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L U C ~Sprague M i t c h e l l ,  educa to r ,  founder  o f  bank S t r e e t  

Col lege ,  and  a u t h o r  of c h i l d r e n ' s  books, bcgan h e r  c a r e e r  i n  

educa t i on  i n  1963 when P r e s i d e n t  Benjamin I d e  Wheeler i n v i t e d  

h e r  t o  co$ie,'to t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  C a l i f o r n i a .  A f t e r  ' s e v e r a l  -

y e a r s  of  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  as a r e a d e r  i n  t h e  depa r tmen t s  of 

economics Bnd Eng l i sh ,  and as an  i n s t r u c t o r  i n  Eng l i sh ,  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  appo in t ed  h e r  dean of  women and a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  

of Eng l i sh  i n  1906. A t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  was o n l y  one o t h e r  

woman on t h e  f a c u l t y  -- J e s s i c a  P e i x o t t o ,  l e c t u r e r  i n  s o c i o l o g y  

-- and a c a u t i o u s  f a c u l t y  had sugges ted  t h a t  pe rhaps  t h e  new 

p o s i t i o n  shou ld  b e a r  t h e  t i t l e  "wardtn o f  women." 

A t  f i rst  g l a n c e  t he  new dean u c l ~ l d  appea r  t o  meet f e w  of 

t h e  requ i rements  of a p o s t  which c a l l e d  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

s k i l l s  a d  t hose  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  g e n e r a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  

nmother l iness . "  The then-Miss Sprague was j u s t  twenty-e ight  

y e a r s  o l d ,  had g r adua t ed  from R a d c l i f f e  w i th  honors  i n  1900, 

and had done some g r a d u a t e  work t he r e .  Her p i c t u r e s  r e v e a l  a I 

b e a u t i f u l  young l a d y ,  demure and u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  wi th  s t e a d f a s t  ~ 
I 

eyes ,  who appeared  even yoQnger than  he r  yea r s .  I 
I 

Perhaps  i t  was t h i s  ve ry  absence of e x p e r i e n c e  and t r a i n i n g  I 

which p reven ted  t h e  i n h i b i t i o n  of  h e r  c r e a t i v e  imag ina t i on  and -  

r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s  and a l lowed h e r  t o  d e p a r t  from t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

r o l e  of dean of  women. Although r o u t i n e  problems of  housing 
and counse l i ng  demanded much of h e r  t ime,  t h e r e  were a l s o  p o e t r y  

r ead ing  s e s s i o n s  h e l d  a t  h e r  home on Ridge Road, t h e  pagean t s  

w r i t t e n  and produced by t h e  co-eds, and t h e  s t u d i e s  of t h e  

c o m ~ n i t ya t  f i rs t  hand -- i t s  i n d u s t r i e s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  and  w e l f a r e  



I 

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Though she he r se l f  had had l l t t l e  formal' school ing  
p r i o r  t o  her  ma t r i cu la t ion  i n  ~ a d c l i f f e  College, she was an ' 

"educated" woman who f e l t  from the f i r s t  t he  importanc'e of . 

providing f o r  he r  charges 'experiences t h a t  were both en r i ch ing  

t o  themselves and relevant .  . to  soc ie ty .  

Born t o  wealth and p o s i t i o n  i n  Chicago, where her  f a t h e r  was 

pa r tne r  .in the f i r m  of Sprague-Warner Company, wholesale g r o c e r s ,  

she had always had access  t o  the  b e s t  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  art, and 

music, and inc luded among her  in t ima te  f r i e n d s  such e d u c a t o k  as 

Al ice  Freeman Palmer and George Herbert  Palmer, Thorstein Veblen, 
John Dewey, Adolph Mil le r  (her  brother-in-law), and of course 

the  Benjamin Ide Wheelers. 

Although he r  work as dean w a s  cha l lenging ,  by 1912 Lucy 

Sprague knew t h a t  he r  paramount i n t e r e s t  l a y  i n  working wi th  
chi ldren .  Her dec is ion  t o  leave  the  Univers i ty  coincided wi th  

h e r  acceptance of a long-standing prcposal  of marriage from 

Wesley Clair Mitchel l ,  p rofessor  of p o l i t i c a l  economy a t  t h e  

Univers i ty ,  who had decided h i s  profess ion  could b e s t  be pursued 

i n  New York Ci ty ,  the  hub of bus iness  a c t i v i t y  i n  the  United 

S t a t e s .  A f t e r  a honeymoon i n  Europe, the two s e t t l e d  i n  New York 

where D r .  Mi tche l l  (Robin, she always c a l l e d  him) w a s  t o  

d i s t i n g u i s h  himself as a professor  of economics at  Columbia 

Univers i ty ,  founder of the National  Bureau of Economic Research, 

and w r i t e r  on monetary p o l i c i e s  and bus iness  cyc les ,  and H r s ,  

Mi tche l l  immediately began her  sea rch  f o r  information and 

experiences t h a t  were t o  l ead  t o  the formation of B b n k  S t r e e t  

College. 

I n  Two Lives (Simon & Schuster ,  1953) Mrs. Mitchel l  r e l a t e s  

the s t o r y  of t h e i r  l i f e  together .  I t  i s  a moving s t o r y ,  well. 

t o l d ,  and t h i s  s e r i e s  of in terv iews w a s  planned t o  r epea t  only 

such p o r t i o n s  of the book as were needed t o  e s t a b l i s h  cont inui ty .  



The e a r l y  yea r s  i n  New York were crowded with the  rou t ine  t a s k s  

requi red  by a complex household which grew t o  include four  

chi ldren .  However, the busy mother found the  time -- and more 

a s ton i sh ing ly ,  the  energy -- t o  pursue he r  "v is ion"  of working 

with ch i ld ren  i n  a s e t t i n g  which would encourage t h e  development 

of the whole chi ld .  She came t o  know the o lde r  pioneers  i n  

exgerimental  educat ion,  among them H a r r i e t  Johnson, E l i zabe th  

Irwin,  and Carol ine P r a t t ,  and from t h i s  a s soc ia t ion ,  a ided  by 

a generous g i f t  from her  cousin El izabeth  Sprague Coolidge, 

grew the  Bureau of Educat ional  Experiments e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1916. 

Later  t h i s  w a s  t o  become the Bank S t r e e t  School, and s t i l l  l a t e r  

the  Bank S t r e e t  College of Education. Ever encouraged and 

helped by her  husband and a devoted core of a s s o c i a t e s ,  t h i s  

i n s t i t u t i o n  was t o  be the cen te r  of he r  work from 1916 to  

re t i rement .  . 

These i n t e r v i e w w i t h  Mrs. Mitchel l  were undertaken a t  the  

sugges t ion  of Professor  Walton E. Bean of the department of 

h i s t o r y  as p a r t  of a s e r i e s  documenting the e a r l y  h i s t o r y  of 

the  Univers i ty  of Ca l i fo rn ia .  Mrs. Mitchel l ,  who had r e t i r e d  

t o  Pa lo  Alto,  had j u s t  been awarded an honorary degree and a 

new women's residence h a l l  nad been named i n  he r  honor. 

The sess ions ,  running over a per iod  of s e v e r a l  months i n  
the winter  and sp r ing  of 1960, were recorded i n  Mrs. M i t c h e l l ' s  

i n v i t i n g  white co t t age  a t  660 Kingston Avenue, Pa10 Al to ,  

Ca l i fo rn ia .  The modest house was s e t  i n  a lovely garden 

dominated by a  ma jes t i c  l i v e  oak. Windows on th ree  s i d e s  

prompted each v i s i t  t o  open with r e fe rences  t o  the unfolding 

a f  s p r i n g  -- f i r s t  the  d a f f o d i l s ,  next  the  aza leas ,  and then 

the  n e s t i n g  b i rds .  P i c t u r e s  acquired i n  the e a r l y  y e a r s  of 

t h e i r  marriage, i n t e r e s t i n g  o b j e c t s  of a r t ,  books, f u r n i t u r e  
1 



made by he r  husband, and t he  organized c l u t t e r  t h a t  comes from 

w r i t i n g  and r e a d i n g  r e f l e c t e d  Mrs. M i t c h e l l ' s  f u l l  l i f e .  The 

co lo red  p a i s l e y  d r e s s  which she  o f t e n  wore, t he  b r i g h t  cr;cheted 
edging on h e r  more sombre costumes, he r  d i s t i n c t i v e  Egyptian 

brooch, and t h e  b r i g h t  band of r ibbon worn i n  h e r  h a i r  showed 

h e r  love  of co lo r .  Her a l e r t  mind seldom groped f o r  name o r  

d a t e ,  and h e r  p e n e t r a t i n g  obse rva t i ons  on c u r r e n t  problems of 

p o l i t i c s  o r  educa t i on  i n d i c a t e d  an a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  a l l  about  

her .  Now, a t  e igh ty - th r ee ,  she  s a i d  she a t  las t  f e l t  f r e e  t o  

spend h e r  t ime as she  l i k e d ,  a g r a t e f u l  r e l i e f  from t h e  l i f e l o n g  

p r e s s u r e  of h e r  P u r i t a n  background which d i c t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  

a c t i v i t y  must be u s e f u l .  Now she  could w r i t e  p o e t r y  . . j u s t  f o r  

t h e  joy of  w r i t i n g ,  and her  poems c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t  h e r  deep love  

o f  n a t u r e  and humanity and h e r  d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  language, 

The t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  of t he  i n t e r v i e w s  were f i r s t  e d i t e d  by 

t h e  i n t e rv i ewer ,  then  c o r r e c t e d  and e d i t e d  by Mrs. Mi t che l l ,  

who donated photographs  and a b ib l i og raphy  of  h e r  w r i t i n g s  t o  

accompany t h e  manuscr ipt .  When an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  

manuscr ipt  was cons ide red  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  on ly  t hose  c l o s e l y  

a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  Bank S t r e e t  Col lege and Mrs. M i t c h e l l  cou ld  

adequa t e ly  d e f i n e  h e r  r o l e  i n  educa t ion .  I t  was a f t e r  a v i s i t  

i n  1961 with  Barbara  Biber ,  Irma Simonton Black,  and C h a r l o t t e  

Winson a t  Bank S t r e e t  Col lege t h a t  t he  i n t e r v i e w e r  r ece ived  t h e  

fo l l owing  i n t r o d u c t i o n  by Irma Simonton Black and  J o m  Blos,  I t  

n o t  on ly  adds  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t he  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  of 

Mrs. M i t c h e l l ,  b u t  i s  a tes t imony t o  t h e  h igh  r e g a r d  and r e a l  

a f f e c t i o n  which h e r  s t a f f  ha s  f o r  her ,  

Th i s  i n t e r v i e w  forms a p a r t  of  t he  c o l l e c t i o n  of autobio-  

g r a p h i c a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  pe rsons  prominent i n  t h e  development 

of Northern C a l i f o r n i a  conducted by t he  Regional  C u l t u r a l  

H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t .  The P r o j e c t ,  headed by Willa Baum, i s  under 
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Lucy Sprague Mitchel l  i s  an impressive indiv idual .  To meet 

h e r  now, a t  83, is t o  encounter s t i l l  the same sense of drama and 

d e l i g h t ,  of w i t  and p e r c e p t i v i t y ,  of t a l e n t  and convic t ion  t h a t  

she has  always conveyed to  her  col leagues.  She is  a person of  

tremendous v i t a l i t y  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  power t o  whom l e a r n i n g  is 
important ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  excitement necessary. 

A Theor i s t  . 

This  i n t e l l e c t u a l - c r e a t i v e  capac i ty ,  s o  i n t e g r a l  a p a r t  of 

h e r  own make-up, may a l s o  be seen as an organizing f o r c e  i n  h e r  

work with c h i l d r e n  and adu l t s .  Over and over,  i n  va r ious  ways, 
I 

she sought t o  c o m u n i c a t e  t o  o t h e r s  the s a t i s f a c t i o n  and exc i te -  
1 

ment of l e a r n i n g  which was expressed i n  her  educat ional  philoso- 

phy. Even a t  a time when many "progress ive  educators* mistook 

l i c e n s e  f o r  freedom, and a l ack  of s t r u c t u r e  f o r  program f l e x i -  

b i l i t y ,  Lucy Mi tche l l  saw the importance of s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  and -

f a c t s  and t r i e d  t o  make them meaningful f o r  ch i ldren .  She saw 

no p o i n t  i n  l e t t i n g  c h i l d r e n  run around and g e t  d i r t y  f o r  the  

sake of running around and g e t t i n g  d i r t y ,  b u t  i f  she f e l t  t h i s  

might inc rease  the  per t inence  of a l e a r n i n g  experience,  then 

she w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  t r y  i t  and see.  She sought a l w a y s  to  o f f e r  

c h i l d r e n  the chance t o  th ink  f o r  themselves (because t h i s  was 

important  t o  he r ,  t oo ) ,  t o  c r e a t e ,  t o  see  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  And 

ll
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j u s t  as s h e  would-no t  t o l e r a t e  p e r m i s s i v e n e s s  t h a t  had no purpose ,  

s o  s h e  r e f u s e d  t o  be bound by t r a d i t i o n  s imply  b e c a ~ s e ~ i t  t h e r e .was 

I n .  the  t r u e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  word, one might s a y  t h a t  Lucy M i t c h e l l  had 

a r a d i c a l  approach t o  e d u c a t i o n  -- one which began w i t h  t h e  b a s i c  

. meaning and impor tance  o f  s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e  and deve loped  from 
. . . 

t h e r e .  

One of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  gave power and p e r s i s t e n c e  t o  h e r  

e f f o r t s  w a s  t h a t  s h e  n e v e r  f o r  a moment doubted < h a t  t h e  c r e a t i v e  

impulses  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n c l u d e d  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i m p u l s e s ,  and t h a t  

t h e  o v e r a l l  s e c u r i t y  and h a p p i n e s s ,  t h e  menta l  h e a l t h  of  c h i l d r e n ,  

w a s  f u r t h e r e d  by and dependent  upon f u l l  use  o f  t h e  mind. To h e r  

t h i s  meant be ing  a b l e  t o  comprehend t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among f a c t s  

r a t h e r  than t h e  memorizing o f  i s o l a t e d  b i t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Lucy 

M i t c h e l l  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  e lementa ry  schoo$ program of  t h e  

day i n  which t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  w a s  f ragmented i n t o  a r t i f i d a l l y  

d i v i d e d  a r e a s  w a s ,  by its v e r y  n a t u r e ,  i n c o m p a t i b l e  wi th  a broad  

and p u r p o s e f u l  approach  t o  l e a r n i n g ,  and s h e  s e t  a b o u t  t h e  devel -  

opmen't of program i n  which c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  be p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  mean-

i n g f u l  b o d i e s  o f  knowledge. For  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  

American h i s t o r y  s h e  d i d  n o t  s t r e s s  t h e  wars and d a t e s  r e l a t e d  

t o  c o l o n i a l  expansion.  R a t h e r  s h e  l e d  c h i l d r e n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  wonder and exc i t ement , .  t h e  n e r v e  and a u d a c i t y ,  t h e  p l a i n ,  

h a r d  courage o f  t h e  peop le  who came t o  t h i s  s t r a n g e  world  t o  

make i t  do t h e i r  b idd ing .  I t  w a s  h e r  b e l i e f  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  who 

were t a u g h t  i n  t h i s  way would l e a r n  t h e  f a c t s  more e a s i l y  and 

more e a g e r l y  than  t h o s e  who l a c k e d  empathy w i t h  p e o p l e  of a n o t h e r  

time. Thus s h e  embarked upon what is now known as " s o c i a l  s t u d i e s . "  

A s  e a r l y  as 1910 s h e  wrote:  

The name Human Geography had n o t  y e t  b2en i n v e n t e d  b u t  
much of my l a t e r  work i n  geography was a follow-up o f  
[ m y ]  f i r s t  fumbl ing e f f o r t  t o  show t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  
of  peop le  and t h e  e a r t h  and how s o c i a l  i r l s t i t u t i o n s  and 
a t t i t u d e s  grow o u t  o f  t h e  work t h a t  peop le  do which is 
economical ly  i m p o r t a n t  t o  them. 



v i i i  
R n r c r - f .  , :! 

Today t h e  t h e 3 e  o f  t h e  dependence of e v e r y  man apon every  o t h e r  

man, o f  e v e r y  f u n c t i o n  u p o n l i v e r y  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n ,  i s  t h e  g l o b a l  

concep t  and h a s ,  more and 'more ,  becoae t h e  o n l y  b e l i e f  by which 

s o c i e t y  can m a i n t a i n  i t se l f .  We f i n d  t h e  c h i l d  i n i t i a l l y  i n  

i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  and t h e  s c h o o l  which is  h i s  com-

munity;  from t h i s  Lucy Mi tche l l , '  w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  l o g i c  and emot ion,  

guided t h e  c h i l d ' s  p r o g r e s s  t o  a v i s i o n  o f  man's i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  

w i t h  h i s  world.  

Here, as i n  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  Lucy M i t c h e l l ' s  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  

e d u c a t i v e  p r o c e s s  a n t i c i p a t e d  l a t e r  developments by many y e a r s .  

For  example, t h e  modern t h e o r y  of l e a r n i n g  b e i n g  developed by 

Jeroqe Bruner  a n d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  a t  Harvard  resembles  v e r y  much 

t h e  I t r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h i n k i n g w  emphasized by Lucy M i t c h e l l .  I n  

h i s  c h a p t e r  on t h e  impor tance  o f  s t r u c t u r e  as t h e  b a s i s  f o r  

l e a r n i n g ,  D r .  Bruner  s a y s  t h a t  i f  t e a c h e r s  would d i v o r c e  them- 

s e l v e s  f rom t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  need  t o  know o p e r a t i o n s  

and f a c t s  f i r s t ,  and  would r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  need t o  know 

and u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t s ,  we cou ld  d e a l  w i t h  

c h i l d r e n  v e r y  much as w e  d e a l  w i t h  a d u l t s  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s .  

Lucy M i t c h e l l  saw from t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  a c h i l d  can  o n l y  

make new e x p e r i e n c e  mean ingfu l  when he  r e l a t e s  i t  t o  h i s  known 

exper ience .  One of h e r  f a v o r i t e  s t o r i e s  which i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  comes f rom t h e  day when s h e  

took some u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  k i n d e r g a r t n e r s  o u t  t o  t h e  country .  

They s t o p p e d  t o  examine a brook and when a s c h o o l  o f  minnows 

went by one of  t h e  c h i l d r e n  excla imed,  " M ~God! So  many l i v e  

s a r d i n e s !  " 

A Teacher  

I t  was n o t  o n l y  on i s o l a t e d  o c c a s i o n s  t h a t  Lucy M i t c h e l l  

b rough t  h e r  g i f t s  as a t e a c h e r  t o  c h i l d r e n  o t h e r  than  t h o s e  i n  

t h e  independen t  a n d  a d m i t t e d l y  s e l e c t i v e  s c h o o l s  i n  which s h e  
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beg* h e r  work. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
. '  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  meaning and s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  cur r i cu lum,  Lucy . . ' . 

M i t c h e l l  worked a c t i v e l y  i n  New ~ o r k  C i t y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s a s  .an 
i n - s e r v i c e  . c o n s u l t a n t.~F o r  many y e a r s ( 1 9 4 2 - 1 9 5 5 )  s h e  s e r v e d '  
zs a r e s o u r c e  p e r s o n  t o  c lass room t e a c h e r s  and wi th  them woyked; . 

o u t  s p e c i f i c  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  ' a r e a s  o f .  knowledge. Col-

l e a g u e s  who were then  h e r  a s s i s t a n t s  r e c a l l  wi th  mixed h o r r o r  
' 

a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h e i r  many map-laden d e s c e n t s  of subway s t e p s  . 

(Lucy itche ell thought  t h a t  t a x i s  were f o r  weakl ings!)  and  t h e  

g l e e  w i t h  which s h e  approached e a c h  new c h a l l e n g e  and s i t u a t i o n .  

One f a c u l t y  member s t i l l  a t  Bank S t r e e t  t e l l s  a b o u t  . t h e  day when 

Lucy M l t c h e l l  conduct-ed a s i x t h . g r a d e  geography l e s s o n  i n  a 

" d i f f i c u l t  c l a s s . "  After s h e  l e f t  t h e  room one l i t t l e  boy s a i d  

t o  h i s  t e a c h e r ,  "That  l a d y  must be a genius ."  When he w a s  a s k e d  

why h e  r e p l i e d ,  "Because s h e  makes u s  know t h i n g s  we d i d n ' t  t h i n k  

w e  knew! " 
I t  w a s  i n  p a r t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  i e t  c h i l d r e n  (and a d u l t s )  d i s -  

c o v e r  new f a c t s  by c o n s i d e r i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among a l r e a d y  known 

facts  t h a t  made Lucy M i t c h e l l  a g r e a t  t e a c h e r .  But whi le  i t  w a s  

a l w a y s  h e r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  g i v e  t h e  c h i l d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  making 

h i s  own d i s c o v e r i e s ,  s h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i t  was e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  

c u r r i c u l u m  be s u p p o r t e d  by a d e q u a t e  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  With 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  v i g o r  and t a l e n t  s h e  s e t  a b o u t  t o  remedy -- -- 
t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  e x i s t i n g  t e x t s  and produced ( n o t  q u i t e  s i n g l e -  
handed!)  a s e r i e s  of s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  r e a d e r s  which is  s t i l l  i n  u s e  

today.  Indeed ,  many of h e r  w r i t i n g s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  r e f l e c t  h e r  pro- 

found  i n t e r e s t  i n  what we know today  as t h e  f i e l d  o f  eco logy ,  t h e  

s t u d y  of t h e  dynamic r e l a t i o n s h i p s  which p u t  man i n t o  e q u i l i b r i u m  

w i t h  h i s  environment  and how contemporary  c i v i l i z a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  

t h e  b a s i c  t , ,givens" and man's a t t e m p t s  t o  use  and a d j u s t  

t o  them.. , . . 

. . 

Although t h e o r i z i n g ,  . . t e a c h i n g  c h i l d r e n a n d  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s ,  
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and w r i t i n g  would be more than enough f o r  most people ,  most people  

a r e  n o t  Lucy Sprague Mi tche l l .  R e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y  i n  h e r  profes- 

s i o n a l  l i f e  he r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t each ing  and the  techniques  of teach-

i n g  l e d  he r  t o  become concerned with teacher  educa t ion .  I n  t he  
School  f o r  Teachers,  then known as t h e  Cooperative School f o r  

S tuden t  Teachers, s h e  was a ded ica t ed  experimenter.  One of h e r  

f a v o r i t e  p r o j e c t s  was a course  t h a t  she  c a l l e d  Environment, and 

which was a c t u a l i y  a course  i n  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  f o r  a d u l t s .  I t  w a s  

h e r  theory t h a t  t h e  t eache r  whose own i n t e l l e c t u a l  p rocesses  were 

s t imu la t ed  by new i n s i g h t s  and d i s c o v e r i e s  would be a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  

f o r  he r  c h i l d r e n  the  same sense  of excitement and d i scovery  t h a t  

s h e  had found f o r  h e r s e l f .  That is, i f  the  t e a c h e r s  acqui red  a 

sense  of t he  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of the  world i n  which t hey  l i v e d  

as grown-ups, they could  i n t e r p r e t  t o  c h i l d r e n  the  world i n  which 

they l i v e d ,  and make i t  a v i t a l ,  breatling, e x c i t i n g  s e t t i n g  i n  

which h i s t o r y  t a k e s  place.  She taught  he r  s t u d e n t s  how t o  l e a r n  

about  and t o  observe t h e i r  own envircnment. One of the  ass ign-  

ments, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was t o  g e t  ou t  on a s t r e e t  co rne r  and s imply 

observe every th ing  t h e r e  was t o  be seen,  from manholes t o  t h e  

p a t t e r n s  of t r a f f i c ,  from f i r e  hydran ts  t o  s t o r e s .  L a t e r  on i n  

t h e  course  the  s t u d e n t s  observed a n  e n t i r e  community and made 

c h a r t s  of i t s  r e sou rces ,  s e r v i c e s ,  indl!stries, and s o  on. This  

e x e r c i s e  was d i c t a t e d  by Lucy Sprague Mi t che l l ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  

w a s  more important  t o  g i v e  t e a c h e r s  i n t e r e s t i n g  and complex ma-
t e r i a l  on t h e i r  own l e v e l  than t o  t each  them cur r icu lum and 

methodology. L a t e r ,  Lucy Mi t che l l  r ev i sed  he r  approach t o  he r  -

mature s tuden t  t e a c h e r s  t o  inc lude 'more  technqiues  f o r  a c t u a l  

use  i n  the classroom. Always a l e r t  t o  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  improv- 

i n g  he r  own method and curr iculum,  s h e  came a t  last t o  r e a l i z e  

t h a t  she  w a s  expec t ing  more of t he se  young t e a c h e r s  than they 

had to  g i v e  -- t h e  same kind of love f o r  l e a r n i n g ,  t he  same k ind  

of e r u d i t i o n  t h a t  s h e  h e r s e l f  had. Lucy Mi t che l l  had and has  a 

charming way of assuming t h a t  i f  she  could  do something,  s o  could  



her  s tudents !  But conversely,  she never asked anyone t o  do some- 

thing t h a t  she  would not ,  o r  could not ,  do he r se l f .  

Perhaps one major reason f o r  her  s h i f t  i n  the d i r e c t i o n  of 

somewhat more s p e c i f i c  curriculum content  i n  the graduate courses  

f o r  teachers  was the opportuni ty t 4  s e e  the g r e a t  need f o r  such-  

ma te r i a l  i n  h e r  work i n  the publ ic  schools.  Not t h a t  she ever  

l o s t  the e a r l i e r  excitement and f reshness ,  only t h a t  she could 

see  the  problem i n  the context  of her  experience with teachers .  

af over-crowded c l a s s e s  and ch i ld ren  from f a m i l i e s  where the cul- 

t u r a l  background w a s  barren i n  comparison with t h a t  of the favored 

groups with whom she had worked a t  first.  However, Lucy Sprague 

Mitchel l ' s  wisdom and r e s t r a i n t  kept her  from t r y i n g  t o  impose h e r  
personal  methods on the teachers  i n  the publ ic  schools.  She 

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  many of the  techniques t h a t  were success fu l  i n  small 

groups needed t o  be modified i f  they were t o  prove u s e f u l  a t  a l l  

under the  very d i f f e r e n t  condi t ions  imposed by the public  school  
s i t u a t i o n .  

These ma t t e r s  were of g r e a t  importance t o  Lucy Mitchel l  be- 

cause she had from the start  seen her  work i n  p r iv i l eged  groups 

and s i t u a t i o n s  as being he r  opportuni ty t o  develop techniques 

and t e s t  hypotheses i n  order  t h a t  she, and he r  co-workers, might 

then make t h e i r  f ind ings  a v a i l a b l e  t o  o thers .  Indeed she s a w  

t h i s  as being the  main reason f o r  the ex i s t ence  of p r i v a t e ,  exper-

imental educat ion,  but valued a l s o  the f a c t  t h a t  t o  work i n  these  

schools w a s  t o  be a b l e  t o  work f r e e l y  and with independence o f  

the requirements of l a r g e ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  bureaucra t ic ,  educat ion 

systems and school  boards. 

Although Lucy Mi tche l l ' s  astounding v e r s a t i l i t y  and energy 

allowed he r  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  almost every f a c e t  of the l i f e  of the  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  she helped t o  found, i t  would be an e r r o r  t o  i n f e r  

t h a t  she was a headstrong i n d i v i d u a l i s t  running a one man shov. 

Even i f  she w a s  once dr iven  t o  aver  t h a t  the  term cooperate 



x i i  

means t h a t  " t h e y  coo and we o p e r a t e , "  s h e  was a f i r m  b e l i e v e r  i n  
g roup  endeavor.  ' I n  1916, l o n g  b e f o r e  the m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n e  a p p r o a c h  

was " inven ted , "  Lucy M i t c h e l l  b rough t  t a g e t h e r  a . g r o u p  of t e a c h e r s ,  
p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  d o c t o r s ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  and s o c i a l  workers  t o  

st ,udy c h i l d r e n  and p o o l  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s .  

Tha t  t h e  g roup  p r o s p e r e d  and- became an  e f f e c t i v e  u n i t  w a s  

due i n ' l a r g e  p a r t  t o  t h e  t a l e n t e d  and f s c t f u l  l e a d e r s h i p  of Lucy 

M i t c h e l l .  Al though s h e  h e r s e l f  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  h e r  major  c o n t r i b u -  . .  I 

t i o n  was i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  peop le ,  t h o s e  who worked 

v i t h  h e r  s p e a k  wi th  f e e l i n g s  n o t  u n l i k e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  boy 
who c a l l e d  h e r  a gerius. "The way s h e  a p p r e c i a t e d  o n e l s  c o n t r i b u -  

t i o n  made i t  seem more, and i t  became more." "She would come i n  
and s a y ,  'Now d o n ' t  a r g u e  w i t h  me b e c a u s e  I know you can do i t , '  I 
and somenow you would f i n d  y o u r s e l f  d o i n g  it." "She r e a l l y  d i d  I 
have more f a i t h  i n  many of us  than seemed r e a s o n a b l e  t o  us." I. 

And Lucy M i t c h e l l  made t h a t  f a i t h  work. I n  time, t h e  g r o u p  s h e  I 
g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  became t h e  Sureau  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  Exper iments  

which i n  t u r n  became t o d a y ' s  Bank S t r e e t  Co l lege  o f  Educat ion.  

I t  is  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  l o o k i n g  back, t o  d i s c o v e r  how many o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  Col lege  r e f l e c t  and s u s t a i n  Lucy 

M i t c h e l l ' s  i n t e r e s t s , a n d  t h e  degree  t o  which h e r  b e l i e f s  and  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  embodied i n  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  phi losophy.  

A R e s e a r c h e r  

From t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  Lucy b ! i t che l l l s  appr0ac.h t o  t h e  

s t u d y  o f  c h i l d r e n  and s c h o o l s  was c a r e f u l  and s y s t e m a t i c .  How-

e v e r ,  a t  a t ime when many r e s e a r c h  workers  and c h i l d  psycholo- 

gists were t r y i n g  t o  reduce  t h e  s t u d y  o f  development t o  a lab-

o r a t o r y  s c i e n c e ,  Lucy M i t c h e l l  and h e r  c o l l e a g u e s  -- p e r h a p s  i n  

p a r t  because  s h e  h e r s e l f  was n o t  i n h i b i t e d  by a f o r m a l  r e s e a r c h  
background -- k e p t  t o  what would now be c a l l e d  " f i e l d  r e s e a r c h e n h a  



I pad-and-pencil-in-smock-pocket e r a  she  and h e r  a s s o c i a t e s  developed 
: 
i n a r r a t i v e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  as t h e i r  b a s i c  method. 

S tudy  of t h e  r e c o r d s  they  ob t a ined  and t hough t fu l  review o f  

t h e i r  own d i r e c t  work wi th  c h i l d r e n  enabled Bureau staff members 

t o  a r r i v e  at  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r m u l a t i o n s  which have s i n c e  been 
accep t ed  an'd demonstra ted by o t h e r  workers i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  c h i l d  
development. Thus, f o r  example, i t  is now recognized t h a t  a v i -

t a l l y  impor tan t  f o r c e  f o r  making s c h o o l s  good p l a c e s  f o r  t h e  in- 
t e l l e c t u a l  emot ional  growth of c h i l d r e n  is  t h e  concept  t h a t  t h e  

s choo l  program must be gea red  t o  t h e  unders tand ing  of  t h e  devel-  

opmental s t a g e s  through which a l l  c h i l d r e n  pass .  For  a long  t ime 

t h e s e  s t a g e s  were r e f e r r e d  t o  as "age l e v e l s "  which, by impl ica-  

1 t i o n ,  made them a r b i t r a r y  and over-defined.  Lucy M i t c h e l l  began 
3

1 t o  c a l l  t he se  developmental  s t a g e s  "ma tu r i t y  l e v e l s "  and i n  t h i s  


way brought  t h e  term i n t o  l i n e  wi th  a r a t h e r  more f l e x i b l e ,  more


1 u n i v e r s a l ,  view. One c h i l d  of  s i x ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  might be  as 


mature as a n o t h e r  ons of  e i g h t  i f  he  had a l r e a d y  accomplished 

t h e  developmental  t a s k s  of t h e  o l d e r  c h i l d .  Altnough t h i s  seems 
obvious  now, i t  w a s  a r a d i c a l  concept  when Lucy M i t c h e l l  first 

p u t  t h e  term t o  use. 

An Author 

Equa l ly  r a d i c a l  i n  t h e  1920s,  e q u a l l y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  


$1 widespread accep tance  today,  and e q u a l l y  dependent upon c lass room 


'! knowledge and obse rva t i on ,  was Lucy M i t c h e l l ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  

- J

I c h i l d r e n  need books which a r e  r e l e v a n t  to  t h e i r  own exper ience .  

Unfor tuna te ly  t h i s  ha s  been m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  as an  a t t a c k  on fan-  


t a s y  p e r  se and a r d t h e r  g r im i n s i s t e n c e  on r e a l i s m  i n  j u v e n i l e  
;

1 l i t e r a t u r e .  A c t u a l l y  a l l  she  meant was t h a t  t h e  f a n t a s y  shou ld  
i be on t h e  c h i l d ~ s w l e v e l  of m a t u r i t y ,  n o t  on t h a t  of t h e  a d u l t  
4 who is w r i t i n g  f o r  him." ( 1 )  With r ega rd  t o  t r u e - t o - l i f e  s t o r i e s  

..3 
(1) I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  Be l ieve  and  Make-Believe, 1956 (Dut ton)  
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s h e  found t h a t  "a s t o r y  can  b e s t  b r i n g  back t o  a c h i l d  a p l e a s u r -

a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  i f  i t  i s  t o l d  i n  t h e  same s e c s e  and muscle terms 

i n  which he  e x p e r i e n c e d  i t .  And a s t o r y  c a n , a l s o  e x t e n d  a c h ' i l d ' s  
e x p e r i e n c e  i f  t h e  new is n o t  too  far removed from what he  h a s  al-

i 	 ready  e x p e r i e n c e d  at  first hand." ( 2 )  The e x t e n t  t o  which t h e s i  . 
comments r e f l e c t  o b s e r v a t i o n  of  r e a l  c h i l d r e n  i n  spon taneous  a c t i o n ,  

dnd t h e i r  a f f i n i t y  f o r  o t h e r  p h a s e s  of  Lucy M i t c h e l l ' s  work and 

c redo ,  are a p p a r e n t .  

I n  h e r  first major  e f f o r t  t o  write s t o r i e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  

which would comply w i t h  h e r  c h a l l e n g i n g  and e x a c t i n g  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  
I s h e  p r e s e n t e d  	a c o l l e c t i o n  of e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t o r i e s  which were 

grouped a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  age f o r  which they  were i n t e n d e d  and 
I d e a l t  w i t h  t h i n g s  which c h i l d r e n  might  be e x p e c t e d  t o  know. The 

d r 	 Here and Now S t o r y  5ook ( f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  by E.R. Dut ton ,  1921, 

4 and s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  i n  r e v i s e d  e d i t i o n )  b e g i n s  w i t h  a l o n g  and 

'1 t h o u g h t f u l  fo reword  t o  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  which s e t s  f o r t h  h e r  

views and b e l i e f s .  The s t o r i e s  themse lves  were n o t  more p r o s a i c  i 
a c c o u n t s  b u t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  move from t h e  known t o  t h e  comprehen- 

,i s i b l e ,  f rom t h e  e v i d e n t  t o  t h e  d e d u c i b l e ,  from t h e  o r d i n a r y  t o  

'1 t h e  wonderful .  I n  h e r  w r i t i n g ,  as i n  h e r  t e a c h i n g ,  s h e  was in-.,.

'1 	 t e r e s t e d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and 

i n  h e l p i n g  c h i l d r e n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  myriad 
',1 	 f a c e t s  of  t h e  h e r e  and  now world. ( I t  is amusing t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  
. -! 	when t h e  Here and  Now first appeared  l i b r a r i a n s  complained because  

A 

they d i d n ' t  know whether  t o  c a t a l o g u e  and s h e l v e  i t  w i t h  f a c t  o r
'1.. f i c t i o n ! )  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  many who c o n s i d e r e d  themse lves  t o  be Lucy 

'1 	 i i i t c h e l l ' s  a d m i r e r s  misunders tood  h e r  purpose  as g r i e v o u s l y  as 
d i d  h e r  d e t r a c t o r s .  Many of  t h e s e  would-be f o l l o w e r s  produced 
a g r e a t  d e a l  of e x t r e m e l y  p e d e s t r i a n  m a t e r i a l  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  and

4 a s  a r e s u l t  Lucy M i t c h e l l  h a s  been u n j u s t l y  c r i t i c i z e d  as t h e  





imposed l o g i c  which i n h i b i t s  a d u l t s  when they  t h i n k  as a d u l t s ,  and 

-with  t h e  s enso ry  immediacy c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  c h i l d r e n ' s  t h ink ing .  

She was no t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t r u c t u r e d  pro'ducts i n  the  beg inn ing ,  

and indeed r u l e d  a g a i n s t  them because she  wanted h e r  s t u d e n t s  t o  -
f r e e  themselves  from t h e  demands of  l n t e r n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  u n t i l  
they  were a b l e  t o  r e cogn i ze  and be a r t i c u l a t e  abou t  what t hey  

heard ,  smel led ,  t a s t e d ,  and touched, as w e l l  as abou t  what t hey  
saw. Only when s t u d e n t s  had been a b l e  t o  make s enso ry  c o n t a c t  

w i t h  t h e  world and t h e i i  e i p e r i e n c e  i n  i t  and,  f u r t h e r ,  gave  

ev idence  of  be ing  ready  and a b l e  t o  u se  t h e s e  d i r e c t  i m p r e s s i o n s  

i n  t h e i r  writing d i d  s h e  encourage them t o  t r y  more d i s c i p l i n e d  
p i ece s .  The r a t i o n a l e  h e r e  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same as t h a t  which 

l e d  t o  h e r  development of  t h e  environment cou r se  f o r  t e a c h e r s  
and e x p r e s s e s  t h e  p r o f u n d i t y  and pe rva s ivenes s  of  h e r  b e l i e f  i n  

t h e  dependence of  l e a r n i n g  and a c c u r a t e  com;?unication upon d i r e c t ,  

f i r s t - h a n d  exper ience ,  

Conc lus ion  

T h i s  q u a l i t y  of  u n i t y ,  of coherence qnd c o n s i s t e n c y ,  o c c u r s  

n o t  on ly  w i th in  t h e  frame o f  Lucy ~it c h e l l ' s  work l i f e  b u t  a l s o  
between h e r  c h r a c t e r i s t i c s  as a n  i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e  key q u a l i t i e s  

of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  ph i losophy  w i th  which she  worked and t o  which 
she  con t r i bu t ed .  Her e s s e n t i a l l y  c r e a t i v e - i n t e l l e c t u a l  approach,  

h e r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  l e a r n i n g  by be ing  and doing,  h e r  ir-
r e v e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  toward dogma and convent ion,  h e r  l o v e  f o r  peo-
p l e  and f a i t h  i n  t h e i r  worth and p o t e n t i a l  -- a l l  a r e  exp re s sed  

i n  h e r  c redo  as a t e a c h e r  and a l l  a r e  nece s sa ry  t o  h e r  c e n t r a l ,  

e s s e n t i a l  self. 

I n  a l e s s e r  pe rson  i t  might be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a t t r i b u t e  such  

correspondence of p e r s o n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t t r i b u t e s  t o  good 

f o r t u n e  and f e l i c i t o u s  cho i ce  of  c a r e e r .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of  Lucy 





x v i i i  

INYRODUCTION by Irma S. Black  .and Joan  W. B l o s  v i  


TABLE OF CONTENTS x v i i i  


ANCESTORS 1 


The Atwoods 3 

The Sprapues  7 


SIRLHOOD I N  C H I C A G O ,  1878-1896 11 

Pur i t an i sm  - R e c o l l e c t i o n s  of F a t h e r ,  Mother, and Family 11 


Sprague-Warner Company, Wholesale Groce r s  19 

Chicago, t h e  Big  L i t t l e  Town 20 


Educa t ion  28 


THE YOUNG DEAN I N  A YOUNG UNIVERSITY 36 

I n v i t a t i o n  t o  Come t o  Berke ley  36 

Dut ies  as Dean 40 


The Dean's House - A S o c i a l  and  C u l t u r a l  Cen t e r  48 


Deans of  Women - E a r l y  P r o f e s s i o n a l  Meet ings  

' t  

4 RECOLLECTIONS OF THE WHEELERS- : 
C I n  Germany w i t h  t h e  Wheelers 

A NZW CAREER I N  EDUCATION 
t S a n p l i n ~  P r o f e s s i o n s  f o r  Women 


Marriage t o  D r .  Wesley Clair M i t c h e l l  - 1912 


I n f l uence  of John  Dewey 

.. 
' 1 3ANK STREET COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

1 Organ iz ins  t h e  Bureau o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  Exper iments  

Researches  of t h e  Bank S t r e e t  Co l l ege  of  Educa t i on  





Presco tt: 

,:it c h e l l :  

Presco t t: 


Mitchel l :  


P re sco t t :  


Mi tche l l :  


ANCESTORS 

Both your ma te rna l  and p a t e r n a l  f o r e b e a r s  came from 

England, d idn ' t  they? 

Yes. I have no s p e c i f i c  d a t e  except ing  t h a t  i t  was i n  
the  f a i r l y  e a r l y  1600's. They were ve ry  proud of having 

been h e r e  f o r  a long  while, 

Were t h e r e  s p e c i f i c  reasons  f o r  t h e i r  migra t ion?  

I don ' t  know, excep t ing  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  was a popular  

t h ing  t o  da i n  those  days. America was s t i l l  a new 

p l a c e  f o r  a home. And I don't know what they  d i d  over  

there ,  I know t h a t  t h e  Spragues, be fo re  they  were 

Englishmen, were Dutchmen. The name is a Dutch name. 
Whether they came over  when a l l  t h e  weavers f locked  t o  

England, I don ' t  know, That probably is a l l  i n  t h e  

h i s t o r y  of Royalton,  which is v r i t t e n  up by my a u n t  and 

p r i n t e d  i n  a b i g ,  t h i c k  book. Hy son h a s  it. I have 

never  had t h e  i n S e r e s t  even t o  r ead  it, 
Both my f a t h e r  and my mother had a g r a n d f a t h e r  

l i v i n g  wi th  them, both of  whom remembered when Vermont 
fought  i n  t he  r e v o l u t i o n  as a s e p a r a t e  r epub l i c ,  And I 

don't know what t h e i r  ages  were, I don ' t  t h ink  they  

were o l d  enough, e i t h e r  of them, t o  f i g h t ,  bu t  they 

both  remembered it, Which seems t o  make u s  ex t ra -

o r d i n a r i l y  young as a nation.  

Were they  farmers ,  tradesmen o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  people 

i n  England? 

I don ' t  knoy. They c e r t a i n l y  became f a rmers  t h e  minute 



Mitchell:  


Prescot t :  


Mitchell: 


Prescot t :  

Mitchell: 


they came here.  I don ' t  know how.much oppor tuni ty  
t h e r e  w a s  f o r  anything e l se .  They were hunt ing  f o r  
homes. 
Were they i n  the group t h a t  came over  because of 

r e l i g i o u s  convict ions? 
I don1t know. Now, they s e t t l e d  i n  the  c e n t r a l  p a r t  
of Vermont, o r  around White River  Junc t ion ,  though 
one s e t t l e m e n t  was on the e a s t  branch and one was 
on the  v e s t  branch of the  r i v e r .  But they knew people 
a l l  t h e  way up the  .valley, and many y e a r s  later I, my 

husband and the c h i l d r e n  had a Vermont home near  
Craf tsbury.  To t h i s  day they g ive  a pageant showing 

I 
I 

the  immigrant a r r i v a l  and the  e a r l y  yea r s  i n  Craftsbury.  
This  is a love ly  N e w  England town. Most of  the people 
s e t t l i n g  t h e r e  d id  come over  because of what they f e l t  

was r e l i g i o u s  persecut ion.  
Then they pushed up t h e  White River  Valley? 
Yes, they pushed up t o  White River  Junc t ion .  This  vas 
a f a v o r i t e  ga the r ing  p lace  f o r  t he  people who had 
s e t t l e d  on one branch of t he  White River ,  and those 
who went up on the  other .  They used t o  meet f o r  
p e r i o d i c a l  reunions.  I remember we l l  t h a t  my Aunt 
Nan, who w a s  my mother 's  o l d e r  s i s t e r ,  s a i d  t h a t  they 
met f o r  a f e a s t  of app le  p i e  at the White River Junc t ion  

s t a t i o n .  Of course,  t h a t  was i n  t h e  horse  and buggy 

days, obviously. 
A l l  those people,  apparent ly ,  had a g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  

i n  s ing ing .  And they had what they c a l l e d  "s ing  f e s t i -  

vals.* They t r a i n e d  f o r  them and then they gave per- 

formances. And both my f a t h e r  ar.d my mother and all 
t h e i r  neighbors ,  as f a r  as I know, took p a r t  i n  them. 
It  was a community performance. And as I th ink  of  my I 



I 
I 

Mitchel l :  mother rs  and my f a t h e r ' s  remembrances, t he  i n t e r e s t  
i n  s i n g i n g  was far more of a bond than any r e l i g i o u s  

i n t e r e s t ,  

P resco t t :  Have you any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of your grandparents? 
Mitchel l :  No, A l l  f o u r  were dead before  I was born, ' .  

. . 

The Atwoods 

~ P r e s c o t t :  Your mother's 
. wasn't i t ?  

fami ly ,  the  Atwoods, w a s  a l a r g e  family,  

Mitchel l :  Yes; Thi r teen;  t e n  boys and th ree  g i r l s ,  But the 
1 o l d e s t  d ied  as a baby, My mother, born i n  1849, w a s  

t he  youngest;  h e r  b ro the r ,  F o s t e r ,  whom I knew we l l  
and c a l l e d  Uncle F o s t e r ,  was twenty-five y e a r s  o l d e r  

i 
than she  w a s ,  and he wasn ' t  the o l d e s t ,  So t h a t  

I 
1 
i 

means one mother had twenty-six 
of bea r ing  chi ldren.  

o r  twenty-seven yea r s  

P r e s c o t t :  How many of them grew t o  adulthood? 

Mitchel l :  A l l  twelve grew t o  adulthood, There were t h r e e  o f  
them who d ied  i n  the  war, and one who g o t  l o s t  and ~was frozen,  A f a v o r i t e  s t o r y  of  my mother 's  w a s  

I about the  dog which had been with t h i s  b ro the r ,  and 

had come home a lone  and whined u n t i l  he l e d  r e s c u e r s  
I 
I 

t o  h i s  master, who was s t i l l  a l i v e ,  H e  d i ed  l a t e r ,  

Uncle Ol iver  was a milkman i n  Marthats  Vineyard, 

and f o r  t h a t  reason we s p e n t  one summer there ,  He 
used t o  d e l i v e r  milk and ve were al lowed t o  get i n t o  

the  wagon and be d r iven  around wi th  him, I t h i n k  

t h e r e  mist have been seven of the  t h i r t e e n  who l i v e d  

t o  o l d  age, Four of them went west. 

P resco t t :  Were they a l l  farmers? 

-!'q- - - . - w n - p r J T m v = T w T - < 3 - - - .  



4 . .  


Mitche l l: Yes: 

your mother have? 

He probably went ,a round a l l  of t h a t  community. I can 
remember Mother t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  a f t e r  a cow had been 
k i l l e d  f o r  e a t i n g ,  they tanned the  h ide  and prepared 

. . 

i t  and so f t ened  i t  and had the  hide a l l  ready f o r  him. 
You s e e ,  t h e r e  were n o t  on ly  the  twelve c h i l d r e n  and 
t h e  f a t h e r  and mothe'r, bu t  t he re  were two adopted 
c h i l d r e n  and an o l d  aunt.  

Mitchel l :  I th ink  so.' 

r ? .  never  heard  of  an i t i n e r a n t  shoemaker. 

. . . . 

. . . . 
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made t h i s  way. 

Your g r a n d f a t h e r ,  then, . a c t u a l l y  tanned t h e  h ide?  

Yes. Th i s  w a s  my mother's family.  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  


my f a t h e r ' s  fami1.y d id  tha t .  I th ink  they could  

a f f o r d  t o  buy shoes. 


Grandmother a l s o  must have been a very  remarkable 
person. They were a l l  s o  wel l  read. It  s t r i k e s  me  
as ve ry  impressive,  and I t h i n k  perhaps i t  w a s  very 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of the  Vermont farmers.  I c a n ' t  remember 
ever  speaking  of anything t h a t  w a s  a c l a s s i c  which my 

t h a t  was a l s o  t r u e  of my fa ther .  I 

Her educa t ion  had taken h e r  through h igh  school?  I 

Yes. The f ami ly  had a l l  been born i n  Barnard u n t i l  my 

mother, who was the  first one born i n  Royalton, where 

they had mwed i n  order  t o  g e t  what they cons idered  
b e t t e r  schools .  I t  was almost  a p r e s c r i b e d  t h i n g  f o r  
a g i r l  t o  teach u n t i l  she was married.  Aunt Nan d i d  

tha t .  S ince  the  school  board cou ldn ' t  pay h e r  enough 
s a l a r y ,  p a r t  o f  h e r  s a l a r y  was g i v e n  i n  room and 
board f o r  he r se l f .  She moved around from fami ly  t o  

family.  My mother was then l e f t  a t  home, t he  only 
l i t t l e  g i r l  among a l l  those boys. So Aunt N a n  took 

Mother around with her.  Na tu ra l ly  t h a t  reduced h e r  
s a l a r y  t h a t  much, bu t  my Aunt Nan f e l t  t h a t  s h e  could 

t ake  c a r e  of h e r  b e t t e r  than n i n e  boys could. La te r  

my mother taught  school  a l s o ,  bu t  t h a t  was a f t e r  h e r  
f a t h e r  died. She and her  mother moved t o  alone i n  ' 
n o r t h e r n  New York where my Uncle F o s t e r  was l i v i n g  

then. Here she  taught  school  and s t a y e d  u n t i l  h e r  

mother died.  I guess  she  postponed g e t t i n g  marr ied  

a yea r  because of t h a t .  Our whole fami ly  used t o  s t o p  



Mitchel l :  	 a t  Malone when we went e a s t  i n  t he  summer, as w e  
o f t e n  did. Uncle F o s t e r  was twenty-five yea r s  o l d e r  

than  Mother, s o  they were r e a l l y  a gene ra t ion  a p a r t ,  
He had only a n  adopted c h i l d ;  no c h i l d r e n  of h i s  
own, And he had c a r r i e d  on a l l  t h e  fami ly  customs. 

One p r a c t i c e  t h a t  impressed me, and 1'11 never f o r g e t  
i t ,  was t h a t  a l l  of  us  were assembled, i nc lud ing  

what they c a l l e d  t h e  h i r e d  man--shades of .Rober t  
Frost!--before they went o u t  t o  work, Then Uncle 
F o s t e r  would take a tun ing  f o r k ,  pu t  i t  i n  h i s  

mouth and j e rk  i t  ou t ,  and then l i s t e n  f o r  t h e  tone. 
A f t e r  a l l  of us  had the  r i g h t  no te ,  he  would, wi th  
dramat ic  g e s t u r e s ,  l e a d  a hymn be fo re  they went o u t  
t o  work, They would never f a i l  t o  do this ,  

If anyone was s i c k ,  they sang i n  the  s ick-  
room. This  custom, I th ink ,  was brought down from 
h i s  own childhood, Because my mother s a i d  i t  was a 
kind  of a l i b i ;  i f  they d i d n ' t  want t o  do anyth ing  else, 
they  sang and everybody had t o  s t o p  and sing. 

P r e s c o t t :  	 T h i s  c e r t a i n l y  e x p l a i n s  t he  i n t e r e s t  i n  music which 
you f i n d  throughout your family. 

Mitchel l :  	 Well, Mother was a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  musical  person. 
I t h i n k  she could have been a p r o f e s s i o n a l  musician. 
She sang  i n  the  c h o i r  a t  church when she  was s o  l i t t l e  
t h a t  she  had t o  s t a n d  on a c h a i r  t o  b r i n g  h e r  head up 

wi th  t h e  l e v e l  of t he  grownups, And I r e c a l l  when 
going  t o  conce r t s  w i t h  Mother t h a t  she  always took 
s h e e t s  of music paper s o  i f  she  wanted t o  remenber a 
sco re ,  she took n o t e s  on i t ,  musical  no te s ,  j u s t  as 
you and I would take n o t e s  i n  Engl ish,  

We always sang, and we had the  o l d  Arian and 
Anthion songs. They a r e  w r i t t e n ,  you know, with  t he  



. .  . . 

married. Alber t  was the o ldes t ;  my f a t h e r ,  born i n  
1839, w a s  the t h i r d ;  they 'married two of the Atvood 

she couldnt t seem t o  makeup he r  mind t o  marry, and 
he went west. Later  she a l s o  went west, but  he died 
before they were married. 

.Prescot t :  The'Spragues were farmers? 

Mitchell: They were farmers and I v i s i t e d b o t h  of those  two 


f o r  ath her'. h e a l t h  when I was perhaps s i x t e e n  o r  . ,  

mother and'my brother ,  Alber t ,  and myself drove a l l  

allowed t o  run down. But i t  was neve'r .a ve'ry. good 



Mitchell:  	 And t h e  barn which belonged t o  my 

whose name was Ziba, is still  s tanding.  And Ziba  
h imsel f ,  I th ink ,  is bur i ed  there ,  My f a t h e r ,  as 
a boy, used to  d r i v e  the  cows over the  h i l l s - - i t  ' 

w a s  too long  t o  d r i v e  t h e  cows down t h e  White River  

and up--for t he  market. The market was a t  Randolph, I 
which was q u i t e  a good-sized town, much l a r g e r  than  
West Randolph. Both my f a t h e r  and my mother remember 
when t h e  f i r s t t r a i n  came through. I t  d idn '  t come 

p a s t  t h e i r  house a t  a l l ;  i t  woxld have gone p a s t  
Royalton, bu t  i t  d idn ' t  go p a s t  Fa the r ' s ,  B u t  i t  
went up t o  Montpelier,  

P re sco t t :  	 Your f a t h e r ' s  b ro the r ,  A l b e r t  Sprague, went t o  Yale, 
d i d n ' t  he? Wasn't i t  r a t h e r  unusual f o r  a farmer t o  
send h i s  son t o  Yale? 

Mitchell :  Well, I don ' t  know, Both my uncle  and my f a t h e r  were 
s e n t  t o  Barton Academy, Barton is a town I ' m  very 
f a m i l i a r  with, It's about  t e n  miles from where we had 
our summer place,  And Barton Academy must have been I 
a p r i v a t e  school ;  I don ' t  t h ink  i t  could have been a I 
p u b l i c  school .  I t  wouldnt t  have been c a l l e d  an. I 
academy. And, o f  course,  i t  was a boyst academy. 
And Ezra  Warner, who was t h e  t h i r d  p a r t n e r  i n  the 
Sprague-Warner & Co., which they l a t e r  developed i n  1 
Chicago, was a l s o  a Barton Academy boy. I th ink  h e  
came from Barton, i tself ,  So many of  t h e  people  
t h a t  F a t h e r  l a t e r  knew i n  Chicago had oo l l ege  t r a i n i n g  
before  going  west, Norman Williams from Woodstock 
had gone t o a l l e g e .  And I th ink  both Mr, Fai rbanks  
from S t .  Johrisbury and Marshal l  F i e l d  went t o  col lege.  
They went t o  co l l ege  i f  they weren ' t  caught  i n  t h e  

C i v i l  War, which w a s  what happened t o  my father. He I 
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jo ined  t h e  s t a t e  m i l i t i a .  And I had h i s  b l a n k e t  t h a t  
he  used,  t h e  handwoven b l a n k e t  w i th  h i s  name i n  t h e  

co rne r ,  which I have g iven  t o  h i s  o l d e s t  great-grandson.  
They brought  t h e i r  own guns,  too ,  d i d n ' t  they? 

hat I d o n t t  know. I have s e v e r a l  p i c t u r e s  o f  him 
i n  h i s  C i v i l  War uniform. ( I  always want t o  say 

ncostume;w I can never  b e l i e v e  i t ,  b u t  they  wore 
t h e s e  ve ry  c o l o r f u l  s a shes . )  And they  a l s o  wore f u l l  
beards.  But ,  o f  course ,  bea rds  were u s u a l  i n  those  
days  as compared w i th  now. 
How l o n g  w a s  h e  i n  t h e  C i v i l  Var? 
Not long.  He w a s  s e n t  down t o  New Orleans .  He was 

under Genera l  B u t l e r ,  and t hey  had a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  I 
i l l n e s s  down the re ,  There w a s  ye l low f eve r .  But I 
F a t h e r  g o t  t h e . d y s e n t e r y ,  which w a s  s o  coinmon then,  

and w a s  sh ipped  home. I r e a l l y  don' t know how long  he  
w a s  t he r e .  F a t h e r  would n e v e r  s a y  one word abou t  t h e  I 

W a r .  

I t  must have been a d i s a p p o i n t i n g  exper ience?  

I d o n t t  know. H e  w a s  sh ipped  home, and by one of 
t hose  s t r a n g e  i n t u i t i o n s  o r  myths, whatever you want 

t o  c a l l  i t ,  they knew t h a t  h e  w a s  on t h e  way, b u t  
they  d i d n ' t  know when he  was coming. And h i s  f a t h e r ,  
Ziba,  drove over  t h e  h i l l s  t o  Montpe l ie r  and m e t  him 

a t  t h e  train. I 
Without r e a l l y  knowing he was coming? 

Without r e a l l y  knowing. And t h i s  was v e r y  impor tan t  11 
because F a t h e r  a r r i v e d  on a s t r e t c h e r .  L a t e r  h e  
developed t ube rcu lo s i s .  T h i s  seemed t o  happen t o  

anybody who was s i c k  w i th  a n y t h i n g  i n  Vermont i n  t hose  I 
days. A l l  f o u r  of  my g r a n d p a r e n t s  d i e d  o f  t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  

o r  as they  used  t o  c a l l  i t ,  " g a l l o p i n g  consumption," 
and t h r e e  o f  my mother ' s  b r o t h e r s .  I don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  



i t che l l :  an unusual record. 
rescot t :  Were the  Spragues a c t i v e  ab~ l '~$ . . i on i s t s?  

i t c h e l l :  Well, yes. I say  "ac t iven  -- I don ' t  know how a c t i v e  

they were i n  Chicago, bu t  they were very, very s t r o n g  

a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  
rescott:  Now, Albe r t  Sprague and your Aunt Nan had gone t o  

Chicago during the C i v i l  War? 

i t che l l :  I th ink  they went before  the war broke out. You see ,  

they were o lde r  than my f a t h e r .  My f a t h e r  w a s  born i n  
1839, s o  he was twenty, and t h a t  would have,made h i s  

o l d e r  b ro the r  twenty-five. I ' v e  never been s u r e  of 
the  da te  of my p a r e n t s f  b i r t h s ;  I know Father  w a s  
e i t h e r  born i n  1838 o r  1839 and was t e n  years  o l d e r  

than Mother. 
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they  went t o  . t h e  home. o f  your Uncle A l b e r t  Sprague. 

they  s e t t l e d ?  
Mitchell :  The A l b e r t  Spragues .lad s e t t l e d  on t h e  West Side. 

Chicago is d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t s  by the  -Chicego 
R ive r ,  c a l l e d  t h e  North S i d e  and t he  h t h  S ide  and 

t h e  West S ide ;  <he West S i d e  is much t h e  l a r g e s t .  
With r e a l l y  uncanny f o r e s i g h t ,  t h e  c i t y  f a t h e r s  
l a i d  ou t  a cha in  of parks  e n c i r c l i n g  a h u g e  a r e a  
which i t  took Chicago y e a r s  and y e a r s  t o  grow o u t  to.  

The West S i d e  w a s  t h e  b i g g e s t  o f  t h e  e a r l i p s t  s e t t l e -  

ments. And my unc le  had s e t t l e d  t h e r e ,  and s o  my. 

k ind  of  change t h a t  conies i n  l o c a l i t i e s .  I t  became 

l e s s  f a sh ionab le  t o  l i v e  on the West Side ,  and they  

moved t o  Prair ie  Avenue on .  the  South Side.  But very  

soon the  North S i d e  became the  swagger p l ace  t o  
l i v e  a n d  i t  still is. And I don ' t know whether my 

. . . . . 

.. . . .. -.~. 
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Mitchell :  

You were born i n  Chicago? 

I was born i n  Chicago i n  1878, i n  t h e  house on 

Washington Boulevard, Washington Boulevard w a s  
cons idered  a very good r e s i d e n t i a l '  s t r e e t .  However, 
on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  us  r an  p a r a l l e l  s t r e e t s  on which 

t h e r e  were s t r e e t c a r s ,  and these  s t r e e t s  were simply 

l i n e d  wi th  saloons,  So one o f  my e a r l y  memories is 
t h a t  I was never allowed, as a c h i l d ,  to walk on 

e i t h e r  s i d e ,  on Lake S t r e e t  o r  Randolph, because o f  

t h e  saloons.  And the  sa loons  i n  those  days had 

those  swinging h a l f  doors,  s o  t h a t  you could s e e  

the  f e e t  below and the  heads above. When I cast my . 
f i r s t  vo t e  i n  Berkeley I f e l t  t h a t  I was e n t e r i n g  a 
sa loon  because the  vo t ing  booth had a swinging h a l f -  

door. 

Your f ami ly  there  on Washington Boulevard cons i s t ed  

o f  your mc the r  and your se l f  and how i a n y  b r o t h e r s  and 

s i s t e r s ?  

There were s i x  of  us ,  and I w a s  t he  f o u r t h ;  my two 

younger b ro the r s  d ied ,  which made me the  youngest, 

The youngest  one d i ed  when he was s i x ,  t he  o t h e r  one 
when he w a s  twelve. So t h a t  when I was t h i r t e e n ,  I 
became the  youngest. 

What d i d  they d i e  of? 
The youngest  died of  d i p h t h e r i a ;  i t  w a s  c a l l e d  

"membranous croupn then, b u t . i t  was r e a l l y  d iph the r i a ,  

And the  second one d ied  of  typhoid, 

Was A l b e r t  your o l d e s t  b ro ther?  

Yes. Ee was named a f t e r  h i s  unc le ,  A l b e r t  Spragw. 

And your o lde r  s i s t e r ' s  name? 

Was Ma<ry. The names go Mary, A l b e r t ,  Nancy, Lucy 

(myse l f ) ,  Otho (which w a s  my f a t h e r ' s  name), and 

Arnold, Arnold had been a fami ly  name f o r  a long 



Mitchell :  while.  F a t h e r ' s  mother was an  Arnold, 

~ r e s c o t t :  What r e c o l l e c t i o n s  have you of your mother? 
itch ell: My r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Mother a r e  both d e l i g h t f u l  .and 

t r a g i c .  Mother was an  artist  by temperament, and 

.I t h i n k  might we l l  have been a p;ofessional musician; -' 

s h e  had a q u a l i t y  t h a t  I can only  d e s c r i b e  g e n t l y  as 
be ing  gypsy-like. She w a s  n a t u r a l l y  a very  impuls ive  
and a very a f f e c t i o n a t e  person, b u t  shy about  e x p r e s s i n g .  

h e r  a f f e c t i o n .  And'my f a t h e r ,  who w a s  t e n  y e a r s  o l d e r  

than Mother, had ve ry  l i t t l e  sympathy wi th  t h a t  t ype  

of  spontane i ty ;  he disapproved of  any show o f  a f f e c t i o n .  

He w a s ,  himself ,  a very c o n t r o l l e d  man, and a business-

man. And he t r e a t e d  Mother, t o  whom I do t h i n k  h e  w a s  
devoted, l i k e  a n  o l d e r  daughter. She was a f r a i d  of him, 

We were a l l  a f r a i d  of  Fa the r ,  b u t  I t h i n k  my mother was 
a f r a i d  of  him because she  was a f r a i d  she  wouldn' t  l i v e  
up t o  h i s  concept of  a good wife. 

Presco t t :  	 A New England man with  r i g i d  i d e a s  as t o  h i s  pre- 

r o g a t i v e s  as a husband and head of a family. 

Mitchell: 	 Well, Mother was from New England too ,  and i n  some 

r e g a r d s  he  was no s t r i c t e r  than she. A s  an example, 

i t  was a b s o l u t e l y  taken f o r  g ran ted  i n  those days t h a t  

people  wouldn't use  first names. And my mother a l v a y s  

spoke o f  him as "my husband." I never  heard  my mother 

s a y  n o t h o o n  I n  a few o f  t h e  o l d  l e t t e r s  t h a t  I have 

she  used the  address ,  ltMy dear  husband." That  te l l8  
a l o t ,  and my f a t h e r  vas  what I would ca l l , - u p r i g h t  
man i n  every sense  o f  the word. He was sc rupu lous  i n  
bus iness ,  and he vas  sc rupulous  i n  any th ing  t h a t  he 

f e l t  w a s  a p a r t  o f  h i s  code. But h i s  code wasn' t  

very broad and he had no to l e r ance  f o r  any th ing  o u t s i d e  
h i s  code. My mother was n o t  t h a t  way at  all. My 

mother w a s  f r i e n d l y  and p r o t e c t i v e  of  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  

. . 
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w a s  human. 

You speak of Pur i t an i sm as being a dominant f o r c e  i n  

your  c u l t u r a l  pattern, '  How do you d e f i n e  Pliri tanism? 

Oh, my own d e f i n i t i o n ,  a s  I th ink  back on my chi ld-  

hood, was t h a t  a waste of  time w a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s in ,  

And what my f a t h e r  thought was a waste of time I th ink  

of as play. A s  an example, music w a s  a ,l e g i t i m a t e  

p l e a s u r e  i f  you took i t  s e r i o u s l y ,  b u t  i f  you laughed, 

my f a t h e r  scowled. And Mother w a s  very  gay vhen we 

used  t o  s i n g  without Father. She had a g r e a t  sense 

of humor, and if we d id  anything wrong i n  the  s i n g i n g  I 
she  would laug~.. But my f a t h e r  would always say ,  I 
"Lucia, do you th ink  t h i s  is an  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  s e r i o u s  

a t t i t u d e ? "  But i n  some ways Fa the r  was a g r e a t  wag. I 
H e  had t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  among bus iness  men of  be ing  a I 
g r e a t  s t o r y t e l l e r  and a person who could make every- 

t h i n g  humorous. We c h i l d r e n  d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  s i d e  of  

him a t  home except ing  on Sunday evenings vhen he  

t o l d  s t o r i e s  t o  us. A t  s t o r y t e l l i n g  time we each ,:had l 
a s p e c i f i e d  place.  My youngest b r o t h e r  sat on one of h i s  I 
knees;  my n e x t  youngest on t h e  o t h e r  knee; I sat on 

one arm of t h e  c h a i r  and Nancy on the  o t h e r ;  and 

A l b e r t  and Mary sat i n  s e p a r a t e  c h a i r s  f a c i n g  us. I 
And t h e n  he t o l d  the  most wonderful s t o r i e s  t h a t  v e r e  I 
humorous b u t  always snded v i t h  a moral. 

You mentioned a t  one p o i n t  i n  your Two Lives charac te r -  

i s t i c s  which the  P u r i t a n  t r a i n i n g  tended t o  develop. 

Your p a r e n t s  were a r e f l e c t i o n  of  t hese  tendencies ,  

weren 't they? 

Y e s ,  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  tended t o  develop these  tendencies.  

You see,my fa ther - - I  t h ink  my f a t h e r  l i t e r a l l y  be l ieved  I 
i n  o r i g i n a l  sfn.  I cannot b e l i e v e  t h a t  my mother did. I 



I 
Mitchell:  I don ' t  t h ink  Mother be l ieved  much i n  s i n ,  o r i g i n a l  

o r  otherwise.  [ ~ a u ~ h t e r ]But F a t h e r  f e l t  t h a t  the 
only road t o  g r a c e  w a s  through a sense  of one's un-

worthiness .  And I w a s  made t o  f e e l  humble t o  the  p o i n t  

of f e e l i n g  g u i l t y  t h a t  I w a s  the  kind of  person t h a t  

I was. And I th ink  one of t h e . r e v e a l i n g  s t o r i e s  o f  

my chi ldhood c e n t e r s  around the l i t t l e  r eco rd  books 

i n  which we c h i l d r e n  pas ted  stars. A go ld  star was 

f o r  no s i n ;  a s i l v e r  star w a s  f o r  a smal l  s i n ;  and a 

r e d  s t a r  was f o r  a b i g  s i n .  Well, every n i g h t  we had 

t o  go over  our cr imes f o r  the  day. We eva lua ted  our- I 
se lves .  This  began when I was very young,and I was 
p a s s i o n a t e l y  fond of  red. And n o t  understanding at  

a l l  the  symbol involved,  I always chose r e d  and always I 
pu t  t h e  stars on i n  a design. If the  des ign  needed 

ano the r  s t a r  I invented  another  s in .  [ ~ a u ~ h t e r ]  

Now t h a t  was a t y p i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  with my f a t h e r .  We I 
were t o  confess  our s i n s  every day. And, a s  a r e s u l t ,  

I grew up f e e l i n g  t h a t  I was n o t  a worthy person. 

Prescot t :  What e f f e c t  d i d  t h i s  type of  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  home 

have on your f a t h e r - c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  

Mitchel l :  I was sca red  of Father.  And by the  time I was f i f t e e n  

I disapproved of him very much. I don ' t  know e x a c t l y  

how t h a t  came about. I d i s a p p r o v e d o f  him when I 
was a l i t t l e  c h i l d  because he used t o  whip my b r o t h e r  

A l b e r t  so. I was never  spanked i n  any very s e r i o u s  

way, b u t  my b r o t h e r  A lbe r t  was r e a l l y  whipped and 

whipped, aga in  and aga in  and again. My mother j u s t  . 

dreaded F a t h e r ' s  coming home a t  the  end of  t h e  day 
because my b r o t h e r  was a very b r i l l i a n t  and tempestuous 

and unhappy c h i l d ,  and 'Fa the r  thought the  only way t o  

reform him was t o  whip him. 



Presco t t :  Did they  ever  reach  a r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  
Mitchell :  No, they never did.  I t  g o t  worse and  worse. I 

r e s e n t e d  Fa the r  and I ,  too,  r e sen ted  h i s  coming 
home because I knew t h a t  t h i s  unpleasantness  w a s  
go ing  t o  happen, 

The complex thing- about  my f a t h e r  is t h a t  i n  

some r e s p e c t s  he d id  n o t  l a y  down the  l a w  t o  m e  

a t  a l l .  If,  f o r  exainple, I wanted t o  go and s e e  
Jane  Addams, a1though he didn'  t approve of he r  - at 

tha.t t i m e ,  I could go, That w a s  when I w a s  f i f t e e n  
o r  s ix t een .  

P resco t t :  Allowing t h i s  freedom doesn ' t  seem c o n s i s t e n t ,  
does i t ?  

itch ell: Well, i t 's  t r u e  with everything.  Yes, i t  is in-

c o n s i s t e n t ,  I think.  Yet i t  is t r u e  t h a t  i n  my 

e a r l y  t eens  F a t h e r  allowed me many l i b e r t i e s .  
That w a s  l a r g e l y  because I w a s  such a nervous c h i l d  

t h a t  I never  could go t o  school  without breaking 

down. I don ' t  know why. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  I w a s  

eve r  r e a l l y  ill. I turned  ou t  t o  be one of t he  

h u s k i e s t  people i n  t h e  world as soon as I g o t  away 

from my family. But I was kept  o u t  of school  so 
much, and became a kind of fami ly  nurse. 

P r e s c o t t :  I n o t i c e d  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  of  i l l n e s s  i n  t h e  

fami ly ,  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  some of i t  might have 

been psychosomatic r a t h e r  than r e a l  phys i ca l  i l l n e s s ?  

Mitchel l :  I d o n ' t  know. That word npsychosomaticn dominates 
t h e  p r e s e n t  scene s o  t h a t  I ' m  i n c l i n e d  t o  a t t r i b u t e  

more t o  i t  than I t h i n k  is' warranted. But I ' m  q u i t e  

s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a psychological  element i n  t h i s .  

P r e s c o t t :  This  P u r i t a n i c a l  atmosphere i n  the  home d i d n ' t  
s t i f l e  i nqu i ry  i n  your case  at  a l l ,  d i d  it? 



Oh, on the  cont ra ry .  You see ,  I had l o t s  o f  time on 


my hands, 

And you were pe rmi t t ed  t o  use t h a t  as you wished? 

, I  was e n t i r e l y  f r e e  t o  do as I wished, and I d i d  it. 

I must have been t h i r t e e n  o r  fou r t een  when I began 

t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  the  churches, I went t o  t h e  

Ca thol ic  c a t h e d r a l ,  and I went t o  t he  Jewish synagogue, 

and I t r i e d  ou t  a l l  the  var ious  P r o t e s t a n t  churches. 


Prescq t t:' 	 Your fami ly  was a member of which church? 
Mitchell :  	 There aga in  Fa the r  was very l i b e r a l ,  The choice of 

chu rch  w a s  determined by the  d i s t a n c e  from church 
and by"the min is te r .  So we r o t a t e d  between t h e  
congregat ional  and t h e  P re sby te r i an ,  accord ing  t o  
t he  m i n i s t e r  and accord ing  t o  t he  nearness  of t h e  
C ~ U S C ~ ~  

Presco t t :  	 But they d l d n ' t  t r y  t o  dissuade you from a t t e n d i n g  
t h e  Ca tho l i c  and t h e  Jewish churches? 

Mitchell :  	 No, I th ink  i t  i n t e r e s t e d  Father.  But n e i t h e r  F a t h e r  
n o r  Mother eve r  t a l k e d  t o  me about myself. Though I 

th ink  both of them worried about me. And what else 
b e s i d e s  exp lo r ing  was I b d o ?  When I s t a y e d  a t  home 
I was e i t h e r  t h e  nu r se  o r  I w a s  reading, I r e a d  and 
r e a d  and read,  

Presco t t :  	 Was i t  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  you became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
C h r i s t i a n  Sc ience  as a poss ib leansver  t o  your  

problems? 

Mitchel l :  	 Yes, t h a t  was one of t h e  p a r t s  of my i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I w a s  a C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t  when my b ro the r  Otho died; .  

t h a t  would make me fourteen.  S th ink  I "as a C h r i s t i a n  

S c i e n t i s t  f o r  about  a year ,  o r  perhaps a yea r  and a 

half. Around t h e  age of four teen ,  And i t  w a s  when 
I w a s  f i f t e e n  t h a t  t h e  Par l iament  of R e l i g i o n s  came 
t o  Chicago i n  t he  summertime--that w g s  i n  1893--and 
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Prescot t :  


Mitchell: 


a l l  of t hese  people of d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s  were 

housed with Chicago fami l ies .  We happened. t o  

have Henry ~ r u i o n d  at  our house, which disappointed 

me because I wanted somebody ' that  was a l i t t l e  
. .. .. 
f u r t h e r  avay from my way of  l i f e  than ~ n ~ l a n d ,  But 

I knew Swami Vivakananda very well. And our next 

door neighbor ,  Mr , .Ba r t l e t t ,  had a Buddhist  l iving 
' 
with them, which was a t h r i l l i n g  t h i n g  f o r  me, b u t  
a d i f f i c u l t  th ing  f o r  t he  family, He dressed e n t i r e l y  
i n  white  and he would eat nothing t h a t  was animal, 
nor  would he k i l l  a mosquito, And t o  me t h a t  was a 
new i d e a  and an i d e a  t h a t  gr ipped me, For a l i t t l e  
while I became a vege ta r i an  as w e l l  as I could 
manage t o  i n  my household, I read p a r t s  of t he  holy  

books of t hese  s t r ange  r e l i g i o n s ,  Not a l l ,  of course,  
bu t  t h e  g r e a t  ones of the  Eas t ;  and I th ink  t h a t  t h a t  
summer, pe ihaps ,  was the most educa t iona l  per iod of  

I 
I

my whole l i f e ,  I was f i f t e e n ,  and of course I d i d n ' t  
I 

get o u t  of those books what I would have i f  I had I 

been o lder .  Nevertheless,  I go t  an  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of I 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he re  a r e  many c a l t u r e s ,  of which o u r s  

is on ly  one. 
And a l s o  a to le rance  f o r  those c u l t u r e s ,  
More than  a to le rance ,  a r e a l  apprec i a t ion ,  Because 
I was s o  s u s c e p t i b l e ,  I almost be l i eved  each oae as I 
read  i t ,  you know, [ ~ a u g h t e r ]  
Was t h e  par l iament  planned by a l o c a l  r e l i g i o u s  group 
i n  Chicago? -
I t  was planned by Henry Bakrows, who w a s  a p r e s b y t e r i a n  

m i n i s t e r  and a very c lose  f r i e n d  of ours ,  He thought 
of i t  and managed it. 
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. . f a t h e r  ' i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s -  out+ide\:the family.' Your 

. .
I 	 . , 

f a t h e r  was a tremendously sucCeksfu1 businessman, . . 

wasn' t he? 

Mi'tchell: Yes, 

Prescot t: I suppose your age would have made i t  impossible 


f o r  you t o  remember bus iness  techniques which he 
developed. Cer t a in ly  people who read  t h i s  would 
be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know how he expanded the  business ,  
o r  how he and h i s  bro ther  shared the  work, 

Mitchell:  	 My only personal  p a r t  of t h a t  is t h a t  we had t o  


have b reakfas t  a t  s i x  s o  t h a t  Fa the r  could leave  

f o r  bus iness  a t  seven, [ ~ a u g h t e r ]  


Fa the r  was t h e  imaginat ive member of the  f i r m ,  
which cons is ted  of h i s  b ro the r  and a l s o  Ezra Warner. 
Ezra  Warner was an  u l t ra -conservat ive ,  Fa ther ' s  

job was t o  go west and open up new cen te r s  f o r  
g r o c e r i e s ,  

Prescot t: 	 And d i d  they open up another  o f f i c e  with a f i e l d  i 
man? 

Mitchell: 	 No, Fa ther  seemed t o  have almost f a u l t l e s s  judgment 


as t o  whether a man could be t r u s t e d  with a loan, And 


you must remember t h i s  was i n  the  s e v e n t i e s  before  

any of the now commonly accepted bus iness  p r a c t i c e s  


had been thought of. The Chicago f i r e  was i n  '71, 

and the.Sprague-Warner f i r m  burned t o  the ground, 


b u t  i t  g o t  on i t s  f e e t  r i g h t  o f f ,  due t o  F a t h e r ' s  

e n e r g e t i c  expansion i n  l a r g e  part. 


For ex&nple, he went t o  Denver, which was then  

a s m a l l  town, and the re  he met Chester ~ o r e y  whom he 
t r u s t e d  and who grew t o  be one of the  most e f f e c t i v e  
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Yitchel l :  bus iness  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  the r e s t e r n  area.  Then . . 

he went on t o  S a l t ' L a k e  City,  where he w a s  s o  i m - -
' 9 

. .
pressed  wi th  the  Mormons t h a t  he became t h e i r  

, a rden t  defender. He s a i d  t h a t  they were t h e  Lokt  
t rus twor thy  group o f  people,  as a t o t a l  group, t h a t  
he -had ever  dea1.t with. 

F a t h e r  w a s ,  a t  t imes, cont radic tory .  He was 
u s u a l l y  very  r i g i d  i n  h i s  s tandard of va lues ,  but' 
when he had a pe r sona l  experience l i k e  t h a t  w i th  
the  Mormons, he would say,  "They are honorable 
people; l e t  them b e l i e v e  what they want t o ;  l e t  
them have as many wives as they wish. They a r e  
very honorable people." And t h a t  was the  only 
c r i t e r i a  t h a t  Fa ther  demanded. 

Prescot t :  Then he would e s t a b l i s h  a business  c e n t e r  i n  Denver 
and S a l t  Lake City? 

Mitchell: No, no t  branches. Mr. Morey, f o r  in s t ance ,  opened 
h i s  own s t o r e  i n  which he c a r r i e d  a l l  the  Sprague- 
Warner products ,  you see. Sprague-Warner was a 
wholesale business.  Therefore they s o l d  only t o  
r e t a i l e r s ,  never s e l l i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  the consumer. 
I n  f i f t e e n  yea r s  they had become t h e  l a r g e s t  
wholesale grocery bus iness  i n  the  world. They 

amassed a fo r tune ,  as a l l  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  were doing. 

I 



Chicago,  The Bin L i t t l e  Town 

:Jit c h e l l :  You s e e ,  Mar sha l l  F i e l d ,  Armour, Pullman,  EIcCormick, 
oh, I c a n ' t  remember who e l s e ,  Crane, F a i r b a n k s  -- a l l  

t hose  were peop l e  I knew as a c n i l d .  They were a l l  
F a t h e r ' s  f r i e n d s ,  and I t h i n k  everyone I ' v e  named came 

o r i g i n a l l y  from New England. I d o n ' t  know where 

Armour came from, b u t  most o f  them came from New 

England. And t hey  formed a k ind  of  spon taneous  group 

who f e l t  t h a t  t hey  had mzde Chicago; t hey  had b u i l t  

up Chicago, and t h e r e f o r e  Chicago was t h e i r s .  I t  

was k i n d  o f  ownership which, hav ing  l i v e d  i n  New 

York now f o r  f o r t y - s i x  y e a r s ,  I d o n ' t  f i n d  t h e r e  

a t  a l l .  There  a r e  a huqdred New Yorks. 3 u t  t o  t h e s e  

b u s i n e s s  p i o n e e r s  t h i s  wzs t h e i r  Chicago, t h e i r  p r i d e ,  

and consequen t l y ,  they  were f o r  c u l t u r e .  I t  r e p r e s e n t e d  

what t hey  f e l t  was due. 

Frescot t :  Were ticley a c t u a l l y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of  c u l t u r e ,  o r  w 2 s  i t  
j u s t  t h e  t h i n g  t o  do? 

: : i t che l l :  Well now, b o t h  F a t h e r  and Mother were v e r y  mus i ca l ,  and 

s o  were my u n c l e  and aun t .  T h e i r  daughte r ,  E l i z a b e t h  

Sprague Cool idge,  was n o t  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  mus ic ian ,  b u t  

she  p l ayed  w i t h  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r c h e s t r a ,  s h e  was o f  

t h a t  g rade .  B u i l d i n g  t h a t  up, I t h i n k ,  w a s  a r e a l  i n t e r e s t .  

I don ' t  t h i n k  my f a t h e r  had any  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  p a i n t i n g s  

and s c a t u r e ,  b u t  he thought  t h a t  t h e s e  must be  suppor ted.  

We must have t h e  b e s t  art i n s t i t u t e  t h a t  c an  be  had,  and 

wi th  g r e a t  p r i d e  he  would t ake  u s  down and show u s  any 

new a c q u i s i t i o n .  

r esco t t :  Well, t h a t  t ype  of  p u b l i c  l e a d e r s h i p  is t remendously  

impor tan t .  
itche ell: It is  impor t an t ;  i t  i s  impor tan t .  I t  wasn ' t  s u p e r f i c i a l .  

I t  was, r z t h e r ,  s o r t  of a c i v i c  p r i d e ,  I t h ink .  I t h i n k  

p r i d e  is t h e  word. 
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Mitchell: 

Do you th ink  i t  included a r e a l  d e s i r e  t o  t r ansp lan t  
New England c u l t u r e  t o  the  western h in te r land?  
Oh no, t he  c u l t u r e  w a s  European j u s t  as much as New 
England. I don ' t  know how i t  is now, but  then i t  was 
r e a l l y  very f ine .  The people who r e a l l y  b u i l t  up our  
a r t  i n s t i t u t e  were the  Charles  Hutchinsons and Martin 
Ryersons. The Charles  Hutchinsons l i v e d  ac ross  the  
s t r e e t  from us;  t hese  f o u r  were as s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
people as you could f i n d  anywhere, i n  t he  way of art. 
They were the  ones t h a t  made t h e s l e c t i o n .  They knew. 
There was nothing amateurish a b o u t t h e m  at al l ,  and 
n e i t h e r  was there  anything l i k e  the  Boston snobbishness, 
They wanted Chicago t o  be world famous, But I call  i t  
a "b ig  s m a l l  townw because i t  was owned by a small 

group of t hese  people. A t  l e a s t  they f e l t  i t  was owned 
by them, 

I t  w a s  a town o f  tremendous space and t h a t  w a s  80 

wise. Because they had planned f o r  t h i s  e n c i r c l i n g  
r i n g  of  parks ,  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  much later t h a t  they 

have had d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f i n d i n g  space f o r  r ec rea t ion ,  
You mentioned the  f a c t  t h a t  apartment l i v i n g  was 
something rare. 
Yes, t h e r e  were no apartments  then, O f  course,  they 
were c a l l e d  f lats  when I w a s  young. I can remember 
d i s t i n c t l y  being taken over t o  the  North S ide  as an 
educa t iona l  v i s i t  t o  s e e  some people who l i v e d  i n  a 
f l a t. 
Otherwise the re  were s m a l l  n e a t  houses with a t i d y  
yard? 

Yes, and I suppose t h e r e  were tenements on t h e  North 
S ide ,  bu t  I never saw any. And r i g h t  near  us ,  when 

we l i v e d  on P r a i r i e  Avenue, t he re  were t e r r i b l e  slums 
down toward the  r i v e r .  Tha t ' s  one t h i n g  Chicago d i d n ' t  
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ca t ch  onto u n t i l  l a t e .  They l e t  t h e i r  slums grow 

up along the  r i v e r  on the  South Side. The c i t y  had a 

long-time contractr-I 'm not  s u r e  i t  wasn't a 

permanent contract--with the  I l l i n o i s  Cent ra l  t o  have 
t h e i r  t r a c k s  run  r i g h t  down the  r i v e r  bank. O f  course 
they d id  t h a t  i n  New York, too. And the  houses a long  
the  r i v e r  were t e r r i b l e .  Oddly enough, Fa ther  never  
minded my going  over  t he re  and walking around; at 
l e a s t  he never s a i d  so. I never made any bones about  

where 1 had been; i n  f a c t ,  I w a s  very proud of having 

gone by myself. 
You speak of r e s e n t i n g  the  s o c i a l  s tandards  and perhaps 

t h e  money of  your family. This  is r a t h e r  unusual. 

There is  no nperhapsn about it. I g o t  the  f e e l i n g  t h a t  

Father--and I t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  t r u e  of him--did judge 

people i n  l a r g e  p a r t  by the  amount of money they had. 

A t  l e a s t  I t h i n k  t h e  amount c f  money t h a t  they had in- 

f luenced  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  with them. Now as a contra-
d i c t i o n  t o  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  was h i s  fondness f o r  Jane  

Addams. I f e l t  t h a t  F a t h e r ' s  wanting t o  sit i n  a box 

a t  t h e  Thomas symphony o r c h e s t r a  concer t s  was a show-

of f  ges ture .  I used t o  h ide  behind the  c u r t a i n  because 

I was ashamed t o  be up there.  And I don ' t  t h ink  I g o t  
over t h a t  u n t i l  I r e a l l y  was q u i t e  old. And I t h i n k  

i t  was one of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  made i t  very d i f f i c u l t  . 
f o r  me t o  take c a r e  of my f a t h e r  a f t e r  we moved t o  

Ca l i fo rn ia .  Although then he had become a r e a l l y  much 

mellower man. 
There were c e r t a i n  inciden ' ts  i n  Chicago a t  t h i s  time. 

I suppose t h a t  your r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of them can .be very 

s l i g h t .  What about  the  Haymarket r i o t ?  
Oh, I remember i t  very v iv id ly ;  bu t ,  of c o u r s e , . I  was 
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~it c h e l l :  h i s t o r i c a l l y  co r rect. I remember i t  because the re  
. . ' 

w a s  such t e r r o r  a l l  through Chicago, t h a t  .we c h i l d r e n  
were n o t  allowed o u t  of  doors on the day the  
"ana rch i s t sn  were hanged, And no t  only t h a t ,  we had 
a policeman on our block to. see  t h a t  no c h i l d  escaped. 

And of  course t h a t  made a t e r r i f i c  impression.on me, I 
The d i scuss ion  t h a t  I remember between my f a t h e r  and 

mother made a deep impression because, i t  was t h e  

only time I remember my mother ven tu r ing  t o  d isagree  

with Father .  She w a s  v i o l e n t l y  opposed t o  k i l l i n g  
anybody. She would have been q u i t e  a t  home i n  Cal ifor-  
n i a  a t  the  present  moment, [ ~ e f e r e n c e  t o  Caryl I 
Chessman case.] And Fa the r ,  on the  o t h e r  hand, f e l t  I 
t h a t  i t  was a crime a g a i n s t  humanity f o r  workmen t o  I 
organize i n  p r o t e s t  of low wages o r  working condi t ions ,  

So i t  made a v i v i d  impression upon me, Another II 
memory of these  r i o t s  concerns our move t o  the  South I 
S i d e  on P r a i r i e  Avenue i n t o  a house t h a t  Fa the r  b u i l t ,  I 
I was then nea r ly  twelve. And I remember t h a t  i n  I 
t h e i r  l i t t l e  d ress ing  room where t h e r e  was a r e g u l a r  

te lephone,  the re  were two buttons.  One was marked 

" f i r e , "  and the o ther  w a s  marked "mob." This  was 

because a l l  the people who were connected with b i g  

bus iness  f e l t  t h a t  a f t e r  the  a n a r c h i s t  r i o t s ,  any of  . 
our houses might be a t tacked,  Of course they never 

were, 

Prescot t :  And the  "mob" but ton,  then, would b r i n g  the  policeman 
d i r e c t l y  t o  the house? 

Mitchell: The "mobt' would n o t i f y  th'B p o l i c e  depar tmen t  no t  t o  

come wi th  one policeman, but  t o  come prepared t o  

f i g h t  a mob. I don' t  know whether such but tons  

were p laced  i n  o t h e r  houses o r  not. 

Prescot t :  The n i n e t i e s  found Chicago s u f f e r i n g  from the  panic. 

Uid t h a t  touch your family? 
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Oh yes; Fa ther  thought t h a t  we were going t o  be poor 
a l l  of our l i v e s ,  Of course we. weren't. And.1 can 

remember Mother and at her t a l k i n g  i n  t h e i r  f r o n t  
room and Mother c ry ing  very b i t t e r l y ;  she  was no t  a 
c r i e r ,  And niy old Aunt Amelia going i n  t o  t r y  to  

s t r a i g h t e n  things out ,  and coming rushing  out  of the  
room as Fa the r ' s  voice commanded he r  t o  leave. '1t 
was a very s t r a i n e d  s i t u a t i o n  and my mother was very 

ill, She had l o s t  her  two younger boys, and my s i s t e r  
Nancy was developing an  i l l n e s s .  I t  was a l t o g e t h e r  a 
very gloomy period. 
What do you r e c a l l  of the  Pullman s t r i k e ?  

I remember t h a t  i t  was over the  Pullman s t r i k e  t h a t  I 
developed my f i r s t  r e a l  conscious opposi t ion t o  my 

f a t h e r ;  t h a t  I f e l t  a s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  was more 
important t o  me than a family conf l i c t .  I mentioned 

before  t h a t  I used t o  go and see  Jane Addams i n  s p i t e  

of  my f a t h e r ' s  disapproval  of her. Jane Addams came 

out  f o r  the s t r i k e r s ,  and I f e l t  sympathetic t o  he r  
po in t  of view. I n  the town of Pullman, Mr .  Pullman 
b u i l t  houses f o r  a l l  the  workers, and he b u i l t  morals 

r i g h t  a long with them, He handed out  h i s  code of 

conduct and he expected i t  t o  be followed, Fa ther  
was very proud of tha t .  Then, when Jane  Addams came 

out f o r  the s t r i k e r s ,  and t o  t h i s  i n s u l t  was added 
the  f a c t  t h a t  she was a woman, Fa ther  f e l t  s t r o n g l y  
about  it. Here was an out-and-out c o n f l i c t ,  She n o t  
only  took the p a r t  of the  s t r i k e r s  publ ic ly ,  but  the  

f a c t  t h a t  she was a woman made Fa the r  doubly indignant.  

He had been a w a r m  suppor ter  o f  her  when he could t h i n k  
of her  u p l i f t i n g  the  poor. That w a s  something t h a t  he 

could approve of, But Fa ther  was a Pullman d i r e c t o r  

and very proud of the p a t e r n a l i s t i c  town of Pullman 

which Jane Addams resented. 
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Mitchell: I took the  s i d e  .of Jane Addams. Not ve rba l ly ,  
I a s s u r e  you. I never s a i d  anything. But a t  t h a t  
time I f e l t  my f a t h e r  had something wrong with h i s  
s tandards  and I never g o t  over it. 

Prescot t :  Was Jane Addams a f r i e n d  of t h e  family? Had you 
met her  through s o c i a l  contac ts?  

Mitchell:  No, I met her  through my f a t h e r  and mother, They 

used t o  go down t o  her  se t t l emen t  house, I continued 

t o  go long a f t e r  Fa the r  broke with her. Hull. House 
w a s  then an experiment. Jane Addams w a s  one of the  
g r e a t  in f luences  i n  my l i f e .  I used t o  go t o  s e e  
h e r  a f t e r  we moved to Ca l i fo rn ia ,  

Prescot t :  A while  back you were speaking of the c u l t u r a l  grovth  
of the young Chicago. Now, your family l i f e  brought 

about  c u l t u r a l  and art  con tac t s  which were very stilrr-
u l a t i n g ,  d idn ' t  it? 

Mitchell: Yes. Chicago was then i n  an explosive s t a t e  o f  
"growing up." There was an o ld  saying  of ten  heard 

I 
t h a t  "When Chicago g e t s  around t o  c u l t u r e ,  
make i t  hum.* 

i t  w i l l  

Prescot t :  And ye t  you desc r ibe  the c i t y  as a *big-  l i t t l e  
I town. 

Mitchell: .Yes. I t  w a s '  sprawling,  enormous i n  s i z e ,  but  i t  was 
I 

I

1 
unsophis t ica ted ,  I n  the  summer of 1893 we had the  

Columbian Expbeition. I t  w a s  a year  l ~ t e ;  Columbus 
happened t o  come i n  1492, but  we werent t ready f o r  
the  f a i r  u n t i l  1893. 

That same summer of 1893 the u n i v e r s i t y  was a -

i year  old. The auditorium--both the  g r e a t  h o t e l  and 

the auditorium had opened--it was there  we had our  

! 
i 

f i r s t  opera and a l s o  had the just-organized Thomas 
o r c h e s t r a  which is  now c a l l e d  Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra.  My musical t r a i n i n g  was guided by Theodore , 
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Duse.. Mary Garden .d idn1 t  come u n t i l  l a t e r ,  Mary 

s t u d i e d  poe t ry  u i t h  t h e  wife of  t h e  manager of t h e  

Mitchel l :  

Mitchel l :  

No, we had t h e  art museum downtown, b u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

t h a t  l a t e r  housed the  F i e l d  Museum was p u t  up as t h e  

art b u i l d i n g  f o r  t he  World's F a i r .  I t  wasn't a c t u a l l y  

c a l l e d  t h e  World's F a i r ,  b u t  t he  Columbian ~ x p o s i  t i on .  

d i f f e r e n t  from these  i n t e r e s t s  is your i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

t e t h e r e d  b a l l o n  on the  midway. 

Oh, no. I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  eve ry th ing  about  me. I 
had s o  few playmates and s o  l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  wi th  people  

. . 

. . . . . 
. .  . . . . . . -.. 



Presco t t :  going up i n  the ba l loon,  I be l i eve ,  and s t i l l  you 

went. 
Mitchell:  Yes, I did,  because I thought i t  was worth-while. 

I thought i t  was worth-while t o  be d isc ip l ined .  
And I took sandwiches with me s o  t h a t  I could j u s t  

si t  and go up and down. I had t o  pay each time, 
but  I saved up and t o l d  the  man t h a t  I wanted t o  go 

up and down as long as my money l a s t e d .  And I don ' t  
know how long i t  w a s .  [ ~ a u ~ h t e r ]  

Prescot t :  What d id  your f a t h e r  do when he found out  t h a t  you 
had been up i n  the  balloon? 

Mitchell:  Oh, I t o l d  him at once. He reproved me. He d i d n ' t  
do anything more, because I r e a l l y  th ink  Father  had 

t h a t  same love of adventure i n  him. And I think 
while he d i d n ' t  approve of disobedience, he d i d  

approve of adventure. 

P resco t t :  Young Chicago was a s t i m u l a t i n g  p lace  f o r  a young 

g i r l ,  wasn't i t ?  

Mitchell:  I t  was tremendous s t imula t ion  i n  s p i t e  of my not  
going  t o  school,  which was at  t h a t  time, to  me, a 
tragedy. 

Education 

Prescot t :  L e t ' s  t a l k  about your education. Up t o  the  time 

t h a t  you were about f i f t e e n ,  you had always been 

t u t o r e d  a t  home? 

Mitchell:  No, up t o  the age eleven. My s i s t e r ,  Nancy, who 
was two years  o lde r  than I, was s e n t  t o  a publ ic  

school  when she was s i x .  My o lde r  s i s t e r  and my 

o l d e r  b ro the r  went t o  p r i v a t e  schools.  My s i s t e r ,  

Nancy, i n  the publ ic  school  around the  corner 
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Mitchell: 

Prescot t :  


Mitchell:  
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home b a t t e r e d ,  and my mother thought that 'was very 

bad f o r  her. So I w a s  never allowed t o  go t o  a 

public  school.  We had a governess f o r  the four  
younger ch i ld ren  and I was'-taught a t  home u n t i l  I 
was eleven,  when we moved to  P r a i r i e  Avenue, Besides 

the  three  R ' s  I w a s  taught  drawing and music. I th ink  

we were p r e t t y  well  taught.  We were taught q u i t e  a 

good dea l  of American h i s t o r y ,  a l s o  Greek h i s to ry .  My 

brother ,  who was two yea rs  younger than I ,  wrote a 

pjece on American h i s t o r y  when he w a s  only e i g h t  o r  

nine years  old. I t  was a wonderful performance. He 

chose the  most dramatic th ings  from Greece and Chicago. 

and e a r l y  American h i s t o r y  and mixed them a l l  up with 

the Chicago f i r e .  

I was very f a m i l i a r  with the c l a s s i c s ,  and I w a s  

always given loads  of books t o  read. I began reading 

when I was four.  I covered q u i t e  a good deal  of ground. 

A s  f a r  as information w a s  concerned, I th ink  I knew a 
g r e a t  d e a l  more than the average chi ld .  But as regards  

s o c i a l  experience and companionship, I w a s  a lonely ,  

lonely l i t t l e  girl. 
When you moved from the Washington Boulevard house 

you did a t t e n d  the Miss Loring's school? 

Yes, both my s i s t e r ,  Nancy, and I were s e n t  there.  I 
always broke down; I don ' t  know why; I g o t  so  nervous 

and s o  d i d  my s i s t e r ,  t h a t  we were taken out. I t  w a s ,  

perhaps, p a r t l y  because i t  w a s  such a new experience, 

f o r  a t  home we had never been subjected t o  competition. 

Each Dne of u s  was i n  a grade by he r se l f .  I don ' t  

know what was the mat ter ,  but  I w a s  s e n t  back t o  school  

s e v e r a l  times. Every time I went to  p ieces ,  and our  

family doctor ,  D r .  B i l l i n g s ,  a very famous doctor  a t  

t h a t  time, s a i d  he thought i t  w a s  unwise t o  push me. . . 

. . 



Prescot t :  So then you were tu to red  a t  home again? 
Mitchell:  No. I wasn't  tutored.  I s tud ied  by myself; l a t e r  . 

my mother became very  ill and I took ca re  of  her.  

I became the  family nurse. 
. Prescot t :  A t  age twelve t o  t h i r t e e n  about? 

Ni tche l l :  Yes. Those, were the years  I was i n  and ou t  of 

school.  I n  the next  two years  I d id  a r i t h m e t i c  by 

myself from textbooks t h a t  were u s e d - i n  the  school ,  

bu t  I had no r e a l l y  sys temat ic  i n s t r u c t i o n .  For  a 

while  Nancy and I went t o  a f r i e n d  of my cousin,  

E l i z a b e t h  Sprague, who was i n t e r e s t e d .  But t h a t  

was more conversat ion about books I had read,  though 
I d i d  read  Caesar wi th  her. 

P resco t t :  Seve ra l  times you've used the  phrase "reading aroundw 

your f a t h e r ' s  l i b r a r y .  This was no casua l  th ing  with 

you, was i t ?  
Mitchell:  Oh no. I t  was a despera te  at tempt  t o  make up f o r  no t  

going t o  school.  I was despera te ly  unhappy; I f e l t  

t h a t  I was going t o  grow up an ignoramus and a dis-

grace  t o  myself and t o  the  family. And t h a t  was 

I
I
I
I 

about the  only way I could manage t o  bear  i t .  Fa the r  

had a gentleman's l i b r a r y ,  but  a b i g  l i b r a r y .  And 

being a sys temat ic  human being, I s t a r t e d  and I read  

r i g h t  around. I read eve ry th ing 'on  two s i d e s ;  I 

d i d c ' t  g e t  t o . t h e  t h i r d  s ide .  But I th ink  I g o t  a 

kind of educat ion  through t h i s  reading  t h a t  was very I 
remarkable. 

P resco t t :  And your f a v o r i t e  au thors?  

Mitchel l :  Oh, Vic to r  Hugo. I read a l l  through Vic to r  Hugo. 
And f a t h e r  had the Tauchnitz e d i t i o n  of n e a r l y  

everything. They were hard l i t t l e  books t o  read,  

very f i n e  p r i n t .  I t  was r e a l l y  a p i r a t e d  Engl i sh  

ed i t ion .  He had hundreds of them; I don ' t  t h ink  
the re  was any c l a s s i c  t h a t  wasn't i n  them; I would 
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Mitchel l :  read a few of the  au thors  I l i k e d  and were easy 

reading, such as Jane Aus t en, and then I' d  go back 
and read:s t ra ight  through them a l l .  But I a l s o  

read  c a r i y - l e ,  Macaulay, and t h a t  I found hard 

going. J' loved Green's h i s t o r y  and Guizo t ' s .  
h i s t o r y  and I read them two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s .  And 
I read  loads  of poetry.  And F a t h e r  had always been 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  archeology. He had q u i t e  a c o l l e c t i o n  
on archeology and he took an a rcheo log ica l  magazine 

which I read s t e a d i l y .  

Prescot t :  Did you d i scuss  these th ings  wi th  your f a t h e r ?  
Mitchell:  Oh yes,  and t h a t  was a p a r t ,  of course,  of the urge 

t o  do i t .  Because I go t  a t t e n t i o n  and I go t  p r a i s e  

because I w a s  a b l e  t o  b r ing  i n t o  our conversat ion 

unexpected kinds of information. 

Prescot t :  'This must have b u i l t  an i n t e r e s t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between you and your f a the r .  

Mitchell:  Yes, i t  w a s  one which s t imula ted  me and made any 

unders t a id ing  between us p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  a t  t h i s  I 

t ime I was c r i t i c i z i n g  my f a t h e r  very  b i t t e r l y  

because of h i s  s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s .  He never went t o  

col lege .  I th ink  I t o l d  you t h a t ;  he went t o  t h e  

C i v i l  War and was re turned as an inval id .  And he 
always f e l t  uneducated. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  he 

was a reader ,  and as such, a f a r  b e t t e r  educated 

man than h i s  bro ther  who d i d  go t o  college. But 
when t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  opened, Fa the r  j u s t  thought 

i t  was the  most wonderful th ing  t h a t  had happened 

i n  Chicago. And he made a p o i n t  of i n v i t i n g  t h e  

-

I
I
I
I
I 

p r o f e s s o r s  and t h e i r  wives f o r  d inner ,  and Chicago 

welcomed them, you know, a p p r e c i a t i v e l y .  And t h a t  
was when I f i r s t  met the Deweys, both John and Al ice  
Dewey. And though I was young, I was allowed t o  

'. -,-.,- - " .  t - ,  . .~ - - - m - T T w F-, . 
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Mitchell:  down t o  dinner very o f t e n ,  o r  a t  any r a t e  t o  l i s t e n  

i j  in.  This  was a wonderful experience, 

8 ;  Presco t t :  A t  t h i s  time you moved t o  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

, Mitchel l :  Yes. 
8 <
* a 

1i 
Presco t t :  And t h a t  was due t o  the  i l l n e s s  of your f a t h e r ?  

1 Mitchel l :  	 Well, i t  w a s  due o r i g i n a l l y  t o  the  i l l n e s s  of my 
mother who went i n t o  a kind of depression. Her two 

younger boys had died and my s i s t e r  was developing 
a very nervous condit ion.  And Mother became very 
depressed. So, again,  D r .  B i l l i n g s  thought a t r i p  
t o  C a l i f o r n i a  would 5e a good plan. And I ,  being 
on the  loose  always, went along t o  take care  of 

them. 
P resco t t :  A t  age f i f t e e n .  

! Mitchel l :  Yes, at  age f i f t e e n .  We vent  to  the S i e r r a  Madre 
Vil la ,where Mother had taken my younger b ro the r  

and myself when we were younger. And we hadn' t  
been the re  more thanamonth  when my f a t h e r  had the  
most t e r r i f i c  of a l l  h i s  hemorrhages. And he never 

could r e t u r n  t o  l i v e  i n  Chicago. Hedid r e t u r n  f o r  
v i s i t s  i n  the summer. But now we decided we must 
l i v e  i n  Cal i forn ia .  

P resco t t :  You nursed him the re  i n  S i e r r a  Madre f o r  a f u l l  
I 
i 	 year? 

Mitchel l :  We moved t o  the town of S i e r r a  Madre, We d i d n ' t  
s t a y  i n  the  S i e r r a  Madre Villa; we rented  a house 
from the  o ld  doctor  who used t o  be our doctor  i n  

Chicago and who had developed tube rcu los i s  and had -

I 	 come t o  Pasadena. I t  was the h ighes t  house i n  
I 	 S i e r r a  Madre because when we f i r s t  a r r ived ,  Fa ther  
I 

was supposed t o  walk u p h i l l  t o  exe rc i se  h i s  lungs. 

I A l i t t l e  l a t e r  h i s  lung was s t rapped and he was 
allowed t o  	walk only around and around the house. 

But all t h i s  was r e a l l y  a t e r r i f i c  experience f o r  



Mitchell:  

Prescot t :  

Mitchell:  

1 ;  	 Presco t t :  

Mitchell:  

P resco t t :  

Mitchell:  

me because S i e r r a  Madre was a home of inva l ids .  

I th ink  Mother and I were the only people who 

d i d n ' t  have tuberculos is .  O f  course,  Mother d i d  

develop i t  and d ied  of i t  long before  Fa the r  did. 

I s a w  nobody except ing  the Oongregational m i n i s t e r ,  
who used t o  come up and read  philosophy with Fa ther .  

Fa ther  now f e l t  t h a t  he could g e t  educated, and t o  

g e t  educated meant t o  read  philosophy. And t h i s  

d a r l i n g  l i t t l e  o l d  min i s t e r  f e l t  t h a t  heaven had 

j u s t  s e n t  him Father .  So from the t i m e  I was 

f i f t e e n  o r  s i x t e e n ,  the t h r e e  of u s  read  philosophy 

once a week, beginning with the  Greeks and coming 

down through Kant. I n  the  f a l l  I was s e n t  t o  school  

i n  Los Angeles. 

And t h i s  was the  Marlborough school ,  aga in  a p r i v a t e  


g i r l s '  school? 


A p r i v a t e  g i r l s 1  school. 


~ b o u t h o w l a r g e a s c h o o l w a s i t ?  
Oh, i t  seemed ve ry  l a r g e  t o  me. I was a boarder ,  

bu t  I went home weekends. I th ink  the re  must have 

been about twenty of u s  i n  the  house as boarders  

and about a hundred who came i n  as day s tudents .  

The school  had a very a b l e  p r i n c i p a l ,  Mrs. Caswell, 
vho was r e a l l y  a remarkable person. 
And the  emphasis was on academic sub jec t s?  

Yes. Mrs. Caswe l l l s  daughter,  who was a g r e a t  
f r i e n d  of mine, and t h r e e  years  younger than I ,  

was the only person who was going t o  col lege.  And 

consequently she was the only s tuden t  t ak ing  Lat in .  
And s o  when the time came when I was seventeen and 

wanted t e r r i b l y  t o  go t o  co l lege ,  and f i n a l l y  

received permission from my p a r e n t s  t o  go, I d i d  

some th ings  i n  p repa ra t ion  t h e n . f o r  co l lege .  

-*; w	 ,Y , - - . . .  - . .w * . ~  . , -a-	 ,IP 
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Mitchell:  I ' d  had no science,  and i n  L a t i n  I ' d  only read 
Caesar. But the t rouble  was t h a t  the  one g i r l  

who w a s  s tudying Lat in w a s  very advanced. So 
a f t e r  reading  Caesar f c u r  o r  f i v e  yea r s  before,  

I was pu t  i n t o  s ight-reading Ovid. [ l augh te r ]  
So I d i d n ' t  g e t  anything out  of i t  and I had t o  

read Cicero and Vergi l  by myself i n  the  summer. 
Prescot t :  Did you f e e l  t h a t  you belonged t o  t h i s  group 

of g i r l s ?  
Mitchell:  Oh, very much. 
P resco t t :  You welcomed the companionship? 
Mitchell:  Oh, I welcomed i t  with t ea r s .  And my only draw- 

back w a s  t h a t  I f e l t  I was d e s e r t i n g  my f a t h e r  
and mother. Mother was never wel l  and Father ,  

of course,  was a r e a l  inva l id .  And s o  I r e a l l y  
became a s p l i t  personal i ty :  gay and happy and 
s tud ious  dur ing  the week, and a t r a i n e d  nurse  

over the  weekend. 
P resco t t :  Now, t e l l  u s  something about  your i n v i t a t i o n  t o  

go t o  Radcl i f fe .  
Mitchell:  That was because of the  Palmers. George Herbert  

Palmer, who was professor  of e t h i c s  i n  Harvard 

. and Al ice  Freeman Palmer, 
P resco t t :  Whom you had kcown i n  Chicago. 
Mitchel l :  Yes. She had been p res iden t  of Wellesley--I th ink  

she w a s  twenty-six o r  so--and when she  married she  
-& 
y res igned from t h a t ,  Cut she came on t o  be the  f i r s t  

dean of women i n  the  Univers i ty  of Chicago on 

h a l f  time. And she  l i v e d  with us. How t h a t  came 

about I h a v e n r t  the  remotest idea ,  but  she  did. 
And Mrs. Palmer was t o  me one of the  g r e a t  women 

of the world. Here I was, t h i s  nervous, high-
s t rung ,  lone ly  f i f teen-year-old,  and she  used t o  

t a l k  a g r e a t  dea l  with me. I th ink  she  became very 

-3. 



Mitchell:  fond of me then, and f e l t  s o r r y  about my being s o  
. . 

much a fami ly-nurse  and rece iv ing  s o  l i t t l e  
educat ion,  excepting such as I grabbea-by myself. 

I wpuldn't have been allowed t o  go t o  Radc l i f f e  

i f  i t  hadn ' t  been f o r  Mrs. Palmer, who wrote in-
v i t i n g  me t o  l i v e  with them. And t h a t  cane about 

by ,a l e t t e r  t h a t  I had w r i t t e n  i n  despera t ion  t o  

my s i s t e r ,  Mary, who w a s  by t h a t  time married and ' 

i n  P a r i s  on a honeymoon. And t h e  Palmers happened 

' t o  be the re  and Mary read  my 1 e t t e r . t o  them. So 

Mrs. Palmer wrote and s a i d  she would no t  al low me 

t o  break down, she would supervise  me. So I went 

under those condi t ions ,  and a t  once became heal thy!  
Radc l i f f e  end the  Palmers opened a new world 

t o  me. That was the  pe r iod  of g r e a t  phi losophers  

at  Harvard. I majored i n  philosophy and s tud ied  
under Royce, Sanbyana, Mfinsterburg--all of whom 

taught  at Radcl iffe .  I took honors i n  philosophy 

h e n  I graduated. A s  a graduate s tuden t ,  I s t u d i e d  

under W i l l i a m  James. And as Mr. Palmer w a s  i n  t h a t  

department, I knew a l l  these  men who dropped i n t o  

our house frequently.  
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THE YOUNG DEAN I N  A YOUNG UNIVERSITY 

I n v i tat ion  t o  Come'..to Berkeley 

Prescot t :  	 Mrs. Mi tche l l ,  I would l i k e '  t o  hear  about  your in- 


v i t a t i o n  t o  come t o  the  Un ive r s i ty  as dean of  women. 


L e t ' s  begin with your f r i e n d s h i p  wi th  the  Wheelers. 


You had known them a very  long  t ime, hadn ' t  you? 

When d id  you first meet them? 
 I 

MStchell: 	 I met them i n  ~ e r k e l e ~  when I went up t o  v i s i t .  my 

o l d e r  s i s t e r  whose husband, Adolph M i l l e r ,  had been 

appoin ted  a b r i e f  time before  by P r e s i d e n t  Wheeler 

t o  develop the  department of  economics. My f a t h e r  . 

was a semi- inval id ,  and l i v i n g  i n  Pasadena, 
P resco t t :  	 And then you had met them i n  t h e  Eas t?  

Mitchell :  	 No, but I s a w  q u i t e  a b i t  of  them i n  Berkeley s o  t h a t  


w e  s t r u c k  up q u i t e  a f r i e n d s h i p  then,  though they  

were much o lde r  than  I, The Wheelers and the  Millers 

were good f r i e n d s  and I tagged a long ,  as was n a t u r a l .  


P re sco t t :  	 The Millers l i v e d  q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  campus, 

Mitchell :  	 No. A t  . t ha t  time they  l i v e d  on H i l l s i d e  Way, o r -

H i l l s i d e  Drive,  up t h e  h i l l  from Eucl id  Avenue. 

P re sco t t :  Not on Ridge Road where they l i v e d  l a t e r ?  


Mitchell :  No, no. That w a s  cons iderably  l a t e r .  But I s t ayed  


w i t h t h e m  as a r e l a x a t i o n ,  That was i n  t h e  summertime 


when I w a s  f i rs t  out  of  col lege.  


Prescot t :  L a t e r  you rece ived  the  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  come t o  the  

Universi ty? '  
 : 

Mitchell:. 	 Yes. Some t h r e e  year 's  l a t e r .  I t  seemed .a very c a s u a l  ' 

- . 

i n v i t a t i o n .  I don ' t  know how much thought  Mr. Wheeler. . ' .  
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had put  i n t o  i t .  That was l a t e r ,  of course ,  and i t  
came a t  a time when my own l i f e  was extremely'  confused 

and unfocused. 
You were i n  the  East?  

I was l i v i n g  with M r .  Palmer a f t e r  g radua t ion .  A s  I 

have . a l r eady  mentioned, fo l lowing  Mrs. Palmer 's  

sudden dea th  while  we were abroad, i t  seemed impera t ive  

f o r  me t o  s t a y  with Mr. Palmer u n t i l  he g o t  over t h e  
shock of i t .  So I took up housekeeping i n  h i s  house 

at  11 Quincy, one of the  t h r e e  houses i n  t he  Harvard 

Yard,-. And i t  was while I was t h e r e  t h a t  Mr. Wheeler 

came. F e e l i n g  I must be i n  Cambridge, I looked around 

f o r  work, and, while t ak ing  some g radua te  courses  at 
R a d c l i f f e ,  I a l s o  became the  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t he  dean of 

R a d c l i f f e ,  Agnes I rwin,  and a l s o  t o  Miss Coes, Mary 
Coes, who a f t e rwards  became dean. I took t h a t  job t o  

occupy myself while I was l i v i n g  wi th  Mr. Palmer, who 

was working on h i s  George Herber t  books. 

And Mr. Palmer and Mr. Wheeler were acqua in tances  of 

long  s tanding?  

I presume they were. I don ' t  remember t he  p a r t i c u l a r s  

sur rounding  the  v i s i t .  I had no i d e a  t h a t  he was 
coming f o r  anyth icg  but  a f r i e n d l y  cou r t e sy ,  f o r  Mr. 

Wheeler was always courteous.  O r  he  may have been 

coming j u s t  t o  s e e  me because I had been around wi th  

both of the  Wheelers whi le  v i s i t i n g  i n  Berkeley. 

Well, e v i d e n t l y  he had been g i v i n g  t h e  deanship some 

thought ,  because he c e r t a i n l y  had your q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

i n  mind. 

There is no doubt about t h a t ,  bu t  h i s  p l a n s  were s t i l l  

p r e t t y  nebulous. He f e l t ,  I know, t h a t  something had 

t o  be done; bu t  what, he wasn' t  a t  a l l  su re .  We had 

q u i t e  a t a l k .  He put  t o  me the  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I 

come t o  Berkeley and s tudy  the s i t u a t i o n  f o r  a yea r ,  
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Mitchell:  o r  perhaps longer ,  prepara tory  t o  becoming dean of 
.women. 

P resco t t :  And how old  were you then, Mrs. Mitchel l?  
Mitchel l :  I wasn't q u i t e  twenty-four. 

P resco t t :  That was r a t h e r  overwhelming f o r  one s o  young, 

Mitchel l :  I t  was sobering; s t i l l  i t  w a s  humorous t o  me, because 
when I t a lked  i t  over with M r .  P a h e r ,  who w a s  very  
much i n  favor  of my accept ing ,  he s a i d ,  "You mustn' t  

go t h e r e  j u s t  as an inf luence .  You must be a member 

of the facul ty."  
Well, t h i s  would never have entered  my t imid  

mind, but  M r .  Palmer i n s i s t e d ,  Mr. Palmer, l i k e  my 

f a t h e r ,  was a person t o  be obeyed, So when M r .  Wheeler 

came back I put  i t  up t o  him, and as always, Mr. Wheeler 
agreed. What he wanted was t o  organize the  job wi th  me 

a f t e r  I had been i n  Berkeley f o r  a while, And I s a i d ,  
"Can't you g ive  me any i d e a  what you want t h a t  job t o  do?" 

He s a i d ,  "Yes, I want you t o  f i n d  out  what needs 

t o  be done and t o  do it," [ ~ a u ~ h t e r ]  
Prescot t :  Well, t h a t  sounds l i k e  a very good boss, 

Mitchel l :  A good bcss,  bu t  a r a t h e r  t e r r i f y i n g  one, 

P resco t t :  What s o r t  of a s a l a r y  were you o f fe red?  We a r e  always 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  comparisons, 
Mitchel l :  Well, I w a s  o f f e red  a s a l a r y  when I became dean, and I 

c a n ' t  remember what i t  w a s .  I t  must be i n  the books. 

M r .  Wheeler thought i t  was a good p lan  f o r  me t o  

s e e  as much of the  s t u d e n t s  as I could and I was eage r  

t o  go on with graduate  work. So  I took s e v e r a l  courses ,  

one with o l d  Mr, Howison. And I could t e l l  you many 

amusing and lovable  t a l e s  about both  M r ,  and Mrs. 
Howison. The o t h e r  course w a s  with Wesley Clair Mi tche l l ,  

who had j u s t  come t o  the Unive r s i ty ,  having been c a l l e d  

t h e r e  t o  the department of economics by my brother-in- 
l a w ,  Adolph Mil le r .  But I a l s o  became a reader  i n  the  



I Mitchel l :  	 economics department.. That was no t  through my: 

brother-in-law. I-became a reader  t o  Thomas 

Walker Page. He w a s  a ' southerner  from V i r g i n i a  
and h i s  u i f e  was one of my f r i e n d s ,  one of the  few 

young f r i e n d s  t h a t  I had. I had worked a good d e a l  

on economics and was q u i t e  a Vebler~ fan. I don't 
know j u s t  how t h a t  happened, but  I had done q u i t e  a 

l o t  of work i n  economics while working f o r  my degree. 
I was a Veblen f a n  and I was a John Dewey f a n  

and I read  every th ing  t h a t  e i t h e r  of them wrote. I 
became a reade r ,  and I d id  do some read ing  f o r  

Adolph Mi l l e r .  That is ,  I reviewed books f o r  him, 
economic books, and I a l s o  helped on t h e  examination 

papers. 
P r e s c o t t :  And then the  next  yea r  you worked i n  the  Engl i sh  

department. 
Mitchel l :  	 That w a s  under Chauncey Wells; and t h a t  was a r e a l  

s t e p  i n  my learning.  Chauncey Wells, and Mrs. Wells 

too, were p e r f e c t l y  d e l i g h t f u l  peopie t o  me. She had 

been a teacher  and aga in ,  I was yognger. How much a l l  

of  t h i s  was indulgence t o  my youth I couldn ' t  t e l l .  

But Chauncey Wells gave me a good t r a in ing .  So I was 

given some kind of a p o s i t i o n  i n  the  d e p r t m e n t ,  

where Professor  Gayley w a s  my boss. And I had t o  

sha re  the  o f f i c e  with a number of them. I r e c a l l  one 

i n c i d e n t  invo lv ingakey .  Though o r d i n a r i l y  a c a r e f u l  

person, I f o r g o t  my key once, and I was taken t o  t a s k  

l i k e  a l i t t l e  baby g i r l  by t h i s  man whose name I can ' t  

remember. Perhaps t h a t ' s  t he  reason. [ ~ a u ~ h t e r ]  
When I became dean I was given a teaching  ap-

pointment. 

P resco t t :  A s s i s t a n t  professor  of English,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was. 



Mitchell:  Yes, I th ink  t h a t  w a s  the  f i r s t .  . I t  w a s  i r r egu la r ,  

and my promotion was put  forward a t  an abnormal 
pace because Mr..Wheeler wanted me t o  g e t  on with the  

job of being dean. I taught  a s e c t i o n  i n  freshman 

English,  and l a t e r  1 ' a l s o . t a u g h t  a course i n  

" v e r s i f i c a t i o n , "  given f o r  s e n i o r s  and graduate s tudents .  1 

Mitchell:  

counse l ing  with s tudents?  

Yes, a l l  the women i n  the  freshman class--as I remember 

the re  were about f i v e  hundred of them--were put  i n  my 

charge. Now t h a t  meant t h a t  I had t o  d i scuss  what 
courses  they would take and s i g n  the card pe rmi t t ing  

I
I
I
I 

them t o  take them. This  was as an  adviser .  Techni-

c a l l y ,  Mr. Edwards w a s  dean of  the  co l l ege ,  and I was 

h i s  a s s i s t a n t .  But we never had one conversat ion,  

never  one. 
May Cheyney, who was the  appointment s e c r e t a r y ,  

had a n  o f f i c e  ad jo in ing  mine. And when I d i d n ' t  know 

t h e  ropes  she would t e l l  me. She was a very f r i e n d l y  

person,  who f e l t  t h a t  she had the  most wonderful job 

i n  the  world, a s i d e  from r a i s i n g  n ine  boys. 

Prescot t : Your o f f i c e s  were i n  the admin i s t r a t ion  bui lding? 

M i  t ehe l l :  Yes, C a l i f o r n i a  H a l l  had j u s t  been opened. The ad- 

m i n i s t r a t i o n  was u p s t a i r s ,  and on t h e  top f l o o r  was 

the  Bancroft  Library. 

Prescot t: How many s tuden t s  a t tended the  Univers i ty  at t h a t  

time? 

Mitchell:  Well, I ' m  probably exaggerating, b u t  I 'have a f e e l i n g  
. .  ,. t h a t  t h e r e  were about two thousand women, and they , 

w e r e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  innumber  t o  the  men s tudents .  

. . 



Mitchell: They seemed an overwhelming group to me, but I was 
used to very small classes in a small womenis 

college, 
Prescott: Y'ou -had no coeducational background at all, did . . 

yo;.?,' . 

Mitchell: None at all, 
Prescott: Weren't you scared of the men? 
Mitchell: I was no more scared of them than I was of everything. 

1 was very, very scared, but I was so afraid that 
somebody would know I was scared, that I put on a 
facade which was quite convincing, 

Prescott: You said that Professor Edwards and you had no 
discussion about what your job might entail, You 

and President Wheeler must have conferred on the I 
direction in which the deanship was to develop, 

Mitchell: Very carefully, and since Mr. Wheeler was anxious to 

understand the situation, I discussed practically 
everything with him. I can't remember that he ever 

gave me any specific plan to follow, but I always 
discussed plans with him before I took any practical 

step. 
Prescott: And your program developed actually to fit needs as 

they came up. 
Mitchell: One of the first orienting jobs that I did was to 

make a survey of what the women students were pre- 

paring to do after graduation. I found that more 
than ninety percent were preparing to be teachers. 
That was really the only professional training that 

the University offered women. From the beginning 

that troubled me. I thought a university should 

be more than a normal school--as teachers' coileges 

were then called. 



Mitchell:  

Prescof t: 

Mitchell:  

Prescot t: 
itche ell: 

And you spoke of the budget business.  I had a 
s a l a r y ,  which was the last straw f o r  my poor f a the r .  

He thought i t  was d i sg race fu l  enough t o  have a 

daughter who would work, but  a daughter  who would 

take  a s a l a r y  was incomprehensible t o  him. However, 

I i n s i s t e d  upon tha t .  I had a s e c r e t a r y  and a l l  

o f f i c e  suppl ies ;  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  I had any-

t h i n g  e l se .  I know a l l  the  e n t e r t a i n i n g  I d id ,  I 

d id  at  my own expense. Yet I may-be mistaken 

about th i s .  

I assume t h a t  the re  had been no budget s e t  up f o r  

the  organiza t ion  y e t ,  because the  needs had no t  be- 

come r e a l l y  avident .  Did you a t t e n d  f a c u l t y  s t a f f  

meetings? 

Facul ty  meetings, no. J e s s i c a  P e i x o t t o  (who w a s  a 
t r a ined  economist) and I became the f i r s t  women 

appointed t o  the  facul ty .  She s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  the  

labor  branch of the  f i e l d .  We were ve ry  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  

a l though she was much o lder  than I,  I th ink  by about  

four teen  years.  She l i v e d  with me during h e r  f i r s t  

year ,  going home t o  San Francisco f o r  weekends. We 

t a lked  over the  ques t ion  of our a t t e n d i n g  f a c u l t y  

meetings, and we decided t h a t  we were conspicuous 

enough, and t h a t  we'd b e t t e r  take i t  easy. So 

n e i t h e r  of us ever  went t o  a f a c u l t y  meeting. 

Were you inv i t ed?  

We could have gone. I don't remember what M r .  
Wheeler thought abo.ut i t .  Cer ta in ly  we could have 

gone, but  I know t h a t  i t  would have pre judiced  t h e  

men a g a i n s t  us ,  and we a l ready had enough p re jud ice  

t o  l i v e  down. Miss Peixot to  d i d n ' t  have s o  much 

because she .was a t r a ined  person, and she had a 

p ro fess iona l  teaching job, you see.  But the re  was a 



Mitchel l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mitchel l :  

I
1 


g r e a t  dea l  o f  susp ic ion  of me, u n t i l  they found ou t  

how harmless I was. When my p o s i t i o n  was be ing  

d iscussed  i n  f a c u l t y  before  I was appointed,  my 

t i t l e  w a s  d i scussed .  And some o f  t he  o l d e r  men 

thought I should be c a l l e d  nwarden of women." I 

g o t  over t h a t ,  bu t  i t  r e v e a l s  what they  thought 

t h e  d u t i e s  of a dean of women were. But t h a t  disap- 

peared.  Indeed, t h e  o lde r  men, a lmos t  t o  a man, 

became g r e a t  f r i e n d s  of  mine. 

Las t  t ime we c losed  with  t a l k i n g  abou t  your job 

as t h e  dean of women, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r ega rd  

t o  t h e  counsel ing of  s tudents .  You were j u s t  about  

t o  t e l l  u s  about  u s ing  a s t u d e n t  committee i n  working 

wi th  t h e  g i r l  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  Univers i ty .  
Yes, t h a t ' s  ve ry  important ,  and I don ' t  know whether 

i t  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Nei ther  

do I remember whether t he  members of  t h i s  committee 

were appointed--they c e r t a i n l y  were n o t  appointed by 

me--or e l e c t e d  by t h e  s t u d e n t  body . 
Thi s  was f o r  a l l  the  s t u d e n t s .  They were ve ry  

f i n e  women. They r e a l l y  had taken  over the  job of  

t r y i n g  t o  supe rv i se  t he  conduct o f  t h e  women on t h e  

campus be fo re  I was appointed.  This  I never  r e a l l y  

t r i e d  t o  do. And a l l  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  came up 

t h e  p r e s i d e n t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  group of  s tuden t s .  
And I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a men's committee t h a t  r e p o r t e d  

t o  Dean Edwards. He was t h e  dean o f  a l l  s t u d e n t s  

u n t i l  I came, and then I tooli over  t h e  girls. 

This  group of women, whenever they  f e l t  t h a t .  

they had a problem t h a t  they wanted me i n  on, would 

a s k  t o  come t o  my o f f i c e  t o  d i s c u s s  i t  with  me.. And 

v i c e  versa .  I o f t e n  asked them t o  come and adv i se  

me how t o  handle a s p e c i a l  problem. 
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P r e s c o t t :  
Mitchel l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi tche l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi tche l l :  


What were some of your s p e c i a l  problems? 
They were var ied .  One of t h e  problems concerned . 

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between the .  s o r o r i t y  .girls, who v e r e  

society-minded, and t h e  g i r l s  l i v i n g  i n  c lubs ,  who 

were, i n  the  main, more i n t e l l e c t u a l .  The s q r o r i t y  
g i r l s  valued c o r r e c t  behavior  and hated t o  have a 

scanda l  on t h e  campus. The c lub  girls were on t h e  

campus t o  l e a r n  and were no t  too concerned wi th  

d r e s s  and behavior. 
Was t h e r e  a g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  economic s t a t u s ,  -
t o o ? ,  
Yes, very  d i s t i n c t l y .  But I remember the  women 

s t u d e n t s  as a whole as being very serious-minded, 
and a b s o l u t e l y  unaf ra id .  For in s t ance ,  when the  

q u e s t i o n  of s e x  educa t ion  came up, i t  came as a 

kind of avalanche a l l  over t he  country.  They used 
t o  c a l l  i t  "prophylaxis .*  But s e x  w a s  ap2roached 

e n t i r e l y  on t h e  nega t ive  s ide. . . sex d iseases .  T h i s  
s e x  h y s t e r i a  h i t  u s  on the  campus, and everybody s a i d  
something must be done about i t .  I t  wasn't l o c a l ,  i t  
w a s  n a t i o n a l  i n  scope. Very obvious th ings  came 

i n t o  the  f o r e  of  t h e  d iscuss ion .  I can remember my 
s i s t e r ,  who was anyth ing  but  a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  person,  
b u t  q u i t e  w i t t y ,  s a i d  a t  t h a t  time, "If you're  go ing  

t o  be modern, you have t o  say  t h e  word " s y p h i l i s K a t  

l e a s t  once a day. " 
How d i d  you handle  t h i s  s e x  educa t ion  problem? 
J e s s i c a  P e i x o t t a  and I t a l k e d  i t  over with the  two 
o t h e r  women who worked with the women s tuden t s .  

These women were D r .  Eleanor  Bancroft ,  phys ic ian  f o r  
t he  women s t u d e n t s ,  and D r .  R i t t e r ,  who was i n  charge 
of t h e i r  phys i ca l  educat ion,  We decided t o  t u r n  t h e  

a c t u a l  work over t o  D r .  Bancroft  and myself. We 
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Mitchel l :  	 decided,  always with Mr. W h e e l e r ' s ' a p p r ~ v a ~ ;
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. . . . - t o  whom we re fe r r ed ' "eve ry th ing ,  ' t h a t  ' t h e  ch ie f  : 
. . 
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. .  , . t r o u b l e  had been c a u s e d b y  thk nega t ive  approach' ';. 
. . 	 which f r i g h t e n e d '  khe s tuden t s .  D r .  Re inhard t .  . .. . . . 


, . 
 had g iven  a. course  to .  t h e  men s t u d e n t s  and dozens 
of  them f a i n t e d .  And s o  we thought ,  "What would. . . 

happen i f  we gave, a s e x  course t o  t h e  g i r l s ,  who 
.,. 

were supposed :to.' b e  more emotional!  ( I ,dont:t 
. 

. ,  

. 
. . 

t h i n k  they are i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  . . f i e l d .  ) ~ r .  . . 

. . . . 
- '  Bancrof t  s t a r t e d  o f f  with s i m p l e ~ p h y s i o l o g i c a l  

and psychologi.ca1 courses  on sex. . She had 'no 

d i f f i c u l t y  a t  a l l .  She he ld  conferences after-
.wards wi th  any of t he  s t u d e n t s  who wanted i t ,  o r  
went t o  any of  t h e  groups, such-as the  c l u b s  o r  

s o r o r i t i e s .  Then I, who had only. r e c e n t l y  l ea rned  

, t h e  words s y p h i l i s  and gonorrhea,  'was asked t o  do 

s e x  d i seases !  Which I did. And the  s t u d e n t  com-

m i t t e e  came i n  then  very  h e l p f u l l y .  They were 

t o l d  what was going t o  happen, and they s a i d ,  "Now 

t h i s  is r e a l l y  a s e r i o u s  th ing ,  and i t  i s n ' t  a 

shocking thing.  It's a t h i n g  we ought t o  know," 

and ar ranged  f o r  a meeting a t  a l l  the  s o r o r i t i e s  

and  clubs.  I went t o  every  one of them. And I 

found, which was a s u r p r i s e  t o  me then--remember 

t h a t  I wasn ' t  very  old--that most of them knew more 

than  I did. 

P r e s c o t t :  	 Wel l , .o f  course  you had not.come from a coeduca t iona l  . 

i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  a1.l. 

Mitchel l :  	 No, and 1. hadcome from a family t o  whom t h e  word. 

"sextt ias  a b s o l u t e l y  taboo. Never spoken, a b s o l u t e l y  

taboo! 
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Prescot t :  


Mitchell: :  

. c . .  .. . . ,  . 

. . 

. . . .  . . 

Prescot t :  


Mitchell: 


Prescot t :  


Mitchell:  


Were the re  a g r e a t  many pregnancies wi th in  the  


s&dent body? 


, I d o n ft th ink  a g r e a t  many., - I can remember very . ,

: . .  . , . 

. .  . , .

; w i l l ' ~ o n ejirtigriancy i n  which Mr.. . wheeler f e l t  very  
. . . . 

s t rong ly  t h a t  they.  should b e  married. So ' the  boy 
' 

s a i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  if  you want t h a t ,  we ,ll ge t .  

married." And then he l e f t  the  day a f t e r  t h e  


ceremony. I suppose i t  made the  c h i l d  leg i t imate .  


And t h a t  g i r l  I remember very  well  because I gave 


her  a job t o  do, sewing i n  my home. She was very 


h y s t e r i c a l  and I made her  keep on with her  s t u d i e s  


and g e t  a degree. But I don ' t  remember very many 


such episodes.  I w a s  t a l k i n g  the o the r  day with aa 


old  graduate  of Stanford,  and she s a i d  the re  were 


p r a c t i c a l l y  no scandals  on the  campus i n  h e r  day, 

I 

which was a l s o  my day. I 
I suppose t h a t  housing was the  b igges t  problems I 
t h a t  you had t o  meet. I 
Well, t h a t  was the  most obvious one. There were no 

approved lists, no supervis ion  of  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  

and of course no dormitories.  That seemed an obvious 

p lace  t o  begin t o  br ing  me i n t o  con tac t  wi th . s tuden t s  

themselves., and a l s o  with t h e i r  l i v i n g  places.  So 

t h a t  was the  f i r s t  job I took on. That and working 

with Mrs.Cheyney next door on what these  women 

s t u d e n t s  were preparing themselves f o r .  I have 

a l r eady  ta lked  about tha t .  

What was the  woman s tudent  l i k e ?  Where d id  she come 

from? 

There were two d i s t i n c t  groups: much the  l a r g e r  . 

group came from farms, o r  mining d i s t r i c t s ;  they 

came down, r e a l l y ,  with very l i t t l e  experience 

except ing country or  small-town l i f e .  That w a s  one 
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of the th ings  t h a t  worried me. Nothing w a s  done t o  

he lp  them understand the  much more complicated 

communities t h a t  they had come in to .  I would say 
t h a t  the  average age of the  freshmen was about 

e ighteen.  Then we had another  group of o lde r  women, 

who were d i s t i n c t l y  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  i n  t h e  academic 

world. They were working f o r  Ph.D.'s. I saw a good 

many of these graduate  s t u d e n t s ,  bu t  I wasn't  supposed 

t o  be respons ib le  f o r  them. 
The undergraduates were your s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  

Yes. I .a lways  seem t o  remember the  r i d i c u l o u s  

things.  I remember one freshmsn in terv iew i n  p a r t i -  
cu la r .  I always used t o  begin,  "Where's your home?" 
This l i t t l e  g i r l  s a i d ,  "1 come from the  East." 

I s a i d ,  '!What p a r t  of the  East?* 


She s a i d ,  "Nevada," 


[Laughter] Which opened my eyes. 

To go back t o  the dormitor ies .  I n  reading  the  records ,  

I understand t h a t  most of the  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  were 

run by clubs. 
No, t h a t  i s n ' t  q u i t e  so;  I th ink  the re  were any 

number of mixed and unse lec ted  boarding houses, 

Then the re  were the  s o r o r i t i e s .  They were new t o  me, 

you see ,  as we d i d n ' t  have them i n  Radcl i f fe .  And a 
l o t  of the g i r l s  who d i d n ' t  make the  s o r o r i t i e s  (which 

seemed t o  be the  ambition of nea r ly  everybody) went 

i n t o  the clubs.  Now, the c lubs  were l i k e  s o r o r i t i e s  

without the glamor. And f o r  the  most p a r t ,  members 

of c lubs  d i d n ' t  achieve the  same s o c i a l  s t and ing  as 
d id  the s o r o r i t y  g i r l s .  I made a survey of a l l  the  

p laces  where women s t u d e n t s  l i v e d ,  i n  my f i r s t  yea r ,  

and I made i t  a po in t  t o  v i s i t  a l l  the c lubs  and a l l  



Mitche l l :  the boarding houses. 
P r e s c o t t :  What s o r t  of r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  housing were you i n  a 

p o s i t i o n  t o  impose? 
Mi tche l l :  Well, t h a t  w a s  f o r  u s  t o  decide. And I don ' t  even 

remember what r e s t r i c t i o n s  we d i d  dec ide  on. I m e t  
l a n d l a d i e s  of every  v a r i e t y .  There were " l a d i e s , "  
who wanted some "n i ce  young g i r l s n  and wanted t o  

"she1 t e r n  them. S e v e r a l  such r e q u e s t s  were t r a c e d  

down t o  l a n d l a d i e s  who wanted p r o s t i t u t e s .  And had 

them. It  w a s  happenings l i k e  t h a t  which I th ink  
would have u p s e t  me mcre than they d i d  i f  i t  hadn ' t  

been f o r  t h e  suppor t  and advice  t h a t  Mr. Wheeler 

gave me. 

The Dean's House--A S o c i a l  and C u l t u r a l  Center  

P r e s c o t t :  L e t t s  t a l k  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  about  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  house which you had n e a r  t h e  
campus. They used t h a t  a g r e a t  d e a l ,  d i d n ' t  they? 

Mi tche l l :  Yes, I b u i l t  the  house as a s t a g e  f o r  my o f f i c i a l  

s e l f .  I never  would have b u i l t  such a house i f  i t  
hadn ' t  been t h a t  I f e l t  cramped. Mr. John G.rrl.en 
Howard, who w a s  t he  C a l i f o r n i a  a rch i tec t - -and  t h a t  

whole f ami ly  w a s  very  dea r  t o  me--built my house 

next  door t o  h i s  house on Ridge Road. That w a s  
before  t h e  M i l l e r  house. The M i l l e r  house was 

b u i l t  a c r o s s  the  s t r e e t .  And i t  was b u i l t  low enough . 

s o  t h a t  Howards could s e e  over i t .  I w a s  on a h i l l  
s l o p i n g  down t o  the  west s i d e  of E u c l i d  Avenue. I t  

had a b i g  t e r r a c e  f a c i n g  t h e  h i l l s  over  a garden 

t h a t  had a f a i r l y  good-sized, c e n t r a l  lawn. I 

owned down t o  Euc l id ,  bu t  my high fence  w a s  on ly  

halfway down. I 

. . 

- . - -- -  
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I t  seemed t o  be my job t o  jump i n  wherever 

t h e r e  was a gap, whether I was equa l  t o  the  

s i t u a t i o n  o r  not. I remember another  a s t o n i s h i n g  
t h i n g  which happened dur ing  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  the  . 
Par thenia .  We had b i g  choruses  t h a t  were t r a i n e d  

. b y  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  dancer  who came over from San 

Francisco  on s p e c i a l  days. My lawn w a s  a convenient 

p l ace  - f o r  r ehea r sa l s .  We r o l l e d  my p iano  around i n  

f r o n t  of t he  open doors t o  the  t e r r a c e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  

piano could be heard o u t s i d e ,  and when our  pro- 

f e s s i o n a l  dancer gave out ,  as she  d i d ,  I was supposed 

t o  take  over. And, with the courage of youth, I did.  

I d o n l t  t h ink  I d i d  a good job, bu t  I g o t  through 

u n t i l  she  could come back. 

Your house r e a l l y  he ld  a unique p l a c e  among t h e  

s t u d e n t s  of  t he  campus, then, d i d n ' t  i t? 
Yes, I t h i n k  so ,  bu t  i t 's  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  know. 

I know t h a t  hundreds of s t u d e c t s  passed through t h a t  

house every  week; and t o  me i t  was a s t age .  I needed 

a p lace  where I could do what I wanted, and I t r i e d  t o  

g e t  t he  s t u d e n t s  t o  be as f r e e  as poss ib l e .  Because 

I was s o  young, most of  my f r i e n d s  o u t s i d e  were much 

o lde r  than I. One of t hese  f r i e n d s ,  Sad ie  Gregory 

( ~ r s .  Warren Gregory),  c a l l e d  i t  "The story-book 
house." And t h i s  became t h e  name of my house. To 

me, i t  h a s  always been a good name f o r  it. Without 

i t, I aouldn' t have done any o f  t he  major t h ings  

which I d i d  with the studen'ts .  A l l  o f  t h e  meetings 

he ld  be fo re  we went o f f  on t r i p s  were the re ;  a l s o ,  

we i a d  a r i d i c u l o u s  l i t t l e  group which we' c a l l e d  

"The Critics on the  Hearth,"  where we p r a c t i c e d  

R o b e r t l s  r u l e s  of order .  I t  met there .  I had only 

r e c e n t l y  l ea rned  these  r u l e s  myself. I gave ou t  a 
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t o p i c ,  and the  g i r l s  would make an  ispromptu speech 

on i t .  And then we c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  t a l k  f o r  language, 
L . 


content  and de l ivery .  They learned '  t o  preside ' .by I 

each one tak ing  t u r n  i n  p res id ing ,  Then, of course,  
we always had chocolate  and sandwiches a t  the  c l o s e  

of the  meeting. That was a s m a l l  group, but a group 

t h a t  was very merry. This  w a s  due i n  p a r t ,  I th ink ,  

t o  t h e . f a c t  t h a t  I myself was l e a r n i n g  j u s t  about as 

f a s t  as they were. I knew a l i t t l e  more, but  no t  very 

much. 
Do you th ink  t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  Rober t ' s  r u l e s  of 

o rde r  had anything t o  do with t h e  f emin i s t  movement I 
and the  vote? I 
That may be. That may be. There w a s  a good d e a l  of I 
t h a t ,  you know, a t  t h a t  time. 

I n  the  f a l l  o f  1911, my last year ,  we pu t  on 

t h e  first Parthenia .  By t h a t  time I f e l t  more--- 
Secure? 

Well, I ' m  a f r a i d  I r e a l l y  couldn ' t  s a y  I ever  f e l t  

secure.  Perhaps "es t ab l i shed"  is b e t t e r .  I began t o  

s e e  behind t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  and t o  understand what 

seemed t o  me t o  be the r e a l  educa t iona l  problems o r  

educat ional  mistakes. 

Was t h i s  the time you planned t r i p s  i n t o  the  community 
f o r  the  g i r l s ?  

Probably I was s t i l l  doing t h a t ;  I began s o  many t h i n g s  

a t  once t h a t  I r e a l l y  don ' t  remembei- I took s t u d e n t s  

on t r i p s  f o r  a number of y e a r s ,  and I th ink  I must 

have begun q u i t e  e a r l y  because I had no t  been t o  
most of the p l aces  where we went before  myself,  and 

t h a t  seemed t o  me t o  be t e r r i b l e -  But I th ink  the 
t r i p s  were a success  p a r t l y  because I was one of t h e  

l ea rne r s .  

, "- e - - q F ~ l r q r .  --F-.=-mF-.=-----,-- - . \ - , " - . . < ~ - - - - . m * ~  
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But i t  was very unusual f o r .  the  girls a t  t h a t  time 

t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c i v i c  affairs. 

Well, t he re  w a s  n o t h i n g . i n  the  Universi ty  t o  tempt 

them.- Absolutely nothing. And t o  me t h i s  was 

shocking, 

Did they have a group of  women who were a g i t a t i n g  

f o r  t h e  vote? 

Yes, we d id  have a f e w  f emin i s t s ,  but  they represented  

a s p e c i a l  group t h a t  I never joined. My first vote  

f o r  p r e s i d e n t ,  I c a s t  i n  Berkeley f o r  Eugene Debs 

i n  pr i son .  My f e e l i n g  w a s  t h a t  i t  was t e r r i b l e  to' 
have t o  c a s t  a p r o t e s t  vote,  I l o s t  my vote  again  

when I went t o  New York. New York women didn ' t  have 

the  vote  then. But t h a t  w a s  a kind of m i l i t a n t  thing;  

i t  wasn't t h a t  kind of th ing  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  do. I 

w a s  t r y i n g  t o  have s t u d e n t s  understand how the  com-

munity works, which r e a l l y  had nothing t o  do with 

women's r i g h t s  as such, 

So you took them t o  t h e  wharf, 

Oh, the  wharf! I took them every place!  Of course,  

dur ing  t h a t  time we had the  bubonic plague sca re ;  

t h e  s h i p s  from t h e  Or ient  brought over the  rats 
c a r r y i n g  t h e  f l e a s  t h a t  c a r r i e d  the  plague. And the  

fleas g o t  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  our  Berkeley gophers. So I 

had the  t r a p s  s e t  by t h e  f e d e r a l  government around 

my house on Ridge Road. Our group saw D r .  B l u e t s  

prevention measures at  t h e  wharf, but t h a t  was in-

c iden ta l .  Our purpose w a s  - to  s e e  where the  imports 

came from and t o  understand t h e  func t ion  of a port.  

Also, we made a number of v i s i t s  to  see  how 

our c h i l d r e n  were cared f o r  i n  orphan asylums and 

c l i n i c s .  Octavia Briggs w a s  then running one of the  

first s e t t l e m e n t s  here. We went t o  tha t .  Octavia 



Mitche l l :  	 Br iggs  was t h e  s i s t e r  of P r o f e s s o r  Moses' w i f e .  

We went t o  t h e  poor house i n  Alameda and t o  the  

l e p e r  home nearby. Yes, I d i d  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h a t  
k ind  o f  t h i n g  wi th  t h e  s t uden t s .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 And then  you a l s o  had your "at homesn where you r ead  

poe t ry .  
Mitchel l :  Well,  p o e t r y  came later. I f e l t  d e s p e r a t e  about  n o t  

knowing t h e  s tuden ts .  So many of them, and s o  

s c a t t e r e d ,  t h a t  I s t a r t e d  hav ing  Wednesday a f t e rnoon  

t e a s  a t  home. That was a f t e r  I had my house and I 

had a f a i r - s i z e d  garden and a t e r r a c e .  The s t u d e n t s  

used  t o  come and I would havechocola te  and heaps  of  

sandwiches and s o  f o r t h .  They cou ld  h e l p  themselves,  

and t h e y  would wander around and I wculd g o  from one 

t o  another .  I had a remarkable memory then. I can 

remember p e r f e c t l y  t h a t  I cou ld  always i n t r o d u c e  any 

two freshmen. But t h i s  a l l  seemed t o  me t o  be k ind  

of p o i n t l e s s ,  and I thoaght  I ' d  t r y  t o  g e t  go ing  

something worth-while t h a t  might i n t e r e s t  them. So I 

took what i n t e r e s t e d  me, which was p o e t r y ,  hav ing  

been r ead  t o  by Mr. Palmer f o r  a s o l i d  f i v e  years .  

He was a g r e a t  r e a d e r  and a g r e a t  s c h o l a r  i n  poetry .  

I began t o  do t h i s ,  and i t  d i d n ' t  i n t e r e s t  a l l  of 

them, and some of them wandered--htwhy n o t  wander? 

But i t  d i d  i n t e r e s t  probably a couple  of hundred o r  

s o ,  who would s i t  on the  f l o o r  where they cou ld  hear.  
I ' d  r ead  p o e t r y ,  and t h a t  l e d  t o  d i s cus s ion .  And 

t h a t ' s  what r e a l l y  l e d  t o  t h e  P a r t h e n i a .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 T e l l  u s  about  t h e  first Pa r then i a .  

Mi tche l l :  	 The first one was a p lay ;  i t  was r e a l l y  a masque 

w r i t t e n  i n  rhy thnk  language by a woman s t u d e n t  and 
p u t  on by t h e  women s t u d e n t s  on t h e  campus. S u c h . a  

t h i n g  had never  happened before .  The p l a n  developed 
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Mitche l l :  	 a t  one of t h e  Wednesday meet ings  a t  my house i n  my 

last  yea r  a t  the  Un ive r s i t y .  I thought having t h e  

women s t u d e n t s  t ake  p a r t  i n  a r e g u l a r  compet i t ion 

had i n t e r e s t i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  I t  might g i v e  them 
more s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  p u b l i c ,  and more 

impor tan t ,  i n  t h e i r  own eyes. And i t  r e a l l y  caught  

on. 'I haven ' t  eve r  s een  s t u d e n t s  anywhere more 

e x c i t e d  than they were. And f u l l  of  ques t i ons ,  

-f u l l  of ques t ions!  This  and t h a t ,  how could they  

do i t ?  Who should be on a  committee? Would Mr. 

Wheeler l e t  them? And s o  on and s o  f o r t h .  That 

f a l l  I went t o  New York, and was n o t  he re  when t h e  

manuscr ip t s  came in .  P o r t e r  Garnet  w a s  one of t h e  

people  who I remember helped u s  s o  much. We had a 

good committee t o  judge manuscr ip t s ,  and when I came 

back and r ead  them, t h e r e  were f i v e  o r  s i x  t h a t  

seemed t o  me r e a l l y  gooa. The one t h a t  was accep ted  

was by Nan Eeardon, a s e n i o r  whose f a t h e r  w a s  a 

Greek scho la r .  The Pa r then i a - - l e t  me s e e  what t h a t  

means e x a c t l y ,  i t ' s  t h e  "women of t h e  Parthenonn-- 

I s t i l l  have one of t hose  programs t h a t  were p r i n t e d .  

The compet i t ion was t o  be something about  women. I t  

could  be an imaginary woman, an h i s t o r i c a l  woman, 
a woman of t he  f u t u r e ;  i t  could  be a p lay ,  i t  could  

be an opera ,  i t  could  be any th ing  as long  as i t  
f e a t u r e d  women. I t  had t o  be b u i l t  around some 

d e f i n i t e  event  o r  problem. What Nan Reardon d i d  was -

t o  choose a number of  famous women who r ep re sen t ed  

d i f f e r e n t  a s p i r a t i o n s  o r  r o l e s  of  women i n  h i s t o r i c  

times. 
The masque was g iven  under the  LeConte oaks ,  

which were much b i g g e r  than they a r e  now--or perhaps 

t hey  have d i sappeared  now? Under t h e  LeConte oaks  



Mitchel l :  an a l tar  w a s  s e t  up on which a flame burned.'  This  

w a s  a l l  symbolic, r e p r e s e n t i n g  the  altar of  hope, 

and v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c  wouen appeared and a f t e r  

s t a t i n g  t h e i r  hopes,  l a i d  .an o f f e r i n g  on the  altar. 

This  was the  main theme of theplay. But i t  w a s  
supplemented by l a r g e  choruses who r e f l e c t e d  

emotional  responses  as in 'Creek  drama, e i t h e r  by 

i n t o n i n g  t h e i r  speeches o r  i n  dance. I can remember 

Joan  of Arc dashing i n  on a white charger .  There 

a l s o  w a s  Creek Sappho. The museum i n  Berkeley provided 
t h e  p l a y  wi th  r e a l  p r o p e r t i e s ,  which aroused g r e a t  

i n t e r e s t  among the  f a c u l t y .  Sappho came i n  bea r ing  

a r e a l  amphora on he r  head. It sca red  me ou t  of my 

w i t s ,  b u t  we f i n a l l y  g o t  i t  back t o  the  museum 

s a f e l y .  
We involved about  a thousand wonen s t u d e n t s  i n  

some c a p a c i t y ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  i n  the  p lay ,  o r  i n  

the  o rgan iza t ion  a spec t s .  We had some t r u l y  t h e a t r i -  

c a l  e f f e c t s .  I remember one chorus r e p r e s e n t i n g  r a i n ,  

where the  girls came up from the  brook below i n  g rey  

clouds of gauze. When, i n  t h i s  dance, they threw o f f  

t h e  gauze r a i n  c louds ,  they looked as i f  t he  sun had 

j u s t  come o u t ,  f o r  they  were no t  only c l a d  i n  yellow, 

they  a l l  had f lowing yellow ha i r .  

P r e s c o t t :  How very  dramatic! There a r e  many r e f e r e n c e s  t o  

performances given i n  t h e  Creek Theatre.  

Mi tche l l :  Oh, t he  Creek Theat re  was a f l i g h t  of  imagination. 

My, the  t h i n g s  they d i d  there!  Do you want me t o  

d e s c r i b e  some i n c i d e n t s  I ,remember? I r e c a l l  t h e  

time they used camels i n  a play. They g o t  the camels 

from t h e  zoo i n  San Francisco!  

P r e s c o t t :  Would t h a t  be  a Christmas play? 

Mi tche l l :  Yes. I t  was a n  o l d  mi rac l e  play.  I am us ing  t h a t  
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Mitchell:  

P resco t t :  

Mitchell:  

word loosely.  I don' t  know how many thousand people 

can be sea ted  i n  t h a t  p lace ,  bu t  i t  was f i l l e d ,  and 

people were s i t t i n g . a l 1  around the  edges, too. The . 

camels came i n  from th ree  d i f f e r e n t  direct ' ions onto 

t h a t  g r e a t  stage. And t h e  th ree  wise men talked.  A s  

one of them c r i e d ,  *The star!" he pointed over the  

heads of t h e  audience, And t h e  audience pivoted,  and 

the re ,  above the -euca lyp tus  t r e e s ,  w a s  t he  r e a l  
evening star. I have never i n  my l i f e  known any o t h e r  

moment s o  dramatic,- . 
They o f t e n  used t h e  zoo. Once they had the  

e lephants  come over when they d id  The L i t t l e  Clay 

-Cart, which Arthur Ryder had t r ans la t ed .  And then, 

of course,  we had a l l  kinds of people and players .  

Sarah Bernhardt came, Margaret Anglin, oh, everybody! 

And we had the  o r c h e s t r a  the re  with Freder ick  Wolle 

conducting. He had c rea ted  and produced the  Bach 

F e s t i v a l s  a t  Bethlehem, Penr~sylvania.  I o f t e n  went 
t o  hear  them, but  t h a t  was a f t e r  he had l e f t .  

Deans of Women--Early P ro fess iona l  M e e t i n ~ s  

I suppose deans of women a l l  over the  United S t a t e s  

had problems i n  common. Did deans have s t a t u s  as 

a profess ion?  D i C  you a t t e n d  meetings with o the r  

deans? 

Yes, I d i d  meet o t h e r  deans at p ro fess iona l  meetings. 

I ' v e  been th inking  over those memories. They're no t  

a b i t  sharp. And I r a t h e r  th ink  t h a t l s  because I 

got  very l i t t l e  out  of them f o r  my own thinking. A s  

I th ink  over the  group, I th ink  they must have been 

deans of s t a t e  col leges.  O r  so i t  seems t o  me, f o r  
I k e w  t h a t  Mis. Allan, the C i r s t  dean of  women i t  



Mitchel l :  S tanford  Univers i ty ,  never  went. I don ' t  remember 
any from the  co l l eges  i n  the  far e a s t e r n  s t a t e s .  . .  
M o s t ' e a s t e r n  co l l eges ,  except-ing s t a t e  ones, were 

f o r  women only. And the; u s u a l l y  had women 
p r e s i d e n t s ,  which made a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  what t he  

dean would do. The p r e s i d e n t s  of t he  o the r  c o l l e g e s  

were men. And the  deans were g iven  jobs t o  do which 

these  p r e s i d e n t s  ass igned  them. Which w a s ,  f o r  t he  

most p a r t ,  supe rv i s ing  behavior. 

P r e s c o t t :  I n  o t h e r  words, they were supposed t o  d i s c i p l i n e  
and t o  d i r e c t  behavior. 

Mi tche l l :  D i s c i p l i n e ,  yes. B u t a g r e a t  d e a l  of  i t  was j u s t  

t r a i n i n g  i n  good manners and chaperoning. Now I 

never chaperoned anything,  as far as I remember. 

The s o r o r i t i e s  and c lubs  a l l  had house mothers who 

d i d  t h a t ;  I was i n v i t e d ,  bu t  never i n v i t e d  as a 

ci~aperon.  I would not  have accepted a p o s i t i o n  of  

t h a t  s o r t .  T h a t ' s  the  reason  t h a t  I i n s i s t e d  upon 

be ing  on the  f a c u l t y ,  which would g ive  me a d i f f e r e n t  

s tanding .  Ada Comstock of Minnesota, who a f t e rwards  

became t h e  p re s iden t  of R a d c l i f f e ,  was the  only dean 
I r e c a l l  as having an educa t iona l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

P re sco t t :  Do you r e c a l l  i f  t he re  were d i scuss ions  of p o s s i b l e  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of those e a r l y  deans? 

Mi tche l l :  When Miss Comstock and I brought up ques t ions  of 

t h a t  s o r t  they were a l l  i n t e r e s t e d ,  bu t  a l l  s a i d  they 

were powerless t o  do anything. The th ings  I remember 

be ing  d iscussed  were dormitory r u l e s ,  hours f o r  

dances,  the  time s t u d e n t s  should r e t u r n  t o  the house. 
If t h e r e  were s o r o r i t i e s ,  they d iscussed  what t o  do 

I 
about  t he  g i r l s  who were l e f t  out .  And the re  was a 

g r e a t  d e a l  of  d i scuss ion  of f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  t o  the  I 
women s tudents .  
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M i  ,chel l :  I remember only two meetings v iv id ly ;  one was 

i n  S a l t  Lake Ci ty ,  and one i n  New York City.  There 
- were o the r s ,  bu t  I don ' t  remember much about them. 

We were a l l  concerned with housing f o r  women 

students .  . This I was reminded of  only r e c e n t l y  

wnen Pres ident  Kerr t o l d  me t h a t  I had r a i s e d  s i x  . 

hundred and f i f t y  d o l l a r s  f o r  dormi tor ies  dur ing  my 

years  as dean of women. I now r e c a l l  that, and I ' 

know what I d i d  with it. I made i t  i n t o  a revolving 

loan fund f o r  women s tudents .  I 
Presco t t :  Do you r e c a l l  how you r a i s e d  it? I 

Mi tchel l :  I r a i s e d  i t  by going t o  individuals .  

P resco t t :  There were numerous con t r ibu t ions  by ind iv idua l s  

and organiza t ions  t o  the  University.  I not iced  i n  

t h e  yea r ly  r e p o r t s  t h a t  the  f ede ra ted  women's c lubs  

had furn ished s e v e r a l  of the  c lub  houses. 
Mitchell:  That may wel l  be. My mind is vague about  these  

things. But I do remember the  loan  fund. We made 

it a l s a n  fund, no t  a scho la r sh ip  fund, And the  

major i ty  gf the  s t u d e n t s  pa id  back, s o  t h a t  i t  became 

a revolv ing  fund. -
Presco t t :  Do you r e c a l l  i f  these  pioneer  deans thought i n  

terms of extending educat ional  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  of 

women i n t o  o ther  profess ions  than teaching? 

Mitchell:  Ada C o z s t o c ~ ,  who had g r e a t  in f luence  i n  the f a c u l t y ,  

w a s  very much concerned about that .  A t  l e a s t  I 

remember d iscuss ing  t h i n g s  of t h a t  s o r t  with her. 

She and I usua l ly  roomed together.  

P resco t t :  Had you known her previously? 

Mitchel l :  .No. She w a s  o lde r  than I. 
I was t h e  youngest always, bu t  always the s e n i o r  

i n  pos i t ion .  T h i s  w a s ' i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and very  con- 
. fusing. Not only to  me, but t o  our  hos tesses .  We 

wsre uszlally asked t o  a Sunday d inner  which was 

-v d---'--F 
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Mitchel l :  . g iven '  t o  us  as dean of women. I can remember 

i.n New York i t  was given by a f a c u l t y  w i f e . '  

And'when I w a s  in t roduced as " the  dean of deansn 

t o  Mrs. J o h n  Clark,  the  wife of a -very ,noted ' . 

e.conomist, she  almost screamed! [ ~ a u ~ h k r ]. ' 

Presco t t :  You must have been only about twenty-seven y e a r s  . 

old. 

Mitchel l :  Y,es. A s  I remember them, most:of: t he  women looked 

o l d  t o  me. I know.Mrs. ~ l l a nwas i n  he r  s i x t i e s .  

I t h i n k  most of  them were i n  t h e i r -  f i f t i e s  o r  

s i x t i e s ,  znd the  motherly type. 

P r e s c o t t :  Had they  come from a f a c u l t y  pos i t i on '  t o  t h e  

deanship,  r a t h e r  than having been t r a i n e d  s p e c i f i -  

c a l l y  f o r  t h e  handl ing  of  s t u d e n t s ?  

Mitchel l :  They hadn ' t  come from the  f a c u l t y .  They were j u s t  

appoin ted  from the  blue,  mostly. A s  I remember 

going around t o  t h e  c l u b s  and s o r o r i t i e s , .  I always 

met t h i s  same type of woman. Th.e f r i e n d l y  person 

who could be at ease  with s t u d e n t s  and had a 

motherly d i s p o s i t i o n .  You know, one of the  o l d e r  

c lub  mothers grasped my .twenty-six-year-old hand 

when I first  went t h e r e  and s a i d ,  "You have come . ' 

t o  be a mother t o  u s  all." [ ~ a u g h t e r ]  

Mrs. Al.lan at S tan fo rd  had a house t o  which 

she  i n v i t e d  people,  and she  d i d  have some t each ing  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  English.  'The s t u d e n t s  c a l l e d  

he r  "The Lady." Now, nobody would have e v e r  thought 

of c a l l i n g  me "The Lady." She groomed t h e  girls f o r  

s o r o r i t i e s ;  s h e ' h e l p e d  them t o  know how t o  d r e s s , .  

how t o  do t h e i r  h a i r .  If she  saw a s t u d e n t  walking 

2 
. . . . on the  campus whom she  ' thought was, improperly ,:.. 

.. dressed,  s'he would take '  t h a t  u p  with t h e  s tuden t .  
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Mitchel l :  	 That w a s '  as ' f a . r  from my job as' anything I.cai . . 
. . 

. . 

. t h ink  of.  
This  d i f f e rence  i n  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w a s  . ' 

d u e ,  I th ink ,  t o .Mr. Wheeler's keen i n t e r e s t  i n .  

t h e  educat ion of women. And ' I  don ' t  t h ink  t h a t  

was an i n t e r e s t  t o  be commonly found i n  men 

p ro fesso r s ,  o r  p res iden t s ,  a t  t h a t  time. 
P resco t t :  	 D i d  o t h e r s  share  your i n t e r e s t  i n  educat ing the . 


woman stugent  as a member of soc ie ty?  
' 

. . 

Mitchel l :  	 No, I dont t remember t h a t  anybody e l s e .  was doing 


t h a t ,  I don ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t h a t  over at  a l l  


with Ada Comstock. 

P resco t t :  	 And such poss ib le  f u t u r e '  p ro fess ions  as, oh, 


domestic sc ience ,  o r  journal,ism, were no t  on t h e  


hori.zon a t  a l l?  


Mitchel l :  	 No, j u s t  teaching. 
P resco t t :  	 Ada Comstock went on as p res iden t  of Radcl i f fe .  


Were t h e r e  o t h e r  women whose f u t u r e s  were as 

i n t e r e s t i n g  and as promising as hers?  


Mitchel l :  	 No, no t  among the  e a r l y  deans I knew. O f  course,  


Barnard and Radc l i f f e  had somewhat comparable 


p o s i t i o n s ,  though Barnard was a c t u a l l y  a p a r t  of 


Columbia, but had i ts  own p res iden t ,  Later  I 


was i n v i t e d  by Pres iden t  B u t l e r  t o  consider  coming 


t o  the  presidency of Barnard. This  was a f t e r  he 


and Mrs. B u t l e r  had v i s i t e d  the Wheelers i n  Berkeley 

(when my w i t t y  o lde r  s i s t e r  s a i d ,  "We a l l  d id  


B u t l e r  s e r v i c e  f o r  a couple of weeks " ) .  I had 


come t o  know him then and he knew what my job w a s .  


That i n v i t a t i o n  from h i p  w a s  put  i n t o  w r i t i n g  the  


. . . . year  I w a s  abroad with the Wheelers. And I came 
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~ r e s c b tt: 

Mitchell :  

P re sco t t :  

Mitchel l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi tche l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

' Mitchel l :  

P r e s c o t t :  
. . . . 

. . .  
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Let  us  t a l k a b o u t P r e s i d e n t  and M~S':''wheeler 

as ybu knew them as f r i ends .  Did you f i n d  it 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  b r i n g  your problems t o  P res iden t  

Wheeler? 

M r .  Wheeler was a ' n a n  of t h e  world, and I was n o t  a 

woman of t h e  world. ~ n dhe was t h e  e a s i e s t  person 

t o  approach with any problem. He never was s u r p r i s e d  

at  my ignorance. 

You found i t  ve ry  easy  t o  work wi th  him. 

Absolutely.  I c a n ' t  imagine any e a s i e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between two people. It's d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me now t o  

s e p a r a t e  t h e  man from t h e  p re s iden t .  I o f t e n  took 

t h e  kind of t h i n g s  t o  him t h a t  were no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

s t r i c t l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  o r  t h a t  I would have been 

supposed t o  know about myself. I always rece ived  

t h e  k i n d e s t  a t t e n t i o n .  

Did you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e .  


f a c u l t y  and M r .  Wheeler w a s  congenial?  


Well, you s e e  I d i d n ' t  see t h a t  at  first hand. I 


had no knowledge t h a t  every th ing  wasn' t ve ry  easy. 


Adolph M i l l e r  never  had any c r i t i c i s m  of him, and 


I wouldn't have g o t  t h e  c r i t i c i s m ,  I th ink ,  from 


o t h e r  people. But I found M r .  Wheeler, as a human-


be ing  and as a boss ,  t h e  easiest person t h a t  I have 


eve r  worked with. . . . 


You a l s o  knew llrs. Wheeler ve ry  we l l ,  d i d n ' t  you? 


I c e r t a i n l y  did. . . 


Why don ' t  you desc r ibe  her to us? . . 

. . .  
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Mitche l l :  

Presco t t : 

~it c h e l l :  


P r e s c o t t: 

Mi tche l l :  


I can never  t h ink  of M r s .  Wheeler without  a 

smile .  She was amusing. Now l e t  me see.  F i r s t  

of all,. I th ink  o f  he r  he ight .  She w a s  one of 
t he  s h o r t e s t  l i t t l k  people t h a t  I ever  knew. I 

can remember being with h e r  later,  when we were 

i n  Germany, i n  a crowd out  i n  t h e  t h e a t r e  foyer .  

I can remeaber he r  looking up a t  me and saying, 

"You have s o  much b e t t e r  a i r  up there ."  I th ink  

of  Mrs. Wheeler's eyes. They were t h e  only eyes  

t h a t  I ' v e  ever  t e e n  t h a t  r e a l l y  snapped. 
Were they  brown? 

They were brown, s o l i d  brown, and they d a r t e d  
l i k e  a b i r d ' s ,  And h e r  motions were l i k e  a b i r d 1 s ,  

too;  qu ick ,  and, l i k e  h e r  speech, dar t ing .  Her 

t a l k  was, of  course ,  the  most ou t s t and ing  t h i n g  

about  her .  She was, I th ink ,  t h e  most un inh ib i t ed  

grown-up t h a t  I ' v e  ever  known, 

Sounds d e l i g h t f u l .  

I t  was d e l i g h t f u l  t o  those who l i k e d  frankness.  

She, of course ,  w a s  t h e  wife  of  a p r e s i d e n t ,  and 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  she  l i k e d  t h a t  ro l e .  But she  d i d  

i t  with  never  f l inch ing .  She never sh i rked  any- 

th ing .  She had t h e  h ighes t  s t anda rds  of  h o u s e  

keeping t h a t  I have ever  known. Her d inners ,  and  

t h e  s t a g e  s e t  of every th ing ,  were wonderful. And 

c l e a n l i n e s s  w a s  i n  h e r  mind, I th ink ,  pu t  a l i t t l e  

above godl iness .  I remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  

because a f t e r  I had a house of my own, she  and I 

had t h e  same window washer. He  wasqui te  a 
c h a r a c t e r  i n  t he  l i t t l e  town of Berkeley,  then. 
And he used t o  c l ean  v i t h  Bon A m i ,  which he c a l l e d  
"Bonny Amy.," and t h i s  seemed t o  me s o  symbolic o f  

Mrs. - _Wheeler t h a t  my p e t  name.- f o r  h e r  - was "Bonnh-
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Mitchel l :  Mrs. Wheeler's un inh ib i t ed  remarks might 

have been very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  Mr. Wheeler. M r .  
Wheeler ha ted  c o n f l i c t .  And he ha ted  rudeness. 

He was always courteous.  Now, Mrs. Wheeler I 
c a n ' t  say  w a s  exac t ly  rude,  because she wasn't. 

She was hard ly  aware of what she w a s  doing. She 

w a s  j u s t  being h e r s e l f .  But I never heard Mr. 

Yheeler reprove he r  f o r  any impromptu remark 

she may have made. I j u s t  remember t h i s  p a r t i -  

c u l a r  in s t ance  when s a n  Francisco w a s  going 

tlm* a l l  t h a t  scandal  i n  regard t o  Mayor 

Schmitz, and Heney was shot .  Af t e r  t h e  scandal  

subsided a b i t ,  Mr. Wheeler d i d  i n v i t e  t h e  mayor 

t o  the  p r e s i d e n t i a l  house. And I was i n v i t e d  

also. I was o f t e n  i n v i t e d  j u s t  as a f i l l - i n .  

Of course,  t h e i r  g u e s t s  were l i k e l y  t o  be j u s t  

men, o r  predominantly men. The mayor w a s  s e a t e d  

down toward Mr. Wheeler, and I was s e a t e d  near  

Mrs. Wheeler, and she  s a i d  t o  me, casua l ly ,  

a c r o s s  a few people,  bu t  i n  a voice t h a t  could 

e a s i l y  pene t ra t e  t o  the  o t h e r  end of  the  room, 

"1 never thought t h a t  I should be c a l l e d  upon 

t o  ha-re a man l i k e  t h a t  at  my t ab le , "  a l l  the 

while  s t a r i n g  at the  mayor. Now, M r .  Wheeler 

laughed at it. 
He'd o f t e n  say,  nOh Amgn But never  i n  a 

sharp  voice o r  i n  a reproving manner. 

Mrs. Wheeler's humorous episodes taken 

without the f e e l i n g  of he r  l o v a b i l i t y  would 

d i s t o r t  her.  But she  d i d  make the  most ex t ra-  

ord inary  remarks at  the  wrong time, and never  



Mitchell: repented them. Mr. Wheeler must have been 




i n t o  a nea t  l i t t l e  wad on h e r .  neck. I . c a n .  

person he should take i n ,  and Mrs. Wheeler was 

. j u s t  ahead of me. She was being escor t ed  i n  by 

an enormous man, a man who j u s t  f i t t e d  one's 

. a n d  i n  a b laz ing 'uni form with medals covering h i s  

Prescot t :  That must have been most d i s t u r b i n g  t o  him. 

only t h a t ,  here  was an American womanwho had an 

. . . . 



I ., . 
~itchel.l:<-.. -:that. . amused me so.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  w e  wore n o t  

.-. 
. - 6 x a c t l y  c o u r t  trains, s u r e l y ,  b u t  d r e s s e s  which 

dragged a l i t t l e  i n  t h e  .back. Tha t  wasn't 
German, t h a t  was j u s t  ~ m e r i c a n ;  Now, Mrs. Wheeler 
always had a na ive  i d e a  t h a t  i f  s h e  t a l k e d  o u t  o f  

.. 
t h e  co rne r  of  h e r  mouth nobody could  h e a r  h e r  b u t  t he  

person nex t  t o  he r ,  And after d i n n e r  Mrs. Wheeler 

was t a l k i n g  with our  h o s t ,  who spoke Eng l i sh  q u i t e  
as f r e e l y  as -we d i d ,  and I walked p a s t  h e r  aimed i n  

a c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n .  She t w i s t e d  h e r  mouth a d  

s a i d  t o  me ,  "Don't walk over t h e r e ,  Lucy, t h e r e ' s  

mashed p o t a t o  on t h e  f loor ."  
P r e s c o t t :  And d i d  the  man h e a r  it? 
Mitche l l ;  O f  cou r se  he must have heard it.  I heard  i t .  But 

somehow o r  o t h e r ,  those t h i n g s  seemed amusing i n  

t h e  same kind of  l ovab le  way t h a t  a c h i l d  is amusing. 

She w a s  ve ry  popular ,  very  popular ,  a t  home. 
And popular  i n  B e r l i n ,  too,  One o t h e r  funny remark: 

we were i n v i t e d  t o  the  K a i s e r ' s  b i r t h d a y  c e l e b r a t i o n .  
There w a s  always a t h e a t r e  p a r t y ,  and t h e  audience  

was a l l  by i n v i t a t i o n .  And t h e r e  aga in ,  we were 

t o l d  j u s t  how high our  g loves  should  be, and how 

low our neck l ines ;  no r i s k s  taken. During t h e  

i n t e r i m  between a c t s  we went o u t  i n t o  t h e  f o y e r ,  
as d i d  the  whole audience,  s o  i t  w a s  ve ry  crowded. 

I s t u c k  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  Mrs. Wheeler, and s h e  

leaned  back wi th  f a t i g u e  a g a i n s t  something s h e  -

thought w a s  s o l i d ,  Suddenly s h e  f e l t  t h i s  prop 

move. She jumped and turned  around and looked up 
a t  a man and s a i d ,  "I thought you were a box!" 

P r e s c o t t :  That must have been amusing. Mrs. Wheeler's 
p e r s o n a l i t y  must have been ve ry  h e l p f u l  t o  h e r  as 

p r e s i d e n t ' s  wi fe  on the  campus, too. 



I Mitche l l :  D i s t i n c t l y ,  bu t  i t  ought t o  be c l e a r l y  em-

. phas ized  t h a t  a long  with  h e r  s p o n t a n e i t y ,  she  was 

s e r i o u s l y .  She found o u t . e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  was 

supposed t o  be done &d 'she d i d  i t  wi,th h e r  

g r e a t  sense  of  pe r f ec t i on .  She was i n  a 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y  p o s i t i o n ;  she  r e a l l y  'wasnf t  made 
f o r  t he  r o l e ,  b u t  she  played he r  r o l e  b e a u t i f u l l y .  

P r e s c o t t :  She was very w e l l  organized,  wasnt t she?  

Mi tche l l :  Very well .  And I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I have e v e r  

heard  of  any resentment  of  t he se  t h i n g s  t h a t  

might be cons idered  faux pas i n  most s o c i e t y .  

I 
P r e s c o t t :  She had a g i f t  f o r  being formal  and s t i l l  be ing  

very  much an  i nd iv idua l .  

Mi tche l l :  Yes. And the  formal  bulked very  l a rge .  They 

e n t e r t a i n e d  a g r e a t  deal .  To begin with ,  i t  
seemed t o  me t h a t  a l l  t he  r e a l l y  important  

people t h a t  came through San F ranc i sco  came 

over  t o  t a l k ,  o r  t o  be e n t e r t a i n e d ,  a t  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t ' s  house. That was a p a r t  o f  t he  

f a s c i n a t i o n  t h a t  made San Francisco seem a 

cosmopolitan c i t y .  

P r e s c o t t :  There was a c l o s e  touch between t h e  town and 

t h e  gown, as far as the  Un ive r s i t y  was concerned,  

wasnt t t he re?  

Mi tche l l :  There r e a l l y  wasn ' t  muah ntown,tt b e s i d e s  t he  
**gown." Not i n  t he  e a r l y  days. However, after 

the  ear thquake and f i r e ,  Berkeleb was d i scovered  

and became impor tan t  f o r  i t s e l f  and n o t  j u s t  as 

an ex tens ion  o f  San Francisco.  Mr. Wheeler 

he.; a l l  the impor tan t  people i n  San F ranc i sco ,  

and the r e g e n t s  were very prominent i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

l i f e  of both t h e  Un ive r s i t y  and San Francisco.  

P r e s c o t t :  The s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t he  p r e s i d e n t  was, i n  a way, 
p o l i t i c a l ?  

'; 



I Mitchel l :  Yes. I t  was a s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  you see.  Now, 

Mr. Wheeler r e a l l y  f u l f i l l e d  my image of an 
. . , . i d e a l  u n i v e r s i t y  pres ident .  . . 

.. 

. . 


P r e s c o t t :  L e t ' s  t a l k  about  your i d e a l  b f  a u n i v e r s i t y  ' .  . . 
. . -	 pres iden t ;  You had t h e  oppor tun i ty  of  meeting 

s e v e r a l  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t s  ~ h i l e . ~ o u  were 

. l i v l n g  ' . i n  Cambridge, didn '  t you? 

Mi tche l l :  	 Yes, whi le  l i v i n g  with t h e  .Palmers. Mrs. Palmer 

had. been a c o l l e g e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and Mr. Palmer 

was a p r o f e s s o r  of phi losophy a t  Harvard, and 

n e a r l y  every. p re s iden t  who w,anted t o  appoin t  a 
young phi losopher  i n  h i s  department (and re-
member t h a t  philosophy inc luded  psychology then)  

would come t o  Mr. P a h e r . '  S o t h a t  I -saw a 

stream of c o l l e g e  p r e s i d e n t s  go ing  through,  

and sat. a t  the  t a b l e  and heard  t h e i r  t a l k .  O f  

course  P r e s i d e n t  E l i o t  l i v e d  nex t  door ,  and 

hundreds and hundreds of t imes  we exchanged a 

f ormi l  'remark.. 

P r e s c o t t :  	 You had a g r e a t  d e a l  of d a t a ,  then,  on which t o  

base your i d e a s  of- what makes a great u n i v e r s i t y  

p re s iden t .  

Mi tche l i :  	P r e s i d e n t  Tucker from P r i n c e t o n  w a s  t h e r e ;  

P r e s i d e n t  Hyde from Bowdoin, and P r e s i d e n t  

Angel1 from ~ i c h i ~ a n  Mrs.tu rned  up r e g u l a r l y .  

Palmer was one of t k e a r l y  g r a d u a t e s  from t h e r e  

and they regarded her  as h i s  s p e c i a l  protdg4.c - ' 

Oh, t h e r e  were any number of them. And they were 

a l l  s c h o l a r s ,  and they a l l  had s o c i a l  e a s e . ,  . . ,  

Now, Mr. Wheeler possessed both  s c h o l a r l y  
p r e r e q u i s i t e s  and s o c i a l  ea se  t o  an impress ive  

. . 

. . 


. . 	 . . 
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Mitche l l :  degree. And t h a t  s o c i a l  e a s e  was very impor tan t  

i n  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  when I was there .  And I must 
s ay ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  humorous i n c i d e n t s  I have 

r epo r t ed  about  Mrs. Wheeler, t h a t  she  a l s o  had 
conple te  s o c i a l  ease .  She was never f l abbe r -

. g a s t e d  by anything.  And noth ing  i n  Germany, no 
f o r m a l i t y ,  nor  any s i t u a t i o n  i n  America e v e r  

f azed  Mrs. Wheeler. She j u s t  took i t .  
P r e s c o t t :  To r e t u r n  t o  M r .  Wheeler a moment: your concept,  

then ,  o f  a u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t  impl ies  real 

s t a t u r e  as a scho la r .  
Mi tche l l :  Yes, I f e l t  t h a t  very  s t r o n g l y .  I d i d n ' t  know 

Greek, b u t  i n  B e r l i n  M r .  Wheeler read  Greek wi th  

h i s  boy, Benjamin, and when we went t o  s e e  t h e  

wonderful Greek vases  i n  t h e  art museum, which 

w a s  r i g h t  nea r  us ,  he j u s t  bubbled with  e x c i t e -  

ment. 
P r e s c o t t :  This  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t  must a l s o  have a pereon-

a l i t y  which makes him a person t h a t  can meet any 

s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  
Mi tche l l :  Yes, and M r .  Wheeler was never  awkward. I t h i n k  

ho never  l o s t  h i s  d i g n i t y .  Nor d i d  he eve r  need, 

as I have known o t h e r  p r e s i d e n t s  to ,  t o  do some- 

t h i n g  t h a t  was a l i t t l e  gauche i n  o rde r  t o  r e l a x  

and keep i n  touch wi th  t h e  "common man." Th i s  

was no e f f o r t  f o r  M r .  Wheeler. He w a s  j u s t  m d e  

t h a t  way. He was always courteous.  
P r e s c o t t :  Did you f i n d  Mr. Wheeler a good a d m i n i s t r a t o r ?  

Mi tche l l :  I don ' t  know too  much about  t h a t  s i d e  of him. 

Ne i the r  do I know about  t h e  money-raising phase 
which now p l a y s  s o  l a r g e  a p a r t  i n  t h e  work of  . a 

a c o l l e g e  p r e s i d e n t .  You s e e ,  I d i d n ' t  go t o  

f a c u l t y  meetings,  .'so I 
. . never  saw him i n  t h a t  



I 

Mitchell: 	 kind of situation, 

Prescott: 	But the growth of the University during his 


presidency would certainly be testimony to 

his getting money from the legislature. 


Mitchell: Yes, and also from individuals. Of course, 

people were devoted to Mr.,Wheeler as a person. 


Speaking of size, growth makes me think of 


another thing. It may not be appropiate, but 

this story makes me think of Mr. Wheeler's 

humor. It was one of the things that relieved 


any situation. I can remember when people 


were bragging about the growth of the Univer- 

sity, which of course was phanomenal, Mr. 


Wheeler would often tell this story of the 

man who went to the side show in the circus 


to see the dwarf. He came out raging and went 


to the manager and said, "You're a cheat; that 


man is no dwarf; he's almost five feet tall." 


And the manager said, "That's what's so won- 

derful about it; he's the biggest dwarf alive." 

[~au~hter]That is the way Mr. Wheeler would 


counter, would get his point'across by an apt 

story.without a real criticism. 


Presoott: 	That takes real skill. 

Mitchell: 	 It takes skill, and it takes nimbleness of mind. 


And I think it takes kindliness, too. 




I n  Germany with the  Wheelers 

P resco t t :  You h a v e . r e f e r r e d  b r i e f l y '  t o  your t r i p  t o  Germany ' 

w i t h .  t he  wheelers. I would l i k e  t o  a sk  you about  

t h i s  t r i p  i n  more d e t a i l .  You were i n v i t e d  t o  g o  

abroad with, the  Wheelers i n  the s u m e r  of 1909? 

Mitchel l :  Yes, 1909 t o  1910. So I wintered i n  Europe. 

P resco t t :  T e l l  u s  something about your experience.  Where-

d id  -you s t ay?  

Mitchell:  We s t ayed  a t  the  Hotel  de Rome, on t h e  Unter den 

Linden n e a r e r  the  Brandenburger Tor than t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  o r  the  A l t e  Schloss. 

Prescot t: Why was Mr. Wheeler going t o  Ber l in?  

Mitchel l :  He w a s  the  Austausch p ro fes so r ,  t h e  exchange 

p ro fes so r ,  t he  second cne. Theodore Roosevel t  
had been the  f irst  one. This  was one of t h e  e a r l y  

exchanges, and an imaginat ive t h i n g  t o  do. M r .  
Wheeler, l i k e  a l l  the Austausch men, had h i s  own 

po in t  of view and was supposed t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  

United S t a t e s .  

Presco t t: Was i t  a long s e r i e s  of l e c t u r e s ?  

Mitchel l :  I th ink  i t  was about t h i r t e e n  t o  four teen .  I 

went t o  a l l  of them. Mr. Wheeler had been i n  

Germany and had g o t t e n  h i s  degree i n  Germany 

( t h i s  was a f t e r  the Wheelers were marr ied)  s o  
they both  spoke German, Mr. Wheeler ' fa r  more 

f l u e n t l y  than Mrs. Wheeler. 
1'11 never f o r g e t  h i s  f irst  l e c t u r e ,  H e  

l e c t u r e d  i n  German, which made a g r e a t  h i t .  H i s  
f i r s t  l e c t u r e  was a t t ended  by a l l  the  important  

people from the court .  I ' d  have t o  check i t  i n  

my d i a r y  t o  g ive  you the exac t  t i t i e  of t h e  
l e c t u r e .  We were a l l  s e a t e d  according t o  rank, 



Mitche l l :  t he  Kaiser and t h e  ~ a i s e r i n  s i t t i n g  i n  f r o n t .  
And t h e  l a d i e s  'of the  c o u r t  on one s i d e  and 

t h e  gentlemen of t he  c o u r t  on the  o ther ,  'Then 

the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  people were i n  one place,  Mrs. 
Wheeler and I were pu t  wel l  up wi th  them. And 

Benjamin was there--I  mustn ' t  f o r g e t  Benjamin, 

he  went wi th  u s  everywhere. Mr. Wheeler d i d n ' t  

seem t o  be i n  t h e  l e a s t  nervous. Mrs. Wheeler 

and I were s o  nervous we could ha rd ly  sit. M r .  

Wheeler t a l k e d  wi th  the  same r e l axed  f e e l i n g  

t h a t  he  talked wi th  at  home; he was j u s t  l i k e  

h imse l f ;  he  came ou t  with  h i s  humorous remarks, 

and he spoke German we l l  enough s o  t h a t  he could 

use c o l l o q u i a l  language and humor. He gave one 

l e c t u r e  on American humor which was very  popular.  

And he gave one on coeducat ion which w a s  s o  

s u c c e s s f u l  t h a t  he  had t o  do a second one. That 

caused a real commotion i n  the  academic world 

there ,  
P r e s c o t t :  The i d e a  u a s  so new t o  them? 

Mi tche l l :  So new t h a t  they  couldn ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  would 

work, Of course  I was a c u r i o s i t y  because I 

was a f e m a l e  dean o r  "dekan." Dekan is  a very 
h igh  honor i n  German and they never  had heard 

of a feminine  one, So they invented a name f o r  
me. I w a s  c a l l e d  F r a u l e i n  Dekanin. 

P r e s c o t t :  Had the  Wheelert. known the  Kaiser from t h e i r  
p rev ious  exper ience  i n  G e r m w ?  

Mi tche l l :  Oh, I don ' t  know about  t h a t ;  I doubt i t  very much. 
I don ' t  see how he could have. I don ' t  s e e  how 

a young s t u d e n t  could have, bu t  I don't  know. H e  
knew Germany i n t i m a t e l y ,  and I always had the  

f e e l i n g  when ue went anywhere--and we d i d  t r a v e l  



Mitchel l :  No, we s t a y e d  a t  t h e  Hotel  de Rome. 

h o t e l  a n d w a s  very p leasant .  I t  had 

I t  was an  o l d  

a l i t t l e  

Rome f o r  h i s  baths.  And a l s o  t h a t ' s  where he p u t  

up h i s  guests..  But we were i n  no sense h i s  pe r sona l  

P r e s c o t t :  
from the un ive r s i ty .  
Did you f e e l  any of t he  t e n s i o n  which was pre-

dominant i n  European p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s  a t  t h a t  time? 

. .̂ .: ..,. ,..?_.., . ,  . .  . . .: ... . . . . . . . .. . .  .. .: .. . .  . . . 



Mitchel l :  s l i g h t e s t  move o r  opinion of  t h e  Kaiser, and t h e  
whole c o u r t  and they seemed t o  be s o  s c a r e d  of 
be ing  "out of  s tep ."  That was p reva len t .  

P re sco t t :  And of  course  you would f e e l  i t ,  coming from 
America. 

Mitchel l :  We f e l t  it .  We f e l t  i t  and we h a t e d  it.  But t h e r e  
were a l s o  q u i t e  a number of t he  p r o f e s s o r s  who f e l t  

t h e  way we did.  I can remember some of  t h e i r  names; 

we dined wi th  a l l  of t hese  people.  I dined wi th  
many h igh  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  too. Well, l e t  me 

r e c a l l  some of  t hese  people who were r e a l l y  a f r a i d  
t h a t  we were going t o  have war and t h a t  t h e  Kaiser  
was going t o  g e t  u s  i n t o  it.  There was P r o f e s s o r  

Penck, P r o f e s s o r  Gier iche ,  P r o f e s s o r  Harnach. There 

were o t h e r s ,  b u t  those a r e  t he  names t h a t  I remember. 

They t o l d  u s  f r a n k l y  t h a t  they  were a f r a i d  t h a t  war 
w a s  on t h e  way, t h a t  they had hea rd  of  t o a s t s  t o  

Der Tag. Now, we heard no th ing  o f  t h a t ,  as w a s  
t r u e  of most of t he  people. And I don ' t  t h i n k  Mr. 
Wheeler took t h e  rumors s e r i o u s l y .  Perhaps  he  

should  have, I don ' t  know. 

P re sco t t :  But t he  p r e s s ,  of course ,  wouldn't c a r r y  any of  i t  
because i t  was a c o n t r o l l e d  press .  

Mitchel l :  Oh, no! And t h e  people t h a t  he w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  a t  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  d i d n ' t  f e e l  it. A t  l e a s t  they  d i d n ' t  

g i v e  u s  any i n d i c a t i o n  of t h a t .  

I was going  t o  t a l k  about  Mr. Wheeler and t h e  

Kaiser .  Mr. Wheeler was o f t e n  asked t o  come up f o r  
informal  t a l k s  wi th  the  Kaiser .  Nothing l i k e  t h a t  

had eve r  happened t o  an American b e f o r e ,  and t h e  

u n i v e r s i t y  people  a s  we l l  as t h e  c o u r t  people  were 
a t w i t t e r .  Now, Y r .  Wheeler always s a i d  t h a t  he f e l t  

t h a t  t h e  Ka i se r  w a s  very  i n t e l l i g e n t  and v e r y  s e r i o u s .  
They t a l k e d  about  s e r i o u s  m a t t e r s ;  they  c e r t a i n l y  



Mitche l l :  were informa1,as he always desc r ibed  the  Kaiser  

as s i t t i n g  on the  arm of a c h a i r  e a t i n g  apples .  Mr. 
Wheeler loved apples .  I can remember one time when 
t h e  Wheelers themselves were go ing  t o  g ive  a b i g  
d inne r ;  they had t d  respond and t h e  Hote l  de Rome 
was very  wel l  equipped t o  do t h a t  kind of thing,  

Well, t h i s  was one of  those  r e t u r n  d inne r s  and 

everybody was i n v i t e d ,  and t h e  day came and i n  t h e  
a f t e rnoon  the  ~ a i s e r  s e n t  down word t h a t  he wanted 

t o  s e e  Mr. Wheeler and have a t a l k  with  him. Some-

times they  had a l i t t l e  supper  up i n  the  Ka i se r ' s  
room. Well, Mrs. Wheeler and I thought,  "Mercy, 

t h i s  is an i n s u l t  t o  our  gues t s ! "  But on t h e  con- 
t r a r y ,  t h e  g u e s t s  were j u s t  t h r i l l e d  t o  know t h a t  

t h e i r  h o s t  was with t h e i r  Kaiser. This  was s o  

f o r e i g n  t o  our  t h ink ing  t h a t ,  f o r  myself ,  I never  

took i t  s e r i o u s l y .  The whole c o u r t  t h i n g  seemed 

l i k e  a show. There wasntf  any Hollywood then; o r  

I would have c a l l e d  i t  "Hollywood." I t  w a s  a l l  s o  

P r e s c o t t :  Did you g e t  t o  know your own age group? 
Mi tche l l :  Only Agnes Harnach. I knew her .  I c a n ' t  s ay  I 

knew h e r  awful ly  we l l ,  b u t  I d i d  go wi th  h e r  t o  

t h e a t r e s  and music; I f i n d  i n  my d i a r y  t h a t  I 

c a l l e d  h e r  a "pre-Raphaeli te g i r l ,  wi th  blonde 
auburn ha i r . "  She was b e a u t i f u l  and she  wanted 

ve ry  much t o  come t o  America f o r  a v i s i t .  And s h e  

was t o  come t o  v i s i t  me, b u t  t h e  war i n t e r f e r e d  

and I never  heard from h e r  a f te rward .  I never 

heard  from a s i n g l e  f r i e n d ,  
P r e s c o t t :  You never  heard from any of t h e  group t h a t  you 
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Sampling Profess ions  f o r  Women, . . 
_. . 

Prescobt:  I n  t a l k i n g  about your profess ional  l i f e ,  Mrs. 
Mi tche l l ,  l e t ' s - g o  back t o  your r e t u r n  f r o q  
Ber l in .  ,Before you l e f t  the Univers i ty  of 
~ a ~ i f . o & i awith t h e  Wheelers f o e  B e r l i n ,  you 

s
 :. ,:.... . .  . . .. , 
' 

had ,i.ndi.cated . .  . 
. .  ., ... 

~ .,
n o t ? : ' ,., :.-. 

you were no t  t o  s t a y  on, had you . . .  . 

~1t c h e l l :  Yes.. I hadnt t s e t  a d e f i n i t e  da te , .  but  I f e l t  
t h a t  i t  'was nbt a. job I wanted t o  spend my l i f e  

in .  And s o  I asked Pres iden t  Wnzeler t o  appoint  

a n  a s s i s t a n t ,  hoping t h a t  she  would prove my 

successor .  This  a s s i s t a n t  w a s  Lucy Ward Stebbins ,  
whom I had known i n  Radc l i f f e ;  she  was a year be- 
hind me a t  Radcl i f fe .  

P resco t t :  You were s t i l l  undecided as t o  what your chief 

i n t e r e s t  i n  l i f e  w a s  going t o  be. 
Mitchell:  Well, I was p r e t t y  s u r e  i t  w a s  going t o  be educat ion,  

but  no t  adminis t ra t ion .  I never have l i k e d  ad- 

m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a l though I 've done a l o t  of it. It's 

been the  f l y  i n  the  ointinak of my p ro fess iona l  l i f e .  

I t  w a s  q u i t e  c l e a r  t o  me t h a t . 1  d i d  n o t w a n t  t o  do 
the  type of th ing  t h a t  I would be doing were I t o  
s t a y  on a t  the University.  

P resco t t :  And a t  t h i s  po in t  you conceived of the  very imagina- 

t i v e  p lan  of going t o  New York t o  f i n d  yourse l f .  
T e l l  u s  about  tha t .  

Mitchell:  If t h a t  was the  "plan," as 'you c a l l  i t ,  i t  was 
unconscious; i t  wasn't my o f f i c i a l  reason. I had 
become extremely concerned about the l ack  of pro-

f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  women excepting i n  the f i e l d  

i 
I 

of teaching. And no t  everybody is equipped t o  be a 
I

I 
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P r e s c o t t :  


Mi tche l l :  


P r e s c o t t :  


Mi tche l l :  


t e a c h e r ,  nor  want3 $0 .be a teacher .  But i t  was 
. . .t he  o n l y  th ing  t h a t  t h e  Univars i  t y  o f f e r e d  t o  . .. 

- .. . 
' 

women.. . And. my' o f f i c i 8 l  reason f o r  r eques t ing  a . . 

Leave, and, I : . f h i n k  . i t  was my. r e a l .  . r e a s o n  too,  

was t o  t r y  t o  e x p l o r e ,  d k f f e r e n t  f idds 'of  work ' , 

.. 

, t ha t  women could e n t e r  ' a d  f o r  which t h e  . .  ' , . 

U n i v e r s i t y  could t r a i n  them. Now t h a t  sounds 

ve ry  naive.  I t  wzs na ive ,  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  as na ive  

as i t  sounds. 

How d i d  you p l an  t o  accomplish t h i s ?  

I f e l t  t h e  only way t h a t  I could r e a l l y  understand 

what a job demanded was t o  do i t  myself  f o r  a t  
l e a s t  a b r i e f  time. If I were t o  plan how t o  

t r a i n  women f o r  t hese  jobs, I myself had t o  know 

what they en t a i l ed .  So I picked o u t  s i x  d i f f e r e n t  

k inds  of = c i a 1  o rgan iza t ions  and t o l d  each t h a t  

I was d i s t r e s s e d  t h a t  women's educa t ion  everywhere 

was s o  narrow, p ro fe s s iona l ly .  I s a i d  I should l i k e  

t o  extend the  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  

f o r  women a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  and I 

wanted t o  exp lo re  t he  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  which might 

be open t o  them. Would they t ake  me on as a 
microscopic  s t a f f  member f c r  t h r e e  weeks o r  s o  and 

l e t  m e  go t o  t h e i r  d i s cuss ions?  Without except ion  

I was welcomed. I th ink  a l l  t hese  people  were 

e q m l l y  concerned about women's.education at  t h a t  

time. 

Le t ' s  l i s t  those o rgan iza t ions  wi th  which you 

worked. 

Well, I went f i r s t  t o  the  Henry S t r e e t  Se t t lement ,  

because I had been g iven  an i n v i t a t i o n  by Miss 
L i l l i a n  Wald t o  come there .  The dramat ic  p a r t  of 

the  Henry S t r e e t  Se t t lement  exper ience  was. going 
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Mitchell:  out  with the  t r a i n e d  purses.  I went with them 

a s  an a s s i s t a n t  nurse and thus  I s a w  much of t h e  

tenements of tho Lower Eas t  Side. 

One unfo rge t t ab le  experience a t  t h e  s e t t l e -

ment was rooming with Florence Kelly,  t h e  g r e a t  
f i g u r e  i n  l abor  problems. She w a s  more of a 
human dynamo than any o ther  person t h a t  I have 

ever  met. We had one f l o o r  of one of t h e  houses, 
one long room. She l i v e d  at one end and I l i v e d  

a t  the  other.  She gave me a r e g u l a r  job a t  h e r  

o f f i c e  and I worked over one small p iece  of l a b o r  

l e g i s l a t i o ~ .  She took me around on her  c a l l s  with 

h e r  and I followed l i k e  a sp ry  shadow. I ' v e  never  

f o r g o t t e n  the  New York t r a f f i c  which seemed t o  me 

t e r r i b l e  then. Now i t  would seem l e i s u r e l y .  But 

Florence Kel*, i f  she  was i n  a hurry,  pa id  very 

l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t r a f f i c .  She would hold up 

h e r  hand and walk ou t  i n t o  the  s t r e e t  and t r a f f i c  

would stop. I ' v e  always s a i d  i t  was l i k e  tho  

I s r a e l i t e s  and the  Red Sea. Everything stopped, 

and I would scauper  a f t e r  Mrs. Rel*. [ ~ a u ~ h t e r ]  

That was her  temperament. 

Prescot t :  La te r  you saw the New York problem through. the  

eyes of a re sea rch  foundation? 

Mitchell:  Yes, with Paul ine  Goldmark, who was one of  the most 

b e a u t i f u l  humarl beings and had one of t h e  l o v e l i e s t  

minds t h a t  I have eve r  known. 

P resco t t :  And t h a t  was where you learned r e a l  r e s p e c t  f o r  

ga the r ing  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  order  t o  so lve  s o c i a l  

p r~b le lus .  

Mitchell:  Yes. I worked with her  on sorce of he r  analyses  of  

case s t u d i e s  and t h a t  was a g r e a t  r e l i e f  t o  me. 
Although i t  was enl ightening ,  i t  wasn't t he  g r e a t  
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Mitchel l :  	 emotional shock t h a t  I g o t  e i t h e r  with  L i l l i a n  
Wald o r  F lo rence  Kelly.  But then I was s o  
ignoran t !  The whole New York ca ree r  w a s  

emotional ,  b u t  t h i s  p a r t  was i n t e l l e c t u a l  r a t h e r  
than emotional.  A t  t h a t  time Pau l ine  Coldmark 
was working on t h e  upper West S ide  i n  t h e  F i f t i e s  
i n  New York. 

A f t e r  I f i n i s h e d  my s tudy  wi th  h e r  I thought  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  know these  same people whom I had met 
only on paper.  So I s igned  up with the  S a l v a t i o n  

Army t o  do f i e l d  work i n  t h e  same a r e a  where I 

had done su rveys  wi th  Paul ine.  O f  a l l  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  among p o i n t s  of view t h a t  I encountered,  
t h a t  was t h e  most dramatic.  I was supposed, of 

course ,  t o  h e l p  t h e s e  people  n o t  only p h y s i c a l l y ,  
bu t  s p i r i t u a l l y .  And P d i d  i t  with  g r e a t  z e a l  
because t h e s e  people  were s o  pa the t i c .  I had 

never  b e f o r e  encountered t h e  poverty  t h a t  I saw 
there .  I had gone through the  tenements when I 

was t h e r e  working wi th  the  nu r se s  at t h e  Henry 
S t r e e t  Se t t l emen t ,  b u t  never d id  I s e e  such  pathe- 

t i c  cases .  Le t  me g i v e  one example: I would be 
t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  woman, who was incurab ly  ill, 
wouid have t o  go t o  t he  poorhouse on Welfare I s l and .  
And I w a s  t o  t a k e  her. The o l d  lady  was t e r r i b l y  
a g i t a t e d .  She knew t h a t  Welfare I s l a n d  meant 
fo reve r ;  she  d i d n ' t  know how bad i t  was going t o  

be,  b u t  she  imagined i t  was going t o  be awful. -
I t  w a s  a d i s g r a c e  as w e l l  as a l i f e  sentence.  
How she  c lung  t o  me! I can remember one of t h e  
t h i n g s  she  s a i d  t o  me. " J u s t  pre.tend you ' re  a 
cous in ,  d e a r i e ,  j u s t  p re tend  you a r e  a cousin.  
I t  h e l p s  s o o m  Well, t h a t  w a s  t he  type of t h i n g  
t h a t  I did. And t h e  poor ch i ld ren ,  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  

-mFF--,- - ' - T - - Y ' - T - T - v ~  , - -* - --	 v--s 
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Mitchel l :  	 almost k i l l e d  me. They,were a very l a r g e  in- 

f l uence  i n  my determining what I should do f o r  

my l i f e ' s  work. 

Prescot t : And next  you went t o  t h e ' p u b l i c  schools?  . 

Mitchel l :  No. I went t o  two o the r  p l aces  i n  between. I 
' went t o  the  Glenns f o r  a l i t t l e  while. They 

were doing 	a d i f f e r e n t  kind of r e s e a r c h  i n  the  

RusseUSage Foundation. I d idnl t g e t  much ou t  

of t h a t .  I a l s o  went t o  Mary Richmond; she  was 
with the  c h a r i t y  organiza t ion .  I was placed i n  

the  department t h a t  was re spons ib l e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  

who had no homes. Most of them were babies.  

During t h i s  time Florence Kel ly ,  who thought of 

. - t h i s  as a waste of time, wouldn't speak t o  me.  

[~ a u ~ h t e r ]  

P resco t t: But your last  few weeks you spen t  with t h e  p u b l i c  

schools?  

Mitchell :  Yes, and t h a t  was with J u l i a  Richman, p r i n c i p a l  of 
a h igh  school  t h a t  was named a f t e r  h e r  fo l lowing  

h e r  death.  There I was not  allowed t o  do anything 

excep t ing  l i s t e n .  That was t r u e  i n  a l l  New York 

schools .  Nobody was allowed t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  and i t  
was a g r e a t  concession t o  a l low me t o  v i s i t  i n  any 

way. I appealed t o  J u l i a  Richman i n  the  same way 

I appealed t o  o thers .  .She was a ve ry  unusual 

person. 

Presco t t: Were you an  observer  i n  t h e  teaching  of classes 

! 
o r  i n  the teacher  t r a i n i n g  c l a s s e s ?  

Mitchel l :  Both, She j u s t  took m e  on as he r  shadow; t h a t ' s  

what they  a l l  did.  I was j u s t  kind of a shadow. 

Most of t h e  time was spen t  i n  a voca t iona l  high 

school .  I was very impressed and decided then 

and t h e r e  t h a t  working with c h i l d r e n  i n  the  pub l i c  

I

I

I
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Mitche l l :  schools  w a s  t h e  work which I r e a l l y  wanted t o  do.. 
Aside from t h e s e  p r . a f e s s ~ o n a l  exper iences ,  I . 

enjoyed a s o c i a l  whixl s u c h ' a s  I had never  ex-

per ienced  before .  This- came through John Graham 

Brooks, who v i s i t e d  m e  i n  my Berkeley home. He 

in t roduced  and ' s e n t  me t o  L i l l i a n  Wald, and a l s o  

s e n t  l e t t e r s  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  o t h e r  friends-- 

people  l i k e  Miss Morgan, who took me t o  h e r  c l u b  

t o  meet L i l l i a n  Russe l l .  [ ~ a u g h t e r ]  You can1t 
imagine the  pace. I c a n ' t  even remeaber a11 t h e  

names. 

There w a s  a Yiddish newspaper e d i t o r  ( Mosko-

v i t c h  ) who w a s  l i v i n g  a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  house. 

He took me t o  luncheon with  a l o t  o f  Jewish news- 

paper people,  and they  always addressed  me as 

"Miss Gent i le , "  i n  which l i g h t  I had never  thought  

of  myself before .  I had never  r e a l l y  and t r u l y  

thought of Jew o r  G e n t i l e  as r e p r e s e n t i n g  any th ing  

o t h e r  than r e l i g i o n .  And they would a s k  m e  about  

t h e  G e n t i l e  p r e s s ,  and t h e  G e n t i l e  t h i s  and t h a t .  

They j u s t  threw t h i s  word at me. 

Marriage t o  D r .  Wesley Clair M i  tchell--1912 

Presco t t , :  You were a l s o  making a d e c i s i o n  as t o  your marriage 

t o  D r .  Mi t che l l  a t  t h i s  t ime, weren ' t  you? 

Mi tche l l :  Yes. Our f r i e n d s h i p  had had a n  i n t e r r u p t i o n ,  q u i t e  

a long  i n t e r r u p t i o n .  The summer before  I went t o  

New-York, we. were members of  t h e  same p a r t y  t h a t  

went t o  the  S i e r r a ;  i t  w a s  my first t r i p  t o  t h e  . "' 

S e a .  I had never  been a b l e  t o  go any here i n  

t h e  summertime. I had always gone down t o  

Pasadena t o  take  c a r e  of my f a t h e r .  

P r e s c o t t :  Then i t  w a s  a r a t h e r  prolonged cour t sh ip .  
-
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Mitche l l :  
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P r e s c o t t : 
' 

Mitche l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi tche l l :  

P r e s o c t t i  

Mi tche l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  
Mi tche l l :  

Yes and no. Robin had f irst  asked me t o  marry 

h i n  . f ou r  y e a r s  be fo r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  h a d  been a' 

. ... . , . .. 
r e a l l y  long  per iod, :dur : ing wh'ich. n e i t h e r  of  .us ' 

. . . .. . 

were c o n s i d e r i n g  i t .  W e  were 'mar r ied. .. . .<; 
. .1912. . . . 

. 

.. 
.. 

. . .  
.. \.... . 

., . .  . .: . . . .  . . . . . .. .  . . .  

Yout ve documented t he  hbneymoon a n d  
. . 

May,,8, 
. . 

ex-

pe r i ence  i n  Europk so . v e i l  i n " ~ w o ' ~ i v e s' t h a t  
.. -

we ' l l  l e a v e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  time being. 
Yes, I shou ld  n o t  l i k e  t o  go over  i t  a l l  aga in .  

I n f l u e n c e  o f  John Deweg I 
L e t t s  go back t o  your t r a i n i n g  y o u r s e l f  f o r  your  I 
p r o f e s s i o n  i n  New York. You came back t o  New I 
York from your  European honeymoon and your  

husband w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  Columbia Un ive r s i t y .  

Yes. Not a t  f irst ,  bu t  i t  d i d n t t  t ake  ve ry  l o n g  

t o  become l o c a t e d .  

And q u i t e  soon you found y o u r s e l f  drawn a g a i n  
' i n t o  some phase  of educa t ion .  Did you t ake  c o u r s e s  

a t  Columbia Univer . s i ty?  
Well,  I wasnt t drawnj I went w i th  a ve ry  d e f i n i t e  

aim. I wanted t o  t r y  t o  be a t e a c h e r  o f  c h i l d r e n .  

The work t h a t  I had enjoyed r a p t u r o u s l y  i n  C a l i f o r -  

n i a  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  was teaching.  I have a lways  

enjoyed t e a c h i n g  and I wanted t o  t each ,  and I 

wanted t o  t e a c h  c h i l d r e n .  Yes, whi le  I w a s  t r y i n g  

t o  g e t  a cqua in t ed  w i th  New York, which is r e a l l y .  

q u i t e  an  ass ignment '  f o r  s person  who has  neve r  
been t h e r e  e x c e p t i n g  as a t o u r i s t ,  I took  one cou r se  

w i th  Dewey, whom I had known f o r  a long  time. 

You had known him from t h e  Chicago days. 
Yes, and I t h i n k  t h a t  Dewey r e a l l y  t u rned  m e  i n  
t he  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  as much as any o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e .  



Mitche l l :  

'Prescott: 

Mitchel l :  

Prescot t: 

Mitchel l :  


He gave me a vocabulary even when I w a s  f i f t e e n .  

H i s  s choo l  was c a l l e d  a l a b o r a t o r y  school .  I 
don ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was ano the r  such school  f o r  

c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  a t  t h a t  time. 

Now you met him aga in  i n  New York as a t e a c h e r ,  

and you were then  an a d u l t .  D i d  you s t i l l  f i n d  

him i n s p i r i n g ?  
Yes I d id .  . I  t h i n k  the  remarkable t h i n g  about  . I  
him is  t h e  number of people  i n  d i f f e r e n t  areas I 
whom he has  s t imula ted .  My husband, of course ,  I

I 
w a s  an  economist ,  b u t  he g o t  an  enormous amount 

from Dewey, wi th  whom he s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

of Chicago. He took Dewey's t h ink ing ,  t h e  atti-. I 
tude toward human beings ,  and a p p l i e d  i t  t o  h i s  I 
a r e a ,  economics. I f i n d  t h a t  o t h e r s  d i d  t h e  same 

thing.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I should  c a l l  myself a 

fo l l ower  of  Dewey, b u t  he s t i m u l a t e d  me t o  a 
k ind  of new, f r e s h  a t t i t u d e .  I d o n ' t  know what 

t o  c a l l  i t  o t h e r  than an a t t i t u d e  toward people ,  I 
o r  c h i l d r e n  and people t oge the r .  

I n  Chicago he was working wi th  Mrs. Dewey? 

Yes, Mrs. Dewey w a s  t he  p r a c t i c a l  d i r e c t o r  of 

t he  l a b o r a t o r y  school.  One o f  t h e  f irst  t h i n g s  

we d i d ,  when we organized t h e  Bureau of  Educa t iona l  

Experiments,  was t o  a s k  Mrs. Dewey i f  she  would 

work wi th  u s  on t he  r e c o r d s  t h a t  she  had kept.  

These r e c o r d s  had never been publ ished.  So I 
worked wi th  he r  on he r  r e c o r d s  f o r  q u i t e  a while ,  

b u t  we never  publ i shed  them because Mrs. Dewey, 

though one of  t h e  g r e a t  women t h a t  I have known, 

was d i f f i c u l t  inasmuch as she  never  ques t i oned  

t h a t  she was r i g h t ,  and she wanted u s  t o  do j u s t  

what she wanted. And what s h e  wanted was j u s t  -





BANK STREET COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Orgznizing the  Bureau of Educat ional  Experiments 

P resco t t :  A l l  t h i s  t r a i n i n g ,  which w a s  t o  prepare you f o r  

your work as an educator ,  lacked s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  

d i d n 9 t  it? 
Mitchell:  You see ,  I knew I wanted t o  f i n d  out  about ch i ld ren ,  

and I wanted very much t o  g e t  i n t o  the  publ ic  schools ,  
and I was naive enough t o  th ink  t h a t  I could. The 

only p lace  t h a t  I could g e t  i n  w a s  i n  what they 

c a l l e d  the #'ungraded" c l a s s e s  o r  "opportuni ty" 

c l a s ses .  For a while they were c a l l e d  the  "low 

IQ" classes .  They had j u s t  been s t a r t e d  i n  New 

York City and they needed volunteers  as helpers .  

worked with Miss F a r r e l l ,  the  head of t h a t  department. 

She w a s  c e r t a i n l y  a wonderful person. She l e t  me 

handle the  ch i ld ren ,  which involvedcbing many things.  

I learned t o  t e s t  t h e i r  eyes; I went t o  an o c u l i s t  

and got  t r a i n e d  f o r  t h i s .  I learned t o  t e s t  t h e i r  

e a r s ;  I went t o  an a u r i s t  and g o t  t r a ined  f o r  t h a t .  

I went to  Alexander on pos ture ,  and I did pos ture  

exe rc i ses  with them. 
A l i t t l e  l a t e r  I worked with Freder ick  E l l i s ,  

then a t  the Neurologica.1 I n s t i t u t e ,  on experimental-

t e s t s  f o r  t h e  ucgraded chi ldren .  This  w a s  done i n  

a publ ic  school. S t i l l  l a t e r ,  I go t  permission t o  
give var ious  types of t e s t s  t o  ch i ld ren  i n  f i v e  

schools  loca ted  i n  very  d i f f e r e n t  neighborhoods. 
Beardsley 

I 



w a s  organized? 


Mitchel l :  . Y e s ,  and i n  1950, when we were g ran ted  t h e  r i g h t  t o  


. . 



Mitche l l :  c r azy  t o  me, and i t  r e a l l y  w a s .  So I had t h i s  
plan.  It was a p l an  t h a t  grew ou t  of my v i s i t  
t o  New' York. I c a l l e d  i t  a v i s i o n ,  and I t h i n k  
t h a t  was a good name f o r  i t  because I never  had  

any i d e a a t h a t  i t  could r e a l l y  ma te r i a l i ze .  I . 

envisaged a schoo l  where t h e  s t a f f  had v a r i o u s  

s p e c i a l i s t s  on i t  who were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  ob- 

s e r v i n g  each c h i l d  and who would pool  t h e i r  
in format ion  and work toward a school  program b e s t  

f i t t e d  t o  meet t h e  needs of t he se  ch i ld r en .  Now 

t h a t  was a v i s i o n  t h a t  I brought wi th  me t o  N e w  
York. And one of  t h e  f irst  t h i n g s  t h a t  I d i d  

when I g o t  t o  New York was t o  go t o  t h e  P u b l i c  

Educat ion Assoc i a t i on  and o f f e r  myself as an 
igno ran t  vo lun teer .  I was pu t  on as an a s s i s t a n t  

t o  H a r r i e t  Johnson, head of  an experiment c a l l e d  

" v i s i t i n g  teachers ."  That was a job t h a t  she  had 

invented ,  and i t  meant being t h e  l i a i s o n  between 

the .  home and t h e  school  i n  t h e  ca se s  of d i f f i c u l t  

ch i l d r en .  Th i s  was t h e  f i r s t  move t h a t  had been 

made i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  Of course ,  H a r r i e t  
Johnson was one of  the  g r e a t e s t  women t h a t  I have 

known. (The l is t  would i n c l u d e  A l i c e  Freeman 
Palmer, Jane  Addams and H a r r i e t  ~ o h n s o n . )  .Now 

H a r r i e t ,  and I as he r  a s s i s t a n t ,  v i s i t e d  homes 

as. we l l  as schools .  So he re  I was' in t roduced  n o t  

on ly  t o  t h e  school  and t o  t h e  t eache r s ,  b u t  t o  t h e  

homes of t h e  ch i ld ren .  I had t o l d  H a r r i e t  q u i t e  

e a r l y  of t h i s  v i s i o n  of mine, and she  was a l l  f o r  

i t .  So when we d i d  organize  t h e  Bureau o f  Educa- 

t i o n a l  Experiments, she l e f t  h e r  work wi th  t h e  

P u b l i c  Educat ion Assoc i a t i on  t o  come wi th  u s  f u l l  
time, and became the  d i r e c t o r  of our  f i r s t  nu r se ry  



Presco t t :  	 Your husband played a very in t ima te  p a r t  i n  t h i s ?  
Mitchell:  	 Yes. He w a s  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  scheme. H e  

himself was one of the  people who bel ieved very 
s t rong ly  i n  the  group. a t t a c k .  A l i t t l e  l a t e r  he 
organized the  National aureau of Economics as a 

working group and the re  he w a s  the d i r e c t o r  of 
research .and a l s o  was a s t a f f  member. That is, 
he w a s  a working d i rec to r .  So n a t u r a l l y  he  ap- 
proved t h i s  group idea. H i s  he lp  was invaluable  

when it  came t o  handling our records  of chi ldren.  
These records  included both numerical measurements 
and behavior records. He had faced a somewhat 

similar problem i n  h i s  work on business cycles.  
There he  had worked out  new methods of hamdling 
records  of human behavior ,e i ther  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
o r  n o n - s t a t i s t i c a l l y , i n  a way which would throw 

l i g h t  upon a sequence of events  i n  business cycles .  
P resco t t :  	 Cer ta in ly  t h i s  plan must have posed a r e a l  f i n a n c i a l  

problem. 
Mitchell:  	 This  scheme of mine? Well, of course the answer 

t o  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  quest ion w a s  one of the  dramatic 

i n c i d e n t s  i n  my l i f e .  I n  some ways I have l i v e d  a 

dramatic l i f e ;  I r e a l l y  don' t  know whether a l l  

l i v e s  a r e  as dramatic a s  mine has been o r  not.  Well, 
Robin, my husband, and H a r r i e t  and I had t a lked  and 

cousin, r e a l l y  my double cousin, El izabeth  Sprague 

Coolidge (we had the same grandparents  on both 
s i d e s )  had 	i n h e r i t e d  l a r g e  amounts of money a f t e r  

the death of her  pa ren t s  and her  husband. She was 

a musician and her  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  was i n  music, bu t  
she knew i t  would take time t o  start anything t h a t  
represented  what she wanted t o  do i n  music. So she 



t o  do something f o r  educat ion.  ' B u t  I d o n ' t  know 

any scheme t h a t  you approve of f o r  t e n  y e a r s  if 
you w i l l  promise n o t  t o  make me t r y  t o  unders tand 

more 	a s t o n i s h i n g  remark! 
Harriet and Robin and I worked f a s t  t o  g e t  

i n  numerous p l a c e s ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  f o r  t h i s  

very  s i g n i f i c a n t .  J u s t  how d i d  you b u i l d  a cu r r i cu -

w i t h i n  t h e  framework of our  Bureau. I t  w a s  com-

was composed of a m e d i c a l  d o c t o r ,  a s o c i a l  worker, . 

. . . .  



l 

Mitchs l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  
Mitchel l :  

P re sco t t :  

Mitchel l :  

School,  where we were going t o  work with the  o lde r  
c h i l d r e n  and a couple of p a r e n t s ,  a l l  t o  work 
toge the r .  We had no p res iden t .  We had a chairman. 
I f e l t ,  and the  o t h e r s  agreed with me, t h a t  a cha i r -
man is  more r e a d i l y  accepte.d as a member of t he  

staff than  a pres ident .  And I w a s  chairman. The 
chairman had t o  do a l o t  of t he  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
work because we had no p res iden t .  Now our job 
was t o  have a l l  of these  people  s tudy  t h e  same 
ch i ld ren .  And we worked toge the r  bo th  on the  
r eco rds  and on the  k ina  of environment t h a t  a c h i l d  

needed at home and i n  the  school ,  
How o l d  were the  ch i ld ren?  
A t  f i rs t  the  ch i ld ren  were ve ry  l i t t l e .  We thought 
we would do b e t t e r  t o  begin wi th  the  very young c h i l d ,  
and our f irst  ch i ld ren  were taken as soon as they 

g o t  t h e i r  l egs ,  
Was t h a t  two yea r s  old? 

For  t h e  most pa r t ,  But some o f  them were as young 
as e igh teen  months, though these  were very few, I 

don ' t  remember how many t h e r e  were at first,  b u t  
no t  more than ten ,  I th ink ,  i n  the  first group, And 

H a r r i e t  Johnson was the  first person t o  take records  
of a c h i l d  i n  a group and a l s o  of t he  group as a 

un i t .  There had been s o  few reco rds  of c h i l d r e n  

over a long  span, 
H a r r i e t ' s  were r e a l  behavior  records ,  Each 

s p e c i a l i s t  a l s o  took records .  T te  psychologis t  
took records ;  I went i n  and took r eco rds  on t h e  

c h i l d r e n ' s  language; t he  doc to r  made sys t ema t i c  
examinations; the  s o c i a l  worker mad.e r eco rds  of 
t he  home; And then we would have meetings on one 

/ 



Mitchell: child after another, andlater on one age-group 

after another. And we came to talk not so much 

about the age as about what we called the 

"maturity level." 

Presco t t: The- level at which they could do certain things? 

Mitchell: Yes, we were trying .to work out what was to be 

expected of the average child at a given age, 
I
I 

but also the maturity level of an individual 

child which might be above or below his chrono- 
logical age. Do you think it's worth-while 

I 

giving you an illustration? 

Presco t t: Oh yes, please do. 

Mitchell: Harriet Johnson, with these babies--really, they 

were just babies--Harriet had many toddlers pulling 

a wagon and getting the wheel caught. She never 

had a toddler of twenty months do anything excepting 

either throw a fit or pull and pull and then drop 

it. At twenty-four months ste never had a child 
who would not turn around and look and investigate 

what was keeping the wheel from turning. 

Prescott: And try to solve it? 

Mitchell: And try to solve it. Now those different behaviors 

were what we would call maturity levels. I'm just 

giving you an early illustraticn. Later, we had 

recorders on spe.cia1 activities: one worked 

especially on block building. Harriet Johnson 

worked on that; she.wrote a fascinating book,on. 

the development of design and representation in 

block building in nursery school children. In her 

work with the student teachers she often had them 

experiment with blocks. We had a recorder on- 

children's language, Ye had Barbara Biber, who 



P r e s c o tt: 


Mi t che l l :  


P r e s c o t t :  


Mi t che l l :  


P r e s c o t t: 


Mi t che l l :  


P r e s c o t t :  


Mi t che l l :  


began wi th  u s  as a r e c o r d e r  on c h i l d r e n ' s  drawing. 

' She h a s  been f o r  many, many y e a r s  t h e  head of. our  

. r e s e a r c h  department.. 

And t h e n  from the se  r e c o r d s  you would evo lve  a 
cur r icu lum? 

We would evo lve  a t e n t a t i v e  p l an ,  and keep r e c o r d s  

o f  t h o s e  i d e a s  which proved most s u c c e s s f u l .  

Harriet took r e c o r d s  n o t  on ly  of c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  she  

took  r e c o r d s  of  any new t h i n g  t h a t  was in t roduced ,  

such  as a toy  o r  a swing. She took r e c o r d s  on who 

used  i t  and how many t imes  i t  was used.  Records 

o f  t h i s  type  had never  been kept .  You'd f i n d  one 

t h i n g  would be ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  one c h i l d ,  who 

would be d e l i g h t e d ,  bu t  would nave no appea l  t o  

ano the r .  Even tua l l y  you would d i s c o v e r  what t oys  

b rought  abou t  group play.  

Your husband c e r t a i n l y  must have been h e l p f u l  i n  

c o r r e l a t i n g  t h e s e  obse rva t i ons .  

H e  was h e l p f u l  on t h e  r eco rds ;  he w a s  absorbed.  

And he  had c h i l d r e n ,  which c e r t a i n l y  added t o  h i s  

interest.  
I presume you observed your  own c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  

home. 

Yes, I even k e p t  r e c o r d s  of each c h i l d  a l l  o f  t h e  

time. T h i s  was c h i e f l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  language 

development. 
A t  t h e  t ime you were do ing  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  

i n  your  Bureau,  what was t h e  s t a t u s  of  r e s e a r c h  i n  

o t h e r  expe r imen t a l  s choo l s ?  

There wasn ' t  any t o  speak  of .  

A t t e n t i o n  was c e n t e r e d  on c h i l d r e n  by two 

d i f f e r e n t  g roups  wi th  ve ry  d i f f e r e n t  purposes  and 

methods. The exper imenta l  s c h o o l  g roup  were a mot ley 



Mitche l l :  l o t .  Most of them were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what c h i l d r e n  
' 

g o t  0u.t  of l i f e  i n  s c h o o l ,  which ' inc luded both  ,con- 
. . 

. . 

-: .  

-t e n t  . o f f e r e d  t o  them i n t h e  c u i ~ i c u l u m  a n d  t h e  . . .' 

. . ., .  . .. . 

. . .  
. i b $ e l l e c t u a l. and :.emotional r e sponse  of t h e  c h i l d r e n .  . . :. 

. . 

y e t  I wouJ.4' h e s i t a t .&  t o  c a l l  - e x p ~ ~ ~ m k n t s '  in : many . :,'". 

_ of t h e s e  s c h o o l s  " research t '  s i n c e  t hey  kep t  no re-
~. . . .cords. .  The o t h e r  group ' s tudying c h i l d r e n  were . . - . ".' ,. .  

. . , .>;.  . '  
. ., 

. 
, .  . . -. . '  

.'. . r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e s . .  A s  f a r  as. I know, we were . I . _  . , .>.. 

. 

. ,;. < ' .~ 

. . 
. t h e  f irst  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to :combine  bo th  groups  i n  a . . .. 

s t u d y  o f  chi ldren. .  Th.e e a r l y  i n s t i t u t e s  were organ- . ., 

. . .  . . . 

i z e d  ta fo l l ow  ffieth0.d~ t h a t  had been used i n  t h e  . . '  . . .,, 

p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e s ;  t h a t  i s ,  t o  t a k e  e x a c t  measure- 

ments o f  c h i l d r e n ,  and what cou ld  n o t  be measured 

was s imply  l e f t  out .  They began w i t h  p h y s i c a l  

'measurements,  s i n c e  these.  seemed t h e  s imp le s t .  t o  

make. Even h e r e  t hey  r a n  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  One 

i n s t a n c e  was r e a l l y  ve ry  s t r i k i n g .  When t h e  r e s e a r c h  

i n s t i t u t e  i n  Iowa wanted t o  measure.  c h i l d r e n ' s  

p h y s i c a l  growth,  t h e  - c h i l d r e n  wiggled and they  would 

appea r  t o  grow one day and s h r i n k  t h e  next .  So  t h e  

r e s e a r c h  s t a f f  pu t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  c a s t s  i n  o r d e r  

t o  measure them. That  is, , t h e y  knew t h e  c h i l d r e n  

wiggled,  b u t  wigg l ing  seemed un impor tan t  bec&se 

t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  be measured. And t hey  knew t h a t  i t  
was an  emot iona l  s t r a i n  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  you 

c o u l d n ' t  measure t h a t ,  s o  t h a t  was d i s regarded .  

Sc i ence  ought t o  be obeyed,  and s c i e n c e  h a s  measure- 

ments. Now, = ca r ed ,  r e a l l y ,  more abou t  t h e  wiggle 

and  t h e  emot iona l  s t r a i n  t han  we ca r ed  about  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  growth. 

But t he  d i f f i c u l t y  w a s  how t o  u s e  behav ior  

r e c o r d s .  The problem was how t o  p u t  them i n t o  a 
form t h a t  woald show growth, ar.d t h u s  cou ld  be 

compared w i t h  o t h e r  growth r e c o r d s .  We had 

.-



Mitche l l :  psychologis t  a f t e r  p sycho log i s t ,  bu t  none of  them 

wa'nted t o  t a c k l e  t h e  problem o f  behavior  r eco rds ;  

i t  d ldn '  t seem impor tan t  t o  them. 

F i n a l l y  Barbara  Biber  came. I n  t h e  s t u d y  . 

which she  d i d  i n  h e r  e a r l y  yea r s  wi th  us--she w a s  

j u s t  o u t  of c o l l e g e  with  h e r  mas t e r ' s  degree--

s h e  f i r s t  ana lyzed  succes s ive  s t a g e s  of behavior  

i n  l e a r n i n g  a g iven  s k i l l  and c a l l e d  t h e s e  stages 

maturi . ty l e v e l s .  She used c h i l d r e n ' s  drawings t o  
ana lyze  t he  s u c c e s s i v e  s t a g e s  through which 

c h i l d r e n  grew i n  s k i l l  and i n  purpose. The ve ry  
young c h i l d r e n  s c r i b b l e d  c l e a r  a c r o s s  t h e  page 

and o f f  t h e  page. Then t h e y ' l l  begin t o  make 

s p o t s .  A f t e r  a while--and t h i s  is d i s t i n c t l y  a 

new stage--they s e e  t he  l i m i t a t i o n  of  t h e  page 

and they a c c e p t  t h i s  l im i tpe t i on  as a framework, 

and work w i t h i n  it.  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  

how even drawing r e v e a l s  t he  s t a g e  of t h e  m a t u r i t y  

of  the  young c h i l d .  I f  he  wants t o  draw a f a c e ,  

very  o f t e n  he w i l l  draw a rough c i r c l e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

t h e  f a c e  and then  draw t h e  eyes  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  f a c e .  

Now, no c h i l d  t h i n k s  t he  eyes  a r e  r e a l l y  o u t s i d e  of 

t h e  f a c e ,  bu t  he t h i n k s  "face"  f i r s t ,  and t h e n  he 

t h i n k s  Iteyes. One at  a time, you see ,  f o r  a t  t h i s  

age he doesn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c a r r y  over t h e  r e l a t i o n -

s h i p  between f a c e  and eyes.  S i m i l a r i l y ,  many o f  

t h e  c h i l d r e n  draw something t h a t  they c a l l  a house 

and then  they p u t  a c h a i r  o r  a bed way o u t s i d e  o f  

t he  house. From such s t u d i e s  i n  v a r i o u s  behav io r  

s i t u a t i o n s  we worked o u t  s t a g e s  of development n o t  

on ly  i n  terms o f  ages ,  b u t  i n  terms of m a t u r i t y  

l e v e l s ,  which a r e  much broader  than age l e v e l s .  

P r e s c o t t :  Was t h e r e  a g r e a t  v a r i a t i o n  of age w i t h i n  t h a t  
. . . . . . 
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Sometimes. Usually not  a g r e a t  v a r i a t i o n ,  but 

more than.was recognized i n  the  schoo l  s i t u a t i o n .  

Was t h e r e  a' d i r e c t  c o r r e l a t i o n  between the  soci.0- 

economic pos f t ion  of the family and accomplish- 
. . 

ment? ., -. 
. I 

Well, we 'trigd t o  work ou t  the  i n f l u e n c e  of 

s o c i a l  environment. We have always known, of 

course ,  t h a t  the re  w a s  a c e r t a i n  amount of e f f e c t  

r e f l e c t e d  from the  s o c i a l  and economic p o s i t i o n  
of the  family,  but  only now a r e  we doing a s tudy 

which should show t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  more c l ea r ly .  

Do you consider  the IQa s a f e  guide?  

This  w a s  one of the s t u d i e s  which we d i d  i n  the  

e a r l y  days, but i t  w a s  never published because the  

man who d i d  i t ,  Freder ick  E l l i s ,  who came t o  u s  

from the  neurologica l  i n s t i t u t e ,  w a s  a per fec t ion-

ist. If the re  is anything t h a t  i s awfu l  t o  have 

on your s t a f f ,  i t ' s  a p e r f e c t i o n i s t .  They a r e  

never s a t i s f i e d .  But Mr. E l l i s  began an in tens ive  

a n a l y s i s  of the IQ. And of course,  as we know now, 

he found t h a t  the  IQ is not  made up of one s i n g l e  

a b i l i t ' y ,  but  is a composite of d i f f e r e n t  a b i l i t i e s  

with a very i r r e g u l a r  sky l ine  on a c h a r t .  The 
language score  may go way down; o t h e r  sco res  may 

go way up. And we found t h a t  a development l i k e  

language, f o r  ins t ance ,  w a s  very much a f f e c t e d  by 

t h e  home s i t u a t i o n .  And the IQtest i t s e l f  w a s  -

d i sp ropor t iona te ly  weighted by language development. 
He a l s o  found t h a t  the  reading speed was dependent 

on many f a c t o r s .  These f ind ings  changed our 

a t t i t u d e  toward learning.  Growth i n  an  ind iv idua l  

became more important than h i s  a c t u a l  achievement. 



. .: 

. . 

s t o r i e s ,  b u t  s h e  d i d n ' t  want me t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  
. . 

were v e r y  e a g e r  t o  keep r e c o r d s  and t o  u s e  o u r  

h e r  s c h o o l  f o r  our  s t u d y  o f  c h i l d r e n .  

Teacher E d u c a t i o n  

of t h e  p l a n  o f  t h e  Bureau,  though i t  took u s  two 

. . . . 

*.,..' 'r 
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Also we moved t o  e n l a r g e  our  nu r se ry  s choo l  and 
t o  p rov ide  more space  f o r  our  r e sea rch .  We 

'en l a rged  ol;r n u r s e r y  s choo l  through age f i v e ;  
we d i d n ' t  do t h a t  be fore  because we used t h e  

C i t y  and .Country Sc.hoo1 c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  f o u r s  and 
f i v e s .  We had a l r e a d y  found i n  ou r  work, b e f o r e  
we moved, t h a t  t h e r e  were numerous s c h o o l s  t r y i n g  

t o  f i n d  ou t  what t o  do, f e e l i n g  t h a t  something 
was wrong wi th  p u b l i c  s choo l  methods and a t t i t u d e s .  
Our Bureau l i b r a r y  became a meet ing ground of  a 

l o t  of  t he se  r e s t l e s s  schoois .  I t h i n k  they  r e a l l y  

should  be c a l l e d  exper imenta l  s c h o o l s  r a t h e r  than 

l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  school  movement. That  

word "progress ive"  was ve ry  r e s t r i c t i v e  t o  beg in  

with. I t  l a t e r  covered a wide gamut o f  people ,  

from a n a r c h i s t s  who thought any amount of freedom 
was good, t o  people  who thought hav ing  d o l l s  i n . t h e  

k inde rga r t en  was r a d i c a l .  We made a su rvey  o f  

twelve e a r l y  s c h o o l s  i n  our  f irst  y e a r ;  on ly  t h r e e  

of  them surv ived .  But t h e  group wi th  whom we 

worked decided t h a t  we needed a t e a c h e r s 1  educa t i on  

school.  They wanted i t  f o r  t h e i r  own schools .  The 

d i r e c t o r s  of  t h e s e  e i g h t  coope ra t i ng  s c h o o l s  he lped  

t o  p l a n  such a schoo l  and asked u s  t o  conduct  it. 
We p l aced  our  e a r l y  s t u d e n t  t e ache r s ,  a l l  o f  whom 

were c o l l e g e  g r adua t e s ,  w i th  t he se  schools .  

For  a number o f  y e a r s  d i r e c t o r s  of t h e s e  

s choo l s  r o t a t e d  on our  p lann ing  group who d i s c u s s e d  
and dec ided  t h e  curr iculum.  I n  1930, our  f i rs t  

yea r ,  we had no s t u d e n t  t eachers ;  i n s t e a d  we con-

ducted cou r se s  f o r  a l l  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e s e  e i g h t  
schools .  I gave two; one was what we used t o  ca l l  
t h e  course  i n  environment, i n  which I s , t r e s s e d  how 

t o  u se  t h e  environment i n  t he  cur r icu lum f o r  



.,. 
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c h i l d r e n ;  t h e  o t h e r  was i n  l a n g u q e ,  which 

s t r e s s e d  t h e  l a n g u a g e - o f  c h i l d r e n  and  w r i t i n g  f o r  

c h i l d r e n .  A f t e r  we began p l a c i n g  s t u d e n t s  f o r  

p r a c t i c e  t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e s e  s c h o o l s ,  J e s s i e  S t a n t o n  

became t h e  c o n s u l t a n t  f o r  t h e  g r o u p s  th rough  age 

s i x ,  and I became t h e  one f o r  t h e  o l d e r  groups .  

We met w i t h  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  a l l  of t h e s e  s c h o o l s  

r e g u l a r l y  and a l s o  took over  classes once i n  a 

w h i l e  when a t e a c h e r  wanted u s  t o ,  and d i s c u s s e d  

h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  c u r r i c u l u n  i n  h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  

environment.  I made r e a l l y  q u i t e  a b i g  s u r v e y  
o f  my own o f  t h e  environment of  t h e s e  s c h o o l s .  

Were t h e s e  s c h o o l s  a l l  i n  New York? 

No. Our first t h e o r y ,  which was p e r f e c t l y  sound 

b u t  d i d n ' t  work o u t  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  was t h a t  we 

wanted a c i t y ,  a suburban,  and a r u r a l  s c h o o l  

because  t h e  environments  were s o  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  

and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s c h o o l  c o u l d  

open up t o  c h i l d r e n  were s o  d i f f e r e n t .  And we a l s o  

f e l t  t h a t  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  would keep u s  f rom g e t t i n g  

s n o o t y ,  which was one of  o u r  h o r r o r s .  I mean g e t t i n g  

hardened i n t o  a n  a t t i t u d e  of  "We know t h e  way." But 

we found t h i s  p l a n  w a s  t o o  w a s t e f u l  of  t i m e  and  en- 

e r g y ,  b o t h  t o  t h e  staff and t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  because  

t h e  s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s  were i n  t h e  s c h o o l  room f o u r  

days and t h e n  w i t h  u s  f o r  two days. A t  f i rst  w e  

had one s c h o o l  way down i n  Flowertown o u t s i d e  of  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  It' was c a l l e d  Carson Col lege .  I t  . 
w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  a c o l l e g e ,  i t  was a home f o r  orphan 

g i r l s .  They a l s o  took gir ls  a s s i g n e d  t o  them by 

t h e  c o u r t  whose p a r e n t s  were judged u n s u i t a b l e  t o  

t a k e  c a r e  o f  them. Our e x p e r i e n c e  h e r e  r e v e a l e d  a 

v e r y  , i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g .  A s  t h e  s c h o o l  was h e l d  on 

t h e i r  grounds ,  t h e s e  g i r l s  had v e r y  l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  

w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  world ,  and more t h a n  a n y t h i n g  i n  

. -.  
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t h e  world .  they wanted t o  be l i k e  everybody e l s e .  

So f i n a l l y  t he  s choo l  was c lo sed  a n d - t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  

went t o  t h e  p u b l i c  school .  The i r  grounds,  which 

were b e a u t i f u l ,  b i g  grounds,  were opened f o r  s o c i a l  

e v e n t s  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  the  town 

c h i l d r e n .  The nu r se ry  s choo l  was s t i l l  run  on t h e  

grounds.  I t ' s  very  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  how much of 

t h e  knowledge t h a t  we now t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d  about  

c h i l d r e n  h a s  a l l  been d i scovered  i n  my l i f e t i m e .  
A s  you went a long,  you found t h a t  you had t o  pay 

more and more a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of  t e ache r s ,  
a idn ' t you? 

Yes, on ly  we p r e f e r  t o  s ay  t h e  "education1' o f  

t e a c h e r s  r a t h e r  than  " t r a i n i n g .  " Ve s t a r t e d ,  as I 

have s a i d ,  what we c a l l e d  t h e  Cooperat ive  School 

f o r  Teachers.  Do you know why we had t o  g i v e  up 

t h a t  name? ~ e c a u s e  two f e d e r a l  depar tments  com- 

p l a ined .  "Cooperative" means t h a t  you s h a r e  t he  

p r o f i t .  And they t o l d  u s  we were break ing  the  

l a w .  So we j u s t  dropped t h e  word. We d i d n ' t  c a l l  

o u r s e l v e s  "uncooperat ive ,"  b u t  we j u s t  c a l l e d  our- 

s e l v e s  t h e  Bank S t r e e t  School  f o r  Teachers. 

And then  when d i d  you become a c o l l e g e ?  

A t  f i r s t  we were r e f u s e d  a c h a r t e r  by t h e  r e g e n t s  

a t  Albany who had charge of  such m a t t e r s  when we 

a p p l i e d  a s  t h e  Bureau of  Educa t iona l  Experiments. 

I c a n ' t  r e s i s t  t e l l i n g  you why they  re fused :  - t h e  

chairman wrote me t h a t  they  d i d  n o t  approve o f  
" u n t r i e d  experiments!" But l a t e r  when we app l i ed  

t o  g i v e  t he  mas t e r ' s  degree i n  educa t ion ,  they 

g r a n t e d  i t  t o  us. They wrote t hey  g r a n t e d  the  

c h a r t e r  t o  u s  because we had had such long  ex- 

p e r i e n c e  i n  exper imenta l  e a u c s t i a ~ !  Now t h a t  
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P r e s c o t t :  


c e r t a i n l y  means progress .  Our name was then  

changed t o  Bank S t r e e t  College of  Education. 


hat was i n  1952 o r  1953, and s i n c e  then we 

have given the  m a s t e r ' s  degree.+ We have always 
taken only  c o l l e g e  g radua te s  as our s tuden t s .  
We have never  o f f e r e d  undergraduate work i n  

our  co l lege .  
Youhave now a s t a t u s  of p r e s i d e n t  emer i tus  of  

Bank S t r e e t  College? 

Oh y e s ,  and t h a t  i s  r a t h e r  r id i cu lous .  You s e e ,  

a t  f i r s t  none of  u s  wanted a p res iden t .  We a l l  

f e l t  t h a t  a "chairman" more a c c u r a t e l y  descr ibed  

what such a person d i d  i n  our organiza t ion .  So 

when we g o t  i n t o  our  one and only b i g  mess wi th  

one member of t he  s taff ,  the  board of t r u s t e e s  

asked me i f  I would be p re s iden t .  The s t a f f  

approved. I refused.  But I s a i d  I would be 

a c t i n g  p res iden t .  That t i t l e  sounded t e n t a t i v e  I 

enough n o t  t o  s c a r e  me. I agreed because I 
I 

thought I was the  b e s t  person t o  be the  goat. I 

I was a c t i n g  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h ree  years .  Then I I 

r e s igned  and prepared t o  "fade away." John 

Neimeyer had been appoin ted  p r e s i d e n t  and had 

been working with u s  f o r  a year  before  he 

assumed the  o f f i c e .  He was s t i l l  the  head of a 

schoo l  near  Ph i l ade lph ia .  A t  almost our  last 
board meeting, the  board of  t r u s t e e s  asked me -

i f  I would become p r e s i d e n t  u n t i l  the  end of t he  

term, which w a s  about  two months away, I think.  

I n  t h i s  way I might be emeritus.  

That was a n i c e  compliment. 
, 

Emeri tus  has  always been a t i , l e  t h a t  I loved. 

We have always used t h e  word "emeritus," and 

I ' m  c a l l e d  "emeri tus  , I f  n o t  "emerita." 

What is the p r e s e n t  enrol lment  a t  Bank S t r e e t  

Col lege? 

*since 1950 
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That is complicated t o  s t a t e  i n  numbers because 

we have enrollments f o r  both chi ldren  a n d  t eacher s  
a t  Bank S t r e e t  and i n  our s e r v i c e  program. We 

have about 100 chi ldren  i n  our Bank S t r e e t  School ! 
f o r  Children,  ages two through seven. We a r e  

a l s o  respons ib le  f o r  a c h i l d  ca re  cen te r  and 

appoint  and a l s o  advise the teachers  i n  two 

parent-organized nursery schools  i n  publ ic  housing 

apartments. I n  the department of teacher  educat ion 

c a r r i e d  on i n  the  col lege  bui ld ing ,  we have about  

n ine ty  s t u d e n t s  i n  two groups who areprepar ing  t o  

be teachers ,  and a t h i r d  group who a r e  c u r r e n t l y  

teaching; they number some 200 each term. For 

two years  we have run a summer school--I don ' t  

remember the number of s tudents .  And I have no 
e i d e a  of the nmber  o f  teachers  c u r r e n t l y  

i n  our  pub l i c  school workshops--probably about 

200--and i n  our in fegra t ion  experiment, which is 

conducted by our research department, t he re  a r e  

probably 100 more. 

Let me descr ibe  i n  more d e t a i l  our work with.  


s tuden t s  at Bank S t r e e t ,  which is bas ic ,  always 


combined with research. We have two groups who 


a r e  preparing t o  be teachers.  Both groups a r e  


candidates  f o r  the  masterkdegree .  Elabora te  


records  a r e  kept  t o  determine which type of 


prepara t ion  br ings ' the  bes t  r e s u l t s .  One group 


of s tuden t s  have the regular  two terms a t  Bank 


S t r e e t .  The second is an experiment, done under '  


a Ford Foundation subsidy. Its purpose is to  


see  i f  teacher  education time can be shortened. 


We've always f e l t  t h a t  one year  w a s  t e r r i b l y  


s h o r t ,  but about ha l f  our s tuden t s  now come t o  




Mitche1l : 'us  f o r  on ly  one term and then are put  i n t o  a 

t each ing  job Pn the  p u b l i c  schools .where  we 

fo l low them dur ing  t h e i r  first term i n  teaching  

j u s t  as' c l o s e l y  as we would i f  . they  were f u l l  

t ime at  Bank S t r e e t .  Once i n  a while t h e  Bznk 

S t r e e t  s t a f f  observes  each s t u d e n t  i n  classroom 

and has  weekly conferences  with  her .  The whole 

group comes back t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  f o r  Sa turday  

c l a s s e s .  

Th i s  program does two th ings :  i t  h e l p s  g e t  

more t e a c h e r s  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  qu ick ly ,  and  i t  

c u t s  down t h e  percentage  of drop-outs. If 
s t u d e n t  t eache r s  a r e  supported through t h e i r  

f i r s t  term o f  t each ing ,  t h e  tu rnover  is less 
and we do n o t  l o s e  s o  many of  our  t r a i n e d  

teachers .  

We a l s o  offer s wide v a r i e t y  of evening 

c o u r s e s  f o r  t eache r s  c u r r e n t l y  teaching ,  i n  which 

t e a c h e r s  may o r  may n o t  work f o r  a mas t e r ' s  degree. 

This  s t a r t e d  o u t  l a r g e l y  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  

t e a c h e r s  i n  c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r s  when the  c i t y  an-
nounced r e q u i r e d  p r e p a r a t o r y  work f o r  t e a c h e r s  

i n  t h e s e  c e n t e r s  t h a t  had had h i t h e r t o  no 

s tandards .  Now t h i s  course  a t t r a c t s  t he  p u b l i c  

s choo l  people  as w e l l  as t e a c h e r s  i n  c h i l d  c a r e  

cen te r s .  In  t h i s  course  we have about  two hundred 

each term. 

Recent S t u d i e s  of  t he  Bank S t r e e t  Col lege of Educat ion 

P r e s c o t t :  Do foundat ions  suppor t  much of your program? 

Mi tche l l :  Oh yes ,  a g r e a t  deal .  Our major suppor t ,  r e c e n t l y ,  

h a s  come from the  Nat iona l  Mental Hea l th  Foundation 

f o r  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  mental  h e a l t h  i n  schools .  
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Mi'tchell: 	 Two b i g  p i e c e s  of  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  a r e  go ing  on 
now come from t h i s  source .  A t h i r d  b i g  p i e c e  of  
r e s e a r c h  is t h e  s choo l  i n t e g r a t i o n  experiment.  
That  i s  be ing  suppor t ed  by t h e  type  of  founda- 
t i o n  t h a t  is  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  problems, 

l i k e  t h e  F i e l d  Foundat ion and t h e  New York 

C h i l d r e n ' s  Foundat ion.  But we have suppor t  from 

a r a t h e r  wide gamut o f  f ounda t ions ,  and we seem 

t o  be  i n  good s t a n d i n g  with  them now. However, 
we always have a d e f i c i t  because founda t ion  

moneys s o l v e  n e i t h e r  space  no r  s a l a r y  problems. 

P r e s c o t t :  	 So t r u e .  You mentioned hav ing  Nat iona l  Mental  

Hea l t h  Foundat ion money. What type  of r e s e a r c h  
does  i t  suppor t ?  

Mi tche l l :  We have two programs i n  p r o g r e s s  now. The first 
one is  c a l l e d  "school  e f f e c t s  s tudy" and is an 

a t t emp t  t o  t u r n  hunches i n t o  some kind of ev idence  
as t o  t h e  e f f e c t  upon t h e  development of  c h i l d r e n  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  of  s choo l s ,  s c h o o l s  wi th  d i f -  
f e r i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  ph i losophies .  Four s c h o o l s  

were s e i e c t e d .  They a r e  a l l  supposed t o  be good 

s choo l s ;  t h a t  is, each  r e a l l y  c a r r i e s  o u t  i ts  
own p h i l o s o p h i e s  i n  d i s c i p l i n e ,  i n  methods of  

t e ach ing  conforming t o  i ts  b e l i e f  i n  how c h i l d r e n  

l e a r n ,  and wi th  a p r i n c i p a l  who approved of  t h e  

phi losophy and would coope ra t e  i n  t h e  experiment.  

The cur r icu lum has  t o  be t h e  same f o r  a l l  s choo l s .  
One s c h o o l  w a s  a d i s t i n c t l y  t r a d i t i o n a l  school .  

The second one w a s  a s choo l  t h a t  w a s  t r y i n g  as 

ha rd  as i t  cou ld ,  and had gone as far as i t  couLd, 

w i th  t h e  newer type  of a t t i t u d e  toward l e a r n i n g .  
And t h e r e  was one p r i v a t e  school .  There w a s  a 
f o u r t h  s choo l ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember what . 

t h a t  s choo l  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  excep t  t h a t  i t  w a s  i n  
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an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  environment. Now a l l  of 

t hese  s choo l s  r ep re sen ted  as nea r ly  as p o s s i b l e  
t he  same s o c i a l  and economic background. The 

s tudy  involved  nine-year-olds i n  a l l  of the  

schools .  These nine-year-olds had come up 
through t h e  school  system, and they were 
s t u d i e d  as members of  school  groups as wel l  as 

i n d i v i d u a l s .  The p a r e n t s  were a l s o  interviewed.  
An a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  made a s tudy  of each community, 
i n  which he a t tempted  t o  de f ine  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  

i n  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  of the  mother and those  of 

the  t e a c h e r  concerning the same c h i l d .  
Now, the  o t h e r  mental  h e a l t h  p r o j e c t  is very  

l a r g e .  Theyca l l  i t  t h e  " r o l e  of  t he  school  i n  
mental  h e a l  t h o w  

Another b i g  p r o j e c t  is c a l l e d  t h e  " i n t e g r a t i o n  

experiment." I r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  e a r l i e r .  This  
p r o j e c t  i nvo lves  two housing s i t u a t i o n s ,  one 

e n t i r e l y  white and one e n t i r e l y  Negro. A t h i r d  

s choo l  was be ing  b u i l t  c l o s e  by and they hoped 

t o  work wi th  t e a c h e r s  and pa ren t s  i n  the  two 

schoo l s  t h a t  were a l r e a d y  t h e r e  and with  t he  

common community t o  s e e  whether we could g e t  an 
i n t e g r a t e d  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t he  new school .  And 

t h a t  r e a l l y  meant i n  t h e  housing. 

And the  fund f o r  t h i s  r e sea rch  was coming from 
where? -

That was c o m i ~ g  from. p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

w i t h i n  New York. I t h i n k  both the  F i e l d  

Foundat ion and t h e  Duke Foundation p a r t i c i p a t e d .  

Both were l o c a l  foundat ions .  . . . . 

. . 

Has t h a t  p r o j e c t  been- completed? . , . . .' 

No, 	 i t  i~asi.l'tin tended  t o b e  completed because 
. .
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Mitchell: integrated opened, a new and disappointing 


community developed. What happened was what 


happens so often: many white people moved 


away. everth he less, the staff think they have 

made a good deal of progress in changing the 


thinking of the community. The way the Negro 


mothers responded was really quite startling. 


The staff came to the conclusion last year 


that the general defensive attitude that had 


been built up by segregation, not merely in 


schools, but everywhere, caused the Negro parents 


to approach the school with suspicion, not ex- 


pecting anything good. And suspecting got over 


to the children, and they did not try nearly as 


hard as they would have if they had not been 


discouraged. As a result, their IQts didn't 


show up in tests as well as they should have. 


Now this situation, they feel, has been broken 


down because the Negroes are now taking community 


responsibilities and a few community white people 


are working with them. The Negro mothers have 


now developed the ability to express themselves. 


We think this has happened partly through the 


work of Eve Merriam, who as a young poet, got 


the Yale prize. She has been in our Bank Street 


Writers Laboratory many years. She has been 


inspired to try a writerst workshop with the 


teachers in both'of these schools. And she has 


got the most wonderful results from working 


with the Negro mothers and the teachers. Some-


times the staff would hold a meeting with one 


group and then with the other, and then with 


both groups together. But now there is no need 


of th'at. 


Prescott: That's a significant step forward, su~ely. 



Mitche l l :  
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P r e s c o t t: 

Mi t che l l :  


P r e s c o t t: 


Mi tche l l :  


I t ' s  a s t e p  forward,  and t o  them i t  p o i n t s  t h e  

way t o  something more. So t h e  Bank S t r e e t  staff 

does n o t  f e e l  discouraged. I f  t hey  can make a 

beginning i n  t h i s  problem, they f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  
w e l l  worth c a r r y i n g  on. And they a r e  c a r r y l n g  V '  

on. Now I have a long  r e p o r t  on t h a t ,  bu t  i t  

is l a r g e l y  t he  r e p o r t  of t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  last  
year.  . 

There must be r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  which a r e  c l o s e l y  
t i e d  t o  t h e  s choo l  i n  t he  way of  guidance and 

c u r r i c u l a  and s o  on. 

A l l  of  our  p r o j e c t s  i n  r e s e a r c h ,  t e ache r  educa- 
t i o n  o r  any th ing  e l s e ,  a r e  r e a l l y  t i e d  up with 

schools .  That is ,  we a r e  a c o l l e g e  of educa t ion .  

And working i n  p u b l i c  s choo l s  was our  a i m  from 

t h e  ve ry  beginning,  bu t  t h e  p u b l i c  school  system 
wouldn' t  permi t  it. We g o t  our  first workshop 

p laced  i n  a p u b l i c  s choo l  i n  1943. 

A t  t he  c o l l e g e  i t s e l f  we have evening se s s ions .  

But our workshops t a k e  p l a c e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  s choo l s  

and a t tendance  i s  always voluntary.  We have 

never  wanted t o  have anybody t h e r e  who wasn't 
anx ious  t o  a t t e n d ,  nor  d i d  we want t o  be i n  a 

schoo l  where t h e  p r i n c i p a l  and f a c u l t y  weren ' t  

anx ious  t o  have us. 

You're i n v i t e d  by i n d i v i d u a l  s c h ~ o l s ?  

Yes, we're i n v i t e d .  And now s i n c e  we have a 

r e p u t a t i o n ,  we r e c e i v e  more i n v i t a t i o n s  from 

schoo l s  than we can  p o s s i b l y  accept .  We a l s o  

have under taken some r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  i n  t he se  

workshop schools .  

You p l an  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  wi th  the  p r i n c i p a l s  

and t h e  t eache r s  and the  c o l l e g e  staff? 

Yes, they a r e  a l l  i n t e r r e l a t e d ;  t h i s  coopera t ive  

p lanning  is  what makes Bank S t r e e t  Col lege 
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d i f f e r e n t .  

And a l s o  makes i t  s o  valuable .  
Well, from our  p o i n t  o f  view i t  does. Every-

t h i n g  we under-take has  the t e a c h i n g  a spec t  and 

t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  aspec t .  And our r e sea rch  p r o j e c t s  
grow, sometimes o u t  of problems r a i s e d  i n  ou r  

teaching  experiments;  sometimes the problem is 

s t a r t e d  i n  the  r e s e a r c h  and then  goes b a c k . t o  

the  t eache r s  and t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  group of  

c h i l d r e n  f o r  experimentation. P r e s e n t l y  t h e  

t eache r s  and staff at Bank S t r e e t  a r e  making a 

s tudy  of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  background and 

expec ta t ions  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  Bank S t r e e t  

School f o r  Chi ldren  as compared with the p a r e n t s  

o f  the c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  Chi ld  Care Center f o r  

which we a r e  r e spons ib l e .  It is  run f o r  d i f f i c u l t  

c h i l d r e n ,  who a r e  d i f f i c u l t  l a r g e l y  because of 

t h e  p a r e n t a l  problems. These a r e  a l l  working 

parents .  There a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

the  way of  approaching a curr iculum f o r  t hese  

c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  Ohild Care Center ,  who have n o t  

known n e a r l y  as much home l i f e  as hzve t h e  c h i l d r e n  

i n  the  Bank S t r e e t  School, 
You p lan  a curr iculum t o  provide  homelife ex-

per iences .  

Yes. We p lan  d i s t i n c t l y  t o  do home th ings ,  such 

as s h e l l i n g  peas ,  running t h e  c a r p e t  sweeper, and 
c l ean ing  up, go ing  t o  shop  wi th  the  teacher  f o r  

food f o r  luncheon, then, he lp ing  t o  se rve  i t .  
Few c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  Chi ld  Care Center have homes 

where the  mother is r e a l l y  a t t e n t i v e ,  and the 

c h i l d  can t r a i l  h e r  i n  h e r  housework. And t h e  
c h i l d r e n  do a l i t t l e  cooking i n  school  and they 

havz t h e i r  s t o r i e s  taken down and t h e i r  p i c t u r e s  

put  up on the  walls. The mothers have become s o  



Mitche l l :  

Mi tche l l :  
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Mi t che l l :  

P r e s c o t t : 


Mitche l l :  


p a t h e t i c a l l y  a p p r e c i a t i v e .  The b u i l d i n g  is one 

of t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  b u i l d i n g s  I know; i t  be longs  

t o  t h e  we l f a r e  department.  We work w i th  'them. 

But a g a i n ,  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happens t h e r e ,  

which we f e e l  is  ve ry  rewarding,  is  t h a t  we work 

wi th  t h r e e  munic ipa l  depar tments :  w e l f a r e ,  

h e a l t h  and educa t ion .  There is ,  I t h i n k ,  pe rhaps  

a b e t t e r  unders tand ing  because  a l l  t h r e e  depar t -  

ments have t o  t ake  p a r t  i n  ou r  p r o j e c t .  

And they  al l  g e t  t o  unders tand  t h e  a i m s  o f  each 

o the r .  

T h a t ' s  what I mean. When we first began t o  work 

i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s choo l s  t h e s e  depar tments  were v e r y  

s e p a r a t e ,  ve ry  s epa ra t e .  

What is the  age l i m i t  i n  t h e  Ch i ld  Care Cente r  

i n  New York? 

Sometimes f i v e ,  u s u a l l y  t hey  beg in  at f o u r ,  and i n  

some c a s e s  a s ix-year-old  i s  c a r r i e d .  And t h e  c i t y  

a l s o  ha s  a r u l i n g  now t h a t  any t e a c h e r  who goes  

i n t o  t h e  Chi ld  Care Center  o r  k i n d e r g a r t e n  must 

have had work w i th  e i t h e r  t h e  first o r  second g r a d e s  

o r  both ,  and v i c e  ve rsa .  Any t e a c h e r  who is t o  

t e ach  a f irst  g r ade  must have had some e x p e r i e n c e  

e i t h e r  i n  a k i n d e r g a r t e n  o r  i n  a c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r .  

I t  was a n  enormous improvement. Two Bank S t r e e t  

s t a f f  members s e rved  on t he  committee t h a t  drew up 

t h e  requirements .  ' 

Are t he  p h y s i c a l  q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  adequa te?  

No, t h a t  is one of ou r  r e a l l y  g r e a t  problems. We 

d o n ' t  want t o  m-ove because we a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and 

.because we have a l r e , i dy  changed o u r  name twice.  

We've g o t  a s i l l y  name because i t  c o n f i n e s  u s  t o  

Bank S t r e e t ,  which nobody e v e r  hea rd  of  u n t i l  we 

used i t .  We h e s i t a t e  t o  move because  i t  is a 

tremendous expense.  We cannot  expand t o  i n c l u d e  



A 

p h y s i c a l  expansion.  

t h e  Bank S t r e e t  A s s o c i a t e s .  T h a t  i.s an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of  i n t e r e s t e d  persons  o u t s i d e  of t h e  immediate Bank 

. S t r e e t  c i r c l e .  

2nd want t o  help .  Many of them h e l p  i n  a p r a c t i c a l  

way. A l l  of  them h e l p  by p a y i n g t e n  d o l l a r s  a 

yea r .  Fo r  a whi le  t h e r e  'were twogroups .  Now t h e  

p a r e n t s f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  j o ined  them; they c a l l  

r e l i e f  and t h e  money which they  r a i s e  a l l  goes  

through the  5ank S t r e e t  books, though t h e  p a r e n t s  

can r a i s e  money f o r  s c h o l a r s h i p s  f o r  t h e i r  school .  

But eve ry th ing  goes  through,  t h e  Bank S t r e e t  books 

now, which is  a g r e a t  he lp .  I t  used t o  be ve ry  

confusing.  Three y e a r s  ago  we s t a r t e d  t he  West 

Coast  Assoc i a t e s ,  I ts  a c t i v i t i e s  have been -
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Mi t che l l :  do much e x c e p t i n g  t a l k .  I guess  I ' l l  a lways  

t a l k .  Th i s  summer we a r e  go ing  t o  g i v e  a 

Bank S t r e e t  workshop f o r  w r i t i n g  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  

P r e s c o t t :  Here i n  P a l o  A l t o ?  

Mi t che l l :  Here i n  P a l o  A l t o ,  b u t  we expec t  t o  g e t  peop l e  

from a d i s t a n c e .  

P r e s c o t t :  What do you do i n  t h e  way of  gu idance  w i th  your  

s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s ?  

Mi t che l l :  Well,  t h a t ' s  a l o n g  s t o r y .  That  ha s  developed 

i n t o  a complex r e s e a r c h  s t u d y  where o u r  staff 

h a s  a seminar  w i t h  a psychoana lys t  t o  gu ide  

them t o  distinguish ve ry  s h a r p l y  between pro- 

f e s s i o n a l  gu idance ,  which is n o t  our  job,  and 

gu idance  i n  t h e  way of  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  toward 

themselves  and  t h e i r  work. 

P r e s o o t t :  T h a t ' s  a d i f f i c u l t  d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  make, i s n ' t  i t ?  

Mi t che l l :  d e l l ,  i t  is one t h a t  is v e r y  nece s sa ry ,  I t h ink .  

Some people  f e e l  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  a r e  equipped t o  

d e a l  w i th  p s y c h i a t r i c  problems,  bu t  t h e y ' r e  n o t ,  

and t hey  d o n ' t  want t o  be. We have p l a n s  t o  

g i v e  a course  f o r  those  who wish t o  become s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  Th i s  s t u d y  wi th  s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s  

h a s  been i n  p r o c e s s  f o r  a l ong  wh i l e  and we do 

c a r r y  on p robab ly  t h e  most complete program i n  

gu idance  of  any c o l l e g e .  We f e e l  t h a t  i t  is 
worth a l l  t h e  t r i a l s , a n d  the  s t u d e n t s  f e e l  t h a t  

v a l u e  ve ry  s t r o n g l y .  Each s t u d e n t  is ass igne 'd  

a s t a f f  member as h e r  a d v i s e r ,  and they  meet 
t o g e t h e r .  Sometimes a l l  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  meet 

t o g e t h e r .  The a d v i s e r  s u p e r v i s e s  them i n  t h e i r  . I 

t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  work i n  t h e  schools .  You know, 

we have them a l l  work i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  from t h e  

, word "go" f o u r  days  a week. 
I 
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Presco tt : 	Your entire life has really been spent on 

education, Mrs. Mitchell. Tell us something 

about the educational credo which you've 

evolved, that you've worked with and toward. 

Mitchell: 	 I think the basic thing to say is that we 

believe that learning is active. Now that 

doesn't mean just finger activity or a leg 

activity; it means thinking is active, and 

feeling is active. It is something that 

the child is stimulated to do. 

Learning is not a hypodermic injection 

which the student is to receive in a passive 

way and repeat. This is perhaps a caricature,, 

but not too much of a caricature, of the old 

type of schooling. It means less emphasis on 

rote, excepting where rote is the only method 

that works. The early experimental schools 

started many things which people later accepted. 

But the public still remembers their early 

failures because they did do some crazy things, 

some of them. But I don't think what we aimed 

to do'is disproved. There is a great deal of 

rote in learning a multiplication table, for 

instance. 

Prescott: 	Or learning to spell. 

Mitchell.: 	Perhaps even more in learning to spell. But 


learning the multiplication does not teach you 


to understand it. Now, we feel that understanding 

in any situation is seeing relationships, and 


that often yoa go into regular rote learning after 
- . 



Mitchel l :  the  understanding is es t ab l i shed .  And you do 

t h a t  j u s t  t o  r e i n f o r c e  your memory. 

P resco t t :  Do y o u . f e e l  t h a t  the  experimental  schools  have a 

p a r t i c u l a r  func t ion  i n  p l o t t i n g  ou t  a course i n  
. .. .

educat ion? 

Mi tche l l :  	 Yes, I do. I th ink  theqe a r e  some p u b l i c  sbhools  

now t h a t  a r e  doing some very good experimental  

work. But t h i s  wasn't  s o  when we began. Experi-

mentation was anathema. 

Prescot t : ,  . 	The f a c t  tha.t pub l i c  s choo l s  'are  supported by 

p u b l i c  funds narrows t h e i r  imaginat ive approach 

t o  problems, don ' t  you th ink?  

Mitchel l :  	 Yes, I do. Now we have very  w a r m  a s s o c i a t i o n s  

with the New York 3oard of Education, which is 

something t h a t  one could ha rd ly  have dared t o  

hope f o r  when we began our  work within the  school  

s y s  tern. 

P r e s c o t t :  	 Did you p lan  t o  have your r e sea rch  f ind ings  used 

by the  p u b l i c  schools?  

Mi tche l l :  The a i m  w a s  always t h a t ,  bu t  we o f t e n  had t o  work 

ou t s ide  t h e  p u b l i c  schools  before  we r e a l l y  knew 

how t o  t a c k l e  the  s i t u a t i o n  wi th in  the p u b l i c  

schools.  I n  a 3 r i v a t e  school  you can have sma l l e r  

c l a s s e s ' a n d  the  f a c u l t y  can be more f l e x i b l e  i n  
planning its approach t o  problems. 

P r e s c o t t :  Yes, the more in t ima te  c o n t a c t  with both t eache r s  

and f a m i l i e s  would be important ,  too. 

Mi tche l l :  Yes, these  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  con-

s i d e r e d  i n  our  pub l i c  school  workshops. A c l e a r  

understanding of a l l  the  f o r c e s  which go t o  make 

up a c h i l d ' s  world is b a s i c  t o  e f f e c t i v e  p u b l i c  

education,and p u b l i c  educa t ion  seems t o  me the  

hope of  the  fu tu re .  The bulk of our c h i l d r e n  are 
going t o  be what we make them i n  our publ ic  schools .  
And what we make them is of tremendous importance; 



M i  t che l l :  

P re sco t t: 

Mitchel l :  

P r e s c o t t :  


Mitchel l :  


t h i s  has  always been t r u e ,  but.now i t  seems of . .  
c r u c i a l  importance. This  concept of t h e  whole 

c h i l d  has  been t a lked  about SO much t h a t  i t  has  

become a meaningless s logan,  but w e  wanted t o  

g e t  away from the  sepa ra t e  f a c u l t y  psychology 

which encouraged the  teaching  of each s u b j e c t  

i r r e s p e c t i v e  of i ts r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  

of learn ing .  We wgnted t o  g e t  a c h i l d ' s  t o t a l  

response. We wanted him t o  f i n d  l e a r n i n g  aq 
adventure. I t ' s  always been t h a t  t o  m e ,  and I 
th ink  t h a t  i s  one of our  g r e a t  con t r ibu t ions ,  

Ce r t a in ly  no school  should be allowed t o  e x i s t  

un le s s  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  while i n  i t ,  but  we wanted 

t o  make each s t e p  i n  l e a r n i n g  an e x c i t i n g  s t e p  

which would, by s u s t a i n i n g  i n t e r e s t ,  c a t u r a l l y  

l e a d  t o  the  next  s t e p .  While i n t e r e s t  is c e r t a i n l y  

involved, i t  i s n ' t  followed c a p r i c i o u s l y  no ma t t e r  

where i t  goes, 

You would cha l lenge  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  by bringing the  

m a t e r i a l  t o  them wi th in  a frame of r e fe rence  which 

is r e a d i l y  understood? 

Yes. Not only t h a t ;  we g ive  them a job t o  do and 

t o  th ink  and t o  Gork out  f o r  themselves wi th in  a 

d e f i n i t e  p iece  of information. Well, as an il-

l u s t r a t i o n ,  we might go t o  maps, I invented  what 

I c a l l  " t o o l  maps" as d i s t ingu i shed  from demon- 

s t r a t i o n  maps. Demonstration maps a r e  maps on 

which you look up information. 

Where you f i n d  the  c a p i t a l  of a s t a t e ,  

Yes, o r  f i n d  anything e l s e .  It 's a kind of 

d i c t i o n a r y ,  l i k e  an encyclopedia,  where you look  

up information. Now I t r i e d ,  and I suceeded I 

th ink ,  i n  invent ing  what I would c a l l  " t o o l  maps;" 

one map 1'11 mention as an example w a s  a l a r g e  

map p u n t e d  i n  o i l s  on sll c l o t h . .  When I say  

l a r g e ,  I mean i t  probably w a s  soae th ing  l i k e  n ine  
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by twelve f e e t .  E t  was meant t o  be used on t h e  

f l o o r ,  and i t  was p a i n t e d  i n  g r a p h i c  r e l i e f , w h i c h  

means t h a t  t h e  mountains were drawn t o  l ook  l i k e  

mountains.  The h igh  ones  were n o t  l i v e r - c o l o r e d  

as they  a r e  on t h e  o r d i n a r y  maps. 
They were g r een ,  i n  o t h e r  words. 

O r  brown wi th  whi te  t o  s u g g e s t  snow on t hose  above 

10,000 f e e t .  And the  p l a i n s  looked l i k e  p l a i n s ,  

?.nd t h e  r i v e r s  looked as i f  they  were runn ing  

i n t o  t h e  ocean. The l a n d  forms were sugges ted  by 

shapes  r a t h e r  than  co lo r .  

Did you u se  c l a y . o r  a n y t h i n g  t o  b u i l d  t h e  mountains 

o r  were t h e s e  p a i n t e d  on? 

No, t h e s e  were pa in t ed .  I d i d  do p l a s t i c  r e l i e f  

maps, too. Once I he lped  a class of eleven-year-

o l d s  make a huge out-of-doors one. P l a s t i c  r e l i e f  

maps were more d i f f i c u l t  t o  u se ,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  

b e t t e r  t han  g r a p h i c  rel ief  maps. L e t  m e  e x p l a i n  

how I used t h e s e  maps w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s :  (This  I 

cou ld  a l s o  have done w i th  t h e  high-school-age 

group . )  We s t a r t e d  o u r  s t u d y  wi th  people  l a n d i n g  

on t h e  e a s t e r n  s e a c o a s t ,  and t hen  fo l lowed  them 

a c r o s s  t h e  coun t ry ,  n o t i n g  w h a t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

f e a t u r e s  would a f f e c t  t h e  work t hey  cou ld  do, 

and where t hey  cou ld  se t t l e .  A s  w e  l e a v e  the 
A t l a n t i c  Coast ,  which h a s  b e a u t i f u l  f la t  l and ,  

and proceed westward, w e  r e a c h  a sudden drop from 

t h e  Piedmont, the  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  Appalachians,  

which i s  c a l l e d  t h e  " F a l l  Line." T h i s  is never  

shown on maps which show h e i g h t  by c o l o r  symbols, 

and is seldom mentioned by s c h o o l  geographies ,  

y e t  i t  determined h i s t o r y  because t h e  se t t le rs  
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e i r  b o a t s  p a s t  i t ,  s o  they s e t t l e d  

a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e .  It a l s o  gave them t h e  power, t h u s  



Mitche l l :  	 d e t e rmin ing  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r i e s .  And on 

my map I p a i n t e d  t h e  F a l l  L ine ,  f o r  though i t  is 

o u t  o f  s c a l e ,  geog raph i ca l l y ,  i t  is i n  c o r r e c t  

s c a l e  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  human l i v i n g .  

I n  t h i s  way we went westward a c r o s s  t h e  

count ry .  I ' v e  done t h i s  wi th  eight-year-olds:  when 

we s t a r t e d  on t h e  wes te rn  d r i v e  f rom Indepecdence, 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  would p a i n t  on t h e  g r a p h i c  r e l i e f  map, 

w i th  w a t e r c o l o r s  which could  be washed o f f ,  what-

e v e r  t hey  imagined would be happening t o  t h e  peop l e  

i n  t h e  covered wagons. They had p a i n t e d  l i t t l e  

covered  wagons which t hey  moved as they went a long.  

And when t hey  came t o  a r i v e r  t hey  d i s cus sed  what 

t h e y  would have t o  do t o  c r o s s  t h i s  r i v e r .  How b i g  

was t h i s  r i v e r ' ?  How cou ld  they g e t  t h e i r  cows 

a c r o s s ?  And then ,  when we g o t  t o  t h e  d e s e r t ,  what 

c o u l d  they do? You know, c h i l d r e n  a r e  s o  enchan t ing .  
Every once i n  a whi le  a c h i l d  would s ay ,  "I ' l l  have 

t o  l e a v e  my bureau here .  I don' t t h i n k  my cow o r  

oxen can  c a r r y  a n y t h i n g  more." And then  s h e  would 

p a i n t  a l i t t l e  bureau on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  t rai l  and 

somebody would p a i n t  a n  ox ' s  s k u l l .  I s h a l l  neve r  

f o r g e t  t h e  p-ancy of  t h i s  and t h e  way they showed 

t h e  g r a s s  on t h e  p l a i n s  growing d r i e r  and d r i e r  

and d r i e r ,  and t hen  when t hey  came t o  t h e  Rocky 

Mountains,  t h e y . h u n t e d  f o r  a p a s s  and found South  

P a s s .  And on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  mountains t hey  

fo l lowed  t h e  Columbia R ive r  on t h e  man which took 

them t o  Oregon, j u s t  as i t  d i d  t h e  p ioneers .  They 
had fo l iowed  t h e  Oregon trail. But aga in ,  l i k e  

l a t e r  p i a n e e r s ,  t hey  d i d n ' t  want t o  go there .  

They wanted t o  go t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  But t o  do t h a t ,  

t h ey  had t o  c r o s s  t h e  d e s e r t  and t h e  Big Bas in  

and S a l t  Lake,' Tha t  worr ied  them, Here I showed 



Mitche l l :  	 them p i c t u r e s  and t a l k e d  about  water h o l e s  and 

the  way the  r i v e r s  d i sappear .  I had pa in t ed  t h e  

r i v e r s  t h a t  do d i sappear  and then they would 

p a i n t  i n  water h o l e s  and s i g n s  r ead ing ,  "This  

way t o  water hole ."  When we came t o  t he  S i e r r a ,  

we l i v e d  through the  snow and the  rescue  a t  

Donner Pas s ,  omi t t i ng  t he  grimmest exper ience.  

Well, we g o t  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  a l l  r i g h t .  But how 

i n t e n s e l y  they  l i v e d  i t  a l l !  And a l l  of i t  w a s  
. . 

what t h e  p ionee r s  r e a l l y  d id .  

P r e s c o t t :  A c t u a l l y  t h i s  was teach ing  them geography, h i s t o r y  

and e a r t h  s c i e n c e  a l l  toge ther .  

Mi t che l l :  	 Yes, t he se  eight-year-old c h i l d r e n  l ea rned  t o  

t h i n k  about  what I l i k e  t o  c a l l  e a r t h  forces--  

mountains, p l a i n s ,  r i v e r s ,  v e g e t a t i o n ,  c l i m a t e  

i n  a s imple  way--and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  human 

work t o  t h e s e  e a r t h  f o r c e s .  I a l s o  used t h e s e  

maps t o  s t u d y  c l ima te  wi th  s l i g h t l y  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n .  

The nine-and ten- and eleven-year-olds l e a r n e d  t o  

use  demonstra t ion naps;  maps t h a t  t o l d  them f a c t s ,  

t o  d i s cove r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

P r e s c o t t : 	These demonstra t ion maps were drawn on t r a n s p a r e n t  

m a t e r i a l ?  

Mi t che l l :  	 Yes. They were pa in t ed  wi th  t r a n s p a r e n t  p a i n t .  

The base map was b l ack  and whi te  g r aph ic  r e l i e f .  

Take c l ima te ,  f o r  i n s t ance .  I p a i n t e d  a r a i n  

map, wi th  t h e  number of.  i nches  shown i n  deepening 

shades  o f  blue.  When superimposed on base map, 

t h i s  showed r e l a t i o n s h i p  between land forms and 

r a i n .  Another map,painted i n  deepening shades  

o f  yellow, showed the  number of hoursof sunsh ine .  

Th i s  map p laced  o v e r  the  r a i n  map showed green-- 

a c l ima te  map wi th  t he  .two c h i e f  e lements  i n  

c l imate .  A vegetation map could now be p u t  over  



Mitchel l :  the  c l ima te  map and ano the r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  d i s -  

covered. Now, i t  t a k e s  a very  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and 

mature t o  ho ld  one f a c t  i n  mind taken  from 

one map and superimpose it on another .  
P r e s c o t t :  What o t h e r  kind of maps d i d  you make? . . 

M i t c h e l l :  Oh, I d i d  every k ind  of a map t h a t  'ydu can t h i n k  ' 

of. I c a l l e d  them t o o l  maps because they  were 

t o o l s  f o r  s tudying  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Older  c h i l d r e n ,  

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  wanted t o  go i n t o  s o c i a l  matters. I 

can remember doing a s o c i a l  s t udy  wi th  e leven-to  

twelve-year-olds. Th i s  s tudy  involved  a c u r r e n t  

c o a l  s t r i k e  i n  which they were very  much i n t e r e s t e d .  

They wrote a p l ay  abou t  i t ,  which they  gave t o  an 

audience of pa ren t s .  I n  o rde r  t o  unders tand  i t  
b e t t e r ,  they  used t h e  r e g u l a r ,  t h i c k  volume t h a t  

was p u j l i s h e d  by t h e  f e d e r a l  government. They 

made t r a n s p a r e n t  maps t h a t  showed where t h e r e  were 

unions ,  f o r  wi thout  unions ,  t h e r e  could be no 

s t r i k e s .  With unions  t he se  smart l i t t l e  youngs te rs  

wanted t o  c o r r e l a t e  what do you th ink?  Accidents!  

Then they  wanted t o  c o r r e l a t e  t h e s e  maps with  Negroes 

and whi te  popula t ion  f i g u r e s  and wi th  the  maps t h a t  

Odum made of d i s t r i b u t i o n  of weal th ,  h e a l t h  and 

educat ion.  

P r e s c o t t :  I s n ' t  t h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g !  How o ld  were t he se  s tuden t s?  
Mitchel l :  They were twelve. They worked and worked. I helped 

them q u i t e  a b i t  i n  making the  maps because s o  many 

of t h e  maps used d i f f e r e n t  s c a l e s .  But they loved 
t o  remake a map t o  t h e  r i g h t  s c a l e .  And they made 

it a r e a l  study. 

Prescott , :  How l a r g e  was t h i s  school?  

Mitchel l :  This  w a s  a p r i v a t e  school .  The c l a s s  would be abcu t  

twenty. 



f r e s c o t t :  

P r e s c o t t : 

Mitche l l :  

P r e s c o tt: 


M i t c h e l l :  


That  t ype  o f  t e ach ing  c e r t a i n l y  r e q u i r e s  a n  

imag ina t i ve  t eacher .  It 's & ha rd  job. 
But  you s ee ,  thk  t e a c h e r  is a l s o  e x c i t e d .  Fo r  

-.I . 
you can  see t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  sudden ly  b u r s t i n g  . 

i n s i d e  t h e  c h i l d l s  mind. 
I n  o r d e r  t o  u se  t h i s  i n  a p u b l i c  s choo l ,  you would 
have t o  have an  i n t e g r a t e d  cu r r i cu lum,  wouldn l t  
you? 
Yes. And t h a t  wasn ' t  p o s s i b l e  when I began working. 
Nor when we began our  worlshbps. Now an  i n t e g r a t e d  

cur r i cu lum is a comaon t h i n g  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  schools .  
The re ' s  been a great d e a l  of  cominon s e n s e  worked' 

i n t o  t h e  curr iculum,  and I t h i n k  a good d e a l  o f  
t he  a t t i t u d e  o f  va lu ing  a c h i l d ' s  t h i n k i n g  p r o c e s s  

as well as h i s  in format ion .  The emphasis  used  
t o  be a l l  on t h e  in format ion .  

T r a i n i n g  t h e  c h i l d  t o  unde r s t and  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s  c e r t a i c l y  develops  a mature  p o i n t  o f  view. 
But  I shou ld  n o t  c a l l  i t  ' I t r a in ing . "  Ra the r ,  i t  
i s  g i v i n g  a c h i l d  a s i t u a t i o n  which s t i m u l a t e s  him 

t o  t h i n k  a c t i v e l y .  I t  l e a d s  toward what I u sed  t o  
c a l l  t h e  "SQ," t h e  s o c i a l  q u o t i e n t .  

And you s e e  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  of "wholeness" t h a t  

we were t a l k i n g  about  d o e s n ' t  s t o p  wi th  t h e  whole 
c h i l d .  You go on from t h e r e  and  want t o  make a 

whole t e ache r .  . And she  wants t o  be made a t e a c h e r ,  

a whole t eacher .  She ' s  u s u a l l y  v e r y  d i s s a t i s f i e d  
a f t e r  s h e  gets  t h i s  a t t i t u d e .  Then you go on t o  
wondering about  ' the  whole s y s  tem, and t h e r e  you 
s t r i k e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of  e d u c a t i o n  -in o u r  democracy. 
We have a h i e r a r c h y  i n  s t a t u s  and i n  s a l a r y  i n  o u r  
p u b l i c  s choo l  systems.  And t h a t  means t h a t  t h e r e  
is a n  u rge  t o  move up t h e  h i e r a r c h y  i n  which t h e  
t e a c h e r ' o c c u p i e s  t h e  l owes t  rung o f  t h e  l adde r .  



Presco t.t : 	And t h e  p r i n c i p a l  is half-way up. 

Mi t che l l :  	 The' p r i n c i p a l  1s.half-way up, and then  t h e  super- 
v i s o r ,  then t he  d i s t r i c t  s u p e r v i s o r ,  and f i n a l l y ,  t h e  

supe r in t enden t ,  h i g h e s t  of a l l .  And wi th  each s t e p  
. o f  t h e  rung,  you a r e  f u r t h e r  away from the  c h i l d r e n  

f o r  whom the  whole towering system is s e t  up. You 

s e e  l e s s  and l e s s  of them. And you even g e t  t o  
where you don ' t  even s e e  t he  teachers .  

P r e s c o t t: 	 And t h e y ' r e  a l l  l o s t  i n  budget p lanning  and housing.  

Mi t che l l :  	 And t h e y ' r e  a l l  l o s t  i n  making t h e o r e t i c  curr iculum.  

P re sco ti: 	 A l l  t h i s  whi le  your f i n d i n g s  were showing t h e  va lue  

of a n  i n t e g r a t e d  curr iculum.  

M i  t c h e l i :  	 The whole e d u c a t i o n a l  world was j u s t  beginning t o  

ferment  when I began. And of course  the  ferment  

i s  go ing  on v i o l e n t l y  now. Th i s  t r a i n i n g  f o r  one- 

world l i v i n g ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  we've g o t  ho ld  of i t  
ve ry  w e l l  ye t .  But I th ink  i t  i s  becoming a n  a i m ,  

though, don ' t  you? 

P r e s c o t t :  	 Oh, d e f i n i t e l y .  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your p o i n t i n g  

ou t  t h a t  i t  r e a l l y  i s  no t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  unders tanding  
we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any more. I t ' s  i n t e r c u l t u r a l  

unders tanding.  There i s  a phenomenally b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  

between t h e  two concepts .  

Mi t che l l :  	 I f  I were to  begin work i n  educa t ion  now, I woald 

c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h a t  i d e a  p r imar i l y .  I n  w r i t i n g ,  and 

i n  working ou t  methods of making peoples  and t h e i r  

c u l t u r e s  r e a l .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 To the  c h i l d  r i g h t  here .  

Mi t che l l :  	 To t h e  c h i l d  r i g h t  h e r e ,  and t o  t h e  teachers .  I 
d o n ' t  j u s t  know what I would do, bu t  t h a t ' s  where 

my work stopped. I mean my a c t i v e  work wi th  

c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  schools .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 C e r t a i n l y  e f f e c t i v e  educa t ion  f o r  world l i v i n g  a t  the  

e lementary and secondary s choo l  l e v e l s  wauld l e a d  t o  



P r e s c o t t :  

Mi t che l l :  


P r e s c o t t :  

Mi t che l l :  


P r e s c o tt: 
Mi t che l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi tche l l :  

b e a u t i f u l  r e s u l t s .  

Yes, and t h e  beg inn ings  are be ing  made. B i ~ t  t h e  

books t h a t  t hey  get  o u t  are s o  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  w i t h o u t  

be ing  human. And t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  t h a t  t hey  g i v e !  

I have been r e c e n t l y  go ing  over  some o f  t h e  new 
tex tbooks  about  Asia, f o r  i n s t a n c e .  The re ' s  n o t h i n g  

i n  them a t  a l l  t h a t  would make you.want t o  go  t o  
Asia. And no th ing  t o  p r e p a r e  you f o r  t h e  impact  o f  

Asia. I have been t o  Asia, and I ' v e  neve r  been t h e  
same s i n c e .  I ' v e  neve r  been t h e  same s i n c e  because  

o f  t h e  beau ty ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  beau ty ,  t h e  c o l o r  

t h a t  they u se  everywhere;  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  everybody 

i n  what we would c a l l  t h e  f a r n i n g  c l a s s  works w i t h  

h i s  hands,  and i n  h i s  c r e a t i o n s  he  is j u s t  as anx ious  

t o  have a saoon a b e a u t i f u l  t h i n g  as a n  a r t i s t  is a 

p i c t u r e .  

Is t h a t  because  he d o e s n ' t  have s o  many spoons?  

I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know. T h i s  mass p r o d u c t i o n  

of  ours---we used t,o have more of  t h a t  f e e l i n g  t h a n  

we have now. I ' m  afraid t h a t  as t h e  Asia t h a t  I 

happen t o  know becomes i n d u s t r i a l i z e d ,  and ha s  mass 

p roduc t i on ,  t h e r e  t o o  i t  may l o s e  some o f  t h i s  in -  

d i v i d u a l i t y .  But t h e  c o l o r  t h a t  t h e y  use!  They 
l o v e  c o l o r .  When I came back on to  a n  E n g l i s h  t r a i n ,  

I l i t e r a l l y  wept because  t h e  peop le  were s o  d r ab ,  

e v e r y t h i n g  was s o  drab. Drab! Why? 

Because they '  re n o t  venturesome? 
Not now. I d o n ' t  know why. 

You went t o  Asia a t  what p o i n t  i n  your  l i f e ?  

I went t o  A s i a  t h e  yea r  I was s i x t y .  I g o t  a f e e l i n g  

t h a t  I was s t a l e .  My c h i l d r e n  were grown, and d i d n ' t  

need me p a r F t i c u l a r l y .  And I f e l t  t h a t  i n  my t h i n k i n g  
I had g o t  on to  a k ind  o f  t r e a d m i l l .  And I had been 

t e a c h i n g  geography for a long  whi le  w i thou t  knowlng 



Mitchell: 	 much, without seeing much; and I thought I had 
' 

better learn something. So I went with a friend 


to the International Geographic Association 


meeting which met in Antwerp. We were taken on 


trips through the Netherlands, and then we went 


with the International Geographic group, seven- 

teen of us, representing six nations, to the 


Dutch East Indies. There we were shown around by 


the Dutch geographers, and we went to many places 


that are not open to regular tourists. 


Prescott: 	You mentioned that you were so exhilarated and 


excited about the color. Were there features of 


the trip which depressed you? 


Mitchell: 	 Poverty, of course, particularly when we got to 


India. We went from Indonesia to Burma and then 


India, Kashmir, and Afghanistan. Color everywhere. 


And beautiful, lovely things. And lovely babies; 

babies that were loved. I never heard a baby cry 


in Bali. 

Prescott: 	You had this stimulating experience under the 


guidance of International Geographic Association. 


Have you found membership in other associations 


valuable or stimulating, Mrs. Mitchell? 


Mitchell: 	 I don't quite know how to answer that. When I 

think back to where I actually worked with groups 

other than at Back Street, the New York City Board 


of Education stands out as the most important one. 


I worked with them very closely, and was actually 


put on the committee for reorganizing a curricufum, 

which was a great honor for a layman. And I worked 


a year as a fellow in the American Geographical 


Society at my own suggestion. I felt I ought to 

have more te~hnical'back~round I went 
than I had. 




123 


Mitchell:: 	 t o  the- museum. with  a couple of my maps toshow t o  
.. . 

I s a i a h  .Bowinan, who was. t h e n p r e s i d e n t .  I asked 

. . them " t o  educate  me.  So, they made me a f e l l o w . a q d .  , 


. . 	 , . . . . 

' t o l d  me . .t o  b r i n g  . i r e p o r t . .  i n  &I .Clueink, ' a c r o s s  t he  
.' . .. . 

.r i v e r  f romm~ a n h &tan; its p a s t ,  p r e sen t ,  fusure .  . I' 

, 

l e a rned  a tremendous amount t h e r e  because t h i s  was ' ' 

: t r ea ' t ed  as 	a t h e s i s .  

I had few working c o n t a c t s  wi th  o t h e r  pro- 

f e s s i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  though I was a member of  many. 
I was con ten t ,  I t h ink ,  t o  l e t  o t h e s  a t  Bank S t r e e t  

keep up the se  connect ions .  I was working a t  t h e  

time wi th  a doc tor ,  wi th  a psychologist--sometimes 

with  two o r  t h r e e  of them--with an a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  

wi th  a s o c i a l  worker, and a l l  of these  had t h e i r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s .  A s  chairman, mine was the  

i n t e g r a t i n g  r o l e  of  t h i s  c razy  lot of  maniacs f o r  ~ 
work, and I was t e r r i b l y  busy, I t e l l  you. I had i 
f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  and I was wri t ing.  

I d i d  a g r e a t  d e a l  of p u b l i c  t a l k i n g ,  however. 

I t a lked  a t  a g r e a t  many p l a c e s ,  a g r e a t  many. I 

l i k e d  t o  t a lk .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 These were before  educa t iona l  groups,  t e ache r s?  I 
Mitche l l :  	 Yes. A g r e a t  many schoo l  groups. I t a lked  at I 

PTA1s, and o t h e r  groups which were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  I 
ch i ld ren .  Oh, i t  seems t o  me t h a t  I w a s  t a l k i n g  I 
a l l  t h e  time. 

Honors Received 

P r e s c o t t : ,  	 Your work has  brought wi th  i t  much s a t i s f a c t i o n  

and many honors. T e l l  u s  about  r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  

R a d c l i f f e  p l a q u e  which I am holding. 

Mi tche l l :  	 That w a s  a g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  t o  me. My ~ i n d  o f  

educa t ion  t h a t  I have worked f o r ,  exper imenta l  I 
educa t ion ,  and ch i ld r en ,  were as f a r  from Racicl i f fe  

.: 



M i t c h e l l : .  	 ph i l o sophy  when I was t h e r e  as can  be imagined. 

- -And I w a s  r e a l l y  v e r y  much moved t o  r e c e i v e  

t h i s  grad.uate medal. R a d c l i f f e ,  as'a c o l l e g e ,  
is  n o t  a l lowed  t o  g i v e  a n  honora ry  degree .  

j - T h a t ' h a s  t o  come from Harvard. But  t h i s  is 

what t hey  g i v e  ' in i ts  place .  I t  w a s  t h e  o n l y  

one t h a t  t hey  had g iven  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  educa t i on .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 It s a y s  on t h e  back of it: "For d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

achievement  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  educa t ion .  Awarded 

t o  Lucy Sprague  M i t c h e l l ,  June  9, 1956." 

~ i t c h e l i :  	Y e s ,  i t  w a s  a g r e a t  s u r p r i s e .  Another  s u r p r i s e  

came ear l ier ,  when Harvard began g i v i n g  t h e  P h i  

B e t a  Kappa honor  t o  R a d c l i f f e . s t u d e n t s .  They 
went back ove r  ear l ier  g r a d u a t e s ,  and I was one 

o f  t h o s e  s e l e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  P h i  B e t a  Kappa 

key. 


The whole v i s i t  back to  R a d c l i f f e  w a s  an 
a s ton i shmen t  t o  m e  a l l  t h e  way around. When I 

w a s  t h e r e  as a s t u d e n t ,  R a d c l i f f e  s t u d e n t s  

weren ' t  a l lowed  t o  p u t  f o o t  i n  t h e  Harvard Yard  

at all. And ou r  R a d c l i f f e  luncheon was h e l d  i n  

Memorial H a l l ,  and t h a t  was where I r e c e i v e d  t h e  

award. 
P r e s c o t t :  	 Now l e t ' s  t a l k  abou t  your  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  honora ry  

degree  o f  ,LL.D. from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  C a l i f o r -  

n i a .  T h i s  award must have s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

f o r  you, as s o  few women are s o  honored. If I 

recall c o r r e c t l y ,  you were among t h e  f i rs t  group  
t o  whom P r e s i d e n t  Kerr awarded honorary  degrees .  

Won't you t e l l  u s  abou t  it? 

Mi t che l l :  	 Well, t h a t  was awarded f o r  my hav ing  been t h e  
first dean o f  wonen. I don ' t  know how much was 

known a b o u t  t h e  work t h a t  I had done af ter  I 



Mitche l l :  

P r e s c p t t :  
M i  tche ' l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi t che l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

M i  t c h e l l :  

l e f t  t h e  Univers i ty .  


Oh, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i t  was known. [ s e e  appendix] 

Well ,  I would l i k e  t o  t h i n k  so.  I am p r e s i d e n t  

emer i tus  of  Bank S t r e e t  Col lege ,  bu t  t h a t  wasn' t 

mentioned i n  t h e  award ceremony. 


, The f irst  time I went back t o  t h e  U n i v e r s w  

w a s  a t  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  from M r .  Kerr ,  who w a s  t hen  
c h a n c e l l o r ,  t o  throw t h e  f i r s t  b i t  of d i r t  o u t  
of  t he  ground f o r  t h e  women's dormitory,  

Yes, we have a charming p i c t u r e  of you do ing  tha t .  

I t  was r e a l l y  a very  p l e a s a n t  occasion.  I was 
welcomed by a few o l d  f r i e n d s  and by many new 

ones. And then  because I was the  first dean of 
one of 

women, and a l s o  because I was/the f i r s t  women on 

the  f a c u l t y ,  P r e s i d e n t  Kerr  i nc luded  me i n  the  
f i rs t  group of  honorary degrees  t h a t  he awarded. 

Yes, many of us  were p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

time , m d  remember i t  wi th  a g r e a t  d e a l  of p leasure .  
You mentioned being a member of  t h e  Dewey 
Hundredth Anniversary Committee, a l s o .  

T h a t ' s  a n  honorary member. Dewey was very  h i g h l y  

regarded  and had a g r e a t  fo l l owing  n o t  on ly  i n  
. : 


t h i s  coun t ry ,  b u t  abroad.  I was s u r p r i s e d.
. t o  be  

asked t o  be  one of t he  e i g h t e e n  from the  Uni ted 

S t a t e s  on t h e  honorary c o r n i t t e e .  I ' v e  always 

f e l t  I owed a g r e a t  deb t  t o  Dewey. And my hus- 

band, who s t u d i e d  under Dewey when an  undergraduate  

i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Chicago, a l s o  f e l t  t h a t .  But . 

on t h e  committee they  had t h e  most impress ive  

people  from a l l  over  t h e  world. The on ly  one who 
comes t o  my mind a t  themoment i s  Nehru, b u t  

t h e r e  were a g r e a t  many more. , 



P r e s c o t t :  I suppose t h a t  you a l s o  have been a member of 

t he  White House Conference on Yout.h? 

Mi tche l l :  I have never  been on t h e  n a t i o n a l  committee, 

b u t  I have a t tended .  I g o t  a g r e a t  d e a l  ou t  
of t h e  meetings.  P a r t l y ,  I must s ay ,  what I 

g o t  was rage.  [ ~ a u ~ h t e r ]I t  was very s t i m u l a t i n g .  . 

I always came back and wrote l i k e  mad. 

P r e s c o t t :  Because you f e l t  t h a t  t h i n g s  weren ' t  moving f a s t  

enough? 
Mi tche l l :  Yes, and then,  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p o l i t i c a l  

element t h a t  had no bus ines s  t o  be i n  on an 'ed- 

u c a t i o n a l  conference.  That w a s  ev iden t  i n  

va r ious  groups. And a l s o  i n  t h e ,  wel l . . . I  don ' t  

know...it was a k ind  of f e e l i n g ,  almost l i k e  

smel l .  You can sense  when something is done 

f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  reason ,  o r  from an e a r n e s t  

d e s i r e  t o  he lp  ch i ldren .  

P r e s c o t t :  Would i t  be b e t t e r  t o  p l a n  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y ?  

Mi tche l l :  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know. I don ' t  f e e l  a t  

a l l  s o p h i s t i c a t e d .  I g e t  mad very e a s i l y  when 

I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  a t t e n t i o n  i s  n o t  f o r  the  

good of t h e  ch i ld .  I g e t  ve ry  mad. 

P r e s c o t t :  And you thought t h e s e  meet ings  were p r e t t y  much 

used as p o l i t i c a l  ins t ruments ,  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  

was being used as a p o l i t i c a l  ins t rument  t o  

f u r t h e r  some p o l i t i c a l  a i m ?  
Mi t che l l :  Well, i t  seemed t o  me t h a t  t h e  h i e r a r c h i e s  were 

us ing  t h e  meeting t h i s  way. 



Observa t ions  on P re sen t -  Day Educat ion 

P r e s c o t t :  Mrs. Mi t che l l ,  a f t e r  a iong l i f e  of p a r t i -

c i p a t i o n  i n  educa t ion ,  do you f e e l  t h a t  the  

slow e v o l u t i o n s r y  changes which e v e n t u a l l y  
come o u t  of  p u b l i c  op in ion  r e a c t i n g  on edu- 

c a t i o n  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  so lve  the  problems i n .  

t h i s  r a p i d l y  changing world? 
Mi tche l l :  No, b u t  I have l e a r n e d  t h a t  p u b l i c  op in ion  

r e a c t s  ve ry  s lowly.  And t h e r e ' s  always been 

aomething t h a t  i r r i t a t e s  me, and t h a t  is the 

v o i c e s  z g a i n s t  a r e  s o  much loude r  than  t h e  

v o i c e s  for. 
P r e s c o t t :  We have never  r e a l l y  l ea rned  how t o  dramat ize  

t h e  ? r o s ,  have we? 
Mi t che l l :  We have never  l e a r n e d  t o  dramat ize  t h e  pros.  

That I used t o  f e e l  i n  t h e  White House Con- 

f e r e n c e s  on Youth. I ' v e  f e l t  t h a t  i n  s o  may 

? u b l i c  performances.  I have j u s t  l e a rned  t o  

a c c e p t  i t .  Perhaps  i f  I were a youngster ,  I 

would not .  P rog re s s  moves slowly. 

P r e s c o t t :  Yes, t h a t  is so.  

You s p e n t  such  a long  time i n  New York 
working wi th  t h e  board of educat ion.  Before 

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  r e a l l y  a c c e p t e d t h e  i d e a  of 
your  r e s e a r c h ' p r o g r a n ,  were you discouraged? 

Mi t che l l :  No, I c a n ' t  s a y  I was.discouraged.  I t h i n k  

perhaps  t h e  g r e a t e s t  v i r t u e  t h a t  I have is 

pa t i ence .  And a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e r e  have been nany, 

many accep tances  i n  t h e  New York p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  

i n  my l i f e t i a e .  They r e a l l y  a r e  cons ide r ing  

q u e s t i o n s  and problems t h a t  they w e r e n t t  aware 
e x i s t e d  when I f i r s t  came. f 

~ i e s c o t t :  Such as t h e , i n t e g r a t i o n  programs? 



Mitche l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi t che l l :  

Oh, I thin^ they 've  always been aware of t h a t ,  


bu t  t h e  t r o u b l e  wP t h  t he  i n t e g r a t i o n  program 


i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  i t  r e a l l y  is a housing 
 .. 
problem. I t ' s  always been a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w  t o  

s e g r e g a t e ,  b u t  i f  your c h i l d r e n  go  t o  t h e  

n e a r e s t  s c h o o l ,  and t h e r e  is housing segrega-  

t i o n ,  s e g r e g a t i o n  n a t u r a l l y  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  school .  

No, I mean i n  t he  ways of working w i t h  

c h i l d r e n .  When I first went i n t o  p u b l i c  edu- .  

c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  were twenty-six s y l l a b i  t h a t  had 

t o  be fo l lowed  on d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s ,  b u t  n o t  

one o f  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  was a c h i l d .  

And I suppose  t h a t  t h e s e  cou r se s  o f  s t u d y  were 

n o t  coo rd ina t ed?  

No, y e t  I t h i n k  they  were ve ry  nuch aware of 

t h a t .  Of cou r se ,  New York is s o  v a s t  t h a t  you 

g e t  e v e r y t h i n g ,  from t h e  bad t o  t h e  v e r y  good. 

But our  work i n  Bank S t r e e t  and our  workshops 

i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  have been s o  c o r d i a l l y  r e c e i v e d  

by t h e  board.  Oh, we've had f l a r e u p s ;  b u t  on t h e  

whole, ou r  work ha s  been c o r d i a l l y  r e c e i v e d  and 

f a i r l y  r a p i d l y .  They a l s o  r e a l i z e  they need 

t e a c h e r s  who have more than  j u s t  p l a i n  f a c t s .  

I would s a y  t h a t  t e a c h e r  educa t i on  is t h e  

b i g g e s t  l a g  i n  educa t ion .  I t h i n k  t h a t  is t r u e  

everywhere.  But I a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  l a g  i n  
e d u c a t i n g  r e a l l y  open-min5ed a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

comes a c l o s e  second. I n  New York, most s c h o o l  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  start  as t e ache r s .  A s  t h ey  

p r o g r e s s  up t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a d d e r ,  they  g e t  

f u r t h e r  and f u r t h e r  away from t h e  c h i l d .  And t h e  

power g o e s  t o  t h e i r  heads.  They l i k e  t o  have 

t he  t e a c h e r s  l ook ing  up t o  them and obeying them, 

and I t h i n k  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  is passed on,  and t he  

t e z c h e r s  t hen  van t  t hz  c h i l d r e n  t o  l ook  up t o  



N i t c h e l l :  them and obey them. 

P r e s c o t t :  I n  your exper ience ,  has  t e a c h e r s '  educa t ion  been 
most s u c c e s s f u l  i n  small groups? 

Mi t che l l :  No, I t augh t  a t  The L i t t l e  Red School House, 

where t h e  number of  s t u d e n t s  was always kep t  

a t  t h e  same l e v e l  as i n  t h e  p u b l i c  schools .  

I would r a t h e r  have freedom with  a l a r g e  c l a s s  
than. I would have i n h i b i t i o n s  wi th  a small class. 

I have never  found i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  handle  twentp- 
f i v e  ch i ld r en .  Never. I n  my k inde rga r t en ,  when 
I f i r s t  taught  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  school ,  I had 

th i r t y -n ine .  That w a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w .  The 

p r i n c i p a l  s a i d ,  "Well, don ' t  l e t  t h a t  bo the r  
you, because t h e y ' r e  n o t  on t h e  r e g i s t e r .  We 

j u s t  do i t  t o  p l ea se  t h e  pa ren t s . "  I n  t h e  f i r s t  
g r ade  I had fo r ty - th ree .  I would r a t h e r  t each  

t h a t  number than  I would twelve--- 

P r e s c o t t :  You must have soue i n t e r e s t i n g  thoughts  about  

present-day educa t iona l  problems. Do you t h i n k  
p u b l i c  educa t ion  i s  answering t h e  need? 

Mi t che l l :  Oh, I h e s i t a t e  t o  answer f o r  two reasons:  f irst ,  
I a m  n o t  s o  c l o s e  t o  educa t ion  now; and second, 

t h e r e  is always need f o r  change. 

P r e s c o t t :  Have you thoughts  as t o  t h e  changes you should  

l i k e  t o  s e e  brought about  i n  your  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ' s  

educat ion? 

Mi t che l l :  Well ,  I have t en  g randch i ld ren ,  and some of them 

go t o  p u b l i c  s choo l s ,  and some of them go t o  

p r i v a t e .  Th i s  may be j u s t  a happenstance,  b u t  

I t h i n k  t h e  p u b l i c  s choo l s  which my g randch i ld ren  

go t o  a r e  b e t t e r  than  t h e  p r i v a t e  s choo l s  my o t h e r  

g r andch i ld ren  a t t end .  

P r e s c o t t :  I s n ' t  t h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g !  Is t h a t  because the  
program is  more imagina t ive ,  o r  because t he  
t e a c h e r s  are b e t t e r ?  

. . 



Mitchel l :  Both. 

P r e s c o t t :  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  our  p u b l i c  s choo l s  a r e  beconing 

b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  s e r v e  p r e s e n t  day needs? 
Mi tche l l :  I t h ink  t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  to .  I t h i n k  t h e  t e a c h e r s  

as a whole, t hose  t h a t  I have come i n  c o n t a c t  

wi th ,  which of  cou r se  i s  a comparat ively  s m a l l  

number, have been very ,  ve ry  eager  t o  improve 

t h e i r  work. I have g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  t eache r s .  I 

t h i n k  they have been k icked  abou t  and, as I say ,  I 

they a r e  a t  t h e  lowes t  end o f  t h e  ladder .  I n  

New York suddenly t hey  were t o l d  t o  be  exper imenta l .  

That doesn ' t  come about  j u s t  because you ' r e  t o ld .  

And you c a n ' t  be exper imenta l  u n l e s s  you ' r e  a l lowed 

t o  be. A l l  my work wi th  t e a c h e r s  h a s  l e d  me t o  

r e s p e c t  them. Oh, I won't  s a y  one hundred p e r c e n t ,  

bu t  a h ighe r  average than i n  most groups. They 

a r e  consc i en t ious  and t h e y ' r e  very ,  v e r y  eage r  t o  

improve. And they  love  ch i ld r en .  

I f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  is  r e a l  progress .  I f e e l  

t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  which i s  b lock ing  u s  now is the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  schools .  
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WRITING FOR CHILDREN 

P r e s c o t t :  	 Th i s  morning we a r e  go ing  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  


books you have w r i t t e n .  A few o f . t hem a r e  on 


-	 t h e  t a b l e  be tueen  u s ,  and we w i l l  t a l k  abou t  

each one b r i e f l y  as we leaf through i t .  You 

e a r l y  dec ided  t o  w r i t e  t h e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  your  

own t e a c h i n g ,  ' d i d n ' t  you? 

Mi t che l l :  	 Yes, b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  t he  


way I approached i t .  I a r r i v e d  i n  New York wi th  


a v e r y  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  language. I t h i n k  I 


a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  world  wi th  t h a t  i n t e r e s t .  I had 


t augh t  v e r s i f i c a t i o n  t o  g r zdua t e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t he  


U n i v e r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a .  I was much i n t r i g u e d  


by c h i l d r e n ' s  l anguage ,  and b e ~ a n  t o  t a k r e c o r d s  


when I had c h i l d r e n  of  my own, and I a l s o  took 


very  f u l l  r e c o r d s  of  language,  f i rs t  i n  t h e  


n u r s e r y  sc : loo l ,  and l a t e r  i n  t h e  e lementa ry  schools .  


And when I b e i a n  t o  t e ach ,  I k e p t  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  


as a c c u r a t e l y  as I could ;  and I ' l l  never  f o r g e t  


t h e  excitement--because i t  i s  e x c i t i n g  when you 


make a d i s cove ry  i n  t n i n g s  you've been f a m i l i a r  


w i t h  and n o t  unders tood  a t  a l l  b e f o r e  --when I found 


o u t  t h e t  if they  werezt' t a l z a y s  b e i n 2  c o r r e c t e d  on 


grammar o r  p ronunc i a t i on ,  c n i l d r e n  n a t u r a l l y  used  


t h e  ve ry  e l emen t s  t h a t  I h.-d t augh t  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  


of w r i t i n g  ve r se .  And t h e s e  e lements  were rhyme, 


rhythm, and p a t t e r n  o r  des ign.  And I a l s o  found 


t h a t  none of t h e  s t o r i e s  f o r  c k i l d r e n  t h z t  were 


be ing  w r i t t e n  nowadays r e a l l y  t r i e d  t o  do t h a t .  

S u b j e c t  m a t t e r  wnich touched t he  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i v e s  


w a s  n o t  be ing  w r i t t e n  i n  rhythm, o r  i n  a rhythmic 


The f i rs t  t h i n g  t h a t  I wrote i n  t h i s  form 



M i t c h e l l : 

Mitche l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

w a s  Xere and Now S to ry  Bmk. I was accused  of  

n o t  a ~ p r e c i a t i n g  t he  c h i l d r e n ' s  c l a s s i c s  such  

as King A r t h u r  t a l e s  and Mother Goose. Now, 
t h a t  w a s  n eve r ,  never  t r u e .  My claim was t h a t  

f a n t a s y  is  a c h i l d ' s  n a t u r a l  way of  t h i n k i n g ,  

and t h a t  you should  not '  g i v e  r e a l l y  h i s t o r i c  

m a t e r i a l  u n t i l  t h e  c h i l d  h a s  a g r a s p  of what 

is f a n t a s y  and what is  r e a l i t y ,  Secause  he 

d o e s n ' t .  d i s t i n g u i s h ;  he c a n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h ;  s o  

I f e l t  t h a t  something l i k e  t h e  Xing A t t h u r  

l egends  shou ld  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e r e  was some compre-

hens ion  o f t h e  background i n  which King Ar thu r  

l i v e d .  
To me, t h e  c l a s s i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Mother 

Goose, have l i v e d  as c l a s s i c s  j u s t  because  they 

have t h e  rhythms and des ign .  The whole language 

is p u t  i n t o  p a t t e r n .  And I thought ,  w e l l ,  why 

n o t  t r y  t o  p u t  t h e  familiar, every-day l i f e  

of l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  p a t t e r n ?  To b r i n g  t o  

them t h e i r  own familiar e x p e r i e n c e s ,  t h i n g s  

t hey  n a t u r a l l y  l ove  and r e - c r e a t e  i n  f a n t a s y  

of  t h e i r  own. "Me" is s o  dominant w i th  l i t t l e  
c h i l d r e n .  So I began t o  d i g  i n t o  my r e c o r d s  

w i th  t h i s  i n  mind, and t hen ,  w i th  t h e  courage 

I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I could  summon now, I wrote  t h e  

s t o r i e s  around t he  c o n t e n t  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  had 

g i v e n  m e  i n  t h e i r  own f r e e  language.  

And t h a t  a ccoun t s  f o r  such  i n t e r e s t i n g  t i t l e s  
as Pedro ' s  F e e t ,  which d e a l s  w i th  a l i t t l e  dog, 

and The Farmer T r i e s  t o  S l e e ~ ?  

Y s s ,  And I always read  my s t o r i e s  t o  c h i l d r e n  

t o  n o t e  t h e i r  r esponses  and modify t h e  language 

a c c o r d i n g l y ,  Also I l e t  them a c t ,  do t h i n g s  
t h e y  wanted t o  do whi le  I was r ead ing .  

Oh, you used  d ramat ic  p l ay?  
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Mitche l l :  Well, n o t  r e a l l y  t h a t ,  bu t  when I read  K i p l i n g ' s  

White S e a l  I l e t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  swing t o  t h e  rhythms . ' 

of  t h e  two songs  t h a t  t h e  mother s e a l  s i n g s  t o -  

h e r  baby. One is a long ,  s low swing o f  a l u l l a b y  

on t h e  waves, and the'  o t h e r  is a choppy, s c o l d i n g  

song. Younger c h i l d r e n  more o f t e n  respond w i t h  

t h e i r  muscles  r a t h e r  than  w i th  words. I had 

n o t i c e d  t h a t  when I t o l d  a s t o r y  about  a s t r o n g  

ho r se  (and o f  cou r se ,  h o r s e s  were very  much i n  

our  world t h e n ) ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a l l  s t r a i g h t e n e d  

up. Oh, they were f e e l i n g  l i k e  a ho r se  i n s i d e !  

When I t o l d  a s t o r y  about  a k i t t e n ,  they  a l l  re-

l a x e d  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s .  Some of  them even f o l d e d  

t h e i r  arms over  as if t hey  were h o l d i n g  a k i t t e n .  

So I thought  t h a t  t h i s  was a p a r t  of t h e  way t h e y  

a p p r e c i a t e d ,  r e a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

and t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  So I encouraged such  muscle 

r e sponse s  and I t h i n k  I was r i g h t .  I s t i l l  t h i n k  

Iwas r i g h t .  C h i l d r e n  used t h e i r  bod ies  sponta-  

neous ly ,  and wha t ch i l d r en  do spon taneous ly  is 
u s u a l l y  r i g h t  f o r  them. And I had d i s cove red  

some s imp le  ways t o  use  memories of  muscular  ex-

p e r i e n c e s  t o  supplement v i s u a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  even 

be fo r e  I l e f t  C a l i f o r n i a .  I had taken my n i e c e ,  

who was n e a r l y  f o u r ,  on a walk up t h e  Berke ley  

h i l l  on which s h e  l i v e d .  The nex t  day I t r i e d  

t o  make h e r  r e c a l l  t h i s  walk. I spoke of  my a d u l t  

memories of  houses  we pas sed  and t h e  view o f  t h e  

bay. Her face remained blank.  Suddenly i t  
l i g h t e d  up. "Oh;" s h e  s a i d ,  "You mean t h e  p l a c e  

where t h e  l e g s  ache!"  Her memories. 

I remember t e l l i n g  a s t o r y  of a c h i l d  who 

had t o  c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  under  t h e  e l e v a t e d  on 
t h e  way t o  school .  I t o l d  i t  t o  e i g h t '  four-year-  

o l d s  who d i d  t h i s . e v e r y  s c h o o l  day. I spoke of  - .  



M i t c h e l l :  

P r e s c 3 t t :  

M i t c h e l l :  

P r e s c o t t: 

M i t c h e l l :  

I 
I 

P r e s c ot t: 

Mi tche l l :  

t h e  t r a i n  approach ing  on t h e  e l e v a t e d  t r a c k .  


A l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were a f r a i d  t h e  c h i l d  would 


be run  o v e r  u n t i l  I s a i d ,  "And t h e  c h i l d  threw 


back h i s  head and looked up, and t h e r e  w a s  t h e  


g r e a t  t r a i n  coming." Then t h e y  unders tood.  


They t h i n k  "up" i n  t h e  back o f  t h e i r  necks.  


Tha t  is what I c a l l  " d i r e c t  language." If you 


p u t  what a c h i l d  h a s  t o  do i n  o r d e r  t o  p e r c e i v e ,  


he  is wi th  you. Otherwise,  you l o s e  him.' 


I s n ' t  t h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g !  


I was f a s c i n a t e d  by t h e s e  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  

I r e a d  i n  Here and Now S t o r y  Book, how Marni 

g e t s  d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  morning, f o r  instance. 
Wel l ,  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s t o r y  o r i g i n a t e d  t o  e a s e  

t h e  a c t u a l  c h o r e  o f  g e t t i n g  a w r i g g l i n g  c h i l d  

d ressed .  I r e a d  sim?le s t o r i e s  l i k e  t h a t  t o  

g roups  o f  young c h i l d r e n  p a r t l y  t o  j u s t  ease 
b o r i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .  T h e y ' l l  g o  r i g h t  a l o n g  

do ing  t h i n g s  j u s t  as long  as you keep up a f low 

o f  rhy thmic  language.  

And you were t e a c h i n g  your  d a u g h t e r  Marni t o  

d r e s s  h e r s e l f .  And abou t  t h e  h a i r :  "Brush 

i t  s o ,  b rush  i t  slow, b rush  i t  h e r e  and b r u s h  i t  
t h e r e ,  and b r u s h  i t  a l l  over your  d e a r  l i t t l e  

head. " 
Well, s h e  thought  i t  was funny when I d i d  t h a t .  

I t  made t h e  h a t e d  b rush ing  o f  h e r  h a i r  i n t o  a 

g a y  s x p e r i e n c e .  . 
That  book h a s  a long  i n t r o d u c t i o n  a b o u t  

l anguage ,  which wasn ' t  changed a t  a l l  when i t  
was r e p r i n t e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a f o o t n o t e  abou t  

f a n t a s y .  I thought  i t  s t o o d  up j u s t  as i t  w a s .  

T h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Here and Now r e a l l y  sum-

m a r i z e s  your  t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  language 

f o r  young c h i l d r e n .  

Yes, and I t h i n k  i t  w z s  one o f  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g s  

I e v e r  d id .  



P r e s c o t t :  	 'This o t h e r  book which I have i n  my hand is 

c a l l k d  Horses  Now and Long Ago. That  is a l s o  
an e a r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n .  

M i t c h e l l :  Yes, 1 was a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  geography s t a g e  then.  
P r e s c o t t :  You were d o i n g  reseai-ch t o  f i t  i n t o  your  t e a c h i n g  of 

geographg-

M i t c h e l l :  	 I found t h a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h o r s e  w a s  a d i s t i n c t  

epoch w i t h  m y  own c h i l d r e n  and  t h e i r  playmates.  

I never  knew a c h i l d  who w a s  exposed t o  h o r s e s  

who d i d n ' t  a d o r e  them a t  some time. To g e t  up 

on a h o r s e  is r e a l l y  a great exper ience .  O f  

c o u r s e  I took  a l l  t h e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  t o  s e e  t h e  

s t a b l e s ,  and i n  t h o s e  days  t h e r e  were b lacksmi ths ,  

too ,  you knou, And I found t h a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  h o r s e s  

p rov ided  means of  g e t t i n g  c h i l d r e n  t o  i d e ~ t i f y  w i t h  

l o n g  ago and  far away. 

P r e s c o t t :  	 Yes, I n o t i c e  t h a t  you end up i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  on 

t h e  t h r e e - t o e d  horse .  

M i t c h e l l :  	 Yes. I beg= w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  and went back,  

because  I thought  t h a t  t h a t  was normal f o r  c h i l d r e n .  

I a l t e r n a t e  e x y o s i t i o n  a b o u t  a h o r s e  i n  a s p e c i a l  

p e r i o d  of h i s t o r y  w i t h  a s t o r y  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e s  

i t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f a u l t  i n  t h a t  book i s  t h a t  

t h e  e x p o s i t i c n  p a r t  is o l d e r  than  t h e  s t o r i e s .  

d o n ' t  t h i n k  t ha t  they  match. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  

s t o r i e s  s t a n d - b y  themselves ,  and a r e  much younger. 

I d c n ' t  know whether t h e  s t o r i e s  a r e  t o o  young, 

o r  t h e  e x p o s i t i o n  is  t o o  o l d ;  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  

t h a t  they  q u i t e  match i n  a g e  i n t e r e s t .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 What age  g r o u p  w a s  t h i s  p lanned  f o r ?  

M i t c h e l l :  	 Nine and t e n ;  abou t  t h e  f o u r t h  and f i f t h  g r a d e s .  

These h o r s e  s t o r i e s  were w r i t t e n  a t  t h e  t ime you 

were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  map work, w e r e n ' t  they?  

Yes,  I had a l r e a d y  begun what was i a te r  c a l l e d  

. -
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M i  t c h e l l :  	 " s o c i a l  s t u d i e s . "  I had w r i t t e n  Z t h  A n e r i c a  
. . 

w i t h  t h e  same g e n e r a l - p a t t e r n  o f  a l t e r n a t i n g  
e x p o s i t o r y  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  s t o r i e s .  T h i s  is out-

of-date  now, and is o u t  of p r i n t .  So many t h i n g s  

have happened s i n c e  i t  was pub l i shed .  J u s t  t h i n k  

what h a s  been added t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  of  o u r  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  s i n c e  then. 

P r e s c o t t :  	 I opened t h e  book t o  one l i t t l e  poem which is 

c a l l e d  "Who W i l l  E a t  t h e  Corn Crop," which seems 

r a t h e r  c u r r e n t .  
M i t c h e l l :  	 Yes, of  c o u r s e  t h e r e  a r e  some of  them t h a t  are 

c u r r e n t .  But o t h e r s  would have t o  be b r o u g h t  
up- to-date.  

P r e s c o t t :  	 T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  d a t e  was 1931. The i l l u s t r z t i o n s  

are p e r f e c t l y  d e l i g h t f u l .  T e l l  me something a b o u t  
Kur t  Weise, t h e  i l l u s t r a t o r .  

M i t c h e l l :  	 He was one i l l u s t r a t o r  who r e a l l y  s t u d i e d  t h e  t e x t .  
He 's  a w r i t e r  h imsel f  as w e l l  as a n  i l l u s t r a t o r ;  

he  h a s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  O r i e n t  a good d e a l ,  and  h a s  
w r i t t e n  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  China f o r  c h i l d r e n .  He was 

a b r i l l i a n t ,  charming man, and he  was devo ted  t o  

c h i l d r e n .  If a c h i l d  i n  t h e  room wzs a b o t h e r ,  
h e ' d  j u s t  draw t h e  most wonderful  animal  and g i v e  

i t  t o  him. 
P r e s c o t t :  	 Well ,  I n o t i c e d  t h i s  one o f  t h e  cows on t h e  

g r a s s y  p l a i n .  What a n i c e  t h i n g !  

M i t c h e l l :  	 Yes. He worked v e r y  c l o s e l y  w i t h  me. I t  w a s  a 

wonderful  p r i v i l e g e ,  because  s o  many artists j u s t  

g r a b  t h e  book and do i t  a l l  wrong. 

P r e s c o t t :  	 Hendr ik  Van Loon d i d  some i l l u s t r a t i n g  f o r  you,  

d i d n ' t  he? 

M i t c h e l l :  	 Yes. H e  d i d  t h e  f i r s t  Here and Now book. And h e  
never  r e a d  t h e  t e x t  at  a l l .  He h a d n ' t  thought  i t  

n e c e s s a r y .  He j u s t  opened t h e  book, and i f  h e  



Mitche l l :  	 found something he  wanted t o  do, h e  would do i t .  

He w a s  a geog raphe r ,  and I admired him ve ry  much, 

But he  w a s ,  oh,  he  was j u s t  a law un to  h i a s e l f !  

The a u t h o r . h a d  n o  r i g h t s  a t  a l l .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 Now t h i s  1940 p u b l i c a t i o n ,  My Country ' T i s  of  

Thee marches a c r o s s  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  d o e s n ' t  

i t ?  . 

Mitche l l :  That  was an  e f f o r t  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  a d u l t s  t h e  need I 


and  gave  a b s o l u t e  p roof  t h a t  t h e r e  cou ld  neve r  


be  any more, We have s i n c e  found l o t s  of o i l  


where they  s a i d  o i l  c o u l d n ' t  be found. The 


I 


H i s t o r y  and geography were bo th  t a u g h t  w i t h i n  


t h a  p o l i t i c a l  boundar ies  o f  states. S t a t e s  and 


up by s t a t e s .  There  was n o t h i n g  on r e g i o n s  a t  


all. 

When I t a u g h t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  n i n e  o r  o l d e r ,  


I would have Amusing i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  on my b i g  


maps r e s u l t i n g  from t h i s  l a c k  of knowledge o f  


e f f e c t s  of a b i g  s to rm i n  tme Rockies .  I would 


of  conse rva t i on .  Th i s  was a &omy p e r i o d ,  and I 

t h e  book i s  d a t e d  bo th  emo t iona l l y  and f a c t u a l l y .  I 

I t  was w r i t t e n  a t  t h e  t i n e  when everybody,  in- I 

c l u d i n g  S t u a r t  Chase, a n  o l d  f r i e n d  o f  o u r s ,  I 

s a i d  t h a t  t he  o i l  was a l l  go ing  t o  g i v e  o u t ,  I 


world  ha s  opened up so .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was a good 

book, and I d i d  i t  p a r t l y  f o r  t e a c h e r s ,  because  I 

t e a c h e r s  seemed t o  have no i d e a  o f  r eg ions . . I 


t h e i r  bounda r i e s ,  boundar ies  and  more boundar ies ,  I 

t h a t ' s  a l l  t hey  t augh t .  The cu r r i cu lum was made I 


r eg ions .  Suppose w e  were go ing  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  




Mitche l l :  

P r e s c o t t: 

Mi tche l l :  

had t o  start  no r th  with h i s  f i n g e r ,  then he 

would s ay ,  !'I'm wrong. I ' m  going t o  g e t  i n t o  
Canada." You s e e ,  the  p o l i t 3 c a l  boundary w a s  

g iven  f i r s t .  T h a t  w a s  a t h i n g  t h a t  was e n t i r e l y  
u n r e a l  t o  them. Absolute ly  un rea l .  I remember 
a c h i l d  who was t r y i n g  t o  t r a c e  a r o u t e  a c r o s s  

t he  con t inen t  on a ho r se ,  and I s a i d ,  "Now here  -

i s  a s t a t e  boundary, what a r e  you going t o  do?" 
And she  s a i d ,  "Oh, my horse  is  a f i n e  jumper!" 

She thought i t  was something v i s i b l e .  She wasn ' t  
o l d  enough t o  unders tand the  a b s t r a c t  i d e a  t h a t  

had been g iven  her. 

I l i k e  your i d e a  of t each ing  geography and h i s t o r y  

i n  conjunc t ion  with r i v e r  systems,  because t hey ' r e  

a l l  s o  i n t e r r e l a t e d .  Our Country was meant f o r  

s t u d e n t s  of  the  t h i r d  grade. 

Yes, t h a t  was one of  t he  s o c i a l  s t udy  textbooks 

c a l l e d  This  Growinp World t h a t  we were doing i n  

t h e  Bank S t r e e t  W r i t e r s r  Laboratory.  Margaret 

Wise Brown, a member then,  and Mary Phelps. Heath 

& Co. were the  pub l i she r s .  We were supposed t o  

do s i x  grades .  We publ i shed  the  f irst  th ree  g rades ,  

b u t  I g o t  s o  angry t h a t  we never  f i n i s h e d  the  l as t  

t h r ee .  This  was too  bad as they  were very  good 

ones. The f o u r t h  grade  one, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was a 

very  s imple  exp lana t ion  of  how the  e a r t h  and l i f e  
on e a r t h  developed, once more w r i t t e n  with  s t o r i e s  
of t h e  work of people  o r  animals  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

r eg ions ,  followed by an  explana tory  s ec t i on .  I t  

w a s  c a l l e d  The h r t h  and Its Homes. I n  t h a t ,  f o r  

i n s t ance ,  t he  p u b l i s h e r s  asked me i f  I cou ldn ' t  

modify the  p a r t  d e a l i n ~  wi th  t he  age of  the  e a r t h .  

They s a i d ,  "You make the  e a r t h  seem s o  very  9 l d .  

We ne$er could s e l l  t h i s  i n  Tennessee." [ ~ a u ~ h t e r ]  
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Mi t che l l :  The book f o r  s i x t h  g r a d e  which w a s  The Americas, 

, North and South  was never  pub l i shed .  ( I  tihink' 

t h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  p i e c e  o f  w r i t i n g  I e v e r  d i d . )  

We 'were t o l d  . t h a t  they  wanted u s  t o  t ake  up con-

t r o v e r s i a l  s u b j e c t s ;  b u t  w e  were n o t  a l lowed  t o  

mention ~ e ~ r o e s  i n l t h e  ~ n i ' t e d  s t a t e s ,  a s ' m o s t  o f  

l i k e  C a l i f o r n i a ,  where t h e  s t a t e  adop t s  t h e  

text." One. o f  t h e  t h i n g s  I ' v e  a l w a y s w a n t e d  t o  

o f  t h e  a l i b i e r s  would be p u b l i s h e r s .  I pub l i shed  

w i th  e i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  p u b l i s h e r s ;  n o t  a l l  were 

a l i b i e r s .  

con t a ined  i n  Our Ch i ld r en  and Our Schools.  Th i s  

is  a r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  i s n ' t  i t? 

a t  t h e  Bank S t r e e t  workshop. Mine was among them. 

. . .  , 

. . . 
. , .  . ., . . . , : .  . . . . . .  .. . , .. . . . . .  . . ., . . .  



M i t c h e l l :  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  years .  I used t h e  same m a t e r i a l ,  

' bu t  p repared  i t  f o r  a d i f f e r e n t  audience.  I had 

,a good d e a l  of h e l p  from C h a r l o t t e  Windsor and 

Agnes Snyder.  

~ r e s c o t t :  	As I r e a d  t h e  book I w a s  impressed w i th  how c l e a r l y  

you managed t o  pu t  down t h e  r e s e a r c h  techn iques  

i n  t h i s  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  f i e l d .  The people  a t  t h e  

school  of  educa t ion  a s s u r e  me t h a t  they  use  i t  
q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e l y  as a r e f e r e n c e  book. 

Mi t che l l :  	 Well,  I t h i n k  techniques  a r e . i m p o r t a n t .  And I 

wanted t o  show t h e  way t e a c h e r s  respond,  j u s t  as 

do c h i l d r e n ,  i f  you can g e t  them t o  i d e n t i f y  wi th  

a s i t u a t i o n ,  And I wanted t o  show t h e  growth of 

conf idence  t h a t  went on there .  The r ea son  s o  many 

people  f a i l  is t h a t  they  never  a c q u i r e  confidence.  

Almost always,  when we f i r s t  went i n t o  a p u b l i c  

s choo l ,  they thought we were t h e r e  f o r  something. 

"What a r e  you go ing  t o  g e t  o u t  of t h i s ? "  I remember 

one o f  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  asked me what Bank S t r e e t  

was g e t t i n g  ou t  of  t h e  workshop. 

P r e s c o t t :  	 Your most r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  is Two L ives ,  t h e  

s t o r y  of  Mr. l ' I i t c h e l l f s  and your l i f e ?  

Mi tche l l :  Yes, t h a t ' s  my l a s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  excep t  f o r  a few 

s t o r i e s  and i n t r o d u c t i o n s  w r i t t e n  f o r  Bank Stteet 

a n t h o l o g i e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  Two Lives  was w r i t t e n  

e n t i r e l y  a f t e r  Mr. M i t c h e l l  d ied.  I was encouraged 

by h i s  f r i e n d s  t o  w r i t e  t ha t .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  by t h e  

s t a f f  of  t he  Nat iona l  Bureau of Economic Research 

wi th  whom he,worked as d i r e c t o r  of r e s e a r c h .  They 

were ve ry  anx ious  t o  have a r eco rd  of something 

b e s i d e s  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  work. I t  was a t e r r i b l y  ' 

d i f f i c u l t  bbok t o  w r i t e ,  n c t  on ly  emo t iona l l y ,  

b u t  because . there  was a tremendous amount of  

m a t e r i a l  from which t o  s e l e c t .  I wrote  t h a t ,  and 

a t  t h e  same t ime p u t  a l l  h i s  f i l e s  i n  o r d e r  and s e n t  



M i t c h e l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

M i t c h e l l :  

up t n e  a a n u s c r i p t  m a t e r i a l  t o  Columbia. A 

good d e a l  of h i s  material is s t i l l  at  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  Bureau o f  Economic Research.  
The t a s k  of  i n t e g r a t i n 2  two l i v e s  as busy and  

f u l l  as y o u r s  and N r .  M i t c h e l l ' s  was a momentous 
t a s k ,  r e a l l y .  

Yes, and  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  w a s  t h a t  of  

d e c i d i n g  what was p e r s o n a l  and what was p r i v a t e  

m a t e r i a l .  
~ r e s c o t t :  How d i d  'your c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e  t h e  book? 
M i t c h e l l :  
 Wel l ,  I had f o u r  of  them and t h e y  r e c e i v e d  i t  f o u r  I 


P r e s c ~ t t :  

Mi tche l l :  
 Well, t h a t  number i n c l u d e s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  of  which I 


P r e s c o t t :  

M i t c h e l l :  

d i f f e r e n t  ways.. Two of them h e l p e d  me a g r e a t  d e a l .  


They r e a d  a l l  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  m a n u s c r i p t s  t h a t  I 


had s e l e c t e d  as p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  book, and 


t h e n  r e a d  my m a n u s c r i p t ,  a l l  t h a t  I had w r i t t e n .  


I t h i n k  one qibest ion t h a t  everyone would a p p r e c i a t e  
 ~ 
y o u r  answer ing  is t h i s :  How d i d  you e v e r  f i n d  ~ 

t ime t o  w r i t e  twenty-s ix  p u b l i c a t i o n s ?  I 


I

1 


I was a co-author ,  and  a l s o  sometimes,  as i n  t h e  I 


c a s e  o f  t h e  a n t h o l o g i e s ,  I was e d i t o r  as w e l l  as 

c o n t r i b u t o r .  I d o n ' t  know how I e v e r  d i d  f i n d  
I 


t h e  t ime.  I know t h a t  when t h e  b a b i e s  were l i t t l e  1 

and I had t o  g e t  up v e r y  e a r l y  t o  c a r e  f o r  them, 


1 


I 


of  Here and Now on a F i f t h  Avenue bus. 


Of c o u r s e  your husband was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  


a l l  of  +.he time. 


Yes, and  i n  t h e  summers I wro te  Lhen I wasn ' t  


I a l w a y s  wrote  a n  h o u r  when I went back  t o  bed 


b e f o r e  b r e a k f a s t .  Tha t  i s  s t i l l  one o f  my h a b i t s .  

And I n e v e r  went anywhere w i t h o u t  a p e n c i l  and a I 

p i e c e  o f  paper.  I was s o  a f r a i d  I might  have a 

good i d e a  and n o t  renember i t  u n t i l  I g o t  home! I 

I t  is l i t e r a l l y  t r u e  t h a t  I wro te  a g r e a t  d e a l  I 






my s i s t e r ' s  house. She had marr ied Adolph M i l l e r ,  

P re sco t t :  

~it c h e i l :  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a c u l t y  members. A n d  I met him, b u t  

t h a t  was about  a l l .  

And he was j u s t  a young s t u d e n t  a t  Chicago 

U n i v e r s i t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  
When I met him he was a fe l low;  i t  was j u s t  be fo re  

itch ell: He e n t e r e d  with  t he  f i rs t  c l a s s ,  and t h e  two b i g  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e s  i n  h i s  l i f e  were t e a c h e r s  

P r e s c o t t :  
T h o r s t e i n  Veblen. 
And they  were t h e r e ,  a t  t he  u n i v e r s i t y  i t 1  t h e  very  

Mitchel l :  Yes, t hey  were a' p a r t  o f  t h a t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f i r s t  

f a c u l t y  t h a t  was ga the red  by the  abnormally b r i g h t  

. . 
. . 



P r e s c o t t :  

Mi t che l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi t che l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi tche l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi t che l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

Mi t che l l :  

Do you know to'whom he p a i d  i t ?  

No, I d o n ' t  know. Anybody he  wanted he g o t .  .He 

was a ve ry  remarkable pe rson ,  as shrewd a po l i -

t i c i a n  as eve r  was i n  a u n i v e r s i t y ,  I th ink .  He 

inven t ed  t h e  method of  coun t i ng  some s t u d e n t s  ' 

twice  i n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  seem larger 

than  i t  was, because b ignes s  seemed t o  be a 

d e s i r a b l e  g o a l  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

b a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Chicago. He e s t a b l i s h e d  

f o u r  q u a r t e r s ,  s o  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  who worked r i g h t  

through t h e  f o u r  q u a r t e r s  cou ld  g e t  t h e i r  degree  

i n  t h r e e  years .  But they  were counted bo th  as 

r e g u l a r  w i n t e r  s t u d e n t s  and a l s o  as summer s t u d e n t s .  

I t  was ingen ious .  My hus6and c a l l e d  t hose  one of  

h i s  " d e l i c a t e  fanc ies . "  

And you n e x t  met your husband when you came t o  

Berkeley? 

When I came t o  Berkeley I met him then  q u i t e  

n a t u r a l l y ,  as he  had been c a l l e d  t o  Berke ley  by 

my brothe,r-in-law, Adolph M i l l e r ,  who had r e c e n t l y  

been appoin ted  t o  o rgan i ze  a f a c u l t y  of  economics, 

as comple te ly  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from p o l i t i c a l  sc ience .  

That break came t h a t  e a r l y ?  

That break came, and came through P r e s i d e n t  

Wheeler ' s  d e s i r e .  He and Adolph Miller had been 

on t h e  f a c u l t y  . t o g e t h e r  a t  Corne l l .  Adolph M i l l e r  

c a l l e d  my husband, who had been a s t u d e n t  o f  h i s  

i n  Chicago, t o  be p a r t  of t h e  new economics f a c u l t y .  

S h a l l  we c a l l  your  husband D r .  M i t c h e l l  o r  M r .  

M i t c h e l l  or--

Well, I always c a l l e d  him Robin.' 
Exp la in  why you c a l l e d  him Robin. 

You know i n  those  days you wouldn ' t  t h i n k  of 

c a l l i n g  a person  by h i s  f i r s t  name u n l e s s  you were 

1 



Mitche l l : .. 

P r e s c o t t :  

M i t c h e l l :  

Fresco tt: 

Mi tche l l :  

P re soo t t :  

Mi tche l l :  

a t  l e a s t  engaged t o  the  man. And when we went 

t o  t he  mountains f t o g e t n e r . t h e  summer of 1911, 

we were s t i l l  say ing  "Mr. Mi t che l ln  and "Miss 

Sprague." I t  sqemed too  formal ,  so  I invented 

t he  name Rob in ,pa r t l y  because he was such an 

outdoor p e r s o n a l i t y  and because-he  always had 

very ,  very  p ink  cheeks. H i s  mother c a l l e d  him 

IPBonniel1 f o r  t he  same reason. And I d i d n ' t  
. . 

l i k e  h i s .  r e a l  n&iia..;:;w6%-ley &med so. t e r r i b l y  , 

.. . .. ;.-a ' . 


grim t o  me and:, . ~I~&k*:,.:s'eerned s o  I
:. - .  ' u v e r .  sweet,  
, . . :. - ,. ."f ,  

j u s t  invented  Ro'b i i r ,  , . '  

What d i d  he c a l l  you? 

He c a l l e d  me " A l t a "  a f t e r  A l t a  Peak f o r  a 
whi le ,  b u t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  last. 

You speak o f  h ik ing '  toge ther .  You t e l l  very  

i n t e r e s t i n g l y  of a t r i p  t o  Tamalpais. 

Yes. People walked i n  those days. That w a s  

j u s t  a p a r t  of  our  r e g u l a r  trails. To g e t  t o '  

Tamalpais i n  t h o s e  days you had t o  t ake  t h e  

two f e r r i e s  a c r o s s t h e  bay; one f r o a  Berkeley 

t o  San Franc isco ,  and then one a c r o s s  t o  

S a u s a l i t o .  There were no b r idges  i n  those  

days. 

You w r i t e  a l s o  of s h a r i n g  t h e  poe t ry  and 'the 

s o c i a l  occasions..  

Yes, I organized a l i t t l e  poe t ry  c i r c l e  com-

posed o f  t he  Howards, and t h e  Gregorys a n d  t h e  

Walter Harts, t he  Noyeses--several people  and 
Robin. I don ' t  remember how o f t e n  we met; 

whether i t  was every week o r  every two weeks. 

You know Berkeley w a s  very s o c i a l  i n  those 

days. And we met f o r  supper ,  and of course  

none of u s  had maids, s o  i t  was z g r e a t  r i v a l r y  

t o  invent  a supper t h a t  you could s e r v e  t o  twelve 



Mitchel l :  

P resco t t :  

Mitchell:  

P resco t t :  

Mitchell:  


P resco t t :  


Mitchel l :  
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people and s t i l l  continue a p a r t  of the  

conversation. But we loved those suppers. 

One person took r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  one n i g h t -  

and read whatever he wanted t o  and then we 

had. the d iscuss ion  af terwards.  So we ranged..  
And t h i s  was confined t o  Univers i ty  people 

only,  o r  did you br ing  i n  people who belonged 

t o  the  town? 

The Gregorys were from the  town, but  they d i d n ' t  

j o in  us u n t i l  very l a t e .  A l l  my f r i e n d s  were 

from the Univers i ty ;  I r e a l l y  knew p r a c t i c a l l y  

nobody e l s e  except ing  the  Warren Gregorys who 

were not p a r t  of the  f acu l ty .  
Then you were married i n  1912. 

On May 8, 1912, i n  D r .  Worcester 's  l i t t l e  

Swedenborgian church i n  San Francisco. He was 

a f r i e n d  of both Robin's and mine. 

And you went, almost immediately, f o r  a honey-

moon i n  Europe? 
Yes, we took almost a year  of f .  Robin had 

f in i shed  h i s  g r e a t  book Business Cycles,  bu t  the  

proofs  had s t i l l  t o  be read and the re  were pages 

and pages and pages of f igu res .  He kept  re-

ce iv ing  proofs  a l l  the  time t h a t  we were abroad 

and I helped him proofread the  t ex t .  I a l s o  

helped him on the o the r  p a r t .  But he used t o  

be a f r a i d  t h a t . 1  wasn't reading  the  f i g u r e s  

accura te ly ,  s o  sometimes he would read  them 
wrong to  me t o  see  i f  I a l s o m a d  them wrong. 

T h ~ n ,  when you re turned from Europe n e i t h e r  of 

you had a pos i t ion?  

Yes, both of us  had resigned,  and res igned 

indepefidently. Robin f e l t  t h a t  f o r  an economist 

he must have the  experience of New York. And I 

had resigned s e v e r a l  years  before  and was j u s t  
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Mitchel l :  wa i t i ng  u n t i l  i t  seemed the  r i g h t  tirne t o  l ezve .  
P re sco t t :  Had he r e s igned  t o  go t o  New York because of t h e  

_ pub l i sh ing  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  there?  
Hi ' tchsll :  No, because of the  bus ines s  p o z s i b i l i t i e s ,  t o  watch 

a t  f i r s t  hand what was going on i n  t h e  economic world. 

I suppose f o r  such obse rva t ion  New York i s  the  b e s t  

p l ace .  He had never  l i v e d  i n  z met ropo l i s  excep t  i n  
Chicago. But he f e l t  t h a t  i n  Berke ley  he was d e a l i n g  

w i th  m z t e r i a l s  and n o t  wi th  t h e  men who make t h e  

m a t e r i a l s ,  and he always was ve ry  anxious  t o  unders tand  

t h e  human whys, t h a t  were beyond t h e  p r a c t i c a l  bus ines s  

world t h a t  he was t r y i n g  t o  unders tand.  
I r e s c o t t :  Your immediate faxnily c o n s i s i ; ~  of f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  

doesn ' t  it? 
::it c h e l l :  Four ch i ld r en .  

Trescot t :  Would you t e l l  us  something of what t hey  a r e  doing? 

' ; i t c h e l l :  John McClellan M i t c h e l l  is the  o l d e s t .  He is an  

economist  a t  Ebasco. I t  is  a n  eng inee r ing  f i r m  

p r i m a r i l y ,  and he is  theeconomist  f o r  t h e  engineers .  

He has  t h r e e  boys. Our second son is Sprague Mi t che l l ;  

he is i n  the  p u b l i c i t y  depa r t aen t  of a p b l i s h i n g  f i r m .  

He has  t h r e e  g i r l s ,  t he  o l d e s t  two be ing  twins.  Then 

came our  on ly  daughte r ,  Marni. She never  abandoned h e r  

l ove  of horses .  And she  tzught  r i d i n g  f o r  a good many 

.. y e a r s  a t  a r i d i n g  school  i n  Colorado Spr ings .  Then 
she  went i n t o  breed ing  ho r se s  2nd e x h i b i t i n g  them 

and s e l l i n g  them as a . r e g u l z r  bus iness .  She w a s  . 

supposed t o  be t h e  g r e a t  woman jumper o f  t he  

Middle West, bu t  s h e  always kep t  h e r  amateur s tanding .  

She d i ed  September 1958. She neve r  marr ied.  She l i v e d  

i n  Kansas Ci ty ;  she  had a l i t t l e  

I
- - _ .- C>- ,  . ,  " - - -
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shack  t h e r e ,  no t  much more t han  t h a t .  She s p e n t  

a g:)od d e a l  o f  ,time a t  Stamford,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  when we moved o u t  t o  Stamford 

from New York. 
Did you have h o r s e s  t h e r e ;  is  t h a t  where h e r  

i n t e r e s t  s t a r t e d ?  

No, we d i d n ' t  have h o r s e s  t h e r e ,  b u t  w e  d i d  

have them i n  our  summer home i n  Vermont. And 

. even  as a c h i l d  s h e  used  t o  manage gymkhanas 

i n  o u r  meadow, i n  which bo th  t h e  fa rmers  and t h e  

summer people  took p a r t .  The p roceeds  were used 

t o  s tar t  a h o s p i t a l  i n  Greenstmro. 

Then I have a t h i r d  son ,  Arnold,  who is 

wi th  t h e  S t a n f o r d  Research  I n s t i t u t e .  He is  t h e  

t e c h n i c a l  e d i t o r  and i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

r e p o r t s  t h a t  go o u t  from t h e  r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r ;  

t h a t  is,  he is  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  hav ing  them made 

i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  t h e  laymen f o r  whom they  are 

w r i t t e n .  
And he l i v e s  q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  you here .  

He does ,  and he h a s  f o u r  c h i l d r e n .  
So you have t en  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ?  

Ten grandch i ld ren .  

I n  your  work a t  t h e  Bank S t r e e t  Col lege  d i d  you 
u s e  y o a r  own c h i l d r e n  as expe r imen t a l  s u b j e c t s ?  

Well, [ l augh t e r ]  I can '  t s a y  I used them as 

expe r imen t a l  s u b j e c t s ;  t h a t  sounds a l i t t l e  t o0  

axademic. B u ~I k e p t  ve ry  f u l l  r e c o r d s  both  o f  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  where I was t each ing  

and i n  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  where I went j u s t  t o  make 

r e c o r d s ,  and o f  my own c h i l d r e n .  I kep t  r e c o r d s  

o f  t h e i r  language v e r y ,  ve ry  f u l l y .  I e a r l y  

became i n t r i g u e d  by t h e  way c h i l d r e n  spontane- 

o u s l y  used t h e  same e lements  t h a t  I thought  

grownups used i n  what we ca l l  poe t ry .  And I had 



i 4 i  t c h e l l :  	 thousands of  r e c p r d s  of' t h e  younger ages .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 The s c h e d u l e  f o r  the fami ly  must have been a n  
. . 

i n t r i c a t e .  t h i n g  t o  work. out .  . 
Ivli t c h e l l :  	 Yes; because ,  .we l l ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  each  o f  my 

c h i l d r e n 8 ' h a d  a n  ins t rument  t o  p l a y .  Marni 

p lzyed  t h e  v i o l i n ;  Sprague,  t h e  c e l l o ;  Arnold ,  

t h e  c l a r i n e t ;  J a c k  changed t o  ' t h e  v i o l a  s o  we 

c o a l d  have a r e a l  q u a r t e t ;  and I p l a y e d  t h e  

e o .  Wel l ,  t h a t  meant a t t e n d i n g  f o u r  l e s s o n s  

a week u n t i l  t h e y  were o l d  enough t o  go  by 

themselves ,  and t h e n  i t  meant p r a c t i c i n g w i t h  

them, 

P r e s c o t t :  	 Your home was always  wi th  your s c h o o l ,  wasn ' t  

i t?  I mean i n  t h e  same b u i l d i n g .  

M i t c h e l l :  	 Yes, i t  was. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I c o u l d  have done 

i t  o t h e r w i s e ,  p a r titularly when I was n u r s i n g  

b a b i e s ,  as we d i d  i n  t h o s e  days, 

P r e s c o tt: 	 Your husband must have been ve ry  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

yoxr own p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  s o r t  

o f  freedom which you would need t o  pursue  some-

t h i n g  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  as much o f  you as your  

r e s e a r c h  did.  

M i t c h e l l :  	 Yes, b u t  you have used  a word t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  

e v e r  came i n t o  h i s  vocabu la ry  o r  t o  h i s  mind, 

and t h a t  is t h e  word "permit ."  A t  any time he  

would have been a remarkable  p e r s o n ,  I t h i n k ;  

b u t  i n  t h o s e  days  i t  was e s p e c i a l l y  remarkab le  

t h a t  h e  consi .dered me a human b e i n g  wi'th i n d i v i d u a l  

i n t e r e s t s  and c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 He encouraged you? 

M i t c h e l l :  	 More t h a n  t h a t .  He a l s o  took p a r t  i n ' s o m e  of my 

work, which wxs t e c h n i c a l l y  v e r y  h e l p f u l  i n  working 

o u t  r e c o r d s ,  b e h a v i o r  r e c o r d s  and how t o  g e t  them 

i n t o  o r d e r  t o  be compared wi th  numer ica l  numbers. 

P - resco t t :  	 He was one o f  t h e  t h r e e  who o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  

Bank S t r e e t  Co l lege?  
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Mitchel l : .  Yes. O r ,  as i t  w a s  c a l  
o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  Experime 

~ r e s c bt t : 1t is such  a . l o n g  t i t l e .  
Mi t che l l :  Yes,. ,he c a l l e d . ' i  t .' 

~ n d'he w a s  always membek o f  . . 
t r u s t e e s ,  and f o r  a t i m e  t h e  tr  

P r e s c o t t :  And t hen  f i n a l l y  when you i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  h e  

s t a y e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  o rgan i za t i on .  ' - I 
Mitche l l :  Yes, he a lways  took an a c t i v e  p a r t  and he always 

gave at l e a s t  one y e a r l y  t a l k  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  

some r e g u l a r  course ,and a n o t h e r  one a t  o u r  house. 

A l l  t h e  Bank S t r e e t  s t u d e n t s  who were be ing  
educa ted  t o  be  t e a c h e r s  were c o l l e g e  g r adua t e s .  

We always  had t hen  f o r  one suppe r  at ou r  house 

and then he  gave them a t a l k .  And v e r y ,  v e r y  

o f t e n ,  when t h e r e  w a s  some p a r t i c u l a r  economic 

n a t i o n a l  c r i s i s ,  he would come ove r  and t a l k  t o  
t h e  s t u d e n t s .  

P r e s c o t t :  Your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as t h e  wi fe  o f  a no t ed  

economist  must have brought  some s o c i a l  r espons i -  

b i l i t i e s .  Did you e n t e r t a i n  a l o t ?  

Mi tche l l :  " E n t e r t a i n "  is too  pompous a word; t h e r e  were 
peop le  f l o w i n g  i n  and o u t  a l l  t h e  time. 'He used 

h i s  own s t u d y  as h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  v i s i t o r s ,  and 

t h e r e  were streams o f  them. And u s u a l l y  t h a t  

meant some meal. I never  took v e r y  much p a r t  i n  

any o f  t h e  s o c i a l  t h i n g s  a t  Columbia; i t  never  

seemed necessa ry .  I saw much more o f  h i s  co l l e agues  

a t  t h e  Na t i ona l  Bureau o f  Economic Research.  I 

knew them as people.  And as far  as Columbia i s  
concerned,  he h e l d  some of  h i s  g r a d u a t e  seminars  

a t  home. Sometimes he h e l d  them t h e r e  a l l  t h e  

y e a r ,  and then  I u s u a l l y  came and l i s t e n e d  and 

a lways  gave t hen  b e e r  and sandwiches a t  the end. 

But  I wouldn ' t  s a y  t h e t  I had h2avy s o c i a l  

T 
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HERE: AhTD NOW 

Mrs. M i t c h e l l ,  a t  what age d i d  you r e t i r e  from 

a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  3 m k  S t r e e t  College? 
I was seventy-e igh t  the  day a f t e r  I r e t i r e d .  

Well, t h a t ' s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o l d e r  than t h e  u s u a l  

r e t i r e m e n t  age. And you r e t i r e d  from choice?  
Oh, yes .  And I was very  a c t i v e  i n  t r y i n g  t o  

f i n d  ny succes so r .  

You've a l r e a d y  t o l d  us  why your t i t l e  was 

changed from "chairman" t o  " a c t i n g  p r e s i d e n t .  " 

Yes, b u t  a t  - the  v e r y  end the  board of t r u s t e e s  

i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I t ake  t h e  t i t l e  of  p r e s i d e n t  s o  

t h a t  I could  be c a l l e d  "emer i tus , "  which is a 
h a l o  t h a t  I have va lued  ve ry  much. 
Did you come west  d i r e c t l y  a f t e r  your r e t i r e m e n t ?  

When I r e t i r e d  I t o l d  our  new p r e s i d e n t  t h a t  I 

would s t a y  one y e a r  t o  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  consu l ta -  

t i o n  because o f  my long exper ience .  But I w a s  

r e a l l y  v e r y  nervous  about  t he  p o s ' s i b i l i t y  of  my 

g e t t i n g  i n  h i s  way. I have s een  a good many 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  peop le  r e t i r e  and n o t  s t e p  ou t .  So 

I decided t h a t  i t  was b e s t  f o r  m e  t o  remove 

myself. I d i d  l i v e  i n  Stamford,  Connect icut  
e n t i r e l y ,  and.cornmuting was more o r  l e s s  d i f f i -  

c u l t ;  b u t  I f e l t  t h a t  i t  would be s a f e r  f o r  me t o  

commute from S.tamford f o r  a b r i e f  time r a t h e r  

than make my permanent home there .  

Many of  t h e  peop le  who r e t i r e  a r e  very much con-
cerned wi th  f i n a n c i a l  worr ies .  This  i s n ' t  t r u e  

i n  your c a s e ,  i s  i t ?  

No, I have neve r  needed t o  worry about  money. iblyfear 
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Mi t che l l :  had been t h a t  I would no t  be accep t ed  as a 

worker,  t h a t  I would be cons ide r ed  a "pztron." 

I t  w a s  r e a l l y  a kind of f e t i s h  wi th  me. The-
word "pat ron"  j u s t  made me b r i s t l e .  

P r e s c o t t :  You h e a l t h  i s  good, too,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

Mi t che l l :  Yes, on t h e  whole. I d i d  have t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  

b u t  t hey  s a i d  long  a f t e r  t n a t  i t  had ceased  t o  

be  a c t i v e ,  which probably  accoun t s  f o r  a good 

many of my a t t a c k s  of  pneumonia. I ' v e  had 
pneumonia f o u r  times. 

P r e s c o t t :  Do you c a r r y  medica l  i n su rance  now? 

Mi t che l l :  No, I have neve r  c a r r i e d  medical  insurance .  

P r e s c o t t :  How do you f e e l  abou t  t he  f e d e r a l  government 

.?roviding medical  c a r e  t o  t h e  r e t i r e d ?  

Mi t che l l :  Oh, I t h i n k  i t ' s  ve ry  impor t an t ,  ve ry  impor tan t .  

P r e s c o t t :  Are medica l  c o s t s  q u i t e  a concern t o  you? 

Mi t che l l :  Wel l ,  I ' m  s t i l l  awfu l l y  well, you know. My 
medic ines  c o s t  more than  my doc to r s .  

P r e s c o t t :  I was much impressed wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you 
j u s t  had your  second major d e n t a l  work s i n c e  we 

have s t a r t e d  t h e s e  i n t e rv i ews .  

Mi t che l l :  Yes, I neve r  l o s t  a t oo th  u n t i l  I was e igh ty-

one. And I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

I c a l l  my luck .  We're always proud o f  t h e  t h i n g s  
we're n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r .  [ ~ a u ~ h t e r ]  

P r e s c o t t :  Have your  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  made i t  e a s i e r  
f o r  you t o  make t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from an  a c t i v e  

t o  a l e s s  a c t i v e  l i f e ?  

Mi t che l l :  Well ,  I h a v e n ' t  c a r r i e d  ovs r  much of  my r e a l l y  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  as d i s t i n c t  from my pe r sona l  

l i f e .  Ch i l d r en  dominated both. And I came t o  
f e e l  as I grew r e a l l y  old--I d o n ' t  know, people  

a r e  a lways  s ay ing  "you a r e  as o ld  as you f e e l , "  
- - t h a t ' s  nonsense. I t h i n k  you a r e  as o l d  as 

you a r e  a l lowed t o  be i n  many ways .  So marly 
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f a m i l i e s  decide t h a t  a t  a c e r t a i n  age you 

must be taken c a r e  o f .  And t h a t  means t h a t  

you u u s t  no t  do anyth ing  t h a t  they don ' t  . 

approve of .  Now my fami ly  has  been wonderful. 

They a r e  a v a i l a b l e  at  any moment, and they 

never hover over me w i t h t h i s  apprehensive 

a f f e c t i o n  which d r i v e s  a  person c razy  who 

wants t o  be independent and who i s  happy only  

when independent. You s e e ,  I can s t i l l  take  

complete c a r e  of myself .  S ince  you were he re  

last I haven ' t  had one s t r o k e  of work done by 

any one e l s e ,  e i t h e r  i n  the  house o r  i n  the 

g a r  den. 

And look  a t  these  s h i n i n g  windows! 

Yes, I washed a few of them yes te rday .  Now-that ' s  

unusual ,  bu t  I th ink  i t ' s  n o t  as unusual  as it 
would be i f  more o l d e r  people  had both t h e  

f i n a n c i a l  a b i l i t y  t o  do f o r  themselves and 

f a m i l i e s  who wanted them t o ,  and who cared  more 

about having them happy than they d id  keeping 

them a l i v e ,  

I t  g i v e s  you a g r e a t  d e a l  of s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  bo th  

p h y s i c a l l y  and mental ly ,  t o  be a b l e  t o  do t h e s e  

t h ings ,  doesn8t it? 
Well, i t  l e t s  me be myself ,  and I f e e l  s t r o n g l y  

t h a t  i t  is a g r e a t  s o c i a l  problem t o  have o l d  

people  l i v e  s o  long. The middle gene ra t ion  has  

both the  c h i l d r e n  and o l d e r  people t o  suppor t ,  

and t h e r e  is no ques t ion  i n  my mind which is 
the  more important group. But I f e e l  t h a t  as 
long  a s  o ld  people a r e n ' t  a menace t o  o t h e r s ,  

they  should n o t  be denieg as much independence 

as poss ib le .  

You have mentioned s e v e r a l  t imes t h a t  you a r e  

doing th ings  which you have wanted t o  do a l l  



I P r e s c o t t :  your  l i f e ,  b u t  h a v e n ' t  had .time f o r .  


M i t c h e l l :  .Some p e o p l e  have been den ie& t h i n g s  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  

.*:-, 2.. 

reasons .  I hav; never  beeh deGied on t h a t  g round ,  

" b u t  I was d e n i e d ,  as a c c i l d , ' a l l  t h e  art ex-
' 

" 	 p r e s s i o n s  t h a t  I t h i n k  a r e  v e r y  deep i n  me., I 
was never  a l lowed  t o  choose t h e  c o l o r  of  a d r e s s  

because  I was ' t o l d  I wasn't o l d  enough. My 
f a t h e r  was r e a l l y  u p s e t  i f  he  found t h a t  I had  

w r i t t e n  a n y t h i n g .  When I was seven and e i g h t  

I wro te  poems by t h e  y a r d ,  b u t  my t e r r o r  i n  l i f e  

was t h a t  he  woald f i n d  them. I would have 

a c t u a l l y  been d i s c i p l i n e d .  

P r e s c o t t :  And now you f i n d  a g r e a t  r e l e a s e  i n  w r i t i n g ?  

M i t c h e l l :  I ' v e  c e r t a i n l y  w r i t t e n  d u r i n g  a l l  my mature  

l i f e .  I have w r i t t e n  t h i n g s  f o r  what I would 

p e r h a p s  c a l l  s e r v i c e ;  t h i n g s  t h z t  I thought  were 

r i g h t  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  r i g h t  f o r  t e a c h e r s .  Now I 

a m  w r i t i n g  what I want t o  w r i t e  f o r  myself .  I 

d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  I w r i t e  w i l l  e v e r  be 

p u b l i s h e d ;  I hav2 no aud ience  t h a t  I f e e l  d u t i f u l  

toward. And I ' m  h a v i n g  a grand  time. I ' m  en-

j o y i n g  i t .  T h i s  i s  what I mean by t h a t  e x p r e s s i o n  

which h a s  been used  by me q u i t e  o f t e n  o f  "becoming 

more so." I t h i n k  I am more l i k e  my real s e l f  

now t h a n  I e v e r  was before .  I t h i n k  I have j u s t  

outgrown i n a p p r o p r i a t e  i n h i b i t i o n s ;  some t h a t  

were l a i d  upon me e a r l y  and o t h e r s  t h a t  1-l a i d  

upon mysel f .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 And r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  toward your  f a m i l y  p l a c e d  

i n h i b i t i o n s  on you. 

M i t c h e l l :  	 They a lways  do; t h e y  should .  I d o n ' t  mean t h a t  

t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  no i n h i b i t i o n s ,  b u t  I mean t h e  

i n a p p r o p r i a t e  i n h i b i t i o n s .  I t  is c e r t a i n l y  

i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  a c h i l d  f o r  wear ing  

a r e d  r i b b o n  i f  s h e  l i k e s  red .  Well ,  I was 



Mitche l l :  d i s c i p l i n e d  f o r  t h a t .  I t 's a l s o  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  
t o  .make a c h i l d  con fe s s ,  and make h e r  f e e l  

r e a l l y  and t r u l y  g u i l t y  because  s h e  h a s  w r i t t e n  
something t h a t  t o  h e r  was p r e c i o u s  when.she was 

e i g h t  y e a r s  o ld .  Those are t h e  i n h i b i t i o n s  
t h a t  I mean t h a t  I have now escaped from. I was 

a l w a y s ' t o l d  I mus tn ' t -was t e  a moment o f  my t ime 

and I now have g o t  r i d  of t h a t  i n h i b i t i o n ,  t oo ,  

and I can  s t a n d  an& look  at a f u c h s i a  as l o n g  as 

I want t o  and  marvel  a t  t h e  c o l o r  and t h e  des ign .  
And I can l o v e  my b i g - t r e e .  Even i n  my s e v e n t i e s  

I d i d n ' t  p e rmi t  myself t o  'waste t i m e t t  i n  such  

pleasures--no t i f  they  s ide -  t r a c k e d  me from do ing  

good somewhere, 

P r e s c o t t: T h i s  is t h e  heavy weight  o f  P u r i t a n i s m  which h a s  

fo l lowed  many of  your  gene ra t i on .  

Mi t che l l :  Tha t  is t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  I t h i n k  I have a 

g r i e v a n c e  about .  Yet,  I now r ecogn i ze  my f a t h e r  

was s imply a produc t  of  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  as I am 
o f  mine. I have been lucky  i n  many, many ways, 

and I t h i n k  I ' v e  had a wonderful  l i f e  and I ' m  

hav ing  a wonderful  l i f e  now. 

P r e s c o t t :  One c e r t a i n l y  doesn ' t  doubt t h a t  as you s i t  h e r e  

i n  a b e a u t i f u l  p u r p l e  d r e s s ,  l ook ing  s o  v i b r a n t  

and a l e r t ,  We're ve ry  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  which you a r e  now f i n d i n g  t h e  most 

s a t i s f y i n g .  .Do you p r e f e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  

g roups  your  own age ,  o r  w i t h  t h e  younger a g e  

groups?  

Mi t che l l :  I l i k e  them both. I l i k e  peop le ;  I have a lways  
I 

l i k e d  people .  I can h a r d l y  remember any time i n  

my l i f e  be ing  bored by anybody. Now t h a t  seems I 
quee r ,  b u t  when peop le  d o n u t  s a y  i n t e r e s t i n g  

t h i n g s ,  I wonder why, I wonder i f  t h e y  would 
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an a c t i v e  member when t h e  Women's C i t y  Club w a s  

Mi t che l l :  

seemed t o  need. 

No, 

Mi t che l l :  

f o r  you, d i d  they? 

No. I belonged t o  e v e r y t h i n g  and I t a lked ,  I 
t a l k e d ,  and I l ove  t o  t a l k ,  and I t a l k e d  t o  a 

t a l k e d  t o  church people ;  he t a l k e d  t o  the. young . 

i t  was a p a r t .  of t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  had 

o f  l lpub l ic"  s e rv i ce . .  

a t a i n t  t o  

. .. . . .  . . 



K i t c h e l l :  Ruth Andrus, who was at  t he  head of one o f  

these--what do you c a l l  them--ger ia t r i c s  

exper iments .  1 used t o  go  up t h e r e  q u i t e  

o f t e n  and t a l k  w i th  h e r  and t a l k  w i th  o l d .  

people  t h e r e .  That  w a s  r e a l l y  q u i t e  a 

wonderful  exper iment .  But I d i d  t h a t  because  

I knew Ruth Andrus s o  wel l .  S h e ' s  q u i t e  a 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  person.  For  y e a r s  s h e  was t h e  

head of t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of t h e  younger c h i l d r e n ,  

n u r s e r y  and g r a d e s  one, two and t h r e e ,  i n  

Albany. For  many y e a r s  s h e  was a member o f  our  

Bank S t r e e t  boa rd  o f  t r u s t e e s ;  s h e ' s  r e a l l y  a 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  person .  I d o n ' t  know where s h e  

i s  now. Do I want t c  s e e  o l d  peop le?  I want 

t o  s e e  my g e n e r a t i o n ;  I ' d  l i k e  immensely t o  

go  on and s e e  my c lassmates .  We have our  

s i x t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  our  g r a d u a t i o n  a t  

R a d c l i f f e  t h i s  June.  But I am j u s t  as i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  my s o n ' s  young f r i e n d s .  I l i k e  peop le  and I 

l i k e  them i n  a l l  t h e i r  s t a g e s .  That  d o e s n ' t  

mean I d o n ' t  g e t  mad. I g e t  s c a n d a l o u s l y  mad 

a t  people  sometimes. 

P r e s c o t t :  	 What e n t e r t a i n m e n t  do you f i n d  most d i v e r t i n g ?  

You d o n ' t  have t e l e v i s i o n ?  

Mi t che l l :  	 I d o n ' t  have t e l e v i s i o n  because  I d o n ' t  f i n d  

much i n  t e l e v i s i o n  t h a t  I want. I ' d  r a t h e r  u se  

my eyes  f o r  read ing .  I do l i s t e n  a g r e a t  d e a l  
t o  KPFA which I f i n d  a wonderful  r e sou rce .  I t  

keeps  me up wi th  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  are happening 

i n  t he  wor ld  much b e t t e r  than  I c o u l d  i n  any 

o t h e r  way, and i t  g i v e s  me a r e t u r n  t o  music 

b.hich is t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I l o s t  when I mar r ied  

Robin. He w a s  n o t  mus ica l ;  he  was a lmos t  t o n e  

deaf .  And I l e t  my music s l i p  excep t i ng  f o r  

t he  c h i l d r e n .  And I read .  I would r a t h e r  r e a d  

than l ook  a t  t e l e v i s i o n .  
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P r e s c o t t :  


Mitchel l :  


P r e s c o t t :  


Mitchel l :  


P re sco t t :  


Mi tche l l :  
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What about  your poe t ry  and your a r t ?  

Well, I gave those up long ago. A s  a young 

woman, music, poe t ry  and art  were my main 

i n t e r e s t s ,  and when they were combined as they 

were i n  Blake,  W i l l i a m  Blake, I o f t e n  made a 

c o l l e c t i o n  of  both.  I had every th ing  Blake 

had e v e r  w r i t t e n ,  and I had an o r i g i n a l  Job, 
and I had,  I th ink ,  s i x  o r  seven of  h i s  

ske tches .  I had the  r e p l i c a  of Songs of 

Innocence and Experience. A t  an  o ld  book s t o r e  

p a i n t i n g s  ontd my r e p l i c a .  I d id  a l l  k inds  of 

t h ings  l i k e  t ha t .  

Yes, I remember even e a r l y ,  when you went a c r o s s  

with  t he  Palmers,  you were doing copying. 

Yes, and I a l s o  worked with Mr. Palmer on h i s  

f u l l y  annota ted  poems of George Herber t .  That 

was a f t e r  Mrs. Palmer died.  

I love  b e a u t i f u l  t h ings ,  you see.  I g i v e  

them a l l  away. I don ' t  want them t o  be unused. 

I had a complete c o l l e c t i o n  of Arundel p r i n t s .  

I gave them t o  a high school  i n  New York. 

I t  is q u i t e  ev ident  t h a t  you have no d i f f i c u l t y  

keeping your se l f  occupied, b u t  f o r  s o  many 

people of yourage t h a t  i s n ' t  t r u e ,  and they  

combine and l i v e  i n  communities f o r  sen& 

c i t i z e n s .  D.o you have any r e a c t i o n  toward 

communities s o  planned? 

Oh, I th ink  they can be wonderful. Now I a m  

bo th  f i n a n c i a l l y  and phys i ca l ly  equa l ,  s t i l l ,  

t o  t ak ing  c a r e  of myself completely and I love  

i t .  And I want t o  do t h a t  as long as I can. But 

when I c a n ' t  do t h a t ,  I s h a l l  move t o  an  apa r t -  

ment house f o r  the  aged t h a t  is t d  be b u i l t  he re  

ic Palo  Al to .  I have a l ready  made my r e s e r v a t i o n .  

I t  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  my p lan  and my c h i l d r e n  a r e  wel l  



Mitchel l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

. . 
Mitchell: 

Presco t t :  

' ~ i t c h e l l :  

aware of it. ' 
Would.you l i k e  t h a t  cornuni ty  segrega ted  and 

a p a r t  from normal community a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A s  far as I ' m  concerned, I would l i k e  t o  * 

move t o  a home which w i l l  g i v e  me the  t h r e e  

t h ings  t h a t  I would most l i k e  t o  have: first, 

I s h a l l  have easy  access  t o  l i v i n g  th ings ,  

bo th  t r e e s  and garden; second, I s h a l l  have a 

wide view and can l i v e  with what I c a l l  the  

e a r t h  f o r c e s  t h a t  mean more and more t o  me-- 

s t o r m s  and changing clouds and sun r i se .  And 

t h i r d ,  I s h a l l  be nea r  one of my sons,  h i s  wife 

and f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  who can e a s i l y  drop i n  t o  

s e e  me, but  need no t  worry about  my care.  Lots  

of people would u s n t  t o  be nea r  shopping c e n t e r s ;  

i t  doesn ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  t o  me. But they 

a r e  i nd iv idua l s .  And t h a t ' s  what I mean; I 
th ink  t h a t  o l d  peopie c a n ' t  be lumped toge the r  

as similar any more than you can say  a l l  mothers 

a r e  a l i k e ,  o r  a l l  t eache r s  a r e '  a l i k e .  My own 

f e e l i n g  t h a t  has  come t o  me now is t h a t  t he  

way t o  manage t h i s  new problem of having o ld  

people  l i v e  s o  much longer  is t o  f i n d  the t h i n g s  

t h a t  they have missed, t h a t  they have wanted t o  

do a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  and have been denied. It 
might be j u s t  l e a r n i n g  something, no t  merely 

busy-work, b u t  l oa rn ing  something. I knew an 
o l d  lady who s t a r t e d  t o  l e a r n  Russian. She 

had wanted a l l  h e r  l i f e  t o  l e a r n  Russian. A l l  

r i g h t ,  bu t  you c a n ' t  l a y  down g e n e r a l  ru l e s .  
People a r e  no t  more a l i k e ,  i n  f a c t  I th ink  

they a r e  more d i f f e r e n t ,  as they grow o lder .  

Well ,  t h a t ' s  l o g i c a l  because they a r e  experienced. 
And i f  you could f i n d  out  What each one wanted, 

1 



Mitche l l :  

P r e s c o t t : 

Mitchel l :  

I 

P r e s c o t t :  

P r e s o o t t: 

Mi tche l l :  

P r e s c o t t :  

I Mitche l l :  

l i f e  would become gay again.  

And then  h e l p  them on t o  a c q u i r i n g  i t .  Think 

whit a c o n t r i b u t i o n  they would make t o  s o c i e t y ,  

too. 

One worry t h a t  i s  a problem t o  most o l d  people  

is t h a t  of independent income. Most o l d  people  

worry about  be ing  a burden. Unless they  en joy  

being p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n v a l i d s .  I had a s i s t e r  who 

enjoyed t h a t ,  and she  wanted t o  l i v e .  She s a i d  

a l l  she asked of  l i f e  w a s  t o  be a l i v e ,  which 

seems t o  me a t e r r i b l e  way t o  f e e l .  

Yes, i t  is. Do you f e e l  t h a t  you have a r r i v e d  

a t  a g r e a t e r  degree of  self-ace 'eptance? 

Oh yes. Oh, t h e r e  is a b s o l u t e l y  no q u e s t i o n  

about  it.  Of course ,  I was brought  up t o  t h i n k  

t h a t  i t  was. a s i n  t o  accep t  you r se l f .  But I 

marr ied;  Robin accep ted  me, and I l e a r n e d  t o  

a c c e p t  myself t o  a very  l a r g e  degree.  When he  I 
died ,  I l o s t  my se l f -conf idence  aga in ,  l o s t  i t  f o r  

I 

q u i t e  a number of years .  I t  was r a t h e r  shocking 

t o  me t h a t  I r e v e r t e d  s o ,  b u t  I have come back 

and I r e a l l y  r a t h e r  l i k e  myself  now. [Laughter]  

That  is a t h i n g  I never i n  t h e  world wou1.d have 

expected-- t o  enjoy myself. [ Laughter] I c a r r y  

on conve r sa t i ons  with  myself--ask myself quest ions--  

And you l i k e  t h e  answers t o  t h e  ques t ions?  

Yes. 

se l f -conversa t ion .  Well, I can s e e  t h a t .  You 
can co 'nt rol  both ends and t h a t  would b e  a help .  

[ l a u g h t e r ]  R e t i r i n g  as l a t e  as you d id ,  you 

d i d n t t f i n d '  any d i f f i c u l t y  i n  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  

l e a d e r s h i p ,  which many r e t i r e d  people  do? 
Oh, I know they  do. I have s een  tha t .  I d i d  

r e g r e t  t h a t  I was no longe r  capable  o f  doing my 

o l d  job, b u t  I never  r e g r e t t e d  g i v i n g  i t  up. 
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Prescott: 


Mitchell: 


Prescott: 


Mitchell: 


Prescott: 


Mitchell: 


feel that all the real turbulence there is 


now about education is good. When I first 


began, I think there was either apathy or 


smugness. I don't think we've arrived yet by any 


manner of means, but I think that we are recognizing 


that we have a problem that we have not success- 


.fully met. That's a first step forward and I 


can't help believing that some time we'll be 


smart enough to do what's right with children. 


[~au~hter]Children seem to me the great chance 


because they all come fresh again. 


And they are all so basic to what we're going to 


become as a nation. 


Absolutely. They all appear just as if nobody 


had ever been abused. So that each generation 


has a brand new chance. That keeps me optimistic. 


That isn't true about lots of things. 


No,. I can see why. Of course, the emphasis on 


education and its searching for its own path at 


the present time is closely tied to the fact 


that we've had a competitor on the national scene 


which seems to have a little different approach. 


We have always had children. To me, it seems 


humiliating that we needed a foreign competitor 


to stimulate much interest in our children's 


education. 


Yes, but I don't think we've ever become frighten- 


ed by them before, have we? 


that's the word, I think. I think 

fear cramps one's style more than anything else 


in the world because it leads to hate. In 


thinking about the hate that dominates the world 


today, a phrase which of course is a paraphrase 


of Franklin Roos~velt's phrase about fear, came 


into xy mind. It is as near as I can cone to 




M i t c h e l l :  	 my p r e s e n t  c redo :  "There i s  n o t h i n g  t o  h a t e  


b u t  h a t e . "  


res scot ti 	 Have your  p o l i t i c a l  v iews  become more l i b e r a l  


o r  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  as y o u ' v e  grown o l d e r ,  


Mrs. M i t c h e l l ?  


14i t c h e l l :  	 Wel l ,  I d o n ' t  know. I ' v e  a lways  been f a i r l y  


l i b e r a l .  I d o n ' t  know j u s t  how I g o t  t h a t  


way. 


P r e s c o t t :  	 I t  was. p a r t  of  y o u r  r e v o l t ,  d o n ' t  you t h i n k ?  

M i t c h e l l :  	 P robab ly .  The f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  v o t e  t h a t  I 

had I c a s t  f o r  Debs when he  w a s  i n  p r i s o n .  I ' m  

n o t  s n r e  I w o u l d n ' t  do t h a t  now i f  we had a 

Debs. B u t  I h a t e  t o  c a s t  a p r o t e s t  vo te .  

U s u a l l y  I 'm a Democrat. 

P r e s c o t t :  Did you v o t e  f o r  A 1  Smi th  i n  '28? 

M i t c h e l l :  L e t ' s  s e e .  A 1  S m i t h  w a s  d e f e a t e d  by Hoover. 

Yes,  I v o t e d  f o r  A 1  Smith.  

P r e s c o t t :  	 The re  was a r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e  t h e r e  as t h e r e  is I 
a t  p r e s e n t ,  you know, and  t h a t ' s  why I a s k e d  t h e  . I 
q u e s t i o n .  

F i t c h e l l :  	 Yes, I c e r t a i n l y  do know. 

J u s t  y e s t e r d a y  I became a C a l i f o r n i a  c i t i z e n ,  

s o  now I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  e q u i p  myse l f  t o  t a c k l e  t h e  

w a t e r  problem of  C a l i f o r n i a ,  which is one of  my l I 
d e e p e s t  i n t e r e s t s .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 When you first  came t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  wr-ter wasn'  t 

t h e n  t h e  problem i t  is now? I I 
M i t c h e l l :  	 I t  was a much worse problem i n  one sense .  

Because where I l i v e d  i n  S i e r r a  Madre i n  t h e  

f o o t h i l l s  b e f o r e  any  r e s e r v o i r s  were b u i l t ,  we 

were r s t i o n e d  on wat.~r. I was i n  s c h o o l  d u r i n g  

t h e  week a t  Los k n g e l e s ,  and  t ime  and t ime  a g a i n  

I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  home. The d r y  a r r o y o  t h a t  I had 

p a s s e d  o v e r  on t h e  t r a i n  i n  t h e  morning on Monday 

w a s  by F r i d a y  a r o a r i n g  s t r e a m .  

P r e s c o t t :  	 Wel l ,  C a l i f o r n i a  is  working  v e r y  h a r d  a t  i t s  I 
w a t e r  problems.  I t  h a s  l o n g  been  p l a g u e d  w i t h  



Presco t t: ,water  problems. 
i4i t c h e l l :  But i t ' s  been one of my deepes t  i n t e r e s t s  

always. I t l s  one of the  t h ings ,  you know, 

that. x c a l l  e a r t h  forces .  

P r e s c o t t :  Have your s o c i a l  va lues  changed, do you th.lnk? 
Mi tche l l :  I don ' t  know. They've changed i n  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  ' 

but I d o n ' t  know whether they 've  changed bas i ca l -  

ly .  I t h i n k  the  p r a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  change s o  

much t h a t  your judgments change, but  I ' m  no t  

su re  t h a t  your va lues  r e a l l y  change. I t h i n k  

t h a t  I have always be l ieved  t h a t  h a t e  was wrong 

and I have always be l ieved  t h a t  love was r i g h t .  

Now, what you mean by love  changes. I t  widens. 

The world has  widened so  s i n c e  I was a c h i l d  

t h a t  my v a l u e s  have widened, bu t  b a s i c a l l y  I 

th ink  t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  found i n  "man's humanity 

t o  man." 
P re soo t t: We have t a l k e d  a l o t  about educat ion,  and I 

wonder i f  you have any thoughts  about  how our 

e c ~ c a t i o n  u i g h t  be modified s o  as t o  b e t t e r  

prepare  t h e  people who a r e  going through t h e  

process  now f o r  the yea r s  of r e t i r emen t .  

Mi tche l l :  Well, of course ,  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a r e  s o  gene ra l .  

[ ~ a u ~ h t e r ]I f e e l  t h a t  i f  people  a r e  go ing  t o  

be a t  peace with themselves when they a r e  old---

Presoot t: Do you f e e l  you have an i n n e r  peace? 

Mi tche l l :  I f e e l  I have a peace t h a t  has  no th ing  t o  do 

with  t he  i n t e l l e c t .  I f e e l  t h a t  I have s t r a i n e d  

a l l  my l i f e  f o r  va lues  t h a t  were s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  
sound and I have f e l t  t h a t  f e e l i n g s  must:be 

. . . subdued. . I donft f e e l  t h a t  way now. I don1t 

f e e l  t h a t  unders tanding i n  t he  s t r i c t l y  i n t e l -  
. . 

. . l e c t u a l  s e n s e  is ' the  whole of l i f e . '  And, I want 
. . 
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'Mi tche l l ;  unders tanding i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  sense .  
P re sco t t :  Well, now t h a t  comes, i n  p a r t ,  from a l i f e  

t h a t  is  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  l i v e d ,  d o n ' t  you think.  

. Mitchel l :  Oh, I d o n ' t  know where i t  comes from, bu t  I 

know t h a t  people t r y  and t r y  and t ry .and  they ' 

a r e  f i g h t i n g  the wrong th ing ,  t he  t h i n g  t h a t  

shou ldn ' t  be fought.  I have fought  s o  hard 

no t  t o  waste a minute on play,  n o t  t o  waste 

a minute on beauty; i t  i s  wrong; i t  is wrong; 

I ' m  s u r e  i t ' s  wrong. And t h a t  g e t s  s o  dis toxkd 

i f  you pu t  i t  i n t o  educa t iona l  terms. 

P r e s c u t t :  Do you t h i n k  i t  submerges t h e  urge  t o  be 

c r e a t i v e ?  

Mitchel l :  I t h i n k  t h a t  words--expressions--go bad on you. 

And I t h i n k  the  word "a rea t ive"  has  gone bad on 

us.  Crea t ive  means anyth ing  t h a t  one wants i t  
to ,  now. That i s n ' t  t rue .  What I want is 
c h i l d r e n  t o  grow up wi th  t h e i r  own p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  

developed as f a r  as poss ib l e .  What have I s a i d ?  

I have s a i d  only what can be i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  every 

way imaginable. 

P r e s c o t t :  And t h a t  i nc ludes  n o t  on ly  educa t ion ,  but  a l l  of  

the  o t h e r  avenues which go i n t o  t h e  development 

of a p o t e n t i a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  human being. 

Mitchel l :  Sure ,  su re .  

P re sco t t :  I l i k e d  your phrase which you used i n - y o u r  ar t ic le  
c a l l e d  "Becoaing More So." The ph rase  was t h a t  

as you grew o l d e r  you a c t u a l l y  were p r e t t y  much 

the  same as a c h i l d ,  only more so. 

M i  t c h e l l :  That i s n ' t  completely what I meant by t h a t  ex-

p re s s ion .  I o f t e n  th ink  now of t h e  express ion  

"second childhood," which i s  always thought of 

i n  t h e  nega t ive  sense .  The way Shakespeare 

expressed  t h e  las t  s t a g e ,  h i s  cl imax "sans 

every th ing ."  But there is a second chi ldhood 



Mitche l l :  t h a t  I have found t h a t  is p o s i t i v e ,  j u s t  as 
. ch i ld ren  a r e  p o s i t i v e .  I r e a l l y  and t r u l y  

now f i n d  t h a t  I a m  more l i k e  n y s e l f , b u t  i n  a 

d i f f e r e n t  l e a r n i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  i's s t i l l  a 

l e a r n i n g  s i t u a t i o n ;  I th ink  t h a t ' s  always 

s a t i s f y i n g .  I a g r e e ,  of course ,  t h a t  the  p h y s i c a l  

l i m i t a t i o n s ,  of which I have comparatively few, 

a r e  r e a l  and f r u s t r a t i n g .  But j u s t  as r e a l  i s  
o n e t s  emotional  l i f e , w h i c h  is no t  s u b j e c t  t o  t he  

same l i m i t a t i o n s .  I have found a f i n e  new -

meaning t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of  o ld  age as 

"second childhood." Like c h i l d r e n ,  I a m  f i l l e d  

with  wonder and t ake  time t o  observe and en joy  

t h e  beauty of  l i v i n g  th ings  around me and the  

mirac le  of growth. And l i k e  c h i l d r e n ,  I da re  t o  

express  myself emotional ly .  My expres s ion  is i n  
the  form of w r i t i n g  f o r  myself f o r  the  shee r  

p l ea su re  i t  givesme; n o t ,  as i n  younger yea r s ,  a s  

a "serv ice"  t o  schools .  These a r e  new and l e a r n i n g  

exper iences  which one can indulge  i n  f r e e l y  i n  o l d  

age. They have brought me a sense  of being a p a r t  

of the  v a s t  l i v i n g  world, where death a r i s e s  from 

l i f e  and l i f e  a r i s e s  from death.  And t h i s  f e e l i n g  

b r i n g s  me a new kind of peace with  myself. 

Trans: MW 
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