rke r  was a  member of t h e  widely known Leopold family,  from which th ree  
s i b l i n g s ,  inc luding  Starker ,  were e l ec t ed  t o  t h e  National Academy of Sciences.  
H i s  f a t h e r  arranged ind iv idua l  hunting and f i s h i n g  t r i p s  with h i s  boys, and a s  
a  l a d  S ta rke r  negot ia ted  with h i s  bro thers  t o  get t h e i r  t r i p s .  H i s  exuberant 
h i j i n k s  landed him i n  ho t  water a s  an undergraduate a t  t h e  Universi ty  of 
Wisconsin and caused Aldo, a  professor  t h e r e ,  no l i t t l e  g r i e f .  



S t a r k e r  had a p o s i t i v e  ou t look  and an i nexhaus t i b l e  z e s t  f o r  l i f e ,  which 
he l i v e d  completely.  H e  never  t a l k e d  about h i s  problems and d i sappoin tments ,  
and he had h i s  share .  He s u f f e r e d  g r e a t l y  from a bad back about which h e  never  
complained. When he  r e tu rned  t o  h i s  o f f i c e  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  h e a r t  a t t a c k  he  
brushed o f f  welldmeaning ques t i ons  a s  though he were bo thered  by l i t t l e  more 
t han  a troublesome hangna i l .  

H e  was v i c e  chance l lo r  o f  t h e  Berkeley campus dur ing  t h e  i l l - f a t e d  
admin i s t r a t i on  t h a t  f loundered on t h e  f r e e  speech movement and Vietnam war 
p r o t e s t s .  H i s  a l i e n a t i o n  from some co l leagues  i n  zoology--and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
h i s  move from t h e  Museum o f  Ve r t eb ra t e  Zoology, where h e  had been gradua te  
s t u d e n t ,  a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r ,  and a c t i n g  d i r e c t o r  (and t o  which he had a deep 
loyalty)--were keen disappointments .  Although I had almost d a i l y  con t ac t  w i th  
him through much of t h i s  p e r i o d ,  I never  once heard  him speak an ill word 
about ,  o r  even i d e n t i f y ,  any i n d i v i d u a l .  

S t a r k e r  loved companionship. H e  loved t o  hunt  o r  f i s h  w i th  o t h e r s ,  and, 
perhaps most o f  a l l ,  sha r e  before-dinner d r i nks  a f t e r  a good day. He was a 
g r e a t  racon teur ,  which accounted f o r  h i s  g r e a t  p o p u l a r i t y  w i th  s t u d e n t s .  H i s  
l e c t u r e s  were n o t  e x e r c i s e s  i n  b l i n d i n g  o r a t o r y  o r  s l a s h i n g  w i t .  They were 
sma l l  gems o f  common sense ,  spoken w i th  q u i e t  good humor and g e n t l e  optimism. 
H i s  o b j e c t  was n o t  t o  b r i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e i r  f e e t ,  b u t  t o  t h e i r  s ense s .  

Af t e r  r e t i r i n g  i n  1978, he dropped o u t  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a f f a i r s  and 
pursued t h ings  c l o s e r  t o  h i s  h e a r t .  He prepared s tudy  s k i n s  o f  b i r d s  and 
mammals f o r  t h e  w i l d l i f e  s t udy  c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  were t h i n g s  o f  beau ty .  H e  carved 
min ia tu res  of waterfowl from wood. He consu l ted  on w i l d l i f e  problems and 
c a r r i e d  on an  ex t ens ive  correspondence wi th  f r i e n d s  and co l leagues  i n  t h e  
n a t u r a l  resources  f i e l d .  H e  wro te  some and reviewed some. H e  hunted and 
f i s h e d  a l o t .  H e  l i v e d  l i f e  t o  t h e  end, never  t r a d i n g  t h e  p r e sen t  f o r  t h e  
p rospec t  of more f u t u r e .  A s  he  had w i th  h i s  l i f e ,  S t a r k e r  accomplished h i s  
dea th  w i th  s imple  d i g n i t y  and without  f a n f a r e .  

P r o f e s s o r  Dale McCullough 
Department of Fo re s t ry  and Resource 

Management 

Quoted from C a l i f o r n i a  Monthly, October,  1983, Berkeley,  C a l i f o r n i a .  



INTERVIEW HISTORY 

The Leopold family  has  been c a l l e d  "America's f i r s t  family  o f  s c i e n c e . "  
The e l d e s t  son,  Aldo S t a r k e r ,  had an  o u t s t a n d i n g  c a r e e r  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  
z o o l o g i s t ,  b i o l o g i s t ,  and t e a c h e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  work through t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  h e  was on numerous commissions, c o u n c i l s ,  and 
adv i sory  groups.  He  had an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s  w e l l  as n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n .  

A s  p a r t  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Oral His to ry  P r o j e c t  I planned t o  i n t e r v i e w  
D r .  Aldo S t a r k e r  Leopold on h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c lub .  I t a l k e d  t o  him 
on t h e  phone t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p rocess  and s e t t l e  on a  d a t e .  He was very  c o r d i a l  
and coopera t ive .  H i s  on ly  c o n d i t i o n  was t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  n o t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
h i s  t r o u t - f i s h i n g  t r i p s .  H e  had s e v e r a l  scheduled f o r  t h e  summer. 

W e  met f o r  two hours  on June 1 4 ,  1983, f o r  our  f i r s t  t a l k .  D r .  Leopold 
had rese rved  t h e  Leopold L i b r a r y  on t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a , B e r k e l e y ,  
campus s o  t h a t  we would n o t  be  d i s t u r b e d .  At f i r s t  h e  c o u l d n ' t  imagine what 
we could  t a l k  about  t h a t  would be  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  o t h e r s ,  b u t  as soon a s  h e  got  
s t a r t e d  h e  t a l k e d  almost non-stop. The s e s s i o n  went s o  w e l l  t h a t  we decided t o  
m e e t  again .  He was busy w i t h  c o n s u l t i n g  work and h i s  f i s h i n g  t r i p s  dur ing  t h e  
summer, s o  w e  agreed  t o  meet i n  t h e  f a l l .  Two days b e f o r e  h i s  f a t a l  h e a r t  
a t t a c k  he  wro te  t o  s a y  t h a t  he  was look ing  forward t o  t h e  n e x t  i n t e r v i e w .  

D r .  Leopold never  had a chance t o  review t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  o r  make c o r r e c t i o n s .  
Any e r r o r s  o r  rn isrepresenta t2ons  are e n t i r e l y  t h e  f a u l t  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r .  
I hope t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  conveys t h e  enthusiasm,  knowledge, and warm 
p e r s o n a l i t y  of t h e  man. 

Caro l  H o l l e u f f e r  
I n t e r v i e w e r I E d i t o r  
S i e r r a  Club H i s t o r y  

Committee 

March, 1984 
L a f a y e t t e ,  C a l i f o r n i a  





I EARLY YEARS AND EDUCATION 

[ I n t e r v i e w  1 : June 1 4 ,  1983]## 

Growing Up i n  New Mexico 

H o l l e u f f e r :  This  i s  an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  D r .  Aldo S t a r k e r  Leopold, P r o f e s s o r  
Emeritus a t  UC Berkeley,  abou t  h i s  c a r e e r  as a  w i l d l i f e  b i o l o g i s t  
and c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  h i s  family  remin i scences ,  and h i s  involvement 
w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. The i n t e r v i e w e r  i s  Caro l  H o l l e u f f e r .  I t ' s  
June 1 4 ,  1983, a  foggy,  o v e r c a s t  day on t h e  Berkeley campus, and 

. we a r e  i n  t h e  Leopold ~ i b r a r y  of Mulford H a l l ,  which c o n s i s t s  of  
D r .  Leopold 's  books, a  ve ry  n i c e  room f u l l  of books f o r  a p r i v a t e  
s t u d y  f o r  people .  

Leopold : Yes, I had a  ve ry  good w i l d l i f e  l i b r a r y  t h a t  I i n h e r i t e d  from my 
f a t h e r  upon h i s  d e a t h .  He s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  one  t h i n g ,  t h a t  I g o t  
t h e  l i b r a r y .  P a r t  of  i t  I l e f t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Wisconsin 
because  i t  w a s  v e r y  l o c a l  i n  i t s  app l i ca t ion- - the  Midwest--but 
most of t h e  s t a n d a r d  j o u r n a l s  I brought h e r e ,  and I ' v e  main ta ined  
them e v e r  s i n c e .  F i n a l l y ,  when I r e t i r e d ,  I gave t h e  whole l i b r a r y  
t o  t h e  Department of F o r e s t r y  h e r e ,  w i t h  t h e  unders tand ing  t h a t  they 
would house i t ,  and t h i s  room t h a t  we a r e  i n  is  t h e  housing.  Th i s  
i s  my o l d  o f f i c e ,  and t h e y  simply added some s h e l v i n g  h e r e .  

W e l l ,  now where do you want t o  s t a r t ?  

H o l l e u f f e r :  How abou t  a t  t h e  beginning? It s a i d  i n  your b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  
t h a t  you grew up i n  Albuquerque and Madison. Was much of t h a t  
t ime s p e n t  on t h e  Sand County farm? 

##This symbol i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a  t a p e  o r  a  segment of a  t a p e  has  
begun o r  ended. For a  gu ide  t o  t h e  t a p e s  s e e  page 33. 



Leopold : That was t h e  Wisconsin p a r t ,  y e s .  And back i n  New Mexico, Dad 
was wi th  t h e  F o r e s t  Serv ice  and s t a r t e d  on t h e  Carson F o r e s t  i n  
n o r t h e r n  New Mexico. Well ,  h e  was on t h e  Apache b e f o r e  t h a t ,  I 
guess .  But when I remember, h e  was s t a t i o n e d  i n  Albuquerque, 
which is t h e  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e .  And from Albuquerque he  used t o  do 
q u i t e  a b i t  of  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g ,  and I s o r t  o f  became h i s  
companion and tagged a l o n g  from about t h e  age  o f  f i v e .  He had a 
b i c y c l e  wi th  a s e a t  on i t ,  on t h e  f r o n t  hand lebars ;  t h a t ' s  where 
I s a t .  And we went up and down t h e  Rio Grande bottoms on t h a t  
t h i n g ,  hun t ing  doves and ducks, and each year  we'd t a k e  one t r i p  
t o  t h e  Pecos River f o r  t rout- - the  whole family  would go f o r  a 
week o r  s o .  

So I became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  out-of-doors r e a l l y  a s  a h u n t e r  
and a s  a f isherman with  my f a t h e r ,  and t h i s  cont inued a l l  through 
t h e  r e s t  o f  our l i f e  t o g e t h e r .  He hunted r i g h t  up till t h e  t ime 
of  h i s  death  i n  1948. 

I n  Albuquerque we had a c c e s s ,  a s  I s a y ,  t o  t h e  Rio Grande. 
About t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  m i l e s  o f  i t  was a l l  we could  cover .  A f t e r  
t h e  b i c y c l e  we go t  a Model T Ford,  and i n  t h a t  t h i n g  we could  g e t  
down a s  f a r  a s  Socorro,  which w a s  a whole day ' s  t r i p - - t h a t ' s  f o r t y  
m i l e s .  

Moving t o  Wisconsin, 1925 

Leopold : It was l a t e r  when we moved t o  Wisconsin. Dad was o f f e r e d  a 
p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t  Serv ice  a s  head of t h e  F o r e s t  Products  
Laboratory i n  Wisconsin, and I g a t h e r  t h a t  he thought  a t  t h e  t ime 
t h a t  h i s  w a s  going t o  put  him i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  s o r t  of head up 
t h e  r e s e a r c h  program f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  It d i d n ' t  prove t o  
be  t h a t  a t  a l l :  i t  was r e s e a r c h ,  merely,  i n  f o r e s t  p roduc t s ,  
mainly timber--how t o  use wood and what f o r ,  p r o p e l l e r s  and one 
t h i n g  and a n o t h e r  f o r  a i r p l a n e s ,  i n  those  days .  So we moved t o  
Wisconsin then .  I w a s  twelve.  

H o l l e u f f e r :  What y e a r  was t h a t ?  

Leopold : Twenty-five. I was twelve y e a r s  o l d .  About t h a t  t ime,  r i g h t  t h e  
y e a r  we moved and then t h e  y e a r  a f t e r ,  we took t r i p s  i n t o  t h e  canoe 
country  of s o u t h e r n  Canada, n o r t h e r n  Minnesota, and on i n t o  t h e  
canoe a r e a ,  which a t  t h a t  t ime wasn ' t  even mapped. You'd s t r i k e  
o f f  and then  t r y  and f i g u r e  o u t  where you were when you were t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  your way home, on t h e  o l d  voyageur t r a c k s  t h a t  were still-- 
You could f i n d  them i f  you looked hard  enough. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Could f i n d  t h e  por tage  t r a i l s ?  



Leopold : Por tage  t r a i l s ,  y e s .  So we had some wonderful  t r i p s  i n t o  t h e  
wi lde rness ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Canadian w i l d e r n e s s  then .  

F a t h e r ' s  Work i n  W i l d l i f e  Management 

Leopold : My f a t h e r  was d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  h e  had a t  t h e  
F o r e s t s  P roduc t s  Laboratory .  The d e t a i l s  o f  t h a t  I r e a l l y  never  
c l e a r l y  unders tood,  except  t h a t  I know h e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t .  And s o  
h e  res igned  from t h e  F o r e s t  Serv ice  t o  t a k e  a n  assignment wi th  t h e  
A r m s  and Ammunition I n s t i t u t e - - t h e s e  a r e  t h e  people  t h a t  made 
s p o r t i n g  arms and ammunition--Remington, Winchester ,  s o  on--to 
conduct a  w i l d l i f e  survey of t h e  n o r t h - c e n t r a l  s t a t e s .  They had 
come t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i f  people  a r e  going t o  shoo t  shotguns  
t h e r e  has  t o  b e  something t o  shoo t  a t ,  and s o  they  b e t t e r  f i n d  o u t  
something about  w i l d l i f e  conserva t ion  and management. 

My f a t h e r  made t h i s  survey.  A t  abou t  t h e  t ime h e  completed 
i t  came t h e  c r a s h  o f  ' 2 9 .  H i s  r e p o r t  was pub l i shed ,  b u t  t h e  work 
t e rmina ted .  The ammunition people  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  they could  
a f f o r d  t o  con t inue  t h e s e  s t u d i e s .  So he  had f i v e  k i d s ,  and h e  
was o u t  o f  work. 

But i n  t h e  course  o f  h i s  work i n  t h e  Southwest w i t h  t h e  
F o r e s t  Serv ice ,  and then  dur ing t h i s  w i l d l i f e  survey of t h e  mid- 
wes te rn  s t a t e s ,  he 'd  come up wi th  some p r e t t y  f i r m  i d e a s  o f  what 
involved w i l d l i f e ,  ecology,  and management. And s o ,  a l though  h e  
had no income a t  all--we were l i v i n g ,  I g a t h e r ,  on s a v i n g s ,  and I 
d o n ' t  know where he 'd  saved t h i s  money, b u t  h e  had a  l i t t l e  b i t - -  
he  wrote Game Management, which i s  t h e  book pub l i shed  by S c r i b n e r ' s  
and which was t h e  c l a s s i c  and s t i l l  is  t h e  c l a s s i c  work on w i l d l i f e  
management. From t h a t  pe r iod  o f  t ime i t  was a  ve ry  remarkable 
p i e c e  of w r i t i n g .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  This  was t h e  one i n  which he  t a l k e d  about  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of p r e d a t o r s  
and h a b i t a t  maintenance? 

Leopold : Yes. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Which was r e a l l y  ahead of i t s  t ime.  

Leopold : T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y  was and was soon recognized a s  being 
a  c l a s s i c .  Upon t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h a t  book, then  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Wisconsin became i n t e r e s t e d ,  and Dean R u s s e l l ,  dean of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
made a  p o s i t i o n  f o r  my f a t h e r  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a s  a  p r o f e s s o r  of 
w i l d l i f e  ecology, w i l d l i f e  management. And t h a t  s t a r t e d  what i s  
now a  ve ry  s t r o n g  w i l d l i f e  department a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Wisconsin.  



Leopold: I n  t h e  meantime I had gone o f f  t o  work f o r  t h e  S o i l  Conservat ion 
Serv ice  i n  La Crosse,  Wisconsin,  f o r  a coup le  of y e a r s .  This  was 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s .  But Dad g o t  an  appointment,  then  he  had a n  
income a g a i n ,  and very  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e  had any money h e  went o u t  
and bought t h i s  farm on t h e  Wisconsin River ,  which w a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  
w r i t i n g  t h e  Sana County Almanac. So we s p e n t  a l o t  of t i m e  up 
t h e r e ,  p l a n t i n g  p ine  t r e e s  and doing a l l  k inds  of f u n  t h i n g s .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  And about  what age  were you a t  t h a t  t ime? 

Leopold : Twenty. I w a s  born  i n  1913, and t h i s  would have been i n  t h e  e a r l y  
t h i r t i e s .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  And were you t h e  o l d e s t  o f  t h e  f i v e ?  

Leopold : Yes. The r e s t  o f  t h e  k i d s  were s t i l l  i n  high school  and c o l l e g e .  
Well, a f t e r  a y e a r  and a h a l f  o f  working f o r  t h e  S o i l  Conservat ion 
Serv ice  I found o u t  how much I d i d n ' t  know, and I came back t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin,  graduated i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  1936, and 
then  went t o  Yale F o r e s t r y  School,  l a r g e l y ,  I guess ,  because  t h a t ' s  
where my dad went t o  s c h o o l ,  s o  I had t o  go t o  Yale F o r e s t r y  School 
too .  

From Yale t o  Berkeley 

Leopold: And I was t h e r e  one y e a r  working on t h e  m a s t e r ' s  program, which 
is a two-year program, b u t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  y e a r  I was awarded 
a f e l l o w s h i p  f o r  g radua te  s t u d y  t h a t  p e r m i t t e d  me t o  t a k e  i t  a t  
any u n i v e r s i t y .  It was a c t u a l l y  a Char les  Lathrop Pack F o r e s t r y  
Fel lowship.  I d i d n ' t  have t o  s t a y  a t  Yale.  By t h i s  t ime I knew 
very  w e l l  I wanted t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  w i l d l i f e  f i e l d ,  n o t  j u s t  s t r a i g h t  
f o r e s t r y ,  and s o  I d i d n ' t  complete t h e  m a s t e r ' s  program a t  Yale 
b u t  came i n s t e a d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  Berkeley,  t o  work 
w i t h  Joseph G r i n n e l l ,  who a t  t h a t  t ime was one o f  - t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  
n a t u r a l i s t s  and c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  i n  t h i s  coun t ry .  Many of h i s  
w r i t i n g s  i n t r i g u e d  me, s o  I wanted t o  come o u t  and t a k e  my Ph.D. 
w i t h  J G ,  which I d i d ,  excep t  t h a t  b e f o r e  I completed my work, 
D r .  G r i n n e l l  d i e d .  And s o  I f i n i s h e d  wi th  Alden M i l l e r .  

Now, a f t e r  I came t o  C a l i f o r n i a  I d i d n ' t  s e e  ve ry  much of  
home o r  my dad,  f ami ly .  I ' d  g e t  back t h e r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  I t h i n k  
i t  was 1944 t h a t  I went back t h e r e  i n  t h e  fa l l - - took l e a v e  t o  w r i t e  
my Ph.D. t h e s i s .  So t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  yea r  t h a t  I r e a l l y  d i d  any 
hun t ing  wi th  my f a t h e r  o r  had much a c t i v i t y  w i t h  him. 



I1 WORKING AS A WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST 

Deer and Turkey Study i n  t h e  Ozarks 

Leopold: I n  '39,  a f t e r  I ' d  f i n i s h e d  my b a s i c  course  work h e r e ,  t h e r e  was 
q u i t e  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  b i o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t y  among t h e  s t a t e s .  Most 
of t h e  s t a t e s  had f i s h  and game depar tments ,  bu t  up t o  t h a t  t i m e  
t h e y ' d  a l l  been p r e t t y  much s t r a i g h t  game wardens, p a s s i n g  laws 
and e n f o r c i n g  hun t ing .  But wi th  t h e  passage of t h e  Pit tman- 
Robertson Act i n  1937 o r  '38  I guess i t  was, t h e  f e d e r a l  t a x  on 
s p o r t i n g  arms and ammunition was r e a l l o c a t e d  from t h e  f e d e r a l  
government back t o  t h e  f o r t y - e i g h t  s t a t e s ,  on some kind of a  
formula,  s o  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e s  could  develop t h e i r  own b i o l o g i c a l  
programs--that i s  t o  say  f o r  r e s e a r c h .  The money would n o t  be 
used f o r  game wardens o r  game farms and t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s :  
i t  had t o  be  f o r  b i o l o g i c a l  purposes .  

Missour i  was one of t h e  f i r s t  of  t h e  s t a t e s  t o  t a k e  advantage 
o f  t h i s  and pu t  t o g e t h e r  a  r e a l l y  v e r y  remarkable program of wi ld-  
l i f e  b io logy ,  and I was lucky enough t o  be  i n  on t h a t  f i r s t  wave 
i n  Missour i .  I showed up f o r  work t h e  f i r s t  of  J u l y ,  1939, i n  
J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  and was ass igned  t o  t h e  Ozark a r e a  of Missour i .  
They d iv ided  t h e  s t a t e  i n t o  f i v e  b locks  and I go t  t h e  b e s t  one,  
which w a s  t h e  Ozark. And my assignment a t  t h a t  t ime was t o  r e s t o r e  
d e e r  and wi ld  tu rkeys  t o  t h e  Ozarks. 

Well, t h e  Ozark people--the people  t h a t  had co lon ized  and 
l i v e d  there--were mostly Engl i sh  d e s c e n t ,  r e a l l y  a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  
Daniel  Boone i n  one way o r  a n o t h e r ,  g r e a t  h u n t e r s .  And they 'd  
k i l l e d  a l l  t h e  d e e r  o u t  of t h e  Ozarks. There wasn ' t  a  d e e r  l e f t  
excep t  i n  one a r e a  down i n  Taney County, where t h e r e  w a s  a  fenced,  
p r i v a t e  e n c l o s u r e .  And they 'd  k i l l e d  most a l l  t h e  t u r k e y s .  So 
t h e  problem was one of p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  more than  b io logy ,  r e a l l y ,  
t o  ge t  t h e  Ozark people  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and t o  work 
w i t h  us .  They took d e l i g h t  i n  circumventing t h e  game wardens. 
They j u s t  loved t h a t .  Nothing would be  more fun  t h a n  t o  k i l l  a  
gobbler  and then  go i n  and b rag  about  i t ,  and nobody could  a r r e s t  
you. 



Leopold : So I spen t  f i v e  yea r s  i n  t h e  Ozarks, and t h i s  was my assignment.  
During t h a t  t i m e  I i n i t i a t e d  a  s tudy  of  wi ld  tu rkeys ,  which was 
no t  p a r t  of my assignment,  bu t  I needed a  t h e s i s .  I was t r y i n g  
t o  f i g u r e  ou t  what makes a wi ld  tu rkey  w i ld .  I mean t h e r e  a r e  a  
l o t  o f  tu rkeys .  Some of  them we r a i s e  f o r  human food, and o t h e r s  
a r e  f l y i n g  around wi ld  as can be o u t  i n  t h e  woods. Obviously, t h e r e  
were some g e n e t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h e r e ,  and I f i n a l l y  pinned down 
p r e t t y  we l l  why many of t h e  turkey management e f f o r t s  up t o  t h a t  
t i m e  had been a f a i l u r e .  They were working wi th  tu rkeys  t h a t  
were r e a l l y  no t  wi ld ,  bu t  hybr ids  between wi ld  and domestic b i r d s .  
And t h i s  had t o  do w i th  s i z e  of t h e  b r a i n ,  t h e  s i z e  and develop- 
ment, t h e  ad r ena l  g lands  and t h e  p i t u i t a r y ;  t he se  a r e  a l l  p a r t s  
of  t h e  body c o n t r o l  mechanism t h a t  c o n t r o l s  behavior .  Many of 
t h e  l e a d s  t h a t  I go t  were from doc to r s ,  a c t u a l l y ,  who t o l d  me what 
t o  look  f o r .  Anyhow, t h a t  w a s  my t h e s i s .  

The s t a t e  of  Missouri  then got r i d  of t h e i r  game-farm tu rkeys ,  
s t a r t e d  working e n t i r e l y  w i th  wi ld  b i r d s ,  and working l a r g e l y  wi th  
t h e  Ozark people--trying t o  g e t  them t o  h e l p  t ake  c a r e  of t h e  
turkeys--and t h e  r e s u l t  ha s  been a s ton i sh ing .  Missouri  now has  a  
tremendous turkey popula t ion  and deer  popula t ion ,  s o  t h a t  t h a t  
work was worthwhile.  I had a  good time and lea rned  a  l o t .  I go t  
a  Ph.D. t h e s i s  ou t  of i t ,  and Missouri  got  some b i r d s  back. 

W i l d l i f e  S tud ies  i n  Mexico 

Leopold : Then--that w a s  dur ing  t h e  war--I t r i e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  navy, and they  
wouldn' t  t ake  me f o r  h e a l t h  reasons  because I had v i o l e n t  a l l e r g i e s  
t o  ragweed, of a l l  t h i ngs ,  and of  course  Missouri  is  a  g r e a t  p l ace  
f o r  ragweed. 

So i n s t e a d  I went t o  work f o r  t h e  Pan American Union. William 
Vogt was head of t he  conserva t ion  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Pan American Union 
i n  Washington. And a t  t h a t  t ime, dur ing  t h e  war, they  had a  l o t  
of s c i e n t i s t s  o u t  i n  L a t i n  America look ing  f o r  a l l  k inds  of p roduc ts  
t h a t  might be necessa ry  o r  might be  u s e f u l  i n  t h e  w a r .  For example, 
s u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  rubber and guayule and a l l  k inds  of o t h e r  
[ t h i n g s ] ,  and many of t h e  palms t h a t  might y i e l d  important  o i l s .  
I n  o t h e r  words, they were looking over  t h e  whole American con t i nen t s  
wi th  an i d e a  t h a t  i f  t h i s  war dragged on and on,  we may need some 
of t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

Well, I go t  i n  on t h a t ,  look ing  a t  t he  w i l d l i f e  of  Mexico, 
which was no t  r e a l l y  p a r t  of a  war e f f o r t ,  but  i t  was p a r t  of t h i s  
t o t a l  package. So f o r  two yea r s  my w i f e  and I l i v e d  i n  Mexico 
C i ty ,  and I worked r a d i a l l y  o u t  of t h e r e ,  down a s  f a r  a s  ~ u c a t s n  
and Campeche and Oaxaca and so  on.  



Hol leuf fe r :  How d i d  you t r a v e l  i n  those  a r e a s  a t  t h a t  t ime,  dur ing  t h e  war? 

Leopold : Any way you could! 

Hol leuf fe r :  They d i d n ' t  even have a r a i l r o a d  t h a t  went through t o  YucatSn u n t i l  
t h e  f i f t i e s  o r  s i x t i e s .  

Leopold : No, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  To g e t  t o  Yucatan we had t o  t ake  a boat  from 
Veracruz, l and  o u t s i d e  of Merida, then  they had a l i t t l e  narrow- 
gauge r a i l r o a d  t h a t  r a n  around t h e  pen insu la ,  woodburning--Baldwin 
locomotives burning wood--and we rode t h a t  f o r  a whi le ,  and then  
go t  a n a t i v e  Mayan wi th  a c a r t  and a couple of  ho r se s  t o  h a u l  us 
t o  one of t h e  ceno tes ,  where we could have a camp and ge t  some 
water  (cenote  being t h e  caved-in roof of a l imes tone  cavern) .*  

Anyway, we d i d  a l o t  of t r a v e l  by o x c a r t s  and mule t r a i n s  and 
so  on. I had a c a r .  Where we could ge t  around w i th  an automobile 
we used t h a t .  But i n  two years  I saw a good p a r t  of Mexico, and 
c a r e f u l l y  avoided t h e  no r the rn  p a r t  because I f i gu red  I could g e t  
a t  t h a t  e a s i e r  l a t e r  on. 

A t  t h e  end of t h e  second y e a r ,  which was 1946, D r .  Alden 
M i l l e r ,  who had been my major p ro f e s so r  h e r e ,  came through 
Mexico, and h e  spen t  a day wi th  me and saw what I was doing: When 
he came back, t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f f e r e d  me a s t a f f  p o s i t i o n  h e r e ,  
which I accepted.  

Then i n  subsequent years  a f t e r  '46 I made repea ted  t r i p s  
back i n t o  Mexico--almost every summer--usually wi th  f o u r  o r  f i v e  
graduate  s t u d e n t s  a s  p a r t  of t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  program, f i l l i n g  i n  a l l  
t h e  ho l e s  t h a t  I h a d n ' t  covered be fo r e .  And f i n a l l y  i n  1959, which 
was q u i t e  a whi le  l a t e r ,  I wrote  a book, The W i l d l i f e  of Mexico, 
which i s .  . . . 

Hol l eu f f e r :  An award winner.  

Leopold: Yes. Nobody is l i k e l y  t o  do a l l  t h a t  aga in!  I t 's  an  awful l o t  
of work. 

Jawbone Deer Herd i n  C a l i f o r n i a  

Leopold : During t h a t  pe r iod  t h a t  I was going back and f o r t h  i n t o  Mexico I 
was s t i l l  s t a r t i n g  some r e sea r ch  p r o j e c t s  he r e ,  which was an 
e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of my ope ra t i on  of t r a i n i n g  students--and one t h i n g  

*Cenote i s  a s i nkho l e  o r  we l l  i n  t h e  l imes tone .  



Leopold : and ano ther .  One of them, t h e  f i r s t  one,  a b i g  p r o j e c t ,  w a s  on 
deer--the s t a t u s  o f  deer  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

About t h i s  time i t  w a s  beginning t o  emerge t h a t  t h e r e  could 
be  too many deer .  P rev ious ly  no one ever  thought of  t h a t .  But 
i n  Pennsylvania and i n  one o r  two o t h e r  p l ace s  they suddenly came 
t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  they had s o  many deer  t h e  dee r  were e a t i n g  t h e  
country up, and p r e t t y  soon t h e r e  weren ' t  any dee r  because t h e r e  
w a s  no th ing  l e f t  t o  e a t .  A l l  t h e  s t a t e s ,  i nc lud ing  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
then began t o  reexamine t h e i r  problems of deer  management. But 
t h i s  always l e d  even tua l l y  t o  some proposa l  t o  shoot  does--female 
deer .  And t h a t  i n v a r i a b l y  r a i s e d  an enormous ruckus,  because t h e  
hun t e r s  were used t o  bucks on ly ,  and a  gentleman wouldn' t  shoot  
a  l ady  dee r  and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  

This  was such a  h o t  i t em  t h a t  t h e  Department of  F i sh  and Game 
pawned i t  o f f  on us on a c o n t r a c t .  They d i d n ' t  want t o  do t h e  
r e sea r ch :  they gave i t  t o  us t o  do. So we had a  c o n t r a c t  h e r e ,  
and we conducted two concur ren t  s t u d i e s .  One was an i n t e n s i v e  
s tudy of one herd  of deer--the so-ca l led  Jawbone dee r  herd--which 
is  j u s t  no r th  of  Yosemite. It summers up t h e r e  i n  t h e  Clavey River ,  
up a s  f a r  a s  Sonora Pass ,  and then  comes down i n  t h e  w i n t e r  t o  
Jawbone Ridge. And we s t u d i e d  t h a t  he rd  very i n t e n s i v e l y .  We 
had a  l o t  of  marked animals running around w i th  b e l l s  on t h e i r  
necks and t ag s  i n  t h e i r  e a r s  s o  we could know what they  were doing. 

The o t h e r  w a s  a  gene ra l  survey of  t h e  dee r  s i t u a t i o n  through- 
ou t  t h e  s t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a .  Both of  t h e s e  were publ i shed  then-- 
i n  1952, I guess .  The people  t h a t  helped me on t h e  s t a t ew ide  
survey ,  t h a t  r e a l l y  c a r r i e d  t h e  b a l l ,  were B i l l  Longhurst and 
Ray Dasmann, Dasmann be ing  one of  t h e  au tho r s  of  [The Des t ruc t ion  
o f ]  C a l i f o r n i a  [I9651 t h a t  you may w e l l  know. And on my team on 
t h e  Jawbone herd  I had Thane Riney and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  very competent 
b i o l o g i s t s  . 

Well, we were convinced a t  t h e  end of t h i s  pe r i od  of s tudy  
t h a t  we had too  many d e e r ,  and t h e  deer  were r e a l l y  harming t h e i r  
own range.  There was no a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  t r y  and reduce t h a t  
he rd  and ho ld  i t  i n  some k ind  o f  ba lance  t o  t h e  fo r age  supply.  
And we proposed t h a t ,  a s  such. And of  course  you go t  t h e  i n s t a n t  
r e a c t i o n  from t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  from a l l  t h e  organized sportsmen, 
j u s t  r a i s i n g  h e l l .  

Ho l l eu f f e r :  How d i d  you propose t o  ho ld  t h e  herd? 

Leopold : We proposed an exper imental  hun t  on t h e  Jawbone herd, where we 
knew a l l  t h e  in format ion ,  we knew what t h e  problem was, and t h e r e  
would be  permits  a l l o t t e d  t o  k i l l  s o  many thousand does of t h e  
he rd ,  under permi t ,  then  s e e  what happened. And our  t h ink ing  was 
i t  cou ldn ' t  r u i n  t h e  whole s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  by 



Leopold: j u s t  one l i t t l e  exper imental  h u n t ,  and we thought we could  show 
t h a t  t h i s  would r e a l l y  work. But t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  was s o  enormous 
t h a t  i t  a c t u a l l y  never  happened. 

Conf ron ta t ion  w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 

Leopold: Among t h e  o t h e r  groups t h a t  began t o  cons ider  t h i s  and began t o  
come o u t  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  i t  was t h e  S i e r r a  Club. Up t o  t h a t  
po in t  I was a  member on ly ;  I was n o t  on any committees and took 
no p a r t  i n  t h e  c lub a c t i v i t i e s .  But I was l e d  t o  unders tand t h a t  
t h e  conserva t ion  committee ( I  t h i n k  a t  t h a t  t ime Mil ton Hildebrand 
was t h e  chairman of that--Milt  i s  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of C a l i f o r n i a  
a t  Davis now i n  t h e  zoology depar tment)  t h i s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  committee 
was p a s s i n g  r e s o l u t i o n s  and s o  on a g a i n s t  s h o o t i n g  does and send- 
i n g  them on t o  t h e  board.  

Well, t h i s  annoyed me cons iderab ly .  So I went u n i n v i t e d  t o  
one of t h e s e  meetings of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Conservation Committee: 
I found o u t  when t h e  meeting was, and I gave them a  b i g  song and 
dance based on a l l  t h e  in format ion  t h a t  we had,  and they cons idered  
a l l  t h i s  and reversed  t h e i r  s t a n d .  They d i d n ' t  a c t i v e l y  g e t  
ou t  and do any f i g h t i n g  f o r  doe s h o o t i n g ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  they d i d n ' t  
invo lve  us i n  f u r t h e r  o p p o s i t i o n .  

Serv ice  t o  t h e  Club 

Leopold : That was my f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. A f t e r  t h a t ,  when 
i t  came t o  w i l d l i f e  q u e s t i o n s ,  p r e t t y  soon they s t a r t e d  coming 
t o  us  and a s k i n g  our  adv ice ,  which was very n i c e .  I l i k e d  
t h a t ;  t h a t  was good. And i t  l e d  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  my be ing  proposed 
--I c a n ' t  remember j u s t  how t h i s  came about--but anyway e v e n t u a l l y  
I was e l e c t e d  a s  one of t h e  board.  I se rved  on t h e  board t h e r e  
f o r  q u i t e  a  w h i l e :  f i r s t  under Alex Hildebrand, who was p r e s i d e n t ,  
and then  Harold Bradley was p r e s i d e n t  a f t e r  Alex, I guess .  A t  
t h e  t i m e  when Harold was p r e s i d e n t  I t h i n k  I was up t o  t h e  p o i n t  
o f  be ing  v ice -pres iden t .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Yes, i t  s a y s  on h e r e  you were a  v ice -pres iden t  in-- 

Leopol d  : Yes, w e l l ,  what was t h e  t ime p e r i o d ?  Whatwould t h e  d a t e  have 
been? Do you have t h a t ?  

H o l l e u f f e r :  About 1958, i t  s a y s .  [member of S i e r r a  Club Board of D i r e c t o r s ,  
1954-1960; v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  1956-19571 



Leopold : I know something happened t h a t  I f i g u r e d  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  spend 
t h e  t ime a t  be ing  on t h e  board.  That was when I withdrew from 
e v e r y t h i n g  t o  w r i t e  t h a t  book on W i l d l i f e  of Mexico, pub l i shed  
i n  '59,  and s o  I withdrew from t h e  board and t h a t  was t h e  end of 
my s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c l u b  o t h e r  t h a n  i n  an  in formal  adv i sory  c a p a c i t y .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Was your  work w i t h  t h e  c l u b ,  then ,  mainly g i v i n g  adv ice  on 
conserva t ion  i s s u e s ,  on management? 

Leopold : That was what go t  me i n t o  i t  o r i g i n a l l y ,  b u t  by t h e  t ime I was 
on t h e  board obv ious ly  I was p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e !  
[ laughing ] 

H o l l e u f f e r :  A l l  t h e  p o l i t i c s  w i t h  i t ?  

Leopold : Oh, y e s .  It was a p r e t t y  small group then  and v e r y  f r i e n d l y  and 
an i.nforma1 s o r t  of an  o p e r a t i o n .  It was n i c e ;  I l i k e d  i t .  I t ' s  
f r i g h t e n i n g  now. I don ' t  know t h a t  I ' d  want t o  even be n e a r  t h a t  
board;  they s c a r e  me h a l f  t o  death!  But a t  t h a t  t ime i t  was a 
ve ry  n i c e  o u t f i t .  Ansel Adams and a l l  t h e  gang, Dick Leonard, 
of course .  We'd a l l  g a t h e r  around. Heck, you'd s i t  around w i t h  
a cup of c o f f e e  and dec ide  a l l  k inds  of important  t h i n g s  i n  j u s t  
no t ime a t  a l l .  It was fun .  I enjoyed t h a t  a l o t .  But once I 
te rmina ted  my a c t i v i t y  i n  '59, I ' v e  never  been back.  



I1 EVOLUTION OF THEORY ON FIRE 

T r i p  t o  Mexico wi th  F a t h e r  i n  1938#i/ 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Before we go on wi th  your c a r e e r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  an  
e a r l i e r  t ime when you were going through t h e  Rio GavilSn i n  t h e  
S i e r r a  Madre o f  Mexico w i t h  your f a t h e r ,  i n  1938 I b e l i e v e ?  

Leopold: Yes. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  You were bow-and-arrow hunt ing  wi th  him? 

Leopold : Yes, t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  yea r  I came t o  Berkeley a s  a  g radua te  
s t u d e n t .  Dad had been down t h e  year  b e f o r e ,  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  of 
Chihuahua, and wanted t o  go back. By then  we were doing o u r  deer  
hun t ing  w i t h  bows and arrows. He wanted t o  go back and have ano ther  
t r y  a t  i t .  So I met my f a t h e r  and my unc le  C a r l  i n  E l  Paso,  and 
we went down i n t o  t h e  Gavil5n f o r  about  a  month, a s  I remember-- 
Christmas of '38. A l o c a l  Mormon guide took us  i n ,  packed us  i n ;  
i t  was about twenty-f ive  mi les  on horseback.  And then  h e ' d  come 
i n  every  once i n  a  whi le  and supply us  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  f r e s h  
produce and s t u f f .  

That was a  very i n t e r e s t i n g  and d e l i g h t f u l  t r i p ,  and i t  gave 
me my f i r s t  r e a l  look a t  an  honest-to-god w i l d e r n e s s ,  an  ecosystem 
completely u n a l t e r e d  by any l i v e s t o c k  o r  people .  The t h i n g  t h a t  
a s t o n i s h e d  me about  t h a t  Gavilgn coun t ry  was t h a t  i t  burned every 
year - - f i r es  j u s t  k e p t  running through t h e r e .  The Mormon guides  
t h a t  took us  i n ,  p e r i o d i c a l l y  they 'd  l e a n  o u t  from t h e i r  s a d d l e  
and throw down a  match and s t a r t  t h e  country  on f i r e .  Yet I 
never  saw a  h e a l t h i e r  p i e c e  of r e a l  e s t a t e  than t h a t  ~ a v i l s n  country  
was. The gramma g r a s s  was knee-high a s  f a r  a s  you could  s e e ,  and 
t h e r e  was a  l i t t l e  p r i c k l y  s p e c i e s  of ceanothus which tu rned  o u t  
t o  be t h e  primary food f o r  d e e r .  It would burn down t o  t h e  
ground, and i t  would s p r i n g  r i g h t  back up wi th  f r e s h  s p r o u t s .  



Leopold : It began t o  dawn on me t h a t  f i r e  w a s  a  p e r f e c t l y  normal p a r t  of 
t h a t  s o r t  of semi-arid coun t ry ,  and might even be  an  e s s e n t i a l  
p a r t  o f  i t .  And Dad, who had been brought  up i n  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  always a g a i n s t  f i r e ,  he began t o  wonder too.  
W e  d i scussed  t h i s  a t  some l e n g t h  around t h e  campfire .  The e f f e c t s  
o f  f i r e  on t h i s  c o u n t r y s i d e  seemed, i n  any way t h a t  I cou ld  s e e ,  
t o  b e  completely b e n e f i c i a l .  There w a s  a  tremendous crop o f  
d e e r ,  b u t  n o t  too  many because  t h e r e  w a s  a l s o  a  b i g  c rop  of mountain 
l i o n s  and wolves,  b o t h  o f  which were k i l l i n g  deer .  You'd f i n d  t h e  
c a r c a s s e s  a l l  over  t h e  country  a s  you were hun t ing .  You could  
q u i c k l y  t e l l  which one had made t h e  ki l l - -whether  i t  w a s  a  l i o n  
o r  wolf--by t h e  way i n  which t h e  t h i n g  was b i t t e n .  Lions always 
d r i v e  t h o s e  can ine  t e e t h  i n  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  s k i l l .  They b i t e  
a  deer  on t h e  neck. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  And how does a wolf b i t e ?  

Leopold : A wol f ,  he  d o e s n ' t  work on t h e  head a t  a l l .  He g rabs  them from 
t h e  s i d e  and starts t e a r i n g  them a p a r t  coming from below. 

Anyway, I determined a t  t h a t  t ime I was going t o  go back and 
s tudy  t h i s  whole r e l a t i o n s h i p :  d e e r ,  l i o n s ,  wolves,  gramma g r a s s ,  
t h e  whole t h i n g .  It seemed l i k e  a  f a n t a s t i c  p l a c e  t o  go 'and s e e  
a  r e a l ,  honest-to-goodness v i r g i n  country  and how e v e r y t h i n g  
worked t o g e t h e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b u s i n e s s  about  f i r e .  

So, i t  w a s  some y e a r s  l a t e r  when I had a chance t o  go back,  
and t h a t  was 1948 I guess.  My f a t h e r  d i e d  t h a t  s p r i n g ,  and t h i s  
was t h e  summer of '48,  a f t e r  Dad's dea th .  And I went back w i t h  
two people  from o u r  museum here--Alden M i l l e r  and Ward Russell--  
and Bob McCabe, a s t u d e n t  of my f a t h e r ' s ,  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Wisconsin W i l d l i f e  Department. And t o  o u r  d i s t r e s s  we found t h a t  
even a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  l o g g e r s  were moving i n ,  t h e  l o g g i n g  t r u c k s  
were on t h e i r  way i n t o  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  p ine  coun t ry .  And you could  
hear  t h e  sawmil ls  working. A s  soon a s  you have people  come i n ,  
then w i t h  them come t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  and i t  was obvious t h a t  we were 
look ing  a t  t h e  end of an e r a  of v i r g i n  coun t ry .  So t h e  oppor tun i ty  
t o  make t h a t  k ind  of a  s t u d y  never  r e a l l y  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  I was too 
l a t e .  I shou ld  have g o t t e n  s t a r t e d  t e n  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  

But I came home wi th  some i d e a s  about  f i r e  t h a t  I ' d  never  had 
b e f o r e .  And when I s t a r t e d  look ing  around C a l i f o r n i a  a t  some of  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  you cou ld  s e e  r i g h t  from t h e  highway--including 
o u r  own n a t i o n a l  pa rks ,  Yosemite--I was s t r u c k  w i t h  how preven t ion  
of f i r e  was c r e a t i n g  tremendous f i r e  hazards  i n  t h e  t h i c k  growth 
of w h i t e  f i r  and incense  cedar  and o t h e r  s t u f f .  I began t o  wonder 
i f  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  way t o  manage t h i s  k i n d  of coun t ry ,  completely 
exc lud ing  f i r e ,  which had been a  n a t u r a l  p a r t  of t h e  coun t rys ide .  



Leopold : The f i r s t  t ime I r a i s e d  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i n  p u b l i c ,  i t  was r a t h e r  
amusing. It was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  wi lde rness  confe rences .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Was i t  1956? 

Leopold : I d o n ' t  know; I c a n ' t  remember. It was about  then .  This  was 
h e l d  i n  t h e  Claremont Hotel  o v e r  h e r e  [ i n  Berke ley] ,  and I was 
on t h e  program. I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  what I was supposed t o  be  t a l k i n g  
abou t ,  b u t  anyway I r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  abou t  whether i n  our 
n a t i o n a l  parks--and I w a s  t a l k i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  about  Sequoia and 
Yosemite r i g h t  here--that  t h e  p reven t ion  of f i r e  had c r e a t e d  
problems t h a t  d i d n ' t  e x i s t  b e f o r e  and might l e a d  t o  a c t u a l  l o s s  of 
t h e  Big Trees :  f o r  example, i f  you had enough f u e l  underneath t h o s e  
t h i n g s .  Maybe we should be  burning.* 

And o u t  of t h e  corner  came t h e  old-t ime Park S e r v i c e  boys,  
Harold Bryant,  who was one of t h e  o ld - t imers ,  s t o o d  up, and h e  was 
shaking he  was s o  mad. And he made me mad when h e  s t a r t e d  o u t  and 
s a i d ,  "I am amazed t h a t  t h e  son of Aldo Leopold. . . . " And boy, 
t h a t  r e a l l y  s e t  me o f f .  So we had a  h e l l  o f  a  good l i t t l e  d e b a t e  
t h e r e .  My w i f e  c la ims t h a t  two o f  my s t u d e n t s  were ho ld ing  me 
back ! [ l augh ing]  

Anyway, t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I can remember t h i s  i s s u e  be ing  
r a i s e d  i n  p u b l i c ,  and i t  c e r t a i n l y  g o t  some n i c e  sparks .  Another 
man who was p r e s e n t  and who l i t  i n t o  me--his name was Corcoran-- 
was t h e  head f o r e s t e r  f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  Park Serv ice  from Washington. 
The two of them j u s t  chewed me o u t  q u i t e  a  b i t .  I d i d n ' t  say  much 
more p u b l i c l y  about  t h i s  i s s u e  a t  t h e  moment. 

1963 Report t o  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  Udal l  

Leopold : It wasn ' t  very  long  u n t i l  I had a  chance t o  g e t  i n  a  couple  o f  
l i c k s  on t h i s ,  and t h a t  was when Udal l  appointed t h i s  adv i sory  
board--or whatever we were--on w i l d l i f e  management. 

*See Appendix A f o r  t e x t  o f  remarks. 



H o l l e u f f e r :  This  was your r e p o r t  which is c a l l e d  t h e  Leopold Report t o  
S e c r e t a r y  Udal l?* 

Leopold : Yes. And I f i g u r e d ,  "Okay, I ' m  i n  my c a r e e r  h e r e ;  I can s a y  
any damn t h i n g  I want.!' So I wrote  t h a t  r e p o r t .  Somewhere around 
h e r e  I ' m  s u r e  we have a  p e n c i l  d r a f t  of t h a t  t h i n g .  I r e a l l y  
worked l o n g  and h a r d  on t h a t .  I go t  i n  a  l o t  o f  t h e  i d e a s  t h a t  had 
been brewing i n  my mind f o r  a  long  t ime and s e n t  t h i s  around t o  
members of t h e  committee, and t h e  most e n t h u s i a s t i c  response  I 
g o t  by f a r  was S t a n l e y  Ca in ' s .  Stan thought  t h i s  was r e a l l y  t h e  
b e r r i e s .  H e  j u s t  loved  i t .  There was some q u e s t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  
o f  [Clarence]  Cottam and [ I r a ]  Gabr ie lson.  They had l i t t l e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  they wanted t o  change.  Tom Kimball was t h e  o t h e r  member. 
H e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  very  much because  i t  d i d n ' t  have p u b l i c  h u n t i n g  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s ,  which was what t h e  s t a t e s '  f i s h  and game 
depar tments  a l l  wanted. " I f  you have t o o  many e l k ,  l e t  us  shoo t  
'em." But anyway, we f i n a l l y  go t  t h a t  r e p o r t  w r i t t e n  and s igned .  
Now t h a t  wasn ' t  a l l  t h a t  e a s y .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  What does i t  mean t o  have i t  s igned?  

Leopold: By t h e  f i v e  members o f  t h e  board,  and t h e r e  was some disagreement  
h e r e !  I took a l l  t h e i r  comments, and I r e d r a f t e d  i t .  The bug 
was r e a l l y  Kimball. Tom, a s  you may o r  may n o t  know, had been t h e  
head o f  t h e  Colorado Game Department. A t  one t i m e  h e  was head o f  
t h e  Arizona Game Department. Then h e  moved t o  Colorado. Then he  
became head o f  t h e  Na t iona l  W i l d l i f e  Federa t ion .  He was on t h e  
board.  Well ,  a s  an o l d  s t a t e  f i s h  and game man, he  obv ious ly  had 
c l o s e  working r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  s t a t e  people ,  and a l l  
o f  them were ve ry  much concerned about  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

The Park S e r v i c e  had moved i n t o  Yellowstone and s h o t  4500 e l k  
themselves,  when t h e  s t a t e s  of Montana and Wyoming k e p t  s a y i n g ,  
"We'll b r i n g  h u n t e r s  i n  and w e ' l l  shoo t  4500 e l k  f o r  you!" And 
t h i s  was r e a l l y  a  p r e t t y  h o t  i s s u e ,  t h i s  p u b l i c  hun t ing  i n  t h e  
pa rks .  Was t h i s  t o  go o r  n o t ?  

So when i t  came r i g h t  down t o  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  
I had t h e  s t e n c i l s  c u t  h e r e .  Nobody had s e e n  t h e  r e p o r t  y e t  
excep t  t h e  members, and t h e r e  was a  l o t  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n  abou t  what 
we were doing t o  have t o  s a y  on p u b l i c  hun t ing .  I went t o  t h e  
h o t e l  i n  D e t r o i t  and g o t  somebody t h e r e  t h a t  could  r u n  mimeograph 
c o p i e s  o f f .  I had a  s t a c k  about  t h a t  [gesturing:]  h i g h  on my bed 
i n  my room. 

*Report by S e c r e t a r y  U d a l l ' s  Advisory Board on W i l d l i f e  Management, 
1963. See Appendix B.  



H o l l e u f f e r  : About t h r e e  f e e t  h i g h .  

Leopold : I knew t h e r e  was going t o  be  q u i t e  a  demand f o r  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I 
took one copy around and had everybody s i g n  i t ,  a l l  members o f  t h e  
committee, till I g o t  t o  Kimball ,  and Kimball wouldn ' t  s i g n  i t .  
He k e p t  hemming and hawing about  p u b l i c  h u n t i n g .  It was obvious  
t h a t  some of  h i s  s t a t e  f r i e n d s  had r e a l l y  p u t  t h e  b i t e  on poor 
o l d  Tom. There was some p h r a s e  i n  t h e r e  abou t  under such and such 
c i rcumstances  t h e  Park  S e r v i c e  "might" employ t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of  
p u b l i c  h u n t i n g  t o  r educe  a s  n e c e s s a r y .  He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  word 
"might" shou ld  be "must." And i f  I changed t h a t  word i n  every  one 
of t h e s e  cop ies  h e ' d  s i g n  i t .  I s a i d ,  "Okay. Sign i t ."  He 
s i g n e d ,  and I never  changed i t !  It went o u t  j u s t  t h i s  way. Well, 
i t  would have looked l i k e  an  awful  mess i f  somebody was r e a d i n g  
t h f s  through and came t o  t h i s  c r u c i a l  t h i n g  and h e r e  t h a t  word i s  
i n  ink!  Oh, b r o t h e r !  Tom knew I w a s n ' t  going t o  do i t  anyway, 
and we've laughed about  i t  s i n c e .  

The I s s u e  of Cont ro l l ed  Burns 

Leopold : But anyway, t h a t  was t h e  p o i n t  where we g o t  o u r  s a y  abou t  a  p o s s i b l e  
need f o r  burn ing  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  pa rks :  l e t t i n g  n a t u r a l  f i r e s  r u n ,  
o r  s e t  them i f  you have t o  i n  o r d e r  t o  r educe  f u e l  and s t a r t  t o  
r e c r e a t e  t h e  k i n d s  o f  ecosystems t h a t  e x i s t e d  o r i g i n a l l y .  And 
a t  t h e  end of  t h e  t a l k ,  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s '  groups genera l ly--  
i n c l u d i n g  Dave Brower, Tony Smith from t h e  N a t i o n a l  Parks  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
I c a n ' t  remember who t h e  r e s t  of  them were--were a l l  s imply d e l i g h t e d  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  we had disposed o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h u n t i n g  i s s u e .  But 
they  were a l l  p r e t t y  puzzled about  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  of  f i r e  suddenly  
popping o u t  of  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  which w a s n ' t  what Uda l l  had asked u s  
about  a t  a l l .  It had n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  h i s  q u e s t i o n .  

A t  t h e  North American W i l d l i f e  Conference i t  was customary,  
and s t i l l  is I guess ,  f o r  t h e  p res iden t - - in  t h o s e  days i t  was [ I r a ]  
Gabrielson--to have an open-house c o c k t a i l  p a r t y  a f t e r  t h e  banquet ,  
and I was i n v i t e d  t h i s  y e a r  and I went up t h e r e .  And a l l  t h e s e  
guys,  i n c l u d i n g  Brower and Smith,  one by one n a i l e d  me t o  t h e  w a l l ,  
and d i d  I r e a l l y  honest-to-god b e l i e v e  t h i s ?  

H o l l e u f f e r :  On what i s s u e ?  On t h e  burning? 

Leopold : F i r e ,  f i r e ,  yes .  I s a i d ,  "You're da rn  r i g h t  I do.  Come on o u t "  
--Tony Smith e s p e c i a l l y - - " I ' l l  show you a  coup le  of  p l a c e s  t h a t  w i l l  
s c a r e  you h a l f  t o  d e a t h ,  and r i g h t  i n  Yosemite Park." And they  
mulled i t  over  and a l l  o f  a  sudden they  dec ided ,  "By gosh,  maybe 
y o u ' r e  r i g h t . "  



Leopold : Well, Udal l ,  i n  t he  meantime--he had t he  r e p o r t  o f  course  about 
t e n  days be fo r e  t h e  meeting,  he was scheduled t o  be  t h e r e ,  t o  
r e ce ive  t he  r e p o r t  and make some response t o  i t--he read  i t ,  and 
a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  about  burning s ca r ed  him h a l f  t o  dea th .  And t h e  
l a s t  t h i n g 1  go t  was a te lephone c a l l  from Stewart  Udal l  i n  t h e  
h o t e l  t h a t  evening--Sunday n i g h t ,  t h e  n i g h t  be fo r e  t h e  b i g  s e s s i o n  
t h e  nex t  morning--saying P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy had given him some 
assignment t o  do something o r  o t h e r .  

He l l ,  no way. It had no th ing  t o  do wi th  P re s iden t  Kennedy! 
H e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  know what t o  make of t h i s ,  whether we were going 
t o  ge t  sho t  down i n  flames o r  what. So he chose no t  t o  go. 
I n s t e a d  he s e n t  one of  h i s  henchmen who read  a n i c e  l i t t l e  l e t t e r  
t h a t  s a i d  no th ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r . *  

But i t  was the  next  n i g h t  a t  t h e  c o c k t a i l  p a r t y  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
people  t h a t  might have go t t en  p r e t t y  e x c i t e d  about  i t  j u s t  a l l  o f  
a sudden, as w e  began t o  t a l k  i t  over ,  decided by gosh, maybe we ' r e  
r i g h t .  And i t  wasn ' t  b u t  a few weeks l a t e r  when Udal l  r e g r e t t e d  
very much t h a t  he hadn ' t  been t h e r e ,  and he  t o l d  me s o .  He s a i d ,  
"S ta rker ,  God damn you, you h i t  a home run ,  and I d i d n ' t  know it!" 
[ laughing]  So anyway, t h a t  was what s t a r t e d  a l l  t h a t .  

Hol leuf fe r :  There 's  ano ther  phrase  i n  t h a t  r e p o r t  t h a t  I wonder i f  you'd 
comment on because i t  seems t o  me t h a t  i t  might have caused some 
ruckus a t  t h a t  t i m e ;  i t  wasn ' t  t h e  kind of popular  i d e a .  You 
s a i d ,  "I f  t oo  many t o u r i s t s  crowd t h e  roadways, then we should 
r a t i o n  t h e  t o u r i s t s  r a t h e r  than  expand t h e  roadways." 

Leopold: Dave Brower, o f  course ,  went f o r  t h a t .  So d i d  Ansel [Adams]. 
Ansel thought t h a t  w a s  j u s t  r i g h t  because Ansel had been f i g h t i n g  
one of t h e  b i g  roads  they were p u t t i n g  over  t h e  h i l l  t h e r e .  

Hol leuf fe r :  But i t  wasn' t  a popula r  i d e a  a t  t h a t  t ime i n  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s  
t o  t a l k  about r e s t r i c t i n g  tour ism o r  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  v i s i t o r s .  

Leopold : No. Actua l ly ,  though, w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  much f l a k  ou t  o f  t h a t .  I mean 
t h a t  was our  op in ion ,  and people  j u s t  k ind of l e t  it go a t  t h a t .  
Brower was very f avo rab l e  towards t h a t .  Dave, of course ,  i s  
always s t r i c t l y  a wi lderness  type  of guy, and [was] f i g h t i n g  wi th  
Connie Wirth even i n  t hose  days over  too  much development and too  
many roads .  

*See Appendix C f o r  S i e r r a  Club's and Uda l l ' s  r esponses .  



I V  THE QUESTION OF MANAGEMENT 

Making Decis ions  i n  Management 

H o l l e u f f e r :  That r e p o r t ,  i t  seemed t o  me, was ve ry  much ahead of i t s  t ime i n  
c a l l i n g  f o r  h a b i t a t  maintenance a s  one way of conserving w i l d l i f e  
and managing w i l d l i f e ,  and i t  t a l k e d  about management be ing  l i m i t e d  
t o  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  and animals ,  t h e  need f o r  c o n t r o l l e d  burns  o r  
w i l d  burns ,  s t o p p i n g  tour i sm from crowding i n  t h e  pa rks .  This  
was i n  1963. Do you t h i n k  t h a t  we've achieved many of those  g o a l s ,  
o r  do we s t i l l  have a r e a s  of t r o u b l e ?  

Leopold : No, we have some. For example, I had a  meeting t e n  days ago wi th  
t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of Sequoia-Kings Canyon. He brought  t h r e e  o f  
h i s  s t a f f  men down j u s t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s .  But how f a r  do you go 
i n  management? The boys--some of t h e  b i o l o g i s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Dave 
Graber,  who was one o f  my produc t s ,  one of my own k i d s ,  and a  damn 
good boy--they're u n e a s y a b o u t  a r b i t r a r y  d e c i s i o n s .  You dec ide  
t o  c u t  down a  t r e e ,  who's t o  d e c i d e  which t r e e  t o  c u t ?  Should 
you c u t  any t r e e  a t  a l l ?  And t h e y ' l l  a l l  go f o r  t h e  i d e a  of l e t t i n g  
n a t u r a l  f i r e s  run.  I f  l i g h t n i n g  s t a r t s  a  f i r e ,  then ,  t h i s  i s  
something t h a t  has  t o  do w i t h  God, and you d i d n ' t  have t o  make a  
d e c i s i o n .  But they r e a l l y  were concerned i n  a  genuine way wi th  
a r b i t r a r y  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  have t o  be  made a s  soon a s  you move i n t o  
management, you ' re  going t o  manage f o r  something, y o u ' r e  going t o  
t r y  t o  r e c r e a t e  i t ,  t r y  and main ta in  a  g iven  t y p e  of an ecosystem. 
And I s t i l l  defend i t .  Okay, s o  you make some a r b i t r a r y  d e c i s i o n s .  
So what? They may be a r b i t r a r y ,  b u t  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean 
t h a t  t h e y ' r e  c a p r i c i o u s ,  as l o n g  a s  your o b j e c t i v e  i s  a  goa l  of 
what you c o n s t r u e  t o  b e  a  n a t u r a l  ecosystem. 

Bruce Kilgore--who was i n  t h e  Park Serv ice  h e r e  and now is  
wi th  t h e  Experimental  F i r e  Lab, whatever they c a l l  i t ,  i n  Missoula,  
Montana--is c a l l i n g  a  b i g  program l a t e r  t h i s  summer, a conference 
on t h i s  whole t h i n g  of f i r e ,  and who dec ides  when and where and 
how much t o  burn.  He asked me t o  appear  a t  t h a t  t h i n g .  It turned 
o u t  I had a  d a t e  t o  go t r o u t  f i s h i n g ,  and i t ' s  more important  t o  
me than  going t o  somebody's meeting! I ' v e  s a i d  my p a r t  anyway! 



Leopol .d : But i t  i s  n o t  r e s o l v e d ;  t h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  you. This 
i s  twenty y e a r s  l a t e r ,  and t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  a rgu ing  about  t h e  d e t a i l s  
o f  i t .  Nobody w i l l  a rgue  wi th  t h e  theory  t h a t  we shou ld  be t r y i n g  
t o  do something about  main ta in ing  n a t u r a l  combinations of p l a n t s  
and animals .  

Na tura l  vs .  Exo t ic  Species  

H o l l e u f f e r :  What about  t h e  i s s u e  o f  n a t u r a l  s p e c i e s ?  I seem t o  remember t h a t  
even a s  l a t e  as t h e  1970s t h e  New Mexico Game Department was 
t r a n s p l a n t i n g  i b e x  f o r  hun t ing ,  which i s  a  s p e c i e s  from Asia .  

Leopold : Yes. But n o t  i n t o  a  pa rk?  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Not i n t o  a  pa rk ,  no,  b u t  i n t o  t h e  f o r e s t s .  

Leopold : Oh, y e s .  New Mexico and Texas have been doing a  l o t  of t h i s .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  And t h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  hun t ing .  There ' s  no o t h e r  
reason  f o r  i t .  

Leopold : T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  yes .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  How do you f e e l  abou t  t h a t ?  

Leopold : I t a k e  a  very dim view of t h i s ,  and I have a l l  a long .  I t h i n k  
we have p l e n t y  of good game animals  i n  t h i s  country .  W e  d o n ' t  
need t o  s t a r t  d ragg ing  i n  a l l  t h e s e  b l a c k  bucks and i b e x  and t h a t  
k i n d  o f  t h i n g .  No, I d o n ' t  approve o f  i t ,  and I ' v e  made t h i s  
c l e a r  on a  number o f  occas ions .  No one would e v e r  r a i s e  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  i n  a  n a t i o n a l  pa rk  about  b r i n g i n g  e x o t i c s  i n .  Even those  
t h a t  have spread  i n  n a t u r a l l y ,  l i k e  b u r r o s ,  we ' re  t r y i n g  o u r  b e s t  
t o  g e t  r i d  of them. O r  g o a t s .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Goats on San Clemente I s l a n d .  

Leopold: San Clemente. And sheep on Haleakala ,  on t h e  Hawaiian I s l a n d s .  
And p i g s  c r e a t e  havoc over  t h e r e .  Those a r e  e x o t i c s  t h a t ,  i f  you 
can do i t ,  shou ld  be e l i m i n a t e d .  

Some of  t h e  b o t a n i s t s  a t  Yellowstone took t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  
v e r y ,  ve ry  l i t e r a l l y ,  concerned about  road  s h o u l d e r s .  I n  t h e  
Yellowstone a s  soon a s  you g e t  i n  t h e r e  w i t h  a  b l a d e  and b l a d e  up 
an  a r e a  and go down t o  minera l  s o i l ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  comes i n  
i s  t e n  m i l l i o n  l i t t l e - b i t t y  p i n e  s e e d l i n g s !  You l e a v e  them a l o n e  
and i t  becomes a  s o l i d  w a l l ,  where y o u ' r e  j u s t  look ing  down a  
t u n n e l .  



Leopold : Well,  t h i s  obviously  i s  f a l s e  and a r t i f i c i a l  and has  t o  be g o t t e n  
r i d  o f .  But then  what they were say ing  i s ,  "Now what do we pu t  
i n  i n s t ead?"  It had t o  be  n a t i v e  g r a s se s ,  no t  j u s t  a good, tough 
g r a s s  t h a t  would ho ld  t h a t  ground. And one of t he se  lads--I  c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name now--he was going t o  a l l  k inds  of pa in s  ga the r i ng  
seeds  of n a t i v e  g r a s se s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s p r i n k l e  them a long  those road- 
s i d e s !  [ laughing]  Which I thought was very n i c e ,  bu t  I ' m  no t  s u r e  
i t ' s  r e a l l y  going t o  work! 

Hol leuf fe r :  Yes, i t ' s  a  problem once you d i s t u r b  something. 

Leopold : Yes, and t h e  very f a c t  of  a  road and a  road shoulder ,  and b lades  
a r e  going t o  go over  t h a t  t h ing .  You're going t o  be  f i g h t i n g  t h a t  
vege t a t i on  a l l  t h e  t ime. 

Well, I wrote  a  l e t t e r  t h i s  l a s t  week t o  Boyd Evanson, 
super in tendent  down a t  Sequoia, and s e n t  a copy t o  Bob Barbee, 
who's t h e  super in tendent  of  Yellowstone now, and r e i t e r a t e d  my 
th ink ing  about management. Management doesn ' t  s c a r e  me. A s  long  
a s  you know what y o u ' r e  doing--as long  a s  you know - why you ' re  doing 
i t ,  I should say--I c a n ' t  f e e l  uneasy about management. Well, I 
t h ink  Barbee a t  leas t - -Since I wrote  t h a t  l e t t e r ,  I ' v e  s een  a  
d i f f e r e n t  l e t t e r  t h a t  h e  wrote  t o  Nathaniel  Reed, and h e ' s  t a l k i n g  
about  some a s p e c t s  o f  management a t  Yellowstone t h a t  h e  t h inks  
t h e y ' r e  going t o  g e t  r i g h t  i n t o .  He doesn ' t  seem t o  b e  bothered 
o r  worr ied by having t o  make a r b i t r a r y  dec i s i ons .  

Yellowstone--a H v ~ o t h e t i c a l  P lan  

Leopold : Le t  me g ive  you an example o f  t h e  t h ings  t h a t  worry me. I go t o  
Yellowstone every yea r  f o r  t r o u t  f i s h i n g  i n  September, and I dea r ly  
love  t h e  p l ace ,  b u t  i f  you look  around f o r  aspen patches  they s h r i n k  
every s i n g l e  yea r .  There a r e  p l ace s  I knew where t h e r e  used t o  be 
some aspen;  now t h e y ' r e  gone. The aspen a r e  simply j u s t  van ish ing .  
P a r t l y  i t ' s  l a c k  of  f i r e :  a  l o t  of t h a t  country  they haven ' t  l e t  
burn f o r  f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  yea r s .  The o t h e r  p a r t  i s  e l k  chewing t h e  
remaining aspens .  They s i m p l y g i r d l e t h e m ,  e a t  t h e  bark r i g h t  o f f ,  
and t h e  aspens d i e  and f a l l  down and d i sappear .  

Ho l l eu f f e r :  So which do you save  though, the  t r e e  o r  t he  e l k ?  

Leopold : Well,  t h e  t r e e  i s  more important  than  t h e  e l k .  I mean you ' re  going 
t o  have some e l k ,  you don ' t  have t o  have e l k  every  p l ace  and i n  
un l imi ted  numbers. 

My sugges t ion  i s  f i r s t  of all--Now, what I s a i d  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  
t o  Evanson--but a  copy went t o  Barbee--that t o  f a ce  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
I ' d  g e t  i n  t h e r e  and s t a r t  exper imenta l ly  burning,  smal l  burns  



Leopold: w i t h i n  s i g h t  o f  t h e  road s o  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  pu t  something o u t  
t h e r e  f o r  people  t o  s e e ,  n o t  t h e  back coun t ry  t e n  m i l e s  o v e r  t h e  
r i d g e .  I f  f i r e  a l o n e  won ' t  do i t ,  t h e n  u s e  a f e n c e .  You may 
even have t o  fence  t h e  e l k  o u t  f o r  a whi le  t i l l  t h e  aspen g e t  going.  
This  wouldn ' t  worry m e .  They have e x c l o s u r e s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  
and a l o t  of p l a c e s ,  and t h e y ' r e  f a r  enough o f f  t h e  road you d o n ' t  
see t h e  fence;  t h e y ' r e  n o t  r e a l l y  v i s i b l e .  But t h a t ' s  t h e  k ind  
of management I t h i n k  w e  have t o  do i f  we ' re  going t o  produce any- 
t h i n g  t h a t  looks  l i k e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t y p e  of pa rk  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  
p r e s e r v e .  

Mountain Lions and Wolves 

H o l l e u f f e r :  What about  t h e  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  p r e d a t o r s ?  This  i s  s t i l l  a h o t  
i s s u e  a s  w e l l .  

Leopold : Yes. I t ' s  n o t  a l l  t h a t  easy  e i t h e r .  For one reason ,  nobody knows 
how t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  wolves. Every t i m e  they 've  e v e r  t r i e d  i t  i t ' s  
been a f a i l u r e .  Take wolves from a zoo o r  from somebody's pen, 
t u r n  them o u t ,  immediately they go r i g h t  t o  t h e  campgrounds and 
start  begging.  So h e r e  you've g o t  a wolf begging,  and t h a t ' s  n o t  
r e a l l y  v e r y  good. 

The mountain l i o n  i n  Yellowstone,  f o r  r easons  t h a t  nobody 
knows, i s  very  slow t o  come back.  They oversho t  i t  bad ly  back i n  
t h e  l a t e  1800s,  k i l l e d  f a r  t o o  many, and why they  d o n ' t  r ecover  
I d o n ' t  know. Nobody e l s e  does e i t h e r .  There a r e  a few l i o n s  
t h e r e .  I found t r a c k s  down a long  t h e  mouth of t h e  Lamar River  
l a s t  y e a r  of a n i c e ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  g r e a t  b i g  l i o n ,  abou t  t h r e e  and 
a q u a r t e r  i n c h e s .  Yet they  j u s t  s o r t  of b a r e l y  h o l d  t h e i r  own. 
We d o n ' t  know why. 

So i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  been proposed by somebody t h a t  knows mountain 
l i o n s  b e t t e r  t h a n  anyone else--namely Hornocker a t  Idaho--that 
some of t h e  s u r p l u s  young l i o n s  t h a t  a r e  produced i n  t h e  Bob 
Marshal l  Wilderness  Area a r e  n o t  going t o  f i n d  a home t h e r e  because  
i t ' s  occupied,  everybody's t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e s e  ought t o  b e  t rapped 
and moved i n t o  t h e  pa rk .  And t h a t  would be--I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  
make up my mind whether I go f o r  t h a t  o r  n o t !  I d o n ' t  know, t h i s  
s o r t  of a r t i f i c i a l l y  moving p r e d a t o r s  around somehow d o e s n ' t  e v e r  
seem t o  work very  w e l l .  But perhaps t h e  l i o n  w i l l  come back.  

Now t h e  wolf i s  a d i f f e r e n t  d e a l .  I t ' s  exceedingly  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a pack o f  wolves.  They're s o c i a l  an imals .  It i s n ' t  
a s  though you j u s t  p u t  one wolf o u t ,  and he  goes o u t  and k i l l s  an  
e l k ,  and everybody's happy. They have t o  work as teams. Well ,  
i f  you cap tured  a whole pack i t  would mean a bunch o f  a d u l t s ,  



Leopold: wouldn' t  i t ?  And a few young ones .  Put them i n  Yellowstone and 
chances a r e  they 'd  be  h a l f  way a c r o s s  Idaho by tomorrow a f te rnoon!  
It wouldn' t  b e  home t o  them. 

The a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  t o  t a k e  a bunch of young wolves--puppies. 
There ' s  been some t a l k  about  b u i l d i n g  a pen back o u t  of s i g h t  over  
t h e  h i l l  somewhere and l e t t i n g  e l k  meat down on a p u l l e y  so  they 
never  see you, b u t  you f e e d  them on e l k ,  and f i n a l l y  a f t e r  they g e t  
t o  a c e r t a i n  s i z e  you open t h e  g a t e s  and hope t o  God they l e a r n  
how t o  k i l l  a n  e l k !  I n  t h e  meantime o f  course  you could p u t  a young 
e l k  i n  t h e r e ,  a l i t t l e  c a l f ,  and l e t  them maul t h e  poor l i t t l e  t h i n g  
t o  death--try and t each  them. I don ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  would work e i t h e r .  
Nobody's e v e r  done i t .  So predators--by a l l  means, i f  you've g o t  
them hang onto  them--but r e i n t r o d u c i n g  them i s  n o t  very  easy .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Then, r e - e s ' t a b l i s h i n g  what w e  would want t o  c o n s i d e r  a s  a n a t u r a l  
h a b i t a t  i s  something w e ' l l  never be a b l e  t o  do. It w i l l  always be  
a r t i f i c i a l  i n  some way. We ' l l  never  be  a b l e  t o  r e c r e a t e  t h e  
ba lance  between p r e d a t o r s  and prey.  

Leopold: To a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  yes ,  t h a t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  i n  an awful l o t  of  
t h e  smal l  p a r k s ;  you never can g e t  a popula t ion  of b i g  p r e d a t o r s  
back i n t o  l i t t l e  pa rks .  Then t h e r e  a r e  o n l y a  few of  them t h a t .  
a r e  b i g  enough where i t  might work a t  a l l .  



V WORKING AS A CONSULTANT TO INDUSTRY AND GOVERNMENT 

The Tongass Na t iona l  F o r e s t  and Champion Paper## 

H o l l e u f f e r :  L e t ' s  s e e ,  how about  going on t o  t a l k  abou t  your work f o r  p r i v a t e  
companies a s  a  c o n s u l t a n t  i n  w i l d l i f e  management. I ' d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  what s o r t  of r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  i f  any,  you f e e l  when 
y o u ' r e  working f o r  a  p r i v a t e  company. I ' d  l i k e  t o  have you speak 
abou t  t h e  Tongass Na t iona l  F o r e s t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  because yaur  r e p o r t  
was ve ry  unfavorab le  t o  t h e  company t h a t  h i r e d  you. 

Leopold : Yes. This was a  c a s e  where I was approached [1969] by a  M r .  Send- 
e t s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  of Champion Paper ,  t o  s e e  i f  I would 
p a r t i c i p a t e  a long  w i t h  a  coup le  o f  o t h e r  peop le  i n  a d v i s i n g  t h e  
company on how t o  conduct a  l o g g i n g  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  Tongass 
Na t iona l  F o r e s t .  A f i f t y - y e a r  l e a s e  had a l r e a d y  been s igned  w i t h  
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  i n  which t h e  company had been guaranteed 
8.6 b i l l i o n  board f e e t  of lumber t o  be  t aken  over  t h a t  f i f t y - y e a r  
p e r i o d .  

What M r .  Bendetson asked us  i s ,  "How can we do t h i s  w i t h  a  
minimum adverse  e f f e c t  o n , . t h e  environmental  s i t u a t i o n  here? ' '  He 
was conscious  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n o t  on ly  d i d  h e  c a r e  about  t h e  
environment b u t  t h a t  companies l i k e  h i s  were be ing  sued r i g h t  and 
l e f t  where t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  seemed t o  i n f r i n g e  on p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t s  
o r  on o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  i n t e r e s t s ,  and h e  wanted t o  do e v e r y t h i n g  he 
could t o  conduct t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  a  way t h a t  would b e  l e a s t  
harmful t o  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Alaska.  F ine .  

So I t h i n k  t h e r e  were f i v e  o f  us  on t h i s  adv i sory  committee. 
S tan ley  Cain,  a g a i n ,  was one o f  them. W e  had s e v e r a l  meetings 
up t h e r e  w i t h  Bendetson and wi th  a  l o t  of h i s  o f f i c e r s ,  look ing  
over  t h e  whole arrangement of t h e  l o g g i n g  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
of a  s i t e  where t h e  lumber m i l l  would b e .  A l l  of  t h a t  was done. 

Then came t h e  q u e s t i o n  of what would be t h e  e f f e c t  on w i l d l i f e  
of t h e  removal of t h i s  e i g h t  b i l l i o n  f e e t  of t imber .  You c o u l d n ' t  
j u s t  g i v e  a n  offhand op in ion .  This had t o  be  examined p r e t t y  



Leopold: c a r e f u l l y ,  and s o  a  c o n t r a c t  was arranged between t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of C a l i f o r n i a  and Champion f o r  a one-year i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
w i l d l i f e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  t i m b e r s a l e ,  and what would 
be  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  logg ing .  

I pu t  R e g i n a l d B a r r e t t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  He had j u s t  completed a  
Ph.D. w i t h  me--a good f i e l d  man. So R e g . B a r r e t t  went up and s p e n t  
a  year  i n  sou thern  Alaska,  went c a r e f u l l y  over  a l l  t h e  ground t h a t  
was t o  be  logged,  w i t h  F o r e s t  Serv ice  pe rsonne l ,  where they  a c t u a l l y  
were t a k i n g  some measures of t imber volumes--how much t imber would 
have t o  b e  c u t  t o  meet t h e s e  guaranteed requirements .  

By t h e  t ime t h a t  Reg had been i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  a  y e a r ,  i t  
was p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  t o  him, and he  made i t  c l e a r  t o  me, t h a t  t h e  
removal of t h a t  much t imber would l e a v e  a b s o l u t e l y  no w i l d l i f e  
t o  speak o f .  I mean t h e  b e a r s ,  t h e  d e e r ,  and even t h e  waterfowl  
o f  bays ,  t h e  e s t u a r i e s ,  would b e  badly  messed up by t h e  logg ing  
o p e r a t i o n s .  And a s  such t h i s  would b e  a  c a t a s t r o p h e  from the  
s t a n d p o i n t  of t h e  w i l d l i f e .  This  was t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  we t h e n  
had t o  g i v e  i n  t o  M r .  Bendetson. I n  s h o r t ,  we s a i d ,  "It c a n ' t  b e  
done: you c a n ' t  g e t  e i g h t  b i l l i o n  f e e t  out  o f h e r e w i t h o u t  making 
a  complete,  u t t e r  mess of i t  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of w i l d l i f e . "  

Now, we submit ted t h e  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  company; they had pa id  
f o r  i t .  We gave no c o p i e s  of i t  t o  t h e  F o r e s t  Serv ice  o r  anyone 
e l s e  u n t i l  t h e  pe r iod  of a  month o r  some weeks. I had s p e c i f i e d  
t h i s  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t ,  t h a t  we would be f r e e  t o  r e l e a s e  
o u r  r e p o r t  a f t e r  such and such a  p e r i o d .  So when t h e  pe r iod  
passed,  we s e n t  c o p i e s  of t h e  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  and 
t h e  S i e r r a  Club, which had been i n  l i t i g a t i o n  a l r e a d y  over  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  s a l e .  They g o t  a  hold  of a  copy, and t h e n  immediately,  
of course ,  they  reopened t h e  l i t i g a t i o n .  Judge M e r r i l l ,  h e r e  i n  
t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  of a p p e a l s ,  came t o  t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  o u r  
r e p o r t  was new evidence,  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  whole l i t i g a t i o n  should 
go back t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o u r t  i n  Alaska,  and t h a t  ended f i n a l l y  i n  
t h e i r  j u s t  c a n c e l i n g  t h e  whole s a l e .  

Now, t h e  q u e s t i o n  you asked is  what would b e  my r e l a t i o n s  
wi th  M r .  Bendetson. I s e e  him r e g u l a r l y ,  h e ' s  s t i l l  a  good f r i e n d  
of mine, and h e  unders tands  thoroughly t h a t  we were asked a  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u e s t i o n ,  and we gave him a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  answer,  which 
turned ou t  t o  c o s t  him m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s .  But i t ' s  r e a l l y  a  good 
t h i n g  we d i d ,  because o t h e r w i s e  Champion would be  doing j u s t  what 
Louis iana P a c i f i c  i s  doing on t h e  same kind of a  d e a l ,  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  
f a r t h e r  s o u t h  i n  Alaska.  

H o l l e u f f e r :  You s a i d ,  though, t h a t  M r .  Bendetson was i n  e a r n e s t  about  wanting 
t o  p rese rve  t h e  w i l d l i f e ?  

Leopold: He was, y e s .  He r e a l l y  was. 



H o l l e u f f e r :  Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  companies which a r e n ' t ,  such a s  Louis iana 
P a c i f i c ?  

Leopold : I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  any o t h e r s ;  I j u s t  happen t o  know about  
t h a t  one.  But h e  r e a l l y  meant i t ,  o t h e r w i s e  h e  c e r t a i n l y  wouldn ' t  
have been f o o l i n g  around wi th  a s k i n g  us a l l  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  And 
a l l  of t h a t  d i d n ' t  have t o  do w i t h  w i l d l i f e  e i t h e r .  I mean a  l o t  
of i t  had t o  do w i t h  water  po l lu t ion- - the  q u e s t i o n  of where you 
l o c a t e  a m i l l .  Th i s  was t o  be a  combination lumber and paper  m i l l .  
They were going t o  u s e  l o g s  f o r  lumber i f  they were good enough, 
and i f  they weren ' t  they cou ld  shunt  them t h e  o t h e r  way and make 
paper  o u t  o f  them. 

Well, a s  soon as you p u t  up a  paper m i l l ,  t h e n  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
you s t a r t  worrying about  p o l l u t i o n  problems. So t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
a  s i t e  had t o  b e  done very  c a r e f u l l y  s o  t h a t  p o l l u t i o n  from t h e  
m i l l  wouldn' t  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e  salmon runs  and s o  on,  and a l l  
of  t h i s  was done i n  a l l  good f a i t h .  Where we f i n a l l y  r a n  i n t o  
t h e  bug i t  had t o  do wi th  w i l d l i f e  and no t  t h e  m i l l  s i t e  i t s e l f  
a t  a l l .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  T h a t ' s  a  wonderful  example where a  r e p o r t  a c t u a l l y  had some e f f e c t .  
Have most of your r e p o r t s  been r e c e i v e d  and been a c t e d  upon 
favorab ly?  O r  have t h e r e  been ones t h a t  you made and then no th ing  
e v e r  came of them? 

Leopold : The r e p o r t s  abou t  t h e  deer  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  I spoke o f  e a r l i e r  were 
never  r e a l l y  a c t e d  on. It took a  long ,  l o n g  t ime. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  The C a l i f o r n i a  deer?  

Leopold : Yes. The problem was p r e t t y  w e l l  s o l v e d  by t h e  time they  go t  around 
t o  look ing  c a r e f u l l y  a t  i t - - the  deer  had most ly  d i e d .  

Defeat  of t h e  Rampart Dam i n  Alaska 

Leopold : I ' v e  been i n  a  coup le  of o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  where t h e  recommendations 
were followed. One o f  them was, you remember, t h e  proposed 
Rampart Dam i n  Alaska.  [mid-1960~1 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Yes, I was going t o  ask you about  t h a t .  

Leopold: It was supported very  s t r o n g l y  by Governor [ E r n e s t ]  Gruening, who 
became Senator  Gruening [of Alaska] ,  and h e  was going t o  ram t h i s  
t h i n g  through. There was kind o f  a  sen t iment  i n  t h e  Congress, 
I t h i n k ,  t h a t  t h i s  brand new s ta te--broke a t  t h e  t ime,  they d i d n ' t  



Leopold: have any o i l ,  they d i d n ' t  have any money--it k ind o f  would be n i c e  
t o  spend some money up t h e r e ,  and t h i s  seemed t o  b e  what t h e  l o c a l  
s e n a t o r  wanted--namely, t o  b u i l d  a  g r e a t  b i g  dam. 

Well, t h e  impact of t h i s  dam c l e a r l y  was going t o  have an 
enormous adverse  e f f e c t  on salmon and on w i l d l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  
So a g a i n  a  committee was assembled by t h e  Na tura l  Resources Council  
of America. I t ' s  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of S i e r r a  Club, Wilderness  Soc ie ty  
- -a l l  o f  them c o l l e c t i v e l y  meet a t  each North American W i l d l i f e  
Conference and dec ide  what t h e  b i g  problems a r e .  They g o t  t o g e t h e r  
and pooled some money t o  send a  crew of about  seven o r  e i g h t  o f  us 
up t h e r e  and s e e  what w e  could do t o  s t o p  t h a t  dam. 

The head of t h e  crew was Steve Spur r ,  who p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime 
had been head o f  t h e  F o r e s t r y  School a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Michigan. 
W e l l ,  Steve--he's now p r e s i d e n t  o f  some u n i v e r s i t y  down South I 
t h i n k ,  Rice o r  Auburn o r  something--covered t h e  d e a l i n g s  wi th  
Senator  Gruening. The r e s t  o f  us  went o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and looked 
a t  what t h e  problems would be .  I was involved p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  
t h e  impact on waterfowl ,  which would have been a  c a t a s t r o p h e .  

The Yukon f l a t s  a r e  r e a l l y  a  v e r y  important  p roduc t ion  a r e a  
f o r  waterfowl .  The salmon r u n  would have been c u t  o f f ,  obv ious ly ,  
by t h e  dam a t  Rampart. And t h e  Canadians were going t o  t a k e  a  very 
dim view of t h i s  because  t h e  salmon run  r i g h t  up through t h e r e  and 
i n t o  Canada, and a  l o t  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  people  up above Whitehorse 
depend on t h e  salmon run .  There were a  l o t  o f  r e a s o n s  i n v o l v i n g  
f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  a  good i d e a .  

But t h e  way t h e  t h i n g  was f i n a l l y  d e f e a t e d  was by S teve  
Spurr h i m s e l f ,  who--as o u r  in format ion  accrued and we began t o  g e t  
more and more ammunition t o  t r y  and s h o o t  t h i s  t h i n g  down--would 
go r i g h t  over  and g ive  i t  a l l  t o  Senator  Gruening, t e l l  him e x a c t l y  
what we were f i n d i n g  o u t ,  e x a c t l y  what we were going t o  s a y ,  and 
a s  Gruening watched t h i s  accumulate h e  began t o  g e t  uneasy,  because 
i f  t h e r e ' s  any th ing  a  s e n a t o r  o r  congressman d o e s n ' t  l i k e  i t  i s  
t o  i n t r o d u c e  a  p r o j e c t ,  and f i g h t  f o r  i t ,  and have i t  bea ten .  A 
l o t  b e t t e r  n o t  t o  have any th ing  t o  do wi th  i t!  

And Gruening g r a d u a l l y  began t o  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  was going t o  go 
over  l i k e  a  l e a d  b a l l o o n ,  and h e  backed o u t  o f  i t .  A l l  o f  a  sudden 
he s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about  b i r t h  c o n t r o l ,  and h e  g o t  o f f  i n t o  ano ther  
s e r i e s  of k i c k s !  And t h e  t h i n g  j u s t  q u i e t l y  d i e d ,  and t h a t  was t h e  
end o f  t h e  Rampart. I thought t h a t  was r e a l l y  a  very  e f f e c t i v e  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  committee, i n  which I played a  ve ry  s m a l l  p a r t .  
Spurr  is t h e  one t h a t  r e a l l y  had t h e  advantages  t h e r e .  

Well, now, one of t h e  arguments t h a t  S teve  used was, "There 
a r e  o t h e r  s i t e s  i n  Alaska,  i f  you need hydro-power, f a r  b e t t e r  
s i t u a t e d ,  and one of them i s  t h e  S u s i t n a  River . ' '  Well ,  t e n  y e a r s  



Leopold : l a t e r  suddenly  comes t h i s  p roposa l  by t h e  Alaska Power A u t h o r i t y  
f o r  two dams on t h e  S u s i t n a ,  and I work f o r  t h e  power company i n  
t h i s  case ,  a d v i s i n g  them on what t h e  impact o f  t h i s  w i l l  be  on f i s h  
and wildlife--salmon e s p e c i a l l y .  Th i s  is  s t i l l  ongoing.  Whether 
t h e y ' l l  e v e r  b u i l d  i t  o r  n o t  I ' m  beg inn ing  t o  wonder, because  i t  
h i n g e s  s o  h e a v i l y  on t h e  p r i c e  of  o i l .  When t h e  p r i c e  of  o i l  
went down, when OPEC f o l d e d ,  a l l  of a sudden Alaska,  which had 
been j u s t  bubb l ing  over  w i t h  money, is about  h a l f  broke.  That 
o i l  p r i c e  j u s t  took a tremendous d i v e .  And they  were depending 
on t h a t  t o  b u i l d  t h e  S u s i t n a  Dam. 

I n  any e v e n t ,  we ' r e  b e i n g  asked some v e r y  l e g i t i m a t e ,  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  about  wha t ' s  t h e  impact going t o  b e  on a l l  
t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s .  And s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n s  of  d o l l a r s  a r e  
going i n t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h  program on t h e s e  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s ,  and my 
job is  merely t o  make s u r e  t h e y ' r e  a s k i n g  t h e  r i g h t  q u e s t i o n s .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  There ' s  never  any o b l i g a t i o n  by t h e s e  companies t o  adhere  t o  your 
r e p o r t s ,  i s  t h e r e ?  

Leopold : No, none a t  a l l .  They do any th ing  they  want. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  But then  you always t a k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  you want t o  make t h e  
in fo rmat ion  p u b l i c ,  s o  t h a t  i f  i t ' s  unfavorab le  i t  w i l l  a t  l e a s t  
b e  o u t .  

Leopold : W e l l ,  I wouldn ' t  even s t a r t  on one i f  I d i d n ' t  have t h a t  r i g h t .  
No, no, no,  you d o n ' t  want t o  g e t  caught  i n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .  



V I  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The I m ~ o r t a n c e  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t v  

H o l l e u f f e r :  You've worked f o r  s o  many d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s :  t h e  government, 
s t a t e  f i s h  and and game depar tments ,  you've been head o f  t h e  
Sagehen Creek f a c i l i t y  h e r e  a t  UC Berkeley,  and head of C a l i f o r n i a  
Academy of  Sc iences ,  been on t h e  Wilderness Soc ie ty ,  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  
t h i n g s  ... S i e r r a  Club. Of a l l  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  you've worked 
w i t h ,  which do you f e e l  were t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  i n  what they were 
doing? 

Leopold: Hrnmm. Well, I ' d  never  s topped t o  t h i n k  of i t  t h a t  way. Most 
e f f e c t i v e  i n  what they  were accomplishing,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Gee, I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I can r e a l l y  g i v e  you a  
t h o u g h t f u l  answer. They ' re  a l l  s o  d i f f e r e n t .  I t h i n k  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y ,  of course ,  which is  where I ' v e  s p e n t  most of my t ime, 
i s  i n  t h e  l o n g  run  one o f  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  because 
o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  we do and t h e  t r a i n i n g  of s t u d e n t s  and feed  them 
i n t o  government p l a c e s  and s o  on.  Decis ion making then  grows 
o u t  of t h e  work t h a t  we do around t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  perhaps  t h e  most 
e f f e c t i v e  [way] of a l l .  I d o n ' t  know. That may n o t  b e  a  very 
complete answer, b u t  I d o n ' t  want t o  j u s t  p ick o u t  any one.  

I t h i n k  i n  terms o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  have prospered and 
r e a l l y  done exceedingly  w e l l ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Academy of Sciences  
i s  one of t h e  c l a s s i c  examples; i t ' s  done b e a u t i f u l l y .  But I ' v e  
on ly  been p a r t  of i t .  I was p r e s i d e n t  f o r  twelve--f i f teen y e a r s ,  
b u t  t h e r e ' s  a  board o f  t r u s t e e s  t h a t  does most o f  t h e  f u n d r a i s i n g  
and t h a t  k ind of t h i n g .  

I would s a y  t h a t  t h e  government agenc ies ,  g e n e r a l l y  speaking,  
I ' d  p u t  toward t h e  bottom of t h e  l i s t ,  i n  terms o f  r e a l  performing 
and producing over  a  con t inu ing  p e r i o d  of t ime. You c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
depend on e i t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  government. J u s t  t a k e  
a  look a t  wha t ' s  happening r i g h t  now! Both t h e  s t a t e  - and t h e  
f e d e r a l  government! You t h i n k  y o u ' r e  making headway i n  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  



Leopold: t h e n  a l l  of  a sudden t h e  whole t h i n g  g e t s  t i p p e d  r i g h t  over  on you, 
ups ide  down. S t i l l ,  t h e y ' r e  t h e  people  t h a t  do a n  awful l o t ,  and 
s o  w e  work w i t h  them anyway. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  And i t  w i l l  change--go back t h e  o t h e r  way. 

P lans  f o r  a  Suisun Marsh I n t e r p r e t i v e  Center 

Leopold : Right now I ' m  spending a g r e a t  d e a l  of my t ime t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
a museum and a n  i n t e r p r e t i v e  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  Suisun marsh. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Oh, y e s .  

Leopold : I ' m  convinced t h a t  t h e  wet lands  of C a l i f o r n i a  a r e  probably  our  
most p r e c i o u s  and most r a p i d l y  d imin i sh ing  r e s o u r c e ,  and we have 
h a r d l y  any marshland l e f t ,  f o u r  p e r c e n t  roughly of what we had 
o r i g i n a l l y .  And one way t h a t  you can r e v e r s e  a  t r e n d  o f  t h i s  s o r t  
is  t o  p u t  through p u b l i c  educa t ion .  A museum t h a t  a t t r a c t s  a  l o t  
o f  people  can be  a  ve ry  e f f e c t i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  t o o l .  

Now, t h e  museum I have i n  mind would be  e s t a b l i s h e d  up h e r e  
n e a r  F a i r f i e l d  b u t  o u t  on t h e  edge of t h e  Suisun,  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  
where you can b r i n g  k i d s  i n  by busload l o t s  and t each  them t h a t  a  
marsh i s  r e a l l y  a  b e a u t i f u l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e ,  and t h e r e  a r e  
l o t s  of good produc t s  t h a t  grow o u t  of i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  l i t t l e  f i s h e s  
t h a t  become b i g  f i s h e s  i n  t h e  bay,  and t h e  ducks,  and s o  on. But 
I ' m  n o t  making much headway r i g h t  a t  t h e  moment. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Whose l a n d ?  Is i t  s t a t e  l a n d  o r  f e d e r a l  l a n d ?  

Leopold : Well, t h e  s t a t e  owns four  o r  f i v e  thousand a c r e s  i n  H i l l  Slough, 
and t h e y ' r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  r e f u g e  t h e r e ,  t h e  purpose of which is  
going t o  b e  f o r  p u b l i c  viewing o f  w i l d l i f e ,  n o t  p u b l i c  hun t ing  a t  
a l l .  We're t r ,y ing t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s i t e  on t h e  edge o f  t h i s  f o r  
our  museum. 1'11 be  damned i f  I ' m  going t o  p u t  i t  on government 
l a n d ,  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l .  You c a n ' t  t r u s t  them. Twenty y e a r s  from 
now, a l l  of  a  sudden you g e t  somebody i n  t h e r e  a s  head of f i s h  
and game o r  head o f  some government agency and h e ' s  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  
b i t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s ;  h e  wants t o  do something e l s e .  So I ' m  
i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  b e f o r e  we proceed w i t h  t h i s  we g e t  a  s i t e  t h a t  we 
own. 

F i r s t ,  somebody o f f e r e d  me twenty a c r e s .  Then h e  withdrew 
t h e  o f f e r  because i t  tu rned  o u t  t o  be  extremely v a l u a b l e  real 
e s t a t e  l a n d .  Now, j u s t  l a s t  n i g h t ,  I te lephoned t o  a rancher  
I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  d e a l  wi th  t o  s e e  i f  I could  buy twenty-- th i r ty  
a c r e s  from him, and h e  s a i d  no. So I j u s t  handed my g i r l  a  
memorandum t h a t  I d r a f t e d  t h i s  morning t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  we ' re  



Leopold : still s t a r t i n g  from s c r a t c h ,  from s t e p  one.  But once w e  g e t  t h i s  
t h i n g  ins ta l led--and w e  w i l l ,  w e ' l l  g e t  i t  sooner  o r  l a t e r ,  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about  a  two-or th ree -mi l l ion  d o l l a r  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  I mean 
t h i s  is going t o  b e  something r e a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e - - w i t h  a r e s e a r c h  
g r a n t ,  n o t  j u s t  f o r  p u b l i c  educa t ion ,  probably  have a  s e p a r a t e  
b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e ' s  an  awful l o t  of r e s e a r c h  t h a t  needs t o  be  
done on waterfowl  on t h e s e  w i n t e r i n g  grounds and marsh management. 
How do you hand le  a  p i e c e  o f  marshland t o  g e t  t h e  maximum c a r r y i n g  
c a p a c i t y  f o r  waterfowl a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  baby s t r i p e d  b a s s  and every- 
t h i n g  e l s e .  

F i sh  and Game i s n ' t  going t o  f i n d  t h i s  o u t ;  they j u s t  f lounder  
around. H e l l ,  they d o n ' t  know what t h e y ' r e  doing h a l f  t h e  t ime.  
So t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e s e  management procedures  a r e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  we want t o  do. T h e y ' l l  b e  d e l i g h t e d  t o . h a v e  us  do 
them, too .  So t h i s  can be  impor tan t ,  I t h i n k .  

And I ' m  heading i t  up. I ' m  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  founda t ion ,  
C a l i f o r n i a  Wetlands Foundation--I have a  board o f  d i r e c t o r s .  
Everybody i s  w a i t i n g  f o r  me t o  f i n d  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  we can  g e t  going 
on.  

Do you ever  g e t  down t o  Arizona? Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  
Arizona Sonora Deser t  Museum? 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Yes. 

Leopold: Well, t h e  f e l l o w  I have working on t h e  p l a n  f o r  t h i s  museum i s  
Bob Dahl, who d i d  t h a t  one,  and Bob l i v e s  a t  Tucson, l i v e s  n o t  f a r  
from t h a t  museum, and h e ' s  r e a l l y  ve ry  c l e v e r .  He l i k e s  l i v e  
t h i n g s ,  n o t  j u s t  s t u f f e d  ducks. People a r e  much more i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  something t h a t  wiggles!  And h i s  i d e a s  about  how t h i s  museum 
might b e  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a r e  r e a l l y  f a s c i n a t i n g .  A l l  I need i s  t o  
g e t  going! [ l augh ing]  

H o l l e u f f e r :  You need t h e  p l a c e  and t h e  money. 

Leopold: So I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  through y e t .  I ' l l  t r y  and g e t  t h i s  one done, 
t h e n  I ' l l  j u s t  go fishing--and t o  heck w i t h  i t!  

Familv I n f l u e n c e s  

H o l l e u f f e r :  I was wondering i f  you had s a i d  every th ing  t h a t  you wanted t o  
about  your e a r l y  i n f l u e n c e s ,  abou t  your family?  I thought  i t  was 
remarkable t h a t  your p a r e n t s  had f i v e  c h i l d r e n ,  and a l l  o f  them 
tu rned  o u t  t o  b e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c i e n t i s t s - - b o t a n i s t s ,  g e o l o g i s t s ,  
z o o l o g i s t s .  



Leopold : Yes. We a l l  a s k  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  o f  course :  What i n  t h e  world - was 
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of o u r  f a t h e r ?  None o f  us  know! I mean nobody can 
g i v e  you a  l o g i c a l  answer. 

H o l l e u f f e r :  You s a i d  t h a t  even a s  e a r l y  a s  f i v e  your  f a t h e r  was t a k i n g  you 
around on t h e  hand lebars  of a  b i k e .  

Leopold : Oh y e s ,  you b e t .  I had a  good s t a r t  a l l  r i g h t ,  because  I hunted 
and f i s h e d  w i t h  him. I was always c l o s e r  t o  my f a t h e r  I t h i n k  
than any o f  t h e  o t h e r  k i d s .  Yet i t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
r e s t  of them seemed t o  fo l low i n t o  l i n e s  more o r  l e s s  a l l i e d  t o  
n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  f i e l d s ,  and t h e r e  i s n ' t  one o f  us  i n  t h e  family  
t h a t  c a n  t e l l  you how t h i s  was done. We c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  succeed 
w i t h - o u r  own k i d s .  A l l  o f  o u r  k i d s  work from every p o s s i b l e  
d i r e c t i o n  except  t h i s .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Well ,  i t  is unusual t o  have a  whole family  t h a t  u n i t e d  i n  i t s  
g o a l s .  

Leopold: Yes, i t  r e a l l y  is. 

Threa t s  t o  Af r ican  and Mexican W i l d l i f e  

Leopold: One t h i n g  we h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  about  a t  a l l  i s  A f r i c a .  I ' v e  s p e n t  
q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  t i m e  over  t h e r e ,  and I ' v e  had a  l o t  o f  s t u d e n t s  
working on Afr ican  w i l d l i f e  problems. My l a s t  one,  Lawrence 
Frank, i s  j u s t  now w r i t i n g  h i s  t h e s i s  on hyenas i n  t h e  Mara 
coun t ry  [ i n  A f r i c a ] .  I ' m  t e r r i b l y  discouraged w i t h  t h e  w i l d l i f e  
f u t u r e  i n  Eas t  A f r i c a ;  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  any hope a t  a l l .  
A s  soon a s  t h e  Engl i sh  g o t  booted o u t ,  e v e r y t h i n g  became 
Afr ican ized ,  t h e  governments. Then they Afr ican ized  t h e  pa rks  
and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and a l l  o f  a  sudden y o u ' r e  beg inn ing  t o  
g e t  a  p r e t t y  l o o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  management o f  t h o s e  n a t i o n a l  
pa rks ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  Kenya a t  l e a s t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  pa rks  
and t h e  w i l d l i f e  a r e  t h e  number-one s o u r c e  of income. 

But t h e  p r e s s u r e  t h a t  b u i l d s  i n  an  a r e a  l i k e  E a s t  A f r i c a  
comes from t h e  growth of t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  peop le .  A s  
t h e r e  g e t  t o  be  more and more hungry peop le ,  they  j u s t  keep crowding 
o u t  i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ;  e x a c t l y  t h e  same t h i n g  i n  Mexico. 
p r e c i s e l y .  I n  Eas t  A f r i c a ,  each fami ly  has  t o  have i t s  l i t t l e  
shamba, i t s  f i e l d  where i t  grows i ts  corn and beans ,  and l i v e s  o f f  
t h a t  l i t t l e  p l o t .  Down h e r e  [ i n  Mexico] i t ' s  a  milpa .  And t h a t ' s  
t h e  same t h i n g  e x a c t l y .  And w i l d l i f e  s imply r e t r e a t s ,  and p r e s s u r e s  
around t h e  edges of t h e  n a t i o n a l  pa rks ,  f o r  example, a r e  beginning 
t o  push i n .  And I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  any r e a l ,  long-range f u t u r e  



Leopold : f o r  w i l d l i f e  t h e r e  i n  Eas t  A f r i c a .  I p u t  my money on South A f r i c a  
a  l o t  q u i c k e r .  Of course ,  you never  know w h a t ' s  going t o  happen, 
b u t  s o  f a r  t h e y ' r e  doing r e a l l y  a  ve ry  p r o f e s s i o n a l  job o f  hand l ing  
t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  parks .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  t r u e  i n  Mexico too ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s n ' t  much 
hope f o r  w i l d l i f e ?  

Leopold : That ' s  r i g h t .  I would go beyond t h a t  and s a y  t h e r e  i s n ' t  - any 
hope f o r  w i l d l i f e .  That Gavil'an a r e a  where Dad and I went i n  i n  
' 3 8 . .  . .A f r i e n d  o f  mine, Bob Smith, who was t h e  flyway b i o l o g i s t  
i n  t h i s  coun t ry  up t o  a  few y e a r s  ago, went i n t o  t h e r e  i n  A p r i l  
o f  t h i s  y e a r .  He went back i n t o  t h a t  GavilSn a r e a  c o l l e c t i n g  
t r o u t .  .There a r e  endemic s p e c i e s  o f  t r o u t  i n  a l l  those  l i t t l e  
s t reams t h a t  f low down i n t o  t h e  Rio Yaqui. And Bob had i n v i t e d  
me t o  go, and I thought about  i t  a  long  w h i l e ;  I thought  I ' d  l o v e  
t o  g e t  back i n  t h a t  coun t ry .  

Well, h e  phoned me up a f t e r  h e  g o t  back l a s t  month and s a i d ,  
" I ' m  awful g lad  you d i d n ' t  go. I t  would have j u s t  made you c r y  
t o  s e e  t h i s  coun t ry .  I' Now [ t h i s  was ] t h e  same p l a c e  t h a t  I 
remember s o  v i v i d l y  as a  r e a l  w i l d e r n e s s .  I had taken Bob i n  t h e r e  
back about  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  ago. We went i n  on a  tu rkey  hun t .  Now, 
h e  s a i d ,  t h e r e ' s  a  cow under every bush--every p l a c e  where t h e r e ' s  
a  l i t t l e  f l a t  p i e c e  of land--and somebody i s  o u t  t h e r e  hoeing t h e  
corn i n ,  and i t ' s  simply complete ly  gone a s  f a r  a s  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  
goes.  And t h a t ' s  t h e  way Eas t  A f r i c a  i s  g e t t i n g ;  they j u s t  keep 
crowding i t .  Hungry people--you c a n ' t  blame them. When you've 
got  people  t h a t  a r e  hungry,  by gosh, t h e y ' r e  going t o  t r y  and 
feed  themselves and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  
r e s u l t :  l o s s  of t h e  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s .  

W i l d l i f e  and Popula t ion  Growth 

H o l l e u f f e r :  Do you t h i n k  w i l d l i f e  management and w i l d e r n e s s  a r e  e l i t i s t  i d e a s ,  
and t h e y ' r e  on ly  f o r  c o u n t r i e s  which can a f f o r d  them? 

Leopold : No: I t h i n k  b e f o r e  you even s t a r t  t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n  you have 
t o  a s k  ano ther  one,  and t h a t  has  t o  do w i t h  human popula t ions .  
I n  any s o c i e t y  i n  which popula t ions  keep growing i n d e f i n i t e l y  
t h e r e  i s  no hope f o r  w i l d e r n e s s ,  w i l d l i f e ,  o r  any th ing  e l s e .  
I t 's  on ly  when popula t ions  s t a b i l i z e  t h a t  t h i n g s  then become 
p o s s i b l e ,  a s  f o r  example i n  Sweden o r  i n  Swi tze r land ;  and o f  
course  h e r e  i n  t h i s  coun t ry  o u r  popula t ion  growth r a t e  i s  s lowing 
down. I t ' s  going t o  s t a b i l i z e  soon, I hope, i n  which c a s e  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  wi lde rness  a r e a s  and t h e  w i l d  a r e a s  and t h e  w i l d l i f e  
t h a t  goes w i t h  them a r e  going t o  be  a p p r e c i a t e d  more than they  a r e  
now. - 



Leopold: On t h e  o t h e r  hand, where t h e r e  i s  no c o n t r o l  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  growth 
t h e r e  simply i s n ' t  any hope a t  a l l  f o r  t h e s e  k inds  o f  v a l u e s .  
Mexico is  a  c l a s s i c  case--and throughout  L a t i n  America. When I 
worked down t h e r e  twenty-five,  t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago,  whenever i t  was, 
B i l l  Vogt was working a t  t h e  same t i m e  look ing  a t  t h e  r e s o u r c e  
s i t u a t i o n  throughout L a t i n  America, and h e  wro te  t h e  book--maybe 
you remember it--Road t o  Surv iva l .  That was t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  
came o u t  and s a i d  t h e r e  r e a l l y  i s  a  problem h e r e  o f  human 
popula t ions .  F a i r f i e l d  Osborne was nex t  wi th  h i s  book, and then  
Paul  Sears  and a  few o t h e r s .  

But B i l l  Vogt s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  problem i n  L a t i n  
America was going t o  b e  E l  Salvador .  Everything t h a t  B i l l  s a i d  
i n  t h a t  book i s  coming t r u e  r i g h t  now. And Mexico i s  j u s t  a  
l i t t l e  b i t  behind.  We're t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Mexico 
about  how we ' re  going t o  ba lance  t h e i r  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  and s o  on.  
Baloney. These a r e  a l l  j u s t  stop-gap t h i n g s .  Sometime w i t h i n  t h e  
n e x t  f i f t y  y e a r s  Mexico i s  going t o  blow up j u s t  l i k e  E l  Salvador  
h a s .  You c a n ' t  have hungry peop le  i n d e f i n i t e l y ,  and s t a b i l i t y  i n  
t h e  coun t ry .  A s  soon a s  t h a t  happens,  o f  course ,  then  t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  I ' m  most i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a r e  j u s t  o u t  t h e  window--for t h e  
S i e r r a  Club, too.  

H o l l e u f f e r :  Was t h e r e  any th ing  e l s e  you wanted t o  add abou t  your work wi th  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club, o t h e r  than  t h a t  you had very  p l e a s a n t  memories 
o f  s e r v i n g  on t h e  board? 

Leopold: Oh, I had a  l o v e l y  t ime when I was on t h e  board.  

H o l l e u f f e r :  You say  now you a r e n ' t  r e a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  wi th  them? 

Leopold: I ' m  n o t  a c t i v e .  I fo l low what t h e y ' r e  doing though, obv ious ly ;  
and o c c a s i o n a l l y  I ' m  asked f o r  a n  op in ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t  
i n v o l v e s  a  w i l d l i f e  problem. No, I t h i n k  I ' v e  s a i d  more t h a n  I 
had any b u s i n e s s  say ing!  [ l augh ing]  

H o l l e u f f e r :  J u s t  b e f o r e  we end h e r e ,  o f  a l l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and a l l  t h e  
commissions and p o s i t i o n s  you 've  h e l d ,  which has  been t h e  most 
s a t i s f a c t o r y ?  

Leopold: I t h i n k  a  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a .  T h a t ' s  
t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a l l  t h e  r e s t  of t h e s e  t h i n g s .  You always have a  home 
b a s e .  A l l  t h e  r e s t  of t h e s e  a r e  re levan t - - I  mean t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  
w i t h  v a r i o u s  o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and s o  on.  But i t  wouldn ' t  work 
very  w e l l  i f  you d i d n ' t  have a  dependable home b a s e ,  such a s  I 
have h e r e .  I t h i n k  I can answer t h a t  one f a i r l y  s t r a i g h f o r w a r d .  

H o l l e u f f e r :  W e l l ,  thank you very  much. I t ' s  been a  ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  t a l k .  

T r a n s c r i b e r :  Joyce Minick 
F i n a l  Typis t :  Marie Herold 
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the last few years, lumbering and cultivation have begun to move into 
these last forests. When the land's fertility has been cropped out and the 
trees have been cut off, the crops will give way to grazing. Once overgraz- 
ing has gone far enough, the starving animals preventing grass, brush, and 
tree reproduction, the area will assume the desert aspect of most of the 
Middle East. 

This remnant biblical wilderness illustrates one of the very real eco- 
nomic values of wilderness that, perhaps, is not often thought of in our 
country. It would be easy to say, looking at most of the desert Middle 
Eastern lands, that this area never did support much life, or that the old 
records of forests and crops are wrong, or that if there were trees here 
once there has since been a climatic change. But in these remaining wild 
forest areas we have the living proof that this was not the case. North 
Lebanon and western Syria provide a point of reference by which one may 
judge the condition of the land as it was, see what man has done to the 
rest of the land, and therefore see what can be done with what land is left. 

For the United States, wilderness is a powerful diplomatic weapon. 
Most of us are aware of the often less-than-friendly attitude toward the 
United States in many countries, and we are aware of the fact that all too 
often we are considered an industrial nation with a dollar sign for a heart. 

I have found in a number of countries, especially those of Asia and 
Africa, that one of the most effective answers to this belief is our system of 
wilderness areas and national parks and what they stand for to us. 

About three hundred years before Christ, India had what corresponds 
to a system of wilderness areas and national parks. This was established 
by India's beloved Emperor Ashoka. The fact that our allegedly material- 
ist country has led the rest of the world in the re-establishment of this 
idea is a deeper bond with Indians than millions of dollars in aid. 

The United States has been a modern day pioneer and leader in wilder- 
ness areas. But with this leadership comes responsibility. What we do 
with our wilderness areas may determine what others can do with similar 
areas in their countries. We have pioneered also the international a p  
proach to parks and wilderness areas, and this seems the only effective 
way to assure wilderness in many parts of the world. 

In the international view, our wilderness is a great responsibility; but 
it is also a great opportunity. 

1 The expedition was sponsored by the Wildlife Management Institute and the 
American Committee for International Wild Life Protection, backed by Mr. R. Arun- 
del and organized and led by the author. 

Cf. Lee Merriam Talbot, "Stalking the Great Indian Rhinoceros," National Ceo- 
graphic Magazine, March, 1957. 

Wilderness and Culture 
By A. STARKER LEOPOLD 

Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California, Berkeley 

N SEARCH of security, comfort, and ease, man has labored in the past I few thousand years to conquer and civilize the wilderness. Having 
done so, and while enjoying the fruits of physical well-being, he developed 
a taste for activities that satisfy his soul as well as his body. To these ac- 
tivities we apply the collective term "culture." The relationship between 
culture and the original wilderness is perhaps worth exploring. 

Historically speaking, the relationship has been an inverse o n ~ u l b  
ture and the humanities have flourished as the wilderness was conquered. 
This is easily understandable in the early stages of social advance. The 
cave dweller, faced with the daily task of gathering fresh food, had scant 
time for letters and arts, although all primitive people have left expres- 
sions of these. But as man institutionalized the exploitation of the earth' 
around him, his daily bread became assured, and leisure time, at least 
among the upper social classes, permitted more indulgence in the pleas- 
ures of cultivating the mind. 

Periodically through the pages of history we meet indications of surges 
of liberal thinking about man's activities and social relationships. The 
term "humanities" means the study of human values throughout history. 
Beginning with .the Renaissance and the revolt against religious peda- 
gogy, men of learning looked back to the philosophers of earlier eras for 
leads to what is important and what is worth knowing. But not often 
were man's relationships to nature seriously explored. When a t  last the 
study of natural phenomena was accepted as worthy of the dignity of the 
sages, the objectives were principally practical, not philosophical. Modem 
medicine, engineering, and agriculture are a few of the applied fields of $ 
natural science that have flourished and have accounted for much of the f 
recent advance of civilization, without, however, any commensurate ad- 

+ 

vance in the philosophy of man's relationship to the world around him. 
I t  is only in very recent years-less than a century in fact-that an % 

attentive attitude toward undisturbed and unutilized nature has begun 
to emerge. I t  is surprising that in the long history of man's conquest of 
the earth there is no evidence of sustained effort on the part of any people 
to preserve native landscape for its own sake, until our own national park 
system began to take form late in the nineteenth century. 

There were of course elaborate programs of preserving and culturing 

C331 
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certain elements of flora and fauna for purposes of man's use. For exam- 
ple, one of the most complete plans of wildlife management ever devised 
was observed by Marco Polo in the realm of Kublai Khan. The Great 
Khan maintained fields of grain and adjoining shelters for the use of par- 
tridges and other wild animals, so that he might find good sport when he 
went afield to fly his falcons. Most of the so-called parks and forests of 
mediaeval Europe were similarly managed for specific purpose+usually 
game and forest products combined. 

Throughout history there are records of zoos and botanical gardens 
maintained by rulers and men of means, proving that people had an avo- 
cational interest in natural history even if they lacked appreciation of the 
undisturbed wilderness per se. Curiously, two of the most elaborate zoi5- 
logical parks were on this continent in the capitals of the Aztec and Taras- 
can empires in Mexico, although these peoples were not far advanced by 
European or Asiatic cultural standards. 

But there is a world of difference between the creation of a zoo or a 
botanical garden and the maintenance of an undisturbed natural area. 
In a zoo man is rearranging and managing nature for his own interest 
and amusement. In the wilderness he is showing respect for nature a s  it 
existed in the first place. It is the emergence of this element of respect 
that deserves special attention, for it marks a turning point in man's view 
of the earth. 

That the peoples of the world were receptive to a philosophy of nature 
preservation was manifested by the way the national park idea swept 
from continent to continent once it was announced in the United States. 
In a few decades natural preserves of one sort or another were created in 
many parts of the earth. European countries that had no wilderness left 
at home applied the idea to their colonies and dependencies. The British 
Empire was outstanding in this regard, but Germany, Belgium, Holland, 
and some others followed suit. Many Latin American countries and even 
some independent nations of Asia and Africa joined in the new movement. 
The dedicated areas went by many names-parks, game refuges, crown 
forests, or simply nature preserves. But the basic idea was the same-the 
preservation of unexploited and more or less unmanaged natural areas. 

The implications of this new look toward the outdoors can scarcely be 
overemphasized. From a tradition of conquest and subjugation of nature 
and the wilderness, extending back to the earliest pages of history, man 
suddenly finds within himself a desire and an obligation to preserve un- 
trammeled some remnants of the natural scene he has labored so long to 
bend to his material needs. That all nations have not succeeded equally 

well in bringing about this reform is beside the point. The issue is one of 
intent and acknowledgment of something that is right, even if it is not 
completely attainable. 

Coming back to the origin of this idea in the United States, I have dif- 
ficulty in seeing any logical reason for the sudden and inexplicable emerg- 
ence of so sweeping a reversal in traditional philosophy at the time and 
place where it occurred. One would have supposed that appreciation of 
wild country would have emerged first in some overpopulated region 
where wildness was at a premium. Instead, Yellowstone National Park 
was created in 1872 when the United States was still considerably under- 
populated and major effort was being directed to the conquest and settle- 
ment of the West. Yet the Congress and the people readily accepted the 
idea of setting aside this large block of country for recreational needs 
which at that time scarcely existed. Thinking as a biologist I see this 
emergence of a new idea as comparable to a macromutation in organic 
evolution-ne of those sweeping shifts of evolutionary direction that 
come suddenly, and without forewarning, like the emergency of the flat- 
fishes from the normal teleost line. There is no gradual approach. 

Once born, the concept of nature preserves spread rapidly, and at the 
same time evolved. Let us consider the evolution of thought regarding 
the national parks of this country-prototypes of all to follow. The initial 
idea in the first half dozen parks was to preserve for public access such 
natural geologic features as geysers, hot springs, spectacular mountains, 
and canyons. Fauna and flora were less seriously considered. The first 
botanical features to be emphasized were the big trees on the west slope 
of the Sierra Nevada. Consideration of native animal life came later, and 
then on a classified basis. The "goodJ' species like deer were protected, 
but the "bad" actors, including wolves, coyotes, and mountain lions, were 
controlled in accordance with the common-sense policy of the day. Bears 
were fed garbage and elk were fed hay. There was a carry-over of the 
outdoorzoo idea which took some years to die out, during which period 
wolves and lions unfortunately were exterminated in many Rocky Moun- 
tain parks. This event has led directly to the difficult problems of over- 
population by deer and elk that plague the National Park Service today. 

Likewise, the idea of leaving substantial blocks of park land undevel- 
oped and in true wilderness status came long after the parks were created. 
The initial hope was to build roads, railroads, and hotels anywhere within 
the parks that people wanted to go. But this utilitarian concept of park 
development and management gave way gradually to the informal zoning 
idea that guides park programs today. 
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In short, the national parks as preserves of unmanaged nature did not 
spring forth in full bloom. They tended always toward naturalness, except 
in the heavily developed centers of activity where, unfortunately, the 
trend up to now has been strongly in the other direction. 

There is still one striking exception in the trend toward naturalness 
in park preservation-the complete exclusion of fire from all areas, even 
those that burned naturally every year or two before becoming parks. Fire 
is declared evil and destructive, just as coyotes and mountain lions were 
designated as evil and destructive in the parks 25 years ago. Yet many 
forest types that are to be perpetuated developed with fire as a dominant 
molding element. I am convinced that ground fires some day will be re- 
instated in the regimen of natural factors permitted to maintain the parks 
in something resembling a virgin state. Both esthetic considerations of 
open airy forest versus dense brush, and assurance of safety from con- 
flagration of accumulated fuel will force this issue sooner or later. 

Even as the National Park Service was being created, other types of 
natural areas were coming into being in this country. Some of the national 
wildlife refuges were created. The great system of Forest Service wilder- 
ness areas came soon after, along with state and municipal parks, and 
various types of national preserves controlled and operated by a host of 
agencies, organizations, and even individuals. We take for granted that 
preserving native associations of fauna and flora is in the public interest 
and is to be encouraged. The basic concept is scarcely open to challenge 
any more in this country-we disagree and wrangle only over what areas 
are to be preserved, by whom, and how it should be done. 

And so it is in much of the rest of the world. I t  is agreed that most re- 
newable natural resources are to be used, wisely and with due provision 
for sustained yield. But some areas are to be excluded from this plan and 
kept for the wonder and edification of the citizens. These two concepts are 
not always realized, but they are recognized, on an international level. 
The natural scene now commands respect. Its preservation is accepted as 
moral and proper. From the Serengeti Plain to the Great Smokies, from 
the Brooks Range to Tierra del Fuego, conscientious people are struggling 
to preserve samples of native landscape. Often the pressures of economic 
need and human populations make the cause seem almost hopeless. Yet 
my over-all impression is that the effort is gaining in strength, not losing. 

Wherein lies the appeal of this movement? What forces motivate its 
spread? 

The need is not solely for recreation in the sense of new playgrounds 
for people to get some fresh air. In many countries the preserved areas are 

used scarcely at all for recreation by the citizens. Nor are the educational 
and scientific values of wilderness, of which we often speak, weighed 
heavily into the equation. 

The only possible force that could be motivating the effort to preserve 
natural areas is the moral conviction that it is right-that we owe it to 
ourselves and to the good earth that supports us to curb our avarice to 
the extent of leaving a few spots untouched and unexploited. 

When one considers the spread of this idea over the earth in sixty-odd 
years it is cause indeed for wonder. Here is an addition to the accepted 
mores of people in all continents, imposed suddenly on codes of ethics 
that have been evolving for many centuries. 

And so when we find cause for alarm and discontent with the progress 
of the wilderness movement it may help perhaps to take the long view- 
to see how astonishingly far the idea has progressed in the few decades 
of its existence. 

I think that when future philosophers scan back through the records of 
human history and human thought they may put their finger on this cen- 
tury as a time of outstanding advance in man's feeling of responsibility 
to the earth. Whether man can succeed in preserving an attractive and 
livable world is the problem that lies ahead. 
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I s the Congressional Act of 1916 which created the National 
Park Service. preservation of native animal life was clearly 

specified a s  one of the purposes of the parks. A frequently 
quoted passage of the Act states ". . . which purpose is to con- 
serve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the 
wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same 
in such manner and by such means as  will leave them unim- 
paired for the enjoyment of future generations." 

I n  implementing this Act. the newly formed Park Service 
developed a philosophy of wildlife protection, which in that  era 
was indeed the most obvious and immediate need in wildlife 
conservation. Thus  the parks were established a s  refuges, the 
animal populations were protected from hunting and their 
habitats were protected from wildfire. For a time predators 
were controlled to protect the "good" animals from the "bad" 
ones. but this endeavor mercifully ceased in the 1930's. On the 
whole. there was little major change in the Park Service prac- 
tice of wildlife management during the tirst 40 years of its 
existence. 

During the same era, the concept of wildlife management 
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evolved rapidly among other agencies and groups concerned 
with the production of wildlife for recreational hunting. I t  is 
now an accepted truism that maintenance of suitable habitat 
is the key to sustaining animal populations. and that protec- 
tion. though it  is important, is not of itself a substitute for 
habitat. Jloreover, habitat is not a fixed or stable entity that 
can be set aside and preserved behind a fence. like cliff 
dwelling or a petrified tree. Biotic communities change through 
natural stages of succession. They can be changed deliber- 
ately through manipulation of plant and animal populations. 
I n  recent years the National Park Service has broadened its 
concept of wildlife conservation to provide for purposeful 
management of plant and animal communities as  an essential 
step in preserving wildlife resources ". . . unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations." I n  a few parks active 
manipulation of habitat is being tested. a s  for example in 
the Everglades where controlled burning is now used experi- 
mentally to maintain the open glades and piney woods with 
their interesting animal and plant life. Excess populations of 
grazing ungulates are being controlled in a number of p a r k  
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to preserve the forage plants on which the animals depend. 
T h e  question already has been posed-how far should the 
Sat ional  Park Service go in utilizing the tools of management 
to maintain wildlife populations? 

The concept of park management 
T h e  present report proposes to discuss wildlife management 

in the national parks in terms of three questions which shif t  
emphasis progressively from the general to the specific: 

1 ) IYhat should be the goals of wildlife management in the 
national parks? 

2 )  K h a t  general policies of management are best adapted 
to achieve the pre-determined goals? 

3 ) What a re  some of the methods suitable for on-the-ground 
implementation of policies? 

I t  is acknowledged that this Advisory Board was requested 
by  the Secretary of the Interior to consider particularly one 
method of management. namely. the procedure of removing 
escess ungulates from some of the parks. We feel that this 
specific question can only be viewed objectively in the light 
of goals and operational policies, and our report is framed 
accordingly. I n  speaking of national parks we refer to  the 
whole system of parks and monuments: national recreation 
areas are discussed briefly near the end of the report. 

As a prelude to presenting our thoughts on the goals, pol- 
icies. and methods of managing wildlife in the parks of the 
United States. we wish to quote in full a brief report on "JIan-  
agement of Sat ional  Parks and Equivalent Areas" which was 
formulated by a committee of the First World Conference on 
Sat ional  Parks that convened in Seattle in July. 1962. The  
committee consisted of 15 members of the Conference. rep- 
resenting eight nations: the chairman was Franqois Bourliere 
of France. I n  our judgment this report suggests a firm basis 
for park management. T h e  statement of the committee follows: 

1. Management is defined as any activity directed toward achiev- 
ing or maintaining a given condition in plant and,'or animal popu- 
lations and or habitats in accordance xith the conservation plan 
for the area. .A prior definition of the purposes and objectives of 
each park is assumed. 

Jlanagement may involve active manipulation of the plant and 
animal communities. or protection from modification or external 
influences. 

Sometimes protection alone does not keep parks natural 
The pltotograph at lrft be lox  x a s  taken in 1920, the one at right in 1959, 
both  looking north fronr the firni~el tree in the ,!fariposa Grove  o f  
seqltoias, Y o s e ~ i ~ i t e  .Vational Park, California.  In the -79-year interval,  
there z a s  a change in groztnd cover front nzoztntain u~hi tr thorn,  th i t i~ble-  
berry,  and lupine t o  a l n ~ o ~ t  excl~tsively white fir. The Leopold report 
nraintains that such increase in white fir, incense cedar, and pnatltre 
brush-partirzrlarly in natural parks on the west slope o f  the Sirrra- 

2 .  Few of the \vorld's parks are large enough to be in fact self- 
regulatory ecological units: rather. most are ecological islands sub- 
ject to direct or indirect modification by activities and conditions 
in the surrounding areas. These influences may involve such factors 
as immigration and/or emigration of animal and plant life. changes 
in the fire regime. and alterations in the surface or subsurface water. 

5. There is no need for active modification to maintain large 
examples of the relatively stable "climax" communities which under 
protection perpetuate themselves indefinitely. Examples of such 
communities include large tracts of undisturbed rain-forest. troa- - 
ical mountain paramos. and arctic tundra. 

4. However. most biotic communities are in a constant state of 
change due to natural or man-caused processes of ecological suc- 
cession. In these "successional" communities it is necessary to 
manage the habitat to achieve or stabilize it at a desired stage. 
For example. fire is an essential management tool to maintain East 
African open savanna or American prairie. 

5 .  Where animal populations get out of balance with their habitat 
and threaten the continued existence of a desired environment. 
population control becomes essential. This principle applies. for 
example. in situations where ungulate populations have exceeded 
the carrying capacity of their habitat through loss of predators. 
immigration from surrounding areas. or compression of normal 
migratory pattenis. Specific examples include excess populations 
of elephants in some African parks and of ungulates in some moun- 
tain parks. 

6 .  The need for management. the feasibility of management 
methods. and evaluation of results must be based upon current and 
continuing scientilic research. Both the research and management 
itself should be undertaken only by qualified personnel. Research. 
management planning. and execution must take into account. and 
if necessary regulate. the human uses for which the park is intended. 

i .  Management based on scientific research is. therefore. not 
only desirable but often essential to maintain some biotic com- 
munities in accordance with the consenation plan oi a national 
park or equivalent area. 

The primary goal of parks 
Item 1 in the report just quoted specifies that  "a prior defi- 

nition of the purposes and objectives of each park is assumed." 
In other words. the goal must first be defined. 

As a primary goal. we would recommend that the biotic 
associations within each park be maintained. or where neces- 
sary recrested, as  nearly as  possible in the condition that  pre- 
vailed when the area was first visited by the white man. .A 

is a direct res~tlt .  o f  o o e r p r o t ~ c t i o t ~  f rom natltra! grorrrzd fires. Es is t i~ tg  
d ~ n s e  stands o f  whi te  fir (right 1 present a ccrltin~ring thrrat t o  lizting 
seqitoias throltgh accir i i~~rht ion of f o r f s t  fir? izlels and b? shading ortt 
favorable seed beds for  y o ~ t r ~ g  seqitoias. Prior t o  vigorous fire control in 
national parks, periodic grozrnd fires reduced the volrrlsle o f  ~rrzdergrox~th 
sufiiciently t o  f avor  the reprodrtction o f  seqlroias and also t o  r ed~ tce  the 
probabiiity o f  catastrophic j r e .  Photographs b y  .Vational Park Scrz~ice 
( l e f t )  and R .  J .  Hartesveldt ( see  review 612 pug? 17) .  



Migrating herds of elk, Hellroaring slopes, Yellowstone National Park, 
Wyoirri~tg, 1961. ". . . iltaintenance o f  suitable habitat is the key  to s w -  
faitzing arlirr~ol populatiotts, . . . protection . . . is not o! itself a substitute 
for habitat.  . . . Excess populations o f  grazing ungulates are being con- 
trolled in a ttz~rrtber o f  parks t o  preserve the forage plants on which the  
anilttals depend. . . . Good park ?rtanage?nent requires that ungulate popu- 
lations be reduced t o  the level the range will carr? in good health and 
without iittpairinettt t o  the soil, the vegetation, or  t o  habitats of other 
anintals." Xational Park Service photographs 

The park wildlife problem . . . 

T o o  many elk cause 
this t ype  of over- 
browsing of Douglas 
fir and other more 
i?rtportant food plants 
on the uitt ter range 
o f  elk and other 
anitltals in YeUozcstone 
.Yational Park, 
Wyonting. When  plant 
cozler is dantaged, soil 
erosion results, the 
carrying capacity o f  
the range decreases, 
and . . . 

national park should represent a vignette of primitive -4merica. 
The implications of this seemingly simple aspiration are 

stupendous. Many of our national parks-in fact most of 
them-went through periods of indiscriminate logging: burn- 
ing, livestock grazing, hunting, and predator control. Then 
they entered the park system and shifted abruptly to a regime 
of equally unnatural protection from lightning fires, from 
insect outbreaks, absence of natural controls of ungulates, and 
in some areas elimination of normal fluctuations in water levels. 
Exotic vertebrates, insects, plants, and plant diseases have 
inadvertently been introduced. And of course lastly there is 
the factor of human use--of roads and trampling and camp- 
grounds and pack stock. The resultant biotic associations in 
many of our parks are artifacts, pure and simple. They rep- 
resent a complex ecologic history, but they do not necessarily 
represent primitive America. 

Restoring the primitive scene is not done easily nor can it 
be done completely. Some species are extinct. Given time, an 
eastern hardwood forest can be regrown to maturity but the 
chestnut will be missing and so will the roar of pigeon wings. 
The colorful drapanid finches are not to be heard again in 
the lowland forests of Hawaii, nor will the jack-hammer of 
the ivory-bill ring in southern swamps. The wolf and grizzly 

= commu- bear cannot readily be reintroduced into ranchin, 
nities, and the factor of human use of the parks is subject only 
to regulation, not elimination. Exotic plants, animals, and 
diseases are here to stay, All these limitations we fully realize. 
Yet, if the goal cannot be fully achieved it can be approached. 
A reasonable illusion of primitive bmerica could be recreated, 
using the utmost in skill, judgment, and ecologic sensitivity. 
This in our opinion should be the objective of every national 
park and monument: 

To illustrate the goal more specifically, let us cite some 
cases. A visitor entering Grand Teton National Park from 
the south drives across Antelope Flats. But there are no 
antelope. KO one seems to be asking the question-why aren't 
there? If the mountain men who gathered here in rendezvous 
fed their squaws on antelope, a 20th century tourist at least 
should be able to see a band of these animals. Finding out 
what aspect of the range needs rectifying, and doing so, would 
appear to be a primary function of park management. 

T h e n  the forty-niners poured over the Sierra Sevada into 
California, those that kept diaries spoke almost to a man oi 
the wide-spaced columns of mature trees that grew on the 
lower western slope in gigantic magnificence. The ground was 
a grass parkland, in springtime carpeted with wildflowers. 
Deer and bear were abundant. Today much of the west slope 
is a dog-hair thicket of young pines, white fir, incense cedar. 
and mature brush-a direct function of overprotection from 
natural ground fires. Within the four national parks-Lassen, 
Yosemite, Sequoia, and Kings Canyon-the thickets are even 
more impenetrable than elsewhere. Not only is this accumula- 
tion of fuel dangerous to the giant sequoias and other mature 
trees but the animal life is meager, wildflowers are sparse, and 
to some at  least the vegetative tangle is depressing, not uplift- 
ing. I s  it possible that the primitive open forest could be 
restored, at  least on a local scale? And if so, how? 11-e cannot 
offer an answer. But we are posing a question to which there 
should be an answer of immense concern to the Xational Park 
Service. 

The scarcity of bighorn sheep in the Sierra Xevada rep- 
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resents another type of management problem. Though they 
have been effectively protected for nearly half a century, there 
are fewer than 400 bighorns in the Sierra. Two-thirds of them 
are found in summer along the crest which lies within the 
eastern border of Sequoia and Kings Canyon national parks. 
Obviously. there is some shortcoming of habitat that precludes 
further increase in the population. The  high country is still 
recovering slowly from the devastation of early domestic sheep 
grazing so graphically described by John RIuir. But the present 
limitation may not be in the high summer range at  all but 
rather along the eastern slope of the Sierra where the bighorns 
winter on lands in the jurisdiction of the Forest Service. These 
areas are grazed in summer by domestic livestock and large 
numbers of mule deer. and it is possible that such competitive 
use is adversely affecting the bighorns. I t  would seem to us 
that the Sational Park Service might well take the lead in 
studying this prqblem and in formulating cooperative man- 
agement plans with other agencies even though the manage- 
ment problem lies outside the park boundary. The goal, after 
all. is to restore the Sierra bighorn. If restoration is achieved 
in the Sequoia-Kings Canyon region, there might follow a 
program of reintroduction and restoration of -bighorns in 
1-osemite and Lassen national parks. and Lava Beds Xational 
3Ionument. within which areas this magnificent native animal 
is presently estinct. 

We hope that these esamples clarify what we mean by the 
goal of park management. 

Policies of park management 
The major policy change which we would recommend to 

the Sational Park Service is that it recognize the enormous 
complesity of ecologic communities and the diversity of man- 
agement procedures, required to preserve them. The traditional. 
simple formula of protection may be exactly what is needed 
to maintain such climax associations as arctic-alpine heath. 
the rain forests of Olympic peninsula, or the Joshua trees and 
saguaros of southwestern deserts. On the other hand. grass- 
lands. savannas. aspen. and other successional shrub and tree 
associations may call for very different treatment. Reluctance 
to undertake biotic management can never lead to a realistic 
presentation of primitive America. much of which supported 
successional communities that were maintained by fires. floods, 
hurricanes. and other natural forces. 

A second statement of policy that we would reiterate-and 
this one conforms with present Park'Service standards-is 
that management be limited to native plants and animals. 

Live-trapped elk being 
loaded for  transplant- 
ing from-Yellozi~stone 

elk trap. OMost big 
game ranges are 

essentially filled to  
carrying capacity. 

. . . it is patentljj 
impossible to  look 
upon trapping as 
a practical plan." 

- 

Sational Park Service photo 

. . . and various solutions 

Mountain lion by  
C'erna R .  Johnston. 

"Insofar as possible, 
control through 

nalttral predation 
should be encouraged. 

. . . The egort to 
protect large 

predators in and 
arolrnd parks should 

be greatljl intensified." 

Sational Park Sen ice 11hoto 
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be removed by  the shade of a mesquite. not a tamarisk. A visitor who climbs 
kil l i lzg,  , ,,, I n  _, :- Mi , . . 

a volcano in Hawaii ought to see mamane trees and silver- I.'ello;i,stone program, . -.;,.,., 
. . 

swords, not goats. shown hare, rangers <la . . . -. . 
, . .  

Carrying this point further, observable artificiality in any with snow vehicles ' i .. - .- .I. 
accomplished the form must be minimized and obscured in every possible way. . 

% unpleasant job in \\lldlife should not be displayed in fenced enclosures: this is 
tan2peralzmes as low as - 

the function of a zoo, not a national park. In the same category minus 40" F .  
is artificial feeding of wildlife. Fed bears become bums, and 
dangerous. Fed elk deplete natural ranges. Forage relationships 
in wild animals should be natural. Management may a t  times . . . . . ... . .~ 



". . . prrhaps thr nlost 
dallgrro~rs tool o f  all 
is f h r  roadgradrr.  
.-iltholrgh thr .dnrrrican 
public d r n ~ a n d s  
a11to1110tit~r accrss t o  
the parks, road 
systenrs I I I U S ~  br  
rigidly prrscribrd as t o  
rxtrnt and design . . ." 
Tioga road c ~ i t  
through glacial- 
polished granitr, 
Yosrnlitr Park. 

call for the use of the tractor. chain-saw, rifle. or flame thrower. 
but the signs and sounds of such activity should be hidden 
from visitors insofar as  possible. I n  this regard. perhaps the 
most dangerous tool of all is the roadgrader. Although the 
American public demands automotive access to the parks. road 
systems must be rigidly prescribed as  to extent and design. 
Roadless wilderness areas should be permanently zoned. T h e  
goal. we repeat. is to maintain or create the mood of wild 
America. We are speaking here of restoring wildlife to enhance 
this mood. but the whole effect can be lost if the parks are  
overdeveloped for motorized travel. If too many tourists crowd 
the roadways. then we should ration the tourists rather than 
expand the roadways. 

Additionally. in this connection. it seems incongruous that  
there should exist in the national parks mass recreation facil- 
ities such as  golf courses. ski lifts. motorboat marinas. and 
other extraneous developments which completely contradict the 
management goal. K e  urge the Kational Park  Service to 
reverse its policy of these nonconforming uses. 
and to liquidate them a s  expeditiously a s  possible (painful a s  
this will be to concessionaires). Above all other policies. the 
maintenance of naturalness should prevail. 

Another major policy matter concerns the research which 
must form the basis for all management programs. The  agency 
best htted to study park management problems is the National 
Park Service itself. Much help and guidance can be obtained 
from ecolopic research conducted by other agencies. but the 
objectives of park management are  so different from those of 
state fish and game departments, the Forest Service, etc.. as  
to demand highly skilled studies of a very specialized nature. 
Management without knowledge would be a dangerous pol- 
icy indeed. Nos t  of the research now conducted by the National 
Park Service is oriented largely to interpretive functions rather 
than to management. We urge the expansion of the research 

Salional I'ark S m i c r  photo 

Spra?.ing for  lodgrpolr 
pint nrrdlr nrinrr, 
T ~ i o l ~ n ~ n r  Mpado-; .~  
a r m ,  Y o s r n ~ i t r  
Sational Park.  
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about l h ~  l7Ia.T.T 
appliration o! 
insrr t ic id~s  in the 
rontrol o f  fort-st 
insrrts.  . . . It x'orrld 
srrn? wist- l o  curtail 
th i sa r t i v i t y .  . . ." 

activity in the Service to  prepare for future management and 
restoration programs. As models of the type of  investigation 
that should be greatly accelerated we cite some of  the :t-cent 
studies of elk in I-ellowstone and of bighorn sheep in 1)eath 
Valley. Additionally. however. there are  needed eqi~all!. crit- 
ical appraisals of ecologic relationships in various plant associa- 
tions and of many lesser organisms such as  azaleas. lupines. 
chipmunks. towhees. and other non-economic species. 

In  consonance with the above policy statements. it iol lol~s 
logically that every phase of management itself be uniler the 
full jurisdicition of biologically trained personnel of the Park 
Service. This  applies not only to habitat manipulatiot~ I)ut to 
all facets of regulating animal populations. Reducing the num- 
bers of elk in I-ellowstone or of goats on Haleakala Crater is 
part of an over-all scheme to preserve or restore a natural 
biotic scene. T h e  purpose is single-minded. IVe cannot cndorse 
the view that responsibility for removing excess game animals 
be shared with state fish and game departments whose pri- 
mary interest would he to  capitalize on the recreational value 
of the public hunting that could thus be supplied. Such a pro- 
posal imputes a multiple use concept of park manacement 
which was never intended. which is not legally permitted. nor 
for which can we find any  impelling justification toda! 

Purely from the standpoint of how best to achieve the goal 
of park management. as  here defined. unilateral administration 
directed to a single objective is obviously superior to divided 
responsibility in which secondary goals. such a s  recreational 
hunting. are introduced. Additionally. uncontrolletl public 
hunting might well operate in opposition to the goal. h!. remov- 
ing roadside animals and frightening the survivors. to . the 
end that public viewing of wildlife would be materially 
impaired. I n  one national park. namely Grand Teto!~.  public 
hunting was specified by Congress as  the method to be used 
in controlling elk. Extended trial suggests this to LC an awli- 
ward administrative tool a t  best. 

Since this whole matter is of particular current interest it 
will be elaborated in a subsequent section on m e t h ~ ~ d s .  

Methods of habitat management 

It  is obviously impossible to mention in this briei report 
all the possible techniques that might be used by tht. Sational 
Park Service in manipulating plant and animal p~i!>ulations. 
n.e can. however. single out a few examples. In  51.) doing. it 
should be kept in mind that the total area of any one park. 
or of the parks collectively. that may be managed intensively 
is a very modest part indeed. This  is so for two reasons. First. 
critical areas which may determine animal abundance are often 
a small fraction of total range. One deer study on the west 
slope of the Sierra Sevada .  for example. showed that important 
winter range. which could be manipulated to ~ r p p o r t  the 
deer. constituted less than two per cent of the ?.ear-long herd 
range. Roadside areas that might be managed to display a 
more varied and natural tlora and fauna can be rather nar- 
row strips. Intensive management. in short. need nor be esten- 
sive to be effective. Secondly. nlanipulation of vegetation is 
often exorbitantly expensive. Especially will this be true when 
the objective is to manage "invisiblyw-that is. tu cnnceal the 
signs of management. controlled burning is the only method 
that may have extensive application. 

The first step in park management is historical research. to 
ascertain as accurately as  possible what plants and anima!~ 



and biotic associations existed originally in each locality. JIuch 
of this has been done already. 

-4 second step should be ecologic research on plant-animal 
relationships leading to formulation of a management hypoth- 
esis. 

Nest should come small scale experimentation to test the 
hypothesis in practice. Experimental plots can be situated 
out of sight of roads and visitor centers. 

Lastly. application of tested management methods can be 
undertaken on critical areas. 

By this process of study and pre-testing, mistakes can be 
minimized. Likewise, public groups vitally interested in park 
management can be shown the results of research and testing 
before general application. thereby eliminating possible mis- 
understanding and friction. 

Some management methods now in use by the National Park 
Service seem to us potentially dangerous. For example, we 
wish to raise a serious question about the mass application of 
insecticides in the control of forest insects. Such application 
may (or may not) be justified in commercial timber stands. 
but in a national park the ecologic impact can have unantici- 
pated effects on the biotic community that might defeat the 
over-all management objective. I t  would seem wise to curtail 
this activit!.. at  least until research and small scale testing 
have been conducted. 

Of the various methods of manipulating vegetation. the 
controlled use of fire is the most "natura1"and much the cheap- 
est and easiest to apply. Unfortunately, however. forest and 
chaparral areas that have been completely protected from fire 
for long periods may require careful advance treatment before 
even the first experimental blaze is set. Trees and mature 
brush may have to be cut. piled. and burned before a creep- 
ing ground fire can be risked. Once fuel is reduced. periodic 
burning can be conducted safely and at  low espense. On the 
other hand. some situations may call for a hot burn. On Isle 
Royale. moose range is created by periodic holocausts that 
open the forest canopy. Maintenance of the moose population 
is surely one goal of management on Isle Royale. 

Other situations may call for the use of the bulldozer, the 
disc harrow. or the spring-tooth harrow to initiate desirable 
changes in plant succession. Buffalo wallows on the American 
prairie were the propagation sites of a host of native flowers 
and forbs that fed the antelope and the prairie chicken. In the 
absence of the great herds. wallows can be simulated. 

Artificial reintroduction of rare native plants is often feas- 
ible. Overgrazing in years past led to local extermination of 
many delicate perennials such as some of the orchids. IYhere 
these are not reappearing naturally they can be transplanted 
or cultured in a nursery. -4 native plant, however small and 
inconspicuous. is as much a part of the biota as a redwood tree 
or a forage species for elk. 

In essence. we are calling for a set of ecologic skills unknown 
in this country today. Americans have shown a great capacity 
for degrading and fragmenting native biotas. So far we have 
not exercised much imagination or ingenuity in rebuilding 
damaged biotas. I t  will not be done by passive protection alone. 
Control of animal population 

Good park manapement requires that ungulate populations 
be reduced to the level that the range will carry in good health 
and without impairment to the soil, the vegetation. or to 
habitats of other animals. This problem is world-wide in scope. 

and includes non-park as well as park lands. Balance may be 
achieved in several ways. 

( a )  Satural  predation. Insofar as possible. control through 
natural predation should be encouraged. Predators are now 
protected in the parks of the rnited States. although unfortu- 
nately they were not in the early years and the wolf. grizzly 
bear, and mountain lion became extinct in many of the national 
parks. Even today populations of large predators. where they 
still occur in the parks. are kept below optimal level by pro- 
grams of predator control applied outside the park boundaries. 
Although the National Park Service has attempted to negoti- 
ate with control agencies of federal and local governments for 
the maintenance of buffer zones around the parks lrhere pred- 
ators are not subject to systematic control. these negotiations 
have been only partially successful. The effort to protect large 
predators in and around the parks should be greatly intensified. 
At the same time! it must be recognized that predation alone 
can seldom be relied upon to control ungulate numbers. par- 
ticularly the larger species such as bison. moose. elk. and 
deer: additional artificial controls frequently are called for. 

( b )  Trapping and transplanting. Traditionally in the past 
the National Park Service has attempted to dispose of excess 
ungulates by trapping and transplanting. Since 1892. for 
esample. Tellowstone xational Park alone has supplied 10.478 
elk for restocking purposes. Many of the elk ranges in the 
western United States have been restocked from this source. 
Thousands of deer and lesser numbers of antelope. bighorns. 
mountain goats. and bison also have been moved from the 
parks. This program is fully justified so long as breeding stocks 
are needed. However. most big game ranges of the United 
States are essentially filled to carrying capacity, and the cost 
of a continuing program of trapping and transplanting cannot 
be sustained solely on the basis of controlling populations 
within the parks. Trapping and handling of a big game animal 
usually costs from S5O to SljO and in some situations much 
more. Since annual surpluses will be produced indefinitely 
into the future. it is patently impossible to look upon trapping 
as a practical plan of disposal. 

( c )  Shooting excess onilrtals that ~nigrate ozltsidf thc parks. 
?tiany park herds are migratory and can be controlled by 
public hunting outside the park boundaries. Especially is this 
true in mountain parks which usually consist largely of sum- 
mer game range with relatively little winter range. Effective 
application of this form of control frequently calls for special 
regulations. since migration usually occurs after normal hunt- 
ing dates. Most of the western states have cooperated with 
the Sational Park Service in scheduling late hunts for the 
specific purpose of reducing park game herds. and in fact most 
excess game produced in the parks is so utilized. This is by 
iar the best and the most widely applied method of controlling 
park populations of ungulates. The only danger is that migra- 
tory habits may be eliminated from a herd by differential 

". . . the basic 
o b i ~ c t i v e s  and 

operating proctdrtr?~ 
of IIPW parks [shoitld 1 
b~ identical wi th  those 

o f  tstablishrd parks." 
Glacier Prak, -Vorth 

Cascadrs, Washington 
b y  Philip Hydr  
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"A reasonabl~ illlrsioi~ o f  
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recreated, zrsing the utn~ost  
in skill, judgment, and 
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objective of every national 
Park and moartn~ent." 
Photo by  David Brower 

removal, which would favor survival of non-migratory indi- 
viduals. With care to preserve, not eliminate, migratory tradi- 
tions, this plan of control will continue to be the major form 
of herd regulation in national parks. 

(d)  Control by  shooting within the parks. Where other 
methods of control are inapplicable or impractical. excess park 
ungulates must be removed by killing. As stated above in the 
discussion of park policy, it is the unanimous recommenda- 
tion of this Board that such shooting be conducted by com- 
petent personnel, under the sole jurisdiction of the National 
Park Service, and for the sole purpose of animal removal, not 
recreational hunting. If the magnitude of a given removal pro- 
gram requires the services of additional shooters beyond regu- 
lar Park Service personnel. the selection, employment, train- 
ing, deputization,md supervision of such additional personnel 
should be entirely the responsibility of the National Park 
Service. Only in this manner can the primary goal of wildlife 
management in the parks be realized. A limited number of 
expert riflemen, properly equipped and working under cen- 
tralized direction, can selectivelv cull a herd with a minimum 
of disturbance to'the surviving animals or to the environment. 
General public hunting by comparison is often non-selective 
and grossly disturbing. 

Moreover. the numbers of game animals that must be 
removed annually from the parks by shooting is so small in 
relation to normally hunted populations outside the parks as 
to constitute a minor contribution to the public bag, even if 
it were so utilized. All of these points can be illustrated in 
the esample of the north Yellowstone elk population which 
has been a focal point of argument about possible public hunt- 
ing in national parks. 

(e)  The case of  I'ellowstone. Elk summer in all parts of 
Yellowstone Park and migrate out in nearly all directions. 
where they are subject to hunting on adjoining public and 
private lands. One herd, the so-called Northern Elk Herd, 
moves only to the vicinity of the park border where it may 
winter largely inside or outside the park, depending on the 
severity of the winter. This herd was estimated to number 
35,000 animals in 1914 which was far in excess of the carrying 
capacity of the range. Following a massive die-off in 1919-20 
the herd has steadily decreased. Over a period of 27 years, 
the National Park Service removed 8,825 animals by shooting 
and 5,765 by live-trapping: concurrently, hunters took 40,745 
elk from this herd outside the park. Yet the range continued 
to deteriorate. In the winter of 1961-62 there were approxi- 
mately 10,000 elk in the herd and carrying capacity of the 
winter range was estimated at 5,000. So the National Park 
Service a t  last undertook a definitive reduction program. kill- 
ing 4,283 elk by shooting, which along with 850 animals 
removed in other ways (hunting outside the park, trapping, 

winter kill) brought the herd down to 5,725 as censused from 
helicopter. The carcasses of the elk were carefully processed 
and distributed to Indian communities throughout Montana 
and Wyoming: so they were well used. The point a t  issue is 
whether this same reduction could or should have been accom- 
plished by public hunting. 

In autumn during normal hunting season the elk are widely 
scattered through rough inaccessible mountains in the park. 
Comparable areas, well stocked with elk, are heavily hunted 
in adjoining national forests. Applying the kill statistics from 
the forests to the park, a kill of 200400 elk might be achieved 
if most of the available pack stock in the area were used to 
transport hunters within the park. Autumn hunting could not 
have accomplished the necessary reduction. 

In  mid-winter when deep snow and bitter cold forced the 
elk into lower country along the north border of the park. the 
National Park Service undertook its reduction program. Ki th  
snow vehicles, trucks, and helicopters they accomplished the 
unpleasant job in temperatures that went as low as - 4 0 "  F. 
Public hunting was out of the question. Thus: in the case most 
bitterly argued in the press and in legislative halls, reduction 
of the herd by recreational hunting would have been a practical 
impossibility. even if it had been in full conformance with 
park management objectives. 

From now on, the annual removal from this herd may be in 
the neighborhood of 1 ,000 to 1:800 head. By January 3 1. 1963. 
removals had totalled 1,300 (300 shot outside the park by 
hunters, 600 trapped and shipped, and 406 killed by park 
rangers). Continued special hunts in Montana and other forms 
of removal will yield the desired reduction by spring. The 
required yearly maintenance kill is not a large operation when 
one considers that approximately 100,000 head of big game 
are taken annually by hunters in \Yyoming and Montana. 

(f) Game control in other parks. In  1961-62. excluding 
Pellowstone elk, there were approximately 870 native animals 
transplanted and 827 killed in 18 national parks and monu- 
ments. Additionally, about 2.500 feral goats. pips. and burros 
were removed from three areas. Animal control in the park 
system as a whole is still a small operation. I t  should be 
emphasized. however, that removal programs have not in the 
past been adequate to control ungulates in many of the parks. 
Future removals will have to be larger and in many cases 
repeated annually. Better management of wildlife habitat will 
naturally produce larger annual surpluses. But the scope of 
this phase of park operation will never be such as to constitute 
a large facet of management. On the whole. reductions will be 
small in relation to game harvests outside the parks. For 
example, from 50 to 200 deer a year are removed from a prob- 
lem area in Sequoia National Park;  the deer kill in California 
is 75.000 and should be much larger. In  Rocky JIountain 
National Park 59 elk were removed in 1961-62 and the trini 
should perhaps be 100 per year in the future: Colorado kills 
over 10.000 elk per year on open hunting ranges. In part. this 
relates to the small area of the Sational Park Svstem. which 
constitutes only 3.9 per cent of the public domain: huntinq 
ranges under the jurisdiction of the Forest Service and Bureau 
of Land Management make up approsimately 70 per cent. 

In  summary, control of animal populations in the national 
parks would appear to us to be an integral part of park man- 
agement. best handled by the Kational Park Service itself. 
In  this manner excess ungulates have been controlled in the 



national parks of Canada since 1943, and the same principle 
is being applied in the parks of many African countries. Selec- 
tion of personnel to do the shooting likewise is a function of 
the Park Service. In  most small operations this would logically 
mean skilled rangers. In  larger removal programs, there 
might be included additional personnel, selected from the gen- 
eral public, hired and deputized by the Service or otherwise 
engaged. but with a view to accomplishing a task, under 
strict supervision and solely for the protection of park values. 
Examples of some potentially large removal programs where 
espanded crews may be needed are mule deer populations on 
plateaus fringing Dinosaur National Monument and Zion 
Kational Park (west side), and white-tailed deer in Acadia 
Xational Park. 

Wildlife Management on National Recreation Areas 
By precedent and logic, the management of wildlife re- 

sources on the national recreation areas can be viewed in a 
very different light than in the park system proper. National 
recreation areas are by definition multiple use in character 
as regards allowable types of recreation. Wildlife management 
can be incorporated into the operational plans of these areas 
with public hunting as one objective. Obviously, hunting must 
be regulated in time and place to minimize conflict with other 
uses, but it would be a mistake for the Xational Park Service 
to be unduly restrictive of legitimate hunting in these areas. 
l fos t  of the existing national recreation areas are federal hold- 
ings surrounding large water impoundments; there is little 
potentiality for hunting. Three national seashore recreational 
areas on the East Coast (Hatteras, Cape Cod, and Padre 
Island) offer limited waterfowl shooting. But some of the new 
areas being acquired or proposed for acquisition will offer sub- 
stantial hunting opportunity for a variety of game species. 
This opportunity should be developed with skill, imagination, 
and (we would hopefully suggest) with enthusiasm. 

On these areas as elsewhere, the key to wildlife abundance 
is a favorable habitat. The skills and techniques of habitat 
manipulation applicable to parks are equally applicable on the 
recreation areas. The regulation of hunting, on such areas as 
are deemed appropriate to open for such use. should be in 
accord with prevailing state regulations. 

New National Parks 
A number of new national parks are under consideration. 

One of the critical issues in the establishment of new parks 
will be the manner in which the wildlife resources are to be 
handled. I t  is our recommendation that the basic objectives 
and operating procedures of new parks be identical with those 
of established parks. I t  would seem awkward indeed to oper- 
ate a Xational Park System under two sets of ground rules. On 
the other hand, portions of several proposed parks are so 
firmly established as traditional hunting grounds that impend- 
ing closure of hunting may preclude public acceptance of park 
status. In  such cases it may be necessary to designate core 
areas as national parks in every sense of the word. establishing 
protective buffer zones in the form of national recreation areas 
where hunting is permitted. Perhaps only through compromises 
of this sort will the park system be rounded out. 

Summary 
The goal of managing the national parks and monuments 
should be to preserve. or where necessary to recreate, the 

ecologic scene as viewed by the first European visitors. As 
part of this scene, native species of wild animals should be 
present in maximum variety and reasonable abundance. Pro- 
tection alone, which has been the core of Park Service wildliie 
policy, is not adequate to achieve this goal. Habitat manipula- 
tion is helpful and often essential to restore or maintain ani- 
mal numbers. Likewise, populations of the animals themselves 
must sometimes be regulated to prevent habitat damage: this 
is especially true of ungulates. 

Active management aimed a t  restoration of natural corn- 
munities of plants and animals demands skills and knowledge 
not now in existence. A greatly expanded research program. 
oriented to management needs. must be developed within the 
National Park Service itself. Both research and the applica- 
tion of management methods should be in the hands of skilled 
park personnel. 

Insofar as possible, animal populations should be regulated 
by predation and other natural means. However, predation 
cannot be relied upon to control the populations of larger 
ungulates, which sometimes must be reduced artificially. 

Most ungulate populations within the parks migrate season- 
ally outside the park boundaries where excess numbers can 
be removed by  public hunting. I n  such circumstances the 
National Park Service should work closely with state fish and 
game departments and other interested agencies in conducting 
the research required for management and in devising coopera- 
tive management programs. 

Excess game that does not leave a park must be removed. 
Trapping and transplanting has not proven to be a practical 
method of control, though it is an appropriate source of breed- 
ing stock as needed elsewhere. 

Direct removal by killing is the most economical and effec- 
tive way of regulating ungulates within a park. Game removal 
by shooting should be conducted under the complete juris- 
diction of qualified park personnel and solely for the purpose 
of reducing animals to preserve park values. Recreational hunt- 
ing is an inappropriate and non-conforming use of the national 
parks and monuments. 

Most game reduction programs can best be accomplished b!. 
regular park employees. But as removal programs increase in 
size and scope, as well mav happen under better wildlife man- - - .  
agement, the Gational Park Service may find it advantageous 
to employ or otherwise engage additional shooters from the 
general public. No objection to this procedure is foreseen so 
long as the selection. training. and supervision of shooting 
crews is under rigid control of the Service and the culling 
operation is made to conform to primary park goals. 

Recreational hunting is a valid and potentially important 
use of national recreation areas. which are also under jurisdic- 
tion of the Park Service. Full development of hunting oppor- 
tunities on these areas should be provided by the Service. 

" .  . . the biotic 
associations within 
each park [sholrld I 

be maintained . . . as 
nearly as possible in 

the condition that 
prevailed when the 

area was first visited 
b y  the white man." 

SIEKR.1 CLCB BL-LLETIS. 31.1RCH. 1963 



APPENDIX C 
Response to Leopold Report 
Sierra Club; Stewart Udall 

The Uneasy Chair 

"Above All . . . Naturalness": 
An Ins~ired R e ~ o r t  on Parks 

Secretary Udall's blue-ribbon committee on Wildlife Management 
in National Parks has made its report. And what a report it is! 
If its recommendations were to be applied vigorously in each area 
of the National Park System during 1963, we would see a new era 
of ecologically-oriented management of national parks. There would 
be a recharging of national park batteries from the spirits of John 
Muir and Frederick Law Olmsted. Unfortunately, turning prose 
into action is not easy; but the report represents a major step for- 
ward nonetheless. Secretary Udall is to be commended for his choice 
of board members and they in turn for coming up with an excellent 
report. 

The Leopold Report is a plea for an increased awareness of 
natural living things and their habitat in managing our national 
parks. We strongly second that plea. The report's recommendations 
are aimed both at  the public and the National Park Service. I t  gives 
strong support to the concepts of naturalists and biologists and 
disagrees equally strongly with the artificial development concepts 
of certain landscape planners and engineers both within and outside 
the Service. I t  applies a wilderness philosophy based on land 
ethics-perhaps best expressed by Aldo Leopold in his Sand Cotrnty 
Almanac-to current management problems in national parks and 
points to the folly of tinkering with natural forces without under- 
standing those forces. It  urges an expanded program of Park Service 
research. * . * * * *  

As you read the report (pages 4 through l l ) ,  you may question 
whether it advocates keeping parks natural or whether this is in 
fact a report on managing national parks. Probably no organization 
has been more outspoken than the Sierra Club in opposition to 
interfering with the natural processes in a park. Yet the Sierra Club 
Bulletin has also for a number of years carried articles pointing 
up the problems inherent in overprotection-in trying to protect 
the parks from natural events, of large scale and small. In the 1955 
Annual, Professor Herbert L. Mason discussed the threat which 
fire prevention brings to the continued growth of sugar pine. In 
1961 Emil F. Ernst pointed out in text and photographs the very 
considerable changes from the primitive scene that have come about 
in Yosemite Valley as a result of total prevention of fire. 

In each case, the same thing was apparent: in his efforts to 
protect. man has overprotected. We thought we were keeping out 
destructive fires that hurt trees when in fact we were keeping out 
one of the most fundamental of constructive influences in many 
natural areas. No one questions that man-caused wild fire can 
be a most terrifying force. On the other hand, lightning-caused 
fires-frequent enough that they are never oversupplied with an 
accumulation of fuel--can often be important factors in regenera- 
tion of certain species of plants and animals (see "Wanted-Homes 
for Fire Species" on page 12). 

The efforts to protect Big Trees in the Mariposa Grove of 
Yosemite and similar groves in both Yosemite and Sequoia National 
parks have apparently resulted in the growth beneath these ancient 
giants of ever greater quantities of combustible fuel materials. (See 
review of the Hartesveldt dissertation on the Sequoia gigantea on 
page 17.) In our seemingly enlightened (or PR-inspired) effort to 
protect trees from little fires, we have permitted an infinitely more 
dangerous and artificial threat to grow. Our effort to keep things 
"natural" by keeping out fire has in fact been tinkering, just as 

COVER: One of the 72 beautiful color reproductions from ''In Wildness 
Is the Preservation of the World," run on the same press and at the 
same time as the second printing of this Sierra Club book. Photograph 
by  Eliot Porter. Text from Thoreau's Journal for  March 10, 1859. 

National Park Service 

surely as if we had brought in an exotic animal or planted stabiliz- 
ing grass on moving dunes. (Rachel Carson in Sile?zt Spring points 
to similar problems with certain insects; through widespread spray- 
ing of deadly poisons we have protected ourselves from the ordi- 
nary insects of yesterday and in so doing have built a race of genet- 
ically stronger insects to plague us today.) 

I t  seems clear that man needs more ecological knowledge (and 
ecological conscience) before he interferes with natural processes. 
Because we have prevented such natural factors as, fire in the parks 
for more than 50 years. we may now have to employ, briefly, some 
of 'the most unnatural means-even chainsaws, perhaps, certainly 
use of controlled burning-to restore a semblance of the orig- 
inal nature of plant and animal life found in some parks. Our 
national parks are some of the finest areas-and in many cases the 
only areas-in which we can conduct the necessary ecological 
research to gain understanding needed to avoid such problems in 
the future. 

to a discussion of wildlife management in national parks and to 
related ecological questions in and out of national parks. We hope 
it will be of special value to teachers and students as weU as to 
others who have an interest in wild natural areas.-Editor. 

\Shra MARCH, 196.3 
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To solve current wildlife management problems and prevent the 
development of future ones, we support the report's recommenda- 
tion that  the Xational Park Service lead in developing cooperative 
arrangements with state and federal government agencies admin- 
istering lands adjacent to parks. A prime example of such coopera- 
tion was the agreement worked out between the U. S. Forest Serv- 
ice. the Sational Park Service. and the Montana Fish and Game 
Commission for management of the upper Gallatin elk herd on the 
northwest boundary of Tello~vstone National Park. Superintendent 
Lon Garrison of Yello\vstone deserves praise for this effort and the 
\vay it helped solve a tough problem. The three agencies agreed to 
the mutual objectives of improving and maintaining the basic soil 
and plant resources of the watershed; adjusting the numbers of elk 
summering in the park to a level that would permit recovery of the 
plants and soil in critical winter range areas; developing elk herds 
ivhich spend summers outside the park (for sport hunting); and 
managing all elk to maintain a balance between population and 
natural food supply. 

In accord with recommendations of the Leopold report. similar 
cooperative arrangements should be made in the other areas sur- 
rounding national parks having similar wildlife problems. 

* * * * *  
.At a time \\hen .'mass recreation" is the fad word for many 

outdoor programs. when "multiple use" js ubiquitous. and when 
pressures are continually being placed on the national parks for 
contrived amusements. this report to the Secretary of the Interior 
o i  the Cnited States recommends that a reasonable reminder of 
primitive America should be restored to our national parks. I t  says 
specifically that the Sational Park Service should take the lead in 
studying overgrazing problems outside park boundaries to help 
restore wildlife relationships within park boundaries; that observ- 
able artificiality in any form must be minimized and that wildlife 
should not be displayed in fenced enclosures; that artificial feeding 
o i  Ivildlife is wrong; that roadless wilderness areas should be per- 
manently zoned and that if too many tourists crowd the roadways. 
\ve should ration the tourists rather than expand the roadways; that 
the Sational Park Service reverse its policy of permitting such non- 
conforming uses as  golf courses, ski lifts. motorboat marinas, and 
other extraneous developments; that Park Service research be 
expanded to prepare for future management and restoration pro- 
grams; that e \ - en  phase of management be under the full juris- 
diction of biologically trained personnel of the Yational Park Serv- 
ice; that  mass application of insecticides in the control of forest 
insects should be curtailed; that public hunting be permitted under 
careful regulation only on riational recreational areas. but that no 

"Early in the 20th century the need for the protection of our 
natural resources in this country became so apparent that efforts 
were made t o w a d  the establishment of such conservation agen- 
cies as the U.S. Forest Service. However, in this 'fight' to save 
our forests, grasslands, and wildlife there were strong economic 
counterforces. The 'timber barons,' as they were called then, and 
powerful grazing interests all fought the initial establishment 
of conservation agencies. To me, it is not surprising, that with 
such strong opposing viewpoints, both very strong politically, 
that fire should have become the scapegoat and have been 
singled out as the greatest single destructive force to our forests, 
our grasslands, our soils, and our wildlife. 

"Fire had only a courageous few to represent it and to point 
out that it was a tool, a most valuable one, but like many of 
man's tools it could be very destructive if improperly or acci- 
dentally used. The consequences were that fire was blamed for 
all the destruction-not the wasteful and improper lumbering 
practices that preceded it-not the excessive overgrazing-not 
wasteful and even dangerous farm practices. ,Money and man- 
power were literally poured into the fight, to fight the common 
enemy demon-fire."-E. V. KOMAREK, Proceedings First An- 
nual Tnll Timbers Fire Ecology Conference, Tallahassee, Fla. 

public hunting should be allo\ved in either old or ne\v national parks: 
and that the biotic association within each park should be main- 
tained or where necessary recreated as nearly as  possible in the 
condition that prevailed when the area was first visited by white 
men. In essence i t  says, "Above all other policies, the maintenance 
of naturalness should prevail." 

These are not new ideas. The Sierra Club has often advocated 
them: as have many other wilderness and national park conserva- 
tion organizations. But the great significance of this report is that  
it sets forth a t  an extremely high political level the basic ecological 
principles which Muir, Olmsted, Leopold, the Sierra Club! and 
others have been urging down through the years. 

The men who prepared this report represent an almost unbeat- 
able cross-section of the wildlife profession: two of the top univer- 
sity men in the biological sciences! the leader of the nation's largest 
sportsman-conservationist organization and a knowledgeable and 
respected representative of state fish and game administrators, the 
representative of an important wildlife foundation and a former 
active administrator in federal fish and game activities, plus Dr .  Ira 
Gabrielson. Those who may try to debate the recommendations of 
these five men or to  undermine the validity of this report will iace 
a formidable task. The Leopold Report is one of the most significant 
reaffirmations of national park policy since the establishment o i  the 
Sational Park Service.-B.J.3.K. 

The Secretary's Reply 
Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall sent the folio\\-ing letter 
to  Dr .  A. Starker Leopold. Chairman of the Secretary's Advisory 
Board on Wildlife Management. in response to the Board's letter 
of transmittal dated March 1. 1963 and its report "Wildlife blan- 
agement in the Xational Parks" (see pages 4 through 11) : 

Dear Dr. Leopold: 
Last year I called upon you as a private citizen to help the Depart- 

ment with one of its most difficult problems, the management oi \t9ild- 
life. You and the rest of the special committee completed the first phase 
of your assignment when you submitted your report on wildliie man- 
agement in national parks. 

I like the quality oi the report and the broad base you have used to 
develop your observations and recommendations. I t  is a constructive 
report that will serve as a guide to this Department and to the Sational 
Park Service through the years ahead. 

You have stated the fact well that protection alone cannot continue 
to preserve the wildlife and its environment. The effects oi man inside 
the parks and beyond park boundaries cannot be dismissed. You ask us 
to face up to the realities of the situation. One of your recommendations 
is that research must be conducted at  a much greater rate than in the 
past to guide management. I am in complete agreement with you on 
the need for more research. This must be iollowed by forthright man- 
agement. I think, too, that \ve must make a greater effort to coordinate 
national park wildlife management with that of the surrounding states, 
but I agree with you that the Sational Park Service cannot abdicate its 
responsibilities nor delegate them to others. 

.4s new national recreation areas are created by Congress, oppor- 
tunities will increase for the development of public hunting throughout 
our land. I am pleased that you noted this. \Vhen the Land and \Vater 
Conservation Bill is enacted into la\\., certain types of lands will be pur- 
chased and developed by the Federal, State, and local governments ior 
outdoor recreation, often including hunting. The total effect will be to 
enhance hunting opportunities. 

President Kennedy's message on conservation to Congress gave us a 
new definition of conservation for the 19601s, that included the whole 
spectrum of resources with a cautionary note that we should not neglect 
human resources. Our conser\.ation efforts must include the conservation 
of our natural, cultural and human resources for the betterment oi  
society as a whole. Sational parks, with their wildlife resources as intact 
as we can manage them, are ior people to enjoy. Your study will help 
us to sustain and, if necsessary, to re-establish this situation. 

On behalf oi the Department. I wish to commend you and your com- 
mittee for this act of public service. STE\VART L. UDALL 

Secretary o! the  Interior 

SIERRI CLCB BULLETIS, .\I.IRCH, 1963 
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INTRODUCTION 

I n  1969 I wrote a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club asking how one might s t a r t  
a reg iona l  group. The prompt rep ly  was my f i r s t  in t roduct ion  t o  a person I 
would soon c a l l  "friend." A person whose q u a l i t i e s  I ' d  hope t o  have someday. 
Someone who represented t h e  f i n e s t  the  S i e r r a  Club has ever  had--Susan Mi l le r .  

The e a r l y  years  of Susan's employment wi th  t h e  club kept her  very busy 
answering mail  from volunteers .  Many of them had i n  t h e i r  minds a view of 
t he  S i e r r a  Club o f f i c e :  a small room where Susan M i l l e r  and Mike McCloskey 
kept t h e  day-to-day opera t ions  going. The small and cramped o f f i c e s  i n  Mills 
Tower weren't  very d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  desc r ip t ion .  During t h e  seven t i e s  t h e r e  
were g rea t  changes i n  t h e  club. With t h e  movement of membership t o  t h e  Eas t ,  
new groups and chapters  were forming. New volunteers  w i th  l i t t l e  c lub h i s t o r y  
were coming t o  meetings and tak ing  on leadersh ip  r o l e s .  Everyone of them had 
contac t  with Susan. She worked wi th  and f o r  t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s ,  with and 
f o r  t he  S i e r r a  Club Council and was t h e  main s t a f f  support  f o r  t h e  execut ive 
d i r e c t o r .  Susan's years  of s e r v i c e  a s  a member of t h e  s t a f f  were t h e  seed 
years  f o r  t h e  club a s  i t  developed i n t o  the  s t rong  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  organiza t ion  
i t  is  today. So much of t h a t  h i s t o r y  has been i n  Susan's head and h e a r t .  
Now i t ' s  he re  f o r  you t o  l e a r n  from, enjoy and gain i n s p i r a t i o n  from. 

Insp i ra t ion- - tha t  's probably t h e  b e s t  word; one of t h e  g rea t  g i f t s  Susan - 

has given t o  t h e  c lub ,  i t s  members and i ts  s t a f f .  It d i d n ' t  mat te r  whether i t  
was a d iscuss ion  of abol i sh ing  t h e  counci l ,  how we'd su rv ive  d r a s t i c  budget 
c u t s ,  what t o  do about f i e l d  s t a f f ,  how t o  keep t r a c k  of members., o r  how t o  get  
more people involved; Susan would smi le ,  put  he r  hand on your shoulder ,  and 
t e l l  you, "We'll do i t ,  and we ' l l  do a good job." And, she  was always r i g h t . '  

Af te r  yea r s  on s t a f f  Susan r e t i r e d  t h e  way many g rea t  l eade r s  of t h e  
club r e t i r e .  She became a volunteer  complete with t h e  same d r i v e ,  dedica t ion  
and determinat ion.  She served a s  c h a i r  of t h e  i n t e r n a l  organiza t ion  committee, 
which looked a t  club organiza t ion  and adminis t ra t ion .  She worked with volunteers  
and s t a f f  on committees and task  forces  designed t o  support  and encouragemembers 
and l eade r s  a t  t h e  group and chapter  l e v e l .  Her own chapter  cha i red  t h e  
convention i n  Hawaii, where she  has benef i ted  from he r  knowledge. Those club 
members who have an opportuni ty t o  work with he r  a r e  fo r tuna te  indeed. 

When t h e  S i e r r a  Club Council e s t ab l i shed  t h e  Susan Mi l l e r  Award, they d id  
it a s  much t o  honor Susan a s  t o  honor those  q u a l i t i e s  of leadersh ip  which she  
has  continued t o  e x h i b i t .  Susan's gen t l e  reverence f o r  t h e  b e s t  i n  everyone 
and h e r  constant  encouragement t o  go j u s t  one s t e p  more, push us  a l l  t o  reach 
our  goals  and t h e  goals o f  t h e  club. Susan's accomplishments a r e  many but  i n  
r e a l i t y  a r e  innumerable because she has and continues t o  work through o t h e r  
people. 



This o r a l  h i s t o r y  w i l l  give you a view of some of t he  important changes 
wi th in  the  S i e r r a  Club. I encourage you t o  open the  pages and l e a r n  and t o  
meet an i n c r e d i b l e  and courageous human being--my f r i end ,  Susan Mi l l e r .  

Marlene Fluharty 
Director ,  S i e r r a  Club 

March 1984 
M t .  Pleasant ,  Michigan 
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Susan M i l l e r  was a  key s t a f f  member o f  t h e  S i e r r a  Club d u r i n g  a  pe r iod  o f  
r a p i d  growth and expansion and a t t e n d a n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  upheavals.  From h e r  
p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c l u b  member s e r v i c e s  department and a s  s t a f f  a s s i s t a n t  t o  
Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  Mike McCloskey, t h e  board o f  d i r e c t o r s ,  and t h e  c o u n c i l ,  
Susan provided l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  "cosmic glue" t h a t  gave s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  
c lub  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e s e  changing t i m e s .  Her c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  I O C ,  
t h e  Counc i l ' s  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  committee, h e l p e d  l a y  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
t h e  c l u b ' s  s t r u c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  i n  t h e  1970s.  

Above a l l ,  h e r  good-humored approach,  a t t e n t i o n  t o  accuracy and e s s e n t i a l  
d e t a i l s ,  and h e l p f u l  a t t i t u d e  have made h e r  legendary among c l u b  v o l u n t e e r s .  
These same q u a l i t i e s  a r e  ev iden t  i n  t h e  c a r e f u l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  recorded here-- 
o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  Club from h e r  " i n s i d e r ' s "  vantage p o i n t  a s  a  s t a f f  
member from 1964 t o  1977. 

Susan was in te rv iewed  i n  1980 and 1982 by Becky Evans, h e r  c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  
former roommate, and c o l l e a g u e  on t h e  S i e r r a  Club s t a f f  f o r  many y e a r s .  The 
i n t e r v i e w  r e f l e c t s  Becky's i n t i m a t e  knowledge o f  t h e  c l u b  and h e r  awareness o f  
Susan's  r ange  o f  involvement,  a s  w e l l  a s  h e r  admira t ion  o f  Susan 's  many f i n e  
q u a l i t i e s  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

Susan made on ly  minor changes d u r i n g  h e r  review of  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  t r a n s c r i p t .  
Tapes from t h e  i n t e r v i e w  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  The Bancrof t  L ib ra ry .  

Ann Lage, Cochair  
S i e r r a  Club H i s t o r y  Committee 

Berkeley,  C a l i f o r n i a  
A p r i l  15,  1984 



I WORKING ON THE SIERRA CLUB STAFF, 1964-1977 

[Interview 1: November 17 ,  1980]## 

Early Work on the S i e r r a  Club S ta f f  

Evans: Susy, could you t e l l  us a l i t t l e  b i t  about your educat ional  back- 
ground? 

Mi l le r :  Well, I was r a i s ed  i n  Marin County, Ca l i fo rn i a ,  j u s t  nor th  of San 
Francisco, and went t o  elementary and high school  t he re .  I went 
t o  t h e  Universi ty  of Ca l i fo rn i a ,  Davis, f o r  two years  and t r ans fe r r ed  
t o  t he  Universi ty  of Ca l i fo rn i a ,  Berkeley, and graduated i n  1961 with 
a degree i n  biochemistry.  I worked i n  b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  and biochemical 
research f o r  t h e  next  t h ree  yea r s ,  and then went t o  work f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club i n  1964. Af te r  I f in i shed  working f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  May of 
1977, I went back and got a master 's  degree i n  l i b r a r y  sc i ence  a t  the  
Universi ty  of Ca l i fo rn i a ,  Berkeley. 

Evans: I noted t h a t  you joined the S i e r r a  Club i n  1958, which was some years  
before  t he  membership i n  t h e  club burgeoned q u i t e  a b i t .  Was the re  
some p a r t i c u l a r  reason t h a t  caused you t o  j o i n  a t  t h a t  time? Was 
t h e r e  a campaign o r  some awareness t h a t  you reached t h a t  caused you 
t o  j o i n  t h a t  yea r?  

Mi l le r :  I s t a r t e d  a t  Davis i n  1957, and i n  t he  sp r ing  of 1958 somehow I 
found out  about a Moth.er Lode chapter  outing t o  t he  Fort  Bragg 
a rea .  One of the. t h ings  they were going f o r  was t o  r i d e  on the 
skunk t r a i n ,  and I decided that I would l i k e  t o  go on t h a t  weekend 
out ing,  and s o  I signed up and went. One of t he  leaders  of t h e  
t r i p ,  I don't  remember who, encouraged me t o  j o in .  I decided i t  
was something I w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  s o  I did. I was never a c t i v e  i n  
t h a t  chapter ,  a s  a matter  of f a c t ,  even though I may have gone on 
another h ike  wi th  them; t h a t  's about i t .  

##This symbol i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a tape o r  a segment of a t ape  has begun 
o r  ended. For a guide t o  t h e  tapes s e e  page 47. 



Evans: Did you have any p a r t i c u l a r  things i n  your childhood l i k e  h ik ing  
o r  camping o r  any kfnd of n a t u r a l  s c i ence  experience t h a t  would have 
l e d  you t o  j o in  t h e  club? 

Mi l le r :  Growing up i n  Marin County--and a c t u a l l y  i n  M i l l  Valley r i g h t  a t  t h e  
foo t  of Mount Tamalpais--being surrounded i n  e a r l y  years  by woods 
and a cow pas tu re  across  t h e  s t r e e t  and h i l l s  and a l l ,  i t  was n a t u r a l  
j u s t  t o  go wandering o u t  i n  them, and I d id  a l o t .  I went of f  h ik ing  
on my own; many a Saturday I would pack a sack  lunch and j u s t  t ake  
of f  up t h e  h f l l ,  go hiking on Mount Tam by myself. 

Evans: What was your f i r s t  job i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, and how did  you become 
employed by t h e  club i n  1964? 

Mil ler :  My f i r s t  job was, I th ink ,  e n t i t l e d  IBM F i l e  Clerk,  and I took i t  
because t h e  research  work I had done was funded by grants .  The 
problem of working on grants  is t h a t  a l l  of a sudden t h e r e  is no more 
money, s o  I was temporarily o u t  of work. 

One of my roommates was marrying t h e  son of a S i e r r a  Club 
employee, and I agreed t o  make my roommate's wedding d re s s .  This 
f u t u r e  mother-in-law, Jane Southwell, was q u i t e  a seamstress  h e r s e l f ,  
and we were supposed t o  meet i n  San Francisco t o  p ick  o u t  m a t e r i a l  
and a p a t t e r n .  We went t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club t o  meet Jane, and I 
decided t h a t ,  wel l ,  I was looking f o r  a job,  and I might a s  we l l  
apply h e r e  f o r  a job. I appl ied ,  and I got  a job a t  t h e  pr ince ly  
sum o f ,  I th ink  i t  was about $240 a month, which then you could l i v e  
on. 

The job e n t a i l e d  keeping a f i l e  of I B M  cards  which were used t o  
s e t  up t h e  book orders .  They had a very s imple,  e a r l y  pegboard 
computer, and you used a s e t  of punch cards t o  r ep re sen t  a book 
order ,  and i t  had t h e  person who had ordered i t  and who t o  send the  
b i l l  t o  o r  t o  s h i p  t o .  Those were maintained because they were 
known, o r  i f  they weren ' t ,  you'd put i n  a l i t t l e  blank card. Then 
you pu t  i n  a c t u a l  cards t h a t  represented one book or  f i v e  of one 
book, et ce t e ra .  That 's  how book order  invoices  were done i n  those 
days. My job was keeping t r a c k  of cards.  

Evans: Had t h e  Exhibi t  Format s e r i e s  begun a t  t h i s  time? 

Mi l le r :  I n  1964, yes ,  t h e r e  were a few of them. There was I n  Wildness and 
t h e r e  was This is t h e  American Earth.  Words of the  Earth may have 
j u s t  come out.  

Evans: Two of those a r e  st i l l  i n  p r i n t ;  I n  Wildness and Words -- of t h e  Earth 
a r e  s t i l l  i n  p r i n t .  

The club grew l i k e  topsy i n  t he  1960s, and I suspec t  one of t he  
reasons was the  c lub ' s  prominence i n  t he  press  and some of t he  i s s u e s .  
What were your thoughts on t h i s  growth, and how did  the  club handle 
its growth during t h i s  e a r l y  per iod?  



M i l l e r :  Well, I guess t h e  growth was l i k e  a mushroom s p o r e  t h a t ' s  been i n  a 
n i c e  humus bed and somebody suddenly waters i t  and i t  goes poof i n  
one n i g h t .  

I worked t h e r e  n i n e  months i n  t h a t  job,  and t h e n  I d i d  l e a v e  
f o r  t h r e e  months because I a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  Peace Corps, and they had 
t o l d  m e  t o  be  ready t o  l e a v e  a t  any moment i f  I was accepted.  But 
t h e n  t h e  Peace Corps decided they wanted peop le  w i t h  more exper ience  
t o  be  a b l e  t o  t e a c h  s u b j e c t s ,  and I d i d n ' t  have i t ,  s o  I went back 
t o  work f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

T h a t ' s  when I s t a r t e d  i n  w h t  was then  c a l l e d  t h e  membership 
department,  and I worked under Opal Hartman who w a s  then  - t h e  member- 
s h i p  s e c r e t a r y  and had been f o r  a lmost  t e n  y e a r s .  She had been doing 
t h e  job h e r s e l f ,  and t h e n  s h e  had one a s s i s t a n t ,  and I took  t h a t  
a s s i s t a n t ' s  p l a c e .  We were n o t  prepared t o  hand le  t h e  flow of 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  came i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  response  t o  t h e  newspaper 
ads t h a t  were p u t  i n ,  I t h i n k ,  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  n a t i o n a l  papers  : The 
New York Times, The Washington P o s t ,  The Los Angeles Times, and 
t h e  Chronic le .  

Evans: Did t h e  ads  a t  t h a t  t i m e  r e q u i r e  sponsorsh ip  by a c lub  member, which 
was p a r t  of t h e  r e g u l a r  membership procedure?  

Miller: They d i d n ' t  have a sponsorship  requirement .  What happened was t h a t  
even b e f o r e  t h a t ,  sponsorsh ip  w a s  s t i l l  r e q u i r e d ,  b u t  we would t a k e  
a l l  t h e  unsponsored a p p l i c t a t i o n s ,  and we would c a r r y  them around 
t h e  o f f i c e ,  and we would g i v e  f o u r  t o  Hasse Bunnel le  and s i x  t o  
Annie Ni l s son ,  who was a r e c e p t i o n i s t ,  and s i x  t o  J a n e  Southwel l ,  
and Opal would s i g n  a bunch and anybody who was a member would 
s i g n .  The sponsorsh ip  requirement  was r e a l l y  d e  f a c t o ;  sponsorsh ip  
went o u t  t h e  window a long  t i m e  b e f o r e  i t  was removed, t h a t ' s  f o r  
s u r e .  

Assessment of t h e  Brower Controversy 

Evans: You began t o  work a t  t h e  c lub  probably a decade a f t e r  Brower had 
been t h e r e  a s  e x e c u t i v e  d i rec to r - -  

Miller: About e i g h t  y e a r s  a f t e r .  Nineteen f i f t y - s i x  I b e l i e v e ,  was when he  
became t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  and I s t a r t e d  i n  1964. 

Evans: Could you t e l l  us about working w i t h  David Brower a s  a s t a f f  member? 
What k ind  of an a d m i n i s t r a t o r  was h e ?  How d i d  you f e e l  about him a s  
a c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t ?  



Mil le r :  

Evans : 

Miller : 

Evans : 

Mil le r :  

Evans : 

Mil le r :  

Evans : 

I don ' t  r e a l l y  f e e l  I ' m  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  judge h i n  a s  conse rva t ion i s t .  
I would s ay  a s  f o r  being an admin i s t r a to r ,  t h e  man was a genius ,  
but  he had no r e a l  i d e a  of what i t  took t o  accomplish some of h i s  
i d e a s ,  o r  what even t h e  foreseeable  r e s u l t s  might be.  It seemed a s  
though h e  d idn ' t  t ake  them i n t o  account.  For example, we d id  no t  know 
about t he  membership a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  those newspaper advert isements  
u n t i l  a f t e r  they s t a r t e d  t o  come i n .  W e  were never informed. 

There wasn't a f low of information,  then, t o  t he  places--? 

The flow of information was spo rad i c ,  t o  say  t h e  l e a s t .  I would say  
t h a t  I had an impression of Dave Brower, a c t u a l l y  up u n t i l  t h e  n igh t  
of t h e  l a s t  annual d innerwhichhe  a t tended .  It was a c t u a l l y  t h e  day 
he  resigned [May 19691; i t  w a s  t h e  board meeting a t  which he  had 
resigned.  He d i d  come t o  t h e  annual dinner;  i t  was i n  t h e  Claremont 
Hotel.  And I remember t h a t  was t he  f i r s t  time I f e l t  t h a t  David was 
a human being. It's not  t h a t  he  was inhuman, b u t  i t  was s o r t  of h e  
was superhuman. 

A l o f t y  person? 

Y e s ,  a l o f t y  person and a very untouchable person. And what I 
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  n igh t ,  j u s t  i n  speaking t o  him very b r i e f l y ,  was t h a t  
he was a t e r r i b l y  i s o l a t e d  person. I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he was t e r r i b l y  
a f r a i d  t o  l e t  people ge t  c l o s e  t o  him, and t h a t  he was very human. 

Maybe I wouldn't have had the  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I had i f  h e  had been 
around longer ,  and I had grown more i n  my own sense  of s t r eng th  with- 
i n  t h e  organiza t ion .  When he l e f t ,  I s t a r t e d  a s  d i rec tor - -ac tua l ly  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  was c a l l e d  membership s e c r e t a r y ;  I took Opal's p l ace  
i n  t h e  beginning of 1967. So i n  a sense I should have been dea l ing  
wi th  him, a t  l e a s t  i n  some degree,  bu t  I r e a l l y  wasn ' t  very much. 
I d e a l t  mostly with t he  admin i s t r a t i ve  people,  p r i n c i p a l l y  wi th  
C l i f f  Rudden. 

Was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  was ou t  of t h e  o f f i c e  a l o t  account f o r  p a r t  
of the--? 

Y e s ,  he  w a s  ou t  of t h e  o f f i c e  a l o t ,  and a l s o  t h e  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  
he j u s t  d i d n ' t  c a r e  about t h e  housekeeping d e t a i l s .  It was s o r t  of 
l i k e  everybody was expected t o  sweep up whatever p i l e s  of sawdust 
were c rea t ed  and pick up t h e  lumber and be s u r e  they were a l l  
ava i l ab l e .  

The c r i s i s  of t h e  l a t e  1960s which, I guess ,  w a s  t h e  per iod  of 
1968-1969, was very t raumatic  t o  t h e  club.  It a f f e c t e d  many people 
very  deeply. Could you comment on t h i s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  your assessment 
of t h e  r o l e  t h e  s t a f f  might have played i n  t h e  whole a f f a i r ?  



Mil le r :  I ' m  not  a journa l  keeper,  s o  I have no way of r e f e r r i n g  t o  what I 
thought about i t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  My f e e l i n g  looking back on i t ,  i s  
t h a t  t h e r e  were s t a f f  members who w e r e  very p a r t i s a n  t o  Brower. 
There w e r e  o t h e r  s t a f f  members who w e r e  b a s i c a l l y  concerned t h a t ,  
"The sh ip  is rocking; a r e  we going t o  capsize?" And t h e r e  were o t h e r s  
t h a t  f e l t ,  "This is  a job, and I ' m  he re  t o  do t h e  job" and who r e a l l y  
weren ' t  t h a t  much a f f e c t e d  by i t .  But t he re  c e r t a i n l y  were those-- 
I th ink  of Hugh Nash and Bob Golden--who were very p a r t i s a n ,  on  rower's 
s i d e ,  understandably. Tom Turner was another  one. 

I r e a l l y  don ' t  know how someone l i k e  C l i f f  Rudden f e l t  about 
i t .  I made i t  a po in t  t o  a t t e n d  board and counci l  meetings from 
even before  my t i m e  of s t a r t i n g  t o  run t h e  membership department, 
bu t  c e r t a i n l y  from t h a t  time on, I f e l t  i t  was very important f o r  a 
couple  of reasons.  One reason was t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  Dave d id  not 
always have t h e  co r r ec t  p i c t u r e  of what was going on i n  t h e  house- 
keeping departments and t h a t  sometimes th ings  came up i n  those m e e t -  
ings ,  where t h e r e  needed t o  be  some s ta tements  of what was i n  f a c t  
going on. 

I s t u c k  my long neck out  a s  usua l  and would make s ta tements  a t  
those  meetings, bu t  I a l s o  was very c a r e f u l  i n  t h a t  t h e  next  Monday 
a f t e r  a board meeting I would have a s t a f f  meeting of my department, 
and I t o l d  them, from t h e  very f i r s t  t i m e  I d id  i t ,  "There's going 
t o  be a l o t  o t  s t u f f  going around t h e  grapevine, and I don ' t  want 
you t o  be  g e t t i n g  green grapes." So I d id  t r y  t o  make very s u r e  t h a t  
people  i n  my department had a s  f u l l  a p i c t u r e  a s  I could g ive  them 
of whatever had gone on. 

Evans: Did t h e  war t h a t  was going on i n  the  membership i n  t he  S i e r r a  Club 
prove d i s t r a c t i n g  t o  t h e  s t a f f ?  Was i t  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  e f f i c i ency  
o r  t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  s t a f f  t o  ge t  work done? 

Mi l le r :  It c e r t a i n l y  a f f e c t e d  some of t he  s t a f f  members, yes .  I wouldn't  
say t h a t ,  say ,  t h e  whole t h ing  was rocking back and f o r t h .  I ' m  t r y -  
i ng  t o  ge t  t h e  whole t h ing  s t r a igh t ened  ou t ;  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember 
when Max Lynn was t he re ;  t h a t  was l a t e r .  

Evans: Michael McCloskey was conservat ion d i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
M r .  Brower resigned.  Could you t e l l  us  a l i t t l e  b i t  about Mike 
t ak ing  over t h e  r o l e  of execut ive  d i r e c t o r  and t h e  recovery from 
t h e  changes t h a t  happened i n  May of 1969? 

Mi l l e r :  Mike was t h e  s e n i o r  s t a f f  member a t  t h a t  time. I might comment 
t h a t  t h e  Washington, D.C . ,  o f f i c e  had not  been developed near ly  t o  
t h e  ex t en t  t h a t  i t  has  now, s o  t h a t  now Brock [Evans] is  a c t u a l l y  
a s s o c i a t e  execut ive  d i r e c t o r ,  and t h e r e ' s  s o r t  of a second head- 
q u a r t e r s  i n  t he  Eas t . 



Mil le r :  Then Mike McCloskey was r e a l l y  the  ranking person,  s o  he was asked 
t o  t ake  over.  I t h i n k  they  ca l l ed  him a c t i n g  chief  o f f i c e r ;  i t  
wasn't  execut ive d i r e c t o r  even, and I don ' t  know how he f e l t  about 
t h a t .  I can ' t  speak t o  t h a t  a t  a l l ;  I don ' t  be l i eve  I ever  discussed 
it w i t h  him. 

Mike was an unknown quan t i t y  t o  many people,  bu t  he a l s o  was not  
a th rea ten ing  person i n  any way. From my percept ion,  I don't  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  any of t h e  s t a f f  members who remained--there were those who 
resigned when Brower did--fel t  t h a t  Mike was on one s i d e  o r  t h e  
o ther .  Mike had been doing h i s  job a s  conservat ion d i r e c t o r  and 
t h a t  was it. I don' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was any f e a r  involved i n  t h a t ,  
even i f  they, perhaps, had been more p a r t i s a n  t o  Brower o r  something 
of t h a t  order .  

Mike worked very hard t o  make people f e e l  t h a t  they knew what 
was going on. There were f u l l  s t a f f  meetings; of course,  f u l l  s t a f f  
a t  t h a t  time meant perhaps f o r t y  people.  And s o  you could f i t  them 
a l l  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  a t  Mills Tower, which a t  t h a t  time was about ha l f  
t h e  s i z e  of t h e  cu r r en t  l i b r a r y .  There were r e l a t i v e l y  f requent  
s t a f f  meetings t o  keep people apprised,  and I th ink  t h a t  helped 
g ive  people a f e e l i n g  they were a l l  s o r t  of being brought along about 
what was going on. 

Evans: David Brower, being execut ive d i r e c t o r ,  was probably a very c e n t r a l  
f i g u r e  i n  t h e  club a t  t h i s  t i m e .  What kind of a r o l e  d id  M r .  McCloskey 
have a s  conservat ion d i r e c t o r  working wi th  a man l i k e  M r .  Brower? And 
what was the  d i v i s i o n  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

Mi l le r :  I had an impression, a t  l e a s t .  And again I don' t  have anything t o  
base i t  on, because I never did work on the  conservat ion s i d e  of 
t h e  house, s o  t h a t  I wasn't  f a m i l i a r  with a l l  t h e  i n s  and outs  and 
what was going on. My impression would be t h a t  Mike was working 
wi th  the  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n  many a s p e c t s  he did what Brock [Evans, 
Washington r ep resen ta t ive ,  1973-19821 was doing l a t e r ,  although he 
did i t  from San Francisco a l o t .  He spent  a f a i r  amount of time 
i n  Washington, D.C. Mike was r e in fo rc ing  what Lloyd [Tupling, 
S i e r r a  Club's Washington r ep resen ta t ive ,  1968-19731 was doing; 
Mike r e t a ined  a s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  Northwest. He had been t h e  
Northwest rep  which was--I don ' t  know i f  i t  s t i l l  is--but i t  was a 
p o s i t i o n  funded both by t h e  S i e r r a  Club and by t h e  North Cascades 
Conservation Council, and s o  the  Northwest rep  was r e a l l y  expected 
t o  focus on the  Northwest. This is the  way t h a t  Mike came i n t o  the  
club. 

I f e e l  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  he was taking ca re  of t he  conservat ion 
s i d e  of t h e  house. He was not very o f t e n  a pub l i c  spokesman, i n  my 
memory. Dave Brower was the  pub l i c  spokesman; Dave's was t h e  name 
t h a t  was known, and I th ink  usua l ly  when you'd s e e  somebody quoted, 
i t  was much more o f t en ,  maybe 90 percent  of t he  time, Dave Brower. 



Evans: The c r i s i s ,  i f  you want t o  c a l l  i t  t h a t ,  happened i n  1969. How d i d  
t h e  c l u b  f a r e  i n  t h e  1970s? What was t h e  membership about t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  M r .  Brower l e f t ?  What kind of growth continuum was i t ?  Was i t  
v e r y ,  ve ry  heavy? 

Miller: Of course ,  1970 was t h e  y e a r  o f  Ear th  Day, and t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
membership had had a r e a l  growth s p u r t  i n  1966-1967 because 'of  t h e  
a d v e r t i s i n g ,  beaause o f  t h e  Grand Canyon campaigns. I d o n ' t  know 
how much "because o f "  b u t  t h e r e  was a l s o  a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  IRS 
de te rmina t ions  t h a t  t h e  c l u b  could  no longer  b e  t a x  d e d u c t i b l e  
f o r  purposes o f  dues and c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  and s o  t h e r e  were a l o t  of 
t h i n g s  t h a t  were b r i n g i n g  t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n t o  t h e  news. 

But then  i n  1970, of course ,  the S i e r r a  Club was invo lved  i n  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  E a r t h  Days. It encouraged i t s  u n i t s  t h a t  t h e n  e x i s t e d  
t o  be  involved i n  l o c a l  Ear th  Days, and t h e r e  was q u i t e  a growth 
s p u r t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  t i m e .  So much s o  t h a t  i n  1971 t h e r e  was a 
ve ry  expanded program proposed and budgeted f o r ,  and t h e n  i n  February 
of 1972 came "Black Sunday" because i t  - was "Black Sunday." There 
were two board meetings , two weekends i n  a row, because  they cou ld  
n o t  r e s o l v e  t h e  problems. F o r t u n a t e l y ,  I was not  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
board a t  t h a t  t ime. I f e l t  s o r r y  f o r  Margaret  Arbogast .  

The membership had grown a good d e a l .  When I s t a r t e d  working 
i n  member s e r v i c e s ,  n o t  when I s t a r t e d  running member s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  
when I s t a r t e d  working i n  member s e r v i c e s ,  i n  1965, t h e  membership 
was on t h e  o r d e r  of 25,000 o r  26,000. When I l e f t  member s e r v i c e s ,  
i n  1971, t h e  membership was 144,000. That may be h i g h ,  b u t  we can 
v e r i f y  i t .  I remember f i g u r i n g  i t  had gone up by a f a c t o r  of f o u r . *  

Board P o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  Ear ly  S e v e n t i e s  

Evans: What h e l d  t h e  S i e r r a  Club t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1970s ? Was i t  t h e  
board? Was i t  Mike and t h e  s t a f f ?  Was it t h e  growth of new c h a p t e r s ?  
Do you have any f e e l i n g  about  what made i t  s t i c k  t o g e t h e r  and t i c k  
t h e  way i t  d i d ?  

Miller: I must admit I ' m  reminded o f  t h e  "Yellow P e r i l ,  " Dick S i l l ' s  l i t t l e  
bookle t  on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, and i n  i t  h e  had 
s e c t i o n s  f o r  each c l u b  e n t i t y ,  and h e  had a q u o t e  a t  t h e  beginning 

*October 1, 1965 membership was 32,  815; October 1, 1971 membership 
was 131,630. 



Mil le r :  of each one. I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  the  one from the  beginning of 
t he  s e c t i o n  on t h e  board and the execut ive committee, was: "Ezekiel 
saw the wheel" and t h e  board was the  b ig  wheel t h a t  ran  by f a i t h ,  
and the  " l i t t le  wheel r an  by the  grace  of God." 

That was a time, 1971-1972, when I r e c a l l  a member of then 
cu r ren t  execut ive committee, commenting t o  me t h a t  i t  was the  f i r s t  
time he'd ever been on a five-member committee i n  which two people 
were a majori ty .  Because i t  was cons i s t en t ly  a d iv i s ion  of two t o  
t h r e e  but  t h e  two happened t o  be t h e  pres ident  and the v i c e  p re s iden t ,  
s o  they d id  s o r t  of what they pleased.  

Evans: Was the  r o l e  of t h e  execut ive committee much s t ronger  than i t  i s  now? 

Mil le r :  Yes, i t  was. There has been a swing back and f o r t h ,  and I don' t  
know t h a t  i t  w i l l  ever  s t a b i l i z e .  It seems a s  though you have 
s i t u a t i o n s  where t h e  board kind of s tands  back and the execut ive 
committee becomes s t ronge r  and then the  members of t h e  "outer ten" 
ge t  s o r t  of an tsy  and upset  and s o  they rec la im some au tho r i ty  and 
some say i n  th ings ,  and you ge t  t o  where the  board as a whole i s  
making more dec is ions  and then i t  swings back again.  

Evans: Explain the  "outer ten" versus t h e  "inner f ive ."  

Mi l le r :  "The "inner f ive"  being t h e  execut ive committee and t h e  "outer 
ten" being those who a r e  not  on the-  execut ive -committee. And I 
would say a c t u a l l y  up u n t i l  t h e  middle of t h e  1970s, t h e r e  was no 
r e a l  e f f o r t  made t o  t r y  t o  involve the  e n t i r e  board i n  terms of 
r e a l  responsibili t ies--making s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  were l i a i s o n s  t o  
reg iona l  conservat ion committees, l i a i s o n s  t o  i s s u e  committees, 
g iv ing  t h e  board members s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  A l o t  of t h a t  
has been developed even i n  t he  l a s t  two o r  t h r e e  years .  

Evans: There a r e  s e v e r a l  th ings  t h a t  happened i n  the  ea r ly  1970s, which I 
th ink  af  f ec t ed  changes i n  the S i e r r a  Club. One was there  was a 
predominance of Ca l i fo rn i a  d i r e c t o r s ,  which i n  some c i r c l e s  was 
known as the  "East Bay b loc  , I 1  because the re  seemed t o  be  a 
predominance of East  Bay, northern Ca l i fo rn i a  d i r e c t o r s .  Another 
f a c t o r  was the  bylaws amendment, which w a s  passed i n  the  ea r ly  
1970s. This l imi t ed  d i r e c t o r s  t o  two terms, having them go of f  
t h e  board a f t e r  two terms, and spend a yea r  o f f  t h e  board before  they 
were e l i g i b l e  t o  be re-elected again.  Also, during t h i s  time t h e r e  
was a proposed reorganiza t ion  of t he  S i e r r a  Club, which would have 
impact on the r o l e  of execut ive d i r e c t o r  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  Would you 
comment on these  th ings?  

Mi l le r :  I guess I w i l l  take them p r e t t y  much i n  the order  i n  which you 
l i s t e d  them because i t  r e l a t e s  t o  what I w a s  mentioning previously 
about the  execut ive committee. That d i v i s i o n  on the  execut ive 
committee was a r e s u l t  of t h e  broadening geographic r ep re sen ta t ion  



Mil le r :  on the  board. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i t  wasn't t o t a l l y  due t o  t h a t ,  bu t  i t  
c e r t a i n l y  had something t o  do with i t ,  because t h e  minority happened 
t o  be members of t h e  "East Bay b loc  ," and the  majori ty  of t he  
d i r e c t o r s  were a l l  members from o the r  p a r t s  of t h e  country. The 
bylaw provision,  which a s  I r e c a l l ,  was passed i n  1971 and appl ied  
i n  1972, d id  mean t h a t  people who had been on the  board, and may 
have been on the  board i n  some cases f o r  twenty t o  t h i r t y  yea r s ,  
gradual ly were replaced by people who might not have been involved 
i n  the  S i e r r a  Club a s  long bu t  were more i n  touch with t h e  elements 
of t he  club from which they sprung, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  counci l  
[organizat ion of r ep re sen ta t ives  from chap te r s ] ,  and t o  some exten t  
the  i s s u e  committees. 

The o the r  th ing  t h a t  happened, and i t  happened a t  t h a t  time 
although i t  r e a l l y  wasn't r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t ,  bu t  the  counci l  developed 
a  s e r i e s  of gu ide l ines  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of nominees t o  t h e  board, 
and one of the  th ings  they s t r e s s e d  was tha t  people who were nominated 
f o r  t h e  board should be a c t i v e  club members. They should not  be 
simply people who were club members whose names were we l l  known, 
i n  o the r  words, no f igureheads.  That was r e a l l y  considered very 
important.  I th ink  i t  was perhaps l a rge ly  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  people who had been on the  board f o r  a  long time had t o  ge t  
o f f  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a  year ,  and secondari ly  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  nominations 
guidel ines  d id  go i n t o  e f f e c t  about t h a t  time and t h e  guidel ines  
s t r e s s e d  more of geographic representa t ion  on t h e  board. They 
s t r e s s e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  people should have been a c t i v e  i n  t he  club 
a t  var ious l eve l s .  Both of those things have changed the  makeup 
of the  board considerably. 

I t 's  meant t h a t  t he  board members do not have, perhaps, a  
con t inu i ty ,  although i t  has been t r u e  t h a t  people who have a  long- 
term con t inu i ty  on the board have gone of f  f o r  a  year  and have been 
re-elected.  Ed Wayburn is  the  prime example, and P h i l  Berry is  
another one, and B i l l  F u t r e l l  a c t u a l l y  has had q u i t e  a  long h i s t o r y  
on the board. So the  cont inui ty  remains. There were people who were 
very f e a r f u l  when t h i s  bylaw amendment was proposed, and they argued 
vociferously aga ins t  i t ,  and t h i s  was not neces sa r i l y  people who 
were then  on the  board. They may have been represented by these 
o the r s ;  I don't know, but these  were o lder  c lub  members who were 
very concerned t h a t  you were going t o  end up with a  board t h a t  
knew nothing . 

Evans: A s  I r e c a l l ,  though, when t h e  board voted on i t  a t  a  meeting a t  
C l a i r  Tappaan lodge i n  t he  f a l l  of 1971, I guess,  the vo te  was 
something l i k e  four teen  t o  one, and only one d i r e c t o r  opposed 
support ing i t s  placement on the  b a l l o t ,  so  i t  is i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Mi l le r :  That i s  the case; they d id  choose t o  g ive  the  membership t h a t  
choice, bu t  t h e r e  were very vociferous objec t ions  by the  
members. 



The Proposal f o r  a Paid Presidency 

Evans: About 1971-1972 o r  perhaps 1973, t h e r e  was a proposal f o r  t he  re-  
organiza t ion  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club which involved an upgraded p o s i t i o n  
of a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  pres ident .  The proposal  caused some cons terna t ion  
i n  t h e  club. Would you t e l l  u s  about i t ?  

Mi l le r :  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  concern was t h a t  t h i s  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  p re s iden t  
would, i n  f a c t ,  be t h e  "camel's nose i n  t he  t e n t "  f o r  a pa id  
pres ident  who would supercede t h e  execut ive d i r e c t o r .  This caused 
a l o t  of e rupt ions  i n  t he  s t a f f .  I would say t h a t  some of t he  s t a f f  
were perhaps threatened f o r  themselves; '  I th ink  t h e  sense was more 
t h a t  they were threatened f o r  Mike. They f e l t  t h a t  Mike's au tho r i ty  
was p o t e n t i a l l y  being undermined, and they d idn ' t  want t h a t  t o  
happen. I don' t  t h ink  i t  had t o  do wi th  t h e  person who was being 
considered f o r  t h a t  pos i t i on .  

Evans: This proposal  f o r  t h e  new paid presidency. i f  you want t o  c a l l  i t  
t h a t ,  w a s  i t  p a r t  of t he  proposal  made by the reorganiza t ion  
committee which had been ongoing f o r  some time, o r  was i t  something 
t h a t  j u s t  happened t o  come along a t  t h e  same time? 

Mil ler :  No, i t  was an outgrowth, a s  I r e c a l l ,  of a committee which had been 
e s t ab l i shed  a f t e r  Dave Brower's res igna t ion .  It s t a r t e d  out  being 
c a l l e d  t h e  "Publicat ions Reorganization Committee" because 
publ ica t ions ,  of course,  had been a f i e l d  i n  which Dave Brower 
had been very involved. It extended, and then s o r t  of expanded i t s  
e f f o r t s  t o  become - t h e  reorganiza t ion  committee, and i t  was headed 
by Charles Huest is ,  who was f i r s t  t r e a s u r e r  a s  a member of f  of the 
board and then  was e l ec t ed  t o  t h e  board. A s  I remember, he  was a 
Duke Universi ty  f i n a n c i a l  v i c e  p re s iden t ,  so  he had a l o t  of 
experience i n  t h a t  a rea .  

It was both t h a t  committee's work and a l s o  t h e  d e s i r e  of t h e  
then  p re s iden t ,  Ray Sherwin, who f e l t  t h a t  i n  order  t o  do a proper 
job he  needed more d i r e c t  a s s i s t a n c e  than he was g e t t i n g .  My 
impression is t h a t  he f e l t  he needed a r ep re sen ta t ive  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
fu l l t ime .  Previous presidents--Ed Wayburn during the  time of t h e  
Brower crisis--had had an adminis t ra t ive  a s s i s t a n t ,  someone l i k e  
Robin Way, and then John Flannery. A t  any r a t e ,  t h e r e  had been 
s t a f f  people whose b a s i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t o  be, not  an au tho r i ty  
f i g u r e  a t  a l l - -  

Evans: Have h i s  e a r  on t h e  s t a f f ,  is t h a t  a c o r r e c t  desc r ip t ion?  

Mi l le r :  Perhaps i n  some ways, but  b a s i c a l l y  i t  was t o  do a l o t  of t h e  
p re s iden t ' s  work, because t h e  p re s iden t s  were profess iona l  people 
who had t h e i r  own jobs t o  a t t end  to ,  and i n  t h e  case  of Wayburn, they 



Mil le r :  had o the r  conservat ion things they were i n t e i e s  ted i n ,  and they 
weren ' t  always p re sen t .  So an e a r  perhaps, bu t  I think a t  l e a s t  a s  
much a  workhorse. 

The proposal  f o r  a  pa id  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  p re s iden t ,  though, was 
a  much more wide-ranging th ing ,  and, a s  I r e c a l l ,  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  
proposed t h a t  person would have had l i n e  au tho r i ty  over t h e  execut ive 
d i r e c t o r .  There was a  r e a l  r e s i s t a n c e  both i n  the  s t a f f  and volunteer  
s t r u c t u r e  t o  doing t h i s .  The S i e r r a  Club had had a  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  i t  
is  a  member-run organiza t ion ,  and t h a t ,  whi le  i t  had a growing s t a f f  
and t h a t  s t a f f  does have a  head, t h a t  head i s  r e spons ib i l e  t o  and is  
se l ec t ed  by t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s ,  and respons ib le  t o  t he  pres ident  
who is the  pe r son i f i ca t ion  of t he  board when t h e  board is not  there .  

Evans: Let me ask you an  a s i d e  quest ion.  I know t h a t  Judge Sherwin was t h e  
p re s iden t  a t  t h e  time t h i s  th ing  came o u t  i n t o  t h e  open. Had t h e r e  
been a  non-California p re s iden t  of t he  club a t  t h a t  time? Had Larry 
Moss been pres ident  then o r  d id  he follow Sherwin? 

Mi l le r :  No, Larry followed Ray Sherwin; he  was p re s iden t  the  l a s t  yea r  h e  
could se rve  [1973]. 

Evans: It 's i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  comes out  of a  S i e r r a  Club t h a t  s t i l l  
had a  Ca l i fo rn i a  presidency, and, of course,  Judge Sherwin l i ved  a t  
t h a t  time i n  the Bay Area. 

Mi l le r :  Yes, h e  was c lose ,  and he had Towns l ey ,  Jack Towns l ey .  That ac tua l ly  
happened a f t e r  t h i s  o the r  blew over--that Jack Townsley came t o  be 
and was Ray Sherwin's adminis t ra t ive  a s s i s t a n t ,  b u t  i t  was a t  a  
d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l ,  So going back t o  t h e  other--as I r e c a l l ,  what 
happened was, t he re  was an ex t raord inary  meeting of t h e  board and 
counci l  i n  June of 1972. 

Evans: The chairman of t h e  counci l  a t  t h a t  time was George Shipway, o r  was 
he  head of t h e  I O C  a t  t h a t  time? 

Mi l le r :  No, h e  was head of t he  i n t e r n a l  organiza t ion  committee and the  I O C  
was t h e  l a t e s t  metamorphosis of a  counci l  committee which had 
ex i s t ed  from t h e  beginning. There was always some counci l  committee 
which involved i t s e l f  wi th  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of 
t h e  club.  A t  one time i t  was t h e  committee on committees; t h a t  was 
i t s  name. It had s o r t  of a  s i d e  committee which was c a l l e d  NEPAC, 
nominating and e l e c t i o n  procedures advisory committee, I think.  And 
then the re  was another one which was the  SCOPE committee--it was the  
S i e r r a  Club dperat ing procedures committee, something l i k e  t h a t .  

The i n t e r n a l  organiza t ion  committee, I can ' t  r e c a l l  r i g h t  now 
when i t  got t h a t  name, bu t  i t  had been funct ioning f o r  a t  l e a s t  
a  couple of years  a t  t h a t  po in t .  And George Shipway was the  cha i r -  
man, and they worked on a  number of d i f f e r e n t  things about this 



Miller: t i m e .  One of t h e  th ings  being the  RCCs [ r eg iona l  conservat ion 
committees], which were developing along and which w e  could perhaps 
come back t o  a t  some poin t  because they do f i t  i n t o  t h e  na t iona l  
growth of t h e  c lub ,  both i n  t h e  ma t r ix  and a l s o  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h i s  is a  n a t i o n a l  o rganiza t ion .  But t h e i r  proposal ,  t h e  proposal  
of t h e  i n t e r n a l  o rganiza t ion  committee on the  whole admin i s t r a t i ve  
s t r u c t u r e  of t he  c lub ,  was t h a t  the  execut ive d i r e c t o r ' s  p o s i t i o n  
should be r e t a ined .  They were not suppor t ive  of t he  i dea  of a  pa id  
a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  p re s iden t  who would have l i n e  a u t h o r i t y  over t h e  
execut ive d i r e c t o r .  They d id  f e e l  t h a t  t he re  should be an adminis- 
t r a t o r  who a l s o  repor ted  t o  t he  board. Not someone who was under 
t h e  execut ive d i r e c t o r  b u t  someone who was co-equal t o  t he  execut ive 
d i r e c t o r  and handled t h e  admin i s t r a t i ve  d e t a i l s .  

As  I th ink  you know, t h e r e  was not  an admin i s t r a to r  .of the  club 
who was r e a l l y  a b l e  t o  be e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  j u s t  w i th in  the l a s t  yea r  
and a  h a l f .  That s t r u c t u r e  is  a  d i f f e r e n t  one; t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  s t i l l  
has the execut ive d i r e c t o r ,  and then the  admin i s t r a to r  is  under t h e  
execut ive  d i r e c t o r .  

Evans: Of course,  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  came ou t  of a  p ro fe s s iona l  management 
f i rm,  and t h a t  may be  why i t ' s  d i f f e r e n t .  

Miller: I t ' s  poss ib le .  There was an at tempt  t o  implement t h e  o t h e r ,  and 
Max Lynn was brought i n  a s  admin i s t r a to r ,  but  i t  d i d n ' t  work f o r  
a  number of . reasons ;  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I can enumerate those .  But I 
th ink  i t  made good sense  because Mike is a  very e x c e l l e n t  person 
p o l i t i c a l l y ;  he ' s  an exce l l en t  person i n  conservat ion,  b u t  he  is 
no t ,  honest ly ,  a  good admin i s t r a to r .  H e  has s a i d  himself he  doesn ' t  
want t o  be an admin i s t r a to r ,  b u t  he  was pu t  i n  t he  p o s i t i o n  of being 
an adminis t ra tor  f o r  many yea r s .  H e  had needed t h e  kind of a s s i s t -  
ance t h a t  he now has f o r  a  very long time, a s  was noted i n  t he  
document which brought t h a t  whole i d e a  r ecen t ly  t o  t h e  board's 
a t t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n .  

Evans: I r e c a l l  from my pe r spec t ive  a s  a  f a i r l y  new member a t  t h a t  t i m e  
t h a t  the reorganiza t ion  committee canie up wi th  a  proposal  which was 
r e a l l y  unl iked by most of t h e  people who knew about i t ,  and the  
i n t e r n a l  o rganiza t ion  committee r an  t o  t he  rescue  w i th  a  r e p o r t  
t h a t  they came up wi th  i n  about t h r e e  weeks which everybody accepted.  

The Role of t he  S i e r r a  Club Council 

Evans: The counci l  w i l l  be twenty-five yea r s  o ld  next  sp r ing .  It was 
organized i n  1956, and i t ' s  something which c lub  a c t i v i s t s  have 
very s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  about.  Could you t e l l  us about t h e  counci l  
--how you s t a r t e d  working f o r  t h e  counci l  and the  growth you've 
seen t h e r e  and the  work t h a t  i t  does i n  t he  club? P a r t i c u l a r l y  up 
t i ll  t h e  time you l e f t  t h e  s t a f f ;  i t ' s  changed a  l i t t l e  b i t  s i n c e t h e n .  



Miller: I g o t  invo lved  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  committee b e f o r e  I 
s t a r t e d  working f o r  t h e  c o u n c i l .  I n  1971, I res igned  as head of 
member s e r v i c e s ,  and I thought  I was going t o  b e  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  
s i t u a t i o n ,  s o  I was gone from t h e  c l u b  f o r  about  t h r e e  months. Then 
t h e  pe rson  who took  my p l a c e  became s e r i o u s l y  ill; a c t u a l l y ,  i t  tu rned  
o u t  t o  be  f a t a l l y  ill, and I came back t o  t r a i n  someone else and t o  
h e l p  r u n  t h i n g s .  

Then i n  December of 1971, C h r i s t i e  Hakim, who had been s e c r e t a r y  
t o  t h e  c o u n c i l  and a l s o  had been doing what evolved i n t o  c h a p t e r  
s e r v i c e s ,  l e f t  f o r  a y e a r ' s  t r i p  t o  I n d i a  w i t h  h e r  husband, and s o  I 
a p p l i e d  f o r  t h a t  job and was accep ted .  It was a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h a t  I 
began t o  g e t  invo lved  w i t h  t h e  c o u n c i l .  My job was abou t  h a l f  
c h a p t e r  s e r v i c e s ;  a t  least 75 percen t  was simply keeping t h e  records  
of t h e  l e a d e r s '  names and addresses  and t h e  v a r i o u s  committees, 
c h a p t e r s ,  groups,  t h a t  they were p r e s i d e n t  o r  s e c r e t a r y  of o r  what- 
e v e r .  

Evans: Mainta ining t h e  l i s t  by ca tegory .  

M i l l e r :  Mainta ining t h e  l i s t  by ca tegory ,  developing an a l p h a b e t i c  l ist  of 
t h o s e  l e a d e r s .  C h r i s t i e h a d  s t a r t e d  developing t h e  v a r i o u s  handouts  
t o  h e l p  c h a p t e r  and group l e a d e r s  f u n c t i o n ,  and one of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  
of t h e  o f f i c e  was when p e o p l e  wro te  i n  and s a i d ,  "I want t o  start  a 
c h a p t e r  o r  a group," we would send them m a t e r i a l s ,  and we would p u t  
them i n  touch wi th  v a r i o u s  people .  I had a n  a t l a s ,  and peop le  would 
w r i t e  from very  s m a l l  towns i n  Nebraska o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  s o  
I would u s e  t h a t  t o  t r y  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  how c l o s e  they were t o  which 
p l a c e  where t h e r e  was a c t i v i t y .  

Evans: You're lucky because t h e  p e r s o n  who has  t h a t  job now i s  supposed t o  
keep t h e  map up w i t h  p i n s  i n  i t ;  whenever t h e  group chairman moves, 
t h e y  have  t o  move t h e  p i n .  

M i l l e r :  I know t h e  map they have;  they  c a n ' t  do t h a t  t o o  much because  i t  
i s n ' t  t h a t  d e t a i l e d .  But t h a t  road a t l a s  was a ve ry  impor tan t  
p a r t  of my equipment. It sat r i g h t  up on my desk a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  
t h i n g s .  Then t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of my d u t i e s  was t o  be  s e c r e t a r y  and 
g e n e r a l  factotum t o  t h e  council--  

Evans: T e l l  us  what t h e  c o u n c i l  i s ?  

M i l l e r :  The c o u n c i l  was, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  composed of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  one 
from each  c h a p t e r ,  and one from a number of n a t i o n a l  committees, 
i n t e r n a l  committees. There  w e r e  no i s s u e  committees; t h e  c o u n c i l  
does n o t  d e a l ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  wi th  conserva t ion  i s s u e s .  

It was set up t o  do two t h i n g s :  one was t h a t  members of t h e  
c h a p t e r s  f e l t  t h a t  they wanted t o  have some way t o  keep an  eye on 
t h e  board and what the board was doing,  and t h i s ,  I t h i n k  i s  f a i r l y  



Mil le r :  e x p l i c i t  i n  some of t he  ea r ly  minutes and the  ea r ly  counci l  cha i r -  
men's repor t  and s o  on. They could s e e  themselves, perhaps, even 
s l i g h t l y  a s  a l o y a l  opposi t ion.  It w a s  not  always an oppos i t ion ,  
bu t  they wanted t o  be the re ;  they wanted t o  have a r egu la r  mechanism 
by which t h e r e  would be r ep re sen ta t ives  from t h e  chapters  t he re  
when the  board was making dec is ions .  

The o the r  th ing  was t h a t  a t  t h a t  time i n  1956, i f  I r e c a l l  
c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e r e  were eleven chapters ,  and they f e l t  t he  need t o  
begin t o  coordinate .  This was a l s o  t h e  time when the  f i r s t  non- 
Ca l i fo rn i a  chapter  was formed. That was the  Great Lakes Chapter. * 
So they f e l t  t he  need f o r  a communication among themselves and a l s o  
observat ion of what t he  people up on t h a t  board were doing. You've 
got t o  remember t h a t  back a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  were no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on 
terms of board members and a l s o  the  guide l ines  were not an i s s u e ,  and 
were much l e s s  c l e a r ,  and t h e r e  w a s  not neces sa r i l y  a f ee l ing  of 
connect ion  wi th  those  board members. 

The board had never been a c t i v e  a t  t he  chapter  l e v e l .  Because 
chapters  grew very slowly--the f i r s t  chapter ,  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  
was formed i n  1924 [1911-Ed.] and t h a t  was the  Angeles Chapter and 
then t h e  San Francisco Bay Chapter [I9241 was the  second chapter  
t h a t  was formed. But when you r e a l i z e  t h a t  from 1924 t o  1956, you 
went from one t o  eleven chapters ,  and from 1956 t i l l  1978--I th ink  
t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  time the re  was a chapter accepted-- 

Evans: There have been name changes more r ecen t ly ,  bu t  they were the  chapters  
t h a t  exis ted-- i t  may have been one of t h e  Dakotas, o r  one of the 
Carol inas ,  I ' m  not  sure .  

Mi l le r :  Anyway 1978 o r  1979, but  now you have f i f t y - t h r e e  chapters .  You 
now have chapter  r ep re sen ta t ion  i n  every s t a t e .  I n  t he  case of 
Ca l i fo rn i a ,  t h e r e  a r e  twelve and a ha l f  chapters .  The ha l f  being 
the  Toiyabe Chapter, which i s  i n  Cal i forn ia  e a s t  of t h e  S i e r r a  Nevada 
and i n  Nevada. 

The counci l  has always focused on i n t e r n a l  organization--the 
adminis t ra t ive  aspects--and they were s e t  up t o  recommend t o  the 
board on anything having t o  do--actually according t o  the  p re sen t  
bylaws, i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  they can recommend t o  t h e  board 
on any mat te r .  

Evans: Could you g ive  us  some idea  of t he  kinds of things the  counci l  dea ls  
with? 

*At lan t ic  Chapter formed 1950; P a c i f i c  Northwest Chapter, 1954; 
Toiyabe Chapter, 1957; Great Lakes Chapter, 1959--ed. 



Miller :  One of the  b igges t  things was chapter  formation, gu ide l ines  f o r  
chapter  formation; i t  took q u i t e  a whi le  before t he re  r e a l l y  were 
chapter  gu ide l ines  about what was requi red  t o  become a chapter  o the r  
than what is i n  t he  bylaws. There were minimal things i n  the bylaws, 
but one of t h e  concerns was whether t he re  was a r e a l  depth of leader-  
sh ip .  Af te r  a l l ,  t he  bylaws say you can have a chapter  upon p e t i t i o n  
of f i f t y  members. You can have f i f t y  members spread out over--say 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  Rocky Mountain Chapter, which was s i x  states--you could 
have f i f t y  members spread out  over those s i x  s t a t e s  and have none of 
them i n  t h e  same town. 

So t h e r e  was a r e a l  concern, and Norm O'Neill  was the  one who 
was chairman of t h e  committee on chapters  f o r  many, many years .  He 
compiled doss i e r s  on each chapter  t h a t  appl ied,  inc luding  copies  of 
t h e i r  newsle t te rs ,  and h.e had them a l l  bound. I hope those have come 
t o  t h e  c lub ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  archives.  I f  they have n o t ,  someone should 
ge t  i n  touch with him. He would, I th ink ,  be wanting t o  have them 
pres  erved . 

Dar re l l  Southwell was another one t h a t  was a c t i v e -  i n  t h a t  
commit t ee .  

Then another  t h ing  the  counci l  concerned themselves wi th  a t  
a l a t e r  time was a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  chapters  becoming a f f i l i a t e d  with 

,var ious  outs ide  organizat ions.  This became a r e a l  l e g a l  problem a t  
one poin t  because t h e  S i e r r a  Club, of course,  is the  only l e g a l  
e n t i t y ,  and i f  a chapter  a f f i l i a t e s  i t s e l f  with some organiza t ion  
and then someone e l s e  sues t he  organiza t ion  wi th  which the  chapter  
is a f f i l i a t e d ,  i t  can j u s t  a s  e a s i l y  go r i g h t  on and s u e  the  chapter  
f o r  an a c t i o n  t h a t  t he  chapter  may not  have agreed with.  So one of 
t h e  th ings  was t o  develop a procedure f o r  checking on these  a f f i l i -  
a t i o n s  and f o r  r equ i r ing  a d isc la imer  t o  t he  groups t h a t  t he  chapter  
wanted t o  a f f i l i a t e , b u t  t h a t  any a c t i o n  which they took was not t h e  
a c t i o n  of t he  chapter ,  group, o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club unless  the chapter ,  
group, o r  the  S i e r r a  Club took t h a t  a c t i o n  on t h e i r  own. 

Evans: So club and chapter  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c o a l i t i o n s  s t i l l  must be 
approved by the  counci l?  

Mi l le r :  Chapter and group a f f i l i a t i o n .  Group a f f i l i a t i o n  has t o  come 
through the  chapter ,  and both have t o  come through the  S i e r r a  
Club. I t ' s  t h e  counci l ' s  execut ive committee, a c t u a l l y .  Club 
a f f i l i a t i o n s  go through t h e  board; they ' re  approved by the  board. 
Dues a l l o c a t i o n  has been something t h a t  has been a counci l  concern 
f o r  a very long time, and t h e r e  was a dues a l l o c a t i o n  committee. 
It w a s  a s tanding  committee f o r  a number of yea r s ,  and Dick Sea r l e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  developed t h e  formulas t h a t  have been used; Ed 
Bennett was involved i n  t h a t ,  too. 



Miller :  Dues a l l o c a t i o n  was involved i n  the counci l  meeting t h a t  was he ld  
i n  Boulder, Colorado, i n  conjunction wi th  t h e  Wilderness Conference 
i n  1973. A l a r g e  p a r t  of the time was taken up by the  dues a l l o c a t i o n  
committee, b u t  t h a t  was about a t  t h e  po in t  which they had t h e  th ing  
p r e t t y  wel l  resolved. It had gone on f o r  s e v e r a l  years  prev ious ly .  
It was a quest ion of how much should go back t o  t he  chapters ;  t h a t  
amount is l imi t ed  i n  the  bylaws. 

How do you c a l c u l a t e  t h e  apportionment? I f  you c a l c u l a t e  on 
the  b a s i s  of j u s t  number of members, you throw t h e  balance one way. 
I f  you c a l c u l a t e  i t  on the  bas i s  of a r ea ,  you throw t h e  balance 
another  way. So t h a t ' s  where they s t a r t e d  coming up with things 
l i k e  square roo t s  of t he  a r ea ,  and a c t u a l l y  ended up with a c a l c u l a t i o n  
t h a t  has then involved both membership and a rea  and t h e  number of 
accredi ted  groups. 

Now groups-are  sometking t h a t  ac tua l ly  s t a r t e d  t o  develop i n  
about 1970. I th ink  t h a t  i f  you go back t o  t h e  counci l  records 
you w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t he  f i r s t  l i s t i n g  of groups was done i n  1970. 
Now I understand the re  i s  something l i k e  253 accredi ted  groups, and 
a c c r e d i t a t i o n  was the  whole process t h a t  was developed by t h e  counci l .  
It 's a process t h a t  the  groups have t o  go through t o  ge t  chapter  
approval of t h e i r  development, and then t h e  chapter  forwards t h a t  
on. It grew out  o f ,  I th ink ,  what was happening i n  the  Angeles 
Chapter. They had had a c t i v i t y  s ec t ions  f o r  a long time, s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t  s ec t ions  l i k e  t h e  Hundred Peaks Sect ion and t h e  Cabr i l l o  
Club t h a t  went out  s o r t  of exploring,  and they might take s h i p  
r i d e s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  and various climbing and h ik ing  sec t ions .  

The idea  of a reg iona l  group--a subunit  of t h e  chapter ,  centered 
i n  a populat ion cen te r ,  generally--was a new one and s o r t  of l i k e  a 
l o t  of o the r  th ings  i n  t he  S i e r r a  Club: somebody spr inkled  a l i t t l e  
water on t h e  mushroom. One of t h e  th ings  i n  t h i s  case t h a t  was water  
on the mushroom was inc luding  the  number of accredi ted  groups i n  
t he  dues a l l o c a t i o n  formula because i t  encouraged chapters  t o  have 
groups. However, i n  the long run, a s  with many such th ings ,  t h a t  
has backf i red  because t h e r e  is a s e t  pot  of money, and the  more groups 
you have t o  d iv ide  i t  up among, t he  smal le r  each p i ece  of t h e  p i e .  

I remember teas ing  Eugene C a r r o l l  from t h e  Potomac Chapter about 
the  Potomac Chapter 's  growth i n  groups, because he decided t h a t  what 
they needed was groups, and they r e a l l y  did.  They had a l o t  of 
cen te r s  of population. They had S i e r r a  Club membership i n  those, 
and t h e i r  chapter  s t r u c t u r e  was not s t rong ,  and so  i t  was a way of 
making t h e  whole th ing  a much b e t t e r  organiza t ion .  But i n  one year  
they accredi ted  nine groups, s o  I c a l l e d  them the  "rabbi t  chapter. ' '  



Proposals t o  Reform t h e  Council 

Evans: You're t a l k i n g  about t he  s t r u c t u r e  of the  club,  t h e  chapters  and 
t h e  groups. The counci l  has grown from e leven  chapters  i n  1956 
t o  what is now, i n  1980, f i f t y - t h r e e  chapters .  F i f t y - th ree  de lega tes ,  
what kind of a counci l  does t h a t  make, and have t h e r e  been any 
proposa ls  o r  thoughts t o  reform t h e  counci l  over t h e  y e a r s  you've 
been involved? 

Mi l le r :  I mentioned i n  t h e  beginning t h a t  t h e  counci l  included r ep re sen t a t i ve s  
of c e r t a i n  i n t e r n a l  committees. That was dropped over a per iod  of 
t i m e  and over t h e  oppos i t ion  of a couple of committees. The out ings  
committee f o r  one, t h a t  was the  p r i n c i p a l  one, although t h e r e  a l s o  was 
another  committee t h a t  we r e t a i n e d  f o r  q u i t e  a whi le .  The out ings 
committee was one t h a t  very much f e l t  t h a t  they should cont inue t o  
be represented,  and t h e  po in t  kept  being made, "Well, you ' r e  welcome 
t o  have r ep re sen t a t i on ,  t o  have people  t h e r e , "  bu t  I th ink  i t  was 
p a r t l y  an aspec t  of t he  f a c t  t h e  counci l  was growing. The numbers 
were growing, and t h e  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  we c a n ' t  have eleven o r  s o  
i n t e r n a l  committees represen ted ;  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  won't t ake  i t .  So 
as I r e c a l l ,  t h e  end r e s u l t  was a change i n  t h e  bylaws which allowed 
t h e  board t o  name r ep re sen t a t i on  f o r  committees i f  they s o  decided, 
and they decided not  to .  And s o  t h e r e  has  no t  been r ep re sen t a t i on  
of committees s i n c e  t h e  mid-seventies . 

Evans: You were t a l k i n g  about t h e  growth of t h e  s i z e  of t h e  council-- 

1 Y e s ,  t h e  growth of t h e  s i z e  of t h e  counci l  and the  proposals  t o  
reform t h e  counci l .  I suspec t  probably t he  f i r s t  proposal  t o  
reform t h e  counci l  came up t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  counci l  was e s t ab l i shed .  
S i e r r a  Club members, i n  my experience,  a r e  a t  l e a s t  equal t o  t he  most 
opinionated people  y o u ' l l  ever  f i n d  around anywhere, and they have 
very d e f i n i t e  i deas  about th ings  . 

One of t h e  i deas  t h a t  has kicked around f o r  a long t i m e  i s  t h e  
i dea  of r eg iona l  counci l s ,  the  i d e a  of having an equiva len t  t o  a 
r eg iona l  conservat ion committee. The o r i g i n a l  conservat ion committees 
was something whose gu ide l ines  and procedures were developed by t h e  
i n t e r n a l  o rganiza t ion  committee of t h e  counci l .  It went through 
t h e  counc i l ' s  approval procedures before  i t  went t o  t h e  board, 
although the  RCC i n  southern  Ca l i fo rn i a  had developed over a number 
of years  and then t h e  midwest RCC s t a r t e d  t o  develop. 

So a s  the RCCs developed, then t h e r e  was some push t o  s ay ,  
"Okay, t he  counc i l ' s  g e t t i n g  awful ly  vague. " One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  
happened was t h a t  expenses increased  with t h e  number of people and 
a l s o  with t h e  economic s i t u a t i o n ,  and people would say we need t o  
c u t  down on the  number of r ep re sen t a t i ve s ,  o r  we need t o  c u t  down 
the  number of meetings. "We've got  t o  do something about t h i s . "  
So a r ecu r r en t  proposal  has been f o r  something equiva len t  t o  RCC 
f o r  t he  counci l .  



Mil le r :  Another i d e a  t h a t  was broached a t  l e a s t  a couple of d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  
was having t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  counci l  meet i n  t he  East  and 
t h e  western p a r t  of the  counci l  meet i n  t h e  West, o r  something on 
t h a t  order .  I n  o the r  words, have two counci l  meetings, and then you 
would have de lega tes  from t h a t  come t o  some kind of a super  counci l  
meeting. This has a l s o  been an aspec t  of s e v e r a l  of the reg iona l ized  
proposals ;  i t  would be t h a t  each region would have t h e  i n t e r n a l  
equivalent  of t h e  reg ional  conservat ion committee chairman, and 
those  would b r ing  the  problems t o  a c e n t r a l  meeting, and those 
people would be present  a t  board meetings t o  observe. 

Of t h e  two b i g  r ecu r r ing  arguments a g a i n s t  any r eg iona l i za t ion  
of th.e counci l ,  one has been the  func t ion  of the  board observat ion.  
This is t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  a l l  chapters  ought t o  be t h e r e  and ought 
t o  be represented when ques t ions  come up because t h a t  func t ion ,  
i n  terms of conservat ion i s sues ,  is a v a i l a b l e  through the  r eg iona l  
conservat ion committee chairman, b u t  i n  terms of i n t e r n a l  i s s u e s ,  
i t  i s n ' t  neces sa r i l y .  

The o t h e r  argument has been t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  counci l  de lega te  
should be  someone who can connect t h e  chapter  and i t s  groups with 
t h e  na t iona l  organiza t ion ,  and t h a t ' s  not j u s t  w i th  t he  board. 
That 's  a l s o  with t h e  s t a f f ,  and i t ' s  with each o the r ,  and t h a t  
happens through formal t r a i n i n g  mechanisms, formal workshops . It  
happens a l s o  a g rea t  dea l  through what a r e  ca l l ed  conversat ions 
i n  t h e  h a l l .  There a r e  those  who w i l l  say ,  and I th ink  t h a t  i t ' s  
a very v i a b l e  s ta tement  , t h a t  a c t u a l l y  those  conversat ions a r e  
much more va luable  than many of t h e  meetings themselves. It 's a t  
those  poin ts  when people r e a l l y  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  down t o  t h e  n i t t y -  
g r i t t y ,  "This is our  problem." Other people can s a y ,  'We had t h a t  
problem, and t h i s  is how we d e a l t  wi th  i t ." You can do t h i s  t o  a 
c e r t a i n  extent--have informal sessions--and t h e r e  has been, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  more recent  y e a r s ,  a r e a l  a t tempt  t o  do t h i s  w i th in  t h e  counci l .  

I remember doing a survey about chap te r sv  fee1,ings about having 
a counci l ,  about not  having a counci l ,  about the var ious  a spec t s  of 
t h e  council .* A l o t  of i t  was taking various aspec ts  of things the  
counci l  d id  and saying ,  "Do you want t o  do these  by personal  
representa t ion?  by mail? by some kind of reg iona l ized  s t r u c t u r e ? "  
o r  whatever. People were given s e v e r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  and i n  genera l ,  
t h e  response was 'We f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  important t o  have the  personal  
connection, t h e  face-to-face connection." So, I th ink ,  t h i s  is 
perhaps t h e  s t r o n g e s t  th ing  t h a t  has  kept t h e  r eg iona l i za t ion  
proposals  from not going any f u r t h e r  than they have. 

*Sier ra  Club papers,  The Bancroft L ibrary ,  Universi ty  of Ca l i fo rn i a  
a t  Berkeley. 



Mil le r :  What has happened is ,  t h a t  over the  years  t he  counci l  has met fewer 
and fewer times each year .  When i t  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  and when I f i r s t  
became involved i n  i t ,  t h e  counci l  met four  times a  year .  I don't  
remember exac t ly  how the  a t t r i t i o n  occurred o r  a t  what times i t  

I would say t h a t  it  was probably by 1976 t h a t  we were 
a  year .  I ' m  not su re .  

Relat ionship of t he  Council t o  t h e  Board 

Evans: You s a i d  t h a t  t h e  counci l  formed o r i g i n a l l y  t o  keep an eye on the  
board, and, of course,  t h e  counci l  is a b l e  t o  meet when the board 
budgets them enough money t o  do s o .  What has been the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
of t he  counci l  and t h e  board over time? 

Mi l le r :  It hasn ' t  been q u i t e  a s  much of a  pendulum swing a s  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
we were speaking of e a r l i e r  between the  execut ive committee and t h e  
o the r  members of the  board, b u t  t he re  has been some of t he  pendulum 
swing t h e r e  too. There has been some r e a l  antagonism t o  t h e  counci l  
by people who were not on the  counci l  and never had been. Ted 
Snyder, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  one time, appeared t o  be someone who f e l t  
t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  t he  S i e r r a  Club could g e t  along very we l l  without t h e  
S i e r r a  Club Council, and I th ink  he made no bones about i t  pub l i c ly ,  
and the re ' s  no reason f o r  my not mentioning i t .  

There were a  number of o the r  proposals.  I d id  t h a t  survey a t  
t h e  t ime t h a t  the  i n t e r n a l  organiza t ion  committee was t ry ing  t o  look 
a t  t he  ques t ion  of "How should the  counci l  be  s t ruc tu red?"  Ted had 
some very s t r o n g  f ee l ings  on t h e  s u b j e c t  . Holway Jones made some 
proposals ,  and h i s  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  t he re  needed--and I th ink  Ted 
f e l t  t h i s  t o  some ex ten t  bu t  Holly made i t  much more s p e c i f i c .  
Holway f e l t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a  p a r t  of the money t h a t  was being spent  on 
br inging  people t o  San Francisco should be spent  on sending them t o  
Washington and teaching them t o  lobby. I th ink  t h a t  t he re  was t h i s  
confusion; t h e r e  was confusion about what t h e  counci l  ex i s t ed  t o  do. 

I th ink  i t ' s  f a i r  t o  say t h a t  I don' t  r e c a l l  a  time when the  
board a s  a  whole was an t i counc i l .  There have been times when indiv id-  
u a l  members have not been suppor t ive  of t he  counci l ,  bu t  I th ink  
almost always the  counci l  l eadersh ip  has taken i t  upon i t s e l f ,  when 
t h a t  occurred, t o  t r y  t o  say "Okay, what a r e  we doing wrong? We 
a r e  he re  t o  s e rve  our j o i n t  i n t e r e s t ,  t he  S i e r r a  Club i n t e r e s t ,  and 
how can we func t ion  b e t t e r ? "  I was thinking about t h a t  Gil l -Shaffer  
memorandum a couple of years  ago. It was j u s t  one more i t e r a t i o n  
of t h e  idea  of t he  r eg iona l i za t ion  of the  counci l ,  r e a l l y .  

I th ink  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make a  pos t sc r ip t  t o  what we have been 
t a l k i n g  about because i t  occurs t o  me t h a t  t he re  w a s  another  aspec t ,  
bes ides  r eg iona l i za t ion ,  once t h e  RCCs got  formed and got  going 
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r e a l l y  w e l l .  I n  some RCCs t h e r e  seemed t o  be enough t i m e  t o  spend 
on admin i s t r a t i ve  t h ings ,  s o  t h e r e  was p re s su re  from people who were 
f a m i l i a r  wi th  those  RCCs and not  f a m i l i a r  wi th  o t h e r s ,  t o  say ,  "Okay, 
t h e  RCCs have t i m e  t o  d e a l  with the  admin i s t r a t i ve  t h ings ,  w e ' l l  
j u s t  abo l i sh  the  counci l  a l t o g e t h e r ,  and t h e  RCCs w i l l  be t h e  t o t a l  
focus.  A l l  r ep re sen t a t i on ,  both conservat ion and admin i s t r a t i ve ,  
w i l l  be through the  RCC funct ion."  

The RCCs a ren  ' t even i n  t he  bylaws . 
No, t hey ' r e  no t  i n  the  cu r r en t  bylaws. 

They have become supercommittees wi th  a g r e a t  d e a l  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and a u t h o r i t y ,  bu t  t hey ' r e  n o t  covered i n  t he  bylaws. They a r e  s o r t  
of i l l e g i t i m a t e  ch i ld ren ,  i n  a way. 

They're no t  mentioned. Nei ther  a r e  groups. The bylaws mention s tand-  
i n g  committees, and they mention the  council--by v i r t u e  of an amend- 
ment of t he  bylaws--and they mention chapters  . 
So perhaps RCCs a r e  s tanding  committees i n  a sense?  

I th ink  RCCs would probably f a l l  under t h a t  f o r  anybody who needed 
a l e g a l  framework, bu t  a s  I say ,  t h e r e  was a l s o  t h i s  f e e l i n g  t h a t ,  
"Okay, the  RCCs can handle  everything." Of course,  t h e r e  were o t h e r  
RCCs who s a i d ,  'You ?re ou t  of your cotton-picking mind ." 
Wasn't t h e r e  a l s o  a proposal--I don ' t  know how w e l l  considered i t  
was--for a r eg iona l i za t i on ,  i n  the  sense ,  f o r  t h e  counci l  t o  have a 
smal le r  s i z e  and f o r  chapters  t o  send de l ega t e s?  Say t h a t  i f  chapters  
had a c e r t a i n  number of members t h a t  they might send a de lega te .  I f  
t h e  chap te r  had f i v e  thousand members, i t  was e n t i t l e d  t o  one de lega te .  
I f  they d i d n ' t ,  they would j o i n  w i th  some o the r  chapters?  

That was one of t h r e e  scenar ios  f o r  reorganiz ing  t h e  counci l ,  and i t  
was by populat ion.  It was one t h a t  was pu t  t oge the r ,  I th ink ,  by 
George Shipway and Ed Bennett ,  and i t  was given some cons ide ra t i on ,  A 
tremendous amount of work has gone i n  over t he  yea r s  on t h i s  ques t i on ,  
and I suspec t  t h a t  most i t  is probably r e f l e c t e d  i n  counci l  m a t e r i a l s .  
It would be an i n t e r e s t i n g  s tudy  f o r  someone i f  they were ever  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing  happens i n  a membership organi-  
za t ion ,  t o  focus on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a spec t  because i t  had these  
var ious  i t e r a t i o n s ,  and t h e r e ' s  been a l o t  of c r e a t i v e  th ink ing  
done on i t .  

Of course,  a t  t h e  p re sen t  t i m e ,  t he  counci l  always meets i n  San 
Francisco. The l a r g e r  chap te r s ,  except  f o r  two o r  t h r e e ,  a r e  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn i a .  I know t h a t  some of t h e  chapters  have become 
concerned about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey ' r e  spending a l o t  of money t o  b r ing  
o t h e r  de lega tes  from o t h e r  chapters  t o  the  Bay Area because t h e  



Evans: counci l  support  is on a p e r  c a p i t a  b a s i s ,  from each chapter .  As an 
example, t he  San Francisco Bay Chapter "spends" s e v e r a l  thousand 
d o l l a r s  a year  t o  b r ing  someone from the  East Bay t o  San Francisco,  
s o  t h i s  may be p a r t  of t h e  reason t h e r e  have been-- 

Mi l le r :  They're. subs id iz ing  o the r  chapters  i n  a sense ,  and t h a t ' s  t r u e .  On 
t h e  o the r  hand, you can make t h e  argument t h a t  w i th in  the  f e d e r a l  
government, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you and I can g e t  a decent job doesn ' t  
mean t h a t  everybody else can g e t  a decent job,  and. i t  doesn ' t ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  mean t h a t  o the r  people a r e n ' t  e n t i t l e d  t o  some reasonably 
decent s tandard  of l i v i n g .  Everyone could ca r ry  t h a t  analogy, I 
th ink ,  any way you want t o ,  and one way i s  t h i s  way: t he re  a r e  
chapters  t h a t  couldn ' t  a f fo rd  t o  send a de lega te  i f  they had t o  pay 
t h e  f u l l  c o s t  of sending t h a t  de l ega t e  because they don ' t  have the  
membership base.  

The S i e r r a  Club a s  a Nat ional  Organizat ion 

Evans: Over t h e  p a s t  few yea r s  t h e  S i e r r a  Club has  had two o r  t h r e e  non- 
C a l i f o r n i a  p re s iden t s ,  and of course,  t he  g r e a t e s t  growth i n  the 
S i e r r a  Club r i g h t  now, I be l i eve ,  comes from some of t h e  e a s t e r n  
o r  southern  chapters. .  Do you th ink  t h e  counci l  f o s t e r ed  t h i s  i n  
any w a y , o r  how d i d  they make t h e  most of i t ?  Do you have any 
f ee l i ngs  about t he  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of t he  S i e r r a  Club? 

Mi l le r :  Actual ly  t h e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of t he  S i e r r a  Club, I suppose, was 
f o s t e r e d  by the counci l  i n  the  s ense  t h a t  t h e  counci l  was t he  
i n i t i a l  body t o  which people  came when they wanted t o  form a new 
chapter  and t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  counci l  set up c r i t e r i a  f o r  
t h e  new chapters  and framed i t  wi th in  c e r t a i n  numbers--three hundred 
t o  f i v e  hundred members--and framed the  v i a b l e  leadersh ip  corps ,  
and t h i s  and t h a t .  They i n  t h a t  way s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a r ap id  
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of chapters  a s  membership grew i n  var ious a r ea s  of 
the  country.  

I can remember s o r t  of t h e  magic p o i n t  a t  which t h e r e  were more 
--or r a t h e r  less--than two-thirds of the  members l i v i n g  i n  Ca l i fo rn i a .  
It may have been a watershed i n  a way, I don ' t  know, because i t  has  
continued t o  go down. My impression i s  now t h a t  i t  is a l i t t l e  
b i t  higher;  only a very l i t t l e  b i t  h igher  i n  Ca l i fo rn i a ,  i f  t h a t .  
I th ink  i t ' s  j u s t  about f i f t y - f i f t y  now. 

The p re s su re ,  of course,  t o  form t h e  chapters  d i d n ' t  come from 
t h e  counci l  i t s e l f .  I th ink  p a r t  of t he  pressure  was f i n a n c i a l ,  
because i f  you w e r e  a chapter  you got money. I f  you were a chapter  
of fou r  s t a t e s ,  you got s o  much money, bu t  each s t a t e  group could 
g e t  money i f  they were each a chapter .  They each got a base 



Miller: a l l o c a t i o n  bes ides  t h e i r  dues; they got  a t  l e a s t  an e x t r a  $200 a 
yea r  j u s t  f o r  being a chapter .  So t h i s  i s  one p l ace  where I f e e l  
t h a t ,  wi th  h inds igh t ,  I th ink  i n  the formation of groups and, t o  
some e x t e n t ,  i n  t h e  formation of chapters ,  t h e  counci l  may no t  have 
r e a l l y  r e a l i z e d  what they w e r e  doing. They set up f i n a n c i a l  incen- 
t i v e s  t o  form groups and t o  form chapters ,  and whi le  they d i d  and 
do have c r i t e r i a  f o r  doing t h a t ,  i t  has r e s u l t e d  perhaps i n  t h e  
formation of some chapters  where t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  b i t  of ques t ion .  
Chapters have been formed f o r  some very odd reasons .  

Evans: I th ink  t h a t  t h e  sma l l e s t  chapter  has probably less than s i x  hundred 
members and t h e  l a r g e s t  i s  somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of twenty- 
four  thousand. That ' s  a very d ive r se  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

Miller : Y e s ,  i t  is tremendously d iverse .  There was, f o r  example, a s p l i t t i n g  
of t h e  Los Padres  Chapter over t h e  Brower i s s u e ,  b a s i c a l l y .  It was 
p a r t l y  t h e  Nipomo Dunes, b u t  i t  was Brower's a s s o c i a t i o n  with t h a t  
i s sue ,  and t h e r e  was a g r e a t  p o l a r i z a t i o n  between t h e  Santa  Lucia 
members i n  what was Los Padres--the p re sen t  Los Padres and Santa 
Lucia w e r e  a l l  one chapter ,  and Santa  Lucia s p l i t  o f f  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
and a l o t  of i t  was p o l i t i c a l .  

Evans: Did i t  have something t o  do wi th  t he  Diablo Canyon nuc lear  s i t e ?  
Was . i t  p a r t  of i t ?  

Miller: It was t h e  Diablo Canyon nuc lear  s i t e  which was r e l a t e d  t o  Nipomo 
Dunes because t h a t ' s  where PG&E wanted t o  pu t  t h e  p l a n t  i n  t he  f i r s t  
p lace .  So t h a t  i t  was t h e  two i s s u e s ,  both of which l i e  i n  Santa  
Lucia and both  of which Brower had been very  c l o s e l y  a s soc i a t ed  
with.  So t h e r e  was a l o t  of p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  formation of t h a t  
chapter ,  i n t e r n a l  c lub p o l i t i c s .  

A s  f a r  a s  acceptance of t h e  c lub  a s  a n a t i o n a l  o rganiza t ion ,  
i t  has  been i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  me  t o  observe ( I  know t h a t  Mike McCloskey 
has  been concerned about t h i s ,  a l s o )  t h a t  t h e  board members seemed 
t o  have very o f t e n  l o s t  a n a t i o n a l  perspec t ive .  They tend t o  
r ep re sen t  a const i tuency.  I remember a long time ago, and wi th  a 
real sense  of shock, hear ing  Mike say  t h a t  t he  S i e r r a  Club was 
i n e v i t a b l y  going t o  have p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  They weren ' t  going t o  
be c a l l e d  t h a t ,  bu t  i t  w a s  j u s t  s o r t  of i n  the  na tu re  of the  evolving 
of an o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  when i t  g e t s  t o  a c e r t a i n  s i z e ,  i t  tends t o ,  
a t  l e a s t ,  want t o  d iv ide .  It 's t r y i n g  t o  d iv ide ,  o r  maybe i t ' s  
t r y i n g  t o  s t a y  toge ther ,  b u t  i t  is var ious  p i eces .  

I sha re  Mike's concern f o r  a l a c k  of v i s i o n  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
a s  a n a t i o n a l  o rganiza t ion ,  a t  t h e  board l e v e l ,  and I f i n d  i t  very 
d i f f i c u l t  wi th  c e r t a i n  board members because I have the f e e l i n g  t h a t  
almost r ega rd l e s s  of what t h e  i s s u e  i s ,  they a r e  going t o  c a s t  i t  
i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  cons t i tuency .  Unfortunately,  t h e  



Mil le r :  impression i t  gives--and i t  may be a t o t a l l y  i naccu ra t e  one--but 
t h e  impression i t  gives i s  t h a t  t h a t  i s  the  only l i g h t  i n  which they 
s e e  i t .  That they can only view i t  through those colored g l a s ses ,  
whatever those colored g lasses  may be. 

It c e r t a i n l y  i s n ' t  t r u e  of a l l  board members, bu t  i t  has become 
perhaps more t r u e ,  and I have had c e r t a i n  board members express t o  
me r e a l  f ee l ings  of concern. There were board members who were 
wr i t i ng  b a l l o t  s ta tements  and s a i d ,  "I r e a l l y  t r i e d  t o  focus 
on the  c lub  a s  a n a t i o n a l  organiza t ion  and on my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  
a d i r e c t o r  t o  t ha t . "  They f e l t  t h a t  i n  doing s o ,  they were s o r t  of 
throwing themselves a t  the bottom of t he  totem pole--that you had 
t o  appeal t o  a const i tuency i n  order  t o  get  e lec ted .  

Evans: We both know t h a t  appeal ing t o  a const i tuency has brought members 
t o  t h e  board i n  a couple of very s p e c i f i c  cases  w i th in  r ecen t  years .  



I1 PERSPECTIVES ON THE. CLUB, THE COUNCIL, AND THE BOARD 

[Interview 2: May 23, 1982lIlll 

Dealing wi th  Club Growth: The Early Seventies## 

Evans: Susan, you were a  s t a f f  member a t  the club.  Actual ly,  you had 
s e v e r a l  s t a f f  pos i t i ons  i n  a  t ime of g r e a t  change and g r e a t  
t r a n s i t i o n  i n  the  club. We ta lked  before a  l i t t l e  b i t  about the 
counci l  and about t h e  i n t e r n a l  organiza t ion  committee. A t  the  time 
when t h e  I O C  was doing most of i ts work, you were working a s  the  
chapter  s e r v i c e s  s t a f f  person and about twenty-five percent  of your 
time, I th ink  you s a i d ,  was doing counci l  t h ings .  Could you t a l k  
a  l i t t l e  b i t  about t h i s  and t h e  kind of r o l e  t h a t  t h e  I O C  played 
and t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  i t  helped t o  give t o  t h e  club during t h i s  
time ? 

Mil le r :  One of t h e  th ings  I th ink  t h e  I O C  was t ry ing  t o  dea l  wi th  was the  
growth t h a t  occurred i n  t h e  club. Say from '70 t o  '72 t h e r e  was a  
l a r g e  period of growth and then the  growth slowed down, but  t h e r e  
had been . p ro l i f e r a t ion  of groups i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and a l s o  of chapters .  
There were a  number of chapters  formed during t h a t  per iod  of time, 
o lde r  chapters  s p l i t t i n g  up i n t o  newer chapters .  I can r e c a l l  Kent 
G i l l  p resent ing  the  las t  breakup of what had been the o ld  A t l a n t i c  
Chapter, and he s a i d  t h a t  t he  A t l a n t i c  Chapter was f a l l i n g  apa r t  
[ laughs] ,  and t h a t  was when Pennsylvania and New Jersey  and New 
England--let's s e e ,  did New England come out  of t h a t ?  

Evans: It had a l ready ,  I th ink .  

Mi l le r :  Yes, a s  I r e c a l l ,  the  guide l ines  c a l l  f o r  350 members a s  a  minimal 
requirement f o r  a  chapter .  But a t  any r a t e ,  t he  I O C ,  I th ink ,  was 
t ry ing  t o  dea l  wi th  some of t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  problems t h a t  r e s u l t e d  
from t h i s  type of growth and t r y i n g  t o  dea l  wi th  ways t h a t  the 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  could grow and s t i l l  remain a t tached  t o  t he  club 
and t o  t h e  club t r a d i t i o n s  and y e t  not become a  r e a l  c e n t r a l  system 
because t h e r e  was a  pressure  t o  do t h a t  and t h a t  pressure  showed 
up i n  a  - l o t  of d i f f e r e n t  ways over a  per iod of time. 



Mil le r :  It showed up perhaps even more extremely a f t e r  I l e f t  my s t a f f  
pos i t i on .  The committee on e f f e c t i v e  vo lunteer  o rganiza t ion  which 
was informally known a s  the G i l l  commit t e e  [laughs ]--against t he  
wishes of t h e  chairman [Kent Gill]--produced a  r e p o r t  t h a t  had a  
number of d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a t i o n s  on what could happen t o  t h e  c lub ,  
bu t  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of them i n  my memory had a  degree of federa l i sm 
i n  them which t h e  club has never i n  f a c t  had, bu t  which was one way 
of reso lv ing  t h e  poles  t h a t  e x i s t e d  when you have groups and 
chapters  and RCCs a l l  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  t o  each o t h e r  and t o  a  n a t i o n a l  
board of d i r e c t o r s  and a  n a t i o n a l  s t a f f .  

Evans : Then you had chapters  . 
Mil le r :  Y e s ,  and you had chapter  s t a f f  a s  w e l l  s i t t i n g  i n  t he re ,  s o  t h e r e  

needed t o  be developed some way t h a t  they would work toge ther  and 
y e t  not  be s o  bureaucra t ic  t h a t  they couldn ' t  do anything o r  t h a t  
they f e l t  t h a t  they couldn ' t  do anything. I have perceived t h i s  both 
a s  a  s t a f f  member and now a s  a  vo lunteer ,  t h a t  people ,  members of 
t h e  c lub ,  a c t i v e  members, may f e e l  t h a t  they c a n ' t  do th ings  when 
i n  f a c t  they can, t h a t  t he re  a r e n ' t  as  many r e s t r a i n t s  on them a s  
they th ink  t h e r e  a r e .  

Evans: I th ink  consider ing the  s i z e  of the  club and the  number of d i f f e r e n t  
e n t i t i e s  i n  t h e  club t h a t  i t  i s  amazing t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  works a s  
we l l  a s  i t  does. I th ink  t h a t  some of t h e  tendencies  t h a t  w e  had 
toward federa l i sm r e s u l t  from th ings  t o  do with our  t a x e s ,  with 
r epo r t i ng  income, t h a t  k ind  of t h ing  where some of t h a t  information 
has t o  come through the  n a t i o n a l  o rganiza t ion .  Af t e r  a l l ,  t h e r e  
is  only one l e g a l  Ca l i fo rn i a  corpora t ion ,  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

Mi l le r :  Yes. 

Working a s  t h e  Board S t a f f  Secre ta ry  

Evans: You used t o  joke about a  department t h a t  you worked i n  a s  the  
"department of cosmic glue." I th ink  t h e  department of cosmic 
g lue  may have changed a  l i t t l e  b i t  when i n  1974 you were asked by 
t h e  newly e l e c t e d  pres ident  Kent G i l l  t o  be t h e  board s t a f f  
s ec re t a ry .  Can you t a l k  about how the  r o l e  of t h e  board s t a f f  
s e c r e t a r y  changed i n  t h a t  t i m e  frame? 

Miller: I would c l a r i f y  t h a t  s l i g h t l y .  The p o s i t i o n  was open, and I appl ied ,  
and I was accepted. I don ' t  know whether I was s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked 
t o  do i t ,  al though I had worked wi th  Kent when he  was counci l  cha i r -  
man. But t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  board s t a f f  s e c r e t a r y  had a c t u a l l y  
been a  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  execut ive d i r e c t o r  who a l s o  handled d e t a i l s  
of s e t t i n g  up board meetings,  t ak ing  board minutes,  g e t t i n g  them 



Miller :  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  e t  c e t e r a .  What i t  amounted t o  was t h a t  t he  very 
minimal th ings  were done, bu t  t h e r e  was no one i n  t he  s t a f f  who was 
a c t u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  pres ident  and t o  t h e  board members and 
t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  committee chairman, inc luding  the  RCC chairmen, 
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  th ings  f o r  them. 

Evans: And t o  monitor progress  I would guess ,  too. 

Mi l le r :  Yes, of course,  I don' t  know whether previous people who had t h e  
pos i t i on  before me--Christie Hakim, and Margaret Arbogast Watson, 
Pat Shaller--how they had i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e i r  r o l e ,  bu t  one of t h e  
ways t h a t  I i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  my r o l e  was t h a t  i t  was t echn ica l ly  t h e  
board s e c r e t a r y ' s  job t o  watch over what went on i n  t h e  board meet- 
ings and make s u r e  t h a t  what d i d n ' t  ge t  f i n i shed  a t  t h i s  board 
meeting got brought up again i n  the  proper place--the follow-through 
types of things--part icular ly a s  the  board i t s e l f  d i v e r s i f i e d  
geographically-- 

Evans: Away from t h e  California-- 

Mil ler :  Away from t h e  San Francisco Bay Area and then away from having a 
preponderance of Ca l i fo rn i a  d i r e c t o r s .  This became more and more 
a need. I was t ry ing  t o  r e c a l l  t he  s e c r e t a r i e s  of t h e  board whi le  
I was board s t a f f  s e c r e t a r y .  

Evans: Do you mean. t he  d i r e c t o r s  t h a t  were s e c r e t a r i e s ?  

Mil ler :  Yes; t h a t  is,  t h e  e l ec t ed  s e c r e t a r i e s  were Richard Ce l l a r iu s  and B i l l  
F u t r e l l .  

Evans: Would El len  Winchester be one of them? 

Mil le r :  E l len  became s e c r e t a r y  the year I l e f t ,  i f  my memory serves  me 
c o r r e c t l y .  But both Ce l l a r iu s  and F u t r e l l  were people who were not 
l oca t ed  i n  t h e  San Francisco Bay Area, and s o  our communications were 
somewhat l imi ted .  Perhaps because of t h a t  o r  perhaps j u s t  because 
I am who I am o r  whatever, I d id  i n t e r p r e t  p a r t  of my r o l e  a s  being 
[laughs]--what I used t o  say is  t h a t  my job was a c e r t a i n  percent  
'I pes t , "  t h a t  I had t o  foalow through and make s u r e  t h a t  things 
d id  ge t  taken ca re  of and t h a t  t he  motions t h a t  were tab led  t o  
a p a r t i c u l a r  meeting were then brought up again.  I n  another  
s i t u a t i o n  perhaps the e l ec t ed  s e c r e t a r y ,  the  d i r e c t o r  who was 
s e c r e t a r y ,  might have done t h i s .  

Kent became pres ident  i n  May of '74, and I s t a r t e d  t o  work 
as  board s t a f f  s ec re t a ry  i n  August of '74. I remember my f i r s t  
board meeting was up a t  C l a i r  Tappaan Lodge; i t  was the budget 
meeting. [ laughs]  This is a s l i g h t  a s ide ,  bu t  I guess maybe i t  i s  
t y p i c a l  of t h e  way I f e l t  about t he  s i t u a t i o n .  To me, i t  was 
important t o  maintain some l e v i t y  i n  t h e  proceedings. A t  t h a t  



Mil le r :  meeting Nick Clinch, i n  a moment of perhaps boredom with t h e  
d i scuss ion ,  was going through an o l d  New Yorker Magazine t h a t  was 
s i t t i n g  t h e r e  i n  t he  lodge l i v i n g  room, and he  found t h i s  car toon ,  
and i t  had a very l a r g e  bear  i n  t he  zoo g iv ing  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  v i s i t o r s  
t o  t h e  zoo and one zoo keeper saying t o  the  o t h e r ,  "Well, wi th  a l l  
t h e  budget c u t s ,  we've had t o  economize!" [laughs] The bear  i s  
pushing a broom. So I c u t  t he  car toon ou t  and put i t  i n  t h e  b r i e f  
of ac t i ons  of the  board meeting! 

Evans: That was something you d id  f requent ly ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  car toons.  

Mi l l e r :  I t r i e d  to--cartoons o r  l i t t l e  quotes o r  some. things t h a t  were fun  
and t r i e d  t o  l i g h t e n  th ings  up with i t .  But a t  any r a t e ,  one of 
t h e  t h ings  t h a t  I f e l t  and Kent f e l t  was t h a t  the  committees of t h e  
club needed t o  be  looked a t ,  and w e  d id  set up, oh, about a five-page 
ques t ionna i re ,  I be l i eve .  This was something t h a t  we d id  somewhat 
wi th  t h e  IOC,  al though i t  was no t  an I O C  p r o j e c t .  It was a board 
o f f i c e  p r o j e c t .  Paul Swatek was then t r e a s u r e r ,  and he  was involved 
i n  t h i s .  I n  p a r t ,  what we were t r y i n g  t o  see was,what were t h e  
committees doing? what d i d  they th ink  they were doing? d i d  they 
have charges? d id  they know what t h e  charges were? what kind of 
budgets d id  they have? how were they us ing  t h e i r  budgets and-- 

Evans: I f  they had one! 

Mi l l e r :  If they had one. Most of them a t  t h a t  time d id .  They had some kind 
of a budget. It may have been a postage and telephone kind of 'budget ,  
but  a t  l e a s t  they had some kind of a budget. Also, t h e r e  were a 
number of committees t h a t  had e f i s t e d  f o r  a number of years  which, 
a f t e r  review--I say a number, t h e r e  were t h r e e  o r  four--were turned 
i n t o  l i a i s o n s .  One of them was insurance .  There had been an insurance  
committee, bu t  i t  had cons i s t ed  of Robert Howell, one person, f o r  
many years ,  and t h e r e  was no committee. The same th ing  w a s  decided 
a t  that t i m e  about t h e  l i b r a r y ,  t h a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  committee had been 
i n a c t i v e  and s o  a t  t h a t  po in t  i t  was l a i d  down. So we went through 
t h i s  process  of review of committees. 

Evans: It sounds l i k e  t he se  w e r e  mostly i n t e r n a l  committees ; is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ,  o r  w e r e  some of t h e  policy-- 

Mi l le r :  A s  I r e c a l l ,  we d e a l t  a t  t h a t  po in t  p r i n c i p a l l y  wi th  t h e  i n t e r n a l  
committees, and w e  were basing i t  p a r t l y  on the  f a c t  t h a t  i n  1972, 
t he  I O C  had developed recommendations and guide l ines  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  
and opera t ion  of committees. One of the  th ings  was t h a t  members 
should no t  s e r v e  more than  t h r e e  two-year terms and t h a t  people 
shouldn ' t  be  chairman fo reve r  and th ings  of t h i s  na ture .  

S ince  Kent and I had both been a c t i v e  on the  I O C ,  we f e l t  
t h a t  i t  was app rop r i a t e  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  d i d  happen, and one of 
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  was a t  t h a t  t i m e  set up, which had never e x i s t e d  



Mil le r :  before ,  was a s e t  of f i l e s ,  two f o r  each commit t ee .  One was a 
correspondence f i l e  and the  o the r  was i ts  i n t e r n a l  workings, its 
charge, lists of its present  and p a s t  committee members, t h i s  type 
of th ing;  a s o r t  of committee h i s t o r y .  

Then a l s o  we funneled a l l  of t h e  committee expenses, inc luding  
RCCs ,  through t h e  board o f f i c e  s o  t h a t  i t  meant t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  we 
were t r y i n g  t o  keep t r ack  of t h e i r  budgets t o  some ex ten t  and how 
t h e i r  budgets were being spen t .  A t  t h a t  time, t h e  accounting s t a f f  
was having d i f f i c u l t y  providing budget s t a t u s  r e p o r t s .  

Evans: It seems l i k e  Kent's background i n  t h e  counci l  and a s  a chapter  
leader  was a g rea t  advantage t o  h i s  r o l e  a s  p re s iden t  i n  t he  sense  
t h a t  he was an organiza t iona l  kind of person. 

Mil ler :  Yes, I th ink  t h a t  was t rue .  He d id  have some o the r  th ings  t h a t  he 
focused on, energy being one of them, and h e  served a s  t he  c lub ' s  
de lega te  on an American Petroleum I n s t i t u t e  committee. So t h a t  
was one of h i s  o t h e r  major th ings .  But a s  f a r  a s  t h e  opera t ion  of 
t h e  club was concerned, yes ,  I th ink  t h a t  was c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  of h i s  
e f f ec t iveness .  

Antagonism Between the  Council and the  Board 

Evans: Going back a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t he  counci l ,  Kent had l e f t  the  counci l  
a t  t h i s  time and, of course,  you were no longer t h e  counci l  s t a f f  
person. The counci l  was growing because t h e r e  were more and more 
chapters ,  and t h i s  was p a r t  of t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  problem. There was 
i n  t h e  period fol lowing Kent's presidency,  I th ink ,  some antagonism 
toward t h e  counci l .  Could you t a l k  about t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

Mi l le r :  I th ink  it came from a viewpoint t h a t  a number of people he ld ,  and 
some of them have been somewhat involved wi th  t h e  counci l ,  some of 
them had never been involved with t h e  counci l .  But the  counci l  was 
g e t t i n g  too b i g  t o  be an e f f e c t i v e  organiza t ion  f o r  communication 
and f o r  education. I mean i t  was set up t o  dea l  with the  i n t e r n a l  
adminis t ra t ive  p a r t s  of t h e  club.  I th ink  over time i n  various 
d iscuss ions ,  t he  idea  was t h a t  i t  was t o  s e r v e  the  communication 
and t h e  information and education func t ion  among l eade r s ,  and t h a t  
counci l  de lega tes  were expected t o  become educated and t o  car ry  
t h a t  education back t o  t h e i r  chapters  . 

Unfortunately,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when we had a number of new 
chapters ,  one r i g h t  a f t e r  another  and sometimes more than one a t  a 
t i m e ,  new chapters  p a r t i c u l a r l y  tended t o  view the  counci l  de l ega te ' s  
p o s i t i o n  a s  a way t o  ge t  people o r i en t ed  t o  San Francisco and t o  t h e  
na t iona l  operat ion.  



Evans: Come t o  Mecca! 

Mil ler :  Yes, come t o  Mecca, ge t  your reward, t h i s  type of thing.  So i t  was 
very hard t o  enforce one of t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  de l ega te  s e l e c t i o n ,  
which was t h a t  t he  de l ega te  should be a de lega te  f o r  a minimum of 
two years .  It was not wi th  the  i d e a  t h a t  someone should be a dele-  
g a t e  forever ,  although we do have some people s t i l l  on the  counci l  
who have been delegates  f o r  a long time, George Shipway being one 
of them. 

Evans: George and o thers  seem t o  r o t a t e  i n  and out of those r o l e s ,  so  i t ' s  
not quite-- 

Mi l le r :  No, i t ' s  not ,  i t ' s  not .  It h a s n ' t  been absolu te ly  cons tan t ,  bu t  I 
th ink  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  those who have s tayed i n  i t  f o r  a 
long time have a l s o  been people who have been involved and have been 
e f f e c t i v e  leaders .  However, going back, I th ink ,  as I s a i d ,  t he  
antagonism had t o  do with a percept ion t h a t  t he  counci l  was not 
accomplishing these  r o l e s .  The percept ion was on t h e  p a r t  of 
var ious people--I r e c a l l  Holly Jones w r i t i n g  one paper. I say 
"paper" because i t  was t h r e e  o r  four  pages long, a s  I r e c a l l ,  and 
i t  may have been a l e t t e r .  

Evans: Was he on the  board a t  the  time? 

Mi l le r :  No. 

Evans: On the  counci l?  

Mi l le r :  No, he was on ne i the r .  He was a t  t h a t  time, I think,  a c t i v e  i n  t he  
pub l i ca t ions  committee, bu t  I am not  su re  t h a t  he had any o the r  r o l e .  
By then he was of f  of t h e  board, I do be l i eve .  Wait a minute. No, 
I t a k e  i t  back. He may s t i l l  have been on the board then.  Ted 
Snyder was another  person who wrote r a t h e r  ex tens ive  comments 
about t h e  counci l  and about how he  f e l t  i t  might b e t t e r  be perceived. 
Now, I be l i eve ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  Ted's s o l u t i o n  was t h a t  t h e  RCCs should 
t ake  over t he  funct ion of the  council .  

Evans: Of course,  the  counci l  is adminis t ra t ive  and t h e  RCCs a r e  conservat ion 
or ien ted .  

Mi l le r :  This  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing  because i t  is my impression t h a t  
different--RCCs opera te  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  and the  eas t e rn  RCCs-- 

Evans : O r  t h e  non-California ones, perhaps? 

Mi l le r :  No, I say the e a s t e r n  ones because I th ink  the  Midwest and South- 
west RCCs have concentrated much more on conservat ion i s s u e s .  The 
Midwest has  done some very good i n t e r n a l  educat ional  t h ings .  For 



Mil le r :  example, a s  a p a r t  of an RCC weekend, they w i l l  a l s o  br ing  i n  a l l  
of t h e i r  news le t t e r  e d i t o r s  and have a newsle t te r  e d i t o r ' s  education- 
a l  day o r  something, bu t  they don' t  do t h a t  as  (quote) an "RCC 
a c t i v i t y "  but  simply because you a r e  g e t t i n g  a l l  of t hese  people from 
the  chapters  together  anyway, so  l e t ' s  pu t  one more i n  the  ca r .  A t  
l e a s t ,  t h i s  i s  my impression. 

However, t h e  Appalachian RCC, the  Northeast RCC, and Gulf 
Coast--the Southern P la ins ,  I don ' t  know; I had t h e  impression they 
s tayed more wi th  conservation--those o t h e r  t h r e e  a t  l e a s t  seem t o  
f ind  a f a i r  amount of time t o  t a l k  about i n t e r n a l  admin i s t r a t i ve  
chapter  kinds of th ings ,  and s o  I th ink  t h i s  is p a r t l y  t h e  percept ion 
t h a t  Ted was coming from. 

Ted's percept ion of an RCC was t h a t  they did have time i n  one 
weekend's meeting t o  dea l  wi th  these  kinds of problems and t h a t ,  
t he re fo re ,  you should have t h i s  and you should have some kind of 
expanded RCC--what is now c a l l e d  t h e  r eg iona l  v ice-pres ident ' s  
forum; i t  was then t h e  RCC Chairman's Caucus--in which you might 
have a conservat ion de lega te  who might be t h e  chairman and then some- 
one e l s e  who was the  admin i s t r a t i ve  de lega te .  These people would 
meet on a n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  bu t  then you would t ake  t h e  money t h a t  
you weren ' t  us ing  wi th  t h e  counci l  and you would put  i t  back i n t o  
more chapter  and/or  group a c t i v i t y .  

Holly's approach w a s  t o  have--I t h ink  h i s  was not  s o  RCC- 
oriented--smaller reg iona l  counci l s  t h a t  would be admin i s t r a t i ve  
and then  you would have de lega tes  from those  come i n t o  a n a t i o n a l  
body and p a r t  of t h e  money t h a t  was then being spen t  on t h e  counci l  
would be spen t  on doing a l o t  more of t h e  Washington, D.C. ,or ienta-  
t i o n  t r a i n i n g  type of th ing .  Maybe having one person from every 
chapter  come t o  a Washington week-- 

Evans : For lobbying. 

Mi l le r :  For lobbying and f o r  educat ion i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  lobbying e f f o r t .  
Again, I t h i n k  t h i s  came p a r t l y  from Holly. Holly was chairman 
of t h e  wilderness  committee during some of t h i s  per iod of t ime, 
and I t h i n k  h e  f e l t  t h e  need f o r  people t o  be  educated i n  t h a t  way, 
and s o  t h i s  was one way t o  f i n d  funding f o r  it--you t a k e  i t  from 
t h i s  p a r t  of t he  p i e  and pu t  i t  i n t o  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  p i e  which, 
of course,  t h e  S i e r r a  Club budget [ laughs]  has bas i ca l ly  always 
done! They dep ic t  i t  as  a p i e ,  and i t  is t r e a t e d  a s  a p i e .  There 
a r e  bigger  p ieces  and l i t t l e r  p ieces .  

Evans; The two l eade r s ,  Ted Snyder and Holway Jones t h a t  you have ta lked  
about,  made some c r i t i c i s m s  of the  counci l .  Do you f e e l  t h a t  
t hese  c r i t i c i s m s  were i n  any way t r u e ?  Was the counci l  doing 
what i t  was supposed t o  do? Was the re  too  much of a change of 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n  t h i s  per iod t o  accomplish t h e  work a s  we l l  a s  i t  
might have been done? 



Mil le r :  I th ink  t h a t  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  were v a l i d  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of 
hashing and rehashing.  There was a l o t  of educat ing going on by 
e s s e n t i a l l y  throwing people  i n t o  counci l  committee meetings and 
i n t o  counci l  meetings without  enough o r i e n t a t i o n ,  without  enough 
sense  i n  some cases  of what the  committees w e r e  supposed t o  be doing. 
I th ink  t h a t  what has been done--what I mentioned being done with 
t h e  n a t i o n a l  committees--needed t o  be done and had no t  perhaps been 
done a s  wel l  a s  i t  should have been with t he  counci l  committees; 
t h a t  i s ,  t o  determine what t h e i r  charges were and what they r e a l l y  
ought t o  be  accomplishing. 

I th ink  t h e r e  a l s o  was a p o l a r i z a t i o n  between l i t t l e  chapters  
and b ig  chapters ,  and p a r t  of t h i s  had t o  do wi th  dues a l l o c a t i o n s .  
Some of t he  sma l l e r  chap te r s ,  because they had l a r g e  a r e a s ,  and a r ea  
is one of the  f a c t o r s  t h a t  is used i n  a l l o c a t i n g  the t o t a l  po r t i on  
of t h e  dues t h a t  comes back t o  chap te r s ,  i t  r e s u l t e d  i n  chapters  wi th  
q u i t e  smal l  membership g e t t i n g  r a t h e r  l a r g e  per  member a l l o c a t i o n s .  

Evans: Like Alaska, f o r  i n s t ance .  

Miller: Alaska was one; Hawaii was another ,  and some of t h e  mainland chap te r s ,  
t he  lower for ty-e igh t  chap te r s ,  where t h e r e  was a good-sized a r ea  
bu t  a smal l  membership. Then you have very l a r g e  chapters  l i k e  t h e  
San Francisco Bay Chapter and t h e  Angeles Chapter and, t o  some e x t e n t  
probably, t he  A t l a n t i c  Chapter,  who f e l t  t h a t  they were being sho r t -  
changed. I t h i n k  t h i s  tended t o  s l i p  over i n t o  a r ea s 'whe re  i t  r e a l l y  
wasn't  r e l evan t .  There was t h a t  kind of . t h ing  going on, and t h i s  
coming up. 

I th ink  t h a t  another  f a c t o r  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h i s  antagonism o r  ques- 
t i on ing  about t h e  counci l  was t h a t  up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  no t  too many 
people  who had been on t h e  counci l  had go t t en  onto t he  board, and i n  
more r ecen t  yea r s  t he re  has been more movement from the  counci l  t o  
t h e  board. Right now t h e r e  a r e  probably h a l f  a dozen board members 
who e . i t he r  were counci l  members o r  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  counci l  
a c t i v i t i e s .  For example, Joe  Fontaine,  a s  f a r  a s  I know, was never 
a counci l  member, b u t  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the  I O C  a s  t h e  RCC represen- 
t a t i v e  f o r  a couple of years .  

Evans: Bas ica l ly ,  you r e a l l y  have only go t  about fou r  a renas  where a c lub  
member g e t s  n a t i o n a l  exposure a s i d e  from the  board. You have got 
t h e  counci l ;  you have got  t he  RCCs;  you have got committee chairman- 
s h i p s ,  and you have got  s t a f f ,  though only i n  one case  I th ink  has 
t h e r e  been a s t a f f  member who has become a d i r e c t o r  and t h a t  has been 
very r e c e n t l y ,  a c t u a l l y  s i n c e  you l e f t  t he  s t a f f .  So those  a r e  t h e  
fou r  a renas  where people can see o the r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  



The Educatfonal Function of t he  Council 

Mi l le r :  Yes, I th ink  a l s o  one of the  th ings  t h a t  was not  perceived by people 
l i k e  Holly and Ted a s  much a s  i t ' w a s  by those who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  counci l  meetings was the  sense of the  education and the  encourage- 
ment, t h e  sense of-- 

Evans: Of family? 

Mi l le r :  Of family and a moral s t rengthening,  s o r t  o f ;  morale s t rengthening,  
I should say,  not moral. [ laughs] We w i l l  l eave  the  morals a s ide !  

Evans: That word i s  misused a l o t !  

Mi l le r :  But morale s t rengthening  from the interchange between the  chapter  
leaders  coming toge ther  a t  counci l  meetings. A l o t  of t h a t ,  a s  you 
a r e  we l l  aware, does not  happen a t  formal meetings of e i t h e r  t h e  
committees o r  t he  council,. I be l ieve  t h a t  p a r t  of what has been 
accomplished by more recent  leadersh ip  i n  t he  counci l  i s  t h a t  some 
of t h i s  has been i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d ,  i n  a way, and some e f f o r t s  have 
been made t o  provide oppor tuni t ies  f o r  i t  t o  happen i n  more s t r u c t u r e d  
ways. 

The o the r  th ing ,  I th ink ,  t h a t  has changed people's percept ion  
of t he  council--I say "people's," I probably should say the  board's 
percept ion  of the counci l ,  p r i n c i p a l l y ,  and the  counci l  member's 
percept ion  of the council--is t h a t  the  counci l  now only meets twice 
a year ,  whereas when I was f i r s t  assoc ia ted  wi th  i t ,  i t  met four  times 
a year .  It meets f o r  four  days. It s t a r t s  i t s  meetings Thursday 
morning, and counci l  members a r e  expected t o  a t t e n d  the sess ions  on 
Thursday and Friday and then to  a t t e n d  t h e  board and t h e  counci l  
meetings on the  weekend. 

Evans: Do you mean the  counci l  r equ i r e s  a l o t  of commitment? 

Mi l le r :  Yes, i t  requi res  a l o t  of cormnitment. The longer  time does allow much 
more of the educat ional  func t ion  t o  occur. It has allowed the counci l  
execut ive committee t o  s e t  up var ious  kinds of workshops. I th ink  
because of t h a t ,  because they can say t o  a counci l  de lega te ,  "Look, 
he re  we spent  a ha l f  a day on meeting process .  You have had a chance 
t o  r e a l l y  ge t  t h i s  under your be l t . ' '  I n  a sense  they a r e  saying 
t h i s .  I n  f a c t ,  I don' t  th ink  I have heard i t  s t a t e d  i n  s o  many 
words, bu t  i n  a sense they can say ,  "Now, you have got something 
you can go back t o  your chapter  t o  teach,  and you can ' t  say,  'I 
d i d n ' t  l e a r n  anything t h a t  I can teach. ' " So the  back-and-forth 
r o l e  of t he  counci l  de lega te ,  I th ink ,  has been s t rengthened because 
of t h i s .  



Evans: That is  t r u e ,  but  i n  a sense the re  is s t i l l  a problem i n  t h a t  some 
of t h e  counci l  de lega tes  a r e  not  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  meetings of t he  
board so  t h a t  p a r t  of the  exchange t h a t  i s  going on i n  the r e s t  of 
t h e  meeting they a r e  not  pr ivy  t o ,  and t h a t  is one th ing  t h a t  they 
have t o  ge t  t o .  

Mil ler :  Yes, i t  has been a quest ion i n  my mind ever s i n c e  they s t a r t e d  running 
them simultaneously, and my impression was a t  t h i s  l a s t  meeting t h a t  
t he re  was a r e a l l y  s t r o n g  d e s i r e  on the p a r t  of both board and counci l  
members t o  t r y  t o  r e so lve  t h i s  and work i t  out  i n  some way s o  t h a t  
t h e r e  w i l l  not be concurrent meetings. 

Evans: These a r e  t he  two major bodies? 

Mi l le r :  Yes, t h a t ' s  i t .  There may be concurrent meetings of committees and 
t h i s  kind of th ing ,  although they seem t o  have done f a i r l y  we l l  the 
l a s t  couple of times i n  allowing p r e t t y  long meetings f o r  t h e  committees 
t h a t  f e l t  they needed i t .  I mean, t he  membership committee met a l l  
day on Friday, and they seem t o  f e e l  t h a t  they needed i t  and t h a t  
they used i t  wel l .  

Evans: That ' s  t rue ,  bu t  how many counci l  de lega tes  a r e  on t h a t  committee t h a t  
missed o the r  p a r t s  of the  se s s ion?  I guess t h a t  is the  quest ion when 
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about concurrent meetings t h a t  a r e  important.  

Mi l le r :  Yes, i t  is  d i f f i c u l t .  It makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a person t o  a t t e n d  
more than one o r  two d i f f e r e n t  kinds of th ings ,  bu t  I do f e e l  t h a t  
some of those education funct ions have been thought about,  and they 
have been d e l i b e r a t e l y  looked a t  and worked a t  and incorporated,  and 
I be l ieve  t h a t  t h i s  i s  p a r t l y  why the re  is a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t he  counci l  
is more e f f e c t i v e  and doing more of what i t  was supposed t o  do. 

Evans: You mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  p a r t  of t he  change and the  percept ion of 
t he  counci l  on the  p a r t  of t h e  d i r e c t o r s  may be because some of t h e  
d i r e c t o r s  were on the  counci l .  I th ink  perhaps t h a t  i n  a couple of 
instances--and granted t h i s  i s  mostly s i n c e  you l e f t  the s taff--but  
t h e r e  have been a couple of d i r e c t o r s  who have been very ,  very--I 
want t o  use the  word p r o t e c t i v e ,  bu t  t h a t  i s n ' t  right--have been 
the  chapters '  vo ice  on t h e  board t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t he  chapters  and 
t h e  groups a r e  represented,  t h a t  t h e i r  concerns a r e  represented,  
whether o r  not they a r e  a c t u a l l y  voiced o r  verba l ized  t h a t  way. 
Director  [Marty] F luhar ty ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  i s  probably on the  cu r r en t  
board - t he  major voice  of the chapters  and groups. I th ink  t h a t  i s  
p a r t i a l l y  t h e  reason there  has been a change of percept ion of people 
t h e r e  t h a t  a r e  doing the  n i t t y - g r i t t y  work i n  making s u r e  t h e  chapters  
and groups ge t  t h e i r  due. 

Mi l le r :  I th ink  t h a t  i s  t rue .  I th ink  a l s o  t h a t  some board members--and 
c e r t a i n l y  Marty Fluharty is  one--some members of t h e  board have taken 
i t  upon themselves, and Director  Fontaine is another one, t h a t  they 



Mil le r :  have a r e a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a s  much a s  t h e i r  o the r  du t i e s  and l i f e  
w i l l  permit them, t o  be i n  contac t  with chapters  and groups and not  
t o  simply e x i s t  a s  a board over here  and chapters  and groups some- 
where over here and never t h e  twain s h a l l  meet. I th ink  t h a t  t o  the  
ex t en t  t h a t  t h e  club can s e e  i ts  way c l e a r  t o  f inanc ing  more of 
t h a t ,  i t  w i l l  g r e a t l y  increase  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  c lub ,  and I would 
not  be a t  a l l  su rp r i s ed  t o  s e e  the  proposed na t iona l  assembly--if 
i t  goes w e l l ,  and I c e r t a i n l y  hope i t  w i l l  because i t ' s  an idea  t h a t  
I have f e l t  s t rongly  f o r  a long time had a l o t  of merit--that i t  
might very w e l l  c r e a t e  more demands f o r  t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  

Assessment of Changes i n  t h e  Board's Role 

Evans: Do you s e e  t h e  board's r o l e  i n  t h e  club changing over t h e  f i f t e e n  o r  
s o  yea r s  you have been involved, o r  how do you s e e  i t  changing? It 
has  obviously changed. What kind of changes have you seen s ince ,  
say,  1969 o r  '70. 

Mi l le r :  I th ink  t h a t  one of t he  more obvious ones is t h a t  a s  t h e  RCCs have 
become s t ronge r  and more confident  i n  t h e i r  a r eas ,  t h e r e  a r e  fewer 
reg iona l  conservat ion i s sues  being brought t o  t he  board. Occasion- 
a l l y ,  they a r e  brought t o  t h e  board when the re  i s  an RCC's  percep- 
t i o n  . that  i t  w i l l  make t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  s t ronge r  i f  they have a n a t i o n a l  
s ta tement .  But t he re  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  fewer reg iona l  i s s u e s  being 
brought t o  t he  board i n  terms of conservation. . 

Evans : The pol icy is  more broad brush, then? 

Mi l le r :  Yes, i t ' s  more broad brush, and most of t he  bas i c  policy--and he re  
I am echoing comments t h a t  I know Mike McCloskey has made i n  my 
hear ing ,  and t o  some exten t  o the r  members of t he  conservat ion s t a f f  
f e e l  t h i s  too--that most of t h e  b a s i c  conservat ion pol icy  probably 
had been p r e t t y  wel l  enunciated by t h e  l a t e  s even t i e s  and t h a t  t he  
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  the board would dea l  wi th  would e i t h e r  be t o t a l l y  new 
i s s u e s ,  of which t h e r e  a r e n ' t  too many, o r  exp l i ca t ions ,  r ev i s ions ,  
refinements of pol icy.  

I th ink  another  th ing  is t h a t  t h e  board has gone through a 
per iod of d i s t r u s t  of s t a f f  when i t  came t o  handling t h e  budget. 
The board has now seemingly, a t  l e a s t  a t  t h i s  po in t ,  reached a 
s i t u a t i o n  where they a r e  much more w i l l i n g  t o  t ake  t h e  work of the 
s t a f f  and t h e  work of t he  budget committee (which includes members 
of the  board) i n s t ead  of having t o  dea l  wi th  each and every l i n e  
item. I mean, a budget s e s s i o n  of the  board, which was the ea r ly  
f a l l  s e s s ion ,  used t o  mean e s s e n t i a l l y  going through every l i n e  
i tem i n  the  budget, and i t  made i t  an horrendous process  f o r  a l l  
concerned, a very uncomfortable process ,  and I th ink  w a s  f rankly  



Miller: n o t  a r e a l l y  w i s e  u s e  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s '  t i m e .  I f  they t r u s t e d  t h e  
p e o p l e  t h a t  they p u t  on t h e  budget committee, and i f  they t r u s t e d  
the .  s t a f f  members, t h e n  I t h i n k  t h a t  they would do w e l l  t o  fo l low 
t h e  course  t h a t  they s e e m  t o  b e  more r e c e n t l y  fo l lowing  and t h a t  i s  
i n  most c a s e s  t o  s a y ,  "These are t h e  recommendations and,  w i t h  pe r -  
haps  some excep t ions ,  we a c c e p t  t h e s e , "  r a t h e r  than  spend a  l o t  of 
t i m e  h a s s l i n g  over  i t .  So t h a t ' s  a n o t h e r  a r e a .  

Of course ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  i t  was proposed b e f o r e  1970 t h a t  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club should have a n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a s  w e l l  a s  an  e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r  and a  conserva t ion  d i r e c t o r .  That a d m i n i s t r a t o r  was n o t  
h i r e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  s t a f f .  M r .  [Len] L e v i t t  was h i r e d  i n  
'79 o r  '78. I t h i n k  i t  was '79 because  I t h i n k  i t  was a f t e r  1 . w e n t  
t o  Hawaii. So t h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  change because Mike McCloskey i s  n o t  
t r y i n g  t o  hand le  a l l  of t h o s e  v a r i o u s  f a c e t s .  

I n  one s e n s e ,  what had happened p r e v i o u s l y ,  i t  seems t o  m e  a t  
l e a s t ,  was because h e  was t r y i n g  t o  do more t h a n  was humanly p o s s i b l e ,  
some of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t h i n g s  were a c t u a l l y  ending up a t  t h e  
board where they  d i d n ' t  belong.  Now w i t h  t h e  administrator,presumably, 
some of t h o s e  t h i n g s  a r e  n o t .  I a n  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  
a l l  i s  r o s e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I am n o t  t h a t  p r i v y  t o  a l l  t h a t  i s  going 
on, b u t  I do have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  sometimes on t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
s i d e  of t h i n g s ,  t h e  [ s t a f f ]  peop le  a r e  n o t  a s  aware a s  they need t o  
be o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  f a c e t s  of t h e  c l u b ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a tendency t o  
be more s t a f f - o r i e n t e d .  

Evans : There could  b e  some s e n s i t i v i t y  t r a i n i n g  then.  

Miller: I t h i n k  t h a t  might be  a  good way t o  approach i t!  [ laughs]  Perhaps 
a n  educa t ion  a t  t h a t  l e v e l .  [ t a p e  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

The Chhpter Serv ices  O f f i c e  

Evans: Susan,  l e t ' s  l e a v e  t h e  board and go back t o  t h e  department of cosmic 
g l u e .  I n  your  d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s  a t  t h e  c lub ,  you became known a s  
q u i t e  a  phenomena f o r  knowing where t h i n g s  belonged and what had 
happened over  t i m e .  Can you t e l l  us about t h e  c h a p t e r  s e r v i c e s  
o f f i c e  t h a t  you worked i n ,  and how i t  grew and changed i n  t h e  c l u b ?  

Miller: I took o v e r  t h e  c h a p t e r  s e r v i c e s  o f f i c e  i n  December of '71.  A t  t h a t  
i t m e ,  C h r i s t i e  Hakin had been doing t h a t  and a l s o  doing q u i t e  a  b i t  
of  work i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ' s  o f f i c e .  A t  t h a t  t ime, c h a p t e r  
s e r v i c e s  e s s e n t i a l l y  was keeping t r a c k  of t h e  l i s t  of S i e r r a  Club 
l e a d e r s  and a c t i v i s t s .  It was cons idered  a c t u a l l y  a  f u n c t i o n  of 
t h e  c o u n c i l  i n  a  way. The c o u n c i l  p a i d  p a r t  of t h e  s a l a r y  of t h a t  
person because  i t  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r s  and t h e  



Mil le r :  groups. It d e a l t  wi th  a new group formation s o  t h a t  when people 
wrote i n  and s a i d ,  "Is the re  a S i e r r a  Club i n  my a rea ,  and i f  t h e r e  
i s n ' t ,  I would l i k e  t o  s t a r t  one," and s o  f o r t h ;  those  l e t t e r s  came 
t o  chapter  s e ~ c e s .  

The leadersh ip  lists a t  t h a t  time were kept on xerox l a b e l s ,  and 
you had one l a b e l  f o r  each s e t  of l ists.  There had been developed a 
number of lists, and when I was working wi th  i t ,  we developed a number 
more. 

Evans: More than f i f t y  by the  time you l e f t ,  weren ' t  t he re?  

Mi l le r :  We d idn ' t  have a c t u a l l y  f i f t y  lists. I th ink  we had about t h i r t y -  
f i v e .  W e  used h igher  numbers f o r  some th ings .  But these  were coded 
--that is,  i f  a person was a l eade r ,  you could code t h e  computer f o r  
t h e i r  being on these  l is ts ,  b u t  because a l l  our computer f a c i l i t i e s  
were a t  a s e r v i c e  bureau and we maybe updated t h e  l i s t - - t h e  s e r v i c e  
bureau tapes--twice a month, we couldn ' t  j u s t  ge t  a l i s t  of f  of t h e  
computer j u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  

So w e  had t o  maintain the  l ists on the  computer; we maintained 
t h e  l ists on t h e  xerox l a b e l s ,  and because many l eade r s  wore more 
than one h a t ,  we might have a person who appeared on f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  
l is ts .  That meant they had a l a b e l  on each l is t ,  which meant t h a t  
you had t o  cross-reference every l a b e l  f o r  i ts o the r  l i s t .  So t o  
do t h a t ,  I s e t  up a system using a roladex and an a lphabe t i c  f i l e  
s o  t h a t  you had an i n d i c a t i o n  of who was a chapter  chairman and 
a l s o  a de l ega te  t o  an RCC and maybe s a t  on t h e  wilderness  committee 
o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  -There would be  a card t h a t  i nd ica t ed  a l l  
of those connections and t h a t  way i f  you made any change, you would 
know where e l s e  you had t o  change t h e  cross-references.  Then the re  
was a l s o  a roladex f i l e  t h e r e  t h a t  was f o r  each l is t ,  s o  t h a t  i f  t h e  
l a b e l s  disappeared, which happened on occasion, they could be r ec rea t ed .  

We a l s o  pu t  t he  alphabet  l i s t  on the  magnetic t a p e  typewri te r  
which the club had acquired about the time t h a t  I got  i n t o  chapter  
s e r v i c e s ,  and we s t a r t e d  t o  use  i t  about two years  l a t e r .  That 
allowed us t o  produce a lphabe t i c  lists of t h e  e n t i r e  club leader -  
s h i p ,  and we made an  e f f o r t  t o  o f f e r  these t o  each incoming l eade r  
who was asked i f  they were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t hese  and i n  s p e c i f i c  
l ists.  So we t r i e d  t o  convey t h a t  kind of information. 

What we ended up wi th  was a c t u a l l y  two and a h a l f  people work- 
ing  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  because we a l s o  s o r t  of drew i n t o  t h a t  o f f i c e  
a l l  of t h e  var ious  types of information t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e  about 
t h e  club and what now i s  i n  information s e r v i c e s  was a c t u a l l y  a 
func t ion  of t h a t  o f f i c e .  

Evans : Including the conservat ion r e l a t e d  things ? 



Mil le r :  Including those th ings  which had been put up a s  some s o r t  of re- 
p r i n t .  We had those  a s  wel l .  I f  i t  was spec i f i c - i s sue  pol icy  and 
t h a t  s o r t  of th ing ,  we d idn ' t .  Pol icy h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  type of t h ing ,  
was no t  something t h a t  w e  d e a l t  with.  But we d id  have information 
shee t s  on-- 

Evans: But It was mostly i n t e r n a l ?  

Mi l le r :  Mostly i n t e r n a l ,  yes .  

Evans: A s  I r e c a l l ,  Margaret Arbogast Watson was handling t h e  information 
se rv i ces  r o l e  about t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you were doing t h a t .  

Mi l le r  : It was a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  a c tua l ly .  More of ours  was i n t e r n a l ,  and 
some of it was conservation. The o the r  funct ion we served was 
simply t h a t  counci l  de lega tes  and t h e  o the r  chapter  l eade r s  knew 
t h a t  i f  they contacted our o f f i c e  with a ques t ion ,  we would know 
where t o  forward i t .  We crea ted  t h e  f i r s t  d i r ec to ry  of s t a f f  
s e rv i ces  and kept t h a t  up-to-date. 

Evans: I am no t  even su re  t h a t  i s  produced anymore. 

Mi l le r :  It is  incorporated i n  t he  chapter  and group l eade r ' s  landbook. I 
don' t  know t o  what ex ten t  i t ' s  going t o  be updated, bu t  a t  t h e  time 
it  seemed t o  r e a l l y  help people and again the  idea  was t h a t  i f  t he se  
people d idn ' t  know where t o  t u rn ,  o r  i f  they had turned the re  and 
had not  had a s a t i s f a c t o r y  response, they would contact  us .  

Evans : Which is sometimes the  case. 

Mi l le r :  Yes, t h a t  sometimes happens. So we ended up wi th  a c t u a l l y  two f u l l -  
time people o r  two and a h a l f ,  and t h e  ha l f  person was Eugenia 
Lashenko. She came t o  us under t he  Jobs f o r  Older Americans program, 
and she worked a s  a p a r t  of t h a t  program f o r  a whi le  and then a c t u a l l y  
became a s t a f f  member. She handled t h e  f u l f i l l i n g  of orders  f o r  a l l  
of t hese  kinds of information. Then a l s o  we had a system of keeping 
t r a c k  of t he  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  a l l  of t h e  chapters  and groups and sending 
out  forms t o  them--the infamous b lue  sheet--which s t i l l  e x i s t s  and 
s t i l l  bedevi l s  people. The form has changed a l o t  s i n c e  then,  bu t  
we s t a r t e d  those.  I guess i n  t h a t  r o l e  I was responsible  f o r  develop- 
ing  a l o t  of informational  types of th ings ,  e i t h e r  th ings  t o  send 
information out  o r  th ings  t o  b r ing  information i n  and then making 
t h a t  information a v a i l a b l e  t o  people. 



Evans: That r o l e  i s  now i n  a d i f f e r e n t  department, I th ink;  a t  l e a s t  t h e  
i n t e r n a l  th ings  now go through t h e  execut ive o f f  i c e s  and information 
se rv i ces  handles most of t h e  conservat ion th ings ,  bu t  i t  has been 
a t tached  t o  t h e  pub l i c  a f f a i r s  department. 

Mi l le r :  Yes, and t h e  1eaders.hip se rv i ces  office-- 

Evans: Now i t  is fou r  fu l l - t ime s t a f f  members. 

Mi l le r :  Yes, which incorpora tes  t he  l a b e l  order ing  which used t o  be in-member 
records.  So i t  is incorporated i n  some o the r  t h ings ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  
another aspect  of what was once done i n  t h i s  chapter  s e rv i ces  frame- 
work. 

Evans: Considering how much t h e  club i t s e l f  has grown i n  those in te rvening  
t e n  yea r s ,  i t  is not  s u r p r i s i n g .  

Mi l le r :  No. [ tape  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  

The Board: Pat t e r n s  of Change 

Evans: I th ink  one of t h e  things we have seen  i n  t he  club over t h e  l a s t  
few yea r s ,  i n  terms of t he  board, i s  t h a t  whi le .  t h e  board used t o  be 
dominated by Ca l i fo rn i a  members, t h i s  has become l e s s  and l e s s  so .  
What o the r  kinds of p a t t e r n s ,  e i t h e r  c y c l i c a l  o r  otherwise,  have 
you seen  on the  board i n  your years  as  a s t a f f  member? 

Mi l le r :  One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  seems t o  me t o  b e  t r u e ,  and I c e r t a i n l y  
haven ' t  gone back and documented i t ,  b u t  i t ' s  a sense  t h a t  t he  board 
s h i f t s  from being a f a i r l y  cohesive group usua l ly ,  through a p o l a r i -  
za t ion  where t h e r e  w i l l  be  perhaps a nine-to-six o r  eight-to-seven 
v o t e  on a l o t  of i s s u e s ,  t o  a s i t u a t i o n  where t h e r e  i s  p o l a r i z a t i o n  
which e s s e n t i a l l y  is centered  around t h e  execut ive committee a s  one 
group and, a s  we discussed e a r l i e r ,  t he  "outer ten" a s  the  o the r  
group. I n  t u rn ,  t h e  i n t e r n a l  workings, i f  you w i l l ,  of t he  board-- 
t h e  waytheyopera te  a s  a board--affects very s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t he  a c t i v e  
members ' percept ions . 

Evans: The. members of t he  club do you mean? 

Mi l le r :  The club membersq percept ion,  t h e  club l e a d e r s '  percept ion ,  and by 
l eade r s  I am t a l k i n g  about those t h r e e  thousand o r  some people on 
those l ists t h a t  we r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those who 
a r e  a c t i v e  a t  a na t iona l  l e v e l .  But t h e i r  percept ion  when t h e r e  
was the  five-member execut ive committee and the  ou te r  t e n  p o l a r i -  
za t ion ,  was o f t en  based on the  sense  of f r u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  those ou te r  
t e n  f e l t  t h a t  was communicated t o  t he  o the r  leaders  t h a t  they r e l a t e d  



Mil le r :  t o  i n  t h e i r  var ious home areas .  So then t h e r e  would be s o r t  of a 
general  sense of malaise and "something is  wrong1' and "something 
h a s  got t o  be f ixed , "  and y e t  from the  po in t  of view of those o ther  
l e a d e r s  f u r t h e r  out  i n  t he  s t r u c t u r e  o r  f u r t h e r  away from board 
meetfngs , a sense t h a t  they couldn ' t  do much about i t .  

Evans: Did t h i s  tend t o  happen, do you th ink ,  when a l l  o r  most of t he  
board 's  execut ive committee was composed of s t rong  people o r  when 
the re  was one o r  two persons a s  s o r t  of a s i n g l e  fo rce ,  a very s t r o n g  
p re s iden t  with maybe one o the r  o f f i c e r  who was very s t rong?  Did you 
have any sense  of t h a t  a t  a l l ,  without  neces sa r i l y  naming names? 

Mil ler :  I don' t  know whether I could sense  any co r re l a t ion .  I th ink  i t  
perhaps depends more on the  percept ion of the board members a s  t o  
t h e i r  r o l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  board o f f i c e r s ,  whether t h e i r  r o l e  i s  
b a s i c a l l y  t o  be a board o f f i c e r  and do whatever func t ion  has been 
delegated t o  them. 

By the  way, speaking of func t ions  delegated t o  them, I do f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  board has come a long way, and t h i s  is  pr imar i ly  s i n c e  the 

. time I was a s t a f f  member, i n  a c t u a l l y  s e t t i n g  down i n  black-and- 
white  and on paper what t he  job r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e ,  no t  only of a 
d i r e c t o r  i n  genera l ,  b u t  a l s o  what t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of 
each execut ive committee member i s .  This,  I th ink ,  cannot b u t  help 
t o  make b e t t e r  execut ive committees because when people accept  a 
pos i t i on ,  they know what w i l l  be expected of them and what responsi- 
b i l i t i e s  they a r e  expected t o  undertake. I th ink  t h i s  is very help- 

' f u l ,  and i t  d i d n ' t  always e x i s t  i n  the  p a s t ,  so  each person made 
t h e i r  own r o l e s  a s  they saw them. 

Evans: Of course,  p a r t  of t h i s ,  I expect ,  was d i c t a t e d  by how f a r  t h a t  
person l i v e d  from San Francisco o r  whatever a c t i o n  they were pr ivy 
to .  

Mi l le r :  Yes, I would agree  with t h a t  and communication among board members 
h a s  occurred on very d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s .  1, know t h a t  when Brant 
ICalkin] w a s  p r e s iden t ,  he f e l t  t h a t  one of t he  ways t o  communicate 
was t o  w r i t e  s o r t  of an i n t e r n a l  newsle t te r ,  and he did t h i s  
pe r iod ica l ly ,  and we would send i t  around t o  t he  board members. 
This  was not something t h a t ,  as  f a r  a s  I know, got  d i s t r i b u t i o n  much 
beyond t h e  board members, bu t  i t  was a way of keeping them a l l  i n  
touch. 

B i l l  F u t r e l l ' s  way was by phone. He used t h e  phone a g r e a t  
deal .  Now, he w a s ,  by v i r t u e  of h i s  job, much more t i e d  down than 
some o the r  p re s iden t s ,  so he used t h e  telephone t o  communicate 
wi th  various board members, wi th  RCC chairmen, and he a l s o  took the  
approach with RCC chairmen t h a t  they were s o r t  of h i s  extension i n  
t h e i r  region. Again, i t ' s  t o  some ex ten t  how each person uses i t ,  
what t h e i r  cons t r a in t s  a r e .  There i s  t h i s  th ing  about "Is there  
l i f e  ' a f t e r ' ? "  Well, t h e r e  i s  a l s o  "Is there  l i f e  except a s ' ? "  



Mil le r :  I l aughter ]  Most of our  board members o r  many of our board members 
have o the r  S i e r r a  Club r o l e s .  They have o the r  r o l e s  t h a t  they p lay  
i n  t h e i r  own communities and a s  providers  o r  breadwinners and as 
p ro fe s s iona l  people and s o  f o r t h ,  s o  t h e i r  time is  cons t ra ined  by a l l  
of those var ious th ings .  

Some of our  board members over t he  yea r s ,  too,  have been very 
much s ing l e - i s sue  board members. Some of t h e i r  i s s u e s  w e r e s p e c i f i c a l l y  
conservat ion r e l a t e d .  I mean there  would be c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  conserva- 
t i o n  issues-- 

Evans : Clean a i r ,  Alaska-- 

Miller: --Clean a i . r ,  Alaska, energy, i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  wilderness;  each of 
these ,  I th ink  a t  var ious t i m e s  have had t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  advocates- 
on t he  board, and you can know darn w e l l  t h a t  i f  those i s s u e s  come 
up, t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  person i s  going t o  r e a l l y  pu t  a l o t  of 
a t  t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t .  

Evans: And most of t h e  o the r  d i r e c t o r s  t o  do t h e  same. 

Miller: Y e s ,  and then a t  t h e  same t i m e  many of them, when t h e r e  i s  more than 
a s i n g l e  i s s u e  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  pu t  less emphasis on being a board 
member and more emphasis on t h e i r  i s sue .  A t  one t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  s o r t  
of an unders-tanding i n  t h e  nominating committee procedures.  I don ' t  
know t h a t  i t  has ever  been w r i t t e n  down, b u t  one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  
would be  asked of pe r spec t ive  nominees, when they wrote  t h e i r  s t a t e -  
ments f o r  t h e  b a l l o t ,  was t o  s t a t e  how they f e l t  about t h e i r  r o l e  a s  
a d i r e c t o r .  

I th ink  t h e  ques t ion  may s t i l l  be  asked, b u t  i t  has g o t t e n  away 
from the i d e a  of t h e  d i r e c t o r  as  being someone who has  t o  have the  
whole pe r spec t ive  of t h e  c lub  i n  mind. I persona l ly  f e e l  t h a t  some 
people have been e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  board on s i n g l e  i s s u e s .  Their b a l l o t  
s tatements have been s i n g l e  i s s u e  b a l l o t  s t a  tements , and I see 
r e a l l y  no o t h e r  b a s i c  reason why they probably go t  e l ec t ed .  

Evans: One always hopes t h a t  a person w i l l  pu t  a s i d e  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  reg iona l -  
i t i e s ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  and t r y  t o  work f o r  t h e  good of t h e  whole club 
when h e  o r  s h e  becomes a d i r e c t o r .  

Mi l le r :  Y e s ,  I would agree  t h a t  one would hope t h a t  t h a t  would be t h e  case.  
I th ink  i t  has  been i n  some cases ,  and i t  has no t  been i n  o t h e r  
cases .  I t ape  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  



Retirement and R e c o ~ n i t i o n  bv t h e  Club 

Evans: Susan, you l e f t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club s t a f f  about f i v e  years  ago. You 
received a s i n g u l a r  honor from t h e  organiza t ion  when you l e f t ,  
something t h a t  has never happened before and may never happen again.  
Could you t e l l  us about the Susan Mi l l e r  award? 

Mi l le r :  I laughs]  The f i r s t  I knew about t h e  Susan Mi l l e r  award, I guess i t  
was Saturday af ternoon and t h e  counci l  was meeting up a t  Cogswell 
College on Stockton S t r e e t .  Jean Gahagan had been working with me-- 
under me--as aounci l  s t a f f  s e c r e t a r y ,  and s o  she  was up a t  the  counci l  
meeting, and I was with Lois Mack (who was going t o  take my p lace)  
a t  t he  board execut ive committee meeting because a t  t h a t  time, t h a t  
was how they were dea l ing  with the  problem of t ry ing  t o  have t h e  two 
meetings concurrent ly.  They had the execut ive committee meeting 
during the  time t h a t  the  counci l  met, with t he  i d e a  t h a t  fewer people 
needed t o  be involved i n  t h a t .  

So I was the re  with Lois s o r t  of being a backup and re ference  
and a l l ,  and a l l  of a sudden, Brant Calkin, who was the outgoing 
pres ident ,  appeared a t  my shoulder  and whispered i n  my ea r  t h a t  Jean 
seemed t o  be having r e a l  t roub le .  

Evans: There was a c r i s i s  of some kind.  

1 1  Yes, t he re  was this c r i s i s ,  and t h a t  she was i n  t e a r s  and nobody 
seemed t o  be a b l e  t o  f i g u r e  out  what was wrong, and would I p l ease  
come up t o  t h e  counci l  meeting. So l i t t l e  suspect ing what was happen- 
ing ,  I went up and, as  I r e c a l l ,  you accompanied us up the  h i l l .  
Going up t h a t  h i l l  was something e l s e !  We got  up t o  t h e  meeting, 
and we came i n  s o r t  of a t  the  back of t he  meeting, and I looked 
over ,  and Jean looked p e r f e c t l y  hea l thy .  [ laughter]  

Evans : Her I r i s h  eyes were smiling! 

Mi l le r :  Yes, she. d idn ' t  appear t o  have been crying o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  
So a t  t h a t  po in t ,  i t  was announced t h a t  the  counci l  had e s t ab l i shed  
t h e  Susan E. Mi l l e r  Chapter Serv ice  Award of which none t o  t h r e e  
were t o  be given annually.  The way i t  works i s  t h a t  each chapter  
may nominate someone f o r  a chapter  s e r v i c e  award, s o  the re  can be 
f i f t y - t h r e e  chapter  s e r v i c e  awards i f  t h a t  many chapters  nominated 
someone t h a t  t h e  committee f e l t  had done the  r e q u i s i t e  things and 
then of those people,  zero t o  t h r e e  may be named as  r e c i p i e n t s  
of the Susan E. Mi l l e r  Chapter Serv ice  Award. The b a s i c  i d e a  was, 
as I understood i t ,  t h a t  these  awards a r e  f o r  people who have worked 
i n  the i n t e r n a l  p a r t s  of t h e  club. 

Evans : Fund r a i s i n g ,  membership-- 



Mil le r :  --Fund r a i s i n g ,  membership, general  o rganiza t ion ,  j u s t  keeping t h e  
l o c a l  departments of cosmic glue.  I r e a l l y  can ' t  say  how i t  f e l t .  
It was r e a l l y  amazing and c e r t a i n l y  f a r  more moving, I th ink ,  than 
t o  have received an award myself. I w a s  most shocked. 

///I 
Evans: The club named an award a f t e r  you, bu t  a yea r  ago, I had t h e  g rea t  

p r i v i l e g e  and p l easu re  of accept ing an award f o r  you s i n c e  you 
weren ' t  i n  San Francisco a t  the  time of t h e  annual meeting. A member 
of t h e  honors and awards committee asked me t o  accept  an award f o r  
you, and a t  f i r s t  I wasn ' t  t o l d  what i t  was going t o  be, and then  I 
came t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  was t h e  William Colby Award, which i s ,  i n  
my own es t imat ion ,  t h e  h ighes t  award t h a t  t h e  club can g ive  t o  one 
of i ts  members. Marty Fluharty,  who is an o ld  f r i e n d  of yours ,  
presented t h e  award, and I accepted i t ,  and i t  was wi th  a g r e a t  d e a l  
of g l e e  t h a t  we c a l l e d  you i n  Honolulu a f t e r  t h e  annual dinner  t o  
t e l l  you about t h e  award. What was your f e e l i n g  when we gave you 
t h e  phone c a l l ,  and what were the  thoughts t h a t  you had? 

Mi l le r :  I r e c a l l  t h a t  you asked m e  i f  I was s tanding  up when I answered t h e  
phone, o r  you suggested t h a t  I s i t  down--I guess t h a t  was it--and I 
was already s e a t e d ,  bu t  I was completely astounded, I r e a l l y  was. 
I don't  r e c a l l  t h a t  I s a i d  i t  t o  you, b u t  I know t h a t  I put  i n t o  
t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  I wrote  t o  Joe  Fontaine t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  I could 
r e c a l l ,  a l l  of t h e  people t h a t  I knew of who had go t t en  the  William 
E. Colby Award had been volunteers  f o r  a t  l e a s t  twenty yea r s ,  so I 
f e l t  i t  committed me t o  doing a l o t  more [ laughs]  because, a f t e r  a l l ,  
a t  t h a t  time I had been a volunteer  f o r  about four  y e a r s ,  and I d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  I had done t h e  same--really as much--= t h e  people 
who had go t t en  t h a t  award. It was most, most s u r p r i s i n g .  

Evans: Well, t h e  cont r ibu t ions  you made t o  t he  club as a s t a f f  member 
c e r t a i n l y  included a l o t  of vo lunteer  time. You were known as a 
s t a f f  person who has always been w i l l i n g  t o  give whatever i t  took 
t o  ge t  t h e  job done, whether i t  was between the hours of n i n e  t o  
f i v e  o r  no t .  I th ink  t h a t  you gave a l o t  of vo lunteer  hours., and 
you gave with t h e  s p i r i t  of vo lunteers  i n  many of t he  th ings  t h a t  
you d id ,  and I th ink  t h a t ' s  p a r t  of i t .  

I th ink  t h i s  i s  a l s o  a s i g n a l  t o  some of t h e  club membership 
t h a t  t h e  club does know how t o  honor i t s  s t a f f  persons when they 
m e r i t  t he  kind of--I h a t e  t o  use the  word "reward"--but t h e  kind of 
recogni t ion  t h a t  you were given last year .  Also Brock Evans, who 
is a f ormer s t a f f  member, b u t  now a member of t h e  board, a l s o  was 
given t h e  John Muir Award f o r  conservat ion work, and Mike McCloskey, 
of course,  was honored by the  club and t h e  board with the  Muir Award. 



New Perspect ives  a s  a Club Volunteer 

Evans: You have been o f f  of t he  s t a f f  now f o r  a l i t t l e  b i t  more than f i v e  
years ,  and you have been a c t i v e  wi th  t h e  Honolulu group of t h e  
Hawaii Chapter and, of course,  you don't  g e t  t o  San Francisco a s  
o f t en ,  bu t  you s t i l l  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  a p a r t  of t h e  club and i t s  
organizat ion.  How does i t  f e e l  being a volunteer  now as being 
d i f f e r e n t  from being a s t a f f  member, and how do you f e e l  about your 
years  on t h e  s t a f f ?  

Mi l le r :  I th ink  being a volunteer ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a volunteer  i n  a 
chapter  t h a t  i s  as  f a r  away from San Francisco a s  anybody is-- 
[ laughter ]  

Evans: We do have members i n  Guam, as I r e c a l l ,  bu t  no chapter  there!  

Mi l le r :  Very few, very few. There i s  a f r u s t r a t i o n .  I can understand a 
l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t he  f r u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  was evidenced sometimes by l eade r s  
whi le  I was on s t a f f  i n  terms of why th ings  d i d n ' t  happen t h a t  were 
expected t o  happen when you thought you had done the  r i g h t  th ing!  
Then I don' t know whether I f e e l  t h i s  problem more acute ly  than o the r  
volunteers  who had been a c t i v e  i n  a leadersh ip  r o l e  f o r  a long time. 
I do have a sense  of l a c k  of information.  

Evans: The word doesn ' t  g e t  ou t?  

Mil ler :  The word doesn ' t  ge t  ou t ,  o r  a l l  of a sudden I w i l l  hear t h a t  some- 
th ing  is happening, and I haven't  heard anything preliminary t o  i t .  
It is j u s t  a l l  of a sudden t h e r e  full-blown. Many years  ago i n  
discussions about what the  S i e r r a  Club Newsletter,  now c a l l e d  
The Forum, should be, the  I O C  t a lked  about us ing  i t  as  a means of 
i n t e r n a l  communication, o r  l e t t i n g  t h e  volunteer  leadersh ip  have 
more of a running view of what was happening. I th ink  t h a t  the  
po in t  of view s t i l l  has some v a l i d i t y ,  and the re  is  some need f o r  
it. 

Again, a s  I say ,  i t  is a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  t e l l  whether 
p a r t  of t h a t  t h a t  I f e e l  has t o  do wi th  some percept ion of--I do 
maintain contact  wi th  you, and I do occas iona l ly  t a l k  t o  o the r  s t a f f  
members s o  t h a t  I am aware of some th ings  t h a t  a r e  going on perhaps 
t h a t  o the r s  a r e n ' t  aware t h a t  a r e  going on. But again,  t he re  i s  
something t h a t  i s  the re  a l l  of a sudden, and we don' t  r e a l l y  know 
where i t  came from. 

We have been fo r tuna te  i n  t h a t ,  I th ink ,  t he  l a s t  t h ree  counci l  
de lega tes  from the  Hawaii Chapter have a l l  been people who have 
taken se r ious ly  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  br ing  th ings  back t o  the  
chapter .  I have p a r t i c i p a t e d  a t  t h e  chapter  l e v e l .  We a r e  not  



M l l e r :  members of an RCC, b u t  we have a  chapter  conservat ion committee 
made up of  t h e  chairman of each group conservat ion committee and 
t h e  reg iona l  vice-president  and t h e  chapter  conservat ion chairman. 
W e  m e e t  concurrent ly  with t he  chapter  execut ive  committee q u a r t e r l y ,  
s o  f o r  t h a t  reason I have been somewhat involved a t  t he  chapter  l e v e l  
a s  w e l l  and, t he re fo re ,  do ge t  more feedback than I might otherwise.  

Our bylaws make t h e  group chairmen o r  t h e i r  des igna tes  vo t ing  
members of t h e  chapter  execut ive  committee, and t h a t  person is  
encouraged t o  play t he  same r o l e  from t h e  chapter  t o  t h e  group and 
back a s  t h e  counc i l  de l ega t e  is  a t  t he  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  To t h e  ex t en t  
t h a t  t h a t  func t ions  w e l l ,  t h a t  he lps  t h e  group execut ive  committee 
t o  be aware of what is  going on. I a m  no t  a  member of t h e  group 
execut ive  committee. I was appointed. I w a s  conservat ion chairman 
f o r  a yea r  and a  h a l f ,  and now we do not  a c t u a l l y  have a group 
conservat ion chairman a t  t h e  moment. 

I am s o r t  of he lp ing  along with th ings ;  I am a member of and 
remain a  member. My p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  and concern is--and i t ' s  
a  concern t h a t  I have l o c a l l y ,  and I am t r y i n g  t o  implement l o c a l l y  
--the i n t e g r a t i o n  of people who want t o  become a c t i v e ,  a c t u a l l y  
tak ing  those people  who say  t o  our  g a l  who i s  phoning our  members on 
Oahu t h a t  they want t o  be more a c t i v e ,  g e t t i n g  i n  touch with them, 
and f i nd ing  o u t  how they want t o  be  more a c t i v e  and t r y i n g  t o  he lp  
them work t h e i r  way i n t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and become involved. I know 
t h a t  t h i s  seems t o  be a  concern, and r e a l l y  a  v a l i d  one, of t h e  
n a t i o n a l  membership committee wi th  t h e  r ecen t  immense growth of t he  
club a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  Watt p e t i t i o n s  and t h e  concern about t h e  
environment. W e  have an i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  I th ink  can accept  
them, but  i t ' s  not  going t o  accept  them by our s i t t i n g  around and 
saying,  "Oh, how n i c e ,  w e  have a  40 percent  growth r a t e , "  o r  whatever 
i t  is.  There i s  no way t h a t  those people a r e  going t o  j u s t  f i n d  
t h e i r  n iche  a l l  by themselves. 

I r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  we sh.ould t a k e  a  r e a l l y  a c t i v e  r o l e ,  a  seek- 
i n g  r o l e ,  a s  l e ade r s  going out  t o  t he se  people and not  fo rc ing  them 
i n t o  ac t iv i sm but  encouraging those who want t o  b e  a c t i v e .  That a l s o  
does no t  mean simply saying,  'We want t o  be a c t i v e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  g e t  
i n  touch with so-and-so." It means, perhaps,  a r ranging  a  meeting-- 
where you and t h i s  o the r  person and t h i s  o the r  person g e t  toge ther  
and t a l k  about t h i s .  I f  they say ,  "Yes, I would be  w i l l i n g  t o  go 
down and l i s t e n  t o  t h e  meetings of t h e  c i t y  and county planning 
c o d t t e e ,  " we should go with them t o  those meetings f o r  one o r  two 
t i m e s ,  s o  t h a t  they donrt--  

Evans : Hand holding? 

1 1  Y e s ,  I th ink  t h a t  t h e r e  has t o  b e  t h i s .  I don ' t  t h ink  t h a t  you can 
dump people  i n t o  i t ,  and I f e e l  we've t r i e d  t h i s  too much, and i t  
doesn ' t  work. What happens is  tha t  people do become involved. I 



Miller :  th ink  they f e e l  as  though they a r e  out  t he re  on t h e i r  own, and I 
th ink  they  a r e  much more l i k e l y  t o  burn out  because they don' t  f e e l  
t h a t  the.re is anybody the re  t o  back them up. So I don' t  know whether 
i t  w i l l  work o r  not .  It i s  something t h a t  I have done a  l o t  of think- 
i n g  about. It is not something t h a t  I have done a  l o t  of ac t ing  on 
y e t ,  bu t  I hope t o  be beginning t h i s  summer. 

Evans: Let me ask  you the  $64 quest ion.  I know t h a t  you have been approached 
by t h e  nominating committee as  t o  whetheror  not  you would be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  being a  candidate  f o r  the board. There i s  cu r ren t ly  a  s t a f f  member 
who is  a  former d i r e c t o r ,  and there  is  a new d i r e c t o r  who is a former 
s t a f f  member. Do you have any opinions,  s t rong ly  he ld  o r  otherwise,  
about t h e  wisdom of t h i s  change i n  r o l e s  f o r  club a c t i v i s t s  o r  whether 
i t  can work? 

Mil ler :  I th ink  i t  c e r t a i n l y  has worked i n  the d i r e c t i o n  of a c t i v i s t s  becoming 
s t a f f  members and c e r t a i n l y  when t h a t  happens, t h e  club gains  a  s t a f f  
member who already knows a  good dea l  about how the  club opera tes ,  which 
I th ink  is very b e n e f i c i a l  t o  any s t a f f  member, and a l s o  t h e  club 
supervisory s t a f f  knows t h a t  person w e l l  and knows what they can do 
and what they c a n ' t  do. As f o r  s t a f f  members, ex-s t a f f  members, being 
members of the  board, I th ink  t h a t  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  k e t t l e  of f i s h .  
Cer ta in ly  s t a f f  members who have been i n  a  pos i t i on  which has exposed 
them t o  t h e  club leadersh ip  have a s  good a  chance of being e l ec t ed  
as  any one who has served on the counci l  o r  has been an  RCC chairman 
o r  whatever. 

I th ink  t h e  perspec t ive  an ex-staff  member br ings t o  t he  board 
would be h e l p f u l  t o  some board de l ibe ra t ions  i n  t h a t  the  board has 
a t  t imes done the  same th ing  t h a t  I th ink  I mentioned e a r l i e r  i n  
what Dave Brower was doing, and t h a t  i s  deciding t h a t  something would 
be a  good i d e a  (and o the r  s t a f f  members have done t h i s  i n  o the r  
contex ts )  without  r e a l l y  s topping t o  f i g u r e  out  who a l l  is  going t o  
do i t  and how much time i t ' s  going t o  take  and what the  l o g i s t i c s  
of t h i s  th ing  r e a l l y  a r e  o r  what a r e  you r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  i n t o  when 
you a r e  proposing t o  do t h i s .  I th ink  t h a t  those who have been on 
the  s t a f f  can c e r t a i n l y  provide some perspec t ive  i n  t h i s  type of 
s i t u a t i o n .  

I f  a  person has been i n  a  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n  which has  not  exposed 
them t o  the  club s t r u c t u r e ,  I th ink  t h a t  could be a  very d i f f i c u l t  
t h ing  because I th ink  i t  amounts t o  the  same type of th ing  t h a t  used 
t o  happen when we had board members who were e l ec t ed  because they 
were something e l s e  i n  the  ou t s ide  world, ou t s ide  the  S i e r r a  Club, 
bu t  they hadn ' t  r e a l l y  been a c t i v e  i n  the S i e r r a  Club. 

Evans: Like an e d i t o r  of t h e  New York Times. 

Mi l le r :  Yes, t h e  e d i t o r  of t h e  New York Times. There have been o the r s .  



Evans : A Supreme Court  j u s t i c e .  

Miller: Y e s ,  t h e r e  have been o t h e r s  i n  t h a t  same s o r t  of p o s i t i o n .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  could  be  d i f f i c u l t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  is  anything a g a i n s t  
i t ,  b u t  I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  is any th ing  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  i t  e i t h e r .  

Evans: Thank you v e r y  much. 

T r a n s c r i b e r s :  Peggy Har r i son  and Miche l le  S t a f f o r d  
F i n a l  T y p i s t :  Marie Herold 
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INTERVIEW HISTORY -- Tom Turner 

The fo l lowing  i n t e r v i e w  wi th  Tom Turner was conducted on March 25, 1974, 
by Susan R. Schrepfe r ,  as p a r t  of h e r  background r e s e a r c h  f o r  a n  e x t e n s i v e  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  David Brower, t h e n  p r e s i d e n t  of F r iends  o f  
t h e  Ear th  and former e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

Turner worked f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  1968-1969 d u r i n g  a y e a r  of 
i n t e n s e  i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  l e d  t o  Brower's d e p a r t u r e  as execu t ive  
d i r e c t o r .  He followed Brower t o  t h e  newly formed Fr iends  of t h e  Ear th ,  
where h e  has  e d i t e d  t h e  newsmagazine, Not Man Apar t ,  f o r  many y e a r s .  The 
i n t e r v i e w  focuses  on Turner ' s  view of t h e  schism i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club and h i s  
r e f l e c t i o n s  on David Brower--his va lues  and h i s  s t y l e  a s  a l e a d e r  i n  bo th  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club and Fr iends  o f  t h e  Ear th .  

Turner was n o t  a d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e d i s s e n s i o n i n  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club and some of h i s  memories r e g a r d i n g  d e t a i l s  and d a t e s  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  
may no t  be completely a c c u r a t e .  S t i l l ,  h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  a s  a n  a r d e n t  Brower 
s u p p o r t e r  on t h e  s t a f f  i s  a new one i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  on S i e r r a .  
Club h i s t o r y .  H i s  account  makes c l e a r  t h e  r e s p e c t  and a f f e c t i o n  Brower 
commanded (and s t i l l  commands) among h i s  fo l lowers  and shows t h e i r  l e v e l  of 
commitment t o  t h e  environmental  cause .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  f u r t h e r  i l l u m i n a t e s  
an  i n t r i g u i n g  per iod  i n  c l u b  h i s t o r y .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  when read  a long  w i t h  
o t h e r  i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a c t o r s  i n  t h e  con t roversy ,  it demonstra tes  
some of t h e  dynamics between s t a f f  and v o l u n t e e r ,  youth and age ,  those  
l o y a l  t o  Brower and h i s  v i s i o n  and t h o s e  whose major commitment l a y  i n  
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  S i e r r a  Club as  an  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

The i n t e r v i e w  was t r a n s c r i b e d  and e d i t e d  f o r  c o n t i n u i t y  and c l a r i t y  i n  
1982. M r .  Turner reviewed t h e  manuscript  making on ly  minor changes and 
added a b r i e f  p o s t s c r i p t .  The i n t e r v i e w  t a p e  is  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Bancrof t  
L i b r a r y ,  as a r e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a r c h i v e s  of bo th  t h e  S i e r r a  Club and Fr iends  
of t h e  Ear th .  

Ann Lage, Cochair  
S i e r r a  Club H i s t o r y  Committee 

15 August 1982 
Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a  



I EARLY ASSOCIATION W I T H  DAVE BROWER 

Glen Canyon T r i p  

Schrepfer :  What d i d  you do b e f o r e  you go t  involved w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
[ i n  May 1968]? 

Turner : [Prev ious ly  I was] i n  t h e  Peace Corps i n  Turkey, working i n  a  
f a i r l y  remote v i l l a g e  o u t  near  t h e  Black Sea, and b e f o r e  t h a t  
I had been i n  s c h o o l .  

Schrepfe r :  How d i d  you g e t  involved i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club? 

r.7 
i urner  : I had known t h e  Browers throughout school--not w e l l ,  b u t  a s  

neighbors  i n  Berkeley.  I have known t h e i r  k i d s ;  a l though  we 
were a  coup le  of y e a r s  a p a r t  i n  age,  we w e r e n ' t  r e a l  c l o s e .  
I had [ a l s o ]  been on S i e r r a  Club t r i p s  a s  a  c h i l d  w i t h  my 
family .  The one t h i n g  t h a t  made me want t o  spend a  good p a r t  
of my l i f e  working f o r  t h e  environment l i k e  t h i s  was a  v i s i t  
t o  Glen Canyon i n  i t s  l a s t  days .  I went down [ t h e  canyon] 
when t h e  l a k e  was about  a  t h i r d  f u l l  [ i n  Spr ing 19651 and saw 
what was happening t o  some of  t h e  p r e t t i e s t  country  i n  t h e  
world .  I can s t i l l  g e t  j u s t  fu r ious - - l iv id - - th ink ing  about  
t h a t  canyon be ing  f looded .  I went down t h e r e  on a  t r i p ,  
a l o n g  wi th  a l l  t h e  Browers . (No, John wasn' t t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  
r e s t  were.) 

Schrepfe r :  That t r i p  t o  Glen Canyon must have been q u i t e  an adven ture .  



Turner : Yes, t h a t  was v e r y  e x c i t i n g  t o  me. It 's t h e  f i r s t  t ime I 
ever  saw Brower i n  a c t i o n .  We were a c t u a l l y  on t h e  E s c a l a n t e  
most of t h e  t i m e .  Most o f  t h e  main Colorado s i d e  canyons 
were underwater by then,  b u t  we went t o  t h e  Ca thedra l  i n  t h e  
Deser t ,  and Davis Gulch, and Soda Gulch, and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s .  
This  was r i g h t  i n  t h e  t h i c k  of t h e  Grand Canyon f i g h t .  

It seems t o  m e  t h e  t r i p  took two weeks, and we had been 
o u t  f o r  a week o r  s o .  It was be ing  l e d  o f f i c i a l l y  by Dick 
Norgaard, who had been i n  t h a t  country  a l o t .  The E l l i o t s  
were along--Lou E l l i o t  and h i s  f ami ly .  One of them asked Dave 
t o  b r i n g  us  up t o  d a t e  on t h e  Grand Canyon f i g h t  w h i l e  we were 
s i t t i n g  around t h e  campfire  a f t e r  d i n n e r .  Dave gave a l i t t l e  
t a l k  f o r  about  twenty minutes about  t h e  Grand Canyon, and h e  
had everybody screaming f o r  t h e i r  packs,  s o  t h e y  could  w r i t e  
l e t t e r s  t o  t h e i r  congressmen. 

It was j u s t  i n c r e d i b l e  t h e  way h e  e l e c t r i f i e d  everyone 
i n t o  a c t i o n ,  and i n t o  g e t t i n g  i n  t h e r e  and f i g h t i n g  l i k e  h e l l  
t o  s a v e  t h e  Grand Canyon, because  t h e  government had i n  mind 
t o  do t o  t h e  canyon what they had a l r e a d y  done t o  Glen [Canyon]. 

Schrepfe r :  Was h e  t h i n k i n g  about t h e  book, The P l a c e  No One Knew, a t  t h a t  
time? * 

Turner : I b e l i e v e  t h a t  had been done a l r e a d y .  

Schrepfe r :  I imagine h e  must have been i n  t e a r s  most of t h e  t ime! 

Turner : Nearly,  y e s .  Boy, t h a t  was a tremendous exper ience .  

Schrepfe r :  I guess t h e  dam s t i l l  i s n ' t  f i l l e d  completely-- 

Turner : No, a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  i n  volume of wa te r  i t  is o n l y  about  
h a l f  f u l l .  We a r e  now involved i n  l i t i g a t i o n  which is 
pending a t  t h e  Supreme Court ,  which is  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  keep t h e  
l e v e l  where i t  is now. We l o s t  round one a t  t h e  Supreme Court ,  
and are going back t o  a s k  f o r  a r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  
Navajo t r i b e .  

* The P l a c e  No One Knew: Glen Canyon on The L iv ing  Colorado, 
E l i o t  P o r t e r ;  David Brower, ed. ,  May, 1963. 



S i e r r a  Club S t a f f  Member, May 1968-May 1969 

Turner : Af te r  t h a t ,  I went i n t o  t h e  Peace Corps, and a f t e r  a yea r  o r  
a yea r  and a h a l f  I s t a r t e d  t o  t h ink ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  you have 
postponed making a d e c i s i o n  now f o r  a yea r  and a h a l f .  You 
c a n ' t  do i t  f o r e v e r .  What a r e  you going t o  do?" One of  t h e  
f i r s t  t h ings  I thought of w a s  going t o  work wi th  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club, bu t  I thought t h a t  i t  would b e  presumptuous t o  ask  f o r  
a job.  It would be  t r a d i n g  on whatever sma l l  i n f l uence  I 
lukight have had j u s t  from be ing  acquainted with  t h e  Browers. 
I had never done much w r i t i n g ,  s t u d i e d  b io logy ,  o r  been a 
g r e a t  photographer--the t h ings  t h a t  I assumed t h a t  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club would be  look ing  f o r .  

So I d i d n ' t  do anything about i t .  Right  a f t e r  I go t  ou t  
of t h e  Peace Corps, I came back and got  a job wi th  Head S t a r t .  
I w a s  working i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  h e r e ,  doing t h e  
t h ings  t h a t  go t  t h e  pover ty  program such a bad name, such as 
pass ing  on g r a n t s  wi thout  having any i d e a  of what was going 
on o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

I r an  i n t o  a t e r r i f i c  photographernamedMartin Schwei tzer ,  
who w a s  a l s o  working t he r e .  He had l i v e d  i n  New York and h e  
w a s  now l i v i n g  o u t  h e r e ,  and s o  on. I was j u s t  knocked ou t  
by h i s  p i c t u r e s ,  and I s a i d  t h a t  I would t r y  t o  g e t  Brower t o  
look  a t  them. Schweitzer was a f a n  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club books, 
of course .  He thought t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t h ing  i n  t h e  world 
would be t o  do a S i e r r a  Club book. 

So I screwed up my courage and c a l l e d  Dave and c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  through t o  him a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club because t h e r e  was a 
f a i r l y  well-plac,ed l i n e  of r e c e p t i o n i s t s  who screened ou t  
t h e  weirdos .  So I c a l l e d  him a t  home, and he  s a i d ,  "Why 
don' t you come up?" I s a i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t  ." So I went up. 
Norman Clyde was t h e r e .  Tha t ' s  how t h i s  a l l  began. Clyde 
r ega l ed  us w i th  s t o r i e s  of h i s  r e s cues .  We t a lked  s e v e r a l  
hours ,  and I go t  drunker and drunker on t h e  s co t ch ,  and 
Clyde f i n a l l y  turned t o  Dave and s a i d ,  "Well, Dave, what about 
my book? Are you ever  going t o  g e t  i t  publ ished?" Dave s a i d ,  
"That s o r t  of depends on i f  I can t a l k  Tom h e r e  i n t o  coming t o  
work on i t ."  And t h a t  w a s  t h a t .  [ l aughs]  I nea r l y  f e l l  o u t  of 
my c h a i r !  



Turner : But I came t o  work w i t h i n  a  coup le  of weeks, and I have been 
h e r e  e v e r  s i n c e  [wi th  t h e  S i e r r a  club' from May, 1968, t o  May, 
1969, and then  w i t h  Fr iends  of t h e  E a r t h ]  . I never  t a l k e d  about  
Schwei tze r ' s  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  n i g h t ,  a l though  we f i n a l l y  publ ished 
a  book of h i s  w i t h  Fr iends  of t h e  Ear th  a y e a r  o r  s o  ago,  and 
i t ' s  been a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  So i t  a l l  f i n i s h e d  i t s e l f  up. 
Schwei tzer  l i v e s  o u t  i n  Inverness  now, and spends a l o t  of t i m e  
a t  P o i n t  Reyes. 

Schrepfe r :  I s n '  t t h e r e  a  book [of Norman Clyde I s ] -  coming o u t ?  

Turner : I t ' s  o u t .  It was pub l i shed  a y e a r  o r  s o  ago by Scrimshaw. It 
had gone around and around i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, and Dave asked 
me t o  come and t r y  t o  g e t  i t  ready.  I worked on t h a t  f o r  a  
few months, and t h e n  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t ,  Robin Way, 
q u i t ,  s o  I took over  t h a t  job.  

Clyde's  book never  got  publ ished a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 
It was a v i c t i m  i n  p a r t  of t h e  f i g h t  over  Brower. The c l u b  
j u s t  wasn ' t  a l l  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  doing i t ;  no one was t h i n k i n g  
abou t  p u b l i s h i n g  p r o j e c t s ,  s o  they r e l e a s e d  i t  t o  Dave Bohn, 
and Scrimshaw publ i shed  i t .  It was more o r  l e s s  t h e  manuscr ipt  
I p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  wi thou t  p i c t u r e s .  There a r e  a  few p i c t u r e s  
of Clyde 's ,  and we were going t o  do a p i c t u r e  book w i t h  Cedr ic  
Wright ' s  p i c t u r e s .  That p a r t  of i t  g o t  dropped, b u t  they d i d  
a  p r e t t y  n i c e  job on t h e  book. 



I1 PERSPECTIVE ON SIERRA CLUB INTERNAL POLITICS, 1968-1969 

S t a f f  P o s i t i o n  on t h e  Brower Controversy 

Schrepfer :  Af t e r  Brower l e f t  a s  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  [ i n  May, 19691, what 
d id  t h e  board do about  s t a f f  members who had s i ded  w i th  Dave, 
i f  t h a t  i s n ' t  too persona l  a  ques t ion?  

Turner : Well, t h e r e  were two of us who were f i r e d  a t  t h e  f i r s t  execu t ive  
committee meeting a  week o r  s o  a f t e r  Dave res igned .  T h a t  was 
Hugh Nash and me (Hugh now works f o r  Fr iends  of t h e  Ea r th ) .  
They had asked Hugh t o  q u i t ,  and then  they asked me . t o  q u i t  
wi thout  any reason  beyond t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we had been suppor t ing  
Brower. W e  both  came t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  t h a t  wasn ' t  
reason enough [ t o  q u i t ] ,  and they would have t o  f i r e  us .  It 
was s o r t  of a  minor t e c h n i c a l i t y  anyway. 

Then Anne Chamberlain, Dave's s e c r e t a r y  of t e n  years  o r  s o ,  
was f i r e d  a  couple  of months l a t e r .  Bob Golden was t h e  
f i r s t  p ro f e s s iona l  employee t h a t  Brower h i r e d  a f t e r  h e  was 
made execu t ive  d i r e c t o r ;  h e  went t o  work about 1955 o r  '56.  
During t h e  f i g h t ,  Golden f i l e d  a  r e s i g n a t i o n  which, i f  Dave 
l o s t ,  they could then  accep t  any time they wanted t o .  They d id  
[accep t  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n ]  a f t e r  a  month o r  s o .  

The nex t  most outspoken [Brower] suppo r t e r  was J ack  
Schanhaar, who was f i r e d .  That was a l l ,  I guess .  Not many 
people on t h e  s t a f f  spoke up because they were a f r a i d  of what 
might happen. [Edgar] Wayburn, who was t h e  p r e s iden t  of  t h e  
c lub then ,  c a l l e d  a  meeting of t h e  s t a f f  a t  lunch one day and 
s a i d  t h a t  we could cons ider  ou r se lve s  under a  v e r s i o n  of t h e  
Hatch Act ,  where t h e  employees of t h e  S i e r r a  Club were no t  t o  
g e t  involved i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  on company t ime. He discouraged 
people  g e t t i n g  involved a t  a l l .  Someof us d i d n ' t  acknowledge 
t h a t  and d i d n ' t  go a long.  



Schrepfer :  I g a t h e r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  s t a f f  r a t h e r  favored Dave's 
p o s i t i o n .  

Turner : I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  A t  one p o i n t  i n  a l l  t h a t  mess, Hugh 
c i r c u l a t e d  a  memo s u p p o r t i n g  Dave; i t  was s igned  by everybody 
on t h e  s t a f f ,  i n c l u d i n g  Mike McCloskey who, o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  
k e p t  completely q u i e t  and k e p t  h i s  hands complete ly  o f f .  I 
t h i n k  most everybody d i d  suppor t  Dave, b u t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  
much t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r s .  

Schrepfe r :  How much do you t h i n k  people  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club r e a l l y  s t u d i e d  
t h e  i s s u e s ?  Did they v o t e  t h e  way they f e l t  on a n  emot ional  
bas  i s ?  

Turner : Do you mean t h e  rank  and f i l e ?  

Schrepfe r  : Right .  

Turner : Well, God knows. I mean t h e r e  was no way t h a t  j u s t  t h e  normal, 
everyday member o f  t h e  S i e r r a  Club could have vo ted  on t h e  
i s s u e s  because  they  were never  p resen ted  t h a t  way.  here was 
a n  a t t e m p t  made on t h e  Brower s i d e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  i s s u e s  and 
p r e s e n t  a  coheren t  argument. But t h e  [anti-Brower] charges  
had been made s o  o f t e n  b e f o r e  t h a t  i t  was j u s t  imposs ib le  t o  
answer. You c a n ' t  r e b u t  [charges ]  l i k e  t h a t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  when 
t h e r e  h a s  been a l o t  of money s p e n t  [by t h e  anti-Brower s i d e ]  
on d i s semina t ing  t h e  propaganda, and s o  on.  

There were deep and genuine d i f f e r e n c e s  of o p i n i o n ,  and i f  
t h e  e l e c t i o n  had been argued on t h a t  s c o r e ,  i t  would have 
proved something. It would have been worth doing.  I would 
have f e l t  more comfor table  i n  l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e  outcome. But 
t h a t  i s n ' t  what [ t h e  e l e c t i o n ]  was decided on. It was decided 
because--I d o n ' t  know. It goes on f o r e v e r  and t h e r e  a r e  s o  
many l i t t l e  f a c t o r s  involved.  

C o n f l i c t s  between P r o f e s s i o n a l  S t a f f  and Volunteers  

Schrepfer :  How [ impor tan t  were] t h e  i s s u e s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  v e r s u s  
vo lun tee r i sm,  o r  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  s t a f f  v e r s u s  t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  c lub?  



Turner : [pause]  Well, i t ' s  a h a r d  q u e s t i o n  t o  answer. That d i d  have 
something t o  do w i t h  i t  because  Dave's way of o p e r a t i n g  i s  n o t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  through g r e a t  mass meet ings ,  o r  i n  g rass - roo t s  
o rgan iz ing ,  o r  i n  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  He f i n d s  i n d i v i d u a l s  and 
t r i e s  t o  g e t  them f i r e d  up t o  do t h i n g s  and then  do t h e i r  
own o r g a n i z i n g .  He is  n o t  a g r e a t  d iplomat ,  and h e  i s  n o t  
a g r e a t  h a n d l e r  of people .  

None of us argued t h a t  i t  s h o u l d n ' t  b e  a s t r o n g  membership 
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  It was a  q u e s t i o n  of how much emphasis should  b e  
p u t  on a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f .  The S i e r r a  Club b u t t e d  heads  w i t h  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  l o b b y i s t s  i n  Washington, and was i n  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
b u s i n e s s ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  Given t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e r e  
had t o  be  a good degree  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  s t a f f ,  w h i l e  
t h e  c lub  a t  t h e  same t ime [needed t o ]  s u p p o r t  and enhance an  
a c t i v e  v o l u n t e e r  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  mis represen ted  t o  some e x t e n t  
[Brower 's]  a t t i t u d e  toward v o l u n t e e r s ,  b u t  [ n e i t h e r  d i d ]  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  communicate a s  w e l l  a s  they should have w i t h  
t h e  c h a p t e r s  and t h e  v o l u n t e e r  l e a d e r s ,  o r  obv ious ly  what 
happened wouldn ' t  have happened. The an t i -Brower i t es  went 
around and organized a l l  of  t h e  c h a p t e r s  and they took over  a l l  
o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  n e w s l e t t e r s  and t h a t  i n  l a r g e  measure i s  what 
b e a t  Dave i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  many of  
t h e  c h a p t e r  n e w s l e t t e r s  were j u s t  loaded wi th  anti-Brower 
s t u f f ,  month a f t e r  month, and t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  i t s  damage. 
[Had] Dave s p e n t  more t ime going around v i s i t i n g  c h a p t e r s  and 
pushing c h a p t e r  l e a d e r s  forward t o  make them f e e l  more impor tan t ,  
I suppose [he ]  could  have avoided some of t h e  bad p r e s s  h e  
g o t  from t h e  c h a p t e r s  . 

But i t ' s  n o t  t h a t  he  was a g a i n s t  a  s t r o n g  v o l u n t e e r  
o p e r a t i o n ,  no t  a t  a l l .  It 's j u s t  t h a t  h e  wanted t o  augment 
[ t h e  v o l u n t e e r s ]  w i t h  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f .  There a r e  a l l  
k inds  of problems and headaches working wi th  a  v o l u n t e e r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t 's  g r e a t ,  and i t ' c a n  g e t  t h i n g s  done. And 
i t  is t h e  only  way t h a t  you can  o p e r a t e  when you d o n ' t  have a  
g r e a t  d e a l  of money--but i t ' s  h a r d  t o  f i n d  people  who a r e  
r e l i a b l e  i f  you a r e  n o t  paying them t o  do a  job.  The i r  
p e r s o n a l  l o y a l t i e s  sometime have t o  b e  t o  t h e  job they g e t  
t h e i r  money from. The b e s t - i n t e n t i o n e d  people  can b e  
u n a v a i l a b l e  when you need them t h e  most, i n  a v o l u n t e e r  se t -up 



Turner : There has  t o  be a halfway po in t  found, obviously.  The 
S i e r r a  Club is more than  j u s t  a hundred-person s t a f f ;  t h e  
120,000 membership has t o  be  w e l l  represen ted  by a pro- 
f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  t h a t  has  some l a t i t u d e .  One of t h e  ques t ions  
posed, and one of t h e  b i g  i s s u e s ,  too ,  i n  a l l  of t h i s  was 
t h a t  Dave tended t o  go o f f  wi thout  f i r s t  g e t t i n g  t h e  
board 's  permission f o r  var ious  t h ings .  That happened sometimes. 
It was j u s t  [ h i s ]  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was a job t o  be done. 
He saw h i s  job a s  being t h e  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
S i e r r a  Club, and when an oppor tun i ty  came along,  i f  h e  had t o  
wa i t  around f o r  a board meeting, then  t h e  oppor tun i ty  
passed. 

Schrepfer :  Yes. The b i g  i s s u e s  where t h e  board s a i d  h e  had ac t ed  wi thout  
permission were t h e  Galapagos books and t h e  London o f f i c e .  

Turner : Y e s ,  I guess .  The Earth  Nat ional  Park ad was another  one 
t h a t  r e a l l y  n e t t l e d  people a l o t .  

Schrepfer :  Do you t h ink  t h a t  h e  understood t h a t  h e  had permission t o  
run t h a t  ad [ i n  January, l969]? 

Turner : I r e a l l y  don ' t  know. There a r e  always var ious  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
pos s ib l e .  I wasn ' t  i n  on t h e  d e t a i l s  of any of those  
' [discussions]  whi le  they were going on. I heard about them 
pe r iphe ra l l y .  1 c a n ' t  g ive  you a f i r s t  hand account ,  
al though I ' m  s u r e  Dave f e l t  t h a t  he  was f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d  
i n  going ahead wi th  those  t h ings .  [He thought]  t h a t  they 
f e l l  w i t h i n  broad, gene ra l  o u t l i n e s  of what h i s  d u t i e s  were 
t o  be,  and t h a t  those  a c t i v i t i e s  could be  j u s t i f i e d  under 
c e r t a i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of va r ious  kinds of po l i cy .  
[He thought h i s  a c t i o n s ]  were i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  
S i e r r a  Club--there was no ques t ion  about t h a t .  I mean, h e  
never d id  anything t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  t h ink  was t h e  r i g h t  t h ing  
t o  do f o r  t h e  c lub .  

The one thing, t h a t  made m e  mad was when Dick Leonard 
suggested t h a t  Brower was t r y i n g  t o  t ake  money f o r  h i s  own 
purposes ou t  of t h e  books c o n t r a c t s ,  which was t h e  n a s t i e s t  
kind of charge.  There is  no Brower money t h a t  i s n ' t  f o r  
l a r g e r  purposes.  I mean, t h e  Browers' pe rsona l  bank account 
is always empty because h e  is  suppor t ing  t h i s  o r  that--the 
Fr iends of t h e  Ear th ,  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

Schrepfer :  That was t h e  t e n  percent  r o y a l t y  controversy t h a t  you a r e  
r e f  e r r i n g  t o .  



Turner : Right .  He wanted t o  c o l l e c t  a  t e n  percen t  r o y a l t y  on t h e  books 
h e  e d i t e d  and pu t  i t  i n t o  t h e  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r ' s  d i s c r e t i o n -  
a ry  fund, which would then  go i n t o  o t h e r  pub l i sh ing  ven tu r e s .  

Schrepfer :  What about Mart in  L i t t o n ?  He seemed t o  suppor t  Brower 
q u i t e  av id ly .  

Turner : Oh, he  is  marvelous. He is  one of t h e  g r e a t  guys around he r e .  
He s o r t  of dropped o u t  of t h e  p i c t u r e  now. I c a n ' t  remember 
i f  h e  is  s t i l l  on our  board.  He was on our  board f o r  a  whi le ,  
and h e  may have moved over t o  t h e  advisory committee. He 
was a  t r a v e l  e d i t o r  and then  s e n i o r  e d i t o r  a t  Sunset ,  bu t  he  
kept  w r i t i n g  t h ings  t h a t  were much too s t r o n g  f o r  Sunse t ' s  
stomach. They would k i l l  h i s  copy and h e  would q u i t ,  and then 
they would t a l k  him i n t o  coming back. He f i n a l l y  q u i t  f o r  
keeps about f i v e  years  ago, I guess .  But he  was very s t r o n g  
on t h e  redwoods and Grand Canyon p r ima r i l y ,  and he  now runs  
t r i p s  down [ t h e  Grand Canyon] i n  l i t t l e  wooden boa t s .  
He is  a  p u r i s t .  He ha s  even t a l ked  Brower o u t  of some 
compromises t h a t  Brower considered a t  t i m e s .  H e  won't budge. 

S i e r r a  Club Involvement i n  Diablo Canyon, 1966-1969 

Schrepfe r :  What do you t h ink  was t h e  most important  i s s u e  t h a t  f i n a l l y  
swung t h e  d i r e c t o r s  a g a i n s t  Dave? 

Turner : [pause]  I suppose t h e  s i n g l e  most important t h ing  w a s  
Diablo Canyon, bu t  i t  is r e a l l y  hard  t o  s o r t  i t  ou t  from a  
l o t  of o t h e r s .  The pub l i c a t i ons  program w a s  important .  
Dave's doing of  t h ings  wi thout  board approval  i n  a few 
in s t ances  w a s  important .  I th ink  probably t h e  s i n g l e  most 
impor tan t  [ i s s u e ]  was Diablo Canyon. You probably have a l l  
of t h i s ,  b u t  I w i l l  g i v e  you my ve r s ion  of i t ,  too ,  t o  pu t  
i n  wi th  t h e  r e s t .  

There w a s  a  meeting he ld  i n  Los Angeles j u s t  about  t h e  
t i m e  I came t o  work. I d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  about it  a t  t h e  
t i m e .  There was a  s t r u g g l e  going on with  PG&E about PG&E1s 
p lan  t o  pu t  nuc l ea r  r e a c t o r s  i n  t h e  Nipomo Dunes, which a r e  
on t h e  coas t .  The l o c a l  chap te r  was concerned t h a t  t h e  
dunes be  saved,  a l though t h e  dunes a r e  about h a l f  t aken  
over by dune buggies and t h ings  now. 



Turner : So PG&E very  c l e v e r l y  s a i d ,  "Okay, i f  we c a n ' t  b u i l d  i t  i n  
t h e  Nipomo Dunes, w e  have g o t  t o  b u i l d  i t  someplace. Why 
d o n ' t  you h e l p  us f i n d  a n o t h e r  s p o t ? "  Then they sugges ted  
Diablo Canyon. Nobody on t h e ,  [ S i e r r a  Club] board o f  
d i r e c t o r s  had ever  been t o  Diablo Canyon, and t h e r e  was a 
r e s o l u t i o n  in t roduced  a t  t h e  board meeting s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club f i n d s  no th ing  wrong w i t h  PG&E1s proposal  f o r  
r e a c t o r s  a t  Diablo Canyon, provided ...-, and then  t h e r e  
were t h r e e  s t i p u l a t i o n s :  That power l i n e s  could  n o t  go a c r o s s  
c e r t a i n  p l a c e s ;  t h a t  thermal p o l l u t i o n  must b e  c o n t r o l l e d ;  
and something about road c u t s  o r  t h e  s i t i n g  of t h e  p l a n t .  

Meanwhile, Fred E i s s l e r  from San ta  Barbara was s a y i n g ,  
''My God, l e t ' s  d o n ' t  approve t h i s  now i f  nobody h a s  s e e n  
it.'' Brower s tood  up a t  t h e  t ime and s a i d ,  "Why d o n ' t  you 
d e f e r  your v o t e  f o r  a week and w e  w i l l  go down t h e r e  and 
look  a t  i t  and then  come back and have a s p e c i a l  meeting and 
v o t e  on it." 

But they wouldn' t  have any o f  t h a t  and [ t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
approving r e a c t o r s  a t  Diablo Canyon was] adopted by a v o t e  
of e leven  t o  one [May 19661. Mar t in  L i t t o n  w a s  o u t  o f  t h e  
country  o r  h e  would have voted a g a i n s t  i t ,  I have no doubt o f  
t h a t .  

S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t o r s  went down t o  
Diablo Canyon. There i s  a s t o r y ,  which you can g e t  from 
e i t h e r  L i t t o n  o r  Hugh Nash, about  W i l l  S i r i  and a coup le  
of o t h e r s  be ing  flown down i n  Danny Kaye's p r i v a t e  j e t  by 
PG&E. I d o n ' t  remember . the d e t a i l s .  They saw t h a t  i t  was on 
a good, wi ld  p i e c e  of c o a s t  which, accord ing  t o  g e n e r a l  
S i e r r a  Club a t t i t u d e ,  shou ld  be  preserved and p r o t e c t e d .  

There is a s t r e t c h  of c o a s t  [where] t h e  San Luis  range,  
I guess i t  is ,  s t i c k s  o u t  i n t o  t h e  ocean and [becomes] a 
bu lg ing  p i e c e  of c o a s t l i n e  t h a t  goes f o r  about  t h i r t y  m i l e s  
o r  s o  wi th  no roads  on i t ;  t h e  l a s t  b i g g e s t  p i e c e  of 
unmessed up c o a s t l i n e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  j u s t  e x a c t l y  t h e  s o r t  
of t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club should be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  sav ing .  

, So they took some of t h e  d i r e c t o r s  down t h e r e  and looked 
i t  over  and had a caucus,  and seven di rectors--no e i g h t  
d i r e c t o r s ,  a m a j o r i t y  o f  f i f t e e n  on t h e  board--agreed t h a t  
t h e i r  p rev ious  v o t e  had been an  e r r o r  and t h a t  they would, 
a t  t h e i r  nex t  r e g u l a r  meeting,  r a i s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a g a i n  and 
change t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  



Turner : So P h i l  Berry,  then  a  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, wro te  a  
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  p r e s iden t  of  t h e  PG&E and s a i d  t h a t  h e  had 
good reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club's p o s i t i o n  on 
Diablo Canyon would be  changed and t h a t  they t h e r e f o r e  hoped 
t h a t  PG&E wouldn' t  go ahead w i th  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  because i n  a l l  
l i k e l i h o o d  t h e  S i e r r a  Club would be opposed. 

The minor i ty  d i r e c t o r s  a t  t h a t  time j u s t  h i t  t h e  
c e i l i n g .  They were f u r i o u s .  This [po l icy  change] was made 
pub l i c  and [ t h e  minor i ty  d i r e c t o r s ]  were embarrassed.  [They] 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club was put  i n  an  embarrassing p o s i t i o n  
by having i ts p o s i t i o n  changed, e s p e c i a l l y  wi thout  a  r e g u l a r  
meeting of t h e  board.  They blamed i t  a l l  on Brower. He 
had something t o  do w i t h  i t ,  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  he  d i d n ' t  w r i t e  
t h e  l e t t e r  and h e  d i d n ' t  s i g n  i t  because he  wasn ' t  a  
d i r e c t o r .  

Then came t h e  h i s t o r i c  meeting of September '68, which 
was he ld  a t  t h e  [ S i e r r a  Club 's]  C l a i r  Tappaan Lodge i n  
Norden, i n  t h e  S i e r r a  near  Donner Summit. A t e r r i b l y  long ,  
acrimonious,  nas ty  deba te  went on a l l  a f t e rnoon .  People 
accused each o t h e r  of  be ing  d i shones t  and de s t roy ing  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club 's  r e p u t a t i o n  and a l l  t h a t .  Some of  t h e  chap t e r s  
showed up i n  f o r c e ,  and they were very angry.  Mart in  L i t t o n  
was f u l l y  convinced t h a t  Dick Leonard was working f o r  
PG&E--really nas ty  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

So anyway, a t  t h e  l a s t  minute,  P h i l  Berry,  t h e  o l d  
compromiser, proposed t h a t  t h e  members vo t e  t o  determine 
S i e r r a  Club po l icy  on Diablo Canyon. It immediately became 
a  deba te  about whether o r  no t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club could s t and  t o  
change i t s  p o s i t i o n  on something, and i f  t h e  change would 
de s t roy  its c r e d i b i l i t y ,  and i f  i t s  f r u i t f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i th  PG&E would be  des t royed  and a l l  t h a t .  

Brower and h i s  suppo r t e r s  po in ted  o u t  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club had changed i t s  p o s i t i o n  i n  a l l  manner of t h ings  be fo r e .  
It d i d n ' t  cu t  much i c e ,  bu t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club a t  one po in t  
approved of t h e  dam i n  Glen Canyon, approved of  one o f  t h e  
dams i n  t h e  Grand Canyon, approved of-- 

Schrepfer :  Mineral  King? 

Turner : Mineral  King, r i g h t .  But t h a t  in format ion  go t  l o s t  i n  t h e  
s h u f f l e ,  and i t  became a  na s ty  deba te .  There was ano ther  
f i g h t  wi th  t h e  B u l l e t i n  dur ing  t h i s  t ime. The d i r e c t o r s  
decided t h a t  they would g i v e  equa l  [ e d i t o r i a l ]  space  i n  t h e  



Turner : [ S i e r r a  Club] B u l l e t i n  f o r  t h e  opposing v iewpoin t s .  W i l l  
S i r i  and somebody e l s e  were p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  one s i d e ,  and 
L i t t o n  was i n  charge  o f  t h e  pro-wild Diablo Canyon s i d e .  

Anyway, they set some d e a d l i n e s  t h a t  were agreed upon and 
L i t t o n  g o t  h i s  copy and p i c t u r e s  i n ,  and S i r i  missed t h e  
d e a d l i n e .  H e  missed t h e  d e a d l i n e  a g a i n  and aga in .  H e  
missed t h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  about  two months u n t i l  Hugh Nash, 
who was t h e  e d i t o r ,  went ahead and p r i n t e d  a  few thousand 
cop ies  of t h e  B u l l e t i n  t h a t  had two b lank  pages i n  i t  s a y i n g ,  
"This space  c o u r t e s y  of W i l l  S i r i "  o r  something [ l i k e  t h a t ] .  
[Nash] ve ry  n e a r l y  g o t  f i r e d  f o r  t h a t .  

Schrepfe r :  I never  saw t h a t .  

Turner : You're n o t  l i k e l y  t o .  I d o n ' t  know whether any more of t h o s e  
cop ies  e x i s t .  F i n a l l y ,  S i r i  go t  [ h i s  copy] i n ;  [ b u t ]  I t h i n k  
a  good percen tage  of t h e  members never  saw t h a t  i s s u e  of t h e  
B u l l e t i n  b e f o r e  they g o t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s .  [Perhaps]  t h a t  was 
t h e  r e a s o n  they h e l d  [ t h e  i s s u e ]  up s o  long .  

The one o t h e r  l i t t l e  t h i n g  t h a t  makes me t h i n k  Diablo 
was important  [ i n  t h e  Brower c o n t r o v e r s y ] ,  and s o r t  o f  b e a r s  
o u t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  some of t h e  consp i racy  a n g l e  was [ t h e  s t o r y  
o f ]  a  guy named J o e  Browder, who worked f o r  Fr iends  o f  t h e  
Ear th  f o r  about a  y e a r  i n  Washington. He had worked f o r  t h e  
Na t iona l  Audubon S o c i e t y  i n  F l o r i d a  a s  a  f i e l d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  
working mostly on t h e  Everglades .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  [one n i g h t ]  
a t  a  c o n s e r v a t i o n  confe rence  i n  New Orleans  o r  S t .  Louis h e  
g o t  drunk w i t h  a  PG&E guy who, i n  h i s  cups ,  bragged t h a t  
"we g o t  Brower." That i s  about a s  f a r  a s  t h e  s t o r y  ever  
went,  b u t  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  of pa rano ia  f l o a t i n g  around 
about  who was behind a l l  o f  t h i s  [anti-Brower a c t i v i t y ,  and 
a b o u t ]  where t h e  anti-Brower people  g o t  a l l  of  t h e i r  money. 
I d o n ' t  know. It 's a l l  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  some 
PG&E guy was p leased  t h a t  Brower was o u t .  

Schrepfe r :  That d o e s n ' t  s u r p r i s e  m e .  That you wouldn' t  have t o  prove! 
[ l a u g h t e r ]  What about  t h e  b a s i c  i s s u e  i n  t h e  Nipomo Dunes 
[con t roversy]  of s e l e c t i n g  a n  a l t e r n a t e  s i t e ?  

Turner : Well, I had a  theory  about  t h a t  [ b u t ]  I have never worked 
[ i t ]  o u t  w e l l  enough t o  pu t  on paper .  [ I t ]  is something t h a t  
i s  s t i l l  very  much a l i v e ,  and is s t i l l  debated,  and i t  looks  
l i k e  i t  w i l l  b e  more debated a s  t h e  [environmental  groups]  
g e t  more powerful .  My f e e l i n g  is t h a t  t h e r e  is  no r e q u i r e -  
ment f o r  a n  adversa ry  group l i k e  t h e  S i e r r a  Club o r  Fr iends  
of t h e  Ear th  t o  advocate  a l t e r n a t i v e s - - a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  such 



Turner : time a s  they g e t  r e a l  power and have r e a l  s i z e  and i n f l u e n c e .  Then 
perhaps t h e r e  is a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  accep t  t h e  presumption 
t h a t  ano ther  power p l a n t  [ i s ]  necessa ry ,  and t o  h e l p  f i n d  
a s i t e  f o r  i t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  t h e  c a s e  now. I 
p e r s o n a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 's  r o l e  is  t o  b e  a 
watchdog, t o  p r o t e c t  a r e a s  and t o  b e  t h e r e  t o  f i g h t  o f f  
[harmful]  p roposa l s .  But [ t h e  c lub  ] does n o t  have t h e  
s i z e ,  t h e  power, t h e  money, t h e  s t a f f  time o r  any th ing  e l s e  
t o  propose p o s i t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  t h i n g s  l i k e  power 
p l a n t s .  A s  L i t t o n  s a i d  i n  t h e  course  of one of t h o s e  
deba tes ,  "I d o n ' t  know about  any of you, b u t  I have never  
s e e n  a power p l a n t  t h a t  I l i k e d . "  There is  p l e n t y  t o  do 
i n  keeping Disney o u t  o f  Minera l 'King ,  and t h e  PG&E o u t  of 
Diablo Canyon. It d o e s n ' t  l e a v e  t i m e  f o r  going i n  w i t h  
PG&E t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e  f o r  a power p l a n t .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  is t h e  proper  r o l e  f o r  a c o n s e r v a t i o n  
group, a l though you w i l l  g e t  a l o t  of argument on t h i s  
s u b j e c t  . 

Dif fe rences  Over S i e r r a  Club Expansion 

Schrepfer :  What 'about t h e  q u e s t i o n  a l o t  of people  have suggested 
about  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  gap, o r  t h e  schism i n  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club--younger people  ve rsus  t h e  o l d e r ,  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  
people  l i k e  F r a n c i s  Farquhar? 

Turner : I guess maybe t h e r e ' s  something t o  t h a t .  I never q u i t e  
thought o f  i t  t h a t  way. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a f a i r l y  good 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  ages  on b o t h  s i d e s .  I suppose t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  tended t o  b e  a l i t t l e  o l d e r .  It was t r u e  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  tended t o  b e  t h e  old- t imers  w i t h i n  t h e  c l u b  more than 
t h e  people  we were s u p p o r t i n g  Brower w i t h .  Brower had been i n  
t h e  c lub  a lmost  a s  long  as any of them. 

I n  f a c t ,  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n  of non-Bay Area S i e r r a  Club 
old- t imers  was j u s t  f i n a l l y  c a r r i e d  o f f  i n  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n .  
For t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and t h e  e x e c u t i v e  committee 
a r e  no l o n g e r  from t h e  Bay Area. I t ' s  t r u e .  T h a t ' s  one o f  
t h e  r e a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  d i d n ' t  g e t  d i scussed  very  much dur ing  
t h a t  e l e c t i o n ,  b u t  deserved t o  be .  I mean, t h e r e  were t h e  
Dick Leonards,  and t h e  Ansel Adams, Bestor  Robinson, and s o  
on, who had grown up w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, and t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
meant t o  them Yosemite, and c l imbing i n  t h e  S i e r r a ,  and 
h i k i n g  i n  t h e  S i e r r a ,  and s o  on. 



Turner : [Then] t h e r e  were u p s t a r t s  beginning t o  show up from p l a c e s  
l i k e  Kentucky and Georgia and a l l  over ,  want ing t h e  S i e r r a  
Club t o  expand i t s  hor izons  and come work f o r  t h o s e  p l a c e s .  
Dave Brower agreed t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club should [expand];  
t h a t  i t  should j u s t  keep growing and expanding i ts  hor izons  
and,  you know, s a v e  t h e  e a r t h  r a t h e r  than  j u s t  C a l i f o r n i a .  

There were t h o s e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  who f e l t  [ t h i s ]  was 
a dangerous t h i n g  t o  do,  t h a t  t h e  c lub  was good a t  what i t  
d i d ,  t h a t  i t  was organized t o  f i g h t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and s o  on.  
They f e l t  t h a t  i f  [ t h e  c l u b ]  extended i t s e l f  and t r i e d  t o  
p u t  f i e l d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  i t  would 
b e  t o o  much. Dave h i r e d  J e f f  Ingram [Southwest f i e l d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ]  and Gary Soucie  [Nor theas t  f i e l d  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e ]  wi thou t  board approva l  o u t  o f  h i s  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  fund 
which, o f  course ,  was a good s a f e t y  v a l v e .  [He a c t e d ]  
wi thou t  board approva l  and t h e n  went back and g o t  i t .  
Soucie  worked i n  New York C i t y  and Ingram worked i n  
Albuquerque, I think--he was working on t h e  Grand Canyon 
anyhow. I guess i t  was t h e  same way w i t h  Mike [McCloskey]. 
That would b e  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n  t o  a s k  Mike. I t h i n k  
h e  was h i r e d  o u t  o f  Brower's d i s c r e t i o n a r y  fund.  I ' m  s u r e  
of i t .  

[He] worked f o r  a few months wi thou t  t h e  board knowing 
t h a t  h e  e x i s t e d .  Then f i n a l l y  Dave s a i d ,  "Oh, by t h e  way, 
we have a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  P o r t l a n d ,  o r  S e a t t l e ,  o r  wherever 
h e  w a s ,  and h e  is  doing a t e r r i f i c  job,  and we ought t o  s tar t  
paying him because  my account  is running low. Would you 
r e f i l l  i t ? "  

T h a t ' s  a l e g i t i m a t e  argument, whether o r  n o t  f o r  any 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  how t h i n l y  do you want t o  sp read  y o u r s e l f ?  
Do you want t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on some t h i n g s  o r  do you want t o  
sp read  o u t ?  Dave c l e a r l y  f e l t  t h a t  i t  should spread  a l l  
over  t h e  world ,  i n c l u d i n g  England, and t h e  o t h e r s  thought  
t h a t  i t  s h o u l d n ' t .  [They] were a f r a i d  t h a t  t h a t  would 
endanger t h e  S i e r r a  Club 's  e x i s t e n c e  i f  i t  spread  i t s e l f  t o o  
f a r .  

But t h a t  wasn' t  r e a l l y  d i scussed  dur ing  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  
I mean, t h a t  came o u t  and was i n  some of  t h e  campaign 
l i t e r a t u r e .  They claimed t h a t  Dave was going t o  t r y  t o  
expand t h e  name t o  England and Europe wi thou t  a u t h o r i t y  and 
d e s t r o y  t h e  S i e r r a  Club's  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  and s o  on.  But 
i t  was never argued on t h e  c u t  and d ry  q u e s t i o n  [ o f ]  how f a r  
[ t o ]  sp read  t h e  hor izons  of t h e  c l u b .  [The q u e s t i o n ]  d i d  
e x i s t ,  a l though  i t  wasn ' t ,  I t h i n k ,  t e r r i b l y  important  i n  
t h e  f i n a l  outcome. 



Environmentalists and The Counter-Culture 

Schrepfer: There must have been an awful l o t  of enthusiasm. The club 
must have been a very exc i t ing  place t o  work i n  those l a s t  
years i n  the  s i x t i e s .  

Turner: It was, i t  was. 

Schrepfer: Was the re  an awful l o t  of optimism? 

Turner : Yes, i t  was r e a l l y  q u i t e  something t o  see .  Earth Day j u s t  
s o r t  of appeared. I s t i l l  have never heard an adequate 
explanation f o r  why i t  appeared a t  the moment i t  did.  I 
don ' t  suppose anybody knows. It was j u s t  one of those 
coincidences of h i s to ry .  But a l l  of a sudden, everybody i n  
the  country got exc i ted  about what t he  S i e r r a  Club had been 
saying f o r  ten  o r  twenty o r  t h i r t y  years .  

Schrepfer:  How much do you th ink  t h a t  the  environmental movement of the 
s i x t i e s  got caught up i n  the  whole counter-cul ture,  back-to- 
nature movement, the  peace movement, and a l l  of t h a t ?  

Turner : Not too much. For a wh i l e . the re  was a grea t  dea l  of merging 
of those concerns. But the people who were swept up i n  the  
grea t  environmental movement of the l a t e  s ix t ies - - the  Earth 
Day and a l l  that--who i n  l a r g e  pa r t  had been involved i n  the  
peace movement and had now gone on t o  o ther  movements and 
o ther  kinds of th ings ,  d i d n ' t  s t i c k ,  f o r  the  most p a r t ,  I 
think.  The environmental movement got a tremendous boost 
a t  t h a t  poin t ,  t he re  is no question about i t .  I t 's  now 
way ahead of where i t  would have been. But i t  reached a 
peak, and now i t  has slacked o f f .  A l l  of the  groups, I 
think,  have l o s t  membership s ince  the  peak of a couple of 
years ago because a l l  of a sudden everybody f e l t  compelled 
t o  send i n  f i f t e e n  do l l a r s  t o  seve ra l  groups--that was the  
thing t o  do. 

[The movement] did tu rn  on a l o t  of people t h a t  s tuck  
with i t .  The groups a r e  a l l  bigger than they were i n  1968, 
say ,  but  not  as  b i g  a s  they were i n  1970. Some of the  people 
who a r e  not a t t r a c t e d  t o  the  way t h a t  the  conservation move- 
ment operates  moved on t o  o the r  th ings .  It i s  a p r e t t y  
establ ishmentarian approach t o  ge t t i ng  things done, even with 
Friends of t he  Earth. We don ' t  mind taking ou t r igh t  r a d i c a l  



Turner : p o s i t i o n s  l i k e  i n  n u c l e a r  power. But we p lay  t h e  game 
according t o  t h e  r u l e s ,  w i t h  l o b b y i s t s  i n  Washington and 
n e w s l e t t e r s  and l e t t e r s  t o  congressmen and s o  on.  A l o t  
o f  t h e  peace movement t y p e s  who were swept up i n  t h e  l a t e  
s i x t i e s  are n o t  a l l  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p lay ing  t h a t  game. 
Many of  them a r e ,  b u t  they  a r e  more concerned w i t h  l i v i n g  
new l i f e s t y l e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  You could s a y  t h e r e  
is a n  environmental  wing t o  t h e  c o u n t e r - c u l t u r e  movement 
which is a l l i e d  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  movement, 
b u t  i t  i s n ' t  t h e  same t h i n g  a s  t h e  peop le  who r e a d  The 
Mother Ear th  News and t h e  Whole Ear th  Cata logue and buy o r  
r a i s e  o r g a n i c  food and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  They a r e  a l l  
c l o s e ,  b u t  they a r e  n o t  t h e  same t h i n g .  

The P r e s i d e n t  and t h e  Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  i n  C o n f l i c t  

Schrepfer :  One t h i n g  I wonder about is  Ed Wayburn's p o s i t i o n  [c lub  
p r e s i d e n t ,  1961-1964; 1967-19691. It seems t o  me l i k e  h e  
s o r t  of sat on t h e  fence .  

Turner : H e  t r i e d  t o .  H e  t r i e d  t o  s t a y  o u t  of [ t h e  Brower c o n t r o v e r s y ] ,  
I t h i n k ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  as p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c lub  h e  s h o u l d n ' t  
g e t  t o o  involved.  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  h e w a s  a l t o g e t h e r  com- 
f o r t a b l e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  were being s a i d  about  
Brower by h i s  d e t r a c t o r s .  

It was c u r i o u s  what happened i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  [ A p r i l  19691. 
Dave decided t o  r i s k  i t  a l l  and r u n  f o r  t h e  board,  and t h e r e  
were f i v e  people  who developed a  s l a t e  t o  oppose him--August 
Fruge, Ray Sherwin, Nick Cl inch ,  Maynard Munger, and--oh, 
goodness s a k e s ,  who i s  t h e  l a s t  one?--Ansel [Adams]. They 
formed a s late c a l l e d  "Concerned Members f o r  Conservation" 
[CMC], which proceeded t o  produce a  l o t  of b l a s t s  about  
Brower. [They] go t  Wally S tegner  t o  w r i t e  an  e d i t o r i a l  i n  
t h e  Palo  Al to  Times s a y i n g  t h a t  Brower had been " b i t t e n  
by t h e  worm of  power." The a r t i c l e  was r e p r i n t e d  a l l  over  
t h e  p l a c e .  It was very  damaging. 

A f t e r  about  a month, Cl inch withdrew, and I have never  
asked him why. We s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  h e  wasn ' t  a l t o g e t h e r  
comfor table  w i t h  [ t h e  a t t a c k s  on Brower], and t h a t  may w e l l  
b e  t r u e .  H e  w a s  a  f r i e n d  of Dave's. He is  a n  o l d  c l imber  
and he ,  i n  f a c t ,  i s  t h e  one who proposed Dave f o r  t h i s  



Turner : Pepperdine award--the Ty le r  award t h a t  was j u s t  g r a n t e d ,  no t  
t o  Brower b u t  t o  t h r e e  o t h e r  people  a  few months ago. 

Anyway, Cl inch g o t  o u t  and t h e  CMC p u t  Wayburn on a s  
i ts f i f t h  cand ida te ,  a l though h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  them was 
s o r t  of cloudy. [Wayburn] kep t  t r y i n g  t o  sound l i k e  h e  was 
be ing  n e u t r a l ,  a l though h e  was s t o p p i n g  Dave on s e v e r a l  
m a t t e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  campaign. [pauses  t o  r e c a l l ]  
My memory is  f a i l i n g  me, b u t  [Wayburn] took over  t h e  
B u l l e t i n  from Dave about  a  y e a r  b e f o r e  he  l e f t  and i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  he was t o  b e  t h e  ed i to r - in -ch ie f  of t h e  B u l l e t i n .  
Hugh Nash had t o  go up and have lunch wi th  Wayburn once 
every month and go over  copy f o r  t h e  B u l l e t i n ,  which 
Wayburn would e d i t  r i g h t  then ,  adding commas and p e r i o d s  
and d r i v i n g  Hugh up t h e  w a l l  because Wayburn is  n o t  a n  
e d i t o r  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  

Wayburn a s s i d u o u s l y  kep t  Brower's name o f f  t h e  
B u l l e t i n .  A t  one p o i n t ,  Dave g o t  a n  honorary degree  which 
h e  f e l t  was newsworthy, and Wayburn wouldn ' t  l e t  Hugh r u n  
i t  u n l e s s  h e  r a n  a t  t h e  same t ime t h e  news of some t r i v i a l  
honor t h a t  George Marshal l  had r e c e i v e d .  I t h i n k  i t  was 
George Marshal l ;  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  Wayburn wound up i n  t h e  r o l e  
of Brower's a n t a g o n i s t  over  c e r t a i n  i s s u e s .  

He f e l t  t h a t  Dave had gone o f f  and done th ings  w i t h o u t  
proper  a u t h o r i t y , a n d  s o  on.  He was c l o s e r  t o  be ing  n e u t r a l  
than t h e  o t h e r  people  on t h e  CMC, b u t  h e  wasn ' t  r ea l ly - -  
I t h i n k .  That i s  ano ther  b i t  of  h i n d s i g h t  t h a t  is 
d e b a t a b l e .  There were some people  who, when Dave was g e t t i n g  
a s l a t e  t o g e t h e r  t o  r u n  w i t h ,  thought t h a t  t h e r e  should have 
been o v e r t u r e s  made t o  Wayburn t o  b e  on t h e  Brower s l a t e .  
Now, whether [Wayburn] would have accepted t h a t ,  of course ,  
is q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  b u t  they decided n o t  t o  p u t  them on t h e  
s l a t e  t o g e t h e r  because  t h e r e  had been too  many d i f f e r e n c e s .  
But t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  t h e  crowd thought  t h a t  might have 
been a good way t o  go. 

Schrepfe r :  [Wayburn] was e v i d e n t l y  q u i t e  a  v o t e - g e t t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  c l u b .  

Turner : Yes, h e  has  been i n  t h e  c lub  and worked very  hard f o r  a  h e l l  
of a l o n g  t ime. Did you s e e  Sunday t h a t  h e  i s  one of t h e  
"outs tanding San Franciscans"?  Yes, h e  h a s  worked very  h a r d  
and h a s  done a  good job.  

Schrepfe r :  Why do you t h i n k  t h a t  Dave d i d  d e c i d e  t o  r u n  f o r  t h e  board,  
l i k e  you say ,  i n  a n  a l l  o r  no th ing  way? 



Turner : Well, t h e r e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  be  any o t h e r  way t o  r e s o l v e  
i t .  A l l  t h a t  was going on a t  t h e  board meetings was f i g h t i n g  
about Brower . There was t h e  S,eptember , 1968, meeting,  
where Diablo  Canyon was argued.  Then t h e r e  was one i n  
November, where Leonard s tood  up and made h i s  t h r e e  formal  
charges  a g a i n s t  Brower. One charge was t h a t  h e  t r i e d  t o  
t a k e  money o u t  of t h e  Galapagos [ fund] .  Another charge was 
t h a t  h e  was misusing h i s  a u t h o r i t y .  I c a n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y .  

The board meetings j u s t  d i s s o l v e d  i n t o  deba tes  about  
Brower. Conservat ion work was l a g g i n g ,  and p u b l i c a t i o n s  
work was l agg ing .  Everything was t a k i n g  a back seat t o  t h i s  
f i g h t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  Diablo Canyon had gone on t h e  
b a l l o t .  I t h i n k  Dave decided t h a t  t h e  argument and d e b a t e  
about  him would never  end u n l e s s  t h e r e  was something 
d e c i s i v e  done t o  t r y  t o  end i t .  He decided t o  t a k e  t h e  
s t e p  of running f o r  t h e  board ,  a l though  i t  would have 
t aken  a bylaw change even t h e n  t o  do i t  because  t h e r e  had 
been a n  amendment passed f a i r l y  r e c e n t l y  which s a i d  t h a t  
s t a f f  c o u l d n ' t  b e  on t h e  board.  [The amendment] was n o t  
q u i t e  c l e a r ,  and they might have been a b l e  t o  g e t  around 
i t .  There had been a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  committee r e p o r t  t h e  
p rev ious  summer, which sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  c lub  h i r e . a  
f u l l - t i m e  p a i d  p r e s i d e n t ,  s o  a s  t o  avoid  some of  t h e  
i n e v i t a b l e  problems i n  having a v o l u n t e e r  p r e s i d e n t  who runs  
t h e  c lub .  [According t o  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  c lub  needed] a  
f u l l - t i m e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  under t h e  board,  
w i t h  t h e  p a i d  p r e s i d e n t  then  be ing  t h e  main spokesman f o r  
t h e  board.  

I f  you g e t  somebody s t r o n g  and op in iona ted  i n  as 
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  i t  w i l l  a lmost  i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d  t o  
t r o u b l e .  Mike [McCloskey, S i e r r a  Club Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  
s i n c e  19691, as Gerald Adams pu t  f a i r l y  w e l l  i n  h i s  p i e c e  
on Sunday, j u s t  s o r t  of keeps h i s  own op in ions  t o  h imse l f  
and j u s t  does what t h e  board tel ls  him t o  do. I n  t h a t ,  
t h e  board h a s  what i t  wants ,  I guess ,  and t h a t ' s  n o t  
what Brower is. 

So Dave had h i s  eye  on becoming t h e  p a i d  p r e s i d e n t  
of t h e  c l u b .  Had h e  won t h a t  e l e c t i o n  h e  would have been 
nominated t o  f i l l  [ t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s ]  p o s i t i o n .  I suppose 
t h a t  is what would have happened, a l though I d o n ' t  know. 



Following Brower's Path:  The S i e r r a  Club i n  t h e  S e v e n t i e s  

Schrepfer :  How would you d e s c r i b e  Dave's f e e l i n g  when h e  l e f t  t h e  c lub?  

Turner : One of  t h e  amazing t h i n g s  about  Brower is  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
f e e l  b i t t e r ,  t o  h a r b o r  resen tments ,  and s o  on. I mean, h e  
s t i l l  t a l k s  about  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, and s o r t  of g r i p e s  
good-naturedly about  some of t h e  d i r t  t h a t  was done, b u t  
r i g h t  away h e  s t a r t e d  Fr iends  of t h e  Ear th ,  and h e  s o r t  o f  
picked up t h e  John Muir I n s t i t u t e  t o  make i t  i n t o  a  r e a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Right from t h e  word "go" h e  was urging i n  speeches  
t h a t  people  j o i n  both  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  [and t e l l i n g  people]  
t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club was a  g r e a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  He f e l t  
very  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c l u b .  He was very  s a d ,  o f  course ,  about  
what happened. He f e l t  h u r t  and abused and s o  on. But h e  
a l s o  p u t  t h e  c lub  and t h e  conserva t ion  movement and t h e  
country  and s o  on ahead of a l l  t h a t ,  and I guess h e  s a i d  
t o  himself  t h a t  moaning about i t  [ h i s  problem w i t h  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club] wouldn' t  do anybody any good. He j u s t  d i d n ' t ,  
and d o e s n ' t ,  and never  h a s  done t h a t .  

L ike  I s a i d ,  i n  p r i v a t e  conversa t ions  and b u l l  s e s s i o n s  
w i t h  f r i e n d s  h e  l e t s  i t  hang o u t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  He g e t s  mad 
a t  people  who d i d  him wrong. But p u b l i c l y  h e  has  been f u l l  
of  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and suppor t  f o r  t h e  c l u b ,  and h e  is  happy 
t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  c lub  h a s  done a s  w e l l  as i t  has  s i n c e  h e  l e f t .  

One t h i n g  t h a t  makes him f e e l  a  l i t t l e  s t r a n g e ,  I 
t h i n k ,  as i t  does me and o t h e r s ,  is t h a t  t h e  c lub  h a s  gone 
ahead and done a lmost  every th ing  t h a t  h e  was advocat ing a t  
t h a t  t ime,  and t h a t  is one t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  g r i p e s  me i n  
some ways. I mean i t ' s  good, and I ' m  g lad  t h a t  i t  happened, 
b u t  some of t h o s e  guys over  t h e r e  a r e  goddamned h y p o c r i t e s .  
They were say ing  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club shou ld  n o t  b e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  because i t  c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  be ,  and [ t h a t ]  i t  
[was] a g a i n s t  i t s  very  bylaws t o  b e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  and 
[ t h a t ]  Brower was b reak ing  t h e  bylaws of t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
by e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h i s  o f f i c e  i n  England. Now, j u s t  two 
months ago,  t h e  S i e r r a  Club sponsored a  conference i n  
Europe, which they c l a i m  t o  b e  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
meeting of e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s ,  which of course  is  a r i d i c u l o u s  
t h i n g  t o  c la im w i t h  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  I U C N  [ I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Union f o r  t h e  Conservat ion o f  Nature]  and t h e  UN's b i g  1972 
conference i n  Stockholm. 



Turner : They have expanded t h e i r  hor izons .  They a r e  more deeply  
i n t o  l a w s u i t s .  They are s t i l l  pub l i sh ing ,  a l though  t h e  
p u b l i s h i n g  program has  n o t  t h r i v e d ,  I t h i n k ,  s i n c e  Dave 
l e f t .  They have s p r e a d  a l l  over  t h e  coun t ry .  It is no 
l o n g e r  a San Francisco-based o r g a n i z a t i o n  s o  much as i t  
was. 

Persona l  Aspects t o  t h e  C o n f l i c t  

Schrepf e r :  Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  was a n  element o f  j ea lousy  a t  a l l  o r  
p e r s o n a l  compet i t ion?  

Turner : I t h i n k  t h e r e  is no doubt o f  t h a t .  You would have t o  g e t  
t h a t  from somebody who f e l t  i t ,  b u t  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  
I a m  t o l d  t h a t  happened, and I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  could have 
happened, i s  t h a t  Dave has  a bad h a b i t  of n o t  p r a i s i n g  
people  who need i t ,  when they need i t ,  o f t e n  enough. 
There a r e n ' t  ve ry  many of us who can j u s t  go ahead and work 
and work wi thou t  having t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  somebody a p p r e c i a t e s  
what we are doing.  

The main example of t h i s  t h a t  I have -heard  was Dick 
S i l l ,  who w a s  a d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  c lub  from Nevada, a 
p r o f e s s o r  o f  physics--a s t r a n g e  l i t t l e  guy. He became one 
of Brower's p ro teges .  He had t h i s  i d e a  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
a g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  park i n  t h e  Great  Basin .  It would have 
t h e  b e s t  p l a c e s  a l l  t h e  way from Nevada t o  t h e  Rockies 
p rese rved  i n  t h i s  grand concept of a g r e a t  r e s e r v e  t h e r e .  
Dave encouraged him, s a i d  i t  sounded g r e a t ,  and s a i d ,  " I f  
you t h i n k  i t  w i l l  work, do i t ." 

S i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  needed an  enormous amount o f  hand l ing .  
I t a l m o s t g o t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where h e  would c a l l  up Dave t o  t e l l  
him t h a t  h e  was going t o  b rush  h i s  t e e t h  b e f o r e  h e  went t o  
bed. That i s  how i t  was d e s c r i b e d  t o  me. Dave s t a r t e d  
avo id ing  S i l l ' s  phone c a l l s  because  h e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have t ime 
t o  d e a l  w i t h  a l l  of t h i s  t r i v i a .  That can happen [with 
Brower] sometimes; t h e  w a l l  goes up and i t ' s  hard t o  g e t  
through t o  him. S i l l  c o u l d n ' t  l i m i t  h i s  r e q u e s t s  f o r  
conversa t ion  t i m e  t o  t h i n g s  t h a t  were impor tan t .  He j u s t  
had t o  pour i t  a l l  o u t .  So S i l l  tu rned  on [Brower] and was 
one o f  [Brower 's]  most v i c i o u s  a t t a c k e r s  d u r i n g  a l l  o f  t h a t .  
H e  and Dick Leonard and Ansel were s o r t  of t h e  t e r r i b l e  
threesome t h a t  went a f t e r  Brower. 



Turner : I t h i n k  t h a t  happened more t imes  than  j u s t  wi th  Dick S i l l .  
There w a s  t h i s  problem of wounded egos because  Dave t ends  
t o  g e t  people  f i r e d  up and s t a r t e d  o f f  and then l e t s  them 
go o f f  on t h e i r  own; h e  d o e s n ' t  t r y  t o  keep t r a c k  o f  a l l  
t h e  d e t a i l s  a s  they come a long .  He t r i e s  t o  d e l e g a t e  
a u t h o r i t y ,  and t h a t  is a  problem around h e r e .  I mean, we 
t r y  t o  g e t  d e c i s i o n s  o u t  of him f o r  some t h i n g s ,  and h e  
j u s t  doesn'  t have t i m e .  He expec t s  and hopes t o  f i n d  people  
who a r e  capab le  of making t h o s e  k inds  o f  d e c i s i o n s  themselves.  

Then a n o t h e r  s o r t  of g e n e r a l  ego-personal i ty  problem 
is i n h e r e n t  i n  do-good o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  I t h i n k ,  and i t  seems 
t o  happen t i m e  and a g a i n  when major people  [ i n  t h e  organi-  
z a t i o n ]  a r e  working a s  v o l u n t e e r s .  Many of them need some 
s o r t  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  what they would g e t  
a s  s a l a r i e s  i f  they were be ing  p a i d  f o r  i t .  I f  you a r e  
doing a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  job,  then  you d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  need 
p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n .  

Dave tended t o  b e  t h e  one whose name would g e t  i n  p r i n t  
because  h e  was t h e  one who was t e s t i f y i n g ;  h e  was t h e  l e a d e r  
of t h e  Grand Canyon d e b a t e s .  I t h i n k  some people  began 
t o  r e s e n t  him f o r  t h a t  and f e l t  t h a t  h e  was g rands tand ing  
and t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  a l l  o f  t h e  g l o r y  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  which I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  is  t r u e .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  Brower has  
t h e  kind of ego tha.t r e q u i r e s  t h a t  s o r t  of [ a t t e n t i o n ] .  
But i t  wouldn' t  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  draw t h a t  conc lus ion ,  
and a  number of people  have.  

Schrepfe r :  One o f  t h e  charges  t h a t  some made a g a i n s t  him was t h a t  h e  
c o u l d n ' t  d e l e g a t e  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h a t  h e  t r i e d  t o  do every th ing  
h imse l f  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  bogged down. 

Turner : I have never  had any o t h e r  job except  t h e  Peace Corps, which, 
of course ,  i s  n o t  a  normal o p e r a t i o n ,  and I d o n ' t  know how 
t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y  goes i n  a  smoothly r u n  corpora- 
t i o n .  The c lub  c e r t a i n l y  is  n o t  run ,  I am s u r e ,  l i k e  
most wel l -organized o p e r a t i o n s ,  and i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  i n  
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  Dave d o e s n ' t  l e t  go and doesn ' t  d e l e g a t e  
a u t h o r i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  books. He e d i t s  and des igns  
and l a y s  o u t  a l l  t h e  books t h a t  a r e  publ ished h e r e .  Other 
people  work on them a s  w e l l ,  b u t  h e  always looks  them over  
and makes s u r e  t h a t  they a g r e e  wi th  t h e  way he  t h i n k s  t h e  
books should be.  



Turner : But on c o n s e r v a t i o n  b a t t l e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  I would 
make t h e  o p p o s i t e  comment, t h a t  h e  t ends  t o  d e l e g a t e  
a u t h o r i t y  wi thou t  b e i n g  o f f i c i a l  about  i t ,  b u t  by j u s t  
s o r t  o f  t u r n i n g  t h i n g s  o v e r .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  is  any 
one f a i l i n g ,  i t  is  t h a t  h e  t ends  n o t  t o  f o l l o w  up a s  much 
as h e  might t o  oversee  and make s u r e  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  going 
w e l l .  People  t end  t o  t r a s h  around and g e t  l o s t  sometimes 
because  they  need guidance o r  they need somebody t o  
bounce i d e a s  o f f  o f ,  o r  somebody t o  g i v e  them a u t h o r i t y  
t o  go ahead and do t h i n g s .  That can b e  h a r d ,  b u t  a t  t h e  
same t i m e  i t ' s  hard  t o  p i n  Dave down t o  p rov ide  t h e  h e l p  
they need.  But I would d i s a g r e e .  I s e e  t h a t  t h e  problem 
was j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  d e l e g a t i n g  a u t h o r i t y .  It a l l  
comes down t o  s p e c i f i c  c a s e s  and p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and you c a n ' t  
g e n e r a l i z e  about  t h a t  t o o  much. 

Anybody who had a n  i d e a a b o u t w h a t  t h e i r  g o a l  was, 
and i f  i t  more o r  l e s s  j i b e d  w i t h  Brower and wi th  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club pol icy--for  i n s t a n c e ,  keeping t h e  dams o u t  o f  t h e  Grand 
Canyon o r  s t o p p i n g  r e a c t o r s  o r  whatever--Dave would j u s t  
t u r n  it over  t o  them and l e t  them go ahead w i t h  i t .  

Schrepfe r :  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  i n  t h e  long  r u n  i t  was a good t h i n g  t h a t  
happened? 

Turner : I th.ink s o .  I mean, n o t  e v e r y t h i n g  about  i t  was good, b u t  
I guess i n  t h e  b a l a n c e  i t  probably  w a s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  
b e t t e r  t o  have bo th  Fr iends  of t h e  Ear th  and t h e  S i e r r a  
Club. Obviously,  i t  was very  hard  on t h e  Browers, more 
t h a n  anybody e l s e .  But t h e  S i e r r a  Club j u s t  s u r v i v e d .  There 
a r e  people  I know, who worked a t  t h e  c l u b ,  who say  t h a t  t h e  
s p i r i t  h a s  gone o u t  of i t ,  t h a t  they have tu rned  i n t o  
a g r e a t  bung l ing  bureaucracy.  But some of  t h a t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e .  
That i s  a n o t h e r  s o r t  of ongoing,  t h e o r e t i c a l  problem, and I 
would l i k e  t o  spend more t i m e  working on i t .  But I have a n  
i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some a b s o l u t e  s i z e  t h a t  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
can g e t  t o  b e  b e f o r e  d imin i sh ing  r e t u r n s  s t a r t  t o  come home 
and you p u t  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  percen tage  of your budget i n t o  
membership s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  maintenance of mai l ing  l i s t s ,  and 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Schrepfe r :  It seems t o  me i t  might b e  kind of a s u r g e  of growth followed 
by a p e r i o d  o f  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  and a kind o f  wi thdrawal  
p o s s i b l y .  There may b e  a n o t h e r  s u r g e  sometime i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Turner : Oh, I t h i n k  s o .  Yes, I t h i n k  probably t h e r e  w i l l  be .  



Schrepfer :  There is very  much a  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  c lub ,  I t h i n k ,  of s i t t i n g  
back and coun t ing  your marbles t o  s e e  what you a c t u a l l y  . 

have b e f o r e  you s t i c k  your neck o u t  a g a i n .  

Turner : Well, they grew and expanded awfu l ly  f a s t .  It is  h a r d  t o  
keep t r a c k  o f  some of i t .  



I11 BROWER AND FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 

The S t a f f  and t h e  Brower Vis ion  and S t y l e  

Schrepfe r  : How would you d e s c r i b e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  s t a f f  a t  FOE? 

Turner : Here now? 

Schrepf e r :  Yes. 

Turner : [pause]  Well, l e t ' s  s e e .  At i t s  b e s t  i t  i s  a mix o f  f a i r l y  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  competence w i t h  a g r e a t  d e a l  of i d e a l i s t i c  
enthusiasm. It h a s  t o  do i n  l a r g e  p a r t  w i t h   rower. 
Everybody h e r e  is  h e r e ,  I t h i n k ,  because they  admire Dave 
and because h e  i n  t u r n  h a s  had some conf idence i n  t h e i r  
a b i l i t y  t o  do a job.  People a r e  h e r e  t o  do t h a t  job r a t h e r  
t h a n  making money. I t ' s  n o t  a good paying job by any yard- 
s t i c k .  We hope t h a t  we a r e  competent a t  t h e  job t h a t  we do,  
w h i l e  n o t  be ing  pa id  a s  much a s  i f  we were doing i t  f o r  
somebody e l s e .  But t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  b i n d s  i t  a l l  t o g e t h e r  is  
v a r i o u s  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  Brower v i s i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h  and t h e  
need t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  way t h a t  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  c i v i l i z e d  
man i s  going through resources  c a n ' t  con t inue .  You've 
heard  t h e  s p i e l ,  I guess .  

Schrepfe r :  What would happen i f  h e  w e r e n ' t  h e r e ?  

Turner : T h a t ' s  a v e r y  good q u e s t i o n .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. He h a s  
s a i d  on s e v e r a l  occas ions  t h a t  t h e  pe rson  h e  t h i n k s  shou ld  
succeed him a s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Fr iends  o f  t h e  Earth--if  h e  
d i e s  i n  a p lane  c r a s h  o r  has  a h e a r t  a t t a c k  o r  something-- 
shou ld  be  Ed Matthews, who is  t h e  European r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
Fr iends  o f  t h e  Earth-U.S. He i s  a n  American and a p a r t n e r  
i n  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law f i r m  c a l l e d  Coudert F r e r e s  (Coudert 
B r o t h e r s ) ,  which has  o f f i c e s  i n  New York and P a r i s  and a l l  
over .  He is  a n  extremely e n e r g e t i c ,  youngish lawyer .  He is 



Turner : somewhere between t h i r t y - f i v e  and f o r t y ,  I guess.  He is one 
of t h e  few people t h a t  can keep up wi th  Dave. He is fo r eve r  
g e t t i n g  new branches of Fr iends  of t h e  Ear th  s t a r t e d  and 
nego t i a t i ng  new c o n t r a c t s  and so on.  But whether o r  no t  he  

.would do i t  i s  something e l s e  aga in .  It's hard t o  say .  There 
is  enough of  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  o rgan i za t i on  b u i l t  up i n  Fr iends  
of t h e  Ear th  now where i t  would con t inue  a s  an o rgan i za t i on  
i f  [Brower] were t o  l e ave ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  S i e r r a  Club c e r t a i n l y  
e x i s t s  o u t s i d e  Brower . 

But t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  [FOE] would t ake  would b e  something 
e l s e  aga in .  I mean Dave, even a t  t h e  age of s ixty-one and a  
h a l f ,  s t i l l  a c t s  on t h e  very  spu r  of  t h e  moment and i s  no t  
an o rgan i za t i ona l  type guy. He t h inks  of f r i e n d s ,  o r  hears  
sugges t ions ,  and does t h ings  on t h e  spu r  of t h e  moment t h a t  
may be  huge p r o j e c t s  and t h a t  r e q u i r e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of  
o rgan i za t i on  and suppor t  and s o  on.  But i f  they a r e  worth 
doing, he  w i l l  g i ve  them a f l i n g .  

It 's t h e  kind of t h ing  t h a t  d r i v e s  boards of d i r e c t o r s  
crazy.  There has been some problem wi th  i t  i n  Fr iends  of  t h e  
Ear th ;  t h e  very  same t h ings  t h a t  go t  him i n t o  t r o u b l e  wi th  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club. But he  is  no t  going t o  b e  changed, and t h a t  

: is one of t h e  g r e a t  th ings  about him. He doesn ' t  l e t  
mundane worr ies  about  where t h e  money i s  going t o  come from 
s t o p  him, a t  l e a s t  be fo r e  he  exp lores  what is  going t o  happen. 

Schrepfer :  I guess Fr iends  of t h e  Ear th  does have some f i n a n c i a l  problems. 

Turner : Oh, i t  always does! It always w i l l ,  y e s .  This happens t o  
some degree t o  most conserva t ion  o rgan i za t i ons ,  b u t  when t h e  
f e rvo r  of  Ear th  Day came along,  people began j o i n i n g  Fr iends  
of t h e  Ear th ,  ZPG, and t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  droves .  They 
p ro j ec t ed  exponent ia l ly  growing memberships f o r eve r  i n t o  t he  
f u t u r e ,  and t h e r e  was a  s e r i o u s  c r a sh  a f t e r  t h a t .  We found 
ou r se lve s  wi th  something l i k e  a  $250,000 o r  $300,000 d e b t ,  
which has  s i n c e  been w h i t t l e d  away. The board has  been 
remarkably good a t  c a r e f u l  f i n a n c i a l  management. I t h i n k  we 
have reduced our  expenditures--a couple  of us took small 
s a l a r y  c u t s ,  and we have made a l l  t h e  economic c u t s  we have 
been a b l e  t o  f i n d .  



Turner : There was a  c r i s i s  h e r e  a  couple  of months ago when some 
b i g  b i l l s  came due,  and we d i d n ' t  have t h e  money t o  pay 
them. The members have r a l l i e d  around very  w e l l  and have 
g iven  about $150,000 i n  response t o  m a i l i n g s  ask ing  t o  h e l p  
d i s p o s e  of t h e  d e b t .  So t h e  d e b t  i s  down co $100,000 o r  
so--I d o n ' t  know q u i t e  what i t  is now. The deb t  is a  g r e a t  
c h a i n  around o u r  a n k l e s ,  b u t  u n l e s s  t h e  economy c o l l a p s e s ,  
which is n o t  o u t s i d e  t h e  realm of p o s s i b i l i t y  i t  seems t o  
me, w e ' l l  b e  a l l  r i g h t .  

I f  we can m a i n t a i n  t h e  number of members we have now 
and grow i n  a  slow b u t  s t e a d y  and dependable r a t e ,  w e ' l l  
s u r v i v e .  Even i f  we d o n ' t  [grow] and i f  we s t a y  a t  20,000 
members f o r  t h e  r e s t  of our  l i v e s ,  w e ' l l  s u r v i v e ,  a l though  
we ought t o  be a b l e  t o  do a  h e l l  of  a l o t  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t .  

But t h i s  g e t s  back t o  one of t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
of o p i n i o n  between t h e  pro  and anti-Brower s i d e s  i n  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club, which shou ld  have been argued,  b u t  wasn ' t  ve ry  
w e l l .  I t h i n k  Dave would a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club was i n  b u s i n e s s  f i r s t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  environment 
and second t o  s u r v i v e  as a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i f  and when t h a t  
cho ice  had t o  b e  made. Now, t h a t  is probably a  s t r a w  man 
f o r  a cho ice ,  - b u t  i f  you pu t  t h e  ongoing. e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  
S i e r r a  Club as your  paramount concern,  t h e n  i t  tends  t o  l e a d  
you toward a  very c o n s e r v a t i v e  approach,  and keeps you from 
be ing  your most e f f e c t i v e  a t  t h e  job t h a t  you s e t  o u t  t o  do. 

The Fr iends  o f  t h e  Ear th  always h a s  and always w i l l  
o p e r a t e  r i g h t  a t  t h e  edge,  be ing  as ou tgo ing  and a s  a c t i v e  
as p o s s i b l e ,  and t h a t  i s  dangerous t o  your l i v e l i h o o d .  
But t h a t ' s  what i t  is f o r .  Dave used t o  quo te  August Frug;-- 
I c a n ' t  do i t  q u i t e  r ight--about walking a long  t h e  edge of 
a  p r e c i p i c e  and s t a y i n g  a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  edge a s  you can 
wi thou t  a c t u a l l y  t i p p i n g  over  i t .  H e  may g i v e  you t h a t  
quo te  i f  h e  h a s n ' t  a l r e a d y .  

Rules and Risks:  F u r t h e r  R e f l e c t i o n s  on t h e  S p l i t  i n  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club 

Schrepfe r :  Some people  have s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h e  end was 
more important  t h a n  t h e  means, t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  h e  had t o  
b reak  t h e  r u l e s  t o  s a v e  t h e  Grand Canyon, whether i t  was 
t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, o r  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r u l e s ,  and 
t h a t  h e  was w i l l i n g  t o  do i t .  



Turner : [pause]  I c a n ' t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t .  I have never known him t o  
do any th ing  t h a t  I f e l t  w a s  d i shonorab le  o r  d i s h o n e s t .  The 
goa l  is c e r t a i n l y  important ,  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  But I don ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t  Dave would ever  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  ends j u s t i f y  t h e  
means. I d o n ' t  know of any p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  you 
could p o i n t  t o  t h a t  would b e a r  t h a t  a c c u s a t i o n  o u t .  He 
c e r t a i n l y  would make l i b e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of board p o l i c y  
and d i r e c t i v e s  and s o  on,  b u t  h e  never t r i e d  t o  h i d e  any of 
those  d e c i s i o n s .  It was amazing. H e  never  does any th ing  
t h a t  h e  won ' t  s t a n d  by p u b l i c l y .  Had h e  done some of t h o s e  
t h i n g s ,  t h e n  judging by t h e  shenanigans i n  Washington, h i s  
au tomat ic  r e a c t i o n  would have been t o  cover  i t  up. I c a n ' t  
t h i n k  o f  a  s i n g l e  t h i n g .  

Schrepfe r :  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  anyone w a s  t h i n k i n g  of a p a r a l l e l  wi th  
Watergate! [ l aughs]  

Turner : No, i t  j u s t  s o r t  of c r e p t  ou t !  

Schrepfe r :  But wouldn ' t  h e  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  bend t h e  r u l e s  i f  h e  f e l t  i t  
was necessa ry?  

Turner : Yes, b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  hand I t h i n k  t h a t  when you say  t h e  
ends j u s t i f y  t h e  means, you imply t h a t  t h e  person who is  
doing t h e  j u s t i f y i n g  would a g r e e  t h a t  t h e r e  is something, . 

wrong w i t h  t h e  means be ing  employed, and t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  
c a s e  w i t h  Dave. He would go ahead and p u b l i s h  t h e  Ear th  
Nat ional  Park ad wi thou t  d i r e c t  a u t h o r i t y  from t h e  board t o  
go ahead and do i t ,  b u t  h e  would argue r i g h t  then,  and t o  t h e  
l a s t ,  t h a t  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  Ear th  Na t iona l  Park ad was t h e  
r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  do. Viewed one way, t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  
board which gave him t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  go o u t  and s e e k  suppor t  
f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e r i e s ,  o r  t h e  w i l d  p laces  book, gave 
him t h e  r i g h t  t o  p l a c e  t h e  ad.  

I f  bending t h e  r u l e s  l i k e  t h a t  i s  us ing  t h e  ends t o  
j u s t i f y  t h e  means, then  maybe h e  d i d .  I d o n ' t  know, I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  s o r t  o f  a loaded i s s u e .  

Schrepfe r :  Okay, maybe "bend t h e  means ." [ laughs  ] 

Turner : Okay. 



Schrepfe r :  It does seem t h a t  a t  t imes t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  [on t h e  S i e r r a  
Club board]  w a s  s lower ,  and much more conscious  o f  r u l e s  of 
conduct.  For example, when they  argued t h a t  q u e s t i o n  of 
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e r i e s ,  they s a i d  t h a t  you have t o  change 
t h e  bylaws f i r s t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  might w e l l  have been a 
m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e r e  who d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  [and thought ]  
t h a t  i t  w a s  j u s t  an  excuse.  But I [ a l s o ]  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
some who r e a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  you had t o  t a k e  a couple  of 
meetings and s i x  months t o  a c t u a l l y  change t h e  bylaws, s o  
t h a t  you were s t r i c t l y  l e g a l .  

Turner : Perhaps.  I d o n ' t  know why they h a v e n ' t  bothered t o  do t h a t  
since-- 

Schrepfe r :  Change t h e  bylaws? 

Turner: Y e s .  

Schrepfe r :  Haven't they changed them? 

Turner : Maybe they have now t h a t  you -mention i t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Schrepfer :  I thought  they d i d .  

Turner : I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  e i t h e r  Dick Leonard o r  P h i l  Berry--I t h i n k  
i t  w a s  probably  Leonard--dredged o u t  t h i s  o l d  l e g a l  theory  
c a l l e d  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of u l t r a  v i r e s  which, accord ing  t o  t h e  
lawyers  who have commented on i t ,  is  j u s t  a r c h a i c .  It is 
never  brought  up. But h e  claimed t h a t  any i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t y  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club w a s  a g a i n s t  i t s  own 
purposes .  He c a r e f u l l y  d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  o r  acknowledge t h a t  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club had been running i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r i p s  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s ,  and i f  h e  had been "Simon pure" i n  h i s  mot ives ,  h e  
would have t r i e d  t o  s h u t  down t h o s e  t r i p s  as w e l l .  But h e  
wasn ' t .  He w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  Brower, and t h i s  w a s  
one o t h e r  s t o n e  t o  throw i n  h i s  way. 

Schrepfe r :  But I guess t h e  c lub  d i d  g e t  i n  t r o u b l e  i n  a San Franc i sco  
s u i t ,  which t h e  c o u r t  threw o u t ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  c lub  
bylaws d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  urban problems. They r e f u s e d  them 
s t a n d i n g  t o  s u e .  

Turner : Is t h a t  t r u e ?  

Schrepfer :  Y e s .  

Turner: I ' 11 b e  damned. 



Schrepfer :  J u s t  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  year  o r  so ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Turner : Was t h a t  t h e  Yerba Buena Center? 

Schrepf e r  : Right .  

Turner : Oh, don ' t  g e t  me wrong. There a r e  s e r i o u s  problems w i th  t h e  
Brower s t y l e .  

Schrepfer :  No, I j u s t  wondered how much of t h e  anti-Brower con t roversy  
was an  excuse and how much of i t  was an  obsess ion  w i th  r u l e s .  

Turner : I th ink  i t  was an  excuse i n  t h i s  c a se .  I mean, they d i d  l i k e  
t o  do things--be more t i d y  about i t  and fo l low Robert ' s  Rules 
and a l l  that--but t h e r e  was a  good d e a l  of d i s c r e t i o n  involved 
about  when t o  impose t h i s  r u l e  and when n o t .  Wayburn was a  
t y r a n t  wi th  a gavel  i n  some of  those  meetings.  He would 
bang down Mart in  L i t t o n  and no t  l e t  him t a l k  and then l e t  
t h e  anti-Brower s i d e  go on and on and on. That is one of t h e  
t h ings  t h a t  made t h e  Brower s i d e  very angry a t  Wayburn; h e  
ac t ed  u n f a i r l y  i n  those  meetings,  a t  l e a s t  t o  our  p o i n t  of 
view, and gave t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  more a i r  t i m e .  He s tacked  i t  
i n  t h e i r  favor  by c la iming t h a t  t h i s  was par l i amenta ry ,  
and by us ing  r u l e s  when they se rved  t h e i r  purpose.  

~t one p o i n t  he  announced t h a t  Rober t ' s  Rules were no 
longer  enforced because he ,  Wayburn, had s a i d  s o ,  and he  w a s  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  He used [ t h e  r u l e s ]  t o  j u s t i f y  c e r t a i n  t h ings  
and then  threw them o u t  when they weren ' t  f o r  h i s  purpose 
anymore. It was r e a l l y  na s ty .  It was j u s t  awful .  

I came t o  work s tarry-eyed.  You know, my God, h e r e  I 
have got  a chance t o  work f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. There was 
nobody i n  t h e  world t h a t  could have o f f e r ed  me a  job p r e f e r a b l e  
t o  working f o r  t h e  c lub f o r  two d o l l a r s  an  hour ,  o r  whatever 
t h e  h e l l  i t  was. But then  I went t o  t h a t  f i r s t  board meeting 
and I w a s  j u s t  shocked. It was no t  what I always assumed; an  
i d e a l i s t i c  o rgan i za t i on  wi th  everybody p u l l i n g  t oge the r ,  
a l t r u i s t i c  and noble .  It was j u s t  some of t h e  most p l a i n ,  
nas ty  b i cke r ing  t h a t  you could ever  f i n d  anywhere. 

Schrepfer :  Yes, even i f  you say  t h a t  FOE and t h e  S i e r r a  Club worked w e l l  
a s  s e p a r a t e  o rgan i za t i ons ,  i t  turned ou t  i n  t h e  end t h a t  i t  
was a t e r r i b l e ,  sad t h ing  t o  have happened. It almost had 
an  element of t h e  Greek t ragedy.  You have a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  a l l  
of the-- 



Turner : Yes, t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  Oedipal  s t u f f .  Of a l l  
those  guys, Leonard and Berry were Dave's c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s .  

Schrepfe r :  I n  a  s e n s e  t h e  ve ry  t rai ts  t h a t  made him s o  g r e a t  and 
endeared him t o  o t h e r s  were t h e  ve ry  t r a i t s  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  
they c o u l d n ' t  a c c e p t ,  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  po in ted  o u t  h i s  genius  
I have s p e n t  something l i k e  e i g h t e e n  t a p e s  i n t e r v i e w i n g  
Dick Leonard, which would b e  some twenty-seven hours  of 
a c t u a l  t a p i n g .  And I r e a l l y  admire t h e  man. He i s  one of 
t h e  more h o n e s t  people .  

Turner : I have h a r d l y  spoken w i t h  him. I mean, t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I 
e v e r  heard him open h i s  mouth he  was a t t a c k i n g  Dave, and I 
j u s t  s o r t  of avoided him t h e  whole t ime.  

There was a n o t h e r  way of l o o k i n g  a t  t h i s  t h a t  Joan 
McIntyre sugges ted ,  having been through a lmost  t h e  same t h i n g  
a t  KPFA [ l i s t ener - sponsored  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  i n  Berkeley]  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  ago; i t  w a s  t h a t  Brower helped t a k e  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t h a t  was n o t  of g r e a t  v a l u e  t o  anybody except  hikers--of 
course ,  i t  w a s  a  very  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  and beloved organiza-  
t i o n  f o r  that--and through outrageous  gambles and r i s k s  and 
doing t h i n g s  t h a t  you wouldn' t  have any r i g h t  t o  s u s p e c t  
you would b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  away w i t h  and d i d n ' t  have t h e  money 
t o  pay f o r  and s o  on,  h e  succeeded enough t imes t o  t u r n  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club i n t o  a  major n a t i o n a l  f o r c e  and a  very s u c c e s s f u l ,  
r e l a t i v e l y  powerful  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Then t h e  c a u t i o u s  people  
s t epped  i n  and wanted t o  p r o t e c t  i t :  "It's come t h a t  f a r ,  
l e t ' s  d o n ' t  blow i t  a l l  now." 

But Brower wouldn ' t  change when i t  g o t  t o  t h a t  p o i n t .  
He would j u s t  keep on doing what he  had been doing w e l l .  
Probably t h e  same t h i n g  happened a t  KPFA. It s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  
s u c c e s s f u l ,  s o  t h e  c a u t i o u s  people  took over  and threw o u t  
t h e  mavericks who made i t  what i t  was. 

Schrepfe r :  This  is  a  h a r d  q u e s t i o n  t o  frame, b u t  speak ing  f o r  y o u r s e l f  
how do you e n v i s i o n  an i d e a l  s o c i e t y ?  [ l aughs]  At what 
p o i n t  do you s t o p  technology? 

Turner : [pause]  That would t a k e  a  book o r  two t o  answer, I guess .  
I am n o t  s u r e  I cou ld  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a  coheren t  answer. I 
guess I would say  t h a t  you s t o p  technology when i t  g e t s  t o  
t h e  p o i n t  where i t ' s  o u t  of c o n t r o l ,  where t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
i t  l a s t  beyond your  own l i f e t i m e ,  such a s  g e n e r a t i n g  
r a d i o a c t i v e  was tes  t h a t  go f o r e v e r  and us ing  p e s t i c i d e s  t h a t  
go on f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  and t h a t  a f f e c t  p l a n t  l i f e  and b i r d  
l i f e  and s o  on. 



Turner : An i d e a l  s o c i e t y  would l i v e  on t h e  e a r t h ' s  income r a t h e r  
than its c a p i t a l ;  t h a t  i s  t o  s ay ,  any energy t h a t  was 
generated and consumed i n  t he  form of e l e c t r i c i t y  o r  o t h e r  
s o r t s  of power would come from t h e  renewable resources  
of t h e  e a r t h  such a s  s u n l i g h t ,  winds, t i d e s .  

[End of Interview] 

F i n a l  Typis t :  J . E .  McPherson 



POSTSCRIPT -- June 24, 1982 

The p r e d i c t e d  resurgence i n  environmental  enthusiasm came wi th  t h e  
1980 e l e c t i o n  of Ronald Reagan and h i s  appointment of James Watt, Anne 
Gorsuch, and o t h e r s .  During t h e  pe r iod  from e a r l y  1981 u n t i l  mid-1982, 
most environmental  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  FOE and t h e  S i e r r a  Club) 
saw t h e i r  membership r o l l s  su rge  by 50 p e r c e n t  and more. How permanent 
t h i s  membership growth w i l l  prove t o  b e  we awai t  anx ious ly .  

On t h e  q u e s t i o n  of what w i l l  happen t o  FOE when Dave Brower l e a v e s ,  
we have a c l u e .  Dave went i n t o  nominal r e t i r e m e n t  on FOE'S t e n t h  
ann iversa ry :  J u l y  11, 1979. A s  p r e d i c t e d  i n  t h e  in te rv iew,  he  named 
Edwin Matthews t o  succeed him as p r e s i d e n t .  (This d i d  not  work o u t ,  
however; Matthews was rep laced  l e s s  than a y e a r  l a t e r  by Rafe Pomerance, 
who con t inues  as p r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  p resen t .  t ime . )  

Dave's r e t i r e m e n t  is  n o t  much of a r e t i r e m e n t .  Soc ia l  S e c u r i t y  now 
pays him, and he  g e t s  a modest pension from FOE Foundation.  He s t i l l  
works f u l l  t i m e  (which is double t ime f o r  anyone e l s e ) ,  and h e  s t i l l  has  
h i s  o f f i c e  a t  FOE. He involves  himself  a b i t  l e s s  i n  day-to-day a f f a i r s  
o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and as a consequence t h e  execu t ive  committee.and 
t h e  s t a f f  a r e  e x e r t i n g  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  more. 

Tom Turner 

24 June 1982 
Berkeley,  C a l i f o r n i a  



INDEX -- Tom Turner 

Adams, Ansel ,  13 ,  16 ,  20 

Berry,  P h i l l i p  S. ,  11, 28, 30 
Brower, David R. 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t y l e ,  7, 1 4 ,  21-22, 25, 26-27 
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  S i e r r a  Club, 5-14, 16-19, 20, 26-27, 30 
family ,  1, 8 
p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  and v i s i o n ,  2, 1 9 ,  20-21, 24, 30, 32 

Chamberlain, Anne, 5 
Clinch,  Nicholas ,  16-17 
Clyde, Norman, 3-4 

Diablo Canyon power p l a n t ,  9-13, 1 8  

E a r t h  Day (1970), 15 ,  25 
Ear th  Na t iona l  Park ad,  8 ,  27 
E i s s l e r ,  Fred,  10 
environmental  p r o t e c t i o n  

campaign t a c t i c s  and s t r a t e g i e s ,  12-13 
p e r s o n a l  mot iva t ions  f o r ,  1-2, 15-16 
phi losophy,  26 

Fr iends  o f  t h e  Ear th  (FOE), 1 5 ,  19,  22, 24-26, 32 

Glen Canyon, 1-2 
Golden, Rober t ,  5 
Grand Canyon, dams i n ,  2 

Leonard, Richard,  8 ,  11, 13,  1 8 ,  20, 28, 30 
L i t t o n ,  Mart in ,  9 ,  11, 13 ,  29 

McCloskey, J. Michael, 6 ,  1 8  
Matthews, Edwin, 24-25, 32 



Nash, Hugh, 5 ,  6, 12 ,  17  
Nipomo Dunes, 9-10, 12 

P a c i f i c  G a s  and E l e c t r i c  Company, 9 ,  10,  11, 12 

Schwei tzer ,  Mart in ,  3-4 
Schanhaar, Jack ,  5 
S i e r r a  Club 

expansion,  13-14, 20, 32 
i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  1960s,  5-14, 16-18, 26-30 
i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  1970s,  22-23 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  program, 14,  19 ,  28 
o u t i n g s ,  1-2 
p u b l i c a t i o n s  program, 3-4, 28 
s t a f f ,  3, 5-8 

S i e r r a  Club B u l l e t i n ,  11-12, 17  
S i l l ,  Richard,  20-21 
S i r i ,  W i l l i a m  E., 10,  12 

technology and t h e  environment,  30-31 

Wayburn, Edgar, 5 ,  16-17, 29 


