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PREFACE 

The Ora l  H i s to ry  Program of t h e  S i e r r a  Club 

I n  f a l l  1969 and s p r i n g  1970 a se l f -appoin ted  committee of S i e r r a  Clubbers 
met s e v e r a l  t imes t o  cons ider  two vexing and r e l a t e d  problems. The r a p i d  
membership growth of t h e  c lub  and i t s  involvement i n  environmental  i s s u e s  on a 
n a t i o n a l  s c a l e  l e f t  n e i t h e r  t ime nor  r e sou rces  t o  document t h e  c l u b ' s  i n t e r n a l  
and e x t e r n a l  h i s t o r y .  Club r eco rds  were s t o r e d  i n  a number of l o c a t i o n s  and were 
i n a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  r e sea rch .  F u r t h e r ,  we were f a i l i n g  t o  t a k e  advantage of t h e  
r e l a t i v e l y  new technique of o r a l  h i s t o r y  by which t h e  reminiscences of c lub 
l e a d e r s  and members of long s t and ing  could be preserved .  

The ad hoc committee's recornendat ion  t h a t  a s t and ing  Hi s to ry  Committee be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  was approved by t h e  S i e r r a  Club Board of D i r e c t o r s  i n  May 1970. 
That September t h e  board des igna ted  The Bancroft  L ib ra ry  of t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of 
C a l i f o r n i a  a t  Berkeley a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  depos i to ry  of t h e  c l u b ' s  a r ch ives .  The 
l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of r eco rds ,  photographs and o t h e r  memorabilia known a s  t h e  
"S ie r r a  Club Papers" i s  thus  permanently p r o t e c t e d ,  and t h e  Bancroft  i s  
p repa r ing  a c a t a l o g  05 t h e s e  hold ings  which w i l l  be  i nva luab le  t o  s t u d e n t s  of 
t h e  conserva t ion  movement. 

The His tory  Committee then  focused i t s  e n e r g i e s  on how t o  develop a s i g n i -  
f i c a n t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  program. A s i x  page q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was mailed t o  members 
who had jo ined  t h e  c lub  p r i o r  t o  1931. More than  h a l f  responded, enab l ing  the  
committee t o  i d e n t i f y  numerous o l d e r  members a s  l i k e l y  p rospec t s  f o r  o r a l  i n t e r -  
views. (Some had hiked wi th  John Muir!) Other in te rv iewees  were s e l e c t e d  from 
t h e  ranks  of c lub  l e a d e r s h i p  over  t h e  p a s t  s i x  decades. 

Those committee members who volunteered  a s  i n t e rv i ewers  were t r a i n e d  i n  
t h i s  d i s c i p l i n e  by Wil la  Baum, head of t h e  Banc ro f t ' s  Regional Ora l  H i s t o r y  
O f f i c e  and a n a t i o n a l l y  recognized a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  Fu r the r  i n t e rv i ews  
have been completed i n  coopera t ion  wi th  u n i v e r s i t y  o r a l  h i s t o r y  c l a s s e s  a t  
C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y ,  F u l l e r t o n ;  Columbia Un ive r s i t y ,  New York; and t h e  
Un ive r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  'Berkeley.  Extensive in t e rv i ews  wi th  major c l u b  
l e a d e r s  a r e  most o f t e n  conducted on a p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a s i s  through t h e  Regional  
Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce .  

Copies of t h e  S i e r r a  Club o r a l  i n t e rv i ews  a r e  placed a t  The Bancroft  L ib re ry ,  
a t  UCLA, and a t  t h e  c l u b ' s  Colby L ib ra ry ,  and may be purchased f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  
c o s t  of photocopying, b inding ,  and sh ipp ing  by c lub  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s ,  c h a p t e r s ,  
and groups, a s  w e l l  a s  by o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Our h e a r t f e l t  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e i r  he lp  i n  making t h e  S i e r r a  Club Ora l  
H i s to ry  P r o j e c t  a success  goes t o  each in t e rv i ewee  and i n t e r v i e w e r ;  t o  every- 
one who has  w r i t t e n  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  an  o r a l  h i s t o r y ;  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
Board of D i r e c t o r s  f o r  i t s  r ecogn i t i on  of t h e  long-term importance of t h i s  
e f f o r t ;  t o  t h e  Trus t ees  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Foundation f o r  generous ly  provid ing  



t h e  necessary  funding; t o  c lub  and foundat ion  s t a f f ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Michael McCloskey, 
Denny Wilcher,  Colburn Wilbur, and Nicholas  Clinch;  t o  Wil la  Baum and Susan 
Schrepfer  of t h e  Regional O r a l  H i s to ry  Of f i ce ;  and last b u t  f a r  from l e a s t ,  t o  
t h e  members of t h e  Hi s to ry  Committee, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  Ann Lage, who has  
coordinated t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  e f f o r t  s i n c e  September 1974. 

You a r e  c o r d i a l l y  i n v i t e d  t o  read  and enjoy any o r  a l l  of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  
i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club s e r i e s .  By s o  doing you w i l l  l e a r n  much of t h e  c l u b ' s  h i s t o r y  
which is  a v a i l a b l e  nowhere e l s e ,  and of  t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  c a r e e r s  and accomplish- 
ments of many ou t s t and ing  c lub  l e a d e r s  and members. 

Marsha l l  H. Kuhn 
Chairman, H i s to ry  Committee 
1970 - 1978 

San Franc isco  
May 1, 1977 
( r ev i sed  May 1979, A.L.) 

I n s p i r e d  by t h e  v i s i o n  of i ts  founder  and f i r s t  chairman, Marshal l  Kuhn, t h e  
S i e r r a  Club Hi s to ry  Committee cont inued t o  expand i ts o r a l  h i s t o r y  program 
fo l lowing  h i s  dea th  i n  1978. With t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of a g r a n t  from t h e  Nat iona l  
Endowment f o r  t h e  Humanities,  awarded i n  J u l y  1980, t h e  S i e r r a  Club has  c o n t r a c t e a  
w i t h  t h e  Regional O r a l  H i s to ry  O f f i c e  of The Bancrof t  L ib ra ry  t o  conduct twelve 
t o  s i x t e e n  major i n t e rv i ews  of S i e r r a  Club a c t i v i s t s  and o t h e r  environmental 
l e a d e r s  of t h e  1960s and 1970s. A t  t h e  same time, t h e  vo lun tee r  i n t e r v i e w  
program has been a s s i s t e d  wi th  funds f o r  t r a i n i n g  in t e rv i ewers  and t r a n s c r i b i n g  
and e d i t i n g  volunteer-conducted in t e rv i ews ,  a l s o  focus ing  on t h e  p a s t  two decades. 

With t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  committee i n t e n d s  t o  document t h e  programs, s t r a -  
t e g i e s ,  and i d e a l s  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  S i e r r a  Club, as w e l l  a s  t h e  c lub  g r a s s r o o t s ,  
i n  a l l  i ts variety--from educa t ion  t o  l i t i g a t i o n  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  lobbying,  from 
energy po l i cy  t o  urban i s s u e s  t o  w i lde rnes s  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  from C a l i f o r n i a  t o  t h e  
Ca ro l inas  t o  New York. 

Together w i t h  t h e  w r i t t e s  a r ch ives  i n  The Bancrof t  L ib ra ry ,  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
program of t h e  1980s w i l l  p rovide  a va luab le  r eco rd  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club dur ing  a 
pe r iod  of v a s t l y  broadening environmental  g o a l s ,  r a d i c a l l y  changing s t r a t e g i e s  
of environmental a c t i o n ,  and major growth i n  s i z e  and i n f l u e n c e  on American 
p o l i t i c s  and s o c i e t y .  

S p e c i a l  thanks f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  l a t e r  phase a r e  due t o  Susan Schrep fe r ,  co- 
d i r e c t o r  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Documentation P r o j e c t ;  Ray Lage, c o c h a i r  of t h e  
Hi s to ry  Committee; t h e  S i e r r a  Club Board and s t a f f ;  members of t h e  p r o j e c t  ad- 
v i s o r y  board and t h e  Hi s to ry  Committee; and most impor t an t ly ,  t h e  in t e rv i ewees  
and in t e rv i ewers  f o r  t h e i r  u n f a i l i n g  coopera t ion .  

Ann Lage 
Cochair ,  H i s to ry  Committee 
Cod i r ec to r ,  S i e r r a  Club Documentation 

P r o j e c t  
Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a  
A p r i l ,  1981 



SIERRA CLUB ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 
A p r i l  1983 

Regional Ora l  H i s to ry  Of f i ce ,  The Bancroft  L ib ra ry  

David R. Brower, Environmental A c t i v i s t ,  P u b l i c i s t ,  and Prophet ,  
Richard M. Leonard, Mountaineer, Lawyer, Envi ronmenta l i s t ,  1976 
Norman B .  Livermore, Jr . ,  Man i n  t he  Middle: High S i e r r a  Packer ,  

Timberman, Conse rva t ion i s t ,  C a l i f o r n i a  Resources Sec re t a ry ,  
William E. S i r i ,  Re f l ec t ions  on The S i e r r a  Club, t h e  Environment, 

and Mountaineering, 1950s-1970s, 1979 
SIERRA CLUB LEADERS,1950s-1970s: 

Alexander Hildebrand,  S i e r r a  Club Leader and C r i t i c :  Pe r spec t ive  on 
Club Growth, Scope, and T a c t i c s ,  1950s-1970s, 1982 

Martin L i t t o n ,  S i e r r a  Club D i r e c t o r  and Uncompromising P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  
1950s-1970s, 1982 

Raynond J. Sherwin, Conse rva t ion i s t ,  Judge, and S i e r r a  Club P r e s i d e n t ,  
1960s-1970s, 1982 

Theodore A. Snyder, Jr., Southeas t  Conservation Leader and S i e r r a  Club 
P r e s i d e n t ,  1960s-1970s, 1982 

Wallace S tegner ,  T h e - A r t i s t  a s  Environmental Advocate, 1983 

In  Process:  Ansel Adams, P h i l l i p  S. Berry, C l a i r e  Dedrick, Brock Evans, 
, 

J .  Michael McCloskey, Stewart  Udal l ,  Edgar Wayburn 

S i e r r a  Club His tory  Committee 

E l i zabe th  Marston Bade, Reco l l ec t ions  of William F. Bade and the  Ear ly  
S i e r r a  Club, 1976 

P h i l i p  S. Bernays, Founding t h e  Southern C a l i f o r n i a  Chapter ,  1975 
Harold C. Bradley, Fu r the r ing  t h e  S i e r r a  Club T r a d i t i o n ,  1975 
Cice ly  M. Chr i s ty ,  Cont r ibut ions  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club and the  San Franc isco  

Bay Chapter ,  1938-1970s, 1982 
Nathan C. Clark,  S i e r r a  Club Leader,  Outdoorsman, and Engineer,  1977 
Harold E. Crowe. S i e r r a  Club Phvs ic ian .  Baron. and P res iden t .  1975 - - - - - - - - , - -  - - - -  - 

Glen Dawson, P ioneer  Rock Climber and Sk i  Mountaineer, 1975 
Nora Evans, S ix ty  Years w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 1976 
F ranc i s  Farquhar,  S i e r r a  Club Mountaineer and E d i t o r ,  1974 
Marjory Bridge Farquhar,  P ioneer  Woman Rock C l i m b e r  and S i e r r a  Club 

D i r e c t o r ,  1977 
Al f r ed  Forsyth,  The S i e r r a  Club i n  New York and New Mexico, 1965-1978, 1981 
Wanda B. Goody, A Hiker ' s  View of  t he  Ea r ly  S i e r r a  Club, 1982 
C. Nelson Hackett .  Las t inn  I m ~ r e s s i o n s  of t h e  Ea r lv  S i e r r a  Club. 1975 - 
J o e l  Hildebrand,  S i e r r a  Club Leader and Ski  Mountaineer, 1974 
E t h e l  Rose Taylor  H o r s f a l l ,  On t h e    rail w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 1920s-1960s, 

1982 
Helen LeConte, Reminiscences of LeConte Family Outings,  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 

and Ansel Adams, 1977 



Grant McConnell, Conservation and P o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  North Cascades, 1983 
John and Ruth Mendenhall, Forty Years of S i e r r a  Club Mountaineering 

Leadership,  1938-1978, 1979 
Stewart M. Ogilvy, S i e r r a  Club Expansion and Evolution: The A t l a n t i c  

Chapter,  1957-1969, 1982 
Harriet T. Parsons,  A Half-Century of S i e r r a  Club Involvement, 
Ruth E. Prager ,  Remembering t h e  High Tr ips ,  1976 
Bestor  Robinson, Thoughts on Conservation and the  S i e r r a  Club, 
Gordon Robinson, Fores t ry  Consultant  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 1979 
James E. Rother,  The S i e r r a  Club i n  t h e  Ear ly  1900s, 1974 
Tom Turner ,  A Pe r spec t ive  on David Brower and t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 

1968-1969. 1982 
Anne Van Tyne, S i e r r a  Club S ta lwar t :  Conse rva t ion i s t ,  Hiker ,  Chapter 

and Council Leader,  1981 

I n  Process :  George Alderson, Ruth Bradley, Robert Braun, E s t e l l e  Brown, 
Lewis Clark ,  Frank Duveneck, J u l e s  Eichorn, Fred E i s s l e r ,  
Joseph Fonta ine ,  Kathleen Jones ,  Stewart  Kimball, Keith Lummis, 
George Marshal l ,  Susan M i l l e r ,  Sigurd Olson 

C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Fullerton--Southern S ie r r ans  P r o j e c t  

Thomas h e u s ,  New Di rec t ions  f o r  t he  Angeles Chapter,  1977 
Robert Bear,  Desert  Conservation and Explora t ion  w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 

1946-1978, 1980 
I r e n e  Charnock, P o r t r a i t  of a S i e r r a  Club Volunteer,  1977 
J. Gordon Chelew, Ref l ec t ions  of an Angeles Chapter Member, 1921-1975, 1976 
Arthur  B. Johnson, Climbing and Conservation i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club's Southern 

C a l i f o r n i a  Chapter,  1930-1960s, 1980 
O l i v i a  R. ~ o h n s o n ,  High Tr ip  Reminiscences, T904-1945, 1977 
E. S tan ley  Jones,  S i e r r a  Club Of f i ce r  and Angeles Chapter Leader,  1931-1975, 

19 76 
Marion Jones,  Reminiscences of the  Southern C a l i f o r n i a  S i e r r a  Club, 

1927-1975, 1976 
Robert R. Marshal l ,  Angeles Chapter Leader and Wilderness Spokesman, 1960s, 

1977 
Dorothy L e a v i t t  Pepper, High Tr ip  High J i n k s ,  1976 
Roscoe and W i l m a  Poland, Desert  Conservation: Voices from t h e  S i e r r a  Club's 

San Diego Chapter,  1980 
Richard S e a r l e ,  Grassroots  S i e r r a  Club Leader,  1976 



Univers i ty  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  Berkeley--The S i e r r a  Club and t h e  Urban Environment 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY CHAPTER INNER CITY OUTINGS: 
P a t r i c k  Colgan,"Just One of t h e  Kids Myself," 1980 
Jordan H a l l ,  T r i a l  and Er ro r :  t h e  Ear ly  Years,  1980 
Duff LaBoyteaux, Towards a Na t iona l  S i e r r a  club Program, 1980 
Marlene Sa rna t ,  Laying t h e  Foundations f o r  I C O ,  1980 
George Zuni, From t h e  I n n e r  Ci ty  Out, 1980 

SIERRA CLUB OUTREACH TO WOMEN: 
Helen Burke, Women's I s s u e s  i n  t h e  Environmental Movement, 1980 

LABOR AND THE ENVIRONMENT I N  THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA, 1960s-1970s: 
David Jenk ins ,  Environmental Cont rovers ies  and t h e  Labor Movemement i n  

t h e  Bay Area, 1981 
Amy Meyer , Preserving, 1981 
Anthony L. Ramos, A Labor Leader Concerned wi th  t h e  Environment, 1981 
Dwight C .  S t e e l e ,  Environmental is t  and Labor A l ly ,  1981 



INTRODUCTION - by David R. Brower 

Jack Ta r r ,  be fo re  t h e  name w a s  f i x e d  b r i e f l y  t o  a San Francisco h o t e l ,  
w a s  my roommate i n  t h e  Tecoyah dormitory i n  Yosemite Val ley,  h o s t e l  f o r  
male s i n g l e s  who worked f o r  t h e  Company. He w a s  a l s o  a Stanford  man, one 
of t h e  many who g r a v i t a t e d  t o  t he  Company, perhaps because D r .  Don 
Tresidder  w a s  i ts  p r e s i d e n t .  Jack knew ano the r  S tanford  man. "He 
doesn ' t  l i k e  you," he s a i d ,  "because of something you wrote  f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club B u l l e t i n  t h a t  is  depreca tory  of mules ." 

The o t h e r  S tanford  man was I k e  Livermore, t h e  year  w a s  1936, and 
the  a r t i c l e  was e n t i t l e d  "Far from t h e  Madding Mules" and had appeared 
i n  t h e  1935 Annual Magazine Number of t he  B u l l e t i n .  I t  was my f i r s t  
a r t i c l e ,  and i t  had been heav i ly  e d i t e d  by F ranc i s  Farquhar.  Far  from 
be ing  depreca tory  of  mules, even a f t e r  e d i t i n g ,  i t  p r a i s e d  one mule, 
named-'Jiggs, who helped Hervey Voge and m e  c a r r y  a heavy food cache up 
t o  t he  t r a i l h e a d  beneath t h e  North Pa l i s ade ,  dropping t h e  cache t h e r e  and 
l e a v i n g  us  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t he  freedom of backpackers f o r  t he  nex t  s e v e r a l  
weeks. 

Within the  n e x t  t h r e e  yea r s  I w a s  a b l e  t o  persuade I k e  (whom I . 
suspec t  had read  t h e  t i t l e  b u t  not t he  a r t i c l e )  t h a t  I r e a l l y  had 
noth ing  a g a i n s t  mules. By then  I w a s  an  a s s i s t a n t  l e a d e r  of t h e  S i e r r a  
Club High Tr ip ,  embarking upon a summertime a d d i c t i o n  I would enjoy 
from 1939 through 1956 (with t i m e  ou t  f o r  World War 1 1 ) ,  throughout 
most of  which I would be  p l e a s a n t l y  involved  w i t h  mules and i n  argument 
w i th  Ike .  

Among h i s  virtues--and I t h i n k  t h e r e  are a g r e a t  many of them--is 
one t h a t  enabled him t o  d i sag ree  wi th  m e  o f t e n  wi thout  eve r  i n c i t i n g  m e  
t o  be  angry wi th  him, o r  even more than s l i g h t l y  exaspera ted  a t  worst .  
The disagreements  kep t  cropping up. Speaking of cropping,  I remember 
t h a t  he  and the  packers  he l e d  q u i t e  o f t e n  complained about  my tendency 
t o  choose High Tr ip  campsi tes  t h a t  w e r e  up i n  t he  rocks  r a t h e r  than 
down i n  t h e  croppable meadows. We would a l s o  d i sag ree ,  amicably, about  
how much the S i e r r a  Club should pay f o r  the  s e r v i c e s  of Mount Whitney 
Pack Trains  o r  the  Mineral  King Pack O u t f i t .  We usua l ly  ended up w i t h  
an agreement each of us would w i l l i n g l y  have accepted e i t h e r  end o f .  

I th ink  t h e  High S i e r r a  packing bus ines s  is  t h e  one he would have 
p r e f e r r e d  t o  s t a y  wi th ,  b u t  h i s  family brought  p r e s s u r e s  t o  bea r  a g a i n s t  
h i s  choosing t h a t  p ro fe s s ion .  So t h e r e  were o t h e r  disagreements ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  about  which redwoods t o  c u t  and which t o  save .  H e  wanted 
t o  h e a r  a good many f a l l  t h a t  I thought should remain s i l e n t .  As 
Governor ~ e a g a n ' s  Resources Sec re t a ry  he was quoted as be ing  q u i t e  



i r a t e  wi th  m e ,  t o  the  p o i n t  of ques t ioning  my honesty, a disagreement 
again  stemming from a t i t l e  I had given something, i n  t h i s  case  a 
S i e r r a  Club book, The Las t  Redwoods. His b ro the r  Putnam entered  the  
breach and th ings  w e r e  smoothed over.  

S t i l l  another  disagreement was about my n o t  be ing  m i l i t a n t  enough 
i n  the  b a t t l e  t o  prevent  t rans-Sier ra  roads. m o  proposed roads t h a t  
w e r e  an abomination t o  Ike  Livermore were the  Porterville-Lone Pine  
and Mammoth Pass roads. Both w e r e  an abomination t o  m e ,  too, b u t  i t  
was the  d i l i g e n c e  of Ike  Livermore, no t  of Dave Brower, t h a t  had 
most t o  do wi th  t h e i r  n o t  abominating the S i e r r a  more than they do. 

Few in t roduc t ions  t o  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  have ce leb ra ted  disagreements.  
Perhaps t h i s  i s  the  only one. But i t  may be  worthwhile t r y i n g  f o r  a 
minute t o  see what makes i t  poss ib le  f o r  people t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  
disagreements agreeably. Perhaps the  s e c r e t  i s  t o  s t a r t  having them 
around a High S i e r r a  campfire,  preceded by a b i t  of q u i e t  disarmament. 

Ike  disarmed people by r e g a l i n g  them. H i s  campfire s t o r i e s  
twinkled. One might be  a s t o r y  about the  man on a sadd le  t r i p  who was 
so  f a t  t h a t  t h e  saddlehorn wore a b l i s t e r  on h i s  stomach. O r  i t  might 
b e  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of h i s  own t r a v e l s  i n  the  Himalaya, a s t r i d e  a mule 
(o r  was i t  a donkey?) t h a t  was b i g  enough f o r  a Nepalese, bu t  no t  
b i g  enough t o  keep I k e ' s  f e e t  from t r a i l i n g  on the  ground a s  he  rode. 
O r  i t  might be my favorite--about the  l i v e  chickens taken along on 
a sadd le  t r i p  a s  p a r t  of the  l a r d e r ,  chickens hobbled a t  n i g h t  wi th  
rubber bands, a l l  of t h i s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  managed u n t i l  t h e  Park Service  
ranger came a long,  charged the  chickens wi th  n o t  being indigenous,  
requi red  t h e i r  immediate execution,  and s tayed f o r  chicken d inner .  

How could you d i sag ree  e f f e c t i v e l y  wi th  a man a f t e r  s t o r i e s  l i k e  
t h a t ?  O r  even d i sag ree  l a t e r ?  

Out of h a b i t ,  I suppose, and thus i t  is  t h a t  I am a b l e  t o  d isagree  
wi th  P res iden t  Livermore, of the  Ca l i fo rn ia  Fish and Game Commission, 
about how t o  rescue the  Ca l i fo rn ia  condor. dapt ive  breed them, he says.  
Spare t h e i r  h a b i t a t  and p r o t e c t  them from poisons,  hunting p ressu re ,  
overzealous b i o l o g i s t s  , and l eapf rog  subdivis ions ,  I rep ly ;  g ive  them a 
chance t o  breed by themselves, and wildness t o  inform them and t o  make 
i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  them t o  be condors. But even i n  t h i s  disagreement,  i n  
which I have ~ l v e n  more words t o  my case  than to  h i s ,  t he re  i s  an  under- 
l y i n g  accord t h a t  through a l l  the  yea r s  has  l e t  the disagreements be 
p a i n l e s s ,  perhaps even c r e a t i v e .  I suspect  t h a t  i t  i s  t h i s  accord 
t h a t  l e t  him da re  ask m e  t o  w r i t e  an  in t roduc t ion  and t h a t  l e t  m e  be 
p leased  s o  much t o  agree t o  t r y  to .  



The accord c e n t e r s  i n  one th ing:  our mutual devotion t o  wi lderness .  
Whether i t  b e  Elrs. Elalaprop's apprec ia t ion  of " the  p l ace  where the  hand 
of man has  n o t  set foo t , "  o r  Wallace S tegne r ' s  ( t h a t  "It w a s  no t  
given t o  man t o  make wi lderness ;  b u t  he  can make d e s e r t s ,  and has") ,  
o r  Robert Marshal l ' s  ( i t  must be  b i g  enough t o  r e q u i r e  your camping 
o u t  when you c r o s s  i t ) ,  o r  t he  a n t i t h e s i s  of Emanuel F r i t z ' s  ("nature 
never  does anyth ing  r i g h t " ) ,  o r  Thoreau's ("In Wildness is  t h e  P rese rva t ion  
of t h e  World"), Ike  Livermore and I a r e  going t o  agree  about i t ,  and 
know t h a t  wi thout  w i lde rness ,  t he  wor ld ' s  a cage. Caged people s n a r l  
a t  each o the r .  

David R. Brower 

Apr i l  8 ,  1983 
San Francisco,  Ca l i fo rn ia  



INTERVIEW HISTORY--Sierra Club Hi s to ry  S e r i e s  

"Ike" Livermore, s e l f  -des c r i b e d  "man i n  t h e  middle,  I' b r i ngs  a unique 
and complex pe r spec t ive  t o  t h i s  s e r i e s  on S i e r r a  Club and conserva t ion  h i s t o r y .  
The f i r s t  son of a prominent Bay Area family,  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  conserva t ion  
was s t imu la t ed  by h i s  mother, Caro l ine ,  one of t h e  founders  of t h e  Marin Con- 
s e r v a t i o n  League, wh i l e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  Norman, S r . ,  tended t o  i n c u l c a t e  t h e  
bus iness  po in t  of view. 

As a packer and pack t r a i n  owner i n  t h e  High S i e r r a  i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s  and 
f o r t i e s ,  Livermore developed a deep love  f o r  both wi lde rnes s  and mules,  and 
began a l i f e l o n g  crusade  t o  keep roads o u t  of t h e  S i e r r a  h igh  count ry .  

A s  a S i e r r a  Club d i r e c t o r  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s ,  he  maintained w a r m  f r i e n d s h i p s  
b u t  a l s o  good-humored d i s d a i n  f o r  t h e  peak-seeking rock cl imbers  who l e d  t h e  
club t o  t h e  top  on i t s  ou t ings  and i n  i t s  conserva t ion  campaigns dur ing  those  
yea r s  and who were o f t e n  no t  understanding enough of t h e  bus iness  p o i n t  of 
view t o  s u i t  Livermore. 

Despi te  h i s  c a r e e r  a s  a redwood lumberman and t r e a s u r e r  of P a c i f i c  Lumber 
Company f o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  he  understood t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s s u r e s  f o r  a meaningful 
Redwood Nat iona l  Park i n  t h e  s i x t i e s .  He played a l ead ing  r o l e  i n  winning 
Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  suppor t  f o r  a n a t i o n a l  park  on Redwood Creek, whi le  
working t o  encourage a program of l and  exchanges t o  e a s e  t h e  burden on t h e  
lumber companies a f f e c t e d .  

Appointed C a l i f o r n i a ' s  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Resources by Ronald Reagan i n  1967, 
Livermore faced a cab ine t  and governor 's  o f f i c e  of men wi th  l i t t l e  unders tanding  
o f ,  o r  sympathy f o r ,  t h e  conserva t ion  movement. Never the less ,  h i s  i n t e g r i t y  
and de termina t ion ,  coupled wi th  s t r o n g  p u b l i c  p re s su re s ,  won Reagan's suppor t  
f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  p o i n t  of  view on s e v e r a l  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s ,  most 
no tab ly  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  planned Minaret Summit road a c r o s s  t h e  S i e r r a  
and t h e  s c u t t l i n g  of t h e  proposed Dos Rios dam i n  Round Val ley .  Somewhat i m -  
p a t i e n t l y ,  b u t  w i th  grudging admira t ion ,  a f e l l ow c a b i n e t  o f f i c e r  no ted  i n  t h e  
c l o s i n g  days of t h e  Reagan governorship,  "The sun  never  s e t s  on a L i v ~ r m o r e  
argument." 

I n  t h e  fo l lowing  in t e rv i ew,  " I k e l  Livermore r e f l e c t s  on t h e s e  exper iences  
i n  h i s  l i f e ,  showing how he  sought  a ba lance  between c o n f l i c t i n g  p re s su res  from 
w i t h i n  and wi thout  du r ing  h i s  c a r e e r s  za packer ,  timberman, and s t a t e  Resources 
s e c r e t a r y .  He a l s o  comments on h i s  exper iences  on t h e  Reagan t r a n s i t i o n  team 
i n  Washington, D.C.  

P repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  in t e rv i ew inc luded  conversa t ions  wi th  S i e r r a  Club 
l e a d e r s ,  p a s t  and p r e s e n t ,  who had worked w i t h  Livermore over  t h e  y e a r s ;  and re- 
s ea rch  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club papers and t h e  Robert Marshal l  papers  i n  The Bancroft  
L ib ra ry  and i n  t h e  ex t ens ive  papers  of t h e  Ronald Reagan governorship a t  t h e  
Hoover h s t i t u t e  a t  S tanford  Un ive r s i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t hese  sou rces ,  N r .  



Livermore himself has maintained f i l e s  of personal  papers r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s  
family,  c a r e e r s ,  and conservat ion i n t e r e s t s .  

This i n t e rv iew w a s  a  coopera t ive  e f f o r t  by t h e  S i e r r a  Club Documentation 
P r o j e c t  and t h e  Ronald Reagan Gubernator ia l  Era Pro j .ec t .  For t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 
a  s e r i e s  of four  in t e rv iew ses s ions  were conducted i n  October and November of 
1981 a t  t h e  Livermore's comfortable home i n  San Rafae l ,  Ca l i fo rn ia .  M r .  
Livermore took a s e r i o u s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  in t e rv iews ,  consu l t ing  h i s  papers t o  
r e f r e s h  h i s  memory when necessary .  He obviously enjoyed t h e  n o s t a l g i c  a s p e c t  
of recording  h i s  l i f e  and times a s  a  packer and as Resources admin i s t r a to r .  
A t  t h e  same time, h i s  a c t i v e  concern wi th  p resen t  commitments is  immediately 
ev ident .  Among o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s ,  he  se rves  a s  p re s iden t  of t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  F ish  and Game Commission, oversees  h i s  f ami ly ' s  ranch i n  Ca l i s toga ,  
pursues h i s  goal  of c los ing  permanently t h e  Minarets c o r r i d o r  across  the  
S i e r r a ,  and reads widely t o  keep a b r e a s t  of c u r r e n t  environmental i s s u e s .  

The S i e r r a  Club p o r t i o n  of t h e  in t e rv iew w a s  e d i t e d  f o r  c l a r i t y  and 
accuracy by Karen Jorgensen-Esmaili and reviewed by M r .  Livermore wi th  no 
s u b s t a n t i a l  changes. During the  course of  t h e  in t e rv iews ,  t h e  Friends of The 
Bancroft Library  i n v i t e d  M r .  Livermore t o  be guest  speaker  a t  t h e  opening of 
an  e x h i b i t  on ecology and conserva t ion .  The t e x t  of t h i s  speech, which is  
r e f e r r e d  t o  r epea ted ly  i n  t h e  in t e rv iew,  is  included a s  a n  appendix. 

Ann Lage 
In terv iewer  
S i e r r a  Club P r o j e c t  

Apr i l  20, '198.3 
Berkeley, C a l i f o m i a  

INTERVIEW HISTORY--Ronald Reagan Gubernatorial  Era S e r i e s  

Many of the  environmental b a t t l e s  i n  which M r .  Livermore p a r t i c i p a t e d  
occurred while  Ronald Reagan w a s  governor of C a l i f o r n i a  and Livermore was 
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  s t a t e  Resources Agency. For t h e  concluding chapters  of t h i s  
memoir, Livermore was asked t o  r e c a l l  f o r  t h e  Ronald Reagan o r a l  h i s t o r y  
p r o j e c t  h i s  s e r v i c e  a s  a c a b i z e t  member. H i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  inc lude  a  few 
v i v i d  personal  glimpses of Reagan i n  a c t i o n .  Among them a r e  t h e  High S i e r r a  
pack t r i p  they took toge the r  and t h e  dec id ing  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  Governor's 
dec i s ion  not  t o  go ahead wi th  cons t ruc t ion  of t he  Dos Rios dam i n  Round Valley: 
"The Indians have been pushed around long enough." 

I n  s p i t e  of ex tens ive  pe r iod ic  r eo rgan iza t ion  of t h e  s t a t e ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
s t r u c t u r e ,  Livermore remained resources  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  t h e  e i g h t  yea r s  of 



Reagan's governorship.  H e  was, i n  f a c t ,  one of t h e  few s e n i o r  o f f i c i a l s  t o  
remain i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  through both terms, and one of  t h e  few t o  have 
long  exper ience  i n  t h e  program a r e a  he headed. Livermore speaks w i th  a  c l e a r  
s ense  of p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t ,  combined w i t h  h i s  amiable  manner, may account  
f o r  t h e  s t e a d y  p rog re s s  made i n  developing t h e  s t a t e ' s  environmental  p o l i c i e s  
and programs. Environmental i s s u e s  were a l s o  one of t h e  r a r e  t o p i c s  on which 
t h e  governor ' s  o f f i c e  and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  were i n  agreement. L e g i s l a t o r s  
in te rv iewed f o r  t h e  Reagan p r o j e c t  have noted t h a t  they  were r e c e i v i n g  con- 
s i d e r a b l e  p r e s s u r e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1960s t o  do something t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  environ- 
ment. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  on human s e r v i c e s  i s s u e s  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  governor ,  
and t h e  p u b l i c  were s h a r p l y  d iv ided .  

The group processes  of  t h e  governor ' s  o f f i c e  and c a b i n e t  system t h a t  
Livermore d e s c r i b e s  appear  t o  have s a t  more l i g h t l y  on him than  heading up 
t h e  Resources Agency i t s e l f ,  which was comprised of t r a d i t i o n a l l y  s t r o n g  
departments  such a s  t h e  Department of  Water Resources.  A s  Livermore t e l l s  of  
working w i t h  t h e  ,department 's  independent-minded d i r e c t o r ,  Wil l iam G i a n e l l i ,  
one g e t s  a  s ense  of  t h e  powerful i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  f a c i n g  t h e  
c o a l i t i o n s  o f  newer c i t i z e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  involved i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club advocacy 
a c t i v i t i e s  de sc r ibed  e a r l i e r .  

This  p o r t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r v i e w  was e d i t e d  by t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  and c a r e f u l l y  
reviewed by M r .  Livermore. P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  f i n a l  p roduct ion  was done by 
Karen Jorgensen-Esmaili .  

The Reagan Gube rna to r i a l  Era S e r i e s  of  which t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  is  a  p a r t  
was begun i n  1979 t o  p re se rve  f i r s t h a n d  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s s u e s  
and even t s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  s t a t e  government from 1966 through 1974. In t e rv i ews  
f o r  t h e  series have been recorded w i t h  members of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  governor ' s  
o f f i c e  and execu t ive  departments ,  and o t h e r s  concerned wi th  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s .  
I n i t i a l  suppor t  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  was provided by t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  v i a  t h e  
o f f i c e  of  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s tate,  and c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  has  been 
made p o s s i b l e  by g i f t s  from f r i e n d s  of  Ronald Reagan. The p r o j e c t  is  a  segment 
o f  t h e  s t a t e  Government H i s to ry  Documentation P r o j e c t ,  which began i n  1969 
wi th  a  s tudy  o f  t h e  E a r l  Warren g u b e r n a t o r i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

Gabrielle Morris  
In t e rv i ewer  
Reagan P r o j e c t  

A p r i l  20, 1983 
Berkeley, C a l i f o r n i a  



CAPTIONS 

a b w ~ e :  FAMILY PHOTO WITH MOTHER AND FATHER, 1950 

Back row, l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  Putnam, Robert ,  John, Norman 
B. Livermore, Sr . ,  Norman B.  Livermore, Jr., George 

Front  l e f t :  George's w i f e  Jane t  and c h i l d r e n  Richard 
and Thomas 

Front  cen te r :  Mother Carol ine  

Front  r i g h t :  Norman B. ~ i v e r m o r e ' s  w i fe  Vi rg in i a  and 
c h i l d r e n  Edi th ,  P a u l i ,  and Norman I11 ( i n  l a p )  

below: FAMILY PHOTO ON MOTHER'S EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY AT 
MONTESOL, AUGUST 1963 

Back row, l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  Putnam, John, Norman B .  
Livermore, Jr., Thomas, Robert,  Norman I11 (son) ,  
Samuel ( son) ,  George 

Seated,  l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  Richard, E l i zabe th ,  J a n e t ,  , 

Carol ine  (mother),  V i rg in i a  (wi fe ) ,  Jean hold ing  
Sarah and Robert Jr. 

Front  row, l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  W i l l i a m ,  David (son) ,  
Lauren, Carol ine  



I FAMILY, EDUCATION, AND EARLY OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES 

[Interview 1: October 1, 1981]i/# 

Family and Youth i n  Northern Ca l i fo rn ia  

Lage : We want t o  s t a r t  today by bui ld ing up a p i c t u r e  of your family 
l i f e ,  your e a r l y  l i f e ,  t o  f i n d  some of the  r o o t s  of your i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  environment, and your o the r  concerns. Do you want t o  
f i r s t  s t a r t  with your b i r t h d a t e  and where you were born and then 
t e l l  us  something about your family? 

Livermore: A l l  r i g h t ,  I was born March 27, 1911, i n  San Francisco, the  
o ldes t  of f i v e  brothers .  I weighed about eleven pounds, I ' m  
to ld .  My mother was n a t i v e  t o  Texas; my f a t h e r  i s  n a t i v e  t o  San 
Francisco. I spent about t h e  f i r s t  twenty yea rs .  of my l i f e  i n  
San Francisco, where two of my brothers  s t i l l  l i v e , . o n  Russian 
H i l l ,  t he  old family house, and spent p r a c t i c a l l y  every summer 
u n t i l  age eighteen on our ranch i n  northern Napa County (Montesol). 

Lage : So t h a t ' s  an o ld  family i n s t i t u t i o n ,  the  ranch. 

Livermore: Yes, very d e f i n i t e l y .  I n  f a c t  I can give you a hundred year 
brochure on i t ,  i f  you ' re  in te res ted .  I t 's  something t h a t ' s  
very sentimental  t o  a l o t  of us.  It was purchased i n  1880 by 
my grandf a the r .  

W e l l ,  i t ' s  a big p a r t  of our family t r a d i t i o n ,  c e r t a i n l y  
and had a g r e a t  influence on my l i f e ,  t h e  con t inu i ty  of i t  and 
the  beauty, i f  I do say so ,  of t h e  place.  I t ' s  had a g rea t  
e f f e c t  on my outdoor background. The e a r l y  years  i n  San Fran- 
c i sco  were t y p i c a l  c i t y  l i v i n g  except f o r  t h e  summers. Also, 

i/ # 
This symbol, ind ica tes  t h a t  a tape  o r  a segment of a tape has 
begun o r  ended. For a guide t o  t h e  tapes see  page 238. 



Livermore: one important  a d d i t i o n ,  dur ing  World War I my f a t h e r  w a s  over- 
s e a s  i n  t h e  Corps of Engineers  and bhe f l u  epidemic scared  
everyone. So my mother took u s  a l l  up, and w e  spent  a yea r ,  
through t h e  win te r ,  a t  t h e  ranch. That was unusual  i n  t hose  
days. I was about seven,  and t h a t  made a g r e a t  impression on 
me.  It was a g r e a t  t ime f o r  a young boy t o  be i n  t h e  semi- 
wi lderness ,  you might say.  

Lage : Was i t  a working ranch? 

Livermore: Working, marginal ly  working. It b a s i c a l l y  was and i s  a r e t r e a t ,  
bu t  w e  have q u i t e  an acreage  t h e r e .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  were 
about a thousand a c r e s ;  i t ' s  been added t o  s ince .  There w a s  
s q u i r r e l  shoot ing ,  and t h e r e  w a s  no e l e c t r i c i t y  then.  There was 
a h o r s e  s e tup ,  and i t  was p r e t t y  remote. I t 's  about e l even  
miles from t h e  n e a r e s t  town, and i n  t hose  days  t h e  working men 
were pa id  about t h i r t y  d o l l a r s  a month. W e  had q u i t e  a crew 
there .  My mother r a n  i t ,  and i t  was e x c i t i n g .  Tree ing  coons, 
and shoot ing  s q u i r r e l s ,  r i d i n g  horses ,  and chopping wood, and 
t a l k i n g  t o  p i c tu re sque  neighbors  and s o  f o r t h .  

Lage : Did your b r o t h e r s  respond t o  i t  i n  t h e  same way t h a t  you did? 

Livermore: Not t h a t  w i n t e r ,  because of course  my next  o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  was 
only f o u r  y e a r s  o ld ,  and my t h i r d  b ro the r ,  John, was a baby 
dur ing  t h a t  w in te r .  So I t h i n k  I w a s  t h e  only one t h a t  remembers 
it w e l l .  

Lage : T e l l  u s  something about  your pa ren t s .  I know your mother w a s  
q u i t e  a c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  i n  h e r  time. 

Livermore: Well, they were a g r e a t  p a i r ,  i f  I do say so. My f a t h e r  w a s  an 
engineer .  H e  spent  h i s  e a r l y  c a r e e r  surveying t h e  High S i e r r a  
f o r  water  p r o j e c t s .  I n  f a c t ,  n o t  long  ago I r a n  a c r o s s  h i s  
r e p o r t  on what l a t e r  became t h e  Sacramento Municipal U t i l i t y  
D i s t r i c t  Water System, i n  t h e  S i l v e r  Creek a r e a ,  t h e  Rubicon- 
American River .  

H e  met my mother through h i s  h a l f  s i s t e r ,  my aun t ;  they 
roomed toge the r  a t  Vassar College. My mother, a n a t i v e  of 
Galveston, Texas, was a southern  g i r l .  They were, i f  I do say 
so ,  a k ind  of remarkable p a i r .  She was demonstrat ive and 
southern  and e f f u s i v e  and outgoing. My f a t h e r  was r a t h e r  shy,  
no t  badly s o ;  h e  was, f o r  i n s t ance ,  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Univers i ty  
Club, and h e  was a prominent businessman. I n  t h e i r  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  
a f t e r  we moved t o  Marin County, my mother got  extremely i n t e r -  
e s t e d  i n  land-use planning.  She and a couple of o t h e r  l a d i e s  
s t a r t e d ,  I guess ,  p lanning  i n  Marin. And she  go t  very 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  about t h a t .  



C E N w a  MONTESOL 1980 

"PLACES'1Y)GO AND'l 'HINUS'rO K N O W "  

Survey markers 22 

Oat Hill Area 5 
Old Scott Furnace/Chinese Wall/Old Sawmill Site/Old Schoolhouse Site/ 
Old "Village" Site 

Arcadia-Uadlam Area 7 
Old I)am/Flume/Flsh Ponde/Cow Pasture Fence/Octagon Spring and 
I'ipellne/Oid Stone S h i m  to Bear Creek/lce House 

Ucar Valley Area 13 
I'ear Spring/Old Cabin Site and Hack Fireplace Headstone/Bob'e Apple 
'lieee/l'ocai CampPMonteml  Postpile"/Gladys Smith Grotto/"HaUway 
Ilouse"/Peregrine Falcon Eyrie/"Poacher's &mp"/Old Rack Wall Road/ 
Bear Valley Apple 'l'ree/Hookard's Apple 'l'rees 

Back noads 11 
Anaell-Coibna/Digger Pine Hidge - K i d d  Canyon/Cold Spring Fa l l  - 
Neesen's Notch/Ansell Ridge - Bear Valley/Holmes Flat - Dyer Canyon/ 
Old Power Line/Du(ehman's - F i e  Break/Viewpoint to  Bucksnon/UirI 
Scouts - Old Powderhouse/Old 'l'oll Road/Old Calistoga - Knoxville Road 

"Ypecia1"Traile (Foot a n d  Horse) 15 
Fal'con - Hookard'e Loop/Hone'l'rail to  Wood Dale/Penny'e Point/Ansell - 
EdithIWood Dale - Oaut/Wood Dale 'l'owards Jake'e/Bear Creek Pic&/ 
I'ig-Rookard Loop/Old road to Jake's IGaut)/Shakemaker'e to Ed i th  
Spring/"Crom 'Itail"/Puffer'e Peak to Van Neas Blulf/Stevensun Monu- 
ment/Holn~es Flat to G i r l  Smub/Hookardb to Poacher's Oap. 

hut-Jake's  A m  5 
Oaut's Trout  Pond/Vegetable Garden at Jake's/Piped Upper Spring/ 
Original Old Rackwalled Roads (2) 

Mlepellaneoue 12 
Dutchman's Stove/Apples/Parsi's Pool/Shakemaker Cabin/Chapman 
Cabin Site/Shrr-Subo Fence/'l'wiered Madrone/"John M u i r  'liee"/Old 
Chapman Rnce/Old HI'L grapevine/Old H P L  b a i l  to  UraIt/Old l l P L  
lleaervoir 

l l la tur ic  Sltes 12 
Stevenson Monument/Old Silverado Mine/ lb l l  House/Mt. Mill House/ 
Ilunsell's Cabin Site/CIausen Stone House dl Winery/Li l l i 'e Sawmill/ 
Wl~ile's Cabin dl Water 'l'rough/Cmnor's Cabin Site/Lapham'e Ho~ase/ 
Norton's Cabin Site/Lillie's Cabin Site 
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Livermore: My fa ther  was a l i t t l e  l e s s  en thus ias t i c  because he, of course, 
was a taxpayer, and he broadly represented the  businessman's 
point  of view, and my mother the  conservation point  of view. 
So I guess you might say t h a t ' s  one reason t h a t  I ' m  a s o r t  of 
meld between the two. I saw both s ides .  But he was proud of 
her. She was not adverse, f o r  instance,  t o  t e s t i f y ing  t o  t he  
board of supervisors, which she did many times. But he himself 
took a back s e a t  on that .  

Lage: Did he l e t  her go her own way, o r  did he-- 

Livermore: Oh yes, he  very de f in i t e ly  l e t  he r  go her own way. I think h i s  
big avocation was the ranch, as  I touched on e a r l i e r ,  and she 
was very good about that .  By t ha t  I mean f o r  l i t e r a l l y  her  
whole married l i f e ,  she p r ac t i c a l l y  never went anywhere e l s e  on 
vacation except the  ranch. One reason was t ha t  when my f a the r  
was a young man he broke h i s  h ip  twice, r id ing  bad horses,  and 
he was somewhat l imited i n  h i s  physical  capacity. It d idn ' t  
show a t  a l l ;  he was very healthy and l ived  t o  a r i p e  age, but  he 
suffered a l l  h i s  l i f e  from a s t i f f  hip. He couldn't,  f o r  
instance,  r i de  horseback o r  do much hunting o r  t ha t  type of 
thing. So t ha t  was kind of our ea r ly  pat tern .  

Lage : Was your mother an outdoorswoman? 

Livermore: No, t h a t ' s  t he  amazing thing.  She de f in i t e ly  was not. She was 
an organizational  person; she was a persuader, a thought leader.  
She was pres ident  of her  c l a s s  a t  Vassar. She was a great  
person at--I don' t  l i k e  t o  use t he  word manipulating--but 
influencing others.  But she was not outdoorsy, she never rode 
a horse,  she didn ' t  play any spor ts .  I n  f a c t ,  a family s tory ,  
which i s  probably not t r ue  but which was to ld ,  was t ha t  when 
she f i r s t  came West she was asked i f  she l iked outdoor spor ts .  
And she sa id ,  "Yes, I j u s t  love t o  rock on the  veranda." 

So she was in te res ted  i n  the  cause, the  open space cause 
and conservation cause. She was very keen on the  Audubon 
Society, but she did not have a bi rd  l is t .  She was very healthy,  
l ived t o  a r i p e  age, but she seldom exercised. She was j u s t  
r e a l l y  a "people person," act ive  i n  many causes besides conservation. 

Lage: When did she become involved i n  conservation concerns? 

Livermore: I think i t  was when we moved t o  Marin, which was i n  about 1930. 
P r io r  t o  t ha t ,  her  main ex t racur r icu la r  a c t i v i t y  had.been the  
church. She was a very ac t ive  Episcopalian, was on various 
bishop committees and what not .  When we moved here  my youngest 
brother was about s i x  years old,  so the  family was on the  way 



Livermore: t o  l eav ing  t h e  n e s t ,  t o  u s e  t h e  o l d  phrase.  I d o n ' t  know how 
s h e  got  s t a r t e d  i n  h e r  conserva t ion .  It may have been through 
a  garden c lub ;  I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

Lage : What drew h e r  t o  i t ?  She wasn ' t  a  hiker-- 

Livermore: I don ' t  r e a l l y  know; I was a t  c o l l e g e  a t  t h e  time. My f i r s t  
awareness of i t  was t h a t  t h i s  group got  t o g e t h e r  a  few thousand 
d o l l a r s  and they h i r e d  a  p lanner .  Pomeroy, I t h i n k  h i s  name 
was. And one t h i n g  l e d  t o  ano the r ,  and i t  j u s t  kind of grew 
l i k e  Topsy a s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, i n  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s . "  

Lage : So they took a  very broad approach. Land-use planning.  

Livermore: Yes. Land-use planning,  and i t  had t o  do a  couple  of y e a r s  
l a t e r  w i th  t h e  opening of t h e  Golden Gate Bridge. I remember 
h e r  say ing  t h a t  s h e  f igu red  t h i s  would b r i n g  a  huge i n f l u x ,  
which i t  d id .  I t h i n k  i t  was probably s t imula ted  i n  p a r t  by 
my f a t h e r  who, a s  I say ,  was very much of an outdoorsperson. 
And t h e  f e e l i n g  was, t h a t  t h e  b u c o l i c ,  p r i s t i n e  Marin t h a t  they 
had known would be  des t royed .  

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  we d i d  come over  h e r e  summers, when I was 
very young, be fo re  my g randfa the r  d ied .  My f a t h e r  had a  p l a c e  
in Ross. And t h a t ,  obviously,  was a  p recu r so r  of moving he re .  
I don ' t  remember t h a t  very w e l l  except  f o r  a  few l i t t l e ,  s i l l y  
childhood acc iden t s ,  because my g randfa the r  d i ed  when I was 
about six. And when h e  d i ed  then  my f a t h e r  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  ranch, 
s o  t h a t ' s  why we a c t u a l l y  s o l d  t h e  f i r s t  Ross p l a c e  and moved 
t o  t h e  Napa County f o r  t h e  summers. Then i t  was twenty-odd 
y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t  w e  l e f t  Russian H i l l ,  p a r t l y ,  I t h i n k ,  because 
of t h e  skyscrapers  and a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of bus iness .  

Lage : Was your f a t h e r  r e t i r e d  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

Livermore: Yes and no. The Depression h i t  him very hard.  He had his  own 
bus iness ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  i n  h i s  most prosperous days. He was i n  
t h e  heavy equipment Sus ines s ,  d e a l i n g  wi th  logging  companies 
and mining companies, mainly, having f i r s t  been a  h y d r a u l i c  
engineer  on h i s  own. But h e  s o l d  o u t  of t h e  bus ines s ,  I ' d  say-- 
I can remember dimly--in approximately t h e  middle twent ies .  He 
then  f e l t  h e  was prosperous enough t o  r e t i r e ,  bu t  h e  only semi- 
r e t i r e d .  So by t h e  time we moved t o  Marin County, I t h i n k  i t  
was 1930, he  d id  n o t  have h i s  own fu l l - t ime  bus iness .  But a t  
about t h a t  t i m e  t h e  Coffing-Reddington Company, which my grand- 
f a t h e r  had been a  p a r t n e r  i n ,  asked him t o  be ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
p r e s iden t .  I n  f a c t  h e  was p r e s i d e n t ,  bu t  h i s  arrangement w i th  
them was t h a t  he  only worked h a l f  t i m e .  So h e  went over t h e r e  

* Caro l ine  Sealy Livermore was a  founder of  t h e  Marin Conserva- 
t i o n  League. 



Livermore: every morning, and then  h e  had h i s  own o f f i c e  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon.  
And h e  continued very a c t i v e  i n  bus ines s  and c h a r i t a b l e  a f f a i r s  
u n t i l  he  d i ed  i n  1953. 

Lage : Am I r i g h t  t h a t  h e  was a counselor  f o r  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods 
League? 

Livermore: Yes, h e  was a counse lor  f o r  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League, and 
h e  w a s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  Marin Municipal Water D i s t r i c t .  I 
t h i n k  he  was a l s o  on t h e  Republican C e n t r a l  Committee i n  Marin. 
H e  w a s  a l s o  q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Boy Scouts ;  he  w a s  a very 
s t r o n g  b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e  scou t s .  Other than  h i s  co rpo ra t e  
d i r e c t o r s h i p s ,  I t h i n k  those  a r e  t h e  main f o u r  t h i n g s  h e  w a s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  But i n  t h e  s t r i c t l y  conserva t ion  f i e l d ,  I 
th ink  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods w a s  t h e  only th ing .  

Lage : Would t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  d i d  have some i n t e r e s t  i n  conserva- 
t ion?  

Livermore: Oh yes ,  h e  had a keen i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  redwoods, and I remember 
h e  admired very much Newton Drury and a l l  t h e  redwoods people.  
And I t h i n k  my mother and h e  were on t h a t  toge ther .  So i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d ,  sav ing  t h e  redwoods, they were completely 
s impat ico.  They never  argued about t h e s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  such 
a s  t h e  Marin open space,  t h e  Tomales Bay parks  and a l l  t h i s  and 
t h a t .  But I t h i n k  being a businessman, h e  w a s ,  l e t ' s  say ,  a 
l i t t l e  chary of anything t h a t  h u r t  t h e  taxpayer .  

Lage : Were you your se l f  involved i n  s c o u t s ?  

Livermore: Yes, I w a s  a s cou t ,  and ve ry  proud of i t ,  f o r  my e a r l y  y e a r s  
be fo re  I went away t o  boarding school .  And one of my minor 
disappointments  i n  l i f e ,  i s  t h a t  none of my c h i l d r e n  became 
scou t s .  I t h i n k ,  my own viewpoint i s  s i n c e  they took i n  t h e  
young Cub Scouts ,  which a r e  k ind  of mother-oriented--I have 
noth ing  a g a i n s t  t h e  Cubs--but i t  has  s o r t  of d e t r a c t e d  from 
scou t ing ,  i t  seems t o  me. Also, I t h i n k  t h e  changing t imes 
made a d i f f e r e n c e .  Yes, I w a s  a s cou t  from a b ~ u t  age twelve-- 
you had t o  b e  twelve, as I recall--from twelve t o  fou r t een  when 
I went away t o  school .  My f a t h e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  stemmed p a r t l y  
from t h a t ,  I th ink .  Three of us--five brothers--were s c o u t s ,  
and h e  w a s  very  keen on scouts .  

Lage : You mentioned your mother being involved i n  t h e  church. Was 
r e l i g i o n  a n  important  p a r t  of t h e  family? 

Livermore: Yes i t  w a s ,  bu t  t h e r e  aga in  a major d i f f e r e n c e  between my 
mother and my f a t h e r .  H i s  mother, h i s  stepmother actual ly--  
t h e  only one h e  knew--was t h e  daughter  of a noted clergyman. 



Livermore: H e r  f a t h e r ,  I t h i n k  i t  was, was t h e  n a t i o n a l  head of t h e  
P re sby te r i an  Church. But a s  sometimes happened, she  must have 
been turned  o f f  by t h e  church, because she  never went t o  church, 
nor  d i d  my f a t h e r .  But my mother was q u i t e  a c t i v e ,  and a t  t h e  
ranch i n  my e a r l y  days, w e  sang hymns every Sunday n i g h t ,  and 
I went t o  Sunday school ,  wi th  some r e l u c t a n c e  a s  I guess  most 
boys do. So yes ,  t h e  church w a s  a d e f i n i t e  p a r t  of ou r  l i f e ,  
l e d  by my mother and w i t h  no antagonism from my f a t h e r ,  bu t  I 
don ' t  remember h i s  ever  going t o  church i n  a l l  my e a r l y  
memories. 

Lage : Have you cont inued an i n t e r e s t  i n  church? 

Livermore: Yes, t o  a degree. I w a s  a vestryman h e r e  i n  S a i n t  Pau l s ,  and 
have been, I th ink ,  a p r e t t y  good churchman. The c h i l d r e n  
l e a v i n g  and my going t o  Sacramento were a kind of a c u r t a i n ,  
because al though w e  kept  up our  suppor t  of two churches,  one i n  
Ca l i s toga  and one he re ,  I ' m  somewhat r u e f u l  t o  say w e  have 
p r e t t y  much descended i n t o  t h e  "Christmas and E a s t e r  only'' 
h a b i t .  

Lage: Like s o  many people.  

Livermore: Yes, because i n  t h e  p re s su re  of my Sacramento work, t h e  ranch 
was f r ank ly  a re fuge  f o r  us .  W e  never moved; w e  d i d n ' t  buy a 
home i n  Sacramento; w e  ren ted  f o r  e i g h t  yea r s .  So t h r e e  ou t  of 
f o u r  weekends w e  went t o  t h e  ranch,  and t h a t ' s  twelve mi l e s . f rom 
any church. I ' m  a s t r o n g  b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e  church,  bu t  we haven ' t  
been a s  a c t i v e .  Here i n  San Rafae l  I was t r e a s u r e r  i n  charge 
o f ,  a s  I remember, canvassing. And we used t o  blow t h e  horn  
every Sunday and have t h e  c h i l d r e n  go t o  Sunday school ,  which 
some survived and o t h e r s  d i d n ' t .  I t h i n k  church i s  a very 
d i f f i c u l t  t h ing .  I t ' s  too  bad i n  a way i t ' s  l o s t  a l o t  of 
i n f luence ,  bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  j u s t  p a r t  of our  modern l i f e .  

Lage : Is t h i s  t h e  same home t h a t  your fami ly  moved to?  

Livermore: Oh no, t h e  home they  moved t o  was i n  Ross, and we s o l d  i t  a f t e r  
my mother d ied .  It was a b i g  b e a u t i f u l  p l a c e  a t  one time. 
There were f i f t y  a c r e s ,  and t h e r e  was a marvelous house on i t  
which none of u s  could a f f o r d  t o  keep up. No, we've had t h i s  
house f o r  almost t h i r t y  years .  We bought t h i s  house [ i n  San 
Rafae l ]  i n  1952. 1 ' d  been up running sawmills and th ings ,  and 
f o r  va r ious  reasons we had an oppor tuni ty  t o  move down t o  t h e  
Ci ty .  I got  a p o s i t i o n  i n  San Francisco.  Th i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  our  
own house. 

Lage : O.K. L e t ' s  j u s t  b r i e f l y  o u t l i n e  your educat ion.  You mentioned 
you went t o  boarding school ,  and be fo re  t h a t ?  



Livermore: I f  i t ' s  a c r i t i c i s m  o r  advantage, t ake  your p ick ,  I never  went 
t o  pub l i c  school anywhere. I went t o  Miss Pau l ' s  School on 
Russian H i l l  u n t i l  t h e  age of about t en ;  I went t o  t h e  P o t t e r  
School, now e x t i n c t ,  u n t i l  t h e  age of about four t een ;  and then 
I went t o  t h e  Thacher School, which has  been a g r e a t  p a r t  of my 
l i f e , i n  Oja i ,  f o r  boarding school.  Then I went t o  Stanford,  
graduated from Stanford i n  '33.  I then  went a year  t o  Harvard 
Business School, decided I d i d n ' t  want t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  East and 
f in i shed  a t  Stanford.  So t h a t ' s  a capsule of my educat ion.  
I have an MBA and my t r a i n i n g  is  b a s i c a l l y  business t r a i n i n g .  
My f a t h e r  wanted me t o  be an engineer ,  and i n  deference  t o  him 
I went through ca lcu lus  and analy t ica lgeometry  wi th  g r e a t  pa in ,  
but  I ' m  not  a mathematician nor an engineer .  I majored i n  
business.  

Lage : What o t h e r  goals  d id  your p a r e n t s  seem t o  communicate t o  you a s  
you were growing up? What type of f u t u r e  d i d  you f e e l  w a s  i n  
s t o r e  f o r  you? 

Livermore: Well, I th ink  t h a t  my f a t h e r  i n s t i l l e d  a s o r t  of an una t t a inab le  
goal ,  and t h a t  i s  t o  n o t  work f o r  anyone e l s e ,  and t h a t  a f f e c t e d  
my packing experience.  He was, as I say ,  self-employed, and 
he had some r a t h e r  una t t a inab le  ob jec t ives ,  i t  seems t o  me. I 
got  ou t  of bus iness  school ,  and he  s a i d ,  ''Well, l e t ' s  s o r t  of 
s t a r t  a family business." But he  had no family bus iness ,  i t  
was kind of t raumatic  f o r  m e  i n  a way, and y e t  i t  was good a s  
I look back on it .  He had r e t i r e d ,  i n  o t h e r  words from h i s  
bus iness ,  and I spent  a couple yea r s  p laying  around i n  t h e  o i l  
bus iness ,  dea l ing  i n  l e a s e s  and r o y a l t i e s .  But I found t h a t ,  
t o  t h e  ex ten t  of my i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i f  I r e a l l y  wanted t o  succeed 
i n  t h a t  I ' d  have t o  move t o  w e s t  Texas o r  Bakersf ie ld ,  and I 
d i d n ' t  want t o .  So t h a t  d i d n ' t  pan out .  

A s  f a r  a s  my mother 's i n f luence  goes, I th ink  i t  was 
b a s i c a l l y  i n t e g r i t y  and t h e  church and t h e  family t r a d i t i o n  and 
a cons iderable  amount of pub l i c - sp i r i t edness .  Also t h e r e w a s  
an i n s t i l l a t i o n  of o b l i g a t i o n s  a s  an o l d e r  b ro the r  t o  my younger 
b ro the r s  and a s t rong  family f e e l i n g .  She was one of seven, a 
very c l o s e  family i n  Texas. M y  f a t h e r ' s  family was much smal ler ;  
h e  was t h e  only son. H e  had two sisters and a h a l f - s i s t e r .  So 
I had about f i f t e e n  Texas cous ins  and only two Livermore cousins.  
The family,  you might say,  was unbalanced s o c i a l l y  among t h e  
cousins t h a t  way. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, mother w a s  t h e  only one 
of h e r  family t h a t  l i v e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  so I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  
Texas cous ins  t h a t  o f t e n ,  but  we s t i l l  keep i n  touch with them. 

Lage : You give  a n i c e  p i c t u r e ,  very cogent.  



Livermore: Yes, a very warm family. My mother was a Sealy.  They were a 
prominent fami ly  i n  Texas. They endowed a h o s p i t a l  t h e r e ,  and 
she  used t o  t a l k  cons t an t ly  of h e r  f a t h e r ,  whom I never  knew, 
who d ied  d rama t i ca l ly  a f t e r  t h e  Galveston f lood .  H e  was i n  a 
t r a i n  going t o  New York--he d ied  from a h e a r t  a t tack- - t ry ing  
t o  r a i s e  money f o r  t h e  f lood  v i c t ims .  You know t h a t  was a 
tremendous t ragedy i n ,  I t h i n k ,  1905. We s t i l l  have cous ins  
i n  Texas t h a t  w e  keep i n  touch wi th .  

In t roduc t ion  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  

Lage: What about t h e  S i e r r a ;  w e  haven ' t  mentioned t h a t .  How d id  you 
g e t  o r  when d i d  you have your i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  S i e r r a ?  

Livermore: I ' d  say  t h e  S i e r r a  i s  t r a c e a b l e  t o  perhaps two themes. One 
theme is  t h e  Thacher School,  which w a s  unique i n  i t s  camping 
and wi lderness  experience.  It w a s  a school  where w e  d id  a l o t  
of ho r se  camping, which l e d  m e  t o  my,I guess,  most i n t e r e s t i n g  
memories. I rode horseback from O j a i  t o  Monterey; i t  must 
have been 1926. There was then  no road on t h e  Big Sur ,  which 
w a s  unbel ievably  p ic turesque .  My aunt  had a cabin  t h e r e .  

Lage: There w a s  no road a t  a l l ?  

Livermore: There was about a for ty-mi le  s t r e t c h  of c o a s t  sou th  of t h e  
P f e i f f e r  redwoods t h a t  was r o a d l e s s ,  and my aun t ,  my f a t h e r ' s  
h a l f - s i s t e r ,  ( i n  whose San Franc isco  house one of my b r o t h e r s  
i s  now l i v i n g )  had a cabin  t h e r e .  It s t i l l  s t ands  [ ac ros s  from 
Esa len]  very p ic turesque .  She w i l l e d  i t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  park 
system. So t h a t  was our  ob jec t ive .  

Another f e l l ow and I rode over  t h e  Santa  Lucias  and ended 
up a t  t h a t  cabin.  And I occas iona l ly  t e l l  something t o  some 
of my good conserva t ion  f r i e n d s ,  no tab ly  t h e  Owings, whom you 
probably know, Margaret and N a t  Owings. They a r e  ve ry  wonderfvi 
people and good c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s .  Well, I s a i d ,  "If  you're 
r e a l l y  pure and s i n c e r e  wi lderness  people,  you'd v o t e  f o r  
b l a s t i n g  t h a t  road out .  Get r i d  of t h a t  damn road,  because i t  
ruined t h a t  fabulous  c o a s t  . " 

So a f t e r  t h a t  r i d e  i n  '26, a c t u a l l y  I ended up i n  no t  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  h e a l t h  because we t r i e d  t o  emulate Jim Bridger ,  and 
I read  somewhere t h a t  you could l ive on bannocks, t h i s '  f r y i n g  
pan bread. Well, a c t u a l l y  I ended up a t  t h e  ranch no t  i n  bad 
h e a l t h ,  b u t  s o r t  o f ,  s h a l l  we s.ay, rundown because we were 



Livermore: l i v i n g  mostly on soggy bannocks f o r  t h r e e  weeks. And t h a t ' s  
when I f i r s t  r a n  a c r o s s  John Muir. I was very  impressed wi th  
h i s  books. 

Lage : So a s  you were recuperating-- 

Livermore: Yes, s o r t  of .  I was f e e l i n g  logy;  I was only f i f t e e n .  

Lage : And Muir made q u i t e  an  impression? 

Livermore: Yes, i t  made q u i t e  an  impression,  and then  t h a t ' s  when I f i r s t  
w a s  kind of  aware of t h e  S i e r r a .  My f a t h e r  used t o  t a l k  about 
them. And then  t h a t  same summer we took a fami ly  camping t r i p  
up n o r t h ,  on one of our  r a r e  motor t r i p s ,  and I r a n  a c r o s s  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  people.  

Then t h a t  took m e  through h igh  schoo l ,  and then  I 
graduated from h igh  school  when I w a s  seventeen.  My p a r e n t s  
f e l t  I w a s  a l i t t l e  young t o  go t o  c o l l e g e ,  and I d i d n ' t  o b j e c t ,  
so  they  s a i d ,  "You should t a k e  a y e a r  out." So I d i d ,  I worked 
up a t  t h e  ranch f o r  most of t h a t  winter-- 

Lage : The same ranch? 

Livermore: The one I'm t a l k i n g  about ,  our  ranch ,  t h e  Napa County ranch. 
The p o i n t  I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  having p rev ious ly  had t h e  school  
camping and t h e  John Muir and then  t h e  motor t r i p  t o  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t ,  t h e  h e i g h t  of my ambition a t  t h a t  p o i n t  was 
t o  g e t  a job on a t r a i l  crew wi th  t h e  Fores t  Se rv i ce ,  a summer 
job of course ,  which was p e r f e c t l y  s t anda rd .  Toward t h e  end of 
t h a t  t ime I then  graduated t o  a motorcycle.  I had a motorcycle 
a s  my own t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  And t h e  job I ' d  been promised i n  
Upper Lake, t h e  f e l l ow s a i d ,  "Too bad. We d o n ' t  have any 
budget." He s a i d ,  "Why don ' t  you t r y  o t h e r  areas ."  

So I go t  on t h e  motorcycle,  and I covered r e a l l y  t h e  whole 
High S i e r r a ,  a lmost .  I c a n ' t  remember my exac t  r o u t e ,  b u t  i t  
seemed t o  me I s t a r t e d  a t  K e r n v i l l e  way down t h e r e .  And I went 
t o  va r ious  r ange r  d i s t r i c t s ,  and they  a l l  gave me t h e  same 
s t o r y .  They s a i d ,  "Sorry, you ' r e  t oo  l a t e ;  w e  don ' t  have any 
budget." So s o r t  of i n  desperat ion--I  remember i t  v i v i d l y ;  
I t h i n k  I only had f i v e  d o l l a r s  l e f t - - I  s a i d ,  "Well,  a t  l e a s t  
I ' l l  s e e  Sequoia Park ,  t h e  G i m t  Forest ."  So I went i n  t o  t h e  
g a t e  on t h e  motorcycle,  t a l k e d  t o  a n i c e  r ange r  t h e r e ,  and 
I gave him my t a l e  of woe. And h e  s a i d ,  "Why d o n ' t  you t r y  
some of t h e s e  packers ."  I ' d  l i t e r a l l y  never  heard  of a packer ,  
I s a i d ,  "What a r e  they?" He s a i d ,  "Well, t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of 
them around h e r e  a t  Three Rivers .  They guide  people i n  t h e  



Livermore: h igh  mountains ." And I thought ,  "Oh boy, t h a t  's f o r  me! " So 
I turned my motorcycle r i g h t  around. And I remember t h i s  so 
v i v i d l y ,  he  gave me one name, a f e l low named P h i l  Davis. 

So I drove my motorcycle up i n t o  t h i s  barnyard, and he re  
were t h e s e  old salts around. They were g e t t i n g  ready f o r  t h e  
packing season. This  must have been about e a r l y  June. And so  
I t o l d  them I wanted a job. Well, they asked me a ques t ion .  
I remember i t  so wel l .  They s a i d ,  "Can you shoe? That i s ,  
can you shoe a mule?" And l u c k i l y ,  i n  connect ion wi th  t h i s  
e a r l i e r  t r i p  I mentioned, I had learned  t o  shoe my horse f o r  
another  reason. Because the  blacksmith--I won't  bore  you wi th  
the  detai ls--got  mad a t  me a f t e r  a disagreement over  t h e  way 
he'd shod my horse .  So t h e  headmaster t o l d  m e ,  ''Well, I have 
r e a l  bad news f o r  you." Th i s  i s  j u s t  before  I l e f t  on t h i s  
t r i p .  I s a i d ,  "What 's  t h a t ? "  "Mike," t h a t  w a s  t h e  horseshoer ,  
11 says  h e ' l l  never shoe your ho r se  again." Because of t h e  l i t t l e  
a l t e r c a t i o n  I ' d  had wi th  him, he 'd put  t o e  and h e e l  c a l k s  on 
my horse--I'm g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  long-winded here--and I d i d n ' t  
want t h a t ,  a misunderstanding. So I s a i d ,  "Is t h i s  a money- 
making propos i t ion?"  And t h a t  w a s  t h e  wrong t h i n g  t o  say. So 
t h a t  same summer I f igu red ,  w e l l  i f  h e  won't shoe my horse ,  
I ' l l  have t o  shoe i t  myself. So I went t o  t h e  blacksmith i n  
Middletown, a marvelous o ld  f e l low named Lionel  Tocher and I 
learned  from him how t o  shoe. 

So by happy coincidence,  g e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  Three Rivers ,  
when they asked me t h a t  ques t ion  I s a i d ,  "Yes." So I shod t h i s  
mule, and t h a t ' s  what got  me t h e  job. That s t a r t e d  m e  i n  t h e  
S i e r r a ,  r e a l l y .  

Lage : So you s t a r t e d  t h e  job be fo re  you 'd r e a l l y  had much exposure 
t o  t h e  S i e r r a ?  

Livermore: Yes, I had never  been t o  t h e  S i e r r a .  It w a s  j u s t  a Shangri-la 
t o  m e ,  j u s t  a myth, a John Muir myth. But t h a t  was i n  t h e  
summer of 1929 when I w a s  e igh teen  y e a r s  o ld .  It w a s  t h a t  
summer I worked a t  a pack s t a t i o n  a t  Mineral King and then I 
got  r e a l l y  hooked on it. 

Then s e v e r a l  yea r s  went by working a s  a guide and then-- 

Lage : Did you s t a y  wi th  P h i l  Davis? 

Livermore: No, t h a t  was another  kind of amusing s to ry .  On t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 
my g e t t i n g  a job wi th  him, I got  a job f o r  a p r e t t y  good f r i e n d  
of mine, who i s  now back i n  Cambridge. He's a fe l low named Ed 
Yeomans. H e ' s  one of my o l d e s t  f r i e n d s  and q u i t e  a noted 
educator .  So I s a i d ,  " I ' ve  go t  a p a l ,  who's a l s o  had a l o t  of 



Livermore: packing experience."  He'd worked i n  dude ranches. We'd both, 
of course ,  had t h e  exper ience  of shoeing and horsemanship. 
And so  h e  s a i d ,  "I c a n ' t  g i v e  him a job,  bu t  I ' l l  f i x  him wi th  
an o u t f i t  t h a t  I ' v e  spun o f f . "  Davis had a b i g  o u t f i t  and 
so ld  h a l f  of i t .  So Yeomans, my f r i e n d ,  had a job wi th  Buckman. 
And then  i t  turned  ou t  be fo re  t h e  season s t a r t e d  t h a t  Davis was 
kicked out  of Mineral  King by t h e  Fores t  Serv ice .  I h a d n ' t  
known t h i s ,  of course.  I w a s  completely innocent .  He had a  
s o r t  of a flamboyant r epu ta t ion .  Well, apparent ly  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  he ' d  thumbed h i s  nose  a t  t h e  Fo res t  Serv ice .  For one 
t h i n g  h e  had c o r r a l s  a c r o s s  t h e  main c reek  i n  Mineral  King. 
A l l  t h e  s t o c k  c o n s t a n t l y  going back and f o r t h  was p o l l u t i n g  it. 
That and o t h e r  reasons  which a r e  obscure t o  m e ,  I t h i n k  p a r t l y  
f i n a n c i a l ,  h e  j u s t  l o s t  h i s  permit .  

That f i r s t  summer, s o r t  of w i th  my t a i l  between my l e g s ,  
I caught on wi th  t h e  Buckman o u t f i t .  But they  d i d n ' t  have 
enough bus ines s ,  and I d i d n ' t  g e t  back i n  t h e  mountains. But 
I worked a l l  summer j u s t  shoeing ho r ses  and around t h e  c o r r a l s  
a s  a  s o r t  of bu l lcook and t ak ing  o u t  a  few day r i d e s .  

Lage : What was your word? A bull--  

Livermore: Well, a bul lcook i s  a kind of a  s l ang ,  you sometimes hea r ,  a s  
a b h i s t i - l i k e  th ing .  I n  I n d i a  they  c a l l  them b h i s t i s ,  a  s o r t  
of ''cook ' s h e l p e r .  " 

The nex t  summer, though, I w a s  lucky ,  I got  ou t  i n  t h e  
back country f o r  t h e  whole season. It r e a l l y  hooked me because 
we  had a  p a r t y  which r equ i r ed  t r a v e r s i n g  t h e  whole Muir T r a i l .  
We deadheaded about e igh teen  head of s t o c k  from Three Rivers .  
It w a s  a l l  t h e  way up through t h e  f o o t h i l l s  t o  Yosemite, rode 
down over  G lac i e r  P o i n t  which I ' l l  never  f o r g e t ,  and then  
picked up t h i s  p a r t y  of f i v e  people,  and w e  went t h e  whole 
l e n g t h  of t h e  Muir T r a i l  ending up a t  Mineral  King. That w a s  
i n  '30, t h a t  was t h e  end of my freshman y e a r  a t  Stanford.  That 
r e a l l y  hooked me, and then  one t h i n g  l e d  t o  ano the r ,  and then  
I wrote  t h a t  r e p o r t .  I t h i n k  I gave 7.m a copy of i t  .* 

Lage : Right .  

Livermore: And t h a t ' s  what brought me t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 
Although I ' v e  done a  l o t  of packing and h i k i n g  wi th  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club, s t r a n g e l y  enough, my f i r s t  c lub  f r i e n d s h i p s  developed 
from sk i ing .  I was n o t  a  member of t h e  S i e r r a  Club u n t i l  1936, 
as I r e c a l l  i t .  

* 
"The Economic S ign i f i cance  of C a l i f o r n i a ' s  Wilderness  Areas." 



T r i p s  t o  I n d i a  and Germany 

Livexmore: Af t e r  S tanford  Business school - - le t ' s  s e e  i t  was '36--my f a t h e r  
aga in ,  who w a s  very  l i b e r a l  i n  t hose  m a t t e r s ,  s a i d ,  '(Why don ' t  
you t a k e  a  h a l f  a yea r  o f f . "  So I went t o  Ind ia .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  I showed you my a r t i c l e  on India .* 

Lage : No. 

Livermore: Yes, I took a t r e k  i n  I n d i a .  I went t o  Ladakh, t h e  b o r d e r l i n e  
of T i b e t ,  which was i n  '36, which was another  s t o r y .  

Lage : Was t h a t  something t h a t  w a s  p r e t t y  uncommon a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

Livermore: I t h i n k  i t  w a s ,  yes .  I went a l l  by myself.  I can show you 
cl ippings--  

Lage : Did you go wi th  a  group? 

Livermore: No, I went a l l  by myself.  

Lage : Oh, I see. 

Livermore: But I have t o  q u a l i f y  t h a t  amusingly, because I d id  have a  
group. I had f i v e  se rvan t s  and s i x  ponies ,  and i t  c o s t  m e  
$5 a  day, t h e  whole th ing .  And I w a s  gone f o r  f i v e  weeks i n  
the-- 

Lage : How d i d  you ever  p l a n  t h i s ?  

il il 

Livermore: Well, t h a t  developed i n  perhaps an  amusing way. I had a seat- 
mate, who l a t e r  became a p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  Harvard Business  
School,  a  f i n e  fe l low named Lombard. H e  wanted me t o  go wi th  
him on a  kind of around t h e  world t r i p ,  a  r a t h e r  c i v i l i z e d  
t r i p ,  bu t  f o r  va r ious  reasons  I cou ldn ' t .  I don ' t  remember why; 
I t h i n k  aga in  i t  w a s  due t o  my packing a t  t h a t  po in t .  But h e  
ran  a c r o s s  t h e  t r e k  informat ion ,  i n  t h e  Himalayas and Kashmir. 
So t h a t  kind of s t imu la t ed  my i n t e r e s t .  And my f a t h e r  s a i d  t h a t  
h e  and h i s  f a t h e r  had always wanted t o  go t o  t h e  Vale of Kashmir. 
One t h i n g  s o r t  of s t rung  toge the r ,  and then  t h a t  same summer, 
1936, one of my o t h e r  happy g r e a t  exper iences ,  I was i n  t h e  
Olympic G a m e s .  I w a s  a  f a i r l y  good b a s e b a l l  p layer .  I was 

*See Appendix A. 



Livermore: c a p t a i n  of t h e  S tanford  v a r s i t y  b a s e b a l l  team. It  turned ou t  
t h a t  t h e  Olympic coach w a s  my S tanford  coach. And f o r  reasons  
I won't bore you wi th ,  they  were a l i t t l e  shy on money. I 
wasn ' t  t h a t  good a p l aye r ,  bu t  I was , I  guess ,reasonably good. 
So he  s a i d ,  "Why don ' t  you b r i n g  a long  your m i t t  and your 
shoes,  and I ' 11 put  you in t h e  Olympic Games. " Which h e  d i d .  
We played, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  b igges t  crowd t h a t ' s  
eve r  seen  a b a s e b a l l  game: 135,000 people,  wi th  Adolph H i t l e r  
i n  t h e  s t ands .  

Lage : Was t h i s  i n  Germany? 

Livermore: I n  Germany, i n  B e r l i n  i n  '36,  a g r e a t  experience.  

Then I tacked t h e  Kashmir t r e k  on t o  t h a t ,  a f t e r  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i n g  i t  through t h i s  f r i e n d  I mentioned. And I d i d ,  I went 
t o  Kashmir and go t  t h i s  o u t f i t .  A "bundebust" they c a l l  i t  
the re .  ( I ' v e  o f t e n  wanted t o  go back.) I took about a f i ve -  
week's t r i p  i n  Ladakh. Where I went, they now have roads ;  
I ' v e  seen  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  about i t .  I went i n  toward a p l a c e  
c a l l e d  Leh, and then  I took a b i g  c i r c l e ,  took some p i c t u r e s  
of Nanga Pa rba t .  It was n o t  a mountain cl imbing t r e k ;  I ' m  n o t  
a mountain cl imber ,  bu t  i t  w a s  a f a s c i n a t i n g  t r e k .  

The Mineral King Packing Company 

Lage : I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  more about your  packing, before  
we g e t  i n t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. You d id  it every summer wh i l e  
you were i n  school? 

Livermore: My f i r s t  summer was t h e  y e a r  a f t e r  h igh  school ,  and then  I d i d  
i t  wi th  c e r t a i n  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  r e a l l y  every yea r ,  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  
l a t e  f o r t i e s .  The Kashmir t r i p  i s  p e r t i n e n t  i n  t h i s  way: when 
I came back from I n d i a  I had heard of t h e  American Fores t ry  
Assoc ia t ion  T r a i l  Rider  T r i p s ,  whYch were then  i n  about t h e i r  
second yea r .  So, having had s e v e r a l  y e a r s  packing exper ience  
by t h a t  t i m e ,  I c a l l e d  on t h e  Fores t ry  Assoc ia t ion  i n  Washington, 
and I so ld  them on my running t h e i r  f i r s t  t r i p  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
which must have been i n  t h e  y e a r  '38. 

Lage: And t h i s  was on your  own a s  an  indepeddent? 

Livermore: On my own. Before I went t o  England ( I  worked t h e r e  a few 
months i n  a pub l i c  accounting f i rm)- - inc identa l ly  i n  my e a r l y ,  
you might say,  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  a c a r e e r ,  I found t h e  only way 



Livermore: I could combine packing, which I loved, and business was t o  go 
i n t o  pub l i c  accounting, which I did .  I n  those days pub l i c  
accounting was seasonal ,  and I a c t u a l l y  majored i n  accounting 
i n  bus iness  school.  

So i n  '38 they took t h e  f i r s t  b ig  t r i p  out  here .  For 
s e v e r a l  yea r s  a f t e r  t h a t  I had a small  i n t e res t - - I  a c t u a l l y  
owned h a l f  of a pack t r a i n  i n  Mineral King, which f o r  var ious  
reasons I gradual ly  inves ted  i n  wi th  Buckman. But I developed, 
I guess, a r epu ta t ion  f o r  knowing t h e  mountains, so  f o r  s e v e r a l  
yea r s  i f  people asked m e  t o  go on a t r i p  I ' d  t ake  them someplace 
t h a t  I had n o t  been myself. I wouldn't  t e l l  them t h a t  of 
course,  but  I ' d  usua l ly  have a b i g  enough t r i p ,  s o  I ' d  be t h e  
head packer and run everything.  But I ' d  have a fe l low wi th  m e  
who knew the  country. Af te r  a few yea r s  of  t h a t ,  of course,  
I knew p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  whole High S i e r r a .  

Lage: When you took t h e  f o r e s t r y  group you were a l ready a p a r t  owner. 
Was it t h e  Mount Whitney Packing Company? 

Livermore: No, t h a t  w a s  t he  Mineral King Packing Company. For many yea r s  
I w a s  a p a r t  owner of t h e  Mineral King pack t r a i n ,  and a l s o  
of t h e  p r i v a t e  land i n  Mineral King t h a t  was l a t e r  so ld  t o  
Disney. It w a s  about t e n  yea r s ,  from about '36 through '46. 

Packing f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club High Tr ips  

Livermore: When I got  onto these  b igger  t r ip s - - th i s  is a l i t t l e  complicated. 
It involves  my organizing the  packers ,  which i s  another  s t o r y ,  
i n t o  a t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and I go t  t o  know them a l l .  So I 
conceived t h e  idea  of being a s o r t  of a broker.  Oh, I remember 
now, about t h i s  same year ,  I th ink  i t  was '38, t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
came t o  me. I th ink  i t  was Dick Leonard who was then t h e  head 
of the  out ing  committee. They were having t roub le  wi th  A l l i e  
Robinson, because t h e  c lub  then had t h e  custom of every f i v e  
yea r s  they 'd  go out  of t h e  s t a t e - - th i s  was on t h e i r  b i g  high 
t r i p ,  and of course t h a t  l e f t  t h e  packer holding t h e  bag f o r  
t h a t  year .  He'd have a b i g  o u t f i t  f o r  fou r  yea r s  and then bang, 
nothing.  Their  t r i p  was s o  demanding, i n  terms of s tock.  
A l l i e  Robinson was the  only o u t f i t  l a r g e  enough t o  handle t h e  
club i n  those days, and h e  had i n h e r i t e d  i t  from h i s  f a t h e r  a t  
Independence. I n  e f f e c t ,  w e l l ,  he  was mad a t  the  c lub  because 
of t h e i r  no t  g iv ing  him any business i n  t h e  previous summer. 
So Dick Leonard, who I ' d  go t t en  t o  know through s k i i n g  and whom 
I ' d  s e n t  a copy of my packer ' s  r e p o r t ,  go t  i n  touch wi th  me a s  
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a kind of l i a i s o n .  So t h a t  p l u s  t h e  American F o r e s t r y  
Assoc ia t ion  s o r t  of evolved i n t o  my, you might say ,  being a  
kind of a broker .  

I d id  t h i s  f o r  s e v e r a l  years .  I d i d n ' t  i n  those  l a t e r  
y e a r s  go out  of Mineral  King myself ,  a l though I had an  o u t f i t  
t h e r e .  I would go t o  o t h e r  packers ,  and I would i n  e f f e c t  r e n t  
s t o c k  from them wholesale,  and then  I ' d  charge t h e  people 
r e t a i l  p r i c e s ,  and thereby  make a margin j u s t ,  you might say ,  
l i k e  any broker .  So what launched me i n t o  t h e  b i g  t r i p s  w a s  
t h e  two th ings :  t h e  S i e r r a  Club and t h e  American Fores t ry  
Associat ion.  

Those w e r e  both l a r g e  t r i p s  t h a t  r equ i r ed  a  l o t  of s tock?  

A l o t  of s t o c k ,  yes .  I n  f a c t ,  l e t  me i n t e r r u p t  a  second and 
show you one of my f a v o r i t e  p ic tures - - th i s  i s  1940 and t h e s e  
were a l l  people;  t h a t  was taken by Cedric  Wright,  whom you've 
probably heard o f .  

Was t h i s  a  S i e r r a  Club t r i p ?  

Th i s  w a s  a  S i e r r a  Club t r ip--  

Which one i s  you? 

I ' m  here.  These a r e  a l l  j u s t  packers-- 

Who packed on t h a t  t r i p .  I t  d i d  t ake  q u i t e  a  crew. 

It took t h i s  many; we  had a s  h igh  a s  120 head of ho r ses  and mules 
on those  t r i p s .  So I took those  t r i p s  and t h e  American F o r e s t r y  
Assoc ia t ion  t r i p s  up u n t i l  World War 11. 

Then, a  major d e c i s i o n ,  of course,  I go t  marr ied dur ing  
t h e  w a r .  I thought a f t e r  t h e  w a r  I could cont inue  i n  t h i s  
packing bus ines s ,  bu t  I soon found i t  wasn't  a  very  good way 
t o  suppor t  a  fami ly ,  s o  I g radua l ly  s o r t  of tapered  o f f .  But 
one of my g r e a t  memories, of course ,  a r e  t h e s e  h igh  t r i p s .  
They were, I thought ,  marvelous, bu t  t i m e s  have changed, and 
of course  p a r t l y  because of t h e  s i z e  of i t ,  o t h e r  people r e s e n t  
i t .  And then  t h e  c lub  l e a d e r s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s t o c k  was h u r t i n g  
t h e  graz ing ,  which I d i d n ' t  completely ag ree  wi th .  I guess 
t h e  h igh  t r i p s  l a s t e d  up u n t i l  about 1960, I th ink ,  o r  there-  
abouts .  They g radua l ly  diminished i n  s i z e ,  b u t  even t h i s  wasn ' t  
t h e  peak. One of t h e  reasons  t h a t  I in te rv iewed [William E . ]  
B i l l  Colby, a s  I t h i n k  I t o l d  you t h e  l a s t  t ime we t a lked ,  w a s  
my f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  even l a r g e r  t r i p s .  I t h i n k  t h e  b igges t  
t r i p  I was eve r  on, I t h i n k  t h e r e  were about two hundred and 



Livermore: twenty people.  We had roughly about seventy-f ive mules and 
about f i f t e e n  horses ,  roughly,  s ay ,  n i n e t y  head of s tock .  But 
I t h i n k  i n  Colby's t ime t h a t  they had b u i l t  up t o  maybe b igge r  
than t h a t  by ha l f  again. They were tremendous t r i p s .  

Lage: Did you th ink  t h e  l a r g e  t r i p s  were a p l u s ?  

Livermore: I f e l t  so ,  bu t  i n  t hose  days I loved t h e  ho r ses  and t h e  mules; 
you want t o  c a l l  it t h e  cowboy element,  and I thought they  were 
a p lus .  1 ' d  have t o  say now t h a t  i n  those  days, f o r  i n s t ance ,  
w e  d i d n ' t  t h ink  about f i r e  r i ngs .  I can s e e  those  were bad. 
You know, you'd have two hundred people i n  l i t t l e  groups of 
e i g h t  and t e n  and having l i t t l e  f i r e s ,  and t h a t  does l e a v e  
sca r s .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  g raz ing  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  was bad, 
c e r t a i n l y  now i n  t h e  h igh  country a very good development i s  
t h a t  you seldom see t r a i l s  rou ted  r i g h t  through t h e  middle of 
meadows. They go around them. 

But yes ,  I t h i n k  they were good, and we packers  used t o  
argue voc i f e rous ly ,  of course ,  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  h u r t  t h e  
country. The c lub  w a s  very meticulous about cleanup and l i t ter  
and so  f o r t h ,  bu t  they d id  l eave  t h e i r  mark. And of course  
t h e r e  was jea lousy  among o t h e r  packers  and o t h e r  people.  I 
myself,  on t h e  f i r s t  t r i p  I mentioned where w e  covered t h e  whole 
Muir T r a i l ,  remember we were camped i n  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  camp. 
We got  i n  t h e r e  about 2:00 o r  3:00 i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  and he re ,  
a l l  of a  sudden, comes about twenty s t r i n g s  of mules. They 
dumped a whole cache of food r i g h t  next  t o  u s  because t h e  
S i e r r a  Club w a s  coming through. 

Lage : And you were wi th  a  group of s i x ?  

Livermore: Yes. And so I could s e e  both s i d e s  of t h a t  ques t ion .  The o t h e r  
packers  r e sen ted  i t ;  I guess  they had mixed f e e l i n g s  about m e  
because, i f  I do say  so ,  I helped them a l o t  i n  t h i s  t r a d e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  I s t a r t e d  and i n  f i g h t i n g  roads  and s t u f f .  But 
they were envious because t h e  c lub  would go anywhere i n  t h e  
mountains it wanted to .  I n  t h e  y z a r s  when I w a s  l ead ing  t h e  
packing t h a t  w a s  probably r e sen ted  by t h e  o t h e r  packers .  

Lage : Why would t h a t  be r e sen ted?  

Livermore: T h e r e ' r e  s t i l l  problems i n  t h e  S i e r r a s .  The informal  r u l e  from 
t h e  packers '  p o i n t  of view, i s  t h a t  a  t r i p  should e i t h e r  
start o r  end a t  t h e i r  pack s t a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  no such t h i n g  
a s  a  nomadic packer  t h a t  can j u s t  go anywhere h e  wants. But 
i n  e f f e c t  I d id  t h a t .  But when I d id  it-- 

Lage : So you ' r e  s o r t  of i n f r i n g i n g  on o t h e r s '  t e r r i t o r y ?  



Livermore: Well, when I would take the  smaller  t r i p s  and r e n t  d i f f e r e n t  
packers they d i d n ' t  mind i t ;  t h a t  was f ine .  I brought them 
business,  and I would i n  e f f e c t  get  a commission. But t h e  
S i e r r a  Club big  t r i p s ,  before t h e  war t h e r e  was only one 
packer t h a t  could handle them, t h a t  was A l l i e  Robinson. Then 
a f t e r  the  war, f o r  many reasons, I was the  only one. I 
combined with two o the r  t r a i n s ,  and t h a t ' s  when you heard about 
the  Mount Whitney Pack Trains.  That was post-war. I bought 
two pack t r a i n s  (Chrysler and Cook and Barney Sears,  opera t ing 
from t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  pack s t a t i o n s )  and put  them a l l  together  
a s  t h e  Mount Whitney Pack Trains  i n  order t o  be a b l e  t o  handle 
the  S i e r r a  Club. I always f e l t  t h a t ,  f rankly ,  t h e  club never 
appreciated t h a t ,  because a c t u a l l y  i t  was n o t  p r o f i t a b l e .  I 
ended up by being r e a l l y  very unsuccessful  f i n a n c i a l l y  on i t .  
It was j u s t  a sentimental  thing. And not  long a f t e r  I put  a l l  
t h i s  together ,  of course, t h e  th ing s t a r t e d  t o  decl ine .  So i t  
was pa in fu l ,  economically. 

But t o  g e t  back t o  your f i r s t  ques t ion,  I thought t h e  
t r i p s  w e r e  t h r i l l i n g .  The campfires were marvelous, and t h e  
people w e r e  s t imula t ing.  The packers, t h e  old s a l t s  t h a t  I 
h i red ,  most of them were not  t h a t  congenial with t h e  "foot 
burners," a s  they c a l l e d  the  S i e r r a  Clubbers. They kind of 
suffered them. 

I had a main c r i t i c i s m  from t h e  packing point  of view. 
I used t o  always argue with Dave Brower and others .  Of course 
the  club was, and I guess s t i l l  is,  s o r t  of l ed  by rock climber 
types,  and I was d e f i n i t e l y  not  of t h a t  f r a t e r n i t y .  So of 
course, they'd always want t o  camp r i g h t  up a s  c lose  a s  they 
could ge t  t o  t h e  c l i f f s .  And t h a t  was not  t h e  b e s t  p lace  f o r  
mules and camping and g e t t i n g  wood and feed f o r  t h e  stock.  
But w e  were good natured about i t .  

Lage : I th ink  I read i n  t h e  B u l l e t i n  a few amusing l i t t l e  a t t a c k s  
back and f o r t h  between rock climbers and mule people. 

Livermore: Oh, yes.  The packers always used t o  say,  ''Why should I go up 
t h a t  peak? I never l o s t  anything up there."  And then when 
I f i r s t  got t o  know Dave Brower, he wrote an a r t i c l e  c a l l e d ,  
I th ink  it was, "Far From t h e  Madding Mules." [ S i e r r a  Club 
Bul le t in ,  February 19301 And so I,  i t  seems t o  m e ,  wrote a 
kind of a r e fu ta t ion .  

Of course t h e  packing indust ry  has declined now i n  numbers. 
When I wrote t h a t  r epor t  on t h e  packing indus t ry ,  I th ink 
t h e r e  were seventy-one or  seventy-two packers; now t h e r e  a r e  
only a b o ~ t  twenty o r  t h i r t y .  And I th ink the  number of pack 



Livermore: s t o c k  is  down t o  maybe s i x t y  percent  of what i t  was. I t h i n k  
t h a t  those  t h a t  have surv ived  are probably making a b e t t e r  
l i v i n g  a t  i t  than  t h e  packers  d id  i n  my day. 

Lage : H a s  i t  dec l ined  because of t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  back- 
packing? 

Livermore: Oh yes ,  very much so. It I s  i n t e n s i v e  use.  I t h i n k  I read 
somewhere t h a t  t h e  man-days f o r  packing i s  only 4-5 percent  
now. The backpackers,  t h e  l i g h t  food and t h e  l i g h t  s l e e p i n g  
bags and t h e  l i g h t  equipment have r a d i c a l l y  changed everything.  
And a l o t  of t h e  backpackers,  n o t  a l l  of them, r e s e n t  s tock.  
I n  f a c t  I ' v e  seen S i e r r a  Club r e p o r t s  t h a t  urged no s t o c k  
anywhere i n  t h e  h igh  country.  Well, t h a t  b r i n g s  up another  
f a v o r i t e  bugbear of mine, and t h a t ' s  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Because i f  
you don ' t  have pack s t o c k ,  you've got t o  u s e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  And 
pe r sona l ly  I t h i n k  a mule i s  a l o t  less of an impingement on 
t h e  wi lde rnes s  t han  a h e l i c o p t e r .  But t h a t ' s  another  sub jec t .  

Organizing t h e  High S i e r r a  Packers  Assoc ia t ion  

Lage : We s o r t  of skipped over  t h i s  1936 r e p o r t ,  and your  o rgan iza t ion  
of t h e  High S i e r r a  packers .  

Livermore: That came d i r e c t l y  from t h e  Harvard Business  School,  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g l y .  I mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  I spent  a y e a r  a t  Harvard, 
and t h e  requirement a t  Harvard was a f t e r  your f i r s t  y e a r  you 
w r i t e  a business- type r e p o r t ,  p r e f e r a b l y  on one you e i t h e r  
knew about  o r  were employed i n .  And my s o l e  i n t e r e s t  then,  
r e a l l y ,  was packing. So t h a t ' s  what I conceived t h e  i d e a  of-- 
i n  I guess i t  was 1934. Again I hopped on a motorcycle; i t  
may have been a d i f f e r e n t  one then.  I compiled a ques t ionna i r e ,  
and I in te rv iewed something l i k e  t h i r t y - f i v e  packers .  I w a s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  of bus ines s ,  where they w e p t ,  t h e i r  
equipment, what t h e i r  hopes and f e a r s  were. And, of course,  
my main o b j e c t i v e ,  and t h e i r s  too,  w a s  t o  s t o p  roads ,  t o  keep 
t h e  High S i e r r a  p r i s t i n e .  Then I wrote up t h e  r e p o r t .  By t h a t  
t i m e  I knew I w a s  n o t  going back t o  Harvard, s o  then  I j u s t  a t  
my own expense had a couple hundred cop ie s  made and s e n t  them 
t o  var ious  people.  

That l e d  t o  my forming t h e  High S i e r r a  Packe r ' s  Assoc ia t ion  
on both s i d e s  of t h e  mountains. And t h e  t h i n g  I w a s  f i n a l l y  
a b l e  t o  ge t  them toge the r  on, and I w a s  t h e i r  execut ive  secre- 
t a r y  r i g h t  cp t o  t h e  w a r  and somewhat a f te rwards ,  was l i a b i l i t y  
insurance.  That was a b i g  problem. So a good f r i e n d  of mine 



Livermore: from San Francisco,  John Metcalf who was i n c i d e n t a l l y  a Thacher 
[School] f r i e n d ,  was i n  t h e  insurance business.  He and I 
t a lked ,  and he s a i d ,  "If you can g e t  1,000 mules, I ' l l  g e t  
Lloyd's of London t o  i n s u r e  you." And we d id .  W e  got  1,000-- 
t h e r e  were about twenty-five hundred, I th ink ,  t h a t  w e  had i n  
t h e  mountains. And t h a t ' s  when I had t o  go over t o  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  [of t h e  S i e r r a ] ,  and when I f i r s t  m e t  Robinson. These 
fe l lows were paying, I don ' t  know $4-5 a head f o r  l i a b i l i t y  
insurance.  It was very expensive. Since,  I ' m  so r ry  t o  say,  
i t ' s  decl ined  p r e t t y  badly. I th ink  they 've  had a couple of 
acc iden t s ;  I haven' t  followed it. But anyway, t h a t  was what, 
i f  anything, drew t h e  packers  together .  A l o t  of them used t o  
t a l k  about p r i c e  f i x i n g ,  bu t  I was always very much aga ins t  
t h a t .  I s a i d ,  "Let 's  s t a y  away from t h a t ;  you couldn ' t  enforce 
it anyway. " 

That ,  among o the r  th ings ,  l e d  t o  my suggest ion f o r ,  I 
guess, t h e  f i r s t  Wilderness Conference. Because I was a t  t h a t  
t i m e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  whole back country problem: the  t r a i l s ,  
t h e  l i t t e r ,  t h e  grazing regu la t ions  and t h e  packer problems. 
I s t i l l  have t h a t  l e t t e r  somewhere t h a t  I wrote t o  t h e  club 
suggest ing t h e  f i r s t  conference. I n  sum, I had a l o t  of 
community of i n t e r e s t s  wi th  t h e  packers ,  be ing  one myself. I 
f e l t  they were a p ic turesque ,  kind of an endangered spec ies ,  
which they a r e  more o r  l e s s  now. 

Lage : Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  It seems l i k e  we're skipping over quickly.  

Livermore: Oh, i t ' s  my f a u l t .  

Lage: No, no t  a t  a l l .  I want t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  High S i e r r a  Packers 
Associat ion.  The th ing  t h a t  brought you together  was t h a t  you 
were a b l e  t o  g e t  l i a b i l i t y  insurance a t  a low r a t e ?  

Livermore: Well, my r e p o r t  was a c a t a l y s t  you might say,  because I s e n t  i t  
t o  a l l  t h e  packers ,  and they were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t ,  and they 
knew me. My b i g  o b j e c t i v e  was s topping roads.* You haven' t  
seen it. I found my o ld  p lacard  which I got  a l l  t h e  packers  
. t o  put  around--this was. t h e  Partervi l le-Lone Pine Road. The 
packers  were a l l  dea th ly  aga ins t  roads, s t i l l  a re .  But i n  
enlarg ing  i t  i n t o  a more formal organiza t ion ,  t h e  insurance was, 
you might say ,  t h e  most important cohesive th ing  t h a t  kept  them 
together .  I n  order  t o  g e t  t h i s  insurance,  they had t o  be 
members of t h e  a s soc ia t ion .  

Lage : I see.  Because I ' d  imagine they 'd be d i f f i c u l t  t o  organize. 

*See "Roads Running Wild," Appendix B.  



Livermore: Oh, t e r r i b l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  very i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c .  And t h a t ' s  why I 
s a i d  t o  s t a y  away from t h e  p r i c e s .  You know they were always 
complaining about  i t  then.  They were l i k e  any o rgan iza t ion ;  
some of them were very l o y a l ,  and they 'd come t o  every meeting. 
I guess t h e  t h i r d  main th read  was to--they were always cu r s ing  
t h e  Park and Fores t  Serv ices .  They were never  con ten t ,  mainly 
about t h e  t r a i l s .  They always f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  enough 
t r a i l  work. We'd meet a couple of times a year .  I ' ve  go t  a 
h o l e  bushe l  of s t u f f  s t i l l  on t h e  o ld  Packers  Associat ion.  
We'd meet a l l  day i n  Lone Pine ,  Bishop, o r  P o r t e r v i l l e  o r  on 
ranches on t h e  w e s t  s l ope  of t h e  S i e r r a .  And of course,  we'd 
have F i sh  and Game people  and t h e  Fores t  [Se rv i ce ] ,  and t h e  
Park [Se rv i ce ]  people,  and t h e  l o c a l  f o r e s t  supe rv i so r s  t a l k  
t o  us .  

I t ' s  s t i l l  going on. There 's  s t i l l  two u n i t s :  t h e r e ' s  
t h e  e a s t e r n  u n i t  and t h e  wes tern  u n i t .  I t h i n k  though, t h e  
insurance  t h i n g  has  kind of pe t e red  o u t ,  b u t  they  have a 
community of i n t e r e s t s .  They g e t  t o g e t h e r  and cuss  t h e  govern- 
ment. And i t ' s  l e d  i n d i r e c t l y ,  I guess--I don ' t  t h i n k  I 
dese rve  any c r e d i t  a t  a l l  except  very  obliquely--to t h e  Mule 
Days you may have heard of i n  Bishop. Tha t ' s  a - b i g  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  
and one of my proud b o a s t s  is I was grand marshal1 a t ,  I t h i n k  
i t  w a s ,  t h e  second Mule Day. And then I g o t  Governor Reagan, 
now p r e s i d e n t ,  t o  be  grand marshal1 another  time. T h a t ' s  
q u i t e  a to-do. I guess  i t ' s  t h e  b i g g e s t  t h i n g  of i t ' s  type  i n  
t h e  world now. I t 's  u s u a l l y  t h e  week j u s t  b e f o r e  Memorial Day, 
and they have mle r a c e s  and mule packing, and i t ' s  a b i g  
th ing .  

Lage : When d id  t h a t  s t a r t ?  

Livermore: That  s t a r t e d  i n  about 1970. I have q u i t e  a f i l e  on t h a t .  They 
j u s t  had t h e  t e n t h .  I ' v e  been t o  t h r e e  of them. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e r e ' s  a gal--you'd l i k e  h e r  i f  you met 
her--Ann Johnson. Have you eve r  heard of h e r ,  by chance? 

Lage : No. 

Livermore: Well,  s h e ' s  w r i t i n g  a book on packing. H e r  husband w a s  a 
packer .  I know h e r  very we l l .  She works f o r . t h e  Chalfont  
P re s s ,  t h e  newspaper i n  t h e  Owens Valley.  I ' v e  s e n t  h e r  some 
m a t e r i a l ,  and then-- 

Lage: Is i t  an  h i s t o r i c a l  work? 



Livermore: I don ' t  know. I ' v e  been meaning t o  con tac t  her .  I th ink  it i s  
h i s t o r i c a l .  I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. I suggested t o  myself about 
th ree  yea r s  ago, t h a t  I would love t o  do i t  myself,  but  I j u s t  
haven' t  had the  time. I s t i l l  have a huge f i l e  on mules, i n  
genera l ,  which appeals  t o  me. But o the r  people apparently have 
ta lked  t o  he r ,  and she  wrote m e  a few months ago saying she was 
doing t h i s .  She s a i d  i t ' d  take  a couple of yea r s  t o  do it,  so  
I don ' t  r e a l l y  know what form it 'll take .  

But t h e r e ' s  no reason you should con tac t  her ,  I ' m  j u s t  
mentioning t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  Mule Days I was q u i t e  compli- 
mented because i n  the  program about t h r e e  yea r s  ago they phoned 
t h e  S i e r r a  Club and rep r in ted  an  a r t i c l e  I ' d  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club B u l l e t i n  on t h e  l i f e  of t h e  packer o r  some such 
thing.  And t h a t  appeared i n  t h e  Bishop program." 

Lage: How d id  t h e  packers  t ake  t o  you, f r e s h  out  of Stanford? Was 
t h e r e  a kind of a c u l t u r a l  g u l f ,  o r  was t h a t  not  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
br idge?  

Livermore: I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a b i g  c u l t u r a l  g u l f ,  but  i f  I do say so,  I 
th ink  they respected me. A s  I say,  I could shoe a mule; I ' d  
handled wild mules. I knew a t  t h a t  po in t  even more of t h e  high 
country than any of them because I was kind of independent, 
and I guess they were kind of in t r igued  wi th  me. I d idn ' t  sense  
any antagonism. When I ' m  t a l k i n g  about packers ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
mainly--well, I ' l l  q u a l i f y  t h a t  a b i t .  There a r e  two kinds  of 
packers,  of course. There 's  t he ,  you might say ,  old s a l t  
vernacular  cowpuncher, packer,  guide t h a t  handles t h e  mules i n  
the  back country. And then t h e r e ' s  t h e  pack t r a i n  owner. And 
of course, I was deal ing  wi th  both i n  t h e  mountains. Like t h i s  
p i c t u r e ,  I was dea l ing  wi th  these  people. But i n  terms o f ,  you 
might say ,  how did they regard m e ,  I was dea l ing  mostly wi th  
owners. And t h e  owners were obviously a notch above t h e  average 
packer i n  both i n t e l l i g e n c e  and c u l t u r e ,  i f  you want t o  c a l l  
i t  t h a t .  

A s  f a r  a s  t h e  working packers go, I have co say t h e r e  was 
a r e a l  gu l f .  I ' m  not  a poker p laye r ,  no r  a heavy d r inke r ,  nor 
a cusser ,  and I ' d  say t h a t  was q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t .  I know on some 
of my t r i p s  I had t r o u b l e  wi th  some of t h e  packers.  Some of 
them wanted t o  l eave  o r  some of them wanted t o  go out  t o  g e t  
more whiskey fo; some of t h e  customers. So l e t ' s  put  i t  t h i s  
way, I have many acquaintances--now, of course, a l o t  of them 
a r e  dead--among t h e  rank and f i l e  packers ,  but I d i d n ' t  develop 
any l a s t i n g  o r  c lose  f r i endsh ips .  

Lage : But i t  worked out?  

Livermore: Yes, i t  worked out ,  sure .  

* "Oh! For t h e  L i f e  of a Packer!", S i e r r a  Club B u l l e t i n ,  June 
1949, vo l .  34, pp. 22-26. 
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I n t e r e s t  i n  Economic Value of t he  Wilderness 

Lage: I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  1936 Stanford  r e p o r t .  Were t h e r e  two 
r e p o r t s ?  One on t h e  packing and one on the-- 

Livermore: Yes, w e l l  one was '34, and t h e  o t h e r  one I t h i n k  I s e n t  i t  t o  
Marie Byrne over i n  Bancroft?  Yes, t h e r e  were two. They were 
in te r twined .  What happened was t h a t  I d id  t h e  packer  r e p o r t  
i n  1934. I t h i n k  i t  was. Then i n  '36 I took t h e  t r i p  t o  t h e  
Himalayas, a s  I a l r eady  mentioned. NO, i n  '36, t h a t  I s  r i g h t ,  
I remember now. 1935-36 i s  when I was g e t t i n g  my MBA. The 
reason I ' m  a l i t t l e  fuzzy on d a t e s  i s  t h a t  I i n t e r s p e r s e d  
school  w i th  accounting works. I n  o t h e r  words, I graduated from 
Stanford  i n  '33. I f i n i s h e d  my f i r s t  yea r  a t  Harvard i n  '34, 
but  t hen  I d i d n ' t  g raduate  from bus ines s  school  u n t i l  '36. 
And t h e  reason  f o r  t h a t  was, aga in  t h i s  l ove  of t h e  mountains. 
You s e e  I kep t  postponing t h e  e v i l  day of r e a l l y  going t o  work 
by working t h r e e  months i n  p u b l i c  accounting,  and t h a t  post-  
poned my S tanford  bus ines s  school  g radua t ion  a whole summer, 
you see .  So, i n  t h e  second r e p o r t  I persuaded a g r e a t  guy-- 
h e ' s  dead now--a marvelous p r o f e s s o r ,  Pau l  Holden, t o  g ive  m e  
c r e d i t  f o r  a r a t h e r  unusual  s u b j e c t .  Anyway, I took t h i s  a s  
my s o r t  of t h e s i s  i n  h i s  course ,  and t h e  r e p o r t  was t i t l e d ,  
"The Economic S i g n i f i c a n c e  of C a l i f o r n i a ' s  Wilderness Areas" 
[1936]. And t h a t  was a much b igger  r e p o r t  than  t h e  1934 
packe r ' s  r e p o r t .  I t h i n k  I s e n t  a copy over  t o  M i s s  Byrne. 

Lage : Right .  

Livermore: And t h a t  had, a s  I r e c a l l ,  an  appendix, which contained my 
packer r e p o r t ,  bu t  t h e  1936 r e p o r t  was l a r g e r .  And t h a t  was 
aimed, a s  t h e  t i t l e  would i n d i c a t e ,  a t  t r y i n g  t o  ana lyze  t h e  
economic va lue  of wi lderness .  

Lage : So aga in  you ' r e  b r ing ing  t h e s e  two s t r a n d s  toge the r ,  your l ove  
f o r  t h e  wi lde rnes s  and your  bus ines s  out look.  

Livermore: Right ,  c o r r e c t .  I f e l t  i t  was important  t o  do t h a t  a s  b e s t  I 
could i n ,  a s  I look  back on i t ,  a p r e t t y  f e e b l e  way. But I 
n o t i c e  now w i t h  g r e a t  amusement and i n t e r e s t ,  t h a t  t h e  Wilder- 
n e s s  Soc ie ty  has  a g r a n t ,  I t h i n k ,  of $600,000 t o  do t h e  same 
th ing .  Of course ,  I d i d n l t  have any such g r a n t ,  b u t  I did t h e  
b e s t  I could. I compiled a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o  va r ious  r e s o r t s  
and t h e  F o r e s t  and Park Serv ices .  And I at tempted t o  i l l u s t r a t e  
t h e  va lue  of t h e  sportsman's  d o l l a r ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  
road-end p l a c e s  were dependent on t h e  wi lde rnes s  f o r  t h e i r  
bus iness .  



Livermore: A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  w a s  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  because i n  a l l  those  
packing y e a r s  be fo re  I went t o  Sacramento many y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
I w a s  almost completely o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  power of 
t h e  water  people.  Of course  i n  t h e  r e a l  h igh  country you d o n ' t  
t h i n k  of a l l  t h e s e  water  p r o j e c t s ,  bu t  l a t e r  when t h e  King's 
Canyon Park t h i n g  came up, t h a t  w a s  a very  r e a l  problem. So 
I d i d n ' t  pay much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t .  

Lage : You focused on roads,  p r imar i ly?  

Livermore: On roads ,  and on t h e  va lue  of road-end indus t ry - r e so r t s ,  and 
on sportsmen dependent on t h e  hunt ing  i n  t h e  high country 
(which i s  ano the r  s t o r y ) ,  and on t h e  immeasurable a e s t h e t i c  
thing,which is s t i l l  a problem. How do you va lue  c l e a n  a i r  
and t h e  wi lde rnes s  and c l e a r  water?  

Lage: They're  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  t h a t  ou t .  

Livermore: You j u s t  c a n ' t .  There i s  no way t h a t  I can see.  

Lage : Was your r e p o r t  w e l l  rece ived  a t  S tanford?  

Livermore: Well, I ' d  say  I had a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  persuading my p ro fe s so r  
t h a t  i t  had much value.  But i t  wasn ' t  a major course,  I t h i n k  
i t  was a t h r e e  o r  fou r  u n i t  course,  and I t h i n k  it w a s  c a l l e d ,  
"Business  Development. " 

Yes, he  w a s  q u i t e  amused by i t .  And I remember when I w a s  
i n  Sacramento I was asked t o  g i v e  a kind of a major t a l k  t o  t h e  
bus iness  school  reunion,  and I made r e fe rence  t o  t h i s  and got  
a good chuckle because who ever  heard of an MBA w r i t i n g  a paper  
on t h e  mule business!  

Lage: But i t  is a coming f i e l d .  

Livermore: It is. I c a n ' t  wa i t  t o  s e e  t h i s  Wilderness Soc ie ty  r e p o r t ,  
because a s  I say ,  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  they 've got a h a l f  m i l l i o n  
dol la--s  t o  do a more complete job on t h e  theme I attempted. 
And of course ,  t h ings  a r e  much more measurable now. There ' s  
s t i l l  a very f i e r c e  deba te  about t h e  economic va lue  of wilder-  
ness - -par t icu lar ly  when t h e  wi lde rnes s  e n t h u s i a s t s ,  of which 
I ' m  one, g e t  lower and lower i n  e l e v a t i o n  and g e t  i n t o  
commercial t imber ,  which I have mixed f e e l i n g s  about.  I t h i n k  
i t ' s  a s i g n  t h a t  t h e  wi lderness  people now have l o s t  me a l i t t l e  
b i t ,  i n  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  going f o r  q u a n t i t y  r a t h e r  than  q u a l i t y .  
Every a c r e  t h a t  h a s n ' t  a road i n  i t ,  they  want i t  wi lderness .  
I don ' t  t h i n k  l i f e  is t h a t  simple. 
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Lage : I d i d  n o t i c e  one t h i n g  i n  t h e  1936 r e p o r t  t h a t  kind of s t r u c k  
me. You t a lked  about  t h e  o rgan iza t ions  t h a t  might a c t  a s  
defenders  of t h e  S i e r r a .  You mentioned t h e  packers ,  and you 
mentioned t h a t  t h i s  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  up-- 
t h e  Wilderness  Society-but you weren ' t  s u r e  what t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t s  would be,  and you never  mentioned t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  
t h a t  regard .  

Livermore: I n t e r e s t i n g .  You mean i n  t h e  packer  r e p o r t  o r  in t h e  bus iness  
school  r e p o r t ?  

Lage : The bus ines s  school  r e p o r t .  

Livermore: That  's very  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Lage : Thi s  was '36, and I wondered i f  t h a t  w a s  a pe rcep t ion  you had 
of t h e  club? 

Livermore: Well,  I can t e l l  you why, now t h a t  I r e f l e c t  on i t .  That ' s  
an extremely l o g i c a l  ques t ion .  I f i r s t  sk i ed  when i n  t h e  
bus ines s  school  (very poor ly! ) ,  b u t  then on my Ind ian  t r i p  I 
m e t  a very f i n e  f e l l ow,  Hans Skardarasy,  of Zurs,  Aus t r ia .  
I ' v e  o f t e n  wondered i f  he ' s  s t i l l  a l i v e ;  h e  taught  m e  how t o  
s k i .  That would have been t h e  win te r  of '36, and i t  wasn ' t  
u n t i l  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  I was even aware of t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 
That would exp la in  i t ,  I was not-- 

Lage : You d id  mention i t  a s  a n  outdoor c lub  t h a t  took t r i p s - -  

// I/ 



Livermore: It must have been t h e  win te r  of 1937-38 t h a t  I f i r s t  went up t o  
Norden. And t h a t ' s  when I got  t o  know Dick Leonard and Dave 
Brower and those  people.  So you s e e  t h a t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  I was r e a l l y  kind of unaware of t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

Lage : O.K., you must have known i t  existed-- 

Livermore: Of course,  I ' d  heard of it-- 

Lage: From your packing. I a l s o  not iced  t h e  Commonwealth Club had a 
s e r i e s  on roads i n  1936, and t h e r e  were S i e r r a  Club people t h e r e .  

Livermore: Y e s ,  I may have w e l l  met them; I was a c t i v e .  I n  f a c t ,  I was f o r  
a s h o r t  whi le  chairman of t h e  conserva t ion  s e c t i o n  of t h e  
Commonwealth Club. I was much c l o s e r  t o  them than  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club f o r  t h e  s imple reason t h a t  they were developing t h a t  
r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  know, d i d  I g ive  you-- 

Lage: But t h e  S i e r r a  Club a s  an i n s t i t u t i o n  you weren ' t  f a m i l i a r  
with? So t h a t  more o r  l e s s  exp la ins  i t .  

Livermore: No, I wasn ' t .  I was much more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth 
Club. I ' d  heard more about them, and they were s tudying  t h i s  
problem you see ,  so  i t  was only later t h a t  I became aware of 
t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

Lage : Another i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  i n  t h e  Bancroft  papers  I thought 
maybe you could e l a b o r a t e  on a l i t t l e  b i t ,  were some communica- 
t i o n s  between you and t h e  very e a r l y  Wilderness Society--with 
Yard [Robert S t e r l i n g ]  and a l s o  Robert Marshall .  

Livermore: Yes, I have q u i t e  a b i t  of t h a t  correspondence, and t h a t  stemmed 
from t h e  proposed Por temi l le -Lone  P ine  Road, which I was 
b i t t e r l y  a g a i n s t ,  and i t  t i e s  i n t o  t h a t  p e t i t i o n  t h a t  I s e n t  
over t o  Berkeley. I don ' t  remember--I've never  t r i e d  t o  pu t  
t h e  correspondence together .  It w a s  sporadic ,  bu t  I had a 
couple of l e t t e r s  from Robert Marshal l ,  and s e v e r a l  from Robert 
S t e r l i n g  Yard. I n c i d e n t a l l y  , have you seen t h a t  new book, 
John Muir and H i s  Legacy?" 

Lage : Yes. 

Livermorc: I j u s t  f i n i s h e d  reading it,  and Yard i s  mentioned t h e r e  q u i t e  
a b i t .  I don ' t  remember the  i n i t i a t i o n  of t h a t  as w e l l  a s  I 
do t h e  S i e r r a  Club. I may have read an  a r t i c l e ,  perhaps i n  

"Stephen Fox, John Muir and H i s  Legacy: The American Consema- 
t i o n  Movement ( L i t t l e .  Brown & Co.. 1981). 
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American F o r e s t s ,  which i s  one of my f a v o r i t e  outdoor 
magazines, and I t h i n k  t h a t  l e d  me t o . w r i t e  t o  t h e  Wilderness 
Socie ty .  

They had j u s t  formed, and you wrote  t o  see what t h e i r  purposes 
were, I t h i n k ,  t o  s e e  i f  they  might have an  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  
a r e a .  

T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  I remember now. It seems t o  m e  t h e  f i r s t  
l e t t e r  I had from Yard was ve ry ,  s o r t  of amorphous. It w a s  s o r t  
of c l o s e  t o  t h e  v e s t ,  j u s t  a few p a l s  g e t t i n g  toge the r  kind of 
a th ing ,  and they  d i d n ' t  have a magazine o r  anything.  They were 
a loose  k n i t ,  s o r t  of a c lub  w i t h i n  a c lub .  

Did you meet wi th  him l a t e r ?  

It seems t o  me I might have c a l l e d  once on Bob Marshal l  i n  h i s  
o f f i c e  i n  Washington, j u s t  kind of t o  pay my r e s p e c t s .  I don ' t  
remember eve r  meeting Yard pe r sona l ly .  

A s  an a s i d e  I was f a s c i n a t e d  wi th  t h i s  Stephen Fox book 
because i t  mentioned t h i s  R o s a l i e  Edge s e v e r a l  t imes.  And I 
haven ' t  had a chance t o  check my l o g ,  bu t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I 
took h e r  i n t o  t h e  mountains on a Kings River  Park  i n s p e c t i o n  
t r i p .  I know t h e r e  was an  unusual  g a l ,  bu t  it  w a s  j u s t  a s m a l l  
t r i p ,  which i s  b e s i d e  t h e  main sub jec t .  

But t o  g e t  back t o  your ques t ion ,  I have a couple of 
carbons, bu t  t h e  memories a r e  s o r t  of f l e e t i n g .  

I th ink  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  Bancroft  show more than  you 
remember, i n  a sense ,  because t h e y ' r e  f a s c i n a t i n g .  You have a 
couple of l e t t e r s - - t h e s e  are i n  t h e  Marsha l l  Papers  t h a t  t h e  
Bancroft  has.  L e t t e r s  you had w r i t t e n  t o  Bob Marshal l .  

Oh, I see. Well,  they  have something t h a t  I d o n ' t  have. 

Right .  You had w r l t t e n  t o  him t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him t o  come ou t  
and t a k e  a pack t r i p .  

Oh. What yea r  w a s  t h a t ,  about?  

It w a s  about '36, I th ink .  

Fasc ina t ing ,  yes?  

It was; r e a l l y ,  they  a r e  f a s c i n a t i n g .  You'd l i k e  t o  l ook  a t  
them because you don ' t  have them i n  your f i l e s .  



Livermore: I would, yes.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I have cop ies  of those. 

Lage : George Marshal l  gave q u i t e  a b i t  of h i s  own papers  p lus  h i s  
b r o t h e r ' s  papers  t o  t h e  Bancroft.  

Livermore: Fasc ina t ing .  Gee, I ' l l  have t o  spend a day over  there-- 

Lage: I t ' s  very small; i t  won't t ake  a whole day, but  i t ' l l  b r i n g  
back memories t o  you. 

Livermore: Yes, I ' m  s u r e  i t  w i l l .  

Lage : W e l l ,  l e t ' s  go on then t o  how you d i d  g e t  i n t o  touch wi th  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club. 

Livermore: Well, t h e  b i g  s t a r t ,  a s  I say, was when A l l i e  Robinson i n  e f f e c t ,  
s t r u c k ,  and Dick Leonard came t o  me. This  must have been i n  
'38, I guess.  I ' d  have t o  check my records-- 

Lage: Was t h i s  a f t e r  you'd met them through sk i ing?  

Livermore: Yes. They came t o  me, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  because 1 ' d  s e n t  them a 
copy of my packing r e p o r t ,  and I was on a f i r s t  name b a s i s  wi th  
them mainly through s k i i n g  and - n o t ,  a s  I emphasize here ,  through 
rock climbing. 

Lage : Did you s k i  up a t  t h e  C l a i r  Tappaan Lodge? 

Livermore: A t  Norden, yes ,  having c u t  my eye tee th ,  you might say ,  a f t e r  my 
t r i p  t o  India .  The w i n t e r  of '37-'38 I skied  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  on 
weekends and, I th ink ,  Eas t e r  vaca t ion .  Then, I ' m  j u s t  guessing, 
i t  must have been a f t e r  about Eas t e r ,  '38, t h a t  they s t a r t e d  
n e g o t i a t i n g  wi th  Robinson, who was mad. And s i n c e  I knew him 
so w e l l  they c a l l e d  m e  on t h e  phone and s a i d ,  "Can you help us?"  

Then I went t o  Independence and, in e f f e c t ,  d i d  persuade 
him t o  pack them aga in ,  but  I fea the red  my own n e s t  t o  a degree. 
I n  o the r  words, I worked out  a commission dea l .  And then t h a t  
was for--the y e a r s  I was on t h e  h igh  t r i p ,  I th ink ,  must have 
been '38, '39, '40, and I t h i n k  '41. And t h e  f i r s t  couple 
y e a r s  I worked j u s t  a s  a packer ,  and t h a t ' s  when I wrote  t h a t  
a r t i c l e  t h a t  t h e  Mule Days seemed t o  t h i n k  was amusing. 

I remember, I guess i t  was t h e  f i r s t  t r i p ,  i t  w a s  almost a 
kind of a joke. It was an  extremely heavy snow yea r ,  and they 
couldn ' t  go anywhere because of heavy snowdrif ts .  So we had 
a l l  t h i s  b i g  problem of movement. I remember i t  was f a s c i n a t i n g ,  
we deadheaded t h e  s t o c k  a l l  t h e  way from Lone P ine  t o  Mammoth. 
And t h a t  was be fo re  Crowley Lake was b u i l t .  That w a s  r e a l l y  



Livermore: p ic turesque  country. Then w e  met t h e  club a t  Agnew Meadows, 
and were schedyled t o  t ake  them, a s  I c a l l  i t ,  t o  Davis Creek 
o r  toward Donahue Pass, but  we could only go about t h r e e  m i l e s ,  
then  w e  h i t  t h e  snow l i n e .  So we s o r t  of parked t h e  club o f f  
on t h i s  p l a t eau ,  and t h e  packers loved i t  because they j u s t  
r e t r e a t e d  down t o  a meadow down t h e r e  i n  t h e  upper San Joaquin 
and j u s t  played poker f o r  about t e n  days u n t i l  t h e  snow melted. 
It was kind of t h a t  t r i p  t h a t  I wrote t h e  a r t i c l e  about,  i n  
'38. 

Then i n  '39 I worked j u s t  a s  a packer, i n  e f f e c t ,  f o r  
Robinson. They always had t r o u b l e  because t h e  packers would 
o f t e n  g e t  i n t o  camp f i r s t ,  and they'd take  t h e  n i c e s t  spot .  
They'd t i e  t h e i r  mules r i g h t  where t h e  commissary should be. 
So a t  t h i s  poin t - - le t ' s  s ee ,  I th ink  t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken i n  
1940--Dick Leonard came t o  m e  and s a i d ,  "Now we want you on a 
t r i p  t h i s  year ,  but  we  don ' t  want you t o  handle a s t r i n g  of 
mules. You're t h e  boss. You t e l l  t h e  packers--I mean, you 
know our problem, and you g e t  i n t o  camp f i r s t ,  and you say where 
t h e  packers w i l l  be." And t h a t  was a s l i g h t l y  d i f f i c u l t  t a sk ,  
but  i t  worked out .  I loved t h a t  of course. I d i d n ' t  have 
mules t o  pack, and I ' d  j u s t  g e t  on my horse  and g e t  i n t o  camp 
f i r s t ,  and then  I ' d  dec ide  where t h e  corrunissary was and so  
f o r t h .  Then, 1941, of course,  was t h e  P e a r l  Harbor yea r ;  I ' d  
have t o  check my log ,  b u t  anyway t h a t ' s  how I got  s t a r t e d .  

Then a f t e r  t h e  war they came t o  me again  because Allie, 
who's now dead, l o s t  h i s  head over a woman. Ugl ies t  woman you 
ever  saw, and he had t h e  n i c e s t  l i t t l e  wife.  The woman he m e t  
on some high  t r i p .  So anyway, with t h a t  p l u s  t h e  war, he j u s t  
wentberserk .  He l e f t  h i s  wife ,  never married t h i s  woman, l a t e r  
went back t o  h i s  wife. But t h e  po in t  of t h e  s t o r y  i s  he so ld  
h i s  o u t f i t  during t h i s  t roubled  t i m e .  H e  had these  marvelous 
grey mules, and, of course,  t h e  packing went down somewhat 
during t h e  war. So a f t e r  t h e  war, t h e  high t r i p  theme and 
s p i r i t  was s t i l l  s t rong ,  so they came t o  m e  and wanted me t o  
no t  only j u s t  be an agent  but  t o  handle t h e  whole th ing .  And 
t h a t ' s  when I made t h e  t e r r i b l e  mistake--but I had a l o t  of fun 
out  of i t--of going over t o  t h e  e a s t  s ide .  And I bought two 
pack t r a i n s ,  mortgaged my s o u l ,  i n  order  t o  g e t  a b i g  enough 
o u t f i t  t o  handle t h e  S i e r r a  Club. Which I d id ,  personal ly  f o r  
t h r e e  y e a r s ;  I th ink  i t  was '46, '47, and '48. 

Then wi th  my family growing and being more i n t e r e s t e d  in 
the  lumber bus iness  a s  a way of suppor t ing  a family,  I farmed 
i t  out  t o  a fe l low named Bruce Morgan. He continued handling 
the  high t r i p  from, i t  must have been about '49 through--I 
don' t  know I ' d  have t o  check--about '60. I know my o l d e s t  son 



Livermore: packed on two o r  t h r e e  h igh  t r i p s ,  and i t  went down, down, down 
i n  numbers. Anyway t h a t ' s  a capsule  of how I got  involved i n  
the  S i e r r a  Club. 

Lag e : Could t h e  S i e r r a  Club h igh  t r i p s  support--obviously i t  couldn ' t  
support--but you seemed t o  t h i n k  it  would be a b l e  t o  support  a 
whole summer? 

Livermore: No, t h a t  was a b ig  problem. Tha t ' s  why t h e  Fores t ry  Associa t ion  
t r i p  was, you might say,  t h e  heyday of my packing, t h e  economics 
of my packing. It worked ou t  f a i r l y  w e l l ,  because I used almost 
a s  many head of s t o c k  on t h e  t r a i l r i d e r  t r i p ,  they c a l l e d  i t ,  a s  
i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, al though t h e r e  were more mules i n  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club and more ho r ses  i n  t h e  o t h e r .  

Also, I got  a l l  f i r e d  up--we a l l  did--in t h e  f i r s t  postwar 
year .  On t h e  S i e r r a  Club t r i p s ,  which had always been two, 
two-week s e s s i o n s ,  I persuaded them--we mutually agreed--we 
would have t h r e e ,  two-week ses s ions .  That almost k i l l e d  me 
because i t  was a t e r r i b l e  summer i n  '46. Stock was from 
d i f f e r e n t  o u t f i t s ,  and they had t r o u b l e  wrangling, and' I had a 
couple of packers-I remember one of them I t h i n k  had a c r imina l  
record.  Then I had j u s t  overextended myself. I had th ree ,  two- 
week ses s ions  of t h e  h igh  t r i p  and then a b i g  t r a i l r i d e r .  t r i p ,  
and then I t h i n k  t h e r e  was t h e  Alpine Club. You know, everybody 
a f t e r  t h e  war wanted t o  go t o  t h e  mountains. 

Get t ing  back t o  t h e  y e a r s  f o r  t hese  t r i p s ,  I t h i n k  t h e  h igh  
t r i p s  expired i n  about '66. I ' m  j u s t  guessing. Then t h e r e  were 
the  h i g h l i g h t  t r i p s .  During a l l  t h i s  time I had a l s o  had q u i t e  
a number of S i e r r a  Club sadd le  t r i p s .  One of t h e m , . i f  you'd 
ca re  t o  r e sea rch  i t ,  might amuse you. This  must have been a l s o  
i n  about '39. I ' m  j u s t  guessing. 

Lage : You s t a r t e d  t h e  saddle  t r i p s ?  

Livermore: Yes, I s t a r t e d  t h e  sadd le  t r i p s .  I t h i n k  the  f i r s t  saddle  t r i p  
was i n  '39 .  I took about t e n  of them. It was kind of amusing. 
Did you eve r  hear  about Anita  Day Hubbard? 

Lage: No. 

Livermore: Well, she  was a woman who wrote a s o r t  of advice  t o  t h e  love-  
lorn--remember Dorothy Dix, does t h a t  name mean anything? 

Lage : Yes, t h a t  name does. 



Livermore: Dorothy Dix, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  was a  n a t i o n a l l y  syndicated--what 
do you c a l l  t h a t ,  no t  advice  t o  t h e  love lo rn .  I t ' s  s o r t  of 
%ear Abby" and whose t h e  o t h e r  one? It w a s  more pap, s h a l l  
w e  c a l l  i t .  More s o r t  of homespun advice ,  fami ly  s t u f f .  

Anyway, Ani ta  Day Hubbard w a s  t h e  l o c a l  one. She wrote  an 
a r t i c l e .  You can f i n d  i t  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club B u l l e t i n .  I 
remember h e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  because she  was q u i t e  s t o u t ,  and w e  
had t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  h e r  on h e r  horse .  She was amusing. 

But t h e  t h i n g  I remember most p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  and I ' v e  never  
heard of i t  be fo re  o r  s i n c e ,  when w e  ended t h a t  trip--which I 
t h i n k  was '39 and i n  Lone Pine--we camped t h e  las t  n i g h t  a t  t h e  
road end a t  Ca r ro l  Creek, and t h e  au ro ra  b o r e a l i s  covered t h e  
whole sky. I ' v e  never s een  i t  be fo re  o r  s i n c e  i n  t h e  S i e r r a .  
Of course ,  i t ' s  common i n  t h e  North. 

Lage : That 's r i g h t .  

Livermore: Have you eve r  seen  i t ?  

Lage : No, bu t  I read i n  t h e  B u l l e t i n  something t h a t  Dave Brower wrote  
about t h e  sadd le  t r i p s ,  and how you had arranged t h i s  au ro ra  
b o r e a l i s  f o r  them. [ l a u g h t e r ]  

Livermore: Well, a s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  i t  must have been t h e  P e a r l  Harbor 
yea r .  One of my g r e a t  bonds wi th  Dave is  t h a t  he l e d  a  s add le  
t r i p .  That must have been i n  '41, yes ,  o r  '42. I don ' t  know. 
I g o t  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  I th ink ,  be fo re  he,  and I loaned him my 
horse.  H e  l i k e d  he r ;  she  was j u s t  a g r e a t  buckskin mare. He 
doesn ' t  l i k e  t o  admit h e  l i k e d  h e r ,  and people don ' t  l i k e  t o  
admit t h a t  John Muir rode ho r ses ,  too.  But anyway, Dave Brower 
d id  r i d e  a  ho r se  on t h i s  t r i p .  So anyway, t h a t  was Ani ta  Day 
Hubbard. 

Reco l l ec t ions :  Club Committees and t h e  Board 

Lage : NOW, you were involved wi th  t h e  c lub  on t h e  ou t ing  committee, 
t h e  t r a i l s  committee and a l s o  on some committees d e a l i n g  w i t h  
roads i n  t h e  S i e r r a .  

Livermore: I was on a  s p e c i a l  committee--I remember Harold Bradley [ S i e r r a  
Club p r e s i d e n t ,  1957-19591 asked me about  i t  y e a r s  l a t e r - - to  
s o r t  of s tudy  roads  i n  t h e  S i e r r a .  And t h e  records  a r e  obscure,  
t h i s  involves  one of t h e  g r e a t  arguments t h a t  [Congressman 
Bern ie  F.] Sisk--you may have heard of it--argued i n  f avo r  of 
t h e  Minaret road, t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club was i n  f avo r  of i t .  I 



Livermore: always poin ted  o u t ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  record shows t h i s ,  t h a t  they  
were i n  f avo r  of it only as t h e  l e s s e r  of two e v i l s .  Less e v i l  - 
than  t h e  Por te rv i l le -Lone  P ine  road. But then  I always s a i d ,  
and s t i l l  say ,  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  Por te rv i l le -Lone  P ine  Road went 
in, t h e  Kern P la t eau  has  been v i o l a t e d ,  and t h a t  r e l ea sed  t h e  
o t h e r  cont ingent  agreement [ t o  ag ree  t o  t h e  Minaret Summit road]  
which w a s  back i n  t hese  same y e a r s .  I w a s  on a S i e r r a  Club 
committee--I c a n ' t  remember w i t h  who--to r e p o r t  on t h i s .  And 
as I r e c a l l  i t ,  some of my correspondence shows t h a t  t h e  
committee never  m e t  on account of t h e  war o r  something. I t 's  
a l i t t l e  b i t  obscure.  

The o u t i n g  committee was t h e  main one I was on. Then 
t h e r e  i s  ano the r  thing--I can t r y  t o  d i g  i t  out .  I n  f a c t ,  I 
mean t o  send i t ,  i f  I can f i n d  i t ,  t o  t h e  Bancroft .  The f i r s t  
Wilderness Conference, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  w a s  he ld  i n  '49, bu t  t h e  
yea r  p r i o r ,  Dave Brower and I and a f e l l ow named A r t  Blake had 
a w i lde rnes s  meeting which we promoted i n  t h e  PG&E [ P a c i f i c  Gas 
and E l e c t r i c ]  Auditorium i n  San Francisco.  I took a t r i p  down 
t h e  Salmon River  i n  Idaho, which was s o r t  of unique i n  t hose  
days. Because those  were t h e  days before  t h e  neoprene r a f t s ,  
and. we had a scow, a t h i n g  b u i l t  ou t  of lumber. That g i v e s  t h e  
term, " r i v e r  of no r e t u r n .  " I have movies, s t i l l  have them, 
q u i t e  good of t h a t  t r i p  which I showed a t  t h i s  meet ing i n  t h e  
PG&E Auditorium. Then t h e r e  was a f i n e  f e l l ow named A r t  Blake, 
and Dave Brower, and we each had segments of t h i s  program. So 
i n  a way, a t  l e a s t  t o  my knowledge, i t  was t h e  f i r s t  wi lderness  
meeting. It wasn't  a conference.  It was a kind of a conclave. 

Lage : Who w a s  involved i n  t h a t ?  And what was the-- 

Livermore: Well, t h e  t h r e e  of u s  pu t  i t  on. I have somewhere a pos t ca rd ,  
Blake, Brower and m e ,  and i t  was j u s t  a l e c t u r e .  

Lage : Who was i n v i t e d ?  

Livermore: Anybody t h a t  wanted t o  come, b u t  mainly S i e r r a  Club members. 
I t h i n k  they were almost e n t i r e l y  c lub  people.  It went out  t o  
t h e  c lub  mai l ing  l is t ,  and t h e r e  were maybe, a couple hundred 
people t he re .  

Lage : Was t h e r e  a conserva t ion  message involved? 

Livermore: Yes, i t  was a p r a i s i n g  of t h e  wi lde rnes s  kind of a th ing .  And 
wi th  a s t r o n g  message t o  s t o p  t h e  roads ,  and a s  I say ,  some 
s l i d e s  and p i c t u r e s ,  and a description--which was my p a r t  of 
it-of t h e  Salmon River  Wilderness-- 

Lage : Was t h e r e  a conserva t ion  i s s u e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  time? 



Livermore: Yes, t h i s  w a s  a n  e a r l y  beginning,  a t  l e a s t  t o  my knowledge, of 
t h e  whole p r i m i t i v e  a r e a  concept.  There w a s  a road p ro j ec t ed  
down t h e  Salmon River .  I n  f a c t  t h e  road w a s  s t a r t e d .  I 
remember i t  shows i n  my movies. They d id  poke i t  down about 
t e n  mi les ,  b u t  t o  my knowledge i t  never  has  been completed. 

On t h e  t r i p  I took ,  we were on t h e  r i v e r  about t e n  days. 
It w a s  a hunt ing  t r i p ,  bu t  it w a s  a marvelous s c e n i c  t r i p ,  too. 
W e ,  of course,  were hunt ing .  We'd stop--I d o n ' t  remember where. 
I suppose w e  could have gone through it  maybe i n  about two 
days. But yes ,  it w a s  a wi lderness  theme. 

Lage : With t h i s  involvement t h a t  you had, would you be  a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  
o r  c h a r a c t e r i z e  f o r  u s  t h e  c lub  i n  those  y e a r s ,  t h e  l a t e  
t h i r t i e s  and e a r l y  f o r t i e s ?  

Livermore: The c lub  w a s  very "clubby." I mean t h a t  i n  a good way. It w a s  
small, and a good p a r t  of t h e  whole theme were t h e  out ings .  
I remember being somewhat amused and s u r p r i s e d ,  because when-- 
I guess  i t  w a s  Dick Leonard o r  Dave--put my name up a s  a 
d i r e c t o r ,  and I s a i d ,  "I don' t  f e e l  I deserve  t h i s  o r  a m  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  worthy of i t  because I ' m  no t  a rock c l imber ,  and 
I never  took much p a r t  i n  t h e  Bay Chapter a c t i v i t i e s  s o r t  of a 
thing."  "Oh," they  s a i d ,  "You'll  have no t r o u b l e  at a l l ;  
everybody knows you from t h e  high t r i p . "  And t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
i t  worked ou t .  A l l  t h e  h igh  t r i p  people got  t o  know me because 
I w a s  always t h e r e  a t  t h e  campfire.  

So t h e  h igh  t r i p  w a s  very much in te r twined  wi th  t h e  c lub  
leadership--  

Lage : People would be  e l e c t e d  because they  were known from t h e  high 
t r i p s ?  

Livermore: Yes, i t  w a s  s o r t  of word of mouth. And t h e r e  were only,  as I 
r e c a l l  i t ,  two c h a p t e r s  then:  Los Angeles and San Francisco.  
They had no p a i d  s e c r e t a r y .  It w a s  V i r g i n i a  Ferguson--is she 
s t i l l  a l i v e ?  

Lage: No. 

Livermore: She w a s  a g r e a t  g a l .  They had a l i t t l e  s m a l l  o f f i c e ,  and i t  
wasn ' t ,  of course ,  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  t h a t  Dave Brower w a s  made 
fu l l - t ime  s e c r e t a r y .  It w a s  s o r t  of l i k e  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods 
League: s m a l l ,  f i r s t  name b a s i s .  

I n  t hose  days too ,  which t h i s  John Muir and H i s  Legacy 
book c l e a r l y  p o i n t s  ou t ,  t h e  motto o r  purpose which showed on - - 
a l l  l e t t e r h e a d s  s a i d ,  "Explore, Enjoy and Render Accessible .  " 



Livermore: That John Muir book shows, you know, t h a t  he  was even i n  favor  
of highways and automobiles t o  ge t  people t o  s e e  i t .  But t h e  
club changed t h e i r  motto a f t e r  t h e  war, I th ink .  It was a very 
c l o s e  group. 

Lage: There appa ren t ly  were debates  among t h e  d i r e c t o r s  about how 
a c c e s s i b l e  t h e  S i e r r a s  should be rendered.  Do you remember 
some of t h e  f e e l i n g s  about t h a t ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s i d e s ?  

Livermore: No, I d o n ' t .  A s  I remember i t ,  and I t h i n k  I was s t i l l  a 
d i r e c t o r  then ,  i t  was j u s t  a l l  agreed.  It j u s t  kind of evolved 
t h a t  we d i d  no t  want t o  make them more a c c e s s i b l e .  - 

Lage: So t h e r e  was a g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  f u r t h e r  roads?  

Livermore: Yes, what we both  j u s t  mentioned--it seems t o  me maybe one o r  
two of t h e  d i r e c t o r s  f e l t  they  s t i l l  should be  made more 
a c c e s s i b l e ,  bu t  I don ' t  remember any major deba te  on i t  a t  a l l .  

Lage : Was t h e r e  a deba te  w i th  [William E.] Colby [board of d i r e c t o r s ,  
1900-19491 a t  a l l ?  It seems t o  me I heard a t  one t i m e  t h a t  was 
one of t h e  reasons Colby f i n a l l y  r e t i r e d  from t h e  board. 

Livermore: I remember t h a t  was i n  t h i s  book. You're r i g h t .  I t 's  q u i t e  
i n t e r e s t i n g .  I don ' t  remember any disagreement w i th  him about 
anything,  bu t  i t  could be. I wasn't  one of t h e  most r e g u l a r  
a t t e n d e r s .  I don ' t  remember how many t imes a yea r  they met. 
I remember more ou t ing  committee meetings than  d i r e c t o r ' s  
meetings. Although I of course  a t tended  a g r e a t  many d i r e c t o r ' s  
meetings, and I guess  Colby was on maybe j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  I 
was on. I j u s t  remember him a s  a kind of a s e n i o r  c i t i z e n ,  
very ,  very much r e spec t ed .  But I don ' t  remember t h a t  f l a p  t h a t ' s  
descr ibed  i n  t h e  Fox book. I s n ' t  t h a t  t h e  reason they  sa id  h e  
resigned? 

Lage : Some people say  t h a t  t h a t  had noth ing  t o  do wi th  i t ,  t h a t  he'd 
j u s t  served ou t  h i s  t ime,  and h e  f e l t  i t  w a s  time t o  t u r n  i t  
over t o  t h e  younger people.  But I ' v e  heard  a couple of people-- 
and I t h i n k  t h e  book mentions this--say t h a t  t h e  reason was an 
argument over a road i n t o  Kings Canyon o r  something. 

Livermore: Oh, now t h a t  b r ings  up another  th ing .  Well,  of course,  t h e  
Kings Canyon road,  I t h i n k  we a l l  b i t t e r l y  opposed t h a t .  It 
had t o  do wi th  a water  es tab l i shment .  

The same t r i p  t h a t  I mentioned--I t h i n k  i t  may have been 
t h i s  Rosa l i e  Edge t h a t  I took, a long wi th  Frank Ki t t r edge  and 
Harold Bryant,  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  Kings Canyon. The road was j u s t  
s t a r t i n g  then ,  and we used t o  have t o  go down i n  t h e  canyon 



Livermore: from Horse C o r r a l  Meadow, which was a  kind of  a  dus ty  bu t  very  
p r e t t y  t r a i l .  So a s  I r e c a l l  i t - - t h a t ' s  most i n t e r e s t ing - -  
about t h e  wa te r  es tab l i shment .  There w a s  a f e l low involved 
named Gearhar t ,  Congressman Bud Gearhart .  It was over  my head 
a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  i n  t h a t  I was away a l l  t h e s e  summers. During some 
of t hose  y e a r s  I spent  q u i t e  a  l i t t l e  t ime,  a s  I t o l d  you, i n  
t h e  o i l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Texas and t h e  [San Joaquin]  Valley. 

A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  they d i d  make, i n  e f f e c t ,  a  d e a l ,  and t h e  
T e h i p i t e  Val ley was involved-- 

Lage : Thi s  would be i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  Kings Canyon? 

Livermore: This  i s  Kings Canyon. My r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a  l i t t l e  fuzzy, b u t  
I do remember t h i s  very v i v i d l y :  t h a t  I w a s  t h e  only  d i r e c t o r  
t h a t  was a g a i n s t  t h e  Kings Canyon Park. 

Lage : Oh, you were? 

Livermore: I w a s  a g a i n s t  i t ,  and t h e  main reason  I was a g a i n s t  it w a s  
because of my . f r i e n d s  t h e  packers ,  because I couldn ' t  see a t  
t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  i t  would make t h a t  much d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  high 
country.  But i t  made a  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  packers  because 
i t  knocked o u t  t h e  hunt ing ,  and you see t h e  hunt ing  is a b i g  
p a r t  of t h e i r  bus iness .  

I remember t h e  f e a r  and t rembling w i t h  A l l i e  Robinson 
t e s t i f y i n g  i n  Fresno be fo re  [Sec re t a ry  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  Harold] 
Ickes  a g a i n s t  t h e  park.  But w e  were j u s t  a b s o l u t e l y  snowed 
under. And I guess  you might say  my i n t e r e s t  was s e l f i s h  bu t  
a l s o  s ince re .  To r e p e a t ,  h e r e  was t h i s  marginal ,  t o  me extremely 
p i c tu re sque  bus ines s ,  and l i k e  many bus inesses ,  i t 's t h e  top 
income t h a t ' s  t h e  p r o f i t .  And they j u s t  wiped t h e  whole t h i n g  
o u t ,  you see, wi th  t h e  park. It a f f e c t e d  many packers ,  so  I 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t .  I don ' t  remember any major f i g h t s  on t h e  
board-- 

Lage : Did you t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  it a l s o ?  

Livermore: I t e s t i f i e d ,  yes .  And i t  would be  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  by God, t o  s e e  
whether t h a t  go t  in--I never  s a w  an  account.  1 ' m  s u r e  e i t h e r  I 
o r  Robinson, probably s a i d  about t h r e e  l i n e s  i n  a  f e e b l e  voice .  
I remember i t  w a s  9 ve ry  packed meeting i n  Fresno. And I ckes  
w a s  t he re .  Well,  t h e r e  were o t h e r s  t h a t  agreed wi th  u s ;  I th ink  
t h e  timbermen d id .  But a s  I say ,  I t h i n k  t h e  c lub  had made a  
d e a l ,  i n  a p e r f e c t l y  unders tandable  way, on t h i s  water  exc lus ion  
kind of a  bus iness .  I remember i t  w a s  he ld  up f o r  a  long  time 
by Gearhart  and t h e  water  people.  



Livermore: But g e t t i n g  back t o  Colby, t h a t ' s  very  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I don ' t  
remember him, except  f o r  t h e  t i m e  of course,  I remember v i v i d l y ,  
t h a t  I interviewed him when he was i n  h i s  s i c k  bed.* But I 
remember going t o  h i s  o f f i c e  once, and it  made m e  f e e l  good, 
because he  had the  most unt idy  desk t h a t  I ' v e  every seen  i n  my 
l i f e .  It may o r  may no t  have been t y p i c a l .  But I don ' t  
remember him l eav ing  t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s  i n  any kind of a  
huff a t  a l l ,  bu t  I could be wrong on t h a t .  

Lage : Well, you could be r i g h t  a l s o .  People d i sag ree ,  and Stephen 
Fox picked up t h e  account t h a t  showed t h e  c o n f l i c t .  

Livermore: My f e e l i n g ,  f o r  what i t ' s  worth, i s  t h a t  Colby had given up 
t h e  l eade r sh ip  of t h e  h igh  t r i p  because, a f t e r  a l l ,  Leonard 
was a  l o t  younger. W e l l ,  f i r s t  t h e  t r i p  l eade r sh ip  went t o  
t h e  f o o t b a l l  player-- 

Lage: Tappaan. 

Livermore: F ranc i s  Tappaan, whom I never  met but  heard a  l o t  about.  H e  
passed t h e  ball--Colby t o  Tappaan--for t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s ,  and 
then Leonard took over.  I don ' t  t h i n k  I eve r  met Tappaan, 
because he was southern Ca l i fo rn ia .  So my genera l  f e e l i n g  was 
t h a t  Colby was t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  yea r s  o l d e r  than  we, and he rd  
c e r t a i n l y  done a  s t i n t ,  and he j u s t  wanted t o  r e t i r e .  I 
remember hea r ing  a  l o t  about him, and of course jumping ahead 
t o  t h i s  in te rv iew,  I ' l l  j u s t  say perhaps t h e  two main reasons  
I w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  him were: f i r s t  t h e  packing 
h i s t o r y ,  and second--the theme I 'd  heard him express ,  and he 
repeated i t  t o  me--that h u t s  were n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  bad. I s t i l l  
tend t o  f e e l  t h a t  way a l i t t l e  b i t .  I f  you could extend t h e  
wi lderness  use  of t h e  S i e r r a  wi th  Adirondack-type h u t s ,  what ' s  
wrong wi th  t h a t ?  Since then of course,  they've developed 
these  fabulous l i g h t  t e n t s  and everything.  I t h i n k  probably 
t h a t ' s  no t  a s  p e r t i n e n t  a s  i t  was back i n  t h e  f o r t i e s .  

Lage : Besides t h e r e ' s  so such of t h e  S i e r r a ,  I c a n ' t  imagine t h e  
number of h u t s  you'd have t o  have t o  sa t i s fy - -  

Livermore: This  is  an i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing ;  i t ' s  always puzzled me a l i t t l e  
b i t .  For in s t ance ,  one of my e a r l y  admira t ions  w a s  f o r  t h e  
Fores t  Serv ice  Mule Depot i n  Missoula, Montana. They had some- 
th ing  l i k e  t h r e e  thousand mules. You know they covered a l l  
that--out i n  t h e  country. 

*llsome High S i e r r a  Reco l l ec t ions  by William I. Colby," i n t e r -  
view by Norman B. L ivemore ,  S i e r r a  Club B u l l e t i n ,  December 
1964. 



Livermore: Then t h e  o t h e r  one was t h e  G l a c i e r  Park Saddle Horse Company. 
They had t h e s e  cha l e t s - - th i s  has  been w r i t t e n  up, seems t o  me I 
saw i t  i n  t h e  F o r e s t  H i s to ry  Magazine--riding t r i p s  and c h a l e t s ,  
s o r t  o f .  Of course ,  i t  r a i n s  a l o t  more t h e r e .  That t h i n g  
d i ed  out  completely;  l a r g e  horseback t r i p s  i n  G l a c i e r  park; I 
th ink ,  are almost  completely defunct .  And of course  I know t h e  
Fores t  Se rv i ce  would go i n  as smoke jumpers and wi th  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

But anyway, Colby t o l d  me t h a t .  I c a n ' t  remember j u s t  how 
he expressed i t ,  bu t  h e  s a w  noth ing  wrong wi th  hu t s .  It t i e d  
i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  w i th  one of John Muir 's  quotes  t h a t  I sometimes 
mention. I n  one of h i s  books, I c a n ' t  remember which, h e  s a i d  
t h a t  he  never  could understand t h e s e  so c a l l e d  tough mountaineers 
t h a t  would s l e e p  on t h e  rocks ;  t h a t  he  always spen t  a l o t  of 
t ime making h i s  bed, w i th  boughs and so  on. So when people 
sometimes t a l k  about  hardihood,  why I sometimes remember John 
Muir . 

Lage : T h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Any o t h e r  people  i n  t h e  c lub  i n  those  y e a r s  
t h a t  you could c h a r a c t e r i z e  f o r  u s ?  You s a i d  you had a l i s t  
here .  

Livermore: Yes, I remember v i v i d l y  many of them. I n  no p a r t i c u l a r  o r d e r ,  
t h e  ones t h a t  you have here :  Bes tor  Robinson, Brower, Leonard, 
F ranc i s  Farquhar,  of course,  I f e l t  very c l o s e  t o .  I n  f a c t  I 
worked f o r  him f o r  a wh i l e  as a n  accountant ,  j u s t  a month o r  so. 
O l ive r  Kehr le in ,  Walter S t a r r ,  J o e l  Hildebrand. A l a t e r  bunch: 
Fred E i s s l e r ,  [George] Marsha l l ,  [Harold] Bradley,  C l a i r e  
Dedrick, [Edgar] Wayburn, [Wi l l ]  S i r i ,  P h i l  Berry. These a r e  
j u s t  names t h a t  came t o  me. The l a t t e r  ones,  o f  course,  a r e  t h e  
more modern genera t ion .  I got  t o  know Ed Wayburn p a r t i c u l a r l y  
w e l l ,  bu t  mainly dur ing  and a f t e r  my Sacramento days because he 
was no t  a t  a l l  a member of t h e  e a r l y  group. I n  f a c t ,  1 ' m  n o t  
su re  h e  was h e r e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  those  e a r l y  yea r s .  

Lage : Not a s  e a r l y  as we ' re  t a l k i n g  about .  

Livermore : No. 

Lage : Can you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  p o i n t s  of view t h e  men might have had, 
o r  some c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  of  them? The e a r l y  group I ' m  t h ink ing  
of .  

Livermore: Well,  yes .  I f e l t  p a r t l y  because of t h e  Kings Canyon experience,  
and t h e  hunt ing  and t h e  packers ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were r e a l l y  only 
f o u r  people,  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  is ,  on t h a t  board t h a t  were 
reasonably o r i e n t e d  toward bus ines s .  

/I iI 



Livermore: By t h a t  I mean they had an economic o r i e n t a t i o n  r a t h e r  than a 
p ro fess iona l  one. They were myself and Ol iver  Kehrlein, Walter 
S t a r r  and, t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  Bestor  Robinson. Bestor was an 
a t torney.  But t h e  four  of us ,  le t ' s  say,  were more r ecep t ive  
t o  multiple-use philosophy, t h e  Forest  Service  philosophy, than 
t h e  o the r s .  I n  a l l  degrees,  Walter S t a r r ,  who was devoted t o  
the  mountains l a r g e l y  because of h i s  son being k i l l e d  t h e r e  and 
w r i t i n g  the  S t a r r ' s  Guide* and s o  f o r t h ,  was q u i t e  sen io r .  And 
he  was r e t i r e d ,  and s o  he wasn't a s  probusiness a s  he  might have 
been, i n  my opinion. 

By probusiness I mean aware of the  economics, f o r  in s t ance  
the  packing, t h e  timbermen, t h e  development types. 

Lage: Was t h i s  something you were concerned with a t  t he  time? Aside 
from packing, were you? 

Livermore: Yes, I c a n ' t  th ink  of in s t ances  o the r  than t h a t .  It might have 
taken the  form, p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th  Dave Brower, much though I 
respec t  and l i k e  him, of s o r t  of g iv ing  h e l l  t o  t h e  bus iness  
community. I n  terms of w r i t i n g  o r  thought,  of the  four ,  
Kehrlein was t h e  b e s t  from my po in t  of view. 

He had been i n  business.  H e ,  and I r e c a l l  i t ,  had made 
and l o s t  a modest fo r tune  running movie t h e a t e r s .  He owned 
some movie houses. He was, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  a casua l ty  of e i t h e r  
the  Depression or - - le t ' s  see ,  t h a t  was before  TV. 

But o the r  than the  Kings Canyon thing,  I c a n ' t  t h ink  of 
any major f i g h t s  o r  anything. It was j u s t  a kind of a f e e l i n g .  
I n  t h e  case  of Robinson, he tended t o  be Fores t  Service- 
or iented .  A l i t t l e  l i k e  i n  t h e  Fox book we j u s t  mentioned, 
t h e  Pinchot versus  the  Marshall  theme. 

Lage : Pinchot and Muir, you mean? 

Livermore: Well, I was th inking of Bob Marshall .  

Lage: Oh, I see .  

* S t a r r l s  Guide t o  t h e  John Muir T r a i l  ( S i e r r a  Club, 1934). 



Livermore: Well, Pinchot  versus  Muir o r  Muir-Marshall versus  P inchot .  A s  
I say ,  i n  those  days except  f o r  t h e  Kings Canyon, I don' t  remem- 
be r  any r e a l l y  major causes.  I guess ,  of course ,  t h e  graz ing  
oozed i n t o  it wi th  Lowell Sumner and h i s  r e p o r t  s o r t  of damning 
t h e  h igh  t r i p  f o r  t h e i r  mule use.* 

But t h e  Muir and H i s  Legacy book, of course ,  is  f a s c i n a t i n g  
because i t  so  c l e a r l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  evo lu t ion  of t h e  whole 
conserva t ion  movement. A s  I r e c a l l ,  f i r s t  t h e r e  were concerns 
j u s t  over  f o r e s t s ,  and you know, Teddy Roosevel t .  And then it 
was t h e  w i l d l i f e ,  and then  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s  i t  w a s  
wi lderness .  And now i t 's ,  of course ,  a l l  over  t h e  map. I t ' s  
p o l l u t i o n  and t h e  atomic problems and a i r ,  water  and s o l i d  
waste  and then  open space. T h a t ' s  one reason ,  a c t u a l l y ,  t h a t  I 
res igned  from t h e  board--which I d id  i n  about  1952. 

Lage : I t h i n k  i t  w a s  '49. 

Livermore: Nineteen for ty-n ine ,  w a s  i t ?  Well,  you'd know, yes ,  '49. I 
was on f o r  t e n  yea r s ,  I th ink ,  excluding t h e  w a r  years .  Yes, 
'49, t h a t  would make sense  because we moved t o  Cloverdale .  

Well, I res igned  from t h e  board f o r  two reasons:  f i r s t  of a l l ,  
I had t h e  packing c o n t r a c t ,  and I was a l s o  on t h e  ou t ing  
committee. I thought I r e a l l y  should r e s i g n  because I was 
dec id ing  my own sustenance,  you might say. But t h e  b igger  
reason was t h e  complexity of it. I remember t h e  Echo Park  
f i g h t ,  which i s  descr ibed  i n  t h e  Stephen Fox book. And I f e l t ,  
i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h a t  c lub  p u b l i c i t y  was a l i t t l e  u n e t h i c a l  on 
t h a t ,  because Echo Park was n o t  a n a t i o n a l  park. It was a 
n a t i o n a l  monument, and t h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  
two. I f e l t  t h a t  dea r  Dave and a l l  t hose  guys, t h a t  a r e  always 
t a l k i n g  about ,  "Invasion of t h e  park ,  i nvas ion  of  t h e  park ,  
invas ion  of t h e  park1'--well, i t  w a s  - n o t  a park.  

So t h a t  bothered me a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  more than  t h a t ,  I 
remember d i s t i n c t l y  f e e l i n g  I had a young fami ly ,  and I was 
s t r u g g l i n g  up n o r t h  (we l i v e d  i n  Cloverdale  then ,  i n  t h e  lumber 
bus ines s ) ,  and I j u s t  cou ldn ' t  read  a l l  t he  s t u f f .  You know, 
I was g e t t i n g  two inches  of m a t e r i a l  every month. And I 
thought ,  "I j u s t  cannot i n  good conscience be a d i r e c t o r  and 
keep up w i t h  t h i s  mater ia l . "  So those  were t h e  two reasons-- 

Lage : I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  me. I h a d n ' t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  
complexity occurred a s  e a r l y  a s  t h i s .  

*S ie r r a  Club B u l l e t i n ,  June 1950, pp. 109-112 and May, 1951, 
pp. 142-145. 



Livermore: Well, t h e  f i r s t  complexity was more geographic than  po l lu t ion .  
It s t a r t e d  wi th  t h e  Echo Park th ing ,  but  then t h e  c lub  s t a r t e d  
having a l o t  more chapters ,  and it  was more complex. The paper 
work j u s t  b u i l t  up. 

Lage : It was more demanding on a board member. 

Livermore: Yes. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  f e e l  I could g ive  it t h e  time. 

I n i t i a t i o n  of t h e  F i r s t  Wilderness Conference 

Lage : The o t h e r  th ing  I wanted t o  t a l k  about was your i n i t i a t i o n  of 
t h e  idea  f o r  t h e  wi lderness  conference when you were a board 
member. I saw a copy of t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  you wrote.* 

Livermore: Yes, I t h i n k  I have t h a t  somewhere. T h a t ' s  something, i f  I do 
say so,  I ' m  very proud o f .  And Brower, more than some of t h e  
o t h e r  th ings ,  has  given m e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h a t .  Yes, I guess I 
r e a l l y  d i d  he lp  l i g h t  t h e  f i r s t  spark.  But i t  w a s  more u t i l i -  
t a r i a n  than--well, t h a t  i s n ' t  f a i r .  It was a deep convic t ion  
f o r  t h e  wi lde rness ,  but  I ' d  have t o  re read  my l e t t e r .  My main 
theme, a s  I r e c a l l ,  was t h e  growing complexity of t h e  wi lde rness ;  
t h e  increased  t r a v e l ,  t h e  t r a i l  maintenance, t h e  camping requi re-  
ments, t h e  graz ing  problems, and t h e  l a c k  of coordina t ion  between 
t h e  Fores t  and t h e  Park Serv ice ,  and p a r t l y ,  I don't  t h i n k  t h i s  
w a s  major i n  '49, t h e  hunt ing  dec l ine .  It stemmed i n  p a r t  from 
t h i s  PG&E meeting, s o  I wrote,  I guess,  t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s .  
I went t o  every wi lderness  conference,  I th ink ,  from then on-- 
wi th  I th ink ,  one exception and t h a t  w a s  one of t h e  last  ones 
they had i n  Colorado. I was always very keenly i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it. 
A s  I say,  I d id  have a p a r t  i n  s t a r t i n g  i t .  

I remember Zahniser a t  a couple of t h e  e a r l y  ones,  and of 
course t h a t  l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  '64 Wilderness Act. But i n  
terms of t h e  whole conferences,  they soon veered away--I fel:, 
they got  a l i t t l e  b i t  too e t h e r e a l  f o r  me. Also, and I 've 
always s a i d  t h i s ,  and I t h i n k  I ' m  i n  t h e  minori ty among conser- 
v a t i o n i s t s ,  bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  wi lderness  h a s  g o t t e n  
bas tard ized .  Now everyth ing  without  a road i n  i t  i s  a 
"wilderness.  " I remember I we:,c t o  one conference, and they 
were t a l k i n g  about a for ty-acre  swamp being a wi lderness .  Well, 

*S ie r r a  Club Board of D i rec to r s  Minutes, August 1947. 
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t o  me, and I ' m  b iased  obviously by my S i e r r a  experience,  t h e  
only wi lde rnes s  is  a b i g  wilderness--one t h a t  I desc r ibed ,  a s  
I r e c a l l ,  a s  a t  l e a s t  150,000 a c r e s .  I n  f a c t ,  I used t h e  
s i m i l e  of a Boy Scout square ,  I t h i n k  I c a l l e d  i t ,  because i n  
my day i n  o r d e r  t o  become a f i r s t  c l a s s  Boy Scout you had t o  
walk twelve miles .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a sad 
commentary on our  modern s o c i e t y  because i t ' s  now reduced t o  
f i v e  mi l e s ,  and I ' m  t o l d  i t ' s  because you c a n ' t  g e t  an a d u l t  
scout  master t h a t  can walk twelve mi les .  But anyway, t h e  
wi lde rnes s  conferences have been g r e a t ,  bu t  now I guess  t h e y ' r e  
abandoned, a r e n ' t  they? 

I don ' t  know i f  t h e y ' r e  a c t u a l l y  abandoned, bu t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  a 
r e g u l a r  f e a t u r e .  

Y e s ,  they used t o  be every two years .  

I t ' s  no t  r e g u l a r ;  they a r e  he ld  j u s t  when somebody g e t s  i t  
toge the r .  

I t ' s  spo rad ic ,  yes .  Tha t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g ;  I t h i n k  t h e  reason  
they 've probably l o s t  oomph, i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  word, is because a 
l a r g e  p a r t  of t he  wi lde rnes s  b a t t l e s  have been won, a l though 
we're  s t i l l ,  as you know, working on RARE I1 [Roadless Area 
Review and Evalua t ion] .  But t h e s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  have come up: 
t h e  atomic, t h e  s o l i d  waste, t h e  p o l l u t i o n ,  t h e  a i r ,  water  and 
the  open space  problems, and s o  f o r t h .  

But t h e  poor o ld  packers--I c a l l  them t h a t  advisedly--soon 
l o s t  ou t .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  w e  had a packe r ' s  panel--I'm t a l k i n g  
of course  about  t h e  High S i e r r a  packers--for about  t h e  f i r s t  
t h r e e  conferences.  A f t e r  t h a t  w e  weren ' t  even i n v i t e d ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l  it. Our problems were so  mundane; they weren ' t  
i n t e r e s t i n g .  

But t h e  o r i g i n a l  i d e a  w a s  t o  h e l p  s o l v e  some of t h e  problems 
t h a t  t h e  packers  shared.  

Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was some t a l k ,  even f a i r l y  
r e c e n t l y ,  w i th  Brower and Leonard and o t h e r s  who s a i d ,  "At 
least every o t h e r  y e a r ,  l e t ' s  have a s o r t  of a working confer- 
ence." That has  taken form; t h e  S i e r r a  Club, as you probably 
know, they 've had these--they c a l l  them, i s  i t  TSI? Anyway, 
they have had va r ious  conferences ,  which I have n o t  attended-- 

I and E a r e  you th ink ing  o f?  Information and Education? 

Yes, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  i t .  These conferences,  I th ink ,  flowered-- 
o r  maybe t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  going--when I was i n  Sacramento. I j u s t  
d i d n ' t  have time t o  go t o  them, bu t  they  had t o  do wi th  such 



Livermore: t h i n g s  a s  camp use ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on l i v e s t o c k ,  t r a i l  s i gns ,  
permit  mechanics and a l l  t h i s  and t h a t .  That is s t i l l  going 
on. Now, a s  you w e l l  know, e n t r y  over a l o t  of t h e  major 
passes  is l imi t ed .  For i n s t ance ,  a t  Kearsarge Pass  now, I 
th ink ,  only f i f t y  people p e r  day a r e  allowed t o  go through. 

So i t ' s  j u s t  p a r t  of l i f e ' s  complexi t ies .  I t h i n k  i t  was 
i n  t h e  Fox book, t h a t  I had a mild shock when Rod Nash w a s  
quoted a s  say ing  t h a t  w e  should now have f i v e  c a t e g o r i e s  of 
wi lderness .  No, i t  w a s  i n ,  I th ink ,  t h e  Jou rna l  of Fo res t ry  
t h a t  I read  t h a t .  They 're  now t a l k i n g ,  maybe you've heard 
t h i s  phrase ,  about a no-rescue wi lderness .  I n t e r e s t i n g  thought.  

Lage : I ' v e  heard i t  r e f e r r e d  to .  

Livermore: And i t ' s  g e t t i n g  t o  be a problem. I was t a l k i n g  on our  F i sh  and 
Game pack t r i p  j u s t  l a s t  week, and one of t he  members was 
Brown's appointee.  He's chairman of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Water 
Commission and a member of t h e  Los Angeles F i r e  Commission o r  
whatever i t  is. Apparently t h e r e ' s  an off-road v e h i c l e  a r e a  
des igna ted  on Mount Alamo, i n  Southern C a l i f o r n i a .  He s a i d  
t h a t  every s i n g l e  weekend they have about t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s e r i o u s  
acc iden t s ,  s o  t h e y ' r e  j u s t  having t o  budget p r a c t i c a l l y  a f u l l -  
time h e l i c o p t e r  j u s t  t o  t ake  c a r e  of t h e s e  acc iden t s .  Well, 
of course ,  t hose  a r e  jeeps.  1t 's a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from hor ses  
and mules, b u t  i t  i s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  problem. 

So, g e t t i n g  back t o  your ques t ion  of t h e  wi lde rnes s  con- 
fe rences ,  they  have evolved i n t o  tremendous complexity. 

Lage : Right .  I t ' s  s o  t r u e .  

Livermore: I t h i n k  i t  w a s  '49 t h a t  I wrote  t h e  l e t t e r .  Wasn't t h a t  t he  
f i r s t  conference? 

Lage : Yes. 

Livermore: I t h i n k  my l e t t e r  must have been i n  t h e  sp r ing ,  then ,  of 1949. 

Lage : Well, I th ink  your l e t t e r  w a s  e a r l i e r ,  and i t  took a couple of 
y e a r s  t o  g e t  i t  toge the r .  

Livermore: Oh we l l ,  you've researched  t h i s  b e t t e r  than  I have ?-self. 
[ l a u g h t e r ]  

Lage : O.K., one l i t t l e  anecdote.  I t a lked  t o  Dick Leonard about our  
in te rv iew,  and he  s a i d  I should d e f i n i t e l y  ask you about  t h e  only  
man i n  t h e  navy t h a t  had a mule. 



Livermore: Only man i n  t h e  navy t h a t  had a mule; w e l l ,  h i s  memory i s  
f a i l i n g  him a l i t t l e  b i t .  What he  probably meant is--oh, now 
wai t  a second. 

Lage : H e  s a i d  on Cypress you had a-- 

Livermore: Oh, i n  S i c i l y .  Well, t h a t ' s  s o  amusing. No, I th ink  h e ' s  a 
l i t t l e  garb led .  Before I got  i n  t h e  navy--well, t h i s  i s  a 
t y p i c a l  s t o r y .  I t r i e d  very hard t o  g e t  i n  t h e  mountain t roops ,  
running mules, but  I w a s  th i r ty-one  y e a r s  o ld  then,  so I d i d  no t  
succeed i n  g e t t i n g  i n  t h e  mountain t roops.  I had a l o t  of 
correspondence about i t .  I was i n t e r e s t e d ,  of course ,  i n  t h e  
pack a r t i l l e r y .  H i s  memory may be b e t t e r  than  ours.  I had a 
f a s c i n a t i n g  experience i n  S i c i l y ,  when I t o r e  around wi th  a jeep ,  
but I don ' t  seem t o  remember a mule anywhere. 

Lage : I s n ' t  t h a t  funny, t h a t  was very v i v i d  i n  h i s  mind. 

Livermore: Packed a mule? The only t h i n g  he might have poss ib ly  thought 
of happened on l eave .  This  i s  one of my amusing experiences.  
When I w a s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  navy, but  I was on l eave ,  I took my w i f e  
on one of h e r  f i r s t  s o l o  pack t r i p s .  And we d i d  t a k e  a mule out  
of Mineral King, and t h e  two of u s  put  out  a f o r e s t  f i r e .  And I 
remember she  go t  a check f o r  t h e  government f o r  something l i k e  
$13.22 f o r  t h e  hours .  And s i n c e  I w a s  i n  t h e  navy they wouldn't 
g i v e  m e  a check, but  they s e n t  one t o  my wife.  I shouldn ' t  have 
cashed i t ;  I wish I ' d  framed i t .  Real ly ,  t h e r e  w a s  a f i re--a  
l i g h t n i n g  f i r e  t h a t  s t a r t e d  a t  Hockett Meadow. J u s t  a f t e r  w e  
had s e t  up camp, I looked a c r o s s  t h e  meadow and saw a l a r g e  
column of smoke. I t o r e  over  t h e r e  and put  a whole c i r c l e  around 
i t  and pu t  out  t h e  f i r e .  The ranger  came i n  t h e  next  day and 
sa id ,  "God, t h i s  i s  fabulous.  This  could have gone t o  a thousand 
ac res . "  He i n s i s t e d  on asking  about t h e  time I had put i n  on i t ,  
and, a s  I say,  s e n t  u s  a check. 

That wasn't  i n  connect ion wi th  navy d u t i e s .  I a l s o  t r i e d ,  
toward t h e  end of  my navy duty t o  ge t  i n t o  OSS [Of f i ce  of 
S t r a t e g i c  Se rv ices ] ,  unsuccessfu l ly ,  which used mules i n  Burma. 
And I remember c a l l i n g  on Dick and Bestor  Robinson. They were 
i n  Washington. I t h i n k  i t  may have been then  t h a t  we t a lked  
about mules, but  I don ' t  remember. 

Lage: Well, next  t i m e  you s e e  him, you can s t r a i g h t e n  i t  ou t  wi th  him! 

Livermore: Yes, I w i l l  because he might remember something t h a t  I don ' t .  



Experiences a s  a  Lumberman 

Lage : I thought a  b r i e f  rundown of your c a r e e r  would be h e l p f u l .  You 
mentioned you went i n t o  lumber i n  about '49, o r  w a s  i t  e a r l i e r ?  
Then g ive  a  b r i e f  rundown of what you d id  up u n t i l  '66. 

Livermore: Oh, w e l l  chronologica l ly ,  I d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h e  lumber bus iness  
u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  war. L e t ' s  s ee ,  t h e  Olympic Games were i n  '36 
and then '37 through P e a r l  Harbor was one of t h e  more a c t i v e  
t imes of my packing ca ree r .  Then I w a s  i n  the  navy from '42 
through '45. Well, I was i n  t h e  army f o r  a  while.  I was i n  t h e  
army and t h e  navy simultaneously.  I ' m  probably one of t h e  few 
people t h a t  d id  t h a t ,  s o r t  of a c c i d e n t a l l y .  

Then i n  '46 is  when I combined t h e  pack t r a i n s ,  and I had 
a dua l  ca ree r .  I knew I wanted t o  go i n t o  t h e  lumber bus iness ,  
and I had a sawmill on t h e  ranch dur ing  '46, '47, '48, r i g h t  up 
through '51, s i x  y e a r s  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  ranch o r  i n  Cloverdale.  

Lage : Now t h i s  was t h e  sawmill opera t ion ,  and you d i d  packing on t h e  
s i d e ?  

Livermore: Yes, I d id  a  crazy th ing .  I was logging i n  t h e  win te r ,  which i s  
wrong and packing i n  summer, which i s  r i g h i .  But anyway, I 
did-- 

Lage : Was t h i s  working f o r  your se l f ?  

Livermore: Yes, I was working f o r  myself,  '46, '47, and '48 wi th  my sawmill 
and packing. And then  '49, '50, '51  and '52 I w a s  i n  a  pa r tne r -  
sh ip  i n  Cloverdale.  I so ld  my sawmill, having run ou t  of t imber 
a t  t h e  ranch, cou ldn ' t  g e t  more. Then I went i n t o  t h e  remanu- 
f a c t u r i n g  bus iness ,  so  my main occupat ion then was i n  lumbering. 
We had a dry k i l n ;  we had a  remanufacturing p l a n t .  Two of us ,  
i t  was a  pa r tne r sh ip ,  a  smal l  company. I moved t o  Cloverdale 
i n  '48. Forty-nine is when I res igned from t h e  c lub ,  but  I 
s t i l l  used t o  go t o  t h e  wi lderness  conferences. So I was t h e r e  
b a s i c a l l y  '49 and '50 and '51. 

And then  i n  e a r l y  '52, I accepted t h i s  job wi th  P a c i f i c  
Lumber Company, which came up through Stanford  [Univers i ty]  
r a t h e r  s t r ange ly  and unexpectedly. And t h a t ' s  when, w i th  much 
trauma, I l e f t  my l i t t l e  bus iness  i n  Cloverdale.  It w a s  r e a l l y  
a  very  happy, bucol ic  ex i s t ence  t h e r e ,  but  I j u s t  decided t h i s  
w a s  too  good an oppor tuni ty  t o  pass  up. It was p a r t l y  t h a t  we 
had t h e  four  c h i l d r e n  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  and we thought t h e  schools  
were b e t t e r  he re  [ i n  t h e  Bay Area]. Also my f a t h e r  was aging 
q u i t e  a  b i t ,  and it w a s  j u s t  comforting t o  him t o  have me down 
c l o s e r  here .  They l ived  i n  Ross. 



Lage: So t h a t ' s  when you moved t o  San Rafae l?  

Livermore: Tha t ' s  when we moved he re ,  and then I worked f i f t e e n  y e a r s  f o r  
t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber Company. 

Lage : You were t r e a s u r e r ?  

Livermore: Yes, I was f i r s t  a s s i s t a n t  t r e a s u r e r  and ended up a s  t r e a s u r e r .  
I was on t h e  so-cal led execu t ive  committee, and I was b a s i c a l l y  
very happy t h e r e  f o r  f i f t e e n  years .  U n t i l  t h e  bombshell h i t ,  
and I went t o  Sacramento. 

Lage : And t h a t  was a  desk job ,  t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber Company? 

Livermore: Yes, more than  I would have l i k e d .  It t i e s  i n  w i th  my f i n a n c e  
and accounting exper ience ,  yes.  I go t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  q u i t e  a  
b i t .  One of my most p l e a s a n t  j obs  was running t h e  timber 
c o n t r a c t  a t  Butano, back of Santa  Cruz. I spent  an  average of 
maybe f o u r  days a  month i n  Sco t i a .  Yes, i t  was p r e t t y  much of 
a  desk job. I was no t  a f o r e s t e r  o r  a logge r ;  I w a s  a f inance  
man. 

Lage : And w a s  t h i s  hard? You r e a l l y  seemed t o  s t a r t  ou t  on a  d i f f e r e n t  
course  than  one might expec t ,  u n t i l  you took t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber 
Company job. 

Livermore: You meaning going w i t h  P a c i f i c  was a d i f f e r e n t  course  than  I 
might have? 

Lage : No, your e a r l i e r  c a r e e r  w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  course  from what someone 
might expect  of you. You'd r e a l l y  carved o u t  a  l i f e  t h a t  f i t  
your i n t e r e s t s .  

Livermore: Oh, I s e e  what you mean. Well, t h e  change was pu re ly  economic. 
Packing i s  j u s t  a  very marginal  bus iness .  A s  I say,  I t r i e d  
p u b l i c  accounting,  and I decided t h a t  I d id  n o t  l i k e  i t  enough 
t o  want t o  t ake  a  CPA. I mean t h a t ' s  even more bookish, r e a l l y ,  
than  what I d id  wi th  P a c i f i c  Lumber. It was a  major d isappoin t -  
ment t o  me, bu t  I j u s t  had t o  accept  i t .  A good p a r t  of t h e  
reason w a s  because of t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club bus ines s  
and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  packing was h igh ly  seasonable.  I never d id  
want t o  l i v e  i n  Lone Pine ,  and my educa t ion  w a s  b a s i c a l l y  
bus iness .  And then  I had t h i s  tremendous p u l l ,  you see, t h e  
family ranch,  which I s t i l l  have, and where I had t h e  sawmill  
f o r  two o r  t h r e e  yea r s .  I t ' s  where you might say I c u t  my 
e y e t e e t h  i n  t h e  bus ines s ,  b u t  w e  have a  l i m i t e d  amount of t imber 
a t  t h e  ranch. I n  o rde r  t o  prosper  i n  t h e  sawmill  bus ines s ,  I 
would have needed a  much b igge r  body of t imber.  So I very 
smar t ly  l e f t  t h a t ,  and then  when we were process ing ,  i t  was a  
d i f f e r e n t  b a l l  game. 



Lage : What's t h e  processing? 

Livermore: You t ake  green lumber and dry i t  and s u r f a c e  i t  and then  grade 
i t ,  s e l l  it and sh ip  i t .  There a r e n ' t  t oo  many of those  p l a n t s  
now, but  t h e r e  were a f a i r  number i n  those  days. We had t h e  
only dry k i l n  between Eureka and San Franc isco ,  s o  we d id  very 
we l l  f o r  f o u r  yea r s .  I perhaps would s t i l l  be  t h e r e  i f  it 
hadn ' t  been f o r  t h e  oppor tun i ty  w i th  P a c i f i c .  

So, I guess  t h e r e  i s  an anomaly. I n  f a c t ,  I remember one 
of t h e  c l i p s  I have somewhere s t i l l ,  when I went t o  Sacramento, 
t h a t  s a i d ,  "This man is a walking con t r ad ic t ion .  How can he  
be a lumberman and a d i r e c t o r  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club?" Well, as 
I ' v e  sometimes s a i d ,  I became a d i r e c t o r  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 
you might s ay ,  through t h e  back door.  I w a s  n o t  a noted n a t u r e  
l o v e r ,  o r  a rock cl imber .  I was a packer--a "mule man. l1 

It t i e s  a l i t t l e  b i t  w i t h  what we were say ing  e a r l i e r ,  
about my mother and f a t h e r ,  because I s e e  both  s i d e s  of so  many 
of t h e s e  ques t ions .  So I was not  unhappy. I n  f a c t ,  I w a s  very 
happy w i t h  P a c i f i c  Lumber Company. During t h a t  t ime I w a s  n o t  
completely i n a c t i v e  environmental ly  o r  conservation-wise. 
F i r s t  of a l l ,  I went i n  off- t ime t o  t h e  wi lde rnes s  conferences.  
I wrote  a couple  of a r t i c l e s  dur ing  t h a t  per iod.* Then I was 
q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  an o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  c a l l e d  t h e  
Redwood Region Conservation Council .  You may have heard of 
t h i s .  Th i s  i s  a kind of-- there 's  no s e c r e t s  about i t - - indus t ry  
supported e f f o r t  t o  promulgate good p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  i n  terms 
of u t i l i z a t i o n .  

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  one of t h e  t h i n g s  i n  my f i l e  i s  q u i t e  
i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t r i e d  very hard  t o  promote a th ing .  It w a s  
l o c a l l y  known as t h e  "Livermore S t r i p .  l1 Th i s  predated t h e  
redwood park.  My i d e a  w a s  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  lumber companies 
t o  v o l u n t a r i l y  not  c u t ,  c l e a r c u t ,  a long t h e  highways. It w a s  
given q u i t e  a l o t  of thought ,  bu t  i t  was voted down. I n  o t h e r  
words I d i d n ' t  succeed i n  p u t t i n g  over  my idea .  We pleaded 
wi th  arc at^ Redwood n o t  t o  c l e a r c u t  r i g h t  a long t h e  highway. 
We f e l t  they were f o o l i s h ,  t h a t  i t  would lead--which i t  d id ,  
t o  t h e  redwood park  bus iness .  

Lage : So they were forewarned? 

Livermore: Oh d e f i n i t e l y ,  a l o t  of us  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  warned them. The 
cynics  say ,  and I guess  t h i s  won't ever  come ou t  u n t i l  somebody 
d i e s ,  b u t  some of t h e  cyn ic s  say Arcata  c u t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  because 
they knew t h a t  they could g e t  t h i s  huge d o l l a r  s e t t l emen t .  

*See Appendix C.  



Lage : That ' s  a l o t  of f o r e s i g h t .  

Livermore: I j u s t  c a l l e d  Washington--as you know I ' m  giving t h i s  l i t t l e ,  
b r i e f  t a l k  on t h e  eleventh--and one of t h e  th ings  I thought I 
might--I haven' t  decided y e t  what t o  say--but one of t h e  th ings  
t h a t  s t i l l  f a s c i n a t e s  m e  is  the  c o s t  of t h e  Redwood National  
Park. It looks a s  though i t ' s  going t o  be almost a b i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s .  In  f a c t ,  j u s t  i n  t h e  paper t h i s  morning I c u t  t h i s  
out  about Arcata Redwood. 

[ reading]  "Arcata t akes  s t e p s  t o  go p r i v a t e  and sa id . .  . 
ho lde r s  would r ece ive  two-thirds of any money paid t o  the  
company a s  p a r t  of any f u t u r e  se t t lement  wi th  t h e  US Government." 
That was '78. Now, I 've  got  another  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Bancroft 
f i l e ;  they s t i l l  haven' t  s e t t l e d  t h e  '68 th ing!  

Lage : So they 've made ou t  p r e t t y  w e l l  f i n a n c i a l l y ?  

Livermore: Y e s ,  I was going t o  say  ( I  c a n ' t  prove i t  and would c e r t a i n l y  
not  want t o  be quoted; we may e d i t  i t )  t h e r e  was t h e  thought 
t h a t  t h i s  might have been done d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  knowing t h a t  i t  
would cause t h i s  f u r o r  and t h a t  they would have t o  be bought 
out .  I don ' t  know, I just-- 

Lage : I t ' s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  idea. 

Livermore: Yes, i t ' s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  thought.  They claimed t h a t  i t  was t h e  
wind throw. You s e e  t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber s t i l l  has an e x c e l l e n t  
r epu ta t ion ;  they l o g  s e l e c t i v e l y .  They a l s o ,  s t a r t i n g  wi th  t h e  
Bul l  Creek Flat--a s a l e  t o  Rockefeller--they withheld c u t t i n g  
from a reas  they knew were s e n s i t i v e .  Tha t ' s  one th ing  on which 
I was very comfortable with t h e  company. They a r e  a very f i n e  
o u t f i t .  They d id  n o t  f l a u n t  c u t t i n g  i n  a way t h a t  would impinge 
on t h e  scen ic  va lue  of t h e  redwood highway. And they got along 
w e l l  with Newton Drury, f o r  in s t ance .  

Lage : Was t h a t  a philosophy they had be fo re  you went t o  them, o r  d i d  
you have any?-- 

Livermore: I th ink  so. I don ' t  know how much in f luence  I had. Contrary 
t o  what some people th ink ,  I d id  no t  have a l a r g e  i n t e r e s t  i n  
the  company. It was a very small  one which I gradual ly  
accumulated. The Murphy family dominated t h e  company, and 
they were c e r t a i n l y  not  S i e r r a  Club types. On t h e  o the r  hand, 
they were f a i r  and r e a l i s t i c ,  and p rac t i ced  very good f o r e s t r y .  
I t h i n k  I helped somewhat i n  my a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  Redwood Region 
Conservation Council and j u s t  t a l k i n g  i n  top management c i r c l e s .  



Livermore: W e  f e l t  t h a t  i t  was j u s t  smart not  t o  do what Arcata  had done 
because we (we being P a c i f i c )  hadn ' t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d e s i r e  t o  
sell  out  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  W e  wanted t o  keep going. 

The o l d e r  Murphys a r e  a l l  dead now. That is ,  t h e  f a t h e r  
and son t h a t  I worked f o r  and wi th  a r e  both dead. The company's 
run  by t h e  younger genera t ion .  I understand t h e r e  i s  one 
Murphy i n  t h e  company now. But t h e  company has  changed now, a s  
so  many of them do. I t ' s  only about one-third lumber, and t h e  
rest i s  i n d u s t r i a l  products .  

Lage : D i v e r s i f i e d .  Did your r o l e  a s  a lumber company execu t ive  
change any of your a t t i t u d e s  toward conserva t ion  ques t ions  o r  
d i d  i t  p r e t t y  much f i t  i n t o  what your e a r l i e r  b e l i e f s  were? 

Livermore: No, I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  d id .  A s  I say  I tended, wi th  some qua l i -  
f i c a t i o n s ,  t o  l e a n  somewhat toward t h e  Fores t  Serv ice  philosophy 
of u t i l i z a t i o n .  I always f e l t ,  and s t i l l  do, based on o u r .  
ranch,  i f  y o u ' r e  bus ines s  o r i e n t e d  you c a n ' t  have massive v i s t a s  
and not  u s e  them. Tha t ' s  one of my thoughts  on t h e  redwood 
park. No, I w a s  never  uncomfortable.  

I can remember one s i d e  i s s u e  I w a s  involved wi th ,  and 
t h a t  w a s  P o i n t  Reyes. That w a s  when I got i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
p o l i t i c s .  One reason I ended up i n  Sacramento, I ' m  su re ,  i s  
t h a t  I w a s  q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  Republican p o l i t i c s ,  and a l l  t h i s  
Po in t  Reyes th ing  w a s  coming up. This ,  of course,  w a s  on i n  
about t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s  o r  e a r l y  s i x t i e s .  I f e l t ,  and s t i l l  
f e e l ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  t h e  Redwood park.  I n  f a c t ,  
[George] Hartzog, t h e  head of t h e  Park Serv ice ,  t r i e d  t o  p u t  
over t h e  i d e a  of t h e  p u b l i c  t ak ing  a l l  t h e  coas t  bu t  l eav ing  
some of t h e  ranchers  ope ra t ing  wi th  an easement, a conserva t ion  
easement. 

The thread  of conserva t ion  was, I ' d  s ay ,  s t r o n g  through a l l  
my y e a r s  a t  P a c i f i c  Lumber Company. I w a s  n o t  uncomfortable 
wi th  i t .  

Anecdotes on Club Outings and Leaders## 

[ T ~ t e r v i e w  2: October 12, 1981.1 

Lage : Today's October 12, 1981. A t  t h e  end of t h e  l a s t  i n t e rv i ew,  
you were r e c a l l i n g  t h a t  you d id  have some anecdotes  about 
S i e r r a  Club l e a d e r s  of t h e  f o r t i e s  and t h e  ou t ings .  And you 
mentioned t h e  rock climbing-mule cont roversy .  And then,  of 



Lage : course ,  yes t e rday  a t  t h e  meeting a t  t h e  Bancroft  L ib ra ry ,  you 
had a  chance t o  s e e  Dick Leonard and: Dave Brower. I wonder i f  
a l l  of t h i s  has  brought anyth ing  t o  your  mind where you might 
be a b l e  t o  charac te r ize- -  

Livermore: Well, I c e r t a i n l y  do. On t h e  many h igh  t r i p s  I w a s  on, w e  w e r e  
always having f r i e n d l y  arguments, mainly about  t h e  campsi tes  
because i n  n o t  a l l  ca ses ,  b u t  i n  many cases ,  when t h e  op t ion  
w a s  where t o  camp, of course ,  I w a s  j u s t  a n  employee. Dick 
Leonard w a s  t h e  l e a d e r ,  and Dave w a s  s o r t  of a s s i s t a n t ,  and 
they wanted t o  g e t  as c l o s e  t o  t h e  c l i f f s  a s  they  could,  which 
o f t e n  r e s u l t e d  i n  very h igh  a l t i t u d e  camps where t h e  g r a s s  w a s  
s p a r s e  and where t h e  wrangl ing was tough. But on a broader  
s c a l e  I always f e l t ,  and s t i l l  f e e l ,  t h a t  t hose  g r e a t  l e a d e r s  
weren ' t  f u l l y  i n  tune  w i t h  John Muir. By t h a t  I mean t h a t  
they seemed t o  be  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  rock climbing-or pu t  i t  
t h i s  way, t h e r e  weren ' t  many camp f i r e  programs d e a l i n g  w i t h  
f lowers  o r  meadows o r  t r e e s .  

A s  an a s i d e ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  is  something q u i t e  amusing t h a t  
I ' v e  thought of s i n c e  our las t  t a l k .  Of course ,  w e  a l l  read a 
l o t  of s t u f f  about  [ I n t e r i o r ]  Sec re t a ry  Watt, who's anathema t o  
a l o t  of people.  He i s  quoted as r e a c t i n g  t o  c r i t i c i s m  of him 
by Ansel Adams, who i s  a l s o ,  of course,  a g r e a t  and good f r i e n d .  
Watt s a i d  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  "That doesn ' t  bo the r  me a b i t .  
Ansel Adams neve r  took a p i c t u r e  of a person i n  h i s  l i f e . "  
And t h a t  r e a l l y  rang a b e l l  w i t h  m e  because i t ' s  t r u e  a l s o  of 
Cedric  Wright. This ,  of course ,  is a b i a s .  I f e l t ,  why don ' t  
they t a k e  a few p i c t u r e s  of t h e  mules o r  t h e  packers  o r  t h e  
meadows o r  t h e  f lowers ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  i t  w a s  t h e  rocks.  A 
t y p i c a l  packer  express ion ,  of course ,  on cl imbing t h e  peak is, 
"Why i n  h e l l  would I want t o  go up t h e r e ?  I haven ' t  l o s t  
anything on top  of t h a t  mountain!" 

Lage : A s  you t e l l  t h e  s t o r y ,  t h e r e  seems t o  be a t i e - i n  between t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t  i n  rock cl imbing and maybe t h e i r  p o i n t  of view towards 
conserva t ion  o r  even towards l i f e  i n  gene ra l .  

Livermore: No, I t h i n k  they  were a s  ded ica t ed  as I l i k e  t o  t h i n k  I a m  f o r  
wi lderness ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a d i f f e r e n c e  of o r i e n t a t i o n .  

Lage : Less people-oriented,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

Livermore: Yes, somewhat. O l ive r  Kehr le in ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  who i s  a l s o  of 
t h a t  genera t ion  on t h e  ou t ing  committee, was I ' d  say ,  much 
more people-oriented than  e i t h e r  Dave o r  Dick o r  I, f o r  t h a t  
mat te r .  He w a s  a t  h i s  very b e s t  in campfire shenanigans, you 
might say ,  and of course  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  base  camp t r i p s .  
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Livermore : 

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  have you go t  some copies  of those  base  camp 
r e p o r t s  he  pu t  o u t ?  

I b e l i e v e  t h e  Bancroft  does.  

Y e s ,  because t h e y ' r e  r e a l l y  f a s c i n a t i n g .  And t h a t  was another  
squabble,  i f  you want t o  c a l l  i t  t h a t ,  because h e  pu t  ou t  Chese 
t r i p  "albums," which w e r e  q u i t e  o r n a t e  wi thout  t h e  approval  of 
t h e  ou t ing  committee. There was a c e r t a i n  amount of envy 
because he  w a s  so  cha r i sma t i c ,  and t h e  base  camp t r i p s ,  which 
w e r e  spawned of course  by t h e  high t r i p  and which, I th ink ,  
l a s t e d  only about  t e n  y e a r s ,  were very  popular  and q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t .  

But t h e r e  was some l i t t l e  b i t  of resentment? 

Yes, t h e r e  was a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  h igh  t r i p  was - t h e  t r i p .  A s  
I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  second t r i p  h i s t o r i c a l l y  w a s  t h e  bur ro  t r i p ,  
which both  Leonard and Bestor  Robinson, Dave Brower and o t h e r s  
spawned, and then  t h e  base  camp came along. There was a com- 
p e t i t i v e n e s s ,  l e t ' s  pu t  i t  t h a t  way. There w a s  a f e e l i n g  too ,  
a l i t t l e  t i n y  b i t  l i k e  t h e  t r o u b l e  t h a t  Dave Brower got  i n t o  
l a t e r  on t h e  expendi tures ,  about  p u t t i n g  o u t  t h i s  fancy book. 
But a s  I r e c a l l  i t  too ,  and I have t o  s e a r c h  more r eco rds  than  
I have r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  embarrassing t h i n g  was t h a t  t h e  
base  camp t r i p  used t o  make more money than  t h e  h igh  t r i p .  
There was more margin i n  i t  because t h e r e  was l e s s  expense t o  
i t .  And t h e  volume--I d o n ' t  know, I th ink  Ol ive r  go t  up t o  
a s  h igh  a s  two hundred t o  two hundred and f i f t y  people.  

Actua l ly ,  they do s t i l l  have base  camp t r i p s .  They ' re  
continuing-- 

But very much sma l l e r ,  I th ink .  

Right.  

Yes, I should have s a i d  t h a t .  I th ink  t h e y ' r e  limiter: t o  what, 
f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  people,  and Kehrlein had, I th ink ,  a s  h igh  a s  
two hundred and f i f t y  people.  

Oh, he  d i d ?  I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  they were t h a t  huge. 

Oh yes ,  i t  was very big.  I never  went on a base  camp t r i p  
because I loved t h e  mules, and I l i k e d  t h e  moving t r i p s .  And 
you c o u l d n ' t  be everywhere. But I helped him on some of t h e  
packing arrangements a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  and s o  f o r t h .  



Lage: Th i s  might be hard t o  answer, bu t  I ' v e  heard many people  say how 
you loved t h e  mules, and you say  you loved t h e  mules. Can you 
say what i t  was about t h e  mules o r  t h e  whole exper ience  t h a t  
w a s  s o  en t ranc ing?  

Livermore: Oh yes ,  very d e f i n i t e l y .  I guess  i t  was spawned p a r t l y  from my 
e a r l y  ranch experience,  p a r t l y  from t h e  Thacher Schoo1;partly 
from t h e  uniqueness  of t h e  packers ,  p a r t l y  from my mule r e p o r t ,  
p a r t l y  from a summer I spen t  on a b i g  Texas ranch. I guess  
you might say i t s  a p a r t l y  cowboy a t t i t u d e ,  a s  I t h i n k  I t o l d  
you i n  our  l a s t  t a l k  when I t o l d  you about my g e t t i n g  a job 
f i r s t  a s  a packer .  And mules a r e  simply unique. I n  f a c t ,  
t h e r e ' s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  quote  i n  t h e  Fox book, very f a s c i n a t i n g  
t o  me of course ,  quot ing  t h e  demise of t h e  mule, which of 
course  I am a p a r t y  t o .  We a l l  a r e  now. I remember a quote,  
I t h i n k  i t  was on t h e  f i f t i e t h  anniversary  of t h e  c lub ,  by some 
well-known person  t h a t  escapes  me r i g h t  a t  t h e  moment, who gave 
a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  mules, and s a i d  i n  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  mules taught  
more t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Clubbers  t han  a l l  t h e  mountain exper iences  
d id .  

So a mule is i n t e r e s t i n g .  One of my proudes t  possess ions  
is something which I hope t o  r e s e a r c h  next  summer. I have a 
c l i p  t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  a donkey i n  England, and of course  a mule 
is a hybrid between t h e  h o r s e  and t h e  donkey. And t h i s  donkey 
l i v e d  t o  be  e ighty-s ix  y e a r s  o ld ,  i n  a l i t t l e  town i n  England. 
Th i s  was a c l i p p i n g  i n  t h e  New York Times t h a t  w a s  s e n t  t o  me 
by someone. 

Mules a r e  f a s c i n a t i n g .  I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  k ind  of comical.  
They're smart; t h e y ' r e  very  long-lived. Thei r  f e e t  a r e  tougher  
than horses .  They g e t  by on l e s s  feed ,  and t h e y ' r e  j u s t  
i n t e r e s t i n g .  Hyphenated wi th  t h a t  were t h e  packers  t h a t  went 
wi th  them. They ' r e  l ong  gone, b u t  of course  many of t h e  packers  
I had known--which go back t o  A l l i e  Robinson's day--were p r e t t y  
rough and tough and f u l l  of c h a r a c t e r .  

Lage : Tha t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I n  t h e  t:lk [Livermore's speech t o  t h e  
F r i ends  of t h e  Bancroft  L ib ra ry ]  yes t e rday ,  one t h i n g  t h a t  
s t r u c k  me was somthing Dave Brower s a i d .  I mean t h i s  i s  a 
theme t h a t  he  sounds aga in  and aga in ,  bu t  i t  w a s  h igh l igh ted  
i n  t h a t  d i scuss ion  you had w i t h  him about t h e  condors.  H e  has  
a sense  t h a t  n a t u r e  i s  r e a l l y  b e t t e r  o f f  wi thout  man's i n t e r -  
fe rence .  Is t h a t  an a t t i t u d e  t h a t  you would ag ree  w i t h  o r  how 
would you respond t o  t h a t ?  

Livermore: I ' d  say t h a t  pr imeval  n a t u r e  is. I n  many of t h e  very moving 
t e s t imon ies  we had on t h e  condor,  i t  was a l l  harkening back t o  
t h e  good o l d  days. Lord knows I f e e l  t h a t ,  and I t h i n k  one 
of t h e  most f a s c i n a t i n g  p e r i o d s  of history--and a good p a r t  



Livemore :  of my reading--has been about t h e  days of Jed Smith and t h e  
t r a p p e r s  fol lowing him, t h e  wide open spaces,  t h e  country 
teeming wi th  game. So I th ink  t h a t  a t t i t u d e  i s  understandable 
but  n o t  r e a l i s t i c .  A s  t h a t  passage you may r e c a l l  I read 
yes t e rday  from t h e  Po in t  Reyes Bird Observatory s a i d ,  "Man 
has  g o t t e n  many of t h e s e  wi ld  animals i n t o  t h e  p i c k l e  t h e y ' r e  
i n ,  and i t  behooves him t o  he lp  them p u l l  ou t  of it." So I 
don ' t  t h i n k  Dave i s  r e a l i s t i c  on t h a t .  

And a s  I s a i d  a l s o  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  of t h e  condor, 
i f  t h e  300,000 a c r e  Sespe-Fraser Wilderness  i s  ac t ed  on by 
Congress--which is very  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  impossible  p o l i t i -  
cal ly- then I would be  more r e c e p t i v e  t o  h i s  f e e l i n g s .  

Lage : And you favor  t h a t  wi lderness?  

Livermore: Very, I very s t r o n g l y  favor  i t .  I n  f a c t ,  I can g i v e  you, when 
we t a l k  nex t  t i m e ,  one of t h e  most amusing l e t t e r s  t h a t  I j u s t  
r ece ived  from a man who's w r i t t e n  t o  Sherman Chickering--an 
o l d  f r i e n d  of mine on t h e  F i sh  and Game Commission--just w i ld ly  
c a s t i g a t i n g  me f o r  favor ing  t h e  Sespe-Fraser Wilderness.  So 
t h e r e  a r e  two s i d e s  t o  a l l  t h e s e  ques t ions .  

Lage : T h a t ' s  r i g h t ;  t h e r e  s u r e  a r e .  Would you be a b l e  t o  charac te r -  
ize- - th i s  i s  hard t o  do ou t  of t h e  blue--character ize Brower 
and Leonard a s  young men i n  t h e  f o r t i e s ?  

Livermore: Very e a s i l y ,  yes ,  they  s t i l l  a r e  young t o  me. Of t h e  two, 
Leonard was t h e  l e a d e r ,  at  l e a s t  from my p o i n t  of view. H e  
w a s  head of t h e  ou t ing  committee. Brower was always a t  h i s  
elbow, and we had many, many meetings i n  Leonard's house-- 
Doris  and Dick Leonard. 

One of my problems, i f  you might c a l l  it a problem, w a s  
t h a t  n o t  being a rock  climber--although I was very  f r i e n d l y  
wi th  them and s t i l l  am--the S i e r r a  Club w a s  n o t  as b i g  a p a r t  
of my s o c i a l  l i f e  as i t  was t h e i r s .  I had t h e  f e e l i n g ,  a t  
l e a s t  i n t h o s e  days,  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club was r e a l l y  t h e i r  
whole l i v e s ,  bu t  I had a l o t  of o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s .  Packing w a s  
my b ig  a b e r r a t i o n ,  i f  you want t o  c a l l  i t  t h a t .  The mind 
meeting we  had had t o  do wi th  t h e  mechanics of t h e  h igh  t r i p s  
and, a l s o ,  I ' d  say an equa l ly  f e r v e n t  f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  wilder-  
ness .  But a s  I say ,  mine was more mules an2 g r a s s  and people,  
and t h e i r  was--a l i t t l e  more--climbing. I r e s p e c t  t'he 
cl imbers  very much. Obviously i t ' s  a t h r i l l i n g  s p o r t ,  bu t  I 
j u s t  never  l o s t  anything up t h e r e  on those  high peaks. 

Lage: Did they work w e l l  t oge the r?  



Livennore: I would say  so ,  yes .  I c a n ' t  remember any i n s t a n c e  a t  any 
t i m e  t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  work toge the r .  I know t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  war, 
it seems t o  m e ,  Dave l e d  s e v e r a l  h igh  t r i p s .  I don ' t  r e a l l y  
remember whether they  t r aded  back and f o r t h  o r  what, b u t  dur ing  
a l l  t h e  y e a r s  I was on t h e  c lub  board of d i r e c t o r s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  
i t ,  Dick was chairman of t h e  ou t ing  committee, which was my 
main a c t i v i t y  of course.  Dave was on i t  b u t  n o t  t h e  head of i t .  

Lage : I n  t h e  y e a r s  fol lowing t h e  w a r ,  t h e  impression I got  is  t h a t  
Dave came back from t h e  war w i th  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of z e a l  f o r  t h e  
environment. Did you p i c k  t h a t  up a t  t h e  t ime? 

Livermore: Y e s ,  a l though immediately a f t e r  t h e  w a r  I was s t a r t i n g  a young 
fami ly ,  and I l i v e d  f o r  s i x  o r  seven y e a r s  i n  Napa and Sonoma 
Counties .  So, except  f o r  t h e  wi lde rnes s  conferences,  pa r t i cu -  
l a r l y  a f t e r  I res igned  from t h e  board which w a s  i n  '49, I d i d n ' t  
see them t h a t  much. I t h i n k  what happened was, yes ,  h e  had 
more z e a l ,  and a l s o  h e  had t h e  t i m e .  Dick, of course ,  was a  
very s u c c e s s f u l  a t t o rney .  Dave worked f o r  t h e  UC [Univers i ty  
of C a l i f o r n i a ]  Press .  When I knew him I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  was 
engaged on a fu l l - t ime  b a s i s  by t h e  board u n t i l  '48 or-- 

Lage : '52. 

Livermore: Was it t h a t  l a t e ?  There was a  marvelous person named Vi rg in i a  
Ferguson. You've doub t l e s s  heard  of her .  She w a s  t h e  Dave 
Brower of h e r  day, and of cou r se  she  was r e a l l y  j u s t  a  s o r t  
of a  super -secre ta ry .  She knew everyone, kep t  a l l  t h e  minutes ,  
and she  was a  very calm, d e l i g h t f u l  ga l .  Dave's e v o l u t i o n  
i n t o  fu l l - t ime  w a s  dur ing  a  per iod  when I wasn ' t  i n  t h a t  c l o s e  
touch wi th  him. 



I11 THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REDWOOD PARK 

Appointment a s  Resource Sec re t a ry  

Lage : Well, why don ' t  we move on now, and t u r n  t o  t h e  pe r iod  [1967- 
19741 of your appointment a s  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Resources f o r  
C a l i f o r n i a .  Tha t ' s  a b i g  jump. 

Livermore: Well, i t  was. It was a bombshell t o  me. I ' l l  never f o r g e t  i t .  

Lage : Can you t e l l  u s  how it  came about?  

Livermore: I always a t t r i b u t e d  i t  t o  perhaps t h r e e  f a c t o r s .  One, I was 
q u i t e  a c t i v e  a s  a Republican. I was f inance  chairman f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  congress iona l  d i s t r i c t  f o r  s e v e r a l  campaigns. I went 
through a l o t  of educa t ion ,  enthusiasm and l a t e r ,  f r ank ly ,  
boredom. So I had t h a t  s t r i n g  i n  my bow, you might say.  I 
was asked e a r l y  on i n  Reagan's run  f o r  governor t o  be a c t i v e  i n  
t h a t  campaign, bu t  I re fused .  I f e l t  t h a t  I ' d  s o r t  of sho t  my 
wad. I was n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t a t e  p o l i t i c s ,  pe r  s e .  

The o t h e r  s t r i n g ,  of course ,  was t h e  S i e r r a  Club theme. 
And t h e  t h i r d  one was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was employed by a redwood 
company, P a c i f i c  Redwood Company. So t h e r e  was perhaps an 
unusual  combinat ion .  

Lage: But you h a d n ' t b e e n  a c t i v e  a s  an adv i so r  t o  Reagan? 

Livermore: No, I had n o t  a t  a l l .  I d i d n ' t  know him a t  a l l .  And, of 
course,  I d o n ' t  know who they  approached be fo re  me. Some day 
I may know. I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  burning 
i s s u e  was t h e  redwoods. So I guess  it seemed l o g i c a l  t o  
approach m e ,  someone who had--you might say--a f o o t  i n  both  
camps . 



Livermore: But i t  was a complete bombshell t o  me.  I made t h e  dec i s ion  
r a t h e r  quickly over  a period of about a week o r  t en  days. 
And I always remember, when I f i r s t  m e t  t h e  then governor, 
p r i v a t e l y  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  a few minutes, t he  f i r s t  t h ing  he 
s a i d  w a s ,  "You know, I d id  no t  say ,  'When you've seen one, 
you've seen them a l l . " '  H e  was very emphatic about t h a t .  

One th ing  l e d  t o  another .  When I f i r s t  l e f t  my p o s i t i o n  
with P a c i f i c  Lumber I thought I ' d  be t h e r e  maybe only a couple 
of years .  But i t  w a s  s o  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and I ended up by s t ay ing  
e i g h t  years .  

Lage: Before you were se l ec ted  w a s  t h e r e  any kind of in terv iewing 
t o  f i n d  out  your p o i n t s  of view o v e r a l l ?  

Livermore: Y e s ,  I had two interviews.  I remember them very w e l l .  One w a s  
w i th  a man named Tom Reed, who was then very a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y .  
H e  was chairman of t h e  Reagan f o r  Governor Northern C a l i f o r n i a  
campaign. H e  l i v e d  r i g h t  he re  i n  Marin County, and he ' s  t h e  
one who c a l l e d  m e .  I remember i t  very w e l l .  It was, I th ink ,  
j u s t  a f t e r  Christmas i n  '66. 

I then went up t o  Sacramento, about a week o r  two l a t e r .  
There I was interviewed by him and a man named P h i l  B a t t a g l i a ,  
who was l a t e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  months, t o  us2 t h e  modern s lang,  
Reagan's Ed Meese, I guess. He was h i s  right-hand man. I 
remember one th ing  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v iv id ly .  They d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  
m e  very much, f i v e  o r  t e n  minutes perhaps. There w e r e  some 
o t h e r s  p resen t .  I don ' t  remember who o the r  than those  two, 
but t h e  pene t ra t ing  ques t ion  t h a t  B a t t a g l i a  asked m e  about was, 
"What do you know about water?" And I s a i d ,  "Nothing." L i t t l e  
d id  I know how soon I would be plunged i n t o  water  problems, but  
t h a t  was t r u e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I was ob l iv ious .  I remember I 
s a i d  r a t h e r  lamely, ' V e l l ,  my f a t h e r  was a well-known hydraul ic  
engineer ,  and so a l l  I know about water  i s  what I heard him 
say about t h e  e a r l y  days i n  t h e  High S i e r r a . "  

Then i t  was about a week a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h a t  I was c a l l e d  by 
Tom Reed who s a i d ,  "The job '  s yours i f  you want i t .  " So I, 
with cons iderable  trauma, decided. I remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  
Don Clausen, who is t h e  congressman I r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  
was an o ld  f r i end .  H e  happened t o  be h e r e  about t h a t  t i m e ,  and 
we s a t  r i g h t  where you ' r e  s i t t i n g  now, and he t r i e d  t o  t a l k  m e  
out of t ak ing  it. H e  s a i d ,  "I t h i n k  i t  would be t h e  g r e a t e s t  
mistake of your l i f e .  Boy, t h i s  i s  a mighty d i f f e r e n t  world 
from what you ' re used to .  " 

Lage : But what d i d  h e  think?-- 



Livermore: H e  j u s t  thought t h e r e ' d  be a  l o t  of trauma. I t ' s  very d i f f e r e n t ,  
a s  you ' r e  r ead ing  now, t h e  bus ines s  world from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
world . 

But al though I was very happy w i t h  t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber 
Company, I f e l t  t h i s  was a  cha l lenging  th ing  t o  do. I made 
cons iderable  f i n a n c i a l  s a c r i f i c e ,  bu t  I ta lked  t o  my wife ,  and 
i t  j u s t  appealed t o  me.  So I l e f t  t h e  company, having been 
wi th  them f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  and went t o  Sacramento. 

Lage : You don ' t  r e c a l l  any ques t ions  about your p o i n t  of view on t h e  
redwoods o r  p o i n t  of view i n  gene ra l  towards government? 

Livermore: No, n o t  a  b i t .  I t ' s  kind of amusing. I remember v i v i d l y ,  of 
course,  my f i r s t  i n t e rv i ew wi th  Reagan, and t h i s  l e a d s  i n t o  t h e  
redwood park.  I had been q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  redwood contro- 
versy from t h e  i n d u s t r y  p o i n t  of view, t r y i n g  t o  temper t h ings .  
I don ' t  remember w r i t i n g  any a r t i c l e s ,  bu t  I remember g iv ing  a  
few t a l k s .  Th i s  build-up on t h e  redwoods s t a r t e d  i n  about ,  
oh I guess t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s .  And I remember s e v e r a l  of u s ,  
inc luding  young Stan  Murphy, p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  P a c i f i c  [Lumber 
Company] and myself ,  pleaded wi th  t h e  Arcata  Redwood Company 
no t  t o  c l e a r c u t  a long  t h e  highways. We thought i t  w a s  a  very 
f o o l i s h  t h i n g  t o  do. I t h i n k  I may have mentioned t h a t  i n  ou r  
f i r s t  t a l k .  But they d i d ,  f o r  reasons  t h a t  were t h e i r  own. 

I n  our  f i r s t  p u b l i c  appearance w i t h  Reagan, which was my 
f i r s t  TV exposure, h i s  then  conclus ion  was t o  accept  Don 
Clausen 's  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  redwood park-- 

Lage : It w a s  dur ing  a  TV in te rv iew? 

Livermore: Yes, I t h i n k  i t  was on TV. I t h i n k  i t  was i n  Sacramento. It 
was a  p r e s s  conference--and I s t i l l  have t h e  verba t im on this--  
when t h e  governor introduced me t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  
f o r  Resources. 

Lage: I see. But you hadn ' t  had a  chance t o  discuss-- 

Livermore: No, t h e  only t h i n g  I ' d  had a  chance t o  d i s c u s s  w a s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he s a i d ,  "I d i d  - n o t  say 'Then you've seen  one, you've seen 
them a l l . ' . "  It turned ou t  l a t e r  h e  s a i d  something q u i t e  c l o s e  
t o  t h a t .  

The p o i n t  of t h e  immediate s t o r y  is t h a t  some of t h e  
r e p o r t e r s ,  s a i d ,  speaking t o  m e ,  "Do you ag ree  wi th  Governor 
Reagan, t h a t  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  Redwood park i s s u e  i s  Don 
Clausen ' s  so lu t ion?"  I s a i d  yes ,  a s  I r e c a l l  it. Then t h e  
governor,  wi th  h i s  g r e a t  sense  of humor, s a i d ,  "Well, I w a s  



Livermore: s t epp ing  on I k e ' s  f o o t  when he s a i d  tha t . ' '  Because I had 
t a l k e d  enough t o  him t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  I wasn ' t  very happy wi th  
Don Clausen ' s  s o l u t i o n .  

Land Exchanges: A aa rga in ing  Tool 

Livermore: A s  t h e  b a l l  game unraveled,  I was completely unhappy with Don 
Clausen ' s  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  redwood park.  Because, good f r i e n d  
t h a t  he  is, h i s  s o l u t i o n  was b a s i c a l l y  j u s t  t o  t u r n  over t h e  
s t a t e  parks  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  government. And I knew, any conser- 
v a t i o n i s t  knew, and i t  l a t e r  turned o u t  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  
knew, t h a t  t h e  b i g  f i g h t  was t o  p re se rve  more redwoods. And 
of course  t h e  s t a t e  parks  were a l r eady  preserved .  So t h e  f i r s t  
year  I w a s  i n  Sacramento I must have spent  perhaps ha l f  o r  even 
more of my t i m e  j u s t  on t h e  redwoods, g radua l ly  persuading t h e  
governor and h i s  cab ine t  t o  come more t o  [Senator  Thomas] 
Kuchel 's  p o s i t i o n ,  which w a s  aga in  p o l i t i c a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  because 
Kuchel 's  a very l i b e r a l  Republican and, of course,  Reagan was 
a very conse rva t ive  one. 

Of course  my o ld  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y  were no t  
very happy wi th  my p o s i t i o n .  I t r i e d  t o  h i t  a middle ground as 
I f r e q u e n t l y  do, and wi th  some d i f f i c u l t y  I th ink  we succeeded. 
That l e d  t o  t h e  1968 l e g i s l a t i o n .  

I could t a l k  a l l  t h e  rest of t h e  morning on t h e  redwood 
park,  t h e  i n f i g h t i n g ,  t h e  misunderstanding and t h e  redwood 
purchase u n i t ,  t h e  companies involved,  t h e  t r i p s  t o  Washington. 
It seems t o  m e  I had about twenty c a b i n e t i s s u e s  on t h e  Redwood 
Nat iona l  Park. Molly S turges  [ a t  t h e  Hoover I n s t i t u t e ]  has  
them. Very i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Lage : I ' d  l i k e  you t o  expand on t h e  redwood pa rk  controversy.  When 
you came i n t o  o f f i c e  d i d  you have an idea?  

Livermore: Oh, I had many ideas ,  and perhaps t h e  f i r s t  i d e a  I had is kind 
of f a s c i n a t i n g .  I was presented  wi th  t h e  maps of t h e  a r e a .  
Of course,  I knew t h e  a r e a  i n t i m a t e l y ,  having been i n  t h e  
bus iness ,  a l though I d i d n ' t  know t h e  no r the rn  r e g l d - a s  w e l l .  
The P a c i f i c  Lumber hold ings  were a l l  i n  Humboldt County a t  t h e  
southern  end, more o r  l e s s ,  of t h e  choice  redwood d i s t r i c t .  
A l o t  of t h e  argument w a s  up n o r t h  of Eureka. But t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g  I d iscovered  was t h a t  t h e  maps of t h e  va r ious  proposed 
pa rks  d i d n ' t  even inc lude  t h e  redwood purchase u n i t .  And t h i s  



Livermore: was owned by t h e  Fores t  Serv ice .  That,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  was 
about e igh teen  thousand a c r e s  of very prime, p u b l i c l y  owned, 
redwood land r i g h t  up i n  t h a t  a rea .  

So, I s a i d  immediately, "Why cou ldn ' t  t h i s  be p a r t  of t h e  
b a l l  game? " And I was t o l d ,  "Oh God no, you can ' t do t h a t .  
That  belongs t o  t h e  Fores t  Serv ice .  You're c razy  t o  even t a l k  
about i t .  I' W e l l ,  I kept  t a l k i n g  about i t ,  and they  f i n a l l y  got  
i t  on t h e  maps, and t h e  S i e r r a  Club f i n a l l y  agreed wi th  me, and 
i t  was p a r t  of t h e  barga in ing .  - 

Lage : Who f i r s t  s a i d ,  "No, you c a n ' t  do tha t "?  Was t h a t  s e v e r a l  
people? 

Livermore: I don ' t  remember any i n d i v i d u a l s  say ing  i t .  It was j u s t  
sacrosanc t  because i t  belonged t o  t h e  Fores t  Service.  Therefore  
i t  was n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t r a d e .  Of course,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h e r e  is 
a very f i e r c e  one because no f e d e r a l  agency l i k e s  t o  t r a d e  land 
o r  g ive  i t  up, l e a s t  of a l l  t h e  Fo res t  Se rv i ce  t o  t h e  Park 
Service.  T h i s  is  what happened i n  t h e  Kings River  Canyon, which 
w a s  a b i g  p a r t  of t h a t  f i g h t .  The Fores t  Se rv i ce  f i e r c e l y  
r e s i s t e d  much of t h e  Kings Canyon land going i n t o  Sequoia- 
Kings park.  Th i s  w a s  a  major s t r u g g l e ,  you might say. 

Jumping ahead a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  one of my most f a s c i n a t i n g  
exper iences ,  a s  w e  came down t h e  s t r e t c h  i n  t h i s ,  was see ing  
Stewart  Udal l  and [ O r v i l l e ]  Freeman, who were r e s p e c t i v e  cab ine t  
s e c r e t a r i e s  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  Johnson, arguing a g a i n s t  each o t h e r  
i n  f r o n t  of [Wayne] A s p i n a l l ' s  committee. Tha t ' s  one t h i n g  t h a t  
we never  d i d  i n  Reagan's c a b i n e t ,  and they s t i l l  don ' t  do. You 
can argue  p r i v a t e l y  but  n o t  pub l i c ly .  

So t h a t  w a s  one b i g  t h i n g  I d iscovered ,  and we, you might 
say ,  won on t h a t .  

Lage : So t h i s  would mean t h a t  t h e  companies could,  i n  e f f e c t ,  g e t  land 
i n  exchange-- 

Livermore: Yes, i t  was meant, i n  e f f e c t ,  t o  g i v e  t h e  purchase unit--which 
w a s  done--to t h e  p r i v a t e  lumber companies i n  p a r t  payment f o r  
t h e i r  t u r n i n g  loose  t h e i r  o t h e r  land.  I n  o t h e r  words, i t  
helped. I haven ' t  s een  t h e  a r i t h m e t i c  on i t .  I n  f a c t ,  I ' m  a  
l i t t l e  annoyed. Before our  t a l k  y e s t e r d a y , h ~  c a l l e d  [ I n t e r i o r  
Sec re t a ry ]  Wat t ' s  o f f i c e .  I c a l l e d  Ray Arnet t  i n  Washington, 
and I asked i f  they could send m e  an update  on t h e  double cost-- 
by t h a t  I mean '68 and '78--of t h e  Redwood Nat iona l  Park,  bu t  
I h a v e n ' t  go t t en  i t  y e t .  I t h i n k  probably t h e  reason  i s  t h a t  
i t ' s  j u s t  h o r r i b l y  complicated. And i t ' s  s t i l l  going on, you 
know, a f t e r  t h i r t e e n  yea r s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they 've  s t i l l  paid 
completely f o r  t h e  f i r s t  b i g  pa rk  add i t i on .  

*Refers t o  speech t o  Fr iends  of t h e  Bancroft  L ib ra ry .  See ap- 
pendix D. 



Livermore: But what I d i d  b a s i c a l l y  was t o  g e t  up a  series of p roposa l s ,  
and t h e y ' r e  a l l ,  I ' m  su re ,  i n  Molly S tu rges '  r eco rds .  I n  
f a c t ,  I have a  l o t  of them here .  I got  t h e  Reagan cab ine t  t o  
ag ree  on a  set of p r i n c i p l e s .  The timber i n d u s t r y ,  of course,  
r e s i s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  very l a s t ,  bu t  p o l i t i c a l l y  they  j u s t  had t o  
g i v e  in-as they  l a t e r  d id  i n  '78. On t h e  ques t ion  of cab ine t  
persuas ion ,  i t  w a s  f r a n k l y  my good f r i e n d  Don Clausen who was 
a  b i g  p a r t  of t h e  problem because he kep t  i n s i s t i n g  on t h i s  
11 giveaway" so lu t ion .  I remember v i v i d l y  a  meeting i n  San Jose .  
It seems t o  me Mike McCloskey w a s  t h e  chairman, and I ' d  have 
t o  check my records ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  a  s tuden t  group. Anyway, 
they  had a  t y p i c a l  pane l ,  and they  were a rguing  about  t h e  park. 
Don Clausen was on t h e  p la t form,  s o  they asked him t o  o u t l i n e  
h i s  pa rk  proposal .  We had a  map which had, you know, t h e  s t a t e  
parks  and a l l  t h i s  o t h e r  land.  So he came wi th  a  crayon,  and 
when he f i n i s h e d  h i s  l i n e  around t h e  a r e a ,  why t h e  whole 
audience broke i n t o  boos and huzzahs because t h e r e  w a s  some b u t  
not enough new redwood land.  

Lage : He d i d n ' t  add enough redwoods t o  s a t i s fy - -  

Livermore : New redwoods, yes.  

Lage : Were you unpopular wi th  t h e  redwood lumber companies f o r  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  more redwoods should go i n t o  t h e  park? 

Livermore: Oh, I t h i n k  d e f i n i t e l y  yes.  They d i d n ' t  want one a c r e  t o  go i n ,  
s o  i t  was j u s t  l i k e  t h e  l a t e r  f i g h t s  on t h e  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s .  
I l o s t  a l o t  of f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  I f e l t  t h a t  i n  my 
p o s i t i o n  a s  a  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t ,  I could do no o t h e r .  I d i d  t r y  
t o  work o u t  compromises, and I r e sen ted  and s t i l l  r e s e n t  t h e  
language used--as I t h i n k  I touched on yesterday--when people 
say t h a t  f o r e s t  product  companies a r e  bad c i t i z e n s .  I t h i n k  
they 've  been g u i l t y  of caus ing  va r ious  s c e n i c  and e r o s i o n  
problems, b u t  I r e p e a t ,  i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  o i l  companies. A s  
long a s  we want paper  and lumber and f u r n i t u r e ,  we need t o  u s e  
wood. 

That was one th ing .  Another was an  a t tempt ,  which w a s  no t  
s u c c e s s f u l ,  t o  i nc lude  a f a c t o r  of i n  l i e u  t axes ,  which I 
t h i n k  f i n a l l y  d id  p r e v a i l  i n  1978. Another p rov i s ion  I remember 
I -- 

Lage : I thought  t h e  i n  l i e u  taxes a l s o  p reva i l ed  i n  '68, d id  they  not?  

Livermore: No, I don ' t  t h i n k  so ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  

Lage: Was t h a t  an i d e a  t h a t  you presented?  



Livermore: Very d e f i n i t e l y ,  yes .  And we t r i e d  t o  promulgate i t ,  but  i t  
d i d n ' t  f l y  i n  Congress. One of t h e  problems wi th  both t h e  
purchase u n i t  and t h e  i n  l i e u  t a x e s  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  were so  few 
precedents  f o r  them. There w a s  precedent  i n ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  
Teton Nat iona l  Park of i n  l i e u  t axes ,  bu t  t h e  park  people 
b i t t e r l y  r e s e n t  t h a t .  They j u s t  don ' t  l i k e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e .  
There l a t e r  h a s  been some evo lu t ion  on t h a t ,  I be l i eve .  

Again speaking of Don Clausen, I t h i n k  h e  w a s  one of t h e  
l e a d e r s  i n  promulgating i n  l i e u  t axes ,  which a r e  now paid t o  
a degree  by a l l  f e d e r a l  l ands .  I n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t ,  I th ink ,  
25 pe rcen t  of t h e  r e c e i p t s  go t o  l o c a l  coun t i e s ,  bu t  t h a t  is 
l e s s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  than  t h e  comparable t axes  would be i f  t h e  
land were p r i v a t e .  

So t h a t  was one b i g  th ing ,  and t h e  o t h e r  b i g  t h i n g  w a s  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  state parks  should - n o t  be given t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  
government. And of cou r se  on t h a t  w e  had a l o t  of fun ,  and 
Reagan soon agreed w i t h  m e ,  and much of t h e  p r e s s  d i d .  W e  
agreed t h a t  i f  t h e  f e d e r a l  government wants t o  t a k e  over t h e s e  
t h r e e  s t a t e  parks  they should g i v e  t h e  s t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  
something e l s e .  The prime o b j e c t i v e  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  marines '  
camp i n  southern  C a l i f o r n i a ,  which is-- 

Lage : Camp Pendleton? 

Livermore: Camp Pendleton,  which is, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty 
mi l e s  of a b s o l u t e l y  superb beach. They use  t h a t  f o r  amphibious 
t r a i n i n g ,  and most people f e l t  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  need a l l  t h a t  
much. J u s t  a s  we l e f t  Sacramento t h e r e  w a s  a l e a s i n g  arrange- 
ment made on i t .  We had a package--I s t i l l  have i t  somewhere-- 
of a l l  k inds  of f e d e r a l  goodies  t o  b e  exchanged f o r  t h e s e  
redwood s t a t e  parks.  

Lage : I saw some l ists and a record  of t h e  correspondence, down a t  
t h e  Hoover I n s t i t u t e .  

Livermore: I remember c a l l i n g  on t h e  a s s i s t a n t  s e c r e t a r y  gf Defense-- 
deputy s e c r e t a r y ,  I guess--Dave Packard, who's a good pe r sona l  
f r i e n d ,  and showing him t h i s  l ist .  It w a s  so  complicated, and 
it even l e d  i n t o  t h e  Minaret  f i g h t  because one of t h e  sugges t ions  
I made w a s  t h a t  t h e  Devil 's  P o s t p i l e  Nat iona l  Monument be given 
t o  t h e  s t a t e .  And Congressman [B.F.]  S i sk ,  oh, he  r e a l l y  h i t  
t h e  roof on t h a t  because i t  w a s  such an obvious ploy of mine 
t o  block t h a t  [Minaret Summit] road. 

Lage : So you go t  a good package toge the r  then?  

Livermore: Well, we had an  e x c e l l e n t  package, and-- 



Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Another one w a s  Muir Woods. Was t h a t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  i d e a  o r  was 
it t h e  f e d e r a l  government?-- 

I don ' t  remember. There w a s  a l o t  of a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  Tamalpais 
region.  I t h i n k  Muir Woods w a s  i n  one package. Again t h a t  
was kind of semantic  because i t  w a s  p ro t ec t ed  anyway. But I 
don ' t  r e a l l y  remember. I t h i n k ,  as I r e c a l l ,  i t  w a s  and i s  
a n a t i o n a l  monument. 

That i d e a  of land exchanging t o  t h e  s t a t e s  w a s  a new one, wasn ' t  
i t ?  

I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  w a s .  No, I t h i n k  i t ' s  o ld  b u t  exceedingly 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  execute.  The new s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  Watt, 
is c o n s t a n t l y  t a l k i n g  about  t h a t ,  and t h a t ' s  one t h i n g  I 
thoroughly agree  w i t h  him on. I t h i n k  t h e  whole redwood park-- 
i n  f a c t  both '68 and '78--could have been solved by land  
exchanges. But they a r e  d i f f i c u l t .  I t ' s  f a r  e a s i e r  t o  sock 
t h e  taxpayer  and buy something than  i t  i s  t o  exchange i t ,  par- 
t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t  invo lves  a three-way exchange. No, I don ' t  
t h i n k  i t ' s  new, and I have no t i ced  t h e  most i n t e r e s t h g  quote.  

I w a s  hoping yes t e rday  [ a t  t h e  Bancroft  L ib ra ry  speech] 
someone would a sk  me about  Watt. No one d i d ,  b u t  i f  they had 
I r e a l l y  had a l o t  of ammunition. And one of t h e  ch i e f  ones 
w a s  a quote from Governor S c o t t  Matheson of Utah, who's main 
theme i s  t h e s e  land  exchanges. He i s  very s impat ico  wi th  W a t t  
on [ land  exchanges] ; Watt i s  keen f o r  them. I t h i n k  some of 
our  land p a t t e r n s  a r e  j u s t  as phony as a t h r e e  d o l l a r  b i l l .  
I mentioned Butano S t a t e  Park yes t e rday  and t h e  i l l o g i c a l  
l i n e s  t h a t  a r e  a r e s u l t  of choosing land  based on townships 
and s e c t i o n s ,  which i s  completely unders tandable  car tographi -  
cal ly-- i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  proper  word--but i l l o g i c a l  physiographi- 
c a l l y  . 
It appeared t h a t  t h e  land exchange idea- -s ta te  pa rks  f o r  f e d e r a l  
lands--didn't  work ou t  too  we l l .  

It d i d n ' t  work o u t  a t  a l l .  

The f e d s  r e a l l y  r e s i s t e d  t h a t .  

Well, t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  worked ou t  w a s  t h e  redwood purchase 
u n i t .  It w a s  r e s i s t e d  because i t  w a s  precedent  s e t t i n g ,  and 
on t h a t  t h e  conserva t ion  groups were s p l i t  r i g h t  down t h e  
middle. The Nat iona l  W i l d l i f e  Fede ra t ion ,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  and 
t h e  American F o r e s t r y  Assoc ia t ion  were a g a i n s t  my idea--very 
much so ,  because of t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t  Serv ice .  



Livermore: The S i e r r a  Club, t h e  Wilderness Socie ty  and o t h e r s  favored i t .  
I t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  me--I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' l l  l i v e  long enough t o  
s e e  i t - -but  you know t h e  Redwood Nat iona l  Park now i s  a 
hyphenated park.  The l i n e  t h a t  is drawn around t h e  so-cal led 
n a t i o n a l  park inc ludes  t h r e e  s t a t e  parks .  

Lage : And they 've  never  reso lved  t h a t ?  

Livermore: They've never  reso lved  t h a t ,  and my view is  t h a t  u n l e s s  they 
work ou t  an exchange i t  won't  happen. I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  Huey 
Johnson, my successor  now i n  Sacramento, ag rees  w i th  m e  on t h i s  
But you can s e e  t h e r e  i s n ' t  t h a t  much oomph behind i t  now 
because t h e  s t a t e  pa rks  a r e  open t o  t h e  p u b l i c  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  
f e d e r a l .  It always kind of annoyed me. I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  one of 
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we r a n  i n t o ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t  ( t h i s  might be  
changed now) bu t  t h e  f e d e r a l  ranger  s a l a r y  s c a l e s  were about 
50 pe rcen t  h igher  than  t h e  s t a t e  park r ange r s ,  and t h e  s t a t e  
park  r ange r s  always s a i d  t h a t  they were much b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  
than  t h e  f e d s ,  and I t h i n k  they probably were. So t h e r e ' s  a 
l o t  of fea therbedding  up t h e r e .  

Another important  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  exchange p o s s i b i l i t y ,  
which may k i l l  i t  i n d e f i n i t e l y ,  of course,  is t h e  Save-the- 
Redwoods League. A g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  redwoods have been saved 
thanks t o  t h e  fund r a i s i n g  of t h a t  g r e a t  o rgan iza t ion ,  t h e  Save- 
the-Redwoods League, and they  have many of t h e s e  memorial groves. 
I ' m  no t  an a t t o r n e y ,  b u t  they  have a l l  t h e s e  k inds  of t r u s t s ,  
so  I b e l i e v e  c e r t a i n l y  moral ly  and p o l i t i c a l T y ,  i f  n o t  l e g a l l y ,  
f o r  an exchange t o  t a k e  p l ace ,  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League 
would have t o  s i g n  o f f  on i t ,  and I ' m  no t  a t  a l l  s u r e  they 
would. I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  proud of t h e  s t a t e  pa rks ,  and they 
would no t  be  h e l p f u l  i n  an  exchange. 

I ' v e  had a few f r i e n d l y  b a t t l e s  w i t h  them, too .  I w a s  
amused later on--this w a s  i n  '78--while P re s iden t  Ford was i n  
o f f i c e ,  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League w a s  happy f o r ,  I t h i n k ,  
about  a twenty thousand a c r e  expansion [of t h e  Eedwood Nat iona l  
Park] .  Th i s  was t h e  a d d i t i o n  proposed. But a s  soon a s  Ca r t e r  
got  i n ,  which i s  anybody's p r i v i l e g e ,  h e  plumped f o r  about 
s i x t y  thousand a c r e s ,  s o  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League immediately 
changed t h e i r  views. I have some correspondence on t h i s .  I 
s a i d ,  ''You know I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  q u i t e  r i g h t ;  i f  you ag ree  
t o  twenty thousand a c r e s  i n  October ~ i h y  wasn ' t  i t  s t i l l  good 
i n  November?" Anyway, t h a t ' s  I guess  understandable p o l i t i c a l l y .  

Lage : Was t h e  Mineral  King Road p a r t  of your t rade-off  system? 



Livermore: Well, I t h i n k  you asked m e  t h a t  before .  The Mineral  King Road 
was a  b i g  p a r t  of our  l a t e r  d i scuss ions .  You s e e ,  t h e  t r o u b l e  
w i th  t h e  Mineral King Road is  t h a t  i t  goes through a  p o r t i o n  
of Sequoia Park g e t t i n g  t o  Mineral  King, and t h e r e ' s  some 
Gigantea on i t .  I t ' s  a  very b e a u t i f u l ,  s m a l l  grove. I ' d  have 
t o  check my reco rds  on t h a t  t o  answer t h a t  ques t ion  accu ra t e ly .  
We had so  many l i s t s  t h a t  i t  was, I must admit,  confusing.  

Lage : The l ists  I saw s o r t  of catalogued t h e  l e t t e r s  back and f o r t h  
between t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  f e d e r a l  government. It looked a s  i f  
t h e  s t a t e  hadn ' t  pu t  t h a t  Mineral  King Road on t h e  l ist ,  t h a t  
t h e  f e d e r a l  government had pu t  it on, t h a t  perhaps,  I n t e r i o r ' s  
permission f o r  a  road would be one of t h e  t rade-of fs .  

Livermore: Well, you ' re  r i n g i n g  a  b e l l  now. I t h i n k  maybe t h a t  Udal l  a t  
one po in t  thought t h a t  might g e t  him o f f  t h e  hook. He f i n a l l y  
caved i n ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  on A t w e l l ' s  M i l l .  Mineral  King had 
an equa l ly  f a s c i n a t i n g  h i s t o r y .  Having run  pack t r a i n s  o u t  of 
t h e r e  f o r  t e n  y e a r s ,  I could a l s o  t a l k  a l l  morning about 
Mineral King. 

Lage : T h a t ' s  next .  

Livermore: Oh, I see .  Anyway, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  t r a d e  l ists ,  and we 
jimmied them around a  l i t t l e  b i t .  One, as I 'mentioned, was t h e  
D e v i l ' s  P o s t p i l e .  One, a s  you say ,  may have been Mineral King. 
Then t h e r e  was an a r e a  t h a t  B i l l  Mott, d i r e c t o r  of Parks  and 
Recrea t ion ,  was most anxious t o  g e t ,  and t h a t  was i n  t h e  lower 
Colorado area .  There ' s  a  bad checkerboard the re .  There ' s  a  
name, k ind  of a  Spanish name; i t  escapes  me a t  t h e  moment, no t  
f a r  below Needles. There were l a r g e  p a r c e l s ,  bu t  t h e  plum, 
t h e  p r i z e  was Camp Pendleton.  A s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  w e  d i d  f i n a l l y  
end up due t o  t h i s  p re s su re  w i t h  a  s o r t  of a  l e a s e  on i t ,  which 
I suppose s t i l l  e x i s t s .  But i t  was a  f a s c i n a t i n g  package. 

Lage : What w a s  B i l l  Mot t ' s  r o l e  i n  t h i s  whole redwood pa rk  i s s u e ?  

Livermore: Of course,  he  wasn ' t  i n  on t h e  cab ine t  d i scuss ions ,  bu t  h e  was 
b a s i c a l l y  h e l p f u l .  

Lage : Did h e  agree  wi th  you?-- 

Livermore: W e l l ,  h e  was very h e l p f u l  i n  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  s t a t e  parks .  H e  
n a t u r a l l y  was very proud of them. I remember a t  one po in t  we 
had kind of an  amusing meeting w i t h  B i l l  and one of h i s  ch ief  
park  people.  I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them t o  say which pa rk  they 
p r e f e r r e d ,  P r a i r i e  Creek ve r sus  Jed Smith. I remember t h i s  
f e l l o w  p u t t i n g  h i s  hands behind h i s  back, and I asked him, I 
s a i d ,  "Now which would you p r e f e r ? "  And t h e  g i s t  of i t  w a s  



Livermore: t h a t  they were a dead h e a t .  I th ink  they  w e r e .  Most people  
t h i n k  t h a t  Jed Smith i s  t h e  most s u p e r l a t i v e ,  and I was t r y i n g  
t o  s e e  which they 'd  r a t h e r  l o s e .  

Lage : They'd r a t h e r  r e t a i n  o r  r a t h e r  l o s e ?  

Livermore: Well,  s i x  of one, h a l f  dozen of t h e  o the r .  Which would they 
l e a s t  r a t h e r  g ive  up. 

The Controversy over  Redwood Creek 

Livermore: P r a i r i e  Creek versus  J ed  Smith parks involved a major s t r u g g l e .  
T h i s  was w r i t t e n  up, I th ink ,  by Susan Schrepfer  i n  Fo res t  
History* as Kuchel ve r sus  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. I may have t h i s  
backwards, bu t  t h e  b i g  s t r u g g l e . f o r  a long time w a s  t h e  Save- 
the-Redwoods League ve r sus  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. They w e r e  no t  a t  
a l l  en thus i a s t i c - the  Save-the-Redwoods League--about Redwood 
Creek. And I remember dea r  Newton Drury say ing ,  "That Redwood 
Creek, t h a t ' s  a joke. It looks  l i k e  t h e  B a t t l e  of Verdun," 
a f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  of course.  H i s  f e e l i n g  w a s ,  and a l o t  of 
people f e l t  t h i s  (and I w a s  i n c l i n e d  t o  ag ree  w i t h  him), t h a t  
Redwood Creek w a s  n o t  t h a t  s u p e r l a t i v e .  It w a s  l a r g e l y  cu tover .  
And what they  wanted, and s t i l l  want--it shows i n  t h e  last  Save- 
the-Redwoods repor t - - i s  M i l l  Creek. But M i l l  Creek w a s  r e a l l y  
t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  backlog f o r  t h e  Rel l im Lumber Company, which 
w a s  t h e  b igges t  employer i n  D e l  Norte County. They had very 
good l o b b y i s t s ,  and they  were v i o l e n t l y  a g a i n s t  t ak ing  over 
M i l l  Creek. And t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  s t i l l  e x i s t s .  

Lage : What p o s i t i o n  d id  you t ake  on t h a t ?  Didn ' t  you come out  f o r  
t h e  Redwood Creek? 

Livermore: Well,  t h i s  was very d i f f i c u l t .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t - -again I could 
check through t h e s e  c a b i n e t  i s sues- the  f i r s t  o b s t a c l e  I had 
was persuading Governor Reagan and t h e  cab ine t  t h a t  Kuchel was 
on t h e  r i g h t  t r ack .  And they ha ted  t h a t  because Kuchel was-- 
w e l l ,  he  w a s  l a t e r  defea ted .  He w a s  a very l i b e r a l  Republican. 
He was s o r t  of l i k e  Udal l ,  being a Democrat. I mean h e  was a 
good c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  from t h e  S i e r r a  Club p o i n t  of view. Then, 
a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  having plumped f o r  t h a t ,  t h e  pressure--aiued 

*See Susan Schrepfer ,  "Conf l ic t  i n  P re se rva t ion , "  J o u r n a l  of 
Fo res t  His tory  24 (1980) : 60-76. . 



Livermore: and abe t t ed  by my good f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club-for Redwood 
Creek kept  mounting. I must say r e a l i s t i c a l l y  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
w e  deserve  t h a t  much c r e d i t  f o r  t h i s  any more than  Nixon and 
Ford d i d  f o r  what I mentioned yes t e rday ,  i n  pas s ing  a l l  t h e s e  
l a w s .  It w a s  j u s t  good p o l i t i c a l  p re s su re .  So t h a t ' s  what 
ended up i n  t h e  hybr id ,  you might say,  some land  i n  t h e  Redwood 
Creek and some s o r t  of up on t h e  s k i r t s  of M i l l  Creek. 

Lage : So your f e e l i n g  t h a t  Redwood Creek needed t o  be  included w a s ,  
i n  p a r t ,  j u s t  p o l i t i c a l ? - -  

Livermore: No, I w a s  never  t h a t  e n t h u s i a s t i c  about  Redwood Creek. I s t i l l  
am not .  I n  an a r t i c l e  I wrote  i n  American F o r e s t s  ("An Open 
L e t t e r  t o  Andrus,'' J u l y  1977) I poin ted  ou t  t h a t  a l o t  of t h e  
s l o p e s  of Redwood c reek  are n o t  pu re  redwood; they  con ta in  a  
l o t  of Douglas f i r .  To d i g r e s s ,  and I ' v e  s a i d  t h i s  p u b l i c l y ,  
I th ink  i t  borders  on t h e  u n e t h i c a l ,  t h e  f u l l  page ads  t h a t  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club took out  say ing  t h a t  t h e r e  were two m i l l i o n  a c r e s  
of redwoods. The two m i l l i o n  a c r e s  are redwood-fir, o ld  
growth f o r e s t s .  

Lage : Mixed f o r e s t .  

Livermore: Yes, mixed. The photographs are u n i v e r s a l l y  of t h e  grove-type 
redwoods, and those  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  on t h e  f l a t s ,  and they - are 
s u p e r l a t i v e .  Tha t ' s  where a l l  t h e  b e s t  redwoods a r e ,  on t h e  
f l a t s ,  b u t  no one even t o  t h i s  day, t o  my knowledge, has  taken 
t h e  t i m e  and t r o u b l e  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  grove-type redwoods 
acreage.  

Emanuel Fritz--you've probably heard of him. He was t h e r e  
yes t e rday ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y .  Dear o ld  Emanuel, d i d  you meet him? 

Lage : No, I d i d n ' t .  

Livermore: Oh, h e ' s  a  d e l i g h t f u l  o l d  gentleman. He's about  ninety-two. 
I haven ' t  seen  him f o r  a  long t i m e ,  b u t  he 's  a  f o r e s t e r .  This  
is  rambling, b u t  I t h i n k  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I n  t h e  Redwood Park  
fight--he w a s  a  much younger man then--but h e  coined t h e  phrase ,  
"Well, i n  t h i s  whole redwood park  f i g h t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club i s  t h e  
show hor se ,  bu t  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League is t h e  workhorse." 
And I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  an a p t  phrase.  Newton Drury never  antagonized 
t h e  timber i ndus t ry .  He s t u c k  t o  h i s  guns, and h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  



Livermore: purchase land  from a w i l l i n g  s e l l e r .  And i f  they weren ' t  w i l l i n g ,  
h e  k e p t  t ry ing .  They're  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  buy some of t h e  land 
(Big Lagoon) t h e  Louis iana-Pac i f ic  owns. They're  dying t o  g e t  
t h i s  l and ,  bu t  they c a n ' t  g e t  i t ,  and they won't t r y  t o  condemn 
i t .  So anyway, t h e  b a t t l e  evolved a s  between Redwood Creek and 
M i l l  Creek. And t h e  S i e r r a  Club w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  h o l l e r i n g  
Redwood Creek, and they p reva i l ed  t o  a degree,  as they d i d  aga in  
i n  '78. Th i s  i s  what I mentioned yes t e rday .  I th ink  t h e  c o s t  
i s  approaching a b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  and you j u s t  wonder. You 
j u s t  wonder i f  i t ' s  worth i t .  

Reagan Cabinet D e l i b e r a t i o n s  over t h e  Park 

Lage : Can you expand on your d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  t h e  c a b i n e t  t o  t r y  
t o  persuade them? 

Livermore: Y e s ,  Molly S turges  h a s  those.  I ' d  l o v e  t o  s e e  t h o s e  i s s u e s .  

This  [ r e f e r s  t o  document] is a recap of a l l  t h e  i s s u e s  
t h a t  I submit ted t o  t h e  Reagan cab ine t  over  t h e  eight-year  
per iod.  I ' m  looking now a t  t h e  yea r  1967, and I submit ted 145 
i s s u e s  of which s i x t e e n  were i n  t h e  pa rks  and r e c r e a t i o n  f i e l d ,  
which probably inc ludes  t h e  redwood park.  But more p e r t i n e n t  
t o  what w e  were t a l k i n g  about,  i n  196.8 I had only 104 i s s u e s  of 
which twenty-one were on t h e  redwood park. So t h e r e  were 
twenty-one c a b i n e t  i s s u e s  on t h e  Redwood Nat iona l  Park i n  1968. 

Lage : Does t h a t  mean twenty-one t imes i t  was d i scussed?  

Livermore: Twenty-one t imes i t  was d iscussed  i n  t h e  cab ine t .  Now, some of 
t hese ,  and I may have i t  h e r e  somewhere, some of them we had 
were what we c a l l e d  "decis ion" i s s u e s  and some were "information" 
i s s u e s .  The ho t  ones,  of course ,  were t h e  d e c i s i o n  i s s u e s .  I n  
pa rks  f o r  t h a t  yea r  I had e leven  d e c i s i o n  and fou r  information.  
But I n o t i c e  twenty-one under t h e  redwood park ,  s o  I have a 
c a t c h a l l  ca tegory  c a l l e d ,  "Resources, Agency and Miscel laneous,  I' 
s o  some of t h e  pa rk  ones might have been i n  t h a t .  Then of course ,  
a f t e r  '68 they dec l ined  t o  zero.  I n  t h e  book here--I guess  
s t a r t i n g  only i n  '69--I had t h e  a c t u a l  l i s t  of t h e  i s s u e s .  For 
i n s t ance ,  i n  '74, h e r e ' s  t h e  i s s u e  number, and i t  t e l l s  every- 
t h i n g  about i t - - t h e  cab ine t  a c t i v i t y .  Apparently,  t o  my 
disappointment ,  t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s  I d i d n ' t  do t h a t .  

Lage: T h a t ' s  too bad; t h a t  looks l i k e  a good source.  



Livermore: Yes, w e l l  I could p iece  together  some, but  I thought I could 
go r i g h t  t o  i t  and t e l l  you how many redwood i s s u e s  I had i n  
'67 and '68. But t h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  t h e  twenty-one i n  '68, 
and a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h a t  was t h e  h o t t e s t  period.  I have copies 
of my testimony, both i n  Washington and i n  Crescent City.  

I remember one q u i t e  dramatic  inc iden t  when I was caught 
of f  base. This  was a  hear ing  i n  Crescent Ci ty  presided over 
by [Wayne] Asptnal l ,  I t h i n k  i t  was. The hear ing  committee was 
t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  lumber i n t e r e s t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Biz Johnson, 
who was the  congressman i n  t h e  nor theas t  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e  and 
who was a l s o  very c lose ly  t i e d  wi th  t h e  lumber indus t ry  and was 
a l s o  a  f i n e  fel low. H e  was r ecen t ly  defeated.  H e  was 
cons tant ly  prodding t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  a s  was Don 
Clausen, understandably. But i n  t h e  pub l i c  hear ing ,  i t ' s  q u i t e  
easy of course t o  have prepared testimony, and I have copies  of 
this--but t h e  Q&A g e t  a  l i t t l e  b ig  ha i ry .  So t h e  chairman, I 
th ink  i t  was Aspinal l ,  s a i d  t o  me i n  s o r t  of a  l a r g e  crowd, h e  
s a i d ,  "Secretary Livermore, what i s  t h e  s t a t e  prepared t o  do?" 
This  involved a l l  t h e s e  hor se  t r a d e s .  And I, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  
I s a i d ,  "Well, M r .  Chairman, w e ' l l  do anything you want us  t o  
do. " 

To backtrack a l i t t l e  b i t ,  Johnson was on t h e  committee 
(and he may have asked t h e  ques t ion ) ,  and he  of course wanted 

m e  t o  say t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  would donate t h e  parks.  I d e f i n i t e l y  
d id  not  want t h a t .  We'd discussed t h a t  i n  t h e  cab ine t ,  but  I 
was caught a  l i t t l e  o f f  base. But t h e  po in t  of t h e  s t o r y ,  
which amused m e ,  i s  I th ink  I went up t o  t h e  chairman a f t e r -  
wards o r  they themselves s e n t  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t ,  and I e d i t e d  i t ,  
I th ink ,  i n  complete honesty. I wanted t o  show my f e e l i n g s  
which I d i d n ' t  q u i t e  espouse. I s a i d ,  'Mr. Chairman, w e  w i l l  
do anything you want u s  t o  do i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of par tnership ."  
But i n  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  I d i d n ' t  say ,  " in the  s p i r i t  of 
pa r tne r sh ip .  " I n  f a c t ,  I th ink  Assemblywoman Paul ine  L. Davis, 
who's q u i t e  a  cha rac te r  too,  picked t h a t  up. She r a i s e d  a b i g  
s t i n k  about i t :  "What i s  a l l  t h i s  bus iness  about g iv ing  away 
t h e  s t a t e  ?arks?" kind of th ing .  So i t ' s  s t i l l  a  hot  po ta to  
p o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  g iv ing  away t h e  s t a t e  parks. 

Lage: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  Was t h e  procedure i n  the  cab ine t  meetings f o r  a  
dec i s ion  t o  be made on these  hot  i s s u e s  a t  t h a t  l e v e l ,  and then 
t h e  recommendation would go t o  Reagan? 

Livermore: No, he was always t h e r e  i n  person when w e  presented a dec i s ion  
i s s u e  t o  t h e  cabinet .  It was i n  wr i t ing .  A s  I say,  Molly 
Sturges  probably has  a l l  these .  I have a l o t  of them, I ' m  sure .  
And we  discussed i t ,  and sometimes i t  was postponed. Sometimes 
you'd ask f o r  more information. Sometimes t h e r e  was a  hung ju ry ,  



Livermore: bu t  b a s i c a l l y  when t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made then  i t  would be  
w r i t t e n  up. Then w e  would.be f r e e  t o  do a n y t h i n g w e  wanted 
with i t  i n  a speech o r  a p r e s s  in te rv iew.  The d e c i s i o n  i s s u e s ,  
they were a l l  on one page; they were very succ inc t .  Sometimes 
they 'd have a l o t  of backup. 

So a l l  t h e s e  issues--I  mentioned apparent ly  twenty-one i n  
'68-- were s o r t  of moving along. P a r t l y ,  i t  was because of my 
f e e l i n g s  and persuas iveness ,  f o r  what i t  was worth, and p a r t l y  
i t  w a s  a r e a c t i o n  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p re s su re s .  

Lage: Right.  So they f i n a l l y  came around t o  suppor t ing  Kuchel 's  i d e a  
i n  gene ra l ?  

Livermore: Not e n t i r e l y .  I ' d  have  t o ,  aga in ,  check it. Kuchel was 
b a s i c a l l y  w i th  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League, and i t  seems t o  me 
t h a t  Kuchel was defeated--well ,  l e t '  s ee ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  
always i n  November. It seems t o  m e  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  i n  
October '68, bu t  h e  s o r t  of changed too,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  The 
S i e r r a  Club j u s t  kept  dunning and dunning and dunning f o r  Red- 
wood Creek. The i r  p o i n t ,  which i s  hard  t o  argue a g a i n s t ,  was 
t h a t  t o  have a small n a t i o n a l  park  w a s  no good. They wanted 
l o t s  of acreage ,  and t h a t  had a l o t  of moxie. They were aided 
and abe t t ed ,  I should say ,  g r e a t l y  by t h e  Nat iona l  Geographic 
a r t i c l e  on t h e  " t a l l e s t  t r ee f ' ; *  t h a t  w a s  a g r e a t  f u r o r .  So 
they j u s t  kept  hammering and hammering and hammering, and 
f i n a l l y  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League wi th  some r e l u c t a n c e  gave 
i n ,  and t h i s  i s  w e l l  brought ou t  i n  t h a t  a r t i c l e  i n  Fo res t  
His tory  . 

So t h e  Save-the-Redwoods was s o r t  of dragged i n t o  i t ,  
somewhat r e l u c t a n t l y .  But t h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  made t o  g e t  t h i s  
b i g  chunk of acreage,  mostly from t h e  Arcata  Redwood Company a t  
Redwood Creek. Then t h e  t h r e e  main companies involved,  Arcata ,  
Georgia-Pacif ic  and Rel l im were given t h e  redwood purchase u n i t  
which was carved up and given t o  t h e s e  t h r e e  companies. Arcata  
got  most of it. 

The S i e r r a  Club and t h e  Redwoods 

Lage : Did you have very much d i r e c t  d i scour se  w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club? 

*Paul A. Zahl, "Finding t h e  M t .  Everes t  of A l l  L iv ing  Things," 
Nat iona l  Geographic 126(Ju ly  1964):lO-51. 



Livermore: Oh, yes ,  l o t s  of i t .  Tha t ' s  who I mentioned yes t e rday  [ i n  t h e  
Bancroft  speech] .  I mentioned t h e  le t ter  from George Marshal l  
which s a i d  he  w a s  " f i l l e d  w i t h  a s ense  of wonder"--I l ove  t h a t  
phrase-- 

Lage : Was t h a t  over  t h e  redwoods? 

Livermore: Y e s ,  I th ink  i t  was. Well, my memory goes so  v i v i d l y  a l l  of a 
sudden. I r e a l l y  took o f f  on t h a t  book of t h e  c l u b ' s .  I s t i l l  
have i t  here.  ~ o u ' v e  seen t h a t ,  The L a s t  Redwoods." I f e l t ,  
and s t i l l  f e e l ,  t h e  t i t l e  i t s e l f  is  very u n f a i r ,  and I s t i l l  
f e e l  t h a t  way. This  ties i n  wi th  t h e  two m i l l i o n  a c r e s ,  and I 
t h i n k  I have i t  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  over  t h e r e  because I w a s  looking 
a t  i t  t h e  o t h e r  day. I marked up s e v e r a l  passages.  I wrote ,  
I guess  i t  w a s  t o  George Marsha l l  o r  Dave Brower, and I s a i d ,  
"I th ink  t h i s  i s  un fa i r . "  And I t h i n k  I even-which w a s  perhaps 
a p o l i t i c a l  mistake--said i t  was d i shones t ,  p a r t l y  because of 
t h e  acreage ,  p a r t l y  because of t h e  phraseology,  p a r t l y  because 
of t h e  t i t le .  And t h a t ' s  why I quoted t h a t  1919 Saturday 
Evening Pos t  a r t i c l e .  You know, t h i s  has  been a c r y  f o r  yea r s .  
11 The last  redwoods, we've go t  t o  save  them." Well, t h e r e  are 
a s  many redwood trees a s  e v e r ,  though many of t h e  "primeval" 
ones have been cu t - -u t i l i zed  a s  I c a l l  it. 

Anyway, yes ,  I had a l o t  of d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  t h e .  S i e r r a  
Club. I remember, I t h i n k  i n  my very  f i r s t  TV in t e rv i ew,  I 
c a s t i g a t e d  t h e  book. And I remember--it's i n  some f i l e  some- 
where--Ed Wayburn, who w a s  very  a c t i v e  then ,  h e  got  on t h e  TV 
and s a i d  h e  w a s  s o  d isappoin ted  i n  Livermore, and h e  w a s  a 
t r a i t o r  t o  t h e  cause and a l l  t h i s  k ind  of bus iness .  I s t i l l  
f e e l  t h a t  way. I t h i n k  i t  w a s  an  emotional ,  u n f a i r  book. J u s t  
l i k e  I s a i d  yes t e rday ,  you d o n ' t  need t o  r e scue  trees from 
d e s t r u c t i o n .  You need t o  p re se rve  them f o r  p o s t e r i t y .  Maybe 
one of t h e s e  days I ' l l  put  t h a t  up t o  a motion [ t o  t h e  board 
of Save-the-Redwoods League] and 1'11 probably be sho t  down. 
But yes ,  I had a l o t  of correspondence w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

Lage : Who w a s  your main con tac t  t h e r e ?  Was i t  Ed Wayburn? 

Livermore: Well, Ed Wayburn w a s  t h e  most agg res s ive ,  b u t  it seems t o  me 
most of t h e  key correspondence was wi th  George Marshal l  because 
I t h i n k  h e  was t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  club-- 

"Francois Leydet,  P h i l i p  Hyde, The Las t  Redwoods: A Vanishing 
Scenic Resources ( S i e r r a  Club, 1963).  



Lage : He was i n  '66 and '67, I th ink .  Then Wayburn became p r e s i d e n t ,  
and he was t h e  head of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  f o r  t h e  redwoods. 

Livermore: Right.  And I remember going t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club annual banquet 
and Ed was--how can I express  i t?--he was s o r t  of shedding 
c r o c o d i l e  t e a r s  because he 'd  been r e e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
S i e r r a  Club. He was obviously very  proud of it, bu t  he--I l i k e  
Ed, bu t  I was s o r t  of amused--he was t r y i n g  t o  say t h a t  he  kind 
of d id  t h i s  r e l u c t a n t l y .  He s o r t  of had t o  s e e  t h i s  redwood 
t h i n g  through. And I guess t h a t  was t r u e ,  bu t  I was n o t  t h a t  
e n t h r a l l e d  w i t h  t h e  cont inuing  b a t t l e ,  l e t ' s  pu t  i t  t h a t  way. 
So, yes ,  I had a l o t  t o  do w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

I n  f a c t  one of my happy memories, I t h i n k  I touched on i t  
yes t e rday ,  was going down w i t h  Ed and Peggy Wayburn, my wi fe  
Dina and my son Sam, and they arranged t h i s  t r i p  w i th  Bryce 
Whitmore. I don ' t  know i f  you've taken  any r i v e r  t r i p s .  We 
s l i t h e r e d  and s l i d  down from a h igh  p r a i r i e ,  down very  deeply 
i n t o  Redwood Creek Canyon, and they took u s  down t h e r e  w i t h  a 
r a f t .  And t h a t  was a good s e l l i n g  t r i p ,  and I was p r e t t y  w e l l  
on t h e i r  s i d e  then .  By be ing  on t h e i r  s i d e ,  I mean t o  en l a rge  
t h e  acreage  of redwoods. But I d i d  kind of r e s e n t  t h e i r  
s h i f t i n g  t h e  term "Emerald Mile1' t o  " the worm," a s  I s a i d  
yes te rday  i n  my speech a t  t h e  Bancroft  L ibrary .*  You know t h i s  
i s  a ma t t e r  of semantics ,  bu t  t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of semantics  i n  
The Las t  Redwoods. 1'11 look a t  i t  now; I th ink  I even have a 
few passages marked. 

Lage : You have t h e  b e s t  read copy of t h i s  book i n  ex i s t ence .  

Livermore: Here i t  is, by go l ly .  Yes, t h i s  i s  t h e  very l e t t e r ,  February 
1967. (You s e e ,  t h a t  was very soon a f t e r  I ' d  been t o  Sacra- 
mento). I s e n t  a carbon t o  a l o t  of people I knew. [ reading]  
'I A s  t o  yours  of t h e  9 th ,  you a r e  c e r t a i n l y  e n t i t l e d  t o  docu- 
mentat ion on my c r i t i c i s m  of The Las t  Redwoods," and s o  f o r t h .  
And I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  which George Marshal l  r e p l i e d ,  
"You f i l l  me w i t h  a sense  of wonder."** 

Lage : Oh, i n  answer t o  t h i s  l e t t e r ?  

Livermore: Yes, i n  answer t o  t h a t  l e t t e r .  Now t h i s  is i n t e r e s t i n g ,  t h e  
da te .  You s e e ,  my Crescent  Ci ty  testimony was A p r i l  16,  1968. 
Tha t ' s  t h e  one I mentioned t o  you where I e d i t e d  t h e  

*See Appendix D f o r  t e x t  of speech. 

**See Appendix E. 



Livermore: congress iona l  committee's testimony. Then t h e r e  was another  
hea r ing  i n  Washington--I d o n ' t  seem t o  have t h a t  r i g h t  he re ,  
bu t  I have j u s t  e n d l e s s  s t u f f  on t h e  redwoods. I d o n ' t  know 
why I grabbed these--oh y e s ,  I remember now why I got  t h i s .  
I w a s  f a s c i n a t e d  by t h i s  Saturday Evening Pos t  quote,  which 
I mentioned yes t e rday ,  and I dug i n t o  t h i s  t o  f i n d  i t .  But 
h e r e ' s  a t y p i c a l  S i e r r a  Club ad ,  and you see t h i s  mentions t h e  
two m i l l i o n  a c r e s .  Th i s  i s  g r e a t  emotion: [ reading]  "About 
two m i l l i o n  B.C. when t h e  f i r s t  man appeared . . . , I 1  and s o  f o r t h  
and s o  on. But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  f a i r .  

Lage : You d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  e v e r  were t h e  two m i l l i o n  a c r e s ?  Th i s  
w a s  mixed f o r e s t ?  

Livermore: Well, my p o i n t  is t h a t  t h e y ' r e  mixing app le s  and oranges. I 
don ' t  a rgue  about t h e  two m i l l i o n  a c r e s .  They presumably 
researched i t ,  b u t  i t  i s n ' t  two m i l l i o n  a c r e s  of grove-type 
redwoods. T h a t ' s  my main po in t .  And t h e  p i c t u r e s  and t h e  
emotion is a l l  on t h e  grove-type. It seems t o  me somewhere 
t h e r e ' s  a  horseback e s t i m a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were about,  a t  t h e  
most, f o u r  hundred thousand a c r e s  of grove-type redwoods. 

Lage : You do have t o  p re se rve  t h e  s l o p e s  i n  o rde r  t o  p re se rve  t h e  
groves. 

Livermore: I d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a g r e e  w i t h  you. I t h i n k  noth ing  is more 
c r imina l  t han  seve re  e r o s i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you have t o  
p re se rve  a l l  t h e  t r e e s  on t h e  s l o p e ,  t h a t  is  p r i v a t e l y  owned, 
from Shive ly  t o  Sco t i a .  T h i s  i s  a s t r e t c h  o f ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  
seven o r  e i g h t  mi l e s  of cut-over redwood, v igorous ly  growing. 

/I /I 
Livermore: I f e e l  t h a t  i f  t h e  e ros ion  i s  c a r e f u l l y  conta ined ,  which i t  can 

be on s lopes ,  t h a t  t h e s e  so-cal led "viewscapes" of v i r g i n  
t imber  are, i n  many cases ,  a  need le s s  l u r x u r y ;  I r e a l i z e  t h i s  
i s  debatab le .  I remember going on s e v e r a l  of t h e  redwood 
t r i p s  w i th  Dave Van d e  Mark who w a s  q u i t e  a c t i v e  wi th  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club the re .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I t h i n k  h e  was on t h i s  r a f t  
t r i p ,  and he 'd  s o r t  of wave h i s  a r m  and say ,  " I sn ' t  t h i s  a  
g l o r i o u s  view? We have t o  p re se rve  i t .  " Well, is i t .  worth 
a  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ?  Is i t  worth more than an a l t e r n a t i v e ,  a s  I 
s a i d  i n  my t a l k  yes t e rday ,  of p r o t e c t i n g  a l l  t h e  l e v e e s  i n  t h e  
San J o a q u i ~ S a c r a m e n t o  D e l t a  o r ,  f o r  t h e  same amount df money 
going f o r  c o a s t a l  p r o t e c t i o n ?  

Ge t t i ng  back t o  v i s t a s ,  nex t  t ime you go up t h e  redwood 
highway--I t h i n k  i t ' s  a t  Pepperwood--and look  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  
211 t h e  way from Shive ly  t o  S c o t i a ,  you w i l l  see about an e i g h t  
o r  t e n  m i l e  s t r e t c h  of f abu lous ly  b e a u t i f u l  s i d e  h i l l  t h a t  was 



Livermore: logged over.  So I th ink ,  t h a t ' s  one of t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  
complaints of lumber people.  The S i e r r a  Club and t h i s  book 
i s  t h e  epitome of i t .  They t a k e  low-angled photographs of 
stumps, b u t  i f  they  took t h e  same p i c t u r e  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  i t  
would be  a vigorous f o r e s t .  

Ge t t i ng  back t o  t h e  two m i l l i o n  a c r e s ,  a s  I say ,  roughly-- 
i t ' s  been added t o  since--but as I r e c a l l  i t  t h e r e  were about 
one hundred and twenty thousand a c r e s  of grove-type redwoods 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  parks.  In s t ead  of being,  say 2 pe rcen t  t h e  way 
t h e  ad says ,  t h e  acreage  might be 30 pe rcen t  of t h e  primeval 
o r  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  type  redwoods which no one wants t o  c u t  down. 

Lage : The o t h e r  argument I ' v e  heard i s  t h a t  a l though t h e  lumber 
companies w i l l  reseed o r  r e p l a n t ,  they  don ' t  reseed  i n  redwood. 
That i t ' l l  be Douglas f i r  o r  some other-- 

Livermore: There ' s  something i n  t h a t ,  and I think--again I ' m  no t  an  expe r t  
fores te r - -but  t h a t  p a r t l y  has  t o  do wi th  reproduct ion .  I t ' s  
t r u e  t h a t  t h e  Redwood Association--the t r a d e  group of t h e  
redwood lumber industry--back i n  t h e  twent ies ,  I t h i n k ,  had 
very ex tens ive  nursery  c o s t s .  The p l a n t i n g  of redwoods i s  n o t  
t h a t  s u c c e s s f u l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on southern  s lopes .  So n a t u r a l l y  
i f  you have t imberland and you 'want i t  t o  be producing,  you 
p l a n t  what grows b e s t .  Again, t h a t  depends on t h e  t e r r a i n  and 
t h e  exposure, and I r e p e a t  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  s i d e  h i l l  from Shive ly  
t o  S c o t i a  sprouted  from cutover  stumps. 

Lage : And t h a t  is redwood? 

ivermore: T h a t ' s  almost pure redwood. Where t h e  f e a t h e r i n g  is, I j u s t  
d o n ' t  know. I dug t h e  f i g u r e s  ou t  i f  you'd c a r e  t o  read my 
a r t i c l e  "An open l e t t e r  t o  Andrus" which poin ted  o u t  t h e  per- 
centage of f i r .  The two m i l l i o n  a c r e s  i n  t h e  c lub  ad, t o  
r e p e a t ,  is n o t  pure  redwoods. I ' m  no t  t r y i n g  t o  say t h a t  
t h a t ' s  d i shones t ,  b u t  i t ' s  misleading--put i t  t h a t  way, m i s -  
l ead ing .  

Livermore's Role a s  Middleman 

Lage: It seems a s  i f  you r e a l l y  were i n  t h e  r o l e  of middleman i n  t h i s  
a s  i n  a l o t  of your o t h e r  b a t t l e s .  You mentioned i n  some memo 
o r  speech I read ,  t h a t  you met cons t an t ly  w i th  lumbermen, l o c a l  
government, and c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s .  Were you t r y i n g  t o  e f f e c t  
compromise, o r  what w a s  your purpose f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  meetings.? 



Livermore: I c e r t a i n l y  was. I remember c a l l i n g  a  meeting e a r l y  i n  '67. 
I had about  t h i r t y  people  i n  my conference  room i n  Sacramento, 
t r y i n g  t o  work o u t  a  compromise. I had t h e  S i e r r a  Clubbers  
t h e r e ,  and t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League, t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  people ,  
many lumbermen. I l i m i t e d  them t o  t h r e e  minutes  each,  a s  I 
recall it. I f i g u r e d ,  "Let ' s  g e t  t h e s e  people  f a c e  t o  f ace .  " 
It he lped  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no magic s o l u t i o n .  I t ' s  
j u s t  a  very  tough problem, and it s t i l l  e x i s t s .  You n o t i c e  
t h e  '78 l e g i s l a t i o n  n o t  on ly  pu t  ou t  t h e s e  s e v e r a l  hundred 
m i l l i o n ,  bu t  i t  h a s  t h e  op t ion  of buying t h e  whole Redwood 
Creek dra inage .  The Save-the-Redwoods League f e e l s ,  and t h e y ' r e  
100 pe rcen t  r i g h t ,  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  way t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  redwoods i s  
t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  whole dra inage .  The Rel l im Redwood Company 
claimed t h a t  i n  M i l l  Creek, and I t h i n k  w i t h  some j u s t i c e ,  t hey  
logged c a r e f u l l y ,  and they do n o t  produce e ros ion .  

So t h e  problem i n  t h e  redwoods i s  l a r g e l y  v i s u a l  and 
emotional ,  as I s a i d  i n  t h e  "rescue from d e s t r u c t i o n "  phrase .  
Of course  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about  c e n t u r i e s .  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  say 
t h a t  t o  c u t  down a  f i f t e e n  hundred y e a r  o ld  tree i s  commendable-- 
i f  i t ' s  i n  a  s c e n i c  spo t .  I r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Butano, t h e  s t a t e  
park  h e r e  i n  San Mateo County, a s  somewhat s i m i l a r .  The 
boundary i s  j u s t  cockeyed; i t ' s  n o t  s e n s i b l e .  

Lage : Now fo l lowing  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  park  i n  '68, i t  seems t o  
me I r a n  a c r o s s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  an  a r e a  where you d i sag reed  w i t h  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club. D idn ' t  t h e  s t a t e  t hen  a l low one of  t h e  lumber 
companies t o  l o g  t h e  Skunk Cabbage Creek a r e a ?  Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  

Livermore: Y e s ,  I r e c a l l  Skunk Cabbage, and a s  I r e c a l l  i t - - t h i s  i s  j u s t  
memory--but as I r e c a l l  i t ,  i t  was n o t  inc luded  i n  '68. 

Lage: No, i t  wasn ' t  inc luded ,  b u t  i t  was a n  a r e a  t h a t  was hoped f o r  
a s  a n  expansion a r e a ,  and I guess  i t  was immediately ad j acen t  
t o  t h e  Redwood Creek a r e a .  

Livermore: T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  and Arca ta  logged t h e  h e a r t  of i t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  
s t a r t i n g  very  soon a f t e r  '68, and t h e  S i e r r a  Club very  much 
r e sen t ed  t h a t .  

Lage: Did t h e  s t a t e  need t o  g i v e  a  permi t  t o  Arca ta  f o r  t h a t ?  

Livermore: Well, you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a  now, which 
is touchy. You're r i g h t ,  t h e  Board of F o r e s t r y  c o n t r o l s  
logging  p r a c t i c e s ,  which a r e  ano the r  huge s u b j e c t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  
do logging ,  you need a  l ogg ing  permi t .  I guess  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
and t h e i r  adhe ren t s  were hoping t h e  permi t  would be  r e fused ,  
b u t  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  a s  long  a s  they were o p e r a t i n g  under  t h e  
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then  rules--which were s t rengthened  i n  '73 o r  '74--there was 
no way of s topping  them. And I t h i n k  i t  was a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  
t h e  condor, they kep t  hoping--the Skunk Cabbage i s  a s u p e r l a t i v e  
a r e a ,  q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  highway. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  Arcata  d id  
not c u t  visually--by t h a t  I mean ad jacen t  t o  t h e  highway. 

Would t h a t  have been an  a r e a  where you could have in te rvened?  

Well, I could, I suppose. Again, i f  you have correspondence, 
I ' d  have t o  r e f r e s h  my memory. I could have t r i e d  t o  i f  I ' d  
wanted, bu t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it would have flown, because, I r e p e a t ,  
a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h e  pa rk  was supposed t o  be  s e t t l e d .  Everyone 
kind of heaved a s i g h  of r e l i e f ,  and t h e  c u t t i n g  by Arcata  i n  
Skunk Cabbage was w i t h i n  t h e  f o r e s t r y  r u l e s .  and they  l e f t  a 
f r i n g e .  It was a huge amount of money involved,  and so I d id  
no t  do what I might have done. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  would have 
flown i n  t h e  cab ine t ,  and I j u s t  d i d n ' t  do it--you reach  f o r  a 
s t a r ,  and you d o n ' t  q u i t e  g e t  it--from t h e  S i e r r a  Club and 
Redwood League's p o i n t  of view, a s  I r e c a l l  it. Now, I don ' t  
know whether they accused me of s i t t i n g  on my hands o r  what. 
I ' d  have t o  check t h e  correspondence t o  remember. I don ' t  
remember any major f i g h t .  

I t h i n k  I saw a l e t t e r  from Ed Wayburn t o  you. 

Yes, t h a t  I was weak, o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  o r  t h a t  I wasn ' t  
doing my job. 

Well, wishing t h a t  you would do more. 

Yes, why d o n ' t  I do s:omething, yes?  

I n  gene ra l  would you have a n  assessment of Ed Wayburnl You 
must have worked wi th  him on t h i s  i s s u e  more than  most anything 
e l s e .  

Of course,  h e ' s  n o t  a s  o l d  a f r iend--Sier ra  Club-wise--as Dick 
o r  Dave o r  Bestor  Robinson o r  a l o t  of t h o s e  o l d e r  groups. He 
kind of sprung onto t h e  scene postwar,  so f a r  as my f r i e n d s h i p  
wi th  him goes. I remember one amusing i n c i d e n t ;  i t  makes me 
chuckle. Before I l e f t  P a c i f i c  Lumber, and I th ink  t h i s  was 
even be fo re  I had t h e  remotest  i d e a  of going t o  Sacramento, 
Peggy [Wayburn] came i n t o  my o f f i c e .  She w r i t e s ,  2s you know, 
and she was w r i t i n g  an  a r t i c l e  o r  a book o r  something on red- 
woods, and she  knew t h a t  I was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  fence ,  
so t o  speak. W e  were good f r i e n d s .  I t h i n k  they 'd  been on a 
couple of h igh  t r i p s .  The amusing t h i n g  is,  w e  t a lked  so  long  
t h a t  they  locked t h e  bu i ld ing ,  and I was q u i t e  embarrassed 
because h e r e  I was wi th  t h i s  a t t r a c t i v e  wi fe .  This  was t h e  
P a c i f i c  Lumber Company on Columbus Avenue. I t ' s  q u i t e  a smal l  



Livermore: bu i ld ing ,  and I was q u i t e  panicky, b u t  l u c k i l y  t h e  j a n i t o r  was 
i n  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  so  he l e t  u s  ou t .  I had visions--maybe Peggy 
w a s  completely o b l i v i o u s  t o  th i s - - I  had v i s i o n s  of having t o  
phone t h e  p o l i c e  t o  l e t  m e  and t h i s  young w i f e  ou t  of t he  
bu i ld ing .  

Anyway, I always t h i n k  of them toge the r .  I t h i n k  of Peggy 
a s  running s e v e r a l  w i lde rnes s  conferences.  And I remember 
r e s e n t i n g  i t ,  f r a n k l y ,  when I asked t o  speak a t  a  conference 
wi th  Larry K i d  of t h e  state Chamber of Commerce. Th i s  must 
have been, I don ' t  know, i n  '66 o r  thereabouts .  I a t t ended  
every s i n g l e  w i lde rnes s  conference,  I t h i n k ,  up u n t i l  t h e  very 
end, and they g radua l ly  l e f t  me behind, f o r  reasons  I won' t 
e l a b o r a t e  on a t  t h e  moment. But t h e  p o i n t  is ,  she  wouldn't l e t  
u s  speak,  and I re sen ted  t h a t .  Now, she  might remember i t  
d i f f e ren t ly - -  

Lage : Was i t  a p a r t i c u l a r  t o p i c  you--? 

Livermore: Well, w e  j u s t  wanted t o  speak on behal f  of t h e  Fo res t  Serv ice  
and t h e  lumber i ndus t ry .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  she  was i n  charge,  bu t  
I t h i n k  I mentioned i t  yes t e rday  t h a t  I was r e a l l y  r e s e n t f u l  
of t h i s .  A t  one of t h e  e a r l y  conferences,  I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  
f o u r t h ,  t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  wasn ' t  even i n v i t e d ,  and I thought 
t h a t  was r e a l l y  bad. Whether Gordon Robinson had anyth ing  t o  
do w i t h  t h i s  o r  no t  I don ' t  know, but  Aldo Leopold, a s  I t h i n k  
I mentioned yes t e rday ,  and Bob Marshal l  were, of course ,  Fo res t  
Se rv i ce  o f f i c i a l s  and they  had pioneered t h e  whole wi lde rnes s  
th ing .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  r a t h e r  lamely they  d i d  a s k  C h a r l i e  
Connaughton, who w a s  then  t h e  r e g i o n a l  f o r e s t e r , ' a t  t h e  l a s t  
minute. He gave a  very  good t a l k .  I ' m  s u r e  I have i t  in my 
f i l e s  h e r e  somewhere. I n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  i s  a  l i s t  of  a l l  
t h e  speakers  f o r  t h e  fourth--or whatever i t  was--wilderness 
conference,  and t h e  Fores t  Se rv i ce  wasn ' t  even t h e r e .  So t h a t  
is  a  bone, you might say,  I have t o  p i c k  w i t h  Peggy i n  terms of 
b i a s .  

No g e t t i n g  back t o  Ed, I j u s t  f e l t  he was an awful ly good 
salesman. I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  a s  comfortable  w i th  him as I am w i t h  
Leonard and Brower. I t h i n k  i t ' s  pu re ly  a  f r i e n d s h i p  of longer  
y e a r s  s tanding .  I d o n ' t  remember offhand, bu t  he  s a y s ,  I th ink ,  
t h a t  he w a s  on a  couple  of h igh  t r i p s  wi th  me-- 

Lage : He s t a r t e d  going i n  '49-- 

Livermore: Then t h a t  e x p l a i n s  i t ,  because my h igh  t r i p  exper ience  was 
segmented by t h e  war, and t h e  postwar t o  m e  was very  much l e s s  
p l easan t  than  prewar f o r  t h e  s imple reason  t h a t  I--for reasons 
t h a t  we t a lked  about last t i m e - - I  mortgaged my s o u l ,  r e a l l y ,  
t o  buy t h r e e  pack s t a t i o n s  t o  handle  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. Then 



Livermore: f o r  reasons  t h a t  weren ' t  t h e i r  f a u l t  o r  mine, i t  went s t e a d i l y  
downhill  due t o  t h e s e  o t h e r  pressures .  The last  y e a r  t h a t  I 
a c t i v e l y  l e d  t h e  S i e r r a  Club packing w a s  '48,  so  t h a t  would 
exp la in  i t .  I t h i n k  I v i s i t e d  a couple of days,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  
i n  '49, bu t  my t h r e e  b ig  postwar yea r s  were '46, '47 and '48. 
Then I found t h i s  w a s  a very  poor way t o  suppor t  a growing 
family and l e f t  t h e  a c t i v e  packing. So, a s  I say ,  I guess 
t h a t ' s  about when I f i r s t  knew t h e  Wayburns. 

Lage : What about i n  dea l ing  wi th  them, say ,  i n  working out  compro- 
mises on t h e  redwoods o r  t r y i n g  t o  come t o  some agreement? 

Livermore: Well,  I t h i n k  he w a s  l e s s  easy t o  t a l k  t o  and d e a l  wi th  than  
even Leonard o r  Brower, bu t  i n  f a i r n e s s  t o  him, they weren ' t  
t ak ing  t h e  l e a d  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  By t h a t  t ime Brower-- 
l e t ' s  s ee ,  when was h i s  d ivo rce  from the  S i e r r a  Club, w a s  t h a t  
'69? 

Lage : Right ,  '69, b u t  he d i d n ' t  handle  t h e  redwoods. 

Livermore: No, he wasn ' t  t h a t  a c t i v e  i n  redwoods, no r  was Dick Leonard. 
Well, I ' d  say Wayburn was a l i t t l e  s t r i d e n t ,  perhaps,  bu t  
e f f e c t i v e .  I remember a l s o  d e a l i n g  w i t h  him on some parks h e r e  
i n  Marin County. He w a s  e f f e c t i v e ,  bu t  I f e l t  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  
s impat ico  wi th  him, put  i t  t h a t  way. I remember th ink ing  t h i s ,  
and I have somewhat of a  g u i l t y  conscience,  I always have had 
because s o  much of my l i f e  has  been spent  on wi lderness  and 
conserva t ion  themes, which a r e ,  I th ink ,  b a s i c a l l y  e l i t i s t .  
I remember having some f i g h t s . w i t h  Alf H e l l e r  on t h i s .  I ' v e  
thought of t h e  Wayburns as a t y p i c a l  example--and I don ' t  
c r i t i c i z e  i t ,  I j u s t  simply observe t h a t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e i r  
t h r u s t  w a s  toward Marin County because t h e i r  weekend happi- 
nesses--to u se  an over s imple term--was t o  go h ik ing  i n  Marin. 
They a r e  very much t o  be commended f o r  p u t t i n g  toge the r  a  l o t  
of parks  over here .  Yet, j u s t  over  t h e  h i l l  from them were 
t h e s e  g h e t t o s ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  is  a  b a s i c  c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  
S i e r r a  Club. The c lub  has  made some o v e r t u r e s  I know, t o  t r y  
and g e t  a meeting of minds wi th  t h e  urban people.  This ,  of 
course,  has  come up more now t h a t  p o l l u t i o n  i s  s o  much i n  mind. 
But I don ' t  hold t h a t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Wayburns personal ly .  It 
s t i c k s  i n  my mind because they could s o r t  of s e e  Marin from 
t h e i r  house, and h e r e ' s  t h i s  n i c e  comfortable  house. 

I f e e l ,  a s  I say ,  g u i l t  myself.  I n  f a c t ,  I t o l d  my w i f e  
more than  once, "If and when we g e t  my a l l - t ime  f a v o r i t e ,  t h e  
Minarets  c o r r i d o r  c losed ,  I in t end  t o  g ive  more of my t ime t o  
s o c i a l  purposes r a t h e r  than  pure ly  conserva t ion ,  a l though I ' l l  
never l o s e  i n t e r e s t  i n  it.'' 



Livermore: So t h a t ' s  perhaps a kind of a fuzzy answer t o  your quest ion.  
I knew o the r  club l eade r s  s t a r t i n g  i n  '34--so t h e r e ' s  a f i f t e e n  
year  gap there .  Again i n  f a i r n e s s  t o  Ed, I th ink  t h e  c o n t e s t s  
i n  those  e a r l i e r  days w e r e  p l easan te r  somehow. I mean they w e r e  
l e s s  complicated. There wasn' t  t h i s  b i g  p u b l i c i t y  b l a s t .  There 
wasn't  t h e  Last  Redwoods book, and t h e r e  wasn' t ,  r i g h t  around 
t h e  corner ,  t h e s e  p o l l u t i o n  problems, and of course t h e r e  
weren't  t h e  populat ion problems. 

Lage : L i f e  was s impler .  

Livermore: I could have s a i d  t h a t  i n  much fewer words, yes .  

Lage : O.K. A s  you sa id ,  we could t a l k  a l l  morning about t h e  redwoods, 
but  i s  t h e r e  anything else t h a t  you th ink  w e  need t o  cover? 

Livermore: On t h e  redwoods I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any more, except t o  r e i t e r a t e  
t h a t  i t  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  a n a t i o n a l  park yet. On t h e  redwoods, I 
should a l s o  mention one q u i t e  important th ing  t h a t  temporari ly 
escaped my mind, and t h a t  i s  t h i s :  a t  t h e  very incep t ion  of 
the  long series of b a t t l e s ,  I t o l d  Congressman Clausen--who, 
a s  I ind ica ted ,  i s  an o ld  and good friend--I s a i d ,  "Now look, 
Don, I see your po in t  about t h e  l o g i c  of tu rn ing  over t h e  s t a t e  
parks ,  but  i n  my opinion i f  you, pardon t h e  phrase,  i f  you 
want t o  be r e a l l y  courageous, I could very e a s i l y  be persuaded-- 
and I ' m  s u r e  Governor Reagan would be--that we're  j u s t  aga ins t  
Redwood Nat ional  Park. Why do w e  need t h e  Redwood National  
Park? The bulk of t h e  redwoods a r e  preserved,  t h e  Save-the- 
Redwoods League i s n ' t  a t  a l l  keen on Redwood Creek, so why 
don ' t  w e  j u s t  say ,  'No Redwood Park?"' H e  wouldn't go f o r  i t ,  
and of course he was t h e  congressman of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  H e  s a i d ,  
I 1  The p o l i t i c a l  p res su re  i s  too g rea t .  We've got  t o  do some- 
thing.  " I t  was then--to my somewhat discomfort  a s  I t o l d  you 
ea r l i e r - - tha t  I par ted  company wi th  him on t h i s  i s s u e .  We were 
s t i l l  very f r i e n d l y ,  but  I could n o t  see t h a t  j u s t  g iv ing  t h e  
s t a t e  parks was enough. 

Lage : So you went from .?aying, "Why no t  have no park?" t o  saying,  
"We won't have a park un les s  i t ' s  s u b s t a n t i a l .  " 

Livermore: Well, l e t  m e  put  i t  t h i s  way t o  make myself c l e a r .  I d i d n ' t  
say,  "Let ' s  no t  have a n a t i o n a l  park. " I s a i d ,  " I f  - you, a s  
the  congressman from t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  s t a t e  pub l i c ly  t h a t  w e  
don ' t  need a Redwood National  Park, I ' l l  go t o  b a t  wi th  you, 
and I ' m  reasonably conf ident  t h a t  Governor Reagan would agree." 
This ,  of course,  t ies i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  w i th  t h e  famous statement ,  
1 1  I f  you've seen one, you've seen them a l l . "  Apparently, Reagan 
s a i d  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  "How many can you look a t ?"  This  
has  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  connotat ion,  and h e ' s  always resented  



Livermore: t h a t .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I th ink  p a r t  of t h e  t roub le  with Watt and 
a l l  t h i s  business now, i s  twis t ing  words. Anyway, Don s a i d  i n  
e f f e c t ,  W i t h  The Last  Redwoods and t h e  growth of a l l  t h i s  
pressure ,  my antenna say w e  c a n ' t  do tha t . "  Then I accepted 
t h a t  and d id  my b e s t  t; produce t h e  '68 compromise, i f  you 
want t o  c a l l  i t  t h a t .  So anyway, t h a t ' s  t h e  end of t h e  red- 
woods. 



I V  MINERAL K I N G ,  MINARET SUMMIT ROAD, AND OTHER ISSUES 

The Mineral Kine Develo~ment Plan  

Lage : Well, how about Mineral King as our  next  topic?  

Livermore: Well, Mineral King i s  a dear  f a v o r i t e  of mine. When w e  came 
aboard--we being t h e  Reagan administration-we i n h e r i t e d  a 
b a s i c  approval  of t h e  Mineral King p r o j e c t .  I wasn' t  too happy 
with t h a t ;  on the  o the r  hand, I was somewhat annoyed with t h e  
S i e r r a  Club. I t ' s  a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  t h e i r  promoting i n  earlier 
years--I t h ink  w e  mentioned i t  i n  our last interview--the Echo 
Park  as i f  i t  were a n a t i o n a l  park when r e a l l y  i t  was a 
n a t i o n a l  monument. It was t h e  same way with Mineral King. 
Mineral King i s  s o  photogenic t h a t  i t  was touted  a s  a wilderness 
a r e a ,  t o  a degree. So, having spent  t e n  of t h e  most a c t i v e  
yea r s  of my packing l i f e  t h e r e ,  as an owner and ope ra to r ,  I 
knew Mineral King l i k e  t h e  back of my hand. I was never t h a t  
keen, s t i l l  a m  n o t  t h a t  keen, on p u t t i n g  i t  i n  a n a t i o n a l  park,  
which i s  another  sub jec t .  I was anti-Disney b i g  p lan ,  but  I 
was n o t  anti-Disney completely. 

A s  w e  came down t h e  s t r e t c h  on t h a t ,  i t  had i t s  ups and 
downs, too. And as you pointed ou t ,  t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  h i s t o r y  
which I had temporari ly f o r g o t t e n  i s  t h a t  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  pot  
with Udall and t h e  redwood park. But I remember t h a t  I t r i e d  
t o  promote a t o l l  road. One of t h e  th ings  I d i d n ' t  like--and 
I th ink  a l o t  of people agreed wi th  me, and I agreed with t h e  
S i e r r a  Club h e a r t i l y  on this--was t h a t  Disney w a s  proposing 
t o  bu i ld  t h i s  tremendous r e s o r t  t h e r e  but  t o  no t  pay a n icke l  
f o r  t h e  road. The road, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  was going t o  c o s t  t h e  
taxpayers  about t h i r t y  mi l l ion .  

Lage: It seemed t o  be t h a t  t h e  road was going t o  c o s t  almost a s  much 
a s  Disney was paying f o r  t h e  r e s o r t .  



Livermore: Exac t ly .  And t h e  only reason  f o r  t h e  road, of course,  t h e  
g r e a t l y  enhanced road,  was t o  g e t  t o  t h e  Disney p r o j e c t ,  and 
t h i s  a l s o  involved t h e  Atwel l ' s  Grove redwoods. 

Lage : Would you s p e l l  t h a t  f o r  me? 

Livermore: A-T-W-E-L-L, Atwell  Grove. I t 's  a small, very p r e t t y  grove of 
maybe only one hundred a c r e s  o r  so .  The road goes r i g h t  through 
t h e  middle of i t ,  s o  obviously i n  o r d e r  t o  widen t h e  road Udal l  
would have had t o  g ive  a  permit  t o  cu t  some of t h e  b i g  t r e e s .  

We i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  t o l l  road income t h a t  
might be  produced, and i t  was only roughly f i v e  m i l l i o n .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  were some cab ine t  i s s u e s  on t h i s ,  b u t  i t  was 
n o t  n e a r l y  a s  hot  an  i s s u e  a s  t h e  redwood park--unt i l  l a t e r ,  
which I ' l l  come t o  i n  a  moment. It rocked a long  wi th ,  aga in ,  
s teady  and s u c c e s s f u l  p re s su re  by t h e  S i e r r a  Club t o  knock the  
Disney t h i n g  i n  t h e  head. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  Disney shaved down 
t h e i r  requirements  from whatever i t  was, f i f t e e n  thousand u n i t s  
t o  f i v e  thousand o r  whatnot.  I remember I helped the  S i e r r a  
Club, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  p r e s s u r e  them on t h e i r  parking and on 
t h e i r  sewage and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  It was r e a l l y  a  bum d e a l ,  
t h e  b i g  one. 

Lage : So you were n o t  i n  favor  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  Disney proposa l?  

Livermore: T h a t ' s  no t  t r u e .  I was no t  p u b l i c l y  a g a i n s t  i t .  I wasn ' t  
p r i v a t e l y  keen on i t ,  but  I f e l t  t h a t  we i n h e r i t e d  i t  p a r t l y  
from t h e  Brown admin i s t r a t i on ,  and Reagan, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  and 
my coun te rpa r t  i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  department favored i t .  
They f e l t  t h e  economy was going t o  be  he lped ,  e t  c e t e r a .  

Lage: So when you say p r i v a t e l y ,  d id  you express  any--? 

Livermore: No, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  redwood park and o t h e r  ma t t e r s  were s o  
much h ighe r  on my desk,  and I d i d n ' t  t h ink  i t  was worth t h e  
f i g h t ,  p a r t l y  because of t h e  rzason I s t a t e d  a  moment ago. 
My h e a r t  wasn ' t  t h a t  much i n  i t  t o  urge  t h a t  t h e  whole t h i n g  
should be completely k i l l e d .  

For one th ing ,  and t h i s  might amuse you, when I owned a  
pack t r a i n  t h e r e  w i th  my p a r t n e r  Ray Buckman, my w i f e  and I 
owned about  35 percent  of a l l  t h e  p r i v a t e  land  i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  
And due t o  ( a t  l e a s t  t h e  way I look a t  i t ) - -can we c a l l  i t  
al t ruism?--I  l e f t  Mineral King t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
h igh  t r i p  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  My p a r t n e r ,  Buckman, was unhappy 
f o r  reasons I won't go i n t o ,  so I i n  e f f e c t  f e l t  ob l iged  t o  
s e l l  out  t o  him. And of course ,  f o r  obvious reasons--senti-  
mental and economic--1 wanted t o  r e t a i n  my ownership i n  t h e  



Livermore: land of Mineral  King, bu t  h e  would have no p a r t  of i t .  I had 
t o  make t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  e i t h e r  s t r u g g l e  along w i t h  t h i s  t h i n g ,  
wi th  which I cou ldn ' t  cover both  s i d e s  of t h e  mountain, o r  
s e l l  o u t ,  which I d id .  

Well, t h e  only po in t  of my going i n t o  t h i s  much d e t a i l  i s  
t h a t  f o r  many y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  war I w a s  i n  touch wi th  a  
fe l low named Fred I s e l i n  who was a  s k i  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  Sun Valley 
and l a t e r ,  I be l i eve ,  head i n s t r u c t o r  a t  Aspen. For many 
s p r i n g  seasons h e  sk i ed  i n t o  Mineral  King, and I went i n  t h e r e  
myself more than  once i n  t h e  win ter t ime.  He always hoped t o  
s e e  Mineral King a s  a  nonmechanized, smal l  mountain r e s o r t  
which would maybe accommodate f i f t y  people,  where people would 
go i n  and do cross-country s k i i n g  i n  t h a t  fabulous  country.  
So p a r t l y  f o r  t h a t  reason ,  I w a s  never  a g a i n s t  development 
t h e r e ,  and f r a n k l y  I s t i l l  am no t .  

Lage : But t h a t ' s  a  long way from what Disney had i n  mind. 

Livermore: Well, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  i t ' s  a  long  way from what Disney had i n  
mind, bu t  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  say  i s  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anyth ing  
wrong w i t h  a  modest enhancement of t h e  a r ea .  I n  t hose  days,  
they  were j u s t  a t  t h e  beginning of a l l  t h e s e  huge s k i  l i f t s  and 
every th ing ,  bu t  I s e l i n ' s  i d e a  was, t h e r e ' d  be - no l i f t s .  

It 's f a s c i n a t i n g .  It took--what, i t ' s  twenty y e a r s  l a t e r  
t h a t  now cross-country s k i i n g  i s  s o  popular .  I no t i ced  even-- 
t o  jump around a  l i t t l e  bit--Senator [Alan] Cranston [of  
C a l i f o r n i a ]  t r i e d  up u n t i l  t h e  las t  minute t o  modify t h e  
S i e r r a  Club Mineral King i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  park system 
t o  a l low more sk i ing .  

A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  w e  s o r t  of went a long a t  a  low b e l l .  
Our p l an  w a s  b a s i c a l l y  t o  f avo r  Disney on a  reduced s c a l e .  
Then, due t o  aga in  l a r g e l y  S i e r r a  Club p re s su re ,  they lowered 
t h e i r  s i g h t s .  They then came up w i t h  a  scheme t h a t  I thought  
was most i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a cog ra i lway proposa l .  I ' m  no t  a  g r e a t  
s k i e r ,  bu t  I have sk ied  i n  Swi tzer land  and A u s t r i a ,  and I ' m  
f a s c i n a t e d  by those  cog ra i lways .  I f e l t  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e r e  
w a s  a  road a l r eady  t h e r e ,  i t ' s  n o t  a  w i lde rnes s .  On t h i s  
s u b j e c t ,  some of t h e  S i e r r a  Club l i t e r a t u r e  w a s ,  I th ink ,  
somewhat u n f a i r .  A l i t t l e  l i k e  The Las t  Redwoods, you'd t h i n k  
i t  was a  w i lde rnes s .  So I thought t h a t  was f i n e ,  and I a g ~ d e d  
wi th  Disney. I don ' t  remember i f  we had a  cab ine t  i s s u e  on 
t h a t  o r  n o t ,  bu t  t h i s  was j u s t  k ind  of a--I f e l t - - a  happy 
modi f ica t ion  of t h e  plan.  The cog ra i lway would have gone 
from--I f o r g e t  t h e  name of t h e  point--about halfway i n .  
Again, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  Disney wasn ' t  going t o  pu t  any money 
i n t o  i t .  So a f t e r  a  few weeks o r  months of p u b l i c i t y  t h e  
t h i n g  j u s t  d idn '  t f l y .  



Livermore: Then, t h e  one b i g  f i g h t  we had i n  t h e  cab ine t ,  and I remember 
t h i s  v i v i d l y ,  we i n h e r i t e d .  To backt rack  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  t h e  
Reagan admin i s t r a t i on  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of t h e  road i n  
t h e  s t a t e  highway system. I t ' s  a l i t t l e  l i k e  t h e  Minaret o r  
Por te rv i l le -Lone  Pine.  So t h e r e  i t  was, t h e r e  was no money f o r  
i t ,  but  it was the re .  And s o  I then ,  you might s ay ,  s e i zed  my 
opportunity--I wasn ' t  a lone  i n  t h i s ,  Assemblyman [Edwin L.] 
Z'berg, he was t h e  l ead  horse  on t h i s .  I s a i d ,  "Well,  look,  
i f  we agree  t h a t  t h e  cog rai lway i s  a good idea ,"  and t h i s  
seemed t o  me t o  have cons ide rab le  m e r i t ,  "we d o n ' t  need t h e  
road i n  t h e  s t a t e  highway system." T h a t ' s  when t h e  b i g  f i g h t  
developed. 

I remember I had a  kind of an anguished c a l l  from s l i m  
Davis,  who was then  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  head f o r  t h e  Fo res t  Se rv i ce ' s  
r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e ,  wi th  whom I ' d  sk ied  and was good f r i e n d s .  
"Ike," he s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  l i k e  t h i s  Z'berg l e g i s l a t i o n  a t  a l l . "  
The Z'berg l e g i s l a t i o n  was t o  t a k e  t h e  road out  of t h e  s t a t e  
highway system, which of course  would k i l l  a  good p a r t  of t h e  
p r o j e c t ,  bu t  I f e l t  t h a t  you cou ldn ' t  c a r r y  water  on bo th  
shoulders .  

Livermore: I f e l t  t h a t  i f  Disney had agreed t o  t h e  cog ra i lway (they had 
agreed,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  and they took some q u i t e  b ig  ads  on 
t h i s )  t h a t  t h a t  was f i n e .  We d i d n ' t  need t h e  road.  You could 
have t h e  small s e r v i c e  road t o  haul-- 

Lage : There ' s  a l ready  a  road, a  smal l  one-- 

Livermore: Oh, a l ready  a  road,  yes .  So t h e  p re sen t  road could be used 
f o r  g r o c e r i e s  and whatnot,  bu t  t h e  p u b l i c  would use  tZle cog 
rai lway.  Z'berg a l s o  se i zed  on t h i s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t  (he is  
now deceased bu t  he was a  good conservat ion-type assemblyman), 
and he in t roduced  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  road. The 
[ s t a t e  department o f ]  T ranspor t a t ion  was headed up by a  good 
f r i e n d  of mine but  a  tough an tagon i s t  sometimes, Frank Walton, 
who was Governor Reagan's s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Business and Transpor- 
t a t i o n .  They, of course ,  f e l t  t h a t  t h a t  was robbing t h e i r  
t e r r i t o r y ,  so  they wanted t h e  road a s  a  kind of a  backup. And 
I remember Slim Davis of t h e  Fo res t  Serv ice  c a l l e d  me and s a i d ,  
"Hey! What's a l l  t h i s  about your suppor t ing  t h e  Z'berg l e g i s -  
l a t i o n ? "  I s a i d ,  "Yes, I ' m  suppor t ing  i t ,"  I s a i d ,  " I ' m  f o r  
t he  cog ra i lway,  but  we don ' t  need both t h e  road and the  cog 
rai lway.  " 



Livermore: Mineral King came t o  a head i n  t h e  cab ine t ,  and I remember i t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  because i t  was t h e  only--I t h ink  i n  t h e  e i g h t  
years  I was i n  Sacramento--it was t h e  only cabinet  i s s u e  t h a t  
was decided on t h e  telephone. The governor was i n  Los Angeles 
f o r  some obviously very good reason, bu t  t h e r e  was a deadl ine  
coming up on t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and we had previous ly- - i t ' s  coming 
back t o  me now--we had a dinner--I th ink  i t  was f o r  B i l l  Clark, 
whom you've probably heard o f ,  who was leaving t h e  cabinet .  
He was appointed t o  the  bench. So we had a very p leasan t  going 
away d inner  f o r  him, and t h e  governor was the re ,  and t h e r e  were 
twenty o r  t h i r t y  people p l u s  the  cabinet  s e c r e t a r i e s .  

I remember Walton, who was a very eloquent  speaker and 
r e a l l y  q u i t e  a wonderful guy, cooked up a kind of a song about 
Mineral King t h a t  caught me completely by s u r p r i s e .  I was a b l e  
t o  r ebu t  him; I r e c i t e d  a s i l l y  poem, and I a l s o  sang a song of 
my own. Actual ly,  i t  was a S i e r r a  Club song; i t  was about 
'!Hector t h e  Garbage Col lec tor ."  I s t i l l  remember it. So anyway, 
i t  ended i n  a kind of a draw; a t  l e a s t  I f e l t  I held  my own-- 
and I f e l t ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i t  was kind of u n f a i r  of Walton t o  
b r ing  Mineral King i n t o  a going away d inner  f o r  Clark. 

Lage: So t h i s  must have been an i s s u e  where you r e a l l y  had your 
d iv i s ions .  

Livermore: Oh yes ,  we knew w e  were going t o  tangle .  Then, a s  I say,  t h e  
governor had t o  go away, and t h e r e  was a deadl ine .  So we 
gathered i n  Ed Meese's o f f i c e ,  I remember d i s t i n c t l y ,  and we 
gathered around a microphone. There was Meese and myself and 
Frank Walton, and J i m  Jenkins  who was then s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Health 
and Welfare, and two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  people. W e  argued t o  t h e  
governor through t h e  microphone, and Jenkins ,  I remember, s tuck  
with me, and I won. The governor endorsed t h e  withdrawal of t h e  
road. So t h a t  was t h e  end of Mineral King, a s  f a r  a s  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  goes. 

Lage : This  was no t  something t h a t  Molly [Sturges]  has. She could 
f ind  very l i t t l e  on t h e  Mineral King road. The few th ings  she  
found were no t  i n  your f i l e s  but i n  Business and Transpor ta t ion .  

When you would have t h e s e  disagreements on t h e  cab ine t  
l e v e l ,  what k inds  of arguments would you f i n d  appealed t o  
Governor Reagan? Do you know what h i s  dec i s ion  would be based 
on? How would you go about t r y i n g  t o  persuade him? 



Livermore: Well, we would argue. We'd pas s  t h e  j e l l y  beans around (which 
of course  have now been more thoroughly pub l i c i zed  s i n c e  h e ' s  
p r e s i d e n t ) .  We always had a  cab ine t  s e c r e t a r y .  I remember 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  days t h e  cab ine t  s e c r e t a r y ,  of which t h e r e  were 
s e v e r a l ,  used t o  t a k e  t e r r i b l y  voluminous n o t e s ,  and they 
f i n a l l y  got  too wordy, so  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was reached v e r b a l l y  and 
t h e  i s s u e s  were a l l  on one page. I ' m  s u r e  Molly has  many of 
them. I n  t h e  u s u a l  procedure,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e r e  would q u i t e  
o f t e n  be an e d i t i n g .  Some of t h e  b i g  decis ions--I  remember 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Dos Rios d e c i s i o n  was followed by a  p r e s s  
r e l e a s e ,  and t h e  wording of t h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  i n  t h a t  ca se  and 
o t h e r s  was almost more important  than  t h e  cab ine t  d e c i s i o n  
i t s e l f .  A s  you know, they 'd change a  few words. They d i d n ' t ,  
a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  have a  t a p e  r eco rde r .  

Of course,  from my p o i n t  of view--and I n o t i c e  t h i s  is t r u e  
on t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  l eve l - - there  were a  l o t  of i s s u e s  t h a t  were 
j u s t  d u l l  a s  d i shwater  t o  me f o r  t h e  simple reason t h a t  I was 
no t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  them, nor  concerned with them, nor  knowledge- 
a b l e  about them. But we d id  have t h i s  f i r m  agreement t o  a l l  
meet, which I t h i n k  was b a s i c a l l y  good. 

Lage : I f i n d  i f  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  persuade somebody I t r y  t o  t h i n k  what 
would appea l  t o  t h a t  person i n  making my argument. Now, how 
would you t r y  t o  pu t  your p o i n t  of view over? What k inds  of 
arguments would you t r y  t o  b r ing  t o  bea r?  

Livermore: Well,  f o r  one t h i n g ,  a s  I t h i n k  I ind ica t ed ,  i t  was always 
w r i t t e n  on paper a s  b r i e f l y  a s  poss ib l e ,  and I t h i n k  I would 
vary wi th  t h e  s u b j e c t .  I th ink  i n  t h e  case  of t h e  redwoods 
t h e r e ' s  no ques t ion  t h a t  t h e  governor had a  p r e d i l e c t i o n  toward 
t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were a l r eady  enough redwoods preserved ,  
and h e  had been thoroughly b r i e f e d  by t h e  lumber company types.  
He was not  t h a t  conversant  o r  i n  communication w i t h  t h e  con- 
s e r v a t i o n  types .  

I remember one time too ,  i n  some of t h e  e a r l y  redwood 
i s s u e s  when I was us ing  what persuas ion  I could,  t h a t  h e  s a i d ,  
"Oh boy, I s e e  you ' re  determined t o  r a i s e  my ad rena l in , "  I 
remember t h a t  phrase.  Because, a s  I say ,  i t  was k ind  of an 
e a r l y  thought.  I remember, f o r  no p a r t i c u l a r  reason ,  t l a t  Hugh 
Flournoy who d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  many cab ine t  meetings and was then  
t h e  s t a t e  conLrol le r  and q u i t e  powerful an2 l a t e r  was a  Repub- 
l i c a n  candida te  f o r  governor,  h e  c a l l e d  me r i g h t  a f te rwards  
and s a i d ,  "Ike, I r e a l l y  admired t h e  way you s tood up t o  t h e  
governor,  i n  e f f e c t ,  on t h i s  i s s u e .  " 

Lage: That was on t h e  redwoods? 



Livermore: That was on t h e  redwoods. But I c a n ' t  remember t h e  phraseology 
o r  anything,  except  I j u s t  s a i d ,  "Governor, I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  
what we should do," o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  So aga in ,  I don ' t  
remember any p a r t i c u l a r  t a c t i c s  o t h e r  than  no t  g e t t i n g  too  
exc i t ed .  And a s  I say ,  t h e  arguments were p re sen ted ,  sometimes 
wi th  a  backup. I remember another  thing-- this  i s  mechanical-- 
I don ' t  t h i n k  I eve r  f a i l e d  n o t  t o  i nc lude  t h e  whole i s s u e  on 
one page. Some of t h e  o t h e r  s e c r e t a r i e s  fudged on t h a t ,  which 
i s  sometimes very easy  t o  do, of course .  I would sometimes 
have e x h i b i t s  t h a t  I f e l t  were very important  because w e  were 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  do t h a t .  

Lage : Now would you w r i t e  your own i s s u e s ?  

Livermore: Not e n t i r e l y .  The i s s u e s  tapered  off  i n  numbers, a s  you might 
susp ic ion ,  a s  we kind of matured. The i s s u e  summaries came up 
t o  me from a  department,  and then I would e i t h e r  accept  them 
o r  r e j e c t  them and then  br ing  them t o  t h e  cab ine t .  And a c t u a l l y ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on some of t h e  water  i s s u e s ,  one of t h e  s t i c k y  
th ings  was whether o r  no t  I would permi t  a  department head under 
me t o  make a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  c a b i n e t  i n  disagreement w i th  
me, which happened a  few t i m e s .  

Lage : We'l l  be g e t t i n g  t o  t h a t .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  

Livermore: Yes, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  Dos Rios t h a t  was. But absent  a  t a p e  
on t h e s e  meet ings,  which of course  everybody h a s  t apes  nowadays, 
I don ' t  remember any q u i r k s  o r  t r i c k s .  I ' v e  t o l d  many people  
t h i s ;  one reason  t h a t  made t h e  c a b i n e t  meetings so  p l e a s a n t  
was t h a t  Reagan was j u s t  a marvelous s t o r y t e l l e r .  Not a t  every  
meeting, bu t  I have a  l i s t  of some of h i s  s to r i e s - - in  f a c t ,  I 
have a t a p e  on h i s  humor t h a t  you might be amused a t  be fo re  we 
g e t  through. 

Lage: A tape--? 

Livermore: The humor of Ronald Reagan, I have a  t a p e  I can p l ay  which I 
kept  i n s i s t i n g  we make, and o t h e r s  d id  too. I s a i d ,  "God, we 
ought t o  have some of t h e s e  jokes of t h e  governor 's on tape."  
I t h i n k  i t  was J i m  J enk ins ,  who I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  who 
c o l l e c t e d  seve ra l .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  a r e  twenty o r  t h i r t y  
of them. And 98 pe rcen t  of them were c l e a n  jokes ,  s o  many men's 
jokes,  of course,  a r e  of f -co lor ,  and t h e y ' r e  funny too,  p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  on t h e  pack t r i p s .  

But anyway, i t ' s  a  l i t t l e  o f f  t h e  s u b j e c t  except a l l  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  say  i s  t h a t  t h e  c a b i n e t  meetings were almost  always 
p l e a s a n t  p a r t l y  f o r  t h a t  reason. He's such a  personable ,  
wonderful ly  personable  guy. 



Lage : I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  on t h e  Mineral King, f o r  ins tance ,  why 
Frank Walton was so much i n  oppos i t ion  t o  you. I wonder what 
i t  was t h a t  made you win ou t  on t h a t  i s s u e ?  It might have been 
costs-- 

Livermore: Well, I th ink  I had l o g i c  on my s i d e .  I th ink  t h a t  was much 
more c l e a r  c u t  t han  some o the r  i s s u e s  and e a s i e r  t o  expla in .  
I j u s t  s a i d ,  "Well, look,  Disney has  agreed t o  t h e  cog r a i l r o a d .  
We have t h e  problem of t h e  widening road going through these  
v i r g i n  Gigantea. The road i s  t h e r e ;  they can s e r v i c e  the  smal l  
u n i t ,  and we j u s t  simply d o n ' t  need the  road." How my voice  
was i n f l e c t e d  o r  anything e l s e ,  I don ' t  know. You'd have t o  
ask t h e  now p res iden t  himself about t h e  performance a t  t h e  
e a r l i e r  going away d inne r ,  whether I won t h a t .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  

Lage : I d o n ' t  know i f  you remember t h e  t ape  they made r i g h t  a t  t h e  
end of t h e  Reagan admin i s t r a t ion ;  Molly S turges  and Ed Meese 
made a t ape  of t h e  cab ine t  o f f i c e r s .  I t ' s  very  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
They have a t r a n s c r i p t  of i t  over a t  our o f f i c e .  The f i n a l  
comment was, a f t e r  you gave your p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  "Well, t h a t  
j u s t  goes t o  show, t h e  sun never s e t s  on a Livermore argument.'' 
[ l augh te r ]  

Livermore: Oh, I do remember t h a t .  Tha t ' s  q u i t e  amusing. I th ink  t h a t  
may have been Walton. Yes, somebody coined t h a t  phrase .  Well, 
I guess what t h a t  says  i s  t h a t  I was p e r s i s t e n t Y L a n d  u n t i l  I 
was r e a l l y  knocked on t h e  head, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  Minaret 
road, I j u s t  kept  coming back and back and back. Sometimes 
t h e r e  would be  d e f e a t ,  bu t  you s o r t  of go around, t h e  barn a 
d i f f e r e n t  way, you know. And a l s o ,  f a c t s  evolve t h a t  change 
th ings .  I th ink  t h a t  was s a i d  p a r t l y  i n  j e s t .  But I th ink  
probably, I had more cab ine t  i s s u e s  than any o t h e r  s e c r e t a r y ,  
and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  any c r e d i t  t o  me. I th ink  i t  was 
p a r t l y  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and t h e  complexity of t h e  environmental 
movement. So Molly probably has t h a t ,  I don ' t  know i f  t h e r e ' s  
any po in t  of digging i n t o  i t .  

A l o t  of t h e  Heal th and Welfare i s s u e s  were very  wordy, 
s o  I don ' t  t h i n k  I probably took up--percentage-wise--maybe 
even a s  much a s  a f i f t h .  I f  you count Finance t h e r e  were, say,  
f i v e  cab ine t  o f f i c e r s .  But I was p e r s i s t e n t ,  I guess.  

Minaret Summit Road 

Lage : I thought we'd t u r n  t o  the  Minaret Summit road, which t i e s  i n  
wi th  t h e  Mineral  King road somewhat, and then t o  your long- 
s tanding  oppos i t ion  t o  roads i n  t h e  S i e r r a .  



Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore: 

Lage : 

Livermore: 

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Live rmo~e :  

Well t h a t ,  I guess  you'd have t o  say,  i s  my f a v o r i t e .  It was 
harder  t o  p u t  my p o i n t  over .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  no one in t h e  
cabine t  w i th  t h e  except ion  of myself,  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
wi lderness-or ien ted .  I t h i n k  t h a t  from t h e  governor  on down 
they were f i n e  people,  bu t  none of them were campers o r  even 
hun te r s ,  w i th  t h e  except ion  of Mike Deaver. Mike Deaver was 
a  hunter .  And s o  t h e  b i g  problem t h e r e  of course  was-- 

How about Reagan h imse l f ?  He's a  horseman, bu t  d i d  h e  g e t  
out--? 

Reagan's a  horseman, b u t  he  never  came on any of our  pack t r i p s ,  
which we i n v i t e d  him on. H e  d id ,  f r a n k l y  due t o  my persuas ion ,  
go t o  Mule Day one day. He was grand marshal of Mule Day i n  
Bishop. I can show you a  movie, i f  we have time, of t h e  pack 
t r i p  t h a t  my son Sam, whom you met yes t e rday ,  took u s  on a s  
packer and guide i n  Yosemite w i th  t h e  governor,  now p r e s i d e n t ,  
and Mrs. Reagan and "SkipperN--now t h e  dancer--and s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  cha rac t e r s .  Nancy Reynolds was t h e r e ;  you may have 
heard of he r .  So h e  c e r t a i n l y  l i k e s  t h e  out-of-doors, bu t  I 
th ink  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  camping t r i p  they 'd ever  been on. I 
got  t h a t  impression.  

So you took  him when he  was governor? 

Yes, I took him i n  ' 7 3 .  Apparently Reagan's son o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  
idea  of a  t r i p ,  and s o  I was asked by Mike Deaver [ t h i s  s o r t  of 
t h i n g  was s o r t  of i n  h i s  aeg i s )  t o  work up a  t r i p .  And I d i d ,  
very happ i ly ,  and then  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute they s a i d ,  "Well,  
of course  you and Dina a r e  going a long ,  a r e n ' t  you?'' I s a i d ,  
"Well, I didn 't t h i n k  we were. Th i s  is a family t r i p .  " It 
turned o u t  t h a t  they weren ' t  going t o  go u n l e s s  we went. So 
w e  d id .  

They wanted a  guide a l s o .  

Well,  uiy son was w e l l  a b l e  t o  guide them. He worked i n  Yosemite 
a s  a  guide and packer f o r  fou r  y e a r s ,  s o  they d idn ' t  r e a l l y  
need me and Dina a t  a l l .  But anyway, w e  went and i t  was-- 

Where d id  you go? 

We s t a r t e d  a t  a  p l a c e  c a l l e d  Muggler Meadow, and we went over  
what i s  c a l l e d  Chiqui to  Pass .  We were ou t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  
t h r e e  n i g h t s .  We camped a t  a  p l a c e  c a l l e d  Mono Meadows f o r  two 
n i g h t s ,  then  we took a  s i d e  t r i p  t o ,  I t h i n k  i t  was c a l l e d  
Breeze Lake, and then  our last  camp was on--I t h ink  i t  was Mono 
Creek. There ' s  s o  many Mono Creeks i n  t h e  mountains; I g e t  
them a l i t t l e  b i t  mixed up. But I remember t h e  t r i p  w i th  a  



ivermore: p a r t i c u l a r  p l easu re  a p a r t  from t h e  genera l  p l easu re ,  because 
I then  c o l l e c t e d  my l a s t  S i e r r a  pass .  I had boasted t h a t  I 
had been over  a l l  f i f t y  S i e r r a  pas ses  over 10,000 f e e t .  And 
t h e r e  was one t h a t  I had not  been over ,  which is  Fernandez 
Pass ,  which was an easy s i d e  t r i p  on our  t r i p ,  s o  I enjoyed 
t h a t .  

But anyway, g e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  Minarets  road, I ' d  say  
t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  preamble t h a t  none of t h e  cab ine t  were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi lderness-or ien ted .  The second th ing  i s  t h a t  
t h i s  road, of course,  had been on t h e  drawing boards f o r  a  long 
time and t h e  Transpor t a t ion  people were h e a r t i l y  i n  favor  of it. 
The t h i r d  major ques t ion  perhaps was, t h a t  they were s e l l i n g  i t  
no t  a s  a  t r ans -S ie r r a  road,  bu t  j u s t  t o  improve t h e  road t o  g e t  
i n t o  Red's Meadow--which i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  has  r e c e n t l y  more o r  l e s s  
happened. 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of t h e  argument I was a t  a  low enough 
ebb, you might say,  i n  terms of my argument t h a t  I ' d  s ay ,  "Well, 
look,  i f  t h e y ' l l  d i s a s s o c i a t e  t h e  road, t a k e  t h e  number o f f  i t ,  
t h e  t r ans -S ie r r a  number, wi thout  too much p l e a s u r e  I ' l l  go f o r  
t h a t . "  Because it is  t r u e - - i t ' s  a  l i t t l e  l i k e  Mineral  King-- 
t h e r e ' s  a  road t o  Red's Meadow. So I was on weak ground i f  a l l  
they were say ing  was t o  improve t h a t  road.  But they would 
never do t h a t  [ t a k e  t h e  t r a n s - S i e r r a  number o f f ] ;  they made a  
bad t a c t i c a l  e r r o r  from my p o i n t  of view. 

I had many meetings on i t .  Even be fo re  i t  got t o  t h e  
cab ine t ,  I went over  t h e  t o  T ranspor t a t ion  people.  And t h e  
reason,  I think-and you perhaps have t o  r e sea rch  t h i s  fur ther - -  
t h e  reason t h a t  they re fused  t o  t ake  i t  ou t  of t h e  highway 
number system was funding,  because i t  was through t h e  f e d e r a l  
system. They were pressed ,  of course ,  from t h e i r  s i d e .  

I remember t h i s  was one of t h e  ca ses  which wasn ' t  too  
unusual.  Th i s  was i n  e a r l y  '72  t h a t  t h i s  came t o  a  head. A t  
t h a t  t ime Ed Meese was t h e  prime organizer .  W e  used t o  q u i t e  
of'cen have b r e a k f a s t  meetings. I remember my w i f e  and I would 
have t o  g e t  up a t  4:00 a t  t h e  ranch t o  g e t  t o  an 8:00 b r e a k f a s t  
meeting i n  Sacramento. I f i n a l l y  got  through t o  Meese and 
o t h e r s  t he  importance of t h e  t r u e  concept.  They kep t  say ing ,  
'Well,  what 's  t h e  t roub le ,  Ike?  A l l  t h e y ' r e  going t o  do i s  
improve t h i s  road." And I kep t  say ing ,  "This i s  a long b a t t l e ,  
and t h i s  is  t h e  worm e n t e r i n g  t h e  app le  t o  go a l l  t h e  way 
across ."  I f i n a l l y  got  t h a t  ac ros s ,  and i t  f i n a l l y  l e d  t o  
cab ine t  i s s u e s .  I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  were t h a t  many i s s u e s  on 
i t  because I convinced t h e  group in fo rma l ly ,  then when we took 
i t  t o  t h e  cab ine t ,  t h e  governor went f o r  i t .  



Livermore: The t h i n g  g o t  very  h a i r y  though because--I f o r g e t  t h e  exac t  
sequence--but I remember t h e r e  w a s  a p u b l i c  hear ing .  Well, 
f i r s t  of a l l ,  I w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  address  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  group 
i n  San Franc isco ,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  and from my p o i n t  of view 
they were l i k e  lambs taken t o  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  because they gave 
m e  j u e t  a marvelous forum t o  j u s t  g ive  h e l l  on t h i s  road program. 
And they were r a t h e r  s t a r t l e d ,  I t h i n k  they  even kind of laughed 
a t  it. Then t h e r e  w a s  a b i g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  i n  Mammoth--oh, I 
f o r g o t  a very important  th ing .  There w a s  an e a r l i e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
I t h i n k  i n  about  '68, t o  p l a c e  t h e  road i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  highway 
system. 

Lage: Didn ' t  you g e t  Reagan t o  oppose t h a t ?  It seems l i k e  h e  made 
a  s ta tement  s h o r t l y  a f te r - -?  

Livermore: I t h i n k  I d id .  The argument then ,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  w a s  e a s i e r  
and mostly economic. I simply s a i d ,  "Well, t h i s  i s  a crazy  
road. It may be  b u i l t  someday, b u t  f o r  God's sake  t h e  s t a t e  
doesn ' t  need t o  b u i l d  t h i s  road. There ' s  no reason  f o r  it." 
This  w a s  q u i t e  a b a t t l e ,  and t h e r e  w a s  an Assemblyman [Ernes t ]  
Mobley, who w a s  very  much i n  f avo r  of t h e  road. Th i s  w a s  j u s t  
a s t a t e  d e c i s i o n ,  so  Congress d i d n ' t  g e t  involved. And t h a t  
must have been i n  about '68 t h a t  I t e s t i f i e d .  

Lage : And t h e r e  aga in  you were opposing t h e  Business  and Transporta-  
t i o n  Agency? 

Livermore: Exac t ly ,  yes .  But t h a t  b a t t l e  wasn ' t  t h a t  f i e r c e .  A s  I r e c a l l  
i t ,  I t h i n k  t h e i r  gene ra l  f e e l i n g  w a s ,  "It 's no s k i n  o f f  our  
back. I t ' l l  be t h i r t y  y e a r s  be fo re  t h i s  road i s  b u i l t  anyway, 
so w e  won't f i g h t  I k e  too  hard on t h a t  one." But t h e r e  was 
q u i t e  h o t  tes t imony,  mainly by t h i s  assemblyman who w a s  a  
Republican assemblyman. That must have been i n  '67 o r  '68, s o  
I won t h a t  b a t t l e ,  you might say.  

Lage: And then t h e  nex t  t h i n g  my n o t e s  show i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a j o i n t  
committee of Resources and Business  and Transpor ta t ion .  I n  
'69 ~ o u  and Gordon Luce reaf f i rmed t h i s  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  road. 

Livermore: That sounds r i g h t ,  y e s ,  t o  i n c l u s i o n  of i t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  highway 
system. 

Lage : Right .  

Livermore: Oh, you mentioned a  very  important  t h i n g ,  and t h i s  i s n ' t  on 
your l is t  e i t h e r .  One of t h e  b i g ,  e a r l y  b a t t l e s  w e  had w a s  
about  a t h i n g  c a l l e d  t h e  " r ebu t t ab l e  presumption." This  d a t e s  
t o  be fo re  we went t o  Sacramento and goes way back. The S t a t e  
Highway Commission i s  t h e  advisory  board t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of 



Livermore: Business and Transpor ta t ion .  The f i r s t  Reagan Transpor t a t ion  
and Business  s e c r e t a r y  was Gordon Luce, then  J i m  H a l l ,  and l a t e r  
Frank Walton. When push came t o  shove, t h e  s t a t e  highway 
department--now i t1 sCa l t r ans - - cou ld  go anywhere they  wanted. 
They could b l a s t  roads r i g h t  through a s t a t e  park.  And I t h i n k  
aga in  i t  was Z'berg o r  someone who endorsed l e g i s l a t i o n  say ing ,  
"This i s n ' t  f a i r ;  t h i s  i s n ' t  r i g h t . "  So aga in  we won t h a t  
cab ine t  i s s u e ,  and t h e  " r ebu t t ab l e  presumption" provided simply 
t h a t  parks.  and highways a r e  even. It meant t h a t  parks  were 
j u s t  a s  equal  be fo re  t h e  law and t h a t  t h e r e  might be cases  
where highways could go, but  they had t o  go t o  c o u r t ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l  it. The way i t  was before ,  t h e  park  people j u s t  r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  have any say.  

Lage : Was t h i s  a l e g i s l a t i v e  change? 

Livermore: Yes, t h i s  was a l e g i s l a t i v e  change, I th ink ,  bu t  I wouldn't  be 
too  c l e a r  about i t .  Th i s  l e d  t o  t h e  t h i n g  which was my 
i n i t i a t i v e ,  f r a n k l y ,  t h e  Resources-Transportation Committee. 
Because we had a l o t  of t h ings  t o  t a l k  about a l l  t h e  time, t h i s  
was a l i t t l e  b i t  a k i n  t o  t h e  subcabinet  t h i n g s  you now hea r  
about i n  Washington where t h e  most a f f e c t e d  groups t r y  t o  i r o n  
out  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  With Luce, i n  f a c t  wi th  a l l  t h e  t r ans -  
p o r t a t i o n  s e c r e t a r i e s  u n t i l  Walton and t h e  Minaret and Mineral 
King i s s u e s ,  we r e a l l y  d i d  an awful l o t  of good. It stemmed 
from t h i s  " r ebu t t ab l e  presumption." We'd sit down i n  advance 
and say,  "Now, look,  what a r e  your road p l a n s  h e r e  and t h e r e  
and could we change t h e  r o u t e ,  o r  could we modify t h i s  road 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  along t h e  coas t , "  and so  f o r t h .  

Your informat ion  is more up t o  d a t e  than  mine. I b e l i e v e  
i t  was '69 t h a t  t h e  proposed Minaret road w a s  f i n a l l y  taken 
out  of t h e  s t a t e  highway system. Then, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i t  was 
quiescent  f o r  a couple of yea r s .  It was out  of t h e  s t a t e  high- 
way system, bu t  i t  was c o n s t a n t l y  i n  t h e  back of my mind. 
( I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I don't  know i f  I mentioned t h e  f i r s t  t ime I was 
ever  i n  t h e r e ,  which was back i n  1929 on my f i r s t  b i g  pack t r i p  
when t h e  road was f i r s t  b u i l t  i n t o  Red's Meadow.) 

Anyway, t h e  t h i n g  was simmering a t  t h e  Washington l e v e l ,  
and then  t h e r e  was t h i s  t a l k  I mentioned which must have been 
i n  l a t e  '70. Then Congressman S i sk  from Fresno w a s  very 
powerful,  and he was aided and a b e t t e d  by a Congressman [John J . ]  
McFall. S i s k  r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d ,  and I t h i n k  McFall was defea ted  
f o r  r e - e l ec t ion .  Anyway, t h e i r  main cons t i t uency  was i n  Fresno,  
and they were very much i n  favor  of t h i s  road. So when push 
came t o  shove l a t e r ,  when i t  f i n a l l y  had oozed up t o  t h e  
cabinet--and I mentioned t h e  b r e a k f a s t  meetings and so forth-- 
a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  they had two m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t o  widen t h i s  
road, and they a c t u a l l y  had t h e  s t a k e s  d r iven  i n  t h e  s i d e  of 
t h e  h i l l .  



Lage: Was t h i s  t h e  Fo res t  Serv ice?  

Livermore: Yes, it was t h e  Fores t  Se rv i ce  i n  cahoots  w i t h  t h e  Federa l  
Highway Administrat ion.  They had, and I ' v e  o f t e n  been cu r ious  
a s  t o  whether i t  s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  b u t  they had a very cozy, th ree-  
man committee, which may s t i l l  e x i s t .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i t  
cons i s t ed  of t h e  s t a t e  s e c r e t a r y  of Business  and Transpor t a t ion ,  
h i s  f e d e r a l  counterpart--I  wish I could remember t h a t  guy 's  
name--and then  t h e r e  was a t h i r d  person--I d o n ' t  remember i f  i t  
was Fores t  Se rv i ce  o r  who it  was. But anyway, they had some- 
th ing  l i k e  f o u r  o r  f i v e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a y e a r  t o  p lay  wi th  
a l l  over  t h e  s t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn i a .  They were c a l l e d  an FAS, a s  
I r e c a l l  i t ,  a Fede ra l ly  Ass i s t ed  Highway System. That was 
most of t h e  funding behind t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

Lage : And t h i s  was t o  improve t h e  Red's  Meadows road? 

Livermore: Y e s ,  b u t  always, you see, t h e  c ros s -S ie r r a  road i s  inching  
along.  The road now i s  going t o  Gran i t e  Creek on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
so  t h e r e ' s  only about  a f o u r t e e n  mi l e  gap between t h e r e  and 
Red's Meadow. I t ' s  much e a s i e r  road cons t ruc t ion  from t h e  Bass 
Lake s i d e ,  so  i t ' s  been snaking along through t h i s  same country 
where I took t h e  governor (over Chiqui to Pas s ) .  It is  paved, 
and i t ' s  r i g h t  up t o  t h e  b r i n k  of t h e  no r th  f o r k  gorge--north 
f o r k  of t h e  San Joaquin River .  The e a s t  s i d e  was p o l i t i c a l l y  
f a r t h e r  away and more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  cons t ruc t ion  and s o  f o r t h ,  
so they tended, you see ,  t o  work from t h e  west  s i d e  u n t i l  they 
h i t  t h i s  gorge. 

Anyway, i t  came t o  a head i n  t h e  cab ine t ,  I ' m  guess ing  
about e a r l y  ' 72 .  The cab ine t  decided;  I ' d  have t o  check t h e  
record of t h e  a c t u a l  d a t e .  

Lage: Decided i n  your f avo r?  

Livermore: Decided t o  n o t  permit  t h i s  c o n t r a c t  t o  go through. They were 
cons t an t ly  running up a g a i n s t  Congressmen S i sk  and Biz Johnson, 
who was very powerful,  and McFall. S i sk  was on t h e  Ways and 
Means Committee, and McFall was on t h e  committee t h a t  c o n t r o l l e d  
t h e  f inanc ing .  And i t  got  s o  t h a t  McFall t h rea t ened  t o  c u t  ou t  
a l l  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  funding i f  he  cou ldn ' t  g e t  t h i s  road. And 
s o  i t  was r e a l l y  tough, b u t  t h e  governor decided and was w i t h  m e .  

I remember a t  a given po in t  one of t h e  proudes t  l e t t e r s  I 
wrote  f o r  t h e  governor--he s igned  it--was i n  answer t o ,  I t h i n k ,  
Biz Johnson; I ' v e  g o t  i t  somewhere i n  t h e  f i l e s .  It was very 
s i m i l a r  t o  what I wrote  t o  Doug Le i sz  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  
i n  t h e  [San Franc isco]  Chronicle .  Le isz ,  who was a C a l i f o r n i a  
r e g i o n a l  f o r e s t e r ,  s a i d  i n  e f f e c t ,  "Well, I ke  Livermore, what ' s  



Livermore: t h e  problem? A l l  we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  improve t h e  road t o  
Red's  Meadow," which i s  a  g r e a t  plum t o  t h e  Fores t  Se rv i ce ;  
they l a t e r  spen t  a  r i d i c u l o u s  amount of money t h e r e .  

Anyway, t h e  cab ine t  dec i s ion ,  I ' m  j u s t  r e c o l l e c t i n g ,  was 
made e a r l y  t h a t  sp r ing ,  maybe A p r i l  o r  May. I then had a  major 
mechanical problem, pe r sona l ly ,  because I was dying t o  go t o  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  environmental conference i n  Stockholm. I thought 
i t  would be a  f a s c i n a t i n g  th ing ,  and I f e l t  t h a t  we had t h i s  
reasonably under c o n t r o l ,  so I pu l l ed  what s t r i n g s  I could. 
I was one of only two s t a t e  d e l e g a t e s  on t h a t  t h ing ,  and my 
wife and I were over  t h e r e  i n  Scandinavia  f o r  about s i x  weeks. 
Well, t h e  reason  I mentioned t h a t  is when t h e  t h i n g  a l l  came 
t o  a  cl imax and t h e  governor took t h e  b i g  p r e s s  conference and 
rode i n  and d id  a l l  t h e  b i g  f i reworks ,  I wasn ' t  t he re .  I d id  
no t  g e t  t o  go on t h a t  g r e a t  horseback t r i p .  This  i s  a l s o  how 
I missed out  w i th  [ I n t e r i o r  Sec re t a ry  Walter]  Hickel  on t h e  
redwoods ded ica t ion ,  f o r  a  d i f f e r e n t  reason.  So anyway, those  
two b i g  t h i n g s  I d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  on. 

Lage : Wasn't t h e r e  a l s o  some n e g o t i a t i o n  wi th  Nixon, because he  was 
t h e  one who f ina l ly- -?  

Livermore: You're a b s o l u t e l y  r i g h t .  This  was, I t h i n k ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  I went 
t o  Stockholm. Due t o  t h e  power of S i s k  and McFall, we had t o  
go t o  Cap Weinberger, who i n  t u r n  went t o  Nixon, and a t  a  key 
time Nixon s e n t  t h e  te legram. It seems t o  m e ,  Reagan and 
perhaps myself deserve  t h e  t r ench - f igh t ing  c r e d i t ,  bu t  t h e  power 
d i d  come from Nixon. I might have mentioned t h a t  yes t e rday ,  bu t  
I t a l k e d  long enough, I ' m  su re ,  a s  i t  was. Th i s  was one of t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  happened dur ing  t h e  Nixon and Ford admin i s t r a t i ons .  
On t h e  vo t ing  record  on most conserva t ion  measures, of course,  
t h e  Republicans a r e  r a t h e r  f e e b l e ,  bu t  on a  l o t  of t h e s e  b i g  
th ings ,  they ' r e  good. 

Lage: You probably weren ' t  i n  on those  negot ia t ions- -  

Livermore: With Weinberger? 

Lage : Yes. Was i t  more o r  l e s s  a--? 

Livermore: Well, ye s ,  I remember w r i t i n g  t o  [ f e d e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  of Trans- 
p o r t a t i o n  John] Volpe who was Walton's coun te rpa r t .  

Anyway, t h e  cab ine t  decided t h a t ,  and so wi th  t h e  he lp  of 
t h e  governor and Cap Weinberger and r i g h t  up t o  Nixon--I t h ink  
I have i n  my f i l e s  a  te legram, i t  seems t o  me, s igned by Nixon-- 
we knocked t h e  whole t h i n g  i n  t h e  head. Then, a s  I say t h i s  is 
a  major disappointment t h a t  I cou ldn ' t  be i n  two p laces .  They 



Livermore: planned t h i s  b i g  huzzah, which cons i s t ed  of f l y i n g  r e p o r t e r s  
i n  and s o  f o r t h ,  and t h e  governor rode a h o r s e  up onto t h e  
h i l l ,  and they  had a p r e s s  conference and s o  f o r t h .  Ed Wayburn 
was t h e r e ;  I was n o t  t he re .  - 
!I !I 

Livermore: There ' s  an  amusing sequel  i n  t h a t  due, f r ank ly ,  I t h i n k ,  l a r g e l y  
t o  my persuas ion .  They wanted t o  make a b i g  t h i n g  of t h i s .  It 
was a very symbolic t h i n g ,  I t h i n k ,  ranking r i g h t  up wi th  t h e  
Dos Rios and t h e  redwoods and t h e  Southern Crossing and Mineral 
King. Someone leaked t h e  news i n  Sacramento so  a l l  t h e s e  
reporters--a  l o t  of them, of course ,  were j u s t  c i t y  s l i c k e r  
types--and a l o t  of them had s o r e  t a i l s  from r i d i n g .  A l o t  
of them had spent  t h e  n i g h t  o u t ,  you know, and were s l eep ing  
on rocks--and they went through a l l  t h i s  b i g  hocus-pocus. They 
hauled t h e  TV up on t h e  h i l l .  The governor gave h i s  speech; he  
had a map t h e r e  and something. ( I ' v e  o f t e n  wanted t o  s ee  i t  
again.  There i s  a video t a p e  on t h i s ,  I saw i t  once. It i s n ' t  
t h a t  good, bu t  I want t o  t r y  and t r a c e  i t  down. I th ink  i t ' s  
s t i l l  i n  Sacramento.) They go t  o f f  t h e i r  ho r se s  and got  i n t o  
t h e  a i r p l a n e ,  and when they  go t  back t o  Sacramento, someone had 
leaked t h e  whole s t o r y .  The r e p o r t e r s  were j u s t  f u r i o u s ,  I 
understand.  A s  I say ,  I was i n  Stockholm, but  I do remember 
some long  d i s t a n c e  c a l l s  w i t h  very  poor Swedish te lephones ,  
keeping me informed of t h i s .  My deputy a t  t h a t  t i m e  was Ford B. 
Ford, j u s t  a wonderful guy; h e ' s  back i n  Washington now. H e ' s  
been appointed by P res iden t  Reagan--he's i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of 
Surface  Mining, of a l l  s t r a n g e  th ings .  But h e ' s  t h e  one, i n  
my absence, t h a t  engaged t h e  pack t r a i n  and a l l  t h i s  kind of 
bus iness  . 

Lage : And Reagan even proposed c l o s i n g  t h e  c o r r i d o r ,  and t h a t  was 
p a r t  of i t .  

Livermore: Oh s u r e ,  t h a t  was p a r t  of i t .  Shor t ly  a f t e r  that--I  c a n ' t  
remember i f  i t  w a s  be fo re  t h e  pack t r i p  o r  not--we had a very 
angry l e t t e r  from Congressman Johnson, who was very mad about 
t h e  whole th ing .  H i s  ang le  w a s  he  was very  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Fores t  
Serv ice ,  and h e  aga in ,  used t h e  o l d  argument, "Why 'd you k i l l  
t h i s ?  A l l  we want t o  do i s  go t o  Red's Meadow." So I composed 
f o r  t h e  governor and he  s igned i t ,  one of t h e  most memorable 
l e t t e r s  I t h i n k  I wrote.  It i n  e f f e c t  s a i d ,  s igned by t h e  
governor,  why he d id  t h i s ,  and i t  was pro-wilderness.  

Lage : Did Reagan respond t o  t h e  wi lde rnes s  argument i n  kind of a 
pure  form, n o t  t h e  economic a s p e c t s ?  

Livermore: Well,  I t h i n k  t h i s  l e t t e r  d id ,  yes .  He signed t h e  l e t t e r ,  and 
who can say whether h i s  judgment was p o l i t i c a l  o r  genuine? A s  
I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  h e  himself  was i n c l i n e d  t o  be a 



Livermore: p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  w i lde rnes s  person. What I pointed 
ou t  was t h a t  this--which s t i l l ,  a s  you know, h a s n ' t  been ac ted  
on--is t h e  b igges t  cont iguous wi lderness  a r e a  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  acreage-wise, count ing from Tioga t o  Walker Passes .  
It i s  unquest ionably t h e  f i n e s t ,  i n  terms of John Muir 's  scenery.  
You know--what d id  h e  c a l l  i t ? - - the  most d i v i n e  of a l l  t h e  
mouncain ranges i n  t h e  world? Reagan sensed t h a t ,  and I t h i n k  
he  l o v e s  t o  r i d e ,  and he  was e n t h u s i a s t i c .  He d i d n ' t  e d i t  one 
word ou t  of t h i s  l e t t e r .  I th ink  t h a t  t h i n g s  have tapered  o f f  
a  l i t t l e  b i t  s i n c e ,  which i s  another  s u b j e c t .  

I should add one th ing ,  and I t h i n k  i t ' s  perhaps c e r t a i n l y  
sen t imen ta l ly  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and i t s  one reason  I ' v e  been so 
voc i fe rous  about t h i s  through t h e  years .  Did I t e l l  you about 
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I went t h e r e ?  

Lage : You d i d n ' t ;  you j u s t  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t .  

Livermore: Well, t h e  s t o r y  was t h a t  dur ing  my second yea r  packing, which 
was 1930 when I was n ine t een  y e a r s  old--having worked t h e  
previous summer i n  t h e  pack t r a i n  but  no t  going very far-- 
ano the r  g r e a t  o ld  guy (Mon Griggs) and I had t h i s  p a r t y  where 
we deadheaded from Three Rivers  a l l  t h e  way t o  Yosemite through 
t h e  f o o t h i l l s .  Then we took fou r  people t h e  whole l e n g t h  of 
t h e  IIuir T r a i l .  About our  f i f t h  day o u t  from Yosemite we had 
camped a t  a  p l a c e  c a l l e d  Seventy-seven Cor ra l ,  which was a  kind 
of a  bum camp. The s t o c k  was s c a t t e r e d ,  and we g o t  a  r a t h e r  
l a t e  s t a r t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  Frank Eggers,  who I ' m  s u r e  i s  now 
dead--there were j u s t  two of u s  packing, and he was t h e  head 
packer--he s a i d ,  "Well, Ike ,  t h i s  has  been a  kind of a  tough 
day, bu t  w e ' l l  end up ton igh t  i n  t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  camp i n  t h e  
whole mountains." But when we go t  i n t o  camp t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e r e  
were automobiles! It was j u s t  l i k e  a  s t a b  i n  t h e  h e a r t  you 
know. It was t h e  year  t h e  road was j u s t  b u i l t .  

Lage: I n t o  Red's Meadow? 

Livermore: I n t o  Red's Meadow. Frank hadn ' t  known i t .  Sorry,  I g o t  a  
l i t t l e  emotional t h e r e  b u t  i t  was r e a l l y ,  you know, we were 
t o l d  about t h i s  g r e a t  Shangri-la p lace .  It was c a l l e d ,  I guess ,  
Pumice F l a t s ,  and we came around t h e  l a s t  t u r n ,  and t h e r e  were 
t h e s e  damned automobiles .  It was dramat ic ,  so I s a i d  t o  myself 
then ,  "Well, i f  I could eve r  s top  t h i s  road going any f u r t h e r ,  
I ' l l  do it." Because i t  i s  a  symbol, you know, i t ' s  t h e  whole 
l eng th  of t h e  S i e r r a ,  and un fo r tuna te ly  i t ' s  t h e  lowest  pass .  
And t h e  road was b u i l t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t o  a  mining claim,  
t h a t ' s  what I mentioned yes te rday .  I t 's  a cher ry  stem--I 
l i k e  t h a t  phrase  which is a new one t o  me--or a  road p e n e t r a t i n g  
an  o therwise  r o a d l e s s  a r e a .  



Livermore: Someday, maybe, i f  t h e  w i lde rnes s  movement cont inues  they 
w i l l  t a k e  t h a t  road o u t  of t he re .  But now t h e  Fores t  Se rv i ce  
has  put  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  I t h i n k ,  i n  a sewer system t h e r e .  
I ' m  t o l d  they even have t o  h e a t  i t  i n  t h e  win te r t ime  t o  keep 
i t  from f r e e z i n g ,  and nobody's i n  t h e r e  i n  t h e  winter t ime.  
Anyway, t h a t  was t h e  beginning of my f e e l i n g  f o r  s topping  t h e  
road, because i t  was a shock, a r e a l  shock. 

Lage : And w a s  i t  a l s o  a shock t o  Frank? 

Livermore: Oh, y e s  i t  was, b u t  I don ' t  remember h i s  r e a c t i o n .  H e  w a s  a 
good, tough, old-time packer ,  and I guess  w e  were both  s o  busy 
a t  t h a t  time--sort of s e t t l i n g  camp--I d o n ' t  remember any g r e a t  
anguish. W e l l ,  I do remember t h i s ,  now t h a t  you mention i t:  
due t o  t h e  blankety-blank automobiles we had t o  move down t h e  
c reek  a ways t o  g e t  away from them. Of course ,  t h e r e  a r e  two 
s i d e s  t o  t h i s  ques t ion ;  t h e  automobiles probably thought it 
was g r e a t .  

But I remember an amusing i n c i d e n t ;  i t  could have been a 
very s e r i o u s  th ing .  The very  next  day we had a layover  day, 
and I went f i s h i n g ,  which is  a p r i v i l e g e  f o r  a young packer.  
I crossed t h e  San Joaquin wi th  my f i s h  rod ,  and I u s u a l l y  went 
f i s h i n g  w i t h  j u s t  t e n n i s  shoes.  So I f i s h e d  downstream on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  s t ream f o r  maybe a q u a r t e r  o r  a h a i f  a mile.  
And it was l a t e  i n  t h e  day, I ' d  had some chores ,  so I, of 
course ,  wanted t o  g e t  back t o  camp. And t h e  s t ream was q u i t e  
f u l l  then ,  I guess i t  w a s  e a r l y  J u l y ,  and I d i d n ' t  want t o  g e t  
wet. So I went down t o  a kind of a narrow p l a c e ,  I guess  i t  
wasn' t much wider than from m e  t o  your bag t h e r e  on t h e  couch, 
bu t  i t  w a s  s lop ing  l i k e  t h i s  [ g e s t u r e s  w i th  h i s  hand] and I 
debated. You know, e i t h e r  I walk maybe t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  of an  
hour back t o  camp, o r  i f  I can g e t  a c r o s s  h e r e ,  i t ' l l  j u s t  
be t e n  minutes.  The rocks  i n  a c reek  have a kind of a mois ture  
p o i n t  above where t h e  w a t e r ' s  a c t u a l l y  running, and I c r e p t  
j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t oo  c l o s e ,  and I f e l l  i n ,  and I went over  a 
w a t e r f a l l .  It j u s t  scared  t h e  d e v i l  ou t  of m e ,  and I l o s t  a 
l i t t l e  camper I had, and I l o s t  my f i s h i n g  rod, and I l o s t  my 
h a t .  I went down t h e  r i v e r ,  and, of course ,  I was then  a b l e  
t o  crawl ou t .  I ' v e  o f t e n  wanted t o  go back t o  cha t  pool.  
I ' m  s u r e  I could f i n d  i t  u n l e s s  t h e  s t ream has  changed. And 
I rode t h e  whole r e s t  of t h e  Muir t r a i l  without  a sombrero 
which w a s  very bad f o r  my een and n o t  so  good f o r  my sunburn 
e i t h e r .  But I remember those  two t h i n g s  toge the r ,  one t h e  
automobiles and two f a l l i n g  over  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  



Fores t  P r a c t i c e s  and t h e  Lumber ~ndus t ry i / i /  

[ In t e rv i ew 3: October 19 ,  19811 

Lage : Today is  October 19, 1981, and t h i s  i s  our  t h i r d  in te rv iew.  
W e  were t a l k i n g  about f o r e s t  and wi lde rnes s  l a s t  time, s o  
l e t ' s  f i n i s h  t h a t  a r e a  up and t a l k  about t h e  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  
a c t s .  

Livermore: Well, t h a t ' s  q u i t e  a  s u b j e c t .  I remember i t  v i v i d l y .  When I 
f i r s t  went aboard i n  Sacramento, and I s t i l l  have t h e  p r e s s  
c l i p s ,  I was asked, of course,  about t h e  redwood pa rk  and a l s o  
very soon a f t e r  t h a t  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  about  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s .  
I remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i v i d l y  because I s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  needed a  good k i c k  i n  t h e  pan t s ,  and i t  came o u t  i n  
t h e  p r e s s  t h a t  I was going back t o  my o f f i c e ,  which was i n  t h e  
P a c i f i c  Lumber Company, and k i c k  my former boss  i n  t h e  pants .  

Lage : Did t h a t  come ou t  a s  a  quote? 

Livermore: It came ou t  a s  a  quote,  I th ink .  I th ink  I s t i l l  have i t  some- 
where. So t h e  amusing th ing ,  i f  you want t o  c a l l  i t  t h a t ,  i s  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between them and - him. And of course,  t h i s  is 
a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  world, and l u c k i l y  h e  was good- 
na tured  about it--young Stan  Murphy, who is s i n c e  deceased. 
And I pointed o u t  t h a t  I d id  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was - him t h a t  
should be  kicked i n  t h e  pan t s ,  i t  was - them. 

Lage: You mean t h e  indus t ry  a s  a  whole? 

Livermore: The i n d u s t r y  a s  a  whole, and t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  I used,  which 
was a  man from t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber Company, s t a r t e d  me o f f ,  
s h a l l  we say ,  on a  few sparks .  He was t h e  former gene ra l  
manager of t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber Company, a  man I knew very  w e l l  
( a l s o  now deceased) named Gordon Manary, who was a  g r e a t  
cha rac t e r .  He was t h e  chairman of t h e  North Coast F o r e s t  
P r a c t i c e  Committee, o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  and he  boasted 
w i t h i n  t h e  company t h a t  he hadn ' t  c a l l e d  a m e e t i n g  f o r  t h r e e  
years .  So t h a t  was my f i r s t  t a n g l e ,  you might say ,  w i th  t h e  
indus t ry  on f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s .  Because I f e l t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  my new p o s i t i o n  i.3 Sacramento, t h a t  t h a t  was a  p r e t t y  bad 
performance. That whether they l i k e  i t  o r  no t ,  t h e r e  was a 
l o t  of c r i t i c i s m ,  of course.  

Lage : Was h e  on t h e  s ta te - -?  



Livermore: He was chairman of a  d i s t r i c t  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  committee. They 
s t i l l  have these  f o r e s t  d i s t r i c t s - - I  c a n ' t  remember now whether 
t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  o r  fou r  o r  five--and every d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
had then,  and I b e l i e v e  s t i l l  has ,  a  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  committee. 
It was t h e i r  func t ion  t o  have occas iona l  meetings and t o  d i s c u s s  
and t o  implement f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s .  But i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ca se  
he  j u s t  laughed a t  i t ,  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  w a s  my impression.  And s o  
I f e l t  t h a t  was bad because a long  wi th  t h e  redwood park  t h e r e  
were a  l o t  of t a l k s  about  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  and I d o n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  y e a r  o r  
d a t e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  Fo res t  P r a c t i c e  Improvement Act came up and 
went through t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I f e l t  t h a t  i t  w a s  important  
enough t h a t  I should pe r sona l ly  t e s t i f y ,  which I d i d n ' t  normally 
do. You're s o  busy a s  a  s e c r e t a r y  t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  Sacramento, 
t h a t  w a s  n o t  our  po l i cy .  Usual ly we'd have a  deputy o r  someone, 
o r  a department head t e s t i f y ,  bu t  I remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
because i t  w a s  my f i r s t  exper ience  of a c t i o n  taken be fo re  a  
hear ing .  

I have somewhere, I th ink ,  my tes t imony.  Th i s  w a s  f o r  a  
s t i f f e n i n g  of t h e  Fo res t  P r a c t i c e  Act. Th i s  must have been i n  
maybe 1967, a long  about t h e  same e r a  a s  t h e  f i r s t  Minaret  road 
hear ing .  Some good f r i e n d s  of mine who were i n  t h e  indus t ry  
were s i t t i n g  r i g h t  behind me.  We were good-naturedly f r i e n d l y  
bu t  on complete oppos i t e  s i d e s .  The chairman of t h e  committee 
was Senator  [Randolph] C o l l i e r  who was a  c r u s t y  o ld  fe l low.  
The th ing  obviously had been long set up i n  advance t o  a c t u a l l y  
shoot  down my recommendations, which were t o  ag ree  wi th  t h i s  
gene ra l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  behind m e  
t hese  f e l l ows  sat and they handed m e  a  thing--I 've go t  i t  h e r e  
somewhere. I t ' s  a quote  t h a t ' s  q u i t e  widely c i r c u l a t e d .  It 
goes something l i k e  t h i s :  "You are a f i n e  f e l l ow,  and w e  l o v e  
you i n  every way. You command our  r e s p e c t  and a f f e c t i o n  and 
our  understanding.  Only i t ' s  too  bad t h a t  you ' r e  such a  God 
damned son-of-a-bitch." [ l a u g h t e r ]  They handed me t h i s  j u s t  
be fo re  I was t o  t e s t i f y ,  so  t h a t  was my f i r s t  experience.  

Lage : NOW, you say  t h a t  i t  was set up i n  advance t h a t  your recommenda- 
t i o n s  would n o t  be  ac t ed  upon favorably?  1 

Livermore: Well, t h e  t imber l o b b y i s t s  and o t h e r s  had gone t o  t h e  committee 
and th: t h i n g  was a l l  p a t ,  and they  voted down t h e  e f f o r t .  And 
I remember I had some t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t  t h e r e  too.  Because 
a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h e  Div is ion  of Fo res t ry ,  which is  t h e  second 
b igges t  u n i t  i n  t h e  Resource Agency which I headed, was p r e t t y  
r e l u c t a n t  about t h i s .  They w e r e  p r e t t y  much c a p t i v e s  of t h e  
t imber i ndus t ry ,  which of course  I understood.  So aga in ,  I ' d  
have t o  check t h e  r eco rds  a s  t o  what happened, b u t  t-here w a s  
t h i s  long sequence of events .  



Livermore: Because I supported t h i s  s t i f f e n i n g  of t h e  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s ,  
I had some very b i t t e r  l e t t e r s  from t h e  indus t ry .  One of them 
I can remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  was from a  member of t h e  Board of 
Fo res t ry ,  Ray Crane, whom I l a t e r  got  f r i e n d l y  wi th .  He wrote 
a  l e t t e r ,  which I may have i n  t h e  f i l e s  somewhere, a long t h e  
l i n e s  of c o n f i s c a t i n g  p r i v a t e  proper ty .  Of course,  t h a t ' s  t h e  
b i g  rub, you know. "Why should government t e l l  u s  what t o  do 
with ou r  lands?" Again, h e  d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and 
environmental r ami f i ca t ions .  

So a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  asked me t o  speak i n  
Fresno. I gave a  t a l k  t h e r e ,  and a  couple of t h e s e  guys, a s  I 
r e c a l l  i t ,  came r i g h t  up onto  t h e  p la t form,  no t  p u b l i c l y  b u t  t o  
t e l l  me what a  bum th ing  I was doing,  s o r t  of t r a i t o r o u s ,  you 
know, t o  t h e  indus t ry  I was i n .  Then, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i t  was 
another  y e a r  be fo re  l e g i s l a t i o n  was f i n a l l y  passed,  p r e t t y  much 
along t h e  l i n e s  t h a t  I had endorsed. 

I n s t i t u t i n g  Tougher Fo res t  P r a c t i c e  Rules 

Livermore: There was a  l u l l  of two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  and f i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  was 
more a c t i v i t y  due t o  o u t s i d e  p r e s s u r e  mainly i n  t h e  form of a  
lawsui t .  I b e l i e v e  i t  was by a  group i n  San Mateo County. The 
l awsu i t  was t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  t h a t  t h e  whole f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e  
system was a  phony because t h e  Board of Fo res t ry  was 100 percent  
timber. I mean you had one o r  two f igureheads  on i t ,  b u t  it was 
u t t e r l y  dominated by t h e  t imber  i ndus t ry .  

Lage : And t h e  s t a t e  supreme c o u r t  a c t u a l l y  outlawed t h e  Fores t  
P r a c t i c e s  Act? 

Livermore: Well, what they d i d  was mandate t h a t  t h e  Board of Fo res t ry  have 
b e t t e r  p u b l i c  r ep re sen ta t ion .  So t h i s  was t i e d  i n  w i th  another  
s t i f fen ing- -as  I say  t h e r e  was a  two o r  t h r e e  yea r  l a g .  Again, 
I was i n  f avo r  of t h i s  and had some t r o u b l e  s e l l i n g  it i n  t h e  
cabine t .  Although wi th  l e s s  d i f f i c u l t y  then because p o l i t i c a l l y  
t h e  i n d u s t r y  f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e s  had t o  be 
b e t t e r  controlled--such th ings  a s  s t ream e ros ion ,  c l e a r c u t t i n g ,  
e t  ce t e ra .  

Then a l s o  a s  a  p a r t  of t h i s ,  I remember a  famous case ,  and 
aga in  I ' d  have t o  check t h e  da t e s .  About t h i s  t ime t h e  Board 
of Fo res t ry  gave a  c l e a r c u t  permit  t o  t h e  Simpson Timber Company, 
which r e a l l y  h i t  t h e  head l ines .  It was innocent  on both s i d e s ,  
bu t  t h e  g i s t  of i t  was t h a t  r a t h e r  than  apply f o r  a  whole s e r i e s  
of l i t t l e  pockmark c l e a r c u t s ,  t h e  company s a i d  t o  t h e  Board of 
Fo res t ry ,  "Look, we have t h i s ,  say, f i v e  yea r  p lan ;  why don ' t  



Livermore: w e  j u s t  lump t h e  whole t h i n g  toge ther?"  Well, i t  turned  o u t  
as something l i k e ,  I th ink  i t  w a s  t h r e e  thousand o r  f o u r  thousand 
a c r e s  of c l e a r c u t ,  and t h e  p r e s s  go t  a hold of t h a t  and boy, 
they r e a l l y  h i t  t h e  fan!  Lucki ly I w a s  s t i l l  on a f i r s t  name 
b a s i s  w i th  a l l  t h e  timbermen, and I t a lked  end le s s ly  wi th  Hank 
Trob i t z ,  who w a s  on t h e  Board of Fo res t ry  and a  good f r i e n d .  
H e  h a s  s i n c e  r e t i r e d  from t h e  Simpson Timber Company. And I, 
i n  e f f e c t ,  t a lked  him i n t o  withdrawing h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  I s a i d ,  
"Well, look ,  I understand what y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  do, Hank, bu t  
i t  j u s t  won't f l y .  People cannot understand it." He d i d  with- 
draw it. 

Lage: Was h e  w i t h  Simpson Lumber Company and a l s o  on t h e  Board of 
Fo res t ry?  

Livermore : Yes. 

Lage : So t h e r e  r e a l l y  w a s  t h i s  tremendous-- 

Livermore: Well, t h a t ' s  p e r f e c t l y  a l l  r i g h t .  I mean h e  s tayed  on. I n  f a c t ,  
I ' m  no t  s o  s u r e  h e ' s  s t i l l  n o t  on i t .  H e  was a  very f i n e ,  
dedica ted  indus t ry  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and h e  i s  t h e  exac t  counter-  
p a r t  of P h i l  Berry from t h e  S i e r r a  Club, who a f t e r  t h i s  new 
l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  passed w a s  another  member. I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I was 
a b l e  t o  recommend t h a t  h e  be  on, j u s t  be fo re  we l e f t  Sacramento. 

So g e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  theme, t h e r e  was t h i s  gap 
from ' 67  t o  '68 u n t i l  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  '74.  The two main p o l i t i c a l  
even t s  were t h i s  Simpson c l e a r c u t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  and t h e  law- 
s u i t .  And t h e  upshot was t h a t  t h e  whole Board of Fo res t ry  
composition w a s  mandated f o r  change and aga in ,  t h e  f o r e s t  prac-  
t i c e  r u l e s  were s t i f f e n e d .  S t i f f e n e d  a long  t h e  l i n e s  of regen- 
e r a t i o n ,  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  c l e a r c u t s ,  t h e  s t reamside  c u t t i n g  and, 
a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  a s t i f f e r  diameter  l i m i t ,  et c e t e r a ,  e t  c e t e r a .  
So I am perhaps unduly blowing my own horn,  bu t  t h e  g i s t  of i t  
is t h a t  i n  t h e  e i g h t  y e a r s  t h a t  I w a s  i n  Sacramento, t h e  indus t ry  
w a s  f i n a l l y  brought a long  t o  have t o  live w i t h  tougher f o r e s t  
p r a c t i c e  r u l e s .  

Th i s  a l s o  involved a  t h i n g  they cal led--I  f o r g e t  t h e  
acronym--forest h a r v e s t i n g  p l ans ,  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
Th i s  r e q u i r e d ,  and s t i l l  r e q u i r e s ,  be fo re  you can c u t  anywhere 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  you have t o  have a  p l an  approved by a  l i c e n s e d  
f o r e s t e r .  I remember favor ing  t h i s ,  bu t  aga in  wi th  some 
ques t ion .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  Div is ion  of Fo res t ry ,  now t h e  
Department of Fo res t ry  s a i d ,  "Well, i n  o r d e r  t o  implement t h i s  
we need f i f t y  more f o r e s t e r s . "  I thought t o  myself ,  "Well, 
h e r e ' s  a  bunch of red  t ape .  They d o n ' t  need t h a t  many." But 



Livermore: aga in ,  I wasn't  on t h e  f i r i n g  l i n e  s o  they d id  i n i t i a t e  t h i s  
wi th  a l l  t h i s  new red tape.  It is  a l o t  of red t ape ,  and t o  a 
landowner i t ' s  aggravat ing,  but i t ' s  necessary ,  I th ink .  

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore: 

Do you f e e l  i t ' s  necessary because p r a c t i c e s  weren ' t  s o  w e l l  
monitored? The lumber indus t ry  wasn't  as re spons ib le?  

Yes, I t h i n k  t h e  most v i s i b l e  reason--apart from t h e  scen ic  
reason,  which i s  a s u b j e c t  i n  i tself--was t h e  clogging of t h e  
northwest streams. There were no good r u l e s  t o  prevent  sk idding  
i n  o r  a c r o s s  s t reams and dumping tops  and d e b r i s ,  f o r e s t  d e b r i s  
i n  t h e  s treams,  clogging t h e  f i s h  runs. This  was a r e a l  problem 
I had i n  my own "family," you might say ,  because t h e  p r e s s  f o r  
t h e  tougher r u l e s  l a r g e l y  came from t h e  Fish  and Game Department. 
Typica l ly ,  t h e  Divis ion  of Forestry--and, I might add, t h e  
Department of Water Resources--were always a t  loggerheads. The 
F i sh  and Game tended t o  be f o r  f r e e  running streams--which they 
should be f o r  t h e  wildlife--and t h a t  tangled wi th  t h e  o t h e r  two. 

You t e s t i f i e d  i n  favor  of t h e  s t ronge r  Fores t  P r a c t i c e s  Act. 
Would t h a t  be something you'd c l e a r  wi th  t h e  cab ine t  f i r s t  o r  
could you j u s t  go ahead because t h a t  was your-- 

No, i t  would be  c l ea red  w i t h  t h e  cab ine t ,  bu t  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  
and again  my memory i s  a l i t t l e  fuzzy on t h i s ,  t h e r e  was a time-- 
and I th ink  maybe i t  was t h e  f i r s t  act--where t h e  cab ine t  
c l ea rance  was n o t  c l e a r c u t .  So t h a t  I had a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  i n  
t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e  i n  terms of t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I ' d  have t o  
search  my records ,  bu t  t h e r e  w a s  somewhat a rough spo t  t h e r e ,  
I remember t h a t .  Expressed d i f f e r e n t l y ,  I didn't--as I r e c a l l  
i t - - for  t h e  f i r s t  time have t h e  100 percent  backing of t h e  
cab ine t .  I don ' t  t h i n k  I d id  anything t e c h n i c a l l y  not  according 
t o  Hoyle, bu t  t h e r e  was some d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  I don ' t  remember 
too well .  

But by t h e  t i m e  of t h e  second a c t ,  they recognized t h e r e  was 
enough pub l i c  p r e s s u r e  t o  make i t  necessary? 

Yes. 

Would t h e  admin i s t r a t ion  o r  yourse l f  t ake  any r o l e  i n  a c t u a l l y  
d r a f t i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ?  

Well, y e s  and no. Typica l ly  a l l  l e g i s l a t i o n  was d r a f t e d  by a 
sena to r  o r  an  assemblyman, and a s  f a r  a s  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  i t  
goes, t h e r e  was a s tandard  procedure,of course. We'd t a k e  
p o s i t i o n s  on a l l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  yes ,  no o r  maybe.. A s  f a r  
a s  t h e  d r a f t i n g  goes, yes,  I th ink  t h a t  people i n  our va r ious  
departments took very d e t a i l e d  p a r t  i n  e d i t i n g  i t .  



Livermore: A s  we were coming down the  s t r e t c h  on t h i s  tougher--I t h i n k  i t  
was '74- leg is la t ion ,  p l u s  t h e  changed Board of Fo res t ry ,  
something amusing happened wi th  B i l l  Sco f i e ld  (I t h i n k  h e ' s  
deceased now). He w a s  a marvelous fellow--he w a s  t h e  execu t ive  
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Fo res t  P r o t e c t i v e  Assoc ia t ion  which 
represented  t h e  indus t ry .  I had s e v e r a l  meet ings w i t h  him on 
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The board had a  ca t t leman,  two timbermen, 
an envi ronmenta l i s t ,  a  publ ic -a t - la rge  and perhaps a  mining man. 
A r e s u l t  of t h i s  l awsu i t  w a s  t h a t  they 'd  have t o  broaden them- 
se lves .  Of course,  S c o f i e l d  knew i n  h i s  mind, i n d i v i d u a l s .  
He s a i d ,  "Now, what do you th ink  about so-and-so?" Of course ,  
he  wanted t o  g e t  a  ca t t leman t h a t  w a s  pro-timberman and a  
miner, and, of course,  the  toughes t  one of a l l  w a s  t h e  environ- 
m e n t a l i s t ,  which a s  I mentioned e a r l i e r  was P h i l  Berry. But 
i t  w a s  too  funny, he  was s i t t i n g  a c r o s s  my desk, and I could 
s e e  him a c t u a l l y  u s ing  h i s  p e n c i l  t o  s e e  how they 'd come ou t  
i n  t h e  vote .  I was q u i t e  amused a t  t h a t .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  

Lage : Was t h e  board appointed by the  governor? 

Livermore: Good ques t ion ,  I should know t h a t .  Yes, I th ink  t h e y ' r e  a l l  
appointed by the  governor. 

Lage : So, you say you were in s t rumen ta l  i n  g e t t i n g  P h i l  Berry on i t ?  

Livermore: Well, yes.  The l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  very h e l p f u l  of course.  It 
r equ i r ed ,  as I r e c a l l  it, a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of an environmental 
group. The timber i n d u s t r y ,  of course ,  d i d n ' t  l i k e  Berry. 
One of h i s  main a c t i v i t i e s  w a s  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s .  He was boring 
i n  f o r  t h e  whole e i g h t  y e a r s  I w a s  i n  Sacramento. Of course ,  
he  w a s  an  anathema t o  t h e  timbermen, and as I r e c a l l  i t ,  they 
hoped t h a t  I would recommend a more--well, a  f e l l ow l i k e  Bes tor  
Robinson [former S i e r r a  Club d i r e c t o r ] ,  f o r  i n s t ance .  He w a s  
Fo res t  Serv ice  o r i en t ed .  He was by t h a t  t ime, a c t u a l l y  n o t  
a c t i v e  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  bu t  they would have p r e f e r r e d  Berry n o t  
t o  be appointed,  b u t  I persuaded t h e  governor and the  c a b i n e t  
t h a t  he 'd  be a good r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  J u s t  because he  d i d n ' t  
agree  w i t h  Hank T r o b i t z  and a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  d i d n ' t  mean t h a t  he  
wouldn't  be a good leavening  on t h e  board,  which I ' m  s u r e  he was. 

Observat ions of Fo res t  P r a c t i c e s  i n  Norway 

Lage : E a r l i e r  we t a lked  b r i e f l y ,  b u t  no t  on t ape ,  about t h e  t r i p  you 
made t o  Norway wi th  John Ziero ld  [ S i e r r a  Club Sacramento l o b b y i s t ]  
and some of t h e  o t h e r s .  T e l l  u s  a l i t t l e  about  t h a t .  



Livermore: That was f a s c i n a t i n g .  T h a t ' s  a  very good ques t ion ,  and I 
don ' t  remember whether t h a t  was t h e  c a r t  be fo re  t h e  horse  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n - -  

Lage : I t h i n k  i t  was ' 72 ;  i t  was b e f o r e  t h a t  f i n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Livermore: Oh good, I ' m  glad you r e f r e shed  my memory. That was an  amazing 
group. John Ziero ld  was d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  i n s t i g a t o r .  It was h e  
and I and Gordon Robinson [ S i e r r a  Club f o r e s t r y  consul tant]--  
somehow o r  o t h e r  I c a n ' t  a t  t h e  moment remember, bu t  I th ink  
t h e r e  were a  couple  of o t h e r s .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was probably a  
s t a f f  man from t h e  s e n a t e  o r  t h e  assembly. It was a  very s h o r t  
t r i p ,  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  w i n t e r ,  b u t  i t  was j u s t  f a s c i n a t i n g .  
And a s  I t h i n k  I mentioned t o  you e a r l i e r ,  I took a  l o t  of n o t e s  
on t h e  t r i p  and had wanted t o  s o r t  of w r i t e  them up but  never  
d i d  because Z ie ro ld ,  I th ink ,  s e n t  t h i s  young f e l low i n  from 
U.C. [ t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a  a t ]  Davis. I must have 
t a lked  wi th  him f o r  a  couple  hours--in f a c t ,  I ' m  no t  even s u r e  
I d i d n ' t  hand him my notes--and t h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  t h a t  happened 
t o  i t .  But, a s  I t h i n k  I s a i d  i n  our  l a s t  t a l k ,  t h e r e  was a  
major problem i n  conver t ing  t h e  me t r i c  system t o  t h e  Engl i sh  
system, and i t ' s  r e a l l y  very  confusing.  

The same t h i n g  happened when I took a  t r i p  t o  S i b e r i a  a  
couple of y e a r s  ago wi th  a  bunch of f o r e s t e r s .  They're always 
t a l k i n g  about cubic  meters  i n s t e a d  of board f e e t ,  and i t ' s  
rough. You can have i n  your pocket ,  you know, t h e  conversion 
c h a r t ,  bu t  i t ' s  l i k e  a  f o r e i g n  language. 

Lage : You have t o  r e a l l y  t h i n k  i n  t h a t  measurement system, t o  make 
i t  work. What was t h e  purpose of t h e  t r i p ?  

Livermore: Well,  t h e  purpose of t h e  t r i p  was t o  s tudy  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  i n  
Norway. And t h a t ' s  why I was d isappoin ted  i t  wasn ' t  w r i t t e n  
up. There were t a x  elements;  t h e r e  were c u t t i n g  elements;  
t h e r e  were equipment elements--that was t h e  f i r s t  time I had 
seen some of t h i s  unbe l i evab le  equipment. You know, i t  j u s t  
t akes  a  whole t r e e  and j u s t  t r e a t s  it l i k e  a  p e n c i l ;  g rabs  i t ,  
t akes  a l l  t h e  l imbs o f f ,  sets i t  a s i d e  and c u t s  i t  and s o  f o r t h .  
A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, s i n c e  i t  was never  w r i t t e n  up, t h e  
o b j e c t i v e  was n o t  f u l l y  r e a l i z e d .  Although you'd have t o  ask 
John Ziero ld  about t h a t ,  r e a l l y .  It was a  very  s h o r t  t r i p ,  
we were only  t h e r e  about t h r e e  o r  fou r  days. We were very  w e l l  
taken c a r e  of by t h e  Norwegians who, on t h e  whole, were q u i t e  
good a t  English.  We v i s i t e d  s e v e r a l  f o r e s t  p r o p e r t i e s  i nc lud ing  
t h e  municipal  f o r e s t  of Oslo, which i s  fascinating--and which I 
may have mentioned l a s t  Sunday, I don ' t  know i f  I d i d ,  i n  t h e  
l i t t l e  f l a p  I had t h e r e  i n  Marin County on f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s .  So 
i t  was educa t iona l  but  n o t  conclus ive ,  pu t  i t  t h a t  way, 



Livermore: Another t h i n g  they  were i n t e r e s t e d  in--I t h i n k  i t  had an element 
of t h e  f o r e s t  t a x a t i o n ,  t o o .  That l e g i s l a t i o n ,  which I was 
keenly i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b u t  no t  i n t i m a t e l y  involved wi th ,  I t h i n k  
was consummated f i n a l l y  only l a s t  y e a r  i n  Sacramento--or '78, 
I t h i n k  i t  was. Th i s  i s  t h e  y i e l d  t a x ,  which is another  very 
complicated s u b j e c t ,  b u t  t h e  Scandinavians have long  been 
ahead of u s  on t h a t .  

Lage : I s e e .  You worked wi th  John Ziero ld  q u i t e  a  b i t ,  I would t h i n k ,  
o r  had con tac t  w i t h  him on a  l o t  of i s sues .  How d i d  t h a t  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  go? 

Livermore: Well, I t h i n k  h i g h l y  of John. The t h i n g  I remember f i r s t  about 
him i s  h i s  use  of t h e  Engl i sh  language. He u s e s  more unique 
and b i g  words, I t h i n k ,  than  almost anyone I know. He s t a r t e d  
ou t ,  of course ,  w i th  t h e  Planning and Conservat ion League. 
He's c e r t a i n l y  an e f f e c t i v e  S i e r r a  Club spokesman. I d i d n ' t  
always succumb t o  h i s  blandishments and h i s  persuas ion ,  b u t  I 
say I more o f t e n  agreed wi th  him than  n o t .  

Lage: Was he  a  person t h a t  you could d i s c u s s  i s s u e s  wi thout  pe r sona l  
e lements  e n t e r i n g ?  

Livermore: Oh y e s ,  I t h i n k  so. H e  r ep re sen ted ,  obviously t h e  100 percent  
S i e r r a  Club p o i n t  of view, and a s  I say ,  I d i d n ' t  always ag ree  
w i t h  him. But h e  was pe r suas ive  and h e l p f u l ,  and I enjoyed 
be ing  wi th  him on t h i s  Norwegian t r i p .  I haven ' t  been i n  touch 
wi th  him s i n c e ,  b u t  I guess h e ' s  s t i l l  w i t h  t h e  c l u b  i n  Sacra- 
mento. 

C o n f l i c t  between t h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t e r  and t h e  
D i r e c t o r  of Conservat ion 

Lage : One o t h e r  t h i n g  on f o r e s t r y  I came a c r o s s ;  I t h i n k  you mentioned 
i t  i n  t h e  l i s t  you gave m e .  It was t h e  c o n f l i c t  between t h e  
s t a t e  f o r e s t e r  and t h e  head of t h e  Department of Conservat ion 
i n  1974. 

Livermore: Oh y e s ,  t h a t  was r e a l l y  t e r r i b l e .  That  was one of t h e  wors t  
memories I have. Well, t h e  s t o r y  t h e r e  was t h a t  Ray Hunter,  
who succeeded J i m  S t e a r n s ,  under me, a s  d i r e c t o r  of Conservation 
had [ t h e  Div i s ion  o f ]  Fo res t ry  under him. And h e  i n h e r i t e d  
t h i s ,  a s  I understand i t ,  p a r t l y  from S tea rns .  The s t o r y  w a s  
t h a t  they  wanted t o  move some people around. I don ' t  know a l l  
t h e  detai ls--by moving people  around I mean send people  from. 
Sacramento t o  Redding o r  southern  C a l i f o r n i a .  There w a s  a  kind 



Livermore: of a  h i e ra rchy  high up i n  t h e  Div is ion  of Fo res t ry  t h a t  simply 
d i d n ' t  want t o  move, a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  And i t  f i r s t  came t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h i s  way: Hunter got  s o  mad t h a t  h e  decided 
he'd f i r e  t h e  s t a t e  f o r e s t e r ,  who was Lew [Lewis] Moran. 

Lage : Now did  t h e  s t a t e  f o r e s t e r  work under t h e  Board of Fo res t ry  
o r  under t h e  Div i s ion  of Fo res t ry?  

Livermore: T h a t ' s  a  good ques t ion .  I t ' s  a l i t t l e  l i k e  t h e  F i sh  and Game 
Co.mmission and t h e  Department of F i sh  and Game. The s t a t e  
f o r e s t e r  has  a  p o s i t i o n  of r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  Board of Fo res t ry ,  
bu t  he  d e f i n i t e l y  i n  those  days was under t h e  governor ' s  
appointed head of t h e  Department of Conservation. This  then  
had s e v e r a l  departments under i t :  O i l  and Gas, Mining and 
Geology, and a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  Fores t ry  and t h e  s o r t  of conserva- 
t i o n  type th ing .  I t h i n k  he  was a  governor ' s  appoin tee ,  bu t  
he  was one of t hese  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  l i k e  t h e  ch i e f  of t h e  Fo res t  
Serv ice .  A l o t  of t hese  people  a r e  seldom, i f  eve r ,  non- 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a l though t h e y ' r e  appointed.  So t h a t ' s  when it 
came t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Moran, w i th  t h e  ve ry  s t r o n g  backing, re fused  t o  be f i r e d ,  
a s  I r e c a l l  it. I was i n  a  very d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n ,  because 
of course ,  o t h e r  t h i n g s  being equal ,  t h e  department heads a s  
we l l  a s  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  were appointed by t h e  governor and he re  
we had one department head, namely Hunter,  who was under me 
but  a l s o  was appointed by t h e  governor,  say ing  t h a t  t h i s  was 
h i s  dec i s ion .  The c r i s i s  l a s t e d ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  f o r  s e v e r a l  
weeks. But very  much l i k e  t a l k i n g  t o  Hank T r o b i t z  t o  withdraw 
h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  massive c l e a r c u t ,  I simply t a lked  t o  
Hunter and s a i d  I f e l t  t h a t  he  was doing a  wrong th ing ,  and I 
f i n a l l y  p reva i l ed .  But I had some d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  t h e  cab ine t  
because he had good c o n t a c t s  over t h e r e  t oo ,  and t h e r e  was t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  i f  t h i s  was t h e  department head dec i s ion ,  i t  
should be followed. Whether i t  had any l e g a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  
I j u s t  don ' t  remember, bu t  I f e l t  i t  was j u s t  a  poor t h i n g  t o  
do. 

Lage: Did i t  have any i s s u e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s ?  I mean were t h e r e  
d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  of view involved? 

Livermore: Well, I don ' t  r e c a l l  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  case .  I don ' t  t h ink  
i t  came up t o  t h e  f u l l  cab ine t .  

Lage : I mean d id  i t  involve  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  philosophy o r  was i t  j u s t  
a  ques t ion  of being moved? 

Livermore: I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  l a t t e r ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  A s  I say ,  I wasn't  
p a r t y  t o  t h e  i n f i g h t i n g  t h a t  l e d  up t o  i t .  It had a  l i t t l e  
preamble; i t  was kind of i n t e r e s t i n g .  It turned o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  



Livermore: J i m  S t e a m s ,  who's a f i n e  f e l l ow and very w e l l  thought of by 
t h e  governor and t h e  cab ine t ,  was a mustang--if you know what 
t h a t  is. H e  d i d  n o t  have a f o u r  y e a r  c o l l e g e  degree,  and it 
turned out--at l e a s t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way I saw i t - - t h a t  he had a 
b i a s ,  i n  a way, a g a i n s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r e s t e r s .  H e  t r i e d  t o  
change t h e  job d e s c r i p t i o n ,  which, i n  e f f e c t ,  would have s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  f o r e s t e r  need n o t  be a f o r e s t r y  graduate .  And 
I thought  t h a t  was j u s t  a s  phony a s  a t h r e e  d o l l a r  b i l l .  It 
j u s t  wouldn't  f l y .  Whether you t h i n k  w e l l  of educa t ion  o r  n o t ,  
t o  have a s t a t e  f o r e s t e r  who i s  no t  a g radua te  f o r e s t e r  j u s t  
d i d n ' t  make sense.  So t h i s  s o r t  of a f e e l i n g  w a s  passed on, 
a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t o  Hunter, and i t  took t h e  form of wanting 
t o  s o r t  of shake up t h e  department.  I f e l t  probably t h e r e  
was a l o t  of m e r i t  t o  t h a t ,  and maybe t h e r e  was a l o t  of dead- 
wood; a l o t  of t h e s e  f e l l ows  had s o r t  of cushy jobs .  I 
remember f o u r  of them c a l l e d  on me once and a s  soon a s  I saw 
them I could sympathize wi th  Hunter 's  o b j e c t i v e  of kind of 
s t i r r i n g  t h i n g s  up and breaking t h e  cake of complacency, you 
might say. I s t i l l  f e l t  i t  was wrong t h a t  Moran should be  
f i r e d  on t h a t  account,  and s o  I p reva i l ed .  I t h i n k  I probably 
have s t i l l  some of t h e  memos, b u t  i t  took a l o t  of t a l k i n g .  

Lage : Sounds l i k e  an i n t e r e s t i n g  problem. 

Livermore: It was, yes ;  i t  was a h o t  one. 

Lage: And then  you mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  was a s i m i l a r  s e t  up wi th  
t h e  F i s h  and Game, where you have t h e  commission and t h e  
department.  Does t h a t  c r e a t e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ?  

Livermore: Yes, t h a t  e x i s t s  even now. There a r e  c e r t a i n  gray a reas .  
The r e l a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  f o r e s t e r  t o  t h e  Board of Fo res t ry ,  
and i n  t u r n  t o  t h e  Department of F o r e s t r y  is  no t  u n l i k e  t h e  
F i sh  and Game s i t u a t i o n .  Curren t ly  C h a r l i e  F u l l e r t o n  is  head 
of t h e  department,  and h e ' s  appointed by Governor Brown and 
runs  t h e  department-- 

Lage : The Department of F i s h  and Game. 

Livermore: The Department of F i sh  and Game. The F i s h  and Game Commission 
has  c e r t a i n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and they  have a s e p a r a t e  s t a f f  
and t h e  Board of Fo res t ry  is very comparable t o  them. So t h e r e  
a r e  gray a r e a s ,  and i t ' s  evolved tLrough t h e  yea r s .  For 
i n s t ance ,  going way back, t h e  Department of Parks  and Recrea t ion  
had two boards.  There was t h e  Park Board and t h e  Recrea t ion  
Board, a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  And they  ac tua l ly - - th i s  was be fo re  my 
time--had t h e  d e c i s i o n s  on, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  land purchases and 
a l l  t h a t  kind of s t u f f .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was some scandalous 
s t u f f  t h a t  went on t h e r e  because i t  was j u s t  a l o t  of hocus- 
pocus. So they were downgraded, t h i s  i s  t h e  Park  Commission, 



Livermore: t o  pure ly  advisory.  And I t h i n k  t h e  Board of Fo res t ry  i s  
pure ly  advisory ,  and t h e  F ish  and Game has  a l i t t l e  more 
s t a t u t o r y  oomph. So they a l l  vary a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Lage : Sounds very complex. 

Livermore: Yes, r i g h t .  

Lage : It can l e a d  t o  problems i f  everyone doesn ' t  g e t  along. 
[ l a u g h t e r ]  

/I /I 



V CALIFORNIA WATER CONTROVERSIES 

Learning About,Water I s sues  

Lage : Well, l e t ' s  go on t o  i s s u e s  of water .  Those a r e  b i g  ones with 
you. 

Livermore: Oh boy. 

Lage: You mentioned l a s t  t ime t h a t  when you took the  job a s  s e c r e t a r y  
f o r  Resources, water was n o t  something t h a t  you were t h a t  
f a m i l i a r  with.  

Livermore: Tha t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e .  1'11 never f o r g e t  when [ P h i l ]  B a t t a g l i a  
asked me, "What do you know about water?" and I s a i d ,  "Nothing." 

Lage : But i t  became q u i t e  a big-in many ways--a b i g  program, I ' m  
sure.  

Livermore: Well, I th ink  one of t h e  very b igges t ,  absolu te ly .  Very soon. 
I learned.  

Lage : Before we g e t  i n t o  s p e c i f i c s  would you be a b l e  t o  j u s t  make 
genera l  comments on how you informed yourse l f ,  who you r e l i e d  on 
f o r  advice,  and what kind of gene ra l  p h i l o a ~ p h y  you might have 
developed? O r  was i t  more case  by case? 

Livermore: No, I t h i n k  i t  was a genera l  awakening, you might say ,  soon 
followed by case  by case. The f i r s t  t h ing  t h a t  I found out 
very soon, a ~ 4  t h i s  is  a mat ter  of h i s t o r i c a l  record,  was t h a t  
t h e  water lobby, the  water es tabl i shment ,  t h e  water  users - -ca l l  
them what you will--were so  powerful t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s ec re t a ry  
of Resources whom I knew only casua l ly ,  B i l l  [William] Warne, 
was asked by Governor Pat  Brown--I th ink  t h i s  is  common 
knowledge--whether he 'd r a t h e r  be s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Resources o r  
head of the  Department of Water Resources. He chose t h e  l a t t e r ;  



Livermore: t h e r e  was no comparison. It was more powerful;  t h e r e  was more 
oomph. There was more c l o u t  t o  being d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Department 
of Water Resources than  t h e r e  was t o  be s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Resources.  

That c a r r i e d  over  i n t o  my day. F i n a l l y  i t  came t o  a  head 
i n  t h e  Dos Rios t h i n g  where I made i t  p e r f e c t l y  p l a i n  t h a t  I 
had cab ine t  s t a t u s  and t h e  d i r e c t o r  of Water Resources,  B i l l  
[ ~ i l l i a m ]  G i a n e l l i ,  was under me. We might have disagreements ,  
and we d i d ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  would have t o  be i roned  ou t  i n  t h e  
c a b i n e t ,  t h a t  h e  d i d  no t  speak f o r  t h e  governor,  t h a t  - I spoke 
f o r  t h e  governor.  

And, t o  jump way ahead, one of my f a v o r i t e  c l ips - - I  can 
g i v e  i t  t o  you be fo re  you l eave  i f  you want--when I went t o  
Washington j u s t  last  November on t h e  r eques t  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  
t h e  Sacramento Bee c a l l e d  me .  They asked me how I was doing,  - 
e t  c e t e r a ,  e t  c e t e r a .  And I have t h i s  c l ip--well ,  I thought i t  
w a s  a  d e l i g h t f u l  quote  from t h e i r  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Bee--to t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  water  es tab l i shment  was very concerned t h a t  I k e  
Livermore has  "surfaced again." They thought h e  w a s  "safe ly  
r e t i r e d , "  and they made i t  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  they want him 
t o  have noth ing  whatsoever t o  do wi th  f e d e r a l  po l i cy  dec i s ions .  
I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  very t r u e ,  because I have had noth ing  t o  do wi th  
i t ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a good i l l u s t r a t i o n  of how powerful 
t h e  water  lobby is. And I can understand t h a t ,  because wha t ' s  
more important  than  a i r  and water  i n  our  l i v e s ?  

I soon l ea rned  t h e  importance of i t .  I c a n ' t  remember 
ch rono log ica l ly ,  b u t  of course,  t h e  two b i g  i s s u e s  were Dos 
Rios and t h e  P e r i p h e r a l  Canal. A f t e r  much s tudy  I was a g a i n s t  
t h e  Dos Rios b u t  i n  f avo r  of t h e  P e r i p h e r a l  Canal. A t  t h a t  
time t h e r e  were many o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  c h i e f l y  t h e  Water Resources 
Cont ro l  Board d e c i s i o n s  on t h e  De l t a ,  on t h e  New Melones Dam 
on t h e  S t a n i s l a u s  River ,  and on t h e  American River .  

Lage : And then  t h e  wi ld  r i v e r s  l eg i s l a t i on - -  

Livermore: The wi ld  r i v e r s ,  yes ,  l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t !  They d i d n ' t  come ts 
mind a t  f i r s t  because t h e  o t h e r s  more o r  l e s s  involved p r o j e c t s  
t h a t  were i n  p l ace ,  o r  proposed t o  be  i n  p l a c e ,  whereas t h e  
wi ld  r i v e r s  were more, you might s ay ,  more a  wi lderness  i s s u e .  

Lage : Was t h e r e  someone i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a r  a group t h a t  you d i d  r e l y  on 
f o r  advice  i n  developing your  p o i n t s  of view? 

Livermore: W e l l ,  l i k e  so  many o t h e r  t h ings ,  t h e r e  were p l en ty  of groups 
t h a t  weren ' t  shy. There w a s  t h e  Colorado River  Board; t h e r e  
w a s  G i a n e l l i  h imse l f ;  t h e r e  was t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Water Commission; 
t h e r e  was a  group of i r r i g a t i o n  people;  I f o r g e t  t h e i r  name. 



Livermore: A l l  of them were very s t r i d e n t l y  prowater.  On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  
of course  b a s i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  was t h e  F i s h  and Game; t h e r e  were 
t h e  conserva t ion  groups; t h e r e  was t h e  Save t h e  American River  
Assoc ia t ion ,  and s o  I d i d n ' t  l a c k  of  advice.  I n  f a c t ,  i t  j u s t  
flooded i n ,  b u t  i t  was a  ques t ion  of t r y i n g  t o  make up your 
mind. A s  I say  on those  two b i g  th ings ,  I came ou t  a g a i n s t  
DosRios, but--with some qualms, b u t  n o t  many rea l ly- - I  came 
out  i n  f avo r  of t h e  P e r i p h e r a l  Canal. 

The Dos Rios P r o j e c t  

Lage: Well, l e t ' s  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about Dos Rios then.* 

Livermore: Well, t h e  Dos Rios b u i l t  up a  huge head of steam--I don ' t  
remember t h e  yea r  i t  was decided-- 

Lag e  : I t h i n k  i t  was '69. 

Livermore: Sixty-nine, good. Gee, thanks f o r  a l l  your n o t e s  here .  Well, 
i t  almost sneaked up on me. I remember when I f i r s t  go t  
involved,  B i l l  G i a n e l l i  came i n t o  my o f f i c e ,  and he  showed me-- 
I t h i n k  it w a s  c a l l e d  a  memorandum of  understanding.  Th i s  was 
t h e  e n t e r i n g  wedge f o r  t h e  Dos Rios,  and i t  seemed a l l  r i g h t  
t o  me. I w a s  aware g e n e r a l l y  of what i t  was a l l  about.  I 
guess  f o r  t h e  s e v e r a l  months be fo re  t h e  '69 d e c i s i o n  I began 
t o  g e t  vibes--if  t h a t ' s  t h e  word--from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  There 
was one man i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Dick Wilson of Covelo, who fed  me 
a  g r e a t  d e a l  of in format ion .  We had c l o s e  t i e s  through t h e  
Thacher School ,  a s  I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  because h e  w a s  a  fel low- 
Thacher i te ,  and I knew him. 

Lage: And he  w a s  a  l o c a l  person t h e r e  i n  Covelo? 

Livermore: Well, h e  l i v e d  i n  Round Valley.  He f i r s t  mentioned it t o  m e ,  
I remember, on a  mount?.in pack t r i p .  It must have been i n  t h e  
f a l l  of '68, I ' m  j u s t  guessing,  o r  poss ib ly  i n  '67. He had 
s e v e r a l  very  pe r suas ive  p o i n t s ,  i n  no p a r t i c u l a r  order :  one 

*The proposed Dos Rios dam was a j o i n t  s t a t e - f e d e r a l  water 
p r o j e c t  t o  dam t h e  Eel  River i n  no r the rn  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  f lood 
c o n t r o l  and water  supply b e n e f i t s .  The dam would have flooded 
Round Valley and d i sp l aced  its Ind ian  r e s e r v a t i o n .  P l ans  f o r  
t h e  dam were de fea t ed  by Reagan's oppos i t ion  t o  i t  i n  1969. 



Livermore: was, a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  he 'd  s tud ied  t h i s  t h i n g  c a r e f u l l y ,  and 
i t  would t a k e  f o r t y  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  l a k e  behind a  proposed Dos 
Rios dam t o  f i l l ,  Another, almost r i d i c u l o u s  one, was t h a t  
he s a i d  he 'd  s t u d i e d  t h e  cos t -bene f i t  r a t i o  and t h a t  t h e  Corps 
of Engineers--who of course  were going t o  bu i ld  t h e  dam--were 
inc lud ing  a s  a  b e n e f i t  saving t h e  v a l l e y  from be ing  f looded.  
This  is  j u s t  u t t e r l y  r i d i c u l o u s  because i t  would be t h r e e  
Kundred f e e t  under water! 

Then another  a l l y  w a s  d i r e c t o r  B i l l  Matt, a  very f i n e  park  
d i r e c t o r .  H e  was most unhappy. The water  people t r i e d  t o  
f o i s t  on him, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  element.  But when 
he  d iscovered ,  a s  we a l l  d i d ,  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  was j u s t  l i k e  a  
huge ba th tub  and t h e r e  was no guarantee  whatsoever a s  t o  t h e  
shore l ine- - i t  might vary a s  much a s  two hundred feet--he s a i d ,  
"Well, t h e  only way I ' l l  accept  t h i s ,  i f  they want t o  bu i ld  a  
s e p a r a t e  dam up i n  one arm where t h e r e ' d  be a  guaranteed water  
l e v e l ,  then  we'd be  i n  business ."  Of course,  they wouldn't  do 
t h a t .  He was an  a l l y ,  you might say ,  a s  i t  evolved. 

F i sh  and Game, I remember being d isappoin ted  i n .  The Fish 
and G a m e  Department and Commission had been, my r e c o l l e c t i o n  
is ,  s o  brainwashed through t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s tandard  procedure 
was t h a t  t h e  b e s t  they could hope f o r  was m i t i g a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  
dam was b u i l t .  I mean, they 'd g e t  a  few f i s h  l a d d e r s ,  and, 
i n  terms of deer  h a b i t a t ,  they 'd g e t  a  few thousand a c r e s  of 
brushland,  e t  c e t e r a ,  e t  c e t e r a .  They were j u s t  whipped i n  
advance you might s ay ,  s o  they w e r e n r t  t h a t  much he lp .  

Lage : Did they oppose i t ?  

Livermore: No, they weren ' t  t h a t  much h e l p  t o  me, a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  The 
main h e l p  was D i r e c t o r  Mott--I'm t a l k i n g  about w i t h i n  t h e  
s t a t e  government and a l l  t he se  o u t s i d e  in f luences .  And then  it 
s t a r t e d  t o  b u i l d  and b u i l d  and b u i l d .  Of course ,  one of t h e  
g r e a t  i s s u e s  was t h e  Indians .  I had a  very s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  f o r  
t he  Ind ians ;  t h e  poor o l d  Indians  had been pushed o u t  every- 
where--as we know--in t h e  whole country.  And they were very 
much a g a i n s t  i t .  

Then a s  we g o t  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  th ing ,  of course ,  I burned 
many a  midnight o i l  s tudying  t h e  a r i t h m e t i c  of t h e  th ing .  I n  
f a c t ,  I meant t o  b r i n g  some of t h e s e  e x h i b i t s  down from t h e  
ranch. The a r i t h m e t i c  seemed phony t o  me. For i n s t a n c e ,  when 
I asked them t o  change t h e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  on t h e  bonds t o  
f i nance  i t  from 3% pe rcen t ,  I t h i n k  i t  was, t o  4% percent-- 
i t  was what now seems an u t t e r l y  r i d i c u l o u s l y  low i n t e r e s t  
rate--so they produced t h i s  c h a r t ,  which I remember showing 
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t o  t h e  governor and t h e  cab ine t .  They had i t  jimmied around s o  
t h a t  i t  made no d i f f e r e n c e  a t  a l l .  They j u s t  hocus-pocused t h e  
ar i thmetic--  

Was t h i s  t h e  Department of Water Resources? 

No, t h i s  was t h e  Corps of Engineers.  I had a  l o t  of dea l ings  
wi th  them, of course.  They took m e  up t o  t h e  v a l l e y ,  and they 
were gung ho f o r  i t .  

Who was your  c o n t a c t  person the re?  

Well, t h e r e  was a  Colonel Boerger, I t h i n k  h i s  name was. He 
was a  n i c e  fe l low.  I t h i n k  he  l a t e r  r e t i r e d .  Then t h e r e  was 
another  Colonel (Glasgaw?)--he was t h e  ch i e f  one dur ing  t h e  h o t  
p a r t .  Anyway, i t  b u i l t  up, and we got  a  l a r g e  amount of m a i l .  
I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  b i g g e s t  amount of m a i l  of any i s s u e  wh i l e  I 
w a s  i n  Sacramento. I g o t ,  I t h i n k  i t  was, twenty-five hundred 
l e t t e r s .  They a r e  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  and t h e y ' r e  a l l  s i n c e r e ,  and 
t h e y ' r e  a l l  a g a i n s t  t h e  dam. 

And then  I remember, I d i d n ' t  do i t  too  o f t e n ,  bu t  as I 
sensed my p o s i t i o n  I t a lked  t o  B i l l  Clark,  and Cap Weinberger, 
and a  couple people i n  t h e  cab ine t .  I t a lked  t o  them p r i v a t e l y ,  
which I d i d n ' t  u s u a l l y  l i k e  t o  do. I ' d  r a t h e r  j u s t  t ake  my 
b a t t l e s  t o  t h e  cab ine t .  And as I r e c a l l  i t ,  Weinberger 's main 
concern, and B i l l  C lark ' s ,  w a s  t h e  f i n a n c e s  of it. Because 
the  s t a t e  had t h e s e  c o n t r a c t s ,  t h a t  s t i l l  e x i s t s  now; t h a t ' s  
s t i l l  a  h o t  po ta to .  They have committed themselves f o r  s o  many 
d o l l a r s  f o r  s o  much wa te r  and t h i s  was, of course ,  t o  h e l p  them 
ge t  t h e  water .  The o r i g i n a l  1960 l e g i s l a t i o n  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
P e r i p h e r a l  Canal mentions "a n o r t h  c o a s t  f a c i l i t y , "  o r  words 
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  o r  "import from t h e  n o r t h  coas t , "  bu t  it  w a s  
no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  Dos Rios,  and it wasn ' t  c l e a r l y  s p e l l e d  out .  

But d i d n ' t  t h e  DO; Rios p r o j e c t  i nc lude  a  d i v e r s i o n  t u n n e l  
t h a t  would have allowed water .  

Yes, a hugely expensive tunnel .  I c a r t  remember whether i t  
was t h e  Grindstone Tunnel. 

Yes, t h a t  was i t .  

It w a s  going t o  d e l i v e r  water ,  of course ,  through t h e  coas t  
ranges.  So t h e  engineers  j u s t  loved i t ,  you know, h e r e ' s  t h i s  
huge ba th tub  w i t h  more ac re - f ee t  of water  t han ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  
O r o v i l l e  and Shas ta  combined--if i t  was f u l l .  Who c a r e s  about 
a  few Indians ;  t h a t  was about t h e  way i t  w a s .  Who c a r e s  about 
t h e  r i v e r  and so  f o r t h .  And of course ,  ano the r  tough t h i n g  I 



Livermore: faced pe r sona l ly  i s  t h a t  my o l d  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  t imber i n d u s t r y ,  
who weren ' t  a l l  t h a t  overjoyed about t h e  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  and 
the  redwood park ,  a s  you know, had had some v i o l e n t  f looding .  
P a r t i c u l a r l y  my o l d  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber Company, 
they were very much a g a i n s t  my a t t i t u d e  because they ,  of 
course ,  had had some seve re  f lood  problems. 

So I remember once going t o  a  k ind  of a  h o t  meeting i n  
Eureka. I c a n ' t  remember what t h e  occasion was, and a  f e l l ow 
i n  t h e  Q and A per iod  s a i d ,  '"Well, Sec re t a ry  Livermore, how 
could you come up wi th  t h i s  op in ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  Dos Rios Dam? 
How could you do such a  t h ing?  You know, people have drowned 
and a l l  t h i s  f l ood ing  and every th ing ,  and what reasoning  d i d  
you use?" And as I r e c a l l  my r e p l y  wasn't  very s a t i s f a c t o r y  
even t o  myself.  I s a i d ,  "I j u s t  f e e l  i t  i s n ' t  r i g h t .  " I d id  
mention t h e  s i l l y  t h i n g  about  t h e  bene f i t - cos t  r a t i o  f o r  
f looding  ou t  t h e  v a l l e y ,  and t h e  ques t ion  of a r i t h m e t i c  and 
so  f o r t h .  So I had some cogent p o i n t s  bu t  t h e  b a s i c  response,  
and t h i s  may have been a  l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  than  t h e  cab ine t  
meeting, was t h a t  one has  t o  make t h e s e  judgments. 

It b u i l t  up, and then t h e  c a b i n e t  meeting, I remember, was 
q u i t e  e x c i t i n g  because t h e  p r e s s  was a l l  t h e r e .  I wasn ' t  much 
of a  p r e s s  s u b j e c t ;  I never have been, b u t  they were t h e r e  i n  
fo rce .  There was a  l o t  of i n t e r e s t  i n  i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
southern  C a l i f o r n i a .  The governor,  I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  day 
be fo re  our  d e c i s i o n ,  he  w a s  c a l l e d  on by a l l  t h e  power i n  
southern  Cal i forn ia- - the  Water Committee, t h e  S t a t e  Chamber, 
and, I guess ,  maybe some of h i s  pe r sona l  f r i e n d s ,  and t h e  
ag r ibus ines s  and t h e  developers .  I was excluded from t h a t  
meeting because they knew by t h a t  t ime p r e t t y  much how I f e l t .  

The c a b i n e t  meeting, though, wasn't  a l l  t h a t  d i f f i c u l t ,  
a s  I r e c a l l  i t - - the  f i n a l  meeting. But I remember going t o  i t  
loaded wi th  sheaves of maps and e x h i b i t s  and, of course ,  I ' d  
a l r eady  s e n t  over my i s s u e  summary. One of my two s e c r e t a r i e s ,  
Zoe Mankowski w a s  h e r  name--1'11 always remember--she and 
Ford Ford, who was my deputy, s e n t  me a  l i t t l e  pe r sona l  no te  
saying, "Whatever happens, Ike ,  we ' re  with you," k ind  of t h ing ,  
and i t  w a s  r e a l l y  q u i t e  touching. 

Then I remember, I t h i n k  I mentioned t h i s  ea r l i e r - -o r  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I did--when t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made i n  t h e  cab ine t ,  
I was sworn t o  secrecy .  Of course ,  t h e  p r e s s  were a l l  ou t  
t h e r e ,  and I came ou t  wi th  t h i s  armful of maps, and they k e p t  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  me t o  say. You know, "What was t h e  governor 's  
dec i s ion?  Was i t  yes  o r  no?'' I was sworn t o  s ec recy ,  and s o  
I d i d n ' t  t e l l  them, and they were q u i t e  mad. Then I t h i n k  i t  
was t h a t  same day, t h e  cab ine t  d e c i s i o n  w a s  c l e a r ,  b u t  t h e  



Livermore: p r e s s  r e l e a s e  had not  been c l ea red .  So my b ig  an tagon i s t  on 
t h a t  one w a s  E a r l  Coke, t h e  then-Secretary f o r  Agr i . cu l tu re  and 
Serv ices .  He t r i e d  t o  fudge t h e  wording i n  a way t h a t  I simply 
wouldn ' t accep t  . 

Lage : Did t h a t  aga in  go t o  t h e  c a b i n e t ?  

Livermore: No, t h i s  happens somewhat, no-- 

Lage : I mean t h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e ,  who w a s  responsible--? 

Livermore: Well, I ' l l  c o r r e c t  myself.  There ' s  a f e l l ow named Paul  Beck, 
who was t h e  governor ' s  p r e s s  s e c r e t a r y ,  and h e  l u c k i l y  s tood 
i n  my corner .  This  w a s  a case  where, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  
governor had t o  go south  t h e  very next  day, so  h e  made t h e  
b a s i c  d e c i s i o n ,  but  i t  hadn ' t  been w r i t t e n  up t h a t  qu ick ly .  
And so ,  a s  o f t e n  happens, t h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  was due t o  go out-- 
maybe t h e  next  day o r  even t h a t  af ternoon.  And so  i t  was B i l l  
G i a n e l l i  and myself and E a r l  Coke and Beck, i n  Beck's o f f i c e .  
I don ' t  remember Ed Meese be ing  t h e r e  then. So we were commis- 
sioned t o  i r o n  t h i s  t h i n g  o u t ,  and i t  was a p r e t t y  h o t  one, and 
I always f e l t  t h a t  Beck deserved an  a s s i s t  on t h a t .  The 
d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e n ' t ,  you might say ,  ear thshaking ,  b u t  they were 
important .  I don ' t  know i f  I s t i l l  have t h e  e d i t i n g  of t h e  
r e l e a s e  i n  my f i l e s - - I  have a whole box of s t u f f  on Dos Rios.  

Lage: Well, t h e  d e c i s i o n  had been made. So what was t h e  r e l e a s e ?  
How you would e x p l a i n  t h e  dec i s ion?  

Livermore: How t o  exp la in  i t ,  yes.  You may r e c a l l ,  o r  i f  w e  g e t  i n t o  i t  
f u r t h e r ,  t h e  governor ' s  d e c i s i o n  was n o t  q u i t e  a s  s t rong  a s  I 
would have l i k e d .  A l l  i t  was, i n  e f f e c t ,  was a postponement-- 
t o  look  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  t h a t  was t h e  key phrase ,  t o  look  f o r  
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  He was k i l l i n g  i t  f o r  now. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  I 
would have p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  h e  might have used s t r o n g e r  language. 
He might have s a i d ,  "As l o n g  a s  I ' m  governor,  t h e r e ' l l  never  
be a dam," k ind  of a th ing .  Of course ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of 
p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e s  on t h e  o t h e r  s ide .  

But g e t t i n g  back t o  your  ques t ion  about t h e  language, I ' d  
have t o  look a t  t h e  f i l e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  were j u s t  two o r  t h r e e  
key words. I t h i n k  Coke wanted t o  weaken i t  along t h e  l i n e s  of 
i t  be ing  j u s t  a temporary dec i s ion .  The r e l e a s e  wasn ' t  a s  
emphatic,  and i t  wasn ' t  t h e  way Beck and I f e l t  t h e  governor 
had decided.  And I ' l l  say t h i s  f o r  B i l l  G i a n e l l i ,  h e  was n o t  
i n  on t h e  f u l l  cab ine t  meeting, bu t  he ,  w i th  some r e l u c t a n c e ,  
agreed t o  t h e  wording. 



Lage : T h a t ' s  a  very f a s c i n a t i n g  i s s u e .  Could you say what was 
d e c i s i v e  i n  making Reagan's dec i s ion?  

Livermore: Well,  I no t i ced  r e c e n t l y  Ed Meese was asked about th i s - - th i s  
was j u s t  a  few months ago--and h e  s a i d  i t  was t h e  Indians .  
He s a i d  t h e  governor f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Indians  had been pushed 
around long enough, b u t I d i d n l t  r e c a l l  i t  was q u i t e  t h a t  simple. 
I remember i n  another  i n s t a n c e  which kind of s u r p r i s e d  me, a  
p o i n t  came up i n  t h e  Napa Valley about  ex tending  t h e  freeway 
from Yountv i l le ,  where i t  now s t o p s ,  on up towards S t .  Helena 
and Ca l i s toga .  This  was n o t  a  b i g  i s s u e ,  bu t  i t  was one t h a t  
my coun te rpa r t ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of Business and Transpor t a t ion  
favored. I n  those  days everybody favored freeways, bu t  I was 
a g a i n s t  i t ,  and most of t h e  p e o p l e . i n  t h e  t h e  Napa Valley were 
a g a i n s t  i t ,  and I j u s t  f e l t  i t  was a  bum th ing  t o  do. And t h e  
governor,  q u i t e  t o  my surprise--and I don ' t  remember whether 
t h i s  was a  c a b i n e t  i s s u e  o r  not--but h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  freeway 
extens ion  was n o t  needed, t h a t  t h e  highway people were l i k e  
t h e  Corps of Engineers .  He s a i d ,  "Well,  t hose  blankety-blank 
Corps of Engineers ,  i f  they had t h e i r  way they 'd j u s t  pave 
over everything."  So I t h i n k  t h a t  was a  p a r t  of h i s  Dos Rios 
f e e l i n g  too .  Whether h e  had something i n  h i s  pe r sona l  back- 
ground I don ' t  know, bu t  those  two th ings  s t i c k  i n  my mind. 
F i r s t ,  t h e  Ind ians ,  and then t h a t  t h e  Corps a r e  t oo ,  you might 
say,  cement-minded. 

Lage: There aga in  i t ' s  t h e  f e d e r a l  government coming i n  and making 
a  d r a s t i c  change i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

Livermore: No, no t  i n  t h e  case  of t h e  Napa Valley-- 

Lage : No, bu t  i n  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  Corps and-- 

Livermore: Oh yes ,  t h e r e  was t h a t .  Of course ,  I l i k e  t o  t h ink  t h a t  he  
l i s t e n e d  t o  a l l  t h e  a r i t h m e t i c  arguments, and I t h i n k  he  a l s o  
respec ted  D i r e c t o r  Mott. We pointed o u t  t h a t  t h e  reason t h e  
park t h i n g  was important-and t h i s  s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  I th ink ,  and 
t h i s  i s  p e r f ~ c t l y  understandable--is t h a t  t h e  water  people 
want t o  do anyth ing  t h a t  w i l l  c u t  down t h e i r  c o s t s .  They have 
t h i s  pa rk  element t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  government then ,  and I 
guess  now, w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  x percent  toward a  dam i f  t h e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  b e n e f i t s  a r e  so-and-so. 

B i l l  Mott pointed o u t  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  j u s t  a s  phony a s  a  
t h r e e - d o l l a r  b i l l .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  was a  bum park  th ing .  
So h e  s a i d  i n  e f f e c t ,  "Well, I won't pay any of it." 

Lage: Did he  come t o  t h e  cab ine t  meeting? 



Livermore : 

Lage: 

L i v e m o r e  : 

Lag e  :. 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore: 

Lage : 

Livermore: 

Lage: 

Livermore : 

No, I don ' t  remember. I know t h a t  B i l l  G i a n e l l i  came a t  l e a s t  
once. I ' m  s u r e  we had more than  one cab ine t  i s s u e  on t h i s .  
But I th ink  it w a s  a combinat ioi  of t h e  bum park  proposa l ,  t h e  
ques t ion  of a r i t h m e t i c ,  some b i a s  t h a t  t h e  governor had a g a i n s t  
t h e  Corps of Engineers ,  t h e  Indians ,  and then  l a s t  and most 
important  of a l l  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  c l ima te .  I t h i n k  i t  
w a s  f avo rab le  t o  h i s  d e c i s i o n .  

I t h i n k  I s a w  a memo you'd w r i t t e n  him, o r  some r e fe rence ,  
p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  need t o  balance h i s  environmental  image. I 
don ' t  know what had occurred j u s t  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  bu t  t h a t  w a s  
t h e  wording. 

You mean a  memo t o  t h e  governor,  from me t o  t h e  governor? 

Right ,  where t h i s  w a s  an  argument t h a t  you used,  t h e  need t o  
balance h i s  environmental image, and t h a t  may have been 
important .  

[ laughing]  Oh, I d o n ' t  doubt i t  was. I ' d  have t o  f i n d  t h e  
memo. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  a  l o t  of my o l d  memos would b r i n g  n o t  only 
n o s t a l g i a  bu t  a  f r e s h  memory. I don ' t  remember such a memo. 
I remember t h e  c l ima te ,  and I remember t h e  n o t e s  from Zoe, my 
s e c r e t a r y .  I remember t h e  e l a t i o n  a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  a f t e r  a  l o t  
of p e r s p i r a t i o n  on t h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e .  But I d o n ' t  remeniber 
t h a t .  Was i t  a  c a b i n e t  i s s u e  memo? 

I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e i t h e r .  I j u s t  have a  n o t e  i n  my no te s .  

Did you g e t  some of t h i s  from Molly [S tu rges ]?  

Right .  

By g o l l y ,  you ' r e  j u s t  wonderful. I c a n ' t  g e t  over  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
you ' r e  t a k i n g  i n  a l l  t h i s  s t u f f .  

Well,  you don ' t  know what t o  ask i f  you don ' t  read some of 
t hese  th ings .  Another t h i n g  you mentioned, I t h i n k  i n  one of 
your speeches,  w a s  t h e  problem of f i g u r i n g  i n t a n g i b l e s .  

Oh, y e s ,  I mentioned t h a t  many t imes,  yes .  And t h a t ' s  s t i l l  
very p e r t i n e n t .  Like t h e  EPA, how do you measure t h e  va lue  of 
c l ean  a i r ?  Eow do you measure t h e  v a l u e  of w i lde rnes s?  Some- 
one coined t h e  i d e a ,  which I s t i l l  l ike- - I  c a n ' t  remember who 
it  was--but they  s a i d ,  "We have a  GNP measure and a l l  k inds  of 
employment s t a t i s t i c s ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  e t  c e t e r a .  What we should 
have i s  a  t r a n q u i l i t y  index.'' I 've  used t h a t  occas iona l ly ;  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  's a  n i c e  thought .  



Lage : Well,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  have been e f f o r t s  t o  do t h a t .  I t ' s  j u s t  
whether people agree  on t h e  va lues  assigned-- 

Livermore: Yes, t h e r e  have been. I know t h e r e ' s  t h e  Wilderness Socie ty  
now has--I t h i n k  I read  somewhere--a $600,000 g r a n t  t o  j u s t i f y  
t h e  economic va lue  of w i lde rnes s ,  which amusingly i s  l i k e  my 
r e p o r t  t h a t  you saw over  i n  t h e  Bancroft .  I d i d  t h e  same t h i n g  
myself way back i n  1934. I remember I had a  t e r r i b l e  time 
persuading t h a t  P ro fe s so r  Holden t o  g ive  me c r e d i t  f o r  w r i t i n g  
t h i s  c razy  a r t i c l e  on t h e  wi lderness .  Even then ,  you j u s t  c a n ' t  
measure i t .  And I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a  very  hard c r o s s  t o  bea r ,  
competing wi th  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of I n t e r i o r  now. I ' m  s u r e  h e ' s  
of t h e  measuring kind.  You can measure d o l l a r s  and c e n t s  on 
products  bu t  no t  on i n t a n g i b l e s .  

William G i a n e l l i  and t h e  Department of Water Resources 

Lage : Thi s  might be a  good t ime t o  t a l k  a  l i t t l e  b i t  about [William] 
G i a n e l l i .  You weren ' t  involved i n  appoin t ing  him a s  d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  Department of Water Resources. 

Livermore: No abso lu t e ly  n o t ,  and t h i s  i s  a l s o  amusing, and I t h i n k  very 
s i g n i f i c a n t .  He was appointed b e f o r e  I was, and h e  was t h e  
s u b j e c t  of good p u b l i c i t y .  

Lage: Where did; he  c.ome from? 

Livermore: He was an  independent engineer--he's back i n  Washington now-- 

Lage : Did you say he  i s  head of t h e  Corps of Engineers  now? 

Livermore: I b e l i e v e  h e  is. I don ' t  know h i s  exac t  t i t l e .  I had a  very 
p l easan t  d inne r  w i th  him two o r  t h r e e  months ago i n  Washington. 
Even then  h e  d idn ' t  know h i s  exac t  t i t l e ,  bu t  a s  I understand 
i t ,  h e ' s  t h e  c i v i l i a n  head of t h e  Sorps of Engineers.  Hers  
very powerful and j u s t i f i a b l y  so.  I t h i n k  he  had worked i n  t h e  
Department of Water Resources s e v e r a l  y e a r s  prev ious .  Then h e  
was i n  bus ines s  f o r  h imse l f ,  a s  a  c o n s u l t i n g  engineer .  He was 
appointed d i r e c t o r  about a  month before  I was. ( I ' v e  o f t e n  
been cu r ious  f o r  obvious reasons ,  who--besides me--they o f f e red  
t h i s  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Resources t o .  You know, I might have been 
t h e  t e n t h  on t h e  l i s t .  I don ' t  c a re ;  I ' m  j u s t  cur ious . )  But 
I remember h e  came over t o  my o f f i c e  very soon a f t e r  I came 
aboard, and h e  brought some maps and s t u f f .  And I was favorably  
impressed wi th  him. And I remember h e  t h e n  t a lked  about t h e  
P e r i p h e r a l  Canal and about t h e  San Joaquin d r a i n ,  which you 
don ' t  hea r  about t oo  much, and I t h i n k  a  couple of o t h e r  t h i n g s .  



Livermore: So I then  soon found, a s  I t o l d  you, about t h e i r  power. One of 
t h e  amusing a s i d e s ,  and I ' m  cu r ious  whether they s t i l l  have i t ,  
bu t  h e  had a  p r i v a t e  Cad i l l ac  and a  chauffeur  furn ished  by 
t h e  water  es tab l i shment .  

Lage : Oh, r e a l l y ?  

Livermore: Yes, h e  d id .  It was no s k i n  o f f  my back, bu t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I 
no t i ced  it--he o f f e r e d  m e  a r i d e  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  I n  f a c t ,  I 
th ink  I rode w i l l  B i l l  up t o  t h e  ded ica t ion  of t h e  O r o v i l l e  
Dam i n  h i s  l imousine.  It kind of amused me because no one e l s e  
i n  my f ield--or  anybody i n  t h e  cab ine t  except  t h e  governor-- 
had t h i s ,  and I thought i t  was k ind  of amusing. 

Lage: Why i t  should be provided by t h e  water  i n d u s t r y  people? 

Livermore: It seemed r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  t o  me.  Th i s  wasn ' t  a  fu l l - t ime  thing-- 
I ' m  s u r e  he  used i t  s t r i c t l y  f o r  s t a t e  bus iness .  It was, l e t ' s  
c a l l  i t ,  i r r e g u l a r .  Tha t ' s  an  a d j e c t i v e  my b r o t h e r s  taught  m e  
t o  use.  Don't say  d i shones t  o r  u n e t h i c a l ,  j u s t  say i t ' s  
i r r e g u l a r .  

Lage: Did anybody ever  c a l l  him on i t ?  

Li>ermore: Well, t h e r e  was a  l i t t l e  t a l k  about  i t ,  but  i t  wasn ' t  used 
o s t e n t a t i o u s l y .  He d id  have t o  move around a  l o t ,  of course ;  
he 'd  have t o  go a l l  over t h e  s ta te - - I  don ' t  t h i n k  h e  eve r  drove 
i t  t o  Los Angeles--but he  drove i t  t o  O r o v i l l e  and t o  t h e  Tracy 
Pumping P l a n t .  Those were t h e  two main a r e a s .  And of course  
t o  New Melones--there a r e  a  l o t  of p r o j e c t s  w i t h i n ,  you know, 
one hundred t o  one hundred and f i f t y  mi l e s  o r  so .  

/I /I 
Livermore: W e  l a t e r  had q u i t e  a  l i t t l e  cab ine t  d i s c u s s i o n  on c a r s ,  and I 

never  accepted a  pe r sona l  c a r .  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  f e e l  i t  was t h a t  
important.  I t ' s  a ma t t e r ,  I guess ,  of pe r sona l  va lues .  I w a s  
t o l d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  Hugo F i s h e r ,  my predecessor ,had a 
pe r sona l  c a r  t h a t  was j u s t  loaded wi th  r a d i o  equipr-ent and t h a t  
he  could t a l k  t o  anybody ou t  of h i s  c a r .  And I was offered-- 

Lage : Which t h e  s t a t e  provided? 

Livermore: Yes, t h e  s t a t e  provi??d it. And I j u s t  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I 
was t h a t  important .  I cou ldn ' t  conceive of any d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  
wouldn't  l a s t  a  couple hours .  I j u s t  thought i t  was k ind  of 
o s t e n t a t i o u s .  

I do remember l a t e r ,  a s  I say  wi th  t h e  cab ine t ,  many 
cab ine t  o f f i c e r s  accepted p r i v a t e  c a r s ,  and 1 - d i d  no t .  



Livermore: Ge t t i ng  back t o  B i l l ,  he was e f f e c t i v e  and i n t e l l i g e n t  and, 
of course,  had t h i s  huge department.  And I don ' t  remember off  
t h e  top  of my h a t ,  having any problem wi th  him a t  a l l ,  u n t i l  
Dos Rios. 

Lage :. Did he s o r t  of run end runs  around you? That was t h e  impression 
I got .  

Livermore: Well, yes .  He w a s  obviously prodded, and he f e l t  t h a t  way. 
Yes, t h e r e  were some end runs. The worst  one--and I remember 
I took t h i s  t o  Ed Meese ( I  t h i n k  t h i s  was a f t e r  Dos Rios,  b u t  
I r e a l l y  don ' t  remember)--but he was s o  mad a t  t h e  F ish  and 
Game people t h a t  he decided t o  h i r e  h i s  own f i s h  and game 
e x p e r t s ,  and I thought t h a t  was r e a l l y  bad. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  
p r i v a t e l y  I j u s t  o f f e red  t o  r e s i g n  over t h a t  one. I s a i d ,  
"This i s  l i t e r a l l y  r i d i cu lous .  We have our own Fish  and Game 
Department; t h e y ' r e  hones t  people;  t h e y ' r e  doing t h e  job they ' r e  
commissioned t o  do, s o  why should we permit  t h e  water  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment t o  h i r e  e x p e r t s  who a r e  obviously i n s t r u c t e d  beforehand 
t o  d isagree?"  No, l a t e r  I ' d  say  I mellowed on this a l i t t l e  
b i t  because everyone has  t h e i r  b i a s ,  and I can s e e  how G i a n e l l i  
would have been i r r i t a t e d  by adverse  problems w i t h  F ish  and 
Game. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, a l l  you look a t  now i s  t h e  Columbia 
River  Basin o r  t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  o r  t h e  salmon run on t h e  San 
Joaquin,  o r  t h e  T r i n i t y  River ,  o r  t h e  many, many r i v e r s  i n  t h e  
country.  I t ' s  t r a g i c  what has  happened t o  t h e  f i s h .  The same 
is  t r u e  of t h e  game, t h e  waterfowl t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  me pa r t i cu -  
l a r l y .  

Lage: Well,  could G i a n e l l i  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t ?  

Livermore: No, I t h i n k  he was, and i s ,  a  s t r i c t  water  person.  One of t h e  
e a r l y  ways I d isagreed  wi th  him, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was over a  term 
they used. They would g ive  o u t  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  about  water  
"wasting t o  t h e  sea-"  They loved t h a t  phrase.  "This w a t e r ' s  
going t o  waste!" Well, they don ' t  r ea l ' i z e  t h a t  t h e  "wasted" 
water  t o  many people i s  an a s s e t ;  t o  t h e  canoers ,  t h e  r a f t e r s ,  
t h e  wi ld  r i v e r  people,  and t h e  fishermen. So, yes ,  h e ' d . l i s t e n ,  
and I w i l l  say t h i s ,  a f t e r  t h e  Dos Rios dec i s ion  he  w a s  very 
good. I was q u i t e  su rp r i s ed .  I t h i n k  he  respec ted  me, a s  I 
d id  him, and he ,  having sho t  h i s .  wad and l o s i n g ,  . then turned 
r i g h t  around--somewhat t o  my surp,rise--and developed a  report--  
o r  had h i s  people  develvp a  repor t - - tha t ,  w e l l ,  s a i d  they 
d i d n ' t  need Dos Rios t h a t  soon anyway. 

Lage : I thought t h a t  a f t e r y a r d s  t h e r e  w a s  c r i t i c i s m  of him because 
he cont inued t o  look f o r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  on t h e  Ee l  [River ] ,  
whereas i t  was hoped t h a t  t h e r e  would be o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
considered.  



Livermore: Well, I can understand t h a t  c r i t i c i s m .  It seems t o  me t h a t  
t i e s  back t o  the  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  which may have been one of 
the  t roub les  I had with Coke. The governor's dictum was t o  
look f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  and Giane l l i  d id  produce a r epor t .  Of 
course, the  Eel is the  handies t  b ig  amount of water.  It j u s t  
k i l l s  those people t o  have i t  a s  they c a l l  i t ,  "wasting t o  
the  sea .  " 

That reminds me of another  s t o r y ;  I th ink  i t ' s  apropos. 
I remember going wi th  Governor Reagan t o  a governor 's  confer- 
ence i n  Por t land,  the  Western Governors' Conference. I was 
asked t o  go the re  with t h e  governor, I don ' t  know, j u s t  on 
general  p r inc ip les .  I d i d n ' t  take much p a r t  i n  i t ,  bu t  I 
remember they were banter ing ,  t h e  t h r e e  governors, Reagan and 
the  governor of Oregon--I th ink  i t  was Tom McCall of Oregon. 
One of the  discussions--and i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i t ' s  coming t o  the  
f o r e  again now i n  a very few years--was, on importing Columbia 
River water t o  Ca l i fo rn ia .  I th ink  i t ' s  probably a dead duck 
now because of the  energy cos t .  But anyway, t h i s  came up i n  
s o r t  of a joking way, and Reagan s a i d ,  "Well, Governor So-and- 
So, how about g iv ing u s  some of your Columbia River water? 
You guys have got i t  j u s t  running out  of your e a r s  he re  and 
we could use some." So t h e  governor--I th ink  i t  was [Daniel] 
Evans of Washington--said t o  Ron, o r  Governor Reagan, "1'11 
th ink  tSa t  over. In  f a c t  w e ' l l  g ive  you some of t h i s  water 
on one condit ion."  And Reagan s a i d ,  '%lhat1s the  condit ion?" 
"Well," he  s a i d ,  "You take  i t  from the  mouth of t h e  r i v e r . "  
[ l augh te r ]  

That b r ings  up another  th ing which I ' m  s u r e  i s  dead. B i l l  
G iane l l i  showed me some f a s c i n a t i n g  engineering s t u d i e s  on t h a t  
very subject--an undersea, freshwater  tube.  There were some 
engineering groups t h a t  were r e a l l y  working on t h a t ,  and they 
had i t  a l l  worked out  t h a t  you could take  water from t h e  mouth 
of t h e  Eel ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t o  southern Ca l i fo rn ia .  It would 
be done wi th  a small  dam, not  f a r  from the  mouth, t h a t  wouldn't 
impound these  b ig  amounts of water .  How t h a t  th ing  would send 
water south,  I don't  remember--yes, I do remember, too. Of 
course, they'd have t o  have a kind of pipe--this huge ten-foot 
diameter pipe. I t ' d  have t o  go ashore occas ional ly ,  and they'd 
pump i t .  It was kind of a crazy th ing,  but  t h e r e  was a l o t  
of thought given t o  i t .  

Lage : That wouldn't be a s  environmentally damaging? 

Livermore: Sure, t h a t  was the  whole quest ion of i t ,  and i t  was a l i t t l e  
b i t  l i k e  the  Alaska p ipe l ine .  You know, the  f i s h  would s w i m  
around i t ,  and there 'd have t o  be some s o r t  of underwater 
anchors when they crossed r i v e r  mouths. 



Lage : It sounds l i k e  an eng inee r ' s  dream. 

Livermore: Oh, you b e t ;  oh, yes .  I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  an  engineer ing  proposal-- 
t h i s  is jumping around, now, and I don' t - .  know i f  I t o l d  you. 
about i t .  They were going t o  run  a tunnel  from D i l l o n  Woods 
t o  Mineral King. There was q u i t e  a l i t t l e  steam behind t h a t ,  
and i t  was k ind  of appeal ing.  This  was obviously promoted by 
t h e  people t h a t  owned land  down nea r  what they c a l l  D i l l o n  
Woods; I f o r g e t  t h e i r  name. They were going t o  d r i v e  a Swiss- 
type ra i lway tunnel  through t o  Mineral  King which would 
e l i m i n a t e  a l l  t h e  highway problem and t h e  redwood t r e e s  and 
everything.  And they were going t o  t ake  people i n  and sewage 
out ;  i t  was a g r e a t  system. 

Lage : Oh, i s  t h a t  t h e  cog rai lway? 

Livermore: No, t h e  cog ra i lway is e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  NO, t h i s  was 
comparable t o  the--what is i t ,  t h e  Simplon Tunnel i n  Switzer- 
land;  you know some of those  tunne l s?  It wasn ' t  c razy ,  b u t  
it was uneconomic. So, t h e  underwater tube  was a l i t t l e  b i t  
t h e  same way. 

The Wild R ive r s  L e g i s l a t i o n  

Lage : Does t h i s  f i t  i n  now t o  go ahead and t a l k  about  t h e  wi ld  r i v e r s  
l e g i s l a t i o n ?  It seems l i k e  i t ' s  a l l  of a p iece .  

Livermore: Yes, i t  came q u i t e  a b i t  l a t e r .  

Lage : I th ink  t h a t  was '72, end of '72. 

Livermore: Yes, t h e  wi ld  r i v e r s  is d e f i n i t e l y  p e r t i n e n t .  I t ' s  kind o f ,  
you might say,  a k i s s i n g  cous in  t o  t h e  Dos Rios.  The Dos Rios 
d e c i s i o n  was ?69  you say? 

Lage : Yes. 

Livermore: Well, t h e  wild r i v e r s  b u i l t  up, I th ink ,  l a r g e l y  because of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  you touched on e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  t h e  governor d i d n ' t  k i l l  
it. He j u s t  s a i d ,  "study a l t e r n a t i v e s . "  So t h i s  was whi le  t h e  
environmental movement. w a s  s t i l l  good and s t rong ,  and P e t e r  
Behr r i g h t  h e r e  i n  Marin se i zed  on t h a t  i s s u e  because h e  was 
e l e c t e d  i n  t h a t  d i s t r i c t ,  and he  d id  a very e f f e c t i v e  job. He 
j u s t  worked on P o i n t .  Reyes, which i s  another  s t o r y  we havenTt  
gone i n t o  which I have some views on but  t h a t  was r e a l l y  



Livermore: pre-Sacramento. There were o t h e r  s t r o n g  f a c t o r s  of which h e  
was k ind  of spokesman, and t h i s  was a  red  ho t  i s s u e .  But I -- 
t h i n k  he d id  a  superb job. 

I remember one of h i s  problems was pu re ly  p o l i t i c a l .  He 
was a  Republican i n  name on ly ,  which i s  no t  unusual  nowadays, 
bu t  a t  a  key p o i n t  I remember t h e  Republican l e a d e r s  of t h e  
s e n a t e  asked f o r  a  meeting wi th  t h e  governor,  which I a t tended .  
Behr was t h e r e ,  of course .  There were t h r e e  o r  fou r  of them; 
I don ' t  remember a l l  t h e i r  names. The c e n t r a l  theme was t h a t ,  
yes ,  Behr doesn ' t  always agree  wi th  you governor,  b u t  on many 
key i s s u e s  h e ' s  been wi th  us .  He's been a  swing-man, so  h e ' s  
a  good man, and we're  w i t h  him on t h i s .  

So, a s  we came down t h e  s t r e t c h  on t h a t ,  it was Behr's 
b i l l  versus  C o l l i e r ' s  b i l l .  C o l l i e r ,  of course,  was very 
powerful a l s o ,  and h e  b a s i c a l l y  was t h e  u t i l i t a r i a n  i n  h i s  
out look.  And t h i s ,  you might s ay ,  emotional ly o r  t a c t i c a l l y  o r  
psychologica l ly  was q u i t e  similar t o  [Don] Clausen ' s  [ b i l l ]  
on t h e  redwood park.  I n  t h a t ,  i f  you read t h e  C o l l i e r  b i l l ,  
it was jcust a noth ing  b i l l .  It was j u s t  loaded wi th  verb iage  
t h a t  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of p re se rv ing  t h e  r i v e r s ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l  i t ,  was j u s t  nothing.  

I remember v i v i d l y  a s  we came down t h e  stretch--and C o l l i e r  
moved too ,  i t  w a s  j u s t  a  t y p i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  t h ing .  And of course  
B i l l  G i a n e l l i  aga in ,  was very much i n  favor  of C o l l i e r .  So, 
when we came down t h e  f i n a l  s t r e t c h ,  I remember, I t a lked  t o  
P e t e r  on t h e  phone-whom I know q u i t e  well--he wanted a  twenty- 
f i v e  yea r  moratorium. It  was tough enough t h a t  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  i t  would f l y  w i th  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  s o  I j u s t  sa id- - jus t  
t y p i c a l  mule-horse trading--I s a i d ,  "Well, P e t e r ,  why don ' t  we 
j u s t  d i v i d e  i t  i n  two?'' Which h e  d i d ,  he  accepted t h a t .  So 
t h e  t h i n g  was only twelve y e a r s ,  and I guess we've only g o t  
fou r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s  t o  go now. 

Lage : Was t h a t  on a l l  t h e  r i v e r s ,  o r  was t h e  twelve-year moratorium 
on t h e  Eel?  

Livermore: Well,  i t  was on h i s  b i l l ,  which were b a s i c a l l y  t h e  North Coast 
r i v e r s .  And then ,  I remember one t h i n g  v i v i d l y ,  because I was 
asked t o  go w i t h  t h e  governor  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  speech i n  Eureka. 
T h i s  was j u s t  ;bout a couple  of months be fo re  t h e  governor 
made h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  b u t  we were s o r t  of warming up t o  i t .  A s  
I r e c a l l  i t ,  I ' d  had some c a b i n e t  i s s u e s  i n  e f f e c t  say ing  t h a t  
t h e  C o l l i e r  b i l l  was no good, and t h a t  I s t r o n g l y  recommended 
t h a t  h e  endorse t h e  Behr b i l l  i n  e f f e c t .  And t h e r e  was a  new 
man i n  t h e  cab ine t  a t  t h a t  t ime who was q u i t e  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  



Livermore: h i s  name was Don Liv ings ton .  H e ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  was q u i t e  
h e l p f u l  on t h i s .  H e  had very good p o l i t i c a l  antenna; h e  was 
s o r t  of t h e  l i a i s o n  wi th  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and so h e  was h e l p f u l  
on t h i s .  

The t h i n g  I remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i v i d l y  was when w e  
went up t o  Eureka and g o t  of f  t h e  plane--1'11 backt rack  a  
l i t t l e  b i t .  I had n o t  b r i e f e d  t h e  governor on my f e e l i n g ,  and 
b a s i c a l l y  t h e  c a b i n e t ' s  informal  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  t h e  C o l l i e r  
b i l l  was no good. When we got o f f  t h e  p lane ,  of course,  t h e  
l o c a l  r e p o r t e r s - - t h e r e f r e  s e v e r a l  newspapers over  there--they 
a l l  c l u s t e r e d  around t h e  governor,  and they  s a i d ,  "How do you 
f e e l ,  governor,  about t h i s ?  Aren ' t  you i n  f avo r  of t h e  C o l l i e r  
b i l l ? "  He s a i d  yes ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  which h e  doesn ' t  u s u a l l y  
do. He l ea rned  p r e t t y  well--as I t h i n k  h e  does now a s  
president--never t o  commit h imse l f ,  u s u a l l y  no t  t o  commit 
himself i n  advance because t h e s e  th ings  can always be e d i t e d  
a s  you g e t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  dec i s ion .  

Anyway, my f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  t imber i n d u s t r y  have never  
forg iven  m e  f o r  t h a t  because they t h i n k  I double-crossed them. 
I d i d n ' t  a t  a l l ;  i t ' s  j u s t  a  ques t ion  t h a t  they f e l t  t h a t  I 
single-handedly changed t h e  governor 's  mind. I don ' t  r e a l l y  
f e e l  I d id ;  I f e e l  i t  was done on t h e  b a s i s  of f u l l  cab ine t  
d i scuss ion ,  bu t  t h e r e  w a s  t h a t  s l i p .  

I remember another  i n c i d e n t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t .  It kind of 
bothered me, b u t  you can laugh a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  r e t r o s p e c t .  
Th i s  h a s n ' t  happened t o  me i n  my l i f e t i m e  ve ry  o f t e n ,  b u t  each 
year--and maybe they s t i l l  do i t - - the  Humboldt County l e a d e r s  
have a  b i g  crab-feed i n  Sacramento, and i t ' s  q u i t e  a  b i g  to-do. 
I t 's  a  l o t  of fun ,  a  l o t  of d r inks  beforehand, and t h e r e  a r e  a  
couple hundred people t%ere. And they ask a l l  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  
t h a t  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  and i t ' s  j u s t  a  s o r t  of a  jol ly-up.  The 
o t h e r  coun t i e s  do t h e  same th ing .  And of course ,  due t o  my 
f i f t e e n  yea r s  i n  t h e  redwood business--twenty y e a r s  counting 
Cloverdale--I knew a  l o t  of t h e s e  people.  One i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
who had been q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  me p o l i t i c a l l y  because he 'd  been 
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Clausen campaigns, re fused  t o  shake my hand 
because h e  was so mad about t h i s  w i ld  r i v e r s  b i l l .  I s a i d ,  
11 How a r e  you, Mi l t?"  (His name was Milt Huber; I always 
remembered t h a t . )  He p u t  h i s  hand behind h i s  back. That 
doesn ' t  happen t o  a person very o f t e n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  an 
o ld  f r i e n d .  And t h a t  was how ho t  t h e  wi ld  r i v e r s  w a s .  

Lage : Now, what was t h e  t imber  i ndus t ry ' s  ob jec t ion?  Was i t  f lood  
c o n t r o l  aga in?  



Livermore: Well, they objec ted  b i t t e r l y  because of t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
t imber ,  and t h a t  b r i n g s  i n  o ld  B i l l  Sco f i e ld .  I mentioned 
e a r l i e r ,  when we came down t h e  s t r e t c h  on t h a t  b i l l  t h e r e  was 
a t e r r i b l e  l o t  of jockeying. And I remember I i n s i s t e d ,  and 
s t i l l  i n s i s t ,  t h a t  t h e  phraseology was t h a t  t h e  s t r i c t u r e s  of 
t he  wi id  r i v e r s  l e g i s l a t i o n  would n o t  unreasonably r e s t r i c t  
t h e  t imber  i ndus t ry .  One reason  t h e  s t o r y  s t i l l  f e s t e r s  is  
t h a t  once i t  w a s  passed,  of cou r se ,  i t  was de lega ted  t o  m e  a s  
s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Resources t o  s t a r t  implementing i t ,  knowing t h e  
r e a l  tough f i g h t  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  i t ,  and working o u t  t h i s  
language, and, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  narrowing t h e  zone of i n f luence .  
It w a s  aimed, of course ,  mainly t o  prevent  dams, and t h e r e  
wasn't  t h a t  much argument about i t  because we had a l r eady  won 
t h e  Dos Rios f i g h t .  The t imber  i n d u s t r y  came i n t o  i t  because 
i t  was n o t  on ly  s topping  t h e  dams, bu t  i t  was a s c e n i c  c o r r i d o r .  
A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i t  was an e i g h t h  of a mi le  on each s i d e  o r  
some such th ing ,  where i n  e f f e c t  t h e r e  would be s t r i c t u r e s  
on t imber  c u t t i n g .  

Th i s  goes p a s t  my time a l i t t l e  b i t ,  my t ime i n  Sacramento. 
T h i s  was passed i n  '72, you say? 

Lage : Yes, December '72. 

Livermore: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  So we had two y e a r s  a f t e r  t h a t  i n  our  administra-  
t i o n .  Well, knowing of t h e s e  f i e r c e  c o n f l i c t s ,  I appointed a 
m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y  o f f i c e .  W e  went through t h e  budget r o u t e  on 
t h i s ,  and t h e  f e l l ow I had nominally i n  charge  w a s  from F i s h  
and Game, b u t  h e  had on h i s  team a park man and a f o r e s t r y  man 
and a wa te r  man. So r a t h e r  t han  g i v e  i t  t o  one department,  
I gave i t  t o  t h i s  f e l l o w  under me,supposedly working on t h i s  
m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n e  approach. Well,  I had o t h e r  eggs t o  f r y  and 
perhaps could have given i t  more a t t e n t i o n  myself o r  through 
my deputy Ford Ford. They s t u t t e r e d  along,  so  t h a t  they r e a l l y  
hadn ' t  produced much. They had a c e r t a i n  budget,  and they  
s t u d i e d  t h e  r i v e r s ,  and they'd go t o  meet ings,  and they  would 
work out  s o r t  of land-use p l ans .  So anyway by t h e  t ime we l e f t  
Sacramento i n  January of '75, they  r e a l l y  hadn ' t  produced much. 

I l ea rned  very s h o r t l y  t h a t  my successor ,  C l a i r e  Dedrick, 
who obviously had t h e  e a r  of t h e  conserva t ion  groups--perhaps 
more than  I d i d ,  having j u s t  been t h e  v ice-pres ident  of t h e  
S i e r r a  Club--decided t o  g e t  t h i s  t h i n g  o f f  base  and turned t h e  
whole t h i n g  over  t o  F i s h  and Game. It turned  o u t  l a t e r  t h i s  
f e l l ow I had chose, based on good advice ,  w a s  n o t  t h a t  
e f f e c t u a l .  I t h i n k  he  had some pe r sona l  problems o r  something, 
a f e l l ow named Glenn DeLisle,  I t h i n k  h i s  name was. 



Livermore: When C l a i r e  Dedrick d id  that--and whether o r  no t  t h i s  i s  an  
obse rva t ion  on h e r  t a c t i c s  o r  a p o s s i b l e  c r i t i c i s m  I ' m  no t  
sure--but she  apparent ly  expanded t h e  concept from what my 
concept was and s t i l l  is--a f a i r l y  narrow s t r i p  through t h e  
whole watershed. She o r  F ish  and Game farmed i t  o u t ,  I ' m  
t o l d ,  t o  Humboldt S t a t e  Univers i ty .  So t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I knew, 
s t a r t i n g  i n  about '76, some of my f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y  
s a i d ,  "Hey! This  i s n ' t  t h e  way w e  understood i t  when you were 
aboard because now t h e y ' r e  t a l k i n g  r idge top  t o  r i dge top  
c o n t r o l s . "  And I t h i n k  a t  one time they  even produced a l e t t e r  
o r  a quo te  from C h a r l i e  Fu l l e r ton .  The t imber  people s a i d ,  
 h his i s  no t  a wi ld  r i v e r .  Th i s  i s  a massive land-use c o n t r o l ,  
and w e  d o n ' t  l i k e  i t  worth a damn." And Char l i e  F u l l e r t o n  i s  
quoted as saying ,  "Well, I took my i n s t r u c t i o n s  from I k e  Liver- 
more, and t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t  '11 be." 

He was a b s o l u t e l y  wrong on t h a t  because I d id  no t  have t h i s  
massive land-use control-- that  g e t s  s o r t  of back t o  Stephen 
Fox's  John Muir book. There was a per iod ,  you know, when they 
t r i e d  t o  have f e d e r a l  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  where they 
would t e l l  you what you could do on your own property--which i s  
another  s t o r y  bu t  an argumentat ive one. 

The only  o t h e r  t h i n g  I can remember on wi ld  r i v e r s  i s  an 
i n c i d e n t  I remember very w e l l .  It must have been '73 o r  so ,  
and i t  involved Glenn De L i s l e ,  who's s t i l l  i n  p a r t  of t h e  
F i s h  and Game. We went t o  a convent ion,  I remember, i n  S t .  
Paul ;  i t  w a s  very p l easan t .  Hickel  spoke, and t h e r e  was a l o t  
of steam around t h i s  t h i n g  n a t i o n a l l y .  So h e  s a i d ,  "Well,  
Ike ,  we've g o t  t h i s  t h i n g  now. We've got  t o  p r e s e n t  our  p l an  
f o r  t h e  Smith River." Tha t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  p lan ;  t h i s  must have 
been, I guess ,  e a r l y  '74. I could e a s i l y  f i n d  t h e  d a t e .  I had 
a l o t  of t h i n g s  on my desk then,  and s o  f r a n k l y  I wasn ' t  t h a t  
w e l l  b r i e f e d .  I s a i d ,  "O.K., I ' l l  go up t h e r e ,  Glenn." He 
s a i d ,  you've got t o  run  t h i s  p u b l i c  meeting." 

Lage : [ laughing]  Oh, no! 

Livermore: So, boy! We went i n t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  c i t y  h a l l  o r  whatnot i n  
Crescent  Ci ty .  It wasn ' t  a very  b i g  p lace .  There were only 
about  two hundred people t h e r e .  The f i r s t  f e l l ow t h a t  got  up-- 
I ' d  remember h i s  name i f  I looked a t  my files-anyway he was a 
supe rv i so r .  I guess  I must have had some k ind  of  a p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  
you u s u a l l y  do. You know, j u s t  a s h o r t  preamble, "Ladies and 
gentlemen, we're  gathered h e r e  t oge the r  t o  discuss--" [ l augh te r ]  
Then t h i s  supe rv i so r  s a i d ,  "Well. My r e a c t i o n  is very s u c c i n c t  
and t o  t h e  po in t .  I t h i n k  t h e  first o r d e r  of bus iness  is t h a t  
t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of Resources should go r i g h t  back home t o  
Sacramento. " Tha t ' s  what he  s a i d ,  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  meeting, and 



Livermore: t h a t  s e t  t h e  t e n o r  of t h e  whole t h i n g ,  and I r e a l i z e d  
immediately--I s a i d ,  "Boy, t h i s  i s  a l o t  h o t t e r  p o t a t o  than 
I expected." We d id  go back t o  Sacramento. [ laughing]  And 
t h a t  was r e a l l y  t h e  l a s t  c o n t a c t  I had wi th  t h e  wild r i v e r s  
u n t i l  l a t e r  people s t a r t e d  complaining, a s  I say ,  about t h i s  
r idge top  t o  r i dge top  concept.  And t h e  l a s t  I heard t h e y ' r e  
s t i l l  a rguing  about i t .  

Lage : The l e g i s l a t i o n  must n o t  have been too  c l e a r .  

Livermore: I t 's  l i k e  i t  o f t e n  happens; you g e t  a b a s i c  law. I t 's  l i k e  t h e  
EPA, and then  t h e  bureaucrac ies  i n t e r p r e t  i t ,  and i t ' s  l i k e  t h e  
sequence on a l o t  of t h e s e  th ings .  So I t h i n k  t h e  b a s i c  law 
was c l e a r ,  bu t  i n  f a i r n e s s  t o  both s i d e s ,  i f  you u s e  terms l i k e :  
"This strip should no t  unreasonably a f f e c t  t h e  t imber industry!'-- 
now, how do you d e f i n e  unreasonably,  you see? The conservat ion-  . . 

ists say i t ' s  no t  unreasonable t o  c o n t r o l  t h i s  whole bas in .  Of 
course,  t h e  F ish  and Game were r e c e p t i v e  too ,  because i t ' s  damn 
near  impossible  t o  l o g  wi thout  some s i l t a t i o n .  

So i t ' s  j u s t  a problem, and t h e  l a s t  I heard t h e r e  was a 
compromise. Of course,  t h i s  t i e s  i n t o  Watt and t h e  wild r i v e r s ,  
and Huey Johnson who succeeded C l a i r e  Dedrick, and Governor 
Brown and so forth--and t h a t ' s  t h e  f e d e r a l  wild r i v e r s ,  which 
a r e  kind of a reenforcement of t h e  s t a t e  ones. Watt, t o  every- 
one ' s  amazement has  n o t  t r i e d  t o  ove r tu rn  what [Sec re t a ry  C e c i l ]  
Andrus decided on t h a t .  I ' m  no t  completely c l e a r  myself a s  t o  
t h e  exac t  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  f e d e r a l  and t h e  s t a t e  b i l l ;  i t ' s  
a very  complex r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

But t h e  l a s t  I heard,  t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  work out  a 
compromise. And t h e  timber i n d u s t r y ,  who a r e  b a s i c a l l y ,  f o r  
obvious reasons ,  n o t  a g a i n s t  dams, were t r y i n g  t o  work something 
out  where they  would g e t  back more t o  what a t  l e a s t  my o r i g i n a l  
concept was. They would minimize t h i s  massive l and  c o n t r o l  
t h ing .  So t h e r e  a r e  two elements:  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  t imber and 
t h e  water  people.  

Lage : I can s e e  when you say you ' re  caught i n  t h e  middle,  t h a t ' s  
r e a l l y  t r u e .  P re s su re  and bad f e e l i n g  on both s i d e s .  

Livermore: Oh, yes! 



Water Resources Control  Board 

Lage : L e t ' s  t u r n  t o  water  p o l l u t i o n .  The Porter-Cologne Act, I guess ,  
was 1969 and s e t  up t h e  S t a t e  Water Resources Cont ro l  Board. 
Am I c o r r e c t  t h e r e ?  

Livermore: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

Lage : Was t h a t  an administration-backed b i l l ?  

Livermore: Yes, i t  was s t r o n g l y  backed. It had i t s  antecedents  be fo re  
t he  Reagan admin i s t r a t i on  came aboard. When we came aboard 
t h e r e  were t h e  two d i f f e r e n t  boards.  There was t h e  Water 
Qua l i t y  Board and t h e  Water P o l l u t i o n  Control  Board, a s  I r e c a l l  
it. They were combined i n t o  t h e  WRCB, t h e  Water Resources 
Cont ro l  Board, under t h e  Porter-Cologne Act. Th i s  was a g r e a t  
th ing ,  a s  n e a r l y  as I could make ou t .  It s t reaml ined  t h e  
department;  i t  combined-obviously--functions t h a t  were i n t e r -  
r e l a t e d .  It was a l i - t t l e  l i k e  t h e  Park and Recrea t ion  having 
two boards,  and they became one. And t h e  f i r s t  execu t ive  
s e c r e t a r y  w a s  a man named Kerry Mulligan who came from t h e  Napa 
Valley,  who I t h i n k  d id  a very  good job.  And they were q u i t e  
h e l p f u l  on t h e  Dos Rios dec i s ion .  But most of t h e i r  t ime was 
taken up dur ing  my e i g h t  y e a r s  w i th  t h r e e  major dec i s ions .  
There w a s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  d e l t a ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  
American River  and t h e  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  New Melones. And i n  a l l  
t h r e e  cases ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my observa t ion ,  they d id  a very  
good job on b r idg ing  t h e  power p l ay  between conserva t ion  and 
water  use.  And of course those  t h r e e  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  being 
d isputed ,  you might say. 

Lag e : Did they  dec ide  i n  f avo r  of t h e  New Melones Dam? 

Livermore: Yes and no. The d e c i s i o n  they made w a s  t h a t  t h e  New Melones 
Dam could no t  be f i l l e d  u n t i l  t h e  water  w a s  con t r ac t ed  f o r .  
That d e c i s i o n ' s  been i n  d i s p u t e  eve r  s i n c e ,  and I guess  i t ' s  
s t i l l  i n  d i spu te .  I d o n f L  f u l l y  understand a l l  t h e  ramifica-  
t i o n s .  A t  one p o i n t  t h e  c o u r t s  r u l e d  i n  favor  of s t a t e ' s  
c o n t r o l l i n g  water  q u a l i t y  and water  supply legis lat ion--which 
i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  Watt h a s  appa ren t ly  confirmed. Then a y e a r  o r  
so ago Andrus seemed, a t  l e a s t  from where I s i t ,  t o  k ind  of 
r eve r se  himself  because h e  s a i d  t h e  dam should be  f i l l e d .  This  
has  t o  do wi th  a l e g a l  squabble.  

Of t h e  t h r e e  i s s u e s ,  t h e  Sacramento River  was t h e  most 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  because t h i s  p i t t e d  t h e  Water Resources Control  
Board a t  100 percent  loggerheads w i t h  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
community i n  t h e  no r the rn  San Joaquin Valley. The r e s u l t  was 



Livermore: t i e d  i n  wi th  t h e  Auburn Dam,  which i n c i d e n t a l l y  I heard 
d iscussed  r e c e n t l y  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l  wi th  I n t e r i o r  Undersecretary 
Hodel when I was back i n  Washington. I made a b r i e f  c a l l  on 
Sec re t a ry  Watt--this involves  t h e  economics of t h e  Auburn Dam. 
So what t h e  Water Resources Cont ro l  Board d e c i s i o n  d i d  on t h e  
American River  w a s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t o  mandate minimum flows through 
t h e  c i t y  of Sacramento, p r e t t y  much. Temporarily a t  leas t - -  
and t h a t  w a s  t e n  y e a r s  ago--that has  blocked t h e  completion of 
t h e  Folsom South Canal,  which would d e l i v e r  water  more o r  l e s s  
t o  t h e  Stockton Region. Th i s  w a s  a h o t  p o t a t o  and s t i l l  is. 
I remember going t o  a meeting i n  Stockton where I almost had 
my head b i t t e n  o f f  because of supporting--which t h e  governor 
d id  too-- this  dec is ion .  

Of course ,  t hey ' r e  a q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  body and, as I r e c a l l  
i t ,  except  by t h e  powers of appointment,  t h e  governor had no 
power t o  change t h e i r  dec i s ion .  

Lage : Tha t ' s  what I w a s  going t o  say.  You cou ldn ' t  i n t e r f e r e  i n  
t h e i r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  

Livermore: No, I cou ldn ' t  i n t e r f e r e .  And s o  I d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much t o  do 
wi th  them except  t o  f u r n i s h  cab ine t  i s s u e s  t o  t h e  governor,  
and of course ,  t o  lend  my weight--to t h e  e x t e n t  I was consul ted ,  
which wasn ' t  a g r e a t  d e a l  on those  t h r e e  dec i s ions .  The 
American River  one w a s ,  a s  I say ,  perhaps t h e  most emotional 
because of t h e  people i n  Sacramento. The most voca l  perhaps 
w e r e  t h e  Sacramento S t a t e  [Un ive r s i t y ]  s t u d e n t s  because they  
loved t o  go down t h e  r i v e r  i n  a r a f t .  And of course  t h e  
farmers  s a i d ,  "That's a bum d e a l .  We're going t o  pay f o r  t h i s  
dam; i t ' s  ou r  water ,  and w e  d o n ' t  t h i n k  you should be a b l e  t o  
r a f t  on it." It 's  l i k e  t h e s e  f a s c i n a t i n g  c o n f l i c t s .  

I n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  d e l t a ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  r equ i r ed  minimum 
flows t o ,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  a p o i n t  on Sherman I s l and .  Th i s  case  
took an enormous amount of t ime and w a s  very  complex. The 
s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  d e l t a  problem w a s  an  uneasy compromise between 
t h e  Department of Water Resources and t h e  Water Resources 
Control  Board. They decided t h a t  i n . c e r t a i n  areas west of 
Sherman I s l a n d ,  water  u s e r s  would have t o  have t h e i r  water  
d e l i v e r e d  over land ,  because t h e  water  people would no t  ag ree  
t o  main ta in  s a l i n i t y  s t anda rds  west of t h i s  l i n e .  

Then I guess  it  w a s  p a r t  of t h e  WRCB t h a t  w a s  involved 
in another  d i s p u t e  t h a t  f l a r e d  h o t  and heavy f o r  a while .  That 
was t h e  Mokelumne Canal t h a t  w a s  promoted by t h e  Eas t  Bay 
people.  I had a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  do wi th  t h i s .  I don' t  remember 
i:t i n  d e t a i l ,  bu t  I remember th ink ing  t h a t  t h i s  is phony because 
i f  water  coming ou t  of t h e  C l i f t o n  Court Forebay ( d e l t a  pumping 



Livermore: p l a n t ) ,  which is p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e  water  system, i s  good enough 
f o r  a l l  of southern  C a l i f o r n i a ,  southern  Eas t  Bay coun t i e s ,  
Santa  Clara  and t h a t  whole a r e a ,  how come i t ' s  not  pure  enough 
f o r  Oakland? Well, i t  turned o u t  i t  w a s ,  I th ink ,  l a r g e l y  
emotional and p a r t l y  s e m i p o l i t i c a l  i n  t h a t  San Franc isco  had 
i t s  Hetch Hetchy, s o  t h e r e f o r e  why shou ldn ' t  Contra Costa 
County have i t s  own s e p a r a t e  p i p e l i n e  t o  t h e  Mokelumne, j u s t  
as San Franc isco  has  t o  t h e  Tuolumne. 

/I /I 

Livennore: You asked about  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  and, of course,  t h e y ' r e  
interwoven. The p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  has  t o  do wi th  t h e  p u r i t y  
of t h e  d e l t a  up t o  a c e r t a i n  po in t .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of New Melones 
and t h e  American River ,  t h e  problem was n o t  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  
a s  much a s  p re se rv ing  ins t ream flow. 

So, g e t t i n g  back t o  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  t o  
do, I remember, w i th  t h e  San Franc isco  Bay--forcing t h e  bay t o  
c l e a n  up. There were some very heavy d i s p u t e s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  
wi th  t h e  navy. The navy w a s  one of t h e  worst  offenders-- 
Hunters Po in t  Yard--and t h e y ' r e  g r ind ing  meta l  and doing a l l  
t h i s  s t u f f  and dumping meta l  i n t o  t h e  bay. They, of course,  
had enormous power and s t i l l  do through t h e i r  t i e  w i th  t h e  
Department of Defense. 

Oh, and I should mention also--perhaps way up nea r  number 
one--the funding of t h e  South Tahoe Sewer Control  D i s t r i c t - -  
sometimes c a l l e d  STUPID, I remember, by t h e  EPA. Some people  
d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t - - t he  South Tahoe P u b l i c  U t i l i t y  D i s t r i c t ;  t h a t ' s  
i t ,  STUPID! 

The EPA inf luenced  water  q u a l i t y  a l l  over t h e  state; they 
were very  a c t i v e ,  and I t h i n k  very  e f f e c t i v e .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
t h i s  i s  pos t  my Sacramento days, b u t  they a r e  appa ren t ly  t i e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e c e n t  redwood park  problems and t h e  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  
problems in terms of EPA regulat ions--I  t h i n k  i t ' s  c a l l e d  890 
o r  something l i k e  tha t - - tha t  has  t o  do wi th  water  p u r i t y .  I 
know t h i s  i s  one of t h e ,  I ' d  guess  you'd say olLgoing, d i s p u t e s  
I s t i l l  have wi th  t h e  S i e r r a  Club on t h e  redwood park. I n  t h e  
'68 d e a l  t h e  lumber i ndus t ry  w a s  guaranteed i n  t h e  Congressional  
Record--at l e a s t  promised i s  a b e t t e r  word--an increased  c u t  
from t h e  S ix  Rivers  Nat iona l  Fo res t  ( t h i s  is i n  my l e t t e r  t o  
Andrus, i f  you hclppened t o  read it)--and i n s t e a d  of i t s  be ing  
increased ,  i t ' s  decreased.  Now I ' m  t o l d  by t h e  S i e r r a  Club-- 
i n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  appa ren t ly  r e v e r s i n g  t h e i r  views-- 
t h a t  i t ' s  because of a new water  q u a l i t y  law t h a t  r e q u i r e s  more 
p u r i t y  i n  t h e  r i v e r s .  This  is, as I say ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r  my 
t i m e  i n  Sacramento, bu t  i t ' s  p e r t i n e n t .  



Livermore: So, aga in ,  coming back t o  t h e  water  q u a l i t y ,  t h e  EPA was very 
m i l i t a n t ,  and I t h i n k  very e f f e c t i v e  and a l s o  q u i t e  p o l i t i c a l  
i n  terms of t h e s e  g r a n t s .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  EPA funding 
formula, implemented v i a  our Water Resources Cont ro l  Board was 
75 percent  f e d e r a l ,  12% percent  s t a t e  and 12% percent  l o c a l .  
Of course,  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  Water Qua l i t y  Board's a c t i o n s  
were do l ing  o u t  t h e s e  sewage c o n t r o l  t h ings .  The Water Qual i ty  
Board was t h e  funne l ;  they  were t h e  c lear inghouse  f o r  t h e  EPA 
money from Washington. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a l l  t h e s e  f a s c i n a t i n g  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  very 
soon o r  very f r equen t ly  go t  i n t o  growth c o n t r o l  because t h e  
t y p i c a l  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  engineer  would produce a  p l a n t  t h a t  
would p r o j e c t  "x" popula t ion  growth. Then c e r t a i n  communities-- 
t h i s  happened p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  I know, r i g h t  over  t h e  h i l l  h e r e  i n  
Bolinas--they s a i d ,  "We don ' t  agree  w i t h  your p r o j e c t i o n s .  
We're 5,000 now, and you've got  u s  a s  a community of 25,000 
t e n  o r  twenty y e a r s  from now. Tha t ' s  ba lderdash;  w e  don ' t  
agree  w i t h  you." They a c t u a l l y  fought  them i n  t h e  c o u r t s .  
So these  were a l l  i n t e r tw ined ,  t h e  wa te r  r i g h t s ,  t h e  wa te r  
q u a l i t y ,  and popula t ion  growth. 

Lage : There i s  ano the r  t h i n g  t h a t  en t e red  i n t o  popu la t ion  growth. 
I found an  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e c i s i o n  where they c u r t a i l e d  sewage 
expansion i n  a r e a s  t h a t  were exper ienc ing  p o l l u t i o n .  They were 
say ing  t h a t  they wouldn't  a l low f o r  more popu la t ion  growth i n  
t hose  a r e a s ,  s o  they  r e a l l y  took on a  broader  p lanning  func t ion .  

Livermore: Well,  you ' re  r i g h t ,  and aga in  I come back t o  Tahoe which was a  
g r e a t  p a r t  of my a c t i v i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  du r ing  my f i r s t  s e v e r a l  
years .  Th i s  involved--fascinating--the s i z i n g  of t h e  sewage 
export  p i p e  from t h e  whole west and n o r t h  s e c t i o n s  of Tahoe, 
which goes a l l  t h e  way down t h e  Truckee River ,  p i c k s  up t h e  
Squaw Valley and a l l  t h e  l o c a l  r i v e r  sewage, and I t h i n k  even 
t h e  Donner Lake sewage, and goes around t h e  h i l l  and pumps 
sewage i n t o  Martis Lake. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  R u s s e l l  T r a i n  w a s  
a c t i v e  i n  t h a t  because h e  w a s  s t i l l  t h e  EPA head, and h e  
b a s i c a l l y  is a  good, sound, moderate envi ronmenta l i s t .  Th i s  
had t o  do w i t h  t h e  s i z i n g  of t h e  pipe.  The developers ,  of 
course,  wanted, I t h i n k  i t  w a s  a  36-inch diameter  p ipe ,  bu t  
t h e  EPA wouldn't  a l low i t .  T h i s  was i n f u r i a t i n g  t o  a  l o t  of 
people,  b u t  t h a t ' s  one way of c o n t r o l l i n g  growth. 

I used t o  say t o  t h e  water  q u a l i t y  people who were h e l p f u l  
t o  u s  a t  t h e  t ime when I was p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c t i v e  i n .  t h e  Tahoe 
agency a s  t h e  governor 's  appoin tee  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  t h a t  
they should be  a b l e  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  t h e  proper ly  p r o j e c t e d  water  
needs of t h e  Tahoe b a s i n  and then  simply shu t  o f f  t h e  pe rmi t s  
when t h i s  f i g u r e  w a s  reached.  That ,  I n o t i c e ,  w a s  n o t  done 



Livermore: u n t i l  about t h e  l a s t  yea r  o r  so. Now they  have go t  tougher 
s t r i c t u r e s ;  they  say ,  "Look, t h e r e ' s  only so much water ,  and 
even though you have a  l o t  ready t o  b u i l d  on, you c a n ' t  g e t  
any water  f o r  it." The t r o u b l e ,  of course,  i s  t h e  degree of 
water  conserva t ion  and t h e  amount of use.  A s  we learned  h e r e  
i n  Marin County, you can g e t  by wi th  much l e s s  water  i f  you 
have t o .  The re ' s  a wide f l e x i b z l i t y  i n  how much water  you use.  
So t h e  WRCB w a s  an  e f f e c t i v e  board,  and I was comfortable  w i th  
them. 

Lage : Did you work c l o s e l y  wi th  them? 

Livermore: Yes, they a t t ended  a l l  my s t a f f  meetings. A s  I say ,  s i n c e  they 
were q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  i t  was a  ques t ion  of t h e i r  c l u i n g  me i n  
and my encouraging them. There weren ' t ,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  a s  
many c a b i n e t  i s s u e s  on WRCB a s  t h e r e  were on a i r  p o l l u t i o n .  
A i r  p o l l u t i o n  was more--well, I w a s  going t o  say more p o l i t i c a l .  
I remember t h e r e  was an  a l l i e d  ques t ion ;  t h e  sewage workers of 
San Franc isco  s t r u c k  a t  one time. Th i s  d i d n ' t  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  
t h e  Water Resources Control  Board, b u t  i t  d id  involve a  l o t  of 
p o l l u t i o n  be ing  r e l e a s e d  i n  t h e  San Francisco Bay. It caused 
q u i t e  a  f u r o r .  

Water I s s u e s  and the  Reagan Adminis t ra t ion  

Lage : It 's  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  Reagan i s  g iven  h i g h e s t  marks, I guess ,  
f o r  h i s  wa te r  r e l a t e d  dec i s ions ,  i nc lud ing  p o l l u t i o n  and 
resources .  

Livermore: I t h i n k  he deserves  them, l a r g e l y  because of t h e  Porter-Cologne 
Act and the  people he  appointed t o  t h e  board and t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e -  
ness .  Those t h r e e  major d e c i s i o n s  I made were a l l  very unpopular 
w i th  development types .  

You!.resaying t h e  governor,  now p r e s i d e n t ,  go t  g r e a t  c r e d i t  
f o r  t h a t .  I pe r sona l ly  don ' t  t h i n k  he deserves  nea r  a s  much 
c r e d i t  f o r  t h a t  as f o r  t h e  Minarets  road o r  t h e  Dos Rios 
d e c i s i o n  o r  t h e  Southern Crossing o r  t h e  redwood park  o r  a l o t  
of o t h e r  t h ings .  Because f o r  one t h i n g ,  i t  wasn ' t  t h a t  
d i f f i c u l t .  

Lag e  : He wasn ' t  t h a t  involved i n  i t  d i r e c t l y ?  

Livermore: I don' t r e c a l l  i t  t h a t  way, no. I t h i n k  probably t h e  reason 
t h a t  t h e  admin i s t r a t i on  gave him t h a t  much c r e d i t  f o r  i t  i s  
t h a t  t h e  water  p o l l u t i o n  e f f o r t s  were r e l a t i v e l y  noncont rovers ia l .  



Livermore: I mean everybody's i n  f avo r  of pure  water ,  and i t  was, I th ink ,  
a  l i t t l e  l i k e  a i r  pol lut ion--very forward looking  i n  terms of 
o t h e r  s t a t e s .  

Reagan's A i r  P o l l u t i o n  Record 

Lage : Are you f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Jou rna l?  

Livermore: Yes, I subsc r ibe  t o  i t .  

Lage : The same j o u r n a l  t h a t  makes such good remarks about  t h e  water  
c o n t r o l ,  water  issues-- 

Livermore: Is t h i s  a  r e c e n t  i s s u e  of t h e  jou rna l ?  

Lage : No, i t ' s  n o t ;  t h i s  i s  December '75. Anyway, they  gave him very 
bad marks on a i r  p o l l u t i o n .  

Livermore: Well, t h e r e  a r e  a  couple  reasons  f o r  t h a t .  Th i s  is  j u s t  from 
memory, bu t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  f e a t u r e s  t he re :  one was t h a t  
t h e r e  was a  woman on t h e  board,  I f o r g e t  h e r  name, and she  was 
very voca l ,  a s  I r e c a l l  it. 

Lage : Thi s  i s  on t h e  Air--? 

Livermore: The A i r  P o l l u t i o n  Board. She was d i s p u t a t i o u s  i n  t h a t  she  was 
an a c t i v e  Democrat. There 's  no th ing  wrong wi th  t h a t ,  of course ,  
but  she  was a  l i t t l e  too  m i l i t a n t ,  pu t  i t  t h a t  way--on t h e  
p u r i t y  s i d e .  And so  t h e  governor,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  f i r e d  her-- 
I don ' t  remember d e t a i l s .  

Another reason ,  and I t h i n k  probably t h e  b i g g e s t  reason-- 
and t h i s  i s  more a  p o l i t i c a l  philosophy reason  than  an  environ- 
mental reason--is t h a t  t h e r e  was l e g i s l a t i o n  at tempted s e v e r a l  
t imes du r ing  our  s t a y  i n  Sacramento t h a t  would lump ;he a i r  
p o l l u t i o n  agencies  i n  t h e  Los Angeles b a s i n  toge the r .  The 
main stumbling b lock  f o r  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l l y  was P e t e  Schabarum, 
who i s  s t i l l  an  L.A. supe rv i so r .  He was v i o l e n t l y  a g a i n s t  i t ,  
and i t  came up s e v e r a l  t imes ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t .  
It f i n a l l y  came t o  a  head i n  about '73, I b e l i e v e  i t  was. But 
Schabarum and o t h e r s  persuaded t h e  governor n o t  t o  s i g n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  a g r e e  wi th  i t  myself ;  i t ' s  a  ma t t e r  of 
r e g i o n a l  government. I t 's  a  hang-up t h a t  many people have, 
t h e  theory  t h a t  l o c a l  government can do no wrong and r e g i o n a l  
government i s  another  l a y e r  of government and t h e r e f o r e  i s  bad. 



Livermore: Th i s  was a  problem, and i s  s t i l l  a  problem t o  a  degree,  i n  
Lake Tahoe. I d o n ' t  pe r sona l ly  ag ree  wi th  i t ;  I t h i n k  I h a t e  
bureaucracy a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  next  person;  i t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  
when you pu t  another  l a y e r  i n  t h e r e .  Which i s  t r u e  a t  Tahoe 
and which w a s  t h e  case  wi th  t h i s  proposa l  i n  t h e  Los Angeles 
bas in .  Now a s  I understand i t ,  a couple y e a r s  a f t e r  we--the 
Reagan adminis t ra t ion- - le f t ,  they d i d  pass  i t .  Governor Brown 
d id  s i g n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and I t h i n k  i t ' s  probably good. The 
reason Schabarum w a s  a g a i n s t  i t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  was f r ank ly  
p rov inc i a l .  The c i t y  had i t s  own guys t h a t  measured a l l  t h e  
a i r  and made a l l  t h e  r u l e s  and every th ing ,  and they d i d n ' t  
c o t t o n  t o  t he  i d e a  t h a t  i t  should b e  a  basinwide th ing .  

Lage: Even though t h e  smog i s  basinwide. 

Livermore: Yes, i t ' s  j u s t  r i d i c u l o u s ,  even though t h e  smog i s  basinwide. 
So those  a r e  two th ings  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Lage : Was t h a t  something t h a t  you fought  f o r  y o u r s e l f ?  O r  d i d  you 
have--? 

Livermore: On t h e  cab ine t ,  yes .  I ' d  s ay  t h e  whole environmental c l imate ,  
both n a t i o n a l l y  and i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  dec l ined  somewhat a f t e r ,  say ,  
'72. I n  terms of land  use ,  i n  terms of t h i s  a i r  p o l l u t i o n ,  
i n  terms of s e v e r a l  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Lage : No what do you mean i t  dec l ined?  Do you mean t h e  p re s su res  
f o r  i t - -?  

Livermore: Well,  I t h i n k  t h e  c l o u t  of environmentalism, I ' d  s ay ,  dec l ined  
a f t e r  about '72. I t h i n k  of t h i s  t h i n g  you j u s t  mentioned; 
I th ink  of land-use l e g i s l a t i o n  on a  f e d e r a l  b a s i s ;  I th ink  of 
t h e  " loss"  i n  t he  Alaska pipeline--I'm j u s t  t h ink ing  of f e d e r a l  
i s s u e s .  Those a r e  t h r e e  t h a t  come t o  mind. Also, I ' m  t h ink ing  
of t h e s e  b ig  waterway p r o j e c t s  t h a t  kep t  going and so f o r t h .  

Ge t t i ng  back t o  a i r  p o l l u t i o n ,  I remember one amusing 
inc iden t .  The chairman of t h e  A i r  Board w a s  [A.J.] Haagen-Smit, 
j u s t  a marvelous fe l low.  A s  I d i d  ceremoniously on s e v e r a l  
occas ions ,  I was asked t o  go down t o  s o r t  of g r e e t  t h e  new 
A i r  Board. Th i s  is  a f t e r  t h i s  replacement,  which my mind i s  a 
l i t t l e  fuzzy on. But t h e  p o i n t  is ,  a  couple of months a f t e r -  
wards t h e r e  was another  m e e t i ~ g  of t h e  s t a t e  board,  and s o  
Haagen-Smit i n v i t e d  me down aga in .  I e i t h e r  saw him o r  t a lked  
t o  him on t h e  phone, and I s a i d ,  "If you r e a l l y  would l i k e  me 
t o  come down I ' l l  do so ,  bu t  t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h  I ' m  awful 
busy, and I ' d  as soon s k i p  it." Then he said--which kind of 
endeared him t o  me--he s a i d  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  "Well, Ike ,  
I don ' t  blame you a  b i t  f o r  n o t  wanting t o  come down. Real ly ,  
t h i s  i s  t h e  most bor ing  damn s t u f f  i n  t h e  world." [ l augh te r ]  



Livermore: That  w a s  t h e  chairman speaking. To me, f r a n k l y ,  i t  w a s  bor ing  
because i t ' s  very t e c h n i c a l  and w a s  n o t  my f i r s t  i n t e r e s t .  
I remember t h e  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  i s s u e s ,  which I f r e q u e n t l y  brought 
t o  t h e  c a b i n e t ;  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  w e l l  prepared on. There ' s  
t h e  n i t r a t e s  of oxygen and t h e  oxygen n i t r i t e ,  and t h e r e ' s  t h e  
e t h e r  and t h e  C02 and t h e  methane, and i t ' s  very complicated. 

Another reason t h a t  comes t o  mind w a s ,  of course ,  t h a t  t h e  
governor w a s  a g a i n s t  mandating an  emission in spec t ion .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  f i g h t  is  s t i l l  going on; i t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  w a s  one of 
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  Watt and [Anne] Gorsuch a r e  accused of c u r r e n t l y .  
She w a s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  mandated v e h i c l e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  
sanc t ions  and so f o r t h .  And t h a t  i s  a tough one; i t ' s  l i k e  
motorcycle helmets.  You could go on and on about t h e s e  phi lo-  
soph ica l  problems; i s  i t  p u b l i c  good ve r sus  p r i v a t e  r i g h t s ?  
So Reagan w a s  a g a i n s t  t h a t .  

Lage : Was i t  because--? 

Livermore: He w a s  a g a i n s t  i t  because of t h e  pe r sona l  l i b e r t y  type  of t h i n g ,  
p l u s  t h e  c o s t  of t h e  mandated emission in spec t ions .  And h e  
wasn ' t  as comfortable,  I would have t o  s ay ,  wi th  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  
c o n t r o l  as he  w a s  wi th  water  p o l l u t i o n .  I ,  j u s t  o f f  t h e  top  
of my head r i g h t  now, d o n ' t  r e c a l l  why. But I t h i n k  t h e  b igges t  
one was t h e  L.A. b a s i n ,  because you know, everybody knows, how 
awful t h e  p o l l u t i o n  i s  t h e r e ,  and you had a l l  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  
l i t t l e  nabobs wi th  t h e i r  own l i t t l e  ana lyze r s  and s o r t  of 
d i f f e r e n t  r u l e s .  I w a s  d i sappoin ted  when he  vetoed t h a t .  

Some Thoughts on t h e  Wilderness  

[ In t e rv i ew 4: October 27, 1981]i/i/ 

Lage : You had some thoughts  as a r e s u l t  of reading  Dave Brower's 
o r a l  h i s  t o ry .  x 

Livermore: Well, yes .  I w a s  u t t e r l y  f a s c i n a t e d  by t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  on 
Dave Brower; I ' v e  read  a l l  b u t  t h e  last  f i f t y  pages o r  so .  I 
could comment a t  l eng th  on i t ,  b u t  most p a r t i c u l a r l y  on h i s  
quote on page 67 where he  says ,  "The wi lderness  is  t h e  h i g h e s t  

.- 
David R. Brower, Environmental A c t i v i s t ,  P u b l i c i s t ,  and Prophet,  
S i e r r a  Club Oral His tory  P r o j e c t ,  Regional Oral His tory  Of f i ce ,  



Livermore: form of m u l t i p l e  use." And h e  g i v e s  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  l ead ing  t o  
t h a t .  And then  h i s  l a s t  sen tence  says ,  "This i s  my i d e a  of 
t h e  h ighes t  form of m u l t i p l e  use." And I t h i n k  i t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  
s ta tement  of Brower's phi losophy,  of Dave's philosophy. I ag ree  
wi th  i t ;  h e  mentions pu re  water ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  
gene t i c - r e se rvo i r ,  e t  c e t e r a .  But t h e  problem is ,  quot ing  
from another  f a s c i n a t i n g  a r t i c l e  t h a t  I r an  a c r o s s  r e c e n t l y ,  
and t h i s  is by M r .  Thomas Rickert--whom I ' v e  never  heard of-- 
w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  Boston College Environmental A f f a i r s  Law Review. 
This  i s  volume 8 ,  number 4 ,  1980. I n  h i s  conclus ion ,  which i s  
b e a u t i f u l l y  supported by e a r l i e r  d a t a ,  h e  s ays  t h e  following-- 
and I quo te  i n  p a r t :  "Wilderness-use management has  i n  many 
r e s p e c t s  proved a u s e f u l  t o o l  f o r  bo th .  t h e  Departments o f -  
Agr i cu l tu re  and t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  bu t  i t s  v a l i d i t y  a s  a framework 
w i t h i n  which t o  b u i l d  a wi lde rnes s  p r e s e r v a t i o n  system must be 
quest ioned."  He goes on t o  s ay ,  and I quote:  ' 'Wilderness i s  
no t  a r e sou rce  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  water ,  t imber  and minera ls  a r e  
resources."  And f i n a l l y  h e  says ,  "The only  way wi lde rnes s  
p re se rva t ion  can be rescued from t h e  i l l o g i c  and i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  
of t h e  RARE process  is through a r e v i s i o n  of i t s  s t a t u t o r y  
framework. " 

So I t h i n k  t h a t  summarizes t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  Brower has  
and I have and many people  have--it 's sometimes expressed:  how 
can you have a l l  u s e s  on one a c r e ?  O r  expressed d i f f e r e n t l y ,  
how can you have a l l  u s e s  on a m i l l i o n  a c r e s ?  So, i t ' s  t h e  o l d  
argument of t h e  a e s t h e t i c  ve r sus  t h e  measurable,  and i t  t i e s  i n  
t o  t h e  EPA and a l l  t h e  r e s t  of i t .  So, i n  e f f e c t ,  I ag ree  wi th  
Dave's enthusiasm f o r  t h e  m u l t i p l e  use ,  you might say ,  of t h e  
a e s t h e t i c s  and t h e  wi lderness .  But you have  t o  a l s o  be  aware 
of t h e  va lues  of m a t e r i a l  commodities. A s  I t h i n k  I mentioned 
e a r l i e r ,  I ' m  a l i t t l e  lukewarm on t h e  c u r r e n t  e f f o r t s  of t h e  
Wilderness  Soc ie ty  and o t h e r s  i n  t h a t  they appear  t o  be  aiming 
f o r  more q u a n t i t y  than  q u a l i t y .  And I could u s e  c e r t a i n  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, I l i k e  t h e  new concept--I 
t h ink  I mentioned i t  a t  t h e  Bancroft--of t h e  "cherry stem," 
which I had c a l l e d  a " s a l i e n t . "  I t h i n k  a s  t h e  wi lderness  
movement matures ,  a s  I hope i t  w i l l ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be  a l o t  
of.  t h e s e  cher ry  stems t h a t  w i l l  b e  plucked o f f  and c e r t a i n  
wi lderness  p e n e t r a t i n g  roads  abandoned. If you have a super-  
l a t i v e  wi lde rnes s  area--and perhaps as .handy an i l l u s t r a t i o n  
a s  any i s  t h e  Sespe-Fraser,  which invo lves  t h e  condor--that 
blankety-blank road going down t h e  Sespe should be b l a s t e d  
o u t ,  e r a d i c a t e d .  So anyway, t h a t  's perhaps enough on t h a t  
s u b j e c t .  

Lage : Very good, thank you. I f  t h e r e ' s  something e l s e  l i k e  t h a t ,  
j u s t  b r i n g  i t  up. 



Livermore: We1l;the only o t h e r  t h i n g  i n  t h e  Brower book, of course,  was 
t h a t  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  sent iment  where when I appa ren t ly  accused 
Dave of being d i shones t  i n  promulgating The Las t  Redwoods, t h a t  
he  d i d n ' t  pop of f  i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n .  And i t ' s  a l s o  - - 

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  me, of course ,  t h a t  he  wasn ' t  t h a t  hep on t h e  
redwoods; t h a t  wasn ' t  h i s  main i n t e r e s t .  

Lage : He hadn 't even been t h e r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  I-- 

Livermore: No, appa ren t ly  he  hadn ' t  even been the re .  Of course,  I could 
t a l k  a l l  day about t h e  redwoods, t h e  Redwoods League versus  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club. And I remember dea r  o l d  Newton Drury, he  once 
t o l d  me, "What's a l l  t h i s  exci tement  about Redwood Creek," he 
s a i d ,  "It looks  l i k e  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  a t  Verdun a f t e r  World 
War I." He never  was completely s o l d  on Redwood Creek. T h a t ' s  
n e i t h e r  h e r e  no r  t h e r e ,  bu t  t h a t  t i e s  i n t o  t h e  economics aga in ,  
of commodities v e r s u s  a e s t h e t i c s ,  which I t h i n k  we touched on 
e a r l i e r .  

Lage : And probably q u a l i t y  versus  q u a n t i t y ,  some would say. 

Livermore: Exac t ly ,  yes .  I remember going t o  t h e  redwoods wi th  Dave Van 
de Mark, t h e  S i e r r a  Club representa t ive- - I  t h i n k  we mentioned 
t h i s  i n  an e a r l i e r  interview--and h e  j u s t  s o r t  of waved h i s  
hand and s a i d ,  "We have t o  p r o t e c t  t h i s  v i s t a .  " Well,  t h a t ' s  
g r e a t ,  bu t  i s  i t  worth a b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when 
some of t h e  second growth v i s t a s ,  I t h i n k ,  a r e  every b i t  a s  
b e a u t i f u l ,  on t h e  way up t h e  Redwood Highway? 



V I  LAND AND ENERGY RESOURCE PLANNING 

Comprehensive P lanning  vs.  Local Control  

Lage : L e t ' s  t u r n  t o  t h e  main t o p i c  of ou r  i n t e rv i ew s e s s i o n  today, 
which-the f i r s t  p a r t  of i t  a t  l ea s t - - i s  s o r t  of all-encompassing 
under t h e  t o p i c  of planning.  I t h i n k  a l o t  of t h e  t h i n g s  we've 
d i scussed  a l r eady  have r e l a t e d  t o  p lanning ,  b u t  t h a t  became a 
watchword du r ing  your  t ime i n  o f f i c e .  

Livermore: Land-use p lanning  you mean? 

Lage : Land-use planning,  o r  even--I'm th ink ing  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  
Tomorrow type  of planning--a comprehensive s t a t ewide  planning.  

Livermore: I see ;  I understand,  yes .  

Lage: What w a s  your r e a c t i o n  t o  t h a t  type  of comprehensive p lanning?  

Livermore: Well, t h a t ' s  a  very sugar  and sal t  f e e l i n g  t h a t ' s  going on r i g h t  
now. Take Tahoe a s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n .  I served many y e a r s  on a  
monthly b a s i s  on t h e  Tahoe agency because I f e l t  i t  was enor- 
mously important .  I was keenly i n t e r e s t e d  and d id  what I could 
as one of t h e  t e n  v o t e s  on Tahoe. But t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Tomorrow 
type reasoning  was t o  p l a n  from t h e  top  down r a t h e r  than  t h e  
bottom up. And I remember th ink ing  t h a t  i f  t h e s e  people  wanted 
t o  r e a l l y  g e t  p o l i t i c a l  i n f luence ,  they should go up t h e r e  i n  
South Lake Tahoe and i n  P l a c e r v i l l e  and Auburn and run p o l i t i c a l  
campaigns and e l e c t  people  who f e l t  t h e  way they d i d .  In s t ead  
t h e  tendency is,  w e l l ,  l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  o r  t h e  s t a t e  
l e v e l  and enforce  t h e s e  land-use r e s t r i c t i o n s  from t h e  top  down. 
This  is ,  of course ,  a  very d i f f i c u l t  s u b j e c t .  I t 's  t r u e  r i g h t  
now i n  a i r  p o l l u t i o n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  Apparently t h e  Reagan 
admin i s t r a t i on  is making n o i s e s  about t u r n i n g  back a i r  p o l l u t i o n  
r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  s t a t e s ,  a  s o r t  of s t a t e s  r i g h t s  t h ing .  But 
can you imagine f i f t y  d i f f e r e n t  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  laws i n  t h e  
country? It doesn ' t  make sense .  



Livermore: So again i n  t a l k i n g  about planning, I th ink i t ' s  an exceedingly 
d i f f i c u l t  problem. I j u s t  f e e l  s o r t  of r i g h t  i n  the  middle of 
i t .  There's some th ings  where you need l o c a l  input ,  and 
c e r t a i n l y  grass  roo t s  is the  foundation of our socie ty .  On the  
o ther  hand, you do need c e n t r a l  d i rec t ion .  So, you mentioned 
the  coas t ;  t h a t ' s  q u i t e  s imi la r  t o  Tahoe. A s  I understand i t ,  
i n  the  c o a s t a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  which has evolved now ( i t ' s  been 
almost t en  yea rs ,  I th ink  t h a t  f i r s t  passed i n  ' 72 ) ,  I be l i eve  
the  planning au thor i ty  i s  due t o  be passed back t o  the  locals .  
That p o l i t i c a l l y  i s  understandable, but how i t ' s  going t o  work 
out  I j u s t  don ' t  know. 

I n  t h a t  connection, you r e a l l y  wonder about excesses. 
I ' v e  mentioned i n  some of my t a l k s ,  f o r  ins tance ,  t h e  case of 
Big Creek down on the  Big Sur coas t .  I j u s t  ran  across  t h i s  
s ince  you were l a s t  here ,  Ann. I asked John D e w i t t ,  who's the  
exec of the  Save-the-Redwoods League. My wife  and I have been 
down there ;  I have q u i t e  a b i t  of sentiment about the  a rea  
because I rode through t h e r e  horseback when I was f i f t e e n  years  
old when t h e r e  was no road. But when we went the re  w e  found 
t h a t  they hand' t  even constructed a t r a i l ,  a r e a l l y  walkable 
t r a i l  up to  these  redwoods. There was a good t r a i l  most of 
the  way, but i t  was a bad creek crossing.  

Well, I j u s t  had a c h i t  from John D e w i t t  on t h a t ,  and 
apparently they ' r e  having t roub le  with the  coas ta l  au thor i ty .  
And I thought, "You know, t h i s  i s  absolute ly  crazy. Why would 
they even be involved with a t r a i l  up t o  see  redwoods?" And y e t  
I guess they a r e  somehow involved i n  it. So t h e s e  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  
problems, the  bureaucra t ic  i n t e r f e r e n c e  with land-use con t ro l s .  
They're s t i l l  l i t i g a t i n g  up on t h e  Sea Ranch. This,  a s  I 
understand i t ,  is a case  of p reex i s t ing  land-use controls .  

I can th ink  of another amusing inc iden t ;  you mentioned 
Ca l i fo rn ia  Tomorrow. I was a t  an annual convention i n  San 
Francisco,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  various speakers. And t h e r e  were 
accolades t o  t h e  City of Palo Alto,  because they had just--on 
a l o c a l  basis--apparently open-spaced some land. And everybody 
was s o r t  of nodding t h e i r  heads and p a t t i n g  themselves on the  
back and saying what a g r e a t  th ing t h i s  was. 

And then a fel low whom I don' t  know but he ' s  famous a t  
Stanford,  D r .  Russel l  Lee, got up. A s  I understand, h e ' s  
r e a l l y  q u i t e  a f i n e ,  publ ic-spi r i ted  fel low, but  on t h i s  pa r t i c -  
u l a r  subject  he s a i d  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  "I 've been l i s t e n i n g  
t o  a l l  these accolades f o r  t h e  City of Palo Alto land-use 
planners, but I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  you people t o  know one thing,  and 
t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e i r  ac t ion  was robbery, absolute ,  o u t r i g h t ,  sheer 
robbery." What he meant, of course, was t h a t  h i s  property had 



Livermore: been down zoned wi thout  compensation. And I b e l i e v e  l a t e r  
t h e r e  was a  l awsu i t  where he won ou t .  So these  a r e  r e a l l y  
tough problems. 

Lage : They a r e  tough, because on t h e  o t h e r  hand people g e t  many 
p r o f i t s  from t h e i r  l and  e s c a l a t i n g  wi thout  doing a  t h ing .  And 
nobody argues  wi th  t h a t .  

Livermore: I agree ,  and t h a t  reminds me of another  t h ing ;  I wonder whatever 
happened t o  it. About t h e  t ime we l e f t  Sacramento, I had some 
correspondence w i t h  a  p r o f e s s o r  from--I t h i n k  he was from U C U .  
H e  was w r i t i n g  a  t h e s i s  c a l l e d  "Windfa l l s  and Wipeouts," a s  I 
r e c a l l  i t .  It was on t h a t  very s u b j e c t ,  and I agree  w i t h  him. 
A s  I understand i t ,  t h e  gene ra l  theme was t h a t  those  who 
complain about being wiped out-- this  i s  on t h e  c o a s t  and i n  t h e  
Tahoe area--you don ' t  h e a r  them complaining about t h e i r  wind- 
f a l l s .  I t h i n k  h i s  theory  was t h a t  t h e r e  might be a  t a x  on 
w i n d f a l l s  which would h e l p  pay f o r  t h e  wipeouts.  Th i s  i s  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  t h e  r ecen t  Tahoe l e g i s l a t i o n ,  which I t h i n k  i s  
f a s c i n a t i n g  and which I very much approve o f ,  and t h a t  i s  
s e l l i n g  h igh  va lue  excess  BLM [Bureau of Land Management] l ands  
i n  t h e  Las Vegas a r e a  and t a k i n g  t h e  money t o  he lp  pay f o r  t h e  
wipeouts a t  Lake Tahoe. 

The whole s u b j e c t  of land exchange t o  me is  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  
and a s  I t h i n k  I i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  would have been my 
s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  Redwood National  Park. They shou ldn ' t  have 
spent  a  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  i t ;  they should have exchanged 
l ands  s o  t h a t  t h e  commodity users--namely t h e  t imber  industry-- 
would have g o t t e n  more land  from t h e  S i x  R ive r s  Nat iona l  
Fo res t  i n  exchange f o r  g iv ing  up t h e i r  l and  f o r  t h e  Redwood 
Park. 

Lage : They would s t i l l  be  i n  bus iness .  

Livermore: Yes. But I can understand p o l i t i c a l l y  t h e r e ' s  a  l o t  more sex  
appea l  i n  g e t t i n g  new l and ,  buying i t ,  than  t h e r e  i s  i n  
exchanging, and a l s o  exchanges a r e  very much more d i f f i c u l t .  

Th i s  i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  Po in t  Reyes. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  
Park Se rv i ce  a t  one point--in f a c t  i t  was i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n - -  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be land  exchanges very  s i m i l a r  t o  what 
now i s  h q p e n i n g  i n  Tahoe. And t h e r e  were ranch lands  i n  
c e n t r a l  Nevada t h a t  could have been exchanged o r  so ld  t o  
cat t lemen and t h e  money taken f o r  equ iva l en t  l and  purchase a t  
Po in t  Reyes. But t h e  environmental is t - type went a l l  t h e  way 
up t o  Elko, Nevada, and packed t h e  hea r ing  and c a r r i e d  t h e  
day w i t h  t h e  dec i s ion  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  no BLM land  should 
eve r  be exchanged o r  t r aded .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  was a  mistake.  
And I t h i n k  maybe t h e  t i d e  i s  t u r n i n g  a  l i t t l e  b i t  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of exchanges. 



Lage : I t h i n k  you might be r i g h t .  I r a n  a c r o s s  a  memo t h a t  was 
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  from you t o  Reagan i n  1970, where you seemed t o  be  
p u t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  area-wide environmental c o n t r o l s  
were necessary ,  and t h a t  they  could be  enforced wi thout  
impinging on p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  r i g h t s  and l o c a l  r i g h t s .  Now 
was t h i s  a  t o p i c  f o r  d i scuss ion  t o  a  cons ide rab le  degree i n  t h e  
admin i s t r a t i on?  

Livermore: Well,  very much so ,  yes .  I ' d  be cu r ious  t o  s e e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
memo. Was i t  a  cab ine t  i s s u e  o r  j u s t  a--? 

Lage : I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  No, I ' d  say  i t  wasn ' t  an i s s u e .  It was a  
gene ra l  p o i n t  of view, t h a t  you thought you had t o  move i n  
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  more. 

Livermore: Well, t h a t  threaded i t ' s  way through many d i s c u s s i o n s ,  through 
t h e  coas t ,  through Tahoe, through t h e  land-use elements  of 
county p lanning  through v a r i o u s  l o c a l  i s s u e s .  There was an 
i s s u e  back i n  t h e  Livermore Val ley ;  t h e r e  was t h e  Petaluma 
i s s u e ;  t h e r e  was looming up a l l  k inds  of i s s u e s  of p u b l i c  good 
ve r sus  p r i v a t e  r i g h t s .  

Lage: How d i d  i t  tend t o  r e s o l v e  i t s e l f ?  Where d i d  you pe r sona l ly  
draw t h e  l i n e ?  

Livermore: It never d i d  f u l l y  r e s o l v e  i t s e l f .  For i n s t ance ,  one of t h e  
th ings  t h a t  was d i sappo in t ing  t o  me which happened t h e  l a s t  
y e a r s  of t h e  Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was t h e  a t tempt  t o  pas s  a  
n a t i o n a l  land-use a c t ,  which s t i l l  h a s n ' t  occurred.  I f e l t  i t  
had m e r i t ;  a s  I r e c a l l  it, i t  took t h e  form of f e d e r a l  h e l p  t o  
s t a t e s  f o r  land-use planning.  It d i d  n o t  p r e v a i l  i n  t h e  cab ine t .  
It wasn ' t  a  c a b i n e t  i s s u e ,  b u t  t h e  governor w a s  very  much 
a g a i n s t  i t ;  most of t h e  c a b i n e t  were a g a i n s t  i t .  It d i d n ' t  
come t o  a knockdown, drag  o u t  f i g h t ,  bu t  i t  d i d  i n  t h i s  e f f e c t :  
t h a t  i t  came up i n  P r e s i d e n t  Ford ' s  years .  There were two b i g  
i s s u e s :  one w a s  s t r i p  mining, and t h e  o t h e r  was t h i s  f e d e r a l  
land-use planning.  Again, t h i s  i s  an extremely d i f f i c u l t  issue-- 
p r i v a t e  r i g h t s  ve r sus  pub l i c  good. I cou ldn ' t  s e e  any harm 
i n  a t  l e a s t  encouraging land-use planning.  There was no law. 
I n  t h e  Fox book, you r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was a  per iod  when Robert 
Marshal l  favored a  law which would be  a  f e d e r a l  law mandating 
c u t t i n g  p r a c t i c e s  on p r i v a t e  lands .  That d i d n ' t  f l y ,  and I . 

don ' t  agree  wi th  t h a t ;  i t ' s  j u s t  t oo  tough. 

But g e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  memo, I t h i n k  I might have been 
t r y i n g  t o  p lead  t h e  c a s e  of Tahoe o r  t h e  c o a s t ,  or--I know i n  
the  Reagan admin i s t r a t i on  we d id  p a s s  q u i t e  s t r i c t  mandates 
f o r  coun t i e s  t o  have land-use planning.  We d i d n ' t  t e l l  them 



Livermore: what they  had t o  do, we simply--I say  we, t h e  l eg i s l a tu re - -  
t o l d  them they  had t o  do something. And t h e r e  were a l o t  of 
coun t i e s  a t  t h a t  point--I  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l - - t h a t  a r e  
laggards .  

Lage: So t h e  i d e a  was t o  l eave  i t  on t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  a s  much a s  
poss ib l e .  

Livermore: A t  t h e  l o c a l  and county l e v e l ,  and t o  t e l l  them, i n  e f f e c t  t h a t  
they had t o  do something. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e r e  were a number 
of b i l l s  passed by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  which, i n  e f f e c t ,  mandated 
t o  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  they  should have a land-use p l a n  t h a t  spoke 
t o  t h i s  and t h i s  and t h i s .  It d i d n ' t  say  - how they should speak 
t o  it. For i n s t a n c e ,  r e c e n t l y ,  i n  Napa, t h e r e  was a case  wi th  
our  own proper ty .  They cover  t r a f f i c  counts  and n o i s e  and a i r  
p o l l u t i o n  and h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e s  and a l l  t h a t  kind of s t u f f .  

Bay Conservations and Development Commission 

Lag e : OK, l e t ' s  look a t  some of t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s  we've 
mentioned i n  pass ing .  Maybe one of t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  land-use 
t e g i o n a l  planning commissions was t h e  [San Franc isco]  Bay 
conserva t ion  and Development Commission. 

Livermore: I remember i t  very w e l l .  

Lag e : Now what was Reagan's s t and  on t h a t ?  

Livermore: This  d i d  go through t h e  c a b i n e t ;  h i s  o r i g i n a l  s tand  was lukewarm 
about i t  f o r  t h e  same reason t h a t  we j u s t  mentioned: t h e  r i g h t s  
of t h e  proper ty  owners around t h e  bay. And I t e s t i f i e d  on t h i s  
pe r sona l ly ,  having, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  c l e a r e d  i t  through t h e  
cab ine t .  What ended up t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  l i k e  t h e  Redwood 
Park  and s o  many o t h e r  t h ings .  For reasons  t h a t  I d o n ' t  
remember, t h e  Santa  Fe Rai l road  was a very  s t r o n g  l o b b y i s t  
a g a i n s t  i t ,  because aga in ,  they  had a l o t  of preapproved p l a n s  
on t h e  e a s t  shore--a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  t h e  Fiberboard Corporat ion 
had a t  Lake Tahoe. But l u c k i l y ,  what p reva i l ed  was a f e e l i n g  
t h a t  t h e  bay i s  impor tan t ,  and p a i n f u l  though i t  was and i s  t o  
E l o t  of t h e s ~ o w n e r s ,  t h a t  t h c r e  needed t o  be  some c o n t r o l s .  

And t h e r e  was t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  o t h e r  gimmick which has  
reemerged r e c e n t l y  on t h e  s h o r e l i n e  d e c i s i o n  a t  Tahoe and Clear  
Lake, of underwater lots--where people own land ,  b u t  i t ' s  
underwater.  So i t  seems l o g i c a l  t o  me t o  say,  "Yes, you have 
t h i s  underwater l o t ,  bu t  t h e  p u b l i c  owns t h e  water ;  t h e r e f o r e  
you c a n ' t  f i l l  i t .  " So t h a t  preda ted  us ,  t h e  BCDC, a s  I r e c a l l  
it-- 



Lage : Wasn't t h a t  '69? 

Livermore: I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s .  Something predated our  admin i s t r a t i on  i n  
terms of t h e  study-- 

Lage : --the l e g i s l a t i o n  I t h i n k  w a s  '69. 

Livermore: Y e s ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  fo rma l i z ing  t h e  BCDC. 

Lage : I n  one of your  speeches t h a t  I r a n  ac ros s ,  you s a i d  t h a t  
Governor Reagan w a s  g iv ing  t h i s  h i s  s t r o n g  suppor t .  

Livermore : Well, he  d id .  

Lage : Were t h e r e  o t h e r  people i n  t h e  cab ine t  t h a t  supported you i n  
your views, o r  d id  you t a k e  a wh i l e  coming t o  t h i s  po in t  of 
view, too? 

Livermore: No, I d i d n ' t  have any t r o u b l e  coming t o  t h a t  p o i n t  of view. 
I t h i n k  i t  would have been t r ag i c - - I  mean a l l  he  had t o  do i s  
look on t h e  map of t h e  Bay and see how t r a g i c  t h e  f i l l i n g  w a s .  
My u s u a l  opponent on a l l  t h e s e  b a t t l e s  w a s  t h e  Business  and 
Transpor t a t ion  S e c r e t a r y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember any major b a t t l e  
on t h a t .  What t h e  governor o f t e n  d i d ,  and I t h i n k  very  under- 
s tandably  and very l o g i c a l l y ,  h e  would not  commit himself  u n t i l  
he  s a w  t h e  f i n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  There might be a l o t  of up and 
down t h e  ha l l - - i f  you know what I mean--pushing. 

The b e s t  c a s e  of t h a t ,  as I t h i n k  I touched on, w a s  t h e  
wild r i v e r s  when he  w a s  quoted--or he jumped t h e  gun--and he 
did say ,  "I favor  C o l l i e r ' s  l e g i s l a t i o n , "  and i t  turned  out  he  
did no t .  

So i t  k ind  of evolved. Once t h e  BCDC l e g i s l a t i o n  passed,  
then  he  appoin ted ,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  Me1 Lane, j u s t  a wonderful 
person,  t o  head it. I w a s  an  ex o f f i o  member of t h e  BCDC, bu t  
I never  a t t ended  any of t h e i r  meetings. I w a s  simply too  busv 
on o t h e r  ma t t e r s .  I always de l ega ted  someone e l s e .  I j u s t  
f e l t  I had t o  dec ide  between t h a t  and Tahoe as f a r  as my 
personal  t ime went, and I chose Tahoe. 

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

Lage : Well,  Tahoe, I guess  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  =.ame even be fo re ,  i n  '67. 
It c rea t ed  t h e  Tahoe Regional  Planning Agency. 
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Well, now you got  me mechanical ly;  I thought t h e r e  were--well, 
I guess  you ' re  r i g h t .  The reason I ' m  a l i t t l e  fuzzy on t h e  
BCDC i s  t h a t  I was much more i n t e r e s t e d  and spent  more t ime 
on Tahoe. Y e s ,  I guess i f  you say i t  w a s ,  i t  was '67. And 
our  e a r l y  meet ings were somewhat h e c t i c  bu t  very f a s c i n a t i n g .  

How l a r g e  a commission was i t  then? 

It w a s  a t e n  member commission, f i v e  from each s t a t e .  A s  
s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Resources I w a s  ex o f f i c i o ,  according t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and t h e  governor appointed t h e  chairman. He was 
Alan Bray, a very  f i n e  person who w a s  t h e  chairman f o r  a good 
many years .  The b i g  problem environmental ly ,  which took y e a r s  
t o  so lve ,  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a three-two v o t e  on each s i d e .  I 
and Bray were t h e  so-ca l led  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  then  t h e r e  
were t h r e e  l o c a l  government r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s :  one from P l a c e r  
County, one from E l  Dorado County and one from t h e  C i ty  of South 
Lake Tahoe. And t h e  same p a t t e r n  e x i s t e d  on t h e  Nevada s i d e  
and then ,  a s  you probably know, they  had t h i s  s o r t  of a double 
nega t ive  bus iness  where t h r e e  of t h e  t e n  could ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
e i t h e r  s t o p  something o r  approve something. 

E i t h e r  s top  o r  approve i t ?  

Well, t h e  way i t  worked was, f i r s t  of a l l  t o  s t o p  a p r o j e c t  
you would have t o  have a ma jo r i t y  of both state de l ega t ions .  
And t h e  way i t  worked was- - i t r s  a l i t t l e  confusing,  I ' l l  have 
t o  say t h i s  slowly--there were two f ive-person de l ega t ions ,  a s  
I j u s t  s a i d ,  so  t h e r e  were t e n  people.  E i t h e r  s t a t e  could 
block t h e  o the r .  So t h a t  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  C a l i f o r n i a  was 
unanimous--which they s e v e r a l  t imes were--on say ,  an environ- 
mental  c o n t r o l  i s s u e ,  i t  was f i v e  C a l i f o r n i a  vo te s .  Three 
Nevada vo te s  could negate  t h a t .  Then when I s a i d  i t  was e i t h e r  
f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  development, t h e r e  was a kind of a " k i s s i n '  
cousin" r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  s t a t e s .  By us ing  t h e  same 
phony a r i t h m e t i c ,  i f  one s t a t e  o r  ano the r  wanted t o  approve 
a p r o j e c t  then  i t  was au toma t i ca l ly  approved u n l e s s  both  
s t a t e s  disapproved i t .  

So i t  w a s  s tacked  i n  f avo r  of approving development. 

Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  So, u s u a l l y  t h e  bad guys from t h e  environ- 
mental p o i n t  of view were i n  Nevada--but no t  always because 
o f t e n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  l o c a l s  were f o r  i t  too--so i n  o t h e r  words, 
t h r e e  out  of t h e  t e n  people could c o n t r o l  every th ing .  

How long  d id  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  l a s t ?  



Livermore: W e l l ,  i t  l a s t e d  u n t i l  Huey Johnson, my successor--with Governor 
Brown's s t r o n g  approval ,  which I b l e s s  him fo r - - f ina l ly  go t  s o  
f ed  up wi th  t h a t  t h a t  they  j u s t  re fused  t o  f i nance  t h e  whole 
Tahoe agency. This  was about two y e a r s  ago, and they  f i n a l l y ,  
w i th  much s t r u g g l e ,  have now s h i f t e d  t h e  agency. I b e l i e v e  
t h e r e  a r e  seven from each s t a t e ,  and t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  no t  
l o c a l .  And they  a l s o  have t h i s  b i l l ,  a s  I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  
about s e l l i n g  land nea r  Las Vegas and t a k i n g  t h e  money t o  pay 
"wipeouts" a t  Tahoe, which i s  about a ten-year program. T h a t ' s  
a r e a l l y  s t i c k y  th ing ;  a l o t  of t h e s e  people i n  s i n c e r i t y  have 
bought t h e s e  l o t s ,  and they  j u s t  a r e n ' t  allowed t o  b u i l d  on 
them. 

But I know a t  t h e s e  meet ings t h e r e  a r e  an awful l o t  of 
c r o c o d i l e  t e a r s  shed by people who s a i d  they c o u l d n ' t  u s e  t h e i r  
land.  Usual ly i t  was f o r  an upzone; they  wanted t o  zone i t  
commercial o r  they had-- 

Lage : They bought it  wi th  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e ' d  be a zoning change. 

Livermore: Exact ly.  I remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  one pe r suas ive  person. She 
was a widow, and she  c o u l d b r i n g  t e a r s  t o  your eyes ,  and d id .  
She had t e n  a c r e s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  and she  wanted t o  have t e n  
l o t s  on t h e  t e n  acres--maybe i t  was f o u r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 
And s h e  s a i d ,  'Why c a n ' t  I do t h i s ? "  We s a i d ,  "Well, i t ' s  a 
s i n g l e  fami ly  p l o t  and t h e  land-use p l a n  i s  f o r  one house 
there ."  She s a i d ,  "This i s  c o n f i s c a t i o n ;  t h i s  i s  f o r  my 
c h i l d r e n ' s  c o l l e g e  educa t ion ,"  w i t h  t e a r s  s t reaming down h e r  
face .  Well,  t h e s e  were kind of tough answers.  But aga in ,  how 
much of a hardship  was i t  t o  h e r  no t  t o  be a b l e  t o  subdiv ide  
he r  land? T h a t ' s  t r u e  i n  a l o t  of t h e s e  t h i n g s ;  I c a n ' t  g e t  
too  sympathet ic  t o  people  who a r e  foregoing  w i n d f a l l s .  

Another t h i n g ,  and I d o n ' t  know how i t  came ou t  i n  t h e  
f i n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  bu t  i t  appeared t o  m e  t h a t  people who have 
bought l o t s  a t  Lake Tahoe a f t e r  1967--when it was c l e a r  what 
t h e  gene ra l  p u b l i c  wanted-shouldn't shed tears n o t  be ing  a b l e  
t o  specu la t e .  The r i g h t  t o  own r e a l  e s l a t e  i s  n o t  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  p r o f i t  from specu la t ion ,  i n  o t h e r  words. 

Lage : I suppose t h a t  wasn ' t  w e l l  accepted i n  t h e  Tahoe a rea .  

Livermore: No, t h e r e  was a l o t  of disagreement on i t .  

Lage: Right .  OK, i s  t h e r e  anything e l s e  we should comment on about 
Tahoe? It 's n o t  something I 'm t e r r i b l y  knowledgeable about .  



Livermore: Yes, t h e r e ' s  one t h i n g  t h a t  I t h i n k  was q u i t e  f a s c i n a t i n g  t h a t  
pops i n t o  mind and t h a t  i s  t h e  Fiberboard proper ty .  This  was 
very much l i k e  what I understand i s  t h e  case  of t h e  Sea Ranch 
on t h e  c o a s t .  They had about ,  I t h i n k  i t  was 10,000 a c r e s  on 
t h e  r i d g e  overlooking Tahoe t o  t h e  sou th ,  o r i g i n a l l y  bought 
s t r i c t l y  f o r  t imber product ion .  And i n  t hose  days,  i n  very 
round f i g u r e s ,  t h e  land was worth $100 an  a c r e ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  
It was o r i g i n a l l y  purchased a s  cu tover  t imberland,  bu t  i t  was 
now merchantable.  It stems way back t o  t h e  Comstock days when 
lumber companies were c u t t i n g  t h e  whole Tahoe bas in .  They soon 
found they were evolv ing  i n t o  subd iv i s ion  va lues .  And, a s  I 
r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e i r  p l an  had gone through t h e  local-government 
j u s t  l i k e  D r .  Lee of Pa lo  Al to ,  and they d id  have approved 
subd iv i s ion  p lans .  But t h e  acreage  is s o  huge t h a t  even they 
agreed t h a t  they would r a t h e r  n o t  subdiv ide  i t ,  but  of course 
t h e  paper  va lue  had jumped from $100 t o  maybe $2,000 an ac re .  

So t h a t  was s t r u g g l e d  wi th  f o r  q u i t e  a  whi le .  A t  one 
po in t  t h e r e  was an i n t e r e s t i n g  proposa l  made, aga in  t y i n g  i n t o  
my i n t e r e s t s  i n  t r a d e s ,  because they f i n a l l y  s a id  they would 
accept  c e r t a i n  Fo res t  Se rv i ce  lands .  They have m i l l s  sca t te red- -  
I th ink  q u i t e  widely--up and down t h e  S i e r r a ,  and they would 
t a k e  "xl' a c r e s  h e r e  and t h e r e  i n  exchange f o r  t h i s  l a n d  so  
everybody would be  happy. Well,  what happened was t h a t  t h e  
people t h a t  were no t  happy were t h e  county supe rv i so r s  i n  t h e  
a r e a s  e f f e c t e d  because they would l o s e  t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  
in - l i eu  income from those  exchange lands .  So t h a t  kind of pu t  
t h e  kibosh on i t .  

The n e t  r e s u l t  aga in  was a  l i t t l e  l i k e  t h e  redwood park 
and s o  many of t h e s e  th ings .  Congressman Biz [Harold T.] 
Johnson--whom I knew q u i t e  w e l l  and was f r i e n d l y  wi th  a long  wi th  
a l o t  of o t h e r  people--got t e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  from Congress, 
so they were, i n .  e f f e c t ,  bought ou t .  So t h i s  aga in  is an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  c a s e  of f a i l e d  land t r a d e ,  p l u s  socking t h e  tax- 
payers ,  plus-- i t  occurred t o  me, aga in  i n  t h i s  gray area--why 
should they have been allowed t o  g e t  t h i s  w indfa l l ?  But they 
did.  

Lage : They got  t h e  windfal l - -  

Livermore: They got  t en  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  f o r  land t h a t  
f o r  t imber  purposes was only worth maybe one m i l l i o n ,  roughly. 
So, you might argue t h a t  had t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  been s t r o n g e r ,  
o r  t h e  land-use laws i n t e r p r e t e d  more f o r c e f u l l y ,  t h a t  they 
shou ldn ' t  have been bought ou t  a t  such a  h igh  p r i c e .  
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Now, t h i s  l e g a l  s t r u g g l e  a t  Tahoe i s  s t i l l  going on. I n  f a c t ,  
j u s t  a  few weeks ago--to my s l i g h t  discomfort--I  got  a  l e t t e r  
from a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  [ C a l i f o r n i a ]  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e  say ing ,  "We a r e  s t i l l  defending you i n  s e v e r a l  l a w s u i t s  
i n  which you a r e  named a s  a  member of t h e  Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency. 

There apparent ly  a r e  t h r e e  l a w s u i t s  where I ' m  s t i l l  a  p a r t y ,  
along wi th  o t h e r  people,  and I don ' t  remember t h e  cases .  I 
have t h e  correspondence which says ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  ' 9 o n ' t  worry; 
we 're  s t i l l  defending you." These people a r e  p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  
po in t  some e i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r .  And they f e e l  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  
of t h e  agency when we were aboard was u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 
t h a t  t h e y ' r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  payment f o r  t h e  downzoning. 

Now, t h i s  wouldn't  be something you'd be pe r sona l ly  l i a b l e  
f o r ,  would i t ?  

Well, God, I hope not  ! I t ' s  l i k e  t h i s  l awsu i t  a g a i n s t  Huey 
Johnson having t o  do w i t h  t h e  wild r i v e r s .  The only reason  I 
mention t h a t  i s  t h a t  I guess  t h e r e  i s  a  gray a rea .  I know t h a t  
Alan Bray [now deceased] ,  who is ,  I guess ,  q u i t e  weal thy,  h a s  
engaged h i s  own a t t o r n e y .  And so  he  was s t i l l  somewhat worr ied.  

- 

I t ' s  hard  f o r  m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  p u b l i c  s e rvan t  could be 
pe r sona l ly  l i a b l e  f o r  a c t i o n s  taken  by him o r  h e r  a s  mandated 
by l e g i s l a t i o n .  

And i n  good f a i t h  without  any pe r sona l  ga ins .  

Yes, w i t h  no pe r sona l  g a i n  whatsoever.  I n  f a c t  personal  pa in ,  
t h e  headache of a l l  t h e  meet ings and every th ing .  There is t h i s  
problem, I guess ,  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law and t h e r e ' s  a  book I 
haven ' t  read i n  t o t a l ,  bu t  I th ink  R u s s e l l  T ra in  put  i t  o u t ,  
c a l l e d  The Taking I s s u e .  Th i s  has  t o  do w i t h  a l l  t h i s  down- 
zoning. 

OK, anything e l s e  on Tahoe, o r  s h e l l  we t a l k  more about t h e  
coas t  ? 

I can mention one more t h i n g  perhaps, and then  we don ' t  want 
t o  t a l k  about Tahoe e n t i r e l y .  It t i e s  i n  w i th  my s c u r r i l o u s  
r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  timbermap, and t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  l o t  of 
commercially operable  t imber i n  Tahoe, and I t h i n k  t h e  day may 
come when t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i f  t h i s  is c a r e f u l l y  
done, why n o t  do i t ?  I f  t h e  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e  r u l e s  a r e  s t r i c t l y  
enforced,  and t h e r e  is a  s u b s t a n t i a l  economic va lue  i n  t h a t  
timber--and i n c i d e n t a l l y  i t ' s  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  p u b l i c  timber-- 
why shouldn ' t  i t  be  c u t ?  And when I was on t h e  agency I was 



Livermore: somewhat i n s t rumen ta l ,  I th ink  q u i t e  i n s t rumen ta l ,  i n  wording 
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  s o  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y .  To d a t e ,  I 
b e l i e v e  i t  is  a  p r a c t i c a l  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  but  
c e r t a i n l y  a l l  of t h a t  t imber should n o t  be permanently "locked 
up. " 

Lage : Because of pub l i c  opinion.  

Livermore: Pub l i c  opinion.  And t h e  same t h i n g  is true--I t h i n k  I 
mentioned--here i n  my home county of Marin a  l i t t l e  bi t - -  
logging i n  t h e  wa te r  d i s t r i c t .  I had fun  j u s t  t h e  o t h e r  day; 
I ' m  on t h e  advisory  counc i l  of t h e  Marin Conservation League-- 
a g r e a t  o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  I t h i n k  h igh ly  of--but they s e n t  a 
memo around say ing  t h a t  they were concerned about  money f o r  
t r a i l  maintenance, s o  I cou ldn ' t  r e s i s t  sending a l i t t l e  c h i t  
say ing ,  "Well,  i t  's p r e t t y  easy. You can g e t  some money f o r  
t h i s  by j u s t  s e l l i n g  a few s t i c k s  of wood on t h e  wa te r  
d i s t r i c t .  " [ l a u g h t e r ]  

So, g e t t i n g  back t o  Tahoe, l e t ' s  pu t  i t  t h i s  way: i t ' s  no t  
a n a t i o n a l  park ,  and s i n c e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  a r e  m u l t i p l e  u s e  
u n i t s ,  why not  c u t  some of t h a t  t imber? 

Lage : Do you t h i n k  i t  can be done wi thout  damage t o  t h e  water  q u a l i t y ?  

Livermore: Yes, I do; I t h i n k  i t  can be done on moderate s l o p e s  and done 
i n  off-season,  e i t h e r  a f t e r  Labor Day--just t h ink ing  o u t  loud-- 
when most of  t h e  crowds a r e  gone, o r  be fo re  school  is o u t  i n  
June. I n  f ac t - - th i s  i s n ' t  common knowledge--it was done on t h e  
Ehrman e s t a t e  which l a t e r  became Sugar P i n e  Po in t  S t a t e  Park. 
It c e r t a i n l y  i s  one of t h e  most b e a u t i f u l ,  and I might say ,  
one of t h e  most expensive t o  a c q u i r e  of t h e  s t a t e  parks.  I 
t h i n k  a few y e a r s  before  t h e  park  bought i t  t h e r e  were a couple 
m i l l i o n  f e e t  of t imber c u t  o f f  t h a t  p rope r ty ,  and nobody even 
knows it  now. Even Muir Woods--I o f t e n  use  t h i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n - -  
you can go up Muir Woods, p a s t  t h e  v i s i t o r ' s  c e n t e r ,  and s e e  a 
l o t  of stumps t h e r e .  So, I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  incompatible .  

P r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Coast 

Lage : L e t ' s  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h e  c o a s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  e a r l y  
l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t s  which appa ren t ly  were not  jo ined  i n  too  
wholeheartedly by t h e  Reagan admin i s t r a t i on .  Can you t e l l  me 
something about  t h a t 3  



Livermore: Yes, I can,  and t h a t ' s  one of my few major disappointments  a s  
f a r  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Reagan admin i s t r a t i on  goes. 
I l i k e  t o  think--and maybe t h i s  i s  e g o t i s t i c a l - - t h a t  i f  I had 
not  gone a s  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Environmental 
Convention i n  Stockholm t h a t  I might have g o t t e n  through t h e  
cab ine t  s t r o n g e r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  But I d i d  n o t ,  and you know t h e  
r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .  

Lage : When w e r e  you away i n  Stockholm? 

Livermore: I n  1972. I was gone f o r  about a  month t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  when 
it  came t o  a  head. T h a t ' s  approximately t h e  t ime when t h e  
people--I u s e  t h a t  i n  a good sense--got f e d  up and s t a r t e d  t o  
p e t i t i o n  f o r  P ropos i t i on  20 [Coas ta l  I n i t i a t i v e ] ,  which was 
passed. * 

Lage : And w a s  Reagan's l a c k  of support  one of t h e  main reasons  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  f a i l e d ,  do you th ink?  

Livermore: Well,  l e t ' s  pu t  i t  t h i s  way: i t  w a s  t r u e  throughout t o  a degree 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Reagan 
admin i s t r a t i on  t h a t ,  o t h e r  t h ings  being equa l ,  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
should be  solved a t  t h e  l o c a l  government l e v e l .  That was a  
problem a t  Tahoe and w a s  a  problem on t h e  coas t .  So, a s  I 
r e c a l l  i t ,  we worked very  hard on l e g i s l a t i o n .  There was a  
tremendous c o a s t a l p l a n ;  I f o r g e t  t h e  exac t  t i t l e ,  b u t  i t  was 
done under my agency--the name escapes m e  a t  t h e  moment. It 
was a l a r g e  committee; a l l  k inds  of meetings went on f o r  s e v e r a l  
yea r s .  W e  developed a  p l an ,  I remember, a t  one t i m e - -  

Lage : Was t h i s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ?  

Livermore: P r i o r  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  And a t  one t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  a p l an  
which, as I r e c a l l  i t ,  w a s  endorsed by t h e  c a b i n e t ,  and t h i s  
was p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  c o a s t  a long these l i n e s :  t h a t  t h e  F i s h  
and Game Department be  segmented so  t h a t  t h e  marine r e sou rces  
would go i n t o  a c o a s t a l  department,  and this would inc lude  
harbor  development, onshore deve lo~~men t  and t h e  f i s h  r e sou rces .  
But t h a t  d i d n ' t  f l y .  So t h e r e  w a s  a long  s e r i e s  of e f fo r t s - -  
I ' d  have t o  r e f r e s h  my memory on s p e c i f i c  cab ine t  issues--but 
t h e  p o i n t  is t h a t  w e  never ,  i n  my opin ion ,  d id  come up wi th  
s t r o n g  enough endorsements. Bas i ca l ly ,  t h e  Reagan admin i s t r a t i on  
endorsement was f o r  c o a s t a l  planning and c o n t r o l s ,  yes ,  bu t  
s t r i c t l y  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  

*This was t h e  p e t i t i o n  t o  p l a c e  t h e  Coas t a l  I n i t i a t i v e  on t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  b a l l o t  i n  1972..--Editor. 



Lage: And no ove r r id ing  p l a n  t h a t  would cover t h e  whole s t a t e ?  

Livermore: Yes, no ove r r id ing  plan.  Very much l i k e  now; I th ink  i t ' s  
u t t e r l y  fasc ina t ing- - I  was i n  a  meeting j u s t  t h e  o t h e r  n i g h t  
with Huey Johnson. You may have heard about t h i s  water  p e t i t i o n  
t h a t  they  hope t o  g e t  on t h e  b a l l o t .  I t 's  very comparable. 
The people  got  fed  up, and l e d ,  I t h i n k  l a r g e l y  by t h e  S i e r r a  
Club types--which I t h i n k  was great--they got  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e ,  
and i t  passed. And I agree  wi th  i t  although-- 

Lage : Now which one a r e  we t a l k i n g  about? 

Livermore: Prop 20, i n  I t h i n k  i t  was 1972. 

Lage : Oh, back then ,  I see .  

Livermore: So, what I remember wi th  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t h e r e  w a s  t h a t  a s  
we came down t h e  s t r e t c h  our  p o s i t i o n  b a s i c a l l y  was, we suppor t  
c o a s t a l  p lanning  c o n t r o l s  bu t  n o t  as s t r i c t  a s  you'd l i k e .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  kind of an o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n .  

Lage : How d i d  t h e  Reagan cab ine t  respond t o  t h e  argument t h a t  t h e  
l o c a l  governments were o f t e n  under p re s su re ;  sometimes even 
b r i b e r y  was involved.  It d i d n ' t  have t o  be  b r i b e r y ;  i t  could 
j u s t  be tremendous p re s su re  from developers .  

Livermore: I th ink  they  responded; I perhaps would say ,  evas ive ly .  They 
would say t h i s  w a s  an except ion.  I remember a t  some po in t  s ee ing  
photographs shown of t h e  southern  C a l i f o r n i a  c o a s t ,  i n  Orange 
County, of j u s t  t h e  most h o r r i b l e  bul ldozed t e r r a c e s .  You know, 
r i g h t  smack on t h e  ocean. I w i l l  say t h i s ,  and i t  p l e a s e s  m e  
f o r  obvious reasons ,  bu t  a s  w e  came down t h e  s t r e t c h - - t h i s  was 
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  campaign f o r  Prop 20--I c a l l e d  t h e  governor 's  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  pu t  ou t  by Whitaker 
and Baxter w a s  i n  my o p i n i o n u n e t h i c a l  i f  no t  d i shones t .  
Because they had b i l l b o a r d s  s ay ing  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  "Vote No 
on Prop 20, Save t h e  Coast." S o , . t h e  f i n e  p r i n t ,  of course,  
s a i d  t o  save t h e  c o a s t  f o r  t h e  P.avelopers. 

I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  was a  c a b i n e t . i s s u e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  you could 
f i n d  i t  somewhere i n  some of t h e  governor 's  speeches because I 
persuaded him, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h a t .  And I d o n ' t  
rsaember whether he  formal ly  endorsed t h e  i s s u e ,  bu t  h e  d id  
c r i t i c ' i z e  t h e  t a c t i c s  of t h e  developers '  a d v e r t i s i n g .  

Then I d i d  more than  t h a t ,  and I t r e a s u r e  t h i s ;  I ' v e  got  
i t  somewhere. I d i d n ' t  o f t e n  do t h i s ,  but  I wrote  Whitaker, 
whom I knew pe r sona l ly ,  i n  advance of t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  and I s a i d  
i n  w r i t i n g  t o  him t h a t  win, l o s e  o r  draw i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  t h a t  



Livermore: I thought h i s  a d v e r t i s i n g  was bad, u n e t h i c a l ,  even d i shones t .  
He of course  r e sen ted  t h a t  very  much, and a f t e r  he 'd  l o s t  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  h e  wrote  me va r ious  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s ,  but  I d i d n ' t  r ep ly .  
T h a t ' s  one of t h e  sword's p o i n t s  I remember from Sacramento; 
I l i k e d  him q u i t e  w e l l  p e r s o n a l l y ,  bu t  I f e l t  t h a t  w a s  bum 
a d v e r t i s i n g  . 

Lage : Didn ' t  he  a l s o  run Reagan's cmpa ign ,  o r  am I wrong about t h a t ?  

Livermore: No. To my knowledge they  had noth ing  t o  do w i t h  Reagan's 
campaign. I don ' t  know i f  t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  i n  bus ines s ,  bu t  
t h e y ' r e  a  well-known San Franc isco  f i r m  t h a t  took i n i t i a t i v e s  
more than  candida tes .  

Lage : Was t h i s  a  l e t t e r  t h a t  you could have pub l i c i zed ,  o r  d id  you 
p u b l i c i z e  i t ?  

Livermore: NO,  I never  pub l i c i zed  i t ,  because, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  I wrote 
i t  j u s t  man-to-man about  f i v e  days be fo re  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  I j u s t  
wanted t o  go on record  a s  t o  how I f e l t ,  b u t  I wrote  i t  on 
s t a t e  s t a t i o n a r y .  I could have pub l i c i zed  i t ,  I guess ,  i f  I ' d  
wanted t o .  Maybe i f  I was a  l i t t l e  more courageous, I would 
have. [ l a u g h t e r ]  

Lage : OK. One n o t i c e  I r a n  a c r o s s ,  I guess ,  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Journa l .  
This  w a s  t a l k i n g  about t h e  p roces s  l e a d i n g  up f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  
p ropos i t i on .  It s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  have a  po l i cy  and t h a t  i n  A p r i l  ' 71  you and Lieutenant  
Governor Reinecke were de l ega ted  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  develop 
an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p o l i c y  on t h e  c o a s t  and c o a s t a l  planning.  Is 
t h a t  something you r e c a l l ?  

Livermore: Yes, t h a t  r i n g s  a  b e l l .  It seems t o  me t h a t  Reinecke w a s  t h e  
ex o f f i c i o  head of t h i s  group, which w a s  a  long  tongue t w i s t e r  
which I don ' t  r e c a l l .  This  was t h e  group t h a t  I mentioned 
e a r l i e r  t h a t  had t h i s  p l an  f o r  c o a s t a l  r eo rgan iza t ion .  But t h e  
membership of t h a t  committee--and I f o r g e t  t h e  name of i t - - w a s  
s p l i t ;  t h e r e  was a  l o t  of meetings. And I 'd say  t h a t ,  ye s ,  he  
and I were de l ega ted  t o  t r y  and work something out-- 

Lage : Did they t a l k  about p r i n c i p l e s ?  

Livermore: Yes, t h e r e  were maps--oh, God! t h e r e  w a s ,  i t  seems t o  me, 
computer s t u d i e s .  It was t h e  bui ldup t o  t h i s  whole t h i n g ,  bu t  
when push came t o  shove, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i t  was l o c a l  c o n t r o l .  
That  was t h e  b i g  bugbear of t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  and i t  c a r r i e d  over 
t o  t h e  Brown admin i s t r a t i on .  Brown had t o  f i g h t  very  hard and 
very commendably t o  enac t  s t r eng then ing  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
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continued t h e  s t a t e  commission, which i s  only now being 
phased o u t  and which many people t h i n k  l e d  t o  c e r t a i n  bureau- 
c r a t i c  excesses .  

OK, l e t ' s  t a l k  f o r  a  few minutes about a f t e r  t h e  p ropos i t i on  
was passed and t h e  cornmission was s e t  up. Was t h e r e  any 
over lapping  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  between your agency and t h e  
commission? 

No, a s  I r e c a l l  i t  they had--was i t  f i v e  c o a s t a l  d i s t r i c t s  on 
the  s t a t e  commission? The only t h i n g  I r e c a l l ,  s o r t  of 
n o s t a l g i c a l l y ,  i s  t h a t  one of t h e  governor 's  appoin tees  w a s  a  
S tanford  b a s e b a l l  p l aye r  who I knew c a s u a l l y  and who came i n t o  
my o f f i c e  and s o r t  of j u s t  made f r i e n d s .  Once t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  
passed and t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  took o f f ,  I had very l i t t l e  t o  do 
wi th  i t .  

I met t h i s  Roger Ossenbagh. Dick Wilson, whom I mentioned 
i n  connect ion wi th  Dos Rios,  was appointed by t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  
It was i n t e r e s t i n g ;  h e ' s  q u i t e  a  l i b e r a l - t y p e  Republican, bu t  
he had'Democratic connect ions.  He was appointed by t h e  
assembly speaker  Bob More t t i .  So, no, t h a t  was ou t  of my a e g i s  
once t h e  t h i n g  was passed.  But I do t h i n k  t h a t  our  administra-  
t i o n  should deserve  cons ide rab le  c r e d i t  f o r  a l l  t h e  s t u d i e s  
t h a t  preceded t h i s  complex th ing .  And you might say our  h e a r t  
was i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l ace ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  q u i t e  have t h a t  oomph 
on the  s t a t e  c o n t r o l ,  which i s  s t i l l  a  very tough i s s u e .  

That seems t o  be t h e  cons t an t  theme, an unwi l l ingness  t o  over- 
r i d e  l o c a l  c o n t r o l .  

Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  and i t ' s  t r u e  now i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  admin i s t r a t i on .  
I t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g  t h e  anomaly; you look  a t  Watt, perhaps t h e  
most s t r i d e n t  proponent of t h a t  phi losophy,  and y e t  h a l f  t h e  
s t u f f  he i s  promulgating i s  ove r r id ing  t h e  s t a t e s  a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  
l e v e l .  

Like t h e  o i l  and gas?  

Exact ly.  L ike  t h e  OCS [Outer Con t inen ta l  S h e l f ] ,  o r  some of 
t h e s e  wi lde rnes s  p o l i c i e s  o r  many th ings .  

Well ,  t h a t  makes you 1,:;nder i f  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  t h e  i s s u e  then?  
I f  s t a t e  c o n t r o l  o r  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  i s s u e  o r  whether 
t h e r e ' s  some o t h e r  more b a s i c  i s s u e ?  

Well,  t h e  b a s i c  ph i lo soph ica l  i s s u e ,  I know f o r  many Republicans, 
i nc lud ing  me t o  a  somewhat l e s s e r  degree,  is  t h a t  you should 
no t  have e x t r a  l a y e r s  of government. Every time you have an 



Livermore: e x t r a  l a y e r  you g e t  more bureaucracy, more red tape ,  more 
headaches, and you ' r e  f a r t h e r  from the  people. T h a t ' s  come 
up p a r t i c u l a r l y  here ;  you mentioned e a r l i e r  t h e  BCDC. 

Of course,  i n  our  admin i s t r a t ion  t h e r e  were many a t tempts  
t o  produce a Bay Area government. NOW, I guess w e  s t i l l  have 
ABAG [Associat ion of Bay Area.Goverments].  They g e t  s o r t  of 
planning money, but they have no power. Well, I th ink  we came 
very c l o s e  t o  endorsing something t h a t  would g ive  more t e e t h  
t o  t h e  Bay Area governments, but  i t  j u s t  wouldn't q u i t e  go. 

On another  theme, I f e e l  very keenly t h a t  t h e s e  enormous 
metropol i tan  a r e a s  throughout t h e  country should inc lude  t h e  
suburbs. We suburbani tes  a r e  s i t t i n g  happi ly  by the  f i r e  and 
paying taxes  only t o  our  l o c a l ,  l i t t l e  cocoon community. 
Whereas r i g h t  ac ross  t h e  Bay from u s ,  i n  an a r e a  t h a t  we depend 
on, a r e  t h e s e  t e r r i b l e  problems. I remember--I'm not  a TV f a n ,  
but you do remember c e r t a i n  programs--a year  o r  two ago, I 
th ink ,  t h e r e  were t e n  mayors b i t t e r l y  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h i s  problem. 
I remember being shocked, I th ink  i t  w a s  t h e  town of Newark, 
where a l o t  of bu i ld ings  i n  the  town a r e  boarded up. They a r e  
j u s t  ghost towns. What t h e y ' r e  a l l  pleading f o r  is: "Look, 
we've got a l l  t h i s  wealth,  t a l e n t ,  t r e a s u r e  i f  you want t o  
c a l l  i t ,  and they a l l  come i n t o  t h e  c i t i e s ,  and none of them 
shares."  So, t h a t ' s  a p o l i t i c a l  problem. And y e t ,  a s  I 
mentioned a moment ago, i t  was t r i e d .  S t i l l ,  I guess, a l o t  
of people th ink  w e  should have a Bay Area government, bu t  again,  
how are you going t o  prevent t h a t  e x t r a  l a y e r ?  There a r e  only 
two p laces ,  I th ink ,  i n  the  uni ted  S t a t e s  t h a t  have done t h i s  
t o  d a t e  t o  a degree. One i s  t h e  Twin Ci ty  a r e a ,  I understand,  
t h a t ' s  .Minneapolis and S t .  Paul ,  and t h e  o t h e r  one i s  Pensacola, 
F lo r ida ,  t h a t  have some kind of a r eg iona l  government. But 
i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t .  

Implementing t h e  Environmental Qual i ty  Act 

Lage : I thought we'd t u r n  now and t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h e  
Environmental Qual i ty  Act and t h e  environmental impact r epor t s .  

Livermore: I remember t h a t  v iv id ly .  Although I am unce r t a in  about what l e d  
up t o  t h e  CEQA l e g i s l a t i o n ,  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  what h i t  my desk 
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  s e r i e s  of r egu la t ions  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  CEQA, a s  
we c a l l e d  i t  [ C a l i f o r n i a  Environmental Q u a l i t y  Act, 19701. 

Lage: This  w a s  your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  



Livermore: A s  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Resources i t w a s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  based on 
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t o  pu t  o u t  t h e  f i r s t  s e t  of r egu la t ions .  
There was a f i n e ,  young man on my s t a f f - - I  t h i n k  h e ' s  on Huey 
Johnson's  staff--named Norm H i l l  who is  a young a t to rney .  He 
d id  t h e  enormously d e t a i l e d  spadework on t h i s ,  and I kept  i n  
c l o s e  touch wi th  him, and he would g i v e  me va r ious  e d i t i n g s .  
W e  had two o r  t h r e e  p u b l i c  hea r ings ,  I t h i n k  one i n  Sacramento 
and two i n  Los Angeles ,as  I r e c a l l  i t .  Th i s  rocked a long  and 
I remember we f i n a l l y  h i t  t h e  dead l ine ,  and h e  and I worked i n  
my o f f i c e ,  I t h i n k ,  u n t i l  about 4:00 AM c r o s s i n g  t h e  t ' s  and 
d o t t i n g  t h e  i ' s  on our  interpretat ion--which i s  s o r t  of 
standard--of how t h i s  t h i n g  worked. 

I remember--I s t i l l  have i t  i n  some of my happy posses-. 
sions--the l e t t e r  I wrote a s  a preamble, and I remember i t  
q u i t e  w e l l  because a f t e r  t h i s  enormous red t a p e  I put  ou t  a 
l e t t e r  t o  a l l  r e c i p i e n t s  which s a i d  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  " I ' m  
happy t o  send you t h i s ,  ( i t  was about a 40-page i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s )  and I hope (and I may have even s a i d ,  "I 
hope and pray") t h a t  f u t u r e  e d i t i o n s  would be  s h o r t e r  and 
s impler .  I apologize  t h a t  i t ' s  t h i s  complex." Well, t h e  k i cke r  
kind of amused m e .  It w a s  a couple of days l a t e r  t h a t  Tom 
Graf f ,  whom I knew c a s u a l l y  and who's a l o c a l  manager of t h e  
Environmental Defense Fund and whom I i n c i d e n t a l l y  t h ink  very  
h igh ly  o f ,  he had a s o r t  of a mini-press conference.  He accused 
Sec re t a ry  of Resources Livermore of r h e t o r i c .  He s a i d ,  'mat 
kind of r h e t o r i c  i s  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  hopes t o  s imp l i fy  
t h e s e  r u l e s ? "  I thought t h a t  w a s  kind of amusing and kind of 
sad too ,  t h a t  a f e l l o w  env i ronmen ta l i s t ,  i f  I might c a l l  him 
t h a t ,  would t h i n k  t h a t  my motfves were impure o r  i l l o g i c a l .  
I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a f a c t  i n  l i f e  we a l l  have t o  f a c e ,  t h i s  
t e r r i b l e  complexity.  

Lag e : Tha t ' s  t r u e .  Did you pe r sona l ly  moderate t h e  hea r ings?  The 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  I saw i n  t h e  documents room a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  were a 
s e r i e s  of pre l iminary  d r a f t s ,  and i t  sounded a s  i f  t h e r e  were 
hea r ings ,  and then  t h e  d r a f t s  were r e w r i t t e n .  It ind ica t ed  
t h a t  you were t h e  moderator f o r  t h e  hea r ings .  

Livermore: Yes, I was. 

Lage : How d i d  those  go? 

Livermore: Well, God, I w a s  i n  so  many hearings..  I th ink  i t  was one of 
those;  I remember a t  l e a s t  one i n  Sacramento. I d id  moderate 
them, and t h e r e  was p l en ty  of r h e t o r i c  a t  those .  I remember 
j u s t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  people and t ak ing  no te s .  There were t a p e  
r eco rde r s ,  and i t  a l l  l e d  up t o  t h i s  t h i n g  I mentioned e a r l i e r  
t h a t  we f i n a l l y  synthes ized .  



Livermore: 

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage: 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

But one t h i n g  I remember was kind of amusing, and I t h i n k  i t  
w a s  one of those  hea r ings .  There w a s  a coed a t  UC Davis who 
was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  f r o n t  row, I t h i n k ,  a t  one of t hose  hearings-- 
I don ' t  know; i t  may have been on a i r  p o l l u t i o n .  Anyway, t h e  
po in t  of t h e  s t o r y  i s  t h a t  she f e l t  t h a t  people shou ldn ' t  
d r i v e  b i g  c a r s ,  and I suddenly r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h e r e  I had t h i s  
huge s t a t i o n  wagon wi th  a l a r g e  family.  She de l igh ted  m e  
because she  s a i d  t h a t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  "No one i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  
anywhere, should be  allowed t o  d r i v e  a b i g  c a r .  They were j u s t  
t e r r i b l y  was tefu l . "  Then she s a i d  k ind  of coyly,  "Except t h e  
governor,  perhaps,"  and then  s h e  looked a t  m e ,  "And maybe 
except  I k e  Livermore, too." [ l a u g h t e r ]  I f o r g e t  h e r  name bu t  
she was q u i t e  a p r e t t y ,  a t t r a c t i v e  l i t t l e  coed, and I always 
remember t h a t .  The very nex t  day we went ou t  and s o l d  o u r  b i g  
Mercury s t a t i o n  wagon and have had a l i t t l e  Toyota eve r  s ince .  

Now, was t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  of h e r  comment? 

Oh yes ,  w e l l ,  i t  w a s  growing i n  my mind. Th i s  w a s ,  you know, 
way be fo re  t h e  energy c r i s i s .  It w a s  j u s t  t h a t  she  helped m e  
r e a l i z e  t h e  o l d  s t o r y ,  "Do a s  I say ,  n o t  a s  I do.'' I f  y o u ' r e  
i n  favor  of conserv ing  energy,  you shou ldn ' t  be d r i v i n g  a 350 
horsepower Mercury s t a t i o n  wagon, which I had f o r  y e a r s .  

But t hose  h e a r i n g s  were i n t e r e s t i n g .  I remember pa r t i cu -  
l a r l y  P e t e  Schabarum, whom I knew q u i t e  we l l .  I t h i n k  I 
mentioned him e a r l i e r  i n  connect ion wi th  r a t i n g  Governor 
Reagan low on a i r  p o l l u t i o n ;  i t  was l a r g e l y  on account  of 
Schabarum r e s i s t i n g .  I remember him i n  t h e s e  hea r ings  too ,  
and a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  h e  had a l l  k inds  of ques t ions- - jus t  a 
d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t  of view. 

From what angle? 

I t h i n k  i t  was t h i s  3300 s e r i e s  on r e q u i r i n g  gene ra l  p lans .  
They were kind of ph i lo soph ica l ly  s i m i l a r ,  bu t  i t  w a s  t h e  C i ty  
of Los Angeles. They s o r t  of f e l t ,  "The h e l l  w i t h  i t;  we've 
got  our  own s t a f f  and go away. Don't t e l l  u s  what t o  do" kind 
of a t h ing .  So, i t  was a l i t t l e  b i t  t h e  same wi th  CEQA, 
al though I t h i n k  Schabarum w a s  more on t h i s  g e n e r a l  p l an  
bus ines s  . 
So, you d id  a l o t  of hea r ing  moderations? 

Yes, you b e t .  

Do you have some opin ions  about  p u b l i c  i npu t  and p u b l i c  involve- 
ment i n  t h e s e  hear ings?  



Livermore: I t h i n k  i t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  good. The b i g  problem i n  a  l o t  of 
hear ings  is t h a t  i n s t e a d  of having a  comment o r  a  ques t ion ,  
people g ive  a  speech. I ' v e  long thought t h a t  i n  a l l  types  of 
hea r ings ,  t h a t  t h e r e  should be a  b e t t e r  system of r i ng ing  a  
gong o r  l i m i t i n g  t h e  t ime people t a k e  because they g e t  so  
in te rminable .  The b e s t  I ' v e  e v e r  seen ,  be fo re  o r  s i n c e ,  was 
when I was a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Episcopal  d iocese  convention h e r e  
i n  Grace Cathedra l .  Th i s  was a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  Vietnam war; 
t h e r e  was a  l o t  of exci tement .  The bishop l i m i t e d  each person 
t o  two minutes.  They had a  long  success ion  of people walking 
up t o  t h e  microphone, and i t  was very w e l l  run. I t 's  hard  t o  
do t h a t ;  you g e t  some kook t h a t  l i k e s  t o  hea r  himself  speak. 

I remember one o t h e r  t h ing ,  j u s t  a  kind of a  f l a s h .  I 
th ink  it was one of t h e s e  CEQA hea r ings ;  i t  was kind of a  new 
thought t o  me, and t h a t  was t h a t  over i l lumunia t ion  has  bad 
h e a l t h  e f f e c t s .  This  young fe l low was q u i t e  impressive. He 
was t a l k i n g  about--in many of t h e  c i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y - I  
perhaps shouldn ' t d i s p l a y  my no r the rn  C a l i f o r n i a  bias-- 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  southern  C a l i f o r n i a ,  you'd have t h e s e  whole 
bu i ld ings  which were j u s t  a  mass of l i g h t .  O r  you'd go down-- 
what i t  is--Wilshire o r  Hollywood Boulevard a t  n i g h t .  He w a s  
us ing  t h i s  a s  an  argument t o  save  energy, bu t  i n  t h e  con tex t  
of i t s  revving people up too  much. I t 's  k ind  of a  new thought ,  
t h a t  ove r i l l umina t ion  i s  a h e a l t h  hazard.  

Lage : I t ' s  ove r s t imu la t ing?  

Livermore: Yes, i t s  kind of an i n t e r e s t i n g  thought.  I c a n ' t  say I ' v e  
heard i t  very o f t e n  s i n c e .  

Lage : How would you t a k e  t h e  comments i n  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ings  and 
i n t e g r a t e  them i n t o  t h e  f i n a l  p lan?  Was i t  more j u s t  a  sounding 
board f o r  people  o r  were they r e a l l y  brought i n t o  t h e  dec i s ion?  

Livermore: No, I t h i n k  t h e r e  were a  l o t  of good comments. We had c o u r t  
r e p o r t e r s  t h e r e ,  and most of t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  was done by M r .  
H i l l .  We, of course ,  had many meetings t o o  i n  ou r  s t a f f  room 
i n  Sacramento. Again, t h e  framework was t h e  f e d e r a l  law where 
you have t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  and t h e . e f f e c t s  on va r ious  
f e a t u r e s  of bo th  t h e  n a t u r a l  and t h e  human environment. 

One of t h e  o f f shoo t s ,  obviously--I remember speaking about 
a  l i t t l e  b i t  jocular ly--but  i t ' s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  what i s  - n o t  
environmental? I t h i n k ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t a l k s  
about t h e  e f f e c t  on t h e  human environment, and t h i s  is l i k e  t h e  
Stephen Fox book we've o f t e n  t a lked  about .  The breadth  of 



Livermore: environmental concern: Is i t  j u s t  man? Is i t  man's r e l a t i o n  
t o  n a t u r e ?  Is it man's dominance of n a t u r e ?  Is i t  only b r i c k s  
and mortar ,  o r  i s  i t  t h e  condor type  of t h i n g ?  

Lage : I t h i n k  t h a t  was one of t h e  p o i n t s  made i n  one of your cover 
l e t t e r s  on t h i s .  It was t h a t  some people wanted t o  l i m i t  t h e  
r e p o r t s  t o  j u s t  t h e  phys i ca l  environment, bu t  you f e l t  t h a t  
t h a t  wasn ' t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of  t h e  law. 

Livermore: Oh yes.  I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  s e v e r a l  cab ine t  members, I d o n ' t  
remember names, d ied  hard on t h a t .  Exact ly,  yes .  "It's only  
b r i c k s  and mortar ,  no th ing  e l s e .  " 

Lag e : It seemed a s  i f  you were coopera t ing  somewhat w i t h  t h e  governor 's  
O f f i c e  of Planning and Research w i t h  t h e  environmental impact 
r e p o r t s .  Was t h e r e  a l o t  of back and f o r t h  coopera t ion  t h e r e ?  

Livermore: Very d e f i n i t e l y .  I n  f a c t ,  a man on my s t a f f ,  who i s  s t i l l  i n  
Sacramento, John Tooker, w a s  t aken  from me t o  head t h i s  OPandR 
[Of f i ce  of Planning and Research] ,  as we c a l l  i t .  He was a 
f i n e  young man; I b e l i e v e  h e ' s  s t i l l  i n  Sacramento. So t h e r e  
was a l o t  of g ive  and t ake .  A s  I say ,  I ' m  a l i t t l e  fuzzy 
between t h e  CEQA and t h i s ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  3300 s e r i e s  
f o r  t h e  county p l a n s  t h a t  he  produced. He was very  in s t rumen ta l  
i n  t h a t ,  and I l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  I t r a i n e d  him, s o  t o  speak. 

There were many, many c a b i n e t  meetings, even s t a f f  meetings 
wi th  Ed Meese and others--precabinet  meetings--on t h e  wording 
of t h i s  very d i f f i c u l t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The main problem t h e r e ,  
of course ,  w a s  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  lobby, s o  t h e r e  was a l o t  of 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  on t h a t .  

Lage : You mention t h a t  Fr iends  of t h e  Mammoth dec i s ion ,  and I am 
reminded of t h e  e x i t  i n t e rv i ew you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  wi th  o t h e r s  
i n  Reagan's cab ine t  and s t a f f  i n  1974 a t  t h e  t ime you l e f t  
Sacramento. * 

Livermore: Yes, I ' v e  never  heard t h a t  in te rv iew.  

*Round t a b l e  d i scuss ion  by Governor Reagan's cab ine t  and s t a f f ,  
t a p e  recorded on December 18, 1974, i n  o rde r  t o  s h a r e  r e c o l l e c -  
t i o n s  of t h e  "implementation of t h e  Governor's philosophy" 
i n  major a r e a s  of concern. Tape and t r a n s c r i p t i o n  he ld  a t  
Hoover In s t i t u t e . - -Ed i to r .  



Lage: The F r i ends  of Mammoth d e c i s i o n  was brought up i n  t h a t  in te rv iew.  
Someone mentions what a d i s a s t e r  i t  was, and you come i n  say ing  
you have a d i f f e r i n g  opinion. Do you f e e l  t h a t  Fr iends  of t h e  
Mammoth was a l e g i t i m a t e  ex tens ion  of t h e  a r e a  f o r  environmental 
review? 

Livermore: Yes, I do; I can understand those  who thought i t  was a d i s a s t e r .  
There were many people on t h e  cab ine t  who f e l t ,  and I guess  
s t i l l  f e e l ,  t h a t  t h e  p r i v a t e  market system can do no wrong. 
I j u s t  thoroughly d i sag ree .  

Lage: One person i n  t h e  in t e rv i ew,  I t h i n k  i t  was [Frank] Walton, 
s a i d ,  "I sometimes wonder what would have happened i f  we'd j u s t  
l e t  n a t u r e  t a k e  i ts  course  i n  a l l  t h e s e  a r eas .  I n  air  p o l l u t i o n ,  
water  p o l l u t i o n ,  t h e  wi lderness ."  There aga in ,  you defended 
t h e  p o i n t  of view t h a t  t h a t  j u s t  cou ldn ' t  be. 

Livermore: Well, I remember Walton very w e l l ;  h e  was a very personable  
fel low.  I t o l d  you about  my i n t e r p l a y  w i t h  him on Mineral  King 
when he  t r i e d  t o  t a l k  me down i n  a f r i e n d l y ,  bu t  under t h e  
c u r r e n t ,  i n  kind of an  u n f a i r  way. I j u s t  t h i n k  t h e i r  argument 
i s  r i d i c u l o u s .  I remember, one of my i l l u s t r a t i o n s  comes t o  
mind, and t h i s  was r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  case  of Harrahs a t  Lake 
Tahoe. A l o t  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  you j u s t  have t o  jawbone people 
down based on a gut  f e e l i n g  of what t h e  p u b l i c  wants. I n  t h e  
case  of Harrahs,  one of our  h o t t e s t  Tahoe t h i n g s  which I ' d  
f o r g o t t e n  u n t i l  t h i s  moment, was on l i m i t i n g  Harrahs expansion 
t o ,  I t h i n k  i t  was, twelve s t o r i e s .  They had a l o c a l  permit  
f o r  e igh teen  s t o r i e s .  We j u s t  p r a c t i c a l l y  jawboned them down; 
we t a lked  them out  of i t  al though had they  wanted t o  f i g h t  
ha rde r ,  maybe they could have g o t t e n  t h e  e x t r a  s i x  s t o r i e s .  

Anyway, i n  one of our--if you want t o  c a l l  them--jam 
ses s ions ,  and I t h i n k  t h i s  was w i t h  Walton and o t h e r s ,  I 
remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  some p r o f e s s o r s  from UCLA t h a t  I t h i n k  
were a l i t t l e  b i t  t r o g l o d y t e s  i n  t h e i r  views. So I s a i d ,  "OK, 
l e t ' s  u s e  t h i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  on t h e  Tahoe agency, and from jaw- 
bon'ng based obviously on environmental concerns,  w e  t a lked  
Harrahs o u t  of e i g h t  s t o r i e s .  They could probably show on 
paper t h a t ,  you know, c a p i t a l i z i n g  e x t r a  income and s o  f o r t h ,  
t h a t  t h a t  c o s t  them f i v e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  

They had t o  forego  t h a t  p r o f i t  a l i t t l e  l i k e  i n  t h e  wi lder -  
nes s  having t o  forego  c u t t i n g  t imber .  So I s a i d ,  "OK, l e t ' s  
say t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t  i t s  probably worth f i v e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  
So you f e l lows  a r e  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  should t h e r e f o r e  
pay Harrahs cash,  f i v e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ? "  They s a i d ,  "Yes." 
And I s a i d ,  "You guys a r e  n u t t y  a s  a f r u i t c a k e ;  I j u s t  d i s a g r e e  



Livermore: w i th  you." And s o  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  perhaps a  handy a r i t h m e t i c  
i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f ,  i n  my view, t h e  i l l o g i c a l  a t t i t u d e  of a  l o t  of 
t h e s e  people who th ink  t h a t  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  can do no wrong. 

P ropos i t i on  1: An Attempt t o  Limit  Tax 

Lag e  : So, i s s u e s  l i k e  Harrahs would come b e f o r e  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  i s s u e s  
t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Tahoe Regional Planning Agency? 

Livermore: Well, t h i s  w a s  more of a  b r a i n  se s s ion .  Toward t h e  end of t h e  
Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  we had s e v e r a l  s o r t  of long-term planning  
se s s ions .  And I remember Ed Meese i n  p a r t i c u l a r  was i n t r i g u e d  
wi th  t h e  i d e a  of f i r e  department l o c a l  c o n t r o l  ve r sus  r e g i o n a l  
c o n t r o l  and t h e  same f o r  p o l i c e  and schools .  And t h e r e  w a s  an  
i l l u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  f i r e  department,  f o r  
instance--I t h i n k  i t ' s  i n  S c o t t s d a l e ,  Arizona, of a l l  places-- 
was farmed o u t  t o  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .  So you have t h i s  s o r t  
of morass of c o n f l i c t i n g  f e e l i n g s  between l o c a l  government, 
r e g i o n a l  government, p u b l i c ,  p r i v a t e  and s o  f o r t h .  It w a s  a t  
one of those  s e s s i o n s  t h a t  t h e  Harrahs i l l u s t r a t i o n  came up. 

Lage: I s e e ,  s o  i t  wasn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e c i s i o n  making b u t  j u s t  
ph i lo soph ica l .  

Livermore: No, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember j u s t  why w e  had a l l  t h e s e  meetings. 
I suddenly remember, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  w e  were searching  f o r  
s o r t  of major i s s u e s  t o  te rmina te ,  go o u t  w i t h  a bang so  t o  
speak, i n  Sacramento. The n e t  r e s u l t  of i t  a l l  was t h e  Proposi- 
t i o n  1, t h e  t a x  t h i n g ,  which I w a s  somewhat a c t i v e  i n ,  which 
Reagan 10s t . 

Lage : That was r educ t ion  of--? 

Livermore: That  was an  a t tempt  t o  l i m i t  s t a t e  t axes  t o  a  c e r t a i n  growth 
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  income. It was ; precu r so r ,  you might 
say ,  of Prop 13. I t h i n k  t h e  governor,  now p r e s i d e n t ,  l a i d  
claim t o  t h a t  preamble you might s ay ,  and I t h i n k  h e ' s  r i g h t .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  campaign w a s  s o r t  of an unc le ,  you might s ay ,  t o  
Prop 13. The b i g  advantage, of course ,  of Prop 13 is  it  j u s t  
zeroed i n  o r  t h e  one th ing ,  t h e  land  t axes .  Whereas what we 
were a t tempt ing  t o  do was an  o v e r a l l  l i m i t a t i o n  on t h e  s t a t e  
budget. So, when I mentioned t h e  Harrahs i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  w e  had 
s e v e r a l  s e r i e s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  of meetings l e d  very a b l y  by 
Ed Meese, t r y i n g  t o  s e i z e  on kind of major t h i n g s ,  and i t  a l l  
kind of evolved i n t o  t h i s  one. W e  chose t h a t  one. 



Lage : You chose t h a t  one t o  focus  on as an outgoing f l i n g  more o r  
l e s s ?  

Livermore: Yes, s o r t  o f ;  I don ' t  remember what yea r  i t  w a s ,  b u t  I t h i n k  
it must have been ' 73 .  I remember we were a l l  urged, and d i d ,  
he lp  g e t  p e t i t i o n s  s igned  and s o  f o r t h .  

Lage : Yes, t h a t  was something t h a t  t h e  environmental community more 
o r  l e s s  opposed, I th ink .  I r an  a c r o s s  some correspondence-- 

Livermore: Yes, I t h i n k  they d id ,  and I opposed i t  myself .  

Lage : You opposed P ropos i t i on  l ?  

Livermore: I n  t h e  cab ine t  I wrote  a  long  l e t t e r ,  I remember, t o  t h e  
governor. I don ' t  know i f  I s t i l l  have i t ,  b u t  my main objec- 
t i o n  was t h a t  i t  wasn ' t  pinpointed enough, and t h a t  c e r t a i n  
segments of s t a t e  government should n o t  be penal ized .  It w a s  
good-natured, b u t  I w a s  always t h e  bad guy you might say ,  
because Resources only had roughly 2 percent  of t h e  s t a t e  
budget,  and I was always say ing ,  "Gee, you guys a r e  shaving 
my poor,  l i t t l e  o ld  2 percent . "  So, f o r  t h z t  and o t h e r  
reasons I was a g a i n s t  i t .  I f e l t  t h a t  my b & t e  n o i r e ,  you 
might say ,  was educat ion.  I always f e l t  t h a t  educa t ion  go t  
too many d o l l a r s .  So I w a s  p leading ,  I guess  u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y  
i t  turned  o u t  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  f o r  a  modi f ica t ion ,  a  p rov i s ion  
t h a t  would say where t h e  economies would be. 

Lage : You're t a l k i n g  l i k e  a  r e a l  S tanford  man. [ l a u g h t e r ]  On t h e  
Berkeley campus they don ' t  f e e l  educa t ion  g e t s  t oo  much money. 

Livermore: Well, I could t a l k  a l l  day about t h a t .  You know, Stanford o r  
C a l ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  PR budget a lone  f o r  UC Berkeley i n  
those  days was a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a  year .  

Lage : It 's no t  enough. 

Livermore: I know what you ' r e  saying.  I have a  son-in-law who's a  c o l l e g e  
p ro fe s so r ,  s o  I-- 

Lage : Where does he teach? 

Livermore: Corne l l ,  r i g h t  now h e ' s  a t  Cambridge. But, no, i t ' s  a  l i t t l e  
c f f  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  bu t  I t h i n k  tenure  i n  educa t ion  i s  lousy .  
I ' m  t h ink ing  more of t h e  h igh  school  l e v e l .  I can t h i n k  of 
many i l l u s t r a t i o n s  where I t h i n k  t e n u r e  is  j u s t  t e r r i b l e .  

Lage : You mean where t h e  t enu re  p r o t e c t s  t h e  incompetents? 



Livermore: P r o t e c t s  mediocri ty .  Frankly,  and you probably d i s a g r e e  
v i o l e n t l y ,  I th ink  t h e r e ' s  overeducat ion i n  t h i s  country. For 
i n s t ance ,  I remember one s t a t i s t i c  t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  w i th  about  
10 percent  of t h e  coun t ry ' s  popula t ion  has  35 pe rcen t  of t h e  
community co l l eges .  I ' v e  seen  a  l o t  of t h e  products  of t h e s e  
community co l l eges ,  and I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  j u s t  overeducated. 
They're  l e d  t o  have a s p i r a t i o n s  which a r e  f i n e ,  bu t  t h e  
employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  j u s t  a r e n ' t  t he re .  

Lage : W e  a r e  g e t t i n g  o f f  t h e  t r a c k ,  bu t  would t h e  employment oppor- 
t u n i t i e s  be t h e r e  i f  they  weren ' t  a s  w e l l  educated? There ' s  
no t  t h e  low-level employment a v a i l a b l e  e i t h e r .  

Livermore: W e  could a rgue  a l l  day about t h i s ,  of course.  You'd say ,  
"Well, one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  would happen i f  you c u t  t h e  
community c o l l e g e s  down t o  t h e i r  p ropor t iona te  s i z e ,  why, 
t he re ' d  be a  l o t  of t e a c h e r s  o u t  of  work." So t h a t  would add 
t o  t h e  unemployment r o l l s .  I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  easy 
answers t o  t h i s  ques t ion ,  bu t  I a l s o  tend t o  be c r i t i c a l  of a  
l o t  of educa to r s  because--I t h i n k  t h i s  is  more i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  
than t h e  p u b l i c  sector--but t h e i r  whole underg i rd ing  i s  by and 
l a r g e  t h e  bus ines s  community. And y e t  most c o l l e g e  f a c u l t i e s ,  
i n  my obse rva t ion ,  a r e  j u s t  always g iv ing  h e l l  t o  t h e  bus ines s  
community. They i n c u l c a t e  i n  s t u d e n t s  a  l a c k  of app rec i a t ion  
f o r  economics, whereas they themselves a r e  dependent--their 
benefac tors  a r e  mostly businessmen. So, t hose  a r e  j u s t  a  few 
thoughts  I had on educa t ion .  

But mainly,  i n  terms of t h e  s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t  i n  Sacramento, 
t h e r e ' s  a  p rov i s ion  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  may be s t i l l  t h e r e ,  
t h a t  goes something l i k e  t h i s :  t h a t  i f  ever  any money i s  
excess  anywhere, why, educa t ion  g e t s  i t .  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t .  
[ l a u g h t e r ]  

Power P lan t  S i t i n g  Committee 

Lage : Why d o n ' t  we  t u r n  t o  t h e  ques t ion  of energy p lanning  and t h e  
power p l a n t  s i t i n g  t h a t  I t h i n k  you were involved i n .  

Livermore: Tha t ' s  a  huge s u b j e c t ;  I remember t h a t  v i v i d l y .  When I came 
aboard I i n h e r i t e d  t h e  chairmanship of what was c a l l e d  t h e  
Power P l a n t  S i t i n g  Committee. T h i s  was a  committee t h a t  was, 
I guess  our  environmental f r i e n d s  would say  c y n i c a l l y ,  s o r t  
of p lay ing  f o o t s i e  w i t h  t h e  u t i l i t i e s .  I guess maybe we were; 
we were f r i e n d l y  wi th  them. We thought we were doing a  f i n e  
job; t h e  u t i l i t i e s  would come t o  us--there were, of course,  



Livermore: b a s i c a l l y  t h r e e :  The San Diego Gas and E l e c t r i c ,  t h e  Southern 
C a l i f o r n i a  Edison and PG&E [ P a c i f i c  Gas and E l e c t r i c  Company]-- 
and they would say ,  "Now, we have i n  mind t h e s e  va r ious  s i t e s ,  
some nuc lea r  and some n o t  nuc lea r ,  and we welcome your opinion." 

We had t h i s  committee composed of d e l e g a t e s  of t h e  
Resources Agency and departments such a s  Parks ,  F i s h  and Game, 
Water Resources,  e t  c e t e r a .  They had a c e r t a i n  budget--I 
th ink  f o r  s e c r e t a r i a l  h e l p  and whatnot. The committee and 
appropr i a t e  u t i l i t y  execu t ives  would go t o  t h e s e  va r ious  s i t e s  
and s tudy them c a r e f u l l y ,  and they  would modify t h e  r eques t  and 
sometimes deny it .  So, t h i s  went a long happ i ly ,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  
f o r  about  two o r  t h r e e  yea r s .  We d id  d ing  some s i t e s ;  we 
approved some o t h e r  s i t e s .  P a r a l l e l  t o  this--and t h i s  is ,  of 
course,  brought ou t  very c l e a r l y  i n  Dave Brower's o r a l  his tory--  
w a s  t h e  a n t i n u c l e a r  bu i ldup  which involved my good f r i e n d  Dave 
Pesonen who i s  kind of a he ro  i n  t h e  Bodega Bay and a l l  t h a t  
s t u f f .  But we kind of rocked along,  I guess  you'd say p a r a l l e l ,  
and we thought we were doing a p r e t t y  good job. 

Then, I remember i t  v i v i d l y ,  I c a n ' t  remember what yea r  i t  
was, b u t  I ' d  been on vaca t ion  on a S i e r r a  pack t r i p ,  and I came 
back and t h e r e  w a s  a head l ine  which s a i d ,  ''Dave Pesonen says  
t h a t  Sec re t a ry  Livermore should be s e n t  t o  j a i l  because of h i s  
approving t h e  Po in t  Arena atomic s i t e . "  That s t a r t l e d  me, b u t  
i t  a l s o  awakened me. What was happening was t h i s  whole ferment 
of energy concern. 

Lage : Of nuc lea r  concern p a r t i c u l a r l y ?  

Livermore: Yes, nuc lea r  concern p a r t i c u l a r l y .  And of course ,  t h i s  w a s  a 
nuc lea r  s i t e ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h a t  seemed p e r f e c t :  i t  w a s  f a r  
away from heavy popula t ion  c e n t e r s ;  t h e r e  was no t a l k  of  a 
se i smic  f a u l t ;  i t  j u s t  seemed f i n e .  U n t i l  th i s - -a t  l e a s t  from 
my p o i n t  of view--bombshell h i t .  Well, t h a t  was perhaps a 
c a t a l y s t  f o r  a l e r t i n g  everyone t h a t  t h e  days of t h e  Power 
P l a n t  S i t i n g  Committee--I t h i n k  i t  was called--were f i n i s h e d ,  
because t h e  pub l i c  wanted a broader  input .  

Lage : I s e e ,  so t h e  Power P l a n t  S i t i n g  Committee had involved t h e  
u t i l i t i e s  and a few government people wi thout  much p u b l i c  
input .  

Livermore: Yes, i t  was then--I guess  I myself have t o  c a l l  i t - -a  cozy 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  u t i l i t i e s ,  bu t  we were us ing  t h e  exper- 
t i s e  of t h e  Resources Agency t o ,  we f e l t ,  g ive  a good dec i s ion  
on s i t e s .  Af t e r  t h a t  t u r n  of events  t h e r e  w a s  a long s t r u g g l e  
both p o l i t i c a l l y  and i n  t he  admin i s t r a t i on  between t h e  Pub l i c  



Livermore : 

Lage: 
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Lage : 
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Livermore : 

U t i l i t i e s  Commission [PUC] and what people were beginning t o  
say about energy and power p l a n t  s i t i n g .  The PUC f e l t  very 
s t rong ly  t h a t  they  should have t h e  say  on t h e  s i t i n g ,  and by 
t h a t  time--we'd have t o  r e sea rch  i t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  f i n d  out  
t h e  chronology--but i t  seems t o  me t h e  c o a s t a l  i n i t i a t i v e  had 
passed then.  So, here  we have t h e  two over lapping  bodies:  t h e  
new Coas t a l  Commission and t h e  o ld  PUC. 

And what about  your Power P l a n t  S i t i n g  Committee? 

Well, t he  Power P l a n t  S i t i n g  Committee was vanish ing  over  t h e  
hor izon  because w e  had t o  admit--with some sadness ,  i f  you 
want t o  u se  t h a t  term--that i t  w a s  obso le t e .  It was n o t  satis- 
f a c t o r y ;  t h e r e  was n o t  enough pub l i c  i npu t .  That l e d  t o  a long 
s t r u g g l e  on t h e  energy l e g i s l a t i o n  which f i n a l l y  resulted--and 
the  governor s igned i t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  q u i t e  l a t e  i n  our  
administrat ion--  

The Alqu i s t  B i l l ?  

The l e g i s l a t i o n  produced a t a x  and has  l e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  
Energy Commission. Governor Reagan s igned t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
and t h i s  was an a t t empt ,  a s  much a s  anyth ing  e l s e ,  t o  s o l v e  
t h e  power p l a n t  s i t i n g  problem. 

Is t h i s  t h e  '74 Alqu i s t  Energy Resources Conservation Act? 

That sounds r igh t ' ,  yes .  

That  must have been i t .  

There w a s  a l o t  of e d i t i n g  on t h i s  and a l o t  of cab ine t  
d i scuss ion .  Th i s  was a nat ionwide problem. I remember 
hea r ing  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ;  I t h i n k  i t  was back i n  Wisconsin o r  
someplace back t h e r e  where t h e  governor appointed a commission 
t o  t r y  and s e t t l e  t h i s  problem, and i t  turned out  t h a t  he  
pe r sona l ly  had t o  t a k e  charge of t h i s .  It developed i n t o ,  f o r  
m s t a n c e ,  ques t ion ing  even t h e  s a l a r i e s  of t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  
o f f i c i a l s ,  and choosing va r ious  s i t e s ,  and very ,  very tough 
problems. Because i t ' s  kind of l i k e  a hog farm, everybody 
wants t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  bu t  nobody wants,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  atomic 
p l a n t s  nex t  t o  them. It d id  f i n a l l y  l e a d  t o  t h a t ,  and how i t  
s t a n d s  now between t h e  t h r e e  I don ' t  r e a l l y  know: t h e  PUC 
and t h e  Coas ta l  and t h e  new Energy Commission. Reagan s igned 
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  bu t  Brown appointed t h e  people.  



Dave Pesonen, P . G. &E. , and t h e  Po in t  Arena Decis ion  

Lage : OK, l e t ' s  go back t o  a few s p e c i f i c  t h ings .  You weren ' t  i n  
o f f i c e  when t h e  Diablo Canyon agreement was made; I t h i n k  t h a t  
w a s  '65. Did you have any r o l e  i n  t h e  cont roversy  t h a t  followed 
t h a t ?  

Livermore: No, none whatsoever except  I n a t u r a l l y ,  a s  a S i e r r a  Club member, 
was s i t t i n g  on t h e  s i d e l i n e s  w i th  u t t e r  f a s c i n a t i o n  about t h e  
even tua l  o u s t e r  of Dave Brower. I remember, of course ,  hea r ing  
about t h e  Nipomo Dunes t rade-of f .  I w a s  j u s t  g e t t i n g  S i e r r a  
Club communications and hea r ing  about t h e  trauma of Dave's o ld  
f r i e n d s  Dick Leonard and Ansel Adams, and Wallace S tegner ,  a s  
I r e c a l l  it, tu rn ing  a g a i n s t  him. Again, I t h i n k  we touched 
on i t  e a r l i e r ;  I remember being puzzled,  p u t  it t h a t  way, about  
Ed Wayburn. H e  w a s  i n  a d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  
he  kind of t r i e d  t o  c a r r y  water  on both  shoulders ,  and I don ' t  
say I wouldn ' t  have done t h e  same t h i n g  i f  I was i n  h i s  
p o s i t i o n .  [ l augh te r ]  But, no, we weren ' t  d i r e c t l y  involved 
i n  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Lage : OK, and then  t h e  cont roversy  over  a power p l a n t  s i t e  a t  Po in t  
Arena. Can you g i v e  me a l i t t l e  more background on t h a t ?  Was 
t h a t  a s i te  t h e  s t a t e  had approved? 

Livermore: Well, Po in t  Arena I ' d  say was t h e  l a s t  gasp of our  n i c e ,  l i t t l e  
committee; t h a t  w a s  t h e  end. It seemed t o  us  l i k e  a good 
d e c i s i o n  and a good s i t e ,  bu t  i t  was a r e s u l t  of t h i s  committee 
d e l i b e r a t i o n .  I went on some of t h e  f i e l d  t r i p s  myself ,  b u t  
b a s i c a l l y  I had people de l ega ted ,  and w e  considered a s i t e  nea r  
Santa  Cruz, then I remember once going down t o  a s i t e  nea r  t h e  
Santa  Barbara coas t .  There were some i n t e r i o r  s i t e s  t h a t  I 
don ' t  remember t h a t  w e l l ,  and then  t h e r e  was Po in t  Arena. That 
was t h e  end, t h e  l a s t  gasp, you might say,  of t h e  Power P l a n t  
S i t i n g  Committee. 

Lage : And wasn ' t  t h e  main problem t h e r e  t h a t  they  d id  d i scove r  a 
s i z a b l e  ear thquake f a u l t ?  

Livermore: I t h i n k  they did.  I n  f a c t ,  I remember t h e r e  was a r e p o r t ,  i t  
seems t o  me, be fo re  we l e f t  o f f i c e ,  on power p l a n t  s i t i n g .  
There a r e  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  on t h e  c o a s t  t h a t  a r e  s e i s m i c a l l y  s a f e ,  
bu t  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  t h a t  many of them. I t h i n k  they ' re ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l  i t ,  way down i n  Santa  Barbara County somewhere. 

Lage : Well, they  thought Diablo was s a f e  u n t i l  they  d iscovered  t h e  
f a u l t .  



Livermore: Yes, you b e t ,  ye s  sir.  

Lage : What about Dave Pesonen? You've r e f e r r e d  t o  him a s  your good 
f r i e n d .  

Livermore: Well, I have a s o r t  of a n o s t a l g i a  toward him, a l i t t l e  b i t  
l i k e  Dave Brower, a l though I haven ' tknownhim n e a r l y  a s  long.  
Dave suggested him t o  me f o r  a meeting he ld  i n  Eureka. One of 
my, I guess  you'd s ay ,  v i v i d  memories involves  Congressman 
Clem Mil le r - - th i s  must have been back i n  about 1959. There was 
a b i g  f u s s  l e d  by smal l  sawmill  o p e r a t o r s  who f e l t  they  were 
being squeezed out .  This  l e d  t o  t h e  se t -as ide ,  as they c a l l  
it--you perhaps know something about  t h i s .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i t  
may s t i l l  be i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  any t imber  o p e r a t o r  w i t h  l e s s  than  
500 employees g e t s  c e r t a i n  p r i o r i t i e s .  So, Congressman Miller 
promoted q u i t e  a major hea r ing  i n  Eureka. There was a Congress- 
man who w a s  a l s o  involved from sou the rn  Oregon. 

Anyway, I was then ,  I guess  you might s ay ,  a r i s i n g  young 
execut ive  i n  t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y ,  o r  words t o  t h a t  a f f e c t ,  s o  
I was asked t o  conduct a pane l  on r e c r e a t i o n .  They f i g u r e d ,  I 
guess  from my pack t r a i n  background, I ' d  be reasonably w e l l  
q u a l i f i e d  t o  do i t .  So I w a s  p leased  w i t h  t h i s  assignment,  o r  
happy t o  ob l ige ,  and I asked Dave Brower i f  he  could come up 
t o  Eureka and be  on my panel .  He s a i d ,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h a t  
he had a c o n f l i c t ,  bu t  he  s t r o n g l y  recommended Dave Pesonen, 
whom I ' d  never  heard of be fo re .  So t h a t ' s  when I f i r s t  met 
Dave, and he  d id  come up, and we h i t  i t  o f f  f i n e .  I s t i l l  have 
my remarks from t h a t  pane l ,  which i f  I do say so ,  I t h i n k  was 
kind of a good panel .  

The o t h e r  major t h i n g  I not iced- - th is  has  always helped 
me t o  l e a n  a l i t t l e  b i t  toward t h e  Fores t  Service--I t h i n k  i t  
w a s  M i l l e r  and t h i s  o t h e r  Congressman who had a l l  t h e  f o r e s t  
supe rv i so r s  from sou the rn  Oregon and n o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  t h e r e .  
There must have been about e i g h t  of them, i n  charge of many 
m i l l i o n s  of a c r e s  of f o r e s t ,  and i n  my opin ion  ve ry  f i n e  p u b l i c  
s e rvan t s .  They l i n e d  them up along one s i d e  of  t h e  room, and 
a l l  day long  a l l  they d i d  i s  g ive  them h e l l .  

Lage : The congressmen gave them h e l l ?  

Livermore: Well, t h e  whole theme of i t  was t o  g i v e  h e l l  t o  t h e  Fo res t  
Serv ice .  I f e l t  i t  w a s  q u i t e  u n f a i r ,  and I s t i l l  do. It 
almost reminded me of t h e  marvelous' movie of t h e  Czar of Russ ia  
w i th  him fami ly ,  and i n  t h i s  remote a r e a  they  were j u s t  l i n e d  
up and s h o t  down. Well, of course ,  t h e r e  were no b u l l e t s .  



Livermore: Anyway, t h a t ' s  when I met Dave, and I l i k e d  him, and our  
pa ths  d i v e r t e d  completely u n t i l  I read i n  t h e  newspaper t h a t  
he s a i d  t h a t  I ought t o  g e t  s e n t  t o  j a i l  on Po in t  Arena. 

Lage : What had been your r o l e ?  Because you'd approved i t ,  w a s  t h a t  
i t ?  Did you a l s o  defend i t  a f t e r  t h e  f a u l t  w a s  d i scovered?  

Livermore: Yes, I s t i l l  defended i t ,  bu t  i n  t h e  newspapers--this whole 
theme had b u i l t  up and so ,  be ing  s u c c i n c t ,  Pesonen won, you 
might say.  He sho t  me down; t h e r e  was noth ing  pe r sona l  about 
i t .  La te r ,  I t h i n k  based p a r t l y  on our mutual S i e r r a  Club 
f r i e n d s  and on t h i s  f r i e n d l y  exper ience  i n  Eureka, he  came 
i n t o  my o f f i c e ,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h r e e  o r  fou r  weeks a f t e r  t h e  
b l a s t ,  and he s a i d ,  "Nothing pe r sona l ,  Ike,"  kind of t h ing ,  
and we s o r t  of shook hands. More r e c e n t l y ,  of course ,  I run 
a c r o s s  him a s  Governor Brown's appoin tee  t o  head t h e  Department 
of Fo res t ry ,  which i s  a g r e a t  job. So, I l i k e  Dave; I don ' t  
t h ink  we agree  on every th ing ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of people 
I don ' t  ag ree  wi th  t h a t  I s t i l l  l i k e .  

Lage: What about  working wi th  PG&E? Did they  seem very  environ- 
mental ly  s e n s i t i v e ?  

Livermore: Well, they t r i e d  hard .  They were obviously good l o b b y i s t s .  
I can remember some fancy d inne r s  they pu t  on. I remember a 
f e l low named Rick Todd, who was very  personable--I t h i n k  h e ' s  
r e t i r e d  now. They, a s  now, a r e  caught i n  t h i s  awful dilemma 
of being a  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  w i t h  people demanding e l e c t r i c i t y ;  
t h e y ' r e  cons t an t ly  carped a t  f o r  many reasons.  Of course ,  
t h e y ' r e  hanging on by t h e i r  t e e t h  now, I guess,  w i th  t h i s  
i n c r e d i b l e  engineer ing  blunder  on Diablo Canyon--just having 
g o t t e n  t o  t h e  las t  mi le  toward p a r t i a l  approval  and then  they 
r an  i n t o  t h i s  th ing .  I ' l l  have t o  admit a c e r t a i n  b i a s :  my 
grandfa the r  cons t ruc t ed  t h e  f i r s t  u n i t  of t h e  P a c i f i c  Gas and 
E l e c t r i c  system a t  Folsom. My f a t h e r  was the  d i r e c t o r  f o r  
very many y e a r s ,  s o  I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  bad guys. 

I remember an i n c i d e n t  w i t h  my f a t h e r .  There was a  very 
pe r sona l  and pe r suas ive  p r o f e s s o r  a t  S tanford  Graduate Business 
School,  a  f e l l ow named Ted Kreps. He j u s t  r e c e n t l y  d i ed ,  and 
h e  w a s  very thought provoking. One of h i s  barbs  had t o  do 
w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s .  I don ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what i t  
w a s ,  bu t  a l l  I do remember-is b r ing ing  t h i s  thought home t o  my 
f a t h e r ,  and he  r e a l l y  w a s  very  d i s tu rbed  by i t - - t ha t  a son of - 
h i s  would f i n d  something wrong w i t h  a  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y .  I t h i n k  
i t  probably had t o  do wi th  p u b l i c  ownership. I know t h e  C i ty  
of Pa lo  Al to  has  a  p u b l i c l y  owned d i s t r i b u t i o n  system, and i n  
my f a t h e r ' s  day t h i s  was a g r e a t  deba te .  Now, I understand,  



Livermore: i t ' s  p r e t t y  w e l l  simmered down, t h e  main reason  being t h e  huge 
amount of c a p i t a l  r equ i r ed  and t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  p u b l i c  nor  t h e  
p r i v a t e  a r e  b u t t i n g  each o t h e r  s o  much. They're  l i v i n g  s i d e  
by s ide .  

Lage : It d id  come up i n  t h e  s i x t i e s  i n  Berkeley. 

Livermore: Yes, I guess  i t  d id .  Is Berkeley on t h e  public--? 

Lage : No, t h a t ' s  p a r t  of PG&E, b u t  t h e r e  was a  p r o p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
b a l l o t  t o  buy o u t  PG&E and d i s t r i b u t e  i t  through t h e  c i t y ,  
bu t  it d i d n ' t  win. 

Livermore: Well,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of t a l k  then;  one of h i s  themes I 
remember--and I only  listened--was t h a t  t h e  buy-outs were always 
t h e  easy ,  t h e  cream, t h e  good customers. I know i n  t h e  c a s e  of 
Pa lo  Al to ,  I remember going t o  a  meeting where they were 
boas t ing  t h a t  people i n  Pa lo  Al to  have very low taxes .  Well,  
t h e  answer according t o  t he  u t i l i t y  people and my f a t h e r  w a s ,  
"Well, yes ,  they t ake  i t  out  of t h e  h i d e  of t h e  u t i l i t y  company, 
o r  they  g e t  subs id ized  one way o r  another ."  

Power P l a n t  S i t i n g  L e g i s l a t i o n  

Lage : Another t h i n g  I r an  a c r o s s  w a s  t h e  Power P l a n t  S i t i n g  Act i n  
1970, which gave your agency t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e sea rch  
power p l a n t  s i t e s  and make up a twenty yea r  p lan .  Do you 
r e c a l l  t h a t  twenty y e a r  p lan?  

Livermore: Yes, I do remember t h a t .  

Lage: One t h i n g  t h a t  s t r u c k  me was t h a t  i n  your l e t t e r  of t r a n s m i t t a l ,  
o r  i n t roduc to ry  remarks t o  t h a t  p l an ,  you brought up t h e  ques- 
t i o n  of popula t ion  p r o j e c t i o n s  and demand p r o j e c t i o n s .  You had 
quest ioned t h i s  e s t ima te ,  t h e  need t o  p r o j e c t .  

Livermore: Well, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h a t  r e p o r t  w a s  perhaps post-Point  Arena 
and pre-energy committee. They were commissioned t o  choose 
s i t e s  and, among o t h e r  things--I t h i n k  i t  was t h a t  report--  
t h e r e  was q u i t e  a h e f t y  deba te  on e l e c t r i c i t y  consumption 
p r o j e c t i o n s .  There w a s  a  fellow--I t h i n k  h i s  name w a s  P roc to r  
o r  Rector--who was s o r t  of t h e  r e b e l  member of t h e  committee. 
By t h a t  I mean he  had t h e  t emer i ty  t o  p r o j e c t ,  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  
something l i k e ,  a  4 pe rcen t  i n c r e a s e .  Whereas t h e  u t i l i t y  



Livermore: people s t o u t l y  maintained t h a t  i t  was 6 percent - - tha t ' s  j u s t  
of f  t h e  top of my head. Now I no t i ced  wi th  extreme i n t e r e s t  
r e c e n t l y ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  down t o  about 2 percent .  So, i n  o t h e r  
words, he was r i g h t .  

Livermore: There was q u i t e  a vehement disagreement on t h e  use  p ro jec t ions .  
It was important  t o  t h e  u t i l i t i e s  because they s a i d  i f  t h e  
r a t e  was 6 percent ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  then  you needed so  many 
p l a n t s  i n  s o  many y e a r s  and then t h a t ' s  where t h e  s i t i n g  
problem came up. The report--which c e r t a i n l y  e x i s t s  somewhere-- 
d i d  do a good job of po in t ing  o u t  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  which were 
unacceptable i n  terms of geologic f a u l t s .  

Lage : I guess t h e  Alqu i s t  b i l l  pu t  i n t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  reduct ion  
of demand was one of t h e  r u l e s .  

Livermore: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  I remember another  amusing i n c i d e n t .  It was 
along about t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  Lieutenant  Governor Reinecke, who 
of course was p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e ,  was appointed c h a i r  of q u i t e  
a high blown meeting t o  d i s c u s s  energy problems. I remember 
i t  was he ld  i n  the, Sacramento a i r p o r t .  We got  up f o r  him a 
kind of--what would you c a l l  i t ? - -a  magna c a r t a ,  s o r t  of a s e t  
of p r i n c i p l e s  t o  be  d iscussed  by va r ious  people. This  was 
e i t h e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  about t h e  time of t h i s  r e p o r t .  And I 
remember t h e r e  were a l o t  of u t i l i t y  types  t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  was 
a D r .  [Edward] T e l l e r  I th ink  h i s  name was; he was very s t r o n g l y  
i n  favor  of atomic energy. 

The amusing t h i n g  t h a t  I remember i n s i s t i n g  on p u t t i n g  i n  
was "muscle power. " For e i g h t  y e a r s ,  except f o r  weekends on 
t h e  ranch,  w e  l i v e d  i n  an apartment only two blocks from my 
o f f i c e .  Much t o  my w i f e ' s  d i s t r e s s ,  I used t o  work p r a c t i c a l l y  
every n ight ,  a l though I ' d  o f t e n  go home f o r  lunch. I ' d  o f t e n  
pass  these  guys work ingon  t h e  hedges, and i n s t e a d  of c l i p p i n g  
them by hand, they 'd have about t h r e e  people wi th  motors. I 
r e a l i z e d  probably t h e  percentage of energy requi red  i n  a lawn 
mower, s a y ,  is p idd l ing ,  but  s t i l l  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  seemed 
important t o  me, s o  I i n s i s t e d  on p u t t i n g  i n  a paragraph on 
'I muscle power." The genera l  theme being,  "Why c a n ' t  we save 
a l i t t l e  energy by a l i t t l e  u se  of muscles?'' I remember a l o t  
of people laughed a t  t h a t .  

A s  I r e c a l l  it--I d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  t h e  whole meeting--when I 
asked how t h i s  was t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  d i scuss ion ,  why i t  was j u s t  
scof fed  a t .  This  k ind  of bothered me a l i t t l e  b i t .  [ l augh te r ]  

Lage : Well, I t h i n k  i t ' s  very p e r t i n e n t .  



Livermore: It is. - 
Lage : Because people  t a l k  about l i f e s t y l e  changes now as a s o l u t i o n  

t o  t h e  energy c r i s i s .  

Livermore: Y e s ,  t h e y ' r e  beginning t o  u se  ho r ses  now i n  logging more. 
Which is good; they eat hay and not  gaso l ine .  

Lage : T h a t ' s  r i g h t ;  t h a t ' s  probably what ' s  r equ i r ed .  Do you r e c a l l ,  
on t h e  Alqu i s t  b i l l  t h a t  t h e  governor vetoed i t  and then  a yea r  
o r  two later signed i t ?  Were you involved a t  a l l  i n  t h e  d e l i b e r -  
a t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

Livermore: I don ' t  remember t h e  ve to ,  but I know t h a t  h e  had a l o t  of 
t r o u b l e  w i th  t h e  b i l l  par t ly-but  no t  ent i rely--because i t  had 
a t a x a t i o n  f e a t u r e  which h e  d i d n ' t  l i k e .  I remember i t  had a 
couple of y e a r s  e v o l u t i o n ,  so  I ' m  n o t  s u r p r i s e d  a t  what you 
say-but I d o n ' t  remember urg ing  a ve to .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
g ive  and t a k e  o t h e r  than  t h e  t a x  f e a t u r e .  

I myself have doubts  about t h e s e  h igh-sa la r ied  commissions. 
I t h i n k  they  have, what,  f i v e  people now wi th  ju i cy  s a l a r i e s ,  
and i t  could a s  w e l l  by done by a department,  which i s  more 
t y p i c a l .  Tha t ' s  a l i t t l e  o f f  t h e  s u b j e c t ;  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t ,  i n  d e t a i l  t h a t  is. 

Lage : One o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  r e l a t e d  t o  energy t h a t  I r a n  a c r o s s  
was t h a t  i n  '73  Reagan made a s ta tement-- this  was i n  t h e  mids t  
of t h e  energy c r i s i s ,  of course--that brownouts i n  C a l i f o r n i a  
were poss ib l e .  H e  s o r t  of blamed i t  on environmental p r o t e s t s .  
Two days l a t e r  you made t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  
chance of brownouts. You p u t  t h e  blame f o r  t h e  problem on 
ear thquake hazards ,  r a t h e r  than  environmental problems--earth- 
quake hazards  s topping  t h e  nuc lea r  p l a n t s .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
at  a l l ?  It looks  l i k e  a real case  of your d i r e c t l y  contra-  
d i c t i n g  him. 

Livermore: I t ' s  funny, I don ' t  r e c a l l .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h ink ,  was i t  a 
speech of t h e  governor I s ?  

Lage : I t h i n k  i t  was j u s t  a s ta tement .  It must have been a newspaper 
a r t i c l e  o r  perhaps a speech. 

Livermore: No, I don ' t  remember t h e  ear thquake s ta tement ,  I r e a l l y  don ' t .  



Nuclear Energy: A Tough Quest ion 

Lage : What about nuc lea r  energy a s  a whole? Are you a s  wholeheartedly 
i n  favor  of i t  a s  P re s iden t  Reagan seems t o  be? 

Livermore: No, I ' m  no t ,  and t h a t ' s  a very troublesome th ing .  I remember 
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  was h e r e  a few y e a r s  ago under t h e  Brown 
admin i s t r a t i on ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  which Brown passed. It was h e l p f u l  
t o  my w i f e  and me because w e  then  voted a g a i n s t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  
a s  I r e c a l l  i t ;  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  was t o  ban a l l  nuc l ea r  energy. 
The l e g i s l a t i o n  seemed more l o g i c a l  and moderate than  t h e  
i n i t i a t i v e .  

Lage : The i n i t i a t i v e  was t o  ban even e x i s t i n g  ones,  I th ink .  

Livermore: Yes. I remember c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t u r n  you o f f .  We went t o  a 
deba te  r i g h t  he re  i n  Marin County on t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  and t h e  
a n t i n u c l e a r  person was s o  s t r i d e n t ,  so  v i o l e n t .  H e  was t a l k i n g  
about m i l l i o n s  of dea ths  and cancer  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  blood 
c e l l s  of c h i l d r e n  and a l l  t h i s  s t u f f .  He used such extreme 
language t h a t  i t  turned  me t o  a degree  a g a i n s t  i t .  

Lage : Against t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ?  

.vermore: Against t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ;  i t  turned  me, you might s ay ,  pronuclear  
because of h i s  ex t remi ty .  This  i s  a tough one; I read wi th  
g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  Brower's i n t e rv i ew when he evolved from pro- 
nuc lear  t o  a n t i n u c l e a r .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  he  s a i d  h i s  f i r s t  
concern was t h e  waste  d i s p o s a l  which we s t i l l  hea r  o f ,  bu t  then  
l a t e r  h i s  concern was t h e  meltdown, which t h e  Three Mile  I s l a n d  
came p r e t t y  c l o s e  to .  

I r a n  i n t o  t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  when I was on t h e  Nat iona l  
Audubon Socie ty  board because t h e r e  was a very  personable and 
persuas ive  member of t h e  Audubon board of d i r e c t o r s .  When t h i s  
sub jec t  came up, he s a i d ,  "No way can we be completely a g a i n s t  
nuc lea r  because," I t h i n k  he s a i d ,  " i t 's  35 percent  of a l l  t h e  
power i n  t h e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s .  So t h i s  i s  a r e a l  p r a c t i c a l  
problem." So, I ' d  say  my s e a t  of t h e  p a n t s  f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t ,  
l e t ' s  not  knock ou t  t hose  p l a n t s  t h a t  a r e ,  say ,  two-thirds 
complete, bu t  l e t ' s  be very. c a r e f u l  about t h e  f u t u r e .  Now, 
t h i s  i s  more o r  l e s s  t h e  t h e s i s  expounded by t h e  Lufkin 
Committee t h a t  I was appointed t o  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  r i g h t  a f t e r  
l a s t  f a l l ' s  e l e c t i o n .  

I t ' s  a l s o  a g loba l  problem, a huge problem. For i n s t ance ,  
i n  France, which i s  c e r t a i n l y  a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  count ry ,  t h e  
government c o n t r o l s  a l l  t h e  nuc lea r  power, and i t  seems t o  be 



Livermore: working f i n e ;  the re  a r e  no problems. So t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of 
emotion i n  t h i s ,  and a l o t  of problems on both s ides .  But I ' d  
say b a s i c a l l y  my pos i t ion  i s  a kind of middle one. I th ink,  
f o r  ins tance ,  Diablo Canyon should be completed. 

Lage : Do t h e  var ious  d i f f i c u l t i e s  the re  d i s t r e s s  you? 

Livermore: It d i s t r e s s e s  me a l o t .  I don' t  know about the  earthquake 
f a u l t ,  but  I th ink  t h i s  l a s t  thing i s  very d i s t r e s s i n g  t o  
anybody. How these  engineers a f t e r  a l l  these  years  of e f f o r t  
could have a mirror  r e v e r s a l ,  I guess, of some of t h e i r  plans-- 
I ' m  j u s t  saying what I read i n  the  newspaper--is d i s t r e s s i n g .  
I th ink too, t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they requ i re  insurance i s  a 
r e a l  puzzler .  On t h e  o the r  hand-- 

Lage : You mean the  government supported insurance? 

Livermore: Y e s .  The publ ic  u t i l i t i e s ,  of course, a r e  semiprivate. So i f  
i t ' s  a s  s a f e  a s  they say,  how come they need t h i s  government 
insurance subsidy? It seems t o  m e  I r e c a l l  Nelson Rockefeller 
saying t h a t  you c a n ' t ,  f o r  ins tance ,  insure  t h e  Golden Gate 
Bridge aga ins t  earthquake. Someday presumably t h a t  bridge i s  
going t o  f a l l  down--I th ink  about it every now and then. O r  
when a r e  they going t o  bui ld  a new bridge,  o r  when w i l l  i t  be 
worn ou t?  Well, you c a n ' t  insure  aga ins t  t h a t .  

So, I j u s t  don' t  know. I th ink Brown's l e g i s l a t i o n  was 
b a s i c a l l y  good. The waste problem, i t  seems t o  m e ,  i s  inexcus- 
able. They've been t a l k i n g  about i t  ever s ince  t h e  war, and 
they s t i l l  haven' t  solved i t .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  meltdown, I haven't  
followed the  physics of it. I guess l i k e  most laymen I ' m  not 
an engineer o r  a mathematician; I don't  understand a l l  t h e  
physics. I don' t  understand exact ly  why i t ' l l  cos t  th ree  
b i l l i o n  do l l a r s - - i t  seems t o  m e  I ' v e  heard--to b a i l  out  Three 
M i l e  I s land.  I would love  i t  i f  w e  could r e v e r t  t o  l e s s  use  
of e l e c t r i c i t y .  I th ink  t h e  whole energy th ing i s  a huge, 
enormous problem, t i e d  i n  somewhat--I th ink you touched on it-- 
wi th  t h e  population problem. I f  population doesn ' t  keep 
expanding, we would need less energy. 



V I I  CURRENT AND FUTURE ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

Popula t ion  Growth and Environmental Problems 

Lage : L e t ' s  t u r n  t o  t h e  popula t ion  problem. Do you s e e  popula t ion  
growth a s  a  key t o  our environmental problems? 

Livermore: I t h i n k  i t ' s  - t h e  number one problem; I d o n ' t  s e e  how you can 
argue  anyth ing  e l s e .  A s  long a s  t h e  popula t ion  keeps growing, 
t h e r e ' s  more p re s su re  on resources .  The environments,  of 
course ,  a r e  very d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  resources .  I was i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  Fox book; i t  quoted t h e  debate  which I hadn ' t  heard about  
between [Paul ]  E r l i c h  and [Barry]  Commoner--Erlich being con- 
cerned w i t h  popula t ion  and Commoner apparent ly  d i sag ree ing  w i t h  
him, Commoner t h ink ing  t h e  main problem was p o l l u t i o n .  But no, 
I t h i n k  popula t ion  i s  t h e  number one problem i n  t h e  world. I 
was f a s c i n a t e d ;  I have a  f i l e  on i t ,  and I no t i ced  j u s t  a  few 
weeks ago a  c l i p  from somewhere about  what t h e y ' r e  do ing .about  
it i n  China. They p e n a l i z e  mothers, a s  I r e c a l l ,  who have 
more than  two ch i ld ren .  Th i s  i s  a r e a l  tough one. God, i t  
g r a t e s  on you t o  t h i n k  of something l i k e  t h a t ,  and y e t  I t h i n k  
i t  's enormously important .  

Lage : That would be  t h e  u l t i m a t e  i n  governmelt c o n t r o l  f o r  su re .  

Livermore: I know i t  is ,  b u t  i t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g .  You may have heard t h i s  
phrase ,  and t h i s  i s  a  touchy s u b j e c t  a s  w e  a l l  know, bu t  t h i s  
has  t o  do w i t h  abor t ion .  The Washington Pos t  s a i d  something 
t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  "The p r e s i d e n t  wants t o  g e t  government o f f  
our backs,  b u t  h e ' s  p u t t i n g  them i n  t h e  bedroom." So, you 
know, t h a t ' s  kind of an a p t  phrase.  

I t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  t h e  vo te  i n  I t a l y ,  and I don ' t  know what ' s  
going t o  happen t o  t h i s ,  b u t  I guess Helms and a  l o t  of t h e s e  
people a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment a g a i n s t  



Livermore: abo r t ion .  I read somewhere s o r t  of a  waggish .s ta tement :  
i f  it should pass--and I c e r t a i n l y  hope i t  does not--then 
you ' r e  going t o  have people demanding pensions n ine  months 
e a r l i e r  t han  t h e i r  b i r t h .  Because i f  you became a  human be ing  
a t  t h e  p o i n t  of concept ion,  then  y o u ' r e  r e t i r emen t  age is  n i n e  
months earlier. So then  you g e t  t h e  r i d i c u l o u s  argument, 
' W e l l ,  what time of day was i t ? "  and so  f o r t h .  So, t h a t  i s  
perhaps a  too  j o c u l a r  way t o  look a t  i t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a  
real gut  i s s u e ,  and I t h i n k  popula t ion  i s  enormously important .  

Lage: You mentioned Governor Reagan has  changed i n  h i s  a t t i t u d e  
toward t h e  a b o r t i o n  i s s u e .  

Livermore: Oh, yes .  

Lage : Did t h a t  come up whi le  h e  w a s  governor? 

Livermore: Well, I was s t a r t l e d  a t  h i s  evolv ing ,  apparent ly  very  m i l i t a n t l y ,  
a g a i n s t  abo r t ion  because it wasn ' t  i n  my a r e a ,  bu t  i t  w a s  d i s -  
cussed i n  t h e  cab ine t .  H e  s igned ,  apparent ly  w i l l i n g l y ,  a  
r a t h e r  permiss ive  a b o r t i o n  law. The only exp lana t ion  I can 
have f o r  h i s  change i s  t h a t  I remember vaguely h i s  mentioning-- 
bu t  n o t  pas s ing  around--photographs of t h e s e ,  whatever you c a l l  
them, second t r i m e s t e r  f e t u s e s  t h a t  a r e  deformed. That i s ,  of 
course,  a  p r e t t y  h o r r i b l e ,  very unpleasant  th ing .  This  i s n ' t  
a  t h i n g  you t a l k  about i n  d e t a i l  every day,  but  I remember 
t a l k i n g  t o  our  own family doc to r  about  it  casua l ly .  H e  s a i d  
he agrees .  I n  h i s  op in ion  a b o r t i o n  i s  necessary and should be 
permi t ted ,  bu t  he s a i d ,  "I 'll say t h i s  much: among my doctor  
f r i e n d s  who perform l e g a l  a b o r t i o n s ,  they h a t e  i t .  J u s t  h a t e  
it." They h a t e  doing i t .  H e  doesn ' t  know any doctor  who 
doesn ' t  c r i n g e  a t  i t ,  and i t  i s  a  t e r r i b l y  tough i s s u e .  

Lage: Now what were you saying  about pas s ing  t h e  p i c t u r e s ?  

Livermore: Well, t h e  governor had mentioned see ing  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  
someone had given him i n  t h e  m a i l .  Obviously, some of h i s  more 
s t r i d e n t  an t i - abo r t ion  people gave them t o  hi?, and i t  got  t o  
him. I don ' t  know, I c a n ' t  of course  speak f o r  him, bu t  I can 
only assume t h a t  t h i s  type  of argument gradual ly  changed h i s  
mind. 

I t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g  though; I have a  whole f i l e  on abor t ion ,  
you know, j u s t  occas iona l  clips--but one of  t h e  most i n t r i g u i n g  
is  quot ing  Ed Meese's wife ,  Ursu la ,  whom I remember very  we l l .  
I was q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h i s ;  i n  a  quote  f o r  t h e  Washington 
Pos t  she  s a i d ,  "That i s  t h e  one t h i n g  t h a t  Ed Meese d i s a g r e e s  
wi th  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  on." H e ' l l  never  say i t  p u b l i c l y ,  b u t  h i s  
w i f e  s a i d  i t  pub l i c ly .  The reason  was, i n  h e r  ca se ,  n o t  s o  



Livermore: much the arithmetic of expanding population as the unwanted 
child. Apparently the Meeses had seen the absent husband and 
welfare wife having child after child after child. That's, 
of course, part of the pattern. 

Economic Health and Environmental Protection: 
A Conflict? 

Lage : Let's have a few general questions, sort of a wrap up of the 
discussion. One thing that's continually mentioned now is 
the idea that economic health and environmental protection are 
in conflict. That's something that the environmental organiza- 
tions try very hard to put to rest. They say that it's not a 
necessary conflict; that they could coexist, or environmental 
protection can even strengthen the economy. What do you feel 
about that? 

Livermore: Well, I think that's extremely hard to measure. I was asked 
that question after giving a talk, I remember, back in Washing- 
ton on the very subject by a very ardent young EPA person. He 
said, "I keep hearing about these benefit-cost ratios. What's 
your opinion on that?" I said, as I recall it, that the 
environmental type things can't be measured. How can you 
measure tranquility? How do you measure wilderness? How do 
you measure clean air or clean water? That's a cross that the 
environmentalists have to bear. 

Now as far as the dollar and cents conflict, I don't think 
there's a particle of doubt that the environemtnal regs have 
added greatly to costs. They've added to the timberman's 
costs; they've added to the paper industries costs, the steel 
mills, but I can't help but think it's worth it. You hear the 
story, for instance, of London which was a filthy city, but 
now, as I understand it, there are fish in the Thames, and 
the ducks fly up the river. This is terribly exciting; thd 
same thing is true at Lake Erie. So, as far as conflict goes, 
the public seems willing to pay for it, and I think industry 
needs to make restitution. 

I think one of the huge, tough costs--this happened while 
I was in Washington--was this superfund for hazardous wastes. 
Of course, what's happened there, as I understand it, is that 
until the environmental regulations started getting stiffer, 
why these terrible wastes were sort of dumped willy-nilly all 
over the country, in just almost anyone's backyard. When they 



Livermore: s t a r t e d  concen t r a t ing  them, then  t h a t  makes them more n o t i c e a b l e  
and more po ten t  and more dangerous. So aga in ,  t h e  cleanup of 
t h e s e  t h i n g s  has  an  enormous c o s t ,  and where t h e  happy medium 
is ,  God only knows. 

I t h i n k  Russe l l  T r a i n  and t h e  CEQ and o t h e r s ,  maybe t h e  
EPA, conducted s t u d i e s  say ing  t h a t  t h e  environmental r e g u l a t i o n  
c o s t s  a r e  n o t  t h a t  g r e a t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  increased  p roduc t iv i ty .  
I have some c l i p p i n g s ;  I know when I was back i n  Washington 
t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  companies-I c a n ' t  t h i n k  a t  t h e  moment of 
an i l l u s t r a t i on - -where  a c t u a l l y  t h e  r e v e r s e  of what you say is  
t r u e .  They w e r e  be ing  forced  t o  do thus  and s o  i n  t h e  way of 
cleanup and they  a c t u a l l y  added t o  t h e i r  p r o f i t .  So, I t h i n k  
you have t o  t a k e  them c a s e  by case .  

Lage : I f  t h e r e ' s  proper  d i s p o s a l  a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  you don ' t  
have t h e  enormous cleanup c o s t s  l a t e r .  

Livermore: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  when you say  proper  d i s p o s a l  i t  may be 
c o s t l y .  I t ' s  l i k e  i n  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s ;  t h e r e ' s  a b s o l u t e l y  no 
ques t ion  t h a t  t h e  cheapest  way t o  l o g  i s  t o  j u s t  c u t  a  t r e e ,  
l eave  t h e  junk and d r a g  t h e  l o g  ou t .  Now you c a n ' t  do t h a t ,  
so  t h e r e ' s  no ques t ion  t h e  c o s t s  a r e  g r e a t e r ,  bu t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  
t o  s o c i e t y ,  I t h i n k ,  a r e  obvious. 

An Evalua t ion  of Environmental Organiza t ions  

Lage : I n  t h e  a r t i c l e  I showed you from t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  J o u r n a l ,  t h e  
v a r i o u s  areas--pol lut ion c o n t r o l ,  was te  d i s p o s a l  and all--were 
graded according t o  t h e  p rog res s  t h e  s t a t e  had made. How would 
you grade t h e  environmental o rgan iza t ions  du r ing  your t enu re  
i n  o f f i c e ,  f o r  t h e  job they  d id  i n  pushing f o r  environmental .  
p r o t e c t i o n s ?  

Livermore: You mean l i k e  t h e  PCL, t 5 e  S i e r r a  Club, t h e  Audubon and s o  on? 

Lage : Right .  

Livermore: W e l l ,  t h e  S i e r r a  Club is by f a r  t h e  most a c t i v e  f o r  t h e  s imple 
reason t h a t  John Ziero ld  was t h e r e  f u l l  t ime;  h e  was very 
e f f e c t i v e ,  I t h i n k ,  very  e f f i c i e n t  and eve r  p re sen t .  Second, 
perhaps,  was t h e  Planning and Conservation League; they  were 
a l s o  very  good. Audubon l e s s  so,  and i n  a  narrower f i e l d ,  i n  
f a i r n e s s  t o  them. Those a r e  perhaps t h e  t h r e e  major ones.  
A s  f a r  a s  minor ones--by t h a t  I mean mostly geographica l ly  



Livermore: minor--of course ,  t h e r e  was t h e  BCDC group and t h e  Coas ta l  
A l l i ance  and t h e  League t o  Save Lake Tahoe. The C a l i f o r n i a  
Trout ,  t h e  va r ious  a n t i b i l l b o a r d  people t h a t  I ' m  very sympath- 
e t i c  t o ,  and a  whole s t r i n g  of o t h e r s  t h a t  a r e  r a t h e r  bunched 
i n  my memory. 

Lage : Do you t h i n k  t h a t  a s  a  group they d id  an e f f e c t i v e  job i n  
b r ing ing  p u b l i c  op in ion  t o  bear  on t h e s e  i s s u e s ?  

Livermore: I t h i n k  so ;  I don ' t  remember any c o a l i t i o n  type  t h i n g  a s  you 
hea r  so  o f t e n  now. Yes, I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  g r e a t  f o r  l e t t e r  
w r i t i n g  and a t t e n d i n g  hea r ings .  

Lage : Would t h i s  type of p r e s s u r e  be a  key f a c t o r  i n  some of t h e  
d e c i s i o n s ?  

Livermore: Yes, I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a  p a r t i c l e  of doubt.  I th ink  on 
Dos Rios,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  I got  about twenty-five hundred l e t t e r s ,  
a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  I f  t h e  p re s su re  i s  t h a t  g r e a t ,  of course,  you 
c a n ' t  read a l l  t h e  l e t t e r s ;  about a l l  you can say is ,  p l u s  o r  
minus. I t h i n k  an enormous advantage they have i s  t h e  p re s s .  
By and l a r g e  t h e  p r e s s  s t i l l  is environmental,  and people  from 
t h e  governor on down a r e  inf luenced  by t h e  p re s s .  I th ink  t h e  
press--happily from my p o i n t  of view--is q u i t e  environmental.  

S o c i a l  I s s u e s  and t h e  Environmental Movement 

Lage : I n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i s t  we looked a t  i n  planning t h e s e  interviews-- 
t h e  l i s t  from your t a l k  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club Foundation--you 
mentioned e l i t i s m ,  m i n o r i t i e s ,  urban ve r sus  r u r a l ,  and t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of weal th.  I wondered how t h e  environmental move- 
ment r e l a t e s  t o  t h e s e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  ques t ions?  

Livermore: I t h i n k  i t  r e l a t e s  very much t o  e l i t i s m .  I remember t a n g l i n g  
w i t h  my good f r i e n d  Alf [Alf red]  H e l l e r ,  I guess a t  some 
meeting. I d idn ' t  mean t o  u s e . i t  i n  a  derogatory way, bu t  I 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  environmental  movement i s  b a s i c a l l y  e l i t i s t ,  
and I t h i n k  i t  is.  Tha t ' s  mentioned i n  t h e  Fox book; t h e r e  
was an  a r t i c l e  t h a t  amused me i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club B u l l e t i n .  It 
may have been s s v e r a l  y e a r s  ago, qu izz ing  i t ' s  own membership. 
It w a s  say ing ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  we're not  e l i t i s t ,  bu t  t h a t  
s ta tement  i n  my opinion was almost a  joke. I t h i n k  Fox quo te s  
t h e  same one; i t ' s  something l i k e  85 percent  a r e  c o l l e g e  
graduates  and 20 percent  a r e  Ph.D.'s and s o  f o r t h .  And I s e e  
nothing wrong w i t h  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  it 's-- 



Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore: 

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage : 

Livermore : 

Lage: 

Livermore : 

Well,  i t ' s  t h e  kind of people t h a t  j o i n  voluntary  organiza t ions .  

Y e s ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  f i n e ,  bu t  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  sometimes 
bo the r s  m e  i s  i f  they pre tend  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  - no t  e l i t i s t ,  then  
I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  honest .  So t h a t ' s  what I t h i n k  t h e  
connect ion is.  Af te r  a l l ,  e l i t i s m  i n  i t s  good sense--and 
t h a t ' s  what I l i k e  t o  t h i n k  of i t  as--is a  l eade r sh ip  type 
th ing .  

Does t h e  environmental movement show s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  
problems of those  who a r e n ' t  members of t h e  o rgan iza t ion?  

No, I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  does. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  whole environmental 
movement would be a  l o t  s t ronge r  i f  i t  was more concerned wi th  
urban problems. I know they ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  do t h a t ;  I s e n t  a  
modest c o n t r i b u t i o n  a  yea r  ago, I t h i n k ,  t o  Mike McCloskey t o  
he lp  send some S i e r r a  Club people back t o  D e t r o i t  o r  someplace; 
t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t oge the r .  I know C a l i f o r n i a  Tomorrow 
t r i e d  t o  do t h a t ;  t h e r e ' s  been a  l o t  of e f f o r t  on t h i s .  I 
th ink  t h e  Trus t  f o r  Pub l i c  Land c u r r e n t l y  i s  doing t h e  g r e a t e s t  
job on t h a t  on t h e s e  urban gardens-type th ing ,  b u t  t hey ' r e  
p r e t t y  f a r  a p a r t .  

Have you heard of t h e  i n n e r  c i t y  ou t ings  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
runs ? 

No; i n n e r  c i t y  ou t ings?  No. 

I t ' s  been ongoing f o r  a  number of y e a r s ,  and i t ' s  more of a  
l o c a l  chapter  a c t i v i t y ,  but  i t ' s  s e v e r a l  chap te r s  throughout 
t h e  country.  

How does i t  work? You mean they t ake  i n n e r  c i t y  people t o  t h e  
High S i e r r a ?  

Right .  They t r y  t o  ge t  them going on t h e i r  own too ,  so t h a t  
they can he lp .  Kids can ge t  t oge the r  and he lp  f inance  i t ,  
ge: very  involved wi th  i t .  

I see ,  yes ,  I guess I have heard a  l i t t l e  b i t  about t h a t .  I 
had an amusing experience on t h a t  because one of my f a v o r i t e  
a c t i v i t i e s - - i f  you want t o  c a l l  i t  that--involves t h e  Thacher 
School wi lderness  camp. I r a i s e d  t h e  money f o r  them and got  
t h e  permit  back of Lone Pine. It 's a  fabulous place.  The 
headmaster,  t h i s  was twelve y e a r s  ago now, was very s o c i a l -  
conscious--almost on t h e  bo rde r l ine  of being excess ive ly  so.  
By t h a t  I mean h e  was so  concerned wi th  t h e  Watts r i o t s  i n  
Los Angeles and a l l  t h z  bus iness .  H e  conceived t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
t h i s  camp should l a r g e l y  be  o r i en ted  toward t h e  urban--the 
ghe t to  k i d s ,  l e t ' s  c a l l  i t  t h a t .  



Livermore: The f i r s t  summer--I always remember t h i s ;  I wasn ' t  t h e r e  
pe r sona l ly  but  I heard about i t--he contac ted  someone i n  t h e  
Watts a r e a  through a s o r t  of a  boo t s t r ap  program. H e  got  about 
twenty of t h e s e  ado lescen t ,  teenage,  high school  k i d s  up t o  
t h i s  fabulous camp. One n i g h t  was enough f o r  them; they a l l  
shoved o f f  t h e  next  day. They expected t o  s e e  g i r l s ,  o r  I 
d o n ' t  know; i t  was overso ld  t o  them. They j u s t  cou ldn ' t  s tand  
t h e  s o l i t u d e  and t h e  beauty and t h e  l a c k  of maybe s t r e e t  no i ses .  

The po in t  of t h e  s t o r y ,  obviously,  i s  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  j u s t  
worlds apart--the John Muir, Dave Brower type versus  t h e  ghe t to  
k ids .  It t i e s  i n  a  l i t t l e  b i t  t o  what I was saying about t h e  
t a x  base. It bo the r s  me, a s  I t h i n k  I ' v e  ind ica t ed .  When my 
f a v o r i t e ,  namely t h e  c l o s u r e ,  hopeful ly ,  of t h e  Minarets road 
is  s e t t l e d ,  I in tend  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  I have h e a l t h  and means, t o  
g ive  more emphasis t o  t h a t .  

Lage : To t h e  s o c i a l  ques t ions .  

Livermore: Yes, I t h i n k  these  a r e  b igge r  ques t ions ,  and I t h i n k  they need 
t o  be addressed. 

Lage : What about d i s t r i b u t i o n  of weal th ;  what was your f e e l i n g  the re?  

Livermore: T h a t ' s  something t h a t  i n t e r e s t s  me very much; I have a  f i l e  on 
it. Someone t o l d  m e  i n  Sacramento--I've got  t he  quote some- 
where--that 1 percent  of t h e  people  own 40 percent  of t h e  
weal th.  It seems t o  m e  i t  doesn ' t  t a k e  any b r a i n s  t o  f i g u r e  
out  i f  t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  i t ' s  very  dangerous s o c i a l l y .  We know 
t h a t  i n  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  I n d i a  and South America, and p a r t l y  a s  
a r e s u l t ,  a s  I understand i t ,  of our  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  co rpora t ions ,  
t he  tendency i s  t o  make t h a t  m a l d i s t r i b u t i o n  worse. 

The problem, a s  I understand i t ,  is  t h a t  i t ' s  p r e t t y  easy 
t o  measure income, but  i t ' s  much ha rde r  t o  measure t h e  dimension 
of wealth. A t y p i c a l  example being,  spy,  apprec ia ted  r e a l  
e s t a t e .  A given person o r  family might have land t h a t  they 
i n h e r i t e d  a t  $10 an a c r e ,  and now i t ' s  worth $1,000 an a c r e  
and can be so ld  a s  t h a t .  So I f i n d  i t  an i n t r i g u i n g  s u b j e c t ,  
and t h e r e ' s  very l i t t l e  on i t .  I have a  couple of books which 
I haven' t  f u l l y  read ,  but  a s  I say ,  I have a  f i l e  on i t .  

I n  f a c t ,  I produced a cab ine t  i s s u e  on t h i s ;  God knows 
why I d id  it.* [ l augh te r ]  I th ink ,  you know we d id  have 
information i s s u e s .  I remember a  few s i l l y  ones l i k e  f i r e f l i e s  

*See Appendix F. 



Livermore: and mules and an obvious a t tempt  t o  g e t  a  l i t t l e  humor i n .  I 
d id  pu t  t h i s  ou t ;  I don ' t  know why, bu t  i t  i n t e r e s t s  me very  
much. 

Lage : T h i s  problem of d i s t r i b u t i o n  of weal th? 

Livermore: Y e s ,  and i t  t i e s  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  t oo ;  I can remember two o t h e r  
t h i n g s  connected wi th  i t .  I n  Sweden they have a  wea l th  t a x ,  
a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i t ' s  1 percent  of t h e i r  weal th  f o r  everyone 
over a c e r t a i n  amount. So t h a t  o b v i a t e s  i t  somewhat. I ' m  
s u r e  you've seen  t h e  publicity-and i t ' s  s t i l l  t r u e  t o  a degree  
i n  t h i s  country--that you can have an income of a  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  a  y e a r ,  bu t  you d o n ' t  pay any income tax .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  bad p e r  s e ,  because t h e  answer u s u a l l y  is e i t h e r  
a  c a p i t a l  l o s s  somewhere o r  c h a r i t y .  

Another t h ing ,  more p r a c t i c a l ;  I t h i n k  I have i t  i n  my 
f i l e s  somewhere. It invo lves  B i l l  Roth, whom I know c a s u a l l y  
and who r a n  f o r  governor,  very unsuccess fu l ly  I might add-- 
no d i s c r e d i t  t o  him; h e  j u s t  wasn't  a  p o l i t i c i a n .  That w a s  
one of h i s  p la t forms,  a weal th  t ax .  So, t h a t ' s  why i t  
i n t e r e s t s  me .  My c o l l e g e  major w a s  s o c i a l  s c i ence ,  and I t h i n k  
i t ' s  a  very important  th ing .  

{I {I 

Lage : How d id  t h e  i s s u e  on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of weal th  go over  i n  
t h e  cab ine t ?  

Livermore: I ' m  looking now t o  s e e  i f  I can f i n d  t h e  d a t a ,  b u t  one reason  
I sneaked i t  i n ,  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  word, i s  t h a t  I d i d  f e e l ,  and 
do f e e l ,  t h a t  t h e  Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was n o t  concerned 
enough wi th  what I sometimes c a l l  t h e  lower f i f t h  of t h e  
popula t ion .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  enormously important ,  and t h i s  ties 
i n  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of weal th .  I f e l t  t h a t  some of t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  and some of t h e  appointments ignored t h a t .  

There was a famous case ,  and t h i s  h i t  t h e  p r e s s ,  when 
Lieutenant  Governor Reinecke was quoted a s  say ing  words t o  
t h i s  e f f e c t :  "Why worry about t h e  poor; w e ' l l  always have 
poor." Well, of course ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  t h a t  w a s  a  t e r r i b l e  t h i n g  
t o  say. But i t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  i n  t h e  paper today; 
t h e r e ' s  an  a r t i c l e  about slums. Did you happen t o  read t h a t ?  

Lage : Yes, t h a t  they  s e r v e  a  purpose. 

Livermore: That they  s e r v e  a  purpose; I t h i n k  i t  w a s  expressed ve ry  w e l l .  
U n t i l  a l l  t h e  people--and t h i s  t i e s  i n  a  l i t t l e  b i t  w i th  t h e  - 
Garrett Hardin s tatement--feel  s t r o n g l y  enough about  it  t o  
subs id i ze  t h e  poor,  w e  need t h e  slums, o r  w e ' l l  have t h e  
slums. 



Livermore: This  poses another  r e a l l y  gu t  i s s u e ,  because I remember having 
my a s s 2 s t a n t  Ford Ford t e l l  me one day t h a t  he  was r i d i n g  up 
i n  t h e  e l e v a t o r  i n  t h e  Resource Building i n  Sacramento, and 
heard two people,  two neighbors ,  complaining t h a t  they were 
having a t e r r i b l e  t ime buying a house, when r i g h t  nex t  t o  them 
people w i t h  only h a l f  t h e  income were g e t t i n g  a b e t t e r  house 
because of t h e  subsidy.  So, t h e s e  a r e  almost impossible  
i s s u e s .  But anyway, I had t h a t  f e e l i n g ,  and s t i l l  have it; 
t h a t  w i t h  a l l  due r e s p e c t  t o  my good Republican f r i e n d s ,  t h a t  
they tend t o  s o r t  of brush  t h a t  under t h e  t a b l e ,  t h e  lower 
f i f t h ,  so t o  speak. 

Lage : Well, would you pu t  your se l f  i n  t h e  more l i b e r a l  wing of t h e  
Republican p a r t y ?  

Livermore: [ laughing]  I c e r t a i n l y  would! 

Lage : I c a n ' t  remember i f  we t a l k e d  about t h i s  be fo re ,  b u t  I d id  run 
a c r o s s  a memo when I was down a t  Stanford.  Apparently o t h e r  
members of t h e  cab ine t  had charged t h e  wi lde rnes s  i s s u e  wi th  
being an e l i t i s t  i s s u e .  You r e p l i e d  t h a t  you were sending a 
donat ion  t o  some group which was t a k i n g  lower income people on 
t r i p s ,  and you suggested they do t h e  same. 

Livermore: T h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  same group where I t o l d  you, 
where t h e  boys a l l  went o u t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  and i t ' s  
s t i l l  going on. 

Lage : That was t h e  Thacher School? 

Livermore: That  was t h e  Thacher School;  I remember i t  very we l l .  The 
Outward Bound Adventures of South Pasadena came i n t o  my o f f i c e  
ask ing  f o r  s t a t e  h e l p ,  and i t  was n o t  forthcoming; they were 
kind of a margina l  groups. They're s t i l l  going. So i t  j u s t  
c l i cked  i n  my mind; I was j u s t  he lp ing  t o  s t a r t  t h i s  camp. It 
may have been t h e  second y e a r ,  and I s a i d ,  "I w i l l  pe r sona l ly  
c o n t r i b u t e , "  which I d i d ,  " the bus f a r e . "  I t  was s e v e r a l  
hun%red d o l l a r s  from Los Angeles t o  b r i n g  them up t h e r e .  And 
i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  exper ience ,  a s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  was 
d i s a s t r o u s  because they 'd  taken t h e s e  children--boys, I don ' t  
t h i n k  t h e r e  were any gir ls--without  f u l l y  exp la in ing  i t  t o  them. 
This  new group has  been very s u c c e s s f u l ,  and they have b u i l t  i t  
i n t o  t h e i r  program a s  a reward, say ing ,  "Now you boys and g i r l s ,  
i f  y o u ' r e  w i th  i t ," t o  u s e  t h e  s l ang ,  "then t h e  g r e a t e s t  reward 
we can g i v e  you is t o  go t o  t h i s  summer camp." So i t  works 
f i n e  . 

Lage : Do they ge t  a l i t t l e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a s  we l l ?  



Livermore: Yes. I t h i n k  they take  hikes--very much a s  you apparent ly  
descr ibed  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

Lage : Inner  c i t y  out ings .  We d id  a l i t t l e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  s e r i e s  on 
the  inne r  c i t y  out ings ,  in terv iewing about four  l e a d e r s  and 
one p a r t i c i p a n t ,  one of t h e  young people. I t 's  very i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  because you g e t  s p e c i f i c  experiences they had where 
t h i s  c u l t u r a l  c o n f l i c t  occurred,  and how t h e  k ids  would be 
t e r r i f i e d  by t h e  wi lderness .  

Livermore: Sure. 

Lage : But they 've worked i t  o u t  f a i r l y  w e l l  because now they have 
proper experience. 

Livermore: A r e  they growing? I read as much as I can of t h e  c lub  litera- 
t u r e ,  but  I-- 

Lage : I th ink  i t ' s  s t i l l  a s m a l l  program, but  t h e r e ' s  one i n  Boston 
and i n  a couple o ther  c i t i e s ;  i t ' s  small but  v i t a l .  

Livermore: Well, I th ink  t h a t ' s  g r e a t .  O f  course,  h e r e  again I f e e l  a  
touch of g u i l t .  I th ink  a l o t  of  people do i n  terms of e l i t i s m  
because, al though I t h i n k  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i s  enormously important ,  
I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I ' v e  spent  many man-hours i n  t h e  ghe t tos  
working wi th  these  people. I th ink  t h e r e ' s  a  problem--it 's a 
comment, too ,  on the  p res iden t .  I n  some of h i s  r ecen t  s t a t e -  
ments on t h i s  whole theme he  has  s a i d ,  "Let ' s  ge t  government 
away from i t  b u t  have more p r i v a t e  i n i t i a t i v e , "  United Crusade 
and a l l  t h a t  type of s t u f f .  The t y p i c a l  volunteer  worker, 
which used t o  be obviously l a r g e l y  women who had more time-- 
t h e i r  employment wasn't  s o  high. They go f o r  t h e  glamor th ings  
l i k e  t h e  Jun io r  League, which is f i n e ,  o r  t h e  symphony o r  t h e  
opera-- 

Lage: W e l l ,  they wouldn't  even be e f f e c t i v e  working i n  t h e  ghe t to .  

Livermore: They wouldn't ,  bu t  then who i s  t o  do i t ?  I t ' s  a problem. Can 
you j u s t  throw money at  i t ?  This  involves  again  t h e  d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n  of wealth and opportunity and t h e  absent  husbands, and 
you can go on and on. Mechanization, t h e  l abor  unions, and 
so  f o r t h .  

Lage : They're  b i g  problems. 



Reagan's 1980 Environmental Task Force 

Lage : S h a l l  we t u r n  t o  t h e  t o p i c  of t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  team? 

Livermore : Sure. 

Lage : You were on two s e p a r a t e  committees, r i g h t ?  

Livermore: Yes, I was f i r s t  contac ted  t o  be a member of t h e  governor 's--  
excuse me, s l i p  of t h e  l ip-- the p r e s i d e n t ' s  environmental 
t a s k  fo rce .  This  was about a ten-man committee, appointed by 
him and cha i r ed  by a man named Dan Lufkin who had t h e  same 
p o s i t i o n  i n  Connect icut  t h a t  I had i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a l though 
y e a r s  l a t e r  [Commissioner, Department of Environmental Protec-  
t i o n ,  Connect icut] .  We met f o r  t h r e e  concent ra ted  days, a s  
I r e c a l l ;  i t  w a s  j u s t  t h e  week a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  There had 
been a prev ious  meet ing,  but  I was on a hunt ing  t r i p  i n  Idaho, 
d i d n ' t  go on i t ,  b u t  had agreed t o  s e rve  on t h e  commission. 
So, I f l ew  back t o  Washington and had t h i s  very i n t e r e s t i n g  
meeting. It was a g r e a t  committee I thought .  You'd know a 
l o t  of t h e  names: R u s s e l l  T ra in  was a member; B i l l  Ruckelshaus 
was a member; Henry Diamond, who was t h e  n a t u r a l  r e sou rces  
s e c r e t a r y  f o r  New York, was a member; I was a member. There 
was Danny Boggs, John Busterud and Nathanie l  Reed. 

They produced a r e p o r t  which was g o t t e n  ou t  q u i t e  f a s t ,  
i n  about a week, and submitted t o  t h e  p re s iden t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
l a s t  t h a t  anybody's ever  heard  of i t .  

People asked ''What d id  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  t a s k  f o r c e  say 
on t h i s  and t h a t ? "  I was sworn t o  secrecy ,  and I s a i d ,  "Well, 
I c a n ' t  t e l l  you. You can peek a t  t h e  copy I have." Of course ,  
I s t i l l  have a copy of it. 

Lag e : But i t  h a s n ' t  been publ i shed?  

L ivemore :  It has  n o t  been publ isheu t o  t h i s  day. It was leaked .  To 
e l a b o r a t e  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  be fo re  I gave t h i s  speech," I went t o  
Ed Meese pe r sona l ly ,  and I s a i d ,  "This has  n o t  been r e l e a s e d ,  
and I in t end  t o  mention i t ,  and do you have any ob jec t ions?"  

*"A Message t o  Envi ronmenta l i s t s , "  speech by N.B.  Livermore, 
Jr . , de l ive red  a t  t h e  Eleventh Annual ALI-ABA Eneironmental 
Law Conference, Washington, D . C . ,  February 13, 1981. 
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Livermore : 

He s a i d  no. I gave, as you say ,  q u i t e  a b i rd ' s -eye  of what 
happened. The f u l l  r e p o r t ,  of course,  w a s  maybe f i f t e e n  pages,  
and I t h i n k  i t  w a s  exce l len t - - sha l l  w e  say?  You c a l l  me a 
l i b e r a l  Republican; w e l l ,  maybe I ' m  a l iberal-moderate  Repub- 
l i c a n .  Anyway, i t  w a s  a moderate view by people whom I ' v e  
mentioned t h a t  had a l o t  of environmental exper ience ,  and i t  
was a good r e p o r t .  

But i n  f a i r n e s s  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  were 
twenty-five some odd of t h e s e  t a s k  f o r c e s ;  I t h i n k  i t ' s  perhaps 
s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  las t  one he  appointed.  It d id  
n o t ,  obviously t o  t h i s  day c a r r y  t h a t  much weight w i th  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  and h i s  ch i e f  honchos. We d id  t a c k l e  a l o t  of 
i s s u e s ,  t h e  p o l l u t i o n  issue-- 

What kind of a charge were you given? 

We were j u s t  given a v e r b a l  charge--I have t h e  l e t t e r  h e r e  
somewhere--by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  g ive  him adv ice  on t h e  environ- 
ment, which i s  q u i t e  a s u b j e c t .  

P r e t t y  broad. 

P r e t t y  broad,  and w e  gave i t  t o  him. 

Does i t  seem as i f  any of t h e  Task Force ' s  i d e a s  have found 
t h e i r  way i n t o  po l i cy?  

Well, I ' v e  been fol lowing t h a t  n a t u r a l l y  w i th  bated brea th .  
I can only mention a couple  of t h i n g s  i n d i r e c t l y  t h a t  have 
ind ica t ed  some environmental i n f luence :  f o r  i n s t ance ,  a man 
who w a s  on my EPA t r a n s i t i o n  team w a s  re fused  nomination t o  
t h e  CEQ, t h e  Council  of Environmental Qual i ty .  Also another  
nominee, s t r o n g l y  backed p o l i t i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  head of t h e  F i s h  
and W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce  has  been re fused  because of inadequate  
environmental c r e d e n t i a l s .  So t h e s e  a r e  two very  s p e c i f i c  
i s s u e s  of environmental  i n f luence .  Of course ,  we hea r  so much 
t h e  reverse--as e luc ida t ed  o r  mentioned by t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
t h e  Audubon Soc ie ty  and o t h e r s .  

Was t h e  man on your committee someone t h e  env i ronmen ta l i s t s  
d id  no t  approve o f ?  

Exact ly.  They d i s l i k e  him i n t e n s e l y ,  and I can g e t  i n t o  t h a t  
i n  a minute. I hope t o  f i n d  something o u t  when I g e t  t o  
Washington, bu t  I j u s t  have too  many o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  do. I 
have a c l i p  t h a t  Huey Johnson gave m e  t h a t  appears  t o  quote 



Livermore: from a  l e t t e r  t h a t  Lufkin wrote t h e  p res iden t  p r o t e s t i n g  about 
Watt, I t h i n k ,  and about t h e  whole environmental atmosphere 
t h a t  seems now t o  be a  hal lmark,  many people say ,  of t h e  Reagan 
adminis t ra t ion .  

I ' m  i n t r i g u e d  by i t  because, a f t e r  a l l ,  I was on t h e  
committee. You'd t h i n k  i f  Lufkin wrote such a  letter t h a t  he  
might have sen t  a carbon t o  t h e  committee members, but  not  
n e c e s s a r i l y .  This  has  been almost a  yea r  ago. I want t o  
t r a c k  t h a t  down; I don ' t  know Lufkin t h a t  w e l l ,  I d id  t a l k  
t o  him on t h e  phone t o  a sk  him--when I w a s  back on t h e  EPA 
t r a n s i t i o n  team--to a sk  him what t h e  s t a t u s  w a s  of h i s  r e p o r t .  
He w a s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  q u i t e  piqued because he had no t  had an 
acknowledgement of i t .  Again, i n  f a i r n e s s  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  
i n  those  tempestuous days a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  he had twenty- 
f i v e  of t h e s e  r e p o r t s .  So, I t h i n k  i t  was acknowledged but  
n o t ,  i n  Lufkin ' s  opin ion ,  apprec ia t ed ,  perhaps i s  t h e  word. 

Lage : You s a i d  h e r e  [ reading]  t h a t  t h e  " f u l l  r e p o r t  appeared 
January 7 ,  1981. Bureau of Nat ional  A f f a i r s ,  I n s i d e  EPA Weekly 
R e ~ o r  t . " 

Livermore: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ;  i t  w a s  leaked two months a f t e r  t h e  r e p o r t  was 
published.  

Lage: I see.  So, i t  only sur faced  s o r t  of c l andes t ine ly .  

Livermore: Yes, and t o  my knowledge, i t  was i n  c o n t r a s t  t o ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  
t h e  energy t a s k  f o r c e  r e p o r t  which w e  had some i n t e r f a c e  wi th  
and which was q u i t e  w e l l  publ ic ized .  So i t  doesn ' t  t a k e  a  
s i x t h  grade educat ion  t o  f i g u r e  t h a t  t h e  powers t h a t  be--maybe 
not  t h e  p res iden t  himself--didn't  l i k e  our  r e p o r t .  The fasc ina-  
t i n g  thing--and I hope t o  f ind  o u t  more about t h i s ;  I ' m  going 
t o  Washington next  week--is, d id  Lufkin w r i t e  a  l e t t e r  i n  e f f e c t  
complaining t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ?  Coming from t h e  chairman of a  
committee t h a t  he appointed,  t h a t  would have q u i t e  a  l i t t l e  
oomph. But I haven ' t  seen t h e  l e t t e r ,  and I don't  know. 

L e t ' s  be f a i r ;  t h e  mere f a c t  t h a t  i t  wasn't  given banner 
head l ines  o r  answered wi th  a  flowery l e t t e r  from t h e  p res iden t ,  
doesn ' t  means tha t  i t  d i d n ' t  weave i t ' s  way i n t o  t h e  f a b r i c  of 
t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  s t a f f .  

Lage: Would t h i s  be  t h e  s t a f f  t h a t  h e ' s  c a r r i e d  from C a l i f o r n i a ?  

Livermore: Well, q u i t e  a  few people have asked me t h i s  ques t ion ;  how 
could he now be s o  apparent ly  an t ienvi ronmenta l  when he  was 
good i n  Sacramento? My answer i n  p a r t  i s ,  t h a t  i t ' s  who h e  
had wi th  him dur ing  t h e  e i g h t  y e a r s  s i n c e  we l e f t  Sacramento. 



Livermore: I haven' t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  c r i t i c i s m  o r  resentment of them. They're 
people who s tuck  wi th  him through t h i c k  and t h i n ,  through '75, 
'76, r i g h t  on through 1980. P o l i t i c s  i s  no pantywaist game; 
i t ' s  a  tough game. And t h e s e  people l i k e  Meese and Deaver and 
many o the r s ,  Verne Orr, stood wi th  him through t h i c k  and t h i n .  
So n a t u r a l l y  he would t u r n  t o  them, and i t  j u s t  so happens-- 
and you can be e i t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  o r  phi losophica l  o r  random 
numbers about this--none of them a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  environmentally 
or iented .  I don ' t  t h ink  any of them, t h a t  I th ink  o f ,  a r e  a s  
ant ienvironmental  a s  S i e r r a  Club and Audubon and Wilderness 
Society would have you be l i eve .  But t h e y ' r e  no t  card-carrying 
S i e r r a  Club members, l e t ' s  put  i t  t h a t  way. 

Lag e  : [ laughing] Well, w e  know t h a t !  

Livermore: Yes, and i t ' s  j u s t  too  bad t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  have someone of a  
moderate s t r i p e  who was w i l l i n g  t o  go through t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
wars wi th  him, but  he d i d n ' t .  

I t ' s  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g ;  someone c a l l e d  m e  not  long ago-- 
they ' r e  w r i t i n g  a  book apparent ly ;  i t  won't come out  u n t i l  next  
year--and t h i s  person is w r i t i n g  t h e  environmental s ec t ion .  
H e  asked me a  kind of i n t e r e s t i n g  ques t ion .  He s a i d ,  "You 
were wi th  Reagan f o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  i n  Sacramento. How could he 
have appointed you, who're, s h a l l  we say ,  a  f a i r l y  good environ- 
men ta l i s t ,  and then t u r n  around and appoint  Watt, who appears 
t o  be t h e  a n t i t h e s i s ? "  My answer was, "Well, I guess t h e r e ' s  
a  c e r t a i n  amount of luck  i n  t h e s e  things."  I ' m  s u r e  I wasn't  
h i s  f i r s t  choice;  I ' d  love someday t o  know who they f i r s t  
of fered  my spot  i n  Sacramento, maybe ha l f  a  dozen people. 
Neither  was Watt t h e  f i r s t  choice. 

Lage : And you make i t  sound a l s o  a s  i f  he d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  explore  your 
poin t  of view before  you were appointed. 

Livermore: No, I don ' t  t h ink  he d id .  I was in t r igued :  t h e  Senate 
committee asked Watt t h a t  very quest ion.  They s a i d ,  "How much 
time d i d  you have wi th  t h e  p res iden t  before  he  appointed you?'' 
H e  s a i d ,  "Twenty minutes.'' Well, I had about t e n  minutes. 

Lage : But Watt 's  views might have been b e t t e r  known, do you th ink ,  
than yours were? 

Livermore: Possibly.  But I had, i f  I do say  so ,  r a t h e r  s t r ange  c r e d e n t i a l s .  
I was working f o r  a  lumber company, but  d i d  have t i e s  wi th  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club and was an a c t i v e  Republican. I hadn ' t ,  a t  t h a t  
t ime, made t h a t  many enemies, I guess you might say. The 
redwood park was ho t  on t h e  burner .  So i t  was luck.  And he 



Livermore: might,  i n s t e a d  of Watt, have appointed someone l i k e  Senator  
[Robert T.] S t a f f o r d  of Vermont, who's a  good env i ronmen ta l i s t ,  
o r  Russe l l  ~ ; a i n ,  bu t  he d i d n ' t .  

The f a s c i n a t i n g  t h i n g  i s  a l l  t h e s e  checks and ba lances .  
The re ' s  t h i s  tremendous f u r o r  about Watt, but  I don ' t  t h i n k  
h e ' s  accomplished ha rd ly  anything t h a t  t h e y ' r e  e x c i t e d  about.  
He was dinged on t h e  Bob Marshal l  Wilderness;  he  was dinged on 
t h e  o u t e r  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f .  He d i d  p r e v a i l  on t h i s  f e d e r a l  
w i l d l i f e  appointment, and h e ' s  done s e v e r a l  good t h i n g s ;  I 
won't ge t  i n t o  t h a t  r i g h t  now. 

Lage : He d i d n ' t  p r e v a i l ,  you s a i d ?  I thought he-- 

Livermore: He d i d  p r e v a i l ;  Watt p reva i l ed  i n  choosing a  good man--good 
from t h e  env i ronmen ta l i s t  p o i n t  of view--for ch i e f  of t h e  
Fede ra l  W i l d l i f e  Serv ices .  I was hoping a t  t h e  Bancroft  they 'd  
a sk  me about Watt. I ' m  bu i ld ing  up a  l i s t  of good t h i n g s  Watt 
has  done. And I ' l l  j u s t  mention one. My b r o t h e r  Putnam i s  
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  t h i n g  c a l l e d  t h e  Defenders of W i l d l i f e ,  which 
you may have heard o f .  He's been q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  l a w s u i t s  
involv ing  them i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  BLM i n  Arizona. There ' s  a  
very p i c tu re sque  canyon, you might poss ib ly  have heard o f ,  
c a l l e d  Ar iva lpa  Canyon, and Watt h a s  j u s t  announced t h a t  h e ' s  
going t 3  make t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  BLM wi lde rnes s  a r ea .  I t ' s  some- 
what c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  s o  t h a t ' s  j u s t  one of t h e  good t h i n g s  
h e ' s  done. 

Lage : Well,  you keep t h e  l i s t ,  because probably nobody e l s e  w i l l .  
[ l a u g h t e r ]  

Livermore: Well,  I do have a  l i s t ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  
t h i s  d i scuss ion ,  b u t  h e ' s  done q u i t e  a  few good th ings .  I agree  
wi th  him on a  l o t  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h e ' s  s a i d .  I don' t  agree  
wi th  h i s  s t r i d e n c y  and t h e  way he handles  h imsel f .  I t h i n k  he 
could be more t a c t f u l .    hat "s l i k e  you were say ing ,  "Thank 
God f o r  Dave Brower'' o r  t h e  o l d  joke  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Eisenhower 
about h i t t i n g  a  mule on t h e  head wi th  a  two-by-four t o  g e t  
t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n .  

So how do you weigh t h e s e  th ings?  I j u s t  don ' t  know. 
But I d o n ' t  l i k e  pugnacious language t o  t h e  e x t e n t  I can he lp  
it. I remember Mart in  L i t t o n ,  who i s  mentioned f r equen t ly  i n  
Dave Brower's book, a t  t h e  c r e s c e n t  C i ty  hea r ing  on Redwood 
Park. I found him q u i t e  i r r i t a t i n g  because, I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  exac t  language, bu t  t h e  g i s t  of i t  was t h a t  no lumber 
company was any good. It was l i k e  I t o l d  you a t  t h e  Bancroft  
about t h e  lady  who s a i d  t h a t  p r o f i t s  were e v i l ,  t h a t  a l l  
businessmen were second-class c i t i z e n s .  I j u s t  don ' t  agree  
wi th  t h a t ;  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  f a i r .  



Lage: Well, Mart in  L i t t o n  uses  a l o t  of c o l o r f u l  language. 

Livermore: Y e s ,  I know. And I b e l i e v e  he was f i r e d ,  a s  you probably know, 
from h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  Sunset  f o r  t h a t  reason.  

The Environmental P r o t e c t i o n  Agency's T r a n s i t i o n  
Team 

Lage: How about your job a s  l e a d e r  of t h e  EPA t r a n s i t i o n  team? 

Livermore: That was f a r  more e x c i t i n g .  I ' d  only been home a week, I 
guess ,  a f t e r  t h e  Lufkin one, and I was phoned by a f e l l ow 
named Dick Fairbanks who s a i d ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h a t  Ed Meese 
wanted me t o  head t h i s  EPA t r a n s i t i o n  team, which I d id .  I 
went back t o  Washington about t h e  twen t i e th  of November, 
approximately,  and i t  w a s  t raumat ic  n o t  only p e r  s e  bu t  
because my dea r  wi fe  w a s  about t o  be  opera ted  on, a very 
s e r i o u s  back ope ra t ion .  So I accepted w i t h  t h e  cond i t i on  
t h a t  I could come back and f o r t h ,  which I d i d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  
a t  my own expense. A minor joke,  no t  s o  minor e i t h e r ,  i t  
turned ou t  t h e  whole t h i n g  was a t  my own expense. I spen t  
s e v e r a l  thousand d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  good cause,  and I never  got  
reimbursed anything.  I t  d i d n ' t  bo ther  me t h a t  much because 
I could  a f f o r d  i t ,  bu t  t h e r e  were some of t h e  younger people 
on my team f o r  whom .nonreimbursement was q u i t e  a hardship ,  
which I f e e l  i s  q u i t e  ano the r  s t o r y .  

Lage : Was it an ove r s igh t ,  o r  they j u s t  never  intended t o ?  

Livermore: Well, I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. I was so  busy t h a t  i t  d i d n ' t  bo ther  
me much. My impression,  f o r  what i t ' s  worth, was t h a t  t h e  
campaigns now have g o t t e n  so  enormously expensive and complex, 
and t h a t  t h e  campaign teams a r e  s o  l a r g e  t h a t  they c a l l e d  more 
people  back f o r  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  than  they need have--not s o  
much f o r  t h e  team l e a d e r s  bu t  t h e  team members. There were 
something l ike--I  don ' t  know--twenty teams, s o  t h e r e  were 
s e v e r a l  hundred people.  They r e a l l y  needn ' t ,  i n  my opin ion ,  
have asked s o  many. Of course ,  having asked t h a t  many they  
promised a l l  of them--as they promised me--travel and h o t e l  
money, and they j u s t  d i d n ' t  have enough money t o  handle  i t .  
So I d i d n ' t  ask  any ques t ions .  

But anyway, t h a t ' s  r e l a t i v e l y  minor. I was happy t o  do 
i t ,  and I was appointed t o  l e a d  t h i s  EPA team, and went back 
i n  a g r e a t  maelstrom of a c t i v i t y ,  and r epor t ed  t o  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  
headquar te rs .  W e  were l u c k i e r ,  I t h i n k ,  than  many teams because 



Livermore: we immediately, t h a t  very a f te rnoon,  moved t o  t h e  EPA o f f i c e  
where we were g iven  a s u i t e  of rooms. It was a modest s u i t e ,  
bu t  adequate ,  and we went t o  work. EPA would n o t  have been my 
f i r s t  choice ,  and I don ' t  know what i n f luence  Meese o r  anyone 
had i n  t h i s ;  I d i d n ' t  even t a l k  t o  him a t  t h a t  t ime; we were 
given va r ious  tough dead l ines .  We had a s e n a t e  l i a i s o n ,  a 
congress iona l  l i a i s o n ,  a budget man, s o r t  of a s t a t e s '  r i g h t s  
man and-- let ' s  see ,  t h e r e  were e i g h t  of them--a l i a i s o n  wi th  
[David.] Stockman and s o r t  of a t h i n k  tank  man and s o  f o r t h .  

We were welcomed; t h e  EPA's Doug Cos t l e ,  who was C a r t e r ' s  
EPA admin i s t r a to r ,  was very f r i e n d l y .  We t a lked  t o  a l o t  of 
people,  and we  j u s t  worked l i k e  h e l l .  Our r e p o r t  dead l ine ,  a s  
I r e c a l l  i t ,  was December 19. We produced a huge r e p o r t ,  a s  
b i g  a s  t h e  Los Angeles te lephone book, most of which, I must 
admit,  were appendices.  That  was i t .  We were t o l d  our  
assignment was po l i cy .  We were n o t  t o  have anyth ing  t o  do 
wi th  appointments i s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  say. 

Lage : I see .  You d id  have some sugges t ions  on g e n e r a l  advice  and 
choosing t h e  admin i s t r a to r s .  

.vermore: Yes, r i g h t .  We c o n s t a n t l y ,  of course ,  were bombarded from a l l  
s i d e s  by people  seeking  appointments,  b u t  we kept  t e l l i n g  them, 
"That 's  n o t  our  job." They had th is - - I  f o r g e t  t h e  guy's  name-- 
he  had a computer s e t  up i n  t h e  White House and t h a t  w a s  ou t  
of our  sphere ,  a l though w e  were subjec ted  t o  pressures--put 
i t  t h a t  way. 

Fairbanks was our  so-cal led f a t h e r  confessor .  There was 
a fellow--I f o r g e t  h i s  name--who was head of a l l  t r a n s i t i o n  
teams. Then t h e r e  were about f i v e  d iv is ions- - I  have t h i s  a l l  
i n  a chart--and Fairbanks was t h e  head o f ,  I t h i n k  i t  was, 
environment, r e sou rces  and-- 

Lage : Energy ? 

Livermore: Energy and t h e  I n t e r i o r .  My i n t e r e s t ,  of course ,  was much 
more i n  I n t e r i o r  than  anyth ing ,  b u t  I was no t  asked t o  he lp  on 
t h a t .  It was dur ing  t h e  course  of t h i s  t h a t  I had that--I  
t h ink  I gave you a copy, I love  that--Sacramento Bee quote  
which made i t  very c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  water  e s t ab l i shmen t  d i d n ' t  
want me t o  be even c l o s e  t o  Washington, which I ' m  no t  a b i z  
s u r p r i s e d  a t .  

A s  we came down t h e  s t r e t c h  I was asked by Fairbanks,  
which d i d n ' t  s u r p r i s e  me--there were a l o t  of rumors f l o a t i n g  
around--whether I would l i k e  t o  p u t  my h a t  i n  t h e  r i n g  a s  EPA 
Adminis t ra tor .  And I ,  wi th  no h e s i t a t i o n  a t  a l l ,  s a i d  no. 



Livermore: It was a job f o r  a  younger person, h ighly  complex, and a f i e l d  
t h a t  i s  enormously important but  j u s t  doesn ' t  i n t e r e s t  m e  as 
much as t h e  land-use type th ing  t h a t  i s  more t r a d i t i o n a l  with 
me .  

There w a s  some t a l k  about the  CEQ. I gave Ed Meese a 
quote from t h a t  book, S t r i k i n g  a Balance [by John Whitaker, 
19761. I th ink  I can show you t h e  quote r i g h t  he re ,  which I 
handed personal ly  t o  Ed ~ e e s e  because I t h i n k  i t  has  m e r i t .  
The g i s t  of i t  is  t h a t  t h e  CEQ should be phased out i n  1980. 
Here i t  is ,  on page 52. "In t h e  a u t h o r ' s  opinion t h e  time w i l l  
come, probably by 1980, when CEQ should cease t o  e x i s t , "  and 
so f o r t h  and so on. Well, i t  w a s  obvious t o  me, and s t i l l  
obvious, t h e r e ' s  q u i t e  an over lap  between t h e  EPA and t h e  CEQ. 
And s o  I j u s t  kind of put  t h i s  bug i n  Ed Meese's e a r .  

This  book is  j u s t  a gold mine of information. Anyway, I 
asked s e v e r a l  t imes about a r e p o r t  on t h e  CEQ, you know the  
t r a n s i t i o n  r e p o r t ,  but  I was t o l d ,  "No, t h a t ' s  a s e p a r a t e  b a l l  
game." And so  I never d id ,  haven ' t  t o  t h i s  day, seen it. Then 
t o  jump way ahead, of course,  t h e  amusing th ing  is  my good 
f r i e n d  and, i n  San Rafae l ,  my neighbor, A 1  H i l l ,  who worked f o r  
me i n  Sacramento, i s  now t h e  chairman of t h e  CEQ wi th  a  very 
much emasculated s t a f f .  Obviously t h e  dec i s ion  which was made 
i n  the  White House t o  abandon, t o  junk t h e  CEQ was maybe 
impossible p o l i t i c a l l y .  So they hamstrung i t ,  but  pe r sona l ly  
I don ' t  regard t h a t  as t h a t  much of a  t ragedy because t h e r e ' s  
a  b ig  over lap  with EPA anyway. 

But g e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  EPA, we d id  produce a r e p o r t .  One 
of my main func t ions  was t o  go up on the  h i l l  and t a l k  personal ly  
t o  a  l o t  of t h e  key sena to r s  and congressmen. We turned t h e  
r e p o r t  i n  on time on t h e  n ine teen th  [of December], and genera l ly  
i t  w a s ,  I th ink ,  a  good r e p o r t .  It w a s  more moderate than 
apparent ly  they might have l i k e d ,  a  l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  t h e  Lufkin 
r epor t .  

Livermore: It was i n  t h e  paper t h a t  Cap Weinberger, who of course w a s  i n  
the  process  of being appointed s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Defense, had a 
v i o l e n t  disagreement with h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  r e p o r t .  I n  f a c t ,  I 
th ink  i t  w a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  threw i t  i n  t h e  wastebasket;  he  
j u s t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  team leade r .  The same th ing  may have 
happened t o  my r epor t .  The admin i s t r a to r ,  M r s .  [Anne] Gorsuch, 
wasn't  appointed u n t i l  about February. There w a s  a l o t  o f ,  
I ' m  s u r e ,  i n f i g h t i n g  because i t  i s  a very important pos i t ion .  
Again, t h e  t r a n s i t i o n ,  t h e  whole t r a n s i t i o n  mechanics when you 
look back on i t  was l o g i c a l ,  and I th ink  t h e  people t h a t  worked 



Livermore: on i t  were very  s i n c e r e ,  bu t  t he  recommendations of t h e  r e p o r t  
were only a s  good a s  they  were accepted o r  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  
appointee.  Mrs. Gorsuch, whom I l a t e r  m e t  i n  a p l easan t  few 
minutes ,  accepted t h e  r e p o r t ,  thanked me f o r  i t ,  and whether 
she  read i t  o r  no t  I d o n ' t  know. There were s o  many ho t  
po ta toes  t h e r e  t h a t  my guess i s  s h e  glanced a t  i t  and may 
occas iona l ly  r e f e r  t o  i t .  

But i t ' s  a c o n s t a n t l y  moving b a l l  game, and my only r e g r e t  
i s  t h a t  I ,  having spent  a l o t  of blood on i t  a s  you know, never 
d i d  g e t  a copy of i t  myself.  And t o  make i t  a l i t t l e  more 
amusing, no t  two weeks ago I had a phone c a l l  from a young 
f e l low i n  t h e  EPA, s l i g h t l y  d i s t r a u g h t .  He s a i d ,  "Hey! I ' m  
c a l l i n g  you, M r .  Livermore, a s  I understand you had something 
t o  do w i t h  t h e  EPA t r a n s i t i o n  r epor t . "  I s a i d ,  "Yes, I had a 
team; I wrote t h e  r e p o r t ,  s igned i t  ." "Well," h e  s a i d ,  " I ' m  
on t h e  EPA p o l i c y  o f f i c e ,  and I ' m  looking f o r  some i d e a s  on 
po l i cy .  I wonder i f  you'd mind sending m e  your thoughts." I 
s a i d ,  "My r e p o r t  must be  around t h e r e  somewhere. Three copies  
of i t  were produced." He s a i d ,  "Nobody seems t o  know where i t  
is. " I t ' s  r e a l l y  kind of d i s i l l u s i o n i n g .  

Lage : I should say! It makes you t h i n k  t h e  whole t r a n s i t i o n  process  
is  window d res s ing .  

Livermore: It makes you wonder; i t  r e a l l y  does. Anyway, an amusing f i l l i p  
j u s t  happened t o  t h i s  two days ago. A nephew of a good f r i e n d  
of mine, who's name won't  mean anyth ing  t o  you--Foster Knight 
i s  h i s  name--is working now, temporar i ly ,  f o r  t h e  EPA. I was 
c a l l e d  by t h i s  fellow--I f o r g e t  h i s  name r i g h t  now--with a 
double ques t ion .  One was about t h e  po l i cy ,  and t h e  o t h e r  was 
what I thought of t h i s  young man who was a candida te  f o r  a job. 
Well,  I l ea rned  j u s t  a couple n i g h t s  ago from h i s  unc le ,  a 
very  good f r i e n d ,  t h a t  j u s t  a f t e r  t h i s  guy c a l l e d  m e ,  he  q u i t .  
They ' re  appa ren t ly  having a l o t  of personnel  problems the re .  

So I found i t  very e x c i t i n g ,  very  complex and u t t e r l y  
f a s c i n a t i n g .  A s  I say ,  i f  I ' d  been twenty y e a r s  younger I 
would have been i n t r i g u e d  wi th  t h e  job. But p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  
s t i l l  doesn ' t  i n t e r e s t  me a s  much a s  land  use .  Thereby, I 
a l s o  d i s p l a y  a c e r t a i n  e l i t i s m  i n  no t  being concerned wi th  
t h e s e  gut  i s s u e s  of hazardous wastes  and p o l l u t i o n .  

Lage : Would you have been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a job i n  t h e  land-use a r e a ?  

Livermore: I t h i n k  I would have. Well,  n o t  a fu l l - t ime  job;  i t . a l l  depends. 
Had I been o f f e r e d  M r .  Watt's job I t h i n k  I would have been 
hard pu t  t o  r e f u s e  it. I was o f f e r e d  t h e  job of unde r sec re t a ry  
of I n t e r i o r  by Hicke l  and t h a t  was one of t h e  r e a l l y  tough 



Livermore: decis ions  of my l i f e  t o  refuse  t h a t  fo r  various reasons. Some 
of my f r i e n d s  conjecture ,  of course, t h a t  he was f i r e d  not  
long a f t e r  t h a t ,  so had I accepted t h e  job I don ' t  know where 
t h a t  would have l e f t  m e .  Anyway, I f e l t  a t  t h e  t i m e  b a s i c a l l y  
a loya l ty  t o  Reagan; h e  was running f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  and a l s o  
t h a t  t h e  number one job i n  Ca l i fo rn ia  was more challenging 
than t h e  number two job i n  Washington. A l o t  of people say 
Watt 's  going t o  burn ou t ;  I don ' t  agree wi th  t h a t ,  but the re  
may be some advisory committee t h a t  I ' d  be happy t o  serve  on-- 
a s  long a s  I r e t a i n  reasonable h e a l t h  and vigor .  

I f e e l  a closeness t o  the  pres ident .  I th ink I t o l d  you 
t h e  n i c e  l e t t e r  I had from him about t h e  "Peanuts" cartoon. 
One main reason I haven't--for obvious reasons--joined t h e  
"get Watt" campaign is, t h a t  I f e e l  i t  very l o g i c a l  t o  keep my 
channels open. Most of the  people who a r e  out  t o  ge t  Watt a r e  
Democrats-which is  nothing i n  the  world aga ins t  them. But 
with the poss ib le  exception of Lufkin-- 

Lage : And [Nathaniel] Reed. 

Livermore: Well, Reed is of my s t r i p e ;  I ' d  say a moderate Republican, but  
he was never c lose  t o  Reagan. I ' m  s u r e  he would understand my 
pos i t ion  i n  not jo in ing t h e  anti-Watt s t u f f .  Furthermore, 
Reed himself ,  although I th ink t h e  world of him personally,  
h e ' s  a l i t t l e  b i t  too Brower-ish f o r  me. I attended a S i e r r a  
Club-National Audubon world economy meeting. This was i n  New 
York; i t  must have been i n  '75,  and he was one of the  main 
speakers. And he, i n  my opinion, was j u s t  a l i t t l e  too s t r i d e n t .  
You know, t h i s  s o r t  of "damn big  business" kind of th ing.  
Which is  grea t ;  you speak i n  a c e r t a i n  mil ieu and the  more you 
give t h e  o the r  people h e l l ,  you get  g r e a t  huzzahs. But t h a t  
may not  win the  b a t t l e s .  So, I l i k e  Nat a l o t ,  but I don ' t  
agree with a l l  he says.  

Lage : OK. W e l l ,  I th ink t h a t  we've done a good job covering a l l  t h a t  
we had i n  mind, and we've c e r t a i n l y  talked f o r  a long t i m e  
today . 



V I I I  GOVERNOR REAGAN'S CABINET SYSTEM 

[In terv iew 5: March 16, 1982]i/i/ 

Cabinet I s s u e s  on D i s t r i b u t i o n  of Wealth 

Morris:  Ann Lage and I would both  l i k e  t o  know more about  your i n t e r e s t  
i n  land use  and weal th d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I n  your i n t e rv i ews  wi th  
h e r  you mentioned a cab ine t  paper  on t h a t .  

Livermore: I saw t h a t  on your i n t e rv i ew o u t l i n e .  That was [on t h e  cab ine t  
agenda] June 10, 1974. The t i t l e  was "Land and O i l  Tax i n  
Re la t ion  t o  Land U s e . " *  My s e c r e t a r y ' s  n o t e  s ays ,  "June 27, 
d e f e r  u n t i l  NBL ( t h a t  i s  me, of course)  can be p re sen t . "  

Then i n  August i t  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a conference meeting 
where Resources ( t h a t  was me) " w i l l  have f u l l  i npu t  i n  t h e  
p ropos i t i on  f o r  t h e  b i l l . "  I don ' t  remember r i g h t  now whether 
I a c t u a l l y  proposed a b i l l  r e l a t e d  t o  l and  use. I j u s t  don ' t  
know. I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  I can d i g  i t  up.* 

I know I was much i n t r i g u e d  and s t i l l  am. I read  somewhere 
t h a t  1 percent  of t h e  people i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  own, I th ink  
i t  was, 40 percent  of t h e  weal th.  It is j u s t  an a b s o l u t e l y  
s t agge r ing  f i g u r e .  The problem, of course,  is  t h a t  income 
s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  very  easy t o  g e t ,  bu t  weal th is much ha rde r  t o  
g e t  because people have land  t h a t  they haven ' t  so ld  o r  s t o c k s  
t h a t  they only r e p o r t  t h e  income from. 

My i n t e r e s t  was sparked f o r  ano the r  reason.  It is s o r t  
of a coincidence.  P a r t  of t h e  t i m e  w e  were i n  Sacramento we 
h a d a p e r f e c t l y  marvelous Scandinavian couple who ren ted  t h i s  

*A copy was loca t ed  in t h e  Reagan Papers  a t  t h e  Hoover I n s t i t u -  
t i o n .  See Appendix F. 



Livermore: San Rafae l  house, and we v i s i t e d  them i n  Sweden. They were 
complaining b i t t e r l y  about t h e  weal th  tax .  So t h e i r  t a x e s  a r e  
a t  about 1 percent  a year  on t h e i r  weal th .  Which means, f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  i f  you a r e  land poor and don ' t  have t h e  cash t o  pay 
it, then  you've got  t o  sel l  some land .  It's a tough t ax .  

I remember too ,  t h a t  B i l l  Roth, whom I knew c a s u a l l y ,  
when he r a n  f o r  governor,  unsuccess fu l ly  [ i n  19741, he proposed 
a weal th  t ax .  So i t  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  s u b j e c t . '  

Morris:  That sounds s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  l o c a l  p rope r ty  t a x .  

Livermore: It i s  s i m i l a r ,  b u t  t h e  problem is--I am beginning t o  remember 
now. You f l a s h  a b e l l .  One of my c a b i n e t  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w a s  
t h a t  i f  a man has a c a t t l e  ranch which i s  assessed  a t  a m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s ,  then he pays a tax .  But t h e  same man, of course ,  can 
t ake  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  and pu t  i t  i n  municipal  bonds and he 
doesn ' t  pay any t ax .  So t h a t ' s  how i t  r e l a t e s  t o  l and  use.  I 
remember now. So i t  is  a pena l ty ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  on land  use .  

I f  you want t o  look f o r  i t  a t  t h e  Hoover I n s t i t u t i o n ,  i t  
is  my cab ine t  i s s u e ,  number R-74-37. The d a t e  I submit ted i t  
t o  t h e  c a b i n e t  w a s  June 10. 1974. The t i t l e  was "The land  
and wea l th  t a x  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  l and  use."  Apparently i t  j u s t  
go t  l o s t  i n  t h e  s h u f f l e .  My no te s  show t h a t  t h e  June 27 
l c a b i n e t  meeting] took i t  up, b u t  t h a t  was one of t h e  meetings 
t h a t  I had t o  m i s s  f o r  some reason. 

Then apparent ly  I brought i t  up aga in  on August 15 ,  when 
i t  w a s  aga in  de fe r r ed .  So of course  t h e r e  were only  t h r e e  more 
months . 

Morris:  By then  t h i n g s  were g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  campaign. 

Livermore: I a m  i n t r i g u e d .  See, t h e  cab ine t  i s s u e s  a s  w e  went a long,  they 
were heav i ly  l abe l ed ,  "decision" o r  "information." Obviously, 
t he  "information1' w a s  j u s t  t o  keep .  t h e  governor informed. This  
was a d e c i s i o n  i s s u e ,  so  I must have requested.  I t h i n k  i t  
f e l l  by t h e  wayside. 

Morris :  Were you i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  i d e a  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of 
equ i ty  o r  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of revenues f o r  t h e  s t a t e ?  

Livermore: Well, I t h i n k  I was i n t e r e s t e d  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of i t s  
a f f e c t  on l and  use  and e q u i t y  both.  On a l a r g e r  s c a l e ,  I don ' t  
know how many c a b i n e t  i s s u e s  I had on i t ,  bu t  I have always f e l t  
and s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of weal th  is  enormously 
important .  Look a t  t h e  Cen t r a l  American c o u n t r i e s  r i g h t  now. 



Livermore: We appa ren t ly ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  have enough weal th  d i f f u s i o n  i n  
t h i s  country so  t h a t  t h e r e  i s n ' t  too  much unhappiness about 
i t .  

We hea r  about t h e  Rocke fe l l e r s  and t h e  o l d  weal th  and t h e  
s i n g l e  t a x ;  Henry George and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  On t h e  o t h e r  
hand, t h e r e  i s  so  much new weal th ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e r e  i n  Cal i for -  
n i a ,  t h e  e lec t ronics - - in  Texas maybe t h e  o i l  people--that 
p o l i t i c a l l y ,  I have s o r t  of a gu t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  people  a r e n ' t  
t h a t  envious of weal th.  I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. Of cour se  when 
we g e t  i n  t h e  lower f i f t h  of t h e  popula t ion ,  i t  is  a t e r r i b l e  
problem, t h e  poverty.  

Another reason i t  i n t e r e s t s  me j u s t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y ,  and I 
have never  dug i n t o  i t ,  i t  t i e s  i n  somewhat w i t h . t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  
t ax- f ree  i n t e r e s t  p lan .  Remember F rank l in  Roosevelt  t r i e d  t o  
promote l e g i s l a t i o n  where no one could be  pa id  more than $25,000 
a yea r ;  t h a t  w a s  t h e  same theme. 

But i f  you conf i sca t ed  a l l  t h e  weal th of people over ,  say 
h a l f  a m i l l i o n ,  whatever you t ake ,  i t  doesn ' t  r e a l l y  amount t o  
t h a t  much t o  t h e  masses. But a l s o ,  my b ro the r  Putnam--do you 
know my b ro the r  Putnam? 

Morris  : I know he  was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Republican p a r t y  when you were i n  
t h e  cab ine t .  

Livermore: Well, I don ' t  want t o  t a k e  too  much time b e f o r e  w e  start, b u t  
I can th ink  of kind of an amusing s to ry .  Putnam w a s  on t h i s  
s u b j e c t  w i th  some f a i r l y  l i b e r a l ,  l e t ' s  s ay ,  Democrat. On t h e  
s u b j e c t  of i n h e r i t a n c e  and weal th  t h i s  man s a i d ,  "Well," h e  
s a i d ,  " these  Rocke fe l l e r s  and Mellons and whoever they  a r e ,  
t hese  huge wealthy people,  i t  ought t o  be taken away from them." 
He s a i d ,  "Nobody should be allowed t o  i n h e r i t  more than,"  I 
th ink  h e  s a i d ,  "$80,000. I '  

So t h e  conversa t ion  went on and on and Put  asked h i m ,  
"By t h e  way, what i s  t h e  approximate vcrlue of your e s t a t e ? "  
He s a i d ,  '1$80,000. 'I ]  l a u g h t e r ]  

Morris  : Good th inking .  

Livermore: You can s e e  t h a t  was whose ox i s  gored. 

Morris:  Well, and t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  I f  t h a t  i s  what i s  coming i n ,  
$80,000 is a good round sum. 

Do you r e c a l l  how t h e  c a b i n e t  f e l t  about t h i s  i s s u e  when i t  
came up f o r  d i scuss ion ,  and how M r .  Reagan f e l t  about  i t ?  



Livermore: That i s  where Molly [S turges  T u t h i l l ]  could he lp .  You would 
have t o  g e t  t h e  minutes.  It w a s  somewhat s t a r t l i n g ,  I t h i n k  
[ t o  them]. I don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  Reagan would have been t h a t  
happy about i t .  Apparently,  and t h a t  i s  why I a m  myself 
i n t r i g u e d  t o  r e c a l l  i t ,  i t  had some kind of land  u s e  implica-  
t i o n s .  Maybe a c t u a l l y  I had prepared a b i l l ;  I don ' t  
remember. Things go t  a l i t t l e  h e c t i c  toward t h e  end t h e r e ,  
you know. 

Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h i s ,  of course ,  Brown w a s  e l ec t ed .  We 
s t a r t e d  ga the r ing  our  papers  f o r  Molly. Molly might have 
something t h a t  would r e f r e s h  your memory. Of course ,  she  pre-  
sumably has  Ed Thomas's no te s ,  who was t h e  cab ine t  s e c r e t a r y .  

We were given n o t e s  on a c t i o n  on cab ine t  i s s u e s .  Before 
Thomas came aboard t h e r e  w a s  a g a l  who took down voluminous 
minutes of what everybody s a i d  around t h e  t a b l e .  But a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  t h a t  f i n a l l y  got  t o  be too  much, s o  they  only  kep t  
a c t i o n  r e s u l t s .  Thomas may have had some o t h e r  no te s ,  which 
would b e  very i n t e r e s t i n g .  

S e c r e t a r i e s  t o  t h e  Cabinet 

Morr i s  : I n  working wi th  t h e  papers  a t  t h e  Hoover, t h e  cab ine t  no te s  
t h a t  I have seen  a r e  much more i n  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  than  
they a r e  by 1973, 1974. 

Livermore: Yes, i t  i s  j u s t  t h e  name of t h e  game, I guess.  W e  s t a r t e d  out  
wi th  B i l l  C lark  who w a s  t h e  c a b i n e t  s e c r e t a r y .  We had t h e  
same one-page i s sue . fo rma t .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  they  were d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o  about fou r  o r  f i v e  people bes ides  ourse lves .  By t h e  t i m e  
we f i n i s h e d  i n  1974, I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  about twenty-eight 
copies  going ou t  . 

Morris  : That i s  one of t h e  ques t ions  I am most i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  You 
were one of t h e  few people who w a s  i n  t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e  and 
c a b i n e t  f o r  t h e  whole e i g h t  yea r s .  It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  t r y  
and t r a c e  what k ind  of changes t h e r e  were from t h e  way Reagan 
r an  t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  term and then  i n  t h e  
second term. 

Livermore: I guess  I am r e a l l y  t h e  only person who was t h e r e  f o r  t h e  f u l l  
e i g h t  y e a r s ,  t h a t  is, i n  t h e  c a b i n e t  i t s e l f .  Even Ed Meese 
I don' t  t h i n k  w a s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  v e r y  beginning.  He came a s  



Livermore: l e g a l  counsel .*  B a s i c a l l y ,  i n  terms of t h e  execut ive  s e c r e t a r y ,  
f i r s t  t h e r e  was B a t t a g l i a .  H e  was t h e r e  f o r  only about s i x  
months.** H e  was j u s t  impossible  from my po in t  of view. I 
remember t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an appointment w i th  him. He had h i s  day 
scheduled i n ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  s o r t  of ten-minute s e c t i o n s .  H e  w a s  
j u s t  unbel ievable .  

So then  B i l l  Clark took over;  he  was t h e  execu t ive  
s e c r e t a r y ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  f o r  about two yea r s .  Then Meese 
succeeded him. So t o  g e t  back t o  your ques t ion ,  Meese was 
l e g a l  counsel .  I f i r s t  m e t  Meese a f t e r  B a t t a g l i a  l e f t .  Anyway, 
I guess,  r e a l l y ,  I am t h e  only person except  t h e  governor him- 
s e l f  who was a cab ine t  member f o r  t h e  whole e i g h t  yea r s .  I t  
seems so  r ecen t  and y e t  s o  long ago now. 

Morris  : Things do s o r t  of speed up. You have mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
by t h e  end of t h e  second admin i s t r a t i on ,  t h e r e  seemed t o  be. 
many more people  involved i n  t h e  informat ion  ga the r ing  and 
r e f e r r i n g  process .  

Livermore: D e f i n i t e l y .  While B a t t a g l i a  was execut ive  s e c r e t a r y ,  t h e  
cab ine t  met i n  B i l l  C l a rk ' s  o f f i c e .  It s t a r t e d  o u t  a s  j u s t  a 
smaller room than  t h i s  w i th  another  room f o r  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  who, 
i n c i d e n t a l l y  a s  I r e c a l l ,  was Helene Von Damm who is now, of 
course,  r i g h t  next  door  t o  t h e  p re s iden t .  

W e  s o r t  of l i n e d  t h i n g s  up i n  B i l l   lark's o f f i c e .  Then 
we met w i t h  t h e  governor. It was a p a r t  of a two-jump t h i n g  
a s  I r e c a l l .  Then when B a t t a g l i a  l e f t ,  w e  moved t h e  whole 
process  over  i n t o  t h e  so-cal led cab ine t  room. 

I remember B a t t a g l i a  unfavorably i n  p a r t i c u l a r  connect ion 
wi th  t h e  redwood park. The h o t t e s t  i s s u e  when I came aboard was 
t h e  redwood park, and we had a l l  k inds  of cab ine t  d i scuss ion  
on i t .  Then when t h e r e  came a time t o  go back t o  Congress t o  
t e s t i f y  on t h e  cab ine t  p o s i t i o n  which was decided upon based 
on t h e  many Cabinet i s s u e s  I had prepared,  B a t t a g l i a  j u s t  r a n  
t o  Washington w i t h  t h e  b a l l  completely.  

Almost l i t e r a l l y ,  a s  he  was l eav ing  t o  c a t c h  t h e  a i r p l a n e ,  
h e  s a i d ,  "Tel l  m e  what t o  say,"  k ind  of a th ing .  S ince  t h e  
i s s u e  was s o  enormously complex and c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  I wasn ' t  

*January 1967-January 1969. 

**January through August, 1967. 



Livermore: a l l  t h a t  unhappy about no t  going. Except of course,  I was 
miffed because he was r e a l l y  speaking wi th  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  .' 

background knowledge. 

A s  I r e c a l l ,  and t h i s  i s  a mat ter  of anc ien t  h i s t o r y ,  
t he re  were a l l  kinds of headl ines  based on what he s a i d ,  based 
i n  p a r t  on what I had b r i e f e d  him v i a  t h e  cabinet .  Then a s  soon 
a s  he came back t o  Sacramento, t h e r e  was a l l  k inds  of s t u t t e r i n g  
around. I s o r t  of took over. I l a t e r  went back t o  Washington. 

The second t i m e  I th ink  I went wi th  him. I th ink  I have 
a kind of a funny p i c t u r e .  [Goes t o  g e t  p i c t u r e .  Tape of f  
b r i e f l y ]  

Here we a re .  It is q u i t e  a group. 

Morris : 

Livermore : 

Morris : 

Livermore : 

Morris : 

Livermore : 

Morris  : 

Livermore : 

I n  Washington? 

Yes. That was a good f r i e n d ,  Don Clausen; and B a t t a g l i a  i n  t h e  
middle; and B i l l  Clark. 

This  i s  Ba t t ag l i a?  

This  i s  B a t t a g l i a .  This  i s  q u i t e  a group now; t h i s  is  t h e  
famous Jack Kemp. H e  was i n  Sacramento then.  This i s  Congress- 
man Don Clausen. This  i s  B i l l  Clark-his i s  Ba t t ag l i a ,  and 
t h i s ,  of course,  is  myself. This i s  a fe l low named Gil len-  
waters .  

Ed Gil lenwaters .  

Ed Gil lenwaters ,  a l i k e a b l e  fe l low,  whom I haven ' t  heard about 
a t  a l l  r ecen t ly .  H e  was the  s t a t e ' s  Washington rep resen ta t ive .  

Would Gil lenwaters  have been the  man t h a t  s e t  up t h e  congres- 
s i o n a l  hearings3 

Yes, a t  t h a t  t i m e .  That was A p r i l  of 1967, Ray L i t t l e  of 
National  Park Service.  As I r e c a l l  i t ,  gosh, I only went up 
t h e r e  i n  January; i t  was e i t h e r  be fo re  t h i s  o r  a f te rwards  t h a t  
B a t t a g l i a  went back by h imsel f .  W e  s o r t  of confer red ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l  i t ;  we m e t  with t h e  OMB [U.S. Of f i ce  of Managment and 
Budget] people; t h a t  was when I was f i r s t  introduced t o  them. 
They were, of course, i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  f i n a n c i a l  impl ica t ions .  

Then, of c o u r s e , . t h e r e  was a huge f i g h t ,  and t h e r e  was a 
schism between t h e  Save t h e  Redwoods League and t h e  S i e r r a  
Club, and we were r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle. It ended up t h a t  i t  
wasn't s e t t l e d  u n t i l  October of 1968, a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  



Livermore: When B a t t a g l i a  l e f t ,  i s  an important watershed, because a f t e r  
t h a t  B i l l  Clark took over.  Then, r a t h e r  t o  a l o t  of people ' s  
s u r p r i s e  he l e f t  f o r  t h i s  judgeship, then Meese took over.  I 
th ink  B i l l  w a s  t h e r e  f o r  about a year  and a h a l f . *  

Then, g e t t i n g  back t o  cab ine t  mechanics, I th ink  most of 
the time t h a t  B i l l  was t h e r e ,  t h e r e  w a s  a succession of cabinet  
s e c r e t a r i e s .  Win Adams was cabinet  sec re t a ry .  A t  f i r s t  he 
w a s  my deputy i n  Resources and then he  went t o  t h e  cab ine t  f o r  
a while .  Then he had a marvelous German g i r l  a s  sec re t a ry .  
Of course,  t hese  c r o s s - t i e s  a r e  endless .  She is the  one t h a t  
took a l l  of t h e  no tes  t h a t  Molly has now, when Win Adams w a s  
t h e  cab ine t  sec re t a ry .  

Then, he  wanted ou t ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  He was a r e a l  work 
horse  and a f i n e  fel low. He was a campaign type. Then he  w a s  
appointed t o  t h e  Water Resource Control  Board, which h e  wanted 
a s  a l e s s  onerous spot .  That is when Ed Thomas--seems t o  me 
t h a t  Thomas and Meese kind of came together .  

Morris : E a r l  Coke w a s  cab ine t  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  s i x  months i n  there .  

Livermore: Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  E a r l  Coke, oh, I could t a l k  a l l  morning 
about E a r l  Coke. Yes, he  followed Win Adams, I think.  

Morris : Yes, he  d id  f o r  about s i x  months.** I wondered i f  t h a t  was 
an i n t e r i m  th ing ,  o r  i f  t h e  governor had thought t h a t  a cabinet  
person could a l s o  take  over a s  cabinet  sec re t a ry .  

Livermore: Very good ques t ion ,  very good ques t ion .  You would have t o  
check o the r  sources  on t h a t .  But I do remember mainly about 
Coke. He was very possess ive  of the  pr ivacy of  the  governor. 
He may have been r i g h t .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  governor's t ime 
should be very zealously guarded i n  terms of scheduling.  

I had a r e a l  t i f f  wi th  Coke because Ray Arnet t ,  who i s  now 
number two o r  number t h r e e  t o  Watt, wanted t o  have t h e  governor-- 
a very simple request--be photographed i s s u i n g  a hunting l i c e n s e  
t o  somebody, don' t  ask  me who. It was j u s t  a t y p i c a l  PR thing.  
Five minutes of h i s  t ime wi th  t h e  governor and t3is person, 
whoever i t  was, g iv ing  him a l i c e n s e .  He was doing hundreds 
of t h i s  kind of th ing .  



Livermore: Coke--it was be fo re  t h e  Dos Rios squabble--but anyway he  s a i d ,  
"No, t h e  governor is  t o o  busy." So I went around Coke. I 
s a i d ,  "To h e l l  wi th  t h i s ;  t h i s  i s  r id i cu lous . "  Af t e r  one 
cab ine t  meeting, I j u s t  walked up t o  t h e  governor. I s a i d ,  
"Governor, we a r e  no t  going t o  be loved i f  you can 't g ive  f i v e  
minutes of your time t o  t h i s  person." He s a i d  "yes," r i g h t  
away, so  w e  did i t .  

Coke was e f f i c i e n t  o t h e r  t han  t h a t .  Then i t  went from 
B i l l  Clark t o  Win Adams t o  Coke; then  Thomas, I guess ,  was 
cab ine t  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  f i v e  o r  s i x  yea r s .  Thomas and Meese were 
i t  f o r  a long t i m e .  It was w i t h  Meese and Thomas, a s  I r e c a l l  
i t ,  t h a t  t h e  minutes became l e s s  voluble .  A s  r e sou rces  s e c r e t a r y ,  
I never  go t  t h e  s i d e  i s s u e  minutes,  you might say ,  n o r  was I 
i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  minutes  of t h e  o t h e r  c a b i n e t  
o f f i c e r s .  I j u s t  go t  my s t u f f .  I do have t h i s  index of them, 
but  when I l e f t  Sacramento, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I r e t a i n e d  any of t h e  
i s s u e s  themselves.  

I have a few, I t h i n k ,  on some of t h e  b igge r  t h ings  l i k e  
t h e  redwood park  and t h e  Dos Rios and t h e  wi ld  r i v e r s .  I have 
a few of them, bu t  we were t o l d  q u i t e  emphat ical ly  no t  t o  t a k e  
anything t h a t  was important .  You know, they  s a i d ,  "Don't t ake  
anything t h a t  i s  important  home w i t h  you." 

Morr i s  : This  was i n  1974, when your c o l l e c t i n g  f o r  t h e  a r c h i v e s  began? 

Livermore: Yes. Molly came around. She took some s t u f f  h e r s e l f  and took 
a few no te s .  Then w e  had a couple  of roundtables .  She probably 
has some on t a p e  of s t r i c t l y  impromptu and f r a n k l y  no t  t oo  w e l l  
b r i e f e d  i n  advance.* We were asked t o  g i v e  what we thought 
were t h e  most important  t h i n g s  i n  o u r  d a i l y  work. 

So I d i d  t ake  about  e i g h t y  boxes worth of s t u f f ,  bu t  none 
of i t  d id  I t h i n k  was, i n  my judgment, important  t o  S tanford  
o r  t h e  governor. O r  i f  i t  was, i t  w a s  j u s t  a d u p l i c a t e .  

A l o t  of correspondence. I have thrown most of i t  away 
because a l o t  of i t  was j u s t  c h a f f ,  b u t  I s t i l l  have e i g h t  o r  
t en  boxes of s t u f f .  

*Roundtable s t a f f  d i s c u s s i o n s  were recorded on December 17 and 
18, 1974, summarizing accomplishments and concerns of t h e  
Reagan admin i s t r a t i on .  Tapes a r e  i n  t h e  Hoover I n s t i t u t i o n .  



Morr is  : You a r e  probably t h e  only person who has  taken t h e  time t o  go 
through and, as you say,*weed o u t  t h e  n o n e s s e n t i a l  t h ings .  

Livermore: I may be, yes .  It wasn't  t h a t  hard.  It i s  a cons t an t  problem. 
J u s t  t h e  o t h e r  day, I had about f o u r  f o l d e r s  on Reagan's 
e a r l i e r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaigns. I moved my o f f i c e ,  whatever 
you want t o  c a l l  i t ,  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  den. I threw it  a l l  away. 
I f igu red  w e l l ,  he  is p r e s i d e n t  now. 

Morris  : You mean t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  were going on i n  1968 and 1972? 

Livermore: Well, y e s ,  i n  1968 and 1972, I had q u i t e  a  f i l e .  This  was 
be fo re  he  w a s  e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t .  What I d i d  throw away w a s  
something t h a t  I wish I had not .  It i s  a n i c e  l i t t l e  pamphlet 
g iv ing  what they c a l l  t h e  Reagan Alumni. Molly might have 
some of those.  

It g i v e s  phone numbers and addresses  of a l l  t h e  Reagan 
appoin tees ,  and I j u s t  apparent ly  threw i t  away. When we were 
going t o  t h i s  barbeque, I wanted t o  g e t  i t ,  bu t  you j u s t  c a n ' t  
hang on t o  every th ing .  P a r t  of our  reason  i s  t h a t  we don ' t  
know how much longer  we w i l l  be  i n  t h i s  b i g  house, b u t  we a r e  
j u s t  r a t t l i n g  around, and we kind of keep t e l l i n g  ou r se lves  
every now and then ,  "We have go t  t o  g e t  r i d  of some of t h i s  
s t u f f .  I' 

Some Cam~ainn  Memories 

Morris  : Were you a s  a  cab ine t  member asked t o  lend a hand w i t h  some of 
t h e  soundings t h a t  went on i n  t hose  e a r l y  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e f f o r t s ?  

Livermore: Well, ye s  and no. We were i n v i t e d  and d id  go t o  Miami i n  1968 
which was very i n t e r e s t i n g .  We f r ank ly  d i d n ' t  do a  t h i n g  
t h e r e  o t h e r  than  j u s t  have fun  i n  t h e  swe l t e r ing  h e a t .  I t h i n k  
it w a s  June. 

We, of course ,  knew t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r s  very w e l l .  
I remember s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  g a l l e r y  and a l l  t h e  hubbub. It was 
r e a l l y  e x c i t i n g ,  bu t  I w a s  n o t  a  de l ega te .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  we 
were j u s t  allowed t o  purchase,  I t h i n k ,  mostly a t  our  own 
expense, a  round t r i p  t o  Miami. It was f a s c i n a t i n g .  

Also, I r e t a i n e d  a  l i t t l e  s t u f f .  I r a n  ac ros s  i t  j u s t  
t h e  o t h e r  day, from Tom Reed, who is  i n c i d e n t a l l y  back working 
now wi th  B i l l  Clark. We have some s o r t  of campaign s t u f f  i n  



Livermore: 1968. We had a few conferences i n  Sacramento, bu t  I was n o t  
a t  a l l  a c t i v e .  Nor, a s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  was I a c t i v e  p r i o r  
t o  going t o  Sacramento. That  i s  why i t  was a major bombshell 
t o  me t o  be appointed. 

I had been very a c t i v e  i n  t h e  F i r s t  Congressional  D i s t r i c t ,  
p o l i t i c a l l y .  But, n o t  i n  t h e  Reagan-for-governor campaign. I 
knew very w e l l  and s t i l l  count him a s  a good f r i e n d ,  a f e l l ow 
named B i l l  Roberts .  

Morris  : Yes, S t u a r t  spence r ' s  p a r t n e r .  

Livermore: S t u a r t  Spencer ' s  p a r t n e r .  The Don Clausen campaign must have 
been i n  1962, I th ink .  We h i r ed  B i l l  Roberts ;  i t  was one of h i s  
f i r s t  b i g  assignments.  That was t h e  somewhat dramat ic  campaign 
when Clem Miller was k i l l e d  i n  a n  a i r p l a n e ,  and he  defea ted  
Clausen a s  a deceased candidate .* 

So we had t o  t u r n  r i g h t  around aga in ,  and run  aga in ,  and 
have a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  That was January of 1963. That was 
r e a l l y  tough. I remember p leading  wi th  Cap Weinberger f o r  some 
s t a t e  f inanc ing .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  I remember Cap s a i d ,  ' W e l l ,  
t h e  s t a t e  committee probably d o e s n ' t  even have enough money t o  
pay t h e i r  own phone b i l l s . "  That was j u s t  a f t e r  Nixon was 
de fea t ed .  Remember he r an  f o r  governor a g a i n s t  P a t  Brown. 

Morr i s  : Right .  

Livermore: I remember Cap s o  w e l l  then.  W e  had lunch-- this  i s  an  a s i d e ,  
bu t  kind of amusing. Cap s a i d ,  "Well, we d o n ' t  even have 
enough money t o  pay t h e  phone b i l l s .  I w i l l  t e l l  you what. 
There is  a f e l l o w  from Colorado." I t h i n k  h i s  name was King. 
"We'll have lunch  wi th  him a t  t h e  Fairmont." Which we d id .  

Th i s  was a f e l l ow,  I t h i n k  he l a t e r  was convicted of f raud  
o r  something. Anyway, h e  was a very personable guy. H e  had 
been a g r e a t  f u n d r a i s e r  i n  Colorado. So we d id  have lunch wi th  
him, and about  a l l  he d i d  i n  e f f e c t ,  was say what he  had done 
i n  Colorado which i s  s tandard  s t u f f .  H e  had a l i s t  of b i g  
donors and had meetings and s o  f o r t h  and so  on. 

*Miller d ied  i n  an a i r p l a n e  acc iden t  on October 7, 1962, and 
i n  t h e  November e l e c t i o n  rece ived  100,962 vo te s  t o  Clausen's 
97,949. 



Livermore: The th ing  I remember wi th  p a r t i c u l a r  amusement, when we 
f i n i s h e d  Cap s a i d ,  "Well, a r e  you going back t o  your o f f i c e ? "  
( I  was i n  San Franc isco  wi th  t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber Company) and 
he  s a i d ,  "I'll g ive  you a r i de . "  I s a i d ,  "Fine." So we went 
ou t ,  and i t  was Powell S t r e e t  o r  somewhere and Cap gave m e  a 
r i d e  downtown. I swear i t  w a s  abo.ut a 1931 model Chevrolet .  
It was t h e  most d e c r e p i t  c a r .  

I s a i d ,  "Well, Cap , I 1  I s a i d  in a f r i e n d l y  way because I 
knew him p r e t t y  w e l l ,  I s a i d ,  "Well, gee Cap, i t  is kind of 
an o ld  c a r  you a r e  d r i v i n g ,  i s n ' t  i t ? "  H e  s a i d ,  "Well, yes ,"  
he s a i d ,  "I am s t i l l  paying o f f  my debt  when I r a n  f o r  a t t o r n e y  
genera l .  I' Which h e  d id ,  I guess ,  i n  1954. I thought t o  myself ,  
he re  i s  a g r e a t  guy, and I guess  he  was. I don ' t  know how b i g  
a deb t  i t  w a s ,  bu t  h e  has  come a long way s i n c e  then. 

Morris  : He i s  a determined fe l low,  and h e  seems t o  have very s t rong ,  
c l e a r  i d e a s  about government o rgan iza t ion .  

Livermore: Yes, oh, yes ,  very smart .  I always l i k e d  Cap. I d o n ' t  know him 
q u i t e  a s  w e l l  as my ,b ro the r  does,  b u t  I know him p r e t t y  w e l l .  
He was a he lp  on s e v e r a l  t h ings .  But anyway, l e t ' s  see, how 
d id  we g e t  on t h a t  s u b j e c t ?  

Morris  : Rais ing  money f o r  Don Clausen ' s  1962 campaign. 

Livermore: Oh yes .  Well, we r a i s e d  $80,000 f o r  t h e  November campaign, and 
then i n  January we had t o  r a i s e  another  $80,000 o r  so. So he  
and I became p r e t t y  w e l l  acquainted a t  t h a t .  

A s  I say,  I d i d n ' t  do too  much i n  t h e  1966 campaign-- 
d i d n ' t  f e e l  I could t a k e  t h a t  much t i m e  from P a c i f i c  Lumber. 
I d i d  s e e  B i l l  Roberts  occas iona l ly .  One t i m e  i t  was a t  a 
fundra i s ing  lunch i n  San Francisco.  H e  in t roduced  me t o  Tom 
Reed, and I remember Reed asked me what I thought about Cap 
f o r  s e c r e t a r y  of Resources.  

Morris  : And what d id  you say? 

Livermore: A s  I r e c a l l ,  I sa id  he  was a very b r i g h t  fe l low,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  
b e l i e v e  h e  had much exper ience  wi th  t h e  environment; though 
he d i d  have a hand i n  s e t t i n g  up t h e  water  department when he 
was i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

T h a t ' s  why I was so s u r p r i s e d  when l a t e r  on they asked m e  
t o  be Resources s e c r e t a r y .  



Morris  : When t h e  Governor d id  ask  you, d id  you t a l k  t o  Cap o r  anyone 
e l s e  about t h e  pros  and cons of jo in ing  t h e  admin i s t r a t ion?  

Livermore: Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  But Don Clausen came by my house he re  one 
day and t a lked  t o  me f o r  about two hours, a l l  about how t h e  
redwood park was a t e r r i b l e  i s s u e  t h a t  would t e a r  me apa r t .  

Morris : What was Congressman Clausen's concern? 

Livermore: Well, I th ink  h i s  concern was p a r t l y  genuinely f o r  m e  pe r sona l ly ,  
i n  terms of t h e  p res su res ;  w e  were r e a l l y  q u i t e  c l o s e  j u s t  i n  
a p o l i t i c a l  way. You could say I was h i s  guru f o r  about t h r e e  
campaigns. I th ink ,  i t  was a l s o  h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t ,  Marin 
being b a s i c a l l y  preservat ion-oriented and Humboldt County and 
P a c i f i c  Lumber being b a s i c a l l y  t h e  opposi te ,  i t  was an almost 
impossible formula t o  t ack le .  

Morris  : Right ,  so Clausen r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  want a redwood park  t h a t  he 
had t o  d e a l  wi th  i n  h i s  own congressional  d i s t r i c t .  

Livermore: That i s  c o r r e c t .  We a r e  s t i l l  f r i e n d s ,  bu t  of course w e  ended 
up a t  j u s t  oppos i te  poles  because h i s  sugges t ion  f o r  a park was 
r e a l l y  inadequate,  p o l i t i c a l l y .  Environmentally i t  mainly 
cons is ted  of tu rn ing  t h e  s t a t e  parks over t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  govern- 
ment, which, of course,  t o  t h i s  day has n o t  occurred. The 
compromise cons is ted  of t h i s ,  I o f t e n  c a l l  i t  a hyphenated 
park because r e a l l y  t h e  b e s t  parks  of t h e  "nat ional"  park  a r e  
r e a l l y  t h e  t h r e e  s t a t e  parks.  

Morris  : Right.  

Livermore: The p o s i t i o n  we f i n a l l y  evolved, which was b a s i c a l l y  my sugges- 
t i o n  t o  t h e  governor and t h e  cab ine t ,  was t o  n o t  g ive  up the  
s t a t e  parks un les s  the re .was  an  equivalent  f e d e r a l  exchange 
which t o  t h i s  day has never  occurred. 

Caspar Weinberger, Verne O r r ,  and t h e  Department 
of Finance 

Morris  : Was Tom Reed, would you say ,  looking f o r  l i b e r a l  people o r  
conservat ive people o r  what, when he was looking f o r  people 
t o  t ake  var ious  government jobs? 

Livermore: Well, t h a t  is a very good ques t ion .  He was appointment 
s e c r e t a r y  f o r  perhaps a year .  I know Tom p r e t t y  w e l l .  I 
worked f o r  him p a r t  time in Washington a f t e r  I l e f t  Sacramento 



Livermore: f o r  about s i x  months consu l t ing  i n  t h e  Department of Defense. 
I would say he ( these  terms g e t  so  over-worked) he was very 
l o y a l  t o  Reagan; loved t h e  combat and t h e  glamor, you might 
say ,  of p o l i t i c a l  campaigning. 

The f a c t  t h a t  he  mentioned Weinberger t o  m e  when I f i r s t  
met him and a l s o  i n  h i s  gene ra l  demeanor i n  Sacramento, I 
wouldn't  c a l l  him t h a t  conserva t ive .  

Morris:  Was he advocat ing Weinberger? 

Livermore: No, when I f i r s t  met him--I t o l d  you about i t - -here  i n  San Rafae l ,  
he simply asked m e  what I thought of Weinberger a s  a candida te  
f o r  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Resources. A s  I j u s t  t o l d  you, I thought he  
was j u s t  a top  person,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  know how much environmental 
experience he  had had. Then l a t e r ,  i t  seems t o  me, Tom had l e f t  
Sacramento before  Weinberger had come a s  d i r e c t o r  of Finance. 
The amusing th ing  about Cap t o  me, a s  w e l l  a s  I know him, is 
when t h a t  was mentioned i n  Sacramento, I remember d i s t i n c t l y  
t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few queazy f e e l i n g s  along t h e  l i n e  t h a t  
Weinberger i s  too  l i b e r a l :  Gee whiz, do w e  r e a l l y  want him up 
here? 

Morris:  This  i s  queazy f e e l i n g s  i n  t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e ?  

Livermore: Yes, a s  t o  h i s  being too  l i b e r a l .  I t h i n k  I may have mentioned 
t h i s  t o  Ann--don't a sk  my why, but  t h e  longer  I was i n  Sacra- 
mento, t h e  more l i b e r a l  I became on many i s s u e s .  I would say 
t h a t  Weinberger's evo lu t ion  has  been somewhat t h e  r eve r se .  

I remember hea r ing  him g ive  a t a l k  he re  a t  Dominican 
[College]  about t h r e e  y e a r s  ago, a f t e r  he had gone wi th  Bechtel ,  
and h e  was very conserva t ive .  So why t h a t  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  
evo lu t ion  i n  thought has occurred,  I don't  r e a l l y  know. 

I suppose my environmental i n t e r e s t s  tended t o  draw me t o  
more l i b e r a l  pos i t i ons .  I know t h e  water  people,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  
I guess they s t i l l  r e a l l y  h ~ v e  i t  i n  f o r  me. I have a very  
amusing c l i p  from t h e  Sacramento Bee. I t h i n k  I may have showed 
i t  t o  Ann. It i s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Morris : When Weinberger d i d  come t o  Sacramento a s  d i r e c t o r  of Finance 
[March 19681, d id  t h a t  make a n o t i c e a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  how the  
cab ine t  group funct ioned;  t h e  k inds  of budgetary concerns and 
t h e  spending p a t t e r n s  t h a t  were developed? 

Livermore: Well, l e t ' s  see .  The f i r s t  Finance d i r e c t o r  was a f e l l o w  named 
Smith. He was a l i t t l e  l i k e  Ba t t ag l i a .  He was a k ind  of a ,  
somewhat of a grandstander ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him 
t h a t  much. You see ,  i n  those  e a r l y  days t h e r e  wasn ' t  t h a t  good 
a l i a i s o n .  Was t h e r e  someone between him and Cap? 



Morris  : I don ' t  t h i n k  so. There may have been an a c t i n g  person. 

Livermore: I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was. 

Morr i s  : A d i r e c t o r  of Finance d i d n ' t  meet w i th  t h e  c a b i n e t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
days? 

Livermore: W e l l ,  n o t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  Not a l l  t h e  time. Cap, of course,  
would always b e  t h e r e .  I n  Washington, he came t o  be known a s  
"Cap t h e  Knife ,"  which c e r t a i n l y  seems t o  be t h e  r e v e r s e  of 
what h e  i s  now i n  terms of boos t ing  expendi tures  i n  defense.  

No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any major d i f f e r e n c e .  Anything, of 
course ,  w i t h  a d o l l a r  s i g n  on i t  had t o  go through Finance. I 
remember t h e  people i n  a l l  of my va r ious  departments.  They used 
t o  j u s t  h a t e  Finance,  n o t  s o  much t h a t  they were always a l i d ,  
which w a s  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n ,  bu t  they would t r y  to--which I suppose 
was inevi table-- they n o t  only would say ,  "Well, you have got  
t o  c u t  t h i s  t e n  percent"  bu t  they would t e l l  them where t o  c u t  
it. That  used t o  r e a l l y  make people mad. I suppose t h a t  w a s  
throughout s t a t e  government, I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

Morris  : Was t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n  of a change t h a t  we have come a c r o s s  i n  some 
of t h e  cab ine t  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  p l a n s ?  I th ink  t h a t  i n  t h e  second 
r eo rgan iza t ion  t h e r e  w a s  a s h i f t  from t h e  department of Finance 
developing budgets  t o  t h e  departments  themselves developing 
budgets  which would then  have t o  go through Finance. There was 
some t a l k  t h a t  Finance w a s  doing too  much of the work t h a t  
should be done by departments.  

Livermore: W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  cons t an t  t a l k  of t h a t ,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  remember 
any major d i f f e r e n c e  i n  mechanics. Each budget y e a r ,  t h e  
Finance would f a n  people  o u t ;  I a m  t a l k i n g ,  of course ,  j u s t  of 
my agency, and they  would work wi th  department heads. They were 
always tough, b u t  I t h i n k  they got  a l i t t l e  less s o  i n  terms of 
what they would approve o r  no t  approve. 

One o t h e r  t h i n g  I remember about Finance pa r t i cu l a r ly - -  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on Verne Orr--I always f e l t  t h a t  Education go t  
too  much. Of course ,  I w a s  l i k e  any c a b i n e t  s e c r e t a r y ;  you a r e  
working on a p la t form of economy and y e t  when push comes t o  
shove, i t ' s  awful ly d i f f i c u l t  n o t  t o ,  you might say ,  s t and  up 
f o r  your t roops ,  t h a t  u s u a l l y  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  r eve r se .  Whether 
i t  is pa rks ,  o r  CDF [ C a l i f o r n i a  D iv i s ion  of Fo res t ry ] ,  o r  wa te r  
o r  what n o t ,  they have always got  great-sounding t h i n g s  they 
need, and make a good p i t c h  f o r  them. 



Livermore: Cap's s t a t emen t ,  which was s tandard  Finance, and you hear  i t  
down i n  Washington, "Well,  you can  t r y  t h i s  program, i f  you 
c u t  something else out. ' '  This  r e s u l t s  i n  an almost impossible  
equat ion.  P l u s ,  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  I soon l ea rned ,  i n  regard  t o  
Finance, and I guess  t h i s  is  s t i l l  t r u e  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  govern- 
ment. The r e l a t i o n  of t h e  Finance and t h e  va r ious  agencies  and 
departments t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  works something l i k e  t h i s :  No 
department head i s  allowed t o  save  anything.  Because i f  h e  does 
save on h i s  department o r  h i s  d i v i s i o n ,  a t  5 o r  10 pe rcen t  under 
t h e  budget,  then  next  yea r  when he  comes up t o  t h e  budget 
committee, t h e y ' l l  say,  "Well, what t h e  h e l l ,  you fooled us .  
You s a i d  you needed a  hundred m i l l i o n ,  and you only spent  n ine ty .  
So w e  a r e  going t o  t a k e  t h e  t e n  m i l l i o n  away from you.'' 

So t h e r e  is  no i n c e n t i v e  whatsoever t o  save  i n  government. 
It i s  a v i c ious  th ing .  And y e t  you can s o r t  of understand i t .  
The l e g i s l a t i v e  committee goes through t h e  budget by l i n e  i t e m .  
That was, having come ou t  of bus ines s ,  one of t h e  b i g g e s t  
disappointments  t o  me.  Of course  t h e r e  is  no such th ing  a s  a  
P and L, a  p r o f i t  and l o s s  s ta tement ,  i n  government. It j u s t  
doesn ' t  e x i s t .  

So g e t t i n g  back t o  your ques t ion  about say ,  Cap ve r sus  
Verne O r r ,  I don ' t  remember any r e a l l y  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
t h e  two. 

Morris  : Well, when i t  go t  t o  c a b i n e t  d i scuss ion ,  how much weight would 
t h e  Finance p o i n t  of view have i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  and i n  
dec i s ions  ? 

Livermore: Oh, they would have tremendous weight ,  tremendous weight .  A 
l o t  of t i m e s  i t  would have weight even i n  advance. For i n s t ance ,  
I remember a  sugges t ion  I had, and I can ' t  remember whether I 
brought i t  up a s  a  cab ine t  i s s u e ,  b u t  i t  had t o  do w i t 1  funding 
t h e  r e c e i p t s  t o  t h e  Jackson S t a t e  Forest--which were a  tremendous 
w i n d f a l l  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  

This  is  n o t  b i g  i n  terms of b i l l i o n s ,  b u t  { C  is  i n  terms 
of mi l l i ons .  I n o t i c e  t h a t  Huey Johnson, who is of course  now 
i n  my spo t ,  has  succeeded i n  doing what I never  succeeded i n  
doing. Namely, they t a k e  t h e  Jackson Fores t  stumpage revenues, 
and c a p i t a l i z e  t h e s e  o r  a t  l e a s t  they p u t  a l l  o r  p a r t  of them. 
in what is  c a l l e d  a "resources improvement fund. " I d o n ' t  have 
t h e  r i g h t  term. So they  a r e  us ing  some of t h e  w i n d f a l l  p r o f i t s  
from t h e  Jackson Fores t  t o  f u n d , . i n  p a r t ,  what they c a l l  t h e  
CFI, t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Fo res t  Improvement Program, and o t h e r  
s i m i l a r  Resources programs. 



Livermore: Well, when I was t h e r e ,  I mentioned t h i s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  
Verne O r r ,  and he j u s t  laughed. He s a i d ,  "No way w i l l  I permit  
you t o  do t h i s . "  So t h e r e  was a ques t ion  of r e b u f f ,  you might 
say. And t o  say  t h e r e  i s  some c l a u s e ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  
s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  i n  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  where i f  t h e r e  i s  any 
s u r p l u s  funds ,  educat ion g e t s  them a l l .  

Education Funding 

Livermore: One of t h e  impressions I came away from Sacramento w i t h ,  which 
might n o t  p l e a s e  you being connected w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  Bancroft ,  
was t h a t  t h e  educa tor  j u s t  g e t s  t oo  much. 

Morris  : Who spoke f o r  educa t ion  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t  meetings? 

Livermore: Well,  t h e r e  was a f e l l ow named Alex S h e r r i f f s .  He wasn ' t  a 
cab ine t  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  a s  I r e c a l l ,  he came aboard a f t e r  w e  had 
been t h e r e  two o r  t h r e e  yea r s .  He spoke f o r  educa t ion  and 
spoke very w e l l .  

H e  d i d n ' t  speak so  much, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  budgetwise a s  he  
d id  programwise wh i l e  t h e r e  was t h i s  b i l i n g u a l  educa t ion  funding. 
Of course ,  t h e  governor,  now p r e s i d e n t ,  f r e q u e n t l y  used t o  ask-- 
and I must s ay  t h a t  I s t i l l  wonder myself about t h e  classroom 
hours  of p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Berkeley f a c u l t y .  There was a l o t  of 
t a l k  about t h a t .  The huge PR budget,  even i n  t hose  days,  a t  
UC Berkeley,  of course  you are--are you a Berkeley coed 
graduate ,  by any chance? 

Morris  : No, I a m  a Yankee. 

Livermore: A Yankee? Oh w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  in your favor .  W e l l ,  no d i s f a v o r  
f o r  t h e  o t h e r  e i t h e r ,  b u t  t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  UC Berkeley, i n  
f a c t  t h e  whole educa t iona l  es tab l i shment  h a s ,  of course ,  t h e  
most enormous PR i n  t h i s  kind of an app le  p i e  and motherhood 
i s s u e .  Who i n  t h e  world can be a g a i n s t  educat ion? 

Y e t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  i n  s t a t i s t i c s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  has  about 10  
percent  of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  popula t ion ,  bu t  they  have 35 percent  of 
a l l  t h e  community c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  country.  So, we have a very 
vaunted educa t iona l  program, b u t  a l s o  t h e r e  i s  an  awful l o t ,  
seems t o  me, of over-education i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  opportunity. .  



Morris  : 

Livermore : 

Morris  : 

Livermore : 

Morris  : 

Livermore : 

Morr is  : 

Livermore: 

Morris  : 

Perhaps t h a t  is  s o r t  of t h e  legacy  of t h e  master  p l a n  f o r  h igher  
educat ion which had a t  one p o i n t  had a s  a p o l i c y  t h a t  every 
c h i l d  should have some c o l l e g e  educa t ion ,  which i s  an i n t e r -  
e s t  i n g  concept . 
Yes. 

Was t h e  spending f o r  educa t ion  because t h e r e  was concern about 
c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  needs o r  because of t h e  kind of spending 
requi red  by t h e  programs t h a t  were--? 

Well, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i t  w a s  j u s t  a bot tomless  p i t  a s  f a r  a s  I 
am concerned. Verne O r r ,  more than  once quoted t o  m e  some 
c lause .  I wouldn't remember i t s  t i t l e .  

There i s  a p i e c e  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  says  t h a t  
educa t ion  has  t h e  f i r s t  c la im on t h e  s t a t e  revenues. 

That ' s  t h e  one. Tha t ' s  t h e  one. So a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i n  t h e  case  
of Jackson F o r e s t ,  o r  o f f sho re  o i l ,  o r  whatever,  Verne O r r ,  
would quote t h a t  t o  me.  It turned ou t  l a t e r ,  I used t o  t e a s e  
him about i t ;  I t h i n k  he had a brother-in-law who w a s  a p ro fe s so r  
a t  one of t h e  s t a t e  co l l eges .  So w e  used t o  k i d  about  t h a t .  

I j ~ s t  t h i n k  t h e  world of Verne O r r ,  bu t  we were, you 
might s ay ,  f r i e n d l y  a n t a g o n i s t s .  But, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I would 
have t o  say  t h a t  he w a s  a l i t t l e  more l i b e r a l  than  Cap Wein- 
be rge r ,  j u s t  s o r t  of a s e a t  of t h e  p a n t s  r e a c t i o n .  He was 
h e l p f u l  t o  me on many environmental dec i s ions  even t h a t  d id  
involve  some funding . 
I n  what way? 

Well, I can ' t  t h i n k  of a s p e c i f i c  i n s t ance ,  bu t  I w a s  never  
a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  e i t h e r  of them. Maybe i t  w a s  j u s t  because 
Verne w a s  t h e r e  longer  t han  Cap. I f  I went through a whole 
l i s t  of cab ine t  i s s u e s ,  I could t h i n k  of some t h a t  h e  would 
no t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  s o r t  of t u r n  t h e  ba lance  on an environmental- 
type  dec i s ion .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  Minarets  Road, which was one 
of my very  f a v o r i t e s .  

He w a s  understanding when some o f . t h e  o t h e r  c a b i n e t  people 
were not .  Now t h i s  w a s  a ca se  t h a t . i n w l v e d  no money a t  a l l ,  
no s t a t e  money. So i t  w a s  a pu re ly  environmental dec i s ion .  

By t h e  time he was d i r e c t o r  of Finance, t h e  s t a t e  f i n a n c i a l  
p i c t u r e  had improved tremendously. 

Livermore: I t h i n k  you a r e  r i g h t .  



Morr is  : There had been a t a x  i n c r e a s e ,  e a r l y  i n  your y e a r s  i n  Sacramento. 

Livermore: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Morris  : By then,  t h e  revenues were b u i l d i n g  up because of i n f l a t i o n .  
Did t h a t  make a d i f f e r e n c e  i f  t h e r e  w a s  more money around i n  
gene ra l ?  

Livermore: It must have. It must have. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any magic watershed. 
I do remember one o t h e r . '  There w a s  s o r t  of an i n i t i a l  t h i n g  
having t o  do wi th ,  I t h i n k  i t  was c a l l e d  a c o f f e e  pot .  Some- 
th ing  t o d o w i t h  t h e  o f f s h o r e  o i l  revenues. 

Morr i s  : Oh, oh, t h e  COFHE fund. Yes, Cons t ruc t ion  For Higher Education. 

Livermore: T h a t ' s  i t .  I used t o  t e a s e  Verne about  2 pe rcen t .  The whole 
Resources Agency used t o  g e t  about 2 percent  of t h e  state budget.  
I s a i d ,  "Ah, come on, Verne, gee whiz, w e  ought t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  
more than  t h a t .  I' 

But he  p r e f e r r e d  t h e  COFHE fund, t h i s  educa t iona l  th ing .  
Of course ,  everyone has  t h e s e  tremendous demands, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  poor o ld  guys t h a t  a r e  i n  h e a l t h  and we l f a re .  That ,  of 
course ,  i s  j u s t  t h e  way i t  is  f e d e r a l l y :  h e a l t h ,  educa t ion  and 
welfare. 

Then, I remember too ,  t h e  environmental  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  fund 
w a s  something I was q u i t e  keen on, had something t o  do wi th .  
I t h i n k  i t  is  s t i l l  t h a t  way. The s e c r e t a r y  of Resources has  
an i n t e r e s t i n g  f i f t y l f i f t y  v o t e  w i th  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of Transpor- 
t a t i o n .  

R i l e s ,  whom I s e e  q u i t e  a b i t  o f ,  and t h i n k  w e l l  o f ,  t o  
me he i s  j u s t  a f i n e  guy b u t  he  i s  j u s t  t h e  same a s  many o t h e r s .  
Wherever he came from, he j u s t  wanted more and more money. 

I took a l i t t l e  f l a c k  on environmental  educa t ion ,  which I 
th ink  s t i l l  g e t s  some h e l p  from t h e  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s .  But, I 
remember a couple of meetings w i t h  R i l e s  a s  t o  why t h e r e  
couldn ' t  be more environmental  educa t ion  i n  t h e  schools ,  wi th  
t h e i r  b i l l i o n s  and b i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s ,  and t h e  answer was, 
11 No, t h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  no room f o r  i t  u n l e s s  we g e t  more 
money. " 



Cabinet Discuss ions  

Morris  : Did you have somebody on your s t a f f  who looked a f t e r  budget 
ma t t e r s?  

Livermore: Yes, p r e t t y  much. Ford B. Ford and l a t e r  John Maga. Yes, I 
was n o t  i n  t h e  g u t s  of budget m a t t e r s  u n t i l  we went t o  t h e  
c a b i n e t ,  where i t  was p r e t t y  w e l l  brought t o  a  p o i n t  of d i s -  
cuss ion .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was perhaps one of t h e  weaknesses, 
i n e v i t a b l y ,  of t h e  cab ine t  process  because, of course ,  f o r  me 
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  budget f o r  h e a l t h ,  educa t ion  and welfare-- 
i t  is j u s t  a l l  Greek t o  me. I have no way of judging except  a  
seat of theepants  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  awful ly b ig .  There were 
some t h i n g s  we  debated. 

I remember we debated t o  some l e n g t h  t h e  b i l i n g u a l  
educat ion.  I s e e  i t  i s  s t i l l  being argued about  t h e  s o c i a l  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  i t ;  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  La t inos ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
would have r ead ing  a  r e a l - e s t a t e  c o n t r a c t ,  and t h e  inequ i ty  o r  
u n f a i r n e s s  of n o t  be ing  a b l e  t o  understand t h e  language. 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, I guess  t h e r e  a r e  people s t i l l  arguing 
t h a t  i f  they  a r e  U.S. c i t i z e n s ,  they  ought t o  l e a r n  t o  speak 
o u r  language. 

Morr i s  : Was t h e  b i l i n g u a l  educa t ion  d i s c u s s i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a v a i l -  
a b i l i t y  of f e d e r a l  funding? 

Livermore: W e l l ,  i t  w a s  l a t e r ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  ve ry  d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  a v a i l -  
a b i l i t y  of funding. Now, what percentage  was f e d e r a l ,  o r  n o t ,  
I don ' t  remember. S h e r r i f f s  would come i n  on t h a t  t ype  of 
t h ing .  When I s a i d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  w e  f i r s t  used t o  d i s t r i b u t e  
e i g h t  copies  of c a b i n e t  i s s u e s  and I ended up wi th  about twenty- 
e i g h t ,  he would be  one of t h e  ones t h a t  came on. 

By t h e  t i m e  w e  l e f t  Sacramento, t h e  c a b i n e t ,  e i g h t  o r  t e n  
of u s ,  o r  six, whatever i t  was--would be s i t t i n g  around t h e  
t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  governor, bu t  i t  would be  about twenty people 
around t h e  room l i s t e n i n g .  

Morris  : Would they p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  d i scuss ions?  

Livermore: Qui te  o f t e n .  Some of them more voc i f e rous ly  than  o t h e r s ,  and 
some of them, I heard i n d i r e c t l y ,  even jumping i n  t oo  much. 
They were t ak ing  up too much time. It wasn ' t  bad. B a s i c a l l y ,  
t h e  people on t h e  per imeter ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  l i k e  V i c t o r i a n  
l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n ,  they  were supposed t o  speak only when spoken 
to .  [ l augh te r ]  



Morris : Be seen and not  heard! 

Livermore: Sometimes i t  worked and sometimes it d idn ' t .  The p ress  people 
I know, p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  they always had a l o t  t o  say. I don' t  
know what happened t o  Paul  Beck. 

Morris : He i s  i n  southern Cal i fornia .  

Livermore: Oh, i s  he? Yes, he was not  a b i t  shy, and he was q u i t e  
i n f l u e n t i a l .  Then of course,  I should have mentioned a t  the  
very beginning old [Lyn] Nofziger. He was-- Well, the  press  
was very f requent ly  asked t h e i r  opinion. For t h e  governor, 
they d i d n ' t  have t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  hand. They would be q u i t e  
vociferous sometimes. 

Morris: And t h e  governor would ask  the  p ress  f o r  t h e i r  comments on t h e  
i s sues?  

Livermore: They would, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  r a i s e  t h e i r  hand o r  not r a i s e  it. 
Then of course the re  were t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  l i a i s o n  s t a f f  people. 
Those two a r e  very important. It might be s a i d  t h a t  they were 
cabinet  membe.rs . 

The governor's chief p ress  sec re ta ry  and t h e  two l e g i s l a t i v e  
l i a i s o n  people were f o r  t h e  f i r s t  year o r  two-- 

Morris: Verne Sturgeon and Jack Lindsay. 

Livermore: Yes. Oh, you have r e a l l y  done a l o t  of homework on it. I got  
very f r i e n d l y  with them and then George S t e f f e s ,  who, I th ink 
toward t h e  end took over f o r  both of them. I got  very f r i e n d l y  
with George. I n  f a c t  we were duck-shooting pa r tne r s  f o r  
severa l  years  u n t i l  t h e  shooting got so  t e r r i b l e  t h a t  he q u i t ,  
f o r  which I d idn ' t  blame him. 

Of course, those two were almost always-- 

Morris : The governor was usual ly  concerned about what t h e  p e s s  s t a f f  
would have t o  say? 

Livermore: I th ink  we a l l  were. 

Morris : And the  l e g i s l a t i v e  ~ e o p l e ?  

Livermore: I th ink we a l l  were, yes.  

Morris : I n  terms of how t h i s  would be seen outs ide  t h e  cabinet? 



Livermore: Whether t h e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g  would f l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  some i s s u e s .  

A s  I t o l d  Ann when w e  t a lked  about  t h e  Minarets ,  I had 
no l e g i s l a t i v e  connect ion.  Although t o  backt rack  on t h a t  a  
l i t t l e  b i t ,  t h e r e  was a  b i l l  i n  1967; I t e s t i f i e d  on t h a t  
because t h e r e  was a  l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t  t o  i nc lude  a  cross-  
S i e r r a  road i n  t h e  s t a t e  highways system. 

The l a t e r  p a r t  of t h a t  long  evo lu t ion ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
wasn't  involved a t  a l l  bu t  t h e  p r e s s  w a s  involved,  I would say,  
almost e n t i r e l y .  It v a r i e d ,  bu t  anyway they were two very 
important people.  S h e r r i f f s  w a s  a  t h i r d  person. Then t h e r e  
w a s  a  l e g a l  person.  

You probably know a l l  of t h i s .  What's h i s  name? He i s  
i n  Washington now. Nice fel low.  

Morris  : Herb Ellingwood? 

Livermore: Y e s ,  i t  w a s  Herb Ellingwood. 

L e g i s l a t i v e  Re la t ions  

Morris  : On t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  l i a i s o n ,  we have heard a couple of comments 
from t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o i n t  of view t h a t  they f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
governor d i d n ' t  t h i n k  h i g h l y  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  That  he  f e l t  
they were perhaps a  necessary  e v i l ,  a t  b e s t .  

Was t h a t  your impression from some of t h e s e  cab ine t  
d i scuss ions?  

Livermore: You mean i n  terms of i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o r  c o l l e c t i v e ?  

Morris  : Sor t  of c o l l e c t i v e l y .  I f  t h e  governor o r  t h e  c a b i n e t  would 
propose something, w a s  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  
going t o  d e f e a t  i t  i f  they could?  

Livermore: Well,  I th ink ,  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h a t ,  i s  t h e  r a d i o  account I heard 
j u s t  yes te rday .  

i/ B 
[The fo l lowing  p o r t i o n  of t h e  in t e rv i ew h a s  been r e c o n s t i t u t e d  
by t h e  n a r r a t o r  and t h e  e d i t o r  due t o  i nadve r t en t  r e r eco rd ing  
of t h e  tape.  ] 



Morris:  I had asked you about working wi th  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  which 
reminded you of a r ecen t  r a d i o  program. 

Livermore: B i l l  Bagley versus  John Loften,  t h e  e d i t o r  of Conservat ive 
Diges t .  It was a debate  on t h e  KCBS "newsmagainze." 

Morris:  Do you r e c a l l  what t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  were? 

Livermore: Yes. Loften kept  complaining t h a t  t h e r e  were too many people 
i n  t h e  admin i s t r a t ion  t h a t  "were no t  Reaganites ,"  d i s l o y a l  t o  
I I t r u e  conserva t ive  p r i n c i p l e s , "  e t  c e t e r a ,  e t  c e t e r a .  Bagley 
r e p l i e d ,  very ably  I thought,  t h a t  Reagan's p o s i t i o n  i n  Sacra- 
mento had been "balanced," t h a t  t h e r e  were p l en ty  of reasons  
and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a s  t o  why Reagan need no t  and had n o t  always 
hewed t o  "mossback conservatism. " 

Morris  : Bagley was a l ead ing  Republican assemblyman whi le  you were i n  
Sacramento. Did you have much con tac t  w i th  him? Were he  o r  
o t h e r  l e g i s l a t o r s  h e l p f u l  on b i l l s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  Resources 
Agency? 

Livermore: B i l l  Bagley w a s  gene ra l ly  regarded a s  a moderate t o  l i b e r a l  
but  a l s o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  l o y a l  Republican. I knew him w e l l  because 
of Republican a c t i v i t i e s  extending back s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  and 
because h e  was a f e l low r e s i d e n t  of Marin County. 

Anyway, going back t o  your ques t ion  about c l e a r i n g  l e g i s -  
l a t i o n  wi th  t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e ,  as time went on, it  seemed 
a s  i f  t h e r e  were fewer b i l l s  i n  t h e  governor 's  l e g i s l a t i v e  
program and t h e r e  were more r i g i d  channels  f o r  dea l ing  wi th  
a b i l l  i n  t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e .  I would say t h a t  l a t e r  on 
we spent  more time r e a c t i n g  t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  than p u t t i n g  i n  
new b i l l s .  

Morris  : Did t h i s  cause you any problems o r  any d i f f i c u l t i e s  on Resources 
b i l l s  you wanted passed? You mentioned Verne Sturgeon's  work 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Fores t  P r a c t i c e s  Act. 

Livermore: I don ' t  r e c a l l  any major problems. 

Environmental Guidel ines Report;  Land-Use Planning 

Morris  : Your f i l e s  i n  t h e  Hoover I n s t i t u t i o n  con ta in  a couple of l a r g e  
f o l d e r s  on t h e  Environmental Goals and Guidel ines Report. That 
seemed t o  be something on which t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was r e a l l y  
pushing t h e  governor. What was your r o l e  i n  t h a t ?  What d id  
you hope t o  accomplish? 



Livermore: 

Morris  : 

L ivermor e : 

Morris  : 

Livermore : 

Morris  : 

Livermore : 

Morris  : 

Livermore : 

We spen t  a cons ide rab le  amount of time on t h i s .  John Tooker, 
a s  I have mentioned, was a graduate  from my s t a f f ,  and we worked 
c l o s e l y  wi th  him i n  h i s  capac i ty  a s  head of t h e  O f f i c e  of 
Planning and Research. 

I n  1969, t h e  governor had c a l l e d  f o r  a Department of t h e  Environ- 
ment, b u t  t h a t  never  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  What happened t o  t h a t  
i dea?  

It seems t o  m e  t h a t  t h i s  was around t h e  t ime we organized and 
s taged  t h e  governor ' s  environmental conference i n  Los Angeles. 
The idea  came i n  f o r  cons ide rab le  d i scuss ion ,  bu t  j u s t  s o r t  
of never  caught on--perhaps because of o t h e r  more p re s s ing  
environmental problems. 

Then i n  1970 t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  passed t h e  Environmental Qua l i t y  
Act, which c a l l e d  f o r  t h e s e  g u i d e l i n e s .  But t h e  f i r s t  guide- 
l i n e s  weren ' t  completed u n t i l  1972. Why was t h e r e  such a de l ay?  
You mentioned Tom Graff and John Tooker, and t h a t  t h e  a t t o rney  
g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  got  involved and Nick Yost was a t ho rn  i n  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  s i d e .  

It was delayed because of a combination of much prolonged 
cab ine t  and s t a f f  d i scuss ion ,  much verb iage ,  p l u s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
of ho ld ing  s e v e r a l  p u b l i c  hear ings .  

L ieu tenant  governor Ed Reinecke was a l s o  t o u r i n g  t h e  s t a t e  i n  
1972 t a l k i n g  about s t a t e  p lanning  and' an energy counci l .  Was 
h e  involved i n  what you were working on o r  d i d  he  have some 
o t h e r  i d e a s  of h i s  own? 

W e  f a i r l y  o f t e n  exchanged i d e a s ,  and we prepared m a t e r i a l  f o r  
him. I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  h e  had any p a r t i c u l a r  i d e a s  i n  
c o n f l i c t  w i th  mine. 

You a l s o  mentioned t h e  J e r r y  Brown t r a n s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  and Rose Bird and B i l l  P r e s s .  

I r e c a l l  some d e t a i l e d  in t e rv i ews  and some correspondence 
wi th  Rose Bird.  B i l l  P r e s s  I r e c a l l  mainly a s  Senator  P e t e r  
Behr 's  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t .  

I n  1973 t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  were r ev i sed  again.  It looked a s  i f  
t h e r e  was a major s h i f t  f r o m t h e  Resources Agency a s  r e spons ib l e  
f o r  envi ronmenta l  p lanning  and compliance t o  t h e  governor 's  
o f f i c e  of p lanning  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  gu ide l ines ,  w i th  Resources 
merely adopt ing  them. This  was when John Tooker was head of t h e  
OPR [Of f i ce  of Planning and Research]. How important  was t h i s  
change? Was i t  what you had i n  mind? 



Livermore: 

Morris: 

Livermore: 

Morris : 

Livermore: 

Livermore : 

Morris: 

Livermore : 

There seems t o  be confusion here between t h e  OPR guidel ines ,  
pol icy  statements,  e t  c e t e r a ,  formulated by OPR and the  CEQA 
guidel ines  worked up under me, wi th  Norm H i l l  doing t h e  yeoman 
work. 

Some say t h a t  Reagan and t h e  cabinet  wanted t o  avoid i n s t i t u t i n g  
the  guidelines.  Is t h a t  t h e  sense of t h e  cabinet  d iscuss ions  
you pa r t i c ipa ted  i n ?  

Yes, I r e c a l l  considerable uneasiness by t h e  cabinet  a s  t o  
those guidel ines ,  bu t  w e  were ab le  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a consensus. 

Then Don Livingston replaced Tooker i n  the  Off ice  of Planning 
and Research. What e f f e c t  did Livingston have on t h e  guide- 
l i n e s ?  

I don ' t  r e c a l l  Livingston a s  head of OPR, but r a t h e r  a s  a 
genera l  adviser  t o  the  governor and cabinet .  He took a c t i v e  
p a r t  i n  cabinet  d iscuss ions ,  but  I don ' t  r e c a l l  what h i s  exact 
funct ions  were supposed t o  encompass. 

[ tape  resumes] /I// 

The cabinet  has got ten  more and more, you might say, henchmen. 
About the  l a s t  two years  we were i n  Sacramento, Livingston 
was q u i t e  i n f l u e n t i a l .  

He was a planning o f f i c e r  too. 

Well, a s  f a r  a s  I was concerned, he kind of came out  of the  
blue. He had been a head of some department, don' t  ask me what. 
A l l  of a sudden he was elevated t o  q u i t e  a responsible  pos i t ion .  
He was r i g h t  under Meese. 

But, I remember we almost tangled on severa l  i s sues .  I 
thought he was running with the  b a l l  a l i t t l e  too much. I j u s t  
don' t  remember. I remember on the  subject  of land use l e g i s l a -  
t i o n  t h e r e  was a--well, the  conservative Republicans were very 
much aga tns t  it. There was a congressman, from I th ink Arizona, 
[John J . ]  Rhodes, I th ink  i t  was. This came up i n  Pres ident  
Ford's adminis t ra t ion ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  

We were asked t o  take  a pos i t ion  on it .  A t  l e a s t  t h e r e  
was some pressure  on me. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
case I d idn ' t  f i g u r e  the  game was worth the  candle because i t  
was obvious t h a t  the  cabinet ,  Livingston, and t h e  governor 
j u s t  thought i t  was a t e r r i b l e  idea .  

Morris : That the re  would be a f e d e r a l  land-use plan. 



Livermore: That t h e r e  be a f e d e r a l  land-use plan.  A s  f a r  a s  I know, t h a t  
is s t i l l  t h e  case.  They s t i l l  a r e  a g a i n s t  i t .  There was 
another ,  more c l o s e  t o  home, movement t h a t  go t  q u i t e  f a r .  That 
was t h e  r e g i o n a l  government h e r e  i n  t h e  San Franc isco  Bay. 

There w a s  an  assemblyman, John b o x . *  We had s e v e r a l  
meetings w i t h  him, and we came p r e t t y  c l o s e  a t  one time, a s  I 
r e c a l l  i t ,  t o  agree ing  t o  t h a t .  Of course,  i t  w a s  kind of a 
seque l ,  had i t  worked, t o  t h e  BCDC, you know. But aga in ,  i t  
j u s t  d i d n ' t  q u i t e  make i t  o u t  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  A s  I r e c a l l  
i t ,  we never  could q u i t e  ag ree  on t h a t .  

The problem w i t h  t h a t ,  of course ,  i s  t h e  "another l a y e r  
of government" t h ing .  A s  a d ig re s s ion ,  I t h i n k  one of ou r  
g r e a t  i l l s  of our  whole s o c i e t y  i s  t h i s  " r e t r e a t  t o  t h e  suburbs." 
What w e  a r e  doing r i g h t  h e r e  now. W e  should be made t o  pay 
t axes  t o  h e l p  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  problems of t h e  r o t t e n  co re  of 
San Francisco.  It is j u s t  very  bad, I th ink .  

P o l i t i c a l l y  i t  seems t o  be impossible ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  y e t .  
A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e r e  i s  a form of r e g i o n a l  government i n  t h e  
twin c i t i e s ,  S a i n t  Pau l  and Minneapolis,  and one i n  Pensacola ,  
F lo r ida .  These a r e  two s o r t  of f l e d g l i n g  i n s t a n c e s  of 
r e g i o n a l  government, bu t  b a s i c a l l y  i t  has  never  g o t t e n  o f f  t h e  
ground because of t h e  j e a l o u s l y  t h a t  each p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  has  
of i t s  own t u r f .  

Morris  : Did you have much con tac t  w i t h  John Knox when you were working 
on t h i s ?  

Livermore: No, only t h a t  h e  t r i e d  s e v e r a l  t imes t o  pu t  t h i s  over.  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  i t  eve r  go t  through t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I don ' t  
t h ink  t h e  governor vetoed i t .  I th ink  i t  h i t  me through t h e  
BCDC and a l l  t h a t  k ind  of s t u f f .  I remember meeting t h e  super- 
v i s o r ;  I j u s t  r a n  a c r o s s  him t h e  o t h e r  day. What i s  h i s  name? 
A s h o r t  name. 

Morris  : I n  Marin County? 

Livermore: No, he  is over  a c r o s s  t h e  bay; he  i s  a n  awful n i c e  fe l low.  I 
met him wi th  Ed Meese a few weeks ago a t  a ded ica t ion  over  
t he re .  I heard t h a t  h e  was s o r t  of i n  f avo r  of i t .  

*See Regional Ora l  His tory  O f f i c e  i n t e rv i ew wi th  John b o x ,  
1982. 



Morris  : I n  Alameda County? 

Livermore: Yes. I f o r g e t  h i s  name, a  s h o r t  name.* So, i t  was a  cons t an t  
f e s t e r i n g ,  of course ,  w i th  a l l  t h i s  k ind  of s t u f f .  Land use ,  
of course ,  was o f . i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  t o  me; it  s t i l l  is.  One of 
t h e  t h i n g s  t h e  governor d id  s i g n  had t o  do wi th  t h i s  county 
planning. I know some coun t i e s  s t i l l  haven ' t  done t h a t .  I 
cou ldn ' t  q u i t e  s e e  why t h e  s t a t e ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  had passed t h i s  
series of r e a l - e s t a t e  requirements .  It was a  s e r i e s  of b i l l s  
t h a t ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  looked over  t h e  c o u n t i e s '  shoulders .  Why 
might not  t h e  f e d e r a l  do t h e  same t h i n g  t o  t h e  s t a t e s ?  But, 
i t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  be p o l i t i c a l l y  poss ib l e .  

Heal th  and Welfare Agency's Environmental Concerns, 
Solid-Waste Management 

Morris  : You t a l k e d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  i n  your i n t e rv i ews  w i t h  Ann about 
working wi th  Business and Transpor t a t ion  on th ings .  We have 
t a lked  a  l i t t l e  b i t  about  Agr i cu l tu re  and Serv ices .  How about 
t h e  Heal th  and Welfare  s e c r e t a r y ?  Were t h e r e  a r e a s  where t h e  
two of your shared an i n t e r e s t ?  To what e x t e n t  would Spencer 
Williams and some of h i s  people comment on some of t h e s e  
po l lu t ion -con t ro l  programs t h a t  Resources developed? 

Livermore: Well, of cou r se  t h e  t h r e e  pol lu t ion-cont ro l  groups--air, water  
and s o l i d  waste--had d e f i n i t e  h e a l t h  i n t e r e s t s .  I remember 
i n  t h e  c a s e  of s o l i d  waste ,  w e  had a  l o t  of t r o u b l e  because t h e  
Department of Heal th,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  h e l d  i t  up f o r  two o r  
t h r e e  yea r s .  They were very m i l i t a n t  about  i t .  They f e l t  t h a t  
i t  was a  h e a l t h  problem and they should have t h e  t u r f ,  so  t o  
speak. 

Then t h e  Water Resource Cont ro l  Board f e l t  t h e  same way. 
That  was one reason  w e  f i n a l l y  came up wi th  t h i s  S o l i d  Waste 
Board which took a  l o t  of p u t t i n g  toge the r .  It was done mainly 
by Ford Ford, whom I mentioned w a s  very  h e l p f u l  i n  t h a t .  This  
had a l o t  of p o l i t i c s .  What i s  be ing  done c u r r e n t l y  I r e a l l y  
don ' t  know, b u t  I understand t h a t  w e ,  j u s t  h e r e  i n  Marin, a s  
you probably know, every  week put  ou t  on t h e  street paper and 
b o t t l e s  and recyc led  cans .  

*Alameda County Supervisor  Joe  Bort .  



Morris  : Yes, t h a t  i s  l o c a l  op t ion .  

Livermore: Local op t ion ,  bu t  I t h i n k  it stems from t h e  s t a t e  subsidy. 
I have heard i n d i r e c t l y ,  which i s  a sadness ,  t h a t  it i s n ' t  
working too  w e l l  i n  Marin because t h e  aluminum-can i n d u s t r i a l  
program which pays whatever i t  is ,  a  penny a  can, has  taken  
t h e  cream o u t  of t h i s  program. 

Morris  : In s t ead  of moving t h e  revenues back i n t o  l o c a l  government. 

Livermore: Yes, t h a t  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  system, which i s  be ing  t r i e d  r i g h t  
now i n  Marin, i s  n o t  doing as w e l l  as i t  might because t h e  
cream of i t ,  appa ren t ly ,  i s  t h e  aluminum. That i s  moving i n  
o t h e r  channels ,  somehow, I don ' t  know how. 

Morris  : Going back i n t o  t h e  aluminum i n d u s t r y ?  

Livermore: Yes, r a t h e r  t han  through t h e  garbage pickup. So, t o  answer 
your ques t ion ,  t h e  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  agencies  and h e a l t h  
squabbled on t h a t ,  b u t  o t h e r  t han  t h a t ,  I can't-- 

I had a l o t  of in te rchange  wi th  Business  and Transporta-  
t i o n  and q u i t e  a  b i t  w i t h  Agr i cu l tu re  and Se rv ices ,  bu t  on 
Heal th,  and Welfare,  except  f o r  bee f ing  about t h e  d o l l a r s t o  
educa t ion ,  it w a s  a l l  t o  me t h e  least i n t e r e s t i n g ,  f o r  obvious 
reasons.  I mean t h e  t a l k  about  t h e  mental h o s p i t a l s  and about  
educa t ion  c o s t s  and about t h e  long d i s c u s s i o n s  we had on w e l f a r e  
f raud  and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  

I j u s t  s a t  i n  cab ine t  a f t e r  c a b i n e t  a f t e r  cab ine t  and 
wasn ' t  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d .  So, t h e  i n t e r f a c e ,  t o  answer your 
ques t ion ,  w a s  very l i t t l e  except  f o r  t h e  s o l i d  waste .  I would 
have t o ' a d d  t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  on a i r  p o l l u t i o n .  Of course,  
we were c o n s t a n t l y  getting--through John Maga, t h e  execut ive  
o f f i c e r  of t h e  A i r  P o l l u t i o n  Board - - s t a t i s t i c s  on h e a l t h  hazards  
and a l l  t h i s  s t u f f .  There w a s  no argument o r  i n t e r f a c e  p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  t h a t  I can remember. 



I X  MANAGING THE CALIFORNIA RESOURCES AGENCY, 1967-1974 

Deputies  and Departments 

Morris  : I would l i k e  t o  a sk  you a l i t t l e  b i t  about how you func t ioned  
a s  admin i s t r a to r  of t h a t  l a r g e  agency wi th  such a heterogeneous 
c o l l e c t i o n  of boards and departments under it. Did you t r y  
and run t h e  agency a s  t h e  governor r a n  t h e  cab ine t ,  wi th  t a s k  
f o r c e s  and cab ine t - s ty l e  meetings of department heads? 

Livermore: I would say  i t  was somewhat comparable. My system, I s t i l l  
have the ,minutes  on t h a t .  I had a meeting every two weeks, 
and then  I ' d  meet w i th  them i n d i v i d u a l l y  when t 3 e r e  w e r e  
ques t ions  t h a t  j u s t  r e l a t e d  t o  one department.  

[Tape i n t e r r u p t i o n .  Conversat ion r econs t ruc t ed  by t h e  n a r r a t o r  
and t h e  e d i t o r . ]  

Morris  : I n  one speech you mentioned t h a t  you spent  a good d e a l  of t ime 
working o u t  d i f f e r e n c e s  between departments.  Could you r e c a l l  
some i n s t a n c e s  and how they  w e r e  reso lved--par t icu lar ly  wi th  
such strong-minded e n t i t i e s  a s  t h e  Water Resources Board and 
F i sh  and Game and S t a t e  Lands,, and l a t e r  on nuc lea r  energy 
and sol id-waste  management. 

Livermore: Th i s  simply r equ i r ed  a l o t  of jawboning, hope fu l ly  always good 
na tu red ,  based on developing f a c t s  and melding d i f f e r i n g  
p o i n t s  of view. Occas iona l ly ,  I would have t o  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  
department heads on i s s u e s  taken  t o  and approved by t h e  cab ine t .  

Morris  : Ear ly  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  department was 
loca t ed  i n  t h e  Resources Agency. I n  some minutes of t h e  L i t t l e  
Hoover Commission on government r eo rgan iza t ion ,  I came a c r o s s  
q u i t e  a hea ted  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Agr i cu l tu re  f e l t  
i t s  i n t e r e s t s  were no t  adequate ly  r ep re sen ted ,  t h a t  i t  should 
be a s e p a r a t e  agency i n s t e a d  of p a r t  o f  Resources. 



Morr is  : 

Livermore : 
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Livermore : 

Morris  : 

Did you g e t  involved i n  t h a t  i s s u e ?  Did o t h e r  departments i n  
t h e  agency f e e l  t h e  same way? 

Y e s ,  I c e r t a i n l y  go t  involved.  For a  few weeks Ed Coke was 
nominally under me, bu t  i t  d i d  no t  t a k e  long f o r  Agr i cu l tu re  
t o  f l e x  i t s  muscle and demand d i r e c t  c a b i n e t  r ep re sen ta t ion .  
Th i s  d id  n o t  bo ther  me a t  a l l ,  because I f e l t  I had p l en ty  
on my hands without  Agr i cu l tu re .  Other departments  d i d n ' t  
f e e l  t h e  same way. 

Did Governor Reagan consu l t  w i t h  you a t  a l l  on who might be 
appointed a s  d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  va r ious  departments i n  your 
agency ? 

Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  Mostly appointments were handled by Tom 
Reed, then  by Paul  Haerle  and, l a t e r  on, by Ned Hutchinson. 
Almost always they would c o n s u l t  me about t h e  people being 
considered f o r  appointments i n  Resources. 
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One a spec t  of t h e  second r eco rgan iza t ion  p l a n  was t h e  c r e a t i o n  
of t h e  Department of Navigat ion and Ocean Development. Th i s  
was i n  1969; do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  t h ink ing  on t h a t  had any 
connect ion w i t h  t h e  o i l  s p i l l s  t h a t  rece ived  so  much a t t e n t i o n  
a t  t h e  t ime? 

No, I b e l i e v e  t h e  r eo rgan iza t ion  preceded t h e  Santa Barbara 
o i l  s p i l l ,  o r  i t  a t  l e a s t  had no d i r e c t  connect ion w i t h  it. 

Robert C. Walker was t h e  f i r s t  d i r e c t o r  of t h a t  agency. What 
were h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ?  Did you t ake  a  r o l e  i n  h i s  appointment? 

I g e t  a long  w i t h  Bob very w e l l  and d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ques t ion ing  
h i s  appointment. 

How about i npu t  on deputy s e c r e t a r i e s  o r  o t h e r  people you 
[ t a p e  resumes] needed t o  he lp  you run t h e  agency? 

There weren ' t  t h a t  many changes, as I mentioned, and they 
usua l ly  came from t h e  appointments o f f i c e .  I can ' t  offhand 
t h i n k  of any t h a t  I pe r sona l ly  sought f o r  o r  brought i n .  A s  
I say ,  I w a s  u s u a l l y  s o  busy; I w a s  happy t o  j u s t  review t h e  
candida tes ,  and I did.  I was given an opt ion .  

They 'd s ay ,  "Choose two o r  three"? 

Livermore: Yes, exac t ly .  
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How about Win Adams; I understand he  was s o r t  of a c t i n g  agency 
d i r e c t o r  u n t i l  you came aboard? Did t h a t  cause  any problem 
between t h e  two of you? 

It d i d  a t  f i r s t  because I d i d n ' t  know him from Adam, pardon 
t h e  pun. He, of course,  came t h e r e  i n  November. I d i d n ' t  
accept  t h e  job u n t i l  about t h e  middle of January.  He w a s  
ensconced t h e r e  a s ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  was B i l l  G i a n e l l i ,  who was, 
of course,  a ve ry  powerful and personable  d i r e c t o r .  

I wasn ' t  a t  a l l  happy a t  f i r s t  w i th  Adarns. I f e l t  t h a t  
he should n o t  have been t h r u s t  on me--nothing a g a i n s t  him a t  
a l l  pe r sona l ly .  Except,  when you walk i n  a room w i t h  a 
complete s t ranger--  Yet I soon found t h a t  he  performed a r e a l  
f u n c t i o n  a s  s o r t  of a l i a i s o n  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
Washington, which i s  another  s t o r y .  (By t h a t  I mean my EPA 
work about a y e a r  ago.) You know, I checked on him [Adams], 
and he was n o t ,  a t  f i r s t ,  an a f fab le- type  f e l l o w  t h a t  you 
warmed t o  r i g h t  away. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, I soon d id .  He was 
very h e l p f u l ,  and I overcame my h e s i t a n c e ,  you might s ay ,  i n  
a very few days. 

That would be an awkward s i t u a t i o n  t o  f i n d  a deputy a l r eady  
t h e r e  be fo re  you. 

It was awkward, and I don ' t  know how p reva len t  t h a t  was. I 
was simply t o l d  t h a t  h e  w a s  a r e a l  t r o j a n  i n  t h e  campaign, 
and t h a t  he  w a s  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and h e  helped me a l o t .  

Did you have d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s  a t  a l l  about how t h e  agency should 
work and what t h e  agenda should be? 

No, I don ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  any problems. My f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
i s  t h a t  Adams had a huge p i l e  of papers  t h a t  were unsigned 
by Hugo F i s h e r  having t o  do with some mechanics of g e t t i n g  
c r e d i t  o r  something. I t h i n k  i t  w a s  some park.  I remember 
he  was somewhat c r i t i c a l  of un f in i shed  bus iness ,  having t o  do 
wi th  some f e d e r a l  a l l o c a t i o n  o r  something. 

But you were supposed t o  s i g n  t o  g i v e  Hugo F i s h e r  c r e d i t ?  

I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say  what t h e  t r o u b l e  was. I remember t h a t  
i t  had something t o  do wi th  t h e  red  t a p e  of s i g n i n g  o r  n o t  
s ign ing .  It had t o  do w i t h  pa rks ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  But,  w e  
worked t h i s  o u t  together--of course ,  I w i l l  e l a b o r a t e  a l i t t l e  
b i t .  Say, B i l l  G i a n e l l i  was t h e r e  when I came aboard. H e  was 
announced wi th  cons ide rab le  f a n f a r e  be fo re  I came aboard. This  
i s  another  s t o r y  because, a s  you perhaps know, t h e  f i r s t  



Livermore: admin i s t r a to r  of Resources was B i l l  Warne. He was given h i s  
choice,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  of being admin i s t r a to r  of t h e  Resources 
Agency or '  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Department of Water Resources. He 
chose the  l a t t e r  because h e  f e l t  i t  much more important .  

That w a s  one of t h e  e a r l y  b a t t l e s  I overcame, wi th  t h e  
people i n  Los Angeles p a r t i c u l a r l y .  They apparent ly  had never  
heard of t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of Resources. They had been s o  used 
t o  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  way wi th  t h e  Department of Water Resources 
t h a t  i t  was its own kingdom, which i s  another  s t o r y .  

But, g e t t i n g  back t o  Win Adams, he w a s  f i n e . .  He helped 
me; we worked toge the r .  There w a s  a per iod  of s e v e r a l  months 
o r  weeks--see G i a n e l l i  was aboard, and then I chose, o r  a t  l e a s t  
I was i n  on the  dec i s ion  on S tea rns  and on B i l l  Mott, and on 
Kerry Mulligan who was Water Resources Cont ro l  Board, and on 
a l l  of t h e  o t h e r  department heads except  G i a n e l l i .  

Mat te rs  of S t y l e  

Livermore: It w a s ,  I guess,  two o r  t h r e e  weeks o r  maybe f i v e  o r  six, I 
don' t  remember, be fo re  they a l l  came aboard. Of course ,  I 
used t o  t a l k  t o  them i n d i v i d u a l l y  a  l o t .  One of t h e  t h i n g s  I 
remember, j u s t  a  ma t t e r  of s t y l e ,  I guess,  Hugo F i she r  had a  
huge telephone bank on h i s  desk. I w a s  kind of t e r r i f i e d  of i t ,  
coming from a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  company. 

I had had l i t e r a l l y  only one employee. I w a s  a s t a f f  man 
wi th  mainly j u s t  a  s e c r e t a r y .  Here I had, what was i t ,  t e n  
thousand i n  t h e  agency. So I looked a t  t h i s  t h ing ,  and I s a i d ,  
"What's t h a t ? "  "Well, Hugo F i she r  l i k e d  t o  be a b l e  t o  p r e s s  a  
but ton  and t a l k  t o  anybody i n  t h e  agency." I s a i d ,  "How much 
does t h i s  cos t ?"  

I s a i d ,  "I don ' t  need it .  Take i t  away." I am n o t  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  on t h e  telephone. I l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  people i n  person.  
I f  i t ' s  t h a t  important ,  I w i l l  g e t  them t o  come up here.  

So I kind of evolved--I don' t  know what Huey Johnson does, 
whether he  meets once a  week, but  I found t h a t  once every two 
weeks was p l en ty .  Of c o u r s e , . t h e r e  would be cons tan t  i n d i v i d u a l  
communication on th ings  involving-- 

Morris  : So t h a t  you stayed d i r e c t l y  i n  touch wi th  t h e  department 
d i r e c t o r s  and t h e  chairmen of t h e  va r ious  boards? 



Livermore: They a l l  came t o  my bimonthly meetings. The a t t endance  wasn ' t  
100 percent .  Some of them were, s h a l l  we say,  i t i n e r a n t  
d i r e c t o r s  no tab ly  Ray Arne t t .  He's a l i k e a b l e  guy, bu t  he  
loves  t o  hunt  and f i s h  so  much he  w a s  absent  q u i t e  a b i t .  Of 
course,  they  would send a deputy,  bu t  every y e a r  o r  so  I would 
g i v e  a l i t t l e  g e n t l e  prod. I would send out  a l i t t l e  a t tendance  
l i s t  saying  who had done t h e  b e s t  job  of a t t end ing .  

Na tu ra l ly  i f  i t  had evolved t o  everybody j u s t  sending a 
deputy,  why i t  would have been less e f f e c t i v e .  Qui te  o f t e n  
they  would send a deputy. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a g e n t l e  movement 
t o  r eques t  me t o  always accept  a deputy. A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  I 
wouldn't  do t h a t .  I t h i n k  every two weeks was no t  t h a t  onerous. 
Y e s ,  i f  you a r e  s i c k ,  o r  i f  you have a r e a l l y  c r i t i c a l  engage- 
ment, l i k e  going t o  Washington o r  some p l ace ,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  
au toma t i ca l ly  accept  a deputy. 

S ~ e e c h e s .  Cabinet  Meetings 

Morris  : How d id  your work week break  down i n  terms of how much time 
you spent  on c a b i n e t  m a t t e r s  and how much time you spent  on 
i n t e r n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t h i n g s  and how o f t e n  you were on t h e  
road? You made some f i n e  speeches.  

Livermore: You're n i c e  t o  say  t h a t .  One of my r e g r e t s  looking  back on i t  
i s  t h a t  I spent  probably too  much time p repa r ing  speeches. I 
spen t  q u i t e  a l o t  of t ime on t h a t .  I have a complete l i s t  of 
a l l  t h e  speeches I gave and cop ie s  of most of them. It s o r t  of 
s t a r t e d ,  I guess ,  because I found t h a t  they  were i n  t h e  h a b i t  
of c i r c u l a t i n g  them t o  t h e  department heads. So I f e l t  t h a t  
they  were important  a s  a k ind  of a p o l i c y  guide. Being more 
r e l axed  about  i t  now, I am s u r e  t h a t  most of them were thrown 
i n  the  was te  baske t .  

Some of them were, I f e l t ,  very  important .  Also I f e l t  
t h a t  s i n c e  I w a s  speaking b a s i c a l l y  on p o l i c y  m a t t e r s  t h a t  they  
should be  w r i t t e n  out .  That tu rned  o u t  t o  be r e a l l y  a major 
headache because i t  is an awful l o t  e a s i e r  t o  speak from notes .  
The speeches t h a t  I enjoyed t h e  most were maybe a q u a r t e r  of 
them  en I d i d  j u s t  speak from no te s .  

I was t o l d  t h a t  C l a i r e  Dedrick, who was my successor  a 
couple of y e a r s  l a t e r  never  ever wrote out  a speech. (Now, 
t h a t  may be n o t  f a i r  t o  say . )  And t h e  same way, t o  a l e s s e r  
e x t e n t ,  w i th  Huey Johnson. 



Livermore: So, g e t t i n g  back t o  your quest ion about time, I spent  a l o t  
of time on speeches. I remember i n  p a r t i c u l a r  my Commonwealth 
Club speech, which r e a l l y  wasn't  t h a t  g r e a t ;  I spent  an awful 
l o t  of t ime on t h a t .  The t roub le  wi th  a speech, of course,  
i t ' s  l i k e  a co l l ege  theme: your mind teems wi th  ideas ,  and you 
have an inch  and a ha l f  of ma te r i a l ,  and then,  how do you put  
i t  together?  

The o t h e r  th ing  I remember on speech time, I never was 
comfortable r e a l l y  wi th  a d i c t a t i n g  machine. It i s  because I 
have been spoi led  a l l  my l i f e .  I had a sec re t a ry .  Since I 
r e t i r e d  I use these  tapes.  They a r e  so  much e a s i e r .  

Get t ing  back more t o  t h e  nu t s  and b o l t s ,  our cabinet  
meetings were about twice a week on t h e  average. 

Morris : Now, i s  t h a t  the  cab ine t  meetings wi th  Governor Reagan? 

Livermore: With Governor Reagan. The s t a t i s t i c s  on those  I could d i g  out  
i f  you th ink  i t  i s  t h a t  important.  H e  was away occas ional ly .  
But he  must have had, oh, f i f t y  o r  s i x t y  cab ine t  meetings a year .  
Of course,  they a l l  involved prepara t ion .  

Morris  : You would a l l  go over t o  t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e ?  

Livermore: Yes, we would walk oyer t o  the  governor's o f f i c e .  I might have 
one i s sue ,  sometimes two o r  t h r e e  i s s u e s .  They a l l  took a l o t  
of p repa ra t ion  t i m e .  Well, t h i s  would g ive  you a smatter ing.  
This  i s  t h e  summary of e i g h t  y e a r s  of cabinet  meetings. 

Morris : You had a t o t a l  of 825 from 1967 through 1974. 

Livermore: I th ink  I was probably t h e  champ. So, you see ,  here  were my 
i s s u e s ,  and h e r e  a r e  t h e  var ious  departmental i s sues .  So, I 
i n i t i a t e d  and o t h e r  departments ( I  t h ink  t h a t  was mostly me) 
384. The next  b igges t  was water ,  you understand, and then 
parks.  

Morris:  Parks and rec rea t ion .  

Livermore: Then Conservation and so f o r t h .  I am su re  t h e r e  was ha l f  a 
dozen from t h e  housing; s e e  the re ,  then i t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
bus iness  and t r anspor t a t ion .  So I have he re  a summary of a l l  
t h e  i s s u e s  a s  t o  t h e  ac t ion .  



Time Management 

Livermore: One of my major r e g r e t s  i s  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  keep t ime shee t s .  For 
y e a r s ,  i n  f a c t  almost a l l  of my working l i f e  and a l l  of my 
r e t i r e d  l i f e ,  I keep q u i t e  a c c u r a t e  t ime s h e e t s .  It s t a r t e d  
p a r t l y  because of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n g  I mentioned. I f e l t  t h a t  
when I w a s  w i t h  PL I should b e  a b l e  t o  answer both t o  myself 
and o t h e r s  j u s t  how much t i m e  I w a s  spending on t h i s .  

Also, at one t i m e ,  I had a pack- t ra in  bus ines s ,  and I w a s  
i n  bus ines s  w i t h  my b ro the r s .  S ince  then ,  I keep my Fish and 
Game t i m e  s e p a r a t e ,  and my gene ra l  environmental work s e p a r a t e  
and my work f o r  t h e  fami ly  and s o  f o r t h .  But i n  t h e  e i g h t  
y e a r s  I w a s  i n  Sacramento, I w a s  j u s t  t oo  doggone busy. 

Morris  : I can b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  I a m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how much t ime you spent  
on i n t e r n a l  running t h e  agency and how much t ime you spent  on 
backup t o  t h e  governor i n  t h i s  p o l i c y  development r o l e  of t h e  
cab ine t .  The o t h e r  b i g  component, looking a t  i t  from t h e  out- 
s i d e ,  i s  t h e  ou t r each ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  your c o n s t i t u e n t s  and t h e  
governor ' s . 

Livermore: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could r i g h t  now f i g u r e  i t  on a percentage  b a s i s .  
I could i f  we horseback i t .  I have a l is t  of a l l  t h e  speeches 
and I have a t h i n g  a t  t h e  ranch. 

I got  kind of a k i c k  o u t  of i t .  I have a map w i t h  p i n s  
i n  i t  which l o c a t e  every p l a c e  t h a t  I v i s i t e d  i n  e i g h t  y e a r s  
away from Sacramento. Each p i n ,  of course,  r e p r e s e n t s  a t r i p .  
They were sometimes, b u t  n o t  always involved wi th  speeches. 
So I have those  two th ings .  

Then I do have, i n  f a c t  I have them r i g h t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  
room, I have e i g h t  y e a r s  of ca l enda r s .  Off t h e  top  of my head, 
I would say  I spent  maybe 1 5  pe rcen t  of my t i m e  on speeches 
and/or  p r e p a r a t i o n  and/or  t r i p s .  

b o t h e r  1 5  pe rcen t ,  o r  say ,  one seventh,  i n  c a b i n e t  i s s u e s ,  
p repa ra t ion ,  o r  cab ine t  d i scuss ion .  The o t h e r  70 pe rcen t  j u s t  
a l l  over  t h e  map; e n t e r t a i n i n g ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  wrong word, l i s t e n -  
i n g  t o  v i s i t o r s .  My own, once very  two weeks, s t a f f  meet ings 
and a p r e p a r a t i o n  t h e r e f o r e .  Telephone c a l l s ,  of course,  
end le s s ly ;  correspondence. T h a t ' s  j u s t  a wild guess.  

Morris : That i s  a good s o r t  of horseback e s t i m a t e  of your t i m e  broken 
down. On t h e s e  t r i p s  and speeches,  d id  you have a s t a f f  person 
who worked w i t h  you on sc reen ing  r e q u e s t s  f o r  you t o  come and 
t a l k  o r  come and s i t  down and jawbone. 



Livermore: Well, of course,  I had a marvelous s e c r e t a r y .  She i s  now, 
i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  one of Brown's appoin tees ,  Marty Mercado. You 
have probably heard of he r .  

Morris  : Yes. 

Livermore: She is a department head now. She was my pe r sona l  s e c r e t a r y .  
So, of course ,  she  would sc reen  a l l  of my correspondence. A s  
f a r  a s  speech r e q u e s t s  go, they would come from a l l  sources.  
I t h i n k ,  a s  I look  back on i t ,  I may have accepted too  many. 
I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. It i s  a hard t h i n g  t o  judge. 

Working wi th  Reagan and t h e  Governor's O f f i c e  

Livermore: I enjoyed g iv ing  speeches. 

Morris  : Yes, you seemed t o  l i k e  t o  t a l k  on your f e e t .  

Livermore: Yes, I enjoy i t .  

I h a t e  reading  them, which I almost always had t o  do. I 
t r i e d  t o  no t  j u s t  look  a t  t h e  t e x t  a l l  t h e  time. Tha t ' s  a s k i l l .  
The p r e s i d e n t ,  of course,  i s  a master  of t h a t .  God, I ' v e  seen 
him w r i t i n g  on t h e s e  l i t t l e  c a r d s  on an  a i r p l a n e  t r i p ;  t h e r e  
i s  no inden ta t ion  o r  anything. 

H e  has  b i g  wr i t i ng .  H e  wears con tac t  l e n s e s ,  of course.  
You probably know. He j u s t  kind of peeks a t  h i s  no te s .  

Morris  : When you were t r a v e l l i n g  wi th  h i m ,  would h e  b e  w r i t i n g  ou t  
t h e s e  ca rds ,  g e t t i n g  h i s  thoughts  organized? 

Livermore: More than  once. More than  once. Yes. I d i d n ' t  have t h e  
temer i ty  t o  p u t  my nose  r i g h t  over h i s  shoulder ,  bu t  from 
glanc ing  a s  c l o s e  a s  I am t o  you s i t t i n g  bes ide  h i m  i n  an  
a i r p l a n e ,  he d i d n ' t  seem t o  have anyth ing  b u t  massive w r i t i n g  
on t h e  cards .  He must have a photographic memory. They were 
smal l  ca rds ,  about l i k e  t h i s .  [measures space about 5 x 8 
inches]  I cou ldn ' t  s e e ,  a t  l e a s t  from a g lance ,  I cou ldn ' t  
s e e  i n d e n t a t i o n s  o r  unde r l in ings  o r  t o p i c s .  It j u s t  seemed 
t o  be  a mass of w r i t i n g .  That may n o t  be  t r u e ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Morris  : He would be working on t h a t  whi le  going t o  a meeting? 



Livermore: Sometimes, yes .  It only happened t o  me two o r  t h r e e  t imes.  
I would occas iona l ly  be wi th  him on t h e  p lane .  I remember 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  once going t o  Eureka. He w a s  w r i t i n g  a speech. 
Then you would s e e  them c l o s e  t o  him on t h e  podium. 

Say, g e t t i n g  back t o  speeches,  I have a l i s t  of a l l  of 
them, and they tapered o f f  a l i t t l e  b i t  too. 

Morris : I f  you have got  a l i s t  handy, t h a t  would be  a g r e a t  appendix 
t o  your memoir. 

Livermore: Sure,  I ' l l  g i v e  i t  t o  you.* 

Morris  : I n  1969, you gave a n i f t y  speech t o  t h e  water  committee of t h e  
Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce. 

Livermore: Oh yes ,  I do remember t h a t .  I remember t h a t  one very w e l l .  
Yes, t h a t  w a s  when I f i n a l l y  got  through t o  them. 

Morris  : October 20. 

Livermore: October 20, yes ;  "Those Three L e t t e r s "  w a s  t h e  speech t i t l e .  
Yes, t h a t  i s  one of my most memorable ones. Yes, October 20. 
That was when I f i n a l l y  educated them t h a t  B i l l  G i a n e l l i w a s  
not  t h e  only guy t o  set water  po l i cy .  So I guess t h e r e  a r e  
about maybe t e n  pages. I f  they a r e  t h a t  important  I could 
maybe Xerox them and send them t o  you. 

Morris : I t h i n k  s o ,  a s  an example of t h e  kinds of demands t h e r e  a r e  on 
somebody i n  your p o s i t i o n .  

Livennore: Sure,  I can do t h a t  without  t oo  much t roub le .  

Morris  : A t  your convenience. Did t h e  governor's o f f i c e  ask  you t o  
c l e a r  speeches through them and c l e a r  who you were going t o  go 
s e e ?  

L i v e r m ~ r e :  Well,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  when we d i d n ' t  know 
each o t h e r  b e t t e r ,  they were very i n s i s t e n t  on p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  
r e l e a s e s .  My memory i s  a l i t t l e  dim on speeches. Seems t o  
m e  speeches were more o r  l e s s  l e f t  t o  my own judgment. 

*See Appendix G. 



Livermore: I don ' t  eve r  remember be ing  reprimanded f o r  a speech. I 
remember g e t t i n g  i n  ho t  water  f o r  a l o t  of o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  bu t  
i t  would be more a p t  t o  be a s ta tement  t o  t h e  p r e s s  o r  something 
of t h a t  na tu re .  Seems t o  me some of my speeches I d i d  c l e a r .  
I don ' t remember. 

Morris  : The o t h e r  way around, would t h e  governor 's  s t a f f  o f f e r  t o  g i v e  . 
you a hand on w r i t i n g  a speech? 

Livermore: NO, never .  Some of my speeches,  n o t  very many, were served up 
from va r ious  departments.  For i n s t a n c e ,  i f  I gave a few 
t e c h n i c a l  speeches on a i r  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l s ,  a s  I went along 
I w a s  a b l e  t o  g e t  more he lp  i n  composing them. The more 
important  ones I worked on completely myself. 

I had a l o t  of fun  c o l l e c t i n g  thoughts  and f a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  
bu t  a r e a l  p a i n  i n  s o r t i n g  them o u t  and organiz ing  them. 

On t h e  Carpet 

Morris  : What k inds  of t h i n g s  d i d  you g e t  i n t o  ho t  water  on? 

Livermore: Well, I can t h i n k  of several. One w a s  w i th  B a t t a g l i a  when I 
more o r  l e s s  s h i f t e d  gea r s  on t h e  Redwood Park between what 
h e  thought our  p o s i t i o n  should b e  and my eva lv ing  thoughts.  
On h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  Washington, h e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t - h e  more o r  
less agreed wi th  Senator  [Thomas] Kuchel t o  i nc lude  i n  t h e  pa rk  
t h e  no r the rn  p a r t  of what l a t e r  became t h e  ( s t i l l  c o n t r o v e r s i a l )  
Redwood Park. My idea ,  under a combination of judgment and 
p o l i t i c a l  antennae,  was t h a t  p a r t  of Redwood- Creek should be  
included. This  w a s  a t e r r i b l y  complicated th ing ,  s t i l l  is. 

The o t h e r  one had t o  do w i t h  Dos Rios.  I remember, i n  
f a c t  B i l l  Boyarsky, whose book you may have read  o r  heard o f ,  
t o l d  m e  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l  about t h a t  a few months ago. H i s  t h i n g  
i n  t h e  book is more o r  l e s s  accu ra t e .  The Times r e p o r t e r ,  a s  
I r e c a l l  i t ,  c a l l e d  m e  as I w a s  coming down t h e  s t r e t c h  on t h e  
Dos Rios.  

There is an i n t e r e s t i n g  a s i d e  on t h a t  i n  t h a t  maybe i t  is 
s t i l l  t r u e .  That  i s ,  t h a t  t e c h n i c a l l y ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  f o r .  
Resources has  t h e  s o l e  a u t h o r i t y  on approving o r  d i sapproving  
a f e d e r a l  p r o j e c t  whether i t  i s  t h e  Corps of Engineers o r  t h e  
Bureau of Reclamation. 



Livermore: Technica l ly ,  I d i d n ' t  have t o  consu l t  anybody on the  Dos Rios;  
I could j u s t  s ign  i t  o r  not  s i g n  i t .  But I wasn't dumb enough 
not  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  w a s  a cabine t  i s sue .  But, a t  one p o i n t ,  
I w a s  c a l l e d  by, I th ink  i t  was t h e  L.A. Times, and asked, 
"How do you f e e l  about t h i s  i s sue?"  I s a i d  words t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  my thoughts were evolving and t h a t ,  of course,  they would 
depend on cab ine t  d iscuss ion .  Then t h e  r e p o r t e r ,  I fo rge t  h i s  
name, sa id ,  'Well,  what happens i f  your recommendation is n o t  
accepted by t h e  cabinet?" 

Then I s a i d ,  words t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  then maybe it w i l l  
be t i m e  f o r  t h e  governor t o  look f o r  a new sec re ta ry .  That w a s ,  
of course, a p r e t t y  s t rong  statement .  

So I was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  ca rpe t  on t h a t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  by Ed 
Meese a t  t h a t  time. I remember I had t o  say  wi th  some wordiness 
how I f e l t  t o  Ed Meese. I have a few no tes  on t h i s  somewhere, 
a s  I r e c a l l  i t .  "Well," he  s a i d ,  "you a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  th rea ten ing  
t o  r e s i g n ,  a r e  you?" 

A s  I r e c a l l . 1  s a i d ,  ' W e l l ,  I th ink  I would o f f e r  my res ig -  
na t ion  i f  t h e  governor and the  cab ine t  don ' t  accept  my recommen- 
da t ion .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a major i s s u e ,  " which of course,  i t  was. 
I t  t i e d  i n  somewhat with t h a t  October 20th speech. 

Then I remember s e v e r a l  times when f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  was evolving,  t h e r e  was some f r i c t i o n ,  p a r t l y  a 
misunderstanding, t h a t  w a s  a case  where I endorsed l e g i s l a t i o n  
and appeared be fo re  t h e  assembly o r  t h e  s e n a t e  committee 
endorsing t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  cab ine t  had no t  approved it .  
Rather unbeknownst t o  m e ,  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  i n  t h a t . c a s e  Verne 
Sturgeon o r  someone s a i d  t h a t  t h e  governor would ve to  i t .  I 
was a l i t t l e  i n  h o t  water then.  

La te r  I turned out ,  i n  a l l  cases ,  t o  be c o r r e c t ,  a t  l e a s t  
i n  the  ins t ances  I mentioned. Bas ica l ly  I always worked through 
the  cab ine t  system. It i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  look a t  i t  now on a 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  l e v e l .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  he lp  bu t  t h i n k ' t h a t  t h e  
cabinet  i n  Washington simply i s n ' t  working. I t  is too  big.  
They have these  cabinet  counci l s .  It is so much bigger  than 
i t  w a s  i n  Sacramento mechanically. Ins tead  of having, what w a s  
it, f i v e  o r  s i x  cab ine t  s e c r e t a r i e s  the  way. w e  had it, they have 
about e ighteen  of them back the re .  They have a l l  go t  tho-ir 
henchmen and t u r f .  I d o n ' t  know how o f t e n  the  p res iden t  has  
f u l l  cabine t  meetings, bu t  I don ' t  t h ink  it is t h a t  of ten .  



Livermore: He has what they c a l l  t h e s e  cab ine t  counci l s .  Of course,  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  i n t e r e s t s  me t h e  most, t h e  environmental f i e l d ,  
Watt i s  the  chairman of t h i s  cab ine t  counci l ,  and he doesn ' t  
t h a t  o f t e n ,  I don ' t  t h i n k ,  c l e a r  i t  wi th  t h e  f u l l  cab ine t .  I 
don ' t r e a l l y  know. 

Morris  : M r .  Watt doesn ' t  have a chance t o  c l e a r  i t ,  what he ' s  developing 
t h e  whole time? 

Livermore: Well, he seems t o  be  a b l e  t o  run wi th  t h e  b a l l  p r e t t y  handsomely, 
i f  t h a t  is t h e  word. I j u s t  wonder how o f t e n  he  checks wi th  
t h e  p res iden t .  I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

Morris  : When w e  s t a r t e d  our d i scuss ion  today, you mentioned t h a t  by t h e  
end of t h e  Sacramento y e a r s ,  those  cab ine t  meetings would 
inc lude  a s  many a s  twenty-eight .people. 

Livermore: They would b e  i n  t h e  room, They weren ' t  supposed t o  a l l  speak. 
I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  was twenty-eight.  I th ink  t h e  cab ine t  i s s u e s  
were d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  about twenty-five o r  e i g h t  people. A l o t  
of people d i d n ' t  a t t e n d .  For in s t ance ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor 
seldom a t tended;  t h e  c o n t r o l l e r  seldom a t tended;  R i l e s  seldom 
a t tended,  and the  a t to rney  genera l  seldom a t tended.  So those  
a r e  four  important people t h a t  I t h i n k  got  cop ies  of a l l  o r  
most cab ine t  i s s u e s ,  bu t  d i d n ' t  a t t end .  

Morris  : Nor d i d  they send a deputy. 

Livermore: No, no. So I s e n t  twenty-five cop ies  I th ink  i t  was. For 
in s t ance ,  t h e r e  would be t y p i c a l l y  one p r e s s  l i a i s o n  l i k e  Paul  
Beck, and he probably had an  a s s i s t a n t .  So, he probably go t  
two copies .  

So, phys ica l ly ,  s i t t i n g  around t h e  cab ine t  was t y p i c a l l y  
no t  more than e i g h t  o r  t en ,  I ' d  say. 

Persuading t h e  Cabinet 

Morris  : Again, i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  your comment about Secre tary  Watt, t o  
what e x t e n t  d id  you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  governor a 4  t h e  cab ine t  
backed you up i n  your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and p o s i t i o n s  a s  
s e c r e t a r y  of Resources? 



Livermore: Well, t o  t h e  e x t e n t  I ac t ed  on cab ine t  a c t i o n ,  Redwood Park,  
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Minare ts ,  t h e  southern  c ros s ing  [of San Franc isco  
Bay], you name i t ,  I had f u l l  support  provided it went through 
the  c h a i r  which i t  u s u a l l y  did--no problem a t  a l l .  

Morr i s  : By and l a r g e ,  d i d  you f e e l  t h a t  you educated t h e  cab ine t  and 
t h e  government, o r  t h a t  they  were content  t o  t a k e  your p o s i t i o n  
as t h e  expe r t  i n  your t e r r i t o r y ?  

Livermore: I t h i n k  I educated them i n  a l o t  of ways. Perhaps a b e t t e r  
word i s  "persuaded" them. I t h i n k  t h a t  one of  t h e  toughes t  
w a s  t h e  Redwood Park, s o r t  of t u r n i n g  them around t o  what i s  
s t i l l  a kind of an unhappy compromise b u t  a t  l e a s t  one t h a t  
d i d n ' t  c o n s i s t  simply of t u r n i n g  t h e  s t a t e  pa rks  over t o  t h e  
f e d e r a l  government. 

I n  t h e  case  of t h e  Minarets  Road, t h e r e  w a s  a ques t ion ,  I 
t h i n k  always, of educat ion.  I n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  Mineral King 
Road, i t  was a case  of d i r e c t ,  a s  I t o l d  Ann, con f ron ta t ion  
wi th  my coun te rpa r t ,  Frank Walton. So they  a r e  a l l  v a r i a t i o n s .  

Morris  : It looks  a s  i f  i n  those  y e a r s  you were i n  Sacramento t h e r e  
w a s  a r e a l  curve of environmental concern t h a t  peaked about  '69 
and '70 and then dropped o f f  f a i r l y  sha rp ly .  Is t h a t  something 
t h a t  you were aware of at t h e  time, o r  i s  t h a t  more v i s i b l e  
from t h i s  edge? 

Livermore: No, I t h i n k  I w a s  aware of i t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  ye s ,  q u i t e  d e f i n i t e l y .  
I t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  p a r t  of t h e  gene ra l  p o l i t i c a l  c l imate .  It 
was an evo lu t ion  of t h e  o t h e r  people having a l i t t l e  more 
in f luence  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t ;  t h e  d e f e a t  of t h e  Alaska p i p e l i n e ,  
which I wasn ' t  d i r e c t l y  connected w i t h ,  b u t  i t  was a s t r o n g  
wind; t h e  very  c l o s e  d e f e a t  of t h e  SST, and t h e  temporary 
d e f e a t ,  a t  l e a s t - - t h i s  i s  t h e  federal--of t h e  s t r i p  mining a c t ;  
and a d e f i n i t e  d e f e a t  of t h e  Nat iona l  Land Use B i l l ,  a l l  of 
t h e s e  a r e  s o r t  of straws i n  t h e  wind. The ones t h a t  I men- 
t ioned  t h a t  a r e  f e d e r a l ,  of course,  had t h e i r  e f f e c t  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a .  I remember too ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  t h a t  one of my 
happy exper iences  w a s  going t o  Stockholm f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
environmental conference and g e t t i n g  t o  know R u s s e l l  T ra in .  

/I /I 

Livermore: R u s s e l l  T ra in ,  of course ,  s t a r t e d  out  w i t h  g r e a t  f a n f a r e  a t  t h e  
t l m e  of t h e  Stockholm Conference, a s  t h e  chairman of t h e  CEQ, 
t h e  Council of Environmental Qua l i t y .  Then he  moved over  t o  
t h e  EPA. 



Livermore: I c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s ,  bu t  I do remember cab ine t  
c r i t i c i s m  of him along t h e  l i n e s  o f ,  "Well, h e  is t o o  environ- 
mental," k ind  of th ing .  So t h i s  happened i n  1972 and 1973 
whereas i t  probably would n o t  have happened i n  1969, '70, '71. 

I remember a l s o  t h a t  t h e  a t t o r n e y  gene ra l ,  Eve l l e  Younger, 
had t h i s  environmental u n i t ,  headed by t h i s  Nick Yost who w a s  
l a t e r  w i th  t h e  CEQ. He w a s  n o t  adverse  t o  sounding o f f  environ- 
mental ly  i n  a way t h a t  t h e  governor and t h e  r e s t  of t h e  cab ine t  
didn ' t l i k e .  

I d i d n ' t  l i k e  it myself.  I a m  t r y i n g  t o  t h ink  of an 
i n s t a n c e  because he ,  of course,  had t h e  s t r o n g  arm of t h e  l a w  
behind him. H e  was involved, I t o l d  you, i n  t h e  Mammoth case.  
The a t t o r n e y  gene ra l  would n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  make some pronounce- 
- m n t  t h a t  we wouldn't  ag ree  wi th .  But of course,  h e  w a s  e l e c t e d ,  
j u s t  a s  Hugh Flournoy w a s ;  he  was independent.  

So t h a t  was another  s o r t  of a s i g n  of t h e  times. 

Morris  : Is your f e e l i n g  t h a t  Attorney General Younger, maybe, was 
speaking ou t  because t h e s e  were p o l i t i c a l l y  u s e f u l  s ta tements  
t o  make r a t h e r  than  t h a t  t h e r e  were l e g a l  u rgenc ie s  f o r  what 
he  w a s  saying? 

Livermore: Well, you can r e a l l y  only answer t h a t  by a sk ing  him, bu t  t h a t  
w a s  my impression. He had t h i s  environmental u n i t ;  they were 
q u i t e  a c t i v e .  They were a c t i v e  i n  t h e  CEQ. They were a c t i v e  
i n  some state land dec i s ions .  

I don ' t  know him w e l l  enough t o  know whether he  is  a good 
envi ronmenta l i s t  except  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  bu t  I know t h a t  through 
h i s  u n i t ,  he  w a s  more environmental i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r s  than 
our  c a b i n e t  w a s .  



X CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

Waning Environmental Concern 

Livermore: I t h i n k  t h e  t a p e r i n g  o f f  a l s o  cons i s t ed  of s o r t  of fewer i s s u e s  
coming up somehow o r  o the r .  I th ink  t h a t  i s  p r e t t y  we l l  known 
t h a t  t h e  peak w a s  more o r  less i n  1970, and I had some r e g r e t s .  
I know t h a t  one of. my dramat ic  pe r sona l  exper iences  w a s  be ing  
wooed by Sec re t a ry  Hicke l  t o  become undersecre ta ry  of t h e  
I n t e r i o r .  Th i s  came up i n  1969, as I r e c a l l  it. My a c t i v i t i e s  
were s t i l l  a t  t h e i r  peak. The governor w a s  going t o  run  f o r  a 
second term. That w a s  one major reason I d i d n ' t  a ccep t .  Not 
t h e  only reason,  bu t  I f e l t  t h a t  I would then  be d i s l o y a l  t o  
t he  governor.  

I a l s o  f e l t  t h a t ,  s h a l l  we  say ,  number one i n  C a l i f o r n i a  
w a s  more important  than- being number two i n  Washington. I 
don ' t  r e g r e t  t h a t  dec i s ion .  But i t  is ,  of course ,  i n t r i g u i n g  
t o  t h i n k  t h a t  n o t  long a f - t e r  t h a t ,  Hickel  l e f t .  

Morr i s  : You would have been t h e  l o g i c a l  person  t o  move up. 

Livermore: I might have moved up, b u t  I am n o t  s u r e  I would have enjoyed 
i t  much. I was n o t  e n t h r a l l e d  wi th  a l o t  of t h ings  I s a w  i n  
Washington, b u t  t h a t  i s  a l i t t l e  o f f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

So, i n  g e t t i n g  back t o  your  ques t ion ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a 
t ape r ing  o f f .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  s t i l l  is. Look a t  Watt. He i s  
the  extreme t ape r ing .  

Morr i s  : Yes. To what e x t e n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  f o r t u n e s  of p o l i t i c s  and t o  
what e x t e n t  is  i t  a changing pe rcep t ion  of t h e  environmental 
needs i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  economic needs? 

Livermore: Jumping up now t o  1982, you mean? 



Morris : Well, t h e  taper ing  o f f ,  you say i t  was evident  whi le  you were 
i n  Sacramento. 

Livermore: Well, I th ink  i t  was t h e  culmination of j u s t  what you say. I 
th ink  t h e  Alaska p i p e l i n e  i s  a s  good a  sy..bol a s  comes t o  mind. 
That was a  f i e r c e  s t r u g g l e  you know. The envi ronmenta l i s t s  
were b i t t e r l y  aga ins t  i t .  I happily d i d n ' t  take  p a r t  i n  i t .  
I could have been involved. 

By t h e  s k i n  of t h e i r  t e e t h ,  you might say ,  t h e  development 
people, namely the  o i l  people, won out .  I th ink  t h a t  was 
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  here  was a  r e a l l y  tough case wi th  g r e a t  
convict ion and s i n c e r i t y  on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  bu t  t h e  environmen- 
t a l i s t s  l o s t  t h e  b a t t l e .  

I don ' t  say,  where I s i t  now, whether t h a t  i s  bad o r  good. 
I th ink  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  enact  f e d e r a l  land-use l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  
another s ign .  So I th ink  these  th ings  do tend t o  go i n  curves. 
I was j u s t  t a l k i n g  t h i s  morning t o  Dick Wilson, a  good f r i e n d  
who was, l i k e  me, I guess you would say,  s o r t  of a  l i b e r a l  
Republican. 

He was on the  s t a t e  Coastal  Commission. Now he  is  on the  
s t a t e  Board of Fores t ry .  We t a l k  q u i t e  f requent ly  about t h i s  
type of th ing .  He was saying what you o f t en  hear  quoted now 
t h a t ,  '!You know, how can Watt and Reagan and conservat ive  
Republicans no t  acknowledge t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p o l l i n g  t h a t  t h e  
environment i s  s t i l l  important." You s e e  t h e s e  p o l l s  and 
e ighty  percent  of t h e  people say they a r e  s t i l l  s t rong ly  i n  
favor of environmental c o n t r o l  and so  f o r t h .  But, I pointed 
ou t ,  i f  you a l s o  look a t  polls--which I th ink  we a l l  do 
f r equen t ly - - l i s t ing  the  most important th ings ,  say of John Q. 
Public--Gallup P o l l  o r  F ie ld  P o l l ,  whatever i t  is--and they 
w i l l  l i s t  e i g h t  o r  t e n  i tems:  What do you th ink  about so  and 
so? 

I n  r ecen t  yea r s  the  environment is seldom mentioned. I 
th i?A t h e  most succinc t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h a t  I have heard--and 
I am su rp r i sed  more people d i d n ' t  p ick  i t  up--was when I came 
back from Washington. I th ink  i t  was j u s t  a  month o r  two a f t e r  
my EPA t r a n s i t i o n  team leadership  a c t i v i t y ;  t h e r e  was a  b i g  
front-page ad i n  Time magazine. 

You may have seen i t .  They have a  c i r c u l a t i o n  of about 
seventy m i l l i o n  people, f o r  about e i g h t  o r  t en  magazines. To 
g e t  t h i s  i s s u e  they had a l l  t h e  e d i t o r s  of a l l  t h e  magazines 
brainstorm the  major problems c o n f r o n t i n g - t h e  American p u b l i c  
f o r  s i x  months and here  they a re .  The environment was n o t  even 
included i n  t h e i r  l ist .  



Livermore: I thought t h a t  was a  very s i g n i f i c a n t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f ,  a s  you 
say ,  t h e  taper ing  o f f .  I f e l t  cur ious  enough and disappointed 
enough i n  i t  t h a t  I wrote t h e  e d i t o r ,  and I got s o r t  of a  lame 
answer. It was a g a l ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y .  I have got  t h e  l e t t e r  
somewhere. It went something l i k e  t h i s .  It s a i d ,  "By go l ly ,  
t h a t  i s  kind of amazing. I guess we goofed. We d i d n ' t  even 
th ink  of t h e  environment. However, i f  you look on page 135 
of such and such an i s s u e  i n  t h i s  magainze and page 140 of t h a t ,  
and so  f o r t h ,  you w i l l  f i n d  t h e  environment mentioned." 

You know, I thought t h a t  was a  very f e e b l e  answer, but  
very s i g n i f i c a n t .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a c r o s s  t h a t  envi ronmenta l i s t s  
have t o  bear .  So, how t o  measure these  th ings ,  I don' t  know. 

I th ink  one of t h e  g r e a t  problems of our time i s  t h e  
s ingle- i ssue  people, you know: Are you f o r  abor t ion  o r  aga ins t  
i t ?  I f  you a r e  aga ins t  i t ,  I am aga ins t  you. Are you f o r  the  
environment o r  aga ins t  i t ?  I f  you a r e  aga ins t  i t ,  I won't vote  
f o r  you. 

Well, l i f e  i s n  't t h a t  simple. 

Reagan's Environmental Image -. 

Morris : You t a lked  s e v e r a l  times about M r .  Reagan's environmental image 
i n  Sacramento. Was t h i s  something you and he t a lked  about? 
Was t h i s  something t h a t  he was concerned about? 

Livermore: I remember when I f i r s t  met him, t h e  f i r s t  th ing  he s a i d  was, 
"You know, I did  no t  say "When you have seen one redwood, you 
have seen them a l l , "  which had been so widely quoted. (But 
i t  appears t h a t  he d id  say  something very much l i k e  t h a t ! )  

So, I t h i n k  t h a t  he i s  a marvelous pe r sona l i ty .  Although 
he keeps t a l k i n g  about 3e ing  a c i t i z e n  p o l i t i c i a n ,  of course 
now he is  obviously a  damn good p o l i t i c i a n .  He c e r t a i n l y  i s  
not  a  card-carrying S i e r r a  Clubber. We arranged a meeting once 
wi th  S i e r r a  Club l eade r s .  A s  I r e c a l l  we j u s t  t a lked  general- 
i t i e s .  

That would be an i n t e r e s t i n g  d a t e  t o  t r y  and check. 

Morris  : Did you s e t  t h a t  up f o r  him? 



Livermore : 

Morris  : 

Livermore : 

Morris  : 

Livermore : 

Morris  : 

Livermore: 

Morris  : 

Livermore : 

I s e t  i t  up, bu t  I a l s o  remember i t  was Mike Deaver, of a l l  
people,  who I used t o  t h ink ,  and s t i l l  is,  q u i t e  a  good 
env i ronmen ta l i s t ;  he  took t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  t h a t .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  
he  s a i d ,  "Le t ' s  g e t  a  meeting wi th  t h e s e  S i e r r a  Club people." 
I don ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  c r i s i s  a t  t h e  t ime. 

Would i t  have been i n  1970 i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  r e e l e c t i o n  
campaign? 

I r e a l l y  don ' t  remember; I remember we had a  luncheon. I 
th ink  i t  was j u s t  an e f f o r t  on Deaver 's p a r t ,  w i th  my happy 
acceptance,  t o  have t h e  governor t a l k  t o  t h e s e  people.  

Fence-mending, a s  they c a l l  it*? 

I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. I f  I thumbed through e i g h t  y e a r s  of 
ca l enda r s  I could probably f i n d  i t .  But i t  was a  luncheon i n  
t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e .  It was p l easan t .  The l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  
S i e r r a  Club w a s  t h e r e ;  I t h i n k  s e v e r a l  of t h e  d i r e c t o r s :  J o e  
Fontaine.  I t h i n k  Ed Wayburn, Mike McCloskey. There must have 
been something t h a t  they wanted t o  p u t  over ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  
hones t ly  remember what i t  was. It may have been t h e  wi ld  
r i v e r s .  

It sounds l i k e  something t h a t  M r .  Reagan wanted t o  pu t  over ,  
o r  t h a t  M r .  Deaver wanted t o  p u t  over.  

A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  Deaver j u s t  thought i t  would be a  good i d e a  t o  
meet w i t h  them. 

But t h e  S i e r r a  Club l e a d e r s h i p  took t h e  oppor tuni ty  they had. 

Yes. They t a lked  t o  me about i t .  But, a s  I say ,  I don ' t  
remember i f  they had any g r e a t  b i l l  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  bu t  i t  must 
have been something. You know, we j u s t  d i d n ' t  s i t  around 
e a t i n g  sandwiches. There were no t  spa rks  l i k e  t h e  r e c e n t  
meeting you doub t l e s s  read about w i th  Meese and McCloskey and 
Jay H a i r  and R u s s e l l  Pe te rson ,  e t  c e t e r a .  

So, g e t t i n g  back t o  your  ques t ion  about t h e  governor ' s  
environmental image, I would have t o  say one of my d isappoin t -  
ments i n  terms of a  few cab ine t  i s s u e s  was b i l l b o a r d s .  They 
seem t o  be a never-dying i s s u e .  It is  one of those  t h i n g s  the: 
is no t  t h e  b i g g e s t  i s s u e  environmental ly ,  n o t  t he  sma l l e s t .  I 
can t e l l  you a  l o t  of s t o r i e s  about b i l l b o a r d s .  I j u s t  h a t e  
b i l l b o a r d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u r a l  a r eas .  



Livermore: Ac tua l ly ,  Standard O i l ,  among o t h e r  people ,  a r e  very good. 
They d o n ' t  have any. I remember i t s  p o l i c y :  no r u r a l  
b i l l b o a r d s .  But, I was t o l d  by Deaver and o t h e r s ,  "You have 
got more important  f i s h  t o  f r y ;  don ' t  b r i n g  t h a t  up t o  t h e  
governor.  H e  l i k e s  b i l l b o a r d s . "  O r  worse, t o  t h e  e f f e c t :  
"Well, don ' t  b reak  your p i c k  on t h a t  one because t h e  governor 
doesn ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  any problem wi th  b i l l boa rds . "  That 
kind of bothered m e  a  b i t .  

But a s  f a r  a s  environmental  imagegoes ,  c u r r e n t l y  c e r t a i n l y  
a s  p r e s i d e n t ,  somebody, d o n ' t  ask  me who, a  s e r i e s  of people 
have g o t t e n  t o  him. He i s  quoted a s  say ing ,  j u s t  l i k e  Watt, 
t h a t  "Environmental e x t r e m i s t s  a r e  bad people." I j u s t  c a n ' t  
b e l i e v e  it. I haven ' t  t a lked  t o  him pe r sona l ly  s i n c e  I l e f t  
Sacramento, s o  I don ' t  know. But something may have changed 
h i s  mind o r  evolved i n  h i s  mind. 

Morris  : When you and h e  were i n  Sacramento toge the r ,  you f e l t  t h a t  he  
d i d  have a  concern f o r  environmental  p r o t e c t i o n ?  

Livermore: Oh, I t h i n k  so .  My w i f e  and I took him, a s  you might know, 
f o r  f i v e  days i n t h e  mountains. We were j u s t  s i x  o r  seven of 
us .  I have a  movie of t h e  t r i p .  It is  r e a l l y  q u i t e  amusing. 

Morris  : Does Molly S tu rges  know you have t h a t  movie? 

Livermore: Gee, you b e t t e r  no t  t e l l  h e r .  The governor h a s  a  copy of it. 
I made a  copy f o r  him. I t i t l e d  i t  myself ,  and I t r e a s u r e  i t .  
I have i t  up a t  t h e  ranch.  

Morris:  Well, I would th ink  you would. 

Livermore: It i s  a  l o t  of fun. It shows him ca t ch ing  f i s h .  It shows 
Nancy swa t t i ng  mosquitoes.  It i s  a  good movie. H e  loved t h a t  
t r i p .  It was even w r i t t e n  up., wi thout  naming names, i n  one of 
Nancy Reagan's books. So h e  c e r t a i n l y  has  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
out-of-doors. 

Morr i s  : H i s  l o v e  of h i s  ranch c e r t a i n l y  i s n ' t  an image. 

Livermore: Absolutely.  He loved t o  chop wood, I know, on t h i s  t r i p .  I 
do remember though, s e v e r a l  t imes on t h e  t r i p  he  t o l d  u s  a  l o t  
of anecdotes  of h i s  movie experiences--cavalary ho r ses  charging 
over  h i l l  and a l l  t h i s  k ind  of bus iness .  He s a i d  s e v e r a l  t imes,  
you know, "I have enjoyed my p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  f a r  more than  my 
movie l i f e ,  much more i n t e r e s t i n g . "  

Morris  : Rea l ly ,  i n  what way? 



Livermore: Well, I guess ,  j u s t  every way. There must be a  l o t  of boredom 
on t h o s e  movie s e t s  where they t ake  t h e  same scene maybe 
twenty t imes.  I never  asked him t h i s  d i r e c t l y ,  bu t  I imagine 
t h a t  i s  one source of h i s  g r e a t  s t o r i e s .  He's go t  end le s s  
n i c e  l i t t l e  humorous s t o r i e s  and anecdotes.  It was j u s t  s o r t  
of s i t t i n g  around t h e  s e t  and p ick ing  up s t o r i e s ,  I guess.  

Morris  : I s n ' t  t h e r e  a  phrase  i n  t h e  t h e a t e r  world, t h a t  i f  you a r e  a  
quick s tudy you can  remember th ings ,  and you can p i c k  up usab le  
informat ion  quick ly .  

Livermore: I never  p a r t i c u l a r l y  heard t h a t ,  bu t  I would say i t  c e r t a i n l y  
a p p l i e s  t o  him. 

Putnam Livermore and t h e  Republican S t a t e  Cen t r a l  
Committee, 1972-1974 

Morris  : Well, thank you. You have r e a l l y  rounded ou t  every th ing  t h a t  
I could  t h i n k  of t o  add t h a t  Ann d idn ' t  a sk  you. One th ing ,  
you mentioned your b r o t h e r  be fo re  we turned  t h e  t ape  recorder  
on. 

Livermore: Rob or--? 

Morris  : Put.  Your c a r e e r s  i n  a  way, s o r t  of kep t  pace. He was on t h e  
Republican S t a t e  C e n t r a l  Committee wh i l e  you were i n  Sacramento? 

Livermore: Yes, he was s t a t e  chairman. He was e l e c t e d  chairman. The 
yea r s  must have been 1972; i t  was l u c k i l y  j u s t  be fo re  Watergate. 

Morris  : He was chairman f o r  Nixon's r e e l e c t i o n  campaign? 

Livermore: Yes, I t h i n k  he was chairman, a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  1972, '3  and '4. 
He was extremely a c t i v e  i n  Republican p o l i t i c s  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  
o r  obviously he wouldn't  have been e l e c t e d  s t a t e  chairman. He 
s t i l l  keeps h i s  oa r  i n .  He r e a l l y  worked hard a t  it. 

Morris  : I would th ink  i t  is  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  job. Did you and he  consu l t  
a t  a l l  and o f f e r  each o t h e r  advice  and suppor t  whi le  you were 
very much involved i n  t h e  admin i s t r a t i on ,  and he was very  much 
involved i n  t h e  p a r t y ?  Was t h e r e  much feedback back and f o r t h ?  

Livermore: Well, q u i t e  a  b i t .  There was some l e g i s l a t i o n  he  was i n t e r e s t e d  
i n ,  b u t  no t  t h a t  much r e a l l y .  H i s  concern was more wi th  t h e  
e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n s  and s t a t e  p o l i t i c s ,  f e d e r a l  



Livermore: p o l i t i c s ,  fundra i s ing ,  which was a  p e r p e t u a l  bugbear. Then, 
he w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  involved,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days,  i n  computeri- 
za t ion  of p r e c i n c t s  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  composition. H e  d i d n ' t  
involve  m e  i n  t h a t .  

Morris  : That i s  something I understand t h a t  Win Adams had some 
exper ience  i n  b e f o r e  he  came i n t o  t h e  admin i s t r a t i on .  Did he 
s t a y  i n  touch w i t h  your b r o t h e r  a t  a l l ?  

Livermore: Well, I t h i n k  t h a t  they  knew each o t h e r  q u i t e  w e l l  because of 
t h e  reason you j u s t  mentioned, bu t  I don ' t  know anyth ing  about 
t h e  computer izat ion.  A l l  I know of Win was descr ibed  t o  me-- 
he  w a s  a  good Trojan ,  you might s ay ,  i n  t h e  campaign. I th ink  
h e  worked under o r  w i th  Tom Reed. 

Morris  : Yes, I guess  your b r o t h e r  had something t o  do wi th  t h e  Cal 
P l an  too. The p i ck ing  of t a r g e t  d i s t r i c t s  i n  hopes of e l e c t i n g  
more Republican l e g i s l a t o r s .  

Livermore: Sounds l i k e  i t .  I wasn ' t  involved i n  t h a t  a t  a l l .  We t a lked  
f r equen t ly  about fami ly  ma t t e r s ,  bu t  no t  t o o  much--I remember 
going t o  t h e  convention i n  Sacramento when Put  was e l e c t e d .  
There was a  l o t  of p o l i t i c k i n g .  We went t o  a  l i t t l e  r ecep t ion ,  
my wife  and I d id .  I never  had anyth ing  t o  do w i t h  s t a t e  
p o l i t i c s .  I made some modest c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  b u t  I w a s  never ,  
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  on t h e  s t a t e  committee. 

I f e l t  t h a t ,  w i t h  a  l a r g e  fami ly  and very a c t i v e  job,  
t h a t  congress iona l  chairman was p l e n t y  f o r  m e .  

Morr i s  : And a  congress iona l  Republican o rgan iza t ion  doesn ' t  r e l a t e  
t o  t h e  s t a t e  Republican o rgan iza t ion?  

Livermore: Well, i t  i s  s o r t  of o p t i o n a l .  Th i s  s t i l l  i s ,  of course ,  s o r t  
of a p r o v i n c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  I n  t hose  days, Marin was i n  t h e  
F i r s t  Congressional  D i s t r i c t ,  j u s t  due t o  geography r a t h e r  
than t o  chronology. We had our  own cozy group, you might say ,  
our  own f i n a n c e  committee. We consul ted  t h e  s t a t e .  Some of 
t h e  people who were a c t i v e  i n  t h e  F i r s t  D i s t r i c t  would go t o  
Sacramento t o  t h e s e  meetings. 

I went once o r  twice. I went once t o  hea r  Nixon speak. 
T h i s  was, I t h i n k ,  j u s t  a f t e r  he had been defea ted  f o r  
governor. But I never  went up t h e  l adde r  a t  a l l .  I j u s t  
wasn ' t  i n t e r e s t e d .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  I had t h e  time. The same 
reason t h a t  I r e fused  B i l l  Roberts  t o  g e t  on t h e  bandwagon 
on Reagan's 1966 campaign. That i s  s t i l l  more o r  l e s s  t r u e .  



Livermore: Of course ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  has  been s p l i t ,  and of course  we always 
vote .  But, i n  terms of--oh, I had t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  you know, h e r e  
t o  m a i l  s t u f f .  We had a l l  t h e  fami ly  ou t  h e r e  address ing  
envelopes and walking p r e c i n c t s  and going t o  meetings, a l o t  
of them q u i t e  boring.  

So, you know, p a r t  of t h e  b a l l  game. 

Morr i s  : Oh, i t  i s  a g r e a t  experience.  

Livermore: It i s  g r e a t ,  and i t  i s  American c i t i z e n r y  a t  i ts  f i n e s t .  

il i/ 

Transc r ibe r s :  Beverly Butcher,  Karin Rosman 
F i n a l  Typ i s t :  Cather ine  Winter 
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A T R A I L  R.IDER I N  T H E  H I M A L A Y A S  

NORMAN E. LIVERMORE, JR. 

S E V E S  summers of trail riding as guide and packer in 
California's High S i e i ~ a  wilderness should have satisfied 
my craving for  the open spaces. But the higher moun- 
tains of Asia were always a lure, and I dreamed of wil- 
derness camping under their snowy heights. I wanted to 
"see new countiy," to explore a bit of the vast Hima- 
layas, to find out how packing mas done on the other 
side of the world. 

I t  was several rears before I was able to realize this 
ambition, but finally the fond hope came true, and I 
made my way to the Vale of Kashmir in the northern- 
most part of India. From here it was possible to take 
ponies and trek into the high westein Himalayas which 
separate Kashmir from Tibet, Chinese Turkestan, Rus- 
sia, Afghanistan, and the Sorthmest Frontier Province. 

I t  was late in September of 1936 that I ariived in 
Srinagar after a rough 200-mile bus ride from Rawal- 
pindy, the last rail point on the plains of "downcountry" 
India. Srinagar is the capital and only sizeable town in 
the upland Vale of Kashmir. This famous valley, f a r  
back in the Himalayas, is completely encircled by high 
mountains. Escept for  the gorge of the River Jhelum, 
leaving the valley proper at  an altitude of 5,200 feet, the 
lo~vejt pass into the Vale is orer 10,000 feet high. Cer- 
tainly here was an admirable place from ahich to leare 
on a mountain trip, and I looked forward eagerly to 
hittine t h e  u 

trail for  the 
h igh  coun- 
try. 

But mak- 
ing prepara- 
tions for a 
m o u n t a i n  
trip in Kasli- 
mir, I found, 
was a much 
more  com- 
p l i c a t e d  
process than 
in the west- 
e r n  Un?ted 
States. Try 
as I would, 
it mas near- 
ly a meek 

funds and a complete lack of experience in eastern meth- 
ods and customs. 

First of all, I had to decide where to go. Being an 
American, and alone, it was hard for  me to get informa- 
tion on this subject. Time and funds would allow me to 
take only a four or five week trip. Ti th in  this time, I 
calculated I should be able to make at least a 250-mile 
circle tour in the mountains. But in which direction? 
As I soon learned, the Himalayan country is so huge 
that a month's trip is little more than a nibble at the 
possibilities. Before arriving in Kashmir, I had hoped I 
might make it over the famous Karakoram Pass, probably 
the highest trade route in the world. But in Srinagar they 
told me it took thirty days' pony and coolie trarel just 
to reach Karakoram. From there, it mould take another 
two months to return to Srinagar by a circular route. 
I n  order to see as much of the countiy as possible I did 
not want to retrace my steps, so I realized that my am- 
bitions would have to be curbed. 

The maps showed a stretch of roadless mountain coun- 
t l y  200 miles a ide  and 400 miles long, only a small part 
of ahich I would be able to see. And yet this area itself 
was only a portion of the Himalayan wilderness. Cer- 
tainly I had come to the land of plenty for  a wilderness 
trail rider! I finally decided that the most sensible thing 
to do was to make a comparatively small circle trip, 

taking in as " 
m a n y  a s  
possible of 
t h e  attrac- 
tions in the 
p e a r b y  
Himalayas. 
I planned to 
t r a v e l  u p  
t h e  m a i n  
trade route 
h e a d i n g  
n o r t h e a s t  
i n t o  Tibet, 
c r o s s  t h e  
Himalayas ,  
t h e n  t u r n  
nest through 
arid Ladakh 
u n t i l  I . . A -  b e f o r e  I . - . . . . reached the . -. - .  . ' "  . .  - .. .- . - - . . . . . . could  g e t  , - ' - Gilgit trail 

under way. - - e - L . --  ,-- %:' , - which goes -.. - < \ 
. 4- . -.. w,i*+%--  Things move :- -. - *:.P .: '-' - . . * ,  . . .: * * 

- * & # 

R , -  from Kash- 
s l o w l y  in  w 8 -  - .  . - -  ye. , - . + ~ ' J : W  Ymx' . -  6. - ' 3  .., mir north to 
India, par- F i  .; ,:. .,?.-* - . + - - 

.+ ""'6 -. Russia a n  d 
titularly for The Himalayas are vast, the American trail rider found, but very little privacy is Turkes t an .  
a wes t e rn  enjoyed on the trail. For one thing, camps are often made on the outskirts of 

some village; in fact, only once during his month-long trek did he pass a day with- 
-4 d a y ' s  

g u i d e  with out coming across natives. Here he is with his pony boy and a Hindu priest at  a t r a v e l  u p  
l i m i t e d  sacred cave at  Amarnath, about 13,000 feet above sea level t h i s  t r a i l  
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would give me a fine view of 
Nanga Parbat, fifth highest 
mountain in the world. I 
could then return down trail 
to the Jhelum below Srina- 
gar, whence a day-long boat 
journey 'would bring me 
back to my starting point. 

While planning my tour, 
I was also busily engaged in 
gathering an outfit for the 
pack trip. Here I found de- 
cisions even harder than in 
the case of the itinerary. Be- 
cause of the language diffi- 
culty, I found it would be 
essential to have an inter- 
preter. This man would also 
be my "bearer," or personal 
servant, such as all Euro- 
peans in India emplo~.  But 
I did not reckon on taking 
five sen7ants and six ponies, 
which after much bargaining 
is what I ended up with. 

For a self-respecting west- 
ern packer to go into the 
hills acconipanied by a young 
army of servants, and with 
tents and other equipment 
requiring six p o n i e s  for 

The author and his w.lderness "entourage" - consisting of a bearer, or personal 
servant, a wood and water gatherer, a cook and two pony boys - all for less than 

five dollars a day, with six ponies thrown in 

transportation, Kas a situa- 
tion very hard for me to 
swallo~r. But being pressed for  time, and confronted From my point of view the trip itself was a big suc- 
with Kashmir custom and the highly diversified Indian cess, though I I-ould hardly say it could be compared 
labor system, I had no choice but to proceed with this with one of our western trips, since it was so different 
luxurious outfit. I could not object on account of es- in almost every detail. We covered the first Mty miles 
pense, because the complete set-up of men, ponies, and in a bus which brought us to Pahlgam, a small town a t  
equipmerit cost me less than five dollars a day! 7,000 feet elerntion, well situated for  a start into the 

higher mountains to the north. 

Here's the way it's done in the Vale of  Kashmir. After riding this stouE little 
pony forty miles. the author found he could make better time on foot - and 

so he walked the two hundred and sixty miles! 

From here the circle back to 
Srinagar was over 300 miles. 

Clinging to the belief that I 
was still a western packer, I rode 
for  forty miles on one of the 
stout little ponies, but I soon 
found I could make much better 
time on foot. So I walked all the 
rest of the trip, except for  the 
last thirty-five miles when F e  
loaded the equipment onto a 
"doonga" boat and were poled 
back up the Jhelum to Srinagar. 

I t  is not possible to give here 
even a brief ridurn6 of the trip, 
but a few observations and es- 
periences may be of interest to 
our own wes t e rn  wilderness 
travelers. 

"Trekking" is quite well estab- 
lished in the mobtrrins of Kash- 
mir, and the local government 
takes a considerable interest in 
it. They set pony rates for  the 
more popular short trips in the 
nearest mountains. These rates 
set a standard for charges ever?.- 
where, so that although I crossed 
and recrossed the main range of 
the Himalayas and went into 
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rougher country f a r  back of the usual trekking area, I 
was able to hire ponies for the whole trip at ridiculously 
cheap rates. An amusing feature involved in the rental 
of Himalayan ponies is the fact that the packers, or  
"pony boys" as they are called in Kashmir, are consid- 
ered a part of the ponies. One rents ponies, which come 
fully equipped not only with saddle and blankets, lead 
rope and pack bags, but with pony boy3 as well! 

Although trail riding is well established in Kashmir, 
camping and pack- 

241  
man-who wore only a flimsy blanket draped about him 
like a toga. Footwear varied from sturdy leather san- 
dals, called "chaplies," to badly worn grass slippers. 
Apart from headwear, the only item of clothing most of 
them had in common was a long-tailed shirt. The longer 
and baggier the shirt-tails, the better, because they al- 
ways wore them outside. 

The ponies were equally inconsistent in their appear- 
ance. Their saddles, consisting only of a light reed frame 

set between blan- 
ing methods could kets, were set f a r  
hardly be called forward on their 
eiilcient according withers. The "yak- 
to our standards. dans" or other side 
The saddle nnd packs were loose- 
kyacks - they are ly tied onto a 
called "yakdans" broad s t r i p  of 
in the, Himalayas burlap which was 
-are of the most , , . ..: . . 

, . 
simply slung over 

p r i m i t i v e  type, . , .. I the animal so that 
and there is prac- i~::,.: it hung down on 
tically no method either side. Their 
to the packing. At oddly assorted top 
an early stage in packs d i s p l a y e d  
the trip I demon- everything f r o m  
strated the dia- six foot long reed 
mond hitch to the mats to clanking 
men. They were kerosene cans. One 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  i n  pony carried the 
their approval of prize item - a 
its eficiency, but s m a l l  w i c k e r  
aere not interest- basket containing 
ed in learning it. three live chickens 
Why should they whose incessan t  
be, with so much cncklingwas raised 
man p o w e r  t o  to a squawk when- 
spare? They had ever we went over 
no fear of a pack's a p a r t i c u l a r 1  y 
slipping or turn- s t e e p  or rough 
ing, because on the spot. 
trail there was a Kashmir camp- 
man to each mi- ing methods are 
mal. Since the men similar to ours in 
always walked, it some respects, but 
was a simple mat- are on the whole 
ter to stop nnd quite d i f f e r e n t .  
adjust packs. I n  Probably the most 
fairness to them disagreeable f ea- 
I mus t  a d m i t ,  ture, until you get 
though, that their used to it, is the 
assymetrical a n d  fact that you can 
loosely-tied packs never drink un- 
rode  remarkably b o i l e d  w a t e r .  
well even on the There is too much 
r o u g h e s t  a n d  

It  was necessary to beat the ponies up the steep trails in Ladakh, 
risk of picking up 

steepest trails. At  across the Himalayas from the Vale of Kashmir. Note the treeless, dysentery, chclera, 
6rst puzzled, I barren landscape or any of a num- 
f i n a l l y  decided ber of other dis- 
that this packing eases. This risk 
success was due to the smaller poniev and lower-swung exists in almost eveT stream, since native villages, shep- 
loads, thus greatly reducing the rolling and pitching herds and travelers are everywhere. 3'ortunately for me, 
motion that is apt to shift packs on larger animals with I was so late in the season that the considerable cold 
higher setting pack saddles. greatly reduced thirst on the trail, and I seldom eom- 

On the trail, our outfit certainly presented a ludicrous pletely used the small canteen of boiled water I carried. 
sight. The men all wore turbans, but the rest of their At meals, I drank very liberally of tea. They ereu served 
clothes varied greatly according to their means. My it to me before breakfast,, an Indian custom called 
bearer, Xahamdu, as the best paid man in the outfit- chota hazri. 
about sixty cents a day-was as European as possible A minor and somewhat amusing inconvenience in camp 
in his dress. At the other end of the scale was the is the need for precaution against village burglars who 
bhisti-wood and water gatherer and general odd job are apt to steal into your (Continlting on page 383) 
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"That being the case it becomes necessary, 
f o r  me to eharge you three men with re- 
sponsibility for  this fire. 'Mr. Young found 
this fly card, bearing the name of that 
firm, among the debris beside your camp 
fire. You can see that there is only one 
logical conclusion." 

Framley studied the card momentari l~,  
then passed it  to  his companions. 

"I was the one who left it there. I may 
be chump enough to s tar t  a forest fire, but 
I wouldn't attempt to deny it. I covered 
the fire with lots of dirt, but I suppose 
that wasn't enough." 

"It wasn't this time," Cazier responded. 
"Evidently you didn't figure on the mind 
whipping the dry  dirt away. Water and 
plenty of it would hare been the only safe 
solution. There is no alternative but f o r  
me to turn this over to the local authori- 
ties. What  action they will take is beyond 
my jurisdiction. But I do intend for  them 
to know of the good work you three have 
done here. I beliere you hare learned 
that real woodcraft is something known as 

TRAIL RIDER IN 

tent at  night and make off with anything 
they can lay hands on. To prevent this, 
the approl-ed system is to T r a p  a long 
dog  chain through and around your lug- 
gage and tie it to your camp cot, thus 
providing a crude hut effective burglar 
alarm. 

Since even in the moat remote part  of 
the Himalayas the caniper comes to a ril- 
lage every two days or so, it  is possible 
to bup fresh supplies frequently. The 
choice is generally limited to eggs, chick- 
ens and mutton. But  these are very nel- 
come additions to the larder, particularly 
since they are so cheap. El-en in the most 
remote village I reached, ten days' pony 
travel from the nearest road, I found I 
could hug a chicken for  about twenty 
cents. Another easily obtainable article of 
food is "ghee," which is butter made out 
of buffalo milk - horrible stuff which I 
was never able + J  grow fond of. 

On the whole, things went very smooth- 
ly as  the trip continued. The itinerary 
worked out almost as  planned, and I got 
along very well with the men in spite of 
the fact that my hearer mas the only one 
I could speak with. I n  one place, on the 
north side of the Himalayas, me got into 
such rough c o u n t v  that I had to hire 
coolies to cai-ry all the pony loads. On the 
whole, though, the trails were comparable 
to those in our own western mountains. 
The passes we crossed were of course even 
higher than those in the California High 
Sierra, hut I was fortunate in not finding 
either rain or snow on the high places. 
Wet weather often closes Himalayan 
passes to travel, because in many steep 
places the trails become dangerously slip- 
pery. 

As I look back on the trip, it  was defi- 
nitely a success from my point of view, 
even though I was not able to get as f a r  
back as I had hoped. I n  the main, my am- 
bition to experience Himalayan packing 
methods was satisfied, and I had many 

horse sense. I f  you care to go now, all I 
ask is that you report to the sheriff a t  
Laramie as soon-" 

"h'othing doing," Frawley cut in. "We 
started this mess and right here we stay 
until the last rock i3 cool. The men here 
have told me this fire covered 1,100 acres 
and destroyed timber valued a t  $90,000. 
I suppose other resources beyond value 
were destroyed. I've seen enough burned 
deer carcasses to last me a lifetime. The 
least we can do is help clean this u p  and 
then pay whatever the judge decides we 
should." Frawley looked toward his com- 
panions, who nodded their agreement. 

A grin of frank admiration swept over 
Cazier's face. "There is plenty of clean- 
up  work to be done here," he said, and his 
hand went out to Frawley's. Lou Young 
stood silent, pushed his soiled sombrero 
dangerously close to the back of his head 
and eyed intently the scorched shoes of 
the fishermen. "By dad," he exclaimed, 
you Nebraskans sure can take it!" Then 
his smoke-grimed paw shot foivard.  

THE HIMALAYAS 
.om page 345) 

interesting adventures during the trip. 
But  I was definitely disappointed in the 
Himalayas as mountains f o r  wilderness 
camping. I t  is true that their vast extent 
and high altitude are thrilling features. 
They also have their good points scenic- 
ally. The abundance of glaciers, f o r  in- 
stance, and the lovely forest colorin,o pro- 
duced by the numerous high altitude 
birches, are  features that our mountains 
do not have. Neither do me have such an  
abundance of attractive high grasslands, 
with accompanying greater numbers and 
variety of game. 

On the other hand, the Himalayas have 
very few lakes and meadows, which are 
such an attractive feature of our western 
mountain scenery. Nor is the fishing as  
good. The native Kashmir fish are of no 
interest to the sportsmen. With compara- 
tively few exceptions, all the good fishing 
in this region is in streams that hare  been 
planted with European fish. I have al- 
ready mentioned the difficulty with drink- 
ing water. Another unattractive feature 
is the scarcity of good campsites. Where- 
as in our western mountains the milder- 
ness camper seldom halts near more than 
one other small camping party, in the 
Himalayas camps are often made near 
some village, with little privacy. 

To  sum up,  our western mountains give 
more of that great feeling of being in an 
unspoiled wilderness country that do the 
bigger, higher and less accessible Hima- 
layas. Only once during my month-long 
Kashmir trek did I pass a day without 
coming across some natives either in vil- 
lages, on the trail, or in shepherd camps. 
I n  our western mountains, on the other 
hand, I have often gone fo r  much longer 
stretches without meeting a soul. Biy ad- 
vice, therefore, is--go to the Himalayas 
for  a most interesting and instructive 
a d v e n t u r e b u t  stick to your own West- 
ern mountains if you want the real wil- 
derness camp feeling. 

-- . 
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APPENDIX B R O A D S  R U N ~ N I N G  W I L D  

By NORMAN B. LIVERMORE, JR. 

THE days of Daniel Boone, Lewis and Clark, Kit 
Carson and other wilderness trail blazers are long past. 
Our western frontier is a matter of history. Wild 
range lands, once the home of the cowboy, have yielded 
to the fence and plow. And now the back country 
packer is doomed. He still o m s  his outfit and roams 
the wilderness trails with his favorite string of pack 
mules. But the overwhelming army of autoists is 
steadily encroaching on his domain, and his back coun- 
try wilderness areas are yielding to roads running wild. 

The typical California packer is one of our few 
remaining picturesque individuals. He is half-way 
between the old-time cowboy and the modein "dude 
11-rangler" of Wyoming and Nontana. H e  o m s  his 
o m  outfit, but conforms to no k n o m  business methods. 
X e  spends the summer and fall working harder than his 
own mules. I n  winter, he lives idly on his summer 
earnings, bothering only to see that his horses and 
mules are doing well on their foothill range. In  the 
month of May he comes out of hibernation, oils up  his 
saddles, shoes his well-rested horses and mules, and 
moves up to his high mountain camp at the end of 
some road. 

H e  is a keen judge of saddle horses, and even keener 
when it comes to pack mules, becausenext to himself- 
his saddle and pack stock are his most important assets. 
His home camp seldom amounts to much--one or two 
corrals, a few saddle racks, some snow-warped hitch- 
ing posts, a small "cook shack." To a newcomer, he 
himself may appear tough. But beneath his weath- 
ered countenance is a simple, honest soul and a per- 
sonality abundant in good humor. To many of us, 
he is the last representatire of the old West, and we 
hope he can hang on. 

Whether or not he lasts will depend upon our fu- 
ture road building policy. While more and more 
city-confined people are learning the joys of a vaca- 
tion in the wilderness, the remaining wilderness areas 
in California are steadily shrinking and disappearing. 
There are many today who think there is plenty of 
wili country left, enough, in fact, for their descend- 
ants to explore. But,sad torelate, this is far  from true. 

What about this wilderness problem? Should we save 
some wild country, or should it all be opened up to 
modern civilization? This debate is becoming an im- 
portant one. Butoists say, "We want more roads." 
Tilderness enthusiasts reply, "If you must see our 
wilderness, leave your car and pack in for it. Riding 
through the mountains at forty-fire miles an hour is 
no way to enjoy the out-of-doors. The r e v  fact you 
are a motorist is evidence that you are content with 
civilized surrw~ndings. There are already more than 
enough roads for you to travel. Stick to them. and 
leave the small area of remaining wilderness to those 
of us who love it and depend upon it for our rec- 
reation." 

In  discussing wilderness preservation, the first 
stumbling block is to agree upon a definition. To a 
few old-timers, the adveilt of the pack train spoiled 
our ~~.ildrrness. To many modern motorists. a wilder- 

ness is any place that cannot be reached in a car. To 
my mind, a wilderness area may be d e h e d  as a region 
sufficiently removed from auto roads so that people 
can, and do, pack in a t  least one day's journey and 
spend one or more nights camping out in the back 
country. Such an area, therefore, must possess two 
essential characteristics: Remoteness from roads suffi- 
cient to require the average camper to stay a t  least 
overnight in a back country camp, and sufficient at- 
tractiveness, either of scenery, fishing, hunting, or other 
features, to induce people to seek an outing in this 
wilderness region. 

According to this defhition, there are thirty-three re- 
maining wilderness areas in California, totalling some 
4,800,000 acres in extent. Of these, most are small 
in size. For example, a twelve-year old Boy Scout 
takes a fourteen mile hike for his first class test. And 
yet today in California there are only seven different 
wilderness areas \\-hose size is the equivalent of a 
fourteen-mile square or better. Of these, there are 
only two of any size that are more than ten miles 
from the end of some esisting auto road. All the rest 
have been taken over by the autoist. 

Apart from sentimental values existing in the wilder- 
ness, there are a surprising number of economic ac- 
tivities dependent upon our wilderness areas. These 
may be summarized as follows: (1) Wholly dependent 
upon wilderness areas, 160 packers, with an invest- 
ment of $900,000; (2)  largely dependent upon wil- 
derness areas, (a)  770 resorts, with an investment of 
over $30,000,000; (b) 169 camps, with an investment 
of over $1,690,000; (c) a large number of private 
recreational holdings, including over 2,000 head of 
private saddle and pack stock; total value unknown, 
and (d) over a quarter of our total fish and game re- 
sources, in pursuit of which our sportsmen spend over 
$100,000,000 each year; (3) partially dependent upon 
wilderness areas, supplies of fur-bearing animals, tim- 
ber reserves and watersheds. 

That the demand for wilderness area recreation has 
been growing, there is no doubt. Last year some 136,- 
000 people traveled into Califoinia wilderness areas, 
and more are going each year-people who hare learned 
the richness of the pleasures to be derived from a real 
wilderness vacation. Where packers have not been forced 
out of business by roads, they are doing well. But, with 
felt- esceptions, all face the road menace, and fear the 
day when California's beautiful mountains vill be com- 
pletely laid open to cur mechanical civilization. 

The most destructive influences from the rrilderness 
point of vierr are the Civilian Conservation Corps; 
local "booster" groups; the ate tourist campers, and 
the lack of statewide planning. The tremendous amount 
of road-building by CCC camps during the past three 
rears has destroyed many a wilderness. Before 1933, 
ihe Forest Service in California had constnicted one 
and one-half miles of tiail to every mile of road. 
Since that time, the CCC ratio has been only one-fourth 
mile of trail to every mile of road. Such road-bnild- 
inp zeal is regarded gloomily by conservationists. 



Most new roads are started by local politicians and 
chambers of commerce. Aiming for an increase in 
auto tourist trade, they urge a new road in their re- 
gion. Built in many cases at considerable expense, it 
is extremely doubtful that the new roads represent a 
net gain to the state. The auto camper's desire to see 
new regions is translated into road-building action. The 
autoist then has a 
new road on which 
to watch the scen- 
e r y  w h i z  by ,  
while the area is 
spoiled forever as 
a wilderness. 

Lack of a state 
plan has contrib- 
uted to the de- 
s t r u c t i o n .  We 
have at  present 
t h e incongruous 
picture of a de- 
mand f o r  and 
construction of 
new roads with- 
out s u f f i c i e n t  
f u n d s available 
a d e q u a t e l y  to 
maintain the ex- 
isting ones. 

The world - fa- 
mous High Sierra 
is far  the largest 
and h e s t  wilder- 
ness remaining in 
California today. 
I t  is over 2,300,- 
000 acres in ex- 

fish and game diminish, sportsmen are turning more 
and more to fewer and fe-ver wilderness areas. 

The auto tourist already has enough roads. There 
are over 100,000 miles of roads in California. I f  the 
average man never took anything but auto trips on 
his annual two-weeks1 vacation, it mould still take him 
100 years to travel the roads of California once. To 

t r a v e 1 National 

The demand for 
is  growing--and 

tent, almost half of the total remaining wilderness area 
in the state. There is still a great stretch of territory 
between Yosemite and Sequoia Kational Parks that is 
unspoiled by roads. One can travel over two hundred 
miles through the "high country" entirely by trail, but 
this last stand of the primitive is threatened upon all 
sides. 

The state is at  this moment engaged in blasting a 
road into the Kings River Canyon, in the heart of 
this High Sierra area. More serious, because it will 
cross the range and bisect the wilderness, is the pro- 
posed road from Porterville to Lone Pine. Such a 
road will open u p  the Kern River vtgion, justly re- 
nowned for its unspoiled wild beauty. And there are 
others, too numerous to mention, that will whittle away 
at  our last frontier. The vnited States Forest Service 
and the National Park Service have set aside several 
large areas to be kept in a "primitive" state but 
friends of the wilderness have no definite assurance 
that roads will not eventually penetrate all. 

To this condemnation of excessive road-building, 
many will doubtless reply, "Vhat of i t?  This is a new 
era. Automobilists are far  in the majority. Why save 
the wilderness for the few 4'' This frequently-expressed 
q u e q  has, it seems to me, some very good answers: 

The value of recreational travel into our 'wilderness 
areas is popularly underestimated. Practically all of 
the 136,000 persons who traveled into our wilderness 
areas last year were sportsmen. This means that a 
good fourth of our hunters and fishermen seek their 
sport in wilderness areas. The annual expenditures 
by sportsmen in this State are estimated by the State 
Chamber of Commerce to be over $100,000,000. As 

Forest and Na- 
tional Park roads 
alone would take 
him twenty-eight 
years. 

M a n y present 
roads do not pay 
f o r themselves. 
I t  is only too well 
k n o w n  by our 
highway engineers 
that most moun- 
tain "recreational" 
roads do not pay 
for their mainte- 
nance charges. To 
pay for the up- 
keep of a mod- 
ern road, it re- 
quires the travel 
over it of 400 
cars a day every 
day of the year. 
And yet one of 
our latest wilder- 

wilderness recreation n e s  s - spoiling 
will continue to grow State roads, whic'n 

cost over $1,500,- 
000, is e x p e r i -  

encing a travel of less than 100 cars a day. Our high- 
way engineers repeatedly point out that all of our 
available highway funds are necessary for maintenance 
and improvement of existing roads; yet selfish and 
short-sighted groups are continually agitating for more 
new roads. ~ - 

Fish and game hogs do not operate in wilderness 
areas. In  the back country, where the hunter has to 
pack his buck onto a none-too-willing mule, instead of 
dumping it into a rumble seat, and where the fisherman 
must eat his fish instead of carting home several limits 
for his family and friends, there are not many poor 
sportsmen. The type of man who is a game hog sel- 
dom strays from the comforts of an automobile civiliza- 
tion. He prefers a short walk from his car, and an 
armchair rather than a campfire recital of his prowess. 

A growing minority must be recognized. Sports- 
men and others are becoming aroused over the rapid 
disappearance of our wilderness. They realize that, 
with its disappearance, will go one of our most price- 
less heritages. As a valiant stand against the road 
menace, packers last summer formed The High Sierra 
Packers1 Association. Their voice as yet has been 
small, but it will grow in volume. Last summer, &f- 
teen members of the Association displayed placards in 
their mountain camps. Interested wilderness travelers 
read the following inscription : 

HELP SAVE THE BACK COUNTRY 

Sign the petition below, and help us in our 
effort to prevent the encroachment of roads upon 
our remaining High Sierra wilderness area. 

Under this placard Irere tacked petition sheets: 



PETITION 245 last sumer I only packed 2 parties ont 74 dollare 
We, the undersigned, wish to record here our was all I took in all summer I had to work for cattle 

protest against the encroachment of roads upon the 
remaining High Sierra wilderness area. We feel 
there are already enough roads for the auto tourist. 
The remaining country should be left in its natural 
wild state, and we intend to unite in our efforts to 
keep it so. 
These petition sheets, tacked in haphazard fashion 

on corral fences, cook shacks, or saddle racks, were 
signed by nearly four thousand wilderness travelers. 
This is a small number, but it indicates the attitude 
of a great many more. 

Whether or not the packer survives will depend 
upon the progress of wilderness conservation. There 
is a large and growing bodv of citizens that are op- 
posed to road-building. But they are not as well or- 
ganized as the destructi~e groups. What happens 
when the latter succced is only too aptly described in 
the following letter from a packer friend: 

"Dear Sir: I will tell you about the packing biznes 
an you can ficks the blank to sute your self as  I can 
explain it bitter. Now I am one of the oldest packers 
around this countrey I have been packing from - - - 
meaddows for over 20 years and when I first started 
to packing aney one that was s hunter atoll and a 
fishermen could get the limet and now they have roads 
all around me and now there is 30 men to 1 buck that 
is kill and same way with fishing. I had 30 head of 
stock an had 2 an 3 men helping me an was bisey all 
the time and since hard times and new roads have 
been bilt the packing has been going down to nothing 

men to get buy. I eather half to quit or move and 
the pack an hunting will never be like it ust be and 
when they bild roads in to a new countrey it is no  
more a wild countrey the fish an game start to going 
down rite a way. I had 5000 dollare of equipment 
10 years a goe now it aint worth mutch. There is 
more people coming to the mountains than ever was 
bnt the most of them stay a long the roads an hunt 
an where the new roads are the 5 h  an game dont have 
aney chance." 

The author does not contend that all new roads are  
destructive. Many miles of new construction are doubt- 
less warranted, particularly in heavily timbered areas. 
But what is deplored is the construction of purely recre- 
ational roads to be used by motorists who already have 
more than enough roads to travel. 

Readers may interpret this article as an appeal t o  
save the back country packers. I t  is, if savbg the packer 
means saving the wilderness against road% running wild. 
Some California packers are better situated than others. 
Much of the high mountain wilderness will remain un- 
spoiled for a long while. But the pressure for new roads 
is unabating. Increased wilderness travel and a militant 
stand by conservationists will be needed to save our back 
country from ultimate disappearance. The establishment 
of Forest Service Primitive Areas has been a great 
source of encouragement to wilderness enthusiasts. A 
great deal of good work has been done by an aggressive 
minority. But the road menace is ever present, and the 
wilderness ever on the defensive. 

Photogra~h by Qabrlel Moulin 
The tremendous amount of road building by the Civilian Conservation Corpr during 
the past four yean has destroyed many a wilderness area, the author contends 
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APPENDIX C 
Let's Call It PROservation 

I N recent years there has evolved 
entirely too much "CON" in con- 
servation. In  many circles, the 

loudest noises emanate from the 
"conservation shouters" who are 
really more preservationist than con- 
servationist. Their departure from 
the precepts set by Theodore Roose- 
velt and Gifford Pinchot are growing 
ever more noticeable. 

Perhaps the ultimate in this aber- 
ration occurred at the 1961 Wilder- 
ness Conference in San Francisco, 
where the United States .Forest Serv- 
ice did not even appear on the 
printed program. Imagine printing 
a program on the subject of wilder- 
ness without even showing as a par- 
ticipant the one organization that, 
more than any other, helped start 
the wilderness movement! 

As a result of this increased over- 
emphasis on preservation, we now 
hear the .plea that a new word is 
needed, a word to help pinpoint the 
wide divergence of opinion between 
the "preservationist" and the "mul- 
tiple use" schools of natural resource 
conservation. 

In literature and in everyday use, 
the term "multiple use" has been 

By N. B. LIVERMORE, JR. 

used widely to define the brand of 
conservation that disagrees with 
many of the tenets of the "preserva- 
tionist" school. But this term is 
cumbersome and, as the 1963 Public 
Opinion Survey by American Forest 
Products Industries clearly showed, 
it is almost completely unknown to 
the great majority of the American 
people. Might not a completely new 
word, therefore, be the answer to this 
growing problem? 

It is particularly fitting that we 
should look for such a new word be- 
cause we are told that the present 
meaning of the word "conservation" 
as it applies to the field of natural re- 
sources was itself coined by Gifford 
Pinchot in 1907. In looking for ex- 
amples of success with an arbitrarily 
coined word, perhaps one of the best 
is the word Kodak, which was created 
by George Eastman in 1887 and has 
been a household and dictionary 
word ever since. 

Therefore, in searching for a new 
word, there is no etymological rea- 
son why we should not coin one 
arbitrarily, as did Pinchot and East- 
man. Such a word should be reason- 
ably short, easy to pronounce, and 

not readily confused with other 
words. 

My suggestion is the  word 
PROservation. If this word could be 
publicized to emphasize the differ- 
ence between it and "PREservation," 
I believe a great deal of good could 
be accomplished in helping to clari- 
fy the very real difference between 
the two schools of thought. As a 
catch phrase, proservationists might 
describe themselves as the "PRO'S" 
among the conservationists, not only 
because they have dedicated their 
lives as professional, full-time con- 
servationists, but because their opti- 
mistic, multiple use "PRO" attitude 
as "PROservationists" fulfills the 
fullest and finest meaning of the 
word "conservation." 

The new word is not meant to 
compete with the word conservation 
but rather to acknowledge conserva- 
tion as a parent term. Neither is it 
meant to claim that it is superior to 
the word "PREservation." The  sug- 
gestion is merely that it be used as 
a means of pinpointing the differ- 
ences between two schools of thought 
in the conservation field. The con- 
cept may be diagrammed thus: 

CONSERVATION 
J L 

PRESERVATION PROSERVATION 

A rough outline listing some of 
the differences between the two 
schools of thought might be as 
follows: 

PRESERVATIONIST 
1. The preservationist is a "son of 

Mary." He enjoys to the depths 
of his heart and soul the wilder- 
ness trail, the mountain pack 
train, the evening campfire, and 
he fights with zeal to retain 
them ror himself, in the form in 
which he wants them. 

PROSERVATIONIST 
The proe~rvationist is a "son of 
Martha." He too loves the trail, the 
stream, the campfire. But while the 
preservationist sits in reverie, the 
proservationist builds the  t ra i l s ,  
wrangles the pack stock, and builds 
the campfire. 

2) The preservationist apparently Tlie proservationist realizes that wise 
thinks that most natural resource use of our natural resources is a 
users are evil, profit-seeking ex- prime necessity in our civilization, 
ploiters who do not care a whit and that a "multiple use" conserva- 
for the public good. tionist is just as much dedicated to 

the public good as is a preserva- 
tionist. 

3) The preservationist is apparen- The proservationist realizes that 
tly unable and unwilling to steadily increasing population pres- 
modify any of his stands or be- sure necessitates compromise solu- 
liefs. tions to many complex problems of 

land use. 
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4) The  preservationist prefers the 
philosophy of the National Park 
Service and favors a single use 
for a given area of wild lands. 

5) The  preservationist places prime 
emphasis on esthetic and eco- 
logical values in an area as little 
disturbed as possible by man. 

6) The preservationist tends to 
think in terms of future values, 
particularly in terms of indefi- 
nite postponement of economic 
realization from such values. 

7) In the case of wilderness, the 
preservationist feels it essential 
not only to preserve wilderness 
areas but to include a substan- 
tial fringe acreage around them 
that is not used for wilderness 
recreation but is "locked-up" 
against economic development. 

8) The  preservationist, by and 
large, is against all forms of 
hunting on wild lands. 

9) The  preservationist is generally 
not concerned with the costs of 
his projects, either in terms of 
current costs, lost tax bases, or 
loss of income and employment 
opportunities provided by nat- 
ural resource users. 

The proservationist prefers the phi- 
losophy of the United States Forest 
Service and strongly believes in mul- 
tiple use of a given area of wild 
lands. 
The proservationist is aware of the 
desirability of esthetics and undis- 
turbed ecology, but is keenly aware 
of the economic importance of alter- 
nate uses. 
The  proservationist thinks mainly in 
terms of present values, including 
keen realization of the importance 
of maintaining lands in private 
hands in order to maintain local tax 
revenues. 
The  proservationist believes that the 
resources of such fringe areas can be 
used in such a way as not to spoil the 
essentially primitive character of the 
wilderness lands typically lying be- 
hind such fringe areas at higher 
elevations. 

The proservationist believes that 
hunting is a proper activity on all 
wild lands except those areas of 
parks where concentrated human use 
is permitted. 
The proservationist is extremely con- 
cerned about costs both present and 
future, and feels that the economics 
of alternative land use should be 
given prime consideration. 

10) The preservationist is a strong The proservationist feels that we 
advocate of increased acquisi- should go slow in adding to our 
tion of private land by govern- already huge inventory of public 
men t agencies. lands, particularly in the West. 

11) The preservationist wishes to The proservationist, while appreciat- 
keep as large an area as possible ing the primitive, feels that the solu- 
of our public lands in a primi- tion to land use pressures can be 
tive and undeveloped state. better served by developing present 

public lands rather than by condem- 
nation and acquisition of private 
land. 

So let "proservation" be the battle cry for multiple use. But in hoisting their 
colors, let proservationists do so in a spirit of humility and understanding as well 
as firmness. There has been enough barging of heads already. The time has 
come for better understanding between both branches of the conservation family. 
Or, to take liberties in paraphrasing the well-remembered words of a great 
sportsman: 

"When the Great Creator comes 
to judge our mortal band, 

He will not ask of "pro" or "con" 
but how we used the land. 

n41.. Livermore, who wl-ites from San Francisco, is well known in California for 
his activities as a conservationist and mountain packer. I n  the 19?0's, he organ- 
ized the High Sierra Packers Association and iuas outfitte~. for the first wilderness 
trip taken by the American Forestj? Associntion in Califontin. After seruice in 
World War 11, he entered the lumber business and for the past several years has 
been an ~xeclctive of a major redwood lumber company. H e  is the author of 
sezreral ariicles on the general sir b ject of conseruat ion nnd wil(lerness travel. 

Reprinted front AMERICAN FORESTS, June 1964, Magazine of T h e  
A . .  . .  F . .  . .  A ' . '  



APPENDIX D - Speech t o  t h e  F r i ends  of t h e  Bancroft  L ib ra ry  by Norman B. 
Livermore, October 11, 1981 

Moderator: Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  i n t roduce  Norman B. Livermore, Jr. and t e l l  
you t h a t  my fami ly  and I have known Ike  and h i s  family f o r  
almost f i f t y  yea r s .  And r e a l l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  known r e a l  re levance  
about I k e ' s  a b i l i t i e s  came when i n  1936, he  was tou ted  a s  t h e  
t a l l e s t  ca t che r  t h a t  had eve r  been on an Olympic b a s e b a l l  team. 
However, t h a t ' s  a r a t h e r  narrow s i l h o u e t t e  f o r  a man wi th  a 
very  broad background. So, you must know t h a t  I k e  h a s  been a 
lumberman, a very a c t i v e  member of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, a premier  
packer i n  t he  S i e r r a  Nevada. And a l s o  h e  was Sec re t a ry  f o r  
Resources of t h e  s t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  about e i g h t  y e a r s  and 
headed t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  team i n  t h e  Environmental P r o t e c t i o n  
Agency i n  1980. I t a k e  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  i n  i n t roduc ing  my f r i e n d  
I k e  Livermore. 

Livermore: I ' m  n a t u r a l l y  honored and p leased  t o  be here .  When J i m  Hart ,  
whom I d i d n ' t  know a t  t h a t  t ime,  asked me t o  come, I of course  
asked him why they would choose m e  f o r  t h i s  august  ga the r ing  of 
env i ronmen ta l i s t s  and e c o l o g i s t s .  And h e  s a i d ,  "Well, t h a t  was 
q u i t e  simple." And I s a i d ,  "Why i s  t h a t ?  There a r e  many more 
eminent p r a c t i c e r s  of t h i s  vague p ro fe s s ion  around h e r e  ghan I 
am." And he s a i d ,  "Well, i t  was q u i t e  easy t o  choose you." 
And I s a i d ,  "Why i s  t h a t ? "  H e  s a i d ,  "You have more enemies than  
any of t h e  r e s t  of them." [ l a u g h t e r ]  

And he s a i d ,  "In f a c t ,  you ' r e  an expe r t  i n  making enemies." 
Which reminds m e  of t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  some of you may have heard,  
about t h e  women's group i n  P o r t  Angeles, Washington. They 
decided they wanted t o  l e a r n  something about r a i s i n g  chickens.  
So, they h i r e d  t h i s  farm adv i so r  and he gave them t h e  pre l iminary  
informat ion  about  t h e  hutches  and so  f o r t h .  And he  s a i d ,  "Now, 
when you o rde r  t h e  chickens (you can g e t  them from Sea r s  Roebuck) 
why, t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  you do i s  you have t o  choose t h e i r  s.;x." 
Well, t h e  l a d i e s  s a i d ,  "How do you do t h a t ? "  He s a i d ,  "1t i s  
r e a l l y  remarkable. A l l  you do i s  you g e t  some t r a y s  and go o u t  
i n  t h e  garden and d i g  angleworms. And you s p r i n k l e  t h e  angle- 
worms among t h e  ch icks .  And you wouldn't  b e l i e v e  t h i s ,  bu t  t h e  
male ch icks  e a t  t h e  female zngleworms and t h e  female ch icks  
w i l l  e a t  t h e  male angleworms." Well, of course,  they  s a i d ,  
"How do we t e l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  male and t h e  female 
angleworms?" He s a i d ,  "Ladies, I d o n ' t  know t h a t .  I ' m  only 
a chicken expe r t .  " [ l augh te r ]  



Livermore: A s  I s a i d  be fo re ,  I seem t o  have had p r e t t y  good l u c k  a t  making 
enemies, s o  I thought ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose  of you from Marin, 
would a p p r e c i a t e  one of my e p i s t l e s .  Lucki ly ,  I don ' t  remember 
who wrote  t h i s ,  bu t  i t  was i n  1970 and i t  r eads  a s  fo l lows:  
"I f i n d  it very d iscouraging  and tremendously depress ing  t h a t  
someone in your p o s i t i o n  i s  defending t h e  P e r i p h e r a l  Canal!!! 
How d i s g u s t i n g  t h a t  you too  have been bought and pa id  f o r .  
People l i k e  you a r e  r u i n i n g  my s t a t e ,  and you w i l l  n o t  be 
around t o  s e e  t h e  d i s a s t e r  t h a t  you a r e  s o  h e l p f u l l y  c r e a t i n g .  
A s  a  Marin County r e s i d e n t  I am w e l l  aware of your family back- 
ground. I suggest  you change your name t o  something o t h e r  than  
Livermore. A s  you ' r e  simply degrading t h a t  name now, perhaps 
a  name l i k e  Reagan o r  Murphy would be a p p r o p r i a t e  and a  move t o  
Southern C a l i f o r n i a  would c e r t a i n l y  be i n  o rde r  f o r  you." 
[ l a u g h t e r ]  

Well, I cou ldn ' t  h e l p  b u t  be n o s t a l g i c  a s  I came by t h e  
d i s p l a y  case .  I remember i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  one of my f a v o r i t e  
e a r l y  correspondence b i t s  i s  wi th  Bob Marsha l l ,  whose b r o t h e r  
George Marshal l  was p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club when I f i r s t  
went t o  Sacramento. And George and I engaged i n  a  r a t h e r  a c r i d  
correspondence from t ime t o  t i m e .  But I remember one p a r t i c u l a r  
c a s e  where he  d isagreed  w i t h  m e ,  i n s t e a d  of c a l l i n g  m e  a  l i a r  
o r  a  bum o r  some v i t r i o l i c  phrase,  he  s a i d ,  "Ike, pour s tand  on 
t h i s  p o s i t i o n  f i l l s  me wi th  a  sense  of wonder." And I always 
thought t h a t ' s  a very n i c e  way t o  d i s a g r e e  wi th  someone. I f  
you d i s a g r e e  wi th  them, say ,  "Your p o s i t i o n  f i l l s  me wi th  a  
sense  of wonder." 

Well, I thought f i r s t  I might make a  few remarks about  
wi lderness ,  c e r t a i n l y  one of my f a v o r i t e  s u b j e c t s .  And aga in  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  d i s p l a y  'cases,  I was p a r t i c u l a r l y  f a s c i n a t e d  
by t h e  e d i t e d  l e t t e r  of Benton Mackaye, who Dick Leonard knows 
b e t t e r  t han  I ,  b u t  who is ,  I b e l i e v e ,  one of t h e  t h r e e  founders  
of t h e  Wilderness Socie ty .  And you could s e e  how h e  was 
s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a  d e f i n i t i o n  of wi lderness .  And two t h i n g s  a r e  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  me. F i r s t ,  he  mentions noth ing  about s i z e .  To 
me a  w i lde rnes s  has  always been a  b i g  ~ i l d e r n e s s ,  b u t  he  doesn ' t  
mention t h a t .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  is ,  he  mentions t h e  t h r e a t  of 
r a d i o ,  b u t  he doesn ' t  mention h e l i c o p t e r s ,  which were non- 
e x i s t e n t  i n  h i s  t ime,  which i s  ano the r  s u b j e c t .  

Thc complexi t ies  of wi lderness  a r e  now manifold. I read  
r e c e n t l y  t h a t  Rod Nash, whom some of you know, t h e  wi lderness  
expe r t  ( I  guess  you'd c a l l  him t h a t )  from U.C.  Santa  Barbara 
i s  now sugges t ing  t h a t  wi lderness  be c l a s s i f i e d  under f i v e  
d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  One of which i s  a  no-rescue wi lderness ,  
which i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  thought .  



Livermore: I mentioned h e l i c o p t e r s ,  i t  burns me--pardon t h e  slang-to know 
t h a t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e  Park Service--the dea r ,  
revered Park Service--is d e l i v e r i n g  g r o c e r i e s  [by h e l i c o p t e r ]  
i n  t h e  Kings Canyon Nat iona l  Park.  Now t h e r e  may be a l o t  of 
you i n  t h e  audience t h a t  don ' t  l i k e  mules, b u t  I hope you l i k e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  even l e s s .  And i f  t h e r e ' s  anything l e s s  i n  t une  
wi th  Mackaye's s ta tement  on wi lde rnes s  than  a motorized t r ans -  
p o r t a t i o n ,  I don ' t  know what i t  would be. 

The l a s t  t h i n g  I ' d  say about wi lderness  i s  what I c a l l e d  
s a l i e n t s ,  bu t  j u s t  l a s t  n i g h t  I was reading  i n  t h e  Pub l i c  
Lands I n s t i t u t e  a new term t o  m e ,  which i s  "cherry stems." 
Now, a cher ry  s t e m  i s  a s a l i e n t  i n  a wi lderness ,  and apparent ly  
t h i s  involves  most ly d e s e r t  wi lderness ,  which I ' m  n o t  a s  
f a m i l i a r  w i th  as t h e  High S i e r r a ,  b u t  t h a t  i n  e f f e c t  i s  a 
s a l i e n t .  And as Dave Brower was say ing  j u s t  be fo re  w e  came i n  
here ,  t h e r e  was one noted che r ry  stem which was a s a l i e n t  i n  
Rock Creek i n  t h e  High S i e r r a ,  many of you know i t .  And t h e  
Fores t  Serv ice ,  God love  them, blocked o f f  t h a t  road. So I can 
t h i n k  of many cher ry  stems s a l i e n t s .  Two of them, of course,  
a r e  i n  t h e  Minare ts  Corr idor ,  my f a v o r i t e  w i lde rnes s  p r o j e c t .  
One i s  t h e  road i n t o  Red's Meadow and t h e  o t h e r  one i s  a road 
i n t o  a c e r t a i n  cowman's cab in  i n  t h e  p i n  cushion country.  So, 
i f  I l i v e  long  enough, o r  maybe some of you w i l l ,  I t h i n k  those  
cher ry  stems should b e  plucked. 

Now a couple  of t h i n g s  about emotion. I used t o  t e l l  my 
good f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  lumber i n d u s t r y ,  who used t o  r a n t  and rave  
a g a i n s t  my equa l ly  good f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, t h a t  emotion 
i s  a f a c t .  They would say ,  "Let 's  knock o f f  a l l  t h i s  emotion." 
I s a i d ,  "Emotion i s  a f a c t .  I t ' s  a f a c t  of l i f e . "  However, 
sometimes i t  can go a l i t t l e  b i t  t oo  far-- in  my opin ion ,  I want 
t o  add. You might be  amused t o  know t h a t  I have be fo re  m e  
exce rp t s  from t h e  l ead  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Saturday Evening Pos t  
f o r  December 6 ,  1919, sixty-two y e a r s  ago. I t ' s  e n t i t l e d  "The 
Las t  Stand of t h e  ~ i a n t s "  by ~ a m b e l  G. B l i t h e ,  and 1'11 j u s t  
quote p a r t  of i t .  It r eads  as fol lows:  "Forty y e a r s  more, and 
probably l e s s  than  t h a t  u n l e s s  they a r e  preserved ,  and t h e  
o l d e s t  l i v i n g  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  world w i l l  have vanished." I n  
o t h e r  words, by h i s  p r e d i c t i o n  twenty y e a r s  ago t h e r e  would be 
no more redwoods. So I o f f e r  t h a t  a s  a symbol of emotion. 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about  t h e  c o s t  of t h e  Redwood 
Nat iona l  Park,  something t h a t  I had a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  do wi th .  
I n  t h e  l a t e s t  t a l l y  I heard,  i t  was approaching a c o s t  of a 
b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  Now, I ' m  no t  say ing  t h a t  some of you may no t  
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  cheap a t  t h e  p r i c e .  You could argue,  f o r  5nstance, 
t h a t  a T r iden t  submarine c o s t s  a b i l l i o n ,  s o  what's a b i l l i o n  
i n  t h e  redwoods? Well, I j u s t  o f f e r  a couple of t e a s e r s .  



Livermore: That b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  which I t h i n k  could have been saved by 
means of land exchanges r a t h e r  than  taxpayer  d o l l a r s ,  would 
be more than  enough t o  cover  t he  p r o t e c t i o n  of a l l  t h e  San 
Joaquin and Sacramento Valley l e v i e s ,  which a r e  i n  very bad 
shape. And t h e r e ' d  be enough l e f t  over  t o  he lp  t h e  Coastal 
Conservancy, which i n t e r e s t s  a l l  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  and which i s  
seve re ly  underfunded. 

It might i n t e r e s t  you a l s o  t o  know, and some of my good 
S i e r r a  Club f r i e n d s  d o n ' t  l i k e  me t o  remind them about t h i s ,  b u t  
when w e  came down t h e  s t r e t c h  i n  t h e  1968 compromise l e g i s l a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  Redwood Nat iona l  Park t h e  main stumbling b lock  was 
Congressman Wayne Asp ina l l ,  a  s a l t y  c h a r a c t e r  i f  I eve r  knew 
one. I could t a l k  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  day about  him. Anyway, he  
t o l d  Udal l ,  Stewart  Udal l  n o t  Mo Udal l ,  t h a t  be fo re  he 'd  even 
t a l k  about  t h e  Redwood Nat iona l  Park they had t o  augment t h e  
Land and Water Conservat ion Fund. Asp ina l l  had g r e a t  hopes f o r  
t h i s  fund because--some of you may even have them--they were 
going t o  s e l l  t h e s e  "golden e a g l e  pas spor t s , "  I t h i n k  they  c o s t  
f i v e  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r ,  and t h i s  was going t o  produce hundreds 
of m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s .  Well, t he  a c t u a l  f a c t  was, i t  produced 
p r a c t i c a l l y  nothing.  The po in t  of t h e  s t o r y  is ,  t h e  money [ f o r  
purchase of t h e  Redwood Park]  came from l e a s i n g  t h e  Santa 
Barbara Channel. So Stewart  Udal l  l ea sed  t h e  Santa  Barbara 
Channel, which l a t e r  caused problems as you a l l  know, and t h a t  
money came i n t o  t h e  Land and Water Conservat ion Fund. So, I 
say ,  wi th  only s l i g h t  tongue i n  cheek, t h a t  t h e  Santa  Barbara 
blow-out paid f o r  t h e  Redwood Nat iona l  Park. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I c a l l  t h e  Redwood Nat iona l  Park a  "hyphenated 
park ,"  because perhaps no t  a l l  of you know, t h e  r e a l  s u p e r l a t i v e  
p a r t  of t h a t  park  i s  n o t  n a t i o n a l  a t  a l l ,  i t ' s  t h e  s t a t e  parks:  
P r a i r i e  Creek, Del Norte Redwoods and Jedediah Smith Park. And 
I noted wi th  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t ,  i n  t h e  annual  c o u n c i l o r s '  r e p o r t  
of t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League, t h a t  ou r  good f r i e n d  John 
Dewitt  [execut ive  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  league]  s ays  t h a t  i n  e f f e c t .  
I t ' s  i n  w r i t i n g ,  i.1 case  you want t o  l ook  a t  i t ,  t h a t  i t  r e a l l y  
i s n ' t  a  n a t i o n a l  park  u n t i l  t h e  s t a t e  parks  a r e  included.  Which 
b r i n g s  up a g i g a n t i c  horse  t r a d e  which I and o t h e r s  have 
suggested which I won't  go i n t o ,  b u t  i t ' s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  thought .  

The l a s t  t h ing  I ' d  l i k e  t o  say about redwoods i s  a  
f r i e n d l y  d i scuss ion ,  o r  whatever you want t o  c a l l  i t ,  wi th  
Newton Drury. Dear Newton, n o t  long be fo re  he  d i ed ,  and my 
argument was a s  fo l lows:  The number one o b j e c t i v e  s t a t e d  on 
a l l  t h e  Save-the-Redwoods League s t a t i o n a r y ,  a l l  t h e i r  l i t e r a -  
t u r e ,  and I quote  d i r e c t l y ,  is  as fo l lows:  number one o b j e c t ,  
1 1  To re scue  from d e s t r u c t i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a r e a s  of our  primeval '  
f o r e s t s . "  So I s a i d ,  "Newton, when you c u t  a redwood you d o n ' t  



Livermore: des t roy  i t ,  you u t i l i z e  i t .  When you c u t  down a corn f i e l d  t o  
produce s i l a g e ,  you do n o t  des t roy  i t  you u s e  it. So, my 
sugges t ion  is t h a t  i n s t e a d  of say ing  ' rescue  from d e s t r u c t i o n , '  
which i s  l i k e  a red  r a g  t o  a b u l l  t o  a l l  u s  pro-lumbermen, 
say ' p r e se rve  f o r  p o s t e r i t y . '  What's wrong w i t h  t h a t ? "  
Well,  Newton agreed wi th  me, I even have t h i s  i n  w r i t i n g ,  bu t  
t h e  t r o u b l e  i s  dea r  Newton i s  no t  h e r e  any more, and I ' m  too  
busy t o  p r e s s  t h e  ma t t e r  f u r t h e r .  But I w i l l  say t h i s ,  i f  my 
wording i s  accepted i t  only t akes  twenty-two spaces ,  M r .  Brower, 
and t h e  o l d  one t akes  twenty-three, so  I t h i n k  i t  has  a double 
ob jec t ive .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  

I have another  l i t t l e  thought on what are c a l l e d  "over- 
zealous and i n c o n s i s t e n t  envi ronmenta l i s t s , "  t h a t ' s  kind of a 
tongue t w i s t e r .  But I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a problem t h a t  t h e  
nonenvironmental is ts  a r e  n o t  g u i l t y  of o b j e c t i n g  t o .  And I quote  
from one of my f a v o r i t e  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  namely t h e  San Franc isco  
Chronicle ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  a couple  of days ago. The heading 
says,  "A Memo Haunts Wat t ' s  Aide." And t h e  key t o  t h e  th ing  i s  
t h i s  language, used appa ren t ly  i n  an environmental impact 
s ta tement  which r eads  a s  fol lows:  "Bai ley ' s  memo objec ted  to , "  
and so  f o r t h ,  " tha t  such inflammatory words a s  ' d i s tu rbed ,  
devas t a t ed ,  d e f i l e d ,  ravaged, gouged, s ca r r ed  and des t royed '  
should no t  be used i n  environmental  impact r epo r t s . "  I j u s t  
throw t h a t  ou t  because I t h i n k  t h e  u s e  c f  language such as I 
quoted of George Marsha l l  i s  t h e  way t o  handle  some of t hese  
problems, and n o t  u se  t h i s  language. Take i t  f o r  what i t ' s  
worth. 

Another i l l u s t r a t i o n  you might f i n d  amusing, and I found 
i t  k ind  of i r r i t a t i n g .  I remember--I'm s o r r y  Ed and Peggy 
Wayburn a r e n ' t  h e r e ,  because I went w i t h  them down t h e  Upper 
Redwood Creek dra inage  dur ing  t h e  h e i g h t  of t h e  1967 Redwood 
Nat iona l  Park  f i g h t .  And w e  were then--what i s  t h e  word?-- 
encouraged t o  u s e  t h e  term "the Emerald Mile.'' That  b e a u t i f u l  
Emerald Mile,  we skidded down t h e  hill--Dina was wi th  m e ,  and I 
t h i n k  my son Saw-so t h a t ' s  g r e a t ,  t h e  Emerald Mile. Well,  t h e  
i nk  w a s  no sooner dry  on t h e  1968 l e g i s l a t i o n  than they s t a r t e d  
c a l l i n g  i t  " the  worm." Of course ,  on a map i t  does look  l i k e  
a worm. So I say  t h a t ' s  k ind  of u n f a i r .  When you don ' t  have 
i t ,  you want t h e  Emerald Mile ,  and when you got  i t  you c a l l  i t  
t h e  worm. Take i t  f o r  what i t ' s  worth. 

The last t h i n g  I ' l l  mention under what I c a l l  overzealous- 
nes s ,  and t h i s  occurred--luckily I c a n ' t  remember any of t h e s e  
people 's  names--but t h i s  was a t  a meeting of t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
Foundation Nat iona l  Advisory Board, a group I am honored t o  be 
a member of on a once-a-year meeting b a s i s .  And w e  were t a l k i n g  
about  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 's  investment  p o r t f o l i o .  And t h i s  good 



Livermore: lady s a i d  wi th  a g r e a t  d e a l  of humph, i n  terms of--I t h i n k  t h e  
club a t  t h a t  t i m e  had some investments  i n  Weyerhaueser Company. 
"Well ! , " she s a i d ,  "I don ' t know of - any good lumber companies. " 
And of course,  she  was w r i t i n g  on paper  and s i t t i n g  a t  a wooden 
desk. So I ask you whether t h a t  was a f a i r  r e a c t i o n ?  

I ' m  a l s o  amused a t  what I c a l l  i n c o n s i s t e n t  environmental 
l eade r s .  And I can th ink  of two major ones, and I ' m  not  
c r i t i c i z i n g  them I ' m  j u s t  commenting on them. One i s  a g r e a t  
s ena to r ,  Scoop Jackson. And I had t h e  g r e a t  p l easu re  of being,  
I t h i n k  i t  was, a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club Wilderness Conference--or 
maybe i t  was t h e  annual  banquet a few yea r s  ago--but he  was 
awarded t h e  John Muir Award, c e r t a i n l y  t h e  most p r e s t i g i o u s ,  
I th ink ,  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  And he  earned i t .  H e  helped 
g e t  t h e  redwood park.  However, a year  l a t e r  he w a s  t h e  l ead ing  
p ro tagon i s t  of t h e  SST, t h e  most heinous e f f o r t  ( t o  environ- 
m e n t a l i s t s )  ever  made t o  speed up our s o c i e t y .  So of course ,  
Boeing being h i s  main c o n s t i t u e n t ,  what can you expect? I ' m  
j u s t  po in t ing  t h a t  out .  

And Mo Udall (who was one of t h e  few Democrats, God b l e s s  
him, t h a t  I ever  s e n t  some money t o ,  which I d i d  and happi ly  
w i l l  do aga in)  i s  a g r e a t  envi ronmenta l i s t  except  i n  Arizona, 
where he  i s  t h e  l ead ing  p ro tagon i s t  f o r  t h e  Cen t ra l  Arizona 
P r o j e c t ,  which t h e  Audubon Socie ty  and most envi ronmenta l i s t s  
I know th ink  i s  t h e  worst environmental p r o j e c t  c e r t a i n l y  t h i s  
s i d e  of t h e  Miss i s s ipp i .  

That l e a d s  me t o  a more i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  an  e a s i e r ,  
s u b j e c t .  I thought you might l i k e  a few pearls-- i f  you want 
t o  c a l l  i t  that--of t h e  Department of F i s h  and Game, which I ' m  
having g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  s e r v i n g  [ a s  Commissioner f o r  F ish  and 
Game] now. And I f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  an awful l o t  of t h ings  
going on t h e r e  t h a t  most people wouldn't  t h ink  o f .  And l e t  
me j u s t  l i s t  a few of what I c a l l  "problem areas"  i n  t h e  F i sh  
and Game. There a r e  t h e  abalone fishermen versus  t h e  s e a  o t t e r s .  
There a r e  s e a  u rch in  d i v e r s  versus  t h e  ke lp  ha rves t e r s .  There 
a r e  t h e  swordfish harpooners versus  t h e  swordfish g i l l  n e t t e r s .  
There a r e  t h e  commercial anchovy fishermen versus  t h e  s p o r t  
fishermen. There a r e  t h e  Palm Springs developers  ve r sus  t h e  
three-toed Coachella l i z a r d .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  Now, t h a t  sounds 
kind of s i l l y  b u t  b e l i e v e  i t  o r  n o t ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  our  commis- 
s i o n  dec lared  t h e  three-toed Coachella l i z a r d  endangered is  
knocking ou t  a l o t  of development i n  t h e  Coachel la  Valley,  
which I th ink  i s  j u s t  g r e a t .  [ laughter ]  

Other problems, which I won't e l a b o r a t e  on, t hey ' r e  a l l  
problems. There a r e  t h e  f a l c o n e r s ,  t h e  f e r r e t  owners, t h e  
raccoon d e a l e r s ,  t h e  bobcat hun te r s ,  t h e  h e r r i n g  fishermen, 
t h e  t u l e  e l k  and l a s t  b u t  not  l e a s t ,  t h e  mountain lions--whose 



Livermore: g r e a t  p ro t agon i s t  i s  Margaret Owings, one of our  g r e a t  conser- 
v a t i o n i s t s  b u t  nobody d a r e s  l i f t  a f i n g e r  about mountain l i o n s  
without  Margaret Owings, and she  i s  i n  f avo r  of mountain l i o n s .  
So you c a n ' t  do much i n  t h e  way of harves t ing- -sha l l  we use  t h e  
term?--mountain l i o n s  without  t a l k i n g  t o  Margaret Owings. 

Which l e a d s  me t o  t h e  las t  and most i n t e r e s t i n g ,  perhaps-- 
and I ' m  looking  a t  my g r e a t  and good f r i e n d  Dave Brower--and 
t h a t ' s  t h e  condor. Dave i s  a hands-off man ( t h i s  is  semi- 
s c i e n t i f i c  jargon) and i t  t u r n s  o u t  I ' m  a hands-on man. Dave 
has  proposed t o  me t h e  ph i lo soph ic  ques t ion ,  and i t  is a deep 
one--and Dave, i f  I misquote you you can have t h e  f l o o r  h e r e  
when I g e t  through--which would you r a t h e r  see? A condor i n  a 
cage o r  a wi ld  condor on a TV documentary? And I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
r e a l l y  an unanswerable ques t ion .  However, t h e  weight of evidence,  
according t o  t h e  commission, is  i n  f avo r  of hands-on he lp ing  t h e  
condor. So, i n  a r a t h e r  h e c t i c  meeting we had i n  Los Angeles 
I t o l d  Dave I w a s  going t o  w r i t e  him a l e t t e r  l i s t i n g  some 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  t h a t  I t h i n k  a r e  e x c e l l e n t  of hands-on work. And 
so Dave, t h i s  i s  my l e t t e r .  I have e leven  examples h e r e  of 
hands-on work a f f e c t i n g  w i l d l i f e  t h a t  I t h i n k  a r e  impressive.  

F i r s t ,  t h e r e ' s  t h e  pe reg r ine .  Dina, my good wi fe ,  and I 
v i s i t e d  t h e  Corne l l  barn when they  s t a r t e d ,  and I t h i n k  i t ' s  a 
very e x c i t i n g  th ing ,  t h e  way t h e y ' r e  b r ing ing  t h e  pe reg r ine  Sack 
wi th  hands-on methods. 

There a r e  t h e  whooping c ranes ,  which many of you have seen ,  
I ' v e  seen them myself i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  w i l d l i f e  r e fuge  i n  Texas, 
nea r  Matagorda Bay. The most t h r i l l i n g  b i r d ,  I th ink  even more 
so  than  t h e  condor. And they  were down, as I r e c a l l  i t ,  t o  18  
a few y e a r s  ago. With t h e  he lp  of t h e  Audubon Soc ie ty  and 
hands-on work they  discovered t h e  n e s t i n g  a r e a  i n  t h e  Wood 
Buffalo Nat iona l  Park way up i n  t h e  Northwest t e r r i t o r i e s .  And 
they now have brought them back p a r t l y  w i t h  f o s t e r  mothers of 
s a n d h i l l  c r anes  t o  about one hundred twenty. 

ThEre1s  t h e  t rumpeter  swan, t h a t  a r e  almost wiped o u t  
because of t h e  l a n d s l i d e  i n  c e n t r a l  B r i t i s h  Colhmbia which 
caused t h e  flooding-out of t h e  w i n t e r  feeding  a r e a s  of t h e s e  
t rumpeter  swans. And s o  t h e r e ' s  a p ioneer  up there--I f o r g e t  
h i s  name, t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  books about him i f  you 're  in te res ted- -  
t h a t  took pack t r a i n s ,  over  t h e  rough c o a s t  ranges,  of b a r l e y  
i n t o  t h e s e  swans t o  feed them. And t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  doing t h a t .  

There a r e ,  of course ,  t h e  wood duck n e s t s .  There ' s  a 
t eache r  i n  Merced who, I t h i n k ,  has  i n s t a l l e d  something l i k e  
twenty of t h e s e  wood duck n e s t s ,  and a r e  he lp ing  them wi th  
t h e i r  nes t ing .  



Livermore: There ' s  t h e  q u a i l  argument, t h i s  i s  f a s c i n a t i n g .  I f  any of 
you have read S t a r k e r  Leopold's q u a i l  book, y o u ' l l  f i n d  t h a t  
he had a f a l l i n g  o u t  wi th  I an  McMillan, who w a s  a g r e a t  pur i s t - -  
I mean t h a t  i n  t h e  b e s t  sense--for condors.  They f e l l  ou t  on 
t h e  s u b j e c t  of h a b i t a t  improvement. 

There 's  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  Angel I s l a n d  d e e r ,  t h a t  a r e  being 
c o l l a r e d  t o  s tudy.  The ones t h a t  a commotion fo rced  t h e  F i s h  
and G a m e  Department t o  remove from Angel I s l a n d ,  i t  remains t o  
be seen  whether t h e y ' l l  do any b e t t e r  i n  t h e  wild.  

There a r e  t h e  r a d i o  c o l l a r s  on t h e  mountain l i o n s .  There 
a r e  t h e  water ho le s ,  d e s e r t  water h o l e s ,  where t h e  Department 
of F i sh  and Game has  b l a s t e d  h o l e s  i n  t h e  rock t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  
water  t o  he lp  t h e  d e s e r t  sheep. There ' s  t h e  s h i f t i n g  of t h e  
S i e r r a  sheep, from Baxter  Pass  a r e a  i n  back of Independence 
t o  o t h e r  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  a r ea .  And t h e r e  a r e  t h e  t u l e  e l k ,  which, 
due t o  t h e  p re s su re  of t h a t  well-known c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  Mrs. 
Beulah Edmiston, have had t h e i r  s t a t e  quota  r a i s e d  from 500 t o  
2,000, w i th  a 500 l i m i t  i n  t h e  Owens Valley. These are now 
moved when they a r e  s u r p l u s  a l l  over  t h e  s t a t e  t o  va r ious  
p l a c e s ,  and t h e  c o s t  of moving each e l k  is  about  $15,000. 

Last, and perhaps n o t  l e a s t ,  a r e  t h e  f i s h  h a t c h e r i e s .  
There a r e  over two m i l l i o n  l i c e n s e d  fishermen i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
And they a r e  mostly f i s h i n g  ha tchery- ra i sed  f i s h .  

So t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  I ' d  say on t h e  condor might amuse you. 
Bel ieve  i t  o r  no t  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  n o t  too  long ago I had a  c a l l  
from t h e  White House. And I thought ,  "My goodness, what does 
t h e  p r e s i d e n t  want now?'' Well, i t  w a s  n o t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  bu t  
i t  w a s  Ed Thomas, a good f r i e n d  of mine who i s  Ed Meese's 
a s s i s t a n t .  And t h e  s t o r y  w a s  t h a t  a s t r o n g  c o n s t i t u e n t ,  whose 
f a t h e r  happens t o  be ambassador t o  t h e  Vatican,  of a l l  p l aces ,  
i s  t h e  l a d i e s '  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Los Angeles Zoo Assoc ia t ion .  
And s h e  was very  much d i s t u r b e d  because t h e  f i r s t  condor r e p o r t  
was w r i t t e n  by s c i e n t i s t s ,  and they had decided t h a t  t h e  San 
Diego Zoo should be t h e  p l a c e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  c a p t i v e  condors. 
Whereas t h e  only c a p t i v e  condor, which most of you probably 
know is  named Topa Topa, and he  o r  she--some people s t i l l  
t h i n k  i t ' s  a  she--has been ensconsed i n  t h e  L.A. Zoo f o r  
e igh teen  yea r s .  

The f i r s t  p lan  was t h a t  Topa Topa would be moved t o  t h e  
San Diego Zoo. So [ t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  zoo a s s o c i a t i o n ]  c a l l e d  
on me pe r sona l ly  and t o l d  me, among o t h e r  t h ings ,  t h a t  she  
thought p a r t  of t h e  problem was academia, because t h e  d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  San Diego Zoo was a  Ph.D. and t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Los 
Angeles Zoo was only an M.A. Therefore  t h e  Ph.D1s had a l l  



Livermore: t h e  power, and they w e r e  going t o  push eve ry th ing  t o  San Diego. 
W e l l ,  a s  you may have deduced, t h e r e ' s  a  l i t t l e  p o l i t i c s  thrown 
i n  he re .  But a f t e r  very  c a r e f u l  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  a ided  and 
abe t t ed  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Marsha Hobbs, which i s  t h e  young 
lady  's name, s a i d  t h a t  they  would promise t o  r a i s e  a  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  t o  keep Topa Topa where h e  i s ,  t h e  commission voted 
t o  have two c a p t i v e  breeding  a reas .  So Topa Topa w i l l  s t a y  i n  
Los Angeles. 

On t h i s  f i n a l  subject--and I ' m  indebted t o  Steve McCormick 
who is  h e r e  from t h e  Nature Conservancy. He s e n t  m e  t h i s  Poin t  
Reyes Bird Observatory Spring Newslet ter .  I confess  I probably 
had i t  a l r e a d y  because on t h e  condor s u b j e c t ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  we 
rece ived  about fou r  f e e t  of ma te r i a l .  But l e t  m e  j u s t  read 
you one paragraph,  and t h i s  i s  from h i s  a r t i c l e  c a l l e d ,  
"Nesting of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Condor," w r i t t e n  by a p ro fe s so r  of 
i n f e c t i o u s  and t r o p i c a l  d i s e a s e s  who, du r ing  t h e  w a r  had commuted 
a l l  t h e  way from h i s  Navy pos t  i n  San Franc isco  t o  observe a  
condor n e s t .  H e  says ,  "The o b j e c t i v e  of s u r v i v a l  by h a b i t a t  
p re se rva t ion  and p r o t e c t i o n  has  f a i l e d .  That a  c r e a t u r e  of such 
a e s t h e t i c  and emotional impact should be allowed t o  d i sappea r  
wi thout  e f f e c t i v e  a t t empt s  a t  i n t e r c e s s i o n  by human i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
d e n i g r a t e s  t h e  one q u a l i t y  of t h e  human s p e c i e s  which is supposed 
t o  l i f t  man above h i s  dependent companions i n  t h e  v e r t e b r a t e  
c r e a t i o n .  " 

T h a t ' s  a l l  I had t o  say  except  f o r  two very s h o r t  th ings .  
You ' 11 n o t e  your  i n v i t a t i o n  s a i d ,  "you ' 11 bett--ques t i o n  mark-- 
" en te r t a ined  by a  b r i e f  t a l k , "  and s o  I asked J i m  what b r i e f  
was. He s a i d ,  "Anything up t o  an hour  and a  h a l f .  " But I 
s a i d ,  "Twenty-two minutes i s  p len ty ."  So, a l l  I want t o  do i n  
f i n i s h i n g  i s  t o  recommend two books t o  you t h a t  a r e  j u s t  
a b s o l u t e l y  f a s c i n a t i n g .  The most r eadab le  by f a r  i s  a  r ecen t  
book by s t ephen  Fox, john Muir and H i s  ~ e ~ a c y .  The index  i s  
j u s t  a  marvelous one. He p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  i n  1965 conserva t ion  
s h i f t e d  t o  ecology, t h e  complexity of i t ,  s o  f o r t h .  I ' m  sad 
t o  say  t h a t  my good f r i e n d  Dave, whom I r e f e r r e d  t o  f r equen t ly ,  
s ays  t h a t  t h e  quotes  of him s.1 h e r e  and o t h e r s  a r e  s t r i c t l y  
erroneous o r  a t  l e a s t  need f u r t h e r  e d i t i n g .  So, I hope y o u ' l l  
a l l  buy a  copy of t h e  book, because a s  soon a s  we g e t  the 
second e d i t i o n  then  we can g e t  Browerts  e d i t i n g  i n t o  it, I ' m  
su re .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  

The o t h e r  one w i l l  perhaps be of l e s s  i n t e r e s t  and knowledge 
t o  you, bu t  t h i s ,  I th ink ,  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  a  textbook. Th i s  i s  
c a l l e d  S t r i k i n g  a  Balance, and i t ' s  w r i t t e n  by John C .  Whitaker. 



Livermore: And t o  i n j e c t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  of p o l i t i c s  i n t o  t h i s ,  whether you 
l i k e  i t  o r  no t  I assume most of you a r e  Democrats--[laughter]-- 
most of t h e  potent  environmental l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  was enacted 
i n  t h e  seven t i e s  was enacted under Nixon and Ford. And t h i s  
book documents i t  i n  an abso lu te ly  marvelous way. John 
Whitaker, i n  case  none of you knew him, was t h e  White House 
counterpar t  of Russe l l  Train.  

So I commend both of t h e s e  books t o  you, and I t h i n k  i f  
my wife looks a t  h e r  watch s h e ' l l  f i n d  t h a t  I stayed wi th in  
t h e  a l l o t e d  t i m e .  Thank you very much. [applause]  

Moderator: I k e  h a s  o f fe red  t o  accept  ques t ions  o r  shor t  s ta tements  from 
people i n  t h e  audience who would l i k e  t o  add something t o  our  
genera l  d iscuss ion .  

Question: Ike ,  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you sa id  about t h e  Pe r iphe ra l  
Canal. Everything I ' v e  read t o  d a t e  has  been negat ive ,  aga ins t  
t h e  P e r i p h e r a l  Canal. And some of t h e  arguments make sense 
t o  me, although I have no way of v e r i f y i n g  them. Why a r e  you 
f o r  i t ?  

Livermore: Glad you asked t h a t  quest ion!  [ l augh te r ]  Well, t h i s  is  
embarrassing. I ' m  f o r  i t  because I gave one of my major 
speeches many yea r s  ago favor ing  i t .  I ' v e  been pressed very 
hard t o  change my mind, but  I c a n ' t  f i n d  a copy of my speech. 
So, before I change my mind, and I th ink  cond i t ions  have 
changed, I ' v e  got  t o  f i n d  t h a t  copy. Apparently I mis f i l ed  i t  
somewhere. But I can say a couple of th ings  about i t ,  Clara.  

One th ing  t h a t ' s  always bothered me a l i t t l e  b i t ,  t h a t  i s  
t h e  old s t o r y  of do a s  I say and no t  a s  I do. You know, we're 
a l l  supplied by t h e  Hetch-Hetchy, which does bypass t h e  Delta.  
People f o r g e t  t h a t .  

Another th ing ,  and I ' l l  j u s t  mention two a t  t h i s  po in t ,  
t he  1960 bond a c t  s t a r t e d  t h e  s t a t e  water  project--which I 
personal ly  t h i n k  was a  tragedy bu t  was voted on by a l l  t h e  
people. And t h e r e  a r e  th i r ty-one  water con t rac to r s  t h a t  have a 
c o n t r a c t  f o r  water  de l ive ry  involv ing  "a cross-Delta f a c i l i t y . "  
So, those  a r e  two potent  poin ts .  Does t h a t  p a r t l y  answer your 
ques t ion?  

Moderator: Dave, M r .  Brower, a r e  you ready f o r  your equal  t ime? [ l augh te r ]  

DavTd F i r s t ,  Ike  and I s t a r t e d  d isagree ing  i n  1936, and t h i s  is  no 
Brower : time t o  s t o p .  But on t h e  condor ques t ion ,  would you change 

your mind i f  you found ou t  t h a t  t h e  hands-on cap t ive  breeding 
exper imentTs  v a s t l y  overra ted  and has  been mostly a  f a i l u r e ?  



Brower : I t ' s  something I c a l l  no t  hands-on but  thumbs-on. The hands- 
on at tempt  t o  save t h e  condor f i r s t  k i l l e d  a  ch ick  by handl ing 
i n  t h e  n e s t ,  presumably k i l l e d  a  ch ick  by over-observat ion,  
and s t a r t e d  a  f o r e s t  f i r e .  And then  i n  working on t h e  
s u r r o g a t e  s p e c i e s ,  t h e  v u l t u r e ,  pu t  r a d i o s  on t h e  wings and 
l o s t  bo th  v u l t u r e s .  Tha t ' s  d e f i n i t e l y  thumbs-on. But t h e  
main t h i n g  I th ink ,  i s  t o  look  a t  what happened on t h e  pe reg r ine ,  
on the  whooping crane ,  on t h e  condor. And t h e r e ' s  an a n a l y s i s  
t h a t  I t h i n k  almost deserves  a  book, when we come t o  a s s i s t a n c e .  

Livermore: When what? 

Brower : When we, human be ings ,  come t o  a s s i s t  wi ld  c r e a t u r e s  t h a t , w e r e  
a b l e  t o  main ta in  themselves f a i r l y  w e l l  u n t i l  we began u p s e t t i n g  
t h e i r  h a b i t a t .  I ' m  j u s t  p re judiced  myself because of an e a r l y  
exper ience  i n  my l i f e .  I was t r y i n g  t o  captive-breed swallow- 
t a i l  b u t t e r f l i e s ,  wes te rn  swa l lowta i l s .  The c a t e r p i l l a r s  d id  
f i n e ,  and t h e  c h r y s a l i s  formed, and then  they  s t a r t e d  t o  open 
f i n a l l y .  And I f e l t  t h e  l e a s t  I could do was he lp  them once 
they 'd  s p l i t ,  I could he lp  them g e t  ou t .  Every one I helped 
never developed. It d i d n ' t  r e q u i r e  t h e  energy t h a t  appa ren t ly  
t r i g g e r s  a l l  t h e  systems t h a t  a r e  e s sen t i a l - - t ha t  f i l l  t h e  wings 
wi th  f l u i d  so  they can expand and then  dry  and a l low t h e  b u t t e r -  
f l y  t o  f l y .  They a l l  went around wi th  crumpled wings. I never  
f o r g o t  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of people who wanted t o  h e l p  too  much. 

And t h e  condor ques t ion  is,  I t h i n k ,  s t i l l  a  very l i v e  one. 
I t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  important  t h a t  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Department of 
F i sh  and Game heed t h e  advice  of t h e  Condor Advisory Committee, 
s c i e n t i s t s ,  no t  j u s t  emotional  env i ronmen ta l i s t s ,  who gave them 
adv ice  which is now i n  t h e  process  of being d is regarded .  T h a t ' s  
my comment. 

Livermore: Dave, I can say a  couple  t h ings .  Even i f  I changed my mind I 
wouldn't  be o p t i m i s t i c  about i t s  changing t h e  p o l i c y  because 
I ' d  be only one v o t e  out  of f i v e .  I ' d  s ay  secondly,  j u s t  o f f  
t h e  top  of my head, i f  and when I s a w  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  programs 
you mentioned which you ques t ioned ,  namely t h e  t rumpeter  swan 
and t h e ' p e r e g r i n e  f a l c o n ,  seemed t o  be f a i l i n g  then  I might 
change my mind. A s  f a r  a s  another  p o i n t  you made about D r .  
Herman and t h e  advisory  committee, I t h i n k  I t o l d  you when we 
met b r i e f l y  t h i s  morning, t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a  t ime l a g  i n  communica- 
t i o n  and t h e  l a s t  cummunication I saw of h i s  was n o t  c r i t i c a l .  
Does t h a t  answer your ques t ion?  

Dave and my f i r s t  argument had t o  do w i t h  mules, bu t  we 
won't go i n t o  t h a t  now! 

[some m a t e r i a l  missed du r ing  change of t ape ]  



Livermore: Ea r l i e r ,  I read a v i t r i o l i c - - i f  you want t o  c a l l  i t  that-- 
l e t t e r  of c r i t i c i sm ,  and I don' t  have time here t o  read you 
a worse one which I j u s t  received by a person t ha t  is  v io len t ly  
agains t  my pos i t ion  on the Sespe-Fraser Wilderness. He ca l l ed  
me everything unprintable he could think o f .  I t 's  a p o l i t i c a l  
problem, a s  so  many of these  th ings  are.  The main problem 
with  the  Sespe Wilderness is ,  of course, the congressman 
representing the  a rea  owns p r i va t e  land r i g h t  i n  t he  Sespe 
Valley. And t h a t ' s  no t  very promising, and he seems t o  l i k e  
i t .  \ 

Perhaps another answer i s  t ha t  your and a l s o  D.R. Brower's 
posi t ion i s  ce r t a i n ly  minority. Now t h a t ' s  nothing wrong 
with i t .  But the  Audubon Society is  very much i n  favor of 
t h i s ,  t h i s  Point  Reyes Bird Observatory a r t i c l e  i s  i n  favor of 
i t .  Apart from answering very s incere  questions by Dave and 
others ,  t he  biggest  f i g h t  we had on the  commission was t o  cu t  
down the  number t h a t  were trapped. The weight of opinion of 

. t h e  Audubon people and the  Fish and Wildl i fe  Service wanted 
t o  t r ap  nine  p a i r s  because they f i gu re  the  morta l i ty  chance 
is  so  g rea t  that  they want a s  big a sample a s  poss ible  t o  make 
sure  t h a t  they can produce young. 

Moderator: Are the re  any other  questions t h a t  we have here? I f  not ,  I 
th ink we've had a very i n t e r e s t i ng ,  s t imulat ing discussion and 
were very for tunate  i n  having our speaker here  today. The 
meeting i s  adjourned. Thank you very much. 
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Mr. George Marshall, h o i d e n t  
Sierra Club . . 

800 Bel-Air Road 
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' I  have your letter of the 9th and your kind invitation of the 13th. 
Regarding the latter, I regret I will be unable to attend the Saturday 1 . 
or Sunday meeting, as I have been under extraordinary pressure both 
day# and weekends and see no letup in the foreseeable future, 

1 a m  not nure that he would be available , but if he is, and you wish 
him to, 1 would appreaiate your extending an invitation to my brother 
Putnam to attend part of your meeting, It might be helpful to m e ,  and 
mutually beneficial, i f  you could briefly extend via him any queatlona 
you feel might come under my purview a s  California Administrator of * 

Re  source 8 .  

As to yours of the 9th. you are certainly entitled to documentation on 
my criticism of "The Lnst Redwoodam, and I will do the bent I can in the 
few minutes currently available to m e  a s  you may wish to  disauss them 
at wow meeting, Perhaps later on I could have a chance to develop my 
thoughts more fully should the oppartunity arise, Par the present, however, 
f balievs I can illustrate by concentrating on six points; 

1 The title "The Las~Redwoodsn is a t  the very least ,  highly inaccurate, 
unfalr, and misleading. I believe it is true there may even be more 
redwood trees standing today than originally. This whole theme of 
vanishing redwoods is in my opinion ridiculous. h thl) connection, 
it might be intereating for you to refer to the artlcle entitled "The 
Last Stand of the Giantan which appeared as a lead cutible in the 
Deoemki  6, 1919 l a m e  of the 8aWday E~llenlng Port. Thir article 
rppaatr to hrvr pmdiated the demise of all redwood8 by the year 1959, 



Mrb George Marrhall -2- Fehary 16, 1967 

The fold-out map following Page 124, and the many conclusionr 
drawn from it, including the full-page San Francisco Chronicle 
advertisement in the January 25, 1967 issue are a t  best intellectually 
dishonest because they compare acreage of grove-tvbq redwoods, 
which a s  you know- are basically bottom-land redwoods, with the . 
natural total ranug of coast redwoods. The latter, I believe, include 8 
areas with a s  small a percentage of redwood a s  20 percent by volume. . 
This is an invalid comparison. 

3. The two-page photograph (Pages 52-5 3) which infers that logging 
practices of almost 50 years ago compare with those of today ir 
certainly a completely biased presentation, This type of thing has 
caused fierce resentment throughout the whole forest industry. 

4 The photo and crlption on Page 5 1 are the wor8% type of propaganda.. . 

The caption conveys an entirely unfair and inaccurate connotation 
and caste a ulur on one of America's finest lumber companies, and 
on one of the great industries that has helped build most of the homer 
in this countty; an industry that may have made mistakes in the .past, . , 

but one that la certainly trying to improve its methods in the present. 

5 I will single out the photo on Page 74,  not so mlch for itself, but 
* because it may be used to illustrate countless photographs that . . 

have appeared in Sierra Club publications in the past that treat 
alear cut logging unfairly. I hold no brief for thig I.ogging scenically, 
but I do not feel it fair to use photographs of this methd  of logging 
in a slanted way without also acknowledging the fact that for a great 
portion of the logging industry this is a perfectly sound forestry method 

6. Lastly, in explanation of m y  theme that this book has "done more harm 
than goodn, I feel this quite strong1 y . I realize that it has stirred 
great consternation among conservationists in favor of protection of 
old growth redwoods, but at the same time, it has done great damage 
to  relations between the Club and the forest industries, I do not belie* 
that in print or in a meeting either side to a controversy gains anything 
but h a m  t~ its aause by using unfair and inaccurate or untrue prerenta- 
tionr either verb& or written. . . 

It believe this experition will suffice for the present and I wi l l  be interested 
to hear from you if you care to comment on these six points, 

* 

Very sincerely, 

Original Sfgned By 
\r L, 9 r n - r r  ci:~L:; r -  3. L'T-??PD;-I;~E , Jlic , 

Administrator 
eat Sierra Club Exeu -Corn Dr. William E, Ski 

Riahard Leonard 
Putnam ~vennbto B r  .%MY- 

Mr. b w i r  Clark 
Mtr David &owor 



APPENDIX F--Two Cabinet Issues on Tax Reform and Land Use 

-. . -- 
CABINET ISSUE YE10 U LbIJIVII 

To: Governor Ronald Reagan Date: 6/10/74 
DISCUSSION 

Signed Originated 
by Secretary for Resources 

N . B. ,Livermore, Jr . . . 

. .  . 

SUwECT Land and Wealth Tax in Relation t o  Land Use 

ISSUE Should our administration couple suggened.tax reforms with our land use  legislation :. 

CONCLUSION: -Yes . 

FISCAL IMPACT: Substantial tax shifts ' 

FACTS A h ?  D!SC??SSIO?!: The st=tenent is fre",ently heard t'lat "tax a s s o s s c r s  ere re=!!:. 
the  land use planners in Califwnla" . The trouble is (as  Mark Twain said about the  weather) 
"everybody talks about it but nobody does anything about it" . 
Our Issue R-73-13 attempted t o  get a t  this matter but did not succeed in cabinet largely 
because of i t s  complexity and because of lack of cabinet work session time. 

More recently, I have become increasingly inrerested in and concerned about the concept 
of d i s t r i h t i o n o f  wealth a s  difierentiated from income distribution. It appears to  me these 
two  categories (wealth and income) are often confused in the public mind; and are major 
factors contributing t o  land use problems. 

' 

Pertinent to th i s  theme are the attac'hed c l ips  and a schedule i l lusuating the difference 
between the distribution of wealth and income. Note this schedule appears t o  support the 
hard-to-believe statement that "1% of the people own 40% of the wealth". 

In particular, s e e  the  quote from candidate Roth: "California property tax is a distorted 
remnant of the idea of a total wealth tax origi+ally in our state constitution." It seems 

. inequitable for a man t o  be taxed if h is  wealth is in land (property tax) but t o  escape  
taxation if he places a n  equivalent amount of capital in securit ies (tax free bonds). 

. .  . .. : . . .. ..- . ...,. . . .-. :. . -,.. .. -. . -.  . .. - . . -  . ,.: 0 ;  ' . . .  
I t  is not too la te  far our adrninistralion to h i e  the l=ad in urging further reforms in land 
taxes  a s  they relate to the  need t o  preserve open space and finance education and local . . 
government. 



CARTNEI' 1 SSllli Ml'MO 
DFCISIf'!! I- ,XX 

To: Governor Ronald Rcagan 7 bate: 8/14/74 D I K ~  

C, From : The Resources Agency NO. R-74-46 

S i r:llcJ 2- ,$c 4$ Originated 
1 ) ~ -  . by Office  of the  Secre ta ry  

N. B. Livemore,  &. 

SUBJECT: Land Use 

ISSUE : Should changes be made i n  t h e  Adminijtration proposal f o r  a  
land use b i l l ?  

- .  . : 
COflCLUSIn?l: The b i l l  needs t o  be changed t o  add balance t o  t h e  proposal 
and t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s t a t e  a g a i n s t  inverse  condemnation s u i t s .  

'FINANCIAL IMPACT: The .cost of t h e  b i l l  i n  i t s  present  f o m  k~ould be 
reduced by l i m i t i n g  compensation t o  amounts appropr ia ted  by t h e  Legis- . 
l a t u r e  and by providing t h a t  t h e  des ignat ion of an a rea  a s  c r i t i c a l  iiould 
l a p s e  i f  t h e  Leg i s l z tu re  does not  appropr ia te  funds f o r  corgensation sitki? 

. t h r e e  years  a f t e r  t h e  designation.  

DISCUSSION: X provision needs t o  be added t o  the  b i l l  spec i f i ca l l ; -  s:<s:r.cfir., 
t h c  e f f e c t  of c o n t r c l s  imposed by t h e  Tahoe Regional P l a ~ i i l n g  Agency 2r.S 
t h c  San Francisco %y Conservation and Developxant Co.misslon f-on 
cci~ipcllsation claims. I n  i ts ,  present  form, t n e  b i l l  would s e t  t h e  v a l u e  
of ' t h e  property before tne  con t ro l s  as the  vaiue a l lox ing  fo? uses sllo'::is 
by l o c a l  ianS use cor.t=ols. I f  the  locSl con t ro i s  a l l c x  uses n o t  ailox+rii 
by t h e  TRPA o r  ECDC controls ,  t h e  value of t h e  progerty r ? d d  be srti- 
f i c i a l l y  i n f l a t e d .  

The compensation approach used i n  t h e  b i l l  does not  represent  a :.:.,ante 
of t h e  competing i n t e r e s t s  involved. It g ives  e l l  the  b e n e f l t s  t o  the  
landowner. Compensation should represen t  a  balancing of i n t e r e s t s  and 
should be allowed f o r  a  s e t  percentage of the  l o s s  i n  value, a o t  the  
e n t i r e  amount. It i s  u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  impose such s t r i c t  s tandards  f o r  
compensation f o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  of s t a t e ' l a n d  use con t ro l s  when no compen- 
s a t i o n  would be required f o r . l o c a 1  land use 'controls . .  A more balanced 
approach could l ead  l o c a l  government t o  use a  s i m i l a r  compensation system 

. . ........... ..-.. - . . . . . . . . . .  .. ...... .::. .:-. ., --. . . ..;;. fo.rl.their2 Igl?d..use con%,r~ls~. .  ,.....,... 
.To t h e  ex ten t  . tha t .  lpsses .  I n  property value a r e  compensated, . g a i n s  i n  . . 

' ' ' Property .values d i r e c t l y  a t t r ibu tab le  t o -  t h e  des igna ' t ion  as a  c r i t i c a l  
a r c 2  should be recovered by goverment .  This would be a n  i d e a l  s o w c e  of 
funding f o r  compensation. This tax should be appl ied  i n  the  c r i t i c a l  
a r e a  and i n  the  surroimding a r e a  where t h e  property values a r e  a f fec ted .  
Unless we address  the  ga ins  r e s u l t i n g  from governmental a c t i o n  as well  
a s  t h e  losses ,  we w i l l  be deal ing with only h a l f  of the  i ssue .  
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Sta tement  Given by E. A l d r i c h  Re Redwood 
N a t i o n a l  Park a t  Humboldt S t a t e  Co l l ege  

Lake Tahoe 
Resources  Agency R e c r e a t i o n  Task Force  

Repor t  on t h e  S t a t e  Water P r o j e c t  

Eureka 
Sacramento 

Sacramento 

Fresno  P r a c t i c a l  Eonserva t ion  



. -- 
* ~ : - \  ,, 

/'- - DATE 
r-' 

1/10/68 

PLACE 

West Coast Forest Industry-Public-Relations 
Group (No speech) - .  San Francisco 

Sacramento 

Santa Rosa i;j 
KFBK Interview with Jack Cahill (NS) 

Redwood Region Conservation Council 

Wildlife Society-California-Nevada Section; 
Sacramento State College Sacramento 

. ,8-', 

San Diego j.,:, American Camping Association 
I 

Fresno : ,. 
'- Sierra Cascades Logging Conference 

Young Presidents Association Alpine Meadows 

Napa college/ '1 Napa Valley Conference 

Calif. State Advisory Board (BLM) (NS) Sacramento 

Governor's talk to the Park Conventioin- 

Sacramento State Ranger" Club (NS) 

Sierra Club-Redwood Chapter (NS) 

San Diego 

Sacramento 

i Los Robles 
i Lodge 

Parks & Recreation Career Day Sacramento 

Washington, D. C. PLLRC Meetings (NS) Wash., D. C. 

Calif, State Chamber of Commerce - Statewide 
Natural Resources Committee Meeting (NS) Sacramento 

.-- 
Asilomar National Audubon Society 

t! & '  Crescent Ci y' Redwood Park Statements 

Dedication of New Electric Building 

CSEA 3rd Recognition Dinner (NS) 

San Diego 

Sacramento 



DATE - 
April 30 

April 30 

May 3 

May 3/4 

May 7 

May 8 

May 11 

May 16 

May 20/21 

May 24 

August 1 

October 3 
October 24 
November 25 

December 4 

December 5 

DESCRIPTION PLACE 

. , ,  

Citizens for Regional Recreation & Parks San ~rancisco 
(Naps) 

Assemb1y~:Transportat ion Committee Hearing 
on Minarets Road Sacramento 

U. S. Senate Interior Sub-committee Hearing c 
on S. 2919 Sacramento 

Oroville Dam Dedication (NS) 1 Oroville 
1 

American Water Works Association Workshop; Sacramento 
Hotel Senator 

Chamber of Commerce - Natural Resources 
Gommitt3e ~eeting; Hotel Senator Sacramento 

Isaac Walton League Convention Santa Rosa J ; / l  

Southwest Metals & Minerals Conference Los AngelesJ $! 

Redwood Park Hearings Washington, D. C 
..,/ 

RA Staff Retreat (NS) ::' Montesol 
/ 

BCDC speech re San Francisco Bay Plan pa lo ~ l t o  - ; I . - - ,  

Partners in Conservation-Audubon Dedication Sacramento 
A Positive Step So. Lake Tahoe 
Dedication of Redwood National Park Humboldt CO: / 
Boreal Ridge Night Skiing Premier , 1 Placer Co. 

Western Forestry & Conservation Assoc. 
Conference, 

S. Francisco-:. 



DATE - 
February 13 

March 19 

April 15 

April 24 

May 2 

May 26 

August 20 

Sept. 19 

Sept. 26 

October 20 

SUBJECT 

*State  of the Resources Agency'' -- 
Submitted t o  Legislature 

"Remarks t o  A i r  Resources Boardn -- 
Agency ~ u d i t o r i u m  

"Garden Clubs of America Speech" -- 
Annual Convention of GC of A. 

"Architects & Landscape Architects '  
Involvement i n  California ' s Environ- 
mental Challengesw -- Jo in t  meeting of 

the Northern Cal i fornia  Chapters of 
American Society of Landscape 
Architects.  

"State Water Resources Control Board 
Meeting Press ReleaseU -- Hearing on 

Study of the San Francisco Bay-Delta 
Qua l i ty  Control Program 

"Planning for  a Better  Tomorrow i n  
CaliforniaN -- PEO S ta te  Convention 

Statement a t  Hearing of Federal Highway 
Administration -- Re new access road t o  

Devils Postpi le  

"Let ' s  Kees our Heritage of Splendor" -- 
Keep America$ Beautiful Meeting 

LOCATION 

Sacramento " 

Sacramento )( 

Pasadena 

San Francisco 

-' / 
San Francisco 

Los A n g e l e ~  ., 

' , ,,/ 

Mammoth L ~ ~ B S  

.- , \ 
--, L-, 

San Diego 

"Water Supply -- 1985" --5Otll Annual Santa .. .Bb;bara 
Conference, American Water Works Assoc. 

. 1. 
"Those . .. . Three Letters" -- Water & power Los Angeles 

yri;m,i**l~s 



DATE SUBJECT LOCAT 1014 

"County Government & the Environmentct -- 
Mother Lode Association of County Supervisors Sacramento .- 

January 16 

"North Coast Water Developmentc' -- Eel River Eureka -> .-<. 

Water Council 
January 30 

"Environmental Design for the 1970's" - Annual Stockton . . '  1' 
Engineer Week Banquet 

February 26 

"Proper Balance is the Key8' - Calif. Municipal 
Utilities Association 

Sacramento March 4 

. .-.- 
Eureka April 24 "Some Key Factors Involved in State Water Plan 

As It Applies to North Coast Rivers" -- 
Humboldt Awareness Week 

P 

Gilman Hot. i.. 10 
4 

Springs 0 

cn 

April 24 "How May California's Future Environment & Water 
Supply be Guided by the State's Resources Agency'' 
Calif. Water Utilities ~ssoc. Meeting 

May 4 "Accomplishments & Challenges of Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency" -- Orientation Meeting 

San Francisco May 22 "What Price Environment1'- Commonwealth Club 

"Environmental & Recreational Opportunities in San Francisco 
Delta' -- St. Francis Yacht Club 

July 14 
- 

July 21 "Water in the Valley" - Friant Water Users Assoc. Los Ange2es 

July 21 "Environmental Objectives & Programs" -- Los I 

Angeles Chamber of Commerce Los ~ngeles" 
"SF BCDC Statement, San Francisco San Francisco 
"Pollution or Water Quality; California's Santa Rosa) .. 
Future" -- Santa Rosa Rotary Club 

August 6 
August 12 

August 24 "Environmental Objectives & Programs for 
California" --Savings & Loan League 

Los Angeles; 

Sept. 23 "California's Environmental Programs" -- 
Environ. & Highway Design Conference 

Sept, 30 "Recycling" -- Formation of "Community Pride Oakland , ... . 

Ecology Centers" 



4 

DATE 

D e c e m b e r  1 

D e c e m b e r  7 

D e c e m b e r  11 

D e c e m b e r  14 

D e c e m b e r  17  

INDEX 

SPEECHES - 1970 

SUBJECT LOCAT ION 

"Water R e s o u r c e s  & E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y n  San ~ r a n c i s c o  1 / 
SF C i t y  C o l l e g e  L e c t u r e , S e r i e s  

" E c o n o m i c  A s p e c t s  of P u b l i c  L a n d s M  -- UC San Francisco . . !  

I n s t i t u t e  of G o v e r n m e n t a l  S t u d i e s  P r o g r a m  -- 
C o n f .  on " P u b l i c  L a n d s - 1 / 3  of N a t i o n ' s  L a n d "  

g ' E n v i r o n m e n t a l  B e n e f i t s  of P e r i p h e r a l  C a n a l n  San Jose .- ! 

Water Week L u n c h e o n  of C i v i c  L e a d e r s  

NEWS RELEASE -- C o l o r a d o  R i v e r  Sacramento 

"Impact of Santa  B a r b a r a  O i l  S p i l l "  -- 
O i l  Symposium - UC Santa  B a r b a r a  

Santa  B a r b a r a  



LOCATION 

 an Francisco 2 

DATE - 
January 29 

SUBJECT 

Environmental Engineering - Annual 
Conv . C i v i l  Engineers 

February 18 

March 1 2  

Educat ional  Programs & Water Resources 
Dinner Meeting of Phi Del ta  Kappa 

Sacramento 

! . I  Long Beach Marine Development, Recreat ion & 
Conservation, before  Nat ional  
Marine Recreat ion & Conservation 
Conference 

, .- 

San Francisco March 26 P r o t e c t i n g  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  Natural  
Environment - Before t h e  American 
Soc ie ty  f o r  Qua l i ty  Control  

..- 

Anaheim J L , Environmental Problems i n  C a l i f o r n i a  
Coas ta l  Counties - Before Town H a l l  -- 
Forum 

March 26 

Santa Rosa / - A p r i l 1 7  - \ 
4' 

May 10 

F u l l  Use of  Fores t  Lands - C a l i f o r n i a  
Bankers Associat ion 

Ex i s t ing  and Proposed Land Use Plans-- 
Jun io r  League Land Use Conference 

Sacramento 

June 28 Senate Committee On Natural  Res. & 
W i l d l i f e  Hearing on Coas t l ine  
L e g i s l a t i o n  

Sacramento 

 an Jose  . "  I .  / San Jose  C i t y  College Graduation 
"Education i n  Changing Environ." 

June 18 

June 2 1  
. - 

Los Angeles / Los Angeles Co. Chamber of  Commerce 
Water & Power Committee "Balancing 
O u r  Rerources' ' 

June 22 .Contra Costa Republican Council -- 
"Beyond Res. Develop. Lies  Good 

. .. Concord 



INDEX 

\ 197 1 SPEECHES 

L 

Date Subject Location 

Sept. 2 7  Union Oil Refinery Dedication Rodeo 

F o r e s t  I n d u s t r i e s  T a x a t i o n  Committee San F r a n c i s c o  
Conference  "Land Use P lann ing  
Woblems i n  C a l i f o r n i a "  

~ u l y  30, 1971 O u t l i n e  o f  "Wild R i v e r s "  Notes Rio V i s t a  



1972 SPEECHES 

D e c e m b e r  7 ,  1972 
C a l i f o r n i a  Water Resources  Assn Board Meeting 

D e c e m b e r  1, 1972 
C a l i f o r n b  P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

October  25,  1972 
AAWU 

October  4 ,  1972 
N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t i o n  and Pa rks  A s s o c i a t i o n  

October  4 ,  1972 
Los Angeles Round T a b l e ,  Texaco,  Inc .  

September 1 3 ,  1972 
Sou thern  C a l i f o r n i a  Assoc ia  t i o n  o f  Governments 

September 1 0 ,  1972 
C a l i f o r n i a  Water Resources  A s o c i a t i o n  Board Meet ing 

September 5-6, 1972 
F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e s  Hear ing  

J u l y  1 7 ,  1972 
Los Angeles Chamber o f  Commerce, Water & Energy Committee 

May 1 2 ,  1972 
San Diego Water Resources Seminar 

May 9 , '  1972 
D e d i c a t i o n  of San Diego Wild Animal Park  

A p r i l  25,  1972 
N a t i o n a l  Farmers O r g a n i z a t i o n  
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1972 SPEECHES 



NBL SPEECHES 

1973 

Date T i t l e  Place  
Jan .  19g * "Environmental Legis .  & t h e  Timber Industry1 '  San F ranc i sco  
Mar. 3 "Land Use C o n t r o l s  & T h e i r  E f f e c t  on p r i v a t e  P a c i f i c  

P rope r ty  Rights"  - Monterey Co. Planning - Grove 
Counci l  Annual Conference 

Apr , 16  "Enhancing t h e  American River"  - SARA Assoc. Sacramento 

Apr . 25 "Land Use C o n t r o l s  a t  D i f f e r e n t  Leve ls  o f  
Government" - C a l i f o r n i a  Tomorrow 
Panel  on Reorganiza t ion ,  H i l t o n  ~ o t e l  

San F ranc i sco  

May 10 "Need f o r  Geothermal Development i n  t h e  West" Palm Spr ings  
Na t iona l  Conference on Geothermal Energy 
Luncheon, I n t e r n a t i c n  a 1  Hote l  

May 19  "De l t a  Master  Rec rea t ion  Plant1 - Del t a  Advisory Sacramento 
P lanning  Counci l  

June 25 " P e r p e t u a t i n g  F o r e s t s  & Timber i n  C a l i f o r n i a "  Anaheim 
F o r e s t  Produc ts  Research S o c i e t y  
Annual Meeting 

May 29  " RR ' s Minor i ty  Appointees Workshopu 
- Woodlake Inn  

Sacramento 

Y ~ e p t .  17 (d i s t . ) $  "Environmental  L e g i s l a t i o n  & t h e  Timber San F ranc i sco  
I n d u s t r y u  - be fo re  C a l i f .  F o r e s t  P r o t e c t i v e  
Assoc i a t i on .  

O c t .  11 "You and t h e  Energy C r i s i s "  - Orange County Anaheim 
Economic bu t look  Conference 

"Over t h e  Horizon-Resources o r  Regre t s"  - Stan fo rd  
S t an fo rd  School o f  Business  



May 16, 1973 
Tree  P l a n t i n g  Ceremony St rawberry  Va l l ey  

May 10-11 
N a t i o n a l  Conference on Geothermal Energy 

May 8, 1973 
Golden Gate  B r e a k f a s t  Club 

May 7 ,  1973 
Sunnyvale Rotary C l u b  

May 6,  1973 
Execut ive  S e c r e t a r i e s  Seminar 

May 4 ,  1973 
-South Mendoc i n o  Coas t  Planning 

A p r i l  25 ,  1973 
C a l i f o r n i a  Tomorrow Conference 

A p r i l  16 ,  1973 
Save t h e  American River  Assn. 

A p r i l  2,  1973 
Dominican Co l l ege  

March 26, 1973 
S h e l l  Environmental  Program 

March 6 ,  1973 
Conserva t ion  Educat ion 

March 3 ,  1973 
Asilomar P lanning  Conference 

~ i S o < . r ~ / : " l ~  

/ 9 "  6 t 4  54 
:Tanasrv 1 9 .  14'37 C 



1973 SPEECHES 

December 5 ,  1973 
Upper Napa Val ley  Associa tes 

November 17 ,  1973 
People f o r  Open Space Conference (ERSKINE) 

November 14, 1973 
Na t iona l  Water Resources Assn. 

November 3, 1973 ' 

~ t a n f  ord Business  School 

October 25, 1973 
Propos i t ion  1 Assembly ~ e a r i n g  

October 11, 1973 
Orange County Economic Outlook Conference 

: June 25, 1973 
Governor 's Symposium on Transpor ta t ion  

June 25, 1973 
F o r e s t  Products  Research Soc ie ty  Annual Mtg. 

June 1, 1973 
L ibe r t y  Tree P l an t i ng  Program 

May 29, 1973 
Hinor i t y  Workshop 

May 26, 1973 
Forum f o r  t h e  Future  

t-' 
\D 
4 



NBL SPEECHES 

1974 

Date ~itle/~ubject 

Feb. 15 Calif. Energy Policy and Solid Waste 
Recycling (Solid Waste Management Bd. Mtg.) 

Apr. 20-21 Some Thoughts on Wilderness 
(Wilderness Seminar) 

Apr. 25 Water Resources & the Delta (U.C, Extension 
Course) 

May 4 What's  head for the Coast? 

May 7 Environmental ~ccomplishments of the Reagan 
Administration (Sunnyvale Rotary Club) 

June 12 Report on Resources Activities 
(LA Chamber of Commerce Mid-Year Conference 
on State-of-the-state) Hilton Hotel 

June 28 

-. 

Sept. 21 

Dec. 5 

The Importance of ~aintaining our Forest 
Resources (Simpson Timber Co. Tree 
Planting Ceremony) 

"King Range National Conservation Area" 
Dedication Ceremonies 

"California's Air Pollution Problems'' 
E. Pasadena Rotary Club Luncheon 

Locat ion 

Los Angeles 

Yosemite 

Sunnyvale 

Los Angeles 

Korbe 1 

Shelter Cove 

Pasadena 



A.  Major g o a l s  of  t h e  Resources  Agency a r e  t o :  1 )  Encourage t h e  b a l a n c e d  developln--.nt and p r o d u c t i v i t y  
o f  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c c e ;  . and  2) Give e q u a l  r m g t ~ a s i o  t o  t11c p r o t e c t i o n  and p r c s c r v a t . i o : ~  ' 
and enhancement o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  o u r  S t a t e ' s  n a t u r a l a n d  c u l t u r a l  cnvi ro l lments .  

B. I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  1 )  To s e e k  a n  opt&um 2) To d i s t r i b u t e  3 1 
g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e ,  t h e  b a l a n c e  between eco-  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
long- term g o a l s  o f  t h e  nomic and s o c i a l  S t a t e  t h e  f u l l  
S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  b e n e f i t s  t o  be de- r a n g e  o f  bcne- 
management o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  r i v e d  f rom t h e  , f i t s  o f  r e s o u r c e s  
s h o u l d  be: S t a t e ' s  n a t u r a l  re- management a s  wide- 

s o u r c e s  ; l y  and a s  e q u i t a b l y  
a s  p o s s i b l e ;  

To make t h e  f u l l -  
est u s e  o f  nat\ll-r.l 
r e s o u r c e s  i n  tile 
p r e s e n t  wi t h o r ~ t  
d'ny i n 9  subsc:~~::.nt 
g e n e r a t i o n s  t h e  
o p p o r t u r ~ i  t y  f o r  'ihc 
u s e  and e n j o y l ~ ~ e l i t  
o f  t h c s e  r e s o u r c e s  
i n  t h e i r  time. 

A summary o u t l i n e  unde r  t h e  two m s j o r  o b j e c t i v e s  f o l l o w s :  

I. Encouraqe  Development and P r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  N a t u r a l  Resources  
1. Encourage development  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  w a t e r  supp3. ies .  
2 .  Encourage a  b a l a n c e d  p r i v a t e - p u b l i c  power s u p p l y  sys tem.  
3. Encourage  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  and i n c r e a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  w i l d l i f e .  
4. Wise u s e  and c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  e x i s t i n g  e n e r g y  s o u r c e s  must  be programmed w h i l e  

e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r ,  s u r v e y  and i n v e n t o r y  o f ,  development and p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  
t h e  S t a t e ' s  e n e r g y  and m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

5. Encourage t a x  measures  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  m a i n t a i n  and augment t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  w i l d  l a n d s .  
6. Develop and m a i n t a i n  mean ingfu l  a n d u s e f u l  i n v e n t o r i e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  
7 .  Encourags  and r e g u l a t e  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  w i t h i n  t h e  framework o f  p r o p e r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  

management. 

11. P r o t e c t .  P r e s e r v e  and Enhanee the Q u a l i t y  o f  o u r  N a t u r a l n l l d  C u l t u r a l  Environments  

1. M a i n t a i n  n e a s u r e s ,  p e r s o n n e l ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e q u i p a e n t  and r e s e a r c h  t h a t  w i l l  a f f o r d  maximum 
p r o t e c t i o n  t o  o u r  p o p u l a c e  a g a i n s t  d a n g e r s  f r o a  f i r e ,  f l o o d ,  and g e o l o g i c  h a z a r d s .  

2 .  Implement t o  t h e  maximum p o s s i b l e  e x t e n t  measu res  f o r  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  a i r ,  w a t e r  and l a n d  
p o l l u t i o n  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  r e s o u r c e  r e c o v e r y  measures  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  p r a c t i c a b l e  e x t e n t .  

3. Encourage measu res  t o  p r e s e r v e  open  s p a c e .  
4. Encourage n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s - r e l a t e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p ~ n e n t  and t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and res- 

t o r a t i o n  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  
5. Encoarag-2 a n 3  implement t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and crl l~anccmcnt o f  t h ?  q a a l i t y  o f  o u r  n a t u r a l  r o s o u r c c  

env i ronmen t .  
6. To i m p a r t  by  a l l  means a v a i l a b l e  i n c l u d i n g  e d u c a t i o n  and a l l  news media a  s e n s e  o f  r e s o u r c e  

v a l u e  and husbandry  t o  a l l  th.2 p c o p l e  o f  C a l i ' f o r n i a  011 a n  a c c e l e r a t e d  b a s i s .  
7 .  Engage i n  and encourage  s t u d i e s  i n  n a t u r a l  r c s o u r c c s  p l a u n i r ~ g  Poi. t h o  f u t u r e .  



APPENDIX X.: Norman B. Livermore, Jr . , VITA 
--- 

Personal  Data: 

Born 1911, San Francisco.  Four th  gene ra t ion  Ca l i fo rn i an .  Married, 
1943, V i r g i n i a  M. Pennoyer; 5  c h i l d r e n  

Educat ion:  S tanford  Un ive r s i t y ,  B.A., 1933; Harvard Graduate School 
of Business  1933-34;M.B.A., S tanford  Un ive r s i t y ,  1936. 

Col lege  A c t i v i t i e s :  Var s i ty  b a s e b a l l ,  Captain 1933; USA Olympic b a s e b a l l  
B e r l i n  1936; P r e s i d e n t ,  S tanford  I n t e r f r a t e r n i t y  Council;  prominent 
i n  many o t h e r  c o l l e g e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

P r o f e s s i o n a l ,  C iv i c ,  Conservat ion,  S o c i a l ,  F r a t e r n a l  A f f i l i a t i o n s :  
P r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r e s t e r ;  Commonwealth Club; S i e r r a  Club, Wilderness 
Soc ie ty ,  Audubon Soc ie ty ,  Planning and conserva t ion  League, C a l i f o r n i a  
Roadside Counci l ,  Save-the-Redwoods League; P a c i f i c  Union Club, 
Laguni tas  Club; Alpha D e l t a  P h i  F r a t e r n i t y .  

Former Occupations : 

War Serv ice :  (1942-45) US Naval Reserve w i t h  amphibious t roops  i n  
S i c i l y  (45th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ) ;  w i th  US Navy and Marines a t  l and ings  
a t  Pa lau ,  Iwo J i m a  and Okinawa; Re t i r ed  rank--Lieutenant Commander 
USNR. 

Business  Experience: (1930-50): General bus ines s  and f i n a n c i a l  work; 
High S i e r r a  packer and guide ;  owner and ope ra to r  of S i e r r a  pack t r a i n s .  
(1946-52): Sawmill ope ra to r  and lumber remanufacturer  i n  Napa and 
Sonoma Counties.  
(1952-66): With P a c i f i c  Lumber Company, San Franc isco  and S c o t i a ,  
C a l i f o r n i a .  

F i n a n c i a l  and Taxat ion A c t i v i t i e s :  T reasu re r ,  t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber 
Company; Chairman, C a l i f o r n i a  Committee on Federa l  Taxat ion of Timber. 

Outdoor-Wilderness-Conservation A c t i v i t i e s :  For many y e a r s  l e a d e r  f o r  
S i e r r a  Club and o t h e r  mountain t r i p s ,  main base--Lop: P ine ,  Inyo 
County; 1949, i n i t i a t e d  t h e  i d e a  f o r ,  and he lped  o rgan ize  t h e  f i r s t  
Wilderness Conference (sponsored by S i e r r a  Club);  l i f e  member S i e r r a  
Club ( s i n c e  1937);  S i e r r a  Club Di rec to r  1941-50 (except war y e a r s ) .  



Other Conservation and Land Use Activities: Director and Officer of 
Redwood Region Conservation Council; Member, Natural Resources Committee 
of California State Chamber of Commerce; Member and former Chairman, 
Commonwealth Club Forest and Recreation Section; Organizer and Executive 
Secretary of High Sierra Packer's Association; Program Chairman, 54th 
Western Forestry Conference (San Francisco, 1963). 

Public Services: Treasurer, Commonwealth Club of California (1962); 
Special Gifts Chairman, San Francisco--United Bay Area Crusade (1964); 
Officer, Vestryman, Trustee of various school boards, church and charity 
groups; Member, Executive Committee, and Finance Chairman, First 
Congressional District Republican Committee 1962-66. Member, Stanford 
Business School Advisory Committee 1974- ; Chairman, State Division 
of Sacramento United Way, 1974. 

Secretary for Resources, appointed by Governor Reagan in January 1967. 
Headed the Resources Agency which includes the following~Departments, 
Boards and Commissions : 

Department of Conservation 
Department of Fish and Game 
Department of Navigation and Ocean 
Development 

Department of Parks and Recreation 
Dephrtment of Water Resources 
Water Resources Control Board 
Reclamation Board 

Solid Waste Management Board 
*State Lands Division 
*Colorado River Board 
*San Francisco Bay Conservation 

and Development Commission 
"rahoe Regional Planning Agency 
"California Tahoe Regional 

Planning Agency 

As Secretary for Resources, was Governor Reagan's chief environmental 
advisor in key executive and legislative actions such as air and water 
pollution control measures; establishment of the Redwood National Park; 
preservation of Lake Tahoe; stopping the Dos Rios dam and Minarets 
highway projects; conducting state and national environmental conferences; 
etc. Member of the United States delegation to the International Environ- 
mental Conference held in Stockholm, Sweden in 1972. 

Current : 

Served on President Reagan's Environmental Task Force and as Leader of 
the Environmental Protection Agency transition team, 1980. 

Now "retired," maintains his business and environmental activities as 
manager of a family-owned Tree F;.ra. In 1980, appointed by Governor 
Brown to the State Fish and Game Commission, and currently serves as 
its President. 

*Liaison Capacity. 
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