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FOREWORD 

. . . t h e  human ego . . . l e a r n s  t h a t  
t h e  w o r l d ,  s u p p o s e d l y  made f o r  i ts  
en joyment ,  h a s  e x i s t e d  f o r  u n t o l d  e o n s  
e n t i r e l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  i ts  coming. 
The c h i l l  v a p o r s  o f  t i m e  and s p a c e  a r e  
b e g i n n i n g  t o  f i l t e r  under  t h e  c l o s e d  
door  o f  t h e  human i n t e l l e c t .  

--Loren E i s e l e y  

Gordon Robinson,  t h e  door  o f  whose i n t e l l e c t  h a s  
remained a b i t  a j a r ,  is t h e  man Les  P e n g e l l y  would c a s t  
i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  f o r e s t  r e f o r m e r .  I t  is L e s ,  Montanan and 
c u r r e n t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y ,  who s a i d  
" s e l e c t i v e  l o g g i n g  means you select  a  mounta in  and you 
l o g  i t"  and who d e s c r i b e d  Smokey t h e  Bear  a s  Anthro-  
pomorphous u r s i n i t y .  

I t  was p r o v i d e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club was r e a d y  
f o r  Gordon Robinson when h e  was r e a d y  f o r  i t .  I t  w i l l  
a l s o  b e  p r o v i d e n t i a l  when t h e  day comes, a s  i t  w i l l ,  when 
a s t u l t i f i e d  p ro fess ion- -which  v i e s  w i t h  economics f o r  
t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  Dismal S c i e n c e - - l e t s  some o f  h i s  l i g h t  
i n t o  i t s  t h i n k i n g .  On t h e  day t h i s  happens ,  a f r e s h  
b r e e z e  w i l l  blow,. and  t h e  d e c r e p i t ,  o ld -g rowth ,  snag-
t o p p e d ,  widow-maker t rees  w i l l  wave g r a c e f u l l y  i n  i t .  
They g o t  where t h e y  a r e ,  a s  t h e i r  c o u n t l e s s  g e n e r a t i o n s  
o f  a n c e s t o r s  d i d ,  and  a s  t h e i r  progeny s t i l l  may, b e c a u s e  
t h e i r  DNA knows what f o r e s t r y  s c h o o l s  d o n ' t  t e a c h .  The 
trees g o t  h e r e  somehow, u n a i d e d  by f o r e s t e r s ,  and  w e  a r e  
g r a t e f u l .  

These  l i n e s  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  Gordon a r e  in -
f lammatory  and  a r e  meant t o  b e  s o .  C o n v e n t i o n a l  Wisdom 
Sawlog F o r e s t r y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e y  b e  w r i t t e n ,  e x p l a i n e d ,  
u n d e r l i n e d ,  and  r e i t e r a t e d .  I t  is  h a r d  t o  imag ine  any 
o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  t h a t  h a s  been  t r a v e l i n g  s o  l o n g  a n d  
c o v e r e d  s o  l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e .  F o r e s t s ,  o f  a l l  r e s o u r c e s ,  
s h o u l d  i n s p i r e  long- range  t h i n k i n g .  F o r e s t s  s h o u l d  nur-  
t u r e ,  i n  f o r e s t  s t e w a r d s ,  a f o r e s t  e t h i c ,  a s y s t e m  of  
t a b o o s ,  i f  need b e ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  f o r e s t s  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
a t r u s t ,  n o t  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c u t  and g e t  o u t ,  l e a v i n g  
t h e  c a r n a g e  a r t f u l l y  d i s g u i s e d .  The f o r e s t r y  p r o f e s s i o n  
migh t  have  been  c u s t o d i a n s  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  e t h i c ,  b u t  
a l t h o u g h  t h e y  h e a r d  t h e  a d v i c e  of  a few grea ts - -Aldo 
Leopold  among them--they s p e e d i l y  d i s m i s s e d  i t .  



These  are  angry  l i n e s  p e r h a p s  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
are w r i t t e n  j u s t  a f t e r  a b r i e f  f l i g h t  o v e r  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  
nonsense  o f  v a s t  and ever -expand ing  c l e a r c u t s  on s t e e p  
s l o p e s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  Nor th  Cascades .  They a l s o  f o l l o w  
c l o s e  on t h e  l a t e s t  i n  a l o n g  ser ies  of  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  
t i m b e r  e n g i n e e r s  t o  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  t h e i r  work. The 
c h a l l e n g e ,  which I have  made y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  is  f o r  
someone i n  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  i n  f o r e s t r y  s c h o o l s ,  o r  
i n  f o r e s t  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  r e v e a l  w h a t ,  i f  a n y ,  comprehens ive  
r e s e a r c h  t h e y  a r e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  on t h e  e f f e c t s  of  f o r e s t  
monoculture--of  i n f e c t i o u s  m o n o c u l t u r o s i s .  There  h a s  been  
no r e s p o n s e  t o  p l e a  a f t e r  p l e a  t h a t  someone would a t  l o n g  
l a s t  s a y  i f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  was i n d e e d  s t u d y i n g  t h e  matter--
e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  d a n g e r s  t o  t h e  U.S. f o r e s t s  t h a t  mono-
c u l t u r e  p o s e s ,  o r  d o e s n ' t  p o s e  i f  I a m  wrong and n a t u r a l  
s y s t e m s  a re  o n l y  i n  t h e  way. That  s i l e n c e  bodes  ill f o r  
t h e  hopes  o f  anyone who b e l i e v e s  t h a t  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  
d e s e r v e  f o r e s t s  as f i n e  as o u r s  were when I s t a r t e d  look-  
i n g  a t  them s i x t y  y e a r s  ago ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  were as p l a g u e d  
by i n s e n s i t i v e  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  a s  t h e y  are  now--prac t i ces  
i n  wanton v i o l a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  t r u s t .  

A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  f o r e s t e r s  i n  t h e  S e r v i c e ,  th.e g r a d u a t e  
s c h o o l s ,  and  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a r e  n o t  c u r i o u s  a b o u t  t h e  long-  
r a n g e  e f f e c t s  o f  m o n o c u l t u r e ,  b u t  Gordon Robinson i s .  H e  
h a s  been  l o o k i n g  i n t o  i t ;  b u t  i t  i s  a l o n e l y  v i g i l .  

F o r  h i s  v i g i l a n c e ,  f o r  h i s  h o n e s t y ,  f o r  h i s  w i l l -
i n g n e s s  t o  s p e a k  o u t ,  f o r  h i s  demand t h a t  e x c e l l e n t  
f o r e s t r y  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  shabby f o r e s t r y ,  w e  c a n  b e  
g r a t e f u l ,  and s o  c a n  t h e  t rees.  But h e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s o  
l o n e l y  i n  h i s  work. We c a n  p r a y  t h a t  h i s  v i s i o n  and p e r -  
s i s t e n c e  w i l l  b r i n g  a b o u t  a new g e n e r a t i o n  o f  f o r e s t e r s ,  
p r e p a r e d  t o  r ea l i ze  t h a t  t h e y  have  done enough harm a l -
r e a d y ,  and w i t h  enough Robinson ian  c o u r a g e  t o  t r a v e l  a 
new, g e n t l e r  p a t h ,  n o t  t h e  o l d  swa th  t h r o u g h  American 
f o r e s t s .  

David R .  Brower 
A p r i l  1979 



PREFACE 

Gordon Robinson h a s  " t h e  c o u r a g e  of  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n s . "  
A k i n d ,  f r i e n d l y  m a n , h e  n o n e t h e l e s s  t e l l s  h i s  s t o r y  i n  
a f o r t h r i g h t ,  l e t - the -ch ips - fa l l -where - they-may  f a s h i o n .  
E x p r e s s i v e  and a r t i c u l a t e ,  h i s  s e n t e n c e s  f l o w  r e a d i l y  
i n t o  p a r a g r a p h s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by s p o n t a n e o u s  l a u g h t e r  and 
p u n c t u a t e d  w i t h  booming e x c l a m a t i o n s  and i n t r o s p e c t i v e  
n e a r - w h i s p e r s .  The i n t e r v i e w e r ' s  j o b  was e a s y ;  t u r n  on 
t h e  r e c o r d e r  and keep  s t i l l ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  
nudge of  Gordon ' s  memory. 

T h i s  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Gordon Robinson t e l l s  u s  much 
o f  t h e  man--and of  t h e  S i e r r a  Club.  I t  d e s c r i b e s  e v e n t s ,  
e x p l a i n s  i s s u e s ,  and o f f e r s  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  i m p o r t a n t  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  I t  a l s o  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  c l u b ' s  Robinson- 
l i k e  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e ,  f o r  i ts  h i s t o r y  commit tee  h a s  been  
g i v e n  t h e  c h a r g e  t o  " t e l l  it l i k e  i t  was . "  T h i s  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  program is c l e a r l y  t h e  b e s t  s u p p o r t e d  
by any c o n s e r v a t i o n  g roup  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  

The i n t e r v i e w  was c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h r e e  s e s s i o n s  s p o t -  
t e d  o v e r  a y e a r .  The f i r s t  s e s s i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  
t e l e v i s i o n  s t u d i o  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f . C a l i f o r n i a ,  S a n t a  
Cruz ,  on  September 20,  1977.  Both o f  u s  w e r e  a b i t  
i n t i m i d a t e d  by t h e  s t e r i l e  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  b r i g h t  l i g h t s ,  
and t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s - - s i x t y  s c h e d u l e d  m i n u t e s  r a n  i n t o  
seventy--and w e  w e r e n ' t  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d .  W e  soon became 
immersed i n  t h e  t o p i c s  a t  hand ,  however,  and t h e  s e s s i o n  
went w e l l .  

The g o a l  of  making t h e  v i d e o  s e s s i o n  comple te  i n  
i t s e l f  r e q u i r e d  f r a m i n g  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  would p r o d u c e  a 
c r o s s  s e c t i o n  of  Gordon 's  s u b s t a n t i a l  i m p a c t s  on con-
s e r v a t i o n  a f f a i r s .  F o r  t h e  s a k e  of  o v e r a l l  c o n t i n u i t y ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  h a s  been  woven i n t o  t h e  
o t h e r  two. The v i d e o  t a p e  is p a r t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
r e c o r d  and is h e l d  by t h e  F o r e s t  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y , ,  S a n t a  
Cruz ,, C a l i f o r n i a .  

The s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  on F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1978 ,  t o o k  p l a c e  
i n  t h e  Robinson home i n  T i b u r o n ,  a h a l f  h o u r  n o r t h  o f  
San F r a n c i s c o .  Rambling a r c h i t e c t u r e  t y p i c . a l  of  p o s t w a r ,  
suburban  C a l i f o r n i a  f r o n t s  on a  q u i e t  s t r e e t  and o v e r l o o k s  
a c o m f o r t a b l e  y a r d - - p a t i o ,  l awn ,  v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n ,  f l o w e r s ,  
f r u i t  t r e e s .  S i t t i n g  a t  t h e  dining-room t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  
t a p e  r e c o r d e r  between u s ,  w e  c o u l d  watch  h i s  n e i g h b o r ' s  
p e t  c h i c k e n s  hop t h e  back  f e n c e  t o  h u n t  s n a i l s  and bugs-- 
n a t u r a l  p e s t  r emovers ,  Gordon would comment. P a i n t i n g s ,  



s c u l p t u r e ,  b o o k s ,  and g u i t a r s  were i n  ample e v i d e n c e  from 
room t o  room, and  l u n c h  was Gordon ' s  homemade l e e k  s o u p .  
A p l e a s a n t  day and a s u b s t a n t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

Back i n  S a n t a  Cruz  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  t a p i n g  on O c t o b e r  3 ,  
1978,  w e  s a t  t h i s  t i m e  a t  my dining-room t a b l e .  By now w e  
were f a s t  f r i e n d s  and f u l l y  r e laxed- - too  r e l a x e d ,  some 
w i l l  f e e l ,  b e c a u s e  I b r o k e  t h e  r u l e s  of  o r a l  h i s t o r y  t i m e  
and a g a i n  by i n t e r j e c t i n g  o p i n i o n s  and swapping s t o r i e s .  
Supposedly  t h i s  was t o  be Gordon 's  i n t e r v i e w .  The e d i -  
t o r i a l  p r o c e s s  a l l o w s  i n t e r v i e w e r s  ample o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
c o v e r  up t h e i r  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s ,  a s  I s t r o n g l y  s u s p e c t  t h a t  
many d o ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of  c l e a r l y  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  t e r r a i n  
s u r r o u n d i n g  Gordon ' s  a n s w e r s ,  my b i t s  o f  v a n i t y  r e m a i n .  
I t  was s t i l l  a good s e s s i o n .  

The Texas l a w s u i t  t o  p r e v e n t  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  c l e a r c u t s ,  
a h o t  t o p i c  t h a t  was e v o l v i n g  d u r i n g  a l l  t h r e e  s e s s i o n s ,  is  
c o v e r e d  i n  C h a p t e r  6 .  We p i c k e d  up t h e  t h r e a d  each  t i m e  
and b r o u g h t  t h e  s t o r y  up t o  d a t e .  Merging t h e  t h r e e  b i t s  
i n t o  o n e  c h a p t e r  might  have  been  smoother  had a l l  v e r b s  
been  e d i t e d  i n t o  a g r e e i n g  t e n s e s .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  two major  
segments  remain  i n t a c t ,  and a r e  d a t e d  on p a g e s  8 5  and 99 
t o  a i d  t h e  r e a d e r .  

The m a t t e r  of  e d i t i n g  d e s e r v e s  comment, f o r  t h e r e  
a r e  s c h o o l s  o f  t h o u g h t .  The t e x t  h a s  been  e d i t e d  a s  
l i g h t l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e t a i n  s p o n t a n e i t y ,  o n e  of  t h e  
most v a l u a b l e  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  an  i n t e r v i e w .  Gordon 's  op in -  
i o n s ,  r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  
a c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  f o r m a t ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  
word c a n  i m p e r f e c t l y  convey.  He is  an accompl i shed  a u t h o r ,  
and had h e  w r i t t e n  t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  s y n t a x  and s u b s t a n c e  
would undoub ted ly  d i f f e r .  But t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  is p r e c i s e l y  
t h e  p o i n t ;  a n  o r a l  i n t e r v i e w  is j u s t  t h a t ,  and t h e  r e a d e r  
s h o u l d  u s e  i t  a c c o r d i n g l y .  F o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  Gordon made 
a l m o s t  no changes  i n  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t ,  e x c e p t  t o  add an 
o c c a s i o n a l  c l a r i f y i n g  p h r a s e  o r  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  t r a n s c r i b e r ' s  
i n f r e q u e n t  e r r o r s .  A s  a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  Gordon Robinson h a s  
t h e  c o u r a g e  of  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  and he  s t a n d s  by what h e  
s a y s .  

T h i s  v e r y  q u a l i t y  o f  s e l f - a s s u r a n c e  domina tes  
Gordon ' s  comments and e x p l a i n s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  how 
h e  h a s  s e c u r e d  a  p l a c e  f o r  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  con-
s e r v a t i o n .  Compact i n  s t a t u r e  b u t  f u l l - s i z e d  i n  f o r c e  of  
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  h e  h a s  s t o o d  t o e  t o  t o e  w i t h  b e v i e s  o f  e x p e r t s  
who espoused  c o n t r a r y  v i e w s .  And i f  a s i d e  backed down, 
i t  was n o t  Gordon ' s .  

A David  and  G o l i a t h  compar ison is a b i t  t o o  s l i c k ,  
b u t  a p t  n o n e t h e l e s s .  The s i m i l e  works w e l l  f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club,  t o o ,  where a f r a c t i o n  of 1 p e r c e n t  o f  o u r  p o p u l a t i o n  



t u g s ,  w i t h  vengeance  i t  must seem t o  some, a t  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
d r i f t i n g  r e s o u r c e  p o l i c i e s .  Gordon was a n a t u r a l  c h o i c e  
t o  b e  t h e  c l u b ' s  c o n s u l t a n t ,  a f t e r  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  
t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  was needed t o  b o l s t e r  i t s  f o r e s t r y  
t a c t i c s .  

Gordon ' s  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  David Brower,  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  
Edgar Wayburn, and r e s p e c t  f o r  Michael  McCloskey l i n k  him 
c l o s e l y  t o  t h e s e  t h r e e  g i a n t s  o f  r e c e n t  S i e r r a  Club h i s -  
t o r y .  Tha t  a f o r e s t e r ,  f o l l o w i n g  n e a r l y  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  of  
employment i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ,  would become an i n t i m a t e  
t o  t h e  c l u b ' s  i n n e r  c i rc les  s p e a k s  t o  Gordon ' s  commitment 
of  p u r p o s e  and t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  pragmat ism.  What 
seems a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e  t o  have  been a s t r a n g e  a l l i a n c e  
q u i c k l y  becomes a n  o b v i o u s  team-- loosely  c o o r d i n a t e d  a t  
t i m e s - - f i e l d i n g  s t a r s  t h a t  a r e  a b l e  t o  work t o g e t h e r  t o  
a c h i e v e  common g o a l s .  These  g o a l s  h a v e  been of  g r e a t  
impor tance  t o  Gordon, b u t  h i s  o f t e n  s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  t o  
r e a c h  them a r e  o n l y  p a r t i a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  i n t e r -  
view. A document a s  p e r s o n a l  a s  t h i s  one  can  b e  f u l l y  
w a r r a n t e d  o n l y  i f  t h e  man h i m s e l f  merits i t - - and  Gordon 
d o e s .  

H a r o l d  R .  S t e e n  
A p r i l  1979 



EARLY LIFE AND GROWTH OF A PERSONAL PHILOSOPHY 

H a r o l d  S t e e n :  L e t ' s  go  back t o  where you were b o r n ;  
t i m e ,  p l a c e ,  and d a t e .  

Gordon Robinson:  I was b o r n  i n  Vancouver,  B r i t i s h  
Columbia,  i n  1911. My p a r e n t s  w e r e  American 
c i t i z e n s ,  b u t  my f a t h e r  was an  e n g i n e e r ,  and h e  
was l i v i n g  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  My mother  d i e d  
when I was f i v e .  

I had a s t e p m o t h e r  who was a n  Englishwoman, 
a v e r y  s tr ict  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n .  We had some m a j o r  
b a t t l e s  when I was v e r y  s m a l l .  I remember one  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  She  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I had t o  b e  b a p t i z e d  
i n  t h e  Church of England o r  I would n e v e r  go t o  
heaven .  So s h e  d ragged  me, k i c k i n g  and s c r e a m i n g ,  
t o  b e  b a p t i z e d  i n  t h i s  c h u r c h .  

They i n s i s t e d  i n  p u t t i n g  a l a c e  f r o c k  on me, 
which was t e r r i b l y  e m b a r r a s s i n g .  I remember I b i t  
t h e  p r e a c h e r ,  b u t  he  went t h r o u g h  t h e  ceremony and 
b a p t i z e d  m e  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  F a t h e r  and t h e  Son 
and t h e  Holy Ghos t .  [Laughs] I ' m  s u r p r i s e d  he  
d i d n ' t  s a y ,  "You l i t t l e  son-of -a -b i t ch !"  
[Laugh te r ]  H e  p r o b a b l y  d i d  u n d e r  h i s  b r e a t h .  

They i n s i s t e d  on m e  g o i n g  t o  t h e i r  dumb 
Sunday S c h o o l ,  t o o ,  and s h e  gave  m e  a l i t t l e  c a r d  
w i t h  a p i c t u r e  o f  J e s u s  on i t ,  w i t h  h i s  f l o w i n g  
r o b e s  and h a l o  and a l l  t h i s  s t u f f ,  and i t  s a i d  a t  
t h e  bo t tom,  " S u f f e r ,  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  come u n t o  
m e . "  I remember a s k i n g  my s t e p m o t h e r  why t h e y  
wanted l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  t o  s u f f e r .  She t h o u g h t  I 
m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  i t ,  b u t  s h e  was q u i t e  wrong. 

But anyhow, we g o t  o f f  t o  t h a t  k i n d  of  
s t a r t .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  s h e  d i e d  a b o u t  two y e a r s  
l a t e r .  [Laughs] So from t h e r e  o n ,  I - -we l l ,  I 
w a s  a lways  p r e t t y  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  b u t  I had t o  f i g h t  
my way, p r e t t y  much. My n e x t  s t e p m o t h e r  w a s  an 
I r i s h  C a t h o l i c  woman. 



Of c o u r s e ,  I w a s  a c h i l d  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  up 
t h e r e .  Our house  i n  Vancouver w a s  on two and 
a h a l f  a c r e s  t h a t  m y ' f a t h e r  had b o u g h t ,  v i r g i n  
f o r e s t  a b o u t  ha l fway  from Vancouver,  t o  New 
W e s t m i n s t e r .  They c l e a r e d  o n e  acre and b u i l t  
a house  on i t .  

S t e e n :  What w a s  h i s  o c c u p a t i o n ?  

Robinson:  H e  w a s  an e n g i n e e r .  H e  was c h i e f  e n g i n e e r  
f o r  t h e  B.C. E l e c t r i c  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  which i s  t h e  
Vancouver e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  PG&E h e r e .  H e  went 
i n t o  b u s i n e s s  f o r  h i m s e l f  and f a i l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
F i r s t  World War. That  r e s u l t e d  i n  u s  moving 
down h e r e .  

S t e e n :  H e  w a s  a c o l l e g e - t r a i n e d  e n g i n e e r ?  

Robinson:  Y e s .  H e  went t o  Boston Tech,  which l a te r  
became MIT. Then h e  g o t  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  a t  
Union U n i v e r s i t y  i n  S c h e n e c t a d y .  I t  w a s  a combi-
n a t i o n  o f  e lec t r ica l  and h y d r a u l i c  e n g i n e e r i n g .  
H e  was a  v e r y  b r i g h t ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  guy,  p r e t t y  
i n e p t  a t  h a n d l i n g  f a m i l y  and f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s ,  
b u t  a v e r y  good guy .  

S t e e n :  I n  t h e  move t o  B e r k e l e y ,  h e  a p p a r e n t l y  changed 
h i s  j o b .  

Robinson:  Y e s .  He went t o  work f o r  t h e  PG&E down 
h e r e ,  b u i l d i n g  powerhouses and a b a t c h  o f  new 
s u b s t a t i o n s  under  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
t w e n t i e s .  H e  worked w i t h  t h o s e .  

But I w a s  g o i n g  t o  t e l l  you a b o u t  t h e  t r i p  
t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  We came by s h i p .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
I t h o u g h t  t h e  whole wor ld  was f o r e s t .  I ' d  h e a r d  
of  t h e  p r a i r i e s ,  b u t  I f i g u r e d  t h a t  t h a t ' s  where 
t h e  trees j u s t  w e r e n ' t  s o  b i g .  My s t e p b r o t h e r ,  
who w a s  my a g e ,  and I t h o u g h t  t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  w a s  
t h e  l a n d  o f  p l e n t y .  We t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  w a s  a 
t r o p i c a l  j u n g l e .  I remember a s k i n g  my s t e p -  
m o t h e r ,  "I g u e s s  nobody h a s  t o  work i n  C a l i f o r n i a  
u n l e s s  t h e y  want t o ,  do they?"  I d o n ' t  know what 
h e r  r e p l y  was ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d n ' t  have  made any 
d i f f e r e n c e .  [Laughs]  T h i s  w a s  o u r  i l l u s i o n ,  
and w e  w e r e n ' t  g o i n g  t o  l e t  go  o f  i t .  



We imagined t h a t  i t  was f u l l  o f  bananas  and 
monkeys and c o c o n u t s  and b r e a d f r u i t  and a l l  t h e s e  
t h i n g s .  We c o u l d  j u s t  p i c k  f r u i t  o u t  o f  t h e  t rees  
t o  l i v e  o n .  [ L a u g h t e r ]  

We had t o  go i n t o  A s t o r i a  t o  r i d e  o u t  a 
s t o r m ,  s o  w e  were somewhat l a t e  g e t t i n g  t o  San 
F r a n c i s c o .  When w e  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d ,  w e  k e p t  
a s k i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  deckhands  when w e  were coming 
i n t o  t h e  h a r b o r ,  and he  s a i d ,  "S ix  a.m. w e  go 
t h r o u g h  t h e  Golden Gate." "Wel l ,  why c a n ' t  w e  go 
i n  e a r l i e r ? "  "Well, b e c a u s e  w e  have  t o  w a i t  f o r  
two a n g e l s  t o  come down and open t h e  Golden G a t e . "  

Well, w e  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  him, you knowt But 
j u s t  i n  c a s e ,  w e  were o u t  on deck a t  f i v e  o ' c l o c k  
t o  make s u r e  w e  d i d n ' t  m i s s  a n y t h i n g .  [ L a u g h t e r ]  
But a s  w e  g o t  i n  c l o s e  t o  t h e  h e a d l a n d s ,  my g o s h ,  
t h e r e  were no trees! I t  was Sep tember ,  I r e c a l l ,  
and i t  was a l l  d r y .  We were a b s o l u t e l y  s t u n n e d .  
So from t h e r e  o n ,  my b r o t h e r  and I--every weekend 
we 'd  go f o r  a h i k e .  We'd see a g r o v e  o f  e u c a l y p t u s  
trees someplace ,  and we 'd  h i k e ,  t a k e  a l u n c h ,  and 
go f o r -  m i l e s  and f i n d  them a l l  i n  s t r a i g h t  rows 
and b e  d i s g u s t e d ,  g e t  p o i s o n  o a k ,  go home. I 
a lways  wanted t o  get back t o  t h e  f o r e s t .  

A s  I ment ioned ,  my s t e p m o t h e r  w a s  C a t h o l i c ,  
and s o  s h e  b e l i e v e d  s h e  was under  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
s e n d  h e r  k i d s  t o  a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l ,  b u t  t h e y  t o l d  
m e  I w a s  f r e e  t o  go t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i f  I wanted 
t o .  

S t e e n :  But you had been b a p t i z e d ,  a f t e r  a l l ?  

Robinson:  But I d i d n ' t  have  a C a t h o l i c  b a p t i s m ,  s o  
t h a t  d i d n ' t  c o u n t  f o r  h e r .  [Laughs] Wel l ,  I 
d e c i d e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  f a m i l y  u n i t y ,  I 
would go t o  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h  them. I j u s t  t h o u g h t  
i t  would h e l p  make t h i s  f a m i l y  merge .  We h a d n ' t  
been v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  up t o  t h a t  p o i n t .  Somewhere 
a l o n g  t h e  l i n e ,  I became c o n v e r t e d  t o  C a t h o l i c i s m .  
I ' m  more ashamed o f  t h a t  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  I 
e v e r  d i d  i n  my l i f e .  

S t e e n :  I t  d o e s n ' t  seem c o n s i s t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  would 
have  nabbed you.  



Robinson: I know. I 'm r e a l l y  ashamed t h a t  I l e t  
anybody persuade  me wi th  a l l  t h a b  s t u f f ,  bu t  I 
d i d .  Anyhow, t hey  had t o  b a p t i z e  me a l l  ove r  
a g a i n ,  because t h e  f i r s t  one was no t  l e g i t i m a t e .  
[Laughs] I remember my f a t h e r  was q u i t e  angry ,  
though.  H e  w a s  overwhelmed. 

A few y e a r s  l a t e r ,  I l e f t  home i n  t h i s  
q u a r r e l  ove r  r e l i g i o n .  I reasoned my way o u t  
of  t h e  Church--whatever o t h e r  compl i ca t ions  is 
more than  you want t o  h e a r  abou t ,  I gues s .  Oh, 
w e l l ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you. We l o s t  o u r  house.  My 
f a t h e r  l o s t  h i s  job i n  1928, I guess  i t  w a s .  We 
were buying a  house and f u r n i t u r e  and a c a r  and 
a l l  t h i s ,  a washing machine, on t h e  i n s t a l l m e n t  
p l a n ,  you know. So they  came and g o t  a l l  t h a t  
s t u f f .  My f a t h e r  g o t  a  job i n  South America 
some p l a c e .  We moved up t o  c e n t r a l  Oregon, t o  
a f o r t y - a c r e  t r a c t  t h a t  my s tepmother  had a c q u i r e d ,  
h e r  former  husband had g o t t e n  on a bad deb t  
somehow. So I took  charge  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  
move up t h e r e .  

We went down t o  Richmond and looked at. used 
cars .  I s e l e c t e d  a 1916 Oldsmobile t o u r i n g  c a r .  
I had been working a f t e r  s choo l  i n  a ga rage ,  
and I knew something about t u n i n g  automobi les  
and s t u f f .  So I took  t h i s  down t o  t h e  ga rage  
where I worked and p u t  i n  new p l u g s  and b r e a k e r  
p o i n t s  and w e  bought f i v e  r e c a p s  f o r  two d o l l a r s  
and a h a l f  a p i e c e ,  s o  t h e  whole t h i n g  came t o  
f i f t y  bucks .  

Then w e  made t h r e e  p i l e s  of ou r  e a r t h l y  
belongings--one,  t h e  e s s e n t i a l s ;  and one ,  t h e  
n o n - e s s e n t i a l s ,  and then  one p i l e  of  t h i n g s  
t h a t  we would l i k e  t o  keep i f  t h e r e  was room 
f o r  them. So we loaded  t h e  car wi th  t h e  e s s e n t i a l s ,  
and we g o t  on a l l  of t h e  keepsakes ,  and I thought  
w e  s t i l l  had room, s o  w e  went back through t h e  
o t h e r  [ l aughs ]  t o  p i c k  o u t  t h i n g s  t h a t  we wanted,  
loaded  t h e  c a r ,  and took  o f f  f o r  Oregon. 

I t  took u s  two days t o  d r i v e  up t h e r e ,  and 
we j u s t  abandoned t h e  house.  

S t e e n :  What was t h e  highway then?  



Robinson: I t  was 99. They had j u s t  completed i t .  We 
went up from Klamath F a l l s  t o  Bend, and t h e n  went 
up--I b e l i e v e  i t  was a d i r t  road  from Klamath 
F a l l s  t o  Bend, b u t  i t  was paved t o  Klamath F a l l s .  
We went t o  Ashland and over  t h e  h i l l .  The road 
through Weed w a s n ' t  i n  y e t .  

So we found a  l o c a l  pe r son  t o  b u i l d  a one-
room house,  of boards  and b a t s  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y ,  
and when I saw t h a t  t hey  were okay,  I l e f t  and 
went t o  San F ranc i sco  and g o t  a  job wi th  t h e  
t e l ephone  company. 

S t e e n :  What was your  age? 

Robinson: S i x t e e n .  I was working a s  a--what do you 
c a l l  i t ?  I was a  messenger i n  t h e  mailroom a t  
140 N e w  Montgomery S t r e e t .  The boss  was an o l d  
I r i s h  C a t h o l i c  woman, Mrs. Mousang, and somehow 
s h e  found o u t  about everybody ' s  r e l i g i o n ,  and 
a l l  o f  t h e  k i d s  t h a t  had a C a t h o l i c  background 
had t o  go t o  mass o r  else we could  g e t  no advance-
ment i n  t h e  t e l ephone  company! Those peop le  a r e  
t e r r i b l e .  [Chuckles]  

Well, w e  fought  about  t h a t .  She a l s o  
t h r e a t e n e d  me wi th  t h e  law. The law r e q u i r e d  
t h a t  anybody under e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  of age had t o  
go t o  s c h o o l .  Well ,  I cou ldn '  t go t o  s c h o o l ,  
because I had t o  e a r n  a l i v i n g .  So s h e  h e l d  t h a t  
ove r  my head.  

One of  my f r i e n d s  i n t r o d u c e d  me t o  t h e  
company l i b r a r i a n ,  who i n v i t e d  m e  t o  r e a d  t h e  
b iog raph ie s  of g r e a t  men. I r ead  a l o t  of  them. 
The one t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  g o t  t o  m e  was t h e  
d i scove ry  t h a t  every  one o f  them r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  
t h e  church they  had been brought  up i n ,  and they  
became a g n o s t i c s .  A l l ,  t h a t  i s ,  b u t  one ,  Edward 
Bok. I d i d n ' t  l i k e  him; he was a  phony. 

There was a young Jewish g i r l  who gave m e  
some encouragement. She was t h e  on ly  person  I 
knew i f  t h e  world who suppor t ed  me i n  t r y i n g  t o  
f i g h t  my way o u t  of t h a t  church .  But I f i n a l l y  
reasoned something l i k e  t h i s ,  t h a t  if t h e r e  is 
a God--I'm no t  s u r e  t h e r e  i s ,  s t i l l  n o t .  But 
i f  t h e r e  i s ,  and he prov ided  me w i t h  a b r a i n ,  



he  e x p e c t s  m e  t o  u s e  i t .  I f  God would p u n i s h  
m e  f o r  a l l  e t e r n i t y  f o r  a c t i n g  on t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
r e a c h e d  by u s i n g  t h e  b r a i n  t h a t  he  endowed me 
w i t h ,  t h e n  God is  u n j u s t .  And s o  e i t h e r  God i s  
u n j u s t ,  o r  t h e  Church is  wrong. And i f  God is  
u n j u s t ,  t h e r e  i s n ' t  a t h i n g  I can  do abou t  i t ,  
and s o  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  have  my i n t e g r i t y  and t h a t ' s  
t h a t .  

So one  Sunday morn ing ,  I g o t  a s  f a r  a s  Old 
S t .  Mary ' s  Church on C a l i f o r n i a  S t r e e t - - I  was 
l i v i n g  i n  Nor th  Beach a t  t h e  time--I was s c a r e d .  
You know, t h e  C a t h o l i c s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  you m i s s  
mass o n l y  o n c e ,  e v e n ,  y o u ' r e  a l l  t h r o u g h ,  u n l e s s  
you c o n f e s s  i t  and g e t  back  i n  t h e  good g r a c e s  
o f  t h e  D e i t y .  

I looked  i n  t h e  door  and saw a l l  t h e s e  
m i s e r a b l e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e r e ,  f u m b l i n g  t h e i r  b e a d s ,  
and I made up my mind I would n o t  go i n  t h e r e .  
I went t h r o u g h  t h i s  l o g i c  o f  mine once  more,  t o  
see i f  t h e r e  was any f l a w  i n  i t ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  
f i n d  a n y t h i n g  wrong w i t h  i t ,  and I s a i d ,  " I ' m  
n o t  g o i n g  t o  go  i n . "  So I t u r n e d  and I walked 
up C a l i f o r n i a  S t r e e t ,  and I j u s t  k e p t  g o i n g .  Wel l ,  
I walked c l e a r  o u t  t o  L a n d ' s  End,  and I s t o o d  o u t  
t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  f o g  b lowing  i n  t h r o u g h  my open 
s h i r t ,  t e a r s  s t r e a m i n g  down my f a c e ,  and I was 
f r e e .  

Wel l ,  you know, e v e r  s i n c e  t h e n - - t h a t ' s  
b a s i c  t o  m e .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  o f  
i t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I l o o k  back on i t  now a s  a 
r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a s t r o n g  o n e .  From t h e r e  
o n ,  when I ' m  i n v o l v e d  i n  a c o n t r o v e r s y ,  i f  I 
f i g u r e  o u t  someth ing  and r e a c h  a c o n c l u s i o n ,  and 
everybody d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  me, I j u s t  t h i n k  back  
on t h a t  and I s t a n d  my ground .  

S t e e n :  The m a j o r i t y  r u l e  d o e s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean 
t r u t h .  

Robinson:  I t  d o e s n ' t  mean a n y t h i n g .  I t  j u s t  means 
t h a t  l o t s  o f  p e o p l e  have  u n t h i n k i n g l y  gone a l o n g  
t o g e t h e r ,  and t h a t  d o e s n ' t  do a n y t h i n g  e x c e p t  
c r e a t e  p o l i t i c a l  p rob lems .  The p o i n t  is t h a t  
I n e v e r  a g a i n  a l l o w e d  anyone t o  con m e  i n t o  
s a y i n g  I b e l i e v e  s o m e t h i n g  I ' m  n o t  conv inced  o f  



i n  my own mind t o  avoid  c o n t r o v e r s y .  The 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i t  r a i s e s  a r e  j u s t  t o o  p a i n f u l  
t o  b e a r .  

S t een :  I n  t h e  l e t t e r  you wro te  t o  me s i x  months 
ago o r  s o ,  you were s u g g e s t i n g  i d e a s  t o  pu r sue ,  
and one was t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Fe l lowship .  So you 
d i d  g e t  back i n t o  r e l i g i o n ,  of s o r t s .  

Robinson: Wel l ,  y e s .  I w a s  b e l l i g e r e n t l y  opposed 
t o  be ing  involved  i n  any church .  From t h e r e  
on ,  people  were always t r y i n g  t o  conve r t  me and 
g e t  me t o  come t o  t h e i r  church ,  because i t  was 
d i f f e r e n t ,  and a l l  t h a t .  I ' d  g e t  t h e r e ,  and 
it  would j u s t  be  an embar rass ing  d i s p l a y  of  
nonsense.  So I j u s t  r e f u s e d  t o  have anyth ing  
t o  do w i t h  i t .  

When w e  were m a r r i e d ,  I made s u r e  t h a t  my 
w i f e  was of  t h e  same p e r s u a s i o n .  She had g o t t e n  
o u t  of  t h e  Mennonites i n  much t h e  same way I had 
l e f t  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church, a l though  more g e n t l y .  
H e r  p a r e n t s  had s u r v i v e d  i t .  They had good 
s t r o n g  f ami ly  t i e s .  She d i d n ' t  want t o  h u r t  
h e r  p a r e n t s '  f e e l i n g s ,  bu t  s h e  had outgrown i t .  

Anyhow, I j u s t  wanted t o  be  s u r e  we d i d n ' t  
have any of  t h a t  s t u f f  i n  o u r  f ami ly .  When o u r  
k i d s  s t a r t e d  coming a l o n g ,  one day s h e  t o l d  me 
t h a t  t h e  k i d s  were be ing  p r o s e l y t e d  by some 
or thodox church peop le  i n  t h e  neighborhood,  and 
they  wanted t o  go t o  Sunday s c h o o l .  I was going 
t o  have t o  do something about  i t .  

My f i r s t  thought  was t h a t  I was be ing  
b e t r a y e d  by my w i f e ,  b u t  t h e n  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
t h a t  w a s n ' t  s o .  She g o t  m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  if 
I had my way and t o l d  them t h a t  t hey  c o u l d n ' t  
go,  I ' d  l o s e .  E i t h e r  t hey  would go i n  a r e a c t i o n  
t o  me l a t e r ,  o r  I ' d  j u s t  weaken and t h e y ' d  g e t  
involved  and be  t e r r i f i e d  by s t o r i e s  of  H e l l  and 
a l l  t h i s  s t u f f ,  which I wanted t o  avo id .  

So i t  was up t o  me t o  go f i n d  a church t h a t  
made s e n s e ,  and Adina sugges t ed  t h a t  I look  i n  
on t h e  U n i t a r i a n s .  There happened t o  be a 
U n i t a r i a n  church i n  Sacramento,  and I went t h e r e .  



Here was an  o b v i o u s l y  w e l l - i n f o r m e d ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  
man s a y i n g  what h e  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e d  from a p u l p i t  
i n  t h e  c h u r c h .  I c o u l d  h a r d l y  b e l i e v e  i t .  I 
had  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  s u c h  a t h i n g .  

W e l l ,  I k e p t  g o i n g  back Sunday a f t e r  Sunday 
l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  c a t c h ,  and  t h e r e  w a s  no c a t c h .  So 
I became a v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  U n i t a r i a n .  [Laughs] 
We e n r o l l e d  o u r  k i d s ,  and t h e y  g o t  a l o n g  f i n e .  
Then i n  1949, I w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  San F r a n c i s c o  
t o  set  up t h e  t i m b e r  management p l a n  f o r  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Company, a f t e r  I had  p e r s u a d e d  
them t o  change t h e i r  p o l i c y ,  you know. 

Tha t  meant moving down h e r e ,  s o  w e  c h o s e  
Marin County .  Tha t  w a s  when w e  bought  t h i s  
h o u s e .  We r e n t e d  i n  San R a f a e l  f o r  a y e a r  
f i r s t .  I l o o k e d  f o r  a U n i t a r i a n  Sunday s c h o o l  
here, and t h e r e  w a s  none .  I ' d  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  were v e r y  s i m i l a r ,  s o  I a s k e d  
t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m i n i s t e r  i f  t h a t  w a s  t h e  c a s e  
w i t h  h i s  c h u r c h ,  and h e  s a i d ,  "Nope! We ' re  
B i b l e - b e l i e v i n g  T r i n i t a r i a n s .  You might  l o o k  
i n  on  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t s . "  Wel l ,  I w a s n ' t  
a b o u t  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
S c i e n t i s t s .  I d i d n ' t  know what t o  do a b o u t  i t .  
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Then I d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t a r i a n s  
were s t a r t i n g  F e l l o w s h i p s  a round  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
So I g o t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  r e g i o n a l  d i r e c t o r  
a t  B e r k e l e y  and found  o u t  what t h a t  w a s  a b o u t .  
We o r g a n i z e d  t h e  Marin c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  
U n i t a r i a n s ,  which is now a f l o u r i s h i n g  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment .  So t h a t ' s  how t h a t  came t o  b e .  

But f o r  a l o n g  t i m e ,  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  if 
I d i d n ' t  do a n y t h i n g  else i n  my l i f e ,  t h a t  
w a s  w o r t h w h i l e .  

S t e e n : You ' v e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  p h i l o s o p h y ,  
a t  leas t  as r e l a t e d  t o  r e l i g i o n ,  and how you 
u s e d  t h a t  as a benchmark. When y o u ' r e  conv inced  
y o u ' r e  r i g h t ,  you go  ahead .  Do you have  o t h e r  
p h i l o s o p h i e s  t h a t  you c o n s i d e r  y o u r  own? 

Robinson:  W e l l ,  y e s .  My f a t h e r  w a s  a f r e e t h i n k e r ,  
t o o .  When I w a s  q u i t e  l i t t l e ,  I u s e d  t o  a s k  



him t o  h e l p  m e  d e c i d e  what I s h o u l d  b e  when I 
grow u p .  T e a c h e r s  i n  s c h o o l  would s a y ,  "Now, 
y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  d e c i d e  what y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  b e ,  
what y o u ' r e  t o  s t u d y . "  So I ' d  a s k  my f a t h e r ,  
and h e ' d  s a y ,  "Be y o u r s e l f . "  Tha t  u s e d  t o  annoy 
m e .  [Chuck les ]  I t h o u g h t  i t  was a c o p o u t .  But 
I l a t e r  r e a l i z e d  h e  was r i g h t .  

H e  would a l s o  s a y ,  "Know t h y s e l f . "  I would 
a s k  how t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t ' s  r i g h t  o r  wrong a b o u t  
t h i n g s  t h a t  seemed s t r a n g e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  and  h i s  
answer  w a s  a l w a y s ,  "Know t h y s e l f . "  So I s u p p o s e  
t h a t ' s  where i t  came from.  And t h a t ' s  where I a m .  

Whatever  God t h e r e  i s ,  t o  my way o f  t h i n k i n g ,  
is  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i t s e l f  t a k e n  i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y .  

S t e e n :  When I t e a c h  a t  U . C .  S a n t a  C r u z ,  a l o t  o f  my 
s t u d e n t s  f e e l  g u i l t y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  know 
what t h e y  want t o  b e  y e t .  They f e e l  g r e a t  
p r e s s u r e s  t o  make t h a t  d e c i s i o n ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  
t h e y  have  t o  make i t  somet ime.  But y o u ' r e  
a lways  b e i n g  a s k e d ,  "What do you want t o  b e  
when you grow up?" 

Robinson:  I ' m  s t i l l  wonder ing .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you 
have  t o  d e c i d e .  I f i n d  t h a t  l i f e  j u s t  u n f o l d s .  
E v e r y t h i n g  I ' v e  done  o f  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  h a s  
t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  o n e  o f  t h e  q u a l i f y i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  
f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h i n g  I d o .  I t ' s  a lways  been  l i k e  
t h a t .  I t h i n k  l i f e  j u s t  u n f o l d s  l i k e  a f l o w e r .  
I t h i n k  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  is t o  know t h a t  you 
are d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  is s o c i a l l y  u s e f u l .  

Another  t h i n g  t h a t  my f a t h e r  u s e d  t o  i n s i s t  
o n ,  and which  I found  v e r i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  i n  a l l  
my l i f e ,  and  t h a t  is t h a t  t h e r e ' s  p l e a s u r e  i n  
any k i n d  o f  work ,  no matter what  i t  i s ,  p r o v i d i n g  
i t ' s  s o c i a l l y  u s e f u l  a n d  t h a t  i t ' s  w e l l  d o n e .  
D o n ' t  you f i n d  t h a t ?  

S t e e n :  R i g h t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  everybody w a n t s  t o  b e  
u s e f u l .  We d e f i n e  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  

You e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  a r t ,  and  I see 
t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a r a n g e  o f  a r t  o b j e c t s  a round  t h e  
h o u s e .  Is t h a t  y o u r  w i f e 1  s o r  y o u r s ,  t h e s e  
o r i e n t a l  t h i n g s  h e r e ?  



Robinson:  Most o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  you see i n  t h i s  room 
a r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we 've  a c q u i r e d .  T h a t ' s  Eskimo 
a r t  t h e r e .  The one  o v e r  h e r e ,  on  t h i s  w a l l  a s  
you come i n ,  is  a p a i n t i n g  by a famous Chinese  
a r t i s t .  H e  had s t u d i e d  i n  Europe f o r  a w h i l e ,  and 
he  d i d  t h a t  w h i l e  h e  was a  s t u d e n t .  

S t e e n :  Do you p a i n t  o r  draw? 

Robinson:  P a i n t ,  and I a l s o  make an  a r t  of photo-
g r a p h y .  

S t e e n :  You and Ansel  Adams. 

Robinson:  [Modest ly]  Oh, n o ,  n o .  A l l  I do a r e  
s l i d e s .  I have  some d a r n  good s l i d e  shows.  
Through s t u d y i n g  p a i n t i n g ,  I l e a r n e d  how t o  make 
good c o m p o s i t i o n .  I s h o o t  f o r  c o m p o s i t i o n .  

How I g o t  i n t o  t h a t  is k i n d  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
About 1953 o r  ' 5 4 ,  a n e i g h b o r  who i s  a good 
f r i e n d  o f  o u r s  came by and asked  m e  t o  go w i t h  
h e r  t o  s o m e t h i n g  up a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  Mar in .  I 
d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  what i t  was ,  and I d i d n ' t  c a r e .  
She was a good f r i e n d ,  and  I t h o u g h t  s h e  j u s t  
wanted an  e s c o r t .  Her husband was away t h a t  
n i g h t  o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  and s o  I went w i t h  h e r .  I t  
t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a c o u r s e  e n t i t l e d  " A r t  f o r  
P a r e n t s  and T e a c h e r s . "  The i n s t r u c t o r  was Ann 
O'Hanlon.  Have you h e a r d  of h e r ?  

S t e e n :  No. 

Robinson:  H e r  husband,  Dick  O'Hanlon,  t a u g h t  
s c u l p t u r e  a t  B e r k e l e y  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s ,  
and s h e  was d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  a r t  d e p a r t m e n t  a t  
Dominican C o l l e g e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  She  is a g e n i u s  
a t  t e a c h i n g ,  and s h e  is  a n  e x t r e m i s t  i n  t h e  
p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e x p e r i e n c e - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  
t e c h n i q u e s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t e a c h i n g  methods 
w e r e  a m a t t e r  of g r e a t  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s .  Some p e o p l e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  k i d s  s h o u l d  
have  t h e  3 R ' s  d r i l l e d  i n t o  t h e i r  h e a d s ,  and 
o t h e r s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  k i d s  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  
e x p e r i e n c e s  s o  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  would c o n s i s t  
v e r y  l a r g e l y  o f  a n s w e r i n g  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s .  



So Ann w a s  a n  extremist o n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e -  
c e n t e r e d  s i d e ,  and  I f e l t ,  w e l l ,  h e r e ' s  a c h a n c e  
t o  see i f  t h a t  works .  [Laughs]  So I went  
r e g u l a r l y  t o  h e r  c lass .  She c o u l d n ' t  l e c t u r e  
a b o u t  a r t ,  s h e  had  t o  j u s t  p u t  u s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  s h e  hoped p a r e n t s  and  t e a c h e r s  
would p r o v i d e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n i n g  a r t .  So 
w e  d i d  f i n g e r p a i n t i n g  and w e  d i d  a l l  k i n d s  o f  
t h i n g s .  Made d e s i g n s  w i t h  t o r n  p a p e r  and  c o l l a g e s  
and j u s t  a l l  k i n d s  o f  s t u f f .  

S t e e n :  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  i n  a r t ,  
i n t e r e s t  i n  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  d e v e l o p e d  a s e n s e  
o f  a e s t h e t i c s  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have  b e f o r e  and 
had a n  impac t  on you as a f o r e s t e r  t h a t  o t h e r  
f o r e s t e r s  migh t  n o t  have?  Is t h a t  p a r t  o f  
why you worked f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club? 

Robinson:  I t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  y e s .  A c t u a l l y ,  
what  i t  d i d  w a s  n o t  t o  p r o v i d e  any new t e c h -  
n i q u e s  o r  knowledge,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  b u t  i t  
s i m p l y  r e a f f i r m s  t h a t  adage  o f  my f a t h e r ' s :  
"Know y o u r s e l f . "  One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  Ann i n s i s t e d  
on w a s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  keep  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  d o .  
I w a s  i n  t h a t  c o u r s e  f o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  
W e l l ,  a t  f i r s t ,  I t h o u g h t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween 
t h e  t h i n g s  I d i d  and t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  artists 
d i d  w a s  a measure  o f  my i n f e r i o r i t y .  S e v e r a l  
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  I knew t h a t  I knew how t o  
p a i n t ,  I went  back  a n d  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  t h i n g s  I 
d i d  a t  f i r s t  and  found  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  v e r y  
much d i f f e r e n t .  But  t h e n  I knew t h a t  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h e  t h i n g s  I d i d  and t h e  
t h i n g s  o t h e r  p a i n t e r s  d i d  w a s  a measure  o f  my 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y .  

N i n e t y  p e r c e n t  o f  l e a r n i n g  t o  p a i n t  is  
making t h a t  t r a n s i t i o n .  

I c a r r i e d  t h a t  o v e r  i n t o  o t h e r  areas o f  
c o n c e r n .  I t h i n k  t h i s  is t r u e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g .  
I know t h a t  i n  l e a r n i n g  a f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e ,  a t  
f i r s t  you are  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  t h e  mechan ics  o f  
t h e  l a n g u a g e  and t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  a v o c a b u l a r y ,  
and  y o u ' r e  b e i n g  v e r y  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  t h e  s e q u e n c e  
o f  words ,  t o  b e  s u r e  t h a t  y o u r  grammar is  c o r r e c t  
But  as l o n g  as y o u ' r e  d o i n g  t h a t ,  you h a v e n ' t  



l e a r n e d  i t .  When you d e c i d e  t h a t  you d o n ' t  need 
t h a t  s t u f f ,  and make up s e n t e n c e s  o f  y o u r  own, 
and t h i n k  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  t h e n  y o u ' v e  m a s t e r e d  
i t .  

I t ' s  s imilar  t o  l e a r n i n g  E n g l i s h .  T e a c h e r s  
g i v e  u s  a l l  t h e s e  r u l e s  of  grammar, and when you 
g e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where you p h r a s e  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  
t h e  way you want t o ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  t h e  way you 
want i t ,  you d o n ' t  g i v e  a s h i t  a b o u t  t h e  r u l e ,  
t h e n  y o u ' v e  l e a r n e d  t o  w r i t e .  

So t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a r t  was a s t r o n g  
a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h a t  l e a r n i n g  
is a matter o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  o n e s e l f ,  and c r e a t e s  
a d e v e l o p i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  o n e s e l f .  

S t e e n :  I t  h e i g h t e n s  your  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r c e i v e .  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s .  

S t e e n :  A l o t  o f  p e o p l e  c a n  d r i v e  down a highway and 
n e v e r  see l e f t  o r  r i g h t .  T h e y ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  
highway,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e n ' t  been t r a i n e d ,  o r  
t h e y ' r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d ,  o r  some s u c h  t h i n g .  

Robinson:  O r  h a v e n ' t  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t .  

S t e e n :  I t ' s  l i k e  somebody t r a i n e d  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
can  walk down a c i t y  s t ree t  and see a l l  s o r t s  
o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  you and I might  n o t  have  s e e n .  
We d o n ' t  even know t h a t  t h e y ' r e  t h e r e  t o  see.  
I t ' s  a l l  a m a t t e r  o f  a e s t h e t i c s .  And what is 
p r e t t y  is  c e r t a i n l y  a f a c t o r  o f  f o r e s t  management. 

Rob inson :  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  what i t  comes down t o  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  f o r e s t r y  is  t h a t  a l o t  o f  my work 
i s  i n  g i v i n g  p e o p l e  who a r e  n o t  f o r e s t e r s  s e l f -  
a s s u r a n c e .  I want p e o p l e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e i r  
g u t  r e a c t i o n  t o  what t h e y  s e e  is  r e l i a b l e .  I f  
t h e y  see t h e  l a n d  t o r n  up and t h e  s o i l  e r o d i n g  
and  t h e  f o r e s t  d e s t r o y e d ,  and somebody t r i e s  t o  
t e l l  them, "Oh, yeah .  T h i s  is even-aged manage-
ment ,  and t h i s  is  s c i e n t i f i c  f o r e s t r y , "  and t h e y  
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  them. T want them t o  know t h a t  
t h e y  need n o t  b e  c o n f u s e d  by t h i s  g u y ' s  s a l e s  
l i n e .  They s h o u l d  have  c o n f i d e n c e  enough t o  go 



and l o o k  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  d a t a  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  
t h e i r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and n o t  worry abou t  h i s  
p ropaganda .  

S t e e n :  Does your  p h i l o s o p h y  o r  a t t i t u d e  d i s t i n g u i s h  
between n a t u r a l  envi ronment  a s  opposed t o  man- 
made? F o r  example ,  you l i k e  O r i e n t a l  a r t ,  and 
c e r t a i n l y  t h e y  do  a l o t  of  l a n d s c a p i n g  i n  J a p a n .  
But s o  much o f  t h e  e c o l o g y  movement is  t i e d  up 
w i t h  bean s p r o u t s ,  n a t u r a l  f o o d ,  and t h e  n a t u r a l  
l a n d s c a p e ,  and a n y t h i n g  t h a t  w e  might  do h a s  t o  
b e  i n f e r i o r .  Is t h a t  p a r t  o f  your  a t t i t u d e ?  
A well-managed s t a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  is a t t r a c t i v e  
t o  you.  I ' v e  s e e n  some o f  y o u r  s l i d e s .  You 
p o i n t  t o  i t  w i t h  p r i d e ;  t h e r e ' s  a well-managed, 
s e l e c t i v e l y  c u t  s t a n d  of  ponderosa  p i n e .  And 
y e t  t h a t  I a man-made o r  man-manipulated s t a n d .s 

Rob inson :  Wel l ,  i t ' s  h a r d l y  man-manipulated.  The 
growth of  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  t a k e s  care o f  a l o t  of 
i t .  I j u s t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  
is  m o s t l y  a by-product  of  good management. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  you s h o u l d  work f o r  i t  d i r e c t l y .  

S t e e n :  The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  is  h i r i n g  more and more 
l a n d s c a p e  a r c h i t e c t s ,  a s  an example .  

Robinson:  Yes ,  and I ' m  contemptuous  of  t h a t .  I t h i n k  
of t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  h i r i n g  l a n d s c a p e  a r c h i t e c t s  
t he  same way I do t h e  m i l i t a r y  h i r i n g  c h a p l a i n s .  
I r e a l l y  do .  I t h i n k  t h a t - - w e l l ,  I ' v e  s a i d  it 
a l r e a d y .  The b e a u t y  of  t h e  f o r e s t  is  a by-product  
of  good management. I f  i t  d o e s n ' t  l o o k  good,  
t h e n  i t  i s n ft good management. I t ' s  a s  s i m p l e  
as t h a t .  



FORESTRY EDUCATION 

Haro ld  S t e e n :  L e t ' s  t u r n  now, i f  w e  m i g h t ,  t o  your  
f o r e s t r y  e d u c a t i o n .  Why d i d  you e n t e r  f o r e s t r y ?  

Gordon Robinson:  T h a t ' s  a good y a r n .  I went t o  
s c h o o l  and dropped o u t  and went back t o  s c h o o l ,  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  you know. I t o l d  you how I l e f t  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  Then I found  I w a s n ' t  
g e t t i n g  anywhere u n l e s s  I had a h i g h  s c h o o l  
d ip loma .  So I went back  and l i v e d  w i t h  my f a m i l y  
on a fa rm i n  c e n t r a l  Oregon,  f i n i s h e d  h i g h  
s c h o o l ,  and t h e n  came back  t o  San F r a n c i s c o  
a g a i n .  

T h i s  t i m e  I worked f o r  Remington Rand. 
There  was a  g i r l  named Dorothy Olney,  who k e p t  
t e l l i n g  m e  I ought  t o  go t o  c o l l e g e .  I t o l d  h e r ,  
"But I c a n ' t , "  and s h e  s a i d ,  "But y e s ,  you c a n . "  
F i n a l l y  one  day I t o l d  h e r ,  "But my g r a d e s  
a r e n  ' t good enough.  " I r e a l l y  had done m i s e r a b l y  
i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  She s a i d ,  "But you can  go t o  
j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  as a s p e c i a l  s t u d e n t . "  "How do 
you know?" "Well ,  my f a t h e r  is  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
Marin J u n i o r  C o l l e g e .  I t h i n k  i f  you go t a l k  
t o  him, h e  w i l l  a s s u r e  you . "  

A f t e r  a l i t t l e  p r o d d i n g ,  I t o o k  a day o f f  
and went t o  K e n t f i e l d  and  t a l k e d  t o  M r .  O lney ,  
and l o  and b e h o l d ,  s h e  was c o r r e c t !  I c o u l d  
e n t e r  as a s p e c i a l  s t u d e n t .  So I d i d ,  and I 
made a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  Remington Rand t o  work 
h a l f - t i m e .  They were g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  were l a y i n g  p e o p l e  o f f ,  owing t o  t h e  d e c l i n e d  
b u s i n e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n .  I t  w a s  ' 3 1 ,  I 
b e l i e v e .  

So I d e c i d e d  f i r s t  I wanted t o  b e  a t e a c h e r .  
I l o v e d  p h y s i c s  and c h e m i s t r y ,  b u t  I had n e v e r  
dreamed--I j u s t  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was p o s s i b l e  
f o r  m e  t o  e v e r  become a c h e m i s t  o r  p h y s i c i s t  o r  
c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r ,  b u t  T t h o u g h t  I might  b e  a b l e  
t o  g e t  t o  t e a c h  i t  on a h i g h  s c h o o l  l e v e l .  I 
t h o u g h t  I c o u l d  do t h a t .  



But when I g o t  a c l o s e r  l o o k  a t  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  
and t h e  way t h e i r  l i v e s  w e r e ,  how t h e y  were 
h a r r a s s e d  by s c h o o l  b o a r d  members and p a r e n t s ,  
a b o u t  t h e i r  smoking h a b i t s  and t h e i r  s e x  h a b i t s  
and a l l  t h i s  s t u f f ,  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  I w a s n ' t  g o i n g  
t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t .  So I d e c i d e d  t o  be  an  
e n g i n e e r  l i k e  my f a t h e r .  

The p r o f e s s o r  o f  p h y s i c s  was a Roman 
C a t h o l i c  who t o o k  i t  upon h i m s e l f  t o  f i n d  o u t  
who were t h e  C a t h o l i c  s t u d e n t s  on t h e  campus-- 

S t e e n :  Tha t  ' s  i n c r e d i b l e .  

Robinson:  --and f o r c e  them t o  go t o  c h u r c h  o r  e l s e .  
So I r a n  i n t o  t h e  same goddamn t h i n g  t h a t  I had  
i n  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  company. [Laughs] Wel l ,  h e  
f l u n k e d  me, b e c a u s e  w e  f o u g h t  a b o u t  r e l i g i o n  f o r  
a y e a r .  I d o n ' t  know if t h a t  w a s  t h e  r e a s o n ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  i t  must have  b e e n ,  b e c a u s e  I ' m  good 
i n  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s u b j e c t .  

Anyway, [ l a u g h s ]  I changed my major  a g a i n .  
. A f t e r  a w h i l e  I w a s  r e a l l y  v e r y  d i s t u r b e d  a b o u t  
t h i s  ma jo r  b u s i n e s s .  D r .  Souza ,  who t a u g h t  
c h e m i s t r y ,  w a s  a r ea l  good p e r s o n .  I was t e l l i n g  
him my t r o u b l e s  one  d a y ,  and h e  s a i d ,  "Why d o n ' t  
you f o r g e t  a b o u t  your  ma jor  and j u s t  go t o  s c h o o l  
t o  enhance  your  enjoyment  o f  l i f e ? "  W e l l ,  t h a t  
took  a n  immense l o a d  o f f  my back!  Of c o u r s e ,  
t h a t ' s  what I ' m  d o i n g  anyway, i s n ' t  i t ?  I h a d n ' t  
r e a l i z e d  i t ,  you know. 

So I t o o k  psycho logy  and a r t  and p h i l o s o p h y  
t o  answer  my q u e s t i o n s .  I w a s  c u r i o u s  a b o u t  a l l  
k i n d s  o f  s t u f f .  So I t o o k  an  e x t r a  year- - I  w a s  
t h r e e  y e a r s  h e r e  a t  t h i s  school- -and t h e n  I 
f i g u r e d  i t  w a s  o v e r ,  b e c a u s e  I d i d n ' t  see how 
I c o u l d  f i n a n c e  my way t h r o u g h  C a l .  Some kid--  
I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  who i t  w a s - - i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I s h o u l d  
go t o  B e r k e l e y  a t  l e a s t  one  s e m e s t e r ,  t o  s e e  what 
i t ' s  l i k e .  I d i d n ' t  know what I w a s  g o i n g  t o  
do ,  s o  I d e c i d e d  I ' d  do t h a t .  

I went o v e r  t o  B e r k e l e y  and e n r o l l e d .  They 
s a i d ,  "What ' s  your  major?"  and I s a i d ,  "I d o n '  t 
have o n e , "  and t h e y  s a i d ,  "Oh, you have  t o  have  
a major  o r  w e  c a n ' t  a c c e p t  your  e n r o l l m e n t . "  



[Laughs] There I was i n  t h e  soup a g a i n !  [Laughs] 
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  I had t aken  D r .  S t r o n g ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
a p t i t u d e  t e s t .  You know.about D r .  S t r o n g  a t  
S t a n f o r d ?  

S t e e n :  No. 

Robinson: Well ,  he  d i d  a  l o t  of  work c o r r e l a t i n g  
t h e  l i k e s  and d i s l i k e s  of  t h e  whole gamut of 
t h e  human expe r i ence  of people  who a r e  happy i n  
t h e i r  p rofess ions- -no t  s u c c e s s f u l ,  because he 
d o e s n ' t  know what s u c c e s s  means, bu t  happy i n  
t h e i r  p rofess ions- -wi th  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  on t h e  
t heo ry  t h a t  i f  you have t h e  same l i k e s  and d i s -  
l i k e s  a s  t h e  peop le  you a r e  working w i t h ,  y o u ' l l  
p robably  be happy i n  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n .  

Well ,  he  c o u l d n ' t  a s s u r e  me of any th ing  
because my t a s t e s  covered such  a  wide range ,  I 
g u e s s .  [Laughs] Anyway, he  had d o c t o r ,  m i n i s t e r  
(which was absu rd ,  because I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  
God--I h a d n ' t  heard  of  t h e  U n i t a r i a n s  y e t ) ,  
chemis t ,  p h y s i c i s t ,  e n g i n e e r .  I n  t h o s e  days ,  
people  were hanging on a d v i c e  about job oppor- 
t u n i t i e s  i n  v a r i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  t o o .  Every 
t ime  a new r e p o r t  would come o u t ,  a l o t  of 
people  would change t h e i r  majors  t o  i n c r e a s e  
t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  of employment. [Laughs] 
Times were p r e t t y  d e s p e r a t e ,  you know. So I 
g o t  t h e  most r e c e n t  of t h o s e ,  and I matched t h e  
t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  S t r o n g  t e s t  w i t h  t h e  job oppor- 
t u n i t i e s .  

Then I took  t h a t  a g a i n  and matched i t  up 
w i t h  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  t h a t  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  
t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  c o u r s e s ,  and somehow wound up 
i n  a major of f o r e i g n  t r a d e .  I ' l l  never  know 
how I d i d  i t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  what happened. I t  
s e r v e d  t h e  purpose of  t h e  moment, and s o  I worked 
o u t  a s chedu le  i n  f o r e i g n  t r a d e .  There would 
have been a c l a s s  a t  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  Monday morning, 
and s o  I was c o n t e n t  f o r  t h e  weekend. The phone 
r ang ,  and i t  was Ed G r i f f i t h ,  a f r i e n d  of  mine 
from Marin, who t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C a l  a  y e a r  ahead 
of  me. He s a i d ,  "I found your  name i n  t h e  l i s t  
of new s t u d e n t s ,  I want t o  come and s e e  you." 



I  s a i d ,  "Oh good, come on up! I ' d  love  t o  s e e  
you. " So Ed came and he asked ,  "What a r e  you 
major ing in?"  and I t o l d  him t h i s  long t a l e .  

He s a i d ,  "Why don1 t you t a k e  f o r e s t r y ? "  
"What's t h a t ?  I never heard of i t . l 1  Nobody had 
mentioned i t .  He s a i d ,  "Well,  i t ' s  t a k i n g  c a r e  
of f o r e s t  p r o p e r t y . "  " I s  t h a t  what y o u ' r e  major- 
i n g  in?"  llYes." "Well, what a r e  your job 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  going t o  be?" H e  s a i d ,  "Well, I 
don1t know." "Then why a r e  you doing i t ? "  He 
s a i d ,  " I  j u s t  want t o  s t o p  them from p u l l i n g  
up a l l  t h e  t r e e s . "  

That sounded p r e t t y  good t o  m e .  He s a i d ,  
"What a r e  your p r e r e q u i s i t e s ? "  and I s a i d ,  " I  
d o n ' t  know, what a r e  they  f o r  f o r e s t r y ? "  H e  
s a i d ,  " L e t  m e  see." So he worked o u t  a schedule  
f o r  m e  f o r  f o r e s t r y .  Well,  i t  tu rned  ou t  t h a t  
I would have t o  begin a l l  over  a g a i n ,  p r a c t i c a l l y .  
I  d i d n ' t  have h a l f  of t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s .  I t  was 
k ind  of fun .  But i f  I took t h a t ,  t h e r e  would be 
an e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  c l a s s  i n  dendrology, by Baker,  
Monday morning. 

We laughed i t  o f f ,  and Ed went home and I  
went t o  bed. But then  I  kept  waking up wondering, 
should  I  go t o  t h a t  f o r e s t r y  c o u r s e  o r  t h a t  
f o r e i g n  t r a d e  cour,se a t  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  tomorrow 
morning? [Laughs] And I c o u l d n ' t  go t o  s l e e p .  
I f i n a l l y  dec ided ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h i s  o u t  of 
my head and go t o  s l e e p ,  t h a t  i f  i t  was a 
socked-in foggy day,  I ' l l  go t a k e  t h e  f o r e i g n  
t r a d e  cour se .  But i f  i t ' s  a  b r i g h t  c l e a r  day 
and t h e  b i r d s  were a l l  h o l l e r i n g  and y e l l i n g ,  
I ' l l  go t a k e  t h a t  cour se  i n  f o r e s t r y .  

I t  was a  b e a u t i f u l  day.  

S teen :  What e l s e  could you do then?  

Robinson: And t h a t ' s  how I  came t o  be a f o r e s t e r .  
I  had t h e  courage t o  do t h i s  because my f a t h e r  
had always i n s i s t e d  t h a t  [ laughs]  t h e r e ' s  
p l e a s u r e  i n  any work i f  i t ' s  w e l l  done and i t ' s  
s o c i a l l y  u s e f u l ,  and t h i s  was up t o  m e .  
C e r t a i n l y  it  was u s e f u l .  



S t e e n :  The sunny day.  T h a t ' s  how you g o t  t o  be  a 
f o r e s t e r .  

Robinson: Yes. 

S t e e n :  Who was your  f a v o r i t e  p r o f e s s o r ?  

Robinson: Oh, D r .  Baker.  Baker was t e a c h i n g  s i l v i -  
c u l t u r e  and dendrology a t  t h e  t ime  I was a 
s t u d e n t .  H e  l a t e r  became t h e  dean .  He is  t h e  
a u t h o r  of two t ex tbooks  on s i l v i c u l t u r e  which 
a r e  p a r t  of t h e  American F o r e s t r y  S e r i e s .  H i s  
phi losophy is  p r e t t y  w e l l  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  
foreword t o  h i s  second book which is  c a l l e d  
t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  of S i l v i c u l t u r e .  

He u s e s  a q u o t a t i o n  from C o t t a ,  a German 
f o r e s t e r  who l i v e d  a hundred and f i f t y  y e a r s  
ago ,  s a y i n g  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  
i d e a l  f o r e s t  is where t h e r e  a r e  no f o r e s t e r s  
and,  t h e r e f o r e ,  no f o r e s t r y .  And t h i s  was 
t r a n s l a t e d  and used by Fernow i n  t h e  f i r s t  
e d i t i o n  of what l a t e r  became t h e  J o u r n a l  of 
F o r e s t r y .  And he used i t  aga in  i n  h i s  book, 
a s  I s a i d .  

S t e e n :  You use  t h a t  a s  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  paragraph  
i n  your e s s a y  e n t i t l e d  "Exce l l en t  F o r e s t r y " :  
"The good f o r e s t e r  t a k e s  t h e  h i g h e s t  y i e l d  from 
t h e  f o r e s t  wi thout  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  t h e  s o i l .  The 
poor  one n e i t h e r  o b t a i n s  t h i s  y i e l d  no r  p r e s e r v e s  
t h e  f e r t i l i t y  of t h e  s o i l . "  I n  terms of 
e x c e l l e n t  f o r e s t r y ,  how does  one t r a n s l a t e  t h a t  
i n t o  w h a t ' s  go ing  on today? 

Robinson: Well ,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  f o r e s t e r s  
throughout  t h e  world a r e  performing a s  though 
t h e  s o i l  t heo ry  has  somehow been d i s c r e d i t e d .  
R e a l l y !  I have seen  t h i s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  and 
New Zealand and Norway and Canada and t h e  Uni ted 
S t a t e s .  T h e y ' r e  u s i n g  b i g  heavy machines.  The 
r e s e a r c h  is  des igned  t o  develop ways of  l ogg ing  
t h e  l e a s t  expens ive ly  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no con-
s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  impact on t h e  s o i l .  

S t e e n :  T h e r e ' s  ano the r  quo te  t h a t  I want t o  r ead  
from t h a t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  B a k e r ' s  second 



t e x t b o o k :  "The f o r e s t e r  who p r a c t i c e s  much 
w r i t e s  b u t  l i t t l e .  And h e  who w r i t e s  much 
p r a c t i c e s  b u t  l i t t l e . "  Do w e  have  t h e  wrong 
p e o p l e  w r i t i n g  t e x t b o o k s  t o d a y ?  Baker a p p a r e n t l y  
w r o t e  a t e x t b o o k  t h a t  meant a l o t  t o  you and 
i n f l u e n c e d  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  p h i l o s o p h y  toward  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  f o r e s t .  If  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  from 
C o t t a  is c o r r e c t ,  how do w e  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t ?  The 
p e o p l e  who know f o r e s t r y  a r e n ' t  w r i t i n g  t h e  books .  

Robinson:  I d o n ' t  know. I ' v e  been i n c l i n e d  t o  s a y  
t h a t ' s  somewhat o f  a c l i c h g .  P r o b a b l y  i t ' s  t r u e .  
I know t h a t  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  o f  t o d a y  a r e  n o t  n e a r l y  
a s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  as t h e  o n e s  w e  had when I w a s  i n  
s c h o o l .  They expound a t  l e n g t h  on d e t a i l  w i t h o u t  
showing t h e  d e r i v a t i o n  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r .  
T h e r e  a r e  whole  volumes on t h i n g s  l i k e  d a t a  
p r o c e s s i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  and p h o t o  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

But t h e  books t h a t  I ' v e  s e e n ,  and t h i s  is 
v e r i f i e d  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  I ' v e  met ,  t o o ,  
d o n ' t  seem t o  d e a l  w i t h  what  I t h i n k  a r e  t h e  
real  b a s i c s .  You s h o u l d  be  a b l e  t o  go r i g h t  
from o b s e r v a b l e  d a t a  and t h e  axioms o f  E u c l i d  
and somehow f i n d  y o u r  way down. to  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  
and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  y o u r  p r a c t i c e s .  

If you c a n ' t  do t h a t ,  n o t  t h a t  you s h o u l d  
do t h a t  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  t h i s  s h o u l d  be  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  development  o f  t h o u g h t  
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  t e a c h i n g .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
happen ing  t o d a y  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
o u r  books a r e  b e i n g  w r i t t e n .  

S t e e n :  L e t ' s  go back t o  Baker f o r  a  m i n u t e .  A s  b e s t  
you can  remember abou t  h i s  a c t u a l  l e c t u r e s ,  d i d  
h e  t e a c h  s i l v i c u l t u r e  w i t h  an  o b v i o u s  s e n s e  o f  
e t h i c s ,  d e f i n i n g  e t h i c s  as d e c i s i o n s  you make 
t h a t  e f fec t  o t h e r  people--and c e r t a i n l y  a p p l i e d  
s i l v i c u l t u r e  e f f e c t s  p e o p l e  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  Was 
s i l v i c u l t u r e  a b i o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t  o r  was t h e r e  
a s o c i a l  e l ement  t o  t h e  man? J u d g i n g  from t h e  
fo reword ,  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  know what t h e  res t  o f  
t h e  book is a b o u t .  

Robinson:  H e  d e a l t  w i t h  a l o n g  series of  g e n e r a l i -
z a t i o n s  t h a t  have  been d e v e l o p e d  by f o r e s t e r s ,  



most ly  European o n e s ,  I b e l i e v e .  Although no t  
a l l  t o g e t h e r .  

S t e e n :  What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  is how your i d e a s  
formed. You r e f e r  t o  Baker a s  a very impor tan t  
person  i n  your e d u c a t i o n .  

Robinson: I saw him a s  a whole man. He'd be what we 
r e f e r  t o  a s  a Renaissance man, you know. A l l  
k inds  o f  t h i n g s ,  every  k ind  of expe r i ence  t h a t  
he  knew o r  had found i ts  way i n t o  h i s  t h i n k i n g ,  
and t h e r e  was a p l a c e  f o r  i t .  And he  wasn ' t 
t o r n  w i t h  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  and he w a s n ' t  cover ing  
any th ing  up.  He w a s  a f r e e ,  comfor t ab l e ,  r a t h e r  
b road  pe r son .  He was g e n t l e  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  
t o o .  

S t e e n :  You s a i d  t h a t  Baker was your b e s t  p r o f e s s o r .  
But how do you r ank  a p r o f e s s o r ?  When you say  
t h a t  somebody was good o r  bad,  w h a t ' s  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  
you u s e  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  a p r o f e s s o r ?  

Robinson: I t h i n k  i n  B a k e r ' s  c a s e  I l i k e d  him b e s t  
because h i s  ph i losophy  agreed  wi th  mine. The 
t h i n g s  t h a t  he  brought  us  t o  i n  h i s  t e a c h i n g  
confirmed my love  of  t h e  f o r e s t .  I j u s t  had a 
r a p p o r t ,  because he  showed me how t o  do t h e  k inds  
of  t h i n g s  I thought  needed t o  b e  done t o  manage 
a f o r e s t  i n  t h e  way t h a t  I would l i k e ,  hav ing  i t  
managed. That r e a l l y  w a s  i t .  

S t e e n :  What o t h e r  c l a s s e s  d i d  you l i k e ?  Baker t a u g h t  
dendrology and s i l v i c u l t u r e ,  r i g h t ?  

Robinson: Y e s .  I l i k e d  s i l v i c u l t u r e ,  very much. I 
l i k e d  mensura t ion ,  and I l i k e d  management. D r .  
Ba r r  t a u g h t  t h o s e .  He a l s o  was my k ind  of man. 

S t een :  You've mentioned him b e f o r e .  Percy Bar r  was 
somebody you thought  was one o f  t h e  b e s t  p r o f s .  

Robinson: Yes. He was a r i g i d  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n ,  and 
he  p i l e d  g r e a t  work on u s ,  and he gave us  
h u r d l e s  t o  jump. He was tough i n  t h a t  s e n s e .  
But I enjoyed t h a t  because I was always good 
a t  math and I l i k e d  t o  s o l v e  problems and I 
cou ld  do i t .  So I could  e x c e l  a t  t h e  k ind  of 
t h i n g  t h a t  he d i d .  That  was p a r t  of  my r e a s o n .  



But more t h a n  t h a t ,  h e  w a s  f e a r l e s s  i n  a r g u i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p e o p l e  who l o b b i e d  f o r  t h e  t i m b e r  
i n d u s t r y ,  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  down t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
f o r  t h e i r  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  p o l i c i e s  and t h e i r  
s e l e c t i o n  management and t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  

S t e e n :  You had Walter Mul fo rd ,  t o o ?  

Robinson:  And h e  w a s  dean a t  t h e  t i m e .  

S t e e n :  Did h e  t e a c h  p o l i c y ?  

Robinson:  Y e s ,  and  I t h i n k  f o r e s t  economics .  
I n e v e r  had  a c o u r s e  from him. A c t u a l l y ,  

But 
I 

had a  minimum o f  f o r e s t r y  c o u r s e s .  I would 
have  l i k e d  t o  have  had  more,  b u t  i t  t o o k  m e  
s i x  y e a r s  t o  get  as much as I d i d .  [ L a u g h t e r ]  
And I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  want t o  s t a y  on any more.  
F o r e s t  i n f l u e n c e s  would have  been a n o t h e r  good 
o n e .  I admired  K i t t r e d g e ,  and I bought  h i s  
book and g o t  a l o t  o u t  of  i t .  

S t e e n :  T h i s  might  be h a r d  t o  g e n e r a l i z e ,  b u t  what 
w e r e  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  your  c l a s s m a t e s  toward  
f o r e s t r y ,  b o t h  i n  terms o f  t e c h n o l o g y  and 
a l s o  i n  t h e  e t h i c a l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
movement. Did t h e y  want t o  go i n t o  i n d u s t r y  
and make money o r  what?  

Robinson:  I t h i n k  t h a t  p r o b a b . 1 ~  h a l f  o f  them were 
j u s t  g o i n g  a l o n g  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  wad 
a way o f  g e t t i n g  a j o b .  They w e r e n ' t  r e a l l y  
t h i n k i n g  much a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  e lse .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h e y  had any p a r t i c u l a r  o b j e c t i v e s .  

You know, a t  t h a t  t i m e - - t h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  
l a r g e l y  s t i l l  t r u e - - t h e  boys  seemed t o  e x c e l  
i n  ma themat ics  and s c i e n c e ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  do 
w e l l  i n  t h e  r e a d i n g  s u b j e c t s  of  h i s t o r y  and 
l i t e r a t u r e .  So more boys t o o k  e n g i n e e r i n g - - I  
mean, boys  t o o k  e n g i n e e r i n g  more t h a n  any o t h e r  
s u b j e c t .  

The o n e s  who c o u l d n ' t  c u t  t h e  math i n  
e n g i n e e r i n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  f o r e s t r y ,  s o  w e  had 
the d r e g s  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  i n  f o r e s t r y  s c h o o l .  

S t e e n :  T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  much t h e  way a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  



of  Washington when I was a t  s c h o o l ,  t h e  same 
k i n d  of  p e o p l e  f l u n k i n g  o u t  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  math ,  and t h e y  d i d n ' t l i k e  t o  r e a d ,  s o  
t h e y  came o u t  o f  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s .  

Robinson:  Y e s .  So t h e r e  t h e y  were-- the l e a s t  q u a l i f i e d  
p e o p l e ,  t h e  o n e s  w i t h  t h e  l e a s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n c e r n s .  That  must have a c c o u n t e d  
f o r  h a l f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h a t  c l a s s .  

Then I ' d  s a y  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  o n e s  who were 
i n t e r e s t e d  w e r e n ' t  j u s t  d r i f t i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  
They were a s s o c i a t e d  somehow w i t h  f a m i l i e s  i n  
t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y ,  and t h e y  wanted t o  b e  
l o g g i n g  e n g i n e e r s .  There  were a few who l o v e d  
t h e  f o r e s t  f o r  i t s  b i o l o g i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  
I remember John  Mahoney was o n e .  H e ' s  now w i t h  
the P a r k  S e r v i c e .  H e  n e v e r  d i d  want t o  do 
a n y t h i n g  e x c e p t  work f o r  t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e .  He 
d i d n ' t  want t o  do any l o g g i n g .  That  d i s t u r b e d  
him. 

I ' m  t h e  o n l y  o n e  I know o f  i n  t h a t  c lass  
who wanted t o  manage t h e  f o r e s t  commerc ia l ly ,  
b u t  do i t  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  i t  remained u s e f u l  
f o r  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s .  

S t e e n :  How ;bout w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  and s o  f o r t h ?  Were 
most  o f  your  c l a s s m a t e s  opposed t o  t h a t  non-
u t i l i t a r i a n  approach  t o  f o r e s t  management? 

Robinson:  Yes,  most were opposed t o  i t .  The word 
" w i l d e r n e s s "  h a d n ' t  y e t  e n t e r e d  o u r  v o c a b u l a r y .  
T h e r e  were P r i m i t i v e  Areas a t  t h e  t i m e .  I 
remember a t  summer camp, when Emanuel F r i t z  was 
o n e  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s .  We had  two i n s t r u c t o r s - -
I t h i n k  i t  w a s  s i x  weeks '  summer s e s s i o n .  For  
t h r e e  weeks,  w e  had P e r c y  B a r r ,  and t h e  o t h e r  
t h r e e  weeks,  Emanuel F r i t z .  F r i t z  b r o u g h t  i n  
t h e  t i m b e r  management o f f i c e r  from t h e  Plumas 
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  a guy named P e c k i n p a h ,  and 
a n o t h e r  guy named Hank Nor ton ,  who l a t e r  became 
f o r e s t e r  f o r  F e a t h e r  R i v e r  Lumber Company. They 
were s c o f f i n g  a t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  o r  r a t h e r  
a t  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n - m i n d e d  people--what d i d  t h e y  
c a l l  them?--the l i t t l e  o l d  women i n  t e n n i s  s h o e s  
o r  something--who w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a  P r i m i t i v e  
Area around S p a n i s h  Peak .  Peck inpah  t o l d  u s  how 



h e  p r e v e n t e d  t h a t  from happening by s e l l i n g  some 
t i m b e r  t o  Meadow V a l l e y  Lumber Company w i t h i n  t h e  
a r e a  t h e y  wanted an-d r e q u i r i n g  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
c o n t r a c t  t h a t  t h e y  b u i l d  a r o a d  up t o  i t .  They 
wanted t o  make them s t a r t  l o g g i n g  a t  t h e  most 
r emote  p l a c e  and work down toward  t h e  m i l l ,  p a r t l y  
s o  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  h igh-grade  t h e  f o r e s t ,  b u t  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  f r u s t r a t e  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s .  H e  
was v e r y  proud o f  t h a t .  I was p r e t t y  d i s g u s t e d  
w i t h  i t .  But t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  I ' d  h e a r d  o f  
P r i m i t i v e  Areas .  I d i d n ' t  know t h e y  d i d  t h a t .  

S t e e n :  I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  I g o t  t h r o u g h  f o r e s t r y  
s c h o o l  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  exposed t o  any p h i l o s o p h y .  
You l e a r n  f o r e s t r y  a s  a t e c h n o l o g y ,  and you 
g r a d u a t e ,  and go t o  work f o r  somebody, and 
you f o l l o w  t h e i r  r u l e s ,  and you l a y  o u t  t i m b e r  
s a l e s ,  and you l o g  c a r e f u l l y  and m a i n t a i n  t h e  
p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  i t  was s t r i c t l y  
a t e c h n o l o g y .  I t  w a s  n e v e r  an e t h i c .  T h i s  
view o f  f o r e s t r y  came much l a t e r  f o r  me, r e a l l y  
a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  when I began 
t o  l o o k  a t  i t  i n  a  more p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e n s e  t h a n  
a  t e c h n i c a l  s e n s e .  

Robinson:  The whole f a c u l t y  i n  B e r k e l e y ,  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  Myron Krueger  and Emanuel F r i t z ,  
were p e o p l e  who would b e  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t i n g  
my p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  S i e r r a  Club p o s i t i o n  t o d a y ,  I ' m  
s u r e .  T h e r e  was o n e  guy I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  named 
Malmsden. H e  w a s  t h e r e  o n l y  f o r  a  y e a r  o r  two,  
and I n e v e r  knew what he  w a s  a b o u t .  But a l l  t h e  
res t  o f  them were c l e a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what w e  
would now c a l l  m u l t i p l e  u s e  f o r e s t r y ,  a s  opposed 
t o  w h a t ' s  happen ing .  They would have  a l l  been 
a p p a l l e d  a t  w h a t ' s  happen ing  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t s .  



FORESTER FOR THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC LAND COMPANY 

H a r o l d  S t e e n :  You g r a d u a t e d  a f t e r  a mere s i x  y e a r s  
[ l a u g h t e r ] .  Why t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Land 
Company? Dur ing  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  why d i d  t h e y  
even h i r e  a f o r e s t e r ?  

Gordon Robinson:  R i g h t  a f t e r  I g o t  o u t  o f  s c h o o l ,  I 
worked t e m p o r a r i l y  f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  I 
worked f o r  Don J a c k s o n  making maps. They were  
making maps f rom a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  whole 
n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  s y s t e m .  I g u e s s  i t  would t u r n  
o u t  t o  be  t h a t  f o r e s t  i n v e n t o r y  t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  
Resurvey i n  1945 .  I t  w a s  t h e  b a s i c  work f o r  t h a t .  
But t h i s  w a s  j u s t  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  J u n e ,  when 
t h e i r  budge t  r a n  o u t ,  o r  t h e i r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
r a n  o u t .  

About t h a t  t i m e  I g o t  a j o b  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  i n  Sac ramento .  T h i s  w a s  
i n t e r e s t i n g .  There  was a guy named D a n i e l  
Blood,  who worked f o r  t h e  Department  o f  F o r e s t r y ,  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  t h e n .  
We had a l a w  on t h e  s t a t u - t e s ,  c h a p t e r  3 . 1 3 ,  
under  which e v e r y  f o r e s t  l a n d  owner had  t o  pay 
t h r e e  c e n t s  an a c r e  p e r  y e a r  i n  t ax  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  of  F o r e s t r y ,  which a t  t h a t  t i m e  
w a s  t h e  f i r e  depar tment - -pe r iod .  

They were c o l l e c t i n g  t h i s  from t h e  l a r g e  
owners ,  b u t  i g n o r i n g  t h e  smaller o n e s .  Dan 
B l o o d ' s  i d e a  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  e i t h e r  c o l l e c t  
it from everybody o r  r e p e a l  t h e  l a w .  H e  w a s  
r i g h t .  So I was h i r e d  t e m p o r a r i l y  t o  h e l p  
c o m p i l e  t h e  names and a d d r e s s e s  of  a l l  of  t h e  
landowners  o f  f o r e s t  l a n d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  
implement ing  t h i s  t a x .  

I n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  I found  o u t  who were t h e  
major  t i m b e r l a n d  owners ,  j u s t  by t h e  p r o c e s s  
o f  working t h e r e .  The n e x t  y e a r  I c r u i s e d  t i m b e r  
f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what i t  
w a s .  And t h e n  my cousin-- in  Sacramento ,  who 



worked f o r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Company, showed 
m e  h i s  l i t t l e  company magazine .  I t  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  M r .  Impey, who was t h e  Land Commissioner ,  
t h a t ' s  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  l a n d  depar tment  
of  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Company, had d i e d .  I 
t h o u g h t ,  g e e ,  I g u e s s  everybody w i l l  move up a 
n o t c h ,  and t h e r e ' l l  b e  a p l a c e  f o r  a low man on 
t h e  t o t e m  p o l e .  So I a p p l i e d  f o r  a j o b  w i t h  them 

About t h e  same t i m e ,  Baker g o t  i n  t o u c h  
w i t h  me and t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was an o f f e r  f o r  
someone, a f o r e s t e r  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  O i l  Company 
on a l o t  o f  t i m b e r l a n d  t h e y  had a c q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  
o i l - - f o r  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  o i l  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
s t a t e s .  I a l s o  g o t  n o t i c e  o f  a j o b  o f f e r  from 
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  b e c a u s e  I ' d  p a s s e d  t h e  j u n i o r  
f o r e s t e r ' s  exam. T h i s  would have  been work f o r  
t h e  Klamath N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  up i n  Yreka.  So I 
had t h e s e  t h r e e  j o b s ,  a l l  a t  o n c e .  

W e l l ,  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  was b e t t e r  n o t  t o  
b e  i n  p u b l i c  employment i f  I c o u l d  a v o i d  i t .  

S t e e n :  Why was t h a t ?  

Robinson:  I d o n ' t  know. I t  was a  wrong d e c i s i o n ,  
b u t  I t h o u g h t  t h a t .  You know, t h e r e ' s  a lways  
t h i s  contempt f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  on t h e  p u b l i c  
p a y r o l l .  I had p i c k e d  up some o f  t h a t ,  and I 
j u s t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  way a t  t h e  moment. I d i d n ' t  
want  t o  go  down s o u t h  b e c a u s e  my sympath ies  were  
w i t h  t h e  b l a c k s ,  and a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  r a c i a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  were r e a l l y  b a d .  I j u s t  
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I c o u l d  s u r v i v e  i n  t h a t  s o c i a l  
c l i m a t e .  

But t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  looked  l i k e  a  
t remendous o p p o r t u n i t y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  had more 
t i m b e r l a n d  t h a n  anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and 
t h e y  w e r e n ' t  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  w i t h  i t ,  j u s t  s e l l i n g  
i t  t o  t h e  lumber companies .  So i t  was r e a l l y  an 
e a s y  c h o i c e .  I p r o b a b l y  t h i n k  i t  was t h a t ,  more 
t h a n  t h e  i d e a  o f  n o t  working f o r  t h e  government .  

S t e e n :  What was t h e  j u n i o r  f o r e s t r y  exam l i k e ?  They 
had done away w i t h  i t  by t h e  t i m e  I went t o  work 
f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  I d i d n ' t  have  t o  t a k e  a 



c i v i l  s e r v i c e  exam a s  s u c h .  Legend has  i t  t h a t  
i t  was ve ry  d i f f i c u l t .  There were peop le  who 
had made d i s t r i c t  r a n g e r  and s t i l l  h a d n ' t  pa s sed  
t h e  t e s t .  You had t o  know t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
a  board and a  p lank  and a l l  k i n d s  of  a r t i f i c i a l  
d e f i n i t i o n s  of t h i n g s .  

Robinson: No, i t  was a l o t  of  t e c h n i c a l  s t u f f .  I 
d o n ' t  remember what t h e  q u e s t i o n s  were .  I t ' s  
been a l ong  t ime .  But I know i t  was q u i t e  
comprehensive.  We went through q u i t e  a  b i t  of 
m a t e r i a l  on s i l v i c u l t u r e  and mensurat ion and 
on p o l i c y  m a t t e r s .  I t  was a  well-rounded,  
comprehensive examina t ion .  

S t e e n :  How about  t h e  f e l l o w s  you went t o  s choo l  w i th?  
You went t o  work f o r  S . P .  D i d n ' t  t hey  most ly  go 
t o  work f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  i f  t hey  g o t  a job 
i n  f o r e s t r y  a t  a l l ?  

Robinson: Yes. Wel l ,  about  h a l f  and h a l f .  I t h i n k  
about h a l f  went t o  work f o r  lumber companies. 

S t e e n :  That  many? I ' m  s u r p r i s e d .  

Robinson: I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  keep t r a c k .  

S t e e n :  In  my own c l a s s ,  a t  . t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Washington, t h e  d r a f t  from t h e  Korean War 
r e a l l y  took  a  b i g  b i t e  o u t  of t h e  e n r o l l m e n t .  
We s t a r t e d  wi th  s even ty - s ix  freshmen; o n l y  
f o u r t e e n  of u s  g o t  through t o  g r a d u a t i o n .  
Almost everybody was ove r  i n  Korea wi th  an M - 1 .  
You had t o  be i n  t h e  upper q u a r t e r  of your c l a s s  
t o  keep a d r a f t  defe rment .  

T h i r t e e n  of t h e  f o u r t e e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  myse l f ,  
went t o  work f o r  p u b l i c  f o r e s t r y .  Only one i n  
my c l a s s  went t o  work f o r  i n d u s t r y .  T h e r e ' s  
been a l o t  of s h i f t i n g  s i n c e  g r a d u a t i o n ,  and a 
l o t  of them have l e f t  p u b l i c  employment f o r  
p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .  

Robinson: I t  seems t o  me, i f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h a t  
something l i k e  2000 o r  2500 peop le  took  t h e  
j u n i o r  f o r e s t r y  exam i n  a y e a r ,  and about 1200 
of them p a s s e d ,  and seven of  them were g iven  
j o b s .  T h i s  was d u r i n g  t h e  Depress ion .  



S t e e n :  A l l  r i g h t ,  s o  y o u ' r e  working f o r  S . P .  And 
you have  a l l  t h i s  t e c h n i c a l  knowledge and a 
c e r t a i n  e t h i c ,  and t h e y  w e r e n ' t  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g .  
How i n  t h e  h e l l  do you g e t  them t o  do t h e  r i g h t  
t h i n g ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  i n e r t i a  b u i l t  i n t o  a l a r g e  
c o r p o r a t i o n ?  

Robinson:  I w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r e s t e r  t h e  
company had e v e r  employed. They had a l o n g  ser ies  
o f  woodsmen, c r u i s i n g  t i m b e r  and a p p r a i s i n g  i t  
f o r  them. Dur ing  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e y  l a i d  t h o s e  
guys  o f f ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was no s a l e s  i n  l a n d .  
They had t h i s  one guy ,  an  I n d i a n  whom t h e y  l i k e d ,  
and t h e y  k e p t  him I g u e s s  j u s t  b e c a u s e  h e  was 
a n  I n d i a n .  

Wel l ,  t h e r e ' s  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s .  F o r  one  
t h i n g ,  I was p roud  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  
Company--I went t h e r e  and m e t  t h e  p e o p l e  who 
were managing t h e  company, and t h e  l a n d  d e p a r t -  
ment ,  and I l i k e d  them immedia te ly .  They were 
gen t l emen .  They were e d u c a t e d  p e o p l e ,  and t h e y  
had a c o n s c i e n c e  and a c o n c e r n .  They were n o t  
t r y i n g  t o  w r i n g  a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  o u t  of  t h e  
l a n d .  They wanted t o  see t h e s e  l a n d s  u s e d  
p r o p e r l y .  

They welcomed m e  as  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r e s t e r  
who c o u l d  g i v e  them some a d v i c e  as t o  how t h e s e  
l a n d s  c o u l d  b e s t  b e  managed. R e a l l y ,  i t  w a s  
j u s t  amazing,  b u t  t h e y  d i d .  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  m a t u r e  
enough t o  g i v e  them t h a t  k i n d  o f  a d v i c e .  

S t e e n :  They w e r e n ' t  r e a l l y  f r e i g h t - o r i e n t e d ,  though? 
I worked o n e  summer f o r  N.P. R a i l r o a d ,  and t o  
t h e  company t i m b e r  w a s  f r e i g h t .  I t  w a s n ' t  some-
t h i n g  you managed. I f  t h e y  wanted  f r e i g h t  from 
t h e  n o r t h  f o r t y - - t h a t ' s  when t h e y  l o g g e d  i t ,  n o t  
b e c a u s e  i t  was t i m e  t o  c u t .  

Robinson:  T h i s  is  t r u e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f r e i g h t  
t r a f f i c  d e p a r t m e n t ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  r u n n i n g  
t h e  company. They were one  o f  t h r e e  f a c t o r s .  

S t e e n :  What was t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  S . P .  
Land Company and t h e  r a i l r o a d  i t s e l f ?  Was t h e r e  
any r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  



Robinson: Not very much. I t  was p r e t t y  l o o s e .  The 
l and  company was a  wholly owned s u b s i d i a r y .  Of 
c o u r s e ,  t h e  Southern P a c i f i c  had been i n t i m i d a t e d  
t o o  by t h a t  l a w s u i t  i n  which they  l o s t  t h e  0 & C 
l and  from Oregon. The l a n d  department was p r e t t y  
w e l l  d ivo rced  from t h e  company because  of t h a t .  
I t h i n k  probably  t h a t ' s  why they  were more o r  
less a l t r u i s t i c  i n  t h e i r  p o l i c y ,  because  they  
d i d n ' t  want t o  l o s e  t h e  rest o f  t h e  l a n d ,  and 
were p r e t t y  w e l l  b e a t  by t h a t  d e c i s i o n .  

But I d i d n ' t  even know about  t h a t  a t  t h e  
t i m e .  I j u s t  saw t h e s e  peop le  a s  t h e  s o r t  of 
peop le  I f e l t  comfor tab le  w i t h ,  and was r e a l l y  
d e l i g h t e d  t o  have t h e  chance t o  work wi th  them. 
But i t  bo the red  m e  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  was t o  s e l l  
t h e  l a n d  t o  lumber companies. 

S t een :  To se l l  t h e  l a n d ,  no t  the--

Robinson: To s e l l  t h e  l a n d ,  and t h e  t imber .  The 
lumber company then  j u s t  s imply d i sposed  of i t ,  
c u t  t h e  t imber  and d i sposed  of t h e  l a n d .  A f t e r  
I ' d  been a l l  o v e r  t h e  l a n d  g r a n t  and could  s e e  
what i t  was, I became aware of what we r e a l l y  
ought  t o  be do ing ,  and I kep t  t e l l i n g  t h e  boss  
t h a t  we r e a l l y  shou ld  withdraw t h i s  l a n d  from 
s a l e  and manage i t .  He s a i d ,  "Yes, bu t  t h a t ' s  
a g a i n s t  p o l i c y . "  

One day I asked him, "Well,  who makes 
p o l i c y ? "  and he s a i d ,  " I  guess  I do ."  So we 
changed t h e  p o l i c y .  T h a t ' s  how I came t o  be 
brought  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e .  

S t e e n :  They probably made a s  much money s e l l i n g  t h e  
t imber  as they  d i d  t h e  l a n d  t o o ,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  
when companies d i d n ' t  want t h e  l a n d .  

Robinson: Oh y e s ,  i f  n o t  more. They d o n ' t  know how 
much of a f a v o r  I gave them, do ing  t h a t .  S u r e .  
Well ,  I gues s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  immediately pre -  
ceded withdrawing t h e  l a n d  from s a l e  w a s  an 
assignment t o  go s tudy  t h e  management p o l i c i e s  
of t h r e e  r a i l r o a d s  headquar te red  i n  S e a t t l e - -  
t h e  Northern P a c i f i c  and t h e  Grea t  Northern and 
t h e  Milwaukee. 



G r e a t  N o r t h e r n  had some 200 ,000  a c r e s  o f  
c u t - o v e r  f o r e s t  l a n d  n e a r  Swan Lake i n  Montana. 
We went up t h e r e  and looked  a t  i t .  They had j u s t  
s h u t  t h e  m i l l ,  and t h e y  j u s t  c u t  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  
t i m b e r .  The town was on  t h e  a u c t i o n  b l o c k .  
D e p r e s s e d ,  unhappy p e o p l e  wander ing  a round  t h e  
s t r e e t s .  They wished t h e y  had done o t h e r w i s e .  
T h i s  was l a n d  t h e y ' d  b o u g h t .  

The Milwaukee had two o r  t h r e e  hundred 
thousand  a c r e s  t h a t  t h e y ' d  p u r c h a s e d  o u t  on  t h e  
Olympic P e n i n s u l a .  They were managing t h a t  f o r  
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d ,  b u t  i t  was s t i l l  p r e t t y  young,  
and t h e y  wished t h e y  had more. 

The N o r t h e r n  P a c i f i c  had two o r  t h r e e  
m i l l i o n  a c r e s ,  two and a h a l f  m i l l i o n  a c r e s ,  I 
t h i n k ,  s t i l l  o f  t i m b e r l a n d  i n  t h e  l a n d  g r a n t  
a f t e r  h a v i n g  s o l d  t h e  b e s t  o f  i t  t o  Weyerhaeuser  
t o  g e t  them s e t t l e d  on t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
t w e n t i e s .  

They were managing i t  f o r  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d .  
T h e i r  p e o p l e  were j u s t  w o n d e r f u l .  They showed 
u s  t h e i r  p l a n s ,  and how t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d ,  and how t h e y  managed t h e i r  sa les  
and a l l .  I w a s  g r e a t l y  i n s p i r e d  by t h a t ,  and  
came back  and w r o t e  a d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t ,  p o i n t i n g  
o u t  what t h e s e  p e o p l e  d i d  and recommending t h a t  
t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  do t h e  same. 

A p p a r e n t l y  t h e y  needed t h a t .  Most b u s i n e s s -  
men d o n ' t  want  t o  do  a n y t h i n g  u n l e s s  t h e y  know 
t h a t  some o t h e r  bus inessmen are d o i n g  t h e  same 
t h i n g .  T h i s  t o l d  them t h a t  o n e  w a s  d o i n g  t h e  
same t h i n g ,  and two o t h e r s  wished t h a t  t h e y  had 
been  d o i n g  t h e  same t h i n g .  So t h a t  seemed t o  b e  
a l l  t h e y  needed.  

S t e e n :  Was y o u r  b o s s  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  t o  b r i n g  i n  a 
c e r t a i n  amount o f  income e a c h  y e a r ?  H e  w a s  
o b v i o u s l y  making some money a l l  a l o n g .  I f  h i s  
income dropped  t o  t h e  company, was t h a t  a problem 
he had t o  overcome, o r  c o u l d  h e  j u s t - - ?  

Robinson:  I s u p p o s e .  I s u p p o s e .  But I d i d n ' t  worry 
abou t  t h a t .  



S t e e n :  When I worked f o r  N.P., a g a i n - - t h i s  w a s  a t  a 
v e r y  low l e v e l .  I j u s t  w a s  r u n n i n g  compass f o r  
t i m b e r  c r u i s e r s .  They s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  l a n d  
company had a q u o t a .  They had t o  e a r n  s i x  m i l l i o n  
do l l a r s - - some  f i g u r e  l i k e  t h a t - - e v e r y  y e a r  f o r  
t h e  r a i l r o a d .  T h a t ' s  what t h e  r a i l r o a d  w a n t e d ,  
t h a t  much income f rom t h e  l a n d .  That  was r e a l l y  
p r e s s u r e  on t h e  f o r e s t e r s  t o  manage t h e  l a n d  t o  
p r o d u c e  t h a t  much income.  T h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1 9 5 0 s .  

Robinson:  Wel l ,  I f i g u r e d  o u t  how much t i m b e r  w e  c o u l d  
s e l l ,  and e s t i m a t e d  t h e  income t h a t  w e  c o u l d  g e t  
from i t .  And nobody e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d  i t .  My b o s s  
w a s  i n  be tween t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  company and 
t h e  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  and m e .  I n e v e r  d e a l t  
d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  b o a r d .  Now maybe h e  had t o  do 
some b a r g a i n i n g  and a r g u i n g  t o  d e f e n d  my p o l i c i e s .  
I d o n ' t  know. But i f  s o ,  h e  n e v e r  r e v e a l e d  any 
c o n f l i c t s  o v e r  i t  t o  m e .  

We had s e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  b o a r d  who w e r e  
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  t o o .  I remember a f t e r  w e  g o t  
t h e  management p l a n  g o i n g ,  one  t i m e ,  we p u t  up 
a s a l e  i n  t h e  f o r e s t  l a n d  j u s t  w e s t  o f  Lake Tahoe,  
and o n e  b o a r d  member h e a r d  a b o u t  i t  and w a s  
t e r r i b l y  u p s e t .  W e  had t o  a s s u r e  him t h a t  t h i s  
w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  f u c k  up t h e  l a n d s c a p e  a round  
Lake Tahoe.  

I t h i n k  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r e s t e r  t o o k  him o u t  
and showed i t  t o  him, and showed him t h e  c u t  on  
t h e  l a n d ,  and h e  c o u l d  see f o r  h i m s e l f  t h a t  i t  
c o u l d  b e  l o g g e d  and s t i l l  be l e f t  l o o k i n g  l i k e  
a f o r e s t .  I n  f a c t ,  some of  t h e  dead  t rees w e r e  
removed, and i t  looked  p r e t t y  d a r n  good.  

Then h e  b ragged  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i c i e s  a f t e r  
t h a t .  But i t  t o o k  some d o i n g .  So I t h i n k  t h a t  
w e  w e r e  j u s t  f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h e  b o a r d  members t h a t  
w e  h a d .  

S t e e n :  How d i d  you i n t e r a c t  w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ?  
They had e v e r y  o t h e r  s e c t i o n  . . .  

Robinson:  Oh, w e  were c l o s e .  We w e r e  v e r y  c l o s e .  
W e  w e r e  a l l i e s .  The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  p e o p l e  
h e l p e d  m e  immensely i n  g e t t i n g  t h i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  



They h e l p e d  m e  f i n d  p e o p l e  t o  h i r e  t o  implement 
t h e  program.  They even conduc ted  sa les  f o r  u s  
f o r  a c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  i t  w a s  
p o s s i b l e  t o  do t h i s  and s a t i s f y  o u r  c u s t o m e r s .  
I had t o  u s e  t h e  p e o p l e  I had .  There  were o n l y  
t h r e e  o f  u s  i n i t i a l l y .  I had t o  u s e  t h e  whole 
crew t o  make an i n v e n t o r y  and estimate t h e  
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  i n  o r d e r  t o  have  a d e f i n i t e  
program.  

S t e e n :  How much f o r e s t  l a n d  d i d  you have  t h e r e ?  

Robinson:  Oh, around 750,000 a c r e s .  We had o v e r  a 
m i l l i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  I went t o  work,  and w e  s o l d  
t h e  b e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  t h i s  g o i n g .  

S t e e n :  Were you i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  SAF? Did you t h i n k  
o f  y o u r s e l f  a s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r e s t e r ,  i n  t h e  
s e n s e  t h a t  t h e y  t a l k e d  a b o u t  i t ?  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s .  

S t e e n :  I t h i n k  w e  c o u l d  s a y  now s a f e l y ,  t o d a y ,  t h a t  
you d o n ' t  see e y e  t o  e y e . w i t h  g e n e r a l  SAF p o l i c y .  

Robinson:  No, no .  

S t e e n :  How a b o u t  t h e n ?  H a s  t h e r e  been a change i n  
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o r  a change o f  view o r  what? 

Robinson:  Y e s .  

S t e e n :  O r  b o t h ,  maybe? 

Robinson:  I ' d  s a y  b o t h .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  SAF w a s  
more modera te  t h a n  t h e y  are  now, a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
P e o p l e  l i k e  A r t h u r  Samson and Baker were a c t i v e  
i n  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  American F o r e s t e r s .  

S t e e n :  So w a s  Emanuel F r i t z .  H e  w a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
J o u r n a l  of  F o r e s t r y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s .  

Robinson:  R i g h t ,  r i g h t .  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  J o u r n a l  
a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  w a s  e d i t i n g  i t .  I t h i n k  t h e  t o n e  
h a s  changed.  I h o n e s t l y  c a n ' t  remember. I have  
n e v e r  f u l l y  a g r e e d  w i t h  p o p u l a r  o p i n i o n s  i n  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n ,  b u t  I n e v e r  f e l t  t h a t  I w a s  an o u t c a s t  



I 
e i t h e r .  I mean, I d i d n ' t  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  I have  
s i n c e  I went t o  work f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b ,  b u t  
j u s t  f e l t  t h a t  I was u s i n g  my r i g h t  t o  s p e a k  up 
w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  l i k e  everybody e lse .  

But abou t  t h e  t i m e  I l e f t  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e  
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  was c h a n g i n g ,  t o o .  From t h e r e  o n ,  
t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  even  p u t  m e  on  t h e  m a i l i n g  l ist  t o  
r e c e i v e  t h e  mounds o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  u s e d  
t o  s e n d  t o  m e  when I was w i t h  t h e  S . P .  I s t i l l  
c a n ' t  g e t  them. 

S t e e n :  I t ' s  p r e t t y  o b v i o u s  from w a t c h i n g  y o u r  s l i d e  
show t h a t  y o u ' r e  proud o f  your  p r o f e s s i o n a l  work 
f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d - -  

Robinson : S u r e .  

S t e e n :  --but you l e f t  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

Robinson:  Oh, you wonder how I l e f t ?  

S t e e n :  Y e s .  

Robinson:  I g o t  f i r e d .  

S t e e n :  You t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e y  a b o l i s h e d  your  p o s i t i o n  
o r  someth ing .  [ L a u g h t e r ]  L e t ' s  t a l k  abou t  t h a t  
a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Robinson:  A l l  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  a l o n g  s t o r y ,  t o o .  You 
know, i n  1942 I was - c r u i s i n g  t i m b e r  o u t  a round  
W e a v e r v i l l e ,  and I m e t  E v e r e t t  J e n s e n ,  who was 
t h e n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r e s t e r .  

S t e e n :  F o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d ?  

Robinson:  No, f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  t h e  T r i n i t y  
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t .  The h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  was i n  W e a v e r v i l l e ,  and S h a s t a  
was i n  Mount S h a s t a ,  and t h e y  combined them l a t e r  
i n  Redding,  b u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  was a s e p a r a t e  
n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t .  

H e  t h o u g h t  t h a t - - w e l l ,  he  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  was m e e t i n g  m e ,  and t h a t  I worked 
f o r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Company--to t r y  t o  
p e r s u a d e  t h e  company t o  wi thdraw any l a n d s  from 



s a l e  o r  development t h a t  was i n  t h e  T r i n i t y  Alps 
P r i m i t i v e  Area.  We went up and looked a t  some 
of i t ,  and I was f u l l y  i n  agreement w i th  him. I 
f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  t h e  k i n d  of l and  t h a t  should  
b e  developed commercial ly.  F i r s t  of  a l l ,  t h e  
t imber  was s c a r c e  and t h e  road  c o s t s  would b e  
e x c e s s i v e ,  and then  i t  had good r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e .  

So I went t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o r  I gues s  I wro te  
t o  them and t o l d  them t h a t  we shou ld  r e s e r v e  t h a t  
l a n d .  They t o l d  m e  t h a t  i t  had a l r e a d y . b e e n  
r e s e r v e d ,  around 1925, bu t  t hen  they  wro te  t h e  
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  ano the r  l e t t e r ,  r e a s s u r i n g  them 
t h a t  t h i s  was be ing  r e s e r v e d .  

From t h e r e  o n ,  J e n s  and I worked, whenever 
we had an o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t o  f u r t h e r  t h a t  exchange. 
The company had f i f t y  thousand a c r e s  i n  t h e r e ,  
you see. The i d e a  was t o  swap t h a t  f o r  an equa l  
v a l u e  of  commercial f o r e s t  l a n d  o u t s i d e  t h i s  
p r i m i t i v e  a r e a .  

Some y e a r s  l a t e r  I t u r n e d  up managing t h e  
f o r e s t  l a n d ,  and he  t u r n e d  up a s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
n e g o t i a t o r  f o r  exchanges i n  t h e  l a n d  depar tment  
of t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i n  San F r a n c i s c o .  

So J e n s  came t o  m e  and thought  t h a t  we 
should  g e t  s e r i o u s  about  t h e  exchange.  I ag reed ,  
bu t  I wanted t o  postpone i t  u n t i l  I g o t  t h e  
t imber  management program going  smoothly.  That 
would be  s e l l i n g  ou r  s o - c a l l e d  a l l owab le  c u t  
a n n u a l l y ,  having t h e  customers  happy wi th  i t ,  
and be ing  a b l e  t o  depend on t h e  men t o  p r e p a r e  
t h e  s a l e s  and s u p e r v i s e  them. 

A f t e r  t h a t  g o t  go ing  smoothly ,  t h e n  we s e t  
t o  work on t h e  exchange.  F i r s t  t hey  sugges t ed  
an a r e a  f o r  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  and it  was between 
t h e  T r i n i t y  River  and Mount S h a s t a ,  around Mount 
Eddy. T h a t ' s  low-qua l i ty  l a n d .  Some of i t  is  
of  good v a l u e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  bu t  no t  a s  good 
a s  t h e  T r i n i t y  Alps ,  bu t  n o t  good commercial 
t imber  e i t h e r .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  was a good 
show. I wanted equa l  v a l u e  of  t h e  b e s t  commercial 
f o r e s t  l and  I could  g e t ,  w i t h i n  t h e  same county ,  
i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  u p s e t  t h e  t a x  r o l l .  



S t e e n :  I ' m  h o l d i n g  a c l i p p i n g  from t h e  13 J a n u a r y  
1978 C a l i f o r n i a  Log,  which is r e g i o n  f i v e ' s  
n e w s l e t t e r ,  an a r t i c l e  a b o u t  l a n d  exchange  w i t h  
S . P .  I t  s a y s  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  months ,  
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  and S . P .  have  been  n e g o t i a t i n g  
f o r  9 4 , 0 0 0  acres o f  company l a n d .  I t  r e f e r s  t o  
t h e  T r i n i t y  Alps  P r i m i t i v e  Area ,  and o t h e r  p l a c e s .  
I n  t h e  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h ,  i t  s a y s  "Most o f  t h e  l a n d  
S . P .  w i l l  a c q u i r e  i s  t imber-growing l a n d .  Much 
o f  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  w i l l  a c q u i r e  
is  r e c r e a t i o n a l  l a n d . "  So a p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e y ' r e  
f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  a round  to-- 

Robinson:  T h e y ' r e  c o n t i n u i n g ,  t h e y ' r e  d o i n g  what I--

S t e e n :  9 4 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  is  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
t o t a l  S . P .  o w n e r s h i p ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  You s a i d  7 5 0 , 0 0 0  
acres. 

Robinson:  7 3 0 , 0 0 0  a c t u a l l y .  Y e s .  

S t e e n :  T h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  s i z a b l e  exchange .  

Robinson:  W e l l ,  I ' m  g l a d  t o  h e a r  t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  
know a b o u t  i t .  

S t e e n :  I t  w a s n ' t  a l l  i n  v a i n ?  

Robinson:  No. I t  w a s n ' t .  I want t o  see where t h e s e  
are.  I hope  some o f  t h i s  is up a round  Mount 
S h a s t a .  

W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  good.  A l l  r i g h t .  So w e  re-
t a i n e d  Harnrnon, J e n s e n ,  and  Wal len ,  a c o n s u l t i n g  
f o r e s t r y  f i r m  i n  Oak land ,  t o  c r u i s e  t h e  t i m b e r  
i n  t h e  two areas. I s e t t l e d  on t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  
a r o u n d  t h e  T r i n i t y ,  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  
R i v e r ,  a round  T r i n i t y  C e n t e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  t h e  
h i g h e s t  s i t e  q u a l i t y  o f  l a n d  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y ,  and i n t e r m i n g l e d  w i t h  o u r  e x i s t i n g  
h o l d i n g s .  

So Hammon, J e n s e n ,  and  Wal len  c r u i s e d  t h e  
t i m b e r  o f  t h e  s t u f f  i n  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  a r e a ,  and  
i n  t h e  area t h a t  w e  d e s i g n a t e d  we w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  a c q u i r i n g  f o r  exchange .  Then we s e p a r a t e l y  
a p p r a i s e d  t h e  l a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  h e l p e d  by 
p r o v i d i n g  m e  w i t h  t r a n s a c t i o n  e v i d e n c e .  You 



know, e a c h  r a n g e r  d i s t r i c t  m a i n t a i n s  a  f i l e  on 
t h e  s a l e  o f  p r o p e r t y  i n  and a round  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t ,  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  I g u e s s  f o r  
a p p r a i s a l  p u r p o s e s  when t h e y ' r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  l a n d  
exchanges .  So t h e y  j u s t  made t h a t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
m e .  We were u s i n g  much t h e  same d a t a ,  and s o  
t h e n  t h e y  made a s p e c i f i c  p r o p o s a l  o f  c e r t a i n  
l a n d s ,  o r  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  d e s c r i b e d  l a n d s .  They 
s e n t  i t  w i t h  maps and a l l .  

I r e sponded  by upp ing  t h e  a n t e .  I t h o u g h t  
t h a t  t h e y  had u n d e r a p p r a i s e d  o u r  l a n d  and over-
v a l u e d  t h e i r s  a b i t .  So I went t o  t h e  o t h e r  edge  
of  t h e  r a n g e  of p l a u s i b i l i t y  and made a c o u n t e r -
p r o p o s a l ,  had i t  a l l  w r i t t e n  up w i t h  maps and 
e v e r y t h i n g .  Now, i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Company, 
you d o n ' t  s i g n  l e t t e r s  u n l e s s  y o u ' r e  t h e  head of  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  P e o p l e  p r e p a r e  them f o r  you and 
i n i t i a l  them and you s e n d  them i n  t o  t h e  b o s s ,  
and h e  s i g n s  them. 

So t h e  b o s s  g o t  t h i s  l e t t e r .  H e  c a l l e d  m e  
i n  t o  e x p l a i n  i t .  I t o l d  him a l l  a b o u t  i t .  H e  
s a i d ,  "You know, I t h i n k  we 'd  b e t t e r  s e n d  t h i s  
up t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  a p p r o v a l  
b e f o r e  w e  m a i l  i t . "  I t  was j u s t  a c o u n t e r -
p r o p o s a l .  

So I d i d .  I p r e p a r e d  a l e t t e r  t o  M r .  
B i a g i n n i ,  who was t h e n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
l a n d  company and g e n e r a l  manager o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
P a c i f i c .  H e  s e n t  i t  back down, s a y i n g ,  "You 
know, I t h i n k  y o u ' d  b e t t e r  p u t  t h i s  f o r m a l l y  
up t o  M r .  R u s s e l l , "  who w a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of  
t h e  company. I don ' t know why. He s a i d  it was 
a touchy  s u b j e c t .  

S t e e n :  You k i c k e d  t h i s  up t o  t h e  t o p  man. 

Robinson:  Y e s .  M r .  R u s s e l l  was l i k e  Ronald Reagan. 
H e  had t o  have  e v e r y t h i n g  p u t  t o  him i n  a one-
p a g e  memorandum, you know. And s o  I p r e p a r e d  
a one-page memorandum, d e s c r i b i n g  t h a t  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  had 50 ,000  a c r e s  of  w o r t h l e s s  
l a n d ,  s u i t a b l e  o n l y  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  and f o r  which 
t h e r e  was no p r o s p e c t  o f  income. We proposed  
t o  exchange t h a t  f o r  e i g h t  thousand  a c r e s  o f  
t h e  b e s t  commercial  f o r e s t  l a n d  i n t e r m i n g l e d  



w i t h  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c ' s  h o l d i n g s  t h a t  now were 
owned by t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  and t h e  t a x e s  on  
t h e  l a n d  would b e  s o  much, and t h e  t y p e  o f  l a n d  
t h a t  w e  would a c q u i r e  s o  much, and t h e  s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d  income would b e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s o  many 
thousand  b o a r d - f e e t  a y e a r  and s o  many d o l l a r s ,  
and I recommend a p p r o v a l .  

I a s k e d  f o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  n e g o t i a t e .  R u s s e l l  
t o o k  o n e  l o o k  a t  i t  and h e  s c r i b b l e d  a c r o s s  i t ,  
" I f  you c a n ' t  make a b e t t e r  d e a l  t h a n  t h a t ,  y o u ' d  
b e t t e r  b r e a k  o f f  n e g o t i a t i o n s . "  H e  wanted e q u a l  
a c r e a g e  exchange .  

W e l l ,  I f i g u r e d  h e  w a s  an  a s s ,  and I g o t  
s a r c a s t i c  a b o u t  i t ,  s o  t h e y  f i r e d  m e .  

S t e e n :  You s a i d  s o m e t h i n g  i n  o n e  o f  your  l e t t e r s  t o  
m e  a b o u t  a l o y a l t y  o a t h ,  a s  p a r t  and p a r c e l  t o  
your  l e a v i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I g o t  i n t o  t r o u b l e  
w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  s e v e r a l  times. Dur ing  t h e  
McCarthy e r a ,  a l l  t h e  b i g  s h o t s  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
P a c i f i c  company were s u p p o r t i n g  McCarthy, a n d .  
t h e y  t r i e d  t o  f e e l  m e  o u t  on what I t h o u g h t .  I 
t h o u g h t  McCarthy was a w f u l ,  and s a i d  s o .  They 
k e p t  aski -ng  me, "Well ,  w h a t ' s  wrong w i t h  a 
l o y a l t y  o a t h ? "  and  t h e n  nobody would pay  any  
a t t e n t i o n  when I t r i e d  t o  t e l l  them. 

I f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  who were 
o b j e c t i n g  t o  l o y a l t y  o a t h s - - I  mean t o  s a y ,  t h e  
p e o p l e  who were a s k i n g  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  w h a t ' s  
wrong w i t h  t h e  l o y a l t y  o a t h ?  d i d n ' t  have  an  
i n t e r e s t  s p a n  l o n g  enough t o  r e c e i v e  a n  exp lana-
t i o n .  What t h i s  c o u n t r y  needed was a one-
s e n t e n c e  answer t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  And s o  I 
went t o  E r n e s t  B e s i g ,  who w a s  my f r i e n d .  I w a s  
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  Union h e r e ,  on 
t h e i r  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s  
t o o  f o r  t h e  Marin C h a p t e r .  I t o l d  him t h a t .  
H e  n e v e r  d i d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  I came t o  
r ea l i ze  t h a t  i f  you have  a b r i g h t  i d e a ,  y o u ' r e  
t h e  one  t h a t  h a s  t o  do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  and 
g i v i n g  i t  t o  somebody e l se  d o e s n ' t  work. 



So one day I s a t  me down w i t h  pen and 
p e n c i l ,  and I wro te  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e - C h r o n i c l e ,  
and I s a i d  t h a t  people  a r e  always a s k i n g  w h a t ' s  
wrong w i t h  t h e  l o y a l t y  o a t h .  ~ w r o t e :I can 
answer t h a t  and two o t h e r  s i m i l a r  q u e s t i o n s ,  i n  
one s e n t e n c e .  To s i g n  a l o y a l t y  o a t h  o r  t o  
s a l u t e  a  f l a g  o r  t o  r e c i t e  a  c r eed  is  no t  a  
demons t ra t ion  of l o y a l t y  b u t  an a c t  of submis s ion ;  
f r e e  people  j u s t  d o n ' t  submi t .  

So t h a t  c o s t  me my job!  [Laughter]  And 
I ' m  very proud of i t .  I t h i n k  tha t - - I  g o t  i t  
a l l  t o g e t h e r  i n  one s e n t e n c e .  

S t e e n :  A l l  r i g h t .  You have t h i s  n i c e  home i n  h$arin, 
and c h i l d r e n ,  and t h e  company and you have p a r t e d  
ways. So you became a c o n s u l t a n t .  

Robinson: I became a c o n s u l t a n t ,  r i g h t .  

S t e e n :  What were t h e  o p t i o n s  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a t  
t h a t  t ime?  

Robinson: I should  e x p l a i n  something.  The r e c o r d  
w i l l  l ook  a  l i t t l e  confused a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  I n  
1956, I t h i n k  i t  was, when t h i s  l o y a l t y  o a t h  
t h i n g  took  place--a t  t h a t  t ime  t h e y  punished me 
by a s k i n g  m e  t o  change p l a c e s  w i t h  my a s s i s t a n t ,  
who was then  Kermit Cuf f ,  and have h im be t h e  
c h i e f  f o r e s t e r ,  and I would con t inue  t o  be t h e  
f o r e s t e r .  

I was b i t t e r l y  h u r t  by i t ,  b u t  i t  d i d  permi t  
m e  t o  con t inue  t o  manage t h e  l a n d ,  a l though  I d i d  
i t  i n  somebody e l s e ' s  name, i n  t h e  q u i e t .  I 
thought  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t hey  j u s t  d i d n ' t  want 
m e  up f r o n t .  They d i d n ' t  want me t o  be known, 
a l t hough  they  d i d  a p p r e c i a t e  what I was do ing .  
So they  l e t  me go on doing i t ,  b u t  had me be 
s o r t  of  a s e c r e t  employee. 

But t h i s  second t h i n g ,  ove r  t h e  T r i n i t y  
Alps,  a p p a r e n t l y  was t h e  l a s t  s t r a w  f o r  M r .  
R u s s e l l .  So t h e n  t h e y  a b o l i s h e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  
whereupon I r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  what t h e y  o f f e r e d .  
I t h i n k  they  d i d  t h a t  because I was an o f f i c e r  
of t h e  company, and e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  company 
r e t i r e m e n t  p l a n ,  which w a s  q u i t e  generous .  



But by a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e y  were  
a b l e  t o  c u t  m e  o u t  o f  t h a t  and s i m p l y  c o n f i s c a t e  
t h e  money t h a t  had b e e n  se t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  re t i re-
ment .  A l o t  o f  companies do t h a t ,  you know, and 
I w a s  j u s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  from r e t i r e m e n t .  T h i s  
h a s  been made u n l a w f u l  s i n c e ,  b u t  a l o t  o f  
companies t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  coun t ry - -  

S t e e n :  Y o u ' r e  r e t i r e d  now, but--

Robinson:  I ' m  d rawing  r a i l r o a d  r e t i r e m e n t ,  b u t  
t h a t ' s  a f e d e r a l  t h i n g .  That  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  
do w i t h  t h e  company. When t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
l a w s  were se t  u p ,  t h e r e  were two s e t  u p ,  o n e  
f o r  r a i l r o a d  employees and t h e  o t h e r  f o r  eve ry -  
body e l se .  

S t e e n :  Had you t h o u g h t  a b o u t  b e i n g  a c o n s u l t a n t  
b e f o r e  you l e f t  t h e  company? 

Robinson:  No, I r e a l l y  h a d n ' t .  I d i d n ' t  know what 
t o  d o .  I have  two s t o r i e s  t o  t e l l  a b o u t  t h a t ,  
o n e  a b o u t  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  my f a m i l y ,  and t h e  
o t h e r  a b o u t  what I d i d .  I f i r s t  want t o  t e l l  
you a b o u t  my f a m i l y .  I t h i n k  y o u ' l l  l i k e  t h i s .  
I f e l t  ashamed--you know, when someth ing  l i k e  
t h a t  happens  you f e e l  g u i l t y ,  even i f  y o u ' r e  
n o t .  I ' m  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  what w e  c a l l  g u i l t ,  
t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  g u i l t ,  is  j u s t  a  word w e  a s c r i b e  
t o  an  e m o t i o n a l  r e a c t i o n  which can  come from a  
v a r i e t y  o f  s i t u a t i o n s .  [Laughs]  I wonder what 
happens  w i t h  t h e s e  l i e  d e t e c t o r s ,  w h e t h e r  
t h e y ' l l  t u r n  up f a l s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  
r e a s o n .  

My w i f e  was t e a c h i n g  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
s o  w e  had a r e a s o n a b l e  income from t h a t .  We 
l o o k e d  a t  o u r  s a v i n g s  a c c o u n t ,  and w e  t h o u g h t ,  
"We're a l l  r i g h t  i f  I n e v e r  work a g a i n .  " We 
had t h r e e  k i d s  i n  c o l l e g e  on a  pay-as-you-go 
b a s i s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  But I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  want 
t o  b r e a k  t h i s  news t o  t h e  k i d s .  I was a f r a i d  
t h a t  i t  would d i s t u r b  them. 

But  C h a r l o t t e ,  who was g o i n g  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Washington,  was t h e  f i r s t  o n e  t o  
communicate w f t h  u s  a f t e r  t h a t .  She phoned 
home, and s o  I t o l d  h e r  what happened.  She 



s a i d ,  "Hurrah ,  Dad! I n e v e r  u n d e r s t o o d  how you 
c o u l d  s t a n d  i t  w i t h  t h a t  company as l o n g  as you 
d i d .  D o n ' t  worry  a b o u t  m e . "  I t h o u g h t ,  "Well ,  
f o r  h e a v e n ' s  s a k e !  T h a t ' s  t e r r i f i c . "  

The n e x t  w a s  Dan. H e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  U . C .  
D a v i s .  The same t h i n g !  The t h i r d  o n e  w a s  L a r r y .  
H e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  U . C .  S a n t a  Cruz .  H e  s t a r t e d  
down t h e r e  when t h e y  opened t h e  campus w i t h  t h e  
t r a i l e r s .  W e l l ,  t h i s  w a s  s a d  t o  m e  b e c a u s e  t h a t  
w a s  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  t h a t  any o n e  o f  t h e  k i d s  e v e r  
phoned home f o r  more money. Each s c h o o l  y e a r  
w e  worked o u t  a budge t  f o r  them, how much t h e y  
needed f o r  room and b o a r d  and books and t u i t i o n  
and l a b  f e e s  and a l l  t h a t ,  and w e  worked o u t  a 
s c h e d u l e  and I j u s t  s e n t  them a check t h e ' f i r s t  
o f  t h e  month. If t h e y  wanted  more t h a n  t h a t ,  
t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  a p a r t - t i m e  j o b .  But i t  would 
i n c l u d e  s p e n d i n g  money and s t u f f .  We s e t  them 
up p r e t t y  w e l l .  

S t e e n :  Then 'you must have  l o s t  y o u r  j o b  i n  ' 6 2  o r  ' 64 .  

Robinson: '  ' 6 6 .  But L a r r y  phoned home and asked  m e  f o r  
some e x t r a  money t o  buy a new p a i r  o f  s k i s .  H e  
and a bunch of  f r i e n d s  were g o i n g  t o  go up t o  
Heavenly V a l l e y ,  and s o  I b r o k e  t h i s  news t o  him. 
H e  s a i d ,  "Oh, God," t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t i m e s ,  and I 
s a i d ,  "Don ' t  worry  a b o u t  i t ,  i t ' s  o k a y . "  H e  
s a i d ,  "Well ,  t h e n  I w o n ' t  g o . "  I s a i d ,  "Well ,  
d o n ' t  change y o u r  p l a n s .  J u s t  d o n ' t  do i t  t h e  
most e x p e n s i v e  way."  You know, h e  wanted t o  buy 
a new p a i r  of t h e  most e x p e n s i v e  s k i s ,  t h e  l a t e s t  
t h i n g .  "Why c a n ' t  you r e n t  a  p a i r ,  o r  borrow it?" 
He s a i d ,  " I  w o n ' t  g o .  Do you want  m e  t o  come 
home?" I s a i d ,  " T h e r e ' s  no need t o  come home. " 

"Yes, b u t  would you l i k e  m e  t o  come home?" 

Wel l ,  L a r r y  h a s  a lways  been a buddy o f  
mine .  I s a i d ,  "Sure ,  y o u ' r e  a comfor t  t o  m e . "  
So he h i t c h h i k e d  home, and he  b r o u g h t  m e  Rober t  
F r o s t ' s  poem, you know, t h a t  one  "Whose woods 
t h e s e  a r e " ?  You know what i t  5s. Tha t  i s n ' t  
t h e  t i t l e .  "On t h e  snowy e v e n i n g  s t o p p i n g  by 
t h e  woods,"  someth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

The n e x t  weekend, h e  h i t c h h i k e d  home a g a i n ,  
and t h i s  t i m e  h e  b r o u g h t  m e  Camus1 Myth o f  S i s y p h u s .  



Do you know about t h a t ?  Wel l ,  Sisyphus was t h i s  
Greek god who had a mind of  h i s  own, who was a 
problem t o  t h e  o t h e r s  because he  d i d n ' t  conform. 
He was always f i g u r i n g  t h i n g s  o u t  and going h i s  
own way and d e f y i n g  them. One day he  d i d  something 
t h a t  was unaccep tab le  t o  t h e  gang,  and s o  t h e y  
rounded him up and meted o u t  t h e  wors t  punishment 
they  could  c o n t r i v e .  They committed him t o  having 
t o  r o l l  a s t o n e  up Mount Olympus f o r  a l l  e t e r n i t y ,  
and every  t ime  i t  g o t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  
mountain,  i t  would b reak  l o o s e  and r o l l  down, 
and he would have t o  shag a f t e r  i t  and s t a r t  o v e r  
a g a i n .  So when you h e a r  thunder  on Mount Olympus, 
you know t h a t  o l d  S isyphus  is  t a k i n g  h i s  punish-  
ment and running  down a f t e r  t h a t  s t o n e .  

Camus, t h i s  g r e a t  French p h i l o s o p h e r ,  took 
o f f  on t h i s .  He s a i d  t h a t  he  w a s n ' t  concerned 
about  S i s y p h u s ' s  s t a t e  of  mind on h i s  way up t h e  
mountain.  He knows t h a t  h e ' s  f e e l i n g  h i s  o a t s ,  
h e ' s  f e e l i n g  good. What concerns  him is  what 
goes on i n  h i s  head on t h e  way down. I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  l i n e  of  l o g i c - - i t ' s  a r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  
book t o  r e a d .  But t h e  g e n e r a l  i d e a  w a s  t h a t  he  
f i g u r e d  t h a t  S i syphus  tr iumphed o v e r  h i s - a d v e r -
s a r i e s  by coming t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  you d o n ' t  g e t  
your j o l l i e s  from achievement ,  b u t  r a t h e r  th rough  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o '  a c h i e v e .  

So t h a t  was t h e  message t h a t  La r ry  brought  
home f o r  me. I ' v e  been very  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h a t ,  
and t h a t ' s  been p a r t  of my phi losophy eve r  s i n c e .  

S t e e n :  So you had t o  look  f o r  a j o b .  What d i d  you do? 

Robinson: A s  I s a y ,  we were okay f i n a n c i a l l y .  We 
could  g e t  by i f  I neve r  had a j ob .  So my w i f e  
s a i d ,  "Well,  Gordon, nex t  t ime  do what you r e a l l y  
want t o  do.  " So I g o t  some p r o f e s s i o n a l  adv ice  
on jobhunt ing ,  and fol lowed i t .  The i d e a  was 
f i r s t  t o  p r e p a r e  a resume of  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  I ' v e  
done t h a t  a r e  worth  t a l k i n g  abou t .  So I d i d .  
I t  was a b e a u t i f u l  s p r i n g t i m e ,  and I ' d  sunba the  
o u t  t h e r e  f o r  days .  Every t ime  I ' d  g e t  an i d e a ,  
remember something t h a t  I had done,  I ' d  come i n  
and t y p e  i t  up. [See appendix A ]  I had done a 
f a i r  amount of o r i g i n a l  work, b u t  I ' d  never  
pub l i shed  i t ,  because I was j u s t  t o o  busy w i t h  
o t h e r  t h i n g s .  



Then I made a l is t  of a l l  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  
t h i n g s  I wanted most of  a l l  t o  do t h e  r e s t  o f  
my l i f e .  I wanted t o  expose t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y ' s  
r a i d  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  I wanted t o  w r i t e  
about what had happened t o  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  
And I wanted t o  w r i t e  about  t h e  f o r e s t r y  s c h o o l s ,  
and how t h e y ' d  come t o  be dominated by t h e  t imber  
i n d u s t r y .  I wanted t o  p a i n t .  I wanted t o  l e a r n  
t o  p l a y  t h e  g u i t a r .  There were a  bunch of  t h i n g s .  

But t h e  main t h i n g  was r e a l l y  a  w r i t i n g  
p r o j e c t  d e a l i n g  wi th  f o r e s t r y .  So then  I made 
a l is t  of  f o l k s  who might be  persuaded t o  f i n a n c e  
my program. I was t h i n k i n g  i n  terms of  a  g r a n t  
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  o r  maybe employment. I thought  of  
t e a c h i n g ,  maybe, a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  C a l i f o r n i a  
f o r e s t r y  s c h o o l .  I h a d n ' t  r e a l i z e d  what changes 
had taken  p l a c e .  They j u s t  laughed.  

I thought  of t h e  exper iment  s t a t i o n .  John 
McGuire w a s  d i r e c t o r  t hen  i n  Berke ley .  He w a s  
a f r i e n d  of  mine. They had no openings ,  b u t  he 
t r i e d  t o  t a l k  m e  i n t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t r y .  
They had some t h i n g s  through t h e  Uni ted Nat ions  
t h a t  he  thought  were u s e f u l .  

I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  w e  were i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  
t e a c h  o t h e r  peop le  how t o  manage t h e i r  f o r e s t  
l a n d .  I thought  w e  ought  t o  l e a r n  how t o  do i t  
o u r s e l v e s  f i r s t .  

There  was t h e  Cente r  f o r  Democratic S t u d i e s  
i n  San ta  Barbara .  I thought  maybe I could  go 
down t h e r e  and h o l e  up and w r i t e  t h i s  s t u f f .  And 
t h e r e  was t h e  S i e r r a  Club. I thought  maybe they  
would know what g r a n t s  were a v a i l a b l e ,  and how 
t o  approach them. 



FORESTRY CONSULTANT TO THE SIERRA CLUB 

Gordon Robinson: I went ove r  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Club and 
met Bob Golden, who was then  t h e  o f f i c e  manager, 
and I t o l d  him what I wanted t o  do.  He s a i d ,  
"You know, I t h i n k  t h i s  is  a g o . "  I s a i d ,  "What 
do you mean?" He s a i d ,  "Well, Dave Brower has  
wanted a f o r e s t e r  on t h e  s t a f f  f o r  y e a r s ,  and 
y o u ' r e  t h e  only  one he would t r u s t . "  I d i d n ' t  
know t h a t  Dave Brower had e v e r  heard  of  me. Th i s  
was amazing t o  me. I gues s  I had w r i t t e n  s t u f f  
t o  them, and s e n t  them t h i n g s ,  bu t  t h a t  was r e a l l y  
amazing. 

Well ,  I w a s n ' t  t h i n k i n g  o f  working f o r  t h e  
c l u b .  I was t h i n k i n g  of  them h e l p i n g  me f i n d  
a g r a n t ,  and do some w r i t i n g .  I j u s t  thought  
r i g h t  t h e r e ,  i f  t hey  want t o  r e t a i n  me, t h a t ' s  
a l l  I want t o  do.  I never  looked any f u r t h e r .  
So I j u s t  came home and wai ted  f o r  them to-- 
He s a i d ,  "We d o n ' t  have money; w e ' l l  have t o  s e e  
what k inds  of  money--" 

So every  week o r  s o ,  I ' d  phone Bob t o  s e e  
i f  t hey  found any money, and he always s a i d  no.  
F i n a l l y  one day I t o l d  him, "Look, Bob, one of  
t h e s e  days  y o u ' r e  go ing  t o  f i n d  t h e  money. And 
then  w e ' r e  bo th  go ing  t o  be  unhappy, because 
t h e r e ' s  more t o  do than  we can e v e r  g e t  done. 
So why d o n ' t  I j u s t  go t o  work?" He s a i d ,  "Well,  
a l l  r i g h t .  You can u s e  t h a t  desk  o u t  t h e r e  i f  
you want t o .  Who do you want t o  work f o r ,  Ed 
Wayburn, o r  Dave Brower?" I ' d  never  heard  of 
Ed Wayburn. He was, I t h i n k ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of 
t h e  c l u b ,  bu t  I had never  p a i d  any a t t e n t i o n  t o  
c l u b  p o l i t i c s .  

"Well,  h e ' s  hand l ing  t h e  Redwood Park 
b a t t l e ,  and Brower is  mainly concerned wi th  
g e n e r a l  conse rva t ion  and h i s  w r i t i n g  p r o j e c t s . "  
I thought  t h e  Redwoods would be  t h e  t h i n g  f i r s t ,  
because t h a t  involved  t h i n g s  c l o s e  t o  what I ' d  
j u s t  been do ing ,  a p p r a i s a l  of p r o p e r t y  and t h a t  
s o r t  of  t h i n g .  



So I went t o  work f o r  Wayburn, b u t  t h e y  
d i d n ' t  want m e  as an  employee,  b e c a u s e  t h i s  would 
have  i n v o l v e d  them i n  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s ,  and f o r  a 
p e r s o n  my a g e  t h a t  would have  been e x p e n s i v e .  So 
t h e y  r e t a i n e d  m e  as a c o n s u l t a n t  and I ' v e  been a 
c o n s u l t a n t  e v e r  s i n c e .  They found t h e  money, and 
w i t h i n  a c o u p l e  of  y e a r s  I w a s  e a r n i n g  a s  much as 
I d i d  w i t h  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c ,  b u t  much h a p p i e r .  
And t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t ' s  been e v e r  s i n c e .  

S t e e n :  B e f o r e  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  what you d i d  a s  a 
c o n s u l t a n t  w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  C lub ,  l e t ' s  s c a n  
t h i s  l ist o f  your  n o n - S i e r r a  Club c o n s u l t i n g  
j o b s .  [ S e e  Appendix B] T h e r e ' s  no p a r t i c u l a r  
r e a s o n  w e  need t o  t a l k  a b o u t  e v e r y  one  of  them. 
But I t h o u g h t  you might  t a k e  t h i s  l is t  and s c a n  
down, and i f  you t h i n k  you see one  t h a t  you 
r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  spend  a l i t t l e  t i m e  o n ,  j u s t  s o  
p e o p l e  can  s e e  what you do  when y o u ' r e  n o t  working 
f o r  t h e  c l u b .  T h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a r a n g e  of  a c t i v i t i e s  
on t h a t  l i s t .  

Robinson:  The case o f  Mike Leon i n  Wyoming--Mike 
Leon w a s  a l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n s u l t a n t  t o  Sena to r - -  
what w a s  h i s  name? H e  w a s  d e f e a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  
e l e c t i o n .  Gayle  McGee, y e s .  Wel l ,  M c G e e  was 
u p s e t  a b o u t  r e p o r t s  h e  had a b o u t  mismanagement o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t s  i n  Wyoming. So Mike Leon 
a s k e d  m e  t o  come and i n s p e c t  t h o s e  f o r e s t s  w i t h  
him and h i s  s e c r e t a r y .  We s p e n t  a b o u t  a week 
d o i n g  t h a t .  1 l o o k e d  a t  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  had g i v e n  them, and looked  t o  see 
where t h e y  were f o o l i n g  and where t h e y  were n o t ,  
and p r e p a r e d  a r e p o r t  s o  t h e  s e n a t o r  would know 
what w a s  g o i n g  o n .  

I d i d n ' t  g e t  p a i d  f o r  t h a t .  They p a i d  
my e x p e n s e s ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  g i v e  me a f e e .  
The r e a s o n  is  t h a t  i t ' s , u n e t h i c a l ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  
f o r  s e n a t o r s  t o  do t h a t .  

S t e e n :  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Robinson:  Y e s .  

S t e e n :  Sounds l i k e  a c h e a p s k a t e  t o  m e .  

Robinson:  W e l l ,  maybe t h a t  w a s  i t .  [Laughs]  



S t e e n :  Obvious ly  t h e y  have  t o  h i r e  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s - -  
anyway, t h e y  d i d n ' t  pay you.  How d i d  t h e y  know 
a b o u t  you? Of c o u r s e ,  you had S i e r r a  Club 
p u b l i c i t y  by t h a t  t i m e .  

Robinson:  R i g h t .  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  what i t  was .  I 
was conv inced  t h a t  h e  was c o r r e c t  i n  t h a t ,  b u t  
I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  now. 

S t e e n :  I t  was 1972 .  

Robinson:  Y e s .  

S t e e n :  How a b o u t  t h e  Kern P l a t e a u  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  
1971? I ' v e  h e a r d  vague t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h a t .  I 
d o n ' t  even know what t h e  i s s u e s  were .  

Robinson:  T h a t ' s  a g roup  o f  p e o p l e  a round  B a k e r s f i e l d  
who w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  what is now t h e  Golden 
T r o u t  W i l d e r n e s s .  The p e o p l e  who wanted me 
i n v o l v e d  i n  i t  w e r e ,  a g a i n ,  p e o p l e  who had h e a r d  
o f  m e  t h r o u g h  my a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  
C lub .  I t  was m a i n l y  a p a c k e r  who had made a 
b u s i n e s s  o f  p a c k i n g  p e o p l e  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  So 
a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  I went down 
t h e r e  and s p e n t  a week on h o r s e b a c k  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h i s  a r e a .  The f o r e s t  s u p e r v i s o r  was on the 
t r i p ,  and W i l l i s  Evans ,  who was t h e  f i s h  b i o l o g i s t  
f o r  t h e  r e g i o n .  

S t e e n :  Did you w r i t e  a r e p o r t ?  

Robinson:  Sometimes I d o .  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  I n e v e r  
g o t  a r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r .  

S t e e n :  The C a l i f o r n i a  C o a s t a l  Commission i n  ' 7 4 .  

Robinson:  They wanted h e l p  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  f o r e s t  
p r a c t i c e s ,  o r  p r e s c r i b i n g  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  
t h e  c o a s t a l  s t r i p .  I d i d n ' t  do a  whole  l o t  f o r  
them. A c t u a l l y ,  I went t o  a few m e e t i n g s  and 
t a l k e d  t o  p e o p l e ,  and gave  them some g e n e r a l  
i d e a s ,  b u t  I was t o o  busy  w i t h  S i e r r a  Club work,  
s o  I g o t  J i m  G r e i g  t o  do i t .  So h e  d i d  t h e  
t e c h n i c a l  work.  

S t e e n :  The f i r s t  d r a f t  o f  t h e  c o a s t a l  commission 
recommendations f o r  t h e  c o a s t a l  zone  t h a t  I saw 



would have r e q u i r e d  a  permi t  t o  o p e r a t e ,  t o  l o g  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  zone.  That was thrown o u t .  I 
mean, t o  l o g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  zone of  S a n t a  Cruz , 

County would have r e q u i r e d  t h r e e  p e r m i t s ,  one from 
t h e  CDF, one from t h e  C o a s t a l  Commission, and one 
from t h e  county ,  which is  k ind  of  e x c e s s i v e .  
Were you involved  i n  t h a t  f i r s t  d r a f t  of--? 

Robinson: Yes, I t h i n k  s o .  But I have f o r g o t t e n  t h e  
d e t a i l s .  I t h i n k  t h e  i d e a  was t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  
P r a c t i c e  Act was not .  be ing  p r o p e r l y  en fo rced ,  and 
we wanted r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  would do t h e  
j ob .  We a l s o  wanted t o  show up t h e  Board of  
F o r e s t r y  f o r  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  u s e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
g iven .  t o  them through t h i s  Z'berg-Nejedly Act .  

S t e e n :  I s e e  on your S i e r r a  Club l is t  you t a l k  about  
t h e  Tongass s u i t ,  b u t  on t h e  non-Sie r ra  Club 
l i s t ,  you have t h i s  Kodiak-Aleutian Chapter  Alaska 
Conservat ion S o c i e t y .  There must have been some 
S i e r r a  Clubbers  involved  i n  t h a t .  

Robinson: These a r e  t h i n g s  I want t o  do ,  and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  no t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  t hey  a r e n ' t  r e a l l y  independent 
ass ignments .  I d i d  q u i t e  a job  f o r  them. [See 
Appendix J1 

S teen :  These two jobs  i n  Aus t r a l i a - - they  must have 
been r e l a t e d ,  bo th  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

Robinson: Yes, t h a t  was a speak ing  t o u r .  A h e c t i c  
one and a d e l i g h t f u l  one .  I ' m  go ing  t o  do i t  
aga in  i n  a  couple  of months. But t hey  a c t u a l l y  
asked me t o  come and t a l k  t o  t h e  f o r e s t r y  
committee of t h e  House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  
Canberra ,  and I suppose I s p e n t  h a l f  a day w i t h  
them. 

S t e e n :  I suppose A u s t r a l i a  is f i f t y  y e a r s  behind 
u s ,  a s  i t ' s  s t i l l  a  p ionee r  s o c i e t y  i n  a  l o t  
of s e n s e s .  

Robinson: I t  looked p r e t t y  much l i k e  home t o  me, 
c l e a r c u t t i n g  and e v e r y t h i n g .  [Laughter]  The 



same p e o p l e  and t h e  same a rguments  and t h e  same 
c o r p o r a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e r e .  

S t e e n :  Maybe some of  t h e s e  t o p i c s  w i l l  come up more 
l o g i c a l l y  i f  w e  j u s t  g e t  i n t o  y o u r  c o n s u l t i n g  
work i n  g e n e r a l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  h a v i n g  s o r t  o f  an  
a r t i f i c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  two.  

Robinson:  A l l  r i g h t .  Any way you want t o  h a n d l e  
i t .  The t h i n g  t h a t ' s  b a s i c  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  is  
t h a t  I r e g a r d  mysel f  as a c o n s u l t a n t  t o  c o n s e r -
v a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and I ' l l  make mysel f  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  any c o n s e r v a t i o n  g roup  t h a t  wan t s  
my h e l p .  But I ' m  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e l p i n g  
t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y .  I d o n ' t  t a k e  t h a t  k i n d  
of  work.  They d o n ' t  a s k  m e  anyway. [Laughs]  

But as l o n g  a s  I had enough income f rom 
my r e t a i n e r  w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  C lub ,  I j u s t  d i d  
t h e s e  t h i n g s  whenever I w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  do them. 
They r e t a i n e d  m e  f o r  60 p e r c e n t  o f  my t i m e ,  b u t  
I worked f u l l - t i m e  and t h e n  some, weekends and 
e v e r y t h i n g  e lse .  But t h a t ' s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  
t h a t ' s  what I wanted t o  d o .  

S t e e n :  Did you mean t h a t  l i t e r a l l y ?  Say i f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  P r o d u c t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  s a i d ,  
"Would you come t o  Washington,  D .  C . ,  and 
conduct  a s e m i n a r ,  j u s t  s o  w e  can  u n d e r s t a n d  
b e t t e r  what t h e  S i e r r a  Club is r e a l l y  a f t e r , "  
would you? 

Robinson:  Oh, i f  t h e y  d i d  t h a t ,  I would r e s p o n d ,  
s u r e .  But I w o u l d n ' t  h e l p  them a p p r a i s e  and 
a c q u i r e  a t r ac t  o f  l a n d  i n  Borneo,  s o  t h a t  
someone c o u l d  set up a p u l p  m i l l  o r  some damn 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

S t e e n :  L e t ' s  t a l k  abou t  t h e  c l u b  i t s e l f ,  b e f o r e  
w e  g e t  t o  s p e c i f i c  j o b s .  Obvious ly  you have  
a l o t  o f  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c l u b  and  you have  
t o l d  m e  b e f o r e  t h a t  when you were working f o r  
S .P.  you d i d n ' t  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  i t  was j u s t  someth ing  t h a t  
happened.  You h e a r d  a s p e e c h  of  David B r o w e r ' s  
o n c e ,  I g u e s s ,  a t  t h e  B e r k e l e y  f o r e s t r y  s c h o o l ,  
where he w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  f o r e s t r y  s t u d e n t s .  



You w e r e  i m p r e s s e d  by t h e  man, and t h a t  s o r t  o f  
made you aware t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club--obviously 
you knew i t  e x i s t e d ,  b u t  you had n e v e r  t h o u g h t  
much a b o u t  i t .  

Why do w e  have  g r o u p s  l i k e  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
and F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t h  and t h e  W i l d e r n e s s  
S o c i e t y ,  i n  a d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  where 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  t h e  r u l e  of  t h e  m a j o r i t y  is  what 
w e  have?  

Robinson:  These  a r e  a l l  symptoms o f  a d i s e a s e .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  o u r  government ,  o u r  s y s t e m ,  i s  n o t  
working.  W e  h a v e  come t o  b e  r u n  by t h e  m a j o r  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e - - w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  j u s t  i t .  Congress  and 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  u s u a l l y ,  a r e  much more 
r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  b i g  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h a n  t h e y  
a r e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  T h i s  h a s  been t r u e  f o r  t h e  
l a s t  t h i r t y ,  f o r t y  y e a r s .  Th ings  t h a t  s h o u l d  
b e  done t h r o u g h  government  a r e  b e i n g  done by 
v o l u n t e e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

S t e e n :  When Brower t o o k  o v e r  t h e  c l u b  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
f i f t i e s ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  had f i v e  o r  s i x  thousand  
members. I t  was d u r i n g  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
u n t i l  t h e  m i d - s i x t i e s  o r  whenever h e  l e f t  t h e  
c l u b ,  t h a t  t h e y  had t h i s  t remendous  i n c r e a s e  
i n  e n r o l l m e n t ;  p a r t l y ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  due  t o  n a t i o n a l  
e v e n t s ,  b u t  p a r t l y  due  t o  Brower h i m s e l f ,  h i s  
p e r s o n a l i t y  and  h i s  s t a m i n a ,  and s o  f o r t h .  

What a r e  your  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  Brower and 
h i s  n e t  w o r t h  t o  t h e  c l u b ?  I mean, o b v i o u s l y ,  
h e  b r o k e  w i t h  t h e  c l u b ,  o r  t h e  c l u b  b r o k e  w i t h  
him, i n  t h e  m i d - s i x t i e s ,  b u t  would t h e  c l u b  
have  amounted t o  what i t  d i d  w i t h o u t  him? 

Robinson:  No, i t  would n o t .  The c l u b  was s i m p l y  a 
h i k i n g  c l u b .  The c l u b  was n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  a t  a l l  t h a t  I know o f  from t h e  
d e a t h  of  John Muir u n t i l  t h e  appo in tment  o f  
Dave Brower. I t h i n k  h e  r e v i v e d  i t .  I might  
b e  wrong a b o u t  t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  
was v e r y  much o f  a n y t h i n g  by way of c o n s e r v a t i o n  
accompl i shed  i n  t h o s e  i n t e r v e n i n g  y e a r s .  



S t e e n :  I n o t i c e d  w i t h  amusement t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  o f  
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  u s e d  t o  b e  a n  h o n o r a r y  v i c e -  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b ,  a u t o m a t i c a l l y ,  
and t h a t  s t o p p e d  somewhere a l o n g  a b o u t  t h e  
Brower y e a r s .  [Laughs]  So i t  w a s  B r o w e r ' s  
p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  o r  maybe 
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  changed ,  maybe b o t h ,  t h a t  
c a u s e d  t h e  b r e a k .  

Robinson:  I t  w a s  b o t h .  Y e t ,  t h e r e  are  s e v e r a l  
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  p e o p l e  who were e n t h u s i a s t i c  
S i e r r a  Club members. John  H a l l ' s  f a t h e r  w a s .  
H e  w a s  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  o f  t h e  S t a n i s l a u s  N a t i o n a l  
F o r e s t  f o r  many y e a r s .  I know h e  would s u p p o r t  
t h e  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t - -

S t e e n :  You went t o  work f o r  t h e  c l u b ,  a b o u t  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  Brower w a s  on h i s  way o u t .  Were you 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t ,  i n  any way, an  o b s e r v e r  o f  
i t - - ?  

Robinson:  I w a s  a n  o b s e r v e r  o f  i t ,  and  I t r i e d  t o  
p r e v e n t  t h e  b r e a k  from h a p p e n i n g .  But  I n e v e r  
t o o k  a s i d e ,  p a r t l y  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  b u t  more 
b e c a u s e  I r e a l l y  l i k e d  t h e  p e o p l e  on b o t h  s i d e s  
o f  t h a t  d i s p u t e  and I c o u l d n ' t  b r e a k  w i t h  e i t h e r  

- o f  them. T h a t ' s  j u s t  a g e n u i n e  t h i n g .  T h e r e  
w e r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p h i l o s o p h y .  

I c a n  t e l l  you s e v e r a l  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  i t .  
I k e p t  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  what w a s  h a p p e n i n g ,  
you know. The f i r s t  b o a r d  m e e t i n g  I went t o ,  
a f t e r  t h i s  had become a p rob lem,  w a s  I t h i n k  
a b o u t  1967. Ed Wayburn s a i d ,  a f t e r  t h e  p r e -  
l i m i n a r i e s ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  I w i l l  
e n t e r t a i n  a mot ion  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c l u b ' s  d e b t  
l i m i t s  f rom o n e  hundred  and f i f t y  t o  t h r e e  
hundred  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s - - "  (maybe t h r e e  hundred  
and  f i f t y ,  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n )  "--do I h e a r  a mot ion?"  
And somebody s a i d ,  "1'11 make a m o t i o n , "  and  
"I s e c o n d .  " 

D i s c u s s i o n ?  Nathan C l a r k ,  who had been a 
b o a r d  member f o r  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  s a i d ,  "Wel l ,  
Ed, I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  o p p o s e  t h i s  m o t i o n ,  b u t  I 
do  want  t o  know when i n  t h e  w o r l d  we're g o i n g  
t o  l e a r n  t o  l i v e  w i t h i n  o u r  means.  Three  y e a r s  



ago ,  you came t o  u s  f o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  borrow 
t w e n t y - f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s ,  and t h e n  you wanted 
f i f t y  and t h e n  a hundred and now you want t o  
borrow t h r e e  hundred thousand  d o l l a r s .  I j u s t  
want t o  know when i n  t h e  wor ld  we're g o i n g  t o  
l e a r n  t o  l i v e  w i t h i n  o u r  means ."  

P a u l  Brooks spoke  u p .  H e  w a s  t h e  e d i t o r  
o f  Houghton Miff l i n  Company t h e n ,  and i n  a 
B o s t o n i a n  a c c e n t  h e  s a i d ,  [mimicking] "Wel l ,  
gen t l emen!  T h i s  i s  p e r f e c t l y  normal  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  of t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  b u s i n e s s , "  and he  went 
on t o  e x p l a i n ,  "The C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n  is t h e  book 
s e a s o n ,  and one  canno t  a f f o r d  t o  p r i n t  books as 
t h e y  a r e  s o l d . "  What one  d o e s  is t o  estimate 
t h e  number t h a t  c a n  b e  s o l d  a t  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  
s e a s o n  and t h e n  borrow money t o  pay t h e  c o s t  o f  
p r i n t i n g .  And t h e n  se l l  them, and sometime e a r l y  
i n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  you s e t t l e  t h e  a c c o u n t ,  and 
h o p e f u l l y  you have  s o m e t h i n g  l e f t  f o r  y o u r s e l f .  

And somebody e l s e  s a y s ,  "Yeah! Every  one  
o f  t h e s e  l o a n s  w a s  r e p a i d  w i t h i n  t h r e e  months 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  y e a r ! ' '  So t h e n  Ansel  Adams 
s a y s ,  "Well,  i t  a i n ' t  s o  much t h e  b o r r o w i n '  t h a t  
b o t h e r s  me, i t ' s  t h e  i n t e r e s t  on  t h i s  l o a n .  I 
u n d e r s t a n d  w e ' l l  have  t o  pay t w e l v e  thousand  
d o l l a r s  i n t e r e s t ,  and I c a n  t h i n k  o f  a l l  k i n d s  
o f  t h i n g s  I ' d  r a t h e r  do f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  t h a n  
j u s t  pay  t h i s  t o  a bank . "  

Ed Wayburn s a y s ,  "Anse l ,  i t  seems t o  me 
t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  l o a n s  was t o  f i n a n c e  your  
book!" Ansel  g o e s ,  "Ha, h a ,  h a !  I s u p p o s e  
t h a t ' s  s o !  Ha, h a ,  ha!"  I t h o u g h t ,  "Well ,  t h e  
o l d  f o o l ! "  I g u e s s  h e  d i d n ' t  know how b u s i n e s s  
is c o n d u c t e d ,  o b v i o u s l y .  These  w e r e n ' t  b u s i n e s s -  
men, t h e y  were h i k e r s .  

S t e e n :  Was Brower a t  t h i s  mee t ing?  H e  must  have  been .  

Robinson:  Yes, of  c o u r s e .  And s o  t h e n  I t h o u g h t ,  
"Well ,  r g u e s s  t h a t ' s  a l l  i t  w a s .  And t h a t  
s h o u l d  be  t h e  end o f  the argument ."  But i t  
w a s n ' t .  

S t e e n :  They g o t  t h e  $300,000 d e b t  l i m i t ?  



Robinson:  Oh, y e s ,  t h e y  d i d .  Then t h e y  d id - -wel l ,  
t h i s  s o r t  o f  th ing- - they  k e p t  peck ing  a t  Brower. 
And t h e  more t h e y  pecked a t  him, t h e  more h e  
d i d  t h e  t h i n g s  o u t  of  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
f a l s e l y  a c c u s i n g  him of  do ing .  I t  f i n a l l y  g o t  
t o  a  p o i n t  where t h e y  had t o  f i r e  him. 

I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e ,  b u t  t h e  
l a s t  one--Dick S i l l ,  who was p r o f e s s o r  of  
p h y s i c s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nevada, w r o t e  a 
s c a t h i n g  l e t t e r  a c c u s i n g  Brower o f  m i sapp rop r i a -  
t i o n  of  f u n d s ,  and s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  was a c r i m i n a l  
o f f e n s e .  H e  was s h a k i n g  down t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  
S i e r r a  Club books.  So t h e y  h e l d  a s p e c i a l  
board  meet ing t o  h e a r  about  t h a t .  I went t o  
t h a t  mee t ing .  

Ed Wayburn w a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a g a i n .  H e  
a sked  t o  have somebody r e c i t e  t h e  c h a r g e s ,  and 
Ansel  Adams made t h e  c h a r g e s ,  and Dick S i l l  
e l a b o r a t e d  on t h e  t h i n g .  Then Ed asked  t h e  
board  members i n  t u r n - - f i f t e e n  of  them--if 
t h e y  had any comment. H e  went down t h e  l i n e ,  
I I N ~ ,itno , II wno, II "no.II " 

They f i n a l l y  g o t  t o  E l i o t  P o r t e r ,  and he  
s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  I have a g60d d e a l  t o  s a y  on t h a t  
s u b j e c t . "  H e  s a i d ,  " I  t h i n k  t h r e e  y e a r s  ago I 
p roposed  a book on t h e  Galapagos I s l a n d s  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  committee.  The committee t u r n e d  i t  
down on t h e  grounds  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  have t h e  
money t o  f i n a n c e  r e s e a r c h .  So I p u t  up--" I 
t h i n k  he  s a i d  f i v e  thousand  d o l l a r s  "--of my 
own t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  was w i t h  
t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  i f  a book came o u t  o f  
i t ,  I would pay 5 p e r c e n t  o f  my r o y a l t y  back 
t o  t h e  c l u b  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a r e v o l v i n g  fund f o r  
Brower ' s  u s e  i n  f i n a n c i n g  r e s e a r c h  f o r  f u t u r e  
p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

"But i f  no book deve loped ,  t h e  c l u b  would 
owe m e  n o t h i n g . "  The board  ha s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  o v e r r i d e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  committee--I gues s  
t h e  e x e c u t i v e  committee has--so h e  t ook  t h e  
p r o p o s a l  t o  f i n a n c e  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  t o  t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  commit tee ,  and t h e y  ove r rode  t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  commit tee ,  and w e  d i d  t h e  r e s e a r c h  



and p u b l i s h e d  t h e  book.  You know, t h a t  two-
volume t h i n g  on t h e  Galapagos?  Wel l ,  t h a t ' s  
how t h a t  came t o  b e .  

Many u n i v e r s i t i e s  have  r e v o l v i n g  f u n d s  
f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  b u t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club h a s  none .  
I t h o u g h t  i t  was t i m e  t h a t  w e  had means of  
f i n a n c i n g  r e s e a r c h .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  M r .  Brower 
h a s  asked--he h a s  n o t  r e q u i r e d ,  b u t  h e  h a s  
a sked  o t h e r  a u t h o r s  t o  do t h e  same t h i n g .  So 
f a r ,  eve ryone  who h a s  been a s k e d  t o  do t h i s  
h a s  compl ied .  

T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  was t o  i t ,  and I t h o u g h t ,  
"Well ,  what t h e  h e l l ! "  

I t  was l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  a  
c o u p l e  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  l a y  b e h i n d  i t .  One was 
t h a t  i t  used  t o  b e  t h a t  t h e r e  were p e o p l e  who 
worked i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club f o r  many y e a r s ,  and 
f e l t  t h e y  owned i t .  I t  was t h e i r  p r o v i n c e .  I 
know from my e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  U n i t a r i a n s  
t h a t  sometimes t h e s e  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  o n e ' s  l i f e .  I was n o t  re-
c e i v e d  w e l l .  I w a s n ' t  happy i n  my p r o f e s s i o n ,  
n o r  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  I worked w i t h  a t  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
P a c i f i c  company. So I g o t  a s e n s e  o f  accompl ish-
ment ,  a s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  wor th  by b e i n g  a c t i v e  
i n  t h e  U n i t a r i a n s  and  w i t h  t h e  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  
Union,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  I was among p e o p l e  w i t h  
whom I had a great d e a l  i n  common, and a  mutua l  
r e s p e c t .  I t  compensated f o r  someth ing  m i s s i n g  
i n  my . p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e .  

I s u s p e c t  t h a t  a l o t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who 
were l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Club were u s i n g  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club t h a t  way. Wel l ,  a s  t h e  c l u b  expanded 
and new p e o p l e  came i n ,  t h e i r  r o l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
c l u b  were c h a l l e n g e d ,  and t h i s  t h r e a t e n e d  them 
p e r s o n a l l y ,  f o r  good--but n o t  c l u b - - r e a s o n s .  
And t h e y  were u p s e t .  T h a t ' s  one  t h e o r y .  

Another  is t h a t  t h e r e  were some board  
members who were a c t i v e  i n  t h e  c l u b  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  wanted t o  d i r e c t  t h e  c l u b  away from t h i n g s  
t h a t  concerned  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  Dick 
Leonard ,  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  had a l a r g e  b l o c k  o f  



s t o c k  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Gas and E l e c t r i c  Company. 
I n  f a c t ,  h i s  w i f e  is a  member o f  t h e  b o a r d  
o f  d i r e c t o r s  a t  PG&E. .He was v e r y  u p s e t  w i t h  
Brower b e c a u s e  Brower opposed t h e  n u c l e a r  p l a n t  
a t  D i a b l o  Canyon, which is  now s t o p p e d  f o r  some 
o t h e r  r e a s o n .  

I t h i n k  I k e  Livermore  had been a b o a r d  
member. H e  w a s  b i t t e r  a b o u t  Brower b e c a u s e  
Brower w a s  unhappy w i t h  f o r e s t e r s ,  and he  w a s  
a b i g  s h o t  w i t h  t h e  P a c i f i c  Lumber Company. 
T h e r e  w e r e  a number o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  and I t h i n k  
t h a t  had someth ing  t o  do w i t h  i t .  

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  are a l s o  p e o p l e  who 
b e l o n g  t o  t h e  c l u b  and w e r e  a f r a i d  of  l o s i n g  
t h e i r  j o b s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  c l u b  was t a k i n g  a 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p o s i t i o n  on t h i n g s ,  and t h i s  was 
g e t t i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  b o s s ,  and t h e y  were w o r r i e d  
abou t  t h i s  g i v i n g  t h e  b o s s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  n o t  working f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  I f e l t  
t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  I d i d n ' t  j o i n  t h e  S i e r r a  
Club,  I ' m  ashamed t o  s a y ,  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s .  
But when B r o w e r  came a l o n g ,  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  I 
would.  

I had known S i e r r a  Club p e o p l e ,  and t h e y  
had u rged  m e  t o  j o i n  i t  f o r  q u i t e  a l o n g  t i m e  
b e f o r e  t h a t ,  and I was e n t i r e l y  i n  sympathy w i t h  
i t s  p u r p o s e s .  I was j u s t  a l i t t l e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  
how t h i s  might  a f f e c t  my c a r e e r .  

S t e e n :  T h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  a few o t h e r  t h i n g s  g o i n g  on 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o o .  I ' v e  been r e a d i n g  i n t e r v i e w s  
w i t h  S i e r r a  Club board  members abou t  t h e  l o y a l t y  
o a t h  and a l l  t h e  a n t i - S e m i t i s m  and r a c i s m ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  c h a p t e r .  

Robinson:  I ' v e  h e a r d  of  t h a t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t - -

S t e e n :  You have  no o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  your  own t o  make? 

Robinson:  No, I d i d n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  abou t  i t .  
There  was one  o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  happened,  though .  
Yes,  i t ' s  t r u e .  I t h i n k  Brower was t h e  r e a l l y  
g r e a t  l e a d e r  t h e r e .  He s t i l l  i s .  I t h i n k  
a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  was a c c u s e d  o f  was wrong. 



But t h e r e  were two t h i n g s  I wanted t o  s a y ,  
a c t u a l l y .  One was t h a t  Brower had t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  
t h a t  h e  was h i r e d  a s  t h e i r  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  t o  
f u r t h e r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  c l u b ,  and t h a t  of  t h e  
members, t o  do t h i n g s  f o r  them t h a t  t h e y  were 
a f r a i d  t o  do f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  o r  d i d n ' t  know how 
t o  do f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  H e  r e p r e s e n t s  u s .  

And i f  i t  c o s t s  more money t o  do t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  we 've  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  d o ,  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  
c l u b ,  t h e n  i t ' s  up t o  u s  t o  g e t  t h e  money t o  pay 
f o r  i t ,  n o t  f o r  him t o  c u t  t h e  program. H e  
d i d n ' t  go t o o  f a r  o u t  on t h a t ,  b u t  h e  d i d  p u l l  on  
t h e  r e i n s ,  s o  t o  s p e a k .  T h e r e  were o t h e r  p e o p l e  
who s a y  no,  you must a lways  b e  b u s i n e s s - l i k e ,  you 
must n e v e r  l a y  o u t  a program t h a t  h a s n ' t  been  
f i n a n c e d  i n  advance .  I can  see b o t h  o f  t h e s e  
a rguments .  

I t e n d  t o  b e  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  b e c a u s e  I had 
a rough t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  and w e  were 
p o o r .  [Laughs] So I ' m  k i n d  of  a f f e c t e d  by t h a t .  
But a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  I see B r o w e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  
on t h a t ,  and I t h i n k  h e ' s  p r o b a b l y  r i g h t .  I 
have  p a s s e d  up many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  my own l i f e  
t o  make i n v e s t m e n t s ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  I ' m  t o o  
c o n s e r v a t i v e . 

The f i n a l  t h i n g ,  though--he d i d  p l a y  w i t h  
t h e  b o a r d  w i t h  i m p a t i e n c e ,  and sometimes w i t h  
g l e e .  They g o t  i n t o  c h i l d i s h  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

I ' m  reminded o f  t h e  t i m e  when o u r  o l d e s t  boy 
r a n  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r ee t  i n  f r o n t  o f  o u r  house .  We 
t h r e a t e n e d  him w i t h  punishment  i f  he  walked a c r o s s  
t h e  street--we were a f r a i d  h e ' d  g e t  r u n  o v e r  by 
a car .  So o n e  day he  r a n  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  and 
I g rabbed  him and w a s  g o i n g  t o  p a d d l e  h i s  l i t t l e  
bo t tom,  b u t  he  a r g u e d  l i k e  a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e  
s a i d ,  "But you d i d n ' t  t e l l  m e  I c o u l d n ' t  r u n  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t reet!"  [Laughs] Which was t r u e .  
[ L a u g h t e r ]  

T h a t ' s  what Brower d i d ,  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f !  
They f o r b a d e  him t o  p u b l i s h  any more books w i t h -  
o u t  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of  b o t h  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  commit tee  
and t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  b o a r d ,  s o  h e  p u t  o u t  t h e s e  



p o s t e r s - - t h e y  d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  p o s t e r s .  
And t h a t  d i d  i t .  T h a t  w a s  when t h e y  d e c i d e d  
h e  had  t o  go .  

S t e e n :  So t h a t ' s  i t  i n  s u b s t a n c e ,  r e a l l y .  The b o a r d  
r u n s  i t ,  and h e  is  supposed  t o  answer  t o  them? 

Robinson:  Y e s .  B a s i c  t o  t h e  c l u b ,  t h o u g h ,  is some-
t h i n g  e lse .  T h i s  is t h e  problem t h a t  McCloskey 
h a s ,  t o o .  You know, when t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  h i r e  
an  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  a l o n g  a b o u t  1955, t h e y  
d i d  n o t  change  t h e  bylaws t o  f i t  t h e  new s i t u a t i o n .  
If you r e a d  t h e  bylaws o f  t h e  c l u b ,  y o u ' l l  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t h e  e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  is s t i l l  t h e  c h i e f  
e x e c u t i v e  of t h e  c l u b .  I t  d o e s n ' t  s a y  i t  i n  
t h o s e  words ,  b u t  i t ' s  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  And 
t h e  p e o p l e  who g e t  t o  b e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c l u b  
are  p r e t t y  a m b i t i o u s  p e o p l e .  A s  t h e y  r e a d  t h e  
bylaws i f  t h e y  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r ,  t h e y  compete w i t h  him. We've had  
some v e r y  h i g h l y  c o m p e t i t i v e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t o  
s a y  t h e  l e a s t .  

- One t i m e ,  when P h i l  B e r r y  was p r e s i d e n t ,  
t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  American F o r e s t e r s  i n v i t e d  the- -  
I d i d n ' t  see t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  b u t  e v i d e n t l y  
t h e y  i n v i t e d  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  c l u b  
t o  s p e a k  a t  t h e i r  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  i n  S y r a c u s e ,  
New York,  a b o u t  e i g h t  o r  t e n  y e a r s  a g o .  And do 
you know, unbeknownst t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b o t h  Mike 
McCloskey and P h i l  B e r r y  showed up t o  a c c e p t  
t h a t  a p p o i n t m e n t ?  

S t e e n :  I n t e r e s t i n g ,  i s n ' t  i t?  

Robinson:  But what t h e y  n o r m a l l y  would do  i n  h i r i n g  
an  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  f o r  what had  f o r m e r l y  been 
a p u r e l y  v o l u n t e e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is t o  amend t h e  
bylaws s o  t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  e s t a b l i s h e s  p o l i c y  and 
t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  implements  t h e  p o l i c y ,  
and h a s  a d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r .  If t h e y  d o n ' t  
l i k e  h i s  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  t h e y  can  g e t  a new 
d i r e c t o r .  But t h e  c l u b  n e v e r  d i d  t h a t .  Now 
I ' m  s t i l l  n o t  s u r e  t h a t ' s  wrong,  b u t  i t  d i d  
l e a d  t o  B r o w e r ' s  undo ing .  

S t e e n :  So B r o w e r ' s  o u t ,  McCloskey w a s  on  t h e  s c e n e ,  
and h e  becomes t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r .  



Robinson : Y e s .  

S t e e n :  Did t h e  b o a r d  o v e r r e a c t  and r e a l l y  clamp 
down on McCloskey more t h a n  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  
h a v e ,  do you t h i n k ,  o r  w a s  i t  a p r e t t y  smooth 
t r a n s i t i o n ?  

Rob inson :  I t  w a s  a p r e t t y  smooth t r a n s i t i o n ,  
b e c a u s e  McCloskey is a v e r y  smooth p o l i t i c i a n ,  
and Brower is n o t .  Brower is  j u s t  t r u e - b l u e .  
H e  t e l l s  i t  l i k e  i t  i s ,  and  l e t s  t h e  c h i p s  
f a l l - -

S t e e n :  So Mike knew how t o  work w i t h  t h e  b o a r d  t h e n ?  

Rob inson :  Y e s .  

S t e e n :  And t h a t ' s  what i t  t a k e s .  

Robinson:  I t ' s  t y p i c a l  o f  c r e a t i v e  p e o p l e  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  s o m e t h i n g  new and  t h e n  g e t  k i c k e d  
o u t ,  and  a smooth a d m i n i s t r a t o r  t o  f o l l o w .  

S t e e n :  Of c o u r s e ,  Brower had  been  t h e r e  o v e r  t e n  
y e a r s .  Maybe t h a t ' s  a l l  anybody c a n  r e a l l y  
s t a n d .  

L e t ' s  t a l k  g e n e r a l l y  a b o u t  t h e  c l u b  and 
Brower and  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  McCloskey and t h e  
way t h e  b o a r d  and t h e  c o u n c i l  and t h e  o f f i c e r s  
o p e r a t e - -

Robinson:  No, I d o n ' t  have  much t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h a t ,  
b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  know v e r y  much a b o u t  i t .  I 
have  c o n c e n t r a t e d  s o  h e a v i l y  on t h e  t i m b e r  
t h i n g s  and f o r e s t r y  m a t t e r s  t h a t  I have  n o t  
k e p t  u p .  I d o n ' t  know what  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  is  
between t h e  c o u n c i l  and  t h e  b o a r d .  I d o n ' t  know 
why t h e y  had i t .  I have  some s u s p i c i o n s ,  b u t  I 
r e a l l y  h a v e n ' t  s t u d i e d  i t .  

S t e e n :  We have  t a l k e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  how you g e t  
your  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  and how you know what S i e r r a  
Club p o l i c y  is .  When you go  o u t  and t e s t i f y  
f o r  t h e  c l u b ,  how do you know t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  
a g r e e s  w i t h  what y o u ' r e  s a y i n g ?  



Robinson:  T h a t ' s  a good q u e s t i o n .  A t  f i r s t ,  I was 
v e r y  r e l u c t a n t  t o  s p e a k  on b e h a l f  of  t h e  c l u b  
w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  somebody check a w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  
f o r  a c c u r a c y ,  t o  make s u r e  i t  s q u a r e d  w i t h  p o l i c y  
and t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  I ' d  t a k e  a d r a f t  of  a 
s t a t e m e n t  I was g o i n g  t o  p r e s e n t  on  b e h a l f  of 
t h e  c l u b  t o  Mike, and a s k  him t o  r e v i e w  i t .  He 'd  
s a y ,  "Why b o t h e r  m e  w i t h  i t ?  Y o u ' r e  t h e  e x p e r t , "  
which was f l a t t e r i n g ,  b u t  i t  was i n c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  my i d e a s  o f  how one  s h o u l d  go  f o r t h .  I was 
v e r y  r e l u c t a n t  t o  s p e a k  f o r  o t h e r  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  
t h e i r  knowledge and c o n s e n t ,  you know. 

So what I would do was s i m p l y  s a y  I was a 
member of  t h e  c l u b ,  and I had been f o r  a number 
of  y e a r s ,  I know many c l u b  members, I know t h e  
g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  and w h i l e  t h e  
c l u b  h a s  no p o l i c y  on  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m a t t e r ,  
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  p e o p l e  would 
a g r e e  w i t h  m e ,  and  t h i s  is  my o p i n i o n ,  someth ing  
l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way I ' v e  h a n d l e d  i t .  I t  
h a s  p roved  t o  b e  c o r r e c t .  The s i t u a t i o n s  have  
been  v e r y  few where t h a t  h a s n ' t  been b o r n e  o u t .  
I t h i n k  i t ' s  n e v e r  been b o r n e  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  
was any major  d i f f e r e n c e .  

There  a r e ,  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r e s t e r s  who are a c t i v e  
i n  t h e  S i e r r a  C lub ,  and t h e y  p i c k  a t  m e  from 
t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  w i t h o u t  knowledge of 
what t h e y ' r e  d o i n g .  

S t e e n :  When w e  t a l k  a b o u t  S i e r r a  Club p o l i c y ,  i s  
t h e r e  a p l a c e  you can t u r n  t o  f i n d  o u t  what 
t h a t  i s ?  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s .  We have  a  p o l i c y  g u i d e ,  s u r e .  
There  a r e  s e v e r a l  volumes a b o u t  t h a t  t h i c k  o f  
t h e  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  of  d i r e c t o r s .  
With r e s p e c t  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g s ,  I r e f e r  t o  
t h a t .  T h e r e ' s  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n  i t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
f o r e s t r y .  I t  u s u a l l y  h a s  t o  do w i t h  d e c i s i o n s  
t o  f i g h t  some p a r t i c u l a r  b i l l  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
o r  s u p p o r t  a n o t h e r  o n e .  Sometimes i t  w i l l  have  
t o  do w i t h  p r i o r i t i e s  among a v a r i e t y  of p ro -
p o s a l s .  

S t e e n :  Somebody t h e r e  is  l o o k i n g  a t  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  on 



i n  t h e  f o r e s t r y  s c e n e  and s a y i n g ,  "Hey, h e r e ' s  
someth ing  we want Gordon t o  do , ' '  and t h e y  g e t  
on t h e  phone,  and--so who d e t e r m i n e s  what ough t  
t o  b e  done? 

Robinson:  I g u e s s  i t ' s  Mike McCloskey and P a u l  Swatek.  
They a s k  m e  t o  do t h i n g s ,  and I do them. They 
s t i l l  r e g a r d  m e  as t h e  c l u b  s t a f f  f o r e s t e r ,  and 
t h e i r  f o r e s t r y  c o n s u l t a n t ,  a l t h o u g h  I ' m  n o t  r e -
t a i n e d .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e y  r a n  o u t  o f  money. I 
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  main r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e y  s t o p p e d  
t h e  t h i n g .  They are  j u s t  u s i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
I ' m  s i x t y - f i v e  as a n  e x c u s e ,  [ l a u g h s ]  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  know v e r y  w e l l  I g e t  a l o n g  a l l  r i g h t  w i t h o u t  
t h e i r  money. 

S t e e n :  I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I w a s  chai rman of  t h e  S a n t a  
Cruz S i e r r a  Club g r o u p ,  and i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o ,  
even on a v e r y  s m a l l  scale l i k e  t h a t ,  m a i n t a i n  
some k i n d  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  p u b l i c  p o s t u r e  on t h e  
i s s u e s .  P e o p l e  are f o r  what  t h e y  l i k e  and a g a i n s t  
what t h e y  are a g a i n s t ,  and t h e y  s t a n d  up i n  a 
m e e t i n g  and s a y  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club is opposed 
t o  a n  i d e a ,  w i t h o u t  e v e r  c l e a r i n g  i t ,  even a t  
t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  I j u s t  wondered how you 
o p e r a t e d ,  w i t h  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  l a w s u i t s ,  on 
n a t i o n a l  s c a l e .  There  h a s  t o  b e  some way of--  

Robinson:  Oh, w e l l ,  on l a w s u i t s  t h e r e  is  d e f i n i t e l y  
p o l i c y .  T h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a r o u t i n e .  F i r s t ,  i n  
o r d e r  t o  f i l e  a s u i t ,  t h e  l o c a l  group h a s  t o  
make t h e  p r o p o s a l .  Then i t  g o e s  t o  t h e  l e g a l  
commi t t ee .  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  j u s t  what t h e  r o u t i n e  
i s ,  b u t  t h e r e ' s  a l e g a l  commi t t ee ,  made up o f  
s e v e r a l  a t t o r n e y s  who are members o f  t h e  c l u b ,  
and t h e n  t h e r e ' s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  commi t t ee ,  and 
sometimes t h e  b o a r d .  Now, i f  i t ' s  a n  emergency 
s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e r e ' s  a way o f  h a n d l i n g  t h a t .  



EXCELLENT FORESTRY 

r o l d  S t e e n :  L e t ' s  t a l k  a b i t  a b o u t  E x c e l l e n t  

F o r e s t r y .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  y o u r  own p u b l i c a t i o n  

[See Appendix C ] ,  you s a y  e x c e l l e n t  f o r e s t r y  

h a s  f o u r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  c u t  
must  b e  matched w i t h  g rowth .  The i d e a  o f  
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d .  

Gordon Robinson:  Y e s .  

S t e e n :  Is t h i s  a b i o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t ?  Are you d e a l i n g  
w i t h  s o i l  p r o d u c t i v i t y ?  How a b o u t  s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d  i n  o t h e r  c o n c e p t s  l i k e  t h e  government h a s  
u s e d  t o  s t a b i l i z e  communi t ies  w i t h  s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d  u n i t s .  I t ' s  no l o n g e r  b i o l o g i c a l ,  b u t  
i t 's economic.  

Robinson:  Oh, no ,  n o ,  no .  Tha t  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  b i o -  
mass o f  t h e  f o r e s t .  

S t e e n :  Your d e f i n i t i o n ?  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s .  . 
S t e e n :  Are you s y m p a t h e t i c  w i t h  t h e  concep t  of  

s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  a s  deve loped  by t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e ?  F o r  example ,  t h e  Simpson Timber 
Company i n  S h e l t o n ,  Washington,  where a sub-
s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Olympic N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  
h a s  been  r e s e r v e d  by c o n t r a c t  f o r  n i n e t y - n i n e  
y e a r s  t o  supp lement  t h e  p r i v a t e  h o l d i n g s  t h e r e b y  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  economy o f  t h a t  a r e a .  

Robinson:  I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h a t ,  
b u t  I s u s p e c t  I d o n ' t  l i k e  i t .  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  
i f  I u n d e r s t o o d ,  i f  I had a l l  t h e  f a c t s ,  t h a t  I 
would o b j e c t .  I t ' s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d  is  
b e i n g  r a t i o n a l i z e d  away t o  compensate f o r  
f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s ,  whoever owns t h e  
p r i v a t e  l a n d s  t o  have  managed them f o r  s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  ag reement .  I t h i n k  t h a t  



s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  h a s  t o  a p p l y  t o  o n e ' s  own ho ld -  
i n g s  o r  t o  e a c h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t .  

You know, one  t i m e  I u s e d  t o  manage S o u t h e r n  
P a c i f i c  Company's t i m b e r l a n d s  f o r  q u i t e  a number 
o f  y e a r s .  I w a s  o u t  i n  t h e  woods w i t h  J u d e  
Whi te ,  who w a s  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
P a p e r  Company; and i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  L o n g b e l l  
D i v i s i o n .  H e  had been t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a t  L o n g b e l l .  
W e l l ,  t h e y  w e r e  n e g o t i a t i n g  f o r  a p u r c h a s e  o f  
a b o u t  one  t h i r d  o f  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Land 
Company's h o l d i n g s  i n  N o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  
whole T r i n i t y  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e .  And I w a s  s i m p l y  
n o t  g o i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  him, b e c a u s e  h e  wanted more 
t i m b e r  t h a n  c o u l d  b e  s u s t a i n e d  from o u r  l a n d ,  
you see. And s o  o n e  t i m e  h e  s a y s ,  " H e l l ,  Robb ie ,  
we're on s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d .  When w e  c l e a n  up t h e  
t i m b e r  i n  t h e  w e s t ,  w e ' l l  r e t u r n  t o  New England 
where t h e  i n d u s t r y  began . "  

S t e e n :  So ,  i t ' s  v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  a l o c a l  working 
c i r c l e  o r  w a t e r s h e d  . . .  

Robinson:  Yes,  o f  c o u r s e .  Tha t  is j u s t  an  a t t e m p t  
t o  s u b v e r t  t h e  whole p r i n c i p l e ,  and i t ' s  wrong. 
The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  is  d o i n g  t h a t  i n  v a r y i n g  
d e g r e e s  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  The b i g  
b a t t l e  I have been c o n d u c t i n g  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club is t o  t r y  t o  expose  i t  and g e t  i t  
c o r r e c t e d .  We h a v e n ' t  s u c c e e d e d  s o  f a r .  But 
t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  are n o t  b e i n g  managed f o r  
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d ,  as I i n t e r p r e t  t h e  l a w .  

S t e e n :  T h a t ' s  i t ?  

Robinson:  A s  I i n t e r p r e t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e .  Because 
t h e y  a r e  c u t t i n g  more t h a n  can  b e  s u s t a i n e d .  

S t e e n :  I t h i n k  I know y o u r  answer ,  b u t  comment on 
the e c o n o m i s t ' s  view t h a t  l e t t i n g  marke t  d e t e r -  
mine y i e l d s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a b i o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t ,  
t h a t  s u p p l y  and demand w i l l  b a l a n c e  b a s e d  upon 
p r i c e .  A s . t i m b e r  becomes s c a r c e ,  i t ' l l  become 
more e x p e n s i v e .  We're g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s  r i g h t  
now. So demand w i l l  t a p e r  o f f  a n d ,  a t  some 
p o i n t ,  demand w i l l  e q u a l  s u p p l y  b e c a u s e  s c a r c i t y  
w i l l  a f f e c t  p r i c e .  Are you c o n f i d e n t  o r  



c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  l e t t i n g  t h e  marke t  
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r a t e  o f  . . .  

Robinson:  C e r t a i n l y  n o t !  Economic c o n d i t i o n s  o r  
c r i t e r i a  have  no p l a c e  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  making 
o f  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  f o r e s t r y .  

S t e e n :  Is t h a t  f o r  b o t h  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  l a n d s ?  

Robinson:  Oh, I ' d  s a y  s o ,  y e s .  The t h i n g  i s ,  i t  
t a k e s  l o n g e r  t o  grow t i m b e r  t h a n  a p r u d e n t  
i n v e s t o r  c a n  w a i t  f o r  a r e t u r n  on  h i s  i n v e s t m e n t .  
And s o  money is  n o t  i n v e s t e d  i n  f o r e s t r y .  I t ' s  
i n v e s t e d  i n  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  t o  make p e o p l e  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  p r a c t i c i n g  f o r e s t r y ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  d o n ' t  want p u b l i c  r e g u l a t i o n .  

The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  as par t  of  i ts  respon-
s i b i l i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  s t a t i o n s ,  which 
were s e t  up I t h i n k  under  t h e  McNary-McSweeney 
A c t  i n  1928.  The i n i t i a l  p u r p o s e  and t h e  
c o n t i n u i n g  p u r p o s e  o f  t h o s e  e x p e r i m e n t  s t a t i o n s  
is  t o  conduc t  p e r i o d i c  s u r v e y s  o f  t h e  t i m b e r  
r e s o u r c e s  of  t h e  U n i t e d s t a t e s .  The f i r s t  one  
w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1933 ,  and w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  
Copeland R e p o r t .  And t h e n  t h e  second  was t h e  
R e a p p r a i s a l  i n  1 9 4 5 ,  a n 3  t h e  Timber Resources  
Review, 1953;  Timber T r e n d s ,  1963 ;  and t h e  
O u t l o o k .  f o r  Timber ,  1972 .  

A l l  r i g h t ,  e v e r y  one  o f  t h e s e  shows a great  
d e a l  more c u t t i n g  t h a n  growth on a l l  t h e  f o r e s t  
l a n d s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and o f  c o u r s e ,  one  
t h i r d  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  is  f o r e s t e d .  The most 
r e c e n t  f i g u r e s ,  now t h a t ' s  t h e  o n e  from t h e  
Out look  f o r  Timber ,  w i t h  1970 b e i n g  t h e  r e s o u r c e  
b a s e ,  shows 4 8  b i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  o f  s a w  t i m b e r  
b e i n g  c u t  a n n u a l l y  a g a i n s t  a growth o f  o n l y  
40  b i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t .  

T h a t ' s  t h e  measure  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  b a l a n c e  
o u r  r e s o u r c e  b u d g e t .  Now I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  what 
I ' v e  g o t t e n  i n t o .  

S t e e n :  What I a m  g e t t i n g  a t  on  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  as a  b i o l o g i c a l ,  a s  opposed t o  
a n  economic c o n c e p t ,  is  b a s e d  upon t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  



a t t i t u d e  today t h a t  t h e  market  ought t o  c o n t r o l  
supp ly ,  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  of  t h e  s o i l .  
Otherwise ,  you have f i x e d  supply  r e g a r d l e s s  of  
demand, and they  a r e  c la iming  more and more t h a t  
t h i s  causes  t h e  g r e a t l y  f l u c t u a t i n g  p r i c e s  i n  
t h e  lumber marke t .  So i n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  l e t ' s  
t a l k  about  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  and your p r e f e r e n c e s .  

Robinson: Yes. The b i g  problem i s ,  a s  I s a i d  
e a r l i e r ,  i t  t a k e s  l onge r  t o  grow t imber  t h a n  a 
businessman can a f f o r d  t o  w a i t  f o r  r e t u r n  on 
h i s  inves tment .  For  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i f  we a r e  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t o  have f o r e s t s ,  we must have a r t i f i c i a l  
c o n s t r a i n t s  on t h e  c u t t i n g  of t imber .  T h a t ' s  
why I emphasize s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d .  I n  a f r e e  
marke t ,  when peop le  can r e a d i l y  f i n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  investment  t h a t  w i l l  g i v e  a g r e a t e r  r e t u r n  
than  f o r e s t r y ,  t h e y ' r e  no t  go ing  t o  i n v e s t  i n  
f o r e s t r y .  Th i s  h a s  been o u r  problem from t h e  
beg inn ing  of t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y .  

S t e e n :  You ' re  n o t  r e a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  market 
sys tem,  t h e n ,  w i l l  s u s t a i n  t h e  f o r e s t .  T h e y ' l l  
t a k e  t h e i r  c a p i t a l  and i n v e s t  i t  e l sewhere?  

Robinson: R igh t .  T h a t ' s  what t h e y ' r e  do ing  a l l  t h e  
t i m e .  I n d u s t r y  has  con t inuous ly  hunted f o r  a 
body of  t imber  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  l a s t  them w h i l e  
t hey  w r i t e  o f f  t h e i r  c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  i n  
p l a n t ,  and then  having c u t  t h e  t imber--then 
buying more, whatever they  can g e t  around t h a t  
v i c i n i t y ,  when they  have exhaus ted  t h e  t imber  
r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them, t hen  they  c l o s e  
t h e  m i l l  and move on .  Th i s  is  s t i l l  happening.  
Even Weyerhaeuser Timber Company today is 
p l ann ing  t o  move i n t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia and 
i n t o  t h e  South ,  o u t  of t h e  P a c i f i c  Northwest .  

I have a copy of a speech made I t h i n k  by 

-	 Lowry Wyatt-- i t  was e i t h e r  he  o r  George Weyer- 
haeuser-- to  t h e  s e c u r i t y  a n a l y s t s ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  
y e a r s  ago,  i n  which he exp la ined  t h a t  t h e  f o r e s t  
l a n d s  of t h e  P a c i f i c  Northwest a r e  t h e  most 
p r o d u c t i v e  f o r e s t  l a n d s  i n  t h e  wor ld .  But 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t hey  cannot  compete w i t h  B r i t i s h  
Columbia o r  t h e  e a s t e r n  United S t a t e s  and t h e  
South ,  because of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s  and 



b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i n  l a b o r  c o s t s .  So 
t h e y  a r e  l i q u i d a t i n g  t h e i r  t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s  i n  
t h e  P a c i f i c  Nor thwes t ,  and t h e y ' r e  moving i n t o  
B r i t i s h  Columbia and t h e  S o u t h .  

S t e e n :  I d o n ' t  want t o  p u t  words i n t o  your  mouth, b u t  
a r e  you s a y i n g  a t  l e a s t  t o  some d e g r e e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  
v e r y  s u s p i c i o u s  t h a t  when a company h a s  f u l l y  
d e p r e c i a t e d  i ts  m i l l ,  i ts i n t e r e s t  i n  s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d ,  a s  i t  were ,  might  v a n i s h  t h e r e ,  and r a t h e r  
t h a n  r e - i n v e s t i n g  i n  a new m i l l ,  i t  migh t  j u s t  
abandon t h e  whole i d e a ?  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s .  They d o .  T h a t ' s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y .  

S t e e n :  You d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h a t ' s  changed on t h e  
w e s t  c o a s t ?  Obvious ly  i n  t h e  Lake S t a t e s  i t  
h a s n '  t--

Robinson:  No, it h a s  n o t  changed.  T h a t ' s  t h e  t h i n g .  
L i k e  t o d a y ,  w e  see t h a t  t h e r e ' s  t i m b e r  i n  t h e  
n o r t h  c o u n t i e s  o f  t h e ' c o a s t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  
l a s t  o n l y  a n o t h e r  t e n  y e a r s  o r  s o ,  b a s e d  on 
O s w a l d ' s  r e c e n t  r e p o r t  f rom t h e  P a c i f i c  Nor thwest  
F o r e s t  and Range Exper iment  S t a t i o n .  We have  
r e p o r t s  from t h e  P a c i f i c  Nor thwest  F o r e s t  and 
Range Exper iment  S t a t , i o n  showing a l s o  t h a t  t h e y  
e x p e c t  a v e r y  d r a s t i c  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  amount o f  
t i m b e r  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  i n  
Washington and Oregon o v e r  t h e  n e x t  twen ty  y e a r s .  

S t e e n :  P r o f e s s o r  John B e u t e r  a t  Oregon S t a t e  s t u d i e d  
t h e  BLM l a n d s  i n  Oregon,  t h e  0 & C l a n d s ,  and 
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  had been o v e r c u t .  I g u e s s  
t h e y ' r e  g r e a t l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  c u t  on t h o s e  govern-  
ment l a n d s  i n  s o u t h e r n  Oregon.  

Robinson:  I p o i n t e d  o u t  some o f  t h e  d e c e p t i o n s  
i n  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  a l l o w a b l e  c u t  on t h e  
0 & C l a n d s  i n  Oregon a t  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  some 
y e a r s  a g o ,  and was w i d e l y  r i d i c u l e d  f o r  i t .  
[Laughs 1 

Wel l ,  t h e n ,  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  I i n s i s t  upon 
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
f o r e s t r y  is t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h a t  b a s i c  p r e m i s e ,  



you c a n n o t  manage a f o r e s t .  I t ' s  one  o f  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l s .  

S t e e n :  A l l  r i g h t .  But i f  i t ' s  n o t  economic,  what 
a r e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  an e n t r e p r e n e u r  t o  h o l d  
on t o  f o r e s t  l a n d ?  Does s o c i e t y  s t e p  i n ,  i n  
some way, and s u b s i d i z e  o r  u s e  i n c e n t i v e s ?  Do 
w e  want t o  keep t h e  l a n d  i n  p r i v a t e  ownersh ip  
o r  do w e  want t o  a c q u i r e  p r i v a t e  w i l d l a n d ,  s o  
t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  have  t o  worry a b o u t  t h i s ?  

Robinson:  The way I l o o k  a t  t h a t  i s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  
c o u n t r y  t h e  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  o u r  government 
is  t h a t  i t  b e  a d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y ,  and t h a t  
i t  b e  d e s i g n e d  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  r e a s o n  c a n  
p r e v a i l .  

The i d e a  o f  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  is g i v e n  t o  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  community by t h e  c i t i z e n s ,  b e c a u s e  
w e  b e l i e v e  i t  is t h e  most e f f i c i e n t  way o f  g e t -  
t i n g  o u r  work done.  But t h e r e  is  no s a c r e d  
r i g h t  t o  have  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e .  We, t h e  p e o p l e ,  
se t  t h e  r u l e s .  I f  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  d o e s n ' t  work,  
t h e n  w e  change t h e  r u l e s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way I 
l o o k  a t  i t .  

I t h i n k  t h a t  f o r e s t r y  i s  s i m p l y  n o t  s u i t a b l e  
t o  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  many i n d u s t r i e s  
a r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  tha t  f o r e s t r y  is n o t ,  f o r  t h e  
r e a s o n s  t h a t  I ment ioned  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  
l o n g e r  t o  grow t r e e s  t h a n  p e o p l e  c a n  w a i t  f o r  
r e t u r n  on i n v e s t m e n t .  

We must e i t h e r  t h e r e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h  s e p a r a t e  
r u l e s  f o r  management o f  p r i v a t e  f o r e s t  l a n d  o r  
w e  must have  p u b l i c  o w n e r s h i p ,  o r  w e  must 
abandon t h e  f o r e s t - - d o  w i t h o u t .  We have  t o  
make up o u r  minds on t h o s e  t h r e e  c h o i c e s ,  i t  
seems t o  m e .  I ' m  p r o p o s i n g  r e g u l a t i o n  of a 
v a r i e t y  t h a t  w i l l  minimize  t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  of 
government i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  bus inessman ,  
and a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  p r o v i d e  f o r  c o n t i n u a t i o n  
o f  t h e  f o r e s t .  

But t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  must b e  
implemented by any s u c h  p l a n  are t h e  o n e s  we 
are now d i s c u s s i n g ,  t h e s e  f o u r  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  
of  e x c e l l e n t  f o r e s t r y .  I d e s c r i b e d  t h o s e  as 



a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  
an a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  what w e  know o f  f o r e s t r y  t o  
t h e  management o f  o u r  f o r e s t  l a n d s .  

I d i d n ' t  want t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  n i t -  
p i c k i n g  d e b a t e s  o v e r  d e t a i l s ,  s o  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  
I ' d  t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  and j u s t  se t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  
by d e s c r i b i n g  what good f o r e s t r y  i s .  Then l e t  
t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t r y  t o  p i c k  i t  t o  p i e c e s ,  i f  
t h e y  c o u l d .  

S t e e n :  I t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t e  how h i s t o r i a n s  
w i l l  l o o k  b a c k .  I n  h i s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  a b o u t  
1890, Bernhard  Fernow s a i d  t h a t  f o r e s t r y  c o u l d  
n o t  b e  p r a c t i c e d  on p r i v a t e  l a n d  b e c a u s e  i t  
was a long-term i n v e s t m e n t .  The i n t e r e s t  
would e a t  h i m  up .  

Maybe i t  has n e v e r  been f e a s i b l e ,  b u t  
w e  have  f o r c e d  i t ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s ,  q u o t e ,  
" t h e  American way." We have t o  h a v e  f r e e  
e n t e r p r i s e ,  s o  w e ' v e  c r e a t e d  some k i n d  o f  
g r o s s  i n e f f i c i e n c y ,  a s y s t e m  o f  f o r e s t  manage- 
ment i n  the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  t h a t  was doomed t o  
f a i l  u l t i m a t e l y .  

Robinson:  Y e s .  But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  we, t h e  
p e o p l e ,  f o r c e d  t h i s  on t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y .  
I t h i n k  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  a r g u e d  t h a t  
r e g u l a t i o n  is c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  American way, 
and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  s h o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  f r e e  
e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m  t o  work and g i v e  i t  a 
c h a n c e .  

T h e y ' v e  a r g u e d  t h i s  way a g a i n s t  e v e r y  
p r o p o s a l  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  p r i v a t e  f o r e s t s  
t h a t  h a s  been b r o u g h t  up s i n c e  t h e  t u r n  o f  
t h e  c e n t u r y .  T h e r e  have  been t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
ma jor  e f f o r t s ,  and  e a c h  t i m e  t h e y  have  s u c c e e d e d  
i n  g e t t i n g  t h e s e  b i l l s  d e f e a t e d  i n  Congress  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  a rgument ,  t h a t  i t  was c o n t r a r y  
t o  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m .  But now w e  
know i t  d i d n ' t  work.  They p r o v e d  i t .  

S t e e n :  But s t i l l ,  t h e y  worked a w f u l l y  h a r d  t o  
p r a c t i c e  f o r e s t r y .  They h i r e d  f o r e s t e r s ,  and 
t h e y  r e f o r e s t .  T h e y ' r e  c r e a t i n g  t h e  i l l u s i o n ,  
a t  leas t  i n  t h e i r  own minds ,  t h a t  t h e y  want 



t o  s t a y  i n  b u s i n e s s  f o r e v e r .  Anyway, t h e  
f u t u r e  w i l l  j udge  how c o r r e c t  anybody is a b o u t  
a l l  t h i s ,  b u t  i t  c e r t a i n l y  seems t o  b e  a l o t  of  
h a r d  work t o  make t h e  s y s t e m  work,  by p e o p l e  
who p r i d e  t h e m s e l v e s  on e f f i c i e n c y  and Yankee 
i n g e n u i t y  and a l l  t h e  rest .  

Robinson:  The d r i v e  f o r  g e t t i n g  more t i m b e r  o u t  o f  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  d e n i e s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e i r  
own a rguments .  We know t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t s  are b e i n g  c u t  g r e a t l y  i n  e x c e s s  o f  what 
can  b e  s u s t a i n e d ,  and t h i s  is  due t o  t h e  r e s p o n s e  
of t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t o  l o b b y i n g  by t h e  t i m b e r  
i n d u s t r y ,  which i n  t u r n  is  a r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e i r  
f a i l u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p l y  on t h e  
p r i v a t e  l a n d .  So i t ' s  f a l s e ,  and t h e y  know i t .  

S t e e n :  L e t ' s  go  on t o  y o u r  second  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  
e x c e l l e n t  f o r e s t r y - - g r o w i n g  t i m b e r  on l o n g  
r o t a t i o n s .  G e t t i n g  back t o  economics a s  opposed 
t o  b i o l o g y ,  how do you h a n d l e  t h e  compound i n -  
terest i n  t h e  c a r r y i n g  c o s t s  of l o n g  r o t a t i o n s  
i n  a n  economic s e n s e ?  T h a t ' s  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d .  
T h i s  is i n d u s t r y ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  your-- 

Robinson:  That  i s  n o t  t h e  r ea l  w o r l d !  The fo rmula  
t h a t  is  commonly u s e d  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  
p r e s e n t  v a l u e  o f  an  i n v e s t m e n t  is  a p p r o p G i a t e  
f o r  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  p r i c e  one  s h o u l d  c h a r g e  
f o r  bonds ,  o r  f o r  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  v a l u e  of an  
i n v e s t m e n t  where one  is buy ing  an  a n n u i t y  o r  
someth ing  o f  t h a t  s o r t .  

You c a n ' t  u s e  t h a t  t e c h n i q u e  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  
an  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  f o r e s t r y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  d a t a  t h a t  
you have  t o  have t o  make t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n  is 
unknown and c a n n o t  b e  known. 

You would have  t o  know what s tumpage 
v a l u e s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  a t  r o t a t i o n  a g e ,  o r  
a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  t rees  are  g o i n g  t o  be  c u t .  
Suppose y o u ' r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  i d e a  o f  p l a n t i n g  
some t i m b e r  which w i l l  b e  ma ture  i n  70 y e a r s .  
That  means you have  t o  know what p r i c e  t h e  
s t u f f  is  g o i n g  t o  f e t c h  i n  a free c o m p e t i t i v e  
market  70  y e a r s  h e n c e .  We d o n ' t  know what i t ' s  



g o i n g  t o  b e  7 months h e n c e .  You have  t o  know 
what  i n t e r e s t  ra tes  are g o i n g  t o  p r e v a i l  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h a t  70 y e a r s .  You have  t o  know 
what c o s t s  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  
o v e r  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  You need t o  know 
what r i s k  is i n v o l v e d .  And you need t o  know 
how much o f  t h i s  t i m b e r  are you g o i n g  t o  l o s e  
t h r o u g h  i n s e c t s  and d i s e a s e s  and  s t o r m s  and  f i r e s .  
How much w i l l  come t h r o u g h .  You have  t o  know 
what t h e  r a t e  o f  g rowth  is  g o i n g  t o  b e .  

We do n o t  have  a n s w e r s  t o  any o f  t h o s e  
q u e s t i o n s .  So what t h e y  commonly do is  sub-
s t i t u t e  p r e s e n t  s tumpage r a t e s ,  p r e s e n t  c o s t s ,  
and  s i m p l y  i g n o r e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  have  t h e  answers  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  And 
t h e n ,  p e r f o r m  a c a l c u l a t i o n .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
a lways  g i v e s  you a n  o v e r l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
v a l u a t i o n .  But  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  you c a n n o t  
u s e  t h a t  f o r m u l a .  

Ano the r  a p p r o a c h  i s  t o  see t h e  f o r e s t  as 
a whole r a t h e r  t h a n  s e e i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  v a l u e  of 
a s p e c i f i c  i n v e s t m e n t .  I n  t h a t  case you would 
s a y ,  w e  have  t h i s  b l o c k  o f  t i m b e r  and i t s  growth  
o r  p o t e n t i a l  growth  is  r a t h e r  c a r e f u l l y  d e t e r -  
mined as s o  much and  we h a v e  s o  much t i m b e r  and 
s o  w e  have  c e r t a i n  volume t h a t  w e  can  s e l l  u n d e r  
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  a n n u a l l y .  Now, w e  have  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h a t  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  
by making c e r t a i n  i n v e s t m e n t s  s u c h  a s  p l a n t i n g .  

The a n a l y s i s  t h e n  c o n s i s t s  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  
t h e  p r e s e n t  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  
a n n u a l  y i e l d  t h a t  would r e s u l t  f rom t h a t  i n v e s t -  
ment .  How d o e s  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  
compare w i t h  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  y i e l d ?  
Of c o u r s e  t h i s  is  o n l y  v a l i d  where  you h a v e  an  
e x c e s s  o f  o l d  g rowth  t i m b e r  as h e r e  i n  t h e  West 
s t a r t i n g  w i t h  v i r g i n  f o r e s t .  

I d e v e l o p e d  t h i s  way o f  l o o k i n g  a t  i n v e s t -
men t s  i n  f o r e s t r y  as a method of  p e r s u a d i n g  t h e  
b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Company 
t o  l e t  m e  i n v e s t  i n  some r e f o r e s t a t i o n  o f  
S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Land Company l a n d s  and t o  
t r y  and  a c q u i r e  some l a n d s .  



S t e e n :  S i n c e  l o n g  r o t a t i o n s ,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  
a c c e n t u a t e  u n c e r t a i n t y  and r i s k ,  do you s u p p o r t  
t h e  i d e a  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  
s e c t o r  f o r  t h a t ,  s u c h  a s ,  y i e l d  t a x e s  as opposed 
t o  ad  va lo rem t a x ,  open s p a c e ,  t a x  w r i t e - o f f s ,  
and s o  f o r t h ?  

Robinson:  Yes,  I do ,  p r o v i d i n g  we, a l o n g  w i t h  t h o s e  
i n c e n t i v e s ,  have  some r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  p e o p l e  
do t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  are a t t e m p t i n g  t o  buy 
t h r o u g h  t h e  i n c e n t i v e s .  The c o s t s  o f  t h e  i n -  
c e n t i v e s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  
good t h a t  w e  g a i n  f o r  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e .  I 
approve  o f  economics f o r  making t h a t  t y p e  o f  
d e c i s i o n .  

S t e e n :  Are you c u r r e n t  on t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  on t i m b e r  p r o t e c t i o n  z o n e s  t h a t  w e ' r e  
j u s t  g e t t i n g  i n t o  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o u n t i e s ?  

Robinson:  No, I ' m  n o t  f u l l y  up on t h a t .  

S t e e n :  A p p a r e n t l y  i t ' s  i n  e f f e c t  an amendment t o  
t h e  Wil l iamson A c t  where you c a n  se t  a s i d e  
f o r e s t  l a n d s  i n  t h e  same k i n d  o f  r e s e r v e .  I t ' s  
someth ing  t o  watch  t o  see--

Robinson:  W e l l ,  y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  must 
d e v e l o p  a combina t ion  o f  i n c e n t i v e s  and r e q u i r e -  
ments  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  a b o u t  a s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  
management o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  f o r e s t  l a n d s .  A t  t h e  
same t i m e ,  min imize  t h e  amount o f  i n t e r f e r e n c e  
w i t h  t h e  owner.  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  whole p u r p o s e  
o f  h a v i n g  a f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  sys tem w a s  t o  g e t  
o u t  from under  u n r e a s o n a b l e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  c o n t r o l .  
We d o n ' t  want t o  s t e p  back  i n t o  t h a t  any more 
t h a n  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a s t a b i l i t y  o f  
o u r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

But w e  a r e  d e s t r o y i n g  o u r s e l v e s  now. So 
w e  must go back f a r  enough t o  accompl i sh  o u r  
purpose - -ba lanc ing  o u r  r e s o u r c e  b u d g e t .  

I j u s t  t h o u g h t  o f  someth ing  e lse  t h a t  I 
wanted t o  t e l l  you abou t  t h e  u s e  of  economics 
i n  f o r e s t  management d e c i s i o n  making.  You know, 
I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  must r e c o g n i z e  a h i e r a r c h y  i n  



o u r  d e c i s i o n  making.  I t ' s  a m i s t a k e  t o  assume 
t h a t  a l l  t y p e s  o f  d e c i s i o n s  are  o f  e q u a l  impor- 
t a n c e .  T h e r e ' s  a t endency  t o  do t h a t .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  i t ' s  b a s i c  t h a t  w e  make t h e  d e c i s i o n  f i r s t ,  
and t h i s  is a mora l  d e c i s i o n ,  t o  manage o u r  l a n d s  
i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  w e  can  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  
wherever  r enewable  r e s o u r c e s  are  i n v o l v e d .  

I n  t h e  case o f  t i m b e r ,  i t  means s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d .  The h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d .  
Once t h a t  d e c i s i o n  h a s  been made, t h e n  i t ' s  
p r o b a b l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  u s e  economic c r i t e r i a  
f o r  making t h e  s e c o n d a r y  d e c i s i o n ,  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  wood, lumber and materials  
from t h e  wood t h a t  t h e  f o r e s t e r  makes a v a i l a b l e ,  
and t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  But w e  must r e c o g n i z e  
t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  mora l  d e c i s i o n s  
and s h o u l d  n o t  b e  made i n  terms o f  economic 
c r i t e r i a .  

We need t o  make a c lear  s e p a r a t i o n ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  i n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  between t h e  
f o r e s t e r  and t h e  bus inessman .  The f o r e s t e r  
s h o u l d  manage t h e  f o r e s t s .  I a m  w i l l i n g  t o  
see t h e  bus inessman make a l l  t h e  money h e  can  
o f f  t h e  t i m b e r  t h e  f o r e s t e r  makes a v a i l a b l e .  
But I d o n ' t  want  t h e  bus inessman ,  o r  t h e  guy 
b e h i n d  t h e  c a s h  r e g i s t e r ,  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  
f o r e s t e r .  

S t e e n :  A r e  you s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  
M u l t i p l e  Use--Sustained Y i e l d  A c t  t h a t  s a y s  t h a t  
economics is  n o t  t h e  s o l e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  
t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  u s e s ?  Is t h a t  s t r o n g  enough 
l anguage?  

Robinson:  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  i s .  That  act  is  
ambiguous.  B u t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of 
t i m e ,  w e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a d e q u a t e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h a t  l a w  t o  accompl i sh  t h e  
common good.  I c a n  see it  coming. 

S t e e n :  S e l e c t i v e  l o g g i n g  is b e s t .  T h a t ' s  y o u r  t h i r d  
c r i t e r i a  f o r  e x c e l l e n t  f o r e s t r y .  But how about--  

Robinson:  - -us ing  a s e l e c t i o n  s y s t e m .  Y e s .  Did w e  
t a l k  a b o u t  r o t a t i o n s  r e a l l y ?  



S t e e n :  You t a l k e d  a b o u t  growing t i m b e r  on l o n g  
r o t a t i o n s .  The d i f f i c u l t i e s  caused  by c a r r y i n g  
c h a r g e s  and i n c e n t i v e s ,  and s o  f o r t h .  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s .  W e l l ,  t h e  r e a s o n  I wanted t o  see 
t i m b e r  grown on a l o n g  r o t a t i o n  is . . .is t h e r e ' s  
more t o  i t  t h a n  j u s t  t h a t .  I t ' s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
many of  t h e  m u l t i p l e  u s e  v a l u e s  of  t h e  f o r e s t  
a r e  dependent  upon t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  l a r g e  t rees 
and t h e  f o r e s t  canopy.  The l o n g e r  t h e  r o t a t i o n ,  
t h e  more large t r e e s  t h e r e  a r e  on t h e  l a n d .  And 
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  greater a r e  t h e  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s ,  
t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  and t h e  w a t e r s h e d  p ro -  
t e c t i o n ,  and so o n .  

A l s o ,  t h e  h i g h e r ' s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  wood 
t h a t ' s  s o l d .  Not t h e  c o s t s ,  o f  c o u r s e .  The 
l o n g e r  i t  s t a n d s ,  why t h e  more i t  c o s t s ,  i f  
o n e ' s  t h i n k i n g  i n  t e r m s  o f  r e t u r n  on  h i s  i n i t i a l  
i n v e s t m e n t ,  which is  t h e  t h e o r y  I would n o t  u s e ,  
b u t  t h e  way p e o p l e  n o r m a l l y  l o o k  a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

But t h e  m u l t i p l e  u s e  v a l u e s  are  p r o p o r -
t i o n a l  t o  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  r o t a t i o n ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e  l o n g e r  t h e  r o t a t i o n ,  t h e  b e t t e r  t h e  manage- 
ment .  

3 t e e n :  Do you have  any d i f f i c u l t y  a d v o c a t i n g  m u l t i p l e  
u s e  f o r  p r i v a t e  l a n d s ?  The non-commodity u s e s  
o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d s ?  Shou ld  t h e r e  b e  i n c e n t i v e s ,  
and how do w e  a c t u a l l y  t e l l  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d  
owner t h a t  he h a s  o t h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  beyond 
maximizing h i s  i n v e s t m e n t ?  

Robinson:  W e l l ,  I g u e s s  you d o n ' t .  The o n l y  t h i n g  
t h a t  I know o f  t h a t  h a s  been e f f e c t i v e l y  done 
a l o n g  t h o s e  l i n e s  is  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  I know 
s e v e r a l  f o r e s t e r s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s ,  i n  
f a c t  t h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a g roup  o f  them, who i n s i s t  
t ha t  one  s h o u l d  manage t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d s - - t h a t ' s  
t h e i r  t e r m i n o l o g y - - r a t h e r  t h a n  u s i n g  c l e a r c u t t i n g  
and even-aged management. By managing n a t u r a l  
s t a n d s ,  t h e y  mean what I mean when I t a l k  a b o u t  
u s i n g  a s e l e c t i o n  s y s t e m  o r  k e e p i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g s  
no l a r g e r  t h a n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  meet b i o l o g i c a l  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  Two o f  t h e s e  men work f o r  com-
p e t i n g  banks  i n  Mobi le .  T h e i r  p o s i t i o n  is t h a t  



when p r i v a t e  l a n d  owners come t o  them f o r  l o a n s  
u s i n g  t h e i r  f o r e s t  p r o p e r t y  a s  c o l l a t e r a l ,  t h e y  
c a n n o t  g r a n t  t h e  l o a n  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a good 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a g e  classes o f  t i m b e r  on t h e  
l a n d  and t h e  owner is  committed t o - - 0 r ' w i l l i n g  
t o  commit h i m s e l f  to--a s e l e c t i o n  s y s t e m  
b e c a u s e ,  t h e r e b y ,  h e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  s e l l  
t i m b e r  p e r i o d i c a l l y .  T h i s  g i v e s  t h e  banks  
a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  are  p r o s p e c t s  o f  income 
from t h e  u s e  of  t h e  l a n d .  

Second,  as l o n g  as t h e r e  i s  a good d i s -  
t r i b u t i o n  o f  age classes and some l a r g e  t rees 
on t h e  l a n d ,  t h a t  l a n d  can  b e  l e a s e d  f o r  
r e c r e a t i o n  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  i t  is  produc-
i n g  t i m b e r .  These  p e o p l e  make much of  t h i s  
argument a s  a means of  p e r s u a d i n g  t h e  l o c a l  
l a n d  owners t o  manage t h e i r  f o r e s t s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  j u s t  l e t t i n g  t h e  p u l p  companies come and 
c l e a r c u t .  

S t e e n :  I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  b a n k s ,  t h e  s t e r e o -  
t y p e  would b e  v e r y  hard-headed bus inessmen ,  
would a d o p t  t h i s  view o f  a need  f o r  l o n g  term 
c o l l a t e r a l  l i k e  t h i s .  

Robinson:  Y e s .  W e l l ,  a bank cannok l o a n  money 
f o r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  any p r o s p e c t  o f  
income up t o  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  I t ' s  j u s t  
t o o  h a z a r d o u s .  I d o n ' t  know b u t  what i t ' s  
even u n l a w f u l .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  i t  
was u n l a w f u l  f o r  banks  t o  l e n d  money f o r  more 
t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  a t  a t i m e .  

T h a t ' s  why w e  have  t h e  F e d e r a l  Housing A c t .  
Tha t  w a s  an i n s u r a n c e  se t  up by t h e  f e d e r a l  
government  t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  banks  which a r e  
c h a r t e r e d  u n d e r  s t a t e  l a w ,  t o  l e n d  money f o r  
more t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  
buy h o u s e s  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  and pay f o r  them. 

S t e e n :  Did y o u r  f o r e s t e r  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  Sou th  e v e r  
r e c o u n t  t o  you w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  s e l l  t h i s  c o n c e p t  t o  t h e  bank? 

Robinson:  No, n o t  t o  the bank .  But i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  s e l l  i t  t o  the landowners ,  b e c a u s e  everybody 
is c o n s t a n t l y  s e e i n g  a  b a r r a g e  o f  propaganda 



by t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  and t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  
a d v o c a t i n g  even-age management and c l e a r c u t t i n g .  
And i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e i r  c r e d i b i l i t y  when what t h e y  a d v i s e  p e o p l e  
is c o n t r a r y  t o  what seems t o  b e  coming from t h e  
f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  and t h e  b i g  s u c c e s s f u l  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s ,  and  a l l  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  

Y e t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  approached  t h e  c h i e f  o f  
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him t o  d e s i s t  
on  t h i s ,  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  making it  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
them t o  do t h e i r  j o b ,  b r i n g i n g  abou t  good manage- 
ment o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  

S t e e n :  L e t ' s  l o o k  a t  t h e  f o u r t h  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
e x c e l l e n t  f o r e s t r y ,  " i n f i n i t e  c a r e  t o  a v o i d  
damaged s o i l .  " 

L e t  m e  r e a d  you s o m e t h i n g - - t h i s  is k i n d  
of  b a i t i n g  you ,  b e c a u s e  I s u s p e c t  you w o n ' t  
a g r e e  w i t h  a l l  t h i s .  T h i s  is a F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  e n t i t l e d  "The Impact  o f  Timber 
H a r v e s t  on  S o i l s  and W a t e r , "  r e p r i n t e d  from t h e  
Repor t  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Advisory  on Timber 
and t h e  Environment ,  A p r i l  1973 ,  on p a g e  435.  
L e t  m e  r e a d  you t h i s  p a r a g r a p h ,  t o  p u t  y o u r  
q u e s t i o n  i n  c o n t e x t  a b o u t  E x c e l l e n t  F o r e s t r y .  

" C u t t i n g  a t r e e ,  even c l e a r c u t t i n g ,  does  
n o t  immedia te ly  change t h e  w a t e r - h a n d l i n g  
c a p a c i t y  o f  a f o r e s t  s o i l .  Un less  o t h e r w i s e  
d i s t u r b e d ,  t h e  f o r e s t  f l o o r  is  s t i l l  p h y s i c a l l y  
i n t a c t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s .  Water e n t r y  
r a t e s  r emain  v e r y  h i g h ,  and no o v e r l a n d  f l o w  
o c c u r s .  Any i n c r e a s e  i n  s t r e a m  t u r b i d i t y  is 
minimal .  Even on h e a v i l y - c u t  a r e a s ,  r eg rowth  
of  t rees  o r  o t h e r  v e g e t a t i o n  normal ly  o c c u p i e s  
t h e  s o i l  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a b i l i z i n g  i n f l u e n c e s  
of  t h e  fo rmer  f o r e s t  have d i s a p p e a r e d . "  Now, 
t h i s  is what t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  s a y s .  

Robinson:  Tha t  is a h a l f - t r u t h .  Would you r e a d  a g a i n  
t h e  i n i t i a l  s e n t e n c e ?  

S t e e n :  " C u t t i n g  a t r e e ,  even c l e a r c u t t i n g ,  d o e s  n o t  
immedia te ly  change t h e  w a t e r - h a n d l i n g  c a p a c i t y  
of  a f o r e s t  s o i l . "  



Robinson:  A l l  r i g h t .  But l o g g i n g  d o e s .  There  is 
r e s e a r c h  t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  h a s  conduc ted  
a b o u t  c l e a r c u t t i n g ,  -- as d i s t i n c t  from p e r  s e ,  
t h e  removal  of  t h e  t r e e s  t h a t  have  been c u t  
from t h e  l a n d .  They f i n d  t h a t  it is t h e  con-
s t r u c t i o n  o f  r o a d s  and t h e  s k i d d i n g  o f  l o g s  
t o  t h e  l a n d i n g ,  which c a u s e s  t h e  e r o s i o n  and 
t h e  damage t o  t h e  s o i l ,  n o t  t h e  c u t t i n g  o f  t h e  
t rees .  So t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  is v a l i d ,  b u t  i t ' s  
t r i c k y  b e c a u s e  i t  does  -n o t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  
s u b j e c t .  I t h i n k  I s a i d  i n  t h e  e s s a y  t h a t  you 
are r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h a t  f o r e s t e r s  t h e  w o r l d  o v e r  
are b e h a v i n g  as though  t h e  s o i l  t h e o r y  h a s  
somehow been e x p l o d e d .  

I have  s e r i o u s l y  q u e s t i o n e d  t h a t  v e r y  t h i n g  
m y s e l f ,  b e c a u s e  i t  d i d n ' t  o c c u r  t o  m e  t h a t  
f o r e s t e r s  were r e a l l y  t h a t  c a r e l e s s .  P e o p l e  
l i k e  P a u l  Z i n k e ,  who have  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t a t u r e  
i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  have  been d e f e n d i n g  t h e  
t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y ' s  l o g g i n g  p r a c t i c e s .  So a t  
o n e  t i m e ,  I q u e s t i o n e d  him on t h a t .  

I s a i d ,  " P a u l ,  can  i t  b e  t h a t  I ' m  o u t  of  
d a t e ,  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  been new i n f o r m a t i o n  showing 
t h a t  t h e  n u t r i e n t s  i n  t h e  t o p s o i l  is  n o t  impor-
t a n t  f o r  growing t i m b e r ? "  H e  s a i d ,  "Oh, n o ,  
t h a t ' s  a l l  v a l i d . "  Wel l ,  t h e n ,  why i n  t h e  
world--? [Laughs]  

S t e e n :  I f i n d  t h i s  i n t r i g u i n g  from my background ,  
b o t h  i n  f o r e s t r y  s c h o o l  and w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e .  S o i l  w a s  k i n g ,  and t h e r e  w a s  no 
q u e s t i o n  abou t  t h a t .  We d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  c o u l d  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s o i l .  

Robinson:  But t h i s  is n o t  t h e  way t h a t  f o r e s t s  are  
b e i n g  managed. The t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  
p e o p l e  who work w i t h  u s  s e l l i n g  mach ine ry ,  
d e s i g n i n g  machinery  f o r  them, are  c o n t i n u o u s l y  
d e s i g n i n g  l a r g e r ,  h e a v i e r  machinery  t h a t  g e t s  
the t i m b e r  o u t  more q u i c k l y  and c h e a p e r ,  and 
i n  a  manner t h a t ' s  more d e s t r u c t i v e .  

A c t u a l l y ,  what I see t h a t  h a s  happened i n  
t h i s  c o u n t r y  is t h a t  w e  logged  t h e  g e n t l e  topo- 
graphy f i r s t - - m o s t  heavy s t a n d s  o f  t i m b e r ,  and 



t h e  t i m b e r  on s o i l  t h a t  is  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  and 
less  l i k e l y  t o  b e  damaged. But a s  t i m b e r  became 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  s c a r c e ,  t ,he  i n d u s t r y  moved i n t o  t h e  
more--the s t e e p e r  s l o p e s  and t h e  more f r a g i l e  
a r e a s .  

But meanwhile ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  was d e v e l o p i n g  
h e a v i e r  and more damaging equ ipment .  So a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  w e  a r e  u s i n g  t h e  most d e s t r u c t i v e  
mach ine ry ,  d e s t r u c t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  of  l o g g i n g  i n  
h i s t o r y ,  and we're l o g g i n g  on t h e  most  f r a g i l e  
l a n d s  t h a t  have  e v e r  been l o g g e d  i n  h i s t o r y .  

S t e e n :  How much c a b l e - y a r d i n g  g o e s  on i n  n o r t h e r n  
C a l i f o r n i a ?  

Robinson:  Oh, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a g r e a t  d e a l  i n  n o r t h e r n  
C a l i f o r n i a .  But c a b l e - l o g g i n g  i t s e l f  is  n o t  a s  
s e r i o u s - - i t ' s  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  improvement o v e r  
t r a c t o r  l o g g i n g .  You know, t h e  t e r m  " c a b l e -
l o g g i n g "  c o v e r s  a  m u l t i t u d e  of--I  s h o u l d  s a y  
t h a t  i t  c o v e r s  a v a r i e t y  o f  l o g g i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  
T h e r e ' s  j u s t  p l a i n  c a b l e - l o g g i n g ,  ground-
s k i d d i n g ,  which is  e v e r y  b i t  a s  damaging a s  
t r a c t o r - l o g g i n g .  T h e r e  is  h i g h - l e a d ,  i n  which 
the b u t t  end of  t h e  l o g  is  l i f t e d  up b u t  t h e  
t a i l  end is  d r a g g e d .  Wel l ,  t h a t  p r e v e n t s  some 
of the goug ing  up o f  t h e  e a r t h  t h a t  is  done by 
this g round-sk idd ing .  

Then t h e r e  is  s k y l i n e ,  i n  which t h e  l o g  is  
l i f t e d  c l e a r  o f f  t h e  ground and h a u l e d  t o  t h e  
l o a d i n g  p l a c e .  T h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  p r o v i d e s  a g r e a t  
improvement o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  t w o .  But i n  Redwood 
Creek ,  where l o g g i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  have  been a 
m a t t e r  o f  ma jo r  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  
nobody is  d o i n g  any s k y l i n e  l o g g i n g .  A l l  t h e y ' r e  
d o i n g  is g r o u n d - s k i d d i n g ,  and h i g h - l e a d i n g .  The 
topography  is s u c h  t h a t  t h e y  c a n ' t  g e t  c a b l e s  
r i g g e d  up i n  s u c h  ways t o  l i f t  t h e  l o g s  o f f  t h e  
g round ,  and t h e  l o g s  a r e  s o  heavy ,  t h e s e  huge 
redwood t r e e s ,  t h a t  i t  w o u l d n ' t  work anyhow, 
t h e y  s a y .  I t  would b e  so  e x p e n s i v e  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  
do i t .  

So t h e  c a b l e - l o g g i n g  is as d e s t r u c t i v e  a s  
t h e  t r a c t o r  l o g g i n g  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  t h e  way 
t h e y ' r e  d o i n g  i t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  



S t e e n :  Because o f  t h e  more broken t e r r a i n ,  I g u e s s .  

Robinson:  Because o f  t h a t .  

S t e e n :  I n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  you have  v e r y  l o n g  s l o p e s ,  
and you can  p u t  a p o l e  on t h e  t o p .  Of c o u r s e ,  
i t ' s  c l e a r c u t t i n g ,  b u t  you o n l y  have  o n e  r o a d  
and o n e  l a n d i n g .  I t ' s  minimum r o a d  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  
a t  l e a s t .  

Robinson:  You can  g o  a b o u t  e i g h t  hundred f e e t  w i t h  
c a b l e .  You c a n  go  a b o u t  f o u r  hundred fee t  w i t h  
c a b l e  on t h e  back on a t r a c t o r - - f o u r  hundred  
f e e t  up and f o u r  hundred f e e t  down, and a r o a d  
e v e r y  e i g h t  hundred f e e t .  You've g o t  t h e  same 
t h i n g ,  h a v e n ' t  you? 

S t e e n :  S k i d d i n g  i n t o  a l a n d i n g ,  when you have  t h e  
s k i d  t r a i l s  g o i n g  up toward  t h e  s p a r  t r e e ,  t e n d s  
t o  d i s p e r s e  r u n o f f  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o n c e n t r a t e  i t .  
Downhi l l  y a r d i n g  is v e r y  d e s t r u c t i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  
r u n o f f  . 

Robinson:  Yes,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  Twenty y e a r s  a g o ,  
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  w a s  p u t t i n g  o u t  p h o t o g r a p h s  
and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  showing t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  
from u s i n g  c a b l e s ,  c a b l e s  on  t h e  t o p  o f  a h i l l ,  
a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  t r a c t o r s .  I ' d  b e  happy 
t o  show you o n e .  

S t e e n :  I w a s  a p p a l l e d  by t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h a t  
b i t  i n  Montana. The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana g o t  
i n v o l v e d  two y e a r s  ago on t h e  c l e a r c u t t i n g  
c o n t r o v e r s y .  I t  was j u s t  a mass o f  s k i d  r o a d s .  
I had n e v e r  s e e n  t h a t .  T e r r a c i n g ,  I g u e s s ,  
b e s i d e s .  I n e v e r  was q u i t e  s u r e  what w a s  g o i n g  
o n ,  i f  t h a t  w a s  an e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t  w i t h  t h e  
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e - -  

Robinson:  No, t h a t ' s  a f u l l - s c a l e  program,  and now 
tha t  Guy Brandborg  h a s  d i e d ,  t h e y ' r e  r e t u r n e d  
t o  i t .  T h e r e ' s  nobody t h e r e  t o  compla in  a b o u t  
i t ,  I g u e s s .  

There  may b e  more on t h i s ,  b u t  t h e r e  are  
two b a s i c  t h i n g s  t h e y  are  d o i n g  t h e r e ,  and I 
o b j e c t  t o  b o t h  o f  them. One is  removing 



r e l a t i v e l y  u n d e s i r a b l e  t i m b e r ,  s t a n d s  o f  lodge-
p o l e  p i n e  and a l p i n e  f i r ,  and t h e n  t e r r a c i n g  
i t  w i t h  t r a c t o r s  and p l a n t i n g  i t  t o  ponderosa  
p i n e .  I o b j e c t  t o  i t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m a s s i v e  
d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  t h e  s o i l  and t h o s e  e c o l o g i c a l  
f a c t o r s .  

But t h e  s e c o n d  t h i n g  I o b j e c t  t o  is  t h a t  
t h e y  are  p l a y i n g  w i t h  numbers i n  d o i n g  t h i s .  
They w i l l  t a k e  an  a r e a  which is  n o t  p r o d u c t i v e ,  
b e c a u s e  i t ' s  n a t u r a l l y  s t o c k e d  w i t h  non-commercial 
s p e c i e s  o r  s p e c i e s  o f  v e r y  minimal  commercial  
v a l u e .  They w i l l  s e l l  a l l  t h a t  t i m b e r  t o  t h e  
p u l p  m i l l s  f o r  maybe two d o l l a r s  a thousand  b o a r d  
f e e t ,  and t h e  p r i c e  t h e y  pay a p p l i e s  o n l y  t o  t h e  
l a r g e r  t r e e s ,  t h e  smaller o n e s  go f ree .  So t h e y  
get  90 p e r c e n t  o f  i t ,  o r  80 p e r c e n t  o f  i t ,  f o r  
n o t h i n g .  

Having done t h a t ,  t h e y  w i l l  t a k e  t h a t  a r e a ,  
t e r r a c e  i t ,  p l a n t  t h e  ponderosa  p i n e ,  and t h e y  
w i l l  e s t i m a t e  what t h e  a v e r a g e  growth p e r  a c r e  
p e r  y e a r  is g o i n g  t o  b e ,  from t h a t  t e r r a c e d  
l a n d ,  and t h e r e b y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a l l o w a b l e  c u t  by 
t h a t  much. Suppose y o u ' v e  g o t  a thousand  a c r e s  
and i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  grow, t h e y  e s t i m a t e ,  f i v e  
hundred b o a r d  f e e t  per  acre p e r  y e a r .  So t h e r e ' s  
f i v e  hundred t h o u s a n d  b o a r d  f e e t  t h e y  can  add t o  
t h e  a l l o w a b l e  c u t .  So t h e y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a l l o w a b l e  
c u t  by t h a t  much, and t h e n  t h e y  e s c a l a t e  t h e  
removal  o f  t h e  o l d  growth t i m b e r  on t h a t  b a s i s  
o f  t h a t  c a l c u l a t i o n .  

They c a r r i e d  t h i s  k i n d  o f  l o g i c  t o  a n  
e x t r e m e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  have  now c u t  a l m o s t  a l l  
o f  t h e  m e r c h a n t a b l e  s i z e d  t i m b e r  on t h a t  f o r e s t .  
One m i l l  which u s e d  t h e  l a r g e r  ponderosa  p i n e  
h a s  c l o s e d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e ' s  no l o n g e r  t i m b e r  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  them. 

S t e e n :  I c a n ' t  see how t h e  economics works o u t .  The 
s i t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  must b e  a hundred d o l l a r s  an  
a c r e ,  two hundred d o l l a r s  an  a c r e ;  how you can  
c a r r y  t h a t  up t h r o u g h  t h e  r o t a t i o n - - ?  B r i n g  
c a t s  i n  and t e r r a c e  it--

Robinson:  Oh, I t h i n k  t h e y  do it o n l y  o n c e .  They 



j u s t  p l a n t  i t ,  and t h e y  f i g u r e  t h e y ' l l  go  i n  and 
t h i n  i t  p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  b u t  t h e y  d o n ' t  c o n s i d e r  
t h a t  t h e y  have  t o  r e t e r r a c e  i t .  I t h i n k  t h e y  
r e g a r d  t h a t  as a one- t ime i n v e s t m e n t .  However, 
I a g r e e  w i t h  y o u ,  b u t  I h a v e n ' t  a n a l y z e d  i t  
m a t h e m a t i c a l l y .  

S t e e n :  A t  f o r e s t r y  s c h o o l  i n  c l a s s  p r o j e c t s ,  w e  t r i e d  
t o  make t h e  c o s t  o f  h a n d - p l a n t i n g  pay--over  a 
e i g h t y - y e a r  r o t a t i o n  a t  6 p e r c e n t  and  a l l  t h a t .  
But i f  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  b r i n g  i n  equ ipment ,  do  
a l l  t h i s  l a n d s c a p i n g ,  and c a r r y  t h a t  p l u s  t h e  
c o s t  o f  p l a n t i n g - -  

Robinson:  Y o u ' r e  s i m p l y  r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
I ' v e  s a i d  r e g a r d i n g  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  i n i t i a l l y ,  
t h a t  f o r e s t r y  d o e s  n o t  pay i n  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  
o t h e r  i n v e s t m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  T h i s  is why 
w e  have  p u b l i c  f o r e s t r y .  I d o n ' t  o b j e c t  a t  a l l  
t o  p u b l i c  money b e i n g  s p e n t  f o r  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  
and f o r  t h i n n i n g  and t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  d e s i r a b l e .  

But I do  o b j e c t  t o  s e l l i n g  t i m b e r - i n  
e x c e s s i v e  q u a n t i t i e s ,  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  s u s t a i n e d -  
y i e l d  p r i n c i p l e ,  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  t o  p r e t e n d  t h e y ' r e  o b s e r v i n g  
t h e  l a w  w h i l e  h e l p i n g  t h e  l o b b y i s t s  f o r  t h e  
t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y .  T h a t ' s  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  t h a t ' s  
h a p p e n i n g .  T h a t ' s  where  t h e  problem is .  

S t e e n :  But s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  o b v i o u s l y ,  t h r o u g h  
s e v e r a l  r o t a t i o n s ,  is  dependen t  upon m a i n t e n a n c e  
o f  t h e  s o i l .  I 

Robinson:  Y e s .  Oh, y e s .  

S t e e n :  We c a n  d e t e r m i n e  by t h e  s l o p e  and  t h e  t h i n n e s s  
o f  t h e  s o i l  wherever  i t  s h o u l d n ' t  b e  logged--what 
do  w e  do  a b o u t  t h a t  l a n d  t h a t ' s  i n  p r i v a t e  owner-
s h i p  t h a t ' s  t o o  s t e e p ,  s o  i t  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  
logged?  Do w e  a c q u i r e  t h a t ?  Do w e  buy t h e  
development  r i g h t s ?  We're g o i n g  t o  wind up 
b u y i n g  an awfu l  l o t  o f  l a n d ,  i t  seems. Is t h a t  
t h e  u l t i m a t e  s o l u t i o n  to--  

Robinson:  Something  o f  t h a t  k i n d  is  e s s e n t i a l ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  y e s .  



S t e e n :  Because  t o  a s k  somebody t o  pay  t a x e s  on t h i s  
s t u f f ,  which h a s  marke t  v a l u e ,  even though i t  
s h o u l d n ' t  b e  l o g g e d .  

Robinson:  . R i g h t .  I wanted  t o  p o i n t  t h a t  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  
and I see you a n t i c i p a t e  m e  h e r e .  T h e r e  is a 
l o t  o f  l a n d  t h a t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  l o g g e d ,  p e r i o d .  
The f a c t  t h a t  p e o p l e  own i t  s h o u l d  n o t  g i v e  them 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  l o g ,  j u s t  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t o  
make some money from i t .  

S t e e n :  But s a y  you own a s a w m i l l ,  and  you h a v e  enough 
a c r e a g e ,  b a s e d  upon some c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  t o  s u s t a i n  
t h a t  m i l l ,  and  s u d d e n l y ,  f o r  w h a t e v e r  good 
p u r p o s e ,  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  is  removed from 
y o u r  c u t .  Even i f  y o u ' r e  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  it--

Robinson:  By government  a c t i o n ?  

S t e e n :  By w h a t e v e r  a c t i o n .  

Robinson:  P u b l i c  a c t i o n .  

S t e e n :  Suddenly  you o n l y  have  7 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
t i m b e r  you need  t o  r u n  t h a t  s a w m i l l ,  and y o u ' v e  
j u s t  been  p u t  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  is 
o n e  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t s ,  i s n ' t  i t ,  i n  Redwood P a r k ,  
t h a t  t h a t  l a n d  h a s  more v a l u e  t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  
marke t  v a l u e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i m p a c t s  t h e i r  s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d .  I t  t a k e s  twen ty  y e a r s  o u t  o f  t h e i r  
r o t a t i o n  by p u l l i n g  4 5 , 0 0 0  acres o u t  o f  t h e r e .  
T h i s  is one  o f  t h e i r  a r g u m e n t s .  

Robinson:  Oh, t h a t ' s  one  o f  t h e i r  a rguments .  But 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  have  any r o t a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  
know any p r i v a t e  t i m b e r  company t h a t  r e a l l y  h a s  
a r o t a t i o n .  I ' v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  some o f  
t h e  f o r e s t e r s  from t h e  b i g  t i m b e r  companies  i n  
t h e  S o u t h ,  where  t h e y  s a y  t h e y  a r e  r e a l l y  
p r a c t i c i n g  f o r e s t r y .  And t h e y  d o n ' t  have  a 
r o t a t i o n .  

S t e e n :  I t ' s  r e a l l y  when t h e  t r ee  g e t s  m a r k e t a b l e  
i n  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  e i g h t y  y e a r s - - t h a t ' s  s o r t  o f  
t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  r o t a t i o n  a g e ,  i n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  
when i t  g e t s  b i g  enough t o  c u t  a g a i n .  



Robinson:  The f o r e s t e r s  down t h e r e  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  
t o  d i d  n o t  want t o  b e  q u o t e d ,  b u t  two o r  t h r e e  
v e r y  l a r g e ,  na t iona l ly -known companies ,  who have  
huge h o l d i n g s  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  s o u t h e r n  p i n e  and 
p u l p  m i l l s  and t h a t  k i n d  of  t h i n g ,  s a y  t h e y  have  
a  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r  r o t a t i o n  on t h e  growth of  
t h e i r  t i m b e r ,  and t h e y  p l a n t  a f a i r  amount.  
R a t h e r  l a r g e  a c r e a g e s ,  a c t u a l l y ,  b u t  a v e r y  
s m a l l  p o r p o r t i o n  of  t h e  t o t a l  amount of  f o r e s t  
l a n d  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  

Now what t h e y  are  d o i n g  is p l a n t i n g  enough 
s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  go t o  p r i v a t e  owners and t e l l  
them t h a t  t h e y ' d  l i k e  t o  buy t h e i r  t i m b e r ,  and 
t h e n  t e l l  them i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  s e l l  i t  t o  them, 
t h e y ' v e  g o t  t i m b e r  of  t h e i r  own, s o  t h e y  c a n  
name t h e  p r i c e .  T h i s  a g a i n  g e t s  back t o  what 
I w a s  s a y i n g ,  [ l a u g h s ]  t h a t  f o r e s t r y ' s  n o t  
p r o f  i t a b l e .  

The owner h a s  no a l t e r n a t i v e .  I f  t h e r e ' s  
one  b i g  o u t f i t  i n  t h e  community, and  t h a t ' s  t h e  
one  t h a t  buys t h e  t i m b e r ,  and t h e y  t e l l  them, 
" B e t t e r  s e l l  i t  t o  u s ,  o r  w e ' l l  l e t  you keep i t , "  
and  h e ' s  i n v e s t e d  money and h e ' s  h e l d  i t  f o r  
f i f t e e n  o r  twen ty  y e a r s ,  had  t o  pay t a x e s  on i t ,  
and h e  wan t s  o u t ,  s o  h e  y i e l d s .  

A l l  r i g h t .  So t h e y  grow enough t i m b e r  t o  
be  a b l e  t o  p u l l  t h a t  on t h e  p r i v a t e  landowner .  
But t h e y ' r e  n o t  p r a c t i c i n g  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  as  
I i n t e r p r e t  i t ,  o r  as I d e f i n e d  i t  e a r l i e r  i n  
t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

S t e e n :  How i n  t h e  wor ld  are  w e  g o i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  s o i l  
w i t h  t h a t  k i n d  o f  a marke t  sys tem?  

Robinson:  W e l l ,  we're n o t .  We ' re  g o i n g  t h e  way o f  
t h e  N o r t h  A f r i c a n s ,  a round  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  

S t e e n :  T h e r e  must b e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  d a t a  accumu-
l a t i n g  a f t e r  o u r  d r o u g h t  is  o v e r ,  and a l l  t h e  
heavy r a i n f a l l .  I d o n ' t  know w h a t ' s  g o i n g  on 
up n o r t h . ,  b u t  t h e r e  must be  a l o t  of  s l i p p a g e  
somewhere. 

Robinson:  Oh, I ' m  s u r e .  I h a v e n ' t  h e a r d  a t h i n g  
a b o u t  t h a t ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  r i g h t .  



Steen: I've still got some questions to ask about 

soil. Maybe it's so self-evident that it doesn't 

require a lot of articulation, the need to 

maintain the soil-- 


Robinson: Well, that may be. There's some semi- 

technical things that I'd like to talk about. 

You know, I'm not a soil scientist, but I gather 

that there are four or five essential nutrients 

which must be present in appropriate amounts for 

vegetation to grow. They are calcium, phosphorus, 

potassium, magnesium, and nitrogen. There's 

five, I guess--that when they're in a form that 

is available to plants, are in a soluble con- 

dition. 


Therefore, as land is saturated and water's 

running through it, these tend to be leached out. 

So in a normal situation, these nutrients are 

bound up chemically Ln the tissue of living 

organisms or in the humus, which is the decaying 

material of past generations of living material. 


As these chemicals are released, the roots 

of living organisms pick them up and recycle 

them. There is no way of determining how much 

of these nutrients are available to plants, 

through any chemical analysis that we know of. 

When I was in the university, back in the 1930s, 

Dr. Holman was our professor, and he had us all 

get a textbook by Maximov, translated from the 

Russian, because there was no such textbook in 

the English language. 


Maximov explained that there are two ways 

of going about making an analysis of soil. One 

is to take a soil sample, dissolve it in distilled 

water, and then make a chemical analysis of that 

water to determine what proportion of these 

essential nutrients are present. This under- 

estimates the amount grossly, because plants 

have the capacity of extracting nutrients that 

will not dissolve in distilled water. They are 

held in the soil by colloidal phenomena. 


The other extreme is to take a sample of 

the soil and give it a standard chemical analysis. 

This grossly overestimates the amount that's 




a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p l a n t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  r e s u l t s  i n  
measurement of s t u f f  t h a t  c a n n o t  by any s t r e t c h  
of  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e s e  p l a n t s .  

Now, t h e  r a n g e  of a v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p l a n t s ,  
from p a u c i t y  t o  s u r f e i t ,  is  s o  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  
r a n g e  o f  t h e s e  two methods of  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  
amount t h a t ' s  p r e s e n t ,  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  amount p r e s e n t ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  is no way o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  f e r t i l i t y  
of  s o i l  by s o i l  a n a l y s i s .  

So what you do is g e t  a sample  o f  s o i l  and 
p l a n t  t h i n g s  i n  i t  and t h e n  add s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  
o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  n u t r i e n t s  t o  t h e s e  i n  v a r i o u s  
c o m b i n a t i o n s  and measure  t h e  growth t o  see i f  
a d d i t i o n  of any o f  them c a u s e s  an  i n c r e a s e .  If  
i t  d o e s ,  t h e n  you r e a l i z e - - y o u  i n f e r  t h a t  t h a t  
n u t r i e n t  is l a c k i n g  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a l i t i e s  and 
s o  f o r t h .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  you c a n  d o .  

But you c a n ' t  do t h i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  
f o r e s t  s o i l s ,  b e c a u s e  trees r e q u i r e  d i f f e r e n t  
n u t r i e n t  c o m b i n a t i o n s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  o f  
their  development--I s h o u l d  s a y ,  p l a n t s  do--and 
the  n u t r i e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  v a r y  from o n e  s p e c i e s  
t o  a n o t h e r .  

So a c t u a l l y ,  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  t h e  o n l y  t e s t  
of  the n u t r i e n t  s u p p l y  i n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  c a p a c i t y  
of  t he  s o i l  is t o  grow timber on i t .  But w e  do 
know t h a t ,  as I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  amount t h a t ' s  
p r e s e n t  is g e n e r a l l y  bound up i n  t h e  humus 
m a t e r i a l ,  and t h e r e f o r e  i t  is  d e f i n i t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  
tha t  w e  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  n u t r i e n t  s u p p l y  by p ro -
t e c t i n g  the  s o i l .  

T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t .  T h e r e ' s  
no q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  i t .  And a l o g g i n g  t e c h n i q u e ,  
o r  t h e  s i l v i c u l t u r a l  methods t h a t  expose  t h a t  
s o i l  t o  e r o s i o n  o r  l e a c h i n g  by water w i t h o u t  
t h e r e  b e i n g  v e g e t a t i o n  p r e s e n t  t o  p r o t e c t - - y o u  
know, t o  t a k e  up t h e  n u t r i e n t s  t h a t  i t  would 
l e a v e - - i s  g o i n g  t o  l e a d  t o  a d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  
p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  and  t h e r e  is no q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  i t .  

S t e e n :  How a b o u t  what some o f  t h e  companies are 
d o i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  p i l o t  p r o j e c t  phases- -
d r o p p i n g  f e r t i l i z e r  from h e l i c o p t e r s  and t h i s  



s o r t  of  t h i n g .  Is t h a t  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  o r  a way 
t o  m a i n t a i n  s o i l  p r o d u c t i v i t y ?  

Robinson:  I t  can  h e l p  i n  some s i t u a t i o n s ,  b u t  a g a i n ,  
t h a t  i s  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e .  I t  c o s t s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
money. I ' d  l i k e  t o  f e r t i l i z e ,  and f e r t i l i z e r  i s  
becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  e x p e n s i v e  t h e s e  days  b e c a u s e  
i t  is  dependen t  upon e n e r g y  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  o r  t o  
mine i t .  You know, t h e  n i t r o g e n  compounds are  
m a n u f a c t u r e d ,  and t h e  o t h e r s  a re  mined.  A s  t h e  
f o o d  s u p p l y  becomes s c a r c e ,  and  as t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e s ,  we're n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  u s e  
f e r t i l i z e r  f o r  growing t rees .  

S t e e n :  Y-es, w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  have  t o  u s e  i t  f o r  f o o d .  

Robinson:  T h a t ' s  one  t h i n g .  F o r  a n o t h e r ,  e x p e r i m e n t s  
i n  f e r t i l i z i n g  are  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t .  I know one  
e x p e r i m e n t  i n  Douglas  f i r  which r e s u l t e d  i n  a 
d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  r a t e  o f  growth o f  t h e  
young t r e e s ,  b u t  when it snowed, t h e  l i m b s  b r o k e  
o f f  b e c a u s e  t h e  wood w a s  more r a p i d l y  grown and 
t h e r e f o r e  n o t  as s t r o n g .  

I know o f  a n o t h e r  e x p e r i m e n t  where  f e r t i l i -  
z a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  growth o f  compet ing  v e g e t a -  
t i o n ,  b u t  i t  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  growth o f  t h e  
t rees.  There  is a n  exper iment  which r e c e n t l y  
repor ted--which  shows t h a t  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  i n t e r -  
feres w i t h  t h e  growth of  m y c o r r h i z a .  The 
m y c o r r h i z a  are  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  growth o f  t rees .  
So i f  you k i l l  t he  m y c o r r h i z a  w i t h  f e r t i l i z e r ,  
t h e n  y o u ' r e  d e f e a t i n g  y o u r s e l f .  

So u n l e s s  t h e  p e r s o n  h a s  done a g r e a t  d e a l  
o f  v e r y  c a r e f u l  r e s e a r c h  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  
r e a l l y ,  t o  check h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  o u t ,  h e  i s n ' t  
even s u r e  t h a t  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  w i l l  do any good.  
So I ' m  s k e p t i c a l  a b o u t  t h a t .  

No, I t h i n k  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t o  do is t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  n u t r i e n t  r e s e r v o i r  t h a t ' s  t h e r e  by 
u s i n g  t h e  most c o n s e r v a t i v e  methods o f  f o r e s t r y  
i m a g i n a b l e .  [Laughs]  T h a t ' s  what I ' m  d e s c r i b i n g .  

S t e e n :  Another  problem,  I s u s p e c t ,  o f  u s i n g  f e r t i l i z e r s  
is t h a t  i t  l e a c h e s  o u t  and ra ises  t h e  n u t r i e n t  
l e v e l  i n  l a k e s ,  c a u s i n g  a l g a e  blooms and w h a t n o t .  



Robinson:  Y e s .  I f  you c l e a r c u t  t h e  whole  w a t e r s h e d ,  
t h a t  d e f i n i t e l y  d o e s  o c c u r .  I f  you a r e  p r a c t i c i n g  
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d ,  t h a t  i s  l i m i t i n g  t h e  c u t  t o  
g r o w t h ,  s o  t h a t  y o u ' r e  c u t t i n g ,  c l e a r c u t t i n g  o n l y  
a s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w a t e r s h e d  a t  any o n e  t i m e ,  
and u s i n g  a r e a s o n a b l y  l o n g  r o t a t i o n ,  y o u ' r e  n o t  
g o i n g  t o  m a t e r i a l l y  a f f e c t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  
w a t e r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  But you a r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
d e p l e t i n g  t h e  s o i l  g r a d u a l l y ,  and  you have  o t h e r  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r r i v i n g  from-- 

S t e e n :  No matter how c a r e f u l l y  you p r a c t i c e  f o r e s t r y ,  
how c o r r e c t  you a r e ,  a f t e r  t h e  f o u r t h  o r  f i f t h  
r o t a t i o n ,  when you keep  t a k i n g  o u t  t h e  t r u n k ,  
a r e n ' t  you d e p l e t i n g  t h i s  r e s e r v o i r ?  

Robinson:  Oh, d e f i n i t e l y ,  you a re .  Y e s .  The 
n u t r i e n t s  i n  a f o r e s t  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a p p r o x i -  
m a t e l y  80 p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  t ree  and a r o u n d  20 
p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  humus. Now, t h i s  would b e  i n  
t h e  c o n i f e r o u s  f o r e s t .  With a hardwood f o r e s t ,  
i t  v a r i e s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  depend ing  
on w h e t h e r  t h e  l e a v e s  a r e  on t h e  ground o r  
w h e t h e r  t h e  trees are  l e a f e d  o u t .  

We b a s e  t h a t  estimate on knowledge a b o u t  
t h e  g rowth  c a p a c i t y  o f  s o i l  w e  know t h a t  i t  h a s  
i m p o v e r i s h e d ,  o r  are  i m p o v e r i s h e d  t o  b e g i n  w i t h .  
F o r  example ,  i n  A l a s k a ,  on Kodiak I s l a n d ,  which 
is  t h e  f r o n t i e r  o f  t h e  a d v a n c i n g  f o r e s t s ,  f o l l o w -
i n g  t h e  l a s t  i c e  a g e ,  t h e  s o i l  t h e r e  is p u r e  
g l a s s  beads. I t ' s  a l m o s t  m i c r o s c o p i c ,  i t ' s  
d u s t .  V o l c a n i c  d u s t  f rom Katmai ,  which 
p e r i o d i c a l l y  e r u p t s .  

Herbs  and grasses and v a r i o u s  t h i n g s  t a k e  
r o o t  i n  t h i s  v o l c a n i c  s o i l ,  and  o v e r  a l o n g  
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  t h e y  b u i l d  up a s u f f i c i e n t  
n u t r i e n t  r e s e r v o i r  s o  t h e  trees c a n  get  s t a r t e d .  
And t h e  trees w i l l  grow v e r y ,  v e r y  s l o w l y  a t  
f i r s t ,  maybe an i n c h  o r  two i n  h e i g h t  a y e a r ,  
u n t i l  t h e y  get t o  b e  a b o u t  a h u n d r e d ,  hundred  
and f i f t y  y e a r s  o l d .  Then t h e y  b e g i n  r e c y c l i n g  
t h e i r  own n u t r i e n t s ,  and  t h e n  t h e y  ge t  b i r d  
d r o p p i n g s ,  you know, from b i r d s  t h a t  are p e r c h e d  
i n  t h e  t r e e s  and a l l  t h a t .  



E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  n u t r i e n t  r e s e r v o i r  b u i l d s  
u p ,  s o  by t h e  t i m e  trees are  s e v e r a l  hundred 
y e a r s  o l d ,  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  s i t e ,  by m e a s u r i n g  
t h e s e  t r e e s ,  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  good.  So t h e  s i t e  
improves  as t h e  trees grow and c o l l e c t  and r e c y c l e  
t h e  n u t r i e n t s .  

So t h e r e  is o n e  good way o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  
t h i s  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  I j u s t  e x p r e s s e d ,  t h a t  t h e  
n u t r i e n t  l e v e l  is  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  s t a n d i n g  t i m b e r .  

There  a r e  s imi l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  have been 
s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  i n  l a n d s  t h a t  w e r e  impover-
i s h e d  by h a v i n g  been  c l e a r e d  and t h e n  u s e d  f o r  
c o t t o n  p l a n t a t i o n s  f o r  many y e a r s ,  abandoned 
when t h e y  became i n f e r t i l e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  
t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  compete ,  and now are  coming up 
w i t h  p i n e .  T h e r e  a g a i n ,  t h e  p i n e  grew s l o w l y  
a t  f i rs t  and t h e  r a t e  o f  g r o w t h ,  and t h e  n u t r i e n t  
p r e s e n t ,  h a s  become t h e  key t o  t h i s .  

From t h e r e  on  t h e n ,  w e  f i n d  t h a t  measure-  
ments  o f  t h e  n u t r i e n t s  i n  trees a r e  a b o u t  20 
p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  r o o t s ,  a b o u t  a t h i r d  i n  t h e  b o l e  
o f  t h e  t r e e ,  and t h e  rest i n  t h e  b r a n c h e s  and 
l e a v e s .  So i f  you l e a v e  t h e  r o o t s ,  and you 
l e a v e  t h e  b r a n c h e s  and l e a v e s ,  and  mere ly  t a k e  
o u t  t h e  b o l e  o f  t h e  t r e e ,  and y o u ' r e  p r a c t i c i n g  
f o r e s t r y  on a r e l a t i v e l y  l o n g  r o t a t i o n - - a s  I ' m  
a d v o c a t i n g - - t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  is t h a t  t h e  n u t r i e n t  
r e s e r v o i r  w i l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d ,  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  
g rowth  of t h o s e  t r e e s ,  w h a t ' s  been removed by 
removal  of  t h e  b o l e  of  t h e  t ree  w i l l  be re-
p l e n i s h e d ,  as is  happen ing  i n  A l a s k a .  

S t e e n :  So t h e  c a r e  of  t h e  s o i l  g o e s  f a r  beyond j u s t  
p r e v e n t i n g  e r o s i o n .  Y o u ' r e  a l s o  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  
n u t r i e n t  r e s e r v o i r .  

Robinson:  Right .  But t h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  what I ' v e  
j u s t  s a i d ,  p o i n t s  up t h e  f a l l a c y  o f  w h o l e - t r e e  
l o g g i n g .  

S t e e n :  With h e l i c o p t e r s .  

Rob inson :  Y e s .  Somebody i n  t h e  S o u t h  h a s  r e c e n t l y  
deve loped  machinery  t h a t  w i l l  c u t  o u t  t h e  r o o t s - -  



S t e e n :  I saw t h a t ,  on t h e  SAF t o u r  l a s t  y e a r  i n  New 
O r l e a n s .  We went o u t  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i  on a f i e l d  
t r i p ,  and w e  s a w  one  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I t  would 
go up t o  a t r ee  up t o  f i f t e e n  i n c h e s  i n  d i a m e t e r  
and g r a b  i t  w i t h  two b i g  s t e e l  hands  and r i p  i t  
r i g h t  o u t  o f  t h e  g round .  Now I d o n ' t  know what 
t h e  p r i c e  of  e n e r g y  is .  The t h i n g  had t o  g r u n t  
and g r o a n  f o r  abou t  t h i r t y  s e c o n d s  [ l a u g h t e r ]  
b e f o r e  i t  would r i p  t h i s  t h i n g  o u t  and t h e n  
throw i t  down and g r a b  a n o t h e r  o n e .  

But t h e y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  i t  would i n c r e a s e  
f i b e r  p r o d u c t i o n  22 p e r c e n t ,  o r  some s u c h  t h i n g .  
I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  much w a s  s tump.  But anyway, 
i t  w a s  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  f i b e r ,  b u t  i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  
Vietnam, w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  l i t t l e  bomb c r a t e r s  a l l  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  a r e a .  

Robinson:  But y o u ' r e  c e r t a i n l y  removing t h e  n u t r i e n t  
r e s e r v o i r ,  and t h a t  i s  d a n g e r o u s .  



THE TEXAS LAWSUIT 

( I n t e r v i e w  D a t e :  20 September 1977)  

Gordon Robinson:  I have  been i n v o l v e d  i n  some t h i n g s  
t h a t  t h e  c l u b  does  n o t  approve  o f ,  and I d o n ' t  
want anyone t o  b e  confused  a b o u t  what I ' m  d o i n g .  
I ' m  t h i n k i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o f  a c a s e  i n  Texas .  

Haro ld  S t e e n :  T h a t ' s  a s p e c i f i c  c a s e  I wanted t o  
e x p l o r e .  I t  was,  o f f i c i a l l y ,  Texas Committee o n  
N a t u r a l  Resources  v e r s u s  t h e  U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  

Robinson:  Oh, t h a t ' s  a good s t o r y .  

S t e e n :  I t ' s  a good s t o r y .  How d i d  you g e t  i n v o l v e d ?  
You've a l r e a d y  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  is n o t  a n  o f f i c i a l  
S i e r r a  Club l a w s u i t .  

Robinson:  No, i t  is n o t .  Along abou t  J a n u a r y  1976 ,  
I began g e t t i n g  phone ca l l s  from a woman named 
Madel ine  Framson, i n  Houston,  Texas .  She was 
v e r y  d i s t u r b e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  o f  
t h e  Houston Group, o f  t h e  Lone S t a r  C h a p t e r  of  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club . . .  

I s h o u l d  d i g r e s s  a b i t  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
p e o p l e  who may n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  work of  
t h e  S i e r r a  Club is  done by g r o u p s  and c h a p t e r s .  
And w e  have  some f o r t y  c h a p t e r s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and Canada. And t h e  c h a p t e r s  have 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  o u r  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club C o u n c i l .  There  g o t  t o  b e  s o  many of 
t h e s e  t h a t  we have  i n  a d d i t i o n  g r o u p s  which r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  c h a p t e r s .  So t h a t  w e  can  remain  d e m o c r a t i c  
w i t h o u t  t h e  expense  o f  t h e  b o a r d  m e e t i n g  becoming 
unmanageable.  So w e  have some 200 g r o u p s  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  someth ing  l i k e  40 t o  50 c h a p t e r s .  

So t h e  Houston Group o f  t h e  Lone S t a r  
C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b - - i t ' s  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s - - w a s  c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  i n  p romot ing  a n  1800-acre  w i l d e r n e s s  



on t h e  Sam Houston Na t iona l  F o r e s t .  Madeline 
Framson was very concerned about  t h i s ,  because 
s h e  and a group o f  f r i e n d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Bonnys, 
who had organized  t h e  Lone S t a r  Chap te r ,  had 
b u i l t  what is  known a s  t h e  Lone S t a r  T r a i l  i n  
t h e  Sam Houston Na t iona l  F o r e s t ,  under  a w r i t t e n  
agreement w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  A l a r g e  
segment of t h a t  t r a i l  would n o t  be i nc luded  i n  
t h i s  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and was scheduled  t o  be c l e a r -  
c u t .  And t h i s  j u s t  made them w i l d .  

The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  wanted t o  go pu t  i n t e r -
p r e t i v e  s i g n s  a long  t h e i r  t r a i l  showing, you 
know t h e s e  t r e e  farm s i g n s  and a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  
about r a t i o n a l i z i n g  t h e i r  c l e a r c u t t i n g  and 
s t u f f .  And h e r e  t h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  
c l u b  were s u p p o r t i n g  t h a t .  She thought  t h a t  
t h e  minimum w i l d e r n e s s  p roposa l  should  comprise 
about 4 ,500  a c r e s .  She wanted t o  know what t o  
do about  i t .  

I d i d n ' t  want t o  - - i t  would be t o t a l l y  
improper f o r  m e  t o  g e t  involved  i n  t h e  l o c a l  
p o l i t i c s  of t h e  c l u b .  So t h e  b e s t  I could do 
was t o  j u s t  l i s t e n  p a t i e n t l y  and g i v e  h e r  what 
encouragement I cou ld .  But t h e n ,  one t ime ,  s h e  
c a l l e d  and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  had 
scheduled  a  c h a r e t t e .  

A c h a r e t t e  is a p u b l i c  meet ing des igned  t o  
b r i n g  about p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  broad 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p l ann ing  f o r  l and  u s e .  I t ' s  
a type  of  meet ing developed by French a r c h i t e c t s  
f o r  b r i n g i n g  d i s s e n t i n g  p a r t i e s  t o g e t h e r  where 
t hey  a r e  involved  w i t h  l a n d  u s e  p l ann ing .  They 
w i l l  i n v i t e  s e v e r a l  hundred peop le  f o r  a weekend, 
and t h a t  way they  g e t  a c r o s s - s e c t i o n  of t h e  
peop le  who a r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t s .  Then when 
they  a r r i v e ,  t hey  a r e  d i v i d e d  up i n t o  s m a l l  
g roups ,  each r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  of 
i n t e r e s t  g roups .  Then each group is s e n t  o f f  
w i t h  an a d v i s o r  and r e c o r d e r ,  and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h e  group dynamics t h a t  w e  developed i n  t h i s  
coun t ry  i n  t h e  50s .  Then they  a l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  
and compare n o t e s .  And l o  and behold ,  t hey  a l l  
have s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same p l a n s  and s o  t h e y ' r e  
a l l  expec ted  t o  g e t  behind t h e  a r c h i t e c t ' s  de s ign  



So t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  s c h e d u l e d  one  o f  
t h e s e  t o  c o n s i d e r  p l a n n i n g  on t h e  Conroe u n i t  
o f  t h e  Sam Houston N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  which con-
t a i n e d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  Meanwhile,  t h e y  w e r e  
g o i n g  ahead w i t h  t h e i r  p l a n s  t o  c l e a r c u t  w i t h i n  
t h e  4 , 5 0 0  acres t h a t  s h e  t h o u g h t  o u g h t  t o  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s .  

I a s k e d  h e r  i f  s h e  had an  a t t o r n e y ,  be-  
c a u s e  i t  o c c u r r e d  t o  m e  t h a t  i t  w o u l d n ' t  be  t o o  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e v e l o p  some k i n d  o f  a l e g a l  t h e o r y  
whereby t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  an  i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t a m p e r i n g  w i t h  t h a t  4 , 5 0 0  acres up t o  t h e  t i m e  
when t h e y  a t  l e a s t  come up w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
t h i s  m e e t i n g .  I t  seems t o  b e  a g r e a t  b r e a c h  
of  f a i t h  t o  go ahead  and f o r e c l o s e  t h e  a l t e r -
n a t i v e s  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  i n v i t i n g  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  
c o n s i d e r .  

S t e e n :  R i g h t .  

Robinson:  The n e x t  t h i n g  I knew, I g o t  a  phone c a l l  
from one  Ned F r i t z  i n  D a l l a s ,  t e l l i n g  m e  h e  was 
p r e p a r i n g  t o  f i l e  s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S. F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  t o  s t o p  them from c l e a r c u t t i n g  on t h e  
n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  

S t e e n :  F r i t z  i s  an  a t t o r n e y ?  

Robinson:  H e  is  a n  a t t o r n e y ,  r i g h t .  H e  wanted  t o  
know i f  I knew Madel ine  Framson. " Y e s .  I had  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s h e  g e t  a h o l d  o f  somebody. And 
I g u e s s  y o u ' r e  t h e  o n e . "  "But I 'm n o t  g o i n g  t o  
f i l e  on t h e  b e h a l f  of  Made l ine ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  i n  
t h e  name o f  t h e  Texas  Committee on N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s ,  and I ' m  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  
t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  W i l l  you h e l p ? "  "Wel l ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  what do you want m e  t o  do?'' And h e  
s a y s ,  "Well ,  I ' m  f i l i n g  s u i t  on t h e  g rounds  t h a t  
c l e a r c u t t i n g  i s  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  O r g a n i c  A c t  
o f  1897 u s i n g  t h e  Monongahela d e c i s i o n  as a 
p r e c e d e n t . "  And I s a i d ,  "Ah, o h !  Hold t h e  
phone !" 

Because  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w e  had  won t h e  l a w s u i t  
i n  West V i r g i n i a .  So o u r  s t r a t e g y  w a s  t o  t r y  t o  
p r e v e n t  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  f rom b e i n g  a p p l i e d  t o  o t h e r  



areas o f  t h e  n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  c o u r t  a c t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  would u s e  i t  as ammunition 
t o  g a i n  momentum f o r  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  r e p e a l  o f  
t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  O r g a n i c  A c t ,  you see.  

So I a s k e d  him t o  p l e a s e  check w i t h  o u r  
l o b b y i s t  i n  Washington and t h e  a t t o r n e y s  i n  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club L e g a l  D e f e n s e ,  and s o  o n ,  b e f o r e  
p r o c e e d i n g ,  t o  see i f  h e  c o u l d n ' t  d e v e l o p  some 
o t h e r  t h e o r y .  I u r g e d  him t o  u s e  t h e  M u l t i p l e  
Use Law. H e  s a y s ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  I ' l l  c h e c k . "  

The n e x t  t h i n g  I knew, h e  had f i l e d  s u i t  
anyway, u s i n g  t h a t  Monongahela d e c i s i o n .  Wel l ,  
o f  c o u r s e  t h a t  made everybody f u r i o u s .  And t h e  
Houston group w a s  f u r i o u s  w i t h  me, and t h e y  
phoned and w r o t e  v e r y  n a s t y  l e t t e r s  t o  Mike 
McCloskey a b o u t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  
i n  a matter and t a k i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  
c o n t r a r y  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  g r o u p .  

They e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  w a s  
p r o p o s i n g  t h i s  1800 acre w i l d e r n e s s  and t h e  
t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  had a g r e e d  n o t  t o  oppose  i t .  
S e n a t o r  Towers had i n t r o d u c e d  a  b i l l  t o  b r i n g  
a b o u t  s t u d y  o f  t h a t  area. Now as a r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club f o r e s t e r  w a s  g o i n g  
t o  b e  a w i t n e s s  i n  a s u i t  a g a i n s t  them, Towers 
had withdrawn h i s  b i l l ,  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  w i thdraw t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s ,  and t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  s a y s  t h a t  
w e  w i l l  f i g h t  e v e r y  w i l d e r n e s s  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  
comes o u t  from now o n .  And i t ' s  a l l  your  f a u l t !  
[ L a u g h t e r ]  

Oh, and Brock Evans was mad a t  me, t o o .  I 
d o n ' t  know how, b u t  i t  g o t  i n  t h e  p a p e r s  t h a t  
Gordon Robinson,  S i e r r a  Club f o r e s t e r ,  w a s  g o i n g  
t o  b e  t h e  w i t n e s s  f o r  them. I d i s c u s s e d  i t  w i t h  
Mike McCloskey, and h e  s a i d  i n  e f f e c t ,  "Well ,  
y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  h e l p  them. But do i t  on your  own. 
J u s t  d o n ' t  i n v o l v e  t h e  S i e r r a  C lub .  You can  do 
i t  on your  40 p e r c e n t  t i m e ,  c a n ' t  you?" I s a i d ,  
"Well, s u r e . "  "But check w i t h  J i m  Moorman, who 
is  o u r  a t t o r n e y . "  

So I checked w i t h  J i m .  And h e  s a i d  t h e  same 
t h i n g .  "Oh, w e l l ,  you have  t o  h e l p  them. Maybe 



you c a n  p u l l  t h e i r  c h e s t n u t s  o u t  o f  t h e  f i r e .  
B u t ,  b u t ,  f o r  H e a v e n ' s  s a k e ,  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  
i t ' s  on t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  d o i n g  t h i s  
on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b .  So I a g r e e d  w i t h  
Ned t h a t  t h a t ' s  what  I would d o .  

Then Ned phoned and s a i d ,  "We're g o i n g  t o  
t r i a l  n e x t  Tuesday.  The c o u r t  convenes  a t  9 a . m . ,  
T y l e r ,  Texas .  I want you t o  come a n d  examine 
t h e  f o r e s t  and  l o o k  a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  t i m b e r  sa les  
s o  t h a t  you w i l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  t e s t i f y  t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  O r g a n i c  A c t . "  

I s a i d ,  "Well, now, Ned, I have  a s p e a k i n g  
engagement i n  P o r t l a n d ,  Oregon,  a t  noon on  Monday. 
There  is  no way I c a n  g e t  t h e r e . ' '  H e  s a y s ,  " W e l l ,  
c a n ' t  you g e t  t o  Texas  a f t e r  y o u r  s p e e c h  Monday 
and go  l o o k  a t  t h e  f o r e s t  and  b e  b r i g h t - e y e d  
and  b u s h y - t a i l e d  a t  9 o ' c l o c k  Tuesday morning?" 
And I s a i d ,  "Ned, n o ,  i t ' s  n o t  p o s s i b l e . "  
[ L a u g h t e r ]  I t h o u g h t  I w a s  o f f  t h e  hook.  

H e  s a i d ,  "The j u d g e  is v e r y  r e l u c t a n t  t o  
p o s t p o n e  t h e  h e a r i n g . ' '  I s a i d ,  "Well, t h a t ' s  
j u s t  t o o  b a d .  T h i s  is an engagement t h a t  I made 
s i x  months ago and I a m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  b r e a k  i t . "  
H e  s a y s ,  "Well, a l l  r i g h t . "  H e  c a l l e d  b a c k  a 
c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s  l a t e r  and s a i d ,  "The j u d g e  h a s  
p o s t p o n e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  u n t i l  Wednesday. Now w i l l  
you come?" I s a i d ,  "Oh, God. Well, a l l  r i g h t .  
I ' l l  come." 

I t o o k  a p l a n e  o u t  o f  P o r t l a n d  Monday 
a f t e r n o o n ,  g o t  t o  Dallas  a t  m i d n i g h t ,  and I w a s  
m e t  by t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  cha i rman  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n a l  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  commi t t ee .  Howard S a x i o n  w a s  h i s  
name. H e  t o o k  m e  t o  h i s  a p a r t m e n t  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  
and t h e  n e x t  morning  w e  d r o v e  some s e v e r a l  hundred  
m i l e s ,  and  s a w  t h i s  f o r e s t .  W e  p i c k e d  up a 
p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a t  H u n t s v i l l e ,  a l s o  
i n t e r e s t e d .  

So w e  went o u t  t o  t h i s  t i m b e r  s a l e ,  o n e  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ;  I g u e s s  w e  l o o k e d  a t  two o f  them. 
So I g o t  o u t  t h e  Monongahela d e c i s i o n .  The 
O r g a n i c  A c t  s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r e  may s e l l  o n l y  t h e  d e a d ,  m a t u r e d ,  and 
l a r g e  growth  t rees.  



S t e e n :  R i g h t .  

Robinson:  And t h e  t r e e s  t o  b e  s o l d  must b e  marked 
and d e s i g n a t e d ;  n o t  marked o r  d e s i g n a t e d .  
Marked and d e s i g n a t e d .  A n d t r e e s  t o  b e  s o l d  
must b e  c u t  and removed t o  p r e v e n t  h i g h  g r a d i n g ,  
of  c o u r s e .  I g o t  o u t  t h e  j u d g e ' s  d e c i s i o n  and 
r e a d  h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m a t u r e .  E s s e n t i a l l y  i t  
meant t rees  t h a t  h a v e  v i r t u a l l y  c e a s e d  i n  t h e i r  
h e i g h t  growth and a r e  s l o w i n g  down i n  t h e i r  
d i a m e t e r  g rowth .  

Wel l ,  w e  looked  a t  t h e s e  t rees .  A l l  of 
them were marked.  A l l  t h e y  were s e l l i n g  was 
p i n e .  Every p i n e  t r ee  had p a i n t  on i t .  And 
t h e y  were b r a n c h i n g  o u t ,  f l a t t e n i n g  o u t  a t  t h e  
t o p ,  which meant he igh t -g rowth  was v i r t u a l l y  
o v e r .  I b o r e d  them w i t h  my i n c r e m e n t  b o r e r  and 
found t h a t  t h e  growth r i n g s  were becoming q u i t e  
c l o s e  t o g e t h e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
j u d g e ' s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e y  were m a t u r e .  They v a r i e d  
i n  s ize .  T h e r e  were some t h a t  b i g  and some t h a t  
b i g ,  b u t  t h e y  were m a t u r e .  

So I s i m p l y  t o l d  them, " I f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e y  remove t h e  t i m b e r  t h a t ' s  t o  
b e  c u t ,  t h e y  a r e  i n  agreement  w i t h  t h e  O r g a n i c  
Ac t ,  and t h e r e  is  no--" 

S t e e n :  No c a s e .  

Robinson:  --no c a s e .  We g o t  back t o  T y l e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
a t  m i d n i g h t .  Up t h e  c r a c k  o f  dawn t h e  n e x t  day 
t o  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e ,  and t h e r e  a t  e i g h t - t h i r t y  I 
m e t  Ned F r i t z  f o r  t h e  f irst  t i m e .  [ L a u g h t e r ]  

.Hg s a y s ,  "What d i d  you f i n d ? "  I t o l d  him. Then 
he  s a i d ,  "We c a n ' t  u s e  you a s  a  w i t n e s s . "  I 
s a y s ,  "Yes, you c a n .  P u t  m e  on  t h e  w i t n e s s  
s t a n d  and a s k  m e  w h a t ' s  wrong w i t h  c l e a r c u t t i n g ? "  

H e  s a y s ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  a l l  r i g h t .  But I ' m  
n o t  t h e  a t t o r n e y .  I want t o  b e  a w i t n e s s ,  s o  I 
h i r e d  B i l l  Kugle t o  b e  t h e  a t t o r n e y  i n  t h i s  c a s e .  
I want you t o  meet B i l l .  Come on o v e r . ' '  So w e  
shook hands  w i t h  B i l l .  H e  s a i d ,  "But w e  d o n ' t  
have  t i m e  t o  t a l k  t o  you now. I have  t o  l i n e  
up t h e s e  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s . "  



Here t h e s e  g u y s  w e r e ,  p u t t i n g  t h e i r  
n a t i o n a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  c a s e  t o g e t h e r  a h a l f  h o u r  
b e f o r e  t h e  t r i a l  w a s  t o  b e g i n .  They do t h i n g s  
d i f f e r e n t  i n  T e x a s ,  I g u e s s .  [ L a u g h t e r ]  Anyhow, 
Ned s a y s ,  "Wel l ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  h e ' l l  remember." 
I s a i d ,  "Wel l ,  t h a t ' s . . .t h a t ' s  what I want you 
t o  do anyway." 

Lo and b e h o l d ,  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon,  I w a s  on t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a n d ,  and  B i l l  Kugle 
s a i d ,  "Now, M r .  Robinson,  t e l l  u s  j u s t  w h a t ' s  
wrong w i t h  c l e a r c u t t i n g ,  anyhow." I l e a n e d  back  
i n  t h e  c h a i r  a n d  I . . . t h i s  w a s  t h e  moment I ' d  
been  w a i t i n g  f o r  . . .Gosh. So I t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
j u d g e  and I s a y s ,  "Your Honor,  do  you mind i f  
I j u s t  h o l d  f o r t h  on  t h i s  s u b j e c t ? "  The j u d g e  
s a y s ,  "Go r i g h t  a h e a d . "  

I d i d n ' t  rea l ize  i t ,  b u t  i t  happened t h a t  
I p u l l e d  a coup ,  b e c a u s e  by g e t t i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  
t o  j u s t  o r a t e  o n  t h a t  s u b j e c t  f rom t h e  j u d g e ,  
I f o r e c l o s e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e s e  a t t o r n e y s  
t o  keep  popp ing  up  and o b j e c t i n g  on t h e  g r o u n d s  
t h a t  I w a s n ' t  a n s w e r i n g  any s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s .  

S t e e n :  But t h e  a t t o r n e y s  d i d n ' t  . o b j e c t  t o  t h e  b a s i c  
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  g o  ahead?  

Robinson:  No, no .  

S t e e n :  The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  a t t o r n e y  d i d n ' t  s a y ,  " I  
o b j e c t "  o n  some g r o u n d s ?  

Rob inson :  No. The j u d g e  j u s t  s a i d ,  "Go r i g h t  a h e a d . "  
T h e r e  were e i g h t  a t t o r n e y s  t h e r e ,  t o o ,  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e .  Two f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  Two 
f o r  t h e  Texas  s t a t e  f o r e s t  s e r v i c e .  Two f o r  
t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y .  And two r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
lumber  companies  t h a t  were i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  sa les  p r o p o s a l s .  W e l l ,  t h e y  were 
j u s t  l o o k i n g  a t  m e  l l k e  s n a k e s ,  [ l a u g h t e r ]  
while I w a s  o n  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a n d .  I t  w a s  funny .  

Then I t o l d  t h e  j u d g e ,  " I  would l i k e  t o  
g e t  a copy o f  t h e  M u l t i p l e  U s e  Law f rom my 
b r i e f c a s e .  Do you mind i f  I s t e p  down f o r  a 
minute?"  H e  s a i d ,  "Go r i g h t  a h e a d . "  So I went 
o v e r  t h e  t h i n g ,  and  I r e a d  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  



m u l t i p l e  u s e .  You know, t h a t ' s  ve ry  ambiguous. 
Apparen t ly ,  lawyers  f e e l  an o b l i g a t i o n  i n  s a y i n g  
something t o  p u t  i t  a l l  i n  one s e n t e n c e ,  and 
i t ' s  a  whole paragraph ,  which i s  one s e n t e n c e ,  
and i t ' s almost  un readab le .  

So I tu rned  t o  him and s a i d ,  "Now I g r a n t  
you t h a t  is l i k e  a  h o r s e  des igned  by a committee.  
But ,  I t h i n k  t h e  meaning becomes c l e a r  when we 
r ead  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d . "  

And then  I r e a d ,  "Sus ta ined  y i e l d  of t h e  
s e v e r a l  p roduc t s  and u s e s  means t h e  achievement 
and maintenance i n  p e r p e t u i t y  of a h igh l e v e l ,  
a n n u a l ,  o r  r e g u l a r  p e r i o d i c  o u t p u t  of  t h e  
v a r i o u s  renewable r e s o u r c e s  of  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t s  wi thout  impairment of t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  
of t h e  l a n d .  A l l  r i g h t ,  now I i n t e r p r e t  pro- 
d u c t i v i t y ,  i n  t h a t  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t o  r e f e r  t o  a l l  
o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e  u s e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  
of m u l t i p l e  u s e . "  Okay? A l l  r i g h t ,  and I 
proceeded t o  g i v e  him about  a f o r t y - f i v e  minute  
l e c t u r e  on t h a t .  

I won ' t  g i v e  you t h a t  l e c t u r e ,  b u t  b a s i c a l l y ,  
I s a i d ,  " C l e a r c u t t i n g  impa i r s  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  
of t h e  land  because it  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  f i r e  haza rd ,  
t h e r e ' s  l o t s  of i ncend ia r i sm i n  which young 
p l a n t a t i o n s  of p i n e  a r e  des t royed  i n  t h e  South ,  
and t h i s  is  one of t h e i r  major  problems.  I t  
i n c r e a s e s  t h e  amount of e r o s i o n  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  
e x p o n e n t i a l l y  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  
c l e a r c u t .  I t  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  l e a c h i n g  of n u t r i e n t s ,  
l i k e w i s e ,  e x p o n e n t i a l l y  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  s i z e  
of  t h e  openings .  T h i s  i s  demonstra ted through 
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  r e s e a r c h ,  and some r e s e a r c h  i n  
Japan ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y .  I t  l e a d s  t o  p l a n t a t i o n s  
o r  s t a n d s  of  t imber  t h e  same age and f r e q u e n t l y  
of t h e  same s p e c i e s  and ,  t h e r e b y ,  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  
haza rds  from i n s e c t s  and d i s e a s e ,  because most 
i n s e c t s  and d i s e a s e s  a t t a c k  t r e e s  o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p e c i e s  o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  age ."  

And I p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  epidemic 
w i t h  p i n e  b e e t l e s  i n  t h e  South is very l i k e l y  
t h e  r e s u l t  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  l a r g e  
a r e a s  of even-aged s t a n d s  o f  s o u t h e r n  p i n e .  



There  a r e  o t h e r  examples  t o  s u p p o r t  t h a t .  
I t  o v e r  s i m p l i f i e s  t h e  e c o l o g y  by r e d u c i n g  t h e  
number of  s p e c i e s  a n d ,  t h e r e b y ,  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  
s u b t l e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  s p e c i e s  upon which 
t h e  s e c u r i t y  of  t h e  ecosys tem is b a s e d .  

And I p o i n t e d  o u t  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
dogwood is a c a l c i u m  pump, which r e p l e n i s h e s  t h e  
c a l c i u m  s u p p l y  i n  t h e  t o p  l a y e r  of  s o i l  where 
t h e  r o o t s  o f  most t rees a r e .  Tha t  k i n d  o f  t h i n g .  
I t  d e s t r o y s  t h e  h a b i t a t  f o r  many s p e c i e s  o f  wi ld -  
l i f e ,  l i k e  h o l e - n e s t i n g  s p e c i e s  who have  an  
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  e c o l o g y .  And, f i n a l l y ,  
i t  d e s t r o y s  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  f o r  l o n g  
p e r i o d s  of  t i m e .  And, i n  a l l  t h e s e  r e s p e c t s ,  i n  
my o p i n i o n ,  i t  is c o n t r a r y  t o  and is  a v i o l a t i o n  
of t h e  M u l t i p l e  Use-Susta ined Y i e l d  Law. 

I had t o  l e a v e  a f t e r  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  I had a 
s p e a k i n g  engagement i n  Dallas. I s u p p o s e  Howard 
Sax ion  had s e t  up a m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  D a l l a s  
g r o u p ,  hop ing  t h a t  I would make f r i e n d s  w i t h  
them and t h e r e b y  c o u n t e r  b a l a n c e  t h e  a n i m o s i t y  
t h a t  deve loped  i n  Houston.  [ L a u g h t e r ]  I d o n ' t  
know, b u t  anyhow, t h a t ' s  what I had  t o  do t h a t  
n i g h t .  

Next morning,  I c a l l e d  Ned t o  s e e  what 
happened.  He s a y s ,  "Well ,  t h e  judge  had  a n o t h e r  
c a s e  he  had t o  t r y  t o d a y  s o  h e  h e l d  a n i g h t  
s e s s i o n .  But w e  a d j o u r n e d  a t  t e n  o ' c l o c k  l a s t  
n i g h t ,  and on ad journment ,  he  asked  m e  i n t o  h i s  
chambers and o r d e r e d  m e  t o  p r e p a r e  a s t a t e m e n t  
of  f i n d i n g s .  I ' m  d o i n g  i t  now; come on o v e r  
and h e l p .  " 

So we went o v e r  t o  h i s  house ,  and h e  handed 
m e  one  of t h o s e  y e l l o w  p a d s ,  and he  s a y s ,  "Here.  
Summarize what you s a i d  on t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a n d  
y e s t e r d a y . ' '  F o r  a moment, I g u e s s  I had s tage 
f r i g h t  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  s t a r t .  
F i n a l l y ,  h e  s a y s ,  "Well ,  c l e a r c u t t i n g  i m p a i r s  
t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  of  t h e  l a n d  b e c a u s e  . . . "  "Yeah, 
yeah ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t . "  And s o  I w r o t e  t h a t .  
[ L a u g h t e r ]  I summarized a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a s  I 
r e c i t e d  i t  h e r e  a moment ago .  



Then I had t o  l e a v e  t o  c a t c h  my p l a n e  t o  
come home. On t h e  way home, I had  some a f t e r -
t h o u g h t s .  I w a s n ' t  s u r e  t h a t  I had a c t u a l l y  
ment ioned one  o f  t h o s e  p o i n t s  from t h e  w i t n e s s  
s t a n d ,  and d i d n ' t  know what e f f e c t  t h a t  would 
have .  I t h o u g h t  w e  would have  t o  s e e  t h e  t r a n -  
s c r i p t  t o  make s u r e .  I had some a d d i t i o n a l  
t h o u g h t s .  H e  s a i d ,  "Oh, w e l l ,  i t ' s  a l l  done . "  
I s a i d ,  "What do you mean?" H e  s a y s ,  "Well, w e  
f i n i s h e d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of  f i n d i n g s  and t o o k  i t  
down t o  t h e  Greyhound l a s t  n i g h t  a t  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k ,  
my w i f e  and I d i d ,  and  w e  gave  i t  t o  t h e  d r i v e r  
and phoned t h e  j u d g e .  H e  went  down i n  T y l e r  a t  
t e n  o ' c l o c k  and p i c k e d  i t  u p ,  and now I have  t o  
l e a v e  b e c a u s e  h e ' s  r e n d e r i n g  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t h i s  
a f t e r n o o n .  H e ' s  c a l l i n g  c o u r t  t o  o r d e r ,  and I 
have  t o  b e  t h e r e . "  

W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  two h o u r s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t i m e .  
I t ' s  a two hour  d r i v e .  I knew what h e  mean t .  
"But h e ' s  u s i n g  y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  of f i n d i n g s  
v e r b a t i m .  Tha t  i s ,  I t h i n k  h e  i s .  I gave  i t  
t o  him v e r b a t i m . "  

S t e e n :  The image o f  u s i n g  Greyhound f o r  a  c o u r i e r  
f o r  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  document b o g g l e s  t h e  mind! 

* 
Robinson:  [ L a u g h t e r ]  Yeah, I know. The whole .  

t h i n g ,  i t ' s  c r a z y !  I t ' s  a l m o s t  l i k e  a Mack 
S e n n e t t  comedy. But anyhow, t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  
what t h e  judge  d i d .  H e  gave  them a temporary  
i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  c l e a r c u t t i n g  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  T e x a s ,  on t h e  g rounds  
t h a t  i t  v i o l a t e d  t h e  M u l t i p l e  Use-Sus ta ined  
Y i e l d  Law. H e  u s e d  my s t a t e m e n t ;  t h e r e  w a s  a 
l o t  o f  o t h e r  s t u f f  i n  i t ,  b u t  h e  d i d  u s e  t h a t .  

T h a t ,  t o  me, w a s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t ' s  c r i t i c a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e  i n  t r y i n g  t o  
s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  I u n d e r s t a n d  
t h a t  t h i s  t h r e w  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i n t o  p - a n i c ,  
t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  p a c i n g  t h e  h a l l s  i n  t h e  
S o u t h  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  But I n e v e r  
h e a r d  much a b o u t  it r e a l l y .  

S t e e n :  What ' s  happened s i n c e  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n ?  W h a t ' s  
t h e  s t a t u s . .  . ?  

I 



Robinson:  Wel l ,  a l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  t r i a l  t o o k  p l a c e  on 
December 6 ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  Texas .  That  h e a r i n g  
w a s  j u s t  f o r  t h e .  i n j u n c t i o n .  But  t h e  f o r m a l  
t r i a l  l a s t e d  t h r e e  weeks b e g i n n i n g  t h e  s i x t h  
of  December o f  l a s t  y e a r .  And w e  g o t  t h e  
d e c i s i o n ,  I g u e s s ,  a b o u t  t h r e e  months ago .  

I t ' s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same as  we had b e f o r e .  
The judge  g r a n t e d  a permanent  i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
c l e a r c u t t i n g  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  of  Texas .  H e  c i t e d  a l l  o f  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s ;  
i n  f a c t ,  h e  e l a b o r a t e d  on them c o n s i d e r a b l y  from 
t h e  way t h e y  a p p e a r e d  i n  h i s  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  I 
h e l p e d  w r i t e .  I ' m  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  judged worked 
f o r  t h r e e  months on t h a t .  H e  s p e n t  e v e r y  weekend 
on it f o r  t h r e e  months and w r o t e  e v e r y  word o f  
i t  h i m s e l f .  He e l a b o r a t e d  on t h o s e  p o i n t s  from 
material t h a t  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  t r i a l .  

F o r  t h e  t r i a l  w e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
who c o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t s ,  as  much 
as  w e  were a b l e  t o  f i n d .  We d i d n ' t  have  much 
money t o  work w i t h ,  s o  w e  c o u l d n ' t  do i t  a l l .  
So what w e  c o u l d n ' t  do w a s  s u p p o r t e d  by F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  documents ,  which I i n t r o d u c e d .  

Wel l ,  t h e  judge  s a i d  t h a t  h e  was n o t ,  a f t e r  
r e c i t i n g  a l l  t h e s e  ways i n  which c l e a r c u t t i n g  
i m p a i r s  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  h e  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  w a s  n o t  a d d r e s s i n g  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  were  v i o l a t i n g  
t h e  M u l t i p l e  Use-Sus ta ined  Y i e l d  Law a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  I n  view of  t h e  impending r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
which t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r e p a r e  
u n d e r  t h e  F o r e s t  Management A c t  and t h e s e  are 
d u e ,  I t h i n k ,  Oc tober  1 ,  1978 .  However, h e  d i d  
f i n d  t h a t  t h e i r  impact s t a t e m e n t  w a s  i n a d e q u a t e .  
( I ' v e  g o t  a s t o r y  a b o u t  t h a t ,  t o o .  Wel l ,  I ' l l  
s t i c k  w i t h  what I ' m  s a y i n g  h e r e . )  

F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  h e  i s  i s s u i n g  t h i s  
permanent  i n j u n c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e y  come f o r t h  w i t h  
an  impac t  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  h i s  
c o u r t  and t h e  Env i ronmenta l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency. 
I r e a d  t h a t  t o  mean t h a t  t h e  impac t  s t a t e m e n t  
w i l l  have  t o  d e a l  a d e q u a t e l y  w i t h  t h o s e  p o i n t s .  
I f  t h e y  do t h a t ,  and  c o n t i n u e  t o  c l e a r c u t ,  w e  



w i l l  t h e n  have  a document,  which can  b e  u s e d  a s  
e v i d e n c e  i n  c o u r t  t o  f o r c e  them t o  p r a c t i c e  
m u l t i p l e  u s e  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  M u l t i p l e  U s e -
S u s t a i n e d  Y i e l d  Law. 

S t e e n :  T h i s  whole  c a s e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  
p u b l i c i t y .  

Robinson:  I know. 

S t e e n :  P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  d e c i s i o n .  The o n l y  i t e m  
I ' v e  s e e n  i n  p r i n t  is i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  
P r o d u c t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  N e w s l e t t e r .  

R o b i n s o n :  I have  n o t  s e e n  t h a t .  

S t e e n :  I t ' s  j u s t  a b r i e f  p a r a g r a p h  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  
d e c i s i o n .  I t  s a y s  what you s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impact  s t a t e m e n t  was i n a d e q u a t e  
under  t h e  Env i ronmenta l  P o l i c y  A c t .  And t h a t  
t h e  impact  s t a t e m e n t s  have  t o  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  
t h e  judge  f o r  a p p r o v a l  f o r  c l e a r c u t t i n g  i n  Texas .  

Robinson:  Yes, y e s .  And i t  h a s  t o  b e  a  p r o g r a m a t i c  
impact  s t a t e m e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  i t  h a s  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  t h e  whole  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  c l e a r c u t t i n g  
i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p i n e  f o r e s t  and n o t  j u s t  w i t h  
a few t i m b e r  s a l e s  o r  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  manage- 
ment p l a n .  

S t e e n :  You had a s t o r y  a b o u t  t h e  impact  s t a t e m e n t .  

Robinson:  While  I w a s  on t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a n d ,  M r .  
Ulmer, t h e  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e ,  and a  v e r y  
n a s t y  p e r s o n ,  [ l a u g h s ]  p i c k e d  up a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
impact  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  Conroe U n i t .  H e  s a i d ,  
" M r .  Robinson,  have you s e e n  t h i s  document?" 
I s a i d ,  "No, s i r ." H e  s a i d ,  "Th i s  is t h e  f i n a l  
impact  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  Conroe U n i t  o f  t h e  Sam 
Houston N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  and you have  n o t  s e e n  
t h i s  document?" "No, s i r . " 

"Well ,  why h a v e n ' t  you s e e n  t h a t  document? 
T h i s  i s  b a s i c  t o  t h i s  c a s e ! "  I s a i d ,  "Well ,  I 
suppose  t h a t  nobody p u t  t h a t  i n  my hands  d u r i n g  
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was awake and working i n  p r e -  
p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  t r i a l .  I d o n ' t  know what e lse  
I c a n  t e l l  you.  " 



He s a i d ,  "Do you mean t o  t e l l  me t h a t  you 
have come h e r e  as an e x p e r t  w i t n e s s  i n  t h i s  t r i a l ,  
which has  t i e d  up t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  of Texas,  and t h r e a t e n s  t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y  
throughout  t h e  e n t i r e  United S t a t e s ,  and has  c o s t  
any amount of money t o  b r i n g  i n  w i t n e s s e s  from 
a l l  ove r  t h e  coun t ry ,  and you have no t  even r e a d  
t h i s  e s s e n t i a l  document?!" "That i s  c o r r e c t . "  

The judge s a i d ,  " J u s t  a  minute ,  M r .  U l m e r .  
M r .  Robinson, do you i n t e n d  t o  be  here--do you 
p l a n  t o  be h e r e  throughout  t h e  cou r se  of t h i s  
t r i a l ? "  I s a i d ,  "Yes, I do . "  H e  s a i d ,  "Do you 
mind s t u d y i n g  t h i s  document, and then  sometime 
d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  t r i a l  g i v i n g  m e  your 
op in ion?"  I s a i d ,  " I ' d  be  g l a d  t o  do t h a t .  
Thank you very much, your honor .11 [Laughs] 

So I w a s  provided w i t h  a  copy of t h e  t h i n g ,  
and l a t e r  i n  t h e  t r i a l  I p r e s e n t e d  my f i n d i n g s ,  
t h a t  t hey  were e s s e n t i a l l y - - a s  I j u s t  t o l d  you-- 
t h a t  they  never  cons ide red  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
any th ing  b u t  c l e a r c u t t i n g  and even-age management. 

S t e e n :  For  such a p o t e n t i a l l y  fa r - reach ing .  d e c i s i o n ,  
t h e r e  was l i t t l e  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n .  

Robinson: Y e s ,  I puzz led  about t h a t .  I can t e l l  you 
a few t h i n g s  about  t h e  p o l i t i c s  of  t h e  judge i n  
t h i s ,  i f  you t h i n k  t h a t  would be  of i n t e r e s t .  

S t e e n :  By a l l  means. 

Robinson: Th i s  judge,  Will iam Wayne J u s t i c e ,  i s  a 
l i b e r a l  democrat from t h e  South.  He ' s  been 
go ing  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  Democratic convent ions  
f o r  a number of y e a r s .  H e  was appoin ted  by 
Johnson t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  I presume t o  pay 
o f f  a  p o l i t i c a l  deb t  f o r  h i s  s u p p o r t .  H e ' s  a 
l e a d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e ,  o r  has  been i n  t h a t  
community; of cou r se  h e ' s  withdrawn from t h a t  
now a s  a f e d e r a l  judge.  

He proceeded t o  hand down some d e c i s i o n s  
t h a t  a r e  very  f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  Blacks  under  t h e  
C i v i l  R igh t s  A c t .  He became t h e  he ro  of  t h e  
m i n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  South .  But he  a l s o  became 
t h e  enemy of t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  peop le  i n  t h e  South,  



and t h e y ' v e  been t h r e a t e n i n g  h i s  l i f e  and a l l  
t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g .  I guess  a good d e a l  of t h a t  
s o r t  of t h i n k i n g  emanates from some of t h e  o l d  
timers who l i v e  o u t  i n  t h e  woods. 

Now those  same people  were b i t t e r l y  d i s t u r b e d  
by t h e  c l e a r c u t t i n g ,  because t h i s  d e s t r o y s  much 
of t h e  h a b i t a t  t h a t  t hey  r e q u i r e .  See,  t h e y ' r e  
l i v i n g  p r e t t y  much t h e  way t h e  Ind ians  d i d  b e f o r e  
t h e  wh i t e s  came. They ' r e  hunt ing  deer  and possums 
and s q u i r r e l s  and a l l  t h a t  k ind  of t h i n g .  The 
game popu la t ion  is  way down a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e i r  
c l e a r c u t t i n g ,  you s e e .  And i t  d i s t u r b s  them 
m i g h t i l y ;  a l s o  they d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  appearance of 
i t .  So Ned F r i t z  brought i n  s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  
people  a s  wi tnesses  t o  t e s t i f y  t o  w h a t ' s  happen- 
i n g  l o c a l l y .  

Let me g i v e  you an example of t h e  s o r t  of  
t h i n g  t h a t  happened. M r .  U l m e r  was one of t h e s e  
f i f ty- thousand-a-year  a t t o r n e y s  f o r  some b i g  law 
f i r m  i n  Houston r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y .  
H e ' s  a very nas ty  man, bu t  very smooth. A t  one 
p o i n t ,  one of t h e s e  o l d  gentlemen was on t h e  
w i t n e s s  s t a n d ,  and he s a y s ,  "Your Honor, I  o b j e c t  
t o  t h a t  man t e s t i f y i n g  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of s i l v i -
c u l t u r e !  That man d o e s n ' t  even have a  grammar 
school  educa t ion!  He is no t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  d i s c u s s  
s i l v i c u l t u r e  and m a t t e r s  of t h a t  kind!"  

The judge s a y s ,  " M r .  Ulmer, I must remind 
you once a g a i n ,  t h i s  is not  a ju ry  t r i a l .  I 
w i l l  dec ide  what evidence is  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  
c a s e .  Your o b j e c t i o n  is o v e r r u l e d .  I ' d  
a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  you would not  h a r a s s  t h e  
wi tness .  You may proceed.  " 

So t h e  o l d  guy proceeds ,  and he s a y s ,  
"Af te r  they c l e a r c u t ,  then  t h e  brush comes up 
s o  t h i c k  an a rmad i l lo  c a n ' t  g e t  through i t . "  
Everybody laughs ,  you know. But you s e e  whi le  
t h e  judge is f a i r  and h e ' s  open-minded and 
concerned about t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  a l s o  i n  h i s  mind 
is t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  i n g r a t i a t e  himself  t o  
t h e s e  peop le ,  who a r e  d i s t u r b e d  because of h i s  
C i v i l  Rights  d e c i s i o n s ,  you s e e .  



S t e e n :  I n t e r e s t i n g  commentary on t h e  l aw,  t h e  way 
t h i n g s  work o u t .  

Robinson:  Y e s .  But h e ' s  a g e n u i n e  man, and h e ' s  n o t  
d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  h e  d o e s n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n ,  I ' m  s u r e .  
But h e ' s  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
p u t  i t  a l l  t o g e t h e r .  

( I n t e r v i e w  d a t e :  3 October  1978)  

S t e e n :  The U.S. C i r c u i t  Cour t  o f  A p p e a l s ,  on May 
8 ,  1978 ,  o v e r t u r n e d  t h e  U.S. D i s t r i c t  Cour t  ban 
on c l e a r c u t t i n g  i n  T e x a s ,  s a y i n g  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e ,  W i l l i a m  
Wayne J u s t i c e ,  had  i m p r o p e r l y  i n t e r v e n e d  i n  a 
matter governed  by C o n g r e s s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
F o r e s t  Management A c t  i n  imposing t h e  ban .  

A s  you s a i d  b e f o r e  t h e  r e c o r d e r  w a s  t u r n e d  
o n ,  t h i s  h a s  now been a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  Supreme 
C o u r t .  B u t ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  t h i s  
morning,  i f  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  r e f u s e s  t o  h e a r  i t  
o r  upho lds  t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  j u d g e ,  how do you 
judge  t h e  s u c c e s s  of t h a t  l a w s u i t ? *  

I n  t h e  e a r l i e r  i n t e r v i e w s  you were i n  good 
s p i r i t s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  l o o k e d  as though a t  l e a s t  
you had won a temporary  v i c t o r y  o v e r  what had 
happened.  When you f i g h t  t h e s e  k i n d s  of  b a t t l e s ,  
b u t  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n - - t e c h n i c a l l y  a t  l e a s t - - l o s e ,  
is  t h e  b a t t l e  wor th  waging i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ?  
And how do you a l l o c a t e  your  ene rgy  i n  t h e  k i n d s  
o f  t h i n g s  you want t o  do? 

Robinson:  I g u e s s  I judge  my own energy  by r e f l e c t i n g  
b a c k  on t h e  myth o f  S i s y p h u s ,  where you g e t  your  
j o l l i e s  in '  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  a c h i e v e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
i n  v i c t o r i e s .  There  -a r e  no f i n a l  v i c t o r i e s .  
What I do  is t r y  t o  s e e  what I might  do n e x t  and 
see i f  t h e r e ' s  a n y t h i n g  I d i d  wrong t h a t  I might  
p r o f i t  b y ,  and g o  back t o  r o l l i n g  t h e  s t o n e  up 
Mount Olympus, I g u e s s .  

*Note:  The Supreme Cour t  r e f u s e d  t o  r e v i e w  
the a p p e a l s  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n .  



S t e e n :  Some o f  your  comments a b o u t  J u d g e  J u s t i c e  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  y o u ' r e  n o t  s u r p r i s e d  
t h a t  i t  w a s  o v e r t u r n e d .  I t  seemed l i k e  h e  w a s  
s o r t  o f  p o l i t i c a l l y - -

Robinson:  Yes ,  I -w a s  s u r p r i s e d !  I d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h a t  would b e  o v e r t u r n e d .  

S t e e n :  Was t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Robinson:  Y e s .  I knew t h e  judge  d i d  h i s  b e s t  t o  
w r i t e  h i s  d e c i s i o n  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  i t  would 
n o t  b e  o v e r t u r n e d .  

S t e e n :  T h e r e  w a s  someth ing  y o u ' d  s a i d  e a r l i e r  a b o u t  
some o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  m o t i v a t i o n s .  H e  was 
t r y i n g  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  backwoods p e o p l e  o f  
T e x a s .  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s .  

S t e e n :  T h i s  e l ement  t o  t h e  man--that I wondered i f  
i t  might  n o t  have  been  p a r t  o f  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  
h i s  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  h e  was-- 

Robinson:  No--
1 

S t e e n :  - - w i l l i n g  t o  s t r e t c h  t h e  l e g a l  p r o c e d u r e  
b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  own p e r s o n a l  g o a l .  

Robinson:  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t h i n k  
t h e  d o w n f a l l  w a s  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  Ned F r i t z ,  who 
f a i l e d  t o  b r i n g  i n  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  
p o s i t i o n .  H e  wanted t o  p l a y  t o  what h e  p e r c e i v e d  
would b e  s y m p a t h i e s  o f  t h e  j u d g e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  
a p p e a l  t o  h i s  r e a s o n  w i t h  good w i t n e s s e s .  

H e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  s a v e  money. That  w a s  t h e  
main t h i n g  t h e r e .  The Texas Committee on 
N a t u r a l  Resources  d o e s n ' t  have  much money. I t  
w a s  a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  do t o  pay my e x p e n s e s  t o  go 
o u t  t h e r e .  And t h e y  p a i d  m e  no f e e ,  o f  c o u r s e .  
They d i d n ' t  pay  anybody any f e e s  f o r  b e i n g  
w i t n e s s e s .  

S t e e n :  We're r e a d i n g  t h i s  v e r y  b r i e f  summary o u t  o f  
c o n t e x t ,  b u t  some of t h e  l a n g u a g e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
maybe t h e  o v e r t u r n e d  d e c i s i o n  r e a l l y  w a s  n o t  a 



l o s s  f o r  you a t  a l l .  The r u l i n g  added ,  "We 
would emphasize  t h a t  o u r  d e c i s i o n  t o d a y  is  
n o t  a w h o l e s a l e  l i c e n s e  t o  c l e a r c u t  i n  Texas 
f o r e s t s .  R a t h e r ,  c l e a r c u t t i n g  must b e  u s e d  
o n l y  where  i t  is  e s s e n t i a l  t o  accompl i sh  rele-
v a n t  f o r e s t  o b j e c t i v e s . "  

I would assume t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
would b e  h a r d  p r e s s e d  i n  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s  t o  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h r o u g h  i ts  EIR p r o c e s s ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r  i t  u s e s  i n  T e x a s ,  under  t h e  watchdogging 
o f  your  c o l l e a g u e s  t h e r e .  

Robinson:  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i n  t h e i r  
minds t h e y ' v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  c l e a r c u t t i n g  is  
t h e  way t o  go i n  a l l  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  t y p e s  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a b o u t  5 p e r c e n t ,  which 
t h e y  set  a s i d e  f o r  what t h e y  c a l l  m u l t i p l e  u s e  
purposes - - fo r  r e c r e a t i o n  o r  f o r  v i s u a l  q u a l i t i e s  
a round  a l o t  of  h ighways ,  campgrounds,  and 
r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s .  They i n t e n d  t o  j u s t  make 
t ree  farms o u t  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s ,  p e r i o d .  

S t e e n :  The F o r e s t  Management A c t  r e f e r s  t o  clear-
c u t t i n g ,  which can  b e  u s e d  when i t ' s  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s i l v i c u l t u r a l  t o o l .  I g u e s s  t h a t ' s  
c e r t a i n l y  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h i s - - . 

Robinson:  Oh, y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Wel l ,  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h e y  u n d e r s t o o d .  

R e c e n t l y  t h e  S i e r r a  Club i n t e r v e n e d  i n  a 
l a w s u i t  i n  Arkansas ,  i n  which t h e  Newton County 
W i l d l i f e  A s s o c i a t i o n  is  s u i n g  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
t o  s t o p  them from u s i n g  h e r b i c i d e s .  I g o t  t h e  
Newton County W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  t o  amend t h e i r  
c o m p l a i n t  t o  get a t  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  is u s i n g  h e r b i c i d e s .  I w a s  a f r a i d  t h a t  
if w e  won on t h a t  and m e r e l y  g o t  them t o  s t o p  
u s i n g  24D and 245T) t h e n  t h e y ' d  u s e  someth ing  
e l se .  

The problem t h a t  w e  s e e  i s  t h e i r  d e t e r -  
m i n a t i o n  t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  ecosys tem and grow o n l y  
t h a t  which seems t o  have  t h e  h i g h e s t  commercial  
v a l u e  and t o  i g n o r e  t h e  o t h e r  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  
f o r e s t .  



S t e e n :  These  a r e  h e r b i c i d e s  t o  c o n t r o l  b r u s h  a f t e r  
c l e a r c u t t i n g - - o r  i s  t h i s  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  hardwoods? 

Robinson:  I t ' s  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  hardwoods i n  f a v o r  o f  
p i n e .  

S t e e n :  These  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  immature f o r e s t s  t h a t  
t h e y  ' r e  s p r a y i n g ?  

Robinson:  R e l a t i v e l y ,  y e s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  i n  
t h e  Ozarks  t h e r e  is  any v i r g i n  t i m b e r ,  b u t  a 
l o t  o f  i t ' s  f i f t y ,  e i g h t y ,  a hundred y e a r s  o l d ,  
b u t  i t ' s  a l m o s t  a l l  hardwood. But t h e r e ' r e  
w a l n u t  t r e e s - - t h a t  b i g  a r o u n d .  

S t e e n :  T h a t ' s  t h e  same argument--or same o b s e r v a t i o n  
you made i n  Texas .  You d e s c r i b e d  oak two f e e t  
t h r o u g h  t h a t  t h e y  were g i r d l i n g - - j u s t  t o  g e t  r i d  
o f  i t .  

Robinson:  R i g h t .  Because  t h e y  wanted  t o  grow p i n e .  
What I ' m  p o i n t i n g  o u t  h e r e  is  i f  w e  l o s e  t h e  
Texas l a w s u i t  w e ' l l  t r y  somewhere e l s e - - i n  
a n o t h e r  way. I n  f a c t ,  w e  a r e  a l r e a d y  d o i n g  t h a t  
i n  t h i s  Arkansas  s u i t .  

We ' re  g o i n g  t o  go on f i g h t i n g  u n t i l  t h e y  
employ t h e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  comes o u t  o f  t h e  
exper iment  s t a t i o n s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  T h a t ' s  
a l l  t h e r e  is  t o  i t .  

S t e e n :  I f  e i t h e r  s i d e  views i t  a s  a v i c t o r y  and a 
v a l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s - - I  suppose  t h a t ' s  
a d a n g e r .  The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  is  
c h a s t i z e d ,  and is  more c a r e f u l .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
a n y t h i n g  b u t  good can  come o f  t h i s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  do t h e i r  homework. 

Even assuming t h a t  t h e i r  s i l v i c u l t u r a l  
p r o c e d u r e s  were t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  o n e s ;  I know you 
d o n ' t  a g r e e .  But i f  t h e y  were a p p r o p r i a t e ,  t h e y  
d i d n ' t  do a  v e r y  good j o b  o f  e x p l a i n i n g  t o  anyone 
what t h e y  were d o i n g .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  
have  gone t h r o u g h  a l l  t h i s .  

Robinson:  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  n o t  r i g h t !  I t h i n k  t h e  
admoni t ion  o f  t h e  judge  i n  t h i s  c a s e  and  t h e  



l anguage  of  t h e  F o r e s t  Management Act a r e  t o o  
b r o a d  t o  have  any impac t .  

Have you s e e n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  were 
p roposed  by t h e  commit tee  of  s c i e n t i s t s  under  
t h e  F o r e s t  Management Act? 

S t e e n :  No, I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  t h a t .  

Robinson:  I have s t u d i e d  them, and I ' v e  been c a l l e d  
upon t o  comment. But I can  t e l l  you i n  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h i s  t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a s  now p r o p o s e d ,  
would i f  e n a c t e d  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  removal  o f  a l l  t h e  
r e m a i n i n g  saw-t imber  s ize  t i m b e r  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t s  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f i f t e e n  t o  twen ty  y e a r s .  
T h i s  F o r e s t  Management A c t  is i n e f f e c t i v e  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  t w i s t e d  i t  i n t o  l i c e n s e  t o  j u s t  s i m p l y  r i p  
o f f  t h e  f o r e s t s .  



SIERRA CLUB ASSIGNMENTS 

Haro ld  S t e e n :  One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you s a i d  t h a t  
you wanted t o  t a l k  a b o u t  was t h e  Monongahela s u i t ,  
t h e  Randolph and Humphrey b i l l s ,  and t h e  F o r e s t  
Management A c t  o f  1976. 

or don Robinson:  Oh, y e s .  

S t e e n :  I d o n ' t  know what y o u r  r o l e  was i n  t h e  
Monongahela s u i t .  I assume t h a t  you t e s t i f i e d  
i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  Randolph b i l l .  

Robinson:  I h e l p e d  d r a f t  t h e  Randolph b i l l ,  and I was 
t h e  a d v i s e r  t o  Helen Needham, who was t h e  a t t o r n e y  
i n  t h e  Monongahela c a s e .  

S t e e n :  L e t ' s  go back  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I ' v e  h e a r d  v a r i o u s  
a c c o u n t s  a b o u t  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b ' s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
Monongahela s u i t ,  and t h e i r  f e a r  t h a t  i t  would 
b e  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a n  o v e r k i l l  and t h e n  l o s e  
e v e r y t h i n g .  They d i d n ' t  want i t  t o  b e  a ban on 
c l e a r c u t t i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - - t h e y  wanted  
t o  h o l d  i t  t o g e t h e r  w h i l e  t h e y  g o t  t h e i r  f o r c e s  
g o i n g ,  b e c a u s e  what p o t e n t i a l l y  was growing o u t  
o f  t h a t  s u i t  was t o o  d r a s t i c .  

What was t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b ' s  o f f i c i a l  r o l e  i n  
t h a t  l a w s u i t ?  Do you know? I t  was a c t u a l l y  
I z a a k  Walton ~ e a ~ u e  B u t z .v e r s u s  But where -was  
t h e  Club i n  t h a t ?  

Robinson:  P l a i n t i f f s  i n  t h a t  s u i t  were t h e  I z a a k  
Walton League,  t h e  S i e r r a  C lub ,  N a t u r a l  Resources  
Defense  C o u n c i l ,  West V i r g i n i a  High lands  Con- 
s e r v a n c y ,  and F o r r e s t  Arment rou t .  

A c t u a l l y ,  t h a t  s u i t  grew o u t  o f  an e f f o r t  
on t h e  p a r t  of J i m  Moorman, who was e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  Club Lega l  D e f e n s e ,  t o  
t r y  t o  s t o p  c l e a r c u t t i n g  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  



And h e  a s k e d  -m e  what t h o u g h t s  I had on how 
w e  c o u l d  do t h a t .  When h e  w a s  f i r s t  a p p o i n t e d  
and t h e y  s e t  up t h e  S i e r r a  Club Lega l  D e f e n s e ,  
h e  and I had some l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  on what w e  
might  do .  

I t h i n k  h e  w a s  a l r e a d y  aware o f  t h i s  t h i n g  
and h e  wanted t o  know i f  I t h o u g h t  a t t a c k i n g  them 
on g rounds  t h a t  c l e a r c u t t i n g  v i o l a t e d  t h e  Organ ic  
Act o f  1897 would make a  good s u i t .  I t h o u g h t  i t  
would and I p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  him t h a t  I had 
s u g g e s t e d  t h i s  t o  S k i p  Matthews i n  Alaska  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s u i t  on t h e  Tongass N a t i o n a l  
F o r e s t ,  and h e ' d  amended t h e  c o m p l a i n t  t o  i n c l u d e  
i t .  But t h e  judge  r u l e d  i t  o u t  up t h e r e .  You 
know, t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  h a s  been a f r a i d  someone 
would s u e  on t h e s e  g rounds  as l o n g  as I c a n  
remember. 

I t h o u g h t  t h a t  would b e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
t h i n g  t o  d o .  So h e  g o t  a young a t to rney- -one  
o f  t h e  R o c k e f e l l e r s .  I d o n ' t  know h i s  name, b u t  
he ' s  i n  h i s  t h i r t i e s ,  and is an a t t o r n e y  i n  
Washington,  and is  v e r y  s t r o n g  on c o n s e r v a t i o n .  
H e ' s  a f r i e n d  o f  J i m  Moorman. I g u e s s  t h e y  knew 
e a c h  o t h e r  i n  l a w  s c h o o l ,  o r  someth ing .  

So J i m  g o t  him t o  do r e s e a r c h  on t h e  law,  
and h e  came f o r t h  w i t h  a t r emendous ,  wonder fu l  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s t u f f ,  l o o k i n g  i n t o  e v e r y  c o u r t  
case t h a t  had a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h i s  s i n c e  
t h i s  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  w a s  s e t  u p ,  and t h e  l e g i s -  
l a t i v e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  O r g a n i c  Act- - the  whole 
t h i n g .  There  is marve lous  s t u f f  i n  i t .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h a t  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c o u r t  o r  n o t ,  
b u t  I g u e s s  it w a s .  

Then h e  looked  a round  t o  s e e  where we c o u l d  
f i n d  a s u i t .  H e  wanted t o  have  t h i s  s u i t  i n  a 
p l a c e  where t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  w a s  of  minimal  
Impor tance  and where t h e  c l e a r c u t t i n g  w a s  
r e l a t i v e l y  innocuous ,  i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  make any 
b i g g e r  waves t h a n  n e c e s s a r y  b u t  w h i l e  winn ing  
a  major  p o i n t .  

I d o n ' t  know how h e  g o t  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  
case i n  West V i r g i n i a ,  b u t  you know t h e  p e o p l e  
t h e r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  had been compla in ing  



t o  Congress  and t o  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  and every-  
t h i n g ,  t h r o u g h  S e n a t o r  J e n n i n g s  Randolph,  a b o u t  
t h e i r  c u t t i n g  on t h e  Monongahela. 

S t e e n :  I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  Gordon, t h a t  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  American F o r e s t r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
i n  1975 i n  Washington,  D .C . ,  Huber t  Humphrey 
w a s  t h e  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r .  H e  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  
s tumping f o r  h i s  own b i l l ,  b u t  h e  gave  a l i t t l e  
h i s t o r y  on t h e  Monongahela s u i t - - a n d  s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  I z a a k  Walton 
League w a s  a member o f  a c o u n t r y  c l u b ,  where  
h e  was p l a y i n g  g o l f .  I t ' s  i n  t h e  Monongahela 
N a t i o n a l  Fores t - -and  t h e r e  w a s  a ma jo r  c l e a r c u t  
i n  p r o g r e s s - - v i s i b l e - - f r o m  t h e  g o l f  c o u r s e .  H e  
s a i d  t h a t  was t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  s u i t .  

T h i s  commentary o f  y o u r s  a d d s  a whole 
d i f f e r e n t  d imension t o  i t .  I d o n ' t  know how much 
Humphrey knew--if he  w a s  j u s t  p l a y i n g  t o  t h e  
a u d i e n c e ,  o r  what--but t h a t  was h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n .  
How f o o l i s h  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  was ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
t o  c l e a r c u t  n e x t  t o  a c o u n t r y  c l u b ,  where t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  I z a a k  Walton League r o u t i n e l y  
p l a y e d  g o l f .  

Robinson:  I t h i n k  t h a t  M r .  Humphrey was j u s t  a 
weather-vane  p o l i t i c i a n .  I have  v e r y  l i t t l e  
r e s p e c t  f o r  him. I d o n ' t  s h a r e  t h e  a d m i r a t i o n  
t h a t  s o  many p e o p l e  h a v e .  I t h i n k  S e n a t o r  
Humphrey d i d  a good th ing- -a  v e r y  good th ing- -  
i n  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  b i l l ,  e a r l y  
i n  h i s  c a r e e r .  But I t h i n k  from t h e r e  o n ,  
h e  c o a s t e d  and was s i m p l y  a  w e a t h e r  vane .  I 
d o n ' t  p l a c e  much c r e d e n c e  on what  h e  h a s  t o  
s a y  abou t  a n y t h i n g .  

S t e e n :  Were you i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s u i t  i n  any way? 
Did you t e s t i f y ?  

Robinson:  No. I w r o t e  a f f i d a v i t s - - a  c o u p l e  o f  them--
f o r  t h e  c o u r t  o r  f o r  t h e  a t t o r n e y s  who p r e s e n t e d  
i t  t o  t h e  c o u r t .  I g u e s s  t h a t ' s  b e i n g  a w i t n e s s ,  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  t e c h n i c a l l y ,  what b e i n g  a w i t n e s s  
i s .  I asked  an  a t t o r n e y  once  i f  one  is a  w i t n e s s  
if he  s u b m i t s  an  a f f i d a v i t  even though t h e r e  is 
no a c t u a l  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  c o u r t .  



S t e e n :  Did you a c t u a l l y  go t h e r e ,  o r  d i d  you w r i t e  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  a b o u t  c l e a r c u t t i n g  i n  hardwood 
t y p e s ?  

Robinson:  I t  was b o t h .  I went t h e r e  and looked  a t  
t h e  f o r e s t  t o  see what t h e y  were d o i n g .  

S t e e n :  Was t h e r e  a s p e c i f i c  u n i t  t h a t  t h i s  s u i t  was 
a b o u t  o r  was it--

Robinson:  Y e s .  

S t e e n :  - - j u s t  i n  t h e  Monongahela N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  
i n  g e n e r a l ?  

Robinson:  No, i t  was t o  c h a l l e n g e ,  I t h i n k ,  t h r e e  
s m a l l  t i m b e r  s a l e s ,  o r  t h r e e  t i m b e r  s a l e s  i n  t h e  
a rea - - I  t h i n k  t h e y  amounted t o  a b o u t  2 m i l l i o n  
b o a r d  f e e t .  I t h i n k  t h e  l a r g e s t  one  was 2 . 3  
m i l l i o n .  T h e y ' r e  n o t  v e r y  b i g  s a l e s .  The c l e a r -  
c u t s  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  n o t  v e r y  l a r g e .  I t  seems t o  
m e  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  one  was f i f t e e n  o r  twen ty  
a c r e s .  

S t e e n :  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Robinson:  Yes,  t h e y  were j u s t  l i t t l e  t h i n g s .  

S t e e n :  I n  t h e  m i n d ' s  e y e  a r e  v i s i o n s  o f  what went on  
i n  Montana and is  g o i n g  on i n  West V i r g i n i a .  

Robinson:  Oh, no ,  i t  was n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  s o r t .  However, 
f o l l o w i n g  t h a t ,  you have  a t a n g l e  o f  buggy whips ,  
you s e e ,  coming from t h e  s tumps .  I went o u t  w i t h  
Leon M i n c k l e r ,  who i s  a S i e r r a  Club member and a 
f o r e s t e r  c o l l e a g u e .  

H e  showed m e  q u i t e  a b i t  a b o u t  hardwood 
f o r e s t r y ,  and what t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  are- -
how i t  d i f f e r s  from c o n i f e r  f o r e s t r y .  The 
b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  which had t o  b e  b o r n  i n  mind 
is  t h a t  hardwood t rees grow toward  t h e  l i g h t ,  
and t h e  young o n e s  s p r o u t .  So ,  i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  p l a n  t h e  removal  o f  t rees s o  t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  
l e a v i n g  s tumps o f  s m a l l  t rees i n  a  p l a c e  where 
a  l o t  o f  s p r o u t s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  s t i m u l a t e d  by 
t h e  l i g h t .  



But when you c l e a r c u t ,  you j u s t  g e t  a 
t remendous  t h i c k e t  o f  s p r o u t s  which  grow i n t o  
p o o r  t r e e s ,  and t h e y ' r e  no good f o r  w i l d l i f e .  
I t ' s  j u s t  a t e r r i b l e  t a n g l e - f o r  a v e r y  l o n g  
t ime--20,  3 0 ,  50 y e a r s .  

S t e e n :  You won t h e  s u i t .  

Robinson:  Y e s .  

S t e e n :  I t  l o o k e d  as though  you had a l m o s t  t o o  h o t  
a d e a l  t o  h a n d l e .  What w a s  t h e  r e a c t i o n  w i t h i n  
t h e  c l u b ?  T a c t i c a l l y ,  what do  you do  now? 

Robinson :  The s t r a t e g y  w a s  t o  l a y  low l i k e  B r ' e r  
R a b b i t .  D o n ' t  b r a g  a b o u t  i t ,  d o n ' t  t a l k  a b o u t  
i t .  So I s a i d  no th ing- -d id  n o t h i n g .  We hoped 
t o  keep  i t  q u i e t .  We a l s o  hoped t o  p r e v e n t - - o r  
r a t h e r  d i s c o u r a g e - - o t h e r  g r o u p s  from u s i n g  t h a t  
as a p r e c e d e n t  f o r  o t h e r  l a w  s u i t s .  

S t e e n :  T h e r e  w a s  some d i s c u s s i o n  on w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  s h o u l d  c a r r y  t h i s  on t h r o u g h  
a p p e a l s  p r o c e s s .  I t  d i d n  ' t go v e r y  f a r . 

Robinson:  R i g h t .  

S t e e n :  They d e c i d e d  t o  t h e i r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  n o t  t o  
go any f a r t h e r  t h a n  t h e y  d i d .  

Robinson:  Yes ,  i t  w a s  a f f i r m e d  by t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t .  
And w i t h  r a t h e r  f i r m  l a n g u a g e ,  as I r e ca l l .  

S t e e n :  Did you h a v e  a c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n  t h a t ,  had 
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  gone  t o  t h e  U.S. Cour t  o f  
Appea l s  o r  t h e  Supreme Cour t - -wherever  t h e  
l o g i c a l  n e x t  s t e p  would h a v e  been- - tha t  t h e r e  
would have  been  a campaign t h a t  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
would h a v e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  a c t i v e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h i s ?  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s ,  I ' m  s u r e - - t h e  a t t o r n e y s  w e r e  t h e  
o n e s  who d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  and  I was--

S t e e n :  You w e r e n ' t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t .  

Robinson:  No, I w a s n ' t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n .  
They k e p t  m e  i n f o r m e d  what t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g .  



I t ' s  no s e c r e t ,  b u t  i t ' s  s i m p l y  t h a t  I ' m  n o t  
a n  a t t o r n e y ,  s o  I w o u l d n ' t  b e  i n v o l v e d .  

S t e e n :  Was t h e r e  a & o a l i t i o n ,  t h e n ,  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
g r o u p s ,  r e a d y  w i t h  r e s o u r c e s  t o  keep t h i s  
t h i n g  g o i n g  i f  n e c e s s a r y ?  O r  was t h e  S i e r r a  
Club r e a l l y  . h a n d l i n g  t h i s  a l o n e ?  O r  was t h e  
I z a a k  Walton League w i l l i n g  t o  go f u r t h e r  w i t h  
t h i s ?  

Robinson:  Tha t  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you,  b e c a u s e  t h a t  
would have  t o  do w i t h  f i n a n c i n g ,  and t h a t  would 
b e  n e g o t i a t i o n  on t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r  of t h e  S i e r r a  Club Lega l  D e f e n s e ,  
and ,  w h i l e  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  would have  been a 
s e c r e t ,  I j u s t  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  t o  i n q u i r e .  So I 
don ' t know. 

S t e e n :  The s u i t  was -won, b u t  t h e  j u d g e ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
s a i d  t o  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  and whoever e l s e ,  
" I f  you d o n ' t  l i k e  i t ,  go t o  Congress  b e c a u s e  
i t ' s  t h e  law t h a t  needs  t o  b e  changed.  We 
j u s t  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  law."  , I n v i t i n g ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
t h e  F o r e s t  Management A c t  o f  1976 .  So t h e n  what 
happened? 

Robinson:  Then, J e n n i n g s  Randolph a s k e d  J i m  Moorman 
t o  d r a f t  a b i l l  f o r  him, b e c a u s e  w e  h e a r d  t h a t  
Humphrey--I g u e s s  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  a c o u p l e  o f  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  happened.  Wel l ,  I g u e s s  t h e s e  
a l l  happened a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e ,  and I c a n ' t  
t e l l  you j u s t  what t h e  p r e c i s e  s e q u e n c e  was.  

I ' l l  s t i c k  w i t h  what I s t a r t e d  t o  s a y  t h e r e .  
So Moorman a s k e d  m e  t o  o u t l i n e  what I t h o u g h t  
would b e  a n  i d e a l  f o r e s t r y  b i l l .  I t o l d  him 
I t h o u g h t  t h e  i d e a l  was t o  s t i c k  w i t h  t h e  law 
w e  h a v e .  The o n l y  law t h a t  I can  see t h a t  w e  
might  u s e  would b e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  Congress  t o  
s e l l  t rees t h a t  a r e  c u t  i n  t h i n n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s - -  
trees t h a t  a r e  immature--in s tand-improvement  
work.  

Under t h e  O r g a n i c  A c t  t h e y  c o u l d  g i v e  away 
t h o s e  t rees b u t  c o u l d n ' t  s e l l  them. Of c o u r s e ,  
t h e r e  was no marke t  i n  1897 f o r  t h e  s t u f f  c u t  
i n  t h i n n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  s o  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a  p rob lem.  



A l l  t h e y  needed w a s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  s e l l  i t ,  
[ l a u g h s ]  b u t  f o r  many y e a r s  i n  a p p r a i s i n g  t imber--  

,anyhow, t h e y  have  s i m p l y  a p p r a i s e d  t h e  t r e e s  of  
d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  and d i f f e r e n t  q u a l i t y  s izes  
and g o t  t h e  t o t a l  amount,  and t h e n  a l l o c a t e d  
t h a t  amount i n  o r d e r  t o  have  a p o s i t i v e  p r i c e  
f o r  e a c h  e lement  i n  t h e  s a l e .  

So t h e y  c o u l d  s e l l  i t ,  and t h e y  d i d  s e l l  
i t .  They r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  need a n o t h e r  l aw,  b u t  
i f  t h e y  needed a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l ,  i t  would b e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  s e l l  t h e  material  t h a t  o t h e r w i s e  
is  n o t  m e r c h a n t a b l e .  

Wel l ,  t h a t  w a s  my t h o u g h t .  However, h e  
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  w e  had t o  have  a compromise 
p o s i t i o n  where you c o u l d  g o ,  b e c a u s e  h e  d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  we 'd  b e  a b l e  t o  h o l d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  o f  no 
r e p e a l  o f  t h e  O r g a n i c  A c t  i n  Congress ,  owing 
t o  t h e  amount o f  steam t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
and i n d u s t r y  had b u i l t  up .  

I t h o u g h t  w e  o u g h t  t o  have  a major  campaign 
t o  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  O r g a n i c  A c t .  So d i d  Mike Frome. 
So d i d  a number o f  p e o p l e .  A c t u a l l y ,  I t h i n k  
what happened i n  terms o f  s t r a t e g y  is t h a t  
Brock Evans w a s  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  
w i l d e r n e s s  t h a n  h e  w a s  i n  management o f  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  

You know, h e  and I and Mike McCloskev had 
d e b a t e d  on t h i s  many t i m e s .  I had t h o u g h t  t h a t  
o u r  i d e a l  p o l i c y  s h o u l d  be  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s  w e  c a n ;  g e t  a s  much o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
v i r g i n  t i m b e r  as p o s s i b l e  i n  w i l d e r n e s s - - t o  
wi thdraw a l l  o f  t h e  non-commercial f o r e s t  l a n d s  
from e x p l o i t a t i o n .  T h e r e ' s  a l o t  o f  commercial  
t i m b e r  s t a n d i n g  on non-commercial f o r e s t  l a n d .  
I t ' s  n o t  a l l  s u i t a b l e  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  c l a s s i -  
f i ca t i o n s .  

On t h e  r e m a i n i n g  commercial  f o r e s t  l a n d  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t ,  i n s i s t  upon m u l t i p l e -  
u s e  f o r e s t r y  a s  had been p r a c t i c e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
5 0 ,  60 y e a r s  by t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv ice - -under  t h e  
O r g a n i c  A c t .  Then f i g h t  f o r  r e g u l a t o r y  measures  
t o  b r i n g  abou t  a t  l e a s t  a d e c e n t  l e v e l  o f  



s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  management on t h e  p r i v a t e  
f o r e s t  l a n d s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  c a u s e  of  a l l  t h i s  
c lamor  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  and t h e  c lamor  f o r  
c l e a r c u t t i n g  is t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  manage t h i s  80 
p e r c e n t  of  t h e  f o r e s t  l a n d s  t h a t  a r e  p r i v a t e .  

I t h i n k  each  t i m e  I went t h r o u g h  t h i s ,  
t h e y  a g r e e d  w i t h  m e .  But you know, t h e  
t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  have  
f o r  a l o n g  t i m e  been t r y i n g  t o  get  t h e  c o n s e r -  
v a t i o n i s t s  t o  buy a t r a d e - o f f ,  whereby i f  w e  
would wi thdraw our: o b j e c t i o n  t o  i n t e n s i v e  
management o f  some 50 m i l l i o n  a c r e s - - t h e  most 
p r o d u c t i v e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  commercial  f o r e s t  
l a n d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t - - t h e y  would i n  
t u r n  wi thdraw t h e i r  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  expanded 
w i l d e r n e s s  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n .  

I t h i n k  t h a t  Brock Evans bought  t h a t  
t r a d e - o f f .  H e  d i d n ' t  t u r n  a hand t o  f i g h t  t h e  
Resource  P l a n n i n g  A c t  o r  t h e  F o r e s t  Management 
A c t .  

I t  w a s  i n  v iew o f  t h a t  s t r a t e g y  . t h a t  
Moorman wanted a b i l l  f o r  J e n n i n g s  Randolph.  
I h e l p e d  him d e s i g n  i t ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
t h i s  would be a compromise measure  t o  b e  thrown 
i n  o n l y  as a l a s t  r e s o r t .  So w e  p u t  t h a t  b i l l  
t o g e t h e r .  And t h e n  t h e r e  was a commit tee  o f  
p e o p l e  who m e t  i n  Washington,  and I was o n e  
o f  them. 

A c t u a l l y ,  Moorman k e p t  m e  o u t  o f  t h a t .  
F i r s t  h e  s a i d  h e  wanted  m e  t o  go w i t h  him and 
h e l p  him d r a f t  t h i s  b i l l .  Then he  k e p t  m e  o u t  
o f  i t .  I t h i n k  h e  f e l t  e i t h e r  t h a t  I w a s  an  
e x t r e m i s t ,  o r  h e  wanted t o  do some compromising 
t h a t  h e  knew I w o u l d n ' t  go f o r .  Anyhow, t h e y  
g o t  t h i s  b i l l  t o g e t h e r ,  and I was n o t  t o o  happy 
w i t h  i t .  

S t e e n :  T e l l  m e  a g a i n  who J i m  Moorman is  o f f i c i a l l y .  

Robinson:  He is now a s s i s t a n t  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  f o r  
t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  l a n d .  

S t e e n :  H e  was under  a r e t a i n e r  by t h e  c l u b ?  



Robinson:  No, he  was e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club Legal  Defense ,  which is a p a r a l l e l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  s e t  up by t h e  c l u b  t o  hand l e  o u r  
l e g a l  m a t t e r s .  

S t e e n :  I know when t h e  S i e r r a  Club membership 
renewals  come, you can check a box f o r  t h e  
Legal  Defense ,  o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club Founda t ion ,  
o r  wha tever ,  So t h a t ' s  where he  f i t  i n t o  t h e  
h i e r a r c h y .  

Robinson:  R i g h t .  

S t e e n :  And he  r e p o r t e d  t o  McCloskey? Who would work 
with--

Robinson:  Independen t ,  a c t u a l l y .  They have t h e i r  
own board  o f  d i r e c t o r s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  S i e r r a  Club 
Foundat ion has--and I don ' t even know who they  
a r e .  

But c e r t a i n l y  t h e  c l u b  is invo lved  i n  i t .  
I t ' s  f o r  t h e  pu rpose  o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  
o f  t h e  c l u b ,  b u t  l e g a l l y ,  t h e y  have t o  have  t h e i r  
own board  of  d i r e c t o r s .  H e  t e c h n i c a l l y  does  n o t  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  club--he r e p o r t s  t o  t h i s  board  o f  
d i r e c t o r s - - t h e n  t h e  board  o f  d i r e c t o r s  c o o r d i n a t e s  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  w i t h  t h e  c l u b .  

S t e e n :  A l l  r i g h t .  T h e r e ' s  t h e  Randolph Bi l l - -and  
you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  d r a f t i n g  that - -and t h e n  
t h e r e ' s  a  whole ser ies  o f  o t h e r  b i l l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  Humphrey B i l l ,  which i n  e f f e c t  w a s  an  amend-
ment t o  t h e  Resources  P l a n n i n g  A c t .  

Robinson:  R i g h t .  

S t e e n :  What is your  f e e l i n g  about  RPA? Was t h a t  
t h e  r i g h t  way t o  go? 

Robinson:  No! The Resource  P l a n n i n g  A c t  was an 
e f f o r t  t o  g e t  what t h e  i n d u s t r y  f a i l e d  t o  g e t  
i n  t h e  Timber Supply B i l l .  

S t e e n :  L e t ' s  go  back t o  t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  of  RPA. 

Robinson:  But t h e y  w e r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  p u t  i n  
t h e  s t u f f  about  f o r e s t r y  t h a t  is now i n  t h e  



F o r e s t  Management A c t  i n  t h e  Resource  P l a n n i n g  
Act i n i t i a l l y ,  t h a t  t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  would 
d e f e a t  i t  i n  Congress  and t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  have  
p a s s e d  i t - - t h a t  w a s  Humphrey's idea--so  t h e y  
p u t  it t h r o u g h  i n  two p a r t s .  

S t e e n :  But t h e  need f o r  long- te rm p lann ing- -  
o b v i o u s l y  you would a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t .  

Robinson:  I a g r e e  w i t h  long- te rm p l a n n i n g ,  o f  
c o u r s e !  But I d o n ' t  a g r e e  w i t h  p l a n n i n g  on 
t h e  assumpt ion  t h a t  we're g o i n g  t o  make s h o r t  
r o t a t i o n  t ree  fa rms  o u t  o f  a l l  t h e  commercial  
f o r e s t  l a n d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t s ! - - a n d  i g n o r e  
i n d u s t r y  and s i m p l y  t r u s t  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  
s y s t e m  t o  t a k e  care o f  t h e  80 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
f o r e s t  l a n d  t h a t ' s  i n  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p .  Tha t  
w o n ' t  work.  I t  h a s n ' t  worked anywhere i n  t h e  
w o r l d .  

S t e e n :  I t h i n k  t h i s  is  r e l e v a n t  t o  RPA. The F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  h a s  compla ined o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  t h e y  
have  gone t o  Congress ,  and a s k e d  f o r  a p p r o p r i a -  
t i o n s  t o  do t a s k s  o n e ,  two,  and t h r e e .  Congress  
g i v e s  them 90 p e r c e n t  o f  what t h e y  a s k  f o r  f o r  
t i m b e r ,  40 p e r c e n t  o f  what t h e y  a s k  f o r  f o r  
r e c r e a t i o n .  I t ' s  a f l u c t u a t i n g  k i n d  of  s u p p o r t  
from C o n g r e s s ,  and p a r t  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  b e h i n d  
RPA w a s  t o  have  Congress  a c c e p t  a  long- term 
commitment. 

The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  comes t o  them w i t h  a 
p r o p o s a l ,  and t h e  Congress  examines  t h e  p r o p o s a l  
f o r  t h e  l o n g  t e r m ;  t h e n  t h e  Congress  i s  a c c e p t i n g  
a commitment s o  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t h e n  c a n  make 
b e t t e r  p l a n s .  

But y o u r  f e e l i n g  is t h a t  t h e r e  is  a b a s i c  
l o o p h o l e  i n  t h e  whole t h i n g .  

Robinson:  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  What you s a y  -is t h e  way 
i t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  and is  t h e  p u r p o s e .  However, 
what t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  d o i n g  
w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t h a t  would 
f i n a n c e  p l a n t i n g ,  t h i n n i n g - - w e l l ,  a l l  o f  t h e  
i n t e n s i v e  f o r e s t r y  measures  which are used  



t e c h n i c a l l y  t o  j u s t i f y  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
a l l o w a b l e  c u t .  T h e y ' r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  h a s t y  
l i q u i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  o ld-growth t i m b e r  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  t o  compensate f o r  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r i v a t e  f o r e s t  l a n d  h a s  been 
d e p l e t e d .  

S t e e n :  Congress  h a s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  less 
t h a n  a hundred p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  RPA a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  
f o r  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  and s o  f o r t h .  I t ' s  more t h a n  
l a s t  y e a r ,  b u t ,  as  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  whole p r o c e s s ,  
Congress  is n o t  l i v i n g  up t o ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  i ts 
promise  t h a t  i f  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  would come 
t o  it w i t h  t h i s  long- term p r o j e c t i o n ,  Congress  
would r e v i e w  it  and adop t  i t ,  and t h e n  t h e  
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  c o u l d  coun t  on a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  

Robinson:  Of c o u r s e ,  p a r t  of  o u r  l o b b y i n g  is t o  
p r e v e n t  them from implement ing  t h i s  i n t e n s i v e  
f o r e s t r y  u n t i l  t h e r e  is a commitment t o  manage 
t h e  f o r e s t  f o r  m u l t i p l e  u s e .  [Laughs] We want 
t o  s u p p o r t  them and w e  w i l l  s u p p o r t  them i f  
t h e y  w i l l  manage t h e  f o r e s t s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
m u l t i p l e  u s e  l a w .  But t h e y ' v e  made up t h e i r  
minds t h e y ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  do i t !  T h a t ' s  what 
t h e  b a t t l e ' s  a b o u t ,  you s e e ?  

S t e e n :  Okay. I want t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  F o r e s t  
Management A c t ,  b u t  I g u e s s  w e  s h o u l d  go back 
and t a l k  b r i e f l y  a b o u t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Timber 
Supply  A c t - - t h e y ' r e  a l l  t i e d  t o g e t h e r .  

Robinson:  Yes,  t h e y  a r e .  What happened was t h a t  i n  
1968 ,  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  
p e r s u a d e d  s e v e r a l  commi t t ees  o f  Congress  t o  
c o o p e r a t e  i n  c o n d u c t i n g  h e a r i n g s  on  c o s t  o f  
lumber and h o u s i n g .  [See Appendix Dl I c a l l e d  
McCloskey 's  and Brock Evans '  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  
w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h a t ' s  where w e ' v e  g o t  t o  
f i g h t  them--also P h i l  B e r r y ,  w h o ' s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  f o r e s t r y .  

S t e e n :  Was Brock i n  Washington i n  1968? 

Robinson:  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  h e  was o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Nor thwes t ,  b u t  he  was t h e  most 
e f f e c t i v e  o f  o u r  f i e l d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s - - a n d  
most concerned  w i t h  t i m b e r  because  t h e  P a c i f i c  



Northwest  was where most of  t h e  t i m b e r  i s .  

A t  f i r s t  t h e y  were s k e p t i c a l ;  t h e y  d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t  was o u r  b a t t l e .  Brock a g r e e d  w i t h  
me, and w e  p e r s u a d e d  Mike and w e  p e r s u a d e d  o t h e r  
members o f  t h e  b o a r d  t h a t  w e  r e a l l y  s h o u l d  a t t e n d  
t h o s e  h e a r i n g s  and make a p r e s e n t a t i o n .  We g o t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  a v a r i e t y  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Washington t o  work w i t h  u s .  
They were t h e  T r o u t  U n l i m i t e d ,  Audubon S o c i e t y ,  
W i l d e r n e s s  Socie ty- -oh,  t h e r e  must have  been 
some o t h e r s .  T h i s  is  b e f o r e  F r i e n d s  of  t h e  
E a r t h  was o r g a n i z e d .  

Lloyd T u p l i n g  was o u r  Washington r e p r e s e n -  
t a t i v e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  We g a t h e r e d  a t  h i s  house  
a t  S t .  Michae l s  on Chesapeake Bay o v e r  a  weekend, 
and I e x p l a i n e d  what I f o r e s a w  coming o u t  of  
t h i s  Timber Supply  A c t ,  a s  t h e  t h i n g  was w r i t t e n .  
I had  w r i t t e n  someth ing  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  r e a d  
on t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  advance .  

I p o i n t e d  o u t ,  though ,  t h a t  what t h e  i n d u s t r y  
was e s s e n t i a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  do was t o  g e t  t h e  
r e c e i p t s  from t h e  s a l e  o f  t i m b e r  p u t  i n t o  a 
r e v o l v i n g  f u n d  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  a c c e l e r a t i n g  t h e  
s a l e  o f  o ld-growth t i m b e r  o u t  o f  t h e  n a $ i o n a l  
f o r e s t s .  And i t  a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  t h e  commercial  
f o r e s t  l a n d .  I t  was a n  e f f o r t  t o  j u s t i f y  h a s i l y  
l i q u i d a t i n g  t h e  o ld-growth t i m b e r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  s y s t e m .  

S t e e n :  The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  h a s  a lways  been v e r y  p roud  
t h a t  i t  g e n e r a t e s  income t o  t h e  t r e a s u r y .  

Robinson : Y e s .  

S t e e n :  T h i s  seems t o  m e  a c t  1 2  of  t h e  same p l a y ,  
where t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  wanted  t o  show t h e  
p e o p l e  t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t  l i k e  a l o t  of  o t h e r  
government a g e n c i e s  t h a t  j u s t  t o o k  from t h e  
p e o p l e .  They b r o u g h t  back money i n t o  t h e  
t r e a s u r y .  T h i s  i d e a  o f  g e n e r a t i n g  money from 
t i m b e r  s a l e s  t o  s u p p o r t  f o r e s t  management h a s  
a lways  been v e r y  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e .  

Robinson:  I know. 



S t e e n :  T h a t ' s  p r o b a b l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  Timber Supply  
A c t .  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s ,  r i g h t !  We o b j e c t e d  t o  i t  on 
t h e  g rounds  t h a t  i t  would b e  l i k e  f i n a n c i n g  
them, and have  t h e  same p i t f a l l s  t h a t  r e s u l t  
f rom f i n a n c i n g  t h e  f reeway b u i l d e r s  o u t  o f  t h e  
g a s o l i n e  t a x - - t h a t  t h e y ' d  j u s t  go on b u i l d i n g  
t h e i r  b u r e a u c r a c y  and c u t t i n g  more and more 
t i m b e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  more money i n  o r d e r  t o  
b u i l d  t h e i r  b u r e a u c r a c y .  T h e y ' d  l o s e  t r a c k  of 
t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s .  

We t h o u g h t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  more p u b l i c  con-
t r o l  o v e r  t h e  management o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  
t h a n  w e  would have  under  t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
And Congress  a g r e e d  w i t h  u s .  And t h a t ' s  why i t  
w a s  d e f e a t e d .  

S t e e n :  I t  w a s  k i l l e d  i n  commit tee?  What a c t u a l l y  
happened? 

Robinson:  We went t o  Washington,  and had t h i s  
g a t h e r i n g ,  you know, and w e  deve loped  o u r  
arguments  a b o u t  i t .  I t h i n k  o n e  o f  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  arguments  w e  u s e d  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  
Congressmen w a s  t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  was 
s o  adamant ly  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s e l l  a l l  t h e  t i m b e r  
o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t ,  i n  s e v e r a l  cases w e ' v e  
had t o  s u e  them! -

For  example,  t h e y  p u t  up a t i m b e r  s a l e  
w i t h i n  t h e  Gore Range P r i m i t i v e  Area i n  Colorado ,  
and t h e  l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  o b j e c t e d .  They 
o b j e c t e d  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  s a l e  came u p .  They 
s a w  i t  on t h e  long- range  s a l e  program.  

The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  p e o p l e  j u s t  came back  
and s a i d ,  "Well ,  we ' re  g o i n g  t o  remove t h a t  from 
t h e  p r i m i t i v e  a r e a ,  when i t ' s  c l a s s i f i e d  f o r  
W i l d e r n e s s . "  And t h e y  had t o  a r g u e  w i t h  them 
t h a t  i t ' s  Congress  t h & t l s  g o i n g  t o  d e c i d e  t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s ;  n o t  you! They d i d n ' t  a g r e e .  

They d i d  change t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  area 
t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  boundary o f  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  
a r e a ,  b u t  t h e y  l e f t  t h e  E a s t  Meadowcreek s a l e  
i n  t h e r e .  They went r i g h t  ahead  and made t h e  



s a l e !  So we f i l e d  s u i t .  We won. I was a 
w i t n e s s  i n  t h a t  s u i t .  Judge  Doyle s a i d  a t  t h e  
c l o s e  o f  t h e  t r i a l ,  "I u n d e r s t a n d  your  c o n c e r n s .  
I r e a l i z e  t h a t  y o u ' v e  i n v e s t e d  money i n  t h i s  
t i m b e r  and t h a t  y o u ' r e  r e l y i n g  on t h i s  f o r  
o p e r a t i n g  your  m i l l . .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  
But i f  y o u ' r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  go ahead and c u t  t h a t  
t i m b e r ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  Congress  t o  c o n s i d e r  
t h i s  a r e a  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  is f o r e c l o s e d !  I ' l l  
g i v e  you my d e c i s i o n  as soon  as  I  c a n . "  I t  was 
j u s t  m a r v e l o u s .  

But t h e  a r r o g a n c e  o f  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
w a s  j u s t  a b s u r d !  I remember t h e y  had t h e  
r e g i o n a l  f o r e s t e r  on  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a n d  d u r i n g  
t h a t  t r i a l .  Tony Ruckel  w a s  o u r  a t t o r n e y  and 
h e  and t h e  judge  g o t  t h e  guy i n  a c r o s s - f i r e .  
They t o o k  t u r n s  a s k i n g  him q u e s t i o n s  and t h e y  
were l e a d i n g  up t o  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  which 
h e  would recommend t h a t  a n  a r e a  b e  w i t h h e l d  from 
t i m b e r  sa le .  

Under t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  law,  t h e r e ' s  a p r o v i s i o n  
t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  can  add up t o  t w e l v e  hundred 
acres o f  c o n t i g u o u s  l a n d  i n  a compact u n i t  t o  
t h e  p r o p o s a l .  So ,  a t  o n e  p o i n t ,  t h e  judge  a s k e d  
t h e  r e g i o n a l  f o r e s t e r ,  i f  a- h e  would w i t h h o l d  
t i m b e r  s a l e  i n  an  area t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a s k e d  
t o  have  d e l e t e d .  

Nordwall  l o o k e d  a round  and s a i d ,  "Wel l ,  I 
s u p p o s e  t h a t  a l l  depends  on where i t  is!" And 
t h e  judge  j u s t  f l u s h e d  and h e  looked  a t  t h e  guy 
and h e  w r o t e  n o t e s .  

S t e e n :  T h i s  k i n d  of  v i c t o r y  showed p e o p l e  i n  Congress-- 
t h e  commi t t ees - - tha t  t h e r e  w a s  a r e a l  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  what t h e  Timber Supp ly  A c t  s t o o d  f o r .  

Robinson:  Yes! We had t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s  k i n d  of  t h i n g  
t o  congressmen t o  get them t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  had l o s t  t h e i r  way. T h e y ' r e  
a b s o l u t e l y  a r r o g a n t  a b o u t  what t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  
do and t h e y  were  i g n o r i n g  t h e  o t h e r  l aws  and 
even  t h e  meanings o f  t h e  l a w s .  So t h a t  was t h e  
way w e  w e n t .  



S t e e n :  What happened t o  t h e  Timber Supply  Ac t?  

Robinson:  The i n d u s t r y  had been l o b b y i n g  f o r  t h a t  
act  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e .  

S t e e n :  I remember a s p e e c h  by S p i r o  Agnew, 
s u p p o r t i n g  c l e a r c u t t i n g .  I t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  
i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s - - o u t  t a l k i n g  t o  somebody--would 
r e f e r  t o  c l e a r c u t t i n g  a s  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  s i l v i -  
c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  s h a d e - i n t o l e r a n t  s p e c i e s .  
Obvious ly  somebody had w r i t t e n  t h o s e  w o r d s ,  and 
h e  w a s  r e a d i n g  them. 

Robinson:  Oh, y e s .  The t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y ' s  l o b b y i n g  
e f f o r t  w a s  t h o r o u g h  and comple te- - they had t h e  
S t a t e  Department  and t h e  Department  o f  Commerce 
and i t  seems t o  me, everybody on t h e  C a b i n e t  
l e v e l  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  p romot ing  t h i s  t h i n g .  

The S t a t e  Depar tment ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a p p e a s e  
t h e  J a p a n e s e  by h a v i n g  e x p o r t s  o f  l o g s .  They 
wanted t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  amount of  t i m b e r  a v a i l a b l e  
s o  t h a t  w o u l d n ' t  b e  a d r a i n  on t h e  economy. They 
t h o u g h t  t h e y  had  everybody l i n e d  u p ,  and t h e y  
t h o u g h t  t h i s  t h i n g  w a s  a g o .  

We had o u r  m e e t i n g  i n  Washington on a 
weekend, and t h e  b i l l  w a s  t o  come up f o r  a v o t e  
on Tuesday.  Tha t  gave  u s  j u s t  one  day--

S t e e n :  I n  committee--not  on t h e  f l o o r - - o r  was i t ?  

Robinson:  No, i t  w a s  t o  b e  a f l o o r  v o t e .  The 
commit tee  had v o t e d  i t  o u t  and t h e y  t h o u g h t  
i t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  s u c c e e d .  I t  was i n  t h e  R u l e s  
Committee, and t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  v o t e  i t  o u t .  

Who's t h a t  Congressman from Ohio--his  name 
b e g i n s  w i t h  D--he's a f o r e s t e r .  D i n g l e .  John 
D i n g l e .  H e  h e l p e d  u s .  H e  gave  u s  a room i n  t h e  
House O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g - - t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  o u r  
l o b b y i n g  e f f o r t .  Brock Evans w a s  d i r e c t i n g  it  
a l l ,  and h e  had a b i g  c h a r t  on t h e  w a l l .  H e  
had  t h e  names o f  a l l  t h e  congressmen and t h e  
rooms t h e y  were in - - in  columns--who w a s  t o  c a l l  
on them and what r e s u l t  t h e y  g o t .  



There  were p e r h a p s  a dozen of  u s ,  f rom 
t h e s e  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  working on t h i s  
t h i n g .  We went a round  and t a l k e d  t o  a l l  o f  
t h e  key p e o p l e .  We t r i e d  t o  meet w i t h  a l l  
o f  them. 

Whenever somebody wanted t o  r e a l l y  get  
s e r i o u s  a b o u t  i t ,  and t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s  
of  what was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  t h i n g ,  t h e y ' d  s e n d  
f o r  m e .  So I ' d  go a round  and t a l k  t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t s .  You r ea l i ze  t h a t  you 
r a r e l y  g e t  t o  t a l k  t o  a congressman.  H e ' l l  
b e  p r e t t y  p l e a s a n t  and h e ' l l  a s s u r e  you t h a t  
h e ' l l  f o l l o w  t h e  recommendations o f  h i s  L.A. 
h a v i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t ;  t h e n  h e ' l l  
i n t r o d u c e  you t o  t h i s  guy,  and t h e n  you t a l k  
t o  him. 

I t  t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  are a few c o n g r e s s -  
men who a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  
s u b j e c t ,  and everybody knows i t .  So when i t  
comes t o  a v o t e ,  t h e y  a s k  t h i s  guy,  "What ' s  your  
recommendation?' '  I g u e s s  w e  t a l k e d  t o  most o f  
those--one is Hamil ton  F i s h ,  who is  v e r y  much 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  

I t  seemed t h a t  some congressman d i e d  and 
s o  t h e y  d e c i d e d  to - - in  memory o f  t h i s  guy--to 
have  no s e s s i o n  on Tuesday,  s o  w e  m e t  Wednesday 
i n s t e a d .  Tha t  gave  u s  a n o t h e r  day t o  do o u r  
work--so w e  had two d a y s  i n s t e a d  o f  o n e ,  a s  w e  
t h o u g h t .  Good t h i n g  w e  d i d .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way 
i t  w e n t .  So t h e n  w e  a l l  went i n t o  t h e  b a l c o n y  
o f  t h e  House t o  s e e  t h e  a c t i o n  on t h e  f l o o r .  

We were s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  b a l c o n y ,  and t h e s e  
p e o p l e  a l l  came i n .  I t  seems t h e r e  is  someth ing  
t h e y  c a l l  a c l o a k  t a l l y - - I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t ' s  
t h e  r i g h t  w o r d - - t h e r e f s  some guy a t  e a c h  d o o r  
and h e  asks e a c h  congressman as h e  comes i n  how 
h e ' s  g o i n g  t o  v o t e  on t h e  i s s u e .  Then t h e y  p u t  
a l l  t h i s  t o g e t h e r  and t h e y  g i v e  t h i s  t o  t h e  
l e a d e r .  

He d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  w a s  opposed 
t o  t h e  b i l l .  T h i s  w a s  a shock-- they t h o u g h t  
t h e y  had i t  i n  t h e  b a g .  We c o u l d  s e e  t h a t  Carl 
A l b e r t  w a s  c a l l e d  down from t h e  podium, and 



somebody handed him a p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  and t h e y  
went b u z z ,  b u z z ,  b u z z .  They went o u t  o f  t h e  
room w i t h  i t  and  came b a c k ,  and  t h e n  everybody 
s t a r t e d  g o i n g  o u t .  What t h e  h e l l  happened?  

S t e e n :  They wi thdrew t h e  b i l l ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t a k e  i t  t o  a v o t e .  

Robinson:  They wi thdrew t h e  b i l l !  Because  t h e y  s a w  
t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  w i n .  Then w e  a l l  went  home. 

S t e e n :  Who w a s  h a n d l i n g  t h e  s t r a t e g y  -f o r  t h e  b i l l ?  

Robinson:  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  S a y l o r .  John S a y l o r .  

S t e e n :  T h i s  w a s  a b o u t  1969 o r  1970--

Robinson:  T h i s  w a s  ' 6 9 .  The b i l l  w a s  c a l l e d  up 
a g a i n  two weeks l a t e r .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y  v o t e d  
on i t  and t h e  v o t e  w a s  overwhelmingly  i n  f a v o r  
o f  r e j e c t i o n .  The Timber Supp ly  B i l l  w a s  
d e f e a t e d .  

I t  w a s  k i n d  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I n  t h a t  two-
week p e r i o d  I p u t  t o g e t h e r  a b r o c h u r e  showing 
what t h i s  a l l o w a b l e  c u t  e f f e c t  amounts  t o ,  w i t h  
p h o t o g r a p h s .  I had  I g u e s s  a - t h o u s a n d  o f  them 
p r i n t e d  and g o t  them done j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  t i e  
a s t r i n g  on  them and h a u l  them down t o  t h e  
a i r p o r t  and  f l y  them t o  Washington f o r  t h i s  
s e c o n d  v o t e  on  t h e  b i l l . *  

Again ,  w e  had o n l y  a day o r  s o  t o  p r e p a r e .  
We were i n  t h a t  room a g a i n  t h a t  D i n g l e  gave  u s ,  
wonder ing  how w e  were g o i n g  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e s e  
t h i n g s ,  b e c a u s e  t o  v i s i t  500 o f f i c e s  is q u i t e  
a c h o r e .  

J u s t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  some young man from one  
o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  E a s t  s t u c k  h i s  head  
i n  t h e  d o o r  and s a i d ,  "John D i n g l e  s e n t  u s  up 
h e r e .  I h a v e  a g r o u p  o f  l a w  s t u d e n t s  who want 
t o  know s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  how Congress  works .  

*Th i s  Is What We S t a n d  t o  Lose  San F r a n c i s c o :  S i e r r a---- --)

Club ,  1970.  4 p p .  



Have you g o t  a j o b  w e  c o u l d  do?" We s a i d ,  "Do 
you s u p p o s e  you c o u l d  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e s e  t h i n g s ? "  
[Laughs] The guy s a y s ,  "Sure ,  w e  can  do t h a t . "  
They p l a n n e d  a s t r a t e g y  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h o s e  
t h i n g s ,  and by noon,  e v e r y  congressman had o n e  
i n  h i s  f i s t .  [C laps  hands  t o g e t h e r  and l a u g h s ]  
That  w a s  j u s t  m a r v e l o u s .  

S t e e n :  I t ' s  t h e s e  l i t t l e  ac ts  o f  h i s t o r y  t h a t  make 
t h i n g s  work.  

Robinson:  R i g h t .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h a t  changed 
t h e  v o t e ,  b u t  i t  w a s  d e l i g h t f u l  t o  have  t h a t  
happen.  I t  w a s  s o  n i c e .  

S t e e n :  L e t ' s  go b a c k .  There  was a  bunch o f  b i l l s  
t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  F o r e s t  Management Act-- the 
Randolph B i l l  and t h e  Humphrey B i l l ,  and s o  
f o r t h .  What s o r t  o f  t o - i n g  and f r o - i n g  and 
n e g o t i a t i n g  went on t h e r e ?  Did you r e a l l y  f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  Randolph B i l l  had any c h a n c e ,  o r  was 
t h a t  j u s t  a s t a l k i n g  h o r s e ?  

Robinson:  I t h o u g h t  i t  s h o u l d  have  a c h a n c e ,  b u t  
~ a n d o l p h  i n t r o d u c e d  i t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  
d e b a t e  i n s t e a d  o f  t r y i n g  t o  hang on t o  t h e  
O r g a n i c  A c t .  Tha t  shocked -m e .  

S t e e n :  You f e l t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  a s  a compromise. 

Robinson:  T h a t ' s  r i g h t !  I h e l p e d  d r a f t  i t  w i t h  t h e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  i t  was a compromise t o  b e  
u s e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e r e ' s  no o t h e r  way t o  
g o .  But t h e y  s t a r t e d  -i n  w i t h  i t ,  s o  t h a t  i n  
t u r n  w a s  compromised, and s o  t h e  F o r e s t  Manage- 
ment A c t  was e n a c t e d  and t h a t  was t h e  d e f e a t .  

I t h i n k  t h e  F o r e s t  Management A c t  d i d  f o r  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  p o l i c y  what t h e  Tonkin Gulf 
R e s o l u t i o n  d i d  f o r  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  

S t e e n :  T h a t ' s  a v e r y  s t r o n g  s t a t e m e n t .  

Robinson:  Yes--but Congress  s i m p l y  a b d i c a t e d  t h e i r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f o r e s t  l a n d s  
t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  what t h a t  b i l l  
d o e s .  



S t e e n :  We've l i v e d  w i t h  t h e  law f o r  a c o u p l e  o f  
y e a r s  now, and o b v i o u s l y  i t ' s  b e i n g  implemented 
a p i e c e  a t  a t i m e .  Some t h i n g s  w o n ' t  b e  
implemented f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e  y e t .  Luke Popov ich  
had an  e s s a y  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l  -o f  F o r e s t r y  a b o u t  
t h e  commit tee  o f  s c i e n t i s t s .  There  a r e  no 
c o n c l u s i o n s ,  j u s t  t h e  p r o c e s s  and t h e  d e b a t e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p ,  and how t h e y  i n t e r a c t e d  , w i t h  
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  and o t h e r s .  

Robinson:  They have  n o t  done t h e i r  j o b .  [See  
Appendix E l  They were  s u p p o s e d ,  u n d e r  t h e  
F o r e s t  Management A c t ,  t o  a d v i s e  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  on s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  m a t t e r s  t o  
b e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  is  an  e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r -  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  approach  t o  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  a l o n g  
l ist  o f  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a t t e r s - -  
s o i l  e r o s i o n ,  and m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  
s p e c i e s ,  and p r o t e c t i n g  endangered  s p e c i e s  and  
w i l d l i f e ,  and t h e  whole gamut o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  
c o n c e r n  u s .  They d i d n ' t  do any o f  t h a t  a t  a l l !  

. A l l  t h e y  d i d  was t o  p a r a p h r a s e  t h e  law w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  is t o  b e  concerned  w i t h .  Then t h e y  
d e s c r i b e d  how a l l o w a b l e  c u t s  a r e  t o  b e  d e t e r -  
mined,  and t h e y  d i d  i t  i n  s u c h  a  way t h a t  t h e  
a l l o w a b l e  c u t  w i l l  b e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  maximum t h a t  
can  b e  j u s t i f i e d  u n d e r  t h e  v e r y  minimum s t a n d a r d s  
o f  t h e  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d .  

The way t h e y ' v e  drawn i t  u p ,  t h e y  s a y  t h a t  
t h e  a l l o w a b l e  c u t  must b e  d e t e r m i n e d  on t h e  
b a s i s  o f  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r t y  y e a r s  
hence .  Tha t  means c u b i c  f e e t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  t r e e ,  
d o e s n ' t  i t ?  

S t e e n :  Y e s .  

Robinson:  A l l  r i g h t .  I f  you d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p o i n t  

o f  d i m i n i s h i n g  r e t u r n s  o r  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  

mean a n n u a l  i n c r e m e n t ,  f o r  any s p e c i e s ,  u s i n g  

t o t a l  volume o f  t rees one  i n c h  i n  d i a m e t e r  and 

o v e r ,  you g e t  r o t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  ne ighborhood o f  

25  t o  40  y e a r s .  I t ' s  40  y e a r s  t y p i c a l l y  i n  

Douglas  f i r  and 25  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p i n e  and 




a b o u t  40 f o r  p o n d e r o s a  p i n e  o f  an  a v e r a g e  s i z e ,  
and s o  o n .  

Now, t h e  way you d e t e r m i n e  an  a l l o w a b l e  c u t  
is t o  t a k e  t h e  t o t a l  volume o f  t i m b e r  you h a v e ,  
d i v i d e d  by t h e  r o t a t i o n ,  and t h a t  g i v e s  you your  
c u t .  I t ' s  t h e n  m o d i f i e d  t o  r e f l e c t  growth and 
f a c t o r s  t h a t  would i n f l u e n c e  i t ,  b u t  a l l  t h e  
f a c t o r s  are  r e l a t i v e l y  minor compared t o  t h a t .  
I t ' s  t h e  t o t a l  volume d i v i d e d  by t h e  r o t a t i o n ,  
s o  t h e  s h o r t e r  t h e  r o t a t i o n ,  t h e  more r a p i d l y  
you can  r i p  o f f  t h e  f o r e s t .  

Then t h e y  d e s c r i b e  d e p a r t u r e s  from s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d  t h a t  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d ,  and i t  s a y s  t h a t  t h e y  
must c o n s i d e r  and f o r m u l a t e  p l a n s  f o r  d e p a r t i n g  
from t h e  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  whenever s t i c k i n g  w i t h  
t h e  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  would work a  h a r d s h i p  on t h e  
economy o f  t h e  l o c a l  community. 

We a l l  know t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e s t e r n  
s t a t e s ,  m i l l s  a re  r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  t i m b e r  b e c a u s e  
t h e y ' r e  c u t t i n g  a l l  t h e y ' v e  g o t .  They can p u t  
up t h e  argument  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  i n  a h a r d s h i p  now 
and s o  a r e  j u s t i f i e d  i n  c u t t i n g  more r a p i d l y  
t h a n  t h e  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  compensate 
f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e - - f o r  t h e - f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s n ' t  
s u f f i c i e n t  p r i v a t e  t i m b e r .  

The argument  t h e y  p u t  up back i n  '68--dur ing  
t h e  h e a r i n g s  on lumber pr ices- -was  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  r a t e  o f  s a l e  of  t i m b e r  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  k e e p  t h e  i n d u s t r y  g o i n g  a t  i ts  
p r e s e n t  l e v e l ,  o r  t o  meet t h e  demand, w h i l e  t h e  
trees on t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  grow up t o  s u f f i c i e n t  
s i ze  t o  b e  m e r c h a n t a b l e .  

S t e e n :  A c o n c e p t  of  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  i n  e f f e c t ,  u s i n g  
p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  l a n d s  a l t e r n a t i v e l y .  

Robinson:  Yes,  b u t  w i t h  no o b l i g a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of  
t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d  owners t o  p r a c t i c e  f o r e s t r y !  I t ' s  
a one-s ided  b a r g a i n .  The government a g r e e s  t o  f i l l  
t h e  gap w i t h  p u b l i c l y  owned t i m b e r  on t h e  t h e o r y  
t h a t  t h e  p r o f i t  m o t i v e  is s u f f i c i e n t  t o  g e t  t h e s e  
guys  t o  do l i k e w i s e  on t h e i r  own l a n d .  But a l l  
t h e y ' r e  d o i n g  is s e l l i n g  t h e  s t u f f  o f f  t o  sub- 
d i v i s i o n s !  



S t e e n :  I f  t h e r e  were  some l e g i s l a t i v e  r e q u i r e m e n t  
t h a t  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  p r a c t i c e  f o r e s t r y  i n  
c e r t a i n  ways,  would you have  s u p p o r t e d  t h i s  
c o n c e p t  o f  f i l l i n g  t h i s  gap  w i t h  p u b l i c  t i m b e r  
t o  m a i n t a i n  i n d u s t r y ?  

Robinson:  No, 1,wouldn ' t . 
S t e e n :  T h i s  c o n c e p t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  is b e i n g  p roposed  

f o r  w e s t e r n  Oregon.  

Robinson:  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  owner must b e  r e q u i r e d ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  t a k e s  l o n g e r  t o  grow t r e e s  t h a n  
p e o p l e  c a n  w a i t  f o r  a r e t u r n  on  i n v e s t m e n t .  
Tha t  i s ,  i f  your  o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  maximize 
income,  which ,  when you have  c o r p o r a t e  e n t e r -  
p r i s e ,  t h a t  -is t h e  o b j e c t i v e .  

T h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  w h a t ' s  wrong w i t h  t h e  
economy o f  o u r  n a t i o n  t o d a y .  Everybody ' s  
t r y i n g  t o  maximize income i n s t e a d  of  b e i n g  
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  a modest  income and b e i n g  
concerned  w i t h  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  
and t h e i r  n e i g h b o r .  

So l o n g  as t h a t ' s  t h e  way c o r p o r a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e  is  s t r u c t u r e d ,  t h e n  t h e r e  is no 
b a r g a i n .  A s  t h e y  d e v e l o p  a t e c h n o l o g y  o r  
d e v e l o p  a way o f  making more money from t h e  
l a n d  t h a n  t h e y  c a n  by growing t i m b e r ,  t h a t ' s  
what t h e y ' l l  do !  

S t e e n :  There  w a s  a n o t h e r  l a w  t h a t  went t h r o u g h  
a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  comment i n  1976 ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
BLM O r g a n i c  A c t .  A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t ?  

Robinson:  Y e s ,  I a m .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  a d i s a s t e r ,  
and I t h o u g h t  w e  s h o u l d  b e  f i g h t i n g  i t ,  and 
t h e y  d i d n ' t  do i t .  

S t e e n :  There  w a s n ' t  much i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o  -o r  c o n .  
I d o n ' t  know why. 

Robinson:  I was aware o f  i t ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  
o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s - -

S t e e n :  I t  s t r i k e s  m e  as a hodge-podge o f  t h i n g s .  
The d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e  i n  t h a t  l a w  



-- 

is  much more comprehensive  and complex t h a n  i t  
is  i n  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  v e r s i o n .  F o r  wha tever  
r e a s o n .  

I d o n ' t  know who s u p p o r t e d  t h a t  i d e a  of  
g r e a t e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  
o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  h a s .  

Robinson:  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  j u s t  what i t  s a i d ,  b u t  I 
know t h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  l o b b y i s t s  on t h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  was t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e  was n o t  ambiguous--
t h a t  i t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  I i n t e r p r e t  
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  i n  t h e  M u l t i p l e  Use-Susta ined 
Y i e l d  Law t o  mean i n t e g r a t e d  m u l t i p l e  u s e s .  

You s e e ,  t h e  P u b l i c  Land Law Review 
Commission came o u t  w i t h  t h e i r  report--One T h i r d  
o f  t h e  N a t i o n ' s  Land.  i n  which t h e v  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  l e g i s l a t i o n - - t h e r e u  s h o u l d  b e  an 
a c t  o f  C o n g r e s s - - i n t e r p r e t i n g  m u l t i p l e  u s e  t o  
mean z o n i n g  and dominant  u s e  by zone a s  t h e y  i n -  
t e r p r e t  i t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  
I t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h r o u g h  o u r  Texas  s u i t .  

But t h a t  s t i l l  i s n ' t  r e s o l v e d !  They 
h a v e n ' t  g o t  t h a t  l aw.  They t r i e d  t o  get  i t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  O r g a n i c  A c t  o f  BLM, y e s .  

A l s o ,  t h e r e ' s  a p r o p o s a l  t o  do t h e  same 
t h i n g  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l a n d s  i n  t h e  w i l d l i f e  
r e f u g e s .  T h a t ' s  why we're f i g h t i n g  them i n  
F l o r i d a  on t h a t  o n e .  

S t e e n :  The l a s t  t i m e  w e  t a lked- -and  t h i s  was s i x  
months ago--you had been down on t h o s e  r e f u g e s ,  
and t h e y  were c l e a r c u t t i n g ?  

Robinson:  Yes!  They made t ree  fa rms  o u t  of  t h e  
f o r e s t  l a n d s  i n  t h e  w i l d l i f e  r e f u g e s .  

S t e e n :  I was a s k i n g  i f  you had any knowledge a t  
the  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  was u s i n g  t o  do t h i s .  Was 
t h i s  h a b i t a t  improvement? 



Robinson :  They had  no a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  I t ' s  j u s t  an  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n  on t h e i r  p a r t .  What 
t h e y  have  done  is t o  j u s t i f y  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  
t h e y  want  t o  d o  i n  terms o f  h a b i t a t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
f o r  some w i l d l i f e  on e a c h  r e f u g e .  T h e i r  p rog ram 
is i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  p rogram i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t ,  b u t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  t h e y  u s e  t o  describe 
i t  a n d  j u s t i f y  i t  is  in--

S t e e n :  I t ' s  s t r i c t l y  an  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r u l i n g ?  

Rob inson :  I t ' s  s imi l a r  t o  what  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
d o e s ,  b u t  i t ' s  j u s t  t h e y  t a l k  more a b o u t  w i l d -
l i f e  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  a w i l d l i f e  r e f u g e .  I t  amounts  
t o  e x a c t l y  t h e  same t h i n g  as i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t .  

T h i s  a g a i n  is i m p l e m e n t i n g  what  w a s  p r o p o s e d  
by A s p i n a l ' s  c o m m i t t e e  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Land Law 
Review Commission.  They want  t o  g a t h e r  a l l  o f  
t h e  p u b l i c l y  owned f o r e s t  l a n d s  a n d  make them 
i n t o  t ree  f a r m s .  

S t e e n :  Is t h e r e  more t h a t  you want  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  
F o r e s t  Management Ac t?  

Rob inson :  Oh! T h e r e  is s o m e t h i n g  more a b o u t  t h e  
F o r e s t  Management A c t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y .  You 
know, t h a t  act  is  ambiguous ,  a g a i n ,  as t o  t h e  
meaning  o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e .  I t h i n k  w e  h a v e  v e r y  
good g r o u n d s  t o  f o r c e  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  m u l t i p l e  u s e  u n d e r  t h a t  l a w .  

I t  s t a t e s ,  I b e l i e v e  s i x  t i m e s ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  management i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t ,  t h a t  i t  h a s  t o  be done  w i t h i n  t h e  con-
s t r a i n t s  o f  t h e  M u l t i p l e  U s e - S u s t a i n e d  Y i e l d  
Law. Owing t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  P u b l i c  Land 
Law Review Commission recommended t h a t  C o n g r e s s  
e n a c t  a l a w  d e f i n i n g  m u l t i p l e  u s e  t o  mean z o n i n g  
and  dominan t  u s e  i n s t e a d  o f  as t h e y  i n t e r p r e t  i t ,  
i t  means t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i t  d o e s n ' t  
mean t h a t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  means what  w e  t h i n k  
i t  means .  

I t  a l s o  means wha t  C o n g r e s s  meant  when t h e y  
p a s s e d  t h e  O r g a n i c  A c t  o f  1897. I t  means what  



t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  s a i d  i t  meant f o r  f i f t y  
years - - tha t  t hey  were managing t h e  f o r e s t  under 
t h a t  a c t !  I t h i n k  we s t i l l  have a chance of 
r e v e r s i n g  t h a t .  

S t e e n :  I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I guess  t h a t  t h e  b a t t l e  
keeps going on and t h e  t i d e  of v i c t o r y  ebbs and 
f lows f o r  whatever  s i d e  y o u ' r e  on .  

Robinson: But meantime t h e  t i m b e r ' s  be ing  r i p p e d  
o f f !  T h a t ' s  t h e  t h i n g ,  you s e e .  P a r t  of t h e  
s t r a t e g y  of t h e  t imber  i n d u s t r y  is  t o  j u s t  keep 
t h e  b a l l  r o l l i n g ,  because a s  long  a s  t h i s  t h i n g  
i s n ' t  f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d - - a s  long a s  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s e l l  more t imber  t han  can 
be s u s t a i n e d ,  why, t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  a l l  t hey  c a r e  
abou t .  

S t e e n :  The Redwood Pa rk ,  I g u e s s ,  was a d e f e a t  f o r  
t h e  f o r e s t  i n d u s t r i e s .  I t ' s  such a complex, 
long-term i s s u e  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know how we shou ld  
d i s c u s s  i t ,  s o  why d o n ' t  you s t a r t  w i t h  your  
involvement i n  i t ?  

Robinson: A l l  r i g h t .  When I went t o  work f o r  t h e  
c l u b  i n  1966,  Bob Golden asked me i f  I wanted 
t o  work f o r  Ed Wayburn o r  f o r  Dave Brower. He 
t o l d  me, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h a t  Brower had s a i d  I 
was t h e  on ly  f o r e s t e r  he would t r u s t .  I was 
a s t o n i s h e d ,  because I had never  met Brower. 
I d o n ' t  know how he e v e r  hea rd  of  me. 

Anyhow, t h a t  was a f a c t o r .  I had never  
hea rd  of Ed Wayburn. I d i d n ' t  know who he was. 
They s a i d ,  w e l l ,  h e ' s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
club--or h e ' s  a  board member--and h e ' s  t h e  
chairman of t h e  Redwoods Task Force ,  and h e ' s  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a redwood p a r k .  So I t hough t ,  
"I guess  I ' d  b e t t e r  work wi th  Wayburn because 
g e t t i n g  t h e  redwood pa rk  w i l l  employ t h e  s k i l l s  
t h a t  I ' m  s h a r p  on r i g h t  now, having worked wi th  
t h e  S .P .  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s .  

So we met Ed Wayburn, and t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  
they  wanted me t o  de te rmine  was whether t h e  
t imber  i n d u s t r y  was p r a c t i c i n g  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  
l i k e  t hey  s a i d ,  and i f  t h e  pa rk  would d e s t r o y  



t h e i r  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  p l a n s ,  o r  whe the r  t h e y ' r e  
j u s t  c u t t i n g  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  g o i n g  o u t  o f  
b u s i n e s s - - t h e  way t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  a lways  done 
i n  t h e  p a s t .  

I went t o  Eureka .  I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  a 
f r i e n d  of  mine by t h e  name o f  Guy Konnersman 
was t h e  f o r e s t e r  f o r  t h e  a s s e s s o r .  H e  co-
o p e r a t e d  w i t h  m e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  
w i t h o u t  v i o l a t i n g  c o n f i d e n c e s .  But you see,  
I had  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Company 
and had  gone w i t h  o u r  t a x  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  
meet t h e  coun ty  a s s e s s o r s  each  y e a r  i n  some 
t h i r t e e n  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  t h e  S . P .  Land Company 
owns t i m b e r l a n d  i n .  

So I knew what t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  p r o c e s s  is  
and how i t  works .  I was a b l e  t o  work back from 
t h e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  o f  t h e  l a n d  owned by t h e s e  
companies ,  and w i t h  some o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
Guy Konnersman gave  me as t o  t h e  v a l u e s  t h a t  
t h e y  u s e d ,  which is p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I c o u l d  
r e a d i l y  d e t e r m i n e  what  volume of  t i m b e r  t h e  
a s s e s s o r  t h o u g h t  w a s  on t h o s e  l a n d s .  

And t h e  a s s e s s o r  b a s e d  -h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  on a 
coun ty  c r u i s e .  I t  w a s  done by Hamrnon, J e n s e n ,  
and Wallen j u s t  a few y e a r s  b e f o r e .  I remembered 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some c o n t r o v e r s y  a b o u t  t h e  c r u i s e .  
The t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i f  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  
t o  g e t  a f u l l  a c c u r a t e  c r u i s e ,  t h e y  ough t  t o  g e t  
a change i n  t h e  t a x  l a w .  

I found t h a t  t h e y  had l i k e  t w e l v e  y e a r s  t o  
go and twen ty  y e a r s  t o  g o ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  
T h e y ' r e  n o t  p r a c t i c i n g  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d .  [Laughs] 
I e s t i m a t e d  how many y e a r s  t h e y  had t o  go w i t h  
t h e  p a r k  as p r o p o s e d ,  and how many y e a r s  t o  go 
w i t h o u t  i t ,  and what volume of  t i m b e r  t h e y  h a d ,  
and p u t  t h i s  t o g e t h e r  i n  a r e p o r t .  

Mike McCloskey t o o k  i t  t o  Washington.  H e ' d  
s i m p l y  a t t a c h e d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  I w r o t e  [ S e e  
Appendix Fl t o  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t h a t  h e  made f o r  
t h e  committee-- the I n t e r i o r  Committee hea r ing- -  
on  t h e  redwood p a r k .  



A t  t h e  t i m e ,  I was w i t h  Ed Z 1 b u r g ' s  
commit tee  on a  t o u r  c o n c e r n i n g  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s  
i n  N o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  A l o t  o f  p e o p l e  had 
been compla in ing  a b o u t  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  F o r e s t  
P r a c t i c e  A c t  t o  p r o t e c t  f o r e s t  l a n d s ,  and he  
wanted t o  know what t h i s  was a l l  a b o u t ,  s o  w e  
s t o p p e d  a t  Benbow I n n ,  and w e  had  a  m e e t i n g  
t h e r e .  

I t  w a s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  P a u l  Zinke was defend-
i n g  t h e  t i m b e r . i n d u s t r y l s  c l e a r c u t t i n g  on t h e  
g rounds  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  c a u s i n g  t h i s  s o i l  
e r o s i o n  and  was n o t  g o i n g  t o  r e d u c e  [ l a u g h s ]  
t h e  growing c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d .  God Almighty!  
Those p e o p l e  a r e  t e r r i b l e .  

S t e e n :  H e ' s  a p r o f e s s o r  a t  B e r k e l e y ?  

Robinson:  P r o f e s s o r  of  f o r e s t  i n f l u e n c e s .  The n e x t  
morning,  I came down t o  t h e  lobby  o f  t h e  h o t e l  
f o r  b r e a k f a s t ,  and h e r e  w a s  Gene H o f s t e d ,  -r e d  
-as  a b e e t  and r e a d y  t o  t e a r  m e  a l l  a p a r t ,  l imb  
by i i m b l a u g h s l - - h e  had j u s t  f lown back  from 
Washington,  where h e ' d  h e a r d  Mike McCloskey 
p r e s e n t  t h i s  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  I ' d  ga the red- -  

S t e e n :  .Who's Gene H o f s t e d ?  

Robinson:  H e ' s  f o r e s t e r  f o r  Arcata N a t i o n a l .  H e  
a c c u s e d  m e  o f  g e t t i n g  secret i n f o r m a t i o n - -
c o n f i d e n t i a l  informat ion-- f rom t h e  a s s e s s o r ,  
and h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  have  m e  k i c k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  
S o c i e t y  o f  American F o r e s t e r s  f o r  u n e t h i c a l  
c o n d u c t .  

A l l  I c o u l d  s a y  was ,  "Gee, I must have  
come p r e t t y  c l o s e !  ' ' [Laughs] W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  
t h e  way i t  w e n t .  

S t e e n :  I remember t h a t  e p i s o d e  a b o u t  t h e  SAF. I 
d o n ' t  know how f a r  i t  g o t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was some 
d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  you were  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  SAF 
code of c o n d u c t .  

Robinson:  I t  w a s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t h o u g h t  I had s t o l e n  
t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  and I d i d n ' t .  I t  w a s  s i m p l y  
worked back  from t h e  a s s e s s o r ' s  r e c o r d .  [Laughsl 



A s  f a r  as e t h i c s  is c o n c e r n e d ,  my w i f e  
t h i n k s  tha t - -and  I t h i n k  t h a t  s h e ' s  q u i t e  r i g h t - -  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s  means you s c r a t c h  my back  and 
I '  11 s c r a t c h  y o u r s ;  my p r o f e s s i o n  r i g h t  o r  wrong. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  I showed t h a t  t h e  
volume o f  t i m b e r  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p a r k  w a s  e q u a l  
t o  t h e  amount o f  E m b e r  c u t  i n  Humboldt and D e l  
N o r t e  c o u n t i e s  i n  a b o u t  two y e a r s .  So t h a t  if 
t h e y  a r e  p r a c t i c i n g  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d ,  as t h e y  
s a y  t h e y  are i n  t h e  county-- then t h e  l o s s  o f  
t h i s  t i m b e r  would b e  no more t h a n  t h e  e r r o r  o f  
estimate of  t h e  q u a n t i t y  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  c u t  u n d e r  
s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d .  [see ~ p p e n d i ~  K] 


I f  you have  a hundred-year  r o t a t i o n  and you 
l o s e  a two-year  s u p p l y ,  you c a n ' t  even come t h a t  
c l o s e  i n  e s t i m a t i n g  how much y o u ' v e  g o t .  SOT 
t h o u g h t  it w a s  i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l  i n  terms o f  i ts  
impact  on t h e  economy. T h a t ' s  s t i l l  t r u e .  

I a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  
had o n l y  a b o u t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  t o  go  i n  Humboldt 
County b e f o r e  t h e y ' r e  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d  c a p a c i t y  of  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  p l u s  
wha tever  p u l p  t h e y  c a n  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  young 
second-growth s t a n d s .  s 


S t e e n :  Did t h e y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c h a l l e n g e  t h e s e  
estimates o f  y o u r s ?  

Robinson:  No, t h e y  n e v e r  d i d .  The o n l y  c h a l l e n g e  
t o  t h o s e  f i g u r e s  w a s  t h a t  I had  c o n f u s e d  Korbel  
w i t h  Klamath;  I s a i d  someth ing  a b o u t  S i m p s o n ' s  
M i l l  a t  K o r b e l - - a c t u a l l y  i t  w a s  t h e  one  a t  
Klamath.  So t h e y  made a b i g  f u s s  o v e r  that--how 
careless I w a s  and m i s l e a d i n g  t h e  p u b l i c .  
[Laughs]  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  f a u l t  t h e y  found i n  i t  

No, I have  n e v e r  been c h a l l e n g e d  d i r e c t l y  
on a n y t h i n g  t h a t  I have  done f o r  t h e  C l u b ,  
e x c e p t  t h a t  one  p o i n t ,  t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  That  
makes m e  t h i n k  I ' v e  been t o o  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  

S t e e n :  Were you i n v o l v e d  a t  a l l  a t  t h e  a p p a r e n t  
c o n f l i c t - - a t  l eas t  i n  s t r a t egy- -be tween  Save  
t h e  Redwoods League and t h e  S i e r r a  Club? 



Robinson:  Yes! Y e s .  

S t e e n :  Which I g u e s s  w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t t e r  a t  t i m e s .  

Robinson : Y e s .  

S t e e n :  They have  s o r t  o f  k i s s e d  and made up now, but - -

Robinson:  What happened--you know, i n  1 9 6 4 ,  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Geograph ic  S o c i e t y  gave  $50,000 t o  t h e  
Department  o f  t h e .  I n t e r i o r  t o  conduc t  a s t u d s  
f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  where w e  might  l o c a t e  a redwood 
n a t i o n a l  p a r k .  

One o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  Save  t h e  Redwoods 
League when i t  w a s  founded ,  b a c k  i n  1917,  w a s  
t o  promote  a redwood n a t i o n a l  p a r k ,  and t h e y  
n e v e r  d i d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  They formed a 
d e t e n t e  w i t h  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y ,  whereby t h e  
i n d u s t r y  would s e t  a s i d e  c e r t a i n  l a n d s  t h a t  t h e  
P a r k  S e r v i c e  wanted  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k s ,  and 
s t r i p s  a l o n g  t h e  h ighways .  They a g r e e d  t o  wi th -
h o l d  i t  from sa le  u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  as i t  would 
b e  m u t u a l l y  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  s e l l  i t .  

The Save  t h e  Redwoods League l o b b i e d  t h e  
s t a t e  t o  g e t  ma tch ing  f u n d s ,  and t h a t  s o r t  of 
t h i n g .  So t h a t ' s  how t h e y  were r o u n d i n g  o u t  
t h e  p a r k s .  

The t h i n g  is  t h a t  n o t h i n g  had been  done 
a b o u t  a redwood n a t i o n a l  p a r k ,  and t i m e  w a s  
r u n n i n g  o u t ,  s o  t h e y  wanted t h i s  s t u d y .  I d o n ' t  
know who promoted t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  where t h e y  
w e n t .  So  t h e y  came o u t  w i t h  a b r o c h u r e  recomrnend- 
i n g  a redwood n a t i o n a l  p a r k  i n  Redwood Creek ,  
p l u s  t h e  s t u f f  i n  M i l l  Creek i n  D e l  Norte County.  

There  w a s  a bunch o f  l a n d  a round  t h e r e  i n  
M i l l  C reek ,  which would b e  a l o g i c a l  e x t e n s i o n  
of  t h e  J e d e d i a h  Smith  S t a t e  P a r k .  The i d e a  
w a s  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  money t o  p u r c h a s e  t h a t  l a n d  
as a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  J e d e d i a h  Smi th  S t a t e  P a r k ,  
which would remain  u n d e r  s t a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

But P r a i r i e  Creek S t a t e  P a r k  would become 
p a r t  o f  t h e  redwood n a t i o n a l  p a r k .  The t i m b e r  



i n d u s t r y  f l e w  i n t o  a r a g e  a t  t h e  announcement 
of  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  and i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e y  
caucused  and d e c i d e d  t o  t h r o w  t h e i r  l i t t l e  
b r o t h e r  t o  t h e  wolves  b e c a u s e ,  you s e e ,  t h e  
Redwood Creek area w a s  owned by t h r e e  n a t i o n a l  
corpora t ions- -Simpson Timber Company, G e o r g i a  
P a c i f i c ,  which is  now L o u i s i a n a  P a c i f i c ,  and 
Arcata N a t i o n a l ,  which i s  a Weyerhaueser  
i n t e r e s t .  I t  i s n ' t  p a r t  of  t h e  Weyerhaueser  
Company, b u t  t h e  chai rman o f  t h e  b o a r d  o f  
d i r e c t o r s  is C .  D a v i s  Weyerhaueser ,  w h o ' s  o f  
t h e  f a m i l y .  

But t h e  owners o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d  i n  
Del  N o r t e  County w a s  M i l l e r - R e l l i m ,  a . r e l a t i v e l y  
s m a l l  l o c a l  o u t f i t .  So t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  th row 
him t o  t h e  w o l v e s ,  you see.  They t a l k e d  Newton 
Drury i n t o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  redwood n a t i o n a l  p a r k  
i n  M i l l  C reek ,  and d r o p p i n g  t h e  Redwood Creek 
a r e a .  

Ed Wayburn w a s  f u r i o u s  a b o u t  t h i s !  
H e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h e  P a r k  
S e r v i c e ' s  recommendation.  The b o a r d  of  d i r e c t o r s  
o f  t h e  S i e r r a  Club agreed w i t h  him, and w e  went 
t o  b a t  f o r  t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e .  Meanwhile,  a few 
members--I g u e s s  Dick Leonard ,  who was a l s o  a 
member o f  t h e  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  Save  t h e  
Redwoods League,  b r o k e  w i t h  u s  on t h a t ,  and h e  
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  w a s  an e r r o r .  

There  w a s  no open r e b e l l i o n  by anybody-- 
h e  w a s  l o y a l  t o  t h e  c l u b  b u t  h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
w e  s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  Newton D r u r y .  But w e  d i d n ' t  
do i t  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  w e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  Newton 
Drury  had been sucked  i n  by t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  
and w a s  making a m i s t a k e .  While  w e  r e g r e t t e d  
i t  and had g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  -h i m - - s t i l l  do--
w e  j u s t  t h o u g h t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r k  w a s  i m p o r t a n t .  

I s a i d  "we"--I w a s  more o r  less i m p a r t i a l  
i n  t h e  t h i n g ,  p e r s o n a l l y .  

S t e e n :  Were you i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  b a s i c  s t r a t e g i e s  
o r  o n l y  a s  a f o r e s t r y  c o n s u l t a n t  on s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d ?  

Robinson:  I was j u s t  a f o r e s t r y  c o n s u l t a n t .  



S t e e n :  But you must have  s a t  i n  on some o f  t h e  
s e s s i o n s .  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s ,  s u r e .  I c e r t a i n l y  s u p p o r t e d  
t h e  p r o p o s a l .  I wanted b o t h  f o r  p a r k s .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  see why w e  c o u l d n ' t  do  both--and I 
t h i n k  w e  c o u l d  have  i f  i t  h a d n ' t  been f o r  t h e  
Vietnam War and Johnson ,  who t r i e d  t o  have  guns  
and b u t t e r  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  H e  began t r y i n g  
t o  r e d u c e  t h e  f e d e r a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  t o  a b a r e  
minimum. 

S t e e n :  Were t h e r e  o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  problem a r e a s  
t h a t  were n e g l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  S i e r r a  Club w a s  
f o c u s i n g  on redwood p a r k ?  We've t a l k e d  a b o u t  
t h i s  before--how t h e  S i e r r a  Club d e t e r m i n e d  i t s  
t a r g e t  problem and how y o u ' r e  a s s i g n e d .  

Obvious ly  a l o t  o f  e n e r g y  went i n t o  t h e  
p a r k  b a t t l e ,  a t  t h e  expense  o f  o t h e r  t h i n g s  
t h a t  would have  o r d i n a r i l y  r e c e i v e d  a t t e n t i o n ,  
had you n o t  been working on t h e  redwoods.  

Robinson:  P a r t  of  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b ' s  s t r a t e g y  is t o  
p u t  a h i g h  p r i o r i t y  on i s s u e s  t h a t  have  wide  
p o p u l a r  a p p e a l ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a t t r a c t  members and 
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c l u b  f o r  t a k i n g  care o f  t h e s e  
o t h e r  p r o j e c t s .  

Le t  m e  come back t o  what might  have  been 
n e g l e c t e d .  You s e e ,  most o f  t h e  work o f  t h e  
c l u b  is  done by t h e  g r o u p s  and t h e  c h a p t e r s  
and t h e  v o l u n t e e r s .  We a t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
o n l y  do t h o s e  t h i n g s  which t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  
are u n a b l e  t o  do  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  

We d o n ' t  even  know what t h e y ' r e  a l l  d o i n g .  
T h e r e  are j u s t  t o o  many t h i n g s  g o i n g  o n .  No 
one  p e r s o n  knows a l l  t h e  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  t h e  c l u b  
is working o n .  We j u s t  c o o r d i n a t e  as t o  p o l i c y  
and p u r p o s e  and t h e n  i t ' s  e v e r y  man f o r  h i m s e l f .  

We f i g h t  l i k e  t h e  I n d i a n s  d i d  d u r i n g  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n ,  I g u e s s .  Much t o  t h e  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  
of  o u r  o p p o n e n t s .  T h e y ' r e  n e v e r  g o i n g  t o  f i n d  
o u t  who t o  t a l k  t o .  [ L a u g h t e r ]  , 



S t e e n :  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  redwood p a r k  con t rove r sy  
is i n  two p i e c e s :  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a r k  and t h e  
r e c e n t  a d d i t i o n s .  Is i t  a l l  one s t r u g g l e ?  

Robinson: I t h i n k  i t ' s  a l l  one s t r u g g l e .  Ed Wayburn 
has  been t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t r a t e g i s t  i n  t h i s  t h i n g .  
He ' s  r e a l l y  been m a g n i f i c e n t .  He has  more t o  
h i s  c r e d i t  t han  any l i v i n g  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  I 
t h i n k ,  i n  terms of a r e a s  p r e s e r v e d .  

I would have dropped i t  myse l f .  I d i d n ' t  
th ink- tha t  expanding t h e  pa rk  would be  worth 
t h e  s t r u g g l e .  But t hey  g o t  m e  i nvo lved ,  and I 
went up and looked a t  i t  and found t h a t  t h e r e  
was more t h e r e  t han  I thought  t h e r e  was. I 
thought  t h e y ' d  c u t  most of  i t ,  from f l y i n g  over  
i t ,  you know. 

Well ,  t hey  -had j u s t  complete ly  wiped o u t  
t h a t  whole e a s t  s l o p e  of redwood t r e e s  t h a t  
belonged t o  Arca ta  N a t i o n a l - - t h e r e ' s  ha rd ly  
anyth ing  l e f t .  T h a t ,  t o  me, w a s  t h e  impor tan t  
t h i n g  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  i n  t h e  p a r k ,  because t h a t  
was an example of t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from t h e  open 
g r a s s l a n d s  and p r a i r i e s  th rough  Douglas f i r  and 
o c c a s i o n a l  redwood, down t o  redwood f o r e s t .  

S t e e n :  There was q u i t e  a con t rove r sy  ove r  t h e  widen- 
i n g  of Highway 1 0 1  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s .  I was 
i n  S e a t t l e  a t  t h e  t ime;  I ' d  never  s e e n  t h e  
redwoods and I c o u l d n ' t  unders tand  what t h e  
problem was. I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  how rugged t h e  
t e r r a i n  was--a f u l l  bench c u t  f o r  a f o u r  l a n e  
highway is a b i g  c u t .  

Robinson: That c u t  t h a t  t hey  made i n  Humboldt Redwood 
S t a t e  P a r k ,  I unde r s t and ,  is t h e  h i g h e s t  highway 
c u t  i n  t h e  wor ld ;  800 f e e t  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ?  Absolute  t r e n c h  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle  of 
t h a t  p a r k !  That  p i s s e d  o f f  t h e  R o c k e f e l l e r s  t o  
where t hey  p u t  o u t  p l e n t y  f o r  t h i s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
b a t t l e .  

A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  i t  w a s  t h a t  and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Save t h e  Redwoods League d i d n ' t  
have money enough t o  a c q u i r e  Cuneo Creek and 
a l l  t h a t .  The t imber  i n d u s t r y  logged t h a t  i n  



s p i t e  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t  o f  Save  t h e  Redwoods League,  
and t h i s  l e d  t o  a f l o o d  t h a t  wiped o u t  someth ing  
l i k e  20 p e r c e n t  of t h e  t rees t h a t  t h e  R o c k e f e l l e r s  
had bought  and d o n a t e d  t o  t h a t  p a r k .  T h a t ' s  why 
t h a t  young R o c k e f e l l e r  worked s o  h a r d  on t h a t  
l a w s u i t  i n  West V i r g i n i a .  H e  p u t s  up a l o t  o f  
money f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n .  

I ' m  n o t  supposed t o  make t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  
p u b l i c ,  I g u e s s ,  b u t  [ l a u g h s ] - -

S t e e n :  You can  p u l l  any o f  t h a t  o u t  t h a t  you f e e l  
s h o u l d n ' t  b e  r e l e a s e d ,  when you go o v e r  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t .  

Robinson:  I ' m  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d n ' t  , 

b e  secre ts .  

S t e e n :  I a g r e e .  Some p e o p l e  are a w f u l l y  n e r v o u s .  
I suppose  i f  you have  a l o t  o f  money o r  w h a t e v e r ,  
you worry  a b o u t  b e i n g  s u e d .  O r d i n a r y  f o l k s  d o n ' t  
worry  a b o u t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t r y  y o u r  d a r n e d e s t ,  
y o u ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  g e t  v e r y  much. We, i n  o u r  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  p rogram,  r u n  i n t o  a l o t  o f  s e n s i t i v i t y .  

Robinson:  I know you d o .  You t o l d  me t h a t  be fo re - -  
b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  secrets .  

S t e e n :  G e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  p a r k ,  is t h e r e  any 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s u b s t a n c e  t o  t h e  a n t i - p a r k  
argument  a b o u t  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s ?  They bought  
t h e  land-- they went t h r o u g h  some l e g a l  p r o c e s s  
and t h e y  pay t a x e s  on i t .  They have  t o  i n -
v o l u n t a r i l y  g i v e  i t  u p ,  even though t h e y ' r e  
b e i n g  compensated f o r  i t - - a p p a r e n t l y  a t  f a i r  
marke t  v a l u e .  

Is t h e r e  some p h i l o s o p h i c a l  o b j e c t i o n  t o  
what happened i n  t h e  t a k i n g  of  t h e  l a n d ,  t o  u s e  
t h e  r h e t o r i c  o f  t h e  a n t i - p a r k  forces- -and where 
do you draw t h e  l i n e  i n  a democracy i n  t h i s  
whole i s s u e ?  Are t h e  redwoods t h e m s e l v e s  
i m p o r t a n t  enough t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p r e c e d e n t - -  
t a k i n g  l a n d  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n - - o r  was- i t  a 
p r e c e d e n t ?  

Robinson:  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  w a s  a p r e c e d e n t  and I 



I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a n y t h i n g  wrong w i t h  i t .  
t h i n k  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  t h e  e r r o r  was made l o n g  
a g o ,  when w e  c a r r i e d  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m  
a l t o g e t h e r  t o o  f a r .  

I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  have  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  do w h a t e v e r  t h e y  p l e a s e  w i t h  t h e i r  
l a n d .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  p e o p l e  have  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  d e s t r o y  l a n d  t h e  way t h a t  t h e y  do i n  t h e  
l o g g i n g  up t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anyone s h o u l d  
b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  do  t h a t .  

I d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  how i t  is p e o p l e  can  
t a k e  money from t h e  s t a t e  t o  g e t  an  e d u c a t i o n  
i n  f o r e s t r y  and t h e n  make a c a r e e r  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  
t h e  v e r y  f o r e s t  l a n d  t h a t  t h e y ' v e  been t a u g h t  
how t o  manage. I ' m  i n c e n s e d  a t  t h e  whole 
p r o f e s s i o n .  

S t e e n :  Almost a l l  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  have  been  
r e s e r v e d  from p u b l i c  l a n d s .  

Robinson:  U n t i l  w i t h  t h e  P t .  Reyes N a t i o n a l  S e a s h o r e  
and t h e  Redwood P a r k .  

S t e e n :  R i g h t - - t h i s  was o n e  o f  t h e  arguments  t h a t  
was advanced :  t h a t  t h i s  is a v e r y  dangerous  
p r e c e d e n t .  But you o b v i o u s l y  d o n ' t  a c c e p t  t h i s .  

Robinson:  I d o n ' t  a c c e p t  t h a t ,  no.  P h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,  
I t h i n k  t h a t  i n  a democracy w e  have  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  change t h e  r u l e s ,  and--

S t e e n :  Can w e  make an  ana logy  t h a t  w e  Americans 
would b e  i n c e n s e d  i f  t h e  E g y p t i a n s  w e r e  t o  
g r i n d  up t h e  pyramids  f o r  c h i c k e n  g r i t  o r  
s o m e t h i n g ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  owned t h e  pyramids .  
We would s a y  t h e y  b e l o n g  t o  a l l  o f  mankind. 
A r e  t h e  redwoods a n a l o g o u s  i n  t h a t  sense--

Robinson:  Indeed t h e y  a r e .  

S t e e n :  - - t h a t  t h e y  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  wor ld  and n o t  t o  
C a l i f o r n i a  o r  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  o r  t h e  P a r k  
S e r v i c e ,  is  tha t - -?  

Robinson:  I a g r e e ,  y e s .  



S t e e n :  Because t h e y  are s o  un ique  t h a t  t h e r e  is  t h a t  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  do t h a t .  

Robinson:  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we even need  t h a t  j u s t i f i -  
c a t i o n .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  r i g h t .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  ' s c lear .  

S t e e n :  T h a t ' s  k i n d  o f  t h e  f e e l i n g  I have  a b o u t  t h e  
redwoods.  I w o u l d n ' t  f a v o r  t h e  same k i n d  of  
s t r a t e g y ,  s a y ,  f o r  a s t a n d  of  l o d g e p o l e  p i n e  
i n  Montana. To m e  t h e  redwoods a r e  t h a t  unique-- 
t h e r e ' s  s o  few o f  them l e f t  i n  s u c h  a small 
g e o g r a p h i c  area.  

Anyway, t h i s  is your  i n t e r v i e w ;  n o t  mine.  
However, I w a s  j u s t  wonder ing  a b o u t  t h e  arguments  
t h a t  v a r i o u s  s i d e s  p u t  up-- jobs v e r s u s  r e c r e a t i o n  
and a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  i s s u e s .  Which o n e s  are  
l e g i t i m a t e ?  

Robinson:  The leas t  i m p r e s s i v e  argument  is  t h e  p r i v a t e  
p r o p e r t y  o n e .  I t ' s  been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  I t h i n k ,  
t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  w e  can  a c q u i r e  
p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e r e ' s  
j u s t  r e m u n e r a t i o n .  

A s  a matter o f  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  p e o p l e  
g e t  p a i d  a l t o g e t h e r  t o o  much i n  t h e i r  j u s t  
compensa t ion .  I t h o u g h t  w e  ough t  t o  s u e  t h e  
Department  o f  J u s t i c e  o r  a t  l eas t  i n t e r v e n e  i n  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  case i n  t h e  f i r s t  redwood 
p a r k  b i l l .  

S t e e n :  T h i s  w a s  -one o f  t h e  arguments  u s e d  a g a i n s t  
e x p a n s i o n - - t h i s  was t h e  most e x p e n s i v e  p a r k  i n  
h i s t o r y  and had t h e  l eas t  u s e ,  and s o  t h e  d o l l a r  
p e r  u s e r  w a s  n o t  j u s t i f i e d .  

Robinson:  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  d i s h o n e s t y  i n  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h a t .  

S t e e n :  A r e  you s a t i s f i e d  now w i t h  t h e  b a s i c  geometry  
o f  t h e  p a r k ,  o r  do you t h i n k  i t  needs  t o  b e  
e n l a r g e d  i n  c e r t a i n  w a t e r s h e d s ,  and is i t  wor th  
g o i n g  a f t e r  s t i l l  more? You s a i d  you w e r e  
s u r p r i s e d  Wayburn c o n t i n u e d  o n .  

Robinson : Y e s .  



S t e e n :  You w o u l d n ' t  h a v e ,  would you? A r e  t h e r e  
more b a t t l e s  t o  b e  f o u g h t  up t h e r e ?  

Robinson:  Yes, t h e r e  a r e .  

S t e e n :  I t ' s  n o t  o v e r  t h e n .  

Robinson:  No, i t ' s  n o t  o v e r .  [Laughs]  

S t e e n :  Do you want t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  p a r k ?  
S p e c i f i c a l l y  your  r o l e  i n  i t ?  I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  
p r o b a b l y  enough documenta t ion  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  
w r i t e  a f u l l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y .  

Robinson:  Oh, y e s .  You a s k e d  m e  f o r  my comments 
on  some of  t h e  o t h e r  a rguments  a g a i n s t  t h e  
p a r k ,  l i k e  j o b s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  a rguments  
a b o u t  t h a t  a r e  a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  f a l s e .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  h a s  no  concern  whatso-
e v e r  f o r  t h e  long- range  employment of  t h e i r  
p e r s o n n e l .  A s  soon  a s  t h e y ' v e  c u t  t h e  t i m b e r  
t h a t ' s  l e f t ,  t h e y ' l l  f i r e  them, and t h a t ' l l  b e  
t h e  end  of i t .  They 've  a lways  done t h a t .  

They p u t  up t h a t  argument  mere ly  t o  g e t  a s  
much p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  f o r  o p p o s i n g  
t h e  p a r k .  But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  r e a l l y  opposed 
t h e  e x p a n s i o n .  

I went t o  Washington a s  spokesman f o r  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club on t h e  f i r s t  h e a r i n g s  we had on 
t h i s  b i l l  t o  expand t h e  p a r k .  That  was i n  
March l a s t  y e a r ,  I g u e s s .  I t  was a h e a r i n g  
conduc ted  by P h i l l i p  B u r t o n .  I saw John M i l e s ,  
who was t h e  f o r e s t e r  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  

A l l  t h e s e  f o r e s t e r s  f o r  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  
were t h e r e  making t h e i r  a rguments .  They were 
a l l  s o  p l e a s e d  t o  see m e  and cord ia l - -you  
w o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t !  Shake hands  a l l  a r o u n d  
and happy and s t u f f .  W e l l ,  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h o s e  
p e o p l e  have  a c t e d  l i k e  t h e y  h a t e d  my g u t s ,  and 
I wondered what t h e  h e l l  was g o i n g  o n .  They 
c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  o b j e c t  t o  t h i s  p a r k  e x p a n s i o n .  
T h e y ' r e  n o t  e m o t i o n a l l y  [ l a u g h s ]  o b j e c t i n g  t o  
i t  anyway, o r  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  have  been  s o  
p l e a s a n t  t o  m e .  



I f i g u r e d  r i g h t  t h e n  t h a t  w e  were g o i n g  
t o  g e t  t h e  p a r k  e x p a n s i o n  and t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  
is  m e r e l y  b a r g a i n i n g  t o  get  as much money as 
t h e y  c a n .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what happened.  
I t h i n k  t h a t  when T i p  O 1 N e i l  w i thdrew t h e  t h i n g  
f o r  p o s t p o n i n g  t h e  v o t e  on t h e  b i l l  l a s t  f a l l  
ti1 e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r ,  h e  w a s  d o i n g  t h a t  o n l y  a t  
t h e  r e q u e s t  of  t h e  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  t o  g i v e  them 
t i m e  t o  c o n t r i v e  some t r a n s a c t i o n s  t h a t  would 
b e  u s e d  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i g h  p r i c e s .  

R i g h t  now, t h e r e ' s  a n o t h e r  b a t t l e  s h a p i n g  
up o v e r  t h e  v a l u e s .  

S t e e n :  I d o n ' t  know when t h e  a c t u a l  p r i c e  w i l l  b e  
d e t e r m i n e d ,  b u t  by t h e  p r e s s  release Arcata 
N a t i o n a l  s e n t  o u t ,  t h e y  g o t  t h e i r  f i r s t  $60 
m i l l i o n  payment.  I g u e s s  t h a t  w a s  t o  g e t  t h e  
b a l l  r o l l i n g - - b u t  t h e  t o t a l  amount is  still--

Robinson:  Oh, t h e y  f i l e d  s u i t  a g a i n s t - - I  d o n ' t  know 
who t h e y  sued--but  t h e y  f i l e d  s u i t  t h e  day 
a f t e r  t h e  b i l l  w a s  s i g n e d - - a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h o s e  
companies did--on t h e  g rounds  t h a t  Congress  
d i d n ' t  a p p r o p r i a t e  enough money. 

S t e e n :  I t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g  when e x p e r t s  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  
e x p e r t s .  F o r  example ,  t h e  e r o s i o n  c o n t r o v e r s y  
and w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  l o g g i n g  c a u s e s  e r o s i o n - -
s o i l  s c i e n t i s t s  claim it d o e s  and s o i l  s c i e n t i s t s  
claim i t  d o e s n ' t .  

Robinson:  The t r u t h  o f  t h e  matter is c lear .  [See  
Appendix GI  The s o i l  s c i e n t i s t s  who w e r e  s a y i n g  
i t  d o e s n ' t  c a u s e  damage w e r e  f a k i n g  i t .  Those 
are j u s t  p a i d  l i a r s .  I know t h a t .  I f  you know 
Janda--

S t e e n :  No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know any o f  t h e  cast  
o f  c h a r a c t e r s .  

Robinson:  I see.  Wel l ,  Dick J a n d a  works f o r  t h e  
Department  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  
S u r v e y ,  i n  Menlo P a r k .  H e ' s  been  c o n d u c t i n g  
s t u d i e s  up t h e r e  f o r  t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  f o r  a 
number o f  y e a r s .  H e ' s  o b j e c t i v e  and h o n e s t ,  
a n d ,  as a matter of f a c t ,  h e ' s  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  



H e ' s  t a k e n  m e  down p e r s o n a l l y  a number o f  t i m e s  
f o r  b e i n g  an  e x t r e m i s t  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  
I ' v e  t a k e n .  I d o n ' t  know why--I c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  
i t .  

H e ' s  a f r a i d  of  l o s i n g  h i s  j o b ,  t o o .  H e  
w a s  a w i t n e s s  i n  o u r  l a w s u i t ,  you know, t o  t r y  
t o  s t o p  t h e  l o g g i n g  i n  t h e r e .  We s u e d  t h e  P a r k  
S e r v i c e  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  implement t h a t  p r o v i s i o n  
t h a t  gave  them t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r e g u l a t e  l o g g i n g  
on t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  H e  was a  w i t n e s s  f o r  t h e  
P a r k  S e r v i c e .  

Our a t t o r n e y s  had t a l k e d  t o  him, and h e  
s a i d  some v e r y  good t h i n g s  p r i v a t e l y ,  b u t  t h e n  
when h e  g o t  on t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a n d ,  h e  c o n t r a d i c t e d  
h i m s e l f .  So t h a t  t e l l s  you t h a t  t h e  m a n ' s  
o b j e c t i v e  as h e  knows how t o  b e  and i s  a f r a i d  
o f  t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h ,  and s t i l l ,  h e  t o t a l l y  
d e s t r o y s  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  is  p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  
p e o p l e  h i r e d  by i n d u s t r y .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  
shows you where t h e  t r u t h  is .  

S t e e n i  L e t ' s  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e  A c t .  
I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  i ts  own r i g h t  b u t  is  
c e r t a i n l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  need f o r  a p a r k  o r  
no-need f o r  a p a r k .  One o f  t h e  arguments  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r k  i s  t h a t  most o f  t h e  good 
redwoods a r e  a l r e a d y  i n  s t a t e  p a r k s ,  and w e  
have  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e  A c t  t h a t  
p r o t e c t s  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  redwood e c o s y s t e m .  
You d o n ' t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ,  I ' m  s u r e .  

Robinson:  Oh, no!  Would you l i k e  t o  know my r o l e  
i n  t h e  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e  Act? One o f  t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g s  I d i d  f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  Club a f t e r  s t a r t i n g  
t o  work w i t h  them was t o  comment on t h e  F o r e s t  
P r a c t i c e  Act f o r  Ed Z ' b e r g ' s  commit tee  and t h e  
h e a r i n g  t h e y  had i n  G i a n n i n i  H a l l  i n  B e r k e l e y .  
T h i s  must have  been a b o u t  1967.  

I s i m p l y  s a i d  t h a t  w e ' v e  had t h i s  F o r e s t  
P r a c t i c e  A c t  now f o r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  and I 
t h i n k  t h a t  w e  can  d e c l a r e  i t  a t o t a l  f a i l u r e ,  
and e x p l a i n e d  my r e a s o n s .  I t  was a  b r i e f  
s t a t e m e n t .  T h i s  made t h e  p r e s s .  



The p r e s i d e n t  of  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a p e r  
Company c a l l e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  S o u t h e r n  
P a c i f i c  Company, M r .  D .  J .  R u s s e l l ,  and s a i d ,  
" C a n ' t  you s h u t  him up?!" [Laughs]  And M r .  
R u s s e l l  s a y s ,  "Well, w e  c o u l d n ' t  s h u t  him up 
when he  worked f o r  u s .  What t h e  h e l l  do you 
e x p e c t  u s  t o  do a b o u t  i t  -now?!" They had f i r e d  
m e ,  you know. 

S t e e n :  Y e s .  

Robinson:  I ' d  f o u g h t  t h a t  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e  A c t  from 
t h e  t i m e  t h e y ' d  a d o p t e d  t h e  t h i n g ,  from t h e  
S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c ' s  p o i n t  o f  v iew.  T h a t ' s  
n o t h i n g  new. 

Sometime l a t e r  Z ' b e r g  had a f i e l d  t r i p .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  o n e  i n  which H o f s t e d  a c c o s t e d  m e  i n  
t h e  Benbow I n n .  On t h a t  f i e l d  t r i p ,  w e  went 
up and l o o k e d  a t  some a t r o c i o u s  l o g g i n g  a l o n g  
t h e  c o a s t .  John C a l l a g h a n  was t a g g i n g  a l o n g ,  
t r y i n g  t o  c o n v i n c e  Z ' b e r g  of  t h e  adequacy o f  
t h e  p r e s e n t  r u l e s  i n  t h e  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e  A c t .  

We were . i n  a  canyon-- I 've  f o r g o t t e n  where 
i t  was now, b u t  t h e r e  was ' t h i s  s t e e p  s l o p e .  
Some guy had gone on w i t h  a  - t r a c t o r ,  u s e d  a  
b u l l d o z e r  b l a d e ,  and made h o r i z o n t a l  p a t h s  abou t  
e v e r y  f i f t y  f e e t  a l l  t h e  way up t h i s  t h i n g .  
Then when i t  r a i n e d ,  i t  a l l  came down t o  t h e  
c r e e k .  One o f  t h e  guys--I g u e s s  h e ' s  t h e  
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  F i s h  and Game Department--was 
i n  t h e r e  t o o ,  and h e  was p o i n t i n g  t o  Ed how a l l  
t h i s  had r e s u l t e d  i n  s i l t i n g  t h e  s t r e a m  and 
d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  salmon spawning b e d s .  

Ed t u r n s  t o  somebody and s a y s ,  "Well, why 
i n  t h e  h e l l  d o n ' t  w e  have  r u l e s  t h a t  would 
p r e v e n t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  t h i n g ? "  And C a l l a g h a n  
s a y s ,  "We have t o  have  r u l e s  t h a t  t h e  l o g g e r  
can  u n d e r s t a n d . "  

Then I s a i d ,  "Well, t h e n ,  why d o n ' t  w e  have  
r u l e s  t h a t  t h e  f o r e s t e r s  can  unders tand--and 
l i c e n s e  t h e  f o r e s t e r s  and f o r b i d  l o g g i n g  e x c e p t  
under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of  a l i c e n s e d  f o r e s t e r ? "  



T h a t  became t h e  b a s i c  p o l i c y ,  I g u e s s ,  
o r  o b j e c t i v e  i n  t h e  new F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e  A c t .  
Ed t r i e d  t o  g e t  a new l a w  p a s s e d  and c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  i t  o u t  of committee--anyhow, i t  was 
dropped f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  Then t h e  B a y s i d e  
Timber c a s e  came u p ,  you know, i n  San Mateo 
County.  

S t e e n :  Were you i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  i n  any way? 

Robinson:  Y e s .  I came down and r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
S i e r r a  Club b e f o r e  t h e  coun ty  b o a r d  o f  s u p e r -
v i s o r s ,  and I d i d  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s .  I ' v e  
f o r g o t t e n  now j u s t  what t h e y  a l l  w e r e ,  b u t  I 
worked w i t h  t h e  a t t o r n e y  on t h e  c a s e ,  t o o .  
The p r i n c i p a l  p e r s o n ,  t h o u g h ,  w a s  Leonard 
T h e i s s .  

S t e e n :  I know. H e  works w i t h  t h e  CDF up a t  F e l t o n  
now. 

Robinson:  Y e s .  My p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h a t  w a s  
p e r i p h e r a l .  Anyhow, when t h e  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e  
A c t  w a s  d e c l a r e d  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  t h e n  of  
c o u r s e  w e  needed a new l a w .  

They had h e a r i n g s  and I p r e s e n t e d  an  
o u t l i n e  of  what I t h o u g h t  t h e  law s h o u l d  b e .  
[See  Appendix HI I t  w a s  an  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h a t  
i d e a - - l i c e n s i n g  f o r e s t e r s - - f o r b i d d i n g  l o g g i n g  
e x c e p t  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  o n e  who w a s  
l i c e n s e d ,  and t a x  r e f o r m  t o  make good f o r e s t r y  
p o s s i b l e .  Then some b a s i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  con-
c e r n i n g  f o r e s t  p r a c t i c e s .  

S t e e n :  I remember t h e  e a r l i e r  d r a f t s .  I t  w a s  v e r y  
s t i f f  on t h e  l i c e n s e d  f o r e s t e r .  I f  h e  s c r e w s  
u p ,  h e  would a u t o m a t i c a l l y  l o s e  h i s  l i c e n s e .  

Robinson:  Tha t  w a s  t h e  p u r p o s e .  

S t e e n :  But t h a t  g o t  s o f t e n e d .  

Robinson:  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  The t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  g o t  
t o  N e j e d l y ,  who was a Repub l ican  and r e p r e s e n t e d  
r ea l  e s ta te  p e o p l e .  H e  w a s  t h e  head o f  t h e  
Resources  Committee i n  t h e  S e n a t e .  H e  t o o k  
i n d u s t r y ' s  p o s i t i o n  r i g h t  down t h e  l i n e .  



Ed Z ' b e r g  was a l s o  s t r o n g .  H e  and C h a r l e s  
Warren i n  t h e  Assembly f o u g h t  i t  o u t ,  and w e  
l o s t  some i m p o r t a n t  measures  i n  t h a t  b i l l .  

S t e e n :  I was d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  t h e  SAF d i d n ' t  f i g h t  
h a r d e r  f o r  g i v i n g  t h e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r e s t e r .  I can  u n d e r s t a n d  
why i n d u s t r y  would have  opposed t h a t .  Any 
c o r p o r a t i o n ,  I g u e s s ,  would oppose  h a v i n g  t h i s  
autonomous p r o f e s s i o n ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  r u n n i n g  
i ts  show f o r  them, b u t  I t h o u g h t  SAF m i s s e d  
i ts  chance .  

Robinson : I t  d i d .  The r e a s o n  t h e y  d i d  i t  was 
t h a t  t h e  f o r e s t e r s  working f o r  t h e  S t a t e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  d i d  n o t  want  t o  have  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  F o r  a l o n g  t i m e  t h e y  have  
s e e n  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  c o p s .  They want t o  have  
v e r y  c l e a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  They want t o  be  a b l e  
t o  s a y  t h i s  g u y ' s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o r  h e ' s  -n o t  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  some v e r y  m e a s u r a b l e  
o b j e c t i v e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  judgment is n o t  a t  
s t ake - - so  t h a t  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  f r e e  o f  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

I blame them. But t h i s  h a s  been t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e  toward  r u l e s  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  F o r e s t  
P r a c t i c e  Act w a s  a d o p t e d  i n  1945. 

S t e e n :  Maybe i n  a l a r g e  a g e n c y ,  i t  h a s  t o  b e  t h a t  
way. 

Robinson:  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  d o e s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  
is t h e  r e s u l t  of  l o b b y i n g  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  
t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y .  I t h i n k  t h e s e  p e o p l e  were 
s i m p l y  f r i g h t e n e d  by i n d u s t r y  i n t o  t h i n k i n g  
t h a t  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  would b e  i n  d i f f i c u l t y  
and t h e i r  l i v e s  would b e  m i s e r a b l e  u n l e s s  t h a t ' s  
t h e  way t h e  r u l e s  a r e .  

S t e e n :  I was on a commit tee  h e r e  where w e  d r a f t e d  
a r e v i s i o n  t o  t h e  coun ty  ordinance--which is  
a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  s t a t e - - b u t  which h a s  t o  be  
e q u a l  t o  o r  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e  
A c t .  We t r i e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  coun ty  f o r e s t e r  
d i s c r e t i o n - - n o t  j u s t  t o  go o u t  and coun t  s tumps 
and measure a hundred f e e t  from a  s t r e a m  and 




































































































































































































































































































