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INTERVIEW HISTORY

Circumstances of the interview
Mr., Arthur Jordan had been a colleague: of Walter N,
Bush, my father-in-law, Mr. Bush died in 1911, and
I knew very llittle about him. When I talked to Mr.
Jordan about the possibllity of taping a reminiscence
he seemed most interested.

Place and Date of interview
I taped this interview at Mr, Jordan's house in
Alameda on Nov, 6, 1970, It went very easily and
smoothly.

Transcribing
The transcribing was done by Mrs. Jeanette McDowell
and the final typing by Miss Wardwell,

Editing
Mr. Jordean reviewedthe transcribed copy and made a
few small corrections before it was retyped,

Mrs. Walter N. Bush

© (Sally Bush)
64 Placitas Avenue
Atherton, California
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5411Y: This is .rovember 6, 1270, and I am at 111 Union St
Alameda. he)are recording at the home of Mr. and Frs. A
Jordan.

This is a little exerpt that 1 found in one of lir.

reet,

rthur

Jordan's

books from FPolytechnic High School in San Francisco, and I

thought 1 would put it in:

SALTY:

In August of 1856 the first school established in San
Francisco was called the union Grammar School and it
was on :-owesll btreet between Clay and bacramento. In
June of 18¢#4 the girls of the above schocl were sent
to the building at Bush and Stockton Streets. It was
named the Girls igh bchool and thus became the first
nigh schocl in San srancisco, the old school being
called the Boys High School.

In May of 1884 the commercial department was segregat
from Boys High, called the osan Francisco Fublic Conume
School, and in July of that year occupied the Fowell
Street building., The Boys High had moved in llovember
of 1775 to the new bullding on sutter between Gough
and Cctavia.

1889. 1he above school was given the status .of a hig
school and called the Commercial High School, kr. Wal
I. Bush being apvointed princival. It thus became a
seccnd high school in San Francisco.

ed
rcial

h
ter

1892. The classes and teachers of this school marched

down to the location at Bush and Stockton bhtrzets, a
new brick building having been built next to the old
wooden structure.

1394. The Board of mducation changed the name to

Polytechnic High bchool, the merual training department

being in charge of lr. Frank Gardner.

1900. Comnercial classes noved to frame building beh
the Lincoln Grammar Schocl on 5th Street near lMarket,
Colonel Charles H. Murohy as principal, later to
present lccation on Van liess Avenue,

ind

April 1606, The great fire destroved Polytechnic slong

with the central portion of *the city.

Wwhat haprened to the building after the earthcuake?

they rebuild?

Did






M5

JORDAI:: No, there wasn't any building. There were two build-
ings side by side, the o0ld building made of wood, the new one
made of brick. The brick building with its walls still stood.
The old building had a little pile of ashes, nothing else.
There wasn't anﬁfscbool at all--just a few little pieces of
gas pipes and so on. Just a little flat space and here's

this bie empty brick place staring at you with empty windows
and so forth. It was extraordinary. ~vite a time vassed and
then thev rebuilt it cn the corner.

SALLIY: You mean around the shell of the brick structure?

FR.

JORDAN: Yy memory has =zone back on me a little bit.

$5471Y: ‘Yhile he is thinking of this I will finish the not:< here:

Kote on !ir. Bush: He was a graduste of Harvard University
and had become inter:sted in manual trainine, verticularly
in the instruction egiver in the Mechanic irts Hieh ochool
of Boston, and the courses started at Pelytechnic were

due almost entirelv to his efforts. He can thus be rightly
called the father of technical educatior in San Francisco.
He bevan acitatine for a nmew site as far back as 1901, and
the eround the s<¢chool novw stands on, then a sand lot, had
been ovurchased shortlv before the great fire. Now, also,
due to his efforts, the Universit~ of Cslifornia allowed
the school to use a few unoccunied rooms in the Pharmacy
Building on Farnassus Avenue. In 1911 kr, Bush died and

a brornze pleaque honoring his memory, which now hangs in

the main entrance of the schoel, was presentod with appro-
priate exercises by the W, I, Bush Boys or December 2, 19-8.
The occasion was notable in havine present the following
old graduates: Colornel Henry G. Mathewson, Hon. T. I.
Fitzpatrick, Richard rerman, Governor of leveda, ¥rank
Corcoran, rresident of the Bush Rovs, Mrs, “Walter I, Bush,
Charles J. Kellwv, vear '10, C., Harold Caulficld, Board of
Educstion, Robert kordstrcm, '%8, president of the student
body, Violet likoloff, '%5, vice-vresident of the student
body, Giovanni fortanova, sculptor, . Veckie, and others.

SALIY: Hr. Jordan is going to read off some rnotes that he has

MR.

conmposed about Fr. Bush.
JORDAL.: My association with Walter i:. Bush.

I was appointed head of the science department of the
rolytechnic High School in 1899, at axge 22, after four years
of teaching physics in the Tincoln #vening bchool. I found
Hr. Bush to be most helpful in starting in that responsible
position. I was replacing my father, who bad been appointed

g/t



[ T
Am ra
e ra
= .
- 2 =

| |
T m =
I | Sii™=a
s J.
lll.l |
| "4
-.L 'h-
|| || |
E BN ||
i |
H BIm |
|| ol =E
LA |
H N ]
|| . .
H =] BN
n
|
|
|
I
||

=  Imc En
- m =n

ey



deputy superintendent of city schools of San Francisco. 1
had been providing the lecture table experiments and the
laboratory apparatus adjustments for about two years,
Saturdays and Sundays, so was able to show striking experi-
ments for the students and for the private commendation
from Mr. Bush.

He was one of the most kind, genercus and'gentlemanly
men I had ever met. He was a Harvard graduate and was part
author of a mathematics text book., His praise of my experi-
mental skill was not the only pleasure 1 had from him. EHe
also invited me to share handball games at the court of the
club he belonged to. 1'is kindness was not alone for me. He
devised and was the leader on numerous hikes in the country,
yacht rides, vpicnics at rlaces like kuir Woods in Farin
County, the hills above Oakland, train rides on the old
Ccean Shore Hallroad, now given up, down the coast to Point
San fPedro, and so on.

Besides the suvervision of several teachers in my depart-
ment, he encouraged the addition to the science course of
chenistry, physical geography and physiology, also a number
of industrial courses. 'These were added to during several
years as follows: household chenistry for girls; electricity,
threce years, starting with batteries, simple motors and gen-
erators, storase batteries,. simple kinds of alternating
current machinery, and so forth; industrial chemistry follow-
ing the regular third year chemistry; strength of materials,
common building material; mechanics, the princivles of simple
machines and more complicated; hydraulics, including simple
weirs for water measurement; ground school aeronautics, for
which students built a good-sized wind tunnel for testing
wing shave, provellers, and so forth. The leboratory manual
for this course, which' I wrote, was finally printed by the
Ronald Press of Lew York. These, with lr. Bush's fine encour-
agement, were added year by year, making our school almost
unicue in sSan Francisco. Only one or two other schools gave
such courses, One of the most plcasant results was that one

—_A—






of our larz:st electrical companies, the Facific Gas & islectric
Company, or the Bell lelevhone Company, gave me a standing
order to send any or all of our zgraduates to them for immedi-
ate employment after graduation without any examination. 'r'he
science department at one time had almost 11 teachers, as
some were part-time in other departments. The sad part of
this story is the death of lir. Bush. There followed a list
of part-time principals, some who had been deputy superin-
tendents, and the schocl dropved greatly in attendance. The
addition of new high schools, Galileo, Washington, Zalboa,
and so fortnh, cut this down. Also, a large portion or the
students were negroes. Also, manv of the students were
interested only in commercial courses. One tveacher said,
"their sun rose and set in bookkeeping."

I ccentinued teaching until I reached retiring age, which
was then age 70. When my friends asked, "What are you going
to do to keep ousy?", my reply was always that I have never
been eble to anywhere catch up with ny hobbies--reading the
great iiterature, including the world of science; the building
of furniture for very small children, and so forth; the
exploring of this great country of ours; mountaineering,
including knapsack tours, train trips, auto trips across the
U.o.A., ocean trips to setchikan, one big one to Tahiti,
airplane trips to lexico, Hawaill and so forth. These extended
from my Tfirst camping trip - three high school boys, two
horses hitched to a spring wagon--to retiring. Since then,
the journeys have been shorter.

SAIIY: Let's go back to the beginning and do some about where

you were born and where you went to school.

MR. JORDAK: That's what I started to do and I hesitated a little

because I hadn't gotten my ideas in shape. 1ou sce, you
would have to tell me what pnart you want of that long story.
That story started when I was 18 years old. I besan teaching
at 18 and taurht for four years in the evening school.

SALLY: ‘Whe.e was it, in what school?

JORDAL: TIincoln wmvening Hechool, the largest school west of

Cnicego.
=if=






SALLY: Lincoln Zvening School?

MR. JOrDAL: Yes., It was on Fifth Street, across from the mint.

SAL1Y: Does the title imply what it was, that it was only in
evening, an adult school?

I'R., JORDAIl: Yes. I taught there for four years, evenings, at
the same time attending college at the University of California.

SALLY: You commuted by ferry over to Burkeley every day?

fR. JORDAN: Yes., I rode my bicycle down the hill from where
we lived in MNorth Beach to the ferry, cot on the ferry that
ran to the REroadwav pier in Oakland, and then got on my bicycle
and rode through Oakland to Berkeley to the University, where
I attended college during the forencon and was employved as
laboratory assistant in the nhysics laboratory during the
afternoon. At that time I rode the bicvcle down the hill,
jumped on the 3Berkelev local, repeated the trip across the
ferry, went to work at the everine school, then went home and
attempted to stud: along around midnight. It was not a very
extensive ccurse and T didn't learn very much. The appcint-
ment to the Folytechnic was in 1899,

SATIY: Did kr. Bush appoint you head of the science department?

FMR. JORDAN: DNo, the Board of Education did that. My father
resigned the position and the position needed a new man, soO
they said, "Well, here's a young fellow who can do that'", so
I was rut in at 2”2 in that bieg hiegh school.

SAIIY: Did thev «ive vou any noney to start off with?

k. JOKDAN: Oh, the resular salarv,

SATIY: No, I mean a sum to stert to buy equivment with.

MR. JORDAN: The eocuipment was all there and 1 Jjust simply stepred
in to the course trat was already there and as head of the
department. There were several teacners, of course. So from
there on the Folvtechnic crew and eradually was divided because
the commercial denartment grew immensely, and it got so immense
they decided to form a2 separate school. The princivnal, kr.
lurohy, was glad of that, and so we were glad to see the
commercial department move out and that left us to be a poly-
technic school. TFrom that moment we began the courses that
I have outlined.

~5-






SALIY: And vou were there until 19407

MR. JORDAN: T stayed with that until I was /0 years old.
SAIIY: You were never in the Oakland schools then?

MR. JO=DAN: No, I stayed right there in the Polytechnic for 40

vears.
SALLY: You were born in 1876 in Healdsburg?
“R. JORDAN: Yes, in Sonoma County.’

SATITY: Did you live there until you were 18 years o0ld?

MR. JOREAL: 10 years old.

SALTIY: “Then what haopened?

MR. JOxDill: Then my father became interested in business colleges.
He had one in Petaluma and we moved there; he had another one
in San Diego, which was then boorirg, and we moved down there;
and then he got back into school teaching and got into a little
one-rorcm school in the hills back of San Diego. From there
he got in corresvondence with the superintendent of the Oakland
schools and got 2n appointment in Alameda County in a little
one-room school out beyond what is now Sunol. It was called
Vallecitos, and there 1 had the pleasure of attending a one-
room school where all the classes were in the one rocm and
the teacher allowed auite a number of us to go outside to do
our studying. I later went over and tried to find that spot,
but the country had changed so much that I could no longer
find it.

SALLY: WwWhat did your father call his business schools; do you
remember any name for them?

MR. JO=DAN: He nanmsd one the Metropolitan Business College.

SALLY: A couvle of more things--one is, tell me about your
involvement in seronautics.

MR. JOrDAL: It was in this way: PMr. Bush came back from a meeting
of orincinals and said they were talking about introducing
elementary aeronautics tc the hieh schools and they decided
to think it over for one year and one y=ar later they would
pool their researches and start something. He said, "1 wonder
if vou would be smart enoush tc start something for me so
that when I get to the meetinz of those nrincivals I can get
up and sav I have done it alr-ady"? 1 didn't know the front

-6-






end of an airplane from the back end at the ftime, but I
answered up as 1 always did when he ordered a new course.
I always saia, "Aye, aye, sir." 5o I went home and nut
myselfl throursh ,college at night time by studying and then
knew somethins about aeronautics.

S5iL1Y: Where did you go, Jjust to books or did you go to an
aeronautical schocl?

MR. JORDALN: T went to school myself at night with booxs and then
I had nmy bovs construct the apparatus. "e built a large
wina tunnel and 1 wrote the experiments the boys were to do
in that wind tunnel. This was the manuzl which I told you
was published later, and so we had a course in ground school
aeronautics in the Polytechnic because I had taught myseclf
to be a prorfessor of aeronautics by studying at night, and
that 1s the same thing for these other courses that I
mentioned—--courses in hydraulics and strength of materials.
A1l those things don't come by accident. You have to go
home and study--put yourself through college at night by
studying. oo that was the story and it made quite a romantic
scheme and a long list of specializing.

SATLLY: 1'1l1 bet he was hapoy when he went back the following
year to the principals' meeting as he had something really
constructive to talk about. Do you have a copy of that
published booklet any more?

FR., JCRDALI.: Yes, but you can't have it, though. It's the only
one 1 have - it's only a little pamphlet.

HALIY:  “ou should have it duplicated. It's easy to do.

MR, JCrDAN: It wouldn't be interesting to anybody excevpt a teacher
of aeronautics.

5ALIY: The other thing 1 wanted to know a little more about was
Mr. Bush himself. 7You snoke of doing so many thinss with
him. WwWas he 1n the habit of takins the teachers out on hikes,
or was it you varticularly?

i.R. JOWDAN: No, he took a large crowd of students, with lady
teachers along, girls as well as boys, to picnic pnlaces of
various kinds wnich he knew about, and among other things
this train triv which 1 spoke of down the coast--things of

-






that kind. /Another thing was rides on the bsy on a good-
sized vyacht, where we teachers, a frew oi us, went along

as companions, and then cccasionally he tock me with him
privately over to his gymnasium, and he and I had handball
games. 1 learned to play handball and in addition to that,
of course, he was a cultured, highly educated man and knew
a great deal. Flore than that,  he was able tc help a young
teacher get started. You see 1 got started and I have been
at it ever since, vou might say.

SATLY: Did he teach, himself, at this time?

MR, JORDAN: Did he”

SAIIY: ies, or was he purely an administrator?

R, JORD2Il: Adnrinistrator. HKe did no teaching. The high schocl
took all of his skill,

541L7: I knew he had done teaching but I didn't know whether
he did then. Was he a feirly quiet man?

i ", JORDAK: Oh, yes, but when he pgot up and svpoke he said
something. He was extremely good at speaxing.

SALLY: Oh, he was? That I had never heard before. Wwhat groups
did Lr. Bush belong to? Lo you know that?

IR. JORDAN: No, I don't know that. The Sierra Club--people
could teli you that immediately. .

SALLY: You spoke of playing handball with him. Where did you
play? '

MR, JORDAEN: We played en the Olympic Club court and also we had
a court at Folytechnic and 1 think there was one other in
some gvmnasium somewhere,

SallY: What made aim such an outstandin~ perscn to you?

FR. JCRDAM: ‘Well, of course, the hand of fellowship for a young
teacher 22 years old coming into a big, bustling high school
as head of a depzrtment, with six or seven teachers under
me. Anything I wanted to know I would find out from him.

SATLY: The Olympic Club is all that vou know about, then, that
he belonced tc? What else did he do for hobbies? Do you
know anything

MR, JORDAN: No, I don't know any. He was an cutdoor man a good

deal.
—8—
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SiT1Y: Did he sin~ in a choir or anything like that?

Mk, JOKDAN: Ilo, he was not a singer,

SACLY: VWe have been told one of the problems he had was voison
oak, that he was very susceptible.

MR. JOrDAN: I know that very well because you see T helped him
alone whenever he had it badly. I took a few of his duties.

SALLY: You mean it was this bad that he couldn't work sometimes?

MR. JORDAN: Sometimes he had to cuit, ves. He would go cn a
vacation trip somewhere and come back with a terrible case
of poison osk. It took two or three weeks before he was
free from it.

SATTY: Did vou know his wife?

MR, JOKDAT: Yes, she was a student at Pelytechnic.

SATIY: I'hat's his second wife., Did vou know the first wife?

FR, JORDANM: DNo, I didn't know his first wife.
SATIY: She was a student of his?
R, JO"DAN: A student 2t Polytechnic, yves. ©She was a rather

mature girl, not flirghty, a verv nice, dignified young woman,
so I wasn't so surprised as I would have been if he had picked
one of the young charmers. She was older and very pleasant.

SATLY: I would like to close this side of the tape by your telling
a little bit about the Sierra Club. When did you first Jjoin
it?

R. JORDAN: I haven't that date-in mind.

AT IY: Do vou remember whether the enrollment of the club was
very large at the time? Was it a small group of people?

¥i, JORDAN: A bie, finelv-run <rouvn, ves. Ir. Colby, the secre-
tarv, was nct onlv running the group and the political portion
of it =2nd the meanazement, and so forth, but he also lead the
high trips which they made once a year in summertime, and he
was the decidine sririt and a wonderful man in his way. UHe
was a lawy:r by rrofession, but he spent a grest part of his
life in buildin~ up the Sierra Club, and I had the great
pleasure of camving alone with him.

SATIY: And John Muir, too, didn't you?

MR. JOxDAN: No.

SATIV: I thourht you met John Muir.

-0~
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'R, JC~DAN:  Yes. but not alone. When I woke un one morning,
in a circle there were a lot of men with their feet toward
the fire and c<ne of them was John fulir, so he and I =zot
dressed together and then we went out. bvery time there
was any vause in the line of travel you would see a group
of people and they were always standing around John liuir,
who vas giving them a lecture. " It alvays started by some-

on

one sa-iig, "Yhat kind of a flower is this, kr. luir?" and
then he proceeded to zive them a geneology lecture on that
flower., If you asked him anything else in the mountains,
he wculd tell wou about it, and my only experience was a
very ovleassnt one. I had been with the Club for several
days and kept aquiet, but 1 watched Iuir and noticed that
people asked him cuestions, so one time when no one was
botherin: him I asked him, "lr. Muir, would you be kind
enough to point out to me where the marks are that were
left by the glaciers here in the Yosemite Valley?" He
said, "Don't you know?" I said, "ko." He ssid, "Come
here", and =zrabbed me by the arm with a claw like a croco-
dile and walked me out from under the trees To an open spot
and then he pointed his finger--a big, long, bonv arm--
you know he was a blg man--and he said, "Do you see that
line there? Well, that's where the oldest glacier went.
You can see the mark on the cliff. Now, you see the other
one up there? Well, that's where the second glacier was.
how, you see that bie rounded tov up in all those mountains?
Well, that's where the third glacier went over." Well, T
never needed te he told the second time about how the glaciers
marked the wmountains. That was pretty good to have a private
lesson from John iuir. DBut that was Jjust one of the very
marvelcus trivs. I think I went witnh the bierra Club on
four oi those hi:h trips, as they called them, which means
that we were frow one to two weeks up there with an enormous
cavalcade of 00 veople, with 20 or %0 vackers, wilh a big
drove of pnack mules and all the paraphernalia tnat had to
go with that. “hey would form a camp in one spot and explore
the regions nearby and then may have a pilgramage taking one
=h@=






whole day to o to a new camb spot where they would strike
a new camp and from there go and explore other things.

The exploring consisted often of climbing some mountains
nearby, and of course the people with weak hearts and sore
feet stayed home--they watched the other peovle disappear
up the high mountains.

Among the other trivps was a trip down the Tuolumne
Gorge. The Tuolumne River runs along througn a beautiful
valley where we camped, but after it goes into the mountains
it roes into & hole a2nd nobody has been 1in that and come
out alive, butl John luir did it one sumner when the water
was very low, and by hcoring from one cobblestone to another
he got tnrougn, so I believe he was the only fellow who ever
got through the Tuolumne Gorge. The rest of us formed a2
party of mavbe about 15 hardy souls--they had to swear that
they were good tough pecple before they would let them come,
and on: of the leaders, like i, Colby, would lead ihat
party down through the Gorge. but when we got to that chesm
we climbed the mountain and went along the side before we
came back to the river again. It took us about four days
or so to go, and during that four days the roar of that water
was in your ears so that you could hardly talk 1n many cases,
and I still carry that recollection of that terrific roar.

I the canyon itself I saw the most beautiful waterfalls.
In one case the water strikes a rock and makes a curve and
then another and another, a sort of waterfall embreidery,
you mipynt say. It was very wonderful,

Another item that might interest you was the rattlesnakes.
Uccasionally we'd come to a den where there were a lot or
snakes, and in ccuing arcund a point o1 rocxk in the trail
at one time i saw one ol our well-known men with a little
stic: ond he was engagced in killing a rattlesnake with that
little sticx. ‘L'ne snaic didn't like 1iv very well and ais
head woudd come up and tuis tellow would whack, wnacx. ue
was down on tils Knees and he resenbled a man drivin; tacks
with a tackx hammer. Lt was a spectacle seeing this distin-
guished gentleman fighting a gocd-sized rattlesnake by
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swativing nim in the heaa. 1ou couldn't teil whether he

was hitting him anywnere else, and the rattlesnaxe would
iwove his head and hiss at him.

Y¥: Why do you say they had adventures when they associated
with hir. Luir.

JORDAWN: in the first place, you didn't travel far with

him because he went out with a 1little canvas bag contvaining
a little sack of salt and some crackers, 1 (hink, and a

big bag oi tea, and he went ror days on a diet oi crackers
and tea.

¥: Lio wuts or raisins?

JORDAL: o, he had nothing else.

¢ Just tea and crackers’

JCHDAL: Yes. 1ou can imagine inviting someone to come
along with him. There were very few ceople who wanted to
travel with John luir. When it became dark at night he
would get into a cravice between two rocks and lie there.
Y: No blanket?

JORDAI: 1o blankets. e was a freak. He knew enough not
to get in the wind. 11f there was wind he would get a little
shelter. I Jjust finished reading his little story "My First
Sumner in the Sierras", and he has another called "liy Walk
to the Gulf." He sterted off in lontana some place and
walked to the Gulf of llexico. Another was the story of
Stickeen, the woenderful little story of a dog. That was
very vwell knowr and quoted a zreat deal by animal lovers
because it's the story of an Eskimo dos,

oALIY: 7You sreak of his beins a big man. YWas he tall?

FR.
SALL
MR.

JORDAL: Yes, a gocd-sized man, stare.

Y: With that kind of a diet, 1'd be spare, too.

JORDAL:  He didn't eat much. He apparently subsisted cn a
little tea and crackers.

t

My big adventures in the mountains were what they called
knapsacking trips. With a knapsack and a fovernment map
showing the ccntour lines - you know those maps - you cé&n
70 enywhere., You don't need to follow the trails at all.
With a compass you can put the map down and locate yourself,
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and by following the water courses there is no n-ed of cet-
ting iost, and so we went on some trips where we disregarded
the trails entirely. I ran into one man who was an exnert
in that line. He picked me up becaus: he and I were teachers
together. Iie was a teacher in Riverside, and he wanted a
teascher to take his course in evening school, instruction
in what they calied "university extension”". Lo he got
acquainted with me and then he said, "By the way, do you
ever want to £o on any trips in the mountains®™" I said T
would like to, agnd he szid, "I'm geing to ge next summer",
so I went over to his house and he was busy drying out
foods--you know, dessicatine them so that they dcn't weigh
anything. 3Beans, for examnle, are a very gocd fooa. if
you coox them first and then dry them, you can ret a fire
and somethire to zat very cuicklv in the mowntains, and
that's Jjust a sampie. He had made a studv of all those
things, and c¢specially goirng light weight. A big knapsack
can carry an awful lot of stuff, and then you et your bed
roll and hend it over the top of the knapsack on the back,
and vou're recdy to go. You take with you Jjust a jackknife
in your pocket, and one¢ knife and one fork and one spoon -
that's about the whole enuipment - end an empty tin can
tied on with a string at the end of the knapsack makes a
good kettle to boil things in.

SALIY: Mo ma.ches?

IhR. JCRDAL: tes, you have got to have mewvches. UWe neven't
descended to flint and steel yet.

SaLLY: What was this man's name?

i \R. JUORDAK: His name was koward pliss., He was a teacher in the
Alverside fdvanced College down there.

S5h1LY: bidn't he write a book on sociologv? ‘“hat name is
faniliar. So you went With him more than once?

b, wCRDAN:  1es. He picked me up as being a good cci.panion
ana we got along fine together. 1 even taugnt him to arink
cofiee. :iie said he never touched coffee, but when he got
up into the real cold and when I had a nice vbig cup of hot
coffee in the morning, aiter a while ne came over ana saiaq,
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"Well, tnat's an exception ot our rule." Fretty soon 1
had him dringing coff'ee with me, too. Wo make a long story
short, he and I went on knapsack trips where there were no
trails at all.. You would just go over one mountain range,
come down to thne bottom and take the next mountain range and
go over that and stop. In the meanwhile we would put cur
rnapsacks under some big rocks 'so that coyotes wouldn't get
them, and g¢ climb the mountain. If you could climo it and
get back to cam» at night, then you were doing pretty well.
vore of those mountains are pretty high sand at that altitude
1t's guite tough. GHe was a strong man and toox pretty big
steps, and he was like inr, Colby. VWhen he would come to
a little hill he would take the same lengtn of stride up
the hill as he did on the level. +well, us poor ducks with
ordinary legs had a battle to keep up. 1 had the pleasure
ol several trips to absolutely unexplored country. ot
horse trails. 4Anyooday can toliow a horse trail and they
get kind ol tiresome, butl we went into a number o1 very iine
places together for several years--two or three airferent
years, and 1 have scrap books full of those pictures, wnich
are very plecasant to read over.
DALLY fou mean you brought a camera along?
lLR. JUKDAN: Yes, we both did.
SAlty: VWhat years were these--do you have any ldea what years
these covered? RKarly 1900's?
lute JOHDAN:  the years were vetween 1910 and 195U probably; some-
where along in there. 1 haa these trips waith nhim which
stand out in nemory as being unligue because knapsacking is
a distinct kind of mountain climbing, and included oUiy
mountains, 1'1l tell you. ‘“hen later I had the pleasure of
going out with lr. Colby. reople didn't travel much with
Colby pecause he tock sucn big steps that you had a hard time
Keeping up with him. His wife was along one year. C(nce she
came to¢ me and said, "arthur, Will is going witin this fishing
party down at the branch ot the sern Kiver near It., whitney
and he expects to go and explore those lakes where he planted
golden trout a couple of years ago. I wish you would go with
— 1=






him and stick to nim if you can because he is going to lose
the risncrmen and he'll be all alone in the mountains. Lo
man should go into those mountains alone.” 1 szid 1 might
have trouble keeping up with him but 1'd try, so Ll askcd

him about it and he said "Come along.'" He would slow down

a little for me when it was necessary, but we went up into
those mountains and when we got on the shoulcer of Mt.
Whitney we were pretty haigh. About that time L was wonuer-—
ing how far we were .going, and so I said to him, "1 wonder
1f you are going over those mountains in tne distance." e
said, '"sure, that's where we're going. How did you know?"

I didn't ask 2im any more, but it took us about two days

to get over those mountains. When we got over and down to
the stream, he said, "I'm looking for golden trout. Ve
planted tnem here three years ago ana there would be three
sizes ol trout in this stream." ‘“hen we got to that point

I was about dead pbecause 1 hadn't slept very well on the
rocks the previous night and I said 1 was going to get under
a rock--rain was peginning to come down and L was going to
get under the rock and sleep a little. Go 1 crawlcd under
the rocx, and then I said to myself, "You darn rfool, he is
looking for golden trout and you better get up and help him
becausce he might not catch one." So 1 pulled myself together
and got my rod out and went down, 1 finally caught one of
the car. goiden trout that he was loocking for, and when he
saw me with thet trout 1 was paid back tor all my trouble

of cliimbing atter alm, at his Joy 1i getting hold of that
fisn. iie hauled out a bottle that was hali full of water
and he put the trout in and put in from another bottle some
alcohol, so we nad preserved trout. He put it in his knap-
sack and tock it to Dr. Jordan at stanford University because
the Dr. nad peen told that there was a new kind oi trout,

a black trout, among the golden trout, and .:oward Bliss
saia, "I have my doubts about that", so he took this thing
and snowed it to Dr. Jordan, and whern I met him later and
asked a2bout it, he said the Dr. tock a lookx and s-id, "llo,
it was 2 local variation", and that was the result of a fine
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camping trip.

Coring back to the knapsack trips, I had the pleasure
of following kr. Colby, who did exploring &ll by himself.
When the rest of the crowd would Zo over a little hill, he
would go over some mountain nearby to get there, and so 1
followed him around a couple of times and that wey got a
little mountaineering that I wouldn't have gotten otherwise.

[MRS. JOPDAN: You didn't tell about getting to the top of iit.
Whitney.

MR. JORDAE: Trat was only a bard climb, that's all. It's over
14,000 feet and you have to rest a little while after you
go along. I lead my party along, about seven of us went
together, and I held my watch on them. I let them go for
a certain number of minut:s and then made them sit down,
and =zradually got tnem up to the top of the mountain. bBbut
coming back to Coclbv--he went on several trips of that kind.
On this big one I spoke of, we came back to camp and he was
walking on his bare foot. He had walked the sole off of
his shoe. Mine was kind of bad but not that bad. He had a
new set of boots in camp so he tried them on. I asked him
what was the matter and he said, "Fo good." A little later
I asked him, "How about that no-good shoe." iHe said his
feet had swelled. He had just been walking so all he 4id
was wait and cooled off his feet and the shoe fit fine. 5o
you see the story of walking the bottom off of your shoe
fits in vrettv well for an amateur like myselfl following a
professional like him,

54L1Y: Did you rove up the nountains? Did you do any rupine?

"R, JC~<DAL.: Very seldom. When he and I were alone, yes. Cne
very amusine one was where we went up a stream bed and the
canyen walls ot closer and closer together and pretty soon
we got tc a nlace wherce it was about as higr =g that rail
up there in cuite solid stone all the way up. “e didn't have
s ladder but we Ifound a place where it was a little bit lower
and so I ot nim to stand up on a biz rock as high as he

shoulders and menaged to =zet hold of a branch, or something,
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and pulled myself up slowly. He passed s little rope to me
snd wé hauled up the two knavsacks and then I got a big hold
and helped pull him up., &nd so we got up to the top. I was
at that same point two ,cars later and 1 looked at that point
and said, "Gee wniz, that was pretty gooa." mne said, "COh,
you don't need to go that way now, the trail is over here."

vomeone had put in a trsil and we walked up.

5:0LLY: All the challenge was goney You spoxe of br. Jorden of

iil{ .

Stanfora. wz2re you .related?
JOrbaii:  Very distantly, yes. My father and he talked that
over and they found that back in wngland somewnere there vas
a connection, pbut I don't go around boasting about it because
it was a very distant connection.

ide came to our high schocol and gave us a lecture on the
climbing o1 the liatterhorn, and 1 remember tiat particularly
because it was quite a climb, and later 1 saw 1t was cousidered
quite & mountaineeraing feat. Crdinafy people didn't do 1t
at all.

1 got accuainted with nis daughter. He had a daughter
named zditn who was a very tine mountaincer. ohe was on
some ol our trips and she tramped along witn the men. I
think wier they came to the difricult part of tne climb, -
the ladies worc bloomers, which was quite remarkable in
those davs, but nc one paid .any attention to it at all
because you don't spinny up vthose clifts in very meny skirts.

SALLY fere there very many women along:

i o

oLoDalts Yes, about one-~tnird.

oillY: ‘fhat many:

B,

JOUAR:  Ch, yes. <Yhey were the real mountaineers, 1 tell
you. Just as much stamina as the men. kot qﬁite SO strong
physically, but in general tney were very good. OCf course
some 01 them would stay in camp. ‘4hey didn't have to go on
the side trips if they cidn't want to, and some of then
didn't. Lwo o. three ol them nired horses trom the packers
and rcde horsevacx frci one camp to anoiner. We xKind of

turned up our noses at that.
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This is the story otf the mountain lion that camc close
to us. Ve looked in the soft carth around our camp one
morning and round that he had come up close to us, perhaps
almost sniffed at us, during the night and went away and
left those enormous pad imprints.

SALLY: Did you ever see bears?

1R. JURDAL: Yes. The bear story is a different one entirely.
Cne fellow and 1 had our lunches one time in a place called
Cherry River, which.is just north of the Hetcn betchy Valley.
4t tne time they were trying to get the netch uLectchy bLam
in. 'nis man was a water measurer and 1 nelped him. We
stcpped for luncn and we had seen a big obrown-colored bear
loping ori into the distance a few minutes betfore, but
when we got down to our lunch we heard tne twigs crackling
and here was this grecat big bear coming toward us, &t a
distance of maybe 50 years, and he came along crackle, crackile,
crackle, then he would stop and 1ift his nose anu smell -
you see, tnev don't have good eyesight, but he smelled our
lunch, (beef sandwiches,) and he kept coming &nd coming.
We looked around and there were only small trees which
would have veen very difficult tc climb, and so we said to
each other, "Whet are we going to do?" I said, "I don't
know. Let's vell at him." He said, "You yell." So I
yelled and the bear cstopped, looked up, sniffed, then kept
on comirg, so I said, "You yell", so he yelled, and that
didn't do any good, so I said "Let's both yell together",
so we proceceded to put on the best wild Indian yell we could
possibly think of, 2nd the besr said, "ell, I don't think
that's so good", so he turned slowly and started away, and
the sound of his feet on thecrackling dry limbs made a
noise that scared nim so he bezan to incresse his speed.
All we could see in the distance was that rusty brown-yellow
back bump, bunp, bump off in the distance, znd that's thne
end ol the bear story, and that was as close as 1 care to
core to a big bear.
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