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PREFACE 


The Oral History Program of the Sierra Club 


In fall 1969 and spring 1970 a self-appointed committee of Sierra Clubbers 

net several times to consider two vexing and related problems. The rapid 

membership growth of the club and its involvement in environmental issues on a 

national scale left neither time nor resources to document the club's internal 

and external history. Club records were stored in a nuinber of locations and were 

inaccessible for research. Further, we were failing to take advantage of the 

relatively new technique of oral history by which the reminiscences of club 

leaders and members of long standing could be preserved. 


The ad hoc committee's recommendation that a standing History Committee be 

established was approved by the Sierra Club Board of Directors in May 1970. 

That September the board designated The Bancroft Library of the University of 

California at Berkeley as the official depository of the club's archives. The 

large collection of records, photographs and other memorabilia known as the 

"Sierra Club Papers1' is thus permanently protected, and the Bancroft is 

preparing a catalog of these holdings which will be invalua5le to students of 

the conservation movement. 


The History Committee then focused its energies on how to develop a signi- 

ficant oral history program. A six page questionnaire was mailed to members. 

who had joined the club prior to 1931. More than half responded, enabling the 


,)committee to identify numerous older members as likely prospects for oral inter- 

views. (Some had hiked with John Muir!) Other interviewees were selected from 

the ranks of club leadership over the past six decades. 


* 
Those committee members who volunteered as interviewers were trained in 


this discipline by Willa Baum, head of the Bancroft's Regional Oral History 

Office and a nationally recognized authority in this field. Further interviews 

have been completed in cooperation with university oral history classes at 

California State University, Fullerton; Columbia University, New ~ork; and the 

University of California, Berkeley. Extensive interviews with major club 

leaders are most often conducted on a professional basis through the Regional 

Oral History Office. 


Copies of the Sierra Club oral interviews are placed at The Bancroft Library, 

at UCLA, and at the club's Colby Library, and may be purchased for the actual 

cost of photocopying, binding, and shipping by club regional offices, chapters, 

and groups, as well as by other libraries and institutions. 


Our heartfelt gratitude for their help in making the Sierra Club Oral 

History Project a success goes to each interviewee and interviewer; to every- 

one who has written an introduction to an oral history; to the Sierra Club 

Board of Directors for its recognition of the long-term importance of this 

effort; to the Trustees of the Sierra Club Foundation for generously providing 
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t h e  necessary funding; t o  club and foundat ion s t a f f ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Michael McCloskey, 
Denny Wilcher, Colburn Wilbur, and Nicholas Clinch; t o  Wil la  Baum and Susan 
Schrepfer  of  t h e  Regional Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce ;  and l a s t  but  f a r  from l e a s t ,  t o  
t h e  members of t h e  His tory  Committee, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  Ann Lage, who has  
coordinated t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  e f f o r t  s i n c e  September 1974. 

You a r e  c o r d i a l l y  i n v i t e d  t o  read  and enjoy any o r  a l l  of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  
i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club s e r i e s .  By so  doing you w i l l  l e a r n  much of t h e  c l u b ' s  h i s t o r y  
which i s  a v a i l a b l e  nowhere e l s e ,  and of t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  c a r e e r s  and accomplish- 
ments of many outs tanding  c lub  l e a d e r s  and members. 

Marshal l  H. Kuhn 
Chairman, H i s to ry  Committee 
1970 - 1978 

San Francisco  

May 1, 1977 

( rev ised  May 1979, A.L.) 


In sp i r ed  by t h e  v i s i o n  of i ts  founder  and f i r s t  chairman, Marshal l  .Kuhn, t h e  
S i e r r a  Club His tory  Committee continued t o  expand its o r a l  h i s t o r y  program 
fol lowing h i s  death i n  1978. With t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of a g r a n t  from t h e  National  
Endowment f o r  t h e  Humanities, awarded i n  J u l y  1980, t h e  S i e r r a  Club has  con t rac t ed  
wi th  t h e  Regional Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce  of The Bancrof t  L ib ra ry  t o  conduct twelve 
t o  s i x t e e n  major in t e rv iews  of S i e r r a  Club a c t i v i s t s  and o t h e r  environmental 
l e a d e r s  of t h e  1960s and 1970s. A t  t h e  same time, t h e  vo lun tee r  i n t e rv iew 
program has been a s s i s t e d  wi th  funds f o r  t r a i n i n g  in t e rv iewers  and t r a n s c r i b i n g  
and e d i t i n g  volunteer-conducted in t e rv iews ,  a l s o  focus ing  on t h e  p a s t  two decades. 

With t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  committee i n t e n d s  t o  document t h e  programs, s t r a -
t e g i e s ,  and i d e a l s  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  S i e r r a  Club, as w e l l  a s  t h e  c l u b  g r a s s r o o t s ,  
i n  a l l  its variety--from educat ion  t o  l i t i g a t i o n  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  lobbying,  from 
energy po l i cy  t o  urban i s s u e s  t o  wi lderness  p rese rva t ion ,  from C a l i f o r n i a  t o  t h e  
Carol inas  t o  New York. 

Together wi th  t h e  w r i t t e n  a rch ives  i n  The Bancroft  L ib ra ry ,  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
program of t h e  1980s w i l l  provide a va luab le  record  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club dur ing  a  
per iod  of v a s t l y  broadening environmental goa l s ,  r a d i c a l l y  changing s t r a t e g i e s  
of environmental a c t i o n ,  and major growth i n  s i z e  and i n f l u e n c e  on American 
p o l i t i c s  and soc ie ty .  

Spec ia l  thanks f o =  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  l a t e r  phase a r e  due t o  Susan Schrepf e r ,  co-
d i r e c t o r  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Documentation P r o j e c t ;  Ray Lage, cocha i r  of t h e  
His tory  Committee; t h e  S i e r r a  Club Board and s t a f f ;  members of  t h e  p r o j e c t  ad- 
v i s o r y  board and t h e  Hi s to ry  Committee; and most impor t an t ly ,  t h e  in terv iewees  
and in t e rv iewers  f o r  t h e i r  u n f a i l i n g  cooperat ion.  

Ann Lage 
Cochair,  His tory  Committee 
Codi rec tor ,  S i e r r a  Club Documentation 

P r o j e c t  
Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a  
Apr i l ,  1981 
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SERIES PREFACE -- THE SIERRA CLUB NATIONWIDE 

The S i e r r a  Club Nationwide is  a series of in te rv iews  wi th  l o c a l  and 
reg ional  l eade r s  of t he  S i e r r a  Club. The in te rv iews  focus on the  growth 
and expansion of c lub chapters  across  t he  United S t a t e s  and i n  ~ a n a d a  and 
document the  most important conservat ion campaigns undertaken by those 
chapters . 

Attempting t o  preserve h i s t o r i c a l  information not  usua l ly  found i n  the  
w r i t t e n  record,  these  in te rv iews  explore  the  i d e a l s  and percept ions  which 
motivate t he  c lub ' s  g ra s s roo t s  leadersh ip .  They d iscuss  t h e  behind-the- 
scenes decision-making processes  and formulation of s t r a t e g i e s  i n  l o c a l  
and reg ional  environmental b a t t l e s ;  the s t r u c t u r e  and opera t ions  of t h e  
chapter  organiza t ions  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t he  n a t i o n a l  c lub;  and the  
dea l ings  between chapter  l e a d e r s  and l o c a l  government, l a b o r ,  bus iness ,  
media, and o t h e r  organiza t ions .  

A l l  of the  in te rv iews  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  a r e  conducted by volunteer  
in te rv iewers ,  wi th  t he  t r a i n i n g  and guidance of t h e  S i e r r a  Club History 
Committee. Many in te rv iewers  a r e  themselves club a c t i v i s t s  and chapter  
l eade r s  who have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n ,  o r  have f i r s t h a n d  knowledge o f ,  the  
events  d i scussed  by t h e i r  interviewees.  Sometimes in te rv iewer  and i n t e r -  
viewee are personal  f r i e n d s  and col leagues i n  the  club. It i s  hoped t h a t  
t h i s  personal  touch lends a l i v e l y  immediacy t o  t h e  in te rv iews ,  while  t he  
in te rv iewer  t r a i n i n g  process  guards a g a i n s t  t he  i n t r u s i o n  of b i a s  which 
sometimes r e s u l t s  from such in te rv iew arrangements. 

A g ran t  from t h e  National  Endowment f o r  the  Humanities has  made poss ib l e  
the  processing of  His tory  Committee in te rv iews ,  t h e  prepara t ion  of in te rv iewer  
t r a i n i n g  ma te r i a l s ,  and the  coordinat ion of the  p ro j ec t .  A l l  in terview tapes  
are placed i n  t he  Universi ty  of C a l i f o r n i a ' s  Bancroft  Library. 

Ann Lage 
Cochair, S i e r r a  Club His tory  Committee 
Codirector ,  S i e r r a  Club Documentation 

P r o j e c t  

Berkeley, Ca l i fo rn i a  
October 14,  1982 
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INTRODUCTION 

Far too many years  have gone by, r egre t t ab ly ,  s i n c e  I have had t h e  
p leasure  of see ing  Al Forsyth face  t o  face.  But severa l  v i v i d  p i c t u r e s  of him 
f l a s h  before my mind's eye: 

* 	 A b i g  man s t r i d i n g  along t h e  t rai l ,  resplendent  i n  the  green, 
b lue  and white of h i s  Forsyth c l a n  t a r t a n  k i l t ,  with a f u r r y  
sporan swinging before him, the  pompon of a rainbow Tam o r  Shanter 
bobbing on h i s  head, and a hunting k n i f e  r i d i n g  i n  the g a r t e r  
of h i s  calf-high Argyles. 

* 	 A puff ing , steamy-breathed snowshoer labor iously  breaking t rai l  
up M t .  Van Hoovenberg f o r  a squad of tenderfoot  climbers t o i l i n g  
through e i g h t  inches of f r e s h  Adirondack powder. 

* 	 A considera te  h ike  l eader  who always seemed t o  have a brandy 
f l a s k  a v a i l a b l e  at  t rai l 's  end t o  revive h i s  f lagging fol lowers.  

* 	 A q u i e t ,  e f f e c t i v e  committee member who w a s  ever  ready t o  provide 
succinct  and accura te  minutes of a meeting, whether f o r  a S i e r r a  
Club t a s k  force ,  group, o r  chapter ,  o r  f o r  Friends of t h e  Earth,  
o r  f o r  Negative Population Growth, o r  f o r  any of t h e  numerous 
o the r  causes he has championed. 

My f i r s t  contact  with Al Forsyth w a s  i n  the  very e a r l y  s i x t i e s ,  when he 
and Mrs. Forsyth showed an A t l a n t i c  Chapter meeting some spectacular  s l i d e s  she 
had taken during a summer t r i p  t o  Alaska. That l e d  t o  Mary's c lose  involvement 
wi th  the  club and l a t e r  t o  her  twis t ing  lawyer A l r s  arm t o  provide l e g a l  he lp  
i n  the  c lub 's  friend-of-the-court e f f o r t  t o  save from desecra t ion (by s ix-  
l a n e  expressway) t h e  legendary Sleepy Hollow t h a t  had till then remained a s  
r u r a l  a s  it  was when t raversed-by  Washington I rv ing ' s  Headless Horseman. Al 
wrote a magnificently eloquent b r i e f  t h a t  should have persuaded the  court  and 
shamed Governor Nelson Rockefel ler ,  whose Pocantico property stood t o  b e n e f i t  
from the  new route .  Unhappily the  highway bu i lde r s  won. 

Nevertheless, t h e  involvement had ''hooked'' Al f o r  t h e  club. H e  became a 
chapter  mainstay, serving a s  h ike  l eader ,  l e g a l  counsel,  mul t ip le  committeeman, 
na t iona l  Council de legate ,  conservation chairman, chapter  chairman, envoy 
t o  o t h e r  conservation groups, and prime mover i n  a number of important b a t t l e s .  
I hope h i s  modesty has  not  omitted those from h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  intenriew (which 
I hope sometime t o  hear o r  read) .  Al's l e g a l  t r a i n i n g ,  h i s  superb g i f t  of 
language, h i s  su re  judgment, and h i s  diplomatic a b i l i t i e s  were valuable  assets 
t o  the  At lan t i c  Chapter and t o  t h e  New York consenrat ion community f o r  years .  
On h i s  depar ture  f o r  t h e  Sun B e l t ,  a splendid pa r ty ,  complete with Sco t t i sh  
bagpiper, w a s  given i n  h i s  honor by a wide c o a l i t i o n  of groups he had wo,rked 



with i n  the Northeast. I have no doubt that h is  work for the environment (as 
well as Mary's and their son's) is continuing i n  the Southwest. May they have 
many more years to pursue i t .  

Stewart Ogilvy 

19 June 1981 
Yonkers, New York 
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INTERVIEW HISTORY -- Alfred Forsyth 

Alfred Forsyth was suggested as  a p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club Oral 
History Pro jec t  i n  1977, by club s t a f f  f a m i l i a r  with h i s  many con t r ibu t ions  
t o  conservation and t h e  club. David Brower , who knew M r .  Forsyth both through 
h i s  work i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter and h i s  s e r v i c e  on t h e  board of Friends of 
t h e  Earth,  seconded the  suggest ion and offered t h e  name of J e f f  Ingram a s  an 
interviewer f o r  the  p ro jec t .  M r .  Ingram, southwest r epresen ta t ive  f o r  the  
S i e r r a  Club i n  t h e  1960s, now l i v i n g  i n  Tucson, Arizona, was a n a t u r a l  choice 
f o r  t h e  volunteer  task;  h i s  knowledge of t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter, S i e r r a  Club 
a f f a i r s  and concerns, and M r .  Forsyth ' s  contr ibut ions  a r e  evident  i n  h i s  
conduct of t h i s  interview. 

The in terview took place  on August 2, 1978, i n  t h e  Forsyth home i n  Pecos, 
New Mexico,. where M r .  Forsyth and h i s  wife,  Mary, moved from New York a f t e r  
h i s  re t i rement  i n  1975. Mary Forsyth, who has a l s o  been a c t i v e  i n  the S i e r r a  
Club and environmental a f f a i r s ,  was present  and pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  the  interview. 
Mr. and Mrs. Forsyth reviewed the  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  f o r  accuracy, but  made no 
s u b s t a n t i a l  changes. Expenses involved i n  e d i t i n g  and preparing t h i s  in terview 
f o r  f i n a l  p resen ta t ion  were funded through a grant  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club History 
Committee from t h e  National Endowment f o r  t h e  Humanities. 

With Mr. Forsyth 's  interview, t h e  S i e r r a  Club Documentation Pro jec t  begins 
t o  explore s e v e r a l  a reas  of i n t e r e s t  i n  S i e r r a  Club and environmental h i s t o r y :  
t h e  expansion and a c t i v i t i e s  of the  club on the  Eastern  Seaboard; the  important 
precedent-set t ing e a r l y  cases i n  environmental law involving the  Storm King 
power p lan t  and the  Hudson River Expressway; and the  development of the  S i e r r a  
Club i n t o  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  organizat ion.  M r .  Forsyth a l s o  d iscusses  h i s  work 
with Friends of t h e  Earth and with the  Upper Pecos Associat ion i n  New Mexico. 

It is f i t t i n g  t h a t  in1974 t h e  S i e r r a  Club's second h ighes t  award, the  
William E. Colby Award, was presented t o  Alfred Forsyth "for  h i s  ext raordinary  
contr ibut ions  t o  conservation and the  development of the  S i e r r a  Club i n  the  
eas te rn  United S ta tes  and Canada." 

Ann Lage, Cochair 
S i e r r a  Club History Committee 
Apr i l ,  1981 





Conservation I n t e r e s t s  #/ I  

J e f f r e y  Ingram: My name is J e f f  Ingram, and I am interviewing Al Forsyth. 
This w i l l  be an at tempt t o  help  A 1  f i l l  out  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
memory of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, a p r o j e c t  which I apprec ia te  
very  much; because of some work I have been doing on the  
Grand Canyon, I know how important i t  is  t o  have t h i s  
materfa l .  

Alfred Forsyth: Memory is  not  one of my s t ronger  f a c u l t i e s ;  today a s  I grow 
o lder  I f ind  I f o r g e t  more and p a r t i c u l a r l y  have a weakness 
f o r  f o r g e t t i n g  names. Itf 'svery embarrassing. I ' v e  been 
t ry ing  t o  th ink of one of the  e a r l y  S i e r r a  Club members 
back the re ,  Harry something-or-other, and I ' m  damned i f  
I can remember h i s  name. The weakness is inher i t ed  from my 
mother I guess. I can see  t h e i r  f aces ,  I remember t h e i r  
mannerisms, I remember th ings  they've s a i d ,  but  damned i f  
I can remember t h e i r  names. 

Ingram: We'll do the  b e s t  we can wi th  names l i k e  t h a t ,  and i f  we 
c a n f ' t  ge t  them a l l ,  maybe we ' l l  ge t  some re la t ionsh ip  t h a t  
w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t o  someone e l s e  who they a re .  

I want t o  ask you about the  A t l a n t i c  Chapter, but  before  
we t a l k  about t h a t ,  one of the  key quest ions t h a t  I was 
always asked when I worked f o r  the  S i e r r a  Club was, how d id  
you ge t  involved with conservation and why a r e  you i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  Grand Canyon? I think,  i n  t h e  ques t ionnaire  t h a t  
you answered, you mentioned your i n t e r e s t  i n  jo in ing the  
club a s  being conservation,  

Forsyth: Yes. Well, a l l  my l i f e  I ' v e  been i n t e r e s t e d ,  i n  one form 
o r  another ,  i n  conservation.  I n  e a r l i e r  days i t  was mostly 
preservat ion of hunting species--rabbits,  pheasants, grouse, 
and t r o u t ,  and th ings  l i k e  that-the f ield-and-stream type 
of conservation.  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  every time I got an  i s s u e  
of F ie ld  and Stream magazine, the  f i r s t -  th ing I iurned t o  was 
the  page on conservation. But I never took any r e a l  p a r t  
i n  it and never r e a l l y  had any awareness of the  problems 
of conservation u n t i l  q u i t e  a l o t  l a t e r .  

Ingram: You mentioned F i e l d  and Stream. Were you 
you hunt? Were you a c t i v e  outdoors? 

a fisherman? Did 

Forsyth: Yes, I used t o  go f i s h i n g  and hunting,  most a l l  of my l i f e .  

In  gram ; 
. 

What about any o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  h ik ing and the  kind 
of things associa ted  w i t h  the  S i e r r a  Club? 



Forsyth:  I d i d  ve ry  l i t t l e  of t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  mostly j u s t  by myself ,  
hunt ing  and f i s h i n g  l e d  t o  explor ing ,  and I always loved t h a t .  

Ingram: Do you f i s h  i n  t h e  Pecos? 

Forsyth:  Occasional ly.  It r u n s  r i g h t  through the bottom of t h e  l and  t h e r e ;  
t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  n i c e  pools  t h e r e .  I f  you c a r e  t o  t r y  i t ,  I ' v e  
got  a rod ready f o r  you. 

Ingram: Le t ' s  t a l k  about  t h e  t ime when your environmental i n t e r e s t  go t  
r e a l l y  s h a r p l y  awakened. 

Forsyth:  Mary w a s  always deeply i n t e r e s t e d  i n  conserva t ion  and w a s  a n  
amateur b i o l o g i s t ,  amateur o r n i t h o l o g i s t .  H e r  i n t e r e s t s  were 
deep and l o n g l a s t i n g ;  I guess l i f e t i m e .  She w a s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
Audubon Socie ty  back i n  New York and d i d  a l o t  of sp l end id  work 
f o r  them. But I always kept  i n  t h e  background a t  l e a s t ,  o r  
completely o u t  of it ,  because I d i d n ' t  want t o  s t e a l  t h e  show so 
t o  speak. I thought  it w a s  h e r  t h i n g ,  and s h e  ought t o  b e  f r e e  
t o  do i t .  She always t r i e d  t o  g e t  m e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  b u t  I r e s i s t e d  
i t  because I f e l t  t h a t  I would overshadow he r .  Lawyers have t h a t  
u n i v e r s a l  demand f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  and because you a r e  a lawyer,  
because you can  write w e l l  and speak  w e l l ,  and f i r s t  t h i n g  you 
know you're  i n  c e n t e r  s t a g e .  Mary p u l d n ' t  ag ree  wi th  t h i s ,  b u t  
I f e e l  i t ' s  so.  

Ear lv  Involvement w i t h  t h e  New York G r o u ~  

Forsyth:  My f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  Club was when Dave Sive  c a l l e d  
a meet ing of members. It w a s  he ld  a t  t h e  Alpine Club i n  New York. 
I remember it ve ry  wel l .  And h e  made an  urgent  p l e a  f o r  more 
vo lun tee r  he lp .  H e  asked t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  meet ing anyone who was 
w i l l i n g  t o  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  anyth ing ,  come up and t a l k  t o  h i m .  

Ingram: Was t h i s  a r e q u e s t  f o r  any kind of vo lun tee r  he lp ,  o r  was i t  
s t r f c t l y  l e g a l ?  

Forsyth:  No, j u s t  any kind of vo lun tee r  he lp :  envelope s t u f f i n g ,  record  
keeping, r ead ing  and speaking,  and s o  f o r t h ,  

Ingram: W a s  Dave chairman? 

Forsyth:  I'm no t  s u r e  whether h e  w a s  chairman of t h e  chap te r  a t  that t i m e  
o r  no t .  I b e l i e v e  he was chafrman of w h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  New York 
Group, whlch a t  that t i m e  was t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  of New York, t h e  



Forsyth: 

Ingram: 


Forsyth: 


Ingram: 


Forsyth: 


Ingram; 


Forsyth: 


p resen t  boundary of t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter. The A t l a n t i c  Chapter 
a t  t h a t  time took i n  from F lo r ida  t o  Maine, a l l  t h e  c o a s t a l  s t a t e s .  
I th ink  Harry (I remember h i s  name now, Harry Neece] was the  chai r -  
man of t h e  chapter .  

A t  any r a t e ,  Mary had s e n t  me  t o  t h a t  meeting because she 
couldn' t  go; she asked me t o  a t t e n d  and t o  volunteer  f o r  anything 
Dave thought she  could do. A s  a r e s u l t  Mary d id  become t h e  next  
chairman of t h e  New York group and spent  a couple of years  t r y i n g  
t o  organize subgroups throughout the  s t a t e ,  up i n  Rome, Ut ica ,  
Syracuse, Rochester, I don't  know where e l s e ,  She can speak 
b e t t e r  about t h a t  than I can. Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h a t ,  another  a c t i v i s t  
i n  t h e  New York group (and I be l i eve  a c h a r t e r  member of i t ) ,  
Stewart Ogilvy, approached m e  and asked m e  i f  I would p lease  w r i t e  
a b r i e f  on a case  invo lv ing . the  cons t ruc t ion  of a road through t h e  
famous Sleepy Hollow a r e a  i n  Westchester County. 

Maybe you could expand on t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  because I ' m  not  
f a m i l i a r  with t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  

s 


Sleepy Hollow is  h i s t o r i c a l l y  an  a t t r a c t i v e  place.  It is ,  a s  its 
name impl ies ,  a s leepy,  q u i e t  community, b e a u t i f u l  v a l l e y s  and 
q u i e t ,  w i th in  about twenty miles of New York City.  It was made 
famous, of course,  by Washington I rv ing.  I don" r e c a l l  whether 
Rockefe l ler  was governor a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  but  anyway t h e r e  was a 
road planned through p a r t  of t h e  Rockefel ler  e s t a t e  near  Sleepy 
Hollow, bu t  going r i g h t  through t h e  h i s t o r i c  p a r t  of Sleepy Hollow, 
a super  highway. There was much f e e l i n g  among t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
members t h a t  t h i s  should never be allowed t o  happen, and they d id  
t ake  i t  t o  cour t .  I came i n  a t  t h e  po in t  where t h e  f i n a l  b r i e f s  
were t o  be w r i t t e n ,  and, a t  Stew's r eques t ,  I prepared a b r i e f  
on i t .  It was n o t  a very f i rm l e g a l  b r i e f ;  t h e r e  were very few 
l e g a l  po in t s  t h a t  w e  could h i t  upon. The b r i e f  was mainly a p l e a  
f o r  p rese rva t ion  of beauty i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

Was t h i s  before  t h e  cour t  dec i s ion  about Storm King, saying t h a t  
t h e  FPC [Federal  Power Commission] had t o  look a t  these  th ings?  

It was about t h a t  time. But t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  cour t ,  

Right.  

The dec i s ion  went a g a i n s t  us ,  but  t h e  e f f o r t  was product ive  of a 
good d e a l  of pub l i c  sentiment. The New York Times took i t  up, and 
eventually--I don? r e c a l l  what the po in t s  were' t h a t  compelled 
t h e  s t a t e  t o  change t h e  rou t ing  of t h i s  road, but  they did f i n a l l y .  
So w e  had a' p a r t i a l  v i c t o r y  a t  l e a s t ,  by j u s t  t ry ing .  T t  was a 
l i t t l e  before  t h a t ,  a year  o r  so Gefore t h a t ,  t h a t  Mary and r and 
our son B i l l  went up t o  Alaska and v i s i t e d  Camp Denali.  



Ingram: Before we l e a v e  t h e  Sleepy Hollow case ,  i f  we could come back t o  
t h e s e  l e g a l  t h ings :  Was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  a t  that time of t h e  
appea l s  p roces s ,  that is, should w e  c a r r y  it  f u r t h e r ?  

Forsyth:  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a l i t t l e  hazy on t h i s ,  J e f f  . I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  s o  l i t t l e  prospec t  of succes s ,  s o  l i t t l e  l e g a l  handle  
on t h e  t h i n g ,  t h a t  we  decided no t  t o .  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  we 
had no money t o  devote t o  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  The chap te r  d i d  pay 
t h e  c o s t  of p r i n t i n g  t h e  b r i e f ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t .  But l a t e r  I found 
t h a t  t h a t  was a tremendous e f f o r t  f o r  them. The chap te r  wasn't  
ve ry  l a r g e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and fund-rais ing w a s  n o t  one of our  
s t r o n g e s t  p o i n t s  e i t h e r .  

Ingram: This  had t o  have been then  some time around 1965, 1966? 

Forsyth:  It was about  '66 I would guess .  I r e c a l l  t h e r e  w e r e  a couple 
of paragraphs i n  t h a t  b r i e f .  They were no t  l e g a l  arguments;  they  
were arguments f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of beauty. I w a s  s u r p r i s e d  
l a t e r  on, i n  ano the r  road c a s e  i n  t h e  New York a r e a ,  t o  hear  t h e  
p u b l i c  tes t imony a g a i n s t  t h e  road ,  and t h e  speakers  were r ead ing  
from t h a t  Sleepy Hollow b r i e f .  There w e r e  one o r  two paragraphs 
t h a t  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s e d  me; I d idn ' t  know t h a t  I w a s  t h a t  e loquent  
a t  t h e  time! 

I'ngram: Do you have a copy, o r  do you know where t h e r e  is a copy? 

Forsyth:  I may have a copy he re ,  
i n  t h e  New York o f f  i c e .  

I d o n ' t  know. There is a copy, of course ,  

Well I s t a r t e d  t o  s ay  about  the v i s i t  t o  Alaska; I t h i n k  t h a t  
w a s  t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  my a t t i t u d e  toward conserva t ion .  We were 
g u e s t s  up t h e r e  a t  Camp Denal i  of Celia Hunter and Ginny Wood. 
Most of t h e  t a b l e  conve r sa t ion  up t h e r e  w a s  conserva t ion ,  and 
those  two e n t h u s i a s t s  r e a l l y  s t r u c k  a  spa rk  wi th  me. 

Ingram: This w a s  a f t e r  t h e  Sleepy Hollow case?  

Forsyth:  No, t h i s  w a s  b e f o r e  i t ,  b e f o r e  Sleepy Hollow. But tlie v i s i t  t o  
Alaska-not on ly  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  people  a t  t h e  camp, 
Del Eberhardt ,  Ginny, and C e l i a ,  and s e v e r a l  young people t h e r e  
wi th  t h e i r  enthusiasm f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of nature--real ly  d i d  t u r n  
my i n t e r e s t  a l o t  more a c t i v e l y  toward what could be done t o  s a v e  
th ings .  And a f t e r  Stew inve ig l ed  m e  i n t o  w r i t i n g  this b r i e f ,  which 
was n o t  my f o r t e  a t  a l l ,  I d id  become i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club w a s  doing and could do. I found a r e a l l y  deep i n t e r e s t  i n  
conserva t ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Stew Ogilvy 's. p a r t  i n  it, H e  l i v e d  
and brea thed  conserva t ion .  Stew, many y e a r s  ago on the weekend 
h f k e s  o u t  t h e r e ,  a t  t h e  luncheon break,  would g l v e  aBout a f i f t e e n  



Forsy th :  o r  twenty minute  t a l k  on some l o c a l  conse rva t ion  matter. And he ,  
i n  t h a t  manner, r e c r u i t e d  a l o t  of a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  conse rva t ion  
work. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  that--  

Law P r a c t i c e  

Ingram: I ' m  going t o  i n t e r r u p t  a minute ,  because what I want t o  a s k  about  
is something t h a t  may l a y  a l i t t l e  groundwork. Could you t a l k  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  about  your l e g a l  c a r e e r ,  what k ind  of l a w  you were 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n ?  

Forsyth:  Well, my law work w a s  a lmost  wholly as c o r p o r a t e  counse l  t o  a 
tobacco company, t h e  United S t a t e s  Tobacco Company, t h a t  makes 
t h e  Copenhagen brand s n u f f .  And my job  was t o  keep t h e m  o u t  of 
c o u r t  by g iv ing  them good a d v i c e  as t o  how t o  comply w i t h  laws. 
It wasn ' t  a v e r y  t h r i l l i n g ,  s p e c t a c u l a r  kind of  law p r a c t i c e ;  
i t  was a l l  j u s t  work. And i t  had t o  do wi th  such d r y  s u b j e c t s  
as t h e  SEC [ S e c u r i t i e s  Exchange Commission] rules, t h e  Robinson- 
Patman Act ,  t h e  requi rements  o f  f a i r  t r a d e ,  and a l o t  of  o t h e r  
t h i n g s  of commercial i n t e r e s t  w i t h  a b s o l u t e l y  no connec t ion  w i t h  
conse rva t ion  work o r  c o u r t  work o r  b r i e f  w r i t i n g  o r  anyth ing  of 
t h a t  s o r t .  

Ingram: Did you p e r s o n a l l y  d e a l  w i t h  federal--I  
crats, I don' t  see why I shouldn't--with 
t h e s e  commissions? 

want t o  ca l l  them bureau- 
members of t h e  s t a f f  of 

Forsyth:  Oh, yes .  

Ingram: Did t h i s  shape  any kind of a f e e l i n g  o r  a phi losophy on your  p a r t  
about  how t o  d e a l  w i t h  government employees? 

Fo r sy th ;  I cou ldn ' t  s a y  t h a t  i t  d i d ,  no, [coughing; t a p e  o f f ]  

Ingram: W e  were t a l k i n g  about  whether o r  n o t  your  l e g a l  exper ience  had 
given you any v i ew  of government bureaucracy.. 

Forsyth.: Not p a r t i c u l a r l y ;  most of i t  was w i t h  j u n i o r  bu reauc ra t s .  My own 
f e e l i n g  was t h a t  the government was a g a i n s t  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  t ime,  
My z e a l  f o r  my c l i e n t  I t h i n k  b l i n d e d  m e  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  
v a r i o u s  s i d e s  of l e g a l  i s s u e s .  I was a p r o t a g o n i s t ,  advocate.  
But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  my law p r a c t i c e  had any e f f e c t  on how I would 
la ter ,  i n  conse rva t ion  matters, regard  government agenc ies .  I 
t h i n k  t h e  two were e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e ,  



Ingram: I a s k  because one of t h e  reasons  l a w s u i t s  have become ve ry  popular  
is t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  people f e e l  d e a l i n g  wi th ,  s ay ,  a l o c a l  
F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  o f f i c e ,  and some people j u s t  s ay ,  " 'Let ts  go t o  
cou r t .  l1 And I 'wondered i f  you had something t o  add the re .  

Forsyth:  No, I wouldn't  say  s o ,  One t h i n g  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of 
law d i d  i n s t i l l  i n  m e  is t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two s i d e s  t o  every th ing ,  
and you've g o t  t o  know both  s i d e s ,  and t h a t  nobody's a complete 
r a s c a l .  H e  may, a t  t h e  moment, have an  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  warps h i s  
v i s i o n ,  b u t  h e r s  s t i l l  a  human being and s t i l l  a dedica ted  p u b l i c  
s e r v a n t ,  and you've g o t  t o  look  a t  both s i d e s  of a l l  ques t ions .  
I ' m  a good d e a l  more moderate i n  t h i s  environmental l a w  than  any 
of t h e  younger environmental lawyers.  I tend to--I don ' t  know, 
it 's n o t  e x a c t l y  a d e s i r e  t o  compromise, b u t  I proceed from a 
d e s i r e  t o  reach  a j u s t  r e s u l t .  I t a k e  more of a j u d i c i a l  a t t i t u d e  
toward l e g a l  ques t ions  than  a l o t  of t h e  younger advoca tes  do. 
Consequently, many of my f r i e n d s  i n . t h e  environmental l a w  today 
f e e l  t h a t  I ' m  no t  r e a l l y  s t e r n  enough about  t h e  whole s u b j e c t .  

S i e r r a  Club Legal Committee and Legal Defense Fund 

Ingram: L e t ' s  fo l low up on t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  because you were a member 
of t h e  c lub ' s  Legal Committee and a r e n l ' t  you now a member of t h e  
Board of t h e  Legal Defense Fund? 

Forsyth:  Yes. 

Ingram: Could you j u s t  d e s c r i b e  a l i t t l e  b i t  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  develop- 
ment ? 

Forsyth:  Well, t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  Legal Committee a s  f a r  a s  I ' m  
concerned w a s  ve ry  casua l ,  Dave Sive  w a s  a l o t  more a c t i v e  i n  
l e g a l  a f f a i r s  a t  t h e  time. I got  i n t o  i t  l a r g e l y  a s  s o r t  of a 
sp ino f f  t o  t h e  conserva t ion  c m i t t e e  of t h e  chap te r ,  I n  San 
Francisco I th ink  they were looking  f o r  somebody t o  o rgan ize  some 
lawyers  i n  t h e  New York a r e a .  And i t  j u s t  came my way, I don' t  
know why. It r e a l l y  should have come Dave's way. But P h i l  Berry 
w a s  o rganiz ing  as many lawyers  as he  could and I developed a l i s t  
of mostly young S i e r r a  Club members, It w a s n k  a f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e  
commit t e e .  

Ingram: Th i s  w a s  t h e  committee on t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ?  

Forsyth:  Yes. I r e c a l l  t h a t  my f i l e  on the l e g a l  committee was one of t h e  
t h i n n e s t  f i l e s  i n  my desk,  But I w a s  a b l e  t o  f i n d  a number of 
young lawyers  who were w i l l i n g  t o  devote  t h e i r  t i m e ,  such  as it 
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Forsyth:  

was. The problem w a s  t h a t  t h e s e  were a l l  younger men, j u s t  g e t t i n g  
s t a r t e d ,  working f o r  l a r g e  l a w  f i r m s  t h a t  demanded twenty hours  
of twenty-four of t h e i r  j u n i o r  lawyer a s s o c i a t e s ,  and I never  

.could count  on them. I could l o o k  forward t o  a b r i e f  being due 
t h i r t y  days hence and twenty-nine days would go by be fo re  I ' d  
f i n d  somebody t o  work on it.  A s  a consequence, I d id  a l o t  of 
t h a t  work myself r a t h e r  t han  g e t t i n g  much h e l p  from t h e  committee. 
And a l o t  of i t ,  of course ,  d id  n o t  g e t  done a t  a l l .  

Of course  t h i s  w a s  a l l  f r e e .  

It w a s  a l l  pro bono, and i n  t hose  days,  t h a t  w a s  up t o  about  '73 ,  
t h e  l a r g e r  l aw  f i r m s  d i d  ve ry  l i t t l e  t o  encourage t h e i r  j u n i o r  
a s s o c i a t e s  t o  do o u t s i d e  work of t h i s  s o r t .  It d i d  come about  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s  t h a t  many of t h e  l a r g e  l a w  f i rms  gave t h e i r  
j u n i o r  a s s o c i a t e s  t i m e  o f f  t o  do environmental work, and some 
ve ry  f i n e  work was done by those  young men. Today, I b e l i e v e ,  
t h a t  most l a r g e  law f i r m s  throughout t h e  count ry  encourage t h i s .  
A t  t h e  moment we're t r y i n g  a c a s e  h e r e  i n  New Mexico, t h e  NRDC 
[Nat iona l  Resources Defense Counci l]  v e r s u s  NRC [Nuclear Regula- 
t o r y  C o m i s s i o n ]  and o t h e r s ,  on t h e  l i c e n s i n g  of uranium m i l l s .  
The case  is pending b e f o r e  Judge Bratman; I c a n ' t  comment on i t ,  
bu t  t h e  l e g a l  work has  been done by two young men from t h e  o f f i c e  
of O'Melveny & Myers i n  Los Angeles, and i t 's  taken them--I t h i n k  
t h e  las t  time I t a lked  t o  them about  t h e i r  hours  i t  was something 
l i k e ,  w e l l  a t  O'Melveny 6 M y e r s ' r a t e s  it  would run  over  a hundred 
thousand d o l l a r s .  Now t h i s  is a l l  con t r ibu ted  by l a r g e  law f i rms  
as a pub l i c  s e r v i c e .  That  was p r e t t y  much unknown when I t r i e d  
t o  o rgan ize  a l e g a l  committee t h e r e .  

Did you, dur ing  those  y e a r s ,  d i s c u s s  t h a t  kind of problem wi th  
people,  some of t h e  s e n i o r  p a r t n e r s ?  

No, I didn". A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I was p r e t t y  w e l l  occupied 
w i t h  my own law p r a c t i c e ,  and t ak ing  a n  hour  o r  two a day o u t  
of it  was d i f f i c u l t .  

So you don' t  know, o t h e r  than  j u s t  t h e  gene ra l  change i n  opin ion ,  
why New York f i r m s  Began say ing  t h i s  is something we should be  
doing, and l e t t i n g  younger lawyers  do t h i s  kind of p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  

I would suspec t  t h a t  Ea r th  Day had a n  awful ly  s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  on 
t h e  l a r g e  f i rms .  

And on t h e  Bar Assoc ia t ion?  

Well, 1 guess  i t  w a s  about  1972 t h a t  t h e  Assoc ia t ion  of t h e  Bar 
of New York City e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  Environmental Law Committee. 
Dave Sfve was t h e  f i r s t  chairman of i t  and cha i r ed  t h a t  f o r  about  



Forsyth:  two o r  t h r e e  years .  It drew a cons ide rab le  number of New York 
lawyers .  Our meet ings were he ld  a t  t h e  Bar Assoc ia t ion  b u i l d i n g  
on 44th S t r e e t ,  and they  were d i n n e r  meetings. I w e l l  r e c a l l  
many meetings t h e r e  when t h e r e  were twenty-five o r  t h i r t y  young 
lawyers i n  a t t endance  a t  t hose  meetings. That 's  p r e t t y  a c t i v e  
i n t e r e s t .  Dave w a s  wonderful i n  o rgan iz ing  t h a t .  He's an  out-  
s t and ing  guy. 

Ingram: I t h i n k  l a t e r  on we might t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about  some of t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  you and Dave d i d  toge the r .  I want t o  go back t o  t h e  
p o i n t  about t h e  Legal Defense Fund i t s e l f ,  which, of course ,  w a s  
s e t  up as a s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y ,  and anyth ing  you r e c a l l  about  how 
t h a t  came about ,  and why i t  w a s  thought  t o  be  necessary?  

Forsyth:  I have no ve ry  p a r t i c u l a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of t h a t .  I r e a l l y  don ' t  
know how t h a t  came about .  It w a s  mostly done through C a l i f o r n i a ,  
P h i l  Berry and Dick Leonard. J i m  Moorman, who w a s  I t h i n k  i t s  
f i r s t  execut ive  d i r e c t o r ,  had come from t h e  New York a r e a .  He 
w a s  one of about  f i v e  young lawyers i n  t h e  U.S. At torney ' s  o f f i c e  
t h e r e ,  under Morgenthau, I be l i eve .  John Adams, Dick H a l l ,  
J i m  Moorman, and one o t h e r ,  whose name I don ' t  r e c a l l ,  l e f t  t h e  
U.S .  At torney ' s  Of f i ce  and undertook t h e  formation of t h e  
Natura l  Resources Defense Council .  There aga in ,  one of t h e  moving 
people i n  t h e  founding of t h a t  w a s  Dave Sive. H e  organized the  
meeting a t  P r ince ton ,  a t  which t h e  whole i d e a  was hatched and t h e  
gene ra l  o u t l i n e  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of NRDC was d iscussed .  
J i m  Moorman, I remember, w a s  t h e r e  a t  t h e  time. I guess he  
remained a s soc i a t ed  w i t h  NRDC f o r  about  two y e a r s  b e f o r e  t ak ing  
ove r  t h e  SCLDF [ S i e r r a  Club Legal Defense Fund]. 

Ingram: You've been on t h e  board s i n c e  t h e  Legal  Defense Fund w a s  c rea ted?  

Forsyth:  No. I j u s t  came on two y e a r s  ago. 

Ingram: How does t h e  board func t ion?  I mean, what is i ts purpose? 
you a c t u a l l y  dec ide  on whether c a s e s  should be  taken up? 

Do 

Forsyth:  Well, t h e  board func t ions  as a governing body of t h e  SCLDP, s e t t i n g  
s a l a r i e s  and p o l i c i e s ,  pass ing  on the arrangements f o r  o f f i c e  
space  f o r  a t t o r n e y s  and wfiat no t .  But they have a L i t i g a t i o n  
Approval Committee. And a n  Execut ive Committee, of course ,  is 
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  San Franc isco  a r e a ,  f o r  i n s t a n t  d e c i s i o n s  on 
urgent  problems, But t h e  L i t i g a t i o n  Committee is d i f f e r e n t  from 
t h e  Execut ive Committee. There have been f o u r  of u s  on t h a t  com-
m i t t e e ;  t h e r e  a r e  now f i v e ,  w i th  a lady  member, B a r r i e  [Ramsey] 
Girard ,  who j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  an  i n t e r e s t  and was added t o  t h e  
committee, A l l  c a s e s  t h a t  come b e f o r e  SCLDF f o r  handl ing  a r e  
sub jec t ed  t o  a r a t h e r  r i g o r o u s  r w i e w  by E a r l  Blauner and the 



Forsyth : executive d i r e c t o r ,  who is now Rick [Fredr ic  P.] Sutherland. They 
prepare about f i v e  pages of information on the  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  
involved, t h e  a t t o r n e y s  t o  be employed, t h e  i s s u e ,  t h e  forum, t h e  
chances of success;  they examine very c a r e f u l l y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
of counter claims f o r  damages. And these  papers a r e  c i r c u l a t e d  
among t h e  committee and each one approves o r  disapproves o r  
coments .  I t 's  q u i t e  a c t i v e .  Since I ' v e  been on t h i s  committee, 
I ge t  about one o r  two a week. 

Ingram: Do you have a rough idea  o f  how many cases  t h e r e  a re?  
t h a t ' s  a hundred cases a year? 

I mean i f  

Forsyth : I have a bad head f o r  f i g u r e s ,  J e f f .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  there ' s  
something l i k e  eighty-eight a c t i v e  cases on t h e  docket now. 
Some a r e  q u i t e  l imi ted  and l o c a l  i s sues ,  o the r s  a r e  n a t i o n a l  
and broad scoped. 

Ingram: Of course, again,  t h i s  is a l l  publ ic  s e r v i c e  work, by you, 
board, and t h e  L i t i g a t i o n  Committee? 

the  

Forsyth: R e  S i e r r a  Club Legal Defense Fund does h i r e  ou t s ide  counsel i n  
many cases ,  and i n  some ins tances ,  pays them, not  a t  commercial 
r a t e s ,  not  a t  a hundred d o l l a r s  an hour, but  maybe twenty-five 
d o l l a r s  an hour. So the  a t to rneys  who handle these  cases f o r  
SCLDF a r e  i n  p a r t  doing i t  pro bono publico,  c e r t a i n l y  a t  a l o s s  
of revenue to  them. 

Ingram: 	 I was th inking more of your p a r t .  

Forsyth : 	Most of t h e  lawyers who do handle these  a r e  con t r ibu t ing  t h e i r  
s e r v i c e s ,  donating t h e i r  time. 

Ingram: 	 We had t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Grand Canyon River s u i t ,  where we 
have a lawyer i n  Arizona who is receiving a reduced r a t e .  

Mary Forsyth and t h e  S i e r r a  Club 

Ingram: 	 What I ' d  l i k e  t o  do now i s  t o  jump back and br ing i n  Mary Forsyth, 
who was a c t i v e ,  a s  Al was saying,  i n  S i e r r a  Club chapter  and group 
a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  New York a r e a  before  A 1  was. I ' m  going t o  l e t  her  
t a l k  about t h a t .  [addressing Mary Forsyth] I th ink  what I'd 
r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  do t o  s t a r t  o f f ,  i n  t h i s  somewhat unorthodox 
interview of two people a t  t h e  same time, i s  t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  
b i t  about origins--your growing up i n  Tucson, and your beginning 
i n t e r e s t  i n  conservation,  the  S i e r r a  Club, and so on. Is t h a t  
enough prompting? 



Mary Forsy th :  	 Tha t ' s  a l o v e l y  way t o  s t a r t .  My i n t e r e s t  i n  conse rva t ion  
began with my f a t h e r ,  who w a s  a n  a r d e n t  outdoorsman. And 
I grew up i n  the back coun t ry  of  Arizona, which w a s  ve ry  back 
i n  t h o s e  days ,  and the Rockies i n  Colorado, and t h e  S i e r r a s  
i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  So t h e r e  w a s  a t i e - i n  w i t h  a l l  the h igh  
count ry  of t h e  West; and t h e  S i e r r a  Club w a s  t o  b e  t h e  
u l t i m a t e  i n  t u r n i n g  on  t h i s  i n t e r e s t .  

Ingram: 	 Were you aware of the S i e r r a  Club from e a r l y  days,  from your 
e a r l y  days?  

M. Forsy th :  	 Y e s ,  q u i t e  f a r  back. When I w a s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  some y e a r s  
ago,  I dec ided  I 'd  b e t t e r  g e t  busy and g e t  a membership, 
and t h i s  took p l ace ,  and t h e n  I w a s  back i n  New York wi th  
A l ,  and--

Ingram: 	 Can you g i v e  m e  a f e e l i n g  f o r  d a t e s ,  t h a t  is when you moved 
from C a l i f o r n i a  t o  New York, o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

M. 	 Forsy th :  When I f i n i s h e d  school  I went t o  t h e  b i g  c i t y  t o  l e a r n  t o  
p a i n t  Ind i ans ,  s o  I could go back t o  Arizona and p a i n t  
Ind i ans .  But I m e t  a ve ry  handsome young lawyer  from 
Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  and t h a t ' s  where t h e  p a i n t i n g  ended 
f o r  a few yea r s .  And w e  s p e n t  many ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  y e a r s  
i n  New York. Both of u s  l i k e  the out-of-doors,  and we 
s e t t l e d  up i n  Westchester s o  w e  could g e t  o u t  and walk around 
on weekends and t r i e d  t o  keep o u r  f e e t  on some rough ground. 

Ingram: 	 But you were a member of the S i e r r a  Club, then  be fo re  the 
move, b e f o r e  you went t o  New York? 

M. Forsy th :  	 Y e s .  

Ingram: 	 And when you came, was t h e r e  a chap te r ,  was there an  organ- 
i z a t i o n  i n  New York? 

M, Forsy th :  	 Y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  g e t  involved i n  i t .  I d o n ' t  
know what -was the t u r n i n g  p o i n t  e x a c t l y ,  W e  went t o  some 
of  t h e  meet ings ,  which were Tn te re s t i ng .  

Ingram: 	 S o c i a l  meet ings? 

M. 	 Forsy th :  We were always i n t e r e s t e d  i n  people  coming through. And I 
r e c a l l  a r e c e p t i o n  f o r  Dave Brower, pu t  on  by Time-Life; 
I gues s  Stew Ogilvy w a s  with them and h e  w a s  g iv ing  fn te rv iews  
t o  v a r i o u s  people.  That w a s  when one of t h e  d e a r  l i t t l e  
l a d i e s  rushed up t o  Dave Brower and s a i d  Bubblingly,  "And I 



M. 	 Forsy th :  hea r  therefs a c h a p t e r  i n  C a l i f o r n i a , "  [ l a u g h t e r ]  which amused 
h?m migh t i l y  and made t h e  a f te rnoon.  But ny t e n u r e  r e a l l y  w i th  
the c lub  as a n  o f f i c e r  was q u i t e  s h o r t .  I took over  from 
Dave Sive  and t h a t  w a s  a hard  a c t  t o  fo l low,  because i t  w a s  
a t i m e  of upheaval.  T h i s  w a s  when the shepherd of t h e  f l o c k ,  
Dave [Brower], was l e a v i n g ,  and t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of p u b l i c i t y ,  
p ro ,  con, and s o  f o r t h .  The membership jumped i n  t h e  New York 
area, climbed r a p i d l y .  And t h e  c l u b  became so l a r g e  t h a t  we 
rea l ized-

A. 	 Forsyth:  Could I i n t e r r u p t ?  It seems t o  me t h a t  you were a c t i v e  w e l l  
be fo re  t h e  Brower ep isode  with t h e  c lub .  

M. Forsyth:  	 Not r e a l l y ,  n o t  u n t i l  a f t e r  there was a s h i f t .  

A .  Forsyth.: 	 I ' m  s o r r y ,  I thought .  you were a c t i v e  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h a t .  

M. Forsyth:  	 I j u s t  a t tended  meet ings .  

A. 	 Forsyth:  Do you r e c a l l  when i t  was t h a t  you asked me t o  that meeting 
where Dave S ive  c a l l e d  f o r  vo lun tee r s ,  and I volunteered  your 
name. 

M. Forsyth:  	 I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  exac t  d a t e  of i t ,  

A. 	 Forsyth:  I t h i n k  that must have been around '65 o r  '66. I t , w a s  be fo re  
I became a c t i v e  i n  the club.. 

M. Forsyth:  	 Y e s ,  i t  was. 

A ,  Forsy th :  	 You became New York chairman, chairman of t h e  New York group. 

M. 	 Forsy th :  There was a New York group a t  t h a t  t ime. But fo l lowing  
Dave Brower's l e a v i n g ,  the group expanded so  r a p i d l y ,  and we 
had people coming, t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  meet ings,  from upper New 
York S t a t e ,  and i t  w a s  very d i f f i c u l t .  So the p l a n  was t o  t r y  
t o  break  up i n t o  s m a l l e r  groups, more r eg iona l .  And then,  
hope fu l ly ,  people  from t h e s e  groups would come i n t o  t h e  main 
meet ings.  And i t  was working f a i r l y  wel l .  W e  had a group 
going on Long I s l a n d ;  we had one i n  Poughkeepsie, and one 
s t a r t i n g  i n  Syracuse. 

Ingram: 	 m e n  you w e r e  chairman of the New York group, t h a t  w a s  wh.en 
i t  included th.e whole s t a t e .  

M. Forsyth:  	 Yes, 

hg ram:  	 Did you t a k e  over  from Dave SAve? 



M. Forsy th :  Yes. 


Ingram: He w a s  chairman of  the group b e f o r e  you? 


M. Forsy th :  Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  


Ingram: And do you happen t o  know, offhand,  who fol lowed you? 


M. 	 Porsy th :  I am s o  embarrassed; I hope s h e  never  h e a r s  t h i s ,  b u t  I c a n t t  
remember h e r  name. It was ano the r  woman, Barbara something. 

A.  Forsy th :  	 I don ' t  r e c a l l .  

M. Forsy th :  I r e a l l y  don ' t  remember. 


Ingram: Okay. I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  it a l i t t l e  b i t .  


M. 	 Forsy th :  I l e f t  when I had a f ami ly  c r k s i s ;  my mother passed away in 
V i r g i n i a ,  and I had t o  tow out-I spen t  s o  much t?me down the re .  

Ingram: 	 So b e f o r e  you were head of  t h e  chap te r ,  then ,  a r e  you say ing  
th.at  you r e a l l y  werent , t  a c t i v e ?  You were a member, b u t  n o t  
an  o f f i c e r .  

M. Forsyth:  Not an  o f f i c e r ,  no. 


Ingram: Not a p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  committees? 


M. 	 Forsyth:  I was too  b u s y d o i n g  Audubon work and [working with] o t h e r  
groups up i n  Westchss te r  County. I was very ,  ve ry  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club and a l l  t hose  k inds  of t h i n g s .  

Ingram: 	 What do you feel--and we're  t a l k i n g  now about  t h e  most tremendously 
h e a v i l y  populated a r e a ,  t h e  me t ropo l i t an  a r e a  of New York City-- 
how do you see, o r  how d i d  you see, t h e  t a s k s ?  I n  o t h e r  words, 
what was t h e  chap te r  o r  t h e  group t h e r e  t o  do f o r  t h e s e  people  
who were members? Was i t  a s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n ?  How d id  you 
conceive of t h e  job? What d i d  you see a s  what you were doing? 

M. 	 Fo r sy th ;  I don ' t  remember be ing  involved i n  t h e  l e g a l  a s p e c t  which came 
on, Of course  the Storm King c a s e  was on when Dave ISive] was 
t h e r e  and he  was v e r y  much on hand f o r  t h a t ,  b u t  i t  was most ly  
s o c i a l .  It was t o  keep peop le  a b r e a s t  of what was happening, 
n o t  on ly  i n  New York s t a t e ,  b u t  n a t i o n a l l y .  And we endeavored 
t o  g e t  somebody of s t a t u r e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  problem s i t u a t i o n s .  
It was, I would say ,  more s o c i a l  than  anyth ing ,  

A 	Forsy th ;  It was a chowder and marching c lub  wi th  o v e r t o n e s  of conserva-
t i o n ,  l a r g e l y  s t imu la t ed  by Stew Ogilvy. 



M. Forsyth:  He was t h e  man who was always t h e r e ,  f o r  every th ing .  


Ingram: So t h e  chap te r  had a s o c i a l  ex i s t ence ;  it  was n o t  j u s t  a s h e l l  

f o r  conserva t ion .  

M, Forsyth :  .[with A. Forsyth] No. 

Ingram: That was a f e e l i n g  t h a t  you might g e t  from a d i s t a n c e ,  b u t  
t h e r e  was an  a c t i v e  s o c i a l  movement. 

M. Forsy th :  [with A. Forsy th]  Yes. 


I n  gram : And i t  a l s o  had a h i k i n g  schedule  t oo?  


M. Forsyth:  ,Yes,  a h i k i n g  and a meet ing schedule .  


A. 	 Forsy th :  It had s e v e r a l  meetings a y e a r  a t  which i n t e r e s t i n g  speakers  
appeared, and we had some pane l  deba te s ,  as I r e c a l l .  It was 
about  f o u r  meet ings  a yea r ,  I guess ,  wasn't  i t ?  

M. Forsyth:  	 Yes. 

A. 	 Forsy th :  They used t o  hold  them a t  t h e  Alpine Club and p r e t t y  much f i l l e d  
t h e  h a l l .  I r e c a l l  some meet ings t h e r e  w i th  f i v e  hundred people.  

M. Forsyth:  	 New York was such  a marvelous c ros s roads  of everything--

A. 	 Forsyth:  I might mention that a t  t h e  Alpine Club t h e  c a p a c i t y  of t h e  
number of moveable c h a i r s  they had was always over taxed;  t h e r e  
were a hundred o r  more people a t t e n d i n g  those  meet ings,  and 
everyone spoke t h e i r  p i ece ;  somebody got  up and s a i d  they 
shouldn ' t  have outboard motors on Lake So-and-so i n  t h e  
Adirondacks, and t h a t  would b e  debated f o r  a h a l f  an  hour  
wi thout  conclusion.. They were wonderful people.  

Conservat ion 	C o m m i t t e e ,  A t l a n t i c  Chapter 

Ingram: 	 Was t h e r e  an a c t i v e  conse rva t ion  committee du r ing  this time, 
which was run s o r t  of s e p a r a t e l y ?  

A. 	 Forsp th :  I can t e l l  you a l i t t l e  about  t h a t .  When I go t  a c t i v e  a f t e r  
w r i t i n g  t h a t  b r l e f ,  Stewart  Ogilvy asked me t o  t a k e  over  
t h e  conse rva t ion  committee. 

Ingram: 	 Had h e  been chairman of i t ?  



A. Forsyth;  H e  had been chairman of $t, and he turned over t o  m e  a l l  of 
W s  correspondence f i l e ,  which was very i n t e r e s t i n g .  Stew had 
been v e r y  a c t l h e .  He% a j o u r n a l i s t ;  he wrote GeautlYully, 
convincingly, and dfd a l o t  of good. But no t  knowfng what t h e  
o r g a n h a t i o n  was C1 h e w v e r y  ll'ttle about t h e  S f e r r a  CluGFs 
organizat ion] ,  1 asked Harry Neece and Stew t o  have lunch w i t h  
me, and we went over t o  t h e  Univers i ty  Club-. I r e m e d e r  t h e  
occasion very  w e l l ,  What 1 was t r y i n g  t o  f l h d  ou t  was, i f  I 
t ake  over t h i s  job a s  chairman of t h e  conservatfon committee, 
who" going t o  he lp  me? 

Ingr  am : Now t h i s  was th.e committee of t h e  group o r  of t h e  chapter? 

A. Forsyth: Of t h e  chapter .  And I t r i e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e  conservat ion 
c m i t t e e  organization was: w h a t  do w e  do, who he lps .  
According t o  the  papers  t h a t  Stew had given me ,  i t  looked 
l i k e  Stew was t h e  on ly  member; and so i t  turned out .  And 
he s a i d ,  "Well, t he  conservat ion  committee w i l l  b-e you." 
That was kind of a s t a r t l i n g  d i sc losu re .  And i t  d id  remain 
t h a t  way f o r  some t i m e .  There were a l o t  of people i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  one i s s u e  o r  another ,  who l a r g e l y  went t h e i r  own way. It 
was d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  a r e p o r t  from them, T t r i e d  t o  organize  
i t  so  t h a t  p e r i o d i c a l l y  I 'd  have a r e p o r t  from each person 
handling a c e r t a i n  i s s u e ,  o r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a c e r t a i n  i s s u e .  
I 'd  t r i e d  t o  ge t  them t o  give .me carbon copies--that was b e f o r e  
xerox--carbon copies of t h e i r  l e t t e r s .  It was very disorganized.  
How anything ever got  done, 1'11 be damned i f  1know. I can ' t  
r e c a l l  what happened. 

Ingram: Did you s e e  what you were doing a s  o rgan iza t iona l?  

A. Forsyth:  That ' s  what I thought was needed. 

Ingram : Right .  Stew would w r i t e  t h ings  about substance,  but  you were 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an organiza t ion .  

A. Forsyth: 1was t r y i n g  t o  form a committee and t o  have some committee 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  I t r i e d  t o  have committee meetings a p a r t  
from t h e  chapter  execut ive  committee meetings. It n w e r  
worked. The conservat ion  committee was p a r t  of the  r e p o r t  
of t h e  ex Com monthly. But i t  turned ou t  t o  be  a one-person 
show; and r a t h e r  f loo red  m e t  I was n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  we l l  
enough informed on conservatl'on ma t t e r s  t o  c a r r y  t 6 e  responsi- 
b i l i t y  of t h e  committee of t h e  club.  I did  t h e  Best I could 
w i t h  i t ,  but-well, Stew continued t o  w r i t e  on t h e  Appalachian 
c o a l  s t r i p p i n g .  Somebody else d id  a l o t  of t h e  contac t  work 
wi th  t h e  Adirondack Mountain Club about t h e  Adirondack s i t u a t i o n .  
Dave S i v e  was i n t o  everything,  
i t  j u s t  d idnf ' t  e x f s t .  

Storm King--Gut o rgan iza t iona l ly ,  



Ingram: Do you r e c a l l  during t h i s  time any i s s u e s  which grabbed the  
i n t e r e s t  e i t h e r  of a  number of members o r  the media, an i s s u e  
l i k e  the  Grand Canyon ml'ght have been a t  t h a t  time ~hanother 
p a r t  of the country, but  anything that was more prominent? 

A. Forsyth: Well, not  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  There was t h e  Storm King i s sue ,  of 
course,  l o c a l l y .  That was the  p r i n c i p a l  i s s u e  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  
g rea t  numbers. 

M. Forsyth: Long Is land 's  problems, s a l i n i z a t i o n  of water  i n  some a reas ,  
l i t t l e  th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  no t  na t ional .  

A. Forsyth: I don't r e c a l l  any popular i s s u e  l i k e  t h a t .  

Ingram: That 's  what I: was thinking about. These would be i s s u e s  which 
would stir up l o c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  I d o n t t  mean any b ig  na t iona l  
i s sues .  What I meant was t h e  Grand Canyon w a s  s o r t  of a 
n a t i o n a l  i ssue .  But were t h e r e  i s sues  which people were 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  served t o  s t imula te  i n t e r e s t ?  You mentioned 
t h e  Sleepy Hollow i s s u e ;  I: would th ink t h a t  would be one t h a t  
got i n t o  t h e  New York T i m e s .  

A. Forsyth: Y e s .  

Ingram: Were t h e r e  o t h e r s  a t  t h i s  time that you r e c o l l e c t ,  
of you? 

e i t h e r  one 

The Adirondack National Park Proposal 

A. Forsyth: Back about 1967 t h e  s t a t e  Cons t i tu t iona l  Convention was held 
i n  Albany, and Laurance Rockefel ler  sprung a proposal t o  
make a n a t i o n a l  park i n  t h e  Adirondacks. Now t h a t  was an  
i s s u e  t h a t  was wTth u s  f o r  a  number of years ,  and t h a t  was a 
hot  i s s u e  s ta tewide .  Dave Sive was a delegate  t o  t h a t  
convention, I: Gelieve, o r  a  counsel t o  a delegate ,  and he  was 
i n  c l o s e  contact  with i t .  

A. Forsyth: The plan f o r  t h e  na t iona l  park was a pecu l i a r  thing.  The 
proposal appeared ~ 5 t h  an  official s t a t e  s e a l  cover on it.. 
But i t  was Laurance Rockefe l ler% o m  plan,  and i t  had s t a t e  
backing a t  t h e  time, That issue occupied u s  f o r  about t h r e e  
o r  four  y e a r s  and resu l t ed  i n  t h e  governor's appointment af  a 
temporary s tudy commissfon on t h e  Adirondacks of which many 



A. Forsy th :  S i e r r a  Club members were members of a n  adv i so ry  counc t l ,  I 
happened t o  b e  one of  t h ,  bu t  t h e r e  must have been about  s i x  
o r  e i g h t  of u s  a c t i v e  i n  t h a t ,  Out of t h a t  grew t h e  Adirondack 
Park Agency, which is probably t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  state planning 
agency f o r  wi ld  country,  ?n t h e  land-use planning f i e l d ,  

Ingram: Were you j u s t  a group of f igureheads?  

A. Forsyth: Well, t h e  advisory  counc i l  must have numbered about  t h i r t y  o r  
f o r t y  people,  b u t  w e  were i n v i t e d  t o  many meetings of  t h e  
temporary s tudy  commission. We m e t  a l l  over  t h e  s t a t e ,  some 
i n  Albany, some i n  New York C i ty .  I guess I must have a t t ended  
about  s i x  o r  e i g h t  of t hose  meet ings;  Ti a t tended  a l l  t o  which 
I was i n v i t e d .  You sat and l i s t e n e d ,  bu t  every  once i n  a while 
were c a l l e d  upon t o  comment on proposa ls .  The s t u d y  commission 
wasn ' t  j u s t  a window-dressing t h i n g ,  i t  d i d  have cons ide rab le  
i npu t .  Some of t h e  Adirondack Mountain Club people w e r e  v e r y  
a c t i v e  i n  t h a t ,  Dave--there aga in  I can ' t  remember t h e  name. 
The S i e r r a  Club and ADK worked v e r y  c l o s e l y  toge the r  on th t .  

.b 

Ingram: ADK? 

A. Forsyth: The Adirondack Mountain Club, a n  o l d e r  o rgan iza t ion .  The S i e r r a  
Club, when t h e  Adirondack i s s u e s  became h o t ,  were johnny-come- 
l a t e l y s .  The Adirondack Mountain Club had been i n  t h e  
Adirondacks f o r  many, many y e a r s ;  they  were w e l l  o rganized ,  
and they thought t h a t  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e  was ind ispensable .  
Who were t h e s e  S i e r r a  Club people who came o u t  of C a l i f o r n i a  
t o  t e l l  New Yorkers  what t o  do with t h e  Adirondacks? And i t  
took a b i t  of t a c t  and c l o s e  coopera t ion  t o  overcome t h a t  a t  
t h e  beginning,  Dave S i v e  and Stew Ogilvy and I a l l  worked on 
t h a t ,  and soon had v e r y  good coope ra t ive  working with ADK. I 
would a t t e n d  t h e i r  conse rva t ion  committee meetings; they 'd 
come t o  our  execu t ive  committee meetings. It developed i n t o  
a c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  with mutual t r u s t .  

Ingram: Was ADK centered  i n  New York Ci ty?  

A, Forsy th ;  ADK was r e a l l y  centered  u p s t a t e .  Its membership was most ly 
u p s t a t e  people,  bu t  w i t h  a l a r g e  number from the New York 
City area. There w a s  ano the r  o rgan iza t ion  more a c t i v e  i n  New 
York C i ty  than  ADK, and t b t  was t h e  Appalachian Mountain Club. 
mey were always s tandof  f i s h  w l t h  t h e  S f e r r a  Club. We n w e r  
d id  a c h i w e  t h e  c l o s e  working coopera t ion  t h a t  w e  had wi th  
ADK, They were more concerned w i t h  main ta in ing  t h e i r  t r a i l  
h u t s  and t r a i l s  through t h e  New England mountains.  They never 
took  up t h e  conserva t ion  i s s u e s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  ADK d i d ,  
o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Clu6, I would s a y  t h a t  gene ra l ly ,  of tbse 



A. 	 Forsyth: three, t h e  S i e r r a  Club" i n t e r e s t  i n  genera l  conservation was 
a s t i d a n t  t o  the  o t h e r  two, and mainly t o  the  ADK. A t  t h e  
t i m e  t h e  Adirondack i s s u e  f i r s t  a rose ,  ADK was l a r g e l y  a 
chowder and marching c lub,  with very l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  ou t s ide  
t h a t .  But with t h e  Adirondack i s s u e  coming up and t h i s  fe l low 
Dave (damn, I wish I could remember h i s  name], he showed an 
i n t e r e s t  i n  na t iona l  i s s u e s  a s  we l l  and followed the  S i e r r a  
Club's lead on many of those  things.  

Ingram : 	 So t h i s  is an example of a harmonious working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between two organizat ions ;  we have enough of t h e  o the r  kind. 

A. 	 Forsyth: A t  t h e  o u t s e t  it  threatened to  be a confronta t ion,  but  with 
some very t a c t f u l  work on Dave S i v e r s  p a r t  it  turned i n t o  a 
good working re la t ionsh ip .  

Ingram: 	 Since we've got ten  i n t o  t h e  Adirondack i s s u e ,  t e l l  me a l i t t l e  
b i t  about your personal  f ee l ing .  We had a dramatic proposal,  
and I remember John Oakes t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  of how the  
Rockefel ler  b ro the rs  presented -him, a t  a s p e c i a l  meeting, 
with t h i s  p lan ,  and how i t  was supposed t o  be a 9 dea l ,  
but  obviously it d idn ' t  go anywhere a s  f a r  a s  a n a t i o n a l  park 
was concerned. But I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d ,  a s  I say,  i n  your personal  
opinion and the  opinion of the  o tke r  conservation members 
about t h e  na t iona l  park and the  proposals  which eventual ly  
resu l t ed .  

A, Forsyth: 	 J e f f ,  my f e e l i n g  was t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  park proposal was 
probably a p r e t t y  f a i r  idea. A t  t h e  time i t  was submitted, 
the  Adirondack "park" was fac ing a l l  the  e v i l s  of overuse 
and overpopulation. It was a backward a r e a  economically; 
people were poor up the re ,  they had t o  c u t  wood t o  make a 
l i v i n g .  And they resented any e f f o r t  t o  preserve t h e  n a t u r a l  
a r e a s  of i t ,  and they were suspic ious  of ou t s ide r s .  It faced 
ex t inc t ion  i f  something wasnFt done. The statement of 
Governor Rockefel ler  i n  appointing t h e  Adirondack Temporary 
Study Commission is a very adequate statement of t h e  conditfons 
a t  t h a t  time. I t  looked a s  though t h e  Adirondack "park" was 
j u s t  going to d e t e r i o r a t e  t o  the  point  of becoming another 
Coney Is land,  And Laurance Rockefeller" proposal was an 
imaginative one; t h e  only resentment of the  th ing was the  
way i t  w a s  sprung on the  c o n s t f t u t i o n a l  convention, a s  though 
it were a s l i c k  t a c t i c .  And, of course, t h e r e  was a good dea l  
of suspic ion among conse rva t ion i s t s  about t h e  whole Rockefeller 
family. They were empire bui lders ;  they had personal  axes t o  
gr ind and personal  fame t o  be  won. Governor Rockefel ler  was 
regarded a s  an  empire bui lder  and j u s t l y  so;  many of his p r o j e c t s  



A. 	 Forsyth:  were t o  be  monuments t o  Nelson Rockefel ler .  But my own 
f e e l i n g  about  t h e  p a r k  proposa l  was t h a t  it  deserved s tudy ,  
Something had t o  be done, and th is  might  be b e t t e r  than  nothfng. 
It r e a l l y  reduced t h e  a r e a  of the park. T t  would have preserved 
t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t s  of it ,  t h e  liigh-peak a r e a s ,  b u t  it  would have 
a l s o  taken  away from t h e  people of t h e  s t a t e  of New York 
management and d i r e c t i o n  of t h e i r  park  and p u t  i t  i n  t h e  hands 
of t h e  f e d e r a l  pa rk  s e r v i c e .  Th i s  w a s  viewed wi th  susp ic ion  
and d i s t r u s t .  

I remember T took  about  a n  eight-day backpack t r i p  up 
through t h e  Adirondacks e i t h e r  t h e  summer t h a t  t h a t  w a s  f i r s t  
proposed o r  t h e  fo l lowing  yea r ,  I 've  f o r g o t t e n  wfiich, And i n  
t h e  back count ry  I t a l k e d  t o  a number of t h e  conserva t ion  
commission's employees up t h e r e  t o  g e t  t h e i r  views of i t .  
They were unanimously a g a i n s t  it. The l o c a l  merchants were 
d iv ided ,  bu t  I would say  most ly a g a i n s t  t h e  proposal .  I t  
came t o  naught ,  except  that it d i d  s t i m u l a t e  the governor t o  
s a y  something had t o  be done about  i t .  He appointed t h i s  
temporary s t u d y  commission; he  d id  a sp lendid  job i n  s e l e c t i n g  
t h e  members of t h a t ,  and they  d id  a tremendous job. Harold 
Gary, who is now head of t h e  Adirondack Council ,  w a s  t h e  
execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  s t u d y  commission and a v e r y  a b l e  and 
s t i m u l a t i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  H e  d i d  a sp l end id  job on i t ,  He 
had a number of people from i n d u s t r y ,  Harold Hochschild of 
Amax, a sp l end id  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  who was a ve ry  i n f l u e n t i a l  
member of t h a t .  There were s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  and 
Time-Lif e people i n  t he re .  

Ingram: 	 Le t  me be a l i t t l e  p a r o c h i a l  and b r i n g  t h i s  back, because this 
is a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  ques t ion .  Here w a s  a n  i s s u e  which f o r  
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  of New York s t a t e  was ve ry  impor tan t ,  maybe 
consuming. Here were S i e r r a  Club members, prominent S i e r r a  
Club members, who were working on i t .  What would you say w a s  
t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Board of D i r e c t o r s ,  t h e  San 
Franc isco  o f f  i c e ?  Did you t r y  t o  g e t  h e l p  from them, d i d  you 
need he lp ,  d i d  you g e t  any reaction? 

A. 	 Forsyth:  The A t l a n t i c  Chapter s e t  up a committee t o  assess t h e  pa rk  
proposa l  and a l t e r n a t 2 v e  proposa ls .  I wish I could remember 
t h e  names of a l l  t h e  people t h a t  were on t h a t ;  t h e r e  were 
some ve ry  prominent people--a s t a t e  s e n a t o r ;  Nancy Mathews 
was ve ry  a c t i v e  i n  t h a t ;  Dave Sive,  and I ;  and I b e l i e v e  that 
t h e  U.S. At torney  a t  t h e  t ime,  I c a n s t  remember h i s  name ei ther--

Ingram: 	 W a s  it be fo re  Morgenthau? 

A. Forsy th :  	 Yes.. 



Ingram: . 	 Republican? 

A. Forsyth:  	 I b e l i e v e  so.  

Ingram: 	 Whitney ? 

A. 	 Forsyth: Yes, Whitney North Seymour. H e  w a s  on t h a t  committee, sat i n  
s e v e r a l  t imes. And we drew up a l i s t  of about  f i f t e e n  po l i cy  
recommendations t o  submit t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club Board of D i rec to r s .  
I w a s  de lega ted  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s r  meeting; i t  
was he ld  i n  no r the rn  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a t  the lodge  up there-- 

Ingram : 	 Clair Tappaan. 

A. 	 Forsyth:  Clair Tappaan Lodge. And the whole a f t e rnoon  w a s  taken up wi th  
deba te  and argument and r a t h e r  heated d i scuss ion  of the Brower 
s i t u a t i o n ,  By t h e  t i m e  t h a t  r e p o r t s  of o t h e r  ma t t e r s ,  inc luding  
t h e  Adirondack r e p o r t  t h a t  I had brought w e s t ,  were c a l l e d  upon, 
t h e  d i r e c t o r s  were a l l  mull ing around o u t  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  
benches and nobody seemed t o  be  l i s t e n i n g .  And I took t h e  
microphone and made my r e p o r t  on t h e  Adirondacks and t h e s e  
recommendations. It w a s  a t r y i n g  experience;  you were t a l k i n g  
i n t o  a microphone and t h e  whole audience w a s  mull ing around t h e  
f i e l d .  I d i d n ' t  know whether anyone w a s  l i s t e n i n g  o r  n o t .  When 
I sat down, J i m  Moorman, who w a s  t h e r e  from Washington (he w a s  
wi th  t h e  Bureau of Land Management a t  t h e  time) s a i d ,  "Gee, t h a t  
w a s  a g r e a t  p r e s e n t a t i o n ;  I wish I could t a l k  l i k e  tha t !"  And 
I thought ,  you ' r e  probably t h e  only  one who heard i t! W e l l ,  
anyway, t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s  d i d  adopt a r e s o l u t i o n  then  and 
t h e r e  approving t h e  recommendations of  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter,  
some f i f t e e n  of them, and d e l e g a t i n g  t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter t h e  
f u t u r e  po l i cy  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club on t h e  Adirondacks, w E c h  was  
a ve ry  unusual t h i n g  f o r  t h e  board t o  do. That r e s o l u t i o n ,  i f  
i t  has  n o t  been revoked--the importance of i t  came up n o t  long  ago, 
on another  Adirondack i s s u e  t h a t  a r o s e  a f t e r  I came o u t  t o  New 
Mexico--I t h i n k  w a s  used t o  t a k e  a p o s i t i o n  on an  Adirondack 
i s s u e  wi thout  going t o  t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s .  I d i d n ' t  fo l low 
t h a t ;  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  outcome of it w a s .  

Ingram: 	 I t h i n k  you're  answering my ques t ion  by saying  t h a t ,  except  f o r  
t h a t  board of d i r e c t o r s  meeting, you d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  a s k  f o r  a l o t  
of he lp  from t h e  n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e .  

A,  Forsyth:  	 No. 

Ingram : 	 Let me go back t o  t h e  subs tance  a minute, aga in  your personal  
opinion.  

A. Forsyth:  	 Mike [J. Michael] McCloskey d id  have a hand i n  t h a t .  

Ingram : 	 He d i d ?  



A. Forsyth:  Yes. Nancy Matthew--did you know Nancy? 

Ingram : Yes. 

A. Forsyth:  She had been s e c r e t a r y  t o  Mike McCloskey b e f o r e  she came back t o  
New York; s h e  w a s  a New Yorker,  And I th ink .  s h e  was i n  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  Mike on  t h e  Adirondack th ing .  I t h i n k  she g o t  a good d e a l  
of  h e l p  from him. 

Ingram: Good. A l l  r i g h t ,  back t o  t h e  subs tance  of  it. What w a s  your op in ion  
o f  what f i n a l l y  came o u t  o f  t h i s  p roces s ,  w i t h  the temporary s t u d y  
commission, and t h e  recommendations, t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ?  

A. Forsyth:  I don ' t  know whether you've ever  s een  the documents that came 
o u t  of t h a t ,  s e v e r a l  volumes on p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t s  of it.. 

Ingram: I ' v e  n o t  r ead  them. 

You were t a l k i n g  about  your f e e l i n g s  about  t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
t i e  Adirondack s tudy .  

A.  Forsyth:  It produced some ve ry  d e t a i l e d  and f i n e  s t u d i e s  of  a number 
o f  i s s u e s ,  l e g a l  and o therwise ,  and a p l an  f o r  management of 
t h e  Adirondack area, a state p lan .  There were two p l a n s ,  I don ' t  
r e c a l l  how they were desc r ibed .  But one is Tn ve ry  g r e a t  d e t a i l  
as t o  what b u i l d i n g s  can b e  e r e c t e d ,  how f a r  l a k e s i d e  r e s i d e n t s  
must b e  se t  back from t h e  l a k e ,  and a l l  s o r t s  of zoning and 
p lanning  d e t a i l s .  From t h e  beginning,  p l anne r s  r e a l i z e d  that 
t h e r e  would b e  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  o p p o s i t i o n  from t h e  n a t i v e s  of  
t h e  area. The Adirondack Pa rk  Agency w a s  set  up s o  t h a t  t h e  
n a t i v e s  had t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  p l a c e s  on t h e  board, and o u t s i d e r s  
as evenly  balanced as p o s s i b l e  b u t  i n  t h e  mino r i t y .  The p l an  
w a s  v igo rous ly  a t t a c k e d  by t h e  Adirondack people ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  who were beholden t o  l o c a l  chambers o f  commerce 
and l o c a l  merchants.  And it f loundered  a long  f o r  a couple  of 
yea r s .  

It probably would n o t  have surv ived  had i t  n o t  had such  
damn good l e a d e r s h i p ,  and a couple  of  people  on t h e r e  who were 
powerful enough t o  w i th s t and  t h i s  i n i t i a l  o p p o s i t i o n  and g i v e  t h e  
agency a chance t o  develop an  educa t iona l  program and a n  o p e r a t i n g  
s t r u c t u r e  t o  coope ra t e  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  communities. And i t 's  taken  
about  f i v e  y e a r s  now t o  come t o  t h e  p o i n t  where we're beginning 
t o  g e t  good r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  and l o c a l  communities. 
The re ' s  s t i l l  a l o t  of oppos i t i on ;  t he re ' ve  been s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  
i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  Adirondack Pa rk  Act. 



Ingram: L e t ' s  see, it w a s  
[Hugh L. ]  Carey? 

Rockefe l le r ,  then [Malcolm] Wilson, t hen  

A. Forsyth:  Y e s .  

Ingram: Did t h e  governors suppor t  i t ?  

A. Forsyth: Well, as f a r  as they could p o l i t i c a l l y  wi thout  l o s i n g  a l l  t h e  
v o t e s  of t h e  upper New York a r e a .  They've been somewhat less 
than  s t r i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  suppor t  of i t ,  but  gene ra l ly  they 've  
been sympathet ic  t o  it. It 's one of t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  a r e a  
planning agencies  i n  t h e  country.  I t ' s  r e a l l y  a zoning p lan ,  
c l a s s i f y i n g  t h e  l and  a r e a s  i n t o  about s i x  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s ,  
f i v e  o r  s i x ,  and f o r  each ca tegory ,  s e t t i n g  limits on develop- 
ment, s e t t i n g  l i m i t s  on n o i s e  and i n d u s t r i a l  use ,  and [ e s t a b l i s h i n g ]  
agencies  t o  t r y  t o  enforce  i t .  The APA, t h e  Adirondack Park Agency, 
has  been performing a permit- issuing f u n c t i o n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h i s  
development. They have granted  most a p p l i c a t i o n s ;  they 've been 
under tremendous pressure .  But wi th  each a p p l i c a t i o n  granted they 
have been gradual ly  growing i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  cond i t ions  of t he  
permi ts .  I t ' s  taken  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t a c t .  George Davis, who 
later became execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Wilaerness Socie ty ,  w a s  
one of t h e  p u b l i c  employees of t h e  Adirondack Park Agency, and h e  
d i d  a sp lendid  job the re .  H e  l a t e r  go t  o u t  of t h e  Wilderness 
Socie ty  job under circumstances I don ' t  know about .  Apparently 
he  wasn ' t  c u t  o u t  f o r  t h a t  s o r t  of work, bu t  a t  t h e  Adirondack 
Park Agency h e  w a s  sp lendid .  

Ingram : This  w a s  i n  p a r t  then  a job  of p r o s e l y t i z i n g  among people who 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Forsyth: A l o t  of t h a t ,  yes,  educat ion,  t r y i n g  t o  convince t h e  l o c a l  
people t h a t  t h e  p rese rva t ion  of t h e  n a t u r a l  beauty of t h e  
Adirondack Park w a s  a t  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d ;  no t  only  
tourism b u t  t h e  p rese rva t ion  of t h e  woodworking indus t ry  up 
t h e r e ,  t imber,  and t h e  p rese rva t ion  of c l e a n  water ,  wi ld  and 
s c e n i c  r i v e r s ,  and--

Ingram: Wi ld l i f e?  

A. Forsy t h  : Wild l i f e ,  yes .  



Ingram: 	 Then r e a l l y ,  what we're t a l k i n g  about  is n o t  so  much a p l an  
which s e t t l e d  t h ings  b u t  a p l a n  which set  up a s t r u c t u r e  which 
w i l l  keep on working. 

A.  Forsyth:  	 Qui te  r i g h t ,  yes .  

Ingram: 	 Did you f i n d ,  o r  have you found s i n c e  t h e  agency was set up and 
working, t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club as a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  got  involved,  
e i t h e r  i n  suppor t i ng  o r  opposing o r  do ing  anyth ing  w i t h  any of 
t h e  work t h a t  t h e  agency d id?  

A. 	 Forsyth:  Oh, ye s ,  yes .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s ,  b u t  we were 
i n  c o n s t a n t  touch wi th  i t .  Two o r  t h r e e  of  t h e  Adirondack Park 
Agency d i r e c t o r s  kep t  v e r y  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i th  u s ,  [ s e n t ]  c o p i e s  
of a l o t  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  s t a t emen t s ,  and i n v i t e d  [ u s ]  t o  
meet ings;  many of ou r  c l u b  members went t o  t hose  meet ings and 
were outspoken. Y e s ,  t h e  S i e r r a  Club cont inued to--

Ingram: 	 Is t h e r e ,  o r  was t h e r e  a development of a l o c a l  S i e r r a  Club 
chap te r  o r  group i n  t h a t  area, which focused on t h a t ?  

A. 	 Forsy th :  No, i t  was most ly  a t  t h e  chap te r  l e v e l .  We had a number of  u p s t a t e  
S i e r r a  Club members, members of  ou r  execu t ive  committee from t h e  
Albany a r e a ,  Hanson and two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r s ,  and they  kept  ve ry  
c l o s e  watch on it. 

A number of  p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  owners i n  t h e  Adirondacks, 
weal thy people  from, oh, New York, Ph i l ade lph ia ,  o u t l y i n g  c i t i e s ,  
were concerned about  t h e  l o c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Adirondack Park  
Agency p l an .  They r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i t  [ t h e  p l a n ]  was a necessary  
t h ing ,  and a good t h i n g ,  deserved  suppor t ,  b u t  recognized t h a t  
l o c a l  p o l i t i c s  be ing  what they  a r e ,  wi th  Chambers of Commerce 
p r e s s u r e s ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  i t  was vu lne rab l e .  And one 
gentleman from P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  a banker t h e r e ,  c a l l e d  me--he had 
my name a s  a chap te r  chairman I t h i n k  a t  t h e  time--and h e  wanted 
t o  come over  t o  New York. We m e t  i n  t h e  Rocke fe l l e r  b r o t h e r s '  
o f f i c e s ,  and o u t  of that grew what's c a l l e d  t h e  Adirondack Council .  
It s t a r t e d  o f f  a s  on ly  t h e s e  wealthy p rope r ty  owners' p r o t e c t i v e  
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  b u t  went beyond t h a t  and is now a p r e t t y  v i a b l e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  wi th  most ly  u p s t a t e  suppor t .  Harold J e r r y ,  who was 
execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  s tudy  commission, is now execu t ive  
d i r e c t o r  of t h a t .  I s t i l l  h e a r  from him o c c a s i o n a l l y  a l though 
I ' v e  t aken  no a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  i t  s i n c e  I l e f t .  

Ingram: 	 Which was about  1975? 



A, Forsyth: Yes, I l e f t  t h e r e  Ln May of "5, 

Ingram: Perhaps you o r  Mary r e c a l l  o t h e r  l o c a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  you had some 
personal  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to--that aroused i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
a r e a. 

The Upper Pecos Associat ion,  New Mexico 

M. Forsyth: By t h a t  time I w a s  ou t  i n  New Mexico most of t h e  time organiz ing  
t h e  Upper Pecos Associa t ion ,  a conservat ion  group here.  

Ingram: T e l l  me about t h a t ,  

M. Forsyth: Well, back i n  t h e  e a r l y  s w e n t i e s  we learned t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
road t o  be put  through the Sangre de Chr is to  Mountains from 
Las Vegas a c r o s s  t o  t h e  Pecos Canyon c a l l e d  t h e  Elk Nountain 
Road. There w a s  a l o t  of campaigning golng on, how many jobs 
would be provided, and s i n c e  t h i s  w a s  a so-cal led depressed 
a r e a ,  i t  was a g r e a t  concern t o  t h e  n a t i v e  people i n  Las Vegas 
and i n  t h e  town of Pecos. W e  thought t h a t  i t  was not  hones t ly  
presented and proceeded t o  try t o  g e t  some f a c t s  before  t h e  pub l i c .  

We found t h a t  the p l a n s  f o r  i t - m a k i n g  a s k i  base up on 
E lk  Mountain-were pu t  down by t h e  most eminent s k i  basen 
opera tor  up i n  Taos as t h e  second, s o r t  of a B-grade s k i  a rea ;  
i t  was no t  what New Mexico r e a l l y  needed. So t h a t  w a s  thrown out .  
The job p o s s i b i l i t i e s  turned ou t  t o  be about a t h i r d  of what 
was promised. The l o c a l  merchants i n  Pecos were t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  
would be an advantage t o  them because t h e i r  bus iness  would 
f l o u r i s h  wi th  the tourism t h a t  w a s  going t o  go on. But they 
had found ou t  t h a t  most of t h e  tourism, which w a s  through 
t r a i l e r s  and t h a t  kind of v e h i c l e ,  involved p icking  up a six-pack 
of  beer  and noth ing  e l s e .  So they  were d i s i l l u s i o n e d .  

W e  decided t h a t  t h e  town needed a body t o  put  t h e  f a c t s  
be fo re  t h e  membership here ,  t h e  summer r e s i d e n t s  who came i n  from 
Texas and o u t l y i n g  s t a t e s ,  t o  le t  them know t h a t  they  were being 
threa tened,  a c t u a l l y ,  And the  membership w a s  about  evenly divided 
between n a t i v e s  and summer v i s i t o r s ,  Anglo people who had p laces  
up and down t h e  r t v e r ,  This  w a s  t he  gateway t o  t h e  Pecos Wilder- 
ness ,  It w a s  c r i t i c a l  t o  keep i t  as wTld and as l u v e l y  as i t  
should be,  and putt2ng a road w i t h  gas s t a t i o n s  and o t h e r  conces-
s i o n s  w a s  n o t  t h e  way t o  do i t .  The c a s e  aga ins t  t h e  road was 
brought by the l i t t l e  Upper Pecos Associat ion,  and a ve ry  a b l e  
lawyer from Santa Fe. 



A. Forsyth :  

M. Forsyth:  

Ingram: 
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Ingram: 
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A. Forsyth:  

The Assoc ia t ion  which Mary founded, 

Well, i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  

Don't b e  modest, b u t  g ive  m e  some names, i f  you can,  the 
lawyer f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  from Santa Fe. 

The lawyer w a s  James B. Al ley ,  J r , ,  who is an  envi ronmenta l i s t , '  
too.  

I thought  h e  w a s  from New York. 

Y e s ,  h i s  f a t h e r  shared an  o f f i c e  s u i t e  w i t h  me i n  New York. 

H e  d i d  a ve ry  good job.  The c a s e  went through t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t ,  t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  and w a s  on t h e  s t e p s  of t h e  Supreme 
Court when Governor [ J e r r y ]  Apodaca came into--

W e l l ,  now, how d i d  i t  g e t  t o  be a c o u r t  ca se?  I ga ther  t h i s  
was a proposal--the Highway Commission o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

This  w a s  a proposa l ,  It came through t h e  North Cen t r a l  New 
Mexico Development Corporat ion which had g o t t e n  funds from t h e  
EDA [Economic Development Adminis t ra t ion] .  The p o i n t  of t h e  
ca se  p ivoted  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been no environmental 
impact s ta tement .  

It w a s  a NEPA case.  

Yes. They, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  d id  ge t  one [an environmental impact 
s ta tement ]  o u t ,  s o r t  of halfway through t h e  t h i n g ,  bu t  n o t  i n  
t i m e .  

It w a s  i n  t i m e  enough for--I t h i n k  t h e  Supreme Court d id  d e c l a r e  
t h e  c a s e  moot. 

It d id  d e c l a r e  i t  moot a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  yes .  

Because t h e  environmental s ta tement  hadn ' t  been prepared,  and 
[ t h e  Supreme Court] s e n t  i t  back t o  t h e  Tenth C i r c u i t  Court 

where I b e l i e v e  it was dismissed.  J i m  Al ley  d id  a h e l l  of a job 
on t h a t ;  h e  worked hard on i t  and wrote  some b e a u t i f u l  b r i e f s .  
W e  l o s t  every s t e p  of the way i n  c o u r t ,  and then  f i n a l l y  
Governor Apodaca s a i d  t h i s  w a s  an  open-ended Bingo, t o  u se  h i s  
words, and k i l l e d  t h e  whole p lan .  It could be rev ived  under 
another  governor,  y e s .  



Ingram: But,  let 's go back  a l r t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  Upper Pecos Assoc ia t ion .  
How d i d  i t  come about?  Was i t  a matter of a p e t i t i o n  d r i v e  o r  
what s o r t  of t h i n g s  l e d  t o  i'ts ex t s t ence?  

M. Forsyth: It s t a r t e d  i n  a d e l i g h t f u l  rendezvous b e s i d e  t h e  Pecos River  
w i th  two o r  t h r e e  p rope r ty  owners. The owner of  a c a f s  i n  
Pecos V i l l a g e ,  RoEiert RoyBal, who is a d e l i g h t f u l  Spanish 
gentleman, was v e r y  concerned. There were about f i v e  of u s ,  
I guess ,  and we a l l  of a sudden decided t h a t  t h e r e  was no v o i c e  
f o r  t h i s  a r e a ;  every th ing  t h a t  would be  done would be  coming i n  
from t h e  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l l y  o r  something. 

A. Forsy th :  I had nothing t o  do with tws; I was 
d id  a l l  t h r s ,  

back 2n New York when Mary 

M. Forsyth:  So we j u s t  shook hands w e r  t t ,  and everyone went o u t  and sp read  
t h e  word, and t h e  m d e r s h 2 p  came i n ,  and i t  was r e a l l y  q u i t e  
e x c i t i n g .  

Ingram: Was t h e r e  a counter  organ2za t ion  s t a r t e d  i g  t h e  a r ea?  

M. Forsy th :  No. 

Ingram : I n  o t h e r  words, i t  r e a l l y  s o r t  of he ld  t h e  sway of op lh ion ,  

M. Forsyth:  The on ly  counter  o rgan iza t ron ,  f f  you can c a l l  it t h a t ,  was t h e  
a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  North C e n t r a l  New Mexfco Development Corpora- 
t i o n .  And I don't t h i n k  they  Gelieved T t .  We heard grumblings 
and mut t e r ings ,  and I don't t h i n k  they  thought  t h e r e  was 
anything going t o  be t r u l y  a t h r e a t  t o  them. 

Ingra m: So t h i s  w a s  r e a l l y  a genuine-

M. Forsyth:  It was a g r a s s  r o o t s  t h ing ,  yes ,  And we were v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  
t o  f i n d  some of t h e  l o c a l  people,  wlio by t r a d i t i o n  have no t  
been a b l e  t o  have v e r y  much t o  say--these mountains s r e  f i l l e d  
wi th  t h e  e a r l y ,  e a r l y  Spanish s e t t l e r s ,  and they  j u s t  l i v e  
q u i e t l y  and t a k e  what comes. And some of t h e  younger ones who 
were in t h e  Vietnamese war o r  who had had c o l l e g e  educa t ions  
were w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  l o c a l  newspapers s ay ing  w h a t  w a s  
happening i n  t h i s  a r e a .  And they  became members and, i n  t u r n ,  
went o u t  and g o t  t h e i r  neighbors  and o t h e r  Spanish people.  

Ing r  am : So t h i s  was i n  no s e n s e  j u s t  an  Anglo o rgan iza t ion?  

M. Forsy th :  No, i t  wasn't ,  It [ t h e  road proposa l ]  was picked up i n  Las Vegas 
because Las Vegas was r e a l l y  t h e  most e n t h u s i a s t i c  s e c t o r  t h a t  
could push-- 
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They had t h e  most d o l l a r s  coming . t o  them from t h i s  pro j ect . 
There were open meetings, pub l i c  meetings, he ld  on t h i s ,  and 
people we met i n  Las Vegas were mostly people who had gas 
s t a t i o n s  who stood t o  ga in  a g r e a t  d e a l  by a road going over 
t h i s  mountain. And w e  were chal lenged By a few of t h e  Spanish- 
speaking s tuden t s  a t  Highland Univers i ty  saying "Is t h i s  going 
t o  be  a n  Anglo th ing;  i t  is only t o  p r o t e c t  your property?" 
And we were a b l e  t o  convrnce them t h a t  it  was n o t ,  t h a t  it was 
a genuine co l l abora t ion  of l o c a l s  and o u t s i d e r s  who wanted t o  
p r o t e c t  t h i s  a r e a  p r i n c i p a l l y  because it is t h e  e n t r y  t o  a 
wi lderness ,  and, i f  it goes--

Did you, on t h a t  b a s i s ,  g e t  suppor t  and he lp  from t h e  S i e r r a  
Club and o u t s i d e  organiza t ions?  

I don ' t  mean t o  c a l l  them ou t s ide ,  


Not t h e  S i e r r a  Club, no, t h i s  was e n t i r e l y  l o c a l .  


J i m  was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 


Yes, he was. 


I t  wasn't something which.was taken up by t h e  chapter?  


Yes, Brant Calkin was very  h e l p f u l ,  and our funding had t o  go 

through a channel t h a t  would g ive  it a non-profi t  b a s i s .  


Tax d e d u c t i b i l i t y .  


Yes. So t h e  Frontera d e l  Norte Fund was t o  be  deposi ted t o  

that--


You r a i s e d  money l o c a l l y ?  


Yes. 


And t h i s ,  I suppose, was l a r g e l y  f o r  c o u r t  c o s t s ?  


Yes. And I must say  t h a t  Jim Alley was a p r ince ,  because he 

d i d  it f o r  very  l i t t l e ;  t h e r e  i s n ' t  very much money i n  Pecos. 


Was t h e  organiza t ion  continued; is i t  a l l h e  one? 


Yes, i t ' s  continued r guess a s  we l l  a s  any o rgan iza t ion  can 

t h a t  was developed f o r  this purpose, to  be  watchdogs and 
v i g i l a n t e s  on what was fiappening i n  the  canyon. We haven ' t  had 



M. 	 Forsyth: a s  b ig  an i s sue  to  get  together on, so  we've had s o r t  of soc i a l  
gatherings,  and we show conservation movies and tha t  kind of 
thing. Al is now the president.  

A. 	 Forsyth: We had a meeting night  before l a s t  here  i n  Pecos on four issues:  
RARE 11, the campgrounds of t he  S t a t e  Game and Fish Commission 
up the canyon, the  Forest  Service planning function, and one 
other  i s sue ,  mining i n  t he  Pecos area.  The meeting was poorly 
attended; I don't think there  were more than about s ix teen  o r  
seventeen people there.  But i t  was a very ac t i ve  evening, with 
repor ts  from Conoco 's representative-

Ingram: 	 What were they looking f o r ?  

A. 	 Forsyth: They're looking fo r  scarce  minerals, lead,  zinc,  copper, gold, 
s i l v e r ,  and they found some very r i ch  s u l f i d e  deposits  up 
there  near the  old Herrero mine, across the  canyon from i t .  
And i t  looks l i k e  an 80 percent chance of a mine being opened 
up there.  But they're doing a p r e t t y  good job, under very 
ca re fu l  sc ru t iny  by the Forest  Service, the  people here. It 's 
being handled p r e t t y  wel l  so f a r .  We're t ry ing to  keep an eye 
on it  and it  doesn't look too bad a t  the  moment. There i s  
another uranium mine up the  canyon. It was an old mica mine, 
the  tunnel and sha f t  of t he  mine. And they've opened t ha t  up 
with a bulldozer a t  the  bottom of the  sha f t  looking f o r  uranium 
o r  thorium. The l a t e s t  word we have is  t ha t  the  geologis ts  
think there ' s  nothing there ,  and I don't think t ha t  much is 
going t o  come of i t ,  but it's possible.  

M. 	 Forsyth: The Forest Service has been very d i l i gen t  i n  keeping i n  touch 
with the  Upper Pecos Association. Anything t h a t ' s  happening, 
we get  not ices .  

A. 	 Forsyth: Unt i l  you get  an i s sue  that stirs loca l  people, t h e i r  emotions, 
you don' t  ge t  very much membership o r  support. 

M. 	 Forsyth: We had a l i t t l e  thing happen a couple of years ago when Trout 
Unlimited became concerned with the  r iver ' s  condit ion up the  
canyon. We joined fo rces  and asked the  Game and Fish Department 
i f  they would designate one sec t ion  of the  r i v e r  a f ly-fishing-
only area.  They did ,  a mile, because f l y  fishermen don't leave 
a s  many beer cans. 

A. 	 Forsyth: The S ie r ra  Club was a c t i v e  i n  t ha t  too-Phil Nelson, It was 
proposed by three  organizations,  Trout Unlimited, UPA [Upper 
Pecos Association] a s  the  leader ,  and the  S i e r r a  Club. 

Ingram: 	 Do you have a rough idea how many people were involved ac t ive ly  
i n  the  organization wfi.en the  i s sue  was most-- 



M. Forsyth:  	 Over a hundred, wfilch is p r e t t y  good f o r  a s m a l l  a r e a ,  

Ingram : 	 When Governor Apodaca p u t  a s t o p  t o  i t ,  had i t  become a campaign 
i s s u e ,  was it a n  i s s u e  i n  the campaign? 

M. 	 Forsyth:  I don ' t  r e c a l l  h i m  a c t u a l l y  s ay ing  ve ry  much about  it .  There 
was a l o t  of paper work, newspaper p u b l i c i t y  [ a g a i n s t  t h e  road 
p roposa l ] ,  mos t ly  t h o u g h  the ski people  up i n  Taos i n t e r e s t i n g -  
l y  enough. Also,  [ t h e r e  was o p p o s i t i o n  because o f ]  the f a c t  
t h a t  t h a t  road would go w i t h i n  seven-tenths  of  a m i l e  of t h e  
w i lde rnes s ,  which was deemed much too  close-- 

A.  Forsyth:  	 --down-hill drainage--

M. 	 Forsy th :  ORVs could r u s h  i n  and r u s h  o u t  and nobody would ever  know t i l l  
t o o  late. So a l l  of the wi lde rnes s  people ,  S i e r r a  Club, and 
outdoor  groups l i k e  the ski people ,  were ve ry  concerned. 

The S i e r r a  Club New York  Off ice and Pub l i ca t i ons  Program 

Ingram: 	 I want t o  go back t o  New York aga in .  I guess you'd s ay  the 
reason ,  t h a t . D a v e  Brower came t o  New York was the p u b l i c a t i o n  
program, and the books t h a t  were p r l n t e d  t h e r e .  

A. Forsy th :  	 Y e s .  

Ingram: 	 Did e i t h e r  of you have any connection w i t h  t h a t  end of t h e  
S i e r r a  Club a c t f v i t i e s ?  Know any people  t h a t  were involved? 

A. Forsy th :  	 I n  founding t h e  New York o f f i c e ?  

Ingram : 	 Well, t h a t ' s  a good p o i n t ,  we should a s k  about  t h a t  t oo ,  bu t  I 
was t h ink ing  j u s t  about t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  books. 

A. Forsy th :  	 No. 

Ingram : 	 What about  t h e  founding of t h e  New York o f f i c e ?  I was going t o  
a s k  about  t h i s ,  Mary, d e n  you were t a l k i n g  about being head 
of t h e  group. Where d i d  t h e  New York o f f i c e  come from, and 
what s o r t  of an  o p e r a t i o n  was i t ?  

M. Forsy th :  	 That  was b e f o r e  my t h e ,  

A .  Forsy th :  	 It was mostly Dave B r o w e r " ~  i d e a ,  wasn't  i t ?  

M. 	 Forsyth:  Yes i t  was, yes i t  was .  But i t  was o p e r a t i n g  b e f o r e  I came i n ;  
i t  was o p e r a t i n g  du r ing  Dave S i v e P s  t enu re ,  



Ingram: I see.  

A. Forsyth: My f i r s t  meeting wi th  Dave Brower was when he came t o  open t h e  
o f f i c e ,  a l i t t l e  dedicat ion ceremony there ,  t e a  o r  something. 

Ingram: Where was it? 

A. Forsyth: It [ t h e  o f f i c e ]  was i n  t h e  Biltmore Hotel; [ the  club] had a room 
o r  two rented  the re ,  s tayed f o r  about th ree  o r  four  years ,  before 
i t  moved ou t  of the re  t o  l a r g e r  quar te r s .  

Ingram: Was it of any use, any help,  t o  t h e  chapter  i n  New York? 

A. Forsyth: Yes, w e  o f t e n  held our executive c o m i t t e e  meetings there.  It 
was very small quar te r s ,  i t  wasn't very accommodating t o  group 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  but we d i d  hold our meetings the re  f o r  some time. 
Executive committee meetings a t  t h a t  time were always preceded 
by dinner a t  S c h r a f f t F s  f o r  a number of years ,  and then when 
we moved the  o f f i c e  uptown, we held it a t  a l i t t l e  I r i s h  
res tauran t  on 55th S t r e e t ,  53rd o r  55th, I % e  forgot ten .  And 
t h a t  custom continued u n t i l  one evening--well, everyone was 
supposed t o  put  on t h e  t a b l e  t h e i r  t h r e e  d o l l a r s  o r  whatever 
t h e  meal c o s t ,  and the  wa i te r  would c o l l e c t  it and then we'd 
a l l  march out  and hold our meetings a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club o f f i c e .  
There was one night  when about two-thirds of the  dinner 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  forgot  t o  put  down t h e i r  money, and W i l l  Squire 
and I had t o  p ick  up t h e  balance. And I th ink it c o s t  m e  
something l i k e  t h i r t y - s i x  d o l l a r s .  W i l l  Squire couldn' t  a f ford  
i t  e i t h e r ;  it c o s t  him a l o t .  So we decided t h a t  henceforth 
our meetings were going t o  be business meetings. 

Ingram: What o the r  funct ions  d id  the  New York o f f i c e  serve?  
t o  a t t r a c t  membership? 

Was it a b l e  

A. Forsyth: Yes, but  I don' t  know t h a t  it  -did  very much. A l o t  of t h e  
membership i n  t h e  New York a r e a  came r i g h t  out  of those Exhibit  
Format books, people who w e r e  impressed by the c l a s s  of t h e  
e f f o r t  they [would] f i n d ,  people who w e r e  wr i t ing  i n  wtth 
p ic tu res  and i s sues .  It was t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of Dave Brower, i n  
my mind. A s  Mary pointed out  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  membership of t h e  
New York group jumped about a thousand a t  t h e  time of the  Brower- 
S i e r r a  Club confronta t ion,  Our sympathies the re  were wholly 
Brower . 

Ingram: Since i t ' s  come up two o r  t h r e e  times, I th ink w e  ought t o  t a l k  
about it. I must admit, a s  I reviewed t h i s ,  dr iv ing over here ,  
a s  always I end up w i t h  mixed f e e l i n g s  one way or  the  o the r ,  
which is no t  here  nor the re ,  because t h i s  is your d iscuss ion 
and not mine, but  we a r e  t a lk ing  about something which predated 



Ingram: 	 a l l  of u s .  It went back t o  t h e  t ime, I th ink ,  probably [when] 
Dave was f i r s t  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r ,  C e r t a i n l y  when I s t a r t e d  
t o  work f o r  t h e  c lub  i n  1966 t h e r e  were probably t h i n g s  hanging 
over  from t h e  p a s t ,  and I know t h a t  i n  t f ia t  yea r  t h i n g s  s t a r t e d  
--which cont inued ,  the Diablo Canyon c a s e  as w e l l  as t h e  f inan-  
c i a l  ques t ions  that were r a i s e d ,  It cont inued up u n t i l  t h e  
t ime I l e f t ,  which was '69. 

So w e t r e  t a l k i n g  about  a f a i r l y  long  pe r iod  of t i m e ,  and 
I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  how t o  o rgan ize  i t .  I t h i n k  maybe i f  you 
would j u s t  s o r t  of s tar t  o u t  w i t h  some gene ra l  impressions about 
how you, as non-Californians,  s a w  a f i g h t  which w a s  b i t t e r l y  
con te s t ed  by people p r imar i ly  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  how you saw it 
and t h e  e f f e c t  on you, your impressions.  

The S i e r r a  Club: C a l i f o r n i a  o r  N a t i o n a l / I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Ornanizat  ion?  

A. 	 Forsyth:  I wish my memory were c l e a r e r  on t h i s ,  b u t  t he re ' s  been a 
f e e l i n g ,  no t  o f t e n  expressed ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  i t  w a s  t h e r e  a t  
t h e  t ime,  t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  f e l t  t h a t  they  owned t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 
We f e l t  t h a t  we were a l e g i t i m a t e  p a r t  of a n a t i o n a l  organiza-  
t i o n ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of n a t u r a l  beauty 
and harmony a l l  over  t h e  count ry  i f  no t  t h e  world, t h a t  t h i s  
was n o t  simply a C a l i f o r n i a  i s s u e .  

I ' m  n o t  imagining t h e  j ea lousy  between C a l i f o r n i a n s  and 
New Yorkers i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. About 1970 o r  t71,  I ' v e  for -
g o t t e n  t h e  d a t e ,  I w a s  e l e c t e d  as f i f t h  member of t h e  S i e r r a  
Club Council .  There was another  man from Wisconsin, I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name a t  t h e  moment, who w a s  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  same 
time. The two of u s  r ep re sen ted  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  anyone 
from o u t s i d e  C a l i f o r n i a  was ever  a member of t h e  o f f i c i a l s  of 
t h e  counci l .  And t h e  fo l lowing  y e a r ,  when new e l e c t i o n s  were 
t o  t a k e  p l ace ,  t h e  evening b e f o r e  i t ,  t h e r e  was a meeting 
i n  t h e  h o t e l  i n  San Franc isco  and a very  grac ious  e l d e r l y  gray- 
h a i r e d  l ady  got  up and made a n i c e  l i t t l e  speech about t h e  
counc i l  and concluded by say ing ,  "I hope t h a t  as long a s  I 
l i v e  t h e r e  w i l l  never  aga in  be a c o u n c i l  o f f i c e r  from o u t s i d e  
t h e  s t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn i a . "  

This happened, and s h e  w a s  looking r i g h t  a t  me, b u t  I 
cou ldn ' t  t a k e  except ion  t o  t h a t .  The S i e r r a  Club was a 
C a l i f o r n i a  o rgan iza t ion ;  it w a s  born and r a i s e d  the re ;  and i t  
w a s  formulated t h e r e .  W e  wouldn't have a S i e r r a  Club i f  i t  
h a d n t t  been f o r  t h e  Ca l i fo rn i ans .  And I ' v e  always f e l t  t h a t  
they  do have t h e  r i g h t  t o  dominate po l i cy  of t h e  c lub .  
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But a t  the same t i m e ,  i n  New York, there was the d e s i r e  t o  form 
a n  a c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  an  e f f e c t i v e  conserva t ion  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  and our  sympathies were wi th  t h e  agg res s iveness  
of t h e  S i e r r a  Club. We were n o t  concerned wi th  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
of the Colby Library .  Very few people  had eve r  s een  i t  o r  had 
any use  of it. And t o  p u t  money i n t o  t h a t  when w e  were c ry ing  
f o r  money f o r  t h e  Grand Canyon o r  f o r  some Alaskan i s s u e  o r  
something--we f e l t  t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  w a s  ho ld ing  us back. I 
t h i n k  t h i s  f e e l i n g  w a s  shared  by most of our  a c t i v e  members 
t h e r e ,  and w e  worked t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  a c t i v e  and e f f e c t i v e  
S i e r r a  Club o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  New York. 

One t h a t  would be  p a r t  of a n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ion .  

Yes. W e  s a w  t h e  S i e r r a  Club as a n a t i o n a l  asset r a t h e r  than  
a C a l i f o r n i a  group. And many of t h e  l o c a l  C a l i f o r n i a  i s s u e s  
t h a t  go t  funding--we f e l t ,  "Why c a n ' t  we have some of  t h a t  he lp?"  
Dave Brower and Mike McCloskey were p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  i n  
f o s t e r i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  New York. I t h i n k  Dave, p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  
f e l t  t h a t  New.York is t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  pub l i sh ing  bus iness  i n  
t h i s  count ry ,  t h a t  New York w a s  a n  impor tan t  p a r t  of t h e  S i e r r a  
Club work. 

H e  c e r t a i n l y  w a s  t h e  primary spokesman (of course ,  because of 
h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  because of h i s  conv ic t ions )  f o r  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club as a n a t i o n a l  group. 

Dave Brower had a ve ry  s t r o n g  appea l  t o  young people.  I guess 
h e  s t i l l  does.  Many of our  members then ,  t h e  a c t i v e  ones,  were 
mostly young people.  When I f i r s t  came i n t o  i t ,  as I s a i d ,  i t  
w a s  l a r g e l y  a s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  devoted t o  h i k i n g  and exp lo r ing  
and so  f o r t h .  But n o t  l o n g  a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  conserva t ion  i s s u e s  
became more a t t r a c t i v e  and consuming and a t t r a c t e d  more of t h e  
younger people.  Nancy Matthews p a r t i c u l a r l y  was h e l p f u l  i n  
s t i m u l a t i n g  t h a t  among h e r  younger f r i e n d s .  I r e c a l l  that Bob 
Waldrop w a s  one of the v i s i t o r s  t h a t  had a l o t  t o  do wi th  
l o c a l  t h i n g s  f o r  a y e a r  o r  two the re .  

He worked i n  t h e  Washington o f f i c e .  

Yes. H e ' s  i n  Alaska now, I understand.  

So I understand,  yes.. 

He w a s  h e r e  once i n  a while.  But t o  t h e s e  younger people,  Brower 
w a s  an  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  l e a d e r .  He was campaigning f o r  S i e r r a  
Club money t o  p u t  i n t o  New York Times ads ,  even i f  they k i l l e d  
our  t a x  b e n e f i t s .  He was r i g h t ,  h e  w a s  t o  be supported.  



The Brower Controversy 

A .  	 Forsyth: I do r e c a l l  t h a t  at  the t i m e  t h e  Brower controversy a rose  back 
t h e r e  and was g e t t i n g  h o t ,  j u s t  before  t h e  meeting a t  which he 
resigned a s  execut ive  d i r e c t o r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two o r  t h r e e  o lder  
S i e r r a  Club people t h a t  I had t o  contac t  t o  see how they stood,  
and I found them j u s t  a s  voci ferous  a g a i n s t  Brower a s  t h e  
younger people w e r e  voci ferous  i n  h i s  favor .  I can ' t  remember 
t h e  n a m e  of t h e  man t h a t  I spoke t o  on t h e  phone, but  he  gave 
m e  a chewing out  t h a t  I ' l l  never f o r g e t ,  t h a t  he re  was a man, 
Brower, who was going t o  wreck t h e  S i e r r a  Club with h i s  
r e c k l e s s  f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s  and s o  f o r t h .  

That d idn ' t  impress us very much i n  New York. W e  f e l t  
t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was a job t o  be done, i t  had t o  be  done wheth.er 
i t  c o s t  more than we could a f fo rd  o r  not .  I f  w e  d id  t h e  job,  
we'd g e t  t h e  support ;  t h i s  was t h e  general  a t t i t u d e  of our 
people, no t  t h a t  w e  espoused f i s c a l  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a s  the  
o lde r  anti-Brower group kept harping,  but  t h a t  t h e  i s sues  t h a t  
Brower was espousing and l ead ing  t h e  f i g h t  on w e r e  important 
th ings .  They w e r e  more important than d o l l a r s .  We d i d n ' t  
th ink  of it ,  r e a l l y ,  a s  wrecking t h e  S i e r r a  Club, W e  thought 
of i t  a s  founding an expansion of t h e  S i e r r a  Club. And every 
t i m e  Brower sounded o f f  pub l i c ly  a t  our membership r o l e ,  
people w e r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h i s  kind of aggress ive  leather-lunged 
ho l l e r ing .  

Ingram: 	 What about your personal  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Dave; t h a t  is,  i n  t h e  
sense  of watching him a t  work, t h e  way he  would d e a l  with you 
a s  a person, o r  people you knew? What s o r t  of a person do you 
view him a s ?  

Forsyth: I simply admired him. I t h i n k  he ' s  a sp lendid  person. When he  
s p l i t  of f  from t h e  S i e r r a  Club, he founded Friends of t h e  Ear th  
[FOE], and I was one of t h e  f i r s t  members of the  board t h e r e  a t  
Dave's s i d e  when they incorporated.  I was working very c l o s e l y  
wi th  Dave a t  t h e  t i m e .  I became t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  organiza t ion  
a t  i t s  f i r s t  meeting, and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  memberships began 
coming i n ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  coming i n  t h r e e  and four  hundred 
checks a day, and I d idn ' t  have any t i m e  i n  my law o f f i c e  t o  
keep t r a c k  of t h e  depos i t s .  I had t o  g e t  my s e c r e t a r y  t o  l i s t  
t h e  checks and write down t h e  names [chuckles] ,  and t h a t  was the 
f i r s t  membership l i s t .  It soon became too much, and I traded 
jobs with another  fe l low,  and be became t r e a s u r e r ,  and I became 
s e c r e t a r y  of FOE. 

But w e  worked monthly meetings with ~ave--herd  come e a s t  
f o r  those--and I got t o  know h i m  q u i t e  wel l  through t h a t ,  A 
number of our board of d i r e c t o r s  of FOE w e r e  f i s c a l l y  responsib le  



A. Forsyth: c i t i z e n s  who opposed Dave and t r i e d  t o  con t ro l  him and t r i e d  
t o  i n s t i t u t e  r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  so many s igna tu res  had t o  be on 
a check, o r  a committee had t o  approve t h e  expenditures of the  
funds. I took the  o the r  pos i t ion ,  t h a t  Dave had founded t h i s  
organizat ion,  i t  was h i s  baby, and i f  he wanted i t  t o  go 
bankrupt i t  was h i s  business not  mine. And I never f e l t  t h a t  
spending money on th ings  t h a t  Dave was concerned about was an 
unwise expenditure. 

We did run,  oh, $400,000 i n  the  red .  We had c r e d i t o r s  who 
could have turned us i n t o  bankruptcy a t  any moment, but  they 
d idn ' t ;  they had f a i t h  i n  Dave Brower. And even i n  the  shocking 
f i n a n c i a l  condit ion,  h e  was a b l e  t o  nego t ia te  bank loans a t  
favorable r a t e s  of i n t e r e s t  o r  no i n t e r e s t  a t  a l l .  He was a 
man wi th  an idea  and a s p i r i t  t h a t  c a r r i e d  o the r  people along 
with him. He c e r t a i n l y  d id  me. 

M. Forsyth: He was a r e a l  v is ionary  and people appreciated t h a t ,  and a t  
the  same time [he] was modest, was a man you could t a l k  t o  very 
e a s i l y ,  and was very genuine. He j u s t  drew people. 

Ingram: You've maintained, obviously, not  j u s t  membership but  a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  both organizat ions ,  both the  S i e r r a  Club and 
the  Friends of t h e  Earth. 

A.. Forsyth: I d id  u n t i l  I r e t i r e d  here. I r e t i r e d  from the  board when I 
l e f t  New York. I ' m  now j u s t  a  member of t h a t  amorphous group 
c a l l e d  an advisory committee o r  council .  

Ingram: Do a l i t t l e  evaluat ion,  i f  you w i l l ,  a s  t o  the  e f f e c t s  of the  
Brower res igna t ion  from t h e  S i e r r a  Club and h i s  founding of 
another organizat ion,  a s  good, bad--what happened? How do you 
f e e l  about i t ?  

A .  Forsyth: Well, I think,  on balance, i t ,.s been very good. Cer ta in ly ,  FOE 
has been a s t imula t ing inf luence  i n  the  environmental p i c t u r e  
t h a t  wouldnl.t have been t h e r e  i f  i t  hadn't been f o r  t h a t  bust- 
up. The S i e r r a  Club has  changed mighti ly s i n c e  Brower l e f t .  

Environmental Hazards of Nuclear Generation 

A. Forsyth: One of the  e a r l y  i s sues  that I t r i e d  to  get  before  the  S i e r r a  
Club board was the  environmental hazards of the  nuclear  age, 
t h e  nuclear  generat ion of e l e c t r i c i t y .  One of our leading 
lawyers back i n  New York had to challenge the  bui ld ing of a  
nuclear  power p lan t  a t  Shoreham, Long Is land.  What was h i s  name? 
[pauses to  think] 1 wish I could remember names. 



Ingram: 	 That's t h e  one t h a t  t h e  Environmental Defense Fund d id  l e g a l  
work on? 

A. 	 Forsyth: They did l a t e r .  But a t  t h e  beginning i t  was a lady and he r  
husband who devoted most of their l ive l ihood  t o  f i g h t i n g  t h i s  
Shoreham p lan t .  Again, I can ' t  remember a name, me lawyer 
devoted f u l l  time t o  i t  f o r  over a year a t  t h e  c o s t  of h i s  own 
p r a c t i c e .  H e  prepared a volume of r eques t s  f o r  f indings  of 
f a c t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  AEC committee hearing,  and h e  wanted t o  
r a i s e  a l i t t l e  money through t h e  S i e r r a  Club f o r  pub l i ca t ion  
of a number of copies  of t h i s  r eques t s  f o r  f indings  of f a c t .  
It came ou t  i n  an o f f s e t  p r i n t i n g  volume about the  s i z e  of t h e  
New York telephone d i r e c t o r y ,  of some 400 pages of these  
th ings ,  and i t  was an eye-opener on the  s a f e t y  i s sues  of 
nuclear  energy. Up to  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e  AEC had been keeping a l l  
t h e  unfavorable ma te r i a l  i n  t i g h t  f i l e s .  He opened up a l o t  of 
t h a t  and displayed information t h a t  t h e  publ ic  needed. 

A s  chapter  chairman, I undertook t o  devote $450 of our 
money. W e  had i t  i n  t h e  bank, but I d i d n ' t  ask  our executive 
committee f o r  approval of i t .  I simply s a i d ,  "Go ahea%. I'll 
see  t h a t  you get  paid f o r  it, ' '  and we  d id .  The ex com, when 
they saw t h e  volume and a couple of them began reading i t ,  
became e n t h u s i a s t i c  t h a t  we should c e r t a i n l y  j o i n  t h i s  f i g h t .  

I got copies of t h a t  f o r  t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s  meeting 
t h a t  was held  i n  Washington, D.C. ,  around 1973, I guess--'72 o r  
'73. I put  one volume on each d i r e c t o r ' s  desk. Over a year 
l a t e r ,  i n  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  somebody mentioned t h i s  t o  me, t h a t  h e  
had j u s t  read i t  over a year  l a t e r ,  and t h a t  t h i s  was a l l  news 
t o  him. He d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  were these  s a f e t y  quest ions 
o r  t h e s e  hazards t o  t h e  environment. Dick [Richard M . ]  Leonard 
was one who s a i d  he was might i ly  impressed with t h i s  th ing .  

Up t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  S i e r r a  
Club had t r e a t e d  nuclear  a s  something e n t i r e l y  fo re ign  t o  t h e  
environmental i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  club;  i t  had nothing t o  do with 
green t r e e s  o r  b e a u t i f u l  waters  o r  anything. And they had one 
o r  two d i r e c t o r s  t h e r e  who had an ou t s ide  p ro fess iona l  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  nuclear  age. Dick Leonard was one. I can ' t  t h ink  of 
t h e  o t h e r s .  

But,  I th ink,  p a r t l y  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h a t ,  t h e r e  was a change 
i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  board, and i t v snow q u i t e  concerned 
about nuclear  power and has a nuclear  subcommittee of t h e  
energy committee, under Marvin Resnikov i n  Buffalo, r e a l l y  
throwing its weight around. Brower was s i m i l a r l y  impressed. 
He had a copy of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  I th ink t h a t  must have had some 



A. 	 Forsyth: e f f e c t ;  I don't  know how much. But anybody who read t h a t  would 
havef'been shocked. I know I w a s .  m e n  I saw it, I s a i d ,  "I'll 
put  my own $450 up f o r  t h i s  i f  necessary,"  And t h a t ,  I think,  
was p a r t l y  a turning po in t  i n  the  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  club toward 
nuclear  energy. A l l  I d i d  was t o  send i t  along t o  o the r  people. 

Ingram: 	 Yes. That 's  o f t e n  a key thing,  j u s t  t o  a l e r t  somebody t o  
something they d idn ' t  know exis ted .  

You mentioned changes i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club a f t e r  Brower had 
l e f t .  I know you were regional  v i c e  p res iden t  f o r  a while,  
which w a s  one of t h e  innovations. Can you t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  
more about some of the  o ther  th ings  t h a t  may have made it a 
more e f f e c t i v e  organizat ion?  

A. 	 Forsyth: Well, I don ' t  know. There were some very e f f e c t i v e  people 
working on environmental th ings ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Dave Sive, and 
Nancy Matthews was a sparkplug. Stewart Ogilvy l a r g e l y  bowed 
ou t  of the  S i e r r a  Club a f t e r  t h e  Brower th ing and devoted h i s  
energies t o  FOE. Brower was a god, and although Stewart has 
from t i m e  t o  t i m e  been c r i t i c a l  of Brower and had h i s  d i f fe rences  
with him, he s t i l l  i d o l i z e s  t h e  man, I ' m  su re .  

There were a number of o the r  i s s u e s  t h a t  expanded out  of 
t h e  New York City area .  There was dumping i n  Long Is land Sound 
that i n t e r e s t e d  the  people up i n  Connecticut CStamford), and we  
brought t h e  case  of S i e r r a  Club aga ins t  Mason up there .  There 
had been twenty o r  t h i r t y  environmental organizat ions  a l l  around 
the  borders of t h e  Sound, but they didn ' t  speak to  each o the r ,  
and t h e  S i e r r a  Club had a group on Long Is land t h a t  from time 
t o  t i m e  was a c t i v e  and from time t o  t i m e  was dormant. We 
couldn' t  ge t  very  much help  from them t o  p u l l  together some of 
t h e  organizat ion,  t h e  work t h a t  was needed t o  preserve  Long 
Is land Sound. 

We were mostly impressed with what had happened with San 
'Francisco Bay, with the  S i e r r a  Club o f f i c e s  i n  M i l l s  Tower r i g h t  
next  t o  San Francisco Bay and t h e  whole th ing going down the  
d r a i n  without anything being done about i t  f o r  many years .  When 
f i n a l l y  things w e r e  done about it ,  we  conceived the  idea  t h a t  
the  S i e r r a  Club might have a funct ion i n  saving Long Is land Sound 
too. 

Long Is land Sound Task Force 

A. 	 Forsyth: So, we  t r i e d  t o  g e t  groups together t o  common meetings and t r y  
t o  form a c o a l i t i o n  of groups, o r  a f edera t ion  o'f groups. It 
d i d n k  work. Our f i r s t  executive d i r e c t o r  of what was ca l l ed  t h e  



A. Forsyth:  Long I s l a n d  Sound Task Force w a s  a l s o  t h e  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of 
one of t h e s e  o t h e r  groups, and s h e  p r a c t i c a l l y  put  i t  i n  he r  
pocket ,  devoted he r  own g r o u p t s  e f f o r t s  t o  i t  b u t  pa id  no 
a t t e n t i o n .  I t  took about  a year  t o  c a t c h  on t o  what w a s  
happening. [chuckJes]  We f i n a l l y  reorganized  and incorpora ted  
t h e  Long I s l a n d  Sound Task Force, and i t ' s  s t i l l  going on. 

M. Forsyth:  Was t h a t  group this one i n  Patchogue? 

A. Forsyth:  No, no. It was Long I s l a n d  C i ty ,  I th ink .  Anyway, t h e  Long 
I s l a n d  Sound Task Force was c r e a t e d  by t h e  S i e r r a  Club, b u t  
as a s e p a r a t e  o rgan iza t ion .  We had, a t  t h e  beginning, a 
ma jo r i t y  of t h e  members o f  t h e  board of  i t  from t h e  S i e r r a  
Club and p rov i s ions  f o r  ca r ry ing  t h a t  through f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
u n t i l  i t  got  going. I d o n ' t  know what happened a f t e r  I l e f t  
New York. Ann Howe w a s  i ts  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r ,  and s h e  was on 
t h e  chap te r  board. 

It w a s  f i n a l l y  hooked up wi th  t h e  Oceanic Socie ty  and, I 
t h i n k ,  go t  kind of swallowed up by t h a t ,  But i t ' s  s t i l l  
ope ra t ing  t h e r e ,  and i t r s  s t i l l  s e r v i n g  a s  a c e n t r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
agency f o r  t h e  many groups around t h e  Sound. We had some f i n e  
people working on t h a t  f o r  a couple  of y e a r s ,  bu t  never enough 
f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  t o  o rgan ize  i t  as i t  should have been. 

Ingram: How about on the n a t i o n a l  level--as  f a r  as changes i n  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club o r i e n t a t i o n ,  how i t  opera tes - -a f te r  Brown l e f t ?  

A. Forsyth:  I don ' t  know t h a t  I understand your ques t ion .  

Ingram: Brower w a s  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  f o r  f o u r t e e n  o r  f i f t e e n  years .  
I ' m  j u s t  wondering whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  were changes that you 
saw i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and changes i n  t h e  way i t  w a s  run  t h a t  
had any e f f e c t  on you. You were a r e g i o n a l  v ice-pres ident  f o r  
a while .  Was t h a t  a r e a l  change,. o r  was t h a t  window-dressing? 

Regional  Vice-President 

A. Forsyth:  [chuckles]  That was a k ind  of a window-dressing job,  I guess.  
A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  only  t h i n g  I ever  d i d  a s  r e g i o n a l  v ice-pres ident  
was s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  Ray Sherwin a t  t h e  Republican governorsr  
convent ion i n  Indiana ,  and I had t o  s e r v e  on a pane l  of land-use 
p l anne r s  t he re .  That had a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  e f f e c t  too.  I w a s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  environmental po in t  of view i n  land-use planning,  
and t h e r e  were some o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  one from C a l i f o r n i a  
on community-development bu i ld ing ,  and one from New York. I 



A. 	 Forsy th :  can ' t  remember t h e  n a m e  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion ,  b u t  i t  was  a 
s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  develop coope ra t ive  apar tments  and t h a t  
s o r t  of t h ing .  The o t h e r  two members of t h e  panel  were pro- 
development and an t i -conserva t ion ,  r e a l l y .  

A t  t h e  conclus ion  of t h e  pane l ' s  d i scuss ion ,  Governor 
Reagan s a i d ,  "I'd l i k e  t o  a s k  a ques t ion  of M r ,  Forsyth  of 
t h e  S i e r r a  Club." And h e  s a i d ,  "Before I a s k  t h e  ques t ion ,  
I ' m  going t o  state t h e  problem." And 1 thought ,  "This is t h e  
f i r s t  man I ' v e  eve r  had t o  answer on a panel  program t h a t  gave 
me a chance t o  answer something." Usua l ly  they  make a ten-
minute statement.  and then  a s k  you, "How about  t h a t ? "  and you 
wonder what t h e  d e v i l  t h e  ques t ion  was. 

But Reagan s a i d ,  " I ' m  t h e  governor of a s t a t e ,  and I have 
t o  dec ide  whether a r e f i n e r y  can  go h e r e  o r  t h e r e ,  o r  how a 
p o r t  s h a l l  be handled, and so  f o r t h .  And a l l  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
does is t e l l  me what I can '  t do. Why is t h a t ? "  He s a i d ,  "That's 
my ques t ion .  " 

So, I t r i e d  t o  answer t h a t  r a t i o n a l l y .  I s a i d ,  "We  a r e  
n o t  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of decision-makers. We are advocates  f o r  
a po in t  of  view. We r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  po in t  of view 
is w e l l  r ep re sen ted  by a b l e  advocates ,  and it's a two-sided 
th ing .  We p r e s e n t  our  s i d e ,  and l e t  them p r e s e n t  t h e i r  s i d e ,  
and you make t h e  dec i s ion . "  

He thanked m e  f o r  i t ,  and then  l a t e r  I heard t h a t  Ray Sherwin 
w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  lunch  w i t h  t h e  governor about  a week a f t e r  t h a t ,  
and they had a ve ry  p l e a s a n t  meeting. So, I don ' t  know t h a t  
I advanced t h e  S i e r r a  Club a t  a l l  by t h a t  [ chuck le s ] ,  bu t  a t  
l e a s t  I d i d n ' t  k i l l  i t .  

Ingram: 	 W e l l ,  of course ,  t h a t  is a p o s i t i o n  which i s  o f t e n  misunderstood, 
t h a t  because you s t and  o u t  s t a t i n g  a p o s i t i o n  which t u r n s  o u t  
t o  be a g a i n s t  what somebody wants t o  do, you must b e  t h e  person 
who is a g a i n s t  i t  and is s topping  it. But ,  i n  f a c t ,  when a 
person  ( l i k e  Reagan) a sks  a q u e s t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ,  what h e  is 
r e a l l y  s ay ing  is, ' m y  do you make i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  do 
m y  job,  which is make t h e  dec is ion?"  It is much e a s i e r  i f  
t h e r e ' s  on ly  one s i d e ;  then  t h e r e ' s  no choice .  

A. 	 Forsyth:  [ l a u g h t e r ]  Well, your ques t ion  about  t h e  changes i n  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club a f t e r  t h e  Brower thing--up t o  about  t h e  po in t  of 
t ime t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about of  t h e  ques t ion  of Governor Reagan, 
t h e  S i e r r a  Club's i n t e r e s t  i n ,  oh, t h i n g s  l i k e  Diablo Canyon 
w a s  a l l  one-sided. There has been a change t h a t  I ' v e  no t i ced  
of t r y i n g  t o  p re sen t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  and no t  simply be  a g a i n s t  
something bu t  t r y i n g  t o  formula te  pub l i c  op in ion  i n  f avo r  of 



A. Forsyth:  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e .  The re t s  been more emphasis on t h a t ,  more 
emphasis on  thorougEdy r e sea rch ing  b o t h  s i d e s  of t h e  ques t ion  
and see ing  what t rade-of fs  were p o s s i b l e ,  

The word "trade-off ,"  about  the t i m e  of t h e  Brower th ing ,  
was a d i r t y  word; t h i s  was y i e l d i n g  t o  t h e  enemy. Today, a 
t rade-off  is  regarded f r e q u e n t l y  as a way t o  accomplish a n  
o b j e c t i v e ,  t o  make some progress--maybe n o t  a l l  we wanted, b u t  
b e t t e r  than  we had. And t h e r e  h a s  been t h a t  change i n  bo th  
the board of d i r e c t o r s t  p o l i c y  d i scuss ions  and a l s o  t h e  p o l i c y  
of t h e  c lub  s t a f f .  

Ingram: During t h i s  1966 t o  b69 per iod ,  t h e  deba te  about  whether t h e  
S i e r r a  Club i s  a n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ion  went i n t o  the ques t ion  
of whether t h e  S i e r r a  Club should be  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  organiza-  
t i o n  as w e l l .  Again, s i n c e  Brower, how has  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
developed? 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  Conservation 

Forsyth:  I was given a hand i n  t h a t .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  d a t e s .  But t h e  
P a c i f i c  Northwest Chapter i n  Oregon and Washington hadea number 
of  Canadians from B r i t i s h  Columbia, and they  wanted t o  
s e p a r a t e l y  organize .  The i d e a  that w e  assumed was t h a t  they 
could become a B r i t i s h  Columbia group of t h a t  chapter .  They 
found t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p u b l i c  hea r ings  and 
p u b l i c  deba te s  up t h e r e ,  they had t o  be  incorpora ted  i n  Canada. 
So, they  went ahead wi thout  a sk ing  any approval  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  
S i e r r a  Club and incorpora ted  t h e  S i e r r a  Club of B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

This  immediately r a i s e d  eyebrows and blood p re s su res  t h a t  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club's f i n e  name might b e  taken by un f r i end ly  groups 
anywhere i n  t h e  world, and what could we do about  i t ?  P h i l  
Berry was p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned about  t h i s  a s  a l e g a l  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  

Ingram: Was he pres ident .  a t  that time? Do you know? 

A. Forsyth:  I t h i n k  h e  was. But h e  asked m e ,  as a member of t h e  l e g a l  
committee, t o  form a comui t tee  t o  s tudy  this ques t ion :  what 
r i s k s  we a c t u a l l y  r a n  and what we could do about  i t  i f  i t  happened. 
Ter ry  Simmons from the British Columbia chap te r  worked on t h i s  
w i t h  m e  and a f e l l o w  from H a w a i i  and one o r  two o t h e r s .  
Gene Coan, I remember, sat  i n  on many o r  s e v e r a l  o f  our  d iscus-  
s i o n s .  W e  had about t h r e e  o r  f o u r  mee t ings .on  i t , .and th.e group 
asked me t o ' w r i t e  t h e  r e p o r t ,  which I d id ,  and submit ted i t .  



A.  	 Forsyth: My conclusion was, a f t e r  a l l  the  study of i t ,  t h a t  w e  r e a l l y  had 
very l i t t l e  to  f e a r  from an opponent organizat ion assuming our 
n a m e ;  t h a t  i f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia group d i f f e r e d  with the  
American group on t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s  and it  became a confron-
t a t i o n  between Canadian and h e r ican S i e r r a  Club i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e  
n a t u r a l  th ing f o r  them to  do was t o  drop t h e  S i e r r a  Club name 
because i t  would be a l i a b i l i t y  t o  them r a t h e r  than an  a s s e t .  

It w a s  about t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  a group wanted t o  form a 
S i e r r a  Club in Ontario. I was i n  favor of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  expansion, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h i s  con t inen t ,  and a f t e r  v i s i t i n g  Toronto over 
a weekend and meeting t h e i r  l eaders  on a h ike  and dinner a f t e r -  
wards, I was very much impressed with t h e  high c a l i b e r  of the 
people up there .  They were mostly Universi ty of Toronto facu l ty .  
They were educated and a b l e  people, and they had a very f i n e  
degree of concern about what was happening i n  Canada, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
what American w a s  causing t o  happen i n  Canada. I favored t h e i r  
formation and helped them t o  organize. 

When I submitted t h i s  r e p o r t ,  the  general  conclusion of it  
was t h a t  we should welcome and encourage the  expansion of the  
S i e r r a  Club overseas o r  elsewhere on the  cont inent  and no t  worry 
too much about our f i n e  name being misappropriated. I th ink t h e  
r e p o r t  was genera l ly  accepted. I never heard much about it  a f t e r  
t h a t ,  but  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club was formed 
a t  about t h a t  t i m e .  And although it r a i s e d  i ts  own money a t  t h e  
beginning without much help  from the  club,  i t  has become a very 
a c t i v e  arm of t h e  club.  P a t r i c i a  Rambach--that was her name a t  
the time; she  has s i n c e  assumed another name [Scharlinl--has done 
very f i n e  work i n  organizing i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  United 
Nations) organizat ional  e f f o r t s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conservation. And 
t h e  S i e r r a  Club's name has c e r t a i n l y  been outstanding i n  the  i n t e r -  
na t iona l  scene s i n c e  then. I ' v e  f e l t  t h a t  the  conservation of 
n a t u r a l  resources is a world problem, and you c a n ' t  have one 
country po l lu t ing  the  ocean without the  o the r  one f e e l i n g  it. 

Ingram: 	 P a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  a country l i k e  t h e  United S t a t e s  whose use of 
resources is world wide. 

A. Forsyth: 	 Yes. 

Ingram: 	 For us ,  perhaps, the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is even l a r g e r  than f o r  a 
smal ler  country. 

A. 	 Forsyth: I ' v e  had very ,  very l i t t l e  t o  do with tha t .  I did serve  on the  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conservation Committee under Nicholas Robinson. 
He's done a tremendous job of organizing that committee. Ray 
Sherwin has served on i t ,  and Mrs. Sherwin was sec re ta ry  of i t  
f o r  q u i t e  a while, and they held some two-day meetings i n  New 



A. 	 Forsyth:  York w i t h  a very  f u l l  agenda, and then ,  of course ,  [ they]  
sponsored t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Wilderness meeting [Earthcare:  Global 
P ro tec t ion  of National  Areas, 19751 two y e a r s  ago. 

[ I  w a s  asked t o  t e s t i f y  f o r  t h e  c lub  a t ]  pub l i c  hear ings .  
O h ,  i t  might be  a highway p r o j e c t  o r  i t  might be  a power p l a n t  
s i t i n g  p r o j e c t  o r  whatever. Every time t h a t  my t u r n  t o  speak 
came, I ' d  be i n  t h e  audience and have t o  come down t o  t h e  f r o n t  
of t he  h a l l  t o  t h e  microphone. Every t ime I w a s  announced--
"Mr.  Fo r sy th  w i l l  speak f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club1'--there was applause,  
and i t  was the  only o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  got  t h a t ,  and i t  r e a l l y  
impressed me, t he  pub l i c  f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club--the aggresor ,  
t h e  aggres s ive  o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  wanted t o  & something, not  j u s t  
t a l k .  This c e r t a i n l y  s t imu la t ed  me t o  work f o r  t he  S i e r r a  Club. 
I don't  know t h a t  I can d e s c r i b e  t h e  t h r i l l  of t h a t .  

Ingram: 	 That r a i s e s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t ,  because one of t h e  charges 
dur ing  t h e  Brower controversy was, "If  Brower doesn ' t  g e t  charge 
of t he  o rgan iza t ion ,  then t h e  S i e r r a  Club w i l l  become passive." 
It seems t o  me what you're saying  is  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h a t  has 
been t h e  c r e a t i o n  of -two aggres s ive  o rgan iza t ions .  

A. Forsyth:  	 Yes, yes .  I t h i n k  i t  d i d  he lp .  

Ingram: 	 The S i e r r a  Club d i d  n o t  l o s e  t h e  aggress iveness .  

A .  Forsyth:  	 Right .  

Ingram: 	 You were t a l k i n g  about t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s ,  and I wanted 
t o  a sk  you t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about  Friends of t h e  Ea r th  a s  
an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ion ,  wken you were on the  board and 
SO on. 

A. 	 Forsyth:  The S i e r r a  Club a t  t h e  time was concerned about ,  a s  I s a i d ,  
h o s t i l e  o rgan iza t ions  usurping our  name o r  working a g a i n s t  our  
o b j e c t i v e s  i n  our name, F r i ends  of t h e  Ear th  never had that 
f e a r .  Brower had t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  conserva t ion  was an  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  concern, and tAe more who joined i t ,  a s  long  a s  
we're a l l  running on t h e  same t r a c k s ,  t h e  more t h e  mer r i e r .  
Organizat ions sprang up, i n  Great B r i t a i n  f i r s t .  [Amory] Lovins 
and [Walter]  Pa t t e r son  and a few o t h e r s  organized t h a t  and worked 
hard on i t .  Then Les Amis d e  l a  T e r r e  i n  France, wi th  ou r  
Di rec to r  [Edwin] Matthews a t  t h e  head of t h a t .  He was an 
American banker i n  P a r i s .  And t h e  Freunde d e r  Erde i n  Germany. 
And i t  spread t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  and t h e r e  a r e  a  number of o t h e r s .  
I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  something l i k e  n ine  f o r e i g n  o rgan iza t ions  us ing  
t h e  Fr iends  of  t h e  Ea r th  name. They have no l e g a l  connect ion a t  
a l l  w i th  Friends of t h e  E a r t h  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  

Ingram: 	 Ofi, they don ' t ?  



A. Forsyth:  No, t h e r e  is no c o n t r o l .  We don ' t  t r y  t o  d i c t a t e  their p o l i c i e s .  
Browerrs a t t i t u d e  is, "We're a l l  working wi th  a common cause ,  
and t h e  more t h e  merrier." Tfieytve been, I th ink ,  p r e t t y  i n f luen -  
t i a l  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s ,  and t h e  Fr iends  of t h e  Ear th  name has 
helped them. We've never  t r i e d  t o  c o n t r o l  t hose  o rgan iza t ions  o r  
d i c t a t e  t h e i r  p o l i c e s  o r  l i m i t  t h e i r  membership q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  They have a ve ry  l o o s e  o rgan iza t ion .  

Ingram: H a s  Fr iends  of t h e  Ea r th  i t s e l f  (and you were a board member)-- 
h a s  i t  cooperated wi th  t h e s e  o rgan iza t ions?  

A. Forsyth:  Oh, yes .  

Ingram: I mean, formed a l l i a n c e s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  on i s s u e s  which 
c rossed  boundaries? 

A. Forsyth:  Y e s ,  ye s .  Supplying e x p e r t i s e  and informat ion ,  most ly,  b u t  
encouraging-they he ld  a number of f o r e i g n  meet ings a t t ended  
by f i v e  o r  s i x  of t h e s e  o rgan iza t ions .  I t  w a s  s o r t  of an  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  congress .  Brower has  always been ve ry  anxious t o  
f u r t h e r  t h a t .  Tfiey he ld  two o r  t h r e e  ve ry  good meet ings.  

Ingram: Topica l  meet ings,  o r  just--? 

A. Forsyth:  Yes, t o p i c a l  meet ings.  Amory Lovins has ,  as you know, been ve ry  
a c t i v e  i n  t h i s  count ry  i n  t h e  nuc lea r  f i e l d  and has  done some 
v e r y  good w r i t i n g .  One of t h e  b e s t  books, I th ink ,  on t h e  whole 
energy s i t u a t i o n  is h i s  S o f t  Energy Pa ths .  I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  Brower and Amory Lovins t o  come t o  Santa Fe t o  deba te  anyone 
t h a t  t h e  pro-nuclear f o r c e s  of Los Alamos o r  Sandia want t o  pu t  
up a g a i n s t  him. When I mentioned t h i s  on t h e  phone no t  long  ago 
t o  Brower, I s a i d ,  " I 've  m e t  Lovins s e v e r a l  times a t  your meet ings 
i n  New York, and he's a ve ry  low-keyed, very q u i e t  s o r t  of person,  
one who i n s p i r e s  you w i t h  h i s  g r e a t  knowledge of t h e  th ing .  He's 
a b r i l l i a n t  man. But would h e  make a good debater?"  I d i d n ' t  
know t h a t  h e  had debated people  l i k e  Hans Bethe and o t h e r s  i n  
pub l i c .  And Brower j u s t  laughed. [chuckles]  H e  s a i d ,  "He'd blow 
them o u t  of t h e  water ."  

So, I ' m  s t i l l  looking  forward t o  t h a t ,  and r e c e n t l y  S a l l y  
Rodgers, who is t h e  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  of a c lear inghouse  he re ,  
Harvey Muddts baby--shets become t h e  Fr iends  of t h e  Ear th  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  t h e  Southwest. W e  have a l i t t l e  o f f i c e  i n  
Santa  Fe now. 

Ingram : Of course ,  Brant  Calkin is t h e  Southwest r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
S i e r r a  Club the re .  

t h e  

A. Forsyth:  Y e s .  



Ingram: 

A.  Forsyth:  

I n  g r  am : 

Forsy th: 

M. Forsyth:  

Ingram: 

A.  Forsyth: 

Ingram: 

A.  Forsyth:  

Santa  Fe i s  concen t r a t ing -

Everything except  money. 

Have you been a c t i v e  i n  t h a t  l o c a l  e f f o r t  over t h e  y e a r s  when 
t h e r e  was coope ra t ive  a c t i v i t y ?  I suppose t h e r e  s t i l l  is ,  and 
t h e  c lear inghouse  people a r e  s t i l l  a c t i v e .  

No, I haven ' t .  I ' v e  t r i e d  t o  keep o u t s i d e  of i t ,  j u s t  keep i n  
touch w i t h  i t ,  b u t  n o t  t a k e  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  i t .  I ' m  r e t i r e d  
and t h e r e ' s  enough e l s e  t o  do h e r e ,  and Mary d o e s n t t  l i k e  t o  
s e e  me g e t t i n g  dragged i n t o  a l l  t h e s e  o rgan iza t ions .  

Well, we ' re  bo th  r e t i r e d .  I j u s t  l i k e  t o  s e e  you now and then.  
[ l augh te r ]  

I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  important .  The whole p o i n t  about  be ing  r e t i r e d  
seems t o  be  t o  do t h i n g s  you want t o  do and n o t  t h a t  people 
p r e s s u r e  you i n t o  doing j u s t  because you've been used t o  doing 
them. 

I ' v e  a t tended  a l o t  of t h e  execu t ive  committee meetings of t h e  
Rio Grande Chapter.  They asked m e  i f  I ' d  run  f o r  o f f i c e  then ,  
and I s a i d  no. I thought  t h e  younger people h e r e  ought t o  have 
t h e  p o s i t i o n s .  But I ' m  s t i l l  c a l l e d  l e g a l  counsel  t o  th.e group. 
I don ' t  know what I ' m  supposed t o  do wi th  that,  b u t ,  yes ,  I keep 
i n  touch wi th  them. I ' m  s e r v i n g  a t  t h e  moment as  l o c a l  New 
Mexico counse l  t o  NRDC [Nat iona l  Resources Defense Council]  i n  
t h a t  uranium l a w  c a s e  t h a t ' s  s t i l l  pending; a l l  I d id  with t h a t  
w a s  s i g n  t h e  complaint because t h e  c o u r t  r u l e  r equ i r ed  that a 
l o c a l  member of t h e  b a r  s i g n  a complaint ,  b u t  a l l  t h e  work has 
been done by o t h e r s .  

I n  Los Angeles. One ques t ion  occurs  t o  me about  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
ques t ion :  Do you s e e ,  then ,  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s t y l e  and/or  e f f e c t i v e -  
n e s s  between Fr iends  of t h e  Ea r th  and t h e  S i e r r a  Club, now gone 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l ?  

They do ope ra t e  cons iderably  d i f f e r e n t l y .  The S i e r r a  Club ' s  
e f f o r t  is more higfily organized w i t h  t h e  United Nations bodies ,  
and Fr iends  of t h e  E a r t h  is more d i v e r s e  w i t h  i t s  l o c a l  s i s t e r  
o rgan iza t ions  a s  they c a l l  them--I know t h a t  Brower has  been 
q u i t e  a c t i v e  over  t h e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  United Nations Environmental 
Off ice .  He's been i n  c l o s e  touch wi th  them. I don ' t  t h ink  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club o r  Fr iends  of t h e  Ear th ,  o therwise  than  Browerrs 
pe r sona l  c o n t a c t ,  have been ve ry  a c t i v e .  



Delega te  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club Council  

I ng ram: I want t o  go back aga in  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club a l i t t l e  ear l ie r - -and  
t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  aga in ,  because you were a d e l e g a t e  t o  
t h e  council--  

A. Forsy th :  For a few yea r s .  

Ingram: --and of 
was--but 

cou r se  were 
you used t o  

a delegate--I  f o r g e t  e x a c t l y  what 
come t o  t h e  [board of d i r e c t o r s ' ]  

t h e  term 
meet ings.  

A. .Forsy th :  Yes, I was t h e  c h a p t e r  d e l e g a t e  f o r  a couple  of  y e a r s .  

Ingram: What I ' d  l i k e  you t o  do i s  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about  your views 
of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Counci l  as a n  o rgan iza t ion .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  
of cou r se ,  i t  was a t t empt ing  t o  b e  q u i t e  a n  impor tan t  fo rce .  

A. Forsyth:  When I f i r s t  a t t ended  c o u n c i l  meet ings,  I was unfavorably 
impressed w i t h  i t  as a c l u b  executor  o r  p a r t  of its o rgan iza t ion .  
It always seemed t o  m e  i n  t h o s e  e a r l y  meet ings t h a t  the council--
t h e  way I used t o  d e s c r i b e  i t  was t h e  c o u n c i l  were t h e  board of 
d i r e c t o r s  j u n i o r  grade. They were c r i t i ca l  of t h e  board; they 
t r i e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  of t h e  board;  i t  seemed t o  m e  that they  
r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s e r v e  a f u n c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  board wasn ' t  s e r v i n g ;  
they  weren ' t  he lp ing  t h e  board ve ry  much. 

But t h e  more I saw of  the c o u n c i l  work, t h e  more I r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  was t h e  connec t ion  between n a t i o n a l  S i e r r a  Club 
d i r e c t i o n  and l o c a l  c h a p t e r  o r  group a c t i v i t i e s .  J u s t  t o  g e t  
t o g e t h e r  i n  i n t e rminab le  yakking served  a purpose.. Bob I rw in  of 
t h e  Great Lakes r eg ion  was a very  s t eady ing  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  
chap te r  d e l e g a t e s .  Frequent ly  you'd have a counc i l  meeting where 
some l o c a l  person  would g e t  up and shout  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
was shor tchanging  h i s  group, and i t  ought t o  be  done this way 
and it ought t o  b e  done t h a t  way. Nothing ever  seemed t o  come 
of  i t .  

I f e l t  many t imes t h a t  t h e  money spen t  on  counc i l  meet ings 
could  b e  b e t t e r  s p e n t  on expanding t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, 
and paying s t a f f  members a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  I t r i e d  many t i m e s  
t o  f i n d  o u t  what a c o u n c i l  meeting c o s t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club; I never  
d i d  g e t  c l o s e r  than  about  t e n  thousand d o l l a r s  p e r  meet ing a t  
one p o i n t .  That seemed t o  m e  shocking,  t h a t  t h a t  much money w a s  
devoted t o  a l lowing  people  t o  j u s t  sound o f f  t o  ve ry  l i t t l e  
purpose. 

But t h e  personnel  of the c o u n c i l  changes.  I a t t ended  c o u n c i l  
meet ings t h a t  were p r a c t i c a l l y  an t i -board  of d i r e c t o r s ,  Other 
ones w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  c a s t  of c h a r a c t e r s  were t r y i n g  hard  t o  h e l p  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club; t h e  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  committee d i d  a l o t  of  
good work. It wasn ' t  always the same. 
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A s  f i f t h  member, you w e r e  on t h e  execu t ive  committee of t h e  counc i l  
f o r  one year?  

One y e a r ,  y e s ,  

What d i d  you do? What w a s  t h e  purpose of t h e  execu t ive  committee? 

[ laughs]  I made f u n  of t h e  o t h e r  f o u r ,  I th ink .  Well, I don ' t  
r e c a l l  q u i t e  what t h e  i s s u e  was, bu t  I remember t h a t  I w a s  a 
minor i ty  of one i n  t h e  c o u n c i l  execu t ive  committee, and I got  up 
and s a i d ,  "This whole damn t h i n g  i s  a tempest i n  a teapot!"  and 
t h e  meeting broke up a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  And t h a t ' s  what i t  turned 
o u t  t o  be. The execu t ive  committee members later came around t o  
dec ide  t h a t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  wasn't much of a problem. No, I w a s  
d i s t i n c t l y  i n  a minor i ty  i n  t h a t .  

Do you t h i n k ,  i n  p a r t ,  j u s t  because of your views, o r  a l s o  
because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were n o t  from C a l i f o r n i a ?  

1 don't know, I ' m  hard p u t  t o  say what t h e  a t t i t u d e  w a s .  I 
can ' t  t h i n k  who a l l  t h e  o t h e r  members of i t  were. Sandy [Tepfer]  
--there goes my memory f o r  names again--he w a s  from Oregon; t h e r e  
w e r e  a couple  from C a l i f o r n i a .  Thei r  concern was t o  my mind 
misd i rec ted .  They w e r e  second-guessing t h e  board of d i r e c t o r s  , 
s o  much of t h e  time r a t h e r  t han  paying a t t en tTon  t o  counc i l  
o rgan iza t ion  and l i a i s o n  between c h a p t e r s  and headquar te rs .  

Do you f e e l ,  a s  f a r  as t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter was concerned, t h e r e  
was any b e n e f i t  o r  d i sadvantage  from t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  
counc i l ? 

It was one of t h e  organs through which w e  could b e  heard.  

Did you ever  u se  i t ?  

Y e s .  Nancy Matthews w a s  a d e l e g a t e  t o  s e v e r a l  of those ;  and 
Nancy is n o t  a person t o  s o f t p e d d l e  her views. She speaks r i g h t  
o u t .  I th ink  she made t h e  counc i l  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  is a n  organiza-  
t i o n  back i n  New York t h a t  has  t o  be  l i s t e n e d  t o  once i n  a  while .  
It was through some p o l i t i c a l  t a c t i c a l  maneuvers t h a t  she  got  m e  
e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  counc i l  board. 1 wasn't  a t  t h a t  meeting, b u t  i t  
went on t o  about  two o r  t h r e e  i n  t h e  morning. 

But I don ' t  g e t  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t ,  f o r  you, t h e  S i e r r a  Club Council  
was a p l a c e  where you f e l t  your c o n t r i b u t i o n  was going t o  be  
made. 

I had my d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  the counci l .  When I was b r ing ing  t o  
San Franc isco ,  t o  one of their meet ings,  some i s s u e  about  New 
Yorkrs  i n t e r e s t ,  they  were three hours  l a t e r  than  New York, and 



A. Forsyth:  by the time I a r r i v e d  there a t  the meeting a t  e i g h t  o 'c lock ,  i t  
was e leven  o f c l o c k ,  and t h a t  was damn n e a r  bedtime f o r  me.  And 
they would deba te  f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  hours ,  ad journ ing  a t  twelve 
o r  one o 'c lock  San Franc isco  t ime;  i t  w a s  three o r  f o u r  o 'c lock 
i n  t h e  morning f o r  m e  b e f o r e  my i s s u e  w a s  reached.. By t h a t  time, 
I w a s  s o  completely fagged t h a t  I d i d n rt f e e l  I could g i v e  i t  
v e r y  much energy-- 

// // 

A. Forsy th :  And t h i s  happened s o  f r e q u e n t l y  t h a t  I began t o  r e s e n t  i t .  I 
t r i e d  t o  g e t  New York i s s u e s  f o r  t h e  c o u n c i l  on earlier i n  t h e  
evening. The counc i l  chairman was ve ry  c o n s i d e r a t e ,  ve ry  sympa- 
t h e t i c  t o  t h i s  problem, b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  counc i l  members who 
were n o t .  I c a n ' t  g e t  over  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  they d i d  i t  purpose ly .  
It used t o  cause  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  resentment .  

Ingram: You're n o t  a l o n e  i n  f e e l i n g  t h a t  some of t hose  t h i n g s  were done 
purposely.  Whether they were o r  n o t ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  seemed t o  b e  
t h e  same. Af t e r  you f i n i s h e d  that one y e a r  on t h e  execu t ive  
committee, d id  you have any involvement w i t h  t h e  counc i l ?  

A. Forsyth:  I went t o  some of t h e i r  meet ings as t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter de lega te .  
I cont inued f o r  about  two y e a r s  a f t e r  that. 

Ingram: Did you serve on any of the committees t h a t  d id  s p e c i a l  s t u d i e s  
o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  counci l?  

A. Forsyth:  No, n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  

Ingram: [ g e t t i n g  l i s t  of names] L e t  m e  p u l l  t h e s e  o u t ;  these are names--
some of which I don ' t  know--but which are names of t hose  who were 
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  New York group. I t h i n k  we ought t o  p u t  them on 
t h e  t a p e ,  and i f  e i t h e r  one of you has  any comments-- We've 
t a lked  about  Stew Ogilvy q u i t e  a b i t .  I 'd  l i k e  t o  s a v e  David 
S ive  f o r  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  because I want t o  t a l k  about  Storm King, 
and I t h i n k  that's a n a t u r a l  p l a c e  t o  t a l k  about  Dave. But any 
of t h e  o t h e r  people  t h a t  you t h i n k  we ought t o  p u t  on t ape ,  and 
any comments about  what t h e i r  r o l e s  were. 

A t l a n t i c  Chapter Leadership and Organiza t ion  

A.  Forsyth:  These were e a r l y  l e a d e r s  of t h e  A t l a n t i c  c h a p t e r ,  r e a l l y  s e r v i n g  
b e f o r e  its expansion a f t e r  t h e  Brower c r i s i s .  Harry Neece had 
been chairman of t h e  chap te r  f o r  some t i m e .  

Ingram: He'd been chairman. What happened t o  him? 
he  g e t  elbowed a s i d e ,  or-? 

Did h e  r e t i r e ,  o r  d id  
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H e  was r e t i r e d .  He was no t  a youngster; I t h i n k  h e  r e t i r e d  a t  
about age seventy,  and continued his a c t i v i t i e s  i n  hiking,  b u t  
wanted t o  t u r n  over t h e  d u t i e s  of S i e r r a  Club work to  younger 
people. 

H e  had a b e a u t i f u l  home i n  t h e  country, and he s tayed there .  

He j u s t  s o r t  of disappeared. Murray Chisholm and Ed L i t t l e  
had been a c t i v e .  I know that Ed L i t t l e  was a de legate  t o  t h e  
counci l  f o r  a number of t i m e s ,  and t h e  two of them were a rden t  
h i k e r s .  They used t o  come ou t  he re  t o  t h e  Gila Wilderness and 
climb. B i l l  Delmhorst--I d o n F t  know what h i s  p o s i t i o n  was, but  
he was d i l i g e n t  i n  a t t end ing  a l l  meetings and d i d  a l o t  of wr i t ing  
of l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  New York T i m e s  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  s t imula ted  
a good d e a l  of S i e r r a  Club i n t e r e s t  over i n  New Jersey  where 
he l ived .  I don't know t h a t  he had any connection wi th  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  organiza t ion;  he may have, but  I wouldn't know about it. 

We've t a lked  a l o t  about Stew Ogilvy a s  being very important i n  
keeping t h e  chapter  going-- 

He c e r t a i n l y  was. 

--more i n  t h e  e a r l y  years ,  and of course a s  e d i t o r  of t h e  
Argonaut . 
Both he and h i s  wife,  Avis. Avis continued wi th  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  A t l a n t i c  chapter  some years  a f t e r  Stewart dropped i n t e r e s t  
and went over t o  FOE. Avis i s  now very a c t i v e  i n  FOE, and a s  
f a r  a s  I know, has no f u r t h e r  a c t i v i t y  wi th  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

Was t h e r e  anybody e l s e  l i k e  Stew i n  the  chapter  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
anybody who so  permeated t h e  whole organiza t ion  t h a t  everybody 
r e f e r r e d  everything t o  him? 

Mostly Dave Sive. 

Yes. 

Dave was -- a l o t  of the  time.t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  t h e  East  f o r  

Stewart was i n  a  marvelous p o s i t i o n  t o  be  a hos t  t o  anything 
t h a t  happened i n  New York because of t h e  Time-Life a f f i l i a t i o n  
and the  Time-Life Building quar t e r s  t h a t  could be used f o r  
recept ions  o r  g e t t i n g  together  wi th  people who were v i s i t i n g ,  

You mentioned a recept ion .  Did he organize one f o r  Dave Brower? 
Do you r e c a l l  any more about t h a t ,  o r  any o the r  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  
i t ?  
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Was t h i s  t h e  opening of  t h e  o f f i c e  t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  about? 

Yes. 

I d idn ' t  know h e  organized t h a t .  

It was tremendously w e l l  a t tended .  

I remember a-- i t  was a r ecep t ion ,  I ' m  sure--I t h i n k  i t  must 
have been t h e  Grand Canyon photographs. I d o n t t  r e c a l l  i f  he  
organized i t  o r  no t .  It w a s  i n  New York some time around '66 
o r  '67. 

It w a s  around t h a t  t ime. Every meet ing t h e r e  were p i c t u r e s  a l l  
ove r ,  b e a u t i f u l  ones.  

The A t l a n t i c  Chapter,  when you came i n t o  it ,  covered t h e  whole 
seaboard.  Today-I don ' t  know--is t h e r e  a n  A t l a n t i c  Chapter 
today? 

Yes. I guess I pres ided  over  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  and d i v i s i o n  of t h e  
A t l a n t i c  Chapter.  It j u s t  happened t o  occur  a t  t h a t  t ime. I 
w a s  e i t h e r  chairman o r  v i c e  chairman of t h e  chap te r .  We had had 
q u i t e  a l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter from a f e l l o w  
named Bake, B i l l  Bake, i n  Georgia, and someone i n  F l o r i d a ,  and 
some one o r  o t h e r  around t h e  Caro l inas ;  t h e r e  was a n  a c t i v e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  New England a rea .  It occurred a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
t h e s e  o rgan iza t ions ,  groups, of t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter,  i f  they  
had been, wanted t o  become a c t i v e  chap te r s .  Eas t e rn  Pennsylvania  
s p l i t  o f f  f i r s t ;  then  the New J e r s e y  Chapter ;  u l t i m a t e l y ,  by t h e  
time I was o u t  of t h e  o f f i c e ,  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter w a s  reduced t o  
t h e  s t a t e  of New York only .  

Was it  s t i l l  c a l l e d  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter? 

Yes, i t  was s t i l l  c a l l e d  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter. But the New 
England Chapter took o f f  Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode I s l a n d ,  
Vermont, Massachuset ts ,  and Connecticut--six s t a t e s  t h e r e .  
Pennsylvania  has  e i t h e r  one o r  two chap te r s  now; I t h i n k  i t t s  
o n l y  one, bu t  i t  s t a r t e d  o u t  of e a s t e r n  Pennsylvania--just up 
through Harr i sburg .  North and South Caro l ina  both--I d o n t t  know 
about  V i r g i n i a ,  b u t  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia a r e a ,  they have 
a chap te r ;  and F l o r i d a  h a s  a chap te r ;  Georgia--they a l l  s p l i t  
o f f  du r ing  t h e  time I was the re .  

Th i s  w a s  something you encouraged, o r  your r o l e  was pas s ive?  

Oh, no, w e  encouraged i t .  A s  a matter of f a c t ,  I had an ex-Navy 
man--I t h i n k  he w a s  an admira l  (I c a n ' t  remember his name e i t h e r )  
--I simply t o l d  him t o  t a k e  over  s p l i t t i n g  o f f  and organiz ing  
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c h a p t e r s ,  and h e  d i d  a .whale of a job  a t  i t ,  I don't know how 
h e  opera ted ,  bu t  h a r d l y  a month passed by be fo re  w e  had another  
chap te r  forming, He d i d  a g r e a t  j ob ,  

Had t h e r e  been groups organized  be fo re  t h e  c h a p t e r s  grew up, o r  
were--

Yes. 

So i t  w a s  a l r e a d y  an  organization..  

But they  f e l t  s o  f a r  away from i t ,  because t h e  chap te r  w a s  i n  
New York. We d id  have on t h e  execu t ive  committee a ve ry  r e g u l a r  
a t t endance  from Pennsylvania ,  nea r  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  a f i n e  gentleman, 
And Roger Marshal l  from t h e  Boston a r e a ,  We had p r e t t y  good 
a t tendance  from t h e  o u t l y i n g  s e c t i o n s ,  bu t  p l a c e s  l i k e  F l o r i d a  
and North Caro l ina  j u s t  f e l t  they were i n  a d i f f e r e n t  count ry  
than  New York, and they  didn" e i t h e r  c o n t r i b u t e  much t o  i t  o r  
p r e s e n t  much of a problem. 

A s  conserva t ion  chairman, which w a s  my f i r s t  job t h a t  I took  
over  without  any committees, a s  I t o l d  you be fo re ,  I d i d  have 
correspondence w i t h  a number of people down t h e r e ,  and kep t  i n  
touch wi th  them and kep t  t h e i r  problems b e f o r e  t h e  chap te r  board. 
But they  were few, and we f e l t  t h a t  i f  t hey  became t h e i r  own 
chap te r s  they'd have a much g r e a t e r  impact on conserva t ion  work 
a long  t h e  c o a s t  t han  i f  they  were j u s t  o u t l y i n g  s u b s i d i a r i e s  
of t h e  New York group. 

[ t o  Mrs. Forsyth]  Mary, you d i d  a l o t  of work du r ing  your 
t i m e  a s  New York group chairman i n  s e t t d n g  up t h e  subgroups that 
a r e  now groups of the A t l a n t i c  Chapter--Syracuse, they have a 
p r e t t y  a c t i v e  group t h e r e ,  Albany. 

Did you f i n d  i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  i n  g e t t i n g  people? 

No, they  welcomed i t ,  because i t  w a s  impossible  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  
people  t o  come t o  any meetings i n  Manhattan. There  w a s  u s u a l l y  
a l i t t l e  c o r e  of a c t i v e  people who were w i l l i n g  t o  o rgan ize  and 
g e t  members i n  t h e i r  a r e a ,  I wish I 'd  been w i t h  i t  longe r .  
There w a s  enthusiasm, pa r t i cu l / a r ly  i n  Poughkeepsie. 

Do you suppose that was because of Vassar o r  what? 

There j u s t  happened t o  be some people who were up t h e r e ,  b u t  who 
had been i n  New York, i n  t h e  Manhattan a r e a ,  

A l o t  of t h e  out ings  i n  t h a t  a r e a  were i n  t h e  C a t s k i l l s .  There 
w a s  mountain cl imbing and h ik ing  and s o  f o r t h  and i t  was a good 
jumping-off p l a c e  f o r  a l o t  of them i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  outdoor 
a c t i v i t i e s .  
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When I was i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  New Pork, i t  always seemed t o  
m e  t h a t  there a r e  r e a l l y  two S i e r r a  Clubs: one is a bunch of 
dedicated conse rva t ion i s t s  and one's a bunch of weekend h ike r s  
only. The only l i a i s o n  t h a t  I saw between t h e  two groups was 
what Stewart Ogilvy used t o  do on h i s  weekend out ings .  A t  t h e  
luncheon break he'd give a ten- o r  f i f teen-minute,  maybe a h a l f -
hour, s p i e l  about some [problem]. ~ e ' d  organize a h ike  up around 
Storm King, and he'd t e l l  t h e  h i k e r s  about the  Storm King f i g h t .  
By t h e  t i m e  theyvd f in i shed  t h e i r  sandwiches and beer ,  o r  
whatever they were having, and l i s t e n e d  t o  Stewart f o r  a l i t t l e  
whi le ,  they were a l l  a s l eep .  [ l augh te r ]  

I ' m  exaggerat ing,  of course. But t h e r e  w e r e  two d i f f e r e n t  
S i e r r a  Clubs the re :  the  h i k e r s  and t h e  conse rva t ion i s t s .  

Stewart was very a s t u t e  i n  see ing  t h a t  i t  was necessary f o r  
l ia ison-- th is  kind of rappor t .  

You were chairman f o r  one year?  Two yea r s?  

I th ink two. Might have been th ree .  It seems l i k e  th ree .  
[laughs] 

This was an annual e l e c t i o n ?  

No. 

You ta lked about t h e  break-up of a chapter .  What e l s e  was impor-
t a n t  f o r  a chapter  chairman? 

Everything. 

Who was handling conservation a t  t h a t  time? Were you s t i l l  
t r y i n g  t o  do t h a t ,  combine t h e  jobs? 

I was f o r  a l o t  of t h e  time; i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  w e  had a very 
exce l l en t  conservation chairman named Ted Heller. He was from 
s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  Buffalo,  I bel ieve .  H e ' s  more recen t ly  
been employed by t h e  s t a t e  department of environmental conserva-
t ion .  H e ' s  a Ph,D.., a b r i l l i a n t  man, and has r e a l l y  dedicated 
himself .  An a c t i v e  worker, Ted d id  g rea t  work on t h a t .  

But f o r  most of t h e  time, t h e  conservation chairman was the  
whole committee. I f  I d i d n ' t  have a s e c r e t a r y  who d idn ' t  mind 
taking a l l  t h e  work, I never would have got ten  anywhere with 
i t .  It was l a r g e l y  a correspondence course. 

You w e r e  given t h e  Colby Award i n  1974? 



A. Forsyth:  	 Yks. 

Ingram: 	 Describe a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h e  b a s i s .  

A. Forsy th :  	 I r e a l l y  don ' t  know i t ,  J e f f ,  What's Robinson's name? 

M. Forsyth:  	 Nicholas? 

A. 	 Forsyth:  Nicholas Robinson. Nick c a l l e d  m e  one a f t e rnoon  and s a i d ,  " A r e  
you coming t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club annual  d inner?"  I s a i d ,  "I hadn ' t  
planned t o .  I t ' s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and I ' m  p r e t t y  busy.'' H e  s a i d ,  
"I t h i n k  you ought t o .  You're going t o  g e t  t h e  second h i g h e s t  
award i n  t h e  club." So I had t o  go. That w a s  t h e  f i r s t  I knew 
about  i t .  

The c i t a t i o n  of t h e  award is f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  expanding t h e  
S i e r r a  Club i n  t h e  Eas t  and i n  Canada. And it  w a s  t h a t  l a t t e r  
p a r t  t h a t  p leased  m e  s o  much, because as a r e s u l t  of t h i s  s tudy  
about  t h e  u s e  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club 's  name abroad,  t h e  formation 
of t h e  Ontar io Chapter occurred.  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I accomplished 
anyth ing ,  bu t  I was c e r t a i n l y  f o r  i t  a l l  t h e  way down t h e  l i n e ,  
and I t h i n k  that it helped a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  have i t  accepted.  They 
have a n  Ontar io  S i e r r a  Club Foundation too ,  a fund-ra i s ing  
o rgan iza t ion .  

Ingram: 	 The Colby Award is given f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  club-- 

A. Forsyth:  	 I t a k e  i t  so .  

Ingram: 	 Rather  than  conserva t ion .  There 's  t h e  John Muir Award [ f o r  
conserva t ion]  . 

A. 	 Forsyth:  The John Muir Award went t o  John Oakes t h a t  year .  H e  wasn ' t  t h e r e  
t o  r e c e i v e  i t .  

Ingram: 	 Tha t ' s  a whole new ques t ion .  Here we have t h e  e d i t o r i a l  [page] 
e d i t o r  of the New York Times, who w a s ,  of course,  on t h e  board 
of d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club a t  the time, which probably is 
a c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t ,  though I ' m  n o t  really sure. .  powerful 
media p o s i t  ion .  m e n  you were conserva t ion  chairman, your 
a c t i v i t y  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  t h e s e  seven o r  e i g h t  
y e a r s  t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about--what were your r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
w i t h  people  who were w r i t i n g  i n  magazines, newspapers, t e l e v i s i o n  
media, and t h a t  a r e a ?  

Forsyth: 	 Well,  I d i d n ' t  have much t o  do wi th  t h a t .  I m e t  John Oakes once 
o r  twice,  H e  was a v e r y  busy man, and h e  d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  t h e  
execu t ive  committee meet ings.  W e  knew of h i m  and heard from h i m  
f r e q u e n t l y .  He  s u f f e r e d  food poisoning by e a t i n g  some contaminated 



A. 	 Forsyth: mussels out  a t  Newark Bay. I remember we adopted a resolut ion 
wishing him well  and a quick recovery. H i s  response I don't 
r e c a l l ,  but I remember it was very cord ia l .  

Stewart Ogilvy handled most of t he  contacts with the media. 
He was i n  Time-Life f o r  a while, and then he sh i f t ed  from tha t  
t o  a couple of population organizations;  h e r s  working i n  the  
population f i e l d  now. 

M. 	 Forsyth: John Oakes must have had a very sharp ear.  He picked up an awful 
l o t  of th ings ,  because constant ly  h i s  e d i t o r i a l s  were conservation 
inspired,  o r  pushing, o r  something. 

Ingram : 	 It 's hard t o  imagine t h a t  without t ha t  s o r t  of personal i n t e r e s t  
t h a t  t ha t  s o r t  of i s sue  would get the  kind of a t t en t i on  t ha t  it  
did.  

A. 	 Forsyth: Many of the  New York Times people--James Reston, and one o r  two 
other of the  "op ed" editors--are ardent conservat ionis ts .  Reston 
has t o  wr i te  mostly on p o l i t i c s ,  but  every once i n  a while h e ' l l  
get  a d ig  i n  the re  f o r  conservation of t h i s  o r  t ha t .  They 
supported the  club's  pos i t ion  on the Hudson River Expressway, 
which was one of the  i s sues  we haven't come to .  We got very 
f irm support on t ha t  from the  New York Times. Do you want m e  
t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about that? 

Ingram : 	 Not t he  Hudson River j u s t  ye t ,  but I 'd l i k e  t o  explore a l i t t l e  
b i t  the question about the  media. Do you ever f e e l  that the club 
and any of the  media got a t  cross  purposes? That is ,  do you 
r e c a l l  any instances where you f e l t  that the  club was being 
unfa i r ly  e i t h e r  reported upon o r  ed i to r ia l i zed  upon? 

A .  Forsyth: 	 Not by the  Times. 

Ingram: 	 Well, by anybody a s  f a r  a s  t h a t  a rea  i s  concerned. 

A .  	 Forsyth: Some of the  o ther  papers took digs a t  the  S ie r ra  Club, a s  a 
do-gooder organization--that s o r t  of comment. 

Ingram: 	 But nothing on any pa r t i cu l a r  i ssue that you r e c a l l ?  

A.  Forsyth: 	 Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  no. 

Ingram: 	 That caused you trouble,  f e a r  and trembling? 

A.  	 Forsyth: No. We had p r e t t y  good r e l a t i ons  with the  broadcast media. I 
was invi ted once o r  twice t o  appear on interviews, a t e lev i s ion  
interview once and a couple of radio  Znterviews. The club always 
came off  p r e t t y  wel l  on those. The club was p r e t t y  well  received 
i n  the  media there ,  It would almost always be described a s  a 
California-based organization,  I remember t ha t .  
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Was t h e r e  eve r  any feel ing--I  don ' t  mean on your p a r t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
--that maybe the t h i n g  t o  do was t o  form a s e p a r a t e ,  ano the r ,  
e a s t e r n  o rgan iza t ion?  Did the f e e l i n g  ever  g e t  ve ry  i n t e n s e  i n  
t h a t  way? 

No. There w a s  a l i t t l e  t a l k  about t h a t ,  b u t  i t  never  amounted 
t o  anything.  

Like New York Ci ty  t a l k i n g  about  seceding  from New York s t a t e .  

Something l i k e  t h a t ,  ye s .  There were some of our  younger, 
hotheaded members who f e l t  t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  wasn ' t  g iv ing  u s  a 
f a i r  shake i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club, and t h a t  we ought t o  form a 
new S i e r r a  Club o r  something i n  New York, b u t  i t  never  amounted 
t o  anything.  

il il 

I suppose t h e  p o i n t  was t h a t  i n  t h e  Eas t  t h e r e  a r e  a g r e a t  many 
o rgan iza t ions  anyway. I f  you want t o  j o i n  another  one, t h e r e  
a r e  l o t s  t o  j o i n .  % 

Well, t h e r e  w e r e  none l i k e  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. 

Do you mean t h a t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of being m i l i t a n t ?  

M i l i t a n t ,  and w i t h  a scope of i n t e r e s t s .  Nearly a l l  t h e  o t h e r  
o rgan iza t ions  were l i k e  t h e  ADK that I mentioned; t h e  Adirondack 
Mountain Club 's  s o l e  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was t h e  Adirondack 
a r e a .  And t h e  Appalachian Mountain Club, whose s o l e  i n t e r e s t  w a s  
t h e  h ik ing  t r a i l s  and t h e  h u t s ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
p a r t  of t h e  count ry .  There w a s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of Long I s l a n d  
t h a t  was s t r i c t l y  Long I s l a n d .  The Audubon Socie ty  a t  t h e  time 
was n o t  i n t o  conserva t ion  work t o  any e x t e n t .  It was t h e  n a t i o n a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of o r n i t h o l o g i s t s  and b i r d  l o v e r s .  It became ve ry  
a c t i v e  dur ing  t h a t  time. There were some mighty f i n e  people,  
Char les  Callison-- 

Baker was t h e  head, p r e s i d e n t  emer i tus  wh i l e  w e  w e r e  t h e r e .  
E l v i s  Stahr-- 

Now h e ' s  r e t i r e d ,  

Is he? 

That r a i s e s  another  ques t ion .  We've t a lked  about t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
wi th  ADK over  the Adirondack i s s u e ,  which turned  o u t  t o  be  very  
u s e f u l .  Can you. r e c a l l  any o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  when coopera t ion  w i t h  
o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  was a n  important  p a r t  of some a c t i v i t y ?  
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Y e s .  We had a  committee of t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter on w i l d l i f e .  
It was headed by a  doc to r ,  a  medical doc to r ,  He was given t o  
sounding o f f  ve ry  vehemently about  hun te r s .  He c a l l e d  hunt ing 
a  macho th ing ,  t h a t  k i l l i n g  a n  animal w a s  a way of  proving one ' s  
manhood and t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing .  He publ ished a n e w s l e t t e r ,  
l a r g e l y  a t  h i s  own expense, I think--I d o n F t  r e c a l l  t h e  chap te r  
be ing  c a l l e d  upon t o  pay f o r  it--and he  w a s  s o  v o c i f e r o u s  about  
what r a s c a l s  t h e s e  h u n t e r s  were t h a t  I had t o  c a l l  him on i t .  
I opposed h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  kind of r a b i d  m a t e r i a l .  I 
s a i d ,  "Tone i t  down. You can p r o t e c t  w i l d l i f e  wi thout  condemning 
a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  who l i k e  t o  hunt." Ray Sherwin was p r e s i d e n t  
of t h e  c lub  a t  t h e  t ime,  and h e  l i k e d  t o  go duck hun t ing ,  Wlien 
h e  heard about  t h i s ,  he  became much concerned about  i t .  The 
doc tor  telephoned Ray and put  i n  h i s  e a r  t h a t  I was t r y i n g  t o  
s t o p  t h e  w i l d l i f e  movement and so  f o r t h .  Ray simply rep laced  
him w i t h  a man from Trenton,  New J e r s e y ,  a n  A t l a n t i c  Chapter 
member who is s t i l l  t h e  head of t h e  w i l d l i f e  committee and a 
very  f i n e  w i l d l i f e  e n t h u s i a s t ,  

But t h e  p o i n t  w a s  a t  t h a t  t ime we were t r y i n g  t o  o rgan ize  
suppor t  f o r  t h e  Adirondack Park Agency and t h e  p l a n  which t h e  
temporary s tudy  commission had come up with.  One of our  a l l i e s  
i n  t h i s ,  one wi thout  which we could have made no progress  a t  
a l l ,  w a s  t h e  Conservat ion Council  qf New York. I t h i n k  that's 
t h e  name t h a t  w a s  used. They had a membership of  about  a 
hundred thousand a g a i n s t  our  S i e r r a  Club chapter  membership 
of about  e i g h t  thousand. We had t o  have t h e i r  suppor t .  But 
they .were  a l l  hun te r s .  This  w a s  t h e  o l d  field-and-stream type  
of conse rva t ion  o rgan iza t ion .  I n  o rde r  t o  keep good r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  them, I simply had t o  s t o p  t h i s  kind of p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  doc tor  w a s  p u t t i n g  ou t .  And we go t  t h e i r  suppor t .  Met w i th  
t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  a number of t imes ,  on  t h e  counci l .  

It w a s  about  that t ime t h a t  t h e  c lub  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l i s t i n g  
endangered spec i e s .  Gary Soucie and h i s  w i fe  were l i s t i n g  t h e s e  
th ings .  This was always brought up a t  meetings. So I t h i n k  
your doctor-- this  w a s  a n  o f f s h o o t  of t h a t  a c t i v i t y  somewhat, 
wasn' t i t ?  

Yes, i t  was a con t inua t ion  of t h a t .  He r a t h e r  took i t  over  
and formed h i s  own group. He d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  chapter  ex 
com a t  a l l ;  he  w a s  running h i s  own show. He was a g r e a t  
e n t h u s i a s t ,  ve ry  e f f e c t i v e  and ve ry  a r t i c u l a t e .  And h e  w a s  
t h r e a t e n i n g  ou r  p o l i t i c a l  suppor t  f o r  t h e  Adirondacks. But we 
d id  have t h a t  suppor t  from those  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

You were i n  a s p e c i a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter i n  t h e  
s e n s e  t h a t  you had, i n  your c i t y ,  a paid member of t h e  s t a f f .  
The ques t ion  of vo lun tee r - s t a f f  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  sixties--maybe 



Ingram: still--was a very vexing one. So maybe you could t a l k  a l i t t l e  
b i t  about your r e l a t i o n s  with Gary Soucie, who was the e a s t e r n  
represen ta t ive  a t  t h a t  time, how he did  h i s  work and how he 
worked wi th  t h e  chapter  and so on? 

A. Forsyth: Gary spent  about seventeen hours a day working on t h i s ;  he  was a 
very hard-working guy. Very e f f e c t i v e ,  h e  was wel l  l iked  by 
everybody; I don't  know a s i n g l e  enemy t h a t  Gary had. H e  could 
g e t  along with everybody. He was exce l l en t  with press  r e l a t i o n s  
and a very e f f e c t i v e  represen ta t ive .  H e  s p l i t  off  from t h e  
S i e r r a  Club and became the  FOE represen ta t ive  i n  New York. And 
then l a t e r ,  a f t e r  another couple of years of seventeen-hour days 
and no p r i v a t e  l i f e ,  he got out  of t h a t  and went i n t o  free-lance 
wr i t ing .  He l i v e s  up i n  Connecticut now. Gary was a tower of 
s t r e n g t h  there .  We d id  have o the r  r epresen ta t ives ,  but he i s  the  
only one t h a t  I can remember. 

Ingram: The person who followed him-- 

A. Forsyth: Oh, yes. Pe te r  Bor re l l i .  He was a very e f f e c t i v e  worker and 
handled the  press very w e l l .  But he wasn't the  s t imula t ing type: 
he d i d n ' t  have t h e  bounce t h a t  Gary had. H e  was a more methodi- 
c a l  worker, a very good w r i t e r .  H e  l e f t  the  S i e r r a  Club and went 
t o  the  C a t s k i l l  Development Conservation Association t h a t  
Gar re t t  Chase organized up i n  the  C a t s k i l l s  there .  Now I th ink 
he ' s  of f  with The s t a t e  department of conservation. I bel ieve  
t h a t ' s  temporary. I th ink  when he l e f t  he re ,  he  s a i d  he'd be 
back wi th  the  C a t s k i l l  group. 

Ingram: When Gary w a s  working those f i r s t  years  a s  eas te rn  representa t ive ,  
he was e s s e n t i a l l y  developing t h e  o f f i c e .  Did he work through 
the  volunteer  organizat ion on conservation mat ters  o r  did he 
replace  them? 

A. Forsyth: He l ed  us by t h e  hand. He did a l o t  of s t imula t ing  work with 
t h e  volunteers and spent  an awful l o t  of h i s  time j u s t  i n s t r u c t i n g  
them and informing them and s t imula t ing  them. Gary near ly  always 
at tended the  chapter  ex com meetings. Pe te r  sometimes did and 
sometimes d idn ' t ,  but  Gary was almost always there .  You remember 
h i s  bounce and h i s  enthusiasm and h i s  picturesque speech. Gary 
was a r e a l  f i r e b a l l .  

Ingram: Did he dominate? 
say? 

Was everybody wai t ing  f o r  whatever he had t o  

A.  Forsyth: No, I dont.t  think so.  He had t h e  r i g h t  d u t i e s  t o  the  San Francisco 
o f f i c e  t h a t  he always put f i r s t ,  but  he  could have very e a s i l y  
s a i d  "I'm t h e  s t a f f  r epresen ta t ive ,  and t h i s  is your organization.: 
Keep me ou t  of it." He never d id  that.. H e  t r i e d  t o  s t imula te  
t h e  group t o  work with him a s  much a s  possible,  H e  was g rea t .  



A .  	Forsyth:  L e t  m e  t e l l  you a s t o r y  about  t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n  New York C i t y  
as I knew i t .  I mentioned t h e  conse rva t ion  c o m i t t e e  t h a t  t h e  
Bar Assoc ia t ion  c rea t ed .  Dave S ive  was t h e  f i r s t  chairman. We 
he ld  a j o i n t  meeting w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  committee of t h e  
Bar Assoc ia t ion .  This  was a t  a t i m e  when t h e  power p l a n t  s i t i n g  
a c t  was b e f o r e  t h e  l eg i s l a tu re - - the  one-shot s i t i n g  procedure. 
There w e r e  a number of i s s u e s  on which t h e  conserva t ion  committee 
of t h e  b a r  was a t  odds w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  commission. 
They had a j o i n t  meeting one n i g h t ,  and I remember one of t h e  
u t i l i t y  lawyers--hell  of a n i c e  guy, b i g  c o r d i a l ,  f r i e n d l y  guy, 
b u t  e n t i r e l y  p r o - u t i l i t y .  That was h i s  j ob ,  and h e  d id  i t  
we l l .  He go t  up and complained t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  were 
be ing  u n f a i r l y  a t t acked  by c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s .  They were a t  such 
a d isadvantage  t o  have t o  f a c e  t h e s e  o rgan iza t ions  w i t h  unl imi ted  
f i n a n c i a l  r e sou rces  l i k e  t h e  S i e r r a  Club. [ laughs]  Dave Sive , 

and I looked a t  each o t h e r  and t r i e d  t o  suppress  l a u g h t e r .  

That was a n o t  uncommon view of t h e  S i e r r a  Club, t h a t  i t  
w a s  a b i g ,  mono l i th i c ,  h igh ly  f inanced  organization--powerful 
and s o  f o r t h .  That w a s  a t  t h e  t i m e  when we were contemplat ing 
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  and bankruptcy o r  something--financial c r i s e s  
t h a t  would c o n t i n u a l l y  a r i s e .  But t h e  p u b l i c  image of t h e  
S i e r r a  Club a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  t h a t  i t  was a very  powerful organiza-  
t i o n .  

Ingram: 	 Well, of course ,  i n  a s ense  it was, 

A .  Forsyth:  	 It was c e r t a i n l y  powerful f a r  beyond i ts resources .  

Ingram: 	 That ' s  r i g h t .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  maybe what fooled  people,  th inking  
t h e r e  w a s  a d i r e c t  connect ion between d o l l a r s  spen t  and r e s u l t s .  
I n  t h i s  ca se ,  t h e r e  i s n t t .  Fo r tuna te ly ,  

I wanted t o  cover  a ques t ion  t h a t  has  t o  do wi th  New York 
a s  a kind of melting-pot.  There have been i n  t h e  c l u b ' s  h i s t o r y  
i n c i d e n t s  of one s o r t  o r  ano the r  t h a t  have t o  do w i t h  m i n o r i t i e s  
and of cou r se  i t  is gene ra l ly  considered t o  be  a n  upper-middle- 
c l a s s w h f t e ,  e tc . , .  o rgan iza t ion .  Can you d e s c r i b e  any of t h e  
e f f o r t s  dur ing  your time, s u c c e s s f u l  o r  o therwise ,  t h a t  have 
t o  do wi th  m i n o r i t i e s  and wi th  t h e  involvement of women i n  t h e  
chap te r?  

A .  	Forsyth:  Yes. A t  about  t h e  time of t h e  Watts f r a c a s  i n  Los Angeles,  t h e r e  
was a good d e a l  of  i n t e r e s t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  i n t e r e s t  m i n o r i t i e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  b l acks  and Puer to  Ricans i n  t h e  New York a r e a  
i n  conserva t ion  issues--urban conserva t ion  was one th ing ,  and 
e f f o r t s  were made t o  o rgan ize  h i k e s ,  S i e r r a  Club-sponsored h i k e s ,  
f o r  g h e t t o  members. There w a s  a b l ack  member of congress  who 
w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t ,  and we had some con tac t  w i t h  him. 



I n  g r  am: 

A. Forsyth:  

Ingram: 

A. Forsy th :  

Ingram: 

M. Forsy th :  

A. Forsy th :  

Ingram: 

A. Forsyth:  

Was h e  a member of t h e  n a t i o n a l  Congress? 

Nat iona l  Congress. There was i n t e r e s t  shown, b u t  no th ing  eve r  
came of  i t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  were one o r  two h i k e s  organized ,  b u t  
there were problems of c l u b  in su rance  which go t  i n  t h e  way of  
this. We had t o  bus them o u t  of New York C i t y  t o  a n  area o u t  i n  
Westchester  County, n e a r  Rockland, o r  somewhere, The arrangements  
were d i f f i c u l t  t o  make. I t h i n k  t h e  whole p r o j e c t  j u s t  s o r t  of 
d i ed  a n a t u r a l  dea th .  W e  never  d i d  o rgan ize  t h a t .  We t r i e d ,  
b u t  t h e  r e c e p t i v i t y  on  the o t h e r  s i d e  was doubt fu l .  

What about  as f a r  a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of women's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
c lub  a f f a i r s ?  I donrt recall t h a t  eve r  be ing  a n  issue--

No. I would s a y  t h a t  more t han  a m a j o r i t y  of ou r  a c t i v e  workers 
i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chapter were women. 

Did you. ever  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was any problem, Mary, as f a r  a s  
women having a vo i ce?  

s 


None a t  a l l .  

Some of ou r  b e s t  workers  and c e r t a i n l y  l e a d e r s  [were women]. 

New York Conservat ion I s s u e s :  C e n t r a l  Park ,  S t a t e n  I s l a n d  
Expressway, New York-Westchester Walkway, Storm King 

We mentioned urban conse rva t ion ;  j u s t  about  these y e a r s ,  '67 o r  
something l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e  c lub  brought  o u t  t h e  book on Cen t r a l  
Park. Was C e n t r a l  Pa rk  a c l u b  i s s u e ?  Was t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  
was c u r r e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

C e n t r a l  Park  w a s  a lways a concern of the New York people ,  There 
was a p r o j e c t  f o r  r e p l a c i n g  p o l i c e  s t a b l e s  from an a r e a  j u s t  
o u t s i d e  t h e  pa rk  t o  p u t t i n g  an  underground s t a b l e s  i n  t h e  park. 
Many of our  members who were b i r d  l o v e r s  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  who s p e n t  
much t i m e  i n  t h e  pa rk  i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s ,  took t h i s  on a s  
an  i s s u e  and were ve ry  v o c i f e r o u s  about  i t .  Rick H a r r i s ,  the 
ca r tog raphe r ,  l e d  that f i g h t .  S i e r r a  Club w a s  i n  t h e  newspapers 
f r e q u e n t l y  on t h a t  pa rk - s t ab l e s  i s s u e .  

And about  that t i m e ,  I rece ived  a ca l l  i n  my o f f i c e  one 
a f t e rnoon .  from a newspaper r e p o r t e r ,  I don ' t  recall  h i s  name, 
b u t  he s a i d  he w a s  from th.e New York 'Times, and would I comment 
on t h e  p roposa l  t o  b u i l d  a new wing on t h e  Met ropol i tan  Museum.. 
This was t o  go i n  the p a r k  and t a k e  up some more. pa rk  l and .  I 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































