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All uses of this manuscript are covered by a legal
agreement between the Regents of the University of
California and Allen C. Blaisdell, dated 11 September,
1967. The manuscript is thereby made available for
research purposes. All literary rights in the manuscript,
including the right to publish, are reserved to The
Bancroft Library of the University of California at
Berkeley. No part of the manuscript may be quoted for
publication without the written permission of the Director
of The Bancroft Library of the University of California
at Berkeley.

Requests for permission to quote for publication
should be addressed to the Regional Oral History Office,
486 Library, and should include identification of the
specific passages to be quoted, anticipated use of the
passages, and identification of the user. The legal
agreement with Allen C. Blaisdell requires that he be
notified of the request and allowed thirty days in
which to respond.
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University History Series

PREFACE

Under a grant from the University of California Alumni
Foundation, the Regional Oral History Office has been conducting
a series of interviews with persons who have made a significant
contribution to the development of the University of California
at Berkeley. A list of University History interviews follows,
including an eaflier group which had been conducted in cooperation
with the Centennial History Project, directed by Professor Walton
E. Bean. The Alumni Foundation grant made it possible to continue
this University-centered series, of which this manuscript is a
part.

The University History interviews have benefited greatly
from the expert advice and assistance of Richard E. Erickson,
Executive Manager of the Alumni Association; Arthur M. Arlett,
Intercollegiate Athletic Coordinator for Alummi and Public
Relations; and Verne A. Stadtman, Centennial Editor.

The Regional Oral History Office was established to tape
record autobiographical interviews with persons prominent in
recent California history. The Office is under the administrative

supervision of the Director of the Bancroft Library.

Willa Baum
Head, Regional Oral
History Office

15 July 1968

Regional Oral History Office
Room 486 The Bancroft Library
University of California
Berkeley, California
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Interviews in the University History Series which have been completed

by the Regional Oral History Office.

completion.

Shields, Peter J.
Woods, Baldwin M.

Stevens, Frank C.

Birge, Raymond Thayer

Chaney, Ralph Works

Porter, Robert Langley

Treadway, Walter

Waring, Henry C.

Neuhaus, Eugen

Sproul, Ida Wittschen

Hutchison, Claude B.

Merritt, Ralph P.

Mitchell, Lucy Sprague
Neylan, John Francis

Richardson, Leon J.

Lessing, Ferdinand D.

Olney, Mary McLean

Pepper, Stephen C.

These are listed in order of

OLD SERIES

Reminiscences. 1954

University of California Extension. 1957

Forty Years in the Office of the President,

University of California, 1905-1945, 1959

Raymond Thayer Birge, Physicist. 1960

Ralph Works Chaney, Ph.D., Paleobotanist,

Conservationist. 1960

Robert Langley Porter, Physician, Teacher,

and Guardian of the Public Health. 1960

Correspondence and Papers on Langley Porter

Clinic. (Bound into Langley Porter interview.)
Henry C. Waring on University Extension. 1960
Reminiscences: Bay Area Art and the

University of California Art Department. 1961

Duty, Devotion, and Delight in the President's
House, University of California. 1961

The College of Agriculture, University of

California, 1922-1952. 1962

After Me Cometh a Builder, the Recollections_

of Ralph Palmer Merritt. 1962

Pioneering in Education. 1962

Politics, Law, and the University of California.

1962

Berkeley Culture, University of California Highlights,

and University Extension, 1892-1960. 1962

Early Years. 1963

Oakland, Berkeley, and the University of
California, 1880-1895. 1963

Art and Philosophy at the University of

California, 1919 to 1962, 1963
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Wurster, William Wilson College of Environmental Design, University of
California, Campus Planning, and Architectural

Practice. 1964
Lenzen, Victor F. Physics and Philosophy. 1965
Meyer, Karl F. Medical Research and Public Health. In Process.
NEW SERIES

Interviews fully or partially funded by the University of California
Alumni Foundation.

Cross, Ira Brown Portrait of an Economics Professor. 1967

Cruess, William V. A Half Century in Fdod and Wine Technology. 1967
Davidson, Mary Blossom The Dean of Women and the Importance of Students. 1967
Hamilton, Brutus Student Athletics and the Voluntary Discipline. 1967
Wessels, Glenn A. Education of an Artist. 1967

Blaisdell, Allen C. Foreign Students and the Berkeley International

House, 1928-1961. 1968

Evans, Clinton W. California Athlete, Coach, Administrator,
Ambassador. 1968

Ebright, Carroll "Ky" California Varsity and Olympics Crew Coach. 1968

Hays, William Charles Order, Taste, and Grace in Architecture. 1968

Lehman, Benjamin H. Recollections and Reminiscences of Life in the
Bay Area from 1920 Onward. 1968

Underhill, Robert M. University of California Lands, Finances, and
Investments. 1968

Corley, James V. Serving the University in Sacramento. In process.

Dennes, William R. Philosophy and the University Since 1915. 1In process.

Donnelly, Ruth In process.

Johnston, Marguerite Kulp In process.
Towle, Katherine In process

Witter, Jean In process.
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iv

INTRODUCL ION

The traditions of idealism and intellectual training run
deep in the background of Allen C. Blaisdell., It was his
grandfather who said, "I desire to be so trained by the
experiences of this life as to be fitted for any service in
any world,™" a goal which became 2 guide for the grandson, who
went on to be the first director of the Berkeley International
House, the first Foreign Student Advisor of the University,
and its first Foreign Student Officer.

Allen was born July ¢, 1897, in Olivet, Wisconsin, while
his father, James A, Blaisdell, was pastor of the college
church there., When the boy was seven years old, his father
became Professor of Biblical Literature at Beloit College in
Wisconsin, and when he was fourteen he suddenly found himself
in Southern California at Pomona College, as the son of the
new president.

It was at Pomona College that he graduated, a Phi Beta
Kappa, in 1919, with his "chief interest in sciences." After
a year in Japan teaching English, he accepted the family
tradition and returned to school at the Pacific School of
Religion in Berkeley, then to Union Theological Seminary in

New York. With his bride, a Barnard College girl, Josephine
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Bell, he became the assistant minister at the "blue-blood:d
Presbyterian church™ in Utica, New York, where a strike
controversy, in which he took the side of the strikers,
caused him to move on to a more liberal assignment--a
little Congregational church in South Hadley Falls,
Massachusetts, where most of the congregation were labhorers,
But his theological-social liberalism soon moved his interest
completely outside the pulpit, TFour years later he accepted
the posgt as Assistant to the Director of International House
in New York, & training position for the directorship of
other international houses that John D. Rockefeller was
planning to build. 1928

Shortly afterward, in ¥83€, University of California
President, Dr, W. W, Campbell, asked Mr, Blaisdell {o start®
the International House at Berkeley, where he served as director
until his retirement in 1961. 1In his capacity as Foreign
Student Advisor he helped students with visa problems, finances,
and nagging details of regulations laid down by the University
administration and the U.S. State Department. As Director,
he put main emphasis on creating an atmosphere in which
graduate students of all nationalities could be comfortable,
study, and make lasting friendships., In all this, his wife

Josephine also had many corollary duties to perform, and it
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vi

was her death, in tne midst of a drastic administrative
reorganization by the President's office that added the
decisive note in his decision to retire. Soon afterward
he married Christine Sears, a psychotherapist and old
family friend, who had also jus% been widowed.

Seven interviews were recorded with Mr, Blaisdell during
September and October of 1966, They took place in his
comfortable living room, which is warmed by his grandparents'
0ld grandfather clock in one corner and, on a wall, a Chiuro
Obata watercolor of the Japanese World War Two relocation
center in Nevada., Through the windows one sees the brilliance
of well-tended iris and rhodendendron,with the bay and
San Francisco in the distance.

As one might expect, he was well-prepared for the
interviews, and talked easily with long, flowing sentences,
Usually wearing slacks and a sport shirt fastened with a bolo
tie, he launched into each interview with enthusiasm and
expressed the hope that similar interviews could record the
histories of the New York and éhicago internationzl houses,

When he checked over the transcript, he paid scrupulous
attention to details but made no substantive changes in the
original recorded conversations., To further document the

information in the interview, he generously deposited his
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vii

papers and photographs covering the period up to his retire-

ment in the Archives of the University of California.

Joann Dietz Ariff
Intervieswer

15 September 1967

Regional Oral History Office
Roon 486 The Bancroft Library
University of California
Berkeley, California
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1897
1897-1902
1903-1910

2Lealo
1011

1911-1914
1914

1914-1915

1915-1918
1918

1919

1919-1920

1920
1921-1923

1923
1923-1924

viii

Allen C. Blaisdell

Chronology

July 9

Summer

June

June-Decenmber

February-June

Avgust-July

August-January

February-June

May 17
June-August

Born Olivet, Michigan
Olivet, Michigan

Beloit, Wisconsin
Strong School. 1-7 grades

Moved to Claremont, California

Graduated Claremont Grammar
School, 8th grade

Claremont High School

Summer school, University
of California, Berkeley

Clerk and delivery boy,
grocery store, Claremont

Pomona College

Military service, Presidio,
San Francisco, and Camp
Taylor, Kentucky. Second
Lieutenant, Field Artillery
Pomona College, Graduated
B,A, June, 1919

Teacher of English, Fukuoka
Commercial School, Fukuoka,
Japan. Traveled in Koresz,

. Manchuria, China

Pacific School of Religion

Union Theological Seminary,
New York City

Married Josephine Bell
Assigtant Minister, First

Prebysterian Church, Utica,
New York






1924-1927

1927-1928 September-July

1928-1962

1938

1940-1961

1942

1948

1948-1949 August-dJanuary

1956 Spring

1958 Fall

Fex

Minister, Congregational
Church, South Hadley Falls,
Massachusetts

Assistant Director, Inter-
national House, New York City

Director, International House,
University of Californis,
Berkeley

M.A.,, University of California,
Berkeley

Foreign Student Advisor with

later title of Foreign Service
Officer, University of California,
Berkeley

Six months leave to serve with
Relocation Authority in.interests
of Japanese American students

in relocation projects

Co-founder, National Association of
Foreign Student Advisors (name
changed later to National
Association of Poreign Student
Affairs). President, 1950-1952

Six months leave. Mr. and Mrs.
Blaisdell visit Arab countries

to evaluate educational experience
of foreign students in U.S.

En route Europe, Turkey, etc,

Leave to travel with Mrs.
Blaisdell in Asian countries !
for same purpose as trip in
1949, TFinanced by Rockefeller
Poundation. Japan, Philippines,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thailand,
India, Ceylon, Singapore,
Indonesia, Australia

Puerto Rico for International
Institute conference on

Latin American students, con-
tinuing to Venezuela as guest
of Creole 0il Company






1959

1959

1960

1961

1962

June

July-August

J;M)a(g
dJage 30

Avgust 31

Death of Josephine Bell
Blaisdell

Trip to Germany--financed
by German government with
group of Foreign Student
Advisers

Married Dr., Christine Seward
Sears

Retired as Foreign Service
Officer, University of
California. On one year leave
as Director of International
House to retirement date of
August 31, 1962

Board& of directors, Alameda
County Planned Parenthood.
Board of directors, Blaisdell
Institute on World Culturesand
Religions, Claremont, California






xi

Berkeley Rotary Club-.several years in the early thirties
Commonwealth Club, San Francisco--1930 to about 1958
Faculty Club, University of California, Berkeley

San Francisco World Affairs Council--from beginning to
about 1960

Advisory Committee on Foreign Students, State Department--
several years in early 1950's

Advisory Committee, American Council on Education,
Washington, D.C.--several years in early 1950's

Advisory Committee on Foreign Students and Scholars,
Institute of International Education, New York City--later
becamne National Association Foreign Student Advisors--
honorary membership after retirement

Sierra Club
Civil Liberties Union
California Tomorrow

San Francisco Committee on Foreign Relations--local
chapter, Committee on Foreign Relations, New York City

Save the Bay Association

Golden Bear--honor organization, students, University of
California
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Ariff:
Blaisdell:

Ariff:

Blaisdell:

ANCESTORS, PARENTS, AND EARLY CHILDHOOD
Ancestors

Mr, Blaisdell, where were your ancestors from?
My ancestors were from England., The name
Blaisdell--the suffix "dell" would seem to
indicate that they were of the Danish, Norseman,
King Kanute background, because the suffixes of
that kind are thought to have been of Danish
origin., Ralph Blaisdell~-however svelled, for
the name is spelled in many ways, particularly

in the United States now--apparently was a farmer
and came to Amerieca, landing at Pemaquid Point,

Maine, in a shipwreck of the ship Angel Gabriel

on August 15th, 1635,

Was that ship filled with pilgrims wnho were
attempting to get to this country?

We are not entirely sure as to the purpose of this
ship. As you know there were companies which were
promoting the bringing of people over to start
colonies within the province of those companies.

It would appear that the ship Angel Gabriecl was

one of these company ships which was supposed to
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Blaisdell: have landed further south and got diverted by the
big storm and, therefore, was shipwrecked. If you
will remember in your own days the terrible storms
along the coast of New England, you can imagine what
that storm was like., I visited Pemaquid Point in
later years and could never understand how anybody
could have survived that rocky point. But, anyway,
as far as we know that was where he landed., I pre-
sume he was a farmer. Information about him is
available in the Blaisdell papers of the Blaisdell
Family National Association* but of not very great
importance $o us in this matter,

My grandfather, James Joshua Blaisdell, was
born in 1827 in Caanan, New Hampshire. He went %o
Dartmouth College, and following Dartmouth College
he studied law in his father's office, which would
seem to indicate that his father was a lawyer. He
went, however, to Andover Theological Seminary and
was ordained in the Presbyterian Church in Cincinqati,
OChio in 1853%. He wag minister of the Presbyterian

Church there.

*Located in the Genealogical Library of Latter Day
Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah.






Ariff: What about your grandmother?

Blaisdell: My grandmother was Susan Allen Blaisdell, born in
Lebanon, New Hampshire,in 1829, Her grandfather,
and I assume 1afer, her father, had a large sheep
ranch there, This clock behind me was bought in
Lebanon, New Hampshire,from a clockmaker, Jedediah
Baldwin, in 1795 and has come down to me through
the Allen family., As you see, my name is Allen
after my grandmother's maiden name, That picture
over there is the picture of her grandfather, Diarka
Allen.

Ariff: | By the way, is this spelled with an "e-n" or an "a-n"?

Blaisdell: A-l-l-e-n--the English, not the Scotch. The Scotch
is A-lea-n, Nobody seems to know how to spell it.
I've grown not to be sensitive about it. The name
"Blaisdell" is spelled Blasdale, Blaisdel, Blasdell,
etc, Why this is, we do not know. We don't like to
assume that our ancestors were illiterate, but it is
possible that they spelled euphonically, and some
spelled one way and some spelled another. We don't
know where the division of spelling came in, but all
Blaisdells of one spelling or another in the United
States are descendants of this one ancester; we're

all related--except one small line,






Blaisdell:

Apd ffee
Blaisdell:

Rather interesting as far as the University of
California is concerned is that Dr. Blasdale, of the
chemistry department in early days, was probably not
related to us, but came from a family that emigrated
much later--but are small in number. I knew Dr.
Blasdale when I came to Berkeley. His daughter &as
later a librarian at Mills College.

Tell me a bit more about your grandparents.

Yes, They were married--Miss Susan Allen and James
Joshua Blaisdell--about 1853, and went to his first
parish, which was a Presbyterian church in Cincinnati,
Ohio, He remained there until 1859. I do not k%ow

mach about his experience there. In 1859 he went--

as a professor--to Beloit College in Beloit, Wisconsin,
which is some fifty miles from Madison. It was frontier
life and I expect, like many Puritans and New Englanders,
and also Blaisdells, they were dominated by a pioneer
spirit, and that he wanted to, and did, have a large
part to play in the development of the state, which

was then very frontier in character. He was interested

in the conservation of nétural resources, Along with

others, he bought some land, along the Rock River
across from the college, which was forested. It was

later given to the city of Beloit and it became a park.






Blaisdell:

My grandfather was interested in missionary
work, Strangely enough, in his books I found later
that he mentions having visited Italy, and his
reaction to looking over the city from the tower of
a cathedral in Milan, Father seems to know little

of how he went., 4I don't know how he travelled, it

B
«

must have been very primitive going. So he was
interested in the world., He was also interested in
education, in deveioping schools; but he was very
conservative religiously and stood without compromise
against the intrusion of liberal religious influences
in Wisconsin. There was a trial once. It've forgotten
the detailé, but it had to do with the trial of a man
in regard to some liheral movement in the churches,
Why it went to trial, Ildon't know, But Grandfather
wrote exténsively against this man because of his
liberal tendencies. On the other hand, he was a man
of very warm, human sympathies. He was interested

in starting reform schools for delinquent boys. i
later met a man who was a student of his, an older

man in my day, who said that, while conservative

*Also it is a mystery as to how he afforded it on
the very modest salary of a small college.
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Blaisdell:

Ariff:
Blaisdell:

religiously, Grandfather was the man that always
came to the defense of the students who became
drunk, There was a great deal of liquor in the
frontier town--many saloons. One of the great
problems of the college was drinking and Grandfather
always came to the defense of the students in
trouble,

How many children did your grandfather have?

He had three children--three boys. One, Abner
Blaisdell, was & cripple and died in his junior

yvear in college, Not much is known about him. The
second son was Philip, who was mentally retarded and
lived in our home for some years; but later because
of a tendency toward violence, he had to be insti-
tutionalized., He was a great burden to my father,
who loved him very dearly because they grew up
together as boys--one of the great tests for Father
was to see him institutionalized. Father was the

third °
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Ariff:
Blaisdell:

Parents-~Jdames Arnold Blaisdell and
Florence Carrier Blaisdell

Your father was the youngest?

Yes, My father's home, however, was more than a
home for themselves., Relatives in difficulty would
send their children there. One of Father's warmest
relationships was with Henry Swain, who later was
state chancellor of schools in Montana., He grew up
as a boy in my grandmothert's home and his sister,
whon we called Aunt Myra, was also in the home, I%
was a haven for those in trouble, and many others
enjoyed the home in many ways. It was not confined
to just the three boys.

Well, Father went to Beloit College and was a
great orator. I have copies of the orations he gave
in state competitions. You must reﬁember that public
speaking, debating, and oratory were much more promi-
nent in the colleges in those days than athletics,

To win a state contest was a great honor, and winning
orators were received back with great acclamation,
There is a rostrum still on the campus of Beloit
College which was used--just a rock on which the

orator stood and received the acclaim of the students.
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Blaigdell: My father stood there several times. He was a very
timid boy and student who wanted to participate in
the simple athletics of the time, he wanted to play
baseball, But his father would never let him become
athletically involved, and I doubt whether he would
have made a good athlete; he was not stronge.

Ariff: It is interesting that you said that he was timid,
and yet, he was such a speaker,

Blaisdell: Yes, this will come out later. He had to steel
himself, in later 1life, to meet the obligations of
public life as a college president and as a minister.
But it was his inner spirit of‘friendliness that broke
tarough this timidity, and also his interest in great
purposes steeled him externally.

He must have graduated from Beloit in 1888 or
'9s then he went to Hartford Theological Seminary.
This break, as he has testified in his memorabilia
that I have, was one of the turning points of his
life., He had béen under the domination of a rather
sevefe, reiigiously conservative but kindly, father.
But when he left Beloit, it was the beginning of the
deﬁelopment of his own thinking, which was more
liberal than his father's. While théy differed in

later years rather sharvly on religious matters, there
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Blaisdell:

Ariff:
Blaisdell:

was a very warm affection between them, He went to
Hartford Seminary, which was a conservative seminary,
largely to please his father. He would have preferred
to have gone to Yale and would have transferred there
during his seminary course, except that he was such

a good student that he was awarded scholarships at
Hartford and he could not afford to make the change;
and I presume, his father could not help him,

Did he go through the seminary--through' all the
years?

Yes., He graduated from the Hartford Seminary along
about 1892 or '3,

When did he meet your mother?

My mother was a farm girl, The family lived on the
farm on the outskirts of the little city of Beloit.

I visited the farm in earlier years while it was

still a farm, but have not been abie to find it since,
as it is probably covered by urban development. There
were four Carrier sisters, all beautiful girls, lovely
peaople, One became quite an artist, although she
never was able to carry it forward because she became
a teacher--first, as a missionary in Puerto Rico, and
later on under the United States government program

of education, Once, in later years, when I was in
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Puerto Rico, I found her record there as a teacher,
She had great influence on us. She would return in
the summer, and bring us Spanish candy. In later
years, she taught my brother Spanish, and he became
a, professor of Spanish at Los Angeles City College.
Which brother?
This was brother Brooks, who was my oldest brother.
In fact, I think she was the only member of the
family who brought into the family any real interest
in cultural things like art, and appreciation of fhe
beautiful, though my mother also--all the Carrier
sisters--had some of it,
What position did your mother have in the family?
Was she the oldest, the youngest?
I think she was the third, because their mother died
in her birth and the fourth daughter was a half-sister
by my step-grandmother, whom I knew in later years.,
My mother went to Beloit High School. It is hard
to believe there was a high school in Beloit in those
days, but there must have been, because I was told
that was where my father and mother met. She was a
beautiful girl. She used to tell me about walking
five miles to school every day, in the winter over

snowdrifts as high as the fences, and five miles home
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in the evening, I presume that they were very much

in love from almost their first meeting and informally
engaged for five years while my father was going to
seminary and she going to Mt. Holyoke College. I
presume that she was the only one of the Carrier
sisters who went to college. I know her father could
not help her, so I assume that my father and his
parents helped her financially., I suppose that the
Blaisdell family was a little disturbed about Mother
Blaisdell because her family was not of the intel-
lectual community of the college at Beloit. They

were on the outskirts, they were the farming community.
Your mother's family?

Yes, And my father's family apparently felt that she
should have the education that was necessary to become
a part of the Blaisdell tradition. [Chuckles] I just
assume this, and I think I am right, because Father
spoke several times about this matter.. Well, anyway,
she went to Mt. Holyoke College. My grandmother,
Susan Allen, was a student at NMt. Holyoke Seminary
under Mary Lyon in the 1840's.

Susan Allen?

Yes, Miss Susan Allen., (My daughter is Susan Allen
Blaisdell, born in the one-hundredth year

of my grandmother, Mrs. Susan Allen-Blaisdell.)
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How many children do you have?

I have two children: a daughter who is married to

an attorney, William Carroll, in San Francisco--he

is in the Extension Division of the University as

well as having an office in San Francisco., My son,
Morton Carrier Blaisdell, is a major in the Air Force,
the Strategic Air Command, and is in Alaska. He has
had several assignments in Alaska, He was in the
second World War as a fighter pilot and then came

back and graduated from Davis, and was going into
Agricultural Extension work, but was called back
durihg the Korean War, After that, he had spent so
much time--and he loved the Air Force and flying
anyway=--so he:d@decided to become a "regular",

To make it a career.

Yes.

What happeneé after your parents met and after their
early education in college and seminary, they were
marriedess

Well, at the end of Father'’s seminary course, he was
offered a fellowship of fifteen hundred dollars, which
was quite a sum in those days and the highest award the
seminary could grant any of its graduating students, to
study in Germany., However, to take advantage of it,

he would have had to sign the Hartford Creed, which

wIae A8 YAaMIr AnanaonvatFia Ao Te woo adviaed +o
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Blaisdell: give his own interpretation to it, but he felt that
this was somewhat dishonest, and he could not really
subscribe to the creed because of his growing liber-
alism., Also, he and my mother héd been engaged for
some time and they thought they should start their
married life, and two of them could not have gone
to Germany together under the funds available., So
he turned it down--but largely due to his reaction
to conservatism iﬁ the seminary. And so they were
married, about 1893, it must have been, because ny
brother was born in '94--the first child.

Ariff: Where did they live after they were first married?

Blaisdell: They went immediately to his first parish at VWaukesha,
Wisconsin, My mother was injured just a while before
their merriage and was an invalid at the time, and
the injury made her something of an invalid throughout
her life, She spent much time away from home because
of this. On the other hand, she must have lived a
rather strenuous life to have brought up three im-
petuous boys, and a girl later, and to be the wife of
a-minister in a controversial period.

I should say a word here about the religious
atmosphere of those days: it was a turbulent time.

The German scholars in the historical study of the
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Bible had begun the movement of thinking that the
Bible was not divinely inspired, but was a human
document, The churches were split wide open on
this question and it perplexed my father through
his fourtéen years as a minister. The churches
were always divided between those who continued to
believe in the divine inspiration of the Bible and
those who saw in it an historical, human document,
My father, in later years, when I started in the
seminary, handed me a little book by Washington
Gladden, a prominent minister in those early days,

called Who Wrote The Bible?w Well, this book re-

flects the tremendous controversy. There were trials
of heresy in the churches on this issue, and other
issues of liberalism were very disturbing. I presume
that this movement was as disturbing, if not more so,
than the present movement of "God is Dead", which is
disturbing religious thinking in our day. Bishop

Pike and others are getting caught up in this movement.
I got caught up in it much earlier. Anyway, Father
went to Waukesha, it was the college town, Milwaukee-

Downer College, which was a girl's college, but the

%Washington Gladden, Who Wrote The Bibl ?,(Cambridge,
Massachusetts; Riverside Press, 1891).
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church he was in was not the college church, Father
felt left out of educational matters, with which he
was primarily, I think, concerned, though he was
caught up in the ethical and sociél movenment of the
church in early days. On his way to seminary, he
had visited Harpers Ferry and had become much inter-
ested in the Negroes of the South. In Beloit, in
the early days, his father's home was one of the
'Underground! hiding places for the Negro slaves
escaping from the South.

What year was that?

It must have been in the fifties--late fifties and
early sixties, My father was a chaplain of the 40th
Wisconsin Regiment during the Civil War., I get
diverted--my mind goes to childhood experiences that
are rather interesting.

We boys, one time, found two muskets, that my
grandfather had in. the Civil War, in the attic,
Remember the attics of the o0ld New England style
homes? Well, our attic was jammed with things. We
would go up there on rainy days. One day we found
these two muskets; on the Fourfh of July, one time,
we took them down and we put in dynamite caps, that

made a little "pop", as we shot them off, It was
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great fun! One did not make enough noise, so we put
in two, and then my brother put in four and shot the
gun, pointing it across the street. "Bang," the thing
went off--it had been loaded since Civil War days--the
shot hit the house of the president of the college
across the sireet and barely missed some passing
people, and of course, it knocked my brother head over
heels backward! Well, that is one of.the childhood
memories I have of those earlier days.

Now, in the church there in Waukesha my father
was impatient, as I was in later &ears, being insistent
upon the social conscience of the church and also, he
was interested in developing the physical plant, But
again, the church was divided, and he became restlesssy
He never believed in asking or looking for opportunities.
He always believed in "the call"--that continued with
him for years. He never sought opportunities, they
sought him,

He finally accepted the call to the little
Congregational college church of Olivet, Michigan,
This was one of the colleges that was established by
the Congregationalists, who were the pioneers in edu-

cation as civilization moved west. It was one of the
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stream of colleges, Oberlin, Grinnell, and Carleton,
and later Pomona, But 0livet never developed. The
town was in sort of a backwash and remained mostly
agricultural, and it did not prosper. My two

brothers were born in Waukesha.

Farly Childhood in Olivet, Michigan

We had a horse by the name of Ned in Olivet.

My father said that he and my mother went for a long

,ride one day, and came back realizing that I was to

be born. My father made a rather complimentary state-
ment that I think he lived to doubt in later years,
that I was their pride and joy. Anyway, I was born
in Olivet. The house had no inside running water;
there were outside toilets; there was a wood and coal
stove on which my mother cooked.

It might be interesting for me to add a few
memories of Olivet, It may illustrate something of
the vast changes that have transpired in my lifetime,
Probably no generation in history has passed through
such a radical transition., I remember running downtown
to see the first automobile to pass through the village--

think of 21l that has been involved in the change from
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the horse and buggy era to the era of the automobile!

I don't remember a telephone in our home, though
later in Beloit there was one of +those o0ld machines
you cranked to get contact, There were no telephone
numbers but you asked central %o connect you, using
names. There were two telephone companies in the
same town and there was no interchange between them,
and there was no possiblé connection outside of your
town--no long distance calls,

In Olivet there were no bathrooms--toilets were
all out of doors. We took only weekly baths., The
men of the town went to the barber shops for their
baths-~again only once a week! We children took ours
in large tin tubs near the stove in the kitchen, with
water heated on the stove. As the youngest child, at
that time, I took my bath last in the same water ny
brothers. had bathed in, Our first bathroom was in
Beloit--and primitive at that.

The only eVening light was from kerosene lamps.,
The Saturday morning chore was to clean and fill the
lamps., Later in Beloit we changed to gas light, then
much later to a single electric light for each room,

We did not have automobile accidents, Our chief

excitement in this respect was runaway horses, I was
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Blaisdell: in one of those., The horse was frightened by sonme-
thing and we ended up with the horse in the barn and
the buggy smashed against the door, ; |

The little college in Olivet had reluctantly, as
in colleges in general, established science courses
in its curriculum. The little chemistry laboratory
was just across the sireet from our home. I can still
smell it today. As children we would accompany the
professor of biology on snake hunts. This professor
was once reported to have been eateﬁ by cannibals dbut
actually lived to become an eminent professor at Harvard.
On returning later from one of his tropical visits he
visited us and horrified my mother by bringing with
him several baskets of live and huge boa constrictors
and let them out to exercise in our yard.

My first love was a little blonde, curly haired
daughter of the coal dealer of the town., "Our home" -
was under the front stoop of our house., It was all
innocent and fortunately no need for birth control
devices of which there were none at the time, My
father told me much later that it was almost impossible
to secure these until after the presidential regime of
"Teddy" Roosevelt--and illegal until much later. He

once much later smuggled in an unexpurgated copy of
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Marie Stopes' book, Married Love, from England, It

was illegal to have it in the U.S. I took it to
seminary with me in 1921 in New York and the copy
became much worn as it passed from student to student.
I think it was read more avidly than the Bible! It is
not strange therefore that since retirement I have
been on the board of directors of Planned Parenthood--
world population control agency of Alameda County!

To do then what we do now would have and did lead to
prison terms!

There was ao distribution of milk, You owned
cows., Our family owned a half a cow with a professor
and he and Father alternated in the milking. Our
duty as Loys was to bring the milk home. Pasteurization
was not known 2ad I don't remember my mother even
boiling it,

Mother tock great part in the life of the church,
taught Sunday School classes; and I think the criticism
of the more conservative element was greatly softened _
by her, because of her loveliness, and also because of
my father's outreach in terms of human sympathy, and
interest in everybody regardless of how he differed
with them in point of view. He developed the capacity
to listen to0 others, and not to press his own points of

view, This became a very great help to him in later
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Years as an administrator., To be able to listen is

a great quality! Most people like to talk about

their own ideas, (I am afraid I am like that.)

Father listened, and people thought that he probably
agreed with them more than he did, because he listened
and did not controvert them,

In Olivet he bought an apple orchard and became
interested in the land., Later, at Pomona College, he
was always urging the college to buy land and more
land. There also he bought an orchard of his own,
developed a lemon and orange grove out of the desert
above Claremont. He was a great believer in land and
its importance.

I don't remember my father's preaching. I don't
remember his sermons. We always went to church, of
course., The only episode I remember was that once
our dog, Fritz, followed us to church and down the
aisle, Before we couid capture him, he went up and
lay down heside Father on the pulpit. He stayed there
sleeping 211 through the service., That is the only
memory I have, but this interest of Father's in the
liveral moveﬁents must have had an influence on me,
Yes., To divert a bit, what was the influence of

religion on your home life?
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Did T tell about my grandfather's conservatism? I
guess I did,

Yes,

And my grandmother, I judge, followed him, not so
much because of her own natural inclination to develop
religious thought as following her husband; she lived
with us until she died (except in Olivet)., After
Clivet, we moved to Beloit, Wisconsin, and lived in

Grandmother's home,

Family TLife in Beloit, Wisconsin

Father was offered a professorship in Olivet
College, and several times to Beloit, but later
accepted an offer which seemed to be more to his
liking; it was the professorship of Biblical Literature
and College Librarian., President Eaton of Beloit
College was quite a family friend and was constantly
trying to bring Pather back to the college. However
Father did not want to follow the family pattern and
he resisted for a time, But later this developed,
and I think he felt, too, that he would be in constant

controversy in the church--that he would have a
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greater chance of influencing liberal thinking on
religion if he went to a religious college and could
interpret the Bible through the course on Biblical
literature., ILater conversations with his students
that I have had revealed that he had great influence
as a teacher opening up the horizons of religious and
ethical and social thinking., When we went to Beloit
was the beginning of the period that my grandmother
lived with us or rather we lived with her in the old
family home, and so as not to disturb her many of the
religious traditions that mignt not have been carried
on if she had not been present were carried on in our
home,

My father was very fond of his mother. In fact,
in later years, I came to feel he had what might be
called 2 "mother complex"--frequently she was pushed
forward more than my mother, I think this must have
been very perplexing to my mother. I remember later
episodes in Claremont where my grandmother, in her
declining years, would open all the mail and this
would bother my mother a great deal, There were other
things of this kind. As a result, in Beloit where we
went in about 1903, many of the religious traditions

were continued,
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Where, in your family life?

In the home, We always had prayers following break-
fast,in the living room, We all kneeled in front of
our chairs for these prayers. I remember a friend of
mine, who is still living, who used to go by to join
us to go to school and would whistle for us. My father
would say, "Invite Harlan in," and he would have to
kneel and have prayers with us, On Sundays, not only
did we attend church in the mornings but also in the
evenings and the rest of the day had to be given to
unusual occupations such as reading good literature.
We were not confined to religious literature, but we
were supposed to find a good book and read out under
the great elm trees, which my grandfather had planted
in a yard fenced in by a New England fence which we
could not go beyond on Sunday.

What did you read?

I don't remember, This is curious, I must have read
some of the childhood classies but, frankly, I can't
understand certain things in the femily life. There
were not the cultural influences that you would have
expected. We weren't introduced to art. My mother
read to us; but I don't remember any emphasis on the

literary classics. In many ways, I felt I had been
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denlied the introduction to things that I now see I
am totally uneducated in--art, literature, music,
the theater. |

In speaking about the home life, what about card
playing and dancing?

Oh, those things were definitely outs

Perhaps there was some relationship, those were
frowned upon.

Well, yes, they were. My father, of course, even
with his liberal thinking, did not want to, and I
don't think he was inclined to, disturb others by
evidence of this sort of thing that disturbed the
communities. As a minister and later as a professor
in the college, he conformed and believed in confo?mity,
to a certain extent, until later years.

I can intrude here one experience at Pomona
College, later, way up in 1914-15. There was no
dancing at the college, and nobody could smoke in
public. One professor was seen smoking a cigar at
Laguna Beach in the early days, and he was nearly fired
from the college, when this became known. One time,
I took the college car, which was the only car our
family had, and I don't know whether I had permission

or not, but anyway, I was going to Pomona with a young



el 7 wrt- m Bumowd lw&wtl'l l‘.r"-' 'M
FDTpEE .l‘}!ﬂly o dind % '3}-“-]’ ‘a2 !

A9 Pl v Pl B a2 SSs MJE 12
im¥omes ore wm et
e Al gk sy QSN 7 -, T elal T
AN milE Q0 BT e Ak e, - 1 ‘4
e W
‘s Y s imEs S S e ¢
% A aow s bes o wm 3 -

VA BT = mepeegty L 8 i mE 1
f\‘f-"t”.h:l_bﬂh 'ULGH N = i |
s RS PR R mA e JR ' "u e
SRR L s B -
-..l. ) 1.!'. III
- .If_l L I-_-- ba u .l - -
. -F..- =8 Em _=_ v = - 2 |
o R e s - )
.-l.‘.l-l.l * = = 5 .. - (N
R L . LT 4 =t
_ _.'-r--‘ T R S~ P T™ " . e
N Bl N nWphadlll o FoOF
-t el =l L oo =l LI

. -|=-"
-||



Blaisdell:

Ariff.

Blaisdell:

Ariff:
Blaisdell:

26

lady, and I unfortunately parked the car in front of
the dance hall at Pomona, The city of Pomona was

five miles away from the college. The car was seen
there by one of the college professors and he re-
ported to Father that the college car was parked in
front of the dance hall at Pomona city. Well, I
hadn't gone to the dance hall but I had gquite a2 time
extricating myself from, first, the use of the college
car, and second, so carelessly parking it in front of
the dance hall! [Chuckles] Well, this goes forward,
and we should go back.

Yes, I am curious about your family., What your
position was in the family? Were .you the third child?
I was the third boy, and I think I was supposed to be
a girl., ©Probably the name would have been Ellen instead
of Allen,

How many were there of you all together?

There were four., We finally had a sister born, seven
years younger than I was., They apparently tried again
to see if they could get a girl and would quit if they
got another boy. But this time they got a girl. One
of the interesting things was that all of us children
were born in the home and not in the hospital., Father,

in later years, used to say that there was a great deal
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Blaisdell: 1lost by children being born in hospitals rather than
in homes., I don't know why. Anyway, my sister came
alongs On the day of her birth, there was of course
commotion in the house and my dear brother had been
told to take me out. S0 he took me downtown, and on
the way he introduced me as best he could to the
information on birds and bees, and then told me that
I had a sister, That was my first introduction to
sex, the birth of my sister. I don't think my brother
knew too much, but anyway, I accepted it as divinely
inspired. [Chuckles]

Ariff: What were you interested in when you were a child?

Do you remember?

Blaisdell: My childhood was not a happy childhood, as I look
back on it, somewhat because of the restrictions that
I could not join with my friends and do the things
they did. We never could have a gun, a BB gun, as my
friends had, We were denied many other things that
others could do. Then, too, Beloit was beginning to
be an industrial city. The fathers of the college did
not have the foresight to secure the land down to Rock
River, There was a bluff--a little plateau above the
river--and the college was on this bluff, As a result,

Pleasant Street, of Beloit, which bordered the river
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Just below the college, became the Italian community,
whose members were employees in the Fairbanks Morse
Engineering Company that developed considerably in’
later years. It was part of the movement to bring
cheap labor from abroad for the growing industries

of that period. The Italian community was in the

same school district as we were, so we 2all went to
school together. On the way home, the Italians and
the college community kids would meet, and always

have a fight, They had no common interests., I think
that this was the introduction to my thinking on race.
It was pounded into me, I suppose that this was
somewhat the beginning of my awareness of racial pre-
judice., My somewhat more liberal attitude toward

race in later years was somewhat influenced by my
being beaten up by an Italian boy whom I called a
"Dago".

Why did you call him a "Dago"?

Oh, when we weren't with them, we called them "Dagos".
There were the "Wops" or "Dagos", and I forget what we
called the Swedish element., There was quite a group
of Swedes and Norwegians. As a matter of fact, we had
a maid in our home who was a Norwegian or Swede, I

think, These young Scandinavian girls came over to ©Te
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Blaisdell: married and find their life in this country. There
was quite a colony of the Swedes and Norwegians, The
Italians were the factory workers.

As I have indicated, my childhood I do not re-
member with very great pleasure except in relationship
to my mother., I can remember on winter afternoons,
waen it was beginning to get dark when we came in from
the snow and from school, she would read to us and
peel apples, We would have apples and reading with
Mother, in the gloom of the early winter evenings.
Those were happy times.

The winter sports did not interest me to any
extent, The college had what were called Indian
nounds. They were burial places of the Indians. They
were excavated later and some artifacts found. They
were all over the college campus and seemed like
nountains to me as a boy. We used to slide down,
using barrel staves as skis, The Observatory Hill,
going down toward the river, was gquite a hill. Then
there was Devil's Slide, which only the most proficient
would dare to go down, I don't think I ever skied
down that. Skating to school on the sidewalks and then
the gathering of nuts in the fall were happy activities,

We would go out into the farm country--nobody cured.
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We threw sticks into the trees and got great big loads
of nuts, butternuts, and walnuts, and hickory nuts.
We'd store them for drying in our attic. Those must
have been happy days.

I remember, we had a horse as we did in Olivet,
and we took rides on it. Sometimes the family rented
a surrey, and would drive out to the old farm and to
"Big Hill" for picnics. I was always the youngest,
so I sat below the seat behind the dashboard, and I
could see the hoofs of the horses and the imprints
they made in the dirt road and the wheels going around.
If in the spring, we would find violets, bloodroots,
windflowers and other wild flowers. Those were happy
times. But I was not a strong boy, and I don't think
I was too happy. I don't remember being a bappy boy.

I don't know why--partly me and partly the environment,

I think.
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BOYHOOD IN CALIFORNIA

High School Days in Claremont, California

Ariff: How old were you when the family moved to Claremont?

Blajisdell: I lived approximately seven years in Beloit., I must
have been thirteen or fourteen when we went to Claremont
because I was in the eighth grade.

Ariff: Why did your family move to Claremont?

Blaisdell: Pomona was a struggling Congregational college about
to close its doors because of financial difficulties,
And Mr. George Marston, who was president of the board
of trustees-~the great citizen of San Diego, of the
Marston Store--was a great man, Pomona College was
looking for 2 president. There was a man who had
given to Beloit College and had also given to Pomona
College~-a man by the name of Pierson, Mr., Marston
went to Mr., Pierson, who had followed the destiny of
these two little colleges and had been generous to
them, and asked him if he had any suggestions. DMNr.
Pierson said, "Well, you ought to look up James
Blaisdell at Beloit." Mr,., Marston came and talked
with Father. He was a man who could challenge anybody

to exciting futures, and he excited Father. Father
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went to Dr. Pierson and asked his advice, and Pierson
said, "Stay at Beloit, you'll be the next president."
At Beloit?

Yes. But there were two things: first, theéere was
the challenge of the Blaisdell pioneer spirit coming
through the family from Puritan days. Also, Father
had a family of four children, and his salary at
Beloit College including, I think, his carrying on
the ministry of the Second Congregational Church of
Beloit, amounted to maybe $1800., He felt he couldn't
be fair to his family and not take the opportunity of
a salary of $5000 as president of Pomona. So he
accepted, and we moved to Claremont in 1910, I was in
the eighth grade. I finished the eighth grade and I
went to Claremont High School,.

How was Claremont as compared to Beloit? Were you
happier in Claremont?

I think so. There was a freer atmosphere, Much of
the tradition and conservatism of the home life had
passed oute. Liberalism began to dominate.

Was your grandmother still living?

She was still living, and moved with us to Claremont,
but she adjusted more to us than we to her,

We didn't have prayers--all we had were blessings at
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mealtime, but we did not have after-breakfast prayers.

I suppose on college matters Father had to get busy
right away. A good deal of those traditional conserva-
tive things began to disappear., California, as it is
today, is more open, more friendly, less reactionary.

I have had professors at Cal and at other California
colleges say the same thing. One of my closest friends,
who came to be a professor at Mills College, Oakland,
was previously at a conservative Middle Western college,
and he just breathed a sigh of relief when he came to
California, He could not believe that there was such

a freedom and openness of thinking as there was here
compared to the Niddle West. That was true even in
those early days. You were more concerned about the
development of civilization than you were in the
traditions and the past; you were living in the future;
in the Middle West you were conserving something waich
had already been built, This led to this open, pioneer
atmosphere which, I think, still prevails in California
to a certain extent.

What was one of your father's first ventures when he
came out here?

Well, the first thing he had to do was to raise
$100,000 to get the college out of debt. Nobody thought
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it could be done., The college was about to close

its doors because of debt. He went into a campaign

of $100,000, which was "something" in those days,

and it was successful, He was a great speaker and

he challenged people. He challenged the students,

He was an inspirational man, He did not oush re-
ligion down their throats in any sense whatsoever,

Out of his background he had a great grasp of
literature, of the Bible, and particularly of Tennyson.
He could speak and he could inspire people to participate
in great enterprises, This was his genius as president
of Pomona,

He was very successful at this first...venture?

Oh, yes. Only a few years later under his leadership
the college entered into a campaign for one million
dollars., And one million--well, that was something!
And they were successful in that! He went throughout
the length and breadth of the state, preaching in
churches, anywhere where he thought there was money,
The timidity of his earlier days gave way to the
challenge of the enterprise., He would do things in the
interest of the enterprise which he could never have
done as an individual, he was so timid, IHe used to

tell me that he was always uncomfortable in the
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Blaisdell: presence of wealthy people. In spite of this he
challenged them to the concept of "the stewardship
of wealth". He dwelt on this as a peculiarly
American characteristic. It was rather curious. His
social thinking was way ahead of his acting as a
college administrator. But he adjusted his statements
so that they did not unduly disturb the community; but
his ideas were there in the background and they pushed
the enterprise forward constantly.

Ariff: Do you remember anything more about your father's
problems at Pomona, other than fund raising?

Blaisdell: Oh yes, I was one of them, as were my brothers! You
see, we never had a home, In Beloit we lived in my
grandmother's home; in Claremont in the president's
house belonging to the college. Ve never owned our
own home., Whereas we had horses and a carriage in
Beloit, the college provided an automobile for Father's
professional duties., A car then was quite something,
of course, I remember the first one was a Cadillac,
a very big, cumbersome thing. So we never could use
things without a consciousness that we were not using
our own, but something that belonged to the college,
This always bothered us, end it bothered Father, too.

As boys we had to have transportation at times for
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Blaisdell: dates, and it was difficult to persuade Father that
we should use the college car., So it was sneaked
out at times. I remember that the town sloves down
from the mountains., I became adept at turning the
engine of the car off way up the street, and coasting
down, turning the corners, going up a little incline,
and backing into the garage without the engine!
[Chuckles] But the college always came first in our
family life.

Ariff: Did you feel rather smothered by this? Did you feel
that your activities were circumscribed?

Blaisdell: Anything we did represented the president's thinking.
This was a problem for us. I think more for me probably
than for my brothers. I don't know why. In later
years when I was in college, what I said tended to be
interpreted as what the president wanted.

Ariff: I was wondering about that. How would you describe
yourself as contrasted to your brothers? Would you
say, for instance, that your older brothers were more
aggressive or outgoing, or was it the opposite?

Blaisdell: My oldest brother remained throughout his life under
the domination of my father. My father was a domi-
nating person, kindly but dominating. He would say

to me when I came to him with a problem that had to
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be decided, "Buddy; you decide that for yourself."

But I knew--excuse me-~damned well what he wanted me
to decide! You see, my brother Brooks, an older boy,
had a very perplexing life, that I won't go into too
much. He was always under the domination of my father
until his death in later years. Well, I should go
back and say that my second brother, Paul, and I went
through Pomona College, and I always thought that was
a great mistake. We should never have attended the
college where my father was president. My oldest
brother couldn't take it.

Brooks.,

Yes. He was sent to the University of Wisconsin where
he graduated in agriculture; but he came back to
Claremont. After college, my second brother went to
medical school in Chicago. He pulled aside into his
own life. He was never dominated by Father and was
probably resentful of him in many ways.

I found a book in the library written by a man by the
name of Summer about Pomona.

Which was that, George Summer, or C. B.? Do you know?
Charles Bunt Summer was one of the earl& founders of |
the college and was still living when we went to
Claremont. George was his son. George was professor
of economics and then treasurer of the college for
many years, and then became treasurer of the joint

enterprise for some time before he died.
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Blaisdell: A very interesting thing, just to give you a train
of thought into the future, I recently ran across
an article on the development of the idea of breaking
down the big universities into small units like Santa
Cruz or San Diego or Irvine., It points out the fact
that this whole movement from bigness to maintain
smallness started with my father., I remember once
talking to Dean McHenry, chancellor of the Santa Cruz
campus. Clark Kerr and Dean McHenry and many University
people were International House boys. I knew them as
students. I recently met Dean McHenry on the campus,
and I said, "Dean, what you are doing is following out
my father's concept of small colleges." He said, "Yes,
I have always said that Santa Cruz should have been
called the Blaisdell Campus of the University of
California." Dean's sister married a2 professor at
Pomona., Dean was often out there while he was a
professor at UCLA, He caught the concept there, and
he instituted that at Santa Gruz.

Ariff: I wondered if you wanted to say anything more about
high school,

Blaisdell: As I have said, we went to Claremont about 1910, and
I was in the eighth grade. After the eighth grade, I

went to Claremont High School, which was a very small
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high school at the timey gnd I was there for three
years, By the end of three years I had completed
enough units so that, with summer school at the
University of California in the summer of 1914, I
was able to get the credits necessary for entrance
to college. Parenthetically-~ the course I took at
that summer session was German., By a law passed
during the war, all instruction in German was dis-
continued in public institutions, and all professors
in that department of the university were dropped!
How different in the second World VWar when it was
the policy to teach all the languages of our enemies.
I therefore took the next year out and worked in a
grocery store driving the delivery wagon and got to
know the inside of family life in Claremont in no
uncertain ways! I went to the back doors and saw
their kitchens, and got to know the women of the

community.

College Days and the Army

Pollowing that year, I entered Pomona in 1915--

Pomona College, of course., As I look back on my
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college course, I feel that I did not get a very

good education other than_at the beginning. It was

a disturbed period,

Way was it disturbed?

It was disturbed because of the war., My mother and

I were at Lake Tahoe following my summer at UC, and
while we were there war was declared. Then, as I
returned to college, a good many of the students went
off to the Ambulance Corps before we were in the war
itself, When war was declared, I believe gggg, many
more enlisted or were drafted. At the end of my junior
year, I went to an Army Training Camp at the Presidio
in San Francisco, Following the course, I received my
second lieutenant's commission in Field Artillery.
However, we were transferred then to Camp Taylor,
Kentucky, near Louisville, And as we had had no
training in artillery, we were put into a unit for
artillery training. This was about September iggé—er
37, I don't remember which, While we were in our
training, of course, the armistice was declared in
November, but I continued on through to the commission
and was discharged on January 1., Of course, during my

period there was the great influenza epidemic, I would

wake up in the morning and find the bed next to me
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vacant, and the next morning the bed on the other
side was vacanty

Where was this?

This was at Camp Taylor, Kentucky. That was a very
serious time over all of the United States. But I
survived all right, and then returned to Claremont
and took up my college course for the second semester,
We were given credit for our military training so that
I graduated with my class in June, 1919, This again
added to the fact that my education was rather sparse.
My chief interests in college were in sciences,
chemistry and so forth, though I was much interested
in philosophy. We had a visiting professor from
Harvard who was very stimulating--George Herbert
Palmer,

Your career was interrupted, but I understand you
made Phi Beta Kappa in spite of this, |

Yes, There were some who assumed that I made Phi
Beta Kappa because my father was president of the
college, and not because of my intellectual acumen.

[ Chuekles]
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James A Blaisdell--President of Pomona College

You have spoken about how difficult it was to
be the son of the president of the school., Since
you were in that position, do you remember any of
your father's probvlems in connection with school--
problems other than fund raising?
It was a time of shift and change in American small-
college education., They started as religious insti-
tutions with a background of Congregationalism, There
was no dancing, no smoking; a good many things were
frowned upon. There was daily chapel until around
1918, oxr '19, After I left, chapel was discontinued,
There were college gatherings once a week, non-religious
in character., It was this shift of religious thinking
again, and Father was in the forefront of that. The
colleges gradually became secularized and far more
liberal in terms of religious thinking, and in terms
of social customs. The type of religious change that
went on can be illustrated by this (and I think my
father was in the lead in this): he did not like to
have outside religious organizations with any control
of religious discussion and thinking at the college.

He opposed the YMCA program which was very extensive
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in colleges at that time. Instead, he set up a
Department of Religion in the college. The first

man, I think, who was in charge of that devpartment

was Dr. Brooks, who was previously minister at the
First Congregational Church at Berkeley. With this
course,.Father felt that the college would set its

own atmosphere in meeting the religious issues.

What direction did this course take? Vas it =

course in comparative religion?

I don't know, as it came just after I left, and I

did not participate in that, There was a move against
the evangelism of the YM and YWCA at that time., The
YWCA was far more liberal than the YMCA., Father wanted
the college itself to set the atmosphere of its re-
ligious thinking. While there were visiting speakers
coming in, they were not encouraged to come in for
evangelical purposes and were invited by the college
itself, There was only one church in Claremont, the
Congregational Church, at that time., The relationship
between the college and the church was therefore rather
close. This, again, was part of the religious life of
the college. The students sang in the choir of the
church. I believe there was required attendance at

churca on Sunday; this was discontinued very shortlye.
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Later, the college set up its own services. The
community was growing, and other denominational

churches were established in the town, so one com-
munity church did not prevail as in earlier dayé.

What was Pomona strongest in, in what subject matter?
Well, it was very strong in its science, There was

an outstanding professor there in chemistry, Professor
Lyman., Through those years, the graduates of Pomona

in the sciences wno came to the University of California
did remarkably well, However, Father was deeply con-
cerned to keep the humanities strong in the curriculum.
My father used to say that it was very easy to raise
money for an endowment for a science department but

it was far more difficult to raise money for humanities,
He therefore stressed the humanities as essential to
liberal education. I might a2dd here too something

that is of interest in terms of later development at
Berkeley.

The minister at the Congregational Church at
Claremont in those days was a Dr, Henry Kingman, who
was married to an English woman he had met when he was
a missionary in China, The Kingman children were
approximately my age., Harry Kingman, the oldest son,

was a graduate of Pomona and later vecame the executive
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secretary of the University Young Men's Christian
Association at Berkeley. He was later very influ-
ential in liberalizing the whole social attitude of
the YMCA, and was of large influence at the Universitye.
Our friendship continued through the years. We were
very close in the many perplexities which arose at
peripheral institutions at the University in later
years.

Here in Berkeley?

Yes.

Whom else did you meet there as a young man? Do

you remember?

I had better not go into that [chuckles], because I
met a lot of girlsl! The man who became the president
of the Armstrong Linoleum Company was one of my
friends, And Mr. Rex Ragan was my friend from the
eighth grade through college, and later became a
professor of business administration and tax consultant
at the University of Southern California,

I have come across the term "Claremont Colleges" in
my reading and I wondered which colleges were in-

cludeds
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Claremont Colleges Concent

That development came after I left, but was initiated
by my father. He saw Pomona College becoming too

big and while he visualized the future growth of
California, he valued the intimacy of the small
college., He used to say that no college should be
bigger than that all its students could eat in one
dining room, He felt the intimacy of student and
student, and faculty and student in the small college
was exceedingly important. He did not want Pomona

to become the Stanford of Southern California, which
it was tending to become., The enrollment at Pomona
at that time was limited to eight hundreds. He felt
that was the maximum size for a small college. This
has grown to be now, I think, to eleven-twelve hundred.
To offset this, he visualized the setting up of small
independent

iﬂ&ggenous colleges around common, central facilities.
He spent a year in England or in Europe, and a good
deal of time in England, and came back to initiate
this program. It was originally called the "Oxford
Plan"., Father later insisted that, while it took on
some of the characteristics of the English university,

it was distinctly American in that it was a
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Blaisdell: visualization of a group of colleges more or less
unrelated, as under the federal system of states,
namely, that the individual college should be

. {ndegehdehr'
entirely indigenous and self-governing, but that
there should be a cooperative unity through which
they could accomplish common things that the small
colleges could not afford by themselves., With the
advancement of science, etc.,, at the large universi-
ties, if the small college was to continue, it had
to build up its facilities which were too expensive
for the small college, such as science laboratories,
common auditoria, a common library for them all,
This was the beginning of the "Claremont Colleges".
It has changed its name somewhat, and changed its
character, and later developments are not entirely in
line with Father's original conception. He once said
to me that he once believed that men could cooperate,
but that he had learned that they could not,

Ariff: When did this disillusionment set in?

Blaisdell: It set in with the opposition largely at Pomona
College against the joint system, The faculty at
Pomona College felt that their departments needed
reinforcing, their salaries needed to be readjusted,

and that it was more important to build the single
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college strongly than to divert the energies and the
support to other institutions, Pomona never quite
accepted the common system., They accepted donations
for a science laboratory which should have really
been a laboratory controlled by the centfal organi-
zation, the Claremont Colleges, for all the colleges.
However, the adjustment had been made and I don't
think the central idea can ever be destroyed. It is
being copied very widely.

In a late issue of the Business Week magazine

there is an article on the development of this concept
at other large universities such as the University

of California. Santa Cruz campus has followed the

pattern, and so has San Diego campus, Other universi-
ties in the South and in the East are breaking down in
smaller units, The College of the Pacific has gone to
a similar plan. These all vary from the central idea,

but Business Week indicates that it was my father's

original concept that was the beginning of this whole
thing.

What about the high schools? I have read about com-
munities building up educational complexes where they
have all of the educational facilities in one location.

Does that idea have any relationship to this?
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No! No relationship. However, Claremont had hecome

an educational complex in these ways. Around this
central plan of colleges have developed other insti-
tutions affiliated, although not essentially organi-
zationally part of the plan. For instance, the
botanical gardens, up on Indian Hill, which is just

a short walk from the colleges, has become incorporated
as part of the plan where research is done in botany,
and plant pathology, and this sort of thing. Then the
Methodist Seminary, which was associated with the
University of Southern California, moved to Claremont
School of Theology Which, while not officially related
to the complex of colleges, is still a co-operating
agenéy in the development of the educational facilities,
And the high school is just across the street, It is
just the fact that the colleges attracted other edu-~
cational institutions. In another year or so, there
will be a girl's Catholic college at Claremont; it is
moving out from the Los Angeles center. Again, it will
not be an official part of the college complex in
responsibility, but by the very nature of the develop-
ment these institutions are gathering about it. dJust
outside of Claremont, there is a boy's secondary school,

and there is a girl's collegiate institute, I think
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they call it, The Claremont Colleges plan is growing
)hdePe nclen‘f‘

to be a magnet of co-operating but indigenous insti-

tutions,

It just happens.

Yes., Other schools gather around this educational

environment,

Experiences in Japan

What did you do after you graduated from Pomona?

When I left college I went to Japan to teach school.
There was a man by the name of Galen Fisher who later
lived in Berkeley. His brother was later a member of
the board of directors of the International House for
some years--the Fisher family was a very fine influ-
ential family in the area, Galen Fisher was one of
the founders of the YMCA in Japan, and he started a
"Peace Corps" which was not known as a Peace Corps
then, He would come to the United States, pick out

a limited number, five to ten young fellows just
graduating from college ,and he would take them to
Japan, There he would farm them out to Japanese

government schools, to teach English.
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Was this under the auspices of the YMCA?

Yes, But once we got there we were not under the
YMCA, We became employees of the Japanese Prefectual
Government, I was one of these who was chosen and
went to Japan in 1919, just following my graduation.
What age group did you teach?

I went down to Fukuoka and taught in the Fukuoka
Commercial School which was a sort of commercial

high school. It was entirely a boys' school. T
suppose the students must have been of high school
age, and a little beyond, in their last year.,

How did you live when you were in Japan?

This is a very interesting period in my life., I went
under a two-year agreement, The first year I lived
with a Lutheran missionary family in Fukuoka. I was
then somewhat religiously inclined--I think somewhat
superficially, but at least I had the inclination.

But living with this conservative Lutheran missionary
family, I began to react., I remember one episode, Ve
always had prayer meetings on Wednesday nights, I did
not need to go but I did because I was living in their
home, the gathering place of the missionaries. They
were all Southern Lutherans. Following the prayer

meeting, I made the remark, "I don't understand it,
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you folks will come thousands of miles to associate
with Japanese on an intimate basis, and they are
yellow-skinned. But not one of you will go back to
Georgia or North Carolina and sit down to the same
table with a Negro." Before the evening was out I
had all the missionary ladies in tears because I
challenged their sincerity. Most of my work was in
the government school, and it was very interesting,
I was the only foreign teacher in the school. They
were very kind to me and very tolerant of me.

Did you learn any Japanese while you were there?
Very little. I was not ever a linguist. My father
was not a linguist either. He always said that he
had a poor memory--and language is memory. I picked
up enough to get along so I could travel,

You were speaking about getting to know the Japanese
people, Did you make any Japanese friends while you
were there?

Oh yes--not that lasted beyond the years at all, but

the school boys would come to my home outside of school

hours. In fact, it became so burdensome in the end

that I had to call a halt to it. I remember going out

on the playground one time and the stuffy, stern, old

military officer who was in charge of the military
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Blaisdell: +training, which was very dominant at school, was
giving the manual of arms., I had been in the first
World War, that is,I had been a lieutenant. I had
not gotten to Germany., But I was a second lieutenant
in Field Artillery and I had gone through the pre-
liminary training. So I stepped up to him and when
I first went he looked at me with great skepticism
and sternness and would have nothing to do with me.
But I picked up a gun and I showed them the American
manual of arms, He was pleased as punch over that,
and after that he was very friendly with me,

Or the professor of agriculture would come in.
He would bring in a box of fireflies that he had
caught on his farm. In the evening I would take the
box of fireflies up to my room, and I would open the
window and see them fly out over the landscape. In-
deed, they tried to marry me off to a Japanese girl!
They made several avproaches on this. I still have
the picture of the girl they tried to have me marry.
I don't know why I didn't, because I learned to love
the beauty of the Asian women., In later years I always
said that my second wife would be an Asian because
they knew their place! But it never happened that

way.
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It was a fascinating year. The Japanese believe
in vacations and holidays. And during those periods
I would get on the train (I had, I think, fifty per
cent off on third-class travel because I was an em-
ployee of the government), and I would travel, I
would get on the train in the morning and I would get
off at night at some place, look up the missionary
and stay overnight with him, and then move on the
next day. I 4id quite a bit of that.

One time, I took a friend,who was also one of
these "Peace Corps" men, teaching in Nagasaki, over
to Seoul, Korea;for an operation at the séwrano%/—
Hospital. I left him there and went on up to Manchuria
and on into Peking., I travelled third class, sleeping
on the luggage racks of the third-class Chinese f{rains.
How I ever sﬁrvived, I don't know. I had many exper-
iences there that were very determining in my attitude
towards things in Asia--the dominance of the Japanese,
the cruelty in Korea, the overpowering lordship they
had on the Manchurian Railroad on which I had to travel,
being pushed around.

In Peking, China, I bumped into what was known
as "Princeton Court," which is another pre-Peace Corps

movement. Princeton University sent some of their
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Blaisdell: graduates over to co~operate with the YMCA in Peking,
China. There I bunked in with a group of them in a
Chinese house they were running. The manager of the
house was a man by the name of Laurence Sears whom
later I met at Union Seminary at New York. We be-
came lifelong friends. I used to visit him, He
became a professor in later years at Ohio Vesleyan
and then came out to Mills College. Very shortly
after that he died; then my wife died. Laurence
Sears' widow and I decided to carry on through life
together, and she is now my present wife, Dr. Sears.
That goes forward, but you can see how things tie
together and lead on to the future,

Ariff: What do missionaries accomplish abroad, how do you
feel about missionaries going to, say, the Orient?

Blaisdell: Many of them were the salt of the earth, kindly
people, However, I began to feel that in terms of
evangelism, they were far from constructive. They
broke against the traditional manner of life of the
people. Where they got one individual interested and
converted, they created a family split that was un-
fortunate. Then too, I saw them teaching the super-
stitions of our religion as being true against the

superstitions of their own religions. It bothered me
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very deeply--not so much when I lived with them as
later on when I looked back on it., Here again, the
Congregational missionaries were a different kind.
They were liberal people. Whereas there were evange-
lists among them, their main concern was in the
founding of educational institutions and hospitals,
In those institutions I feel they made important
contributions. Where the emphasis was to convert the
young people in‘the schools I disagree with then.

At the end of my first year, I was approached two
ways: one, by the English speaking newspaper of
Japan (The Japan Advertizer), printed in Tokyo, to
become a reporter for them. I have often wondered
why I did not take ite I did not know enoughsy I was

too immature--religiously concerned, Then I was

approached by the Congregational Missionary Society
in Japan to continue with them. (And also, as with
the first, I felt I should return to the U.S. to
undertake my graduate studies).

At the end of the school year, the seniors of
all the schools were taken on foreign trips. Some
of the schools sent their students as far as the

West Coast of the United States, but my students were

to be sent to China. And I, with a Japanese teacher,
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was put in charge of this group. We travelled
steerage from the port in Japan, Moji, to Shanghai,
I remember that trip with great interest. I tra-
velled through China to Nanking and that whole area
of China with this group. We stayed in native inns,
of course, and I think I got, either there or some-
where along the line, amoebic dysentery. Nobody
knew what it was in those days. I was very sick.

In fact I went to the station at Pukuoka to catch
nmy train for Tokyo, and fainted. I remember waking
up and seeing my colleagues at the school, all in
their Prince Albert suits, who had come down to see
me off, gathered about me, and the doctor in his
Prince Albert. It was quite an episode for him to
be called to the station to treat a foreigner. A
missionary whom I always loved for what he was and
what he did for me, took me to his home and for a
month I was in bed. Then I went from there on up to
the north of Japan and realized that I had to go home.
Every time that I started to do something,or make a
decision,I would faint. As long as I did not have to
make a decision I was all right. So I crawled on to
a freighter at Yokohama. On the freighter was the

Severance— .
same man that I had taken to Severanls Hospital on my
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Blaisdell: way up through Korea, He was going home! He played
the mandolin and I played the cornet, neither of us
professionally, As I lay in my bunk and he lay in
his, we would have duets with the mandolin and
the cornet. On the boat he slipped roller skating
and he broke his ankle., So we were both confined
to our berths.

Ariff: What did you feel was the most significant aspect
of your Japanese trip--what impressed you most?

Blaisdell: I suppose that I would have to say that the most
significant aspect of it is my present wife. I met
her first husband in China as I travelled during that
year, and that led to a close family relationship
through the years., So when my wife died and her
husband died, the natural thing for us to do was To
pool our interests and friendship for the latter
years. That'é by the side, of course, Though not
too much so, because I think it points to the fact
that the most important thing is the personal re-
lationships that grew out of it, the friendships
that have continued through the years. Even though
I disagreed violently with the conservative theology
of the Iutheran people with whom I lived in Fu Kuoka,

?

they were delightful people, and I am still in
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correspondence with a man nearly ninety years old
now who was the missionary with whom I lived, and

who has visited in my home several times. This was
very important to me, The relationships with the
Japanese have not continued because it was impossible
over the years., I don't know what became of the
students.

I suppose, also, that it was an experience that
alerted me to the world at large. It brought me out
of the confines of my own cultural and intellectual
life in the Western world, and has influenced me right
down through the years, It was the opening of the
door into the future, I suppose that if I had not
gone to Japan in those days I would have never become
the director of International House., It led right
into that., I threw off the religious things‘that
concerned me then; it opened the doors of human re-
lations on a world-wide basis, I remember my father
once saying to me as I started out on a later European
trip, "You leave a citizen of the United States, you
will return a citizen of the world." And I think that
refers, also, to this early experience in Japan. It
has led to my return trips to the Asian world, and has

made me very appreciative of the Asians and aware of
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Blaisdell: +the problems they are facing and concerned with the
political events, the foreign policy, of the United
States government, in regard to the Far East, and
also particularly to my interest in the whole move-
ment in Japan centering around our occupation. It
led from one international experience to another,
and set the pattern of my world consciousness and my

professional life,

Pacific School of Religion

Ariff: What made you decide to go to the Pacific School of
Religion?

Blaisdell: Now you are asking a very hard question. I am not
certain that anybody could answer why he does certain
things., I suppose my interest in religion was due %o
the restlessness of adolescence. One never begins to
think for himself very early--indeed, I matured very
late in life in terms of thinking things out for myself,
and the religious pressures at that time were rather
strong. I suppose it was something of following the
family pattern., My grandfather and father had been

ministers and I think that maybe this had its influence.
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Then, of course, my trip to Japan influenced
me, I was deeply impressed with the kind of people
I met there who were in the missionary movement,
They were great statesmen, particularly those of the
Congregational Church, They established schools and
hospitals., Then I lived with the more conservativé
Lutherans in Pukuoka and I was impressed by their
kindliness. On the other hand, in later years, I
began 0 be more critical of the evangelical move-
ment of the missions--I guess I was even then,

I suppose one of the things that interested me
in going into the ministry was, that as in the past,
the leadership of smail colleges came out of the
ministry., I saw that, as I moved on, I would probably
do very much as my grandfather and father did, move
out of the ministry into education.
In other words, you realized that you were doing this?
Oh, yes. I was ethically dominated, I suppose. This
I got from my father., He was in the forefront of
thinking on social matters. As administrator of 2
college, he could not always publicly express his
liberal social points of viéw. In these matters he
was well ghead of his time. But he had to raise money!

He had to keep the college in line with the general
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Blaisdell: +thinking of the community. But privately, however,
he was interested in such things as the civil liberties
movement, and in other liberal movements that were
going on at the time following the first World War,
and I suppose I was influenced by that. Indeed, I
think I was more ethically inclined than I was
religiously inclined, I found myself restless in
the seminaries, I first went to the Pacific School
of Religion, on my return from Japan, That was
largely due to the fact that I had caught amoebic
dysentery, and there was a very good medical center
at the University of California in San Francisco
dealing with Asian diseases, I was under treatment
there and stayed here primarily for that, These
diseases were not known then., The University of
California Hospital was in the forefront in the study
of Asian and Oriental diseases. They did not know
that I had amoebic dysentery, it never was diagnosed,
but later the continuing symptoms seemed to point to
it, It plagued me on through life considerably,
because it affects the nerve centers, and this bothered
me considerably, well on into my mature life, But I
seemingly outgrew it later,

Ariff: The cold climate kills the amoebae. They can't live
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here.

I don't know. At Pacific School of Religion I was
not impressed with the student body, particularly.

It was not an inspiring relationship., While there
were one or two outstanding professors at the Pacifie
School of Religion at that time, like Dr. Badé in
0ld Testament studies, and a visiting scholar from
the seminary across the bay on New Testament, they
were about the only two that had any real influence
on me, Badé, particularly, interested me in the
study of the Bible as a human document, But at the
end of my first semester, I decided that I had better
not go back, and I went on to Union Theological

Seminary in New York City.
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EASTERN SEABOARD--SEMINARY EXPERIENCES AND FIRST PARISH

Union Theological Seminary

There it began to be clear to me that I did not belong.
However, it was a stimulating experience because it

was following the World War that many social insti-
tutions such as the Civil Liberties Union and the
Fellowship of Reconciliation developed, I became a
participating member in these movements., Union
Seminary had a very stimulating professor, Harry F.
Ward, who was in the forefront of social thinking.

I'1]l speak of his influence later.

What was the Fellowship of Reconciliation?

Several pacifist organizations against war and force--
very much like the movement of the Negroes in the South
led by (Martin Luther) King, which is an influence of
the pacifism of Ghandi. In those days, I was pretty
much of a pacifist and was a member of the Fellowship
of Reconciliation., I later changed in my thinking to
some degree, though I've been largely influenced by
that through the years. There were some fine professors
there, The president of the seminary was a man named

Arthur Cushman McGiffert ,who was a great scholar, He
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Blaisdell: opened the door to me that religion was something
that one could participate in or not, and not be
condemned if he did not. He opened the whole door
of the history of Christianity and of the church.

Ariff: Which church?

Blaisdell: The Christian Church, through the }Middle Ages.
Then there was Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick who gave
a course on the development of Christian ideas
throughout the Bible and later history. This was
a very stimulating course, the development of Christian
thought, These all had an influence on me, though
McGiffert, I think, was the outstanding man., I used
t0 go to his seminars in the late afternoons of the
winter when it was dusk., He had the eyeglasses that
you pihched in the middle and could take off. He'd
look at his notes and take .off his glasses and let
his mind wander, Fascinating! I think he is one of
the great teachers, one of the few great teachers that
I ever had., His son later was at the Pacific School
of Religion and later president of Chicago Theological
Seminary.

Ariff: What did you do when you were a student in New York?
What did you do in your leisure time?

Blaisdell: I did not have leisure time. Here again, my father
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was involved in purchasing land and developing his
lemon orchard., He was always concerned with the fact
that he had no security, As administrator of the
college, he had no security; the faculty did, but the
administration did not., He was always aware that
controversy in education would put the administrator
in the forefront and that he might not have a job,
and he was therefore determined to build up his own
resources to be financially independent. And then
too, he had a .strange philosophy--well, it was not
strange, it was rather interesting., His social vision
was that all young people should start equal and that
they should be in the competitive field early in life
and that they should not be helped too much, but that
everybody should have an equal chance, Therefore I
received very little assistance, and I earned my own
way to a very large degree, My mother would sneak a
little money to me every once in a while on the side,
but other than that, very little help.

What did you do?

I was given a position as student assistant at Dr.
Fosdick's church, the Presbyterian church that he was
minister of at the same time that he was professor

at Union Theological Seminary. I assisted in the
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young people's work of the church, and that took my

weekends. I worked down there for a year or two.

That was the time when he was under fire for his

liberal religious ideas, and finally resigned from

the Presbyterian Church., Then the Rockefellers

built the great church, the Riverside Church, for

Dr., Fosdick, I was in the midst of that controversy,

which is all a tremendously important development of

my own thinking because I was in the maelstirom of

religious changes that were going on at that time,
Then I cashiered at the little restaurant across

Broadway from Union Seminary. They had no dining room

at the seminary and this little restaurant was used

by the students of the seminary and Columbia University.

Its name was "The Flying Fame", but we called it "The

Crying Shame"., I cashiered there and got my meals in

exchange, All this, with my hangover of amoebic

dysentery, left me in pretty bad shape at the end of

my seminary course.

Very weak, I can imagine.

But another thing about Union Seminary. Remember, in

those days, Dr. McGiffert had encouraged the edu-

cational participation of the students of the seminary

at Columbia University. Many students received their
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Blaisdell: Ph,D.'s at the same time they were taking their
religious training at the seminary. This was later
discouraged to some degree because most of the men
of ny period moved into education rather than the
church, and Dr., Henry Sloan Coffin, who became
president later, took the stand that the seminary
was for the development of ministers and not of
educators. I have always been opposed, since my
seminary experience, to seminaries., It seems to
me that seminaries isolate the developing students
who would later take positions in the 1life of or-
ganized religion. It isolates them into a group of
similar-thinking peovle, I always felt that they
should go to the universities and receive their Pn,D,
degrees and then take such simple courses in con-
junction with it as might be necessary, This I think
was President McGiffert's idea, to some degree., Later,
I began to see that the seminary students were not as
intellectually alert as the students of the universi-
ties and colleges were in their graduate work, and
that seminary work isolated them from the influences
of real scholarship. There were some very fine people
there--some of my life-long friendships have come out

of that.
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Some years ago I noticed that the students at Union
Theological Seminary were involved in field work in
Harlem.

Yes, that came somewhat later; though it began in

ny time, it developed even more later. My field work
was at the Presbyterian church, though there were
classmates of mine who were doing their field work

in settlement houses of that day. This, again,
opened up our whole thinking on religion., Then there
were those who were taking their Ph,D.'s. It was a
more stimulating group at Union by far than at Pacific

School of Religion.

Harry Edmonds--Beginnings of the International House

Was the New York International House in existence
when you went to Union?

Not when I went; it was just beginning. There was a
movement that was the background of the development
of the International House which was going on. Mr.
Harry Edmonds was the YMCA Metropolitan Secretary at
Columbia University. He, in the earlier days, along

about 1910, '11, 'l12, along in those days, became
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interested in foreign students at Columbisa University.
He developed the Cosmopolitan Club, which was then
rather a new idea which grew rather rapidly in the
universities and colleges. It was an organization

of American and foreign students, and was conducted
under the aegis of the YMCA at that time. One time
Harry Edmonds invited Mr., John D. Rockefeller, Jr.

to speak to one of the meetings of this group. It

met in Earl Hall at Columbia University. Harry had
begun to have a vision of the International EHouse
movement., Mr. Rockefeller came up and spoke to the
Cosmopolitan Club, and he caught the fever. I,
Edmonds was very statesmanlike in conducting his re-
lationship with the Rockefeller family. He cultivated
it., Later Mr. Rockefeller became so much interested
that he gave several million dollars to the building
of the first International House, which is on Riverside
Drive-~close to Columbia University but not on the
university campus.

Here is a rgther interesting development that
later affected the work here at Berkeley. The YMCA
wanted the International House to be built under the
aegis of the YMCA vbut Harry Edmonds and Raymond Fosdick,
who was then with the Rockefeller Foundation, felt
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Blaisdell: that it should be entirely secular because they did
not want the students of various religious backgrounds
to be under the domination of a Christian group. They
felt that people of all religious backgrounds should
be on an equal standing--that if the House were under
the aegis of a Christian organization, it would some-
what complicate the relationship and some might tend
to feel that it was an evangelical movement. So,
after a great struggle and controversy in those days--
and the YMCA struggled very hard to keep it--it was
decided by Mr, Rockefeller that it should be secular.
Therefore, it was non-religious and also was not
related to Columbia University officially, It became
entirely indigenous as far as the university was
concerned, largely because it was a center to serve
all the universities and colleges, of which there
were many in New York City. It has maintained its
indigenous status,as compared to Berkeley and Chicago,
where they.became part of the university campus. But
this is the background. The International House move-
ment's beginnings were there when I was at the seminary.
While I was not associated with it, some of my fellow
students at Union were.

Then there was a movement taking the seminary and
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college students who were interested, on tours of

the social movements throughouf New York to acquaint
them with the slums and this sort of thing. The
social thinking was very strong at Union Seminary

and Columbia in those days, very strong--to introduce
the students to the real character of the civilization
of which they were & part, and particularly of New
York City. We became aware of the slums and of the
social issues at that time, There was Professor Harry
Ward, far advanced in his social thinking, who was
instrumental in establishing the Civil Liberties Union.
He was professor of social ethiecs. This opened all
the windows of my mind, and I began to mature there.

I began to draw aside from the definitely religious
character of my thinking.

After my course at Union Seminary, I married
Josephine Bell,whom I met at my work at Dr. Fosdick's
church, She was from the South. We had great fun
and rather trying times in our early relationship
because she was from the South, but she grew out of
those southern attitudes very quickly even though it
meant some stress in her family relationships. As we
grew in our affection and love, it was perfectly

apparent that my home would have to be open to all
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races, and she could see that very clearly., And
once a southern girl, I learned, has broken with

the past, she becomes far more open to social mat-
ters than some of the northern girls who never had
to change. They go out full force. One of my later
assistants at the International House was also a
southern girl, and she was just outstanding in her
attitude toward racial matters, Because they had
come out of the maelstrom and had seen

their mistake, they moved farther forward than a lot
of the girls that never had to face that., Vell, this
was my wife, Josephine Bell,

Was she a student?

Yes, at Barnard College. We dated the Barnard girls
just across the street from Union Seminary. We were

married right after my course, but I wasn't well.

First Parish: Presbyterian Church, Utica, New York

During the summers I had been invited up to take
charge of the summer religious education program of
the Presbyterian Church at Utica, New York. The

minister was a Dr., Philip Bird who had been an
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Blaisdell: assistant minister in his younger days at the
Claremont, California,church, He invited me up
for the summers, and I took charge of the summer
Sunday Schools, what do you call them?

Ariff: Bible Schools?

Blaisdell: Yes., I, however, gave it a little different term
and turn in its emphasis because of my social think-
ing. But he was impressed and I was interested, and
when I graduated, he invited me to become the as-
sistant minister at the blue-blooded Preshyterian
church in Utica, New York. There everybody was very
kind to Josephine and me, but I felt restless., This
was an industrial community, and the church represented
the upper crust--the managers and the owners of the
spinning mills and the garment factories. There came
a crisis in the community because of a strike in the
mills and among the garment workers, and I took the
side of the strikers and, of course, alienated a good
many of the industrial leaders, though I had quite a
following of younger people of the church. Some of
my life-long friends came out of that, but at the end
of the year I felt so uncomfortable, I just looked

around for other opportunities.
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South Hadley Falls, Massachusetts

Blaisdell: A little Congregational church in South Hadley
Falls, Massachusetts invited me there., It was a
very small little church, composed largely of the
workers of the silk mills of Holyoke, In other
words, I shifted gears from the managerial class to
a church that was made up of the laboring class,
largely, and I found myself very much moré comfortable
there, though my religious thinking began to be such
that I could almost see in the future that I might not
have a place in the organized religion at all,

You will remember, I mentioned Harry F., Ward at
Union Seminary. He certainly opened the doors of our
thinking. But I think he did something of a disservice
in this respect, and it was not entirely his fault by
any means., We went out with Harry Ward's ideas, his
social ideas, which were far advanced at the time,

The young ministers out of that group became rather
dogmatic in terms of their social thinking because
_they had had "the hands laid on them." They, there-
fore, wére speaking the word of God, They must have
been an obnoxious bunch of fellows in the church! I
think I must have been obnoxious, because I was en-

dowed with the sense that I was speaking the word of
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God about social issues, when actually, I had no
more the word of God than anybody else! But this
dominated my experience in the church. I becane

a rather controversial figure., People were very
patient with me, indeed, in the church, I remember,
I dwelt so much on social issues that one dear old
deacon one time stopped me after church and said,
"Mr, Blaisdell, won't you sometimes preach a sermon
on Jesus Christ and Him crucified?" You see, I was
not dealing with religious ideas, I became impressed
that every time I used the word 'God' there were as
many concepts of the word 'God' being thought of in
the audience as there were individuals. Unless I
began to define the terms, I was misleading them,
You left a Presbyterian church and went to a Congre-
gational church, Can you describe the difference, or
the relationship, between the Presbyterian ideas and
the Congregational? 1Is there any difference?

The Presbyterian churches tended to be more the
churches of the "establishment" which is a later
term, of course. The Congregational churches were
the more liberal churches; there was no overhead
organization; they were independent churches. And

I was just going back to my birthrigat as a
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Congregationalist, where I seemed to belong. Then
too, this little church challenged me because of its
character of being more of a working class churche.
You see, the New Englanders had been moving out of
the agricultural areas, and the Catholic French
Canadians coming in and filling the vacuum in the
agricultural life, The New England Protestant stock
began to go into the industrial developments within
the urban centers, the industrial cities of New
England. In my time, this little church where I was
for about four years, the mills were having a difficult
time, They were moving south because of cheap labor
(though some remained) and it left the New England
working class unemployed. Most of my people were
employed only two and three days a week, and this
caused great difficulty.
This was just before the depression?
Just before the depression. I was just three miles
from Mt, Holyoke College with which I became aﬁsociated
through my friendship with professors because of my
educational interests. Lifelong friends were made
theres

President Woolley of Mt, Holyoke College was very

gracious to me because of my grandmother's and mother's
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earlier relationship to the college, I remember my
present wife was at Mt., Holyoke College as a student
while I was there, and I preached at Mt. Holyoke
College. She doesn't remember what I had said--
neither do I. President Woolly was always saying you
should be sermon tasters, so she invited visiting
ministers in to preach Sunday sermons at Mt, Holyoke
College,

Later, the girls' choir of the college came down
for concerts at the church, The church was in very
bad shape., I got some of the industrial owners in
Holyoke to give us small amounts of money to re-
construct the church and to buy a beautiful organ,
When I first went there the church had & hand-pumped
wheezy old organ, I got the wife of a professor at
Mt. Holyoke, who was a musician, to come down and be
our choir director., We would devote the afternoon
services entirely to lovely music, and the services
became very popular in the community., That was in
later days toward the end of my stay.

I became involved in all the controversial
gsocial thinking at the time, I remember one instance--
the Ku Klux Klan wag very strong in the New England

area--anti-Catholic, I had learned that members of my
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congregation were in the Klan, In fact, one day one
of my friends came to me and said that the next Sunday
the Klan was going to be in full force at the next
seminary service. And sure enough, that morning the
the front pews were lined with the Ku Klux Xlan,
How did you know?
Well, I knew in advance from my friend who was a
member of the Klan who came to tell me; so I prevared
a particular sermon--anti-Ku Klux Klan, And I bawled
them out furiously at that morning's service of the
church, Curiously enough, when I left--and this is
something that I cannot understand--I received two
letters that I prize, one was from the Catholic priest
of the little community, and one was from the Grand
Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan, saying how sorry they were
that I was going. Whereas they knew I was critical of
them socially, the religious things they were itrying
to stand for I had done--the ethical, social things
they were interested in, Then also, it was the time
of the trial of the Sacco-Vanzetti case., I preached
on that and caused considerable turmoil.

Twelve miles from South Hadley Falls, there was
Smith College in Northhampton. Calvin Coolidge came

from Northhampton, and he was running for the
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presidency of the U.S, against LaFollette of Wisconsin,
I made the mistake one day to talk about politiecs to
the woman who was clerk of the church. I said that I
was going to vote for LaFollette. There were a few

of the leaders of the community, a bit more wealthy
than the rank and file of my church, who were very
disturbed over my politics, Whereas I did not let

that enter into the church, they got me down one

time, four or five around a table and tried to put

the screws on me to vote for Calvin Coolidge, This
sort of thing occurred. On the other hand, this never
affected their support of the church. It was very
curious, one of my closest friends was one of the
wealthy people of the community, about the only really
wealthy person. His son later became a member of one
of the large brokerage firms of New York. Vhen I went
back some years later to visit the community, his wife
was still living. She was over ninety years of age,

I called on her and we had a very lovely time together,
Her husband used to take me to Amherst to the football
games, (By the way, it was very interesting at that
time, the football coach at Amherst College later
became an agsistant coach here at Berkeley and professor

of political science, His son later became president
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of Mt. Holyoke, When I came to Berkeley, I took
political science courses under him, He was
Professor Gettell of political theory. He was one
of the very stimulating professors in those earlier
dayse)

As time went on, I began to have great diffi-
culty in developing a sermon because I could see
that my thinking was changing. I began to get rest-
less., So, about the end of the fourth year, I took
a trip to New York just to look things over. I nad
very little money. My salary was 32900 per year,

I took the philosophy that I would never charge

or receive a fee for marriages or funerals. I have
never accepted a fee for performing those services
as part of my professional prerogative, I was to

be the minister of the community, and I was to be at
the service of the community because of the nature
of the group that could not afford these things.

But I would never marry anyone that just came along.
I would marry people within the community but not
external to the community.

I happened to see Harry Edmonds at the Inter-
national House, and we had a little chat about things--

about my developing thinking and so forth. I had no
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idea it would lead to anything. I went back to

South Hadley Falls, and within a day or two I re-
ceived a telegram from Harry Edmonds asking Josephine
and me to come down to New York to confer with them
about possibly joining the staff at the International

House in New York,

New York International House

When was the New York International House established?
I think the building was finished in 1924.

I see, about the same time...

Yes--about the same time that I became minister at
South Hadley Falls Church. So we went down.

The idea was that Mr. Rockefeller and lMr. Edmonds
were interested in spreading the International House
movement. They had seen the success of it there in
New York and so they developed a program, largely
under the influence of Raymond Fosdick, I think, too.
They had begun to develop plans for International
Houses at the University of California at Berkeley,
at Chicago, at Pennsylvania, and also at Boston.

Then, later, it was to move abroad. They brought in
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a group of young men, three or four of us, to be

on the staff of the New York House in a training
program as directors of these later houses that

were to be built, I was the only one who survived
that period of training., The others were drawn off
for one reason or another, Also the depression

came, and the Rockefellers had to retrench financially.
They gave up the idea of the development, other than
what they had already cémmitted to Berkeley and to
Chicago. The University of Pennsylvania and Boston
were dropped, There was some delay even in the
development of Berkeley and Chicago., The men who had
come in with me were beginning to drop off, but I

stayed on,
Acting Director of New York International House

Mr. Edmonds went abroad for a year with his wife
and I became acting director of the New York Inter-
national House while they were gone, I was just a
young fellow, How the students ever tolerated me, I
don't know, Some of those early day students I still
know very intimately in New York. We laugh together
about many things that we did together, and the

mistakes I made, and so forth., They supported me
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very loyally--this group--and I enjoyed that year
very much, I had gone to New York International
House with the idea that I would just go and look
back a2t the church. As I looked back, I saw that

I was finished as far as the church was concerned--
that I was growingly secular in my thinking, almost
completely-~that organized rel&gion was not of
concern to me any further. There was still with me
the influence of those days, largely in terms of my
social thinking. The International House gave me

the perfectly beautiful outlook for this in terms

of the social amelioration of the conflicts within
the world, and appealed to my ideal@im as nothing
else had done in a long time. I was fascinated with
it! It was a stimulating exverience. Vhile I was
there I also was allowed to sit in with Mr. Rockefeller
on the negotiations with the Sorbonne in Paris for
the development of an International House at the Cité
Universitaire, which was the student housing center
there, That was very interesting to see. And Mr,
Rockefeller gave them considerable funds for the
building lMaison Internationale at the Cité Universitaire
in Paris,

In the fall of 1928 (I was at the New York
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International House during the university year of
1927/28) the plan had gone so far forward that
discussions were entered into with the University

of California., President Campbell was then presi-
dent. It was felt wise to have someone go out and
start the student movement at the University in
anticipation of the building which was just starting.
Dr. Campbell interviewed me at New York and seemed
to be satisfied that I would fit the role.

He came all the way out to New York?

He was there on other business, and he interviewed
mé there and made the appointment, or authorized the
appointment. Mr. Edmonds and Mr. Fosdick felt that
since I had the background and experience in New York,

I should go out to Berkeley.
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BERKELEY INTERNATIONAL HOUSE

Beginnings of the Berkelev House

Everything was not completely settled when I
came out. Mr. Rockefeller, through Mr, Fosdick,
was insistent that first, the International House
should follow the pattern of the New York House
and be entirely indigenous and apart from the
administration of the University. He felt that
it would relieve the University of the contro-
versial elements that would be involved in the
International House movement and give the house
a freedom of movement that might not be possible
under University ownership. I came out with the
understanding that this was to happen. But it
turned out that, because of tax problems, we had

to be covered by the tax freedom of the University,
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Early Board of Directors

Blaisdell: Therefore the money for the land and building was
given to the University of California with the
understanding that the house would be administered
by a separate corporation whose board of directors
were interrelated with the administration of the
University. So, the president of the University,
at the beginning, was president of the board and
so continued until the end of Dr. Sproul's admini-
stration., We had community people also on the
board, leading people in San Francisco.

Ariff: Do you remember any of them?

Blaisdell: Oh, yes--Mr. O. K., Cushing, an atforney in Sean
Prancisco, Mr, Mortimer Fleischhacker, the banker
in San Francisco, Mr. Ralph Fisher, the banker from
Oakland;.a Mrs. Gibson from Los Angeles.

The early concept was that the International
House, like the University at Berkeley, would be
the leader of a state movement, not just related
with the local campus. So we included people from
Southern California on the board to give it a state-
wide character. This later was more or less passed

over.
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Blaisdell: On the board following Mrs. Gibson was lMrs,
Imra B@walda, whose husband was professor at Cal
Tech and had earlier been a professor at the
University of California. Mrs. Buwalda Was a woman
of considerable experience in police work on her
own., She had been a woman policeman in Berkeley,
I think, in those days and was a very energetic
young miss, We did not see eye to eye on many
things, but at the same time, as we went on, we
formed a very warm friendship till I retired.

Ariff: Tell me a bit about the site of the house and how
it was chosen.

Blaisdell: Kr, Edmonds chose the site., He was a great states-
men to have gotten as many million dollars out of
the Rockefellers as he did, and to have carried on
his negotiations with Berkeley in those critical
early days., Mr, Edmonds had a concept of the Inter-
national House being very conspicuous and influential
in the community. So he came out, and took an airplane,
and rode around over the campus, and spotted where he
felt the front door of the University was to be. The
University wanted very much to have International
House go over to where the Pacific School of Religion

is now; but Harry felt that was the back door of the
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University, and he wanted this at the front door of
the University. He viewed the plot near the stadium,
Dr. Sproul, Comptroller of the University then, had
his residence there, Vice-President Hart had his
residence there, and several other conspicuous mem-
bers of the community had homes in this site. But
Ir, Edmonds indicated that should be the site, and
they accepted it. The property was purchased, but
it caused some confusion in the early days, because
it meant the movement of a residential area into the
University complex. It was really the first movement
outside of the then boundary of the University, and
the beginning of the taking over of private property
for University uses. Really, it was one of the first
land acquisitions that had hit the community in any
way, and this caused the University some difficulty.
One of the more restless groups of students of the
University indicated that Professor Hart was taking
advantage financially of the deal, which I think is
not true, But there was quite a bit of controversy
at the time it came out in the open.

I might say here that the one with whom Harry,
and later I,dealt almost completely, was Dr. Sproul.

He had engineered the early negotiations and while
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acceptable to Dr., Campbell, Dr. Sproul was more
familiar with 2ll the details. Dr, Campbell was
president of the board, but Dr. Sproul was in the
forefront of things as far as the International

House was concerned., He carried on the negotiations
with the Rockefellers, He was the one to whom I
always turned, except when Dr., Campbell asked, 1in
certain instances, to have me work directly with

him, I always went to Dr. Sproul to work out the
difficulties and discuss them. I must say that I

owe a great debt of gratitude to Dr. Sproul for his
support of me in all the controversies that developed
through the years., He backed me up completely, wherezas
he knew that I did not think the same as he did in
certain political and social issues., He never once
intruded unduly on the administration of International
House. He always said, "Allen, you go ahead and run
International House, if I don't like it, I?11 tell

you so, But don't start to ask me all the questions
there; you'll run the show, and if I disagree, I'1ll
tell you so," That was his philosophy right to the
very end of our relationship. VWhereas I was critical
of his administration during the oath controversy, not

once did I find myself alienated from Dr. Sproul as a
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person and as a leader in International House
matters.

Wnat about the architectural style of the house?

The architect was a Mr, George W. Kelham of San
Francisco, He was then, I think, the University
Architect. You see, Bowles Hall, not Boalt Hall,.
was the first residence hall constructed by the
University. Mr, Kelham was the architect of that
building which just preceded the development of the
building of International House, He was, therefore,
the architect of International House and later the
architect of the Life Science Building of the
University. All of our work, architecturally, was
with him, Before I came to California he came east
and talked with Mr. Posdick, and the Rockefellers,
He took as his pattern the Spanish background of
California in order to give it an international turn.
The building developed‘as a Moorish-Spanish building.
It was somewhat criticized by other architects, but
on the whole, I think, he did a very good job. We
had to adjust it later in some respects, but it was
a very beautiful building. I came out in the fall
of 1928 and worked with the architect., I was very

young; I don't know why they tolerated me. I presume
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Blaisdell: it was my enthusiasm that caught on but there were

difficult days.

President Campbell

Blaisdell: Just a few days after I had gotten here, President
Campbell called me into conference and said, "I have
Just discovered that you are an ordained minister."

He said, "Had I known that, I would not have approved
your appointment at the University.," He said, "Don't
ever let anybody know that you are an ordained minister,"
My reply to him was, "Dr, Campbell, I realize how you
feel, but give me a chance, and if, after a year or
so, you find that my ministerial background has caused
you embarrassment, you are free to tell me so.," He
was very generous and accepted that, "But at the same
time," he said, "I cannot approve your salary of

five thousand dollarsf(ﬁhich had been agreed upon in
New York), I said, "That was an agreement with you

in New York, and I have gone to considerable expense
in moving out here, and I must insist that the salary

remain at five thousand."
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Did he feel that that was too high?

Yes. He was comparing me to the YMCA and things of
this kind., Mr. Harry Edmonds had, in the early ne-
gotiations, insisted that the director of International
House should have a salary and a status equal to a
dean of the University, because he felt that it should
be on a par in negotiations with the University ad-
ministration in this respect. I went to Dr. Sproul
and I told him of this and he said, "Don't worry,

this will come out all right." And after three or
four months the salary was approved. But that was

the early introduction of my life as director of
International House,

Another time, shortly thereafter, I had written
the first prospectus of International House to be
given to the students of the community. It was to
be a very attractive leaflet, and I had taken great
care in writing it. The first board meeting had been
held before I arrived and was appointed secretary of
the board of directors<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>