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INTRODUCT ION

On three separate afternoons in the avtumn of 1953,
| carried a tape-recorder past the treelined streets and
fraternity houses which skirt the south side of the Univer-
sity of California campus, to William E. Colby's pleasant
old brown-shingled home., The slim and pretty second Mrs.
Colby ushered me into their quiet woodpanelled highceil=-
inged living room, and we |istened -- Mrs. Colby, the tape-
recordzr, and | -~ as one of California's greatest mining
lawyers and conservationists told us the story of hls life.

Mr. Colby uses a cane now, at 78, but he still goes
duckhunting and his mind still dredges as thoroughly and
powerfully as ever. During the weeks we were recording
and editing, he was writing what will some day be consid=-
ered one of the last great briefs on extralateral mining
rights, journeying to Yosemite to serve on its advisory board,
planting his garden down at the Big Sur, visiting and enter-
taining his many friends, and writing an article on his
father's life. His remarkable memory and the discipline
of his mind are evident in the following manuscript.

Vernon M. Smith, University of California Law Librarian,
suggested Mr. Colby's name to us. The interview was planned
and carried out as part of an experimental program of tape-~

recording under the general direction of Robert E. Burke,



A0 HA|

1§

JECQ1 Yo nmwuilus 241 ai 2nconrn131Ys 3ie18ca s3dd n

bas 21es1t: benjilEari =dd #q wWwhkioszi<sgal s basiTisa

1]

i
-
s
=
w0
2
=2
)
5
o
-y
;
ns
>
e
—4a
)
(53

doidw 222ved wiimyniznd

tnezestla a2fyvdiol .3 meiiiiW of .2ugees eini1alileld ¥o viis

s @ noowa yite 1 ne ila adl Stod baipgrnidz-awad bile
~iisndgid bellsnacbhoow iwiy it oini o suvdau vdiol
-scet wdi ,vdial .24 -~ beastail s na 3 taiwid be

prinim fastawnp 2'einiwtitael YTe sap 25 ~- | bas . rabiosn

3T 2id Ye viete sdi 2w blot 2tzimoifavasenc: ¢ ANBYWE

290p llite sd tud BV 18 _won sred 2y N J .
bas vidpuoiadi 28 a29pbab | Lide: baim 274 : a2
i RI00% Y 219% 3w 2 A%9R i1 amiw C1ave o wliutiswoy

~bizaed sd veb smoe iliw to&rMw pritiyw zew »d .pnidibn bod

peinim Isi1mipslaiixd Ao 2%9ivd iss1g lasl »dl 210 ban;
LBrs0d vyozivbr 211 ro svise: @1 stiadaaY of aniysnauei ¢ i
-39in9 bar boitiziv ,tuc i@ 3471 te nwob asb 21 addng |
einl @ Sijitan ot paitiaw Bas _abogiat ynem i Briaived
i e o 8 Y - o o, TS 2 21il alimnitad
NI 1Gi1o2 o DAS ¥ IR CEATAEMD Y 2 « BTy 712N &N
stcinzeun niwoliot adl ai tasbive 3¢ bt aid A
et b ol

-4

MB1921d1] wed sinnl |80 Yo viiagvzviol _diim€ M acnre¥

boantla 28w w»3ivivini sdl +2u @f 2mad 2T ydlol . betaappuz
98t Yo meiooyg leiasmiysgra ne to 14 26 1uo Bsitreo Dog

S48l .3 Ivadod Yo aciioavib Invdaosp st 1aba it 1699



v/

head of Bancroft Library's Manuscript Division., Mr. Colby
went carefully over every word of the manuscript, correcting
and revising whenever nccessary, and he donated to the lib-
rary's growing collection letters and reprints of articles
he has written. These can be found by reference to the

library catalogue.

Bancroft Library Corinne L. Gilb
16 March, 1954
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William Edward Colby, a native son whose parents were
eminent Californians, has been an attorney in San Fran-
cisco for more than fifty years, a lecturer at the Univer-
sity of California Law School from 191l to 1937, collector
of rare books on mining law and of Chinese robes, Secre-
tary of the Sierra Club from 1900 until recently, chair-
man of the California Park Commission from 1927 to 1936,
and currently a member of the Yosemite Advisory Board.

He is one of the most outstanding mining lawyers of the
West and has been ranked by the Sierra Club as second only

to John Muir among Califernia's conservationists.

Gilb: This is October 14, |953 in Berkeley, California
at the home of William E. Colby, who is being
interviewed by Corinne Gilb for the University

of California library.

Mr. Colby, won't you go ahead and tell us the
story of your life in your own words ~- begin-
ning at your birth, if you care to start that
W3y

Colby: | was born May 28, 1875 in Benicia, Solano County,
California. Benicia at one time promised to be
the leading city in the state, but for many rea-
sons San Francisco took the precedence. But in

the meantime, Benicia at one time was the capital
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of the state, for only a few months, | believe.

It was the headquarters for the Army; both the
arsenal and the barracks, being the most Important
Army and military concentration on the coast, were
sitvated there. It also was the leading educa=-
tional city in the state for some time, having
several young ladies! seminaries and colleges

and also St. Augustine'!s college for young men.
et

My father was Gilbert Winslow Colby and my mother,
Caroline Amelia Smith. My father was born in
Bradford, New Hampshire on May 5, 1825, His father
was killed in a cave-in of a well in which he was
working, and his mother and sister were also very
seriously injured and afterwards died from an ac-
cident in a carriage, leaving my father an orphan
about the age of 2. He apparently had a good
early education and taught school for several
years, He attended the University of Norwich, in
Vermont, taking a course in civil engineering.

He was in the class of 184|., He left Boston on the
sailing bark, Drummond, February |, 1849, coming
around the Horn and arriving in San Francisco
September |, 1849, He was a member of the Suffolk
mining company, of whom there were 47 members.

Upon arrival in San Francisco he took a sailing
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schooner for Sacramento with three of his compan-
ions on the trip around the Horn and formed a
partnership, taking merchandise with him which

had been brought on the sailing vessel around the
Horn. He opened a store with two of his partners
in what was called the "Big Tent", on J street,

in Sacramento, which was the largest availabie
place that business could be carried on. Several
merchants had stocks of goods in that tent. |t

was the headquarters of the principal stage come
pany leading out from Sacramento, and also the
officials of Sacramento city were located there.

He did not remain there long, but transported the
merchandise, consisting principally of tools and
goods for miners, on a mule train to Mormon Island
at the junction of two branches of the American
river and then on up to Redbank, where he was
located for some time. He engaged in mining and also
in merchandising. Every week he drove his own team
of oxen to Sacramento to secure additional supplies
for his store at Redbank. He remained at Redbank
for several months, but evidently came to the con-
clusion that mining was not the kind of business

he wanted to engage in, so he returned to Sacra-
mento and purchased a ranch near there. He took

as a partner a8 Mr. Pettit, who also knew something

about raising grain, and together they operated
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this ranch near Sacramento and successfully raised
in the very early '50's, 150 or '51, the first

crops of merchantable grain that were raised in

the Sacramento valley. He later sold this ranch

and purchased another larger one on the Sacramento
river near and north of the famous Bidwell Chico
ranch. General Bidwell and his wife were close
neighbors, and they saw a good deal of each other.

| can remember meeting General Bidwell up in Chico
in those very early days. My father was made a city
and county surveyer for Sacramento and held that posi-
tion for several years and later on became what was
called a locating agent for state school lands.

He held that position from 1860 to 1869. He was
also elected a member of the Agricultural Beard,

which was an official position In those early dayss

Going back to his ancestry in New Hampshire, he
was the great-grandson of Neremiah Colby, Sr. of
Hopkinton, New Hampshire, a patriot who served
on the Committee of Safety and who signed the
Association Test, April 22, 1776 to support the

American colonies.

While he was in Sacramento, he assisted in the
surveying of the transcontinental railroad and was
present at the driving of the last spike in Utah

when the two branches of the railroad were con-
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nected. He surveyed oublic lands for the United
States government in a good many of the Northern
counties. He also owned a lumber mill in the
Sierra Nevada under the firm name of Colby and
Allen. His cattle, horses, wheat, and barley

won first prizes at state fairs. He was an early
member of the State Grange and stood very high in
Masonic circles, and also of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows. His picture is among the pioneers
in the Sutter'!s Fort State Park at Sacramento.

He was admitted to the bar in 1852, having studied
law on his way around the Cape, having taken some
law books with him on the voyage for that purpose.
He practiced locally in Sacramento and also in

the Interior Departiment in connection with public
lands. He had large farming and live stock inter=-
ests in Colusa, Tehema, Butte, Yuba, Solano, and
Contra Costa Counties. In 1862 he opened a mer-
chandise store at Colby's Landing necar Nord, which
is the railroad station a little north of Chico.
The firm was Colby and Pond. His partner was Sam-
vel Pond, who afterwards became mayor of San Fran-
cisco. He was a director of several banking and
business corporations and at the time of his death
in 1881 was President of the Grangers' Bank of

San Francisco, a bank which was connected with

the State Grange. He was also postmaster at Nord
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for many years. He owned a ferry -- which crossed
the Sacramento river at Colby's Landing. It was
operated by a man | can recall, by the name of
Ringland, It was used for teams and foot-passen=-
gers crossing the river at that ooint. Colby's
Landing was also a point where the Sacrameafo
river steamers stopped on their way up and down
the river. He was elected in 1852, when he was
only 27 years old, as a State Assemblyman and
served for the year 1853, He was later, in 1854,
elected to the State Senate and served in 1855

and '56 and took part in a great deal of the im-
portant legislation that was passed in those early
days. On March 30, 1878 he made a principal add-
ress before the State Grange, and it is Interesting
to note that at that early date he warned people
of the threatened invasion of "taxgatherers and
communism™, Later on in this speech he also re-
ferred to Kearneyism, which at that time was at-
tracting so much public attention becavse of the
deplorable methods of Kearney and his hoodlum
associates in San Francisco. He advocated dis=-
pelling all apprehensions that alien or communis-
tic element would control our conventions or ad-
minister our government in its inferest. He was

a great advocate of women's suffrage because of
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his wifel!s interest in that cause.

On December 8, 1866 he married Caroline Amelia
Smith, in San Francisco, and following that time
their main home was at Colby's landing on the
Sacramento River., She was my mother, born in
Garland, Maine, May 2, 1837. She gradvated from
the Maine Female Seminary at Gorham, Maine on

May 3, 1858, She came to California vie the Isth-
mus of Pamama in 1859 in company with Mrs. A.G.
Stiles, who became very prominent in California

and for whom Stiles Hall sitvated near the Univer-
sity of California was named. She tauvught school in
California in various places: San Francisco, Marys-
ville, Centerville, and particularly in the Young
ladies! Seminary in Benicia. This Seminary was
started in 1852 by a group of pioneers in Benicia,
California. Later on Dr. Cyrus Mills and his wife,
Susan Mills, took charge. My mother taught under
their administration and continued after the Mills
had removed to Oakland, where they established
Mills College. She taught English and "Moral and
Mental Philosophy" in Benicia, and also had as

one of her oupils Louvise Strenzel, who later be-
came the wife of John Muir and who at that time

lived across the Bay back of Martinez in Alhambra
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Valley., My mother was prominent in church work,
being a Congregationalist, and edited the women's
column of the California Patron, which was an of-
ficial publication of the State Grange. My mother
also had an ancestor who was in the War of the
Revolution. She also had four ancestors who came
over in the Mayflower, that very much overloaded
ship. The geneology of this Mayflower ancestry

is that John Tilly and his wife and their daughter,
Elizabeth, were on that voyage and also a John How-
land, who married Elizabeth Tilly after they had
arrived on this side of the ocean in Aymouth.

Hope Howland was their daughter and married Elder
John Chapman in 1646. Thelir daughter, Bethia,
married Samuel Smith. Their son, Stephen Smith,
married Deborah Ellis in 1762, Their son, William
Ellis Smith, married Hannah Lyon. Their son,
Stephen Smith, married Nancy Peasly, who was my
grandmother and the mother of Caroline Amelia

Smith.

My mother and father had five children. The first
one, by the name of Bertie, died within a vear
of his birth; and then followed a daughter, my

oldest sister, Julia, next my brother, Charles
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then followed my birth, and after that my younger
sister, Josephine. We were all born about three

years apart.

My mother died October 24, 1879 and my father on
October 20, 1881, so | became an orphan when | was
six years old., | was then, still living in the
same home in Benicia, in which | was born, which
was one of the earliest permanent residences there
and | think the first brick house that was built
in Benicia. After my parents! had died, | was
taken care of by my aunts. My Aunt Henrietta
Louvisa Smith was made the legal guardian of all

of us four children, and she was assisted in our
care by a great aunt, who was quite @ remarkable
person, lLouisa Mitchell Daugherty. My Aunt Daugh-
erty had been a schoolteacher in the East, had
married a physician who had died. She had preached
in several pulpits in the East, which was rather
extraordinary for a woman in those days. She was
born in 1799, and she used to state with oride
that she was born when George Washington was still
alive, She had a very active mind and wrote for
the newspapers, had a column at one time on the
subject of Prohibition, which was one of her special-
ties. She took charge of my education and taught

me regularly until | entered the public school in
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Benicia when | was 12 or 13 years old. Her teach-
ing was so thorough that | entered a class in the
public school where the great majority of the pupils
were a year older than |I. | continuved with my
public school education in Benicia and went on

into the high school there, spending the first

two years in the high school. Then | came to
Berkeley with my aunt and younger sigfer. My

older sister had graduvated from the State Normal
School in San Jose and was a teacher at that time.

My brother had gone into business.

When | came to Berkeley, | entered Bowens Academy,
which was a echool preparatory for the University,
at the corner of Unlversity Avenue and Grove
Street. There | took one year finishing my prepar=
ation for the University. The Princioal of the
school, Thomas Stewart Bowens, was a Latin scholar,
having graduated from Dublin College in Ireland.

He found that | had an interest in Latin, having
just a smattering of it acquired in Benicia under
the tutelage of the Episcopalian minister, who

had a small class.” But under Professor Bowens'
leadership, | prepared in one year and took seven
entrance examinations at the University in Latin,
reading Latin at sight and translating English

into Latin at sight. | got first sections in all
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seven examinations, and also in algebra and arith-

metic.

In the University | tried to take courses that
would equip me for my profession, which at that
time | had decided would be that of a lawyer. |
took courses in Constitutional History and Juris-
prudence, from Professor Jones, William Carey
Jones, who founded the School of Jurisprudence,
which was later on called the Boalt Hall Law
School. | also was greatly interested in science,
and | became acquainted with Dr, Joseph LeConte,
the elder, who was the eminent naturalist, scien-
tist, and geologist. | took as many of his courses
as there were available., This was one of the most
stimulating and interesting perlods of my education,
because | found Dr, LeConte to be a master of the
subjects that he taught and also had a personality
which inspired all his students to revere him and
appreciate the work that he gave. | can remember
that | got first sections in both Geology and
Biology, which were the two main courses that he
gave, but | also took some additional lecture
courses for which no credit was given.

Gilb: Did you have a laboratory method of learning
geology in those days?

Colby: No.

Gilb: Just lectures. And | wondered also about your
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Colby:

Gilb:
Colby:

courses in Jurisprudence and Constitutional
History, do you remember anything about those?
Yes. | remember that | took a special course
which Professor Jones gave in Constitutional History.
It involved the reading of all the Madison notes
and diaries taken while the Constitution was being
framed. It was a tremendously interesting course.
There was only one other student in the course
beside myself, and Professor Jones left us fto our
own devices. | met with Professor Jones only once
or twice during the oeriod when his course was

given but handed in a volume of notes which | had

taken from the Madison reoorts of the debates.

I found this very helpful in my understanding of
the Constitution and Constitutional decisions
later on.

How large were your classes in science?

The classes in science were crowded, as many as
could get into the South Hall lecture hall. Dr.
LeConte’s courses were always very popular, and
he had to place limitations on those who took the
courses. | can always remember the course in
Geology especially becavse, though | was a fresh-
man at the time, two sophomores who took the course
came in and sat down along side of me. One of

them was John Howell, who afterwards ran the
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Antiquarian bookstore in San Francisco. The other
one was =-- became very eminent later on =~ Cotw-
trell, his name was. He invented the process of
taking the noxfous fumes ouf of smelter smoke by
electricity, and instead of fafing the proceeds
from this patent of his,;%e created a foundation
and put the thousands upon thousands of dollars which
came in as a resvlt of the use of this patent for
the benefit of students and for the advancement

of sciencé.‘ But these two students came into Dr.
LeContel!s lecture directly from a laboratory course
in explosives, and of all the ill-smelling odors

on their clothes ‘that they used to bring into

that lecture room every time that they came in,

| shall never forget!

|l only continued in the University in the class

of ©7 for two years, beccause our finances were

low and | had to take a position as tcacher at
Bowens Academy, which prepared students for the
University. | taught advanced arithmetic, algebra,
geometry, trigonometry, physics, chemistry, biology,
botany, and bookkeeping during the middle of the
day. | left my home in Berkeley taking the South-
ern Pacific train for San Francisco at seven
o'clock in the morning, when | attended an 8 A.M.
lecture at Hastings - Montgomery St. near Jackson =

returning to Berkeley a little after ten, when |
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started teaching, and taught with vsuvally only a
half an hour's intermission for lunch and took the
3:30 train for San Francisco again for the after=-
noon lecture at Hastings College of the Law. |
arrived in Berkeley about 7 P.M. In that way |
crossed the San Francisco Bay four times a day,

and of course | had to do a great deal of my study-
ing on the train and on the ferry. Judge Charles
Slack was the Dean of Hastings at that time, and
Warren Olney, Jr., who afterwards became a Judge

of the Supreme Court of California, was just start=
ing his lecturing, which he continued for several
years. And William Bradford Bosley, a graduate

of Yale Law School, was also teaching in his early
years at Hastings, and Professor Llouis T. Hengstler,
who had been a professor of mathematics at the
University in Berkeley, taught Jurisprudence at

Hastings commencing during my second year.,

| gradvated with the class of 1898, and | had an
opportunity to take a vacation, which | needed

at that ﬁime because | had been working pretty

hard attending Hastings and also teaching at the

same time. | represented the Sierra Club in Yosemite
Valley, opened headquarters for them, the first head-
quarters that they ever had in the Valley, in the
summer of 1898, spent three months up there., When

| returned from that stay in the Valley, | had
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some difficulty in getting into a law office in
San Francisco because all of my associates had
gotten a head start and had taken the choice
positions. | did, however, find an onening in the
office of Bartlett and Bartlett., The elder Bart-
lett, Columbus, was a brother of the Bartlett who
had shortly before been Governor of California.
And the other member of the firm was the son,
Lovis DeFontenay Bartlett, also a gradvate of the
University and of the Law School. | remained in
their office for a few months, but found that | covld
mo;e to advantage to a law office of my own in the
Mills Building, where | started to practice law,
and with the exception of a year following the

San Francisco earthquake-fire of 1906, | have

been in the Mills Building or the Mills Tower,

having law offices there for 55 vears.

Gilbs | wonder if | could interrupt to ask you a few
questions about Hastings and your education there.
You didn't all have to be from college, did you;
you could have gone without a college education?

Colby: All that was required was a high school education.

Gilbs Did you find that the ones without college were
esoecialiy handicapped?

Colby: Weli, | couldn't notice particularly any dif=

ference., Most of my friends werec either graduates
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Gilbs

Colby:

Gilb:
Colby:

of the University or had attended the University,
though there were a few. And now that you call it
to my attention, the ones who did not have a college
education, just as | recall it rather superficially,
did not turn out to be as prominent lawyers as the
others.

Were many of these men working also while they

were attending school?

A good many of them were in offices, law offices

in San Francisco, but without being oaid for it

in the majority of cases. They simply were allowed
to study in the offices and use the books there in
return for some service that they might perform.
Was it valuable to them, that experience?

That experience was undoubtedly valuable‘fo them,
and | felt somewhat handicapped when | started
practicing law, not having had the advantage of
being in court very often. Once in a while, while
we were attending coliege, we heard of some spe-
cial case that was in nrogress, and we tried to

get time off to attend. | can remember one case

in particular when General Barnes, who was attorney
for the Southern Pacific Railroad in a damage

suit defending against a suit brought by someone
who was represented by Delmas, who was the great
orator and lawyer, originally from San Jose. It

was really a remarkable exhibition of forensic
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Gilb:

Colby:

Gilbe

Colby:

Gilb:
Colby:

Gilbzs

Colby:

Gilb:

Colby:

ability, the contest between these two great law-
vers, both of them renowned for their oratory.
However, it was the character of oratory that you
hear very little of in courts nowadays.

Did you do Moot Court work there at Hastings?
Yes. |t was rather limiteds Mr. Bosley had
started this type of work. We organized into little
units of about four or five as | remember and would
meet at least once a month, if not oftener, and
conduct a quiz covering the work of the previous
month and also arguing some moot questions.

But you didan't have a ==

We didn't have a regular moot court as they have
nowadays.

Did you use the case method in your classrooms?
Yes, the case method had just about started at
that time,

How did you students react to it?

The students, | think, received it all right be=-
cause they didn't know anything else. It started
in the first year, and | think in practically all
of our courses except jurispruvdence and corpor-
ations the case system wa's followed.

Did you have adequate books in the library to
take care of that?

They had what we called casebooks at that time,
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and we used those in conjunction with textbooks
on the same subject.

Gilb: What is your view of the casebook method? Do you
fhink it is the more valuable?

Colby: | think that by combining it with the textbooks
you get the best results. Take either one alone
and it is deficient. A combination of the two
will bring about the best resvlts.

Gilb: Did you do legal aid work while you were there at
school?

Colby: No. | didn't do any while | was attending school,

but soon after | started to practice | did.

Gilbs | have one more question and that is, were there
women in the classes and what was the reaction
of the men to them?

Colby: There were three women in my class. One of them
was Rachel Vrooman, daughter of Senator Henry
Vrooman, who was one of the noted State Senators,
and an outstanding lawyer, who was the auvthor of
the Vrooman Road Act. He drafted the charter for
Stanford University, and was personal attorney
for Stanford, drawing up the trust which created
Stanford University, and supervised getting the
legislation through the State Legislature that
aided the Univ ersity. Miss Vrooman became my

first wife. We were married in 1902,
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And another woman classmate was Elinor Pratt, who
was daughter of the United States Surveyor General
for California. She held a rather important nosi-
tion of chief clerk in the United States Surveyor
General's office at the time she was attending
Hastings, and she was a young woman of exceptional
ability so that many of the persons who went to
the Surveyor General's office sought her advice

on law questions. And she, being a public offi-
cial, was vnable to help them out by appearing
before the land department or the courts, so that
shortly after gradvation she asked me if | would
take on some of this work that she was vnable to
handle, and she referred many clients to me, espec=-
ially those who were interested in mining problemse
That is the reason | moved to the Mills Building,
to open an office in conjunction with an oil com=
pany that the Surveyor General was interested in.
Nowadays a public official would have difficulty
in conducting the private business on the side
that they did in those days. It was nothing

vnusuval at that time.

The third young woman in the class was Jessie
Watson of Oakland, and she after graduation start-
ed practicing. She had a great acquaintance with

women parficularly, who were widows many of them
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elderly women, who sought her advice in the making
of wills and legal advice generally. She probated
many estates, and she came to me later on in the
Mills Building and asked me to rent her desk room
in my entrance office, which | did, and she prac-
ticed law there for a number of years. So that |
had rather a close relationship with the three
women who graduated in the class of 1898 from

Hastings.
et

Now inm my own personal life, | have two children,
both sons, the oldest one named Henry Vrooman

Colby, named after his mother's father, and the other
one Gilbert Winslow Colby, named after my father.
Both sons attended public school here in Berkeley,
each graduvating from the University of California.
Henry graduvated from the Harvard Law School. |

feel rather proud of him because they start Moot
Court work in Harvard Law School in the first

year, and each time a moot case is tried one-half

of the participating students are eliminated until
finally in the senior year they get down to the
finals. My son was one of the last eights A good
many of his classmates thought he ought to have been
in the last four because it was dve to a misunder-

standing of the nature of the case which was tried
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Gilbs
Colby:

Gilb:

Colby:

before the Moot Court and advice from Dean Pound
that was criticized by the three Supreme Court
judges from adjoining states that sat in my son's
final Moot Court session, that resulted in ruling
an argument that he made out, whereas Dean Pound
had said that it should have been included. He
asked Dean Pound in advance and got that advice
which went against him., Some of his classmates
said that he should have been in the last four.,

Why did he go to Harvard rather than here?

It's rather difficult to tell. | think that the idea

that was in my wife's mind and my own was that he
should have some Eastern experience, and it oproved
of value because when he returned to California
the fact that he was a graduate of Harvard with
high standing made quite an appeal to the office
that he entered at that time, that was McCutcheon,
Olney?!s office.

Did he ever talk to you about Pound?

Yes. He admired Pound greatly. My younger son
also went to Harvard to the Business Administra-
tion School. We sent him there because that was
supposed to be the leading Business Administration
School, with possibly one exception, in the United
States. And | also felt rather proud because he
gradvated with distinction. He missed getting

high distinction, which only about three students
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attained, by a fraction of one percent. | always
attributed the fact that he was not given high
distinction to his poor handwriting, which was
quite a handicap to his professors. My sons both
met girls from the East and married them and brought
them out here to live, where they have resided
since then, My son Henry was with the McCutcheon,
Olney firm until the beginning of the second world
war when he enlisted in the navy and became a
lievutenant, J.G. After the war he became a part-
ner of Joseph McKeon and has practiced here in

San Francisco since then under the firm name of
McKeon & Colby. My son Gilbert went into the in-
vestment department of the Wells Fargo Bank and
Union Trust Company. He has been made a Vice
President of the bank and now has full charge of
the bank's investment department. My oldest son,
Henry, has three children, one son attending Stan-
ford University in his senior year now; another,
the oldest davghter, has already graduated from
Smith College; and the younger daughter is now
attending the University of California, having con-
cluded her first year at Smith. My younger son
has a davghter who Is now in her first vear at

the University of California. My younger sister
and two of my nephews who each lived with us in

Berkeley for the four years and a niece also grad-
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Gilb:
Colby:

Gilb:

vated from the University of California.

My first wife, Rachel Vrooman Colby, became quite
an avthority on parliamentary law so that she was
in great demand at meetings of women's clubs to
act as parliamentarian. She never practiced law.
Would you have liked it, if she did?

Well, | don't know. | had thought of it at times,
but she didn't seem to care for it particuvlarly.
She took the law course more as an education. She
was a great admirer of her father, who was such

an eminent lawyer, and that was one reason why

she was attracted to the law course. Unfortun-
ately, my first wife passed away in 1949, | think

it was.

Two years later | married my present wife. Helen
Leach was her maiden name, and at the time |

married her she was Mrs., Flemming. It is rather in-
teresting that | met her in the mountains on one of
the Sierra Club trips which | conducted in 1923,

and she attended another outing in 1925, She mar-
ried later on and had one daughter, Sylvia Christen-
son, who is now atftending the University of Calif-
ornia. My wife was an artist, has been a profes-
sional artist in past years and is still greatly
interested in art.

Portraits, or ¢ hat was the professional angle?

23
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Colby:

She was a commercial artist for several years
but was glad to give it vp and now paints and

draws for the pleasure it gives her,

I've always enjoyed getting out in the country, so
shortly after -- no, not shortly after, several
years after, 1913 as a matter of fact -~ after

our two boys were growing up, my first wife and

| bought a lot and built a very attractive country
place in Inverness, Marin County. She used to take
the two boys up there Friday afterneon after school.
| would come up Ssaturday afternoon, after | got
away from the office, and spend all Sunday there.
We'd start down Monday morning, getting up about
four o'clock, taking the horse stage over to Point
Reyes Station, the narrow-gauge train down to
Manor, then the broad-gauge train to Sauselito,
and the ferry across, and then | went up to my
office and she continued on the ferry across the
Bay to Berkeley, the ftrein, and then installed

the boys in school there. And when the teacher
complained that ecither one or the other boys

went to sleep during the dayfime on Monday, my
wife had a ready explanation. But we enjoyed

the stay at Inverness becauvse it took us outdoors.
At one time | had eleven boats in a boathouse that

| had bought down on the Bay, hunting boats and
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rowboats, a sailboat, and a launch, twenty-five
feet long, that we took trips on the Bay and went
down the mouth of the Bay over to Abalone Beach
where we got abalones and oysters, clams, caught
fish, and gathered berries, blackberries,salal, and

huckleberries,

In the fall of 1905, my first wife, Rachel, and |
built our present home here in Berkeley at 2901I
Channing Way, where this recording is being made.
And | have maintained this as my home ever since.
It has proved most satisfactory because of my re=-
lationship with the University, my boys going to
the University, two of my nephews went to the
University and stayed here and | lectured for 26
years at Boalt Hall. Later on | acquired a coun-
try home down the coast, below the Big Sur river,
where | go now weeckends with my wife and where we
have a great outlook on the ocean on one side and

intfo a redwood canyon on the other.
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Gilbs

Colby:
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This part of the interview with William Edward
Colby was recorded on October 21, 1953 in his
home.

Mr. Colby, would you like to go ahead with your
narrative? ~

This afternoon I'd like to talk about my conser-

vation work and my interest in conservation.

My oparents were both very much interested in the
out of doors, my father and mother having taken
trips in their two-horse carriage to Calaveras

Big Trees, and Yosemite in the early 70's before

| was born. | can remember a trip | took with

my father after my mother's death -~ | must have
been four or five years old -- from our home at
Colby's Landing on the Sacramento river when we
drove up in our team to some meadows in the Sierra
in Plumas County and camped there evidently for a
couple of weeks. | can remember the wonderful
pine forest. And very early in our stay there
they brought into camp to show the paw of a huge
grizzly which some hunter had shot nearby at that
time. | was very much impressed with that because
they told me that if | strayed from camp any dis-

tance that one of those grizzlies would get me.
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My father was a grizzly bear hunter. That was one
of his favorite hobbies. And | was told after=-
wards by a cousin much older than | that he had
been taken by my father on a grizzly bear hunt,
and my father had nearly run his legs off. My
father was a civil engineer and surveyor and was
noted for his travelling abilities, travelling

on foot.

My first direct connection with conservation came
during my first trip into the Sierra, which was
taken in 1894, starting toward the end of May and
it was completed about the middle of August. It
occupied nearly three months, and | went with

two older men, both gradvates of the University,
one taking work at Hastings Law School and the
other getting his master's degree. It was only
his fourth year in college, having compjleted his
bachelor's work in three years. He was one of the
most brilliant men that | ever met. His name was
Leon Solomons, and he afterwards attended Harvard
University and got his doctor's degree in a very
short time. Both Professors Munsterberg and Will=-
iam James, in the Deocartment of Psychology where
he specializea, stated that he was one of the

most stimulating young men that they had ever met.
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He afterwards became Professor of Psychology at
Nebraska University and then at Wisconsin, where
he died from a very minor operation, because he
was one of the most high-strung individuals |

ever came In contact with., The other fellow

was Ernest Bonner, who afterwards became District
Attorney and Superior Judge of Modoc County. He
was much more phlegmatic. We arranged for the
trip; and would go up into the hills here at
Berkeley up Grizzly Peak sometimes on moonlit nights
and lie out there on the side of the hills dis=-
cussing our great trio that we were going to

take into the Sierra. We all of us had read

John Muir's writings, and at that time his magnum
opus, which was written for the San Francisco
Bulletin and issued in very fine illustrated form,
very large pages, had just appeared. And in that
were intimate descriptions of Yosemite Valley and
the Sierra, illustrated by engravings taken from Wil-
liam Keith's paintings and those of other noted
artists, as well as photographs. We started from
Placerville and travelled down the Sierra through
the Calaveras Big Trees, Lake Eleanor, Hetch Het-
chy Valley and over to Yosemite where we soent
quite a few days. From Yosemite we went up into
the Tuolumne Meadows, and stayed there for about

a month, took a knapsack trip down Tuolumne Canyon,
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which had only been visited by a very few hardy
explorers like John Muir and Galen Clark. We then
visited the Mono Craters, climbed several of the
mountains in the vicinity, and returned home to-
ward the middle of August. This trip gave me a
very wonderful insight into the beauties of the
Sierra and the magnificence of that range. |
realized that travel of that sort was of the very
highest order, something that | repeated largely
during the rest of my life as long as | was able
to go into the mountains and do the strenvous
hiking that was necessary for such frips. | met
some people on thatirip in Yosemite and other
places who afterwards had quite an influence on

my life and became some of my very intimate and best
friends. Among them was Professor Joseph LeConte --
J.N. LeConte, the son of the elder Professor
Joseph LeConte, the noted geologist, whom | also
met. | had taken work with him at Berkeley, so

| knew him, but | met him and had a very delight-
ful chat with him at Crockers on the Big Oak

Flat road going into Yosemite. | also met Robert
Price, who was then the Secretary of the Sierra

Club, whom | succeeded in a very few years.

Liaiats

W

The Sierra Club had become very well known in

29
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defending the Yosemite National Park, which had
been created by its President, John Muir. And
most of the people who went i{nto the Sierra be-
longed to the Sierra Club. | was requested in
1900 to become the Secretary of the Sierra Club.
This was almost entirely dve to the friendships
that | had made among Sierra Club members on that
first expedition. | was glad, indeed, to take
this position because of the very fine type of
people who were members of the club and the charac-
ter of the work which it involved. John Muir was
the President of the Sierra Club, had been from
its organization in 1892 and remained its Presi-
dent until the date of his death, Christmas eve,
1914, As a result of my election as Secretary,

| was brought into very close and intimate con=
tact with Muvir., He invited me up to his home
Alhambra Valley near Martinex, and | visited him
many times there talking over various matters that
involved the Sierra Club and conservation. It

is interesting that my mother should have tavght
his wife, Lovise Strenzel, before she married
John Muir, and | met Mrs. Muir on these various
trips to the Alhambra Valley in the early days

of my secretaryship before Mrs. Muir passed away.

30
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One of the first extremely important matters that
came to the attention of the Sierra Club and which
| was called on to take charge of was the campalign
for the recession of Yosemite Valley to the fed-
eral government, John Muir had lived in the val-
ley for several years after he first came to Cal-
ifornia along from about 1870 to 1880 or there-
abouts and had become very devoted to everything
that concerned the Valley. He became distressed at
the manner in which the valley was managed because
it had degenerated from a very fine group of
Commissioners, who were appointed by the Governor
when the state park was created by Congress. |t
had become a opolitical catspaw, and members of

the Yosemite Commission, with very few exceptions,
were appointed for political reasons rather than
for any qualification for the position.

Was it a salaried position?®

It was not a salaried position, but the expenses
of the commissioners were paid and it had a
certain political prestige, so that rather im-
portant people were often times appointed on the
Commission but without any particular qualifi=-
cation for guiding the best interests of the

Valley.

John Muir wascalled on to accompany President
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Theodore Roosevelt into Yosemite and guide him
around on a camping trip above the Valley.

What year was this®

This was in 1903, | believe. It was when Roose-
velt came out during his Presidency on & tour of
the Coast. Muir took the opportunity to get
Roosevelt committed to the idea of having the
state park, which included the Valley itself,
turned back to the federal government and inciuded
in the great national park which surrounded Yose-
mite and which included something over 1000 square
miles.

What would be the advantages of having it be
national?

The advantage of having it national was that in
the first place Yosemite Park was only a small
area extending a mile back from the walls of the
Valley itself, and this small area was entirely
embraced within the larger national park. It
resulted in a great conflict of interests. Some=-
times a fire would start en the border. The
national government would claim that it was in the
state park, and the state people would claim that
it was in the national park so that this conflict
of interests was rather serious so far as carry-
ing on the operations of the two parks in a

cooperative way. And more fundamental than any-
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thing else was the fact that Yosemite Valley was
operated through state appropriations, and they
were very meagre. | was amazed when | started to
investigate to find out how much was appropri-
ated, only ten to fifteen thousand dollars a year
to cover all of the expenses, which included the
exoenses of the Secretary of the Commission in
San Francisco, his offices there, the travel ex=-
penses of all of the Commissioners, and the sal-
ary of the "Guardian™, a state official, and
whatever money was left over was used to keep up
the roads and trails and buildings, etc. It was
a paltry amount so that it was no wonder that
trails were in bad condition, as well as the roads
not surfaced at all, and there was a general un=-
kempt appearance about the Valley floor, which we
noted when | went into the Valley first in 1894,
So that with these arguments, John Muir was able
to interest not only Theodore Roosevelt in having
the Valley turned back to the federal government
but George C. Pardee, Governor of California, also,
who was @ member of the party though he did not
accompany Roosevelt on his trip with John Muir,
which was a private affair. Pardee was also
willing that the Valley should be turned back,

and that arrangement was made between them, but of



d

A LR e Vot e e AU RAL TR Nl MR
Py W 4l i | s - h

zew valisV oiimezoY ted! 156% 241 27w %29 gaidt
ya»di bneg ,2noiisitaotrgge steiz dpuvodi Lotersce
ot betisia | nvdw besems 28w | .Bigese visy 918w

1

~i1qoieags 26w Aoum wod fue

f‘_“
==}
@
-l
v
-4
e
-
S
M
<
=

-
.
:

insy & 21elieb bassvodt assiiiY of ns

3di bsbuloai doldw ,232asqxs 3di 30 lls vover ol

Al acigzsimmeld oAt Te viate1o3? sdd Yo :w:osexs

~%xs lsvsit sdt . v18di aaci¥le 2id ,oozionsd apd

«lga »dt Lne ,2tsncizeimmod vdd Yo {lsy 710 2%2msq
bne ,lainilte stetz 6 ManibreuD sdt Yo yan

boou 28w 13ve tisl z2aw wyonog isvstafdw

)
o
»
=

3
2.
»~
-

5
%
03
-]

-

-
(o]
3

T
=
5

2
©

.
e

=
9
v
2
e
om
4
.d-

~au ia*3n%p & 2vw siwdt bas Jis to LoaeYive ton

saas toemad

Ll
R
\
<
-
-.‘
-
=0
]
-
53
o)
-t
(o
9]
=
[~
-
=]
=)
~

2281 ai teqit yaliaV sdl odai dasw | netfwy Dzion

-
2
-
£
—
B
-
o
ow

lde 2ew 1iuld niol . etimsmupis 9237

W

privad i tlavs20oN syobosd]l vino teon tamisini of
pamnasvor !s1abat sdi ot dzed bBaaiu! y3ilsV s3d4
pintotilel Yo 1omiaved ,asbasfl D s2v090 tud

ton Bib sd dpvad? wiree » 10 1wdmest 5 28w Ofw

2
.

ctTiuM ndel dtiw qidt zid

=

0 Tisvre00q vneaumoazs
eais 28w 39b1a9 <xialtve dlavive & 28w Adidw
LA28d bezarei ad bluodz vallsV sdt tedt pailiiw

¢ tud ,madi asswisd sbem zew tasmopne-s iedt bLae

{ s 2 o~ MY B PRt ot



Giilbs

Colby:

course the work of getting the recession bill

through the legislature was another matter that
had to be handled by other people. So that John
Muir toek up the gauntlet, and he enlisted my
support as Secretary of the Sierra Club, and we
got the Club strongly behind us. | prepared

at the outset a little leaflet giving the reasons
for the transfer and quoting from several editor-
ials of leading newspapers in the state which had
advocated it after we had called tt to their at-
tention. | got the leaflet printed and distri=-
buted to the members of the legislature before
they met in Janvary, as | remember it.

Of what year?

Of == that would be 1904, | think. | got it out
none too soon. In fact, the speaker of the As-
sembly, William Waste, who afterwards became
Chief Justice of the Suoreme Court of California,
told me that he received my little leaflet in the
mail just before he left Berkeley to attend a
Masonic meeting in Oakland one evening. He read
it on the way over on the street car and became
thoroughly convinced that our cause was just.
During the Masonic meeting, he was called out by
an Examiner reporter and asked what he thought

about this proposition. So he was able to tell
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him without any question. The Examiner was

violently opposed to the transfer.

Why ¢

The reason for the Examiner's opposition was
manifold. | found that -- after many years of
experience =~ Hearst had little symoathy with
parkse One reason was that he had purchased a
beautiful home. It was a small hotel, in the
Grand Canyon National Park, at Grandview. And

he didn't like park restrictions and it showed up
in many other ways. This was long before that,
but he had the same trend of thought. His prin-
cipal argument was that we would be virtually mov-
ing the Yosemite Valley back to Washington, and
we'd have to get down on our knees and go to
Washington to be permitted to enter the Yosemite
Valley and that it was a great reflection on the
peoole of the State of California if they couldn't
run something that was within their own borders.
Another reason, and probably one of the principal
ones, was the fact that a very orominent criminal
lawyer by the name of W.W. Foote, who had offices
in San Francisco, had been during the latter por-
tion of his lifetime attorney for the Examiner
and the Hearst interests. He had been a Commis=-

sioner of the Yosemite Valley, a State Commissioner.
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He had died shortly before this, but his partner,

JoJ. Lerman, had become the attorney and had been
made Secretary of the State Park Commission, so
that this intimate tie with the Examiner explains
in large part their great opposition. Anyway,

the first day that the Examiner came out after
they had gotten wind of our little leaflet, they
had a full front-page picture of Yosemite falls
and underneath was this label, "Do you want to
have this taken away from the residents of Calif=
ornia and practically moved back to Washington,"
And they played vo that sentiment very powerfully
and devoted at least a page of the Examiner, each
day all during the campaign which lasted for a
couple of months or so, getting everyone that they
could to advocate the retention of the Valley by
the state. | realized right away that we were

up against a very difficult battle, and that if we
were to win we'd have to do something very drasticg
so | take credit on myself for having thought wup

a strateay which proved svccessful. | remembered
that John Muir had been a great friend of E.H.
Harriman, the railway magnate. Harriman had a
nervous breakdown and his doctors ordered him to
take a sea voyage and a thorough vacation and
forget all about railroads. He asked if he couvld

take friends along with him. The doctors said,
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"Yes. Take plenty of them, but don't take any

railroad men." And he invited leading scientists:
Joha Muir, John Burrough, a great many others in
the government service, who were biologists, geo-
logists and botanists and so on, on what was
called the Harriman Expedition which went to
Alaska in 1893 with the very fine object of writ-
ing up the geology, geography, and botany of
Alaska. So John Muir was included. | remembered
this, and Harriman, because John Muir didn't kow-
tow to him and show the deference that so many

of the other members of the party did, took a
great liking to him. And every time that Harri-
man would come to California after that, he would
get in touch with John Muir and try and get him to
go up to his lodge at Pelican Bay, Klamqfh Lake

or up to his ldaho lodge. So | realized that this
great inflvence could be brought to bear; Harri-
man, through the Southern Pacific -- was President
of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company at that
time, and the Southern Pacific had almost abso-
lute control of the legislature. They did it

for self-protection, of course, to protect their
own interests. But they had such a control that
they could do almost anything that they wanted

to, within reason, with the legislature. So |

told Muir to write to Harriman and tell him in great
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detail why the Valley should be returned to the
federal government. As soon as Harriman received
the letter, he wired out to William Herrin, who

was the chief counsel of the Southern Pacific
Company in California and who handled its poli-
tical affairs. Herrin called me over to his office,
and | explained to him all the details, gave him the
data that we had accumulated on the subject., And
he told me, he said, "Now don't think that we are
going to fight this battle for yov., You've got

to get out and do the real fighting, and we'll help
where we can where it will not affect the Southern
Pacific interests.” | learned more about poli-
tics and the state legislature in those few weeks
than | have in all the rest of my life put to-
gether.

WYho were your opponents? Do you remember them?
Yes. One of the princinal opponents was a state
senator by the name of John Curtin, who came

from the district in which Yosemite is situated.

He was an attorney from Sonora, and he represented
as a lawyer most of the interests in the Valley =-
the hotel people, the stage people, and all the
other interests. And he had had several battles
with the United States government over the cattle
which he drove into the Yosemite National Park

and allowed to run free over great portions of
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the park. They tried to stop him. Colonel
Benson, who took over the management and -- was
in charge of Yosemite National Park, tried to
stop him and drive his cattle out, but he got a
decision from the Supreme Court of the United
States to the effect that he couvld do that as
long as the federal government did not fence his

land and keep the cattle from running into the

park, and on that ground he was very bitter against

the national park and made a very good champon
for the other side as well as representing all
his clients. So, it really was a battle royal on
that ground. | found out, however, that several
of the leaders who everybody knew represented

the Southern Pacific Company fought us and made
speeches against us and so on. | found out after-
wards that this was a part of the game. The
Southern Pacific wanted to divert attention from
itself, and by doing this would get people to
believe it was not interested in the recession.
John Muir and | took nine different trips fto
Sacramento to talk with members of the legislature
and try and get them to vote favorably, and |
always reported to Mr., Herrin when | came down as
to how things were getting on. | told him one
time that Charlie Shortridge, who was really a

Souvthern Pacific representative in the fact that
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his vote would generally go for the railroad’!s
bills == he was a state senator from San Jose ==
was making great speeches against vus, talking
about the golden haired girls, and the golden
state, and golden poppies, and all these things
would be moved out of the state, taken on to
Washington, if this bill was carried through.
Herrin smiled rather an amused smile and said,
"Well, | think you'd better send all the wires
and letters that you can get written to Charlie
Shortridge from his constituents down there.
That will help a lot. And we'll see what can be

done."

So David Starr Jordan was one of Shortridge's
constituents, and he and others, some very high
member in the Catholic Church in San Jose helped
us tremendously (one was head of the Sempervirons
Club), and altogether we brought this pressure to
bear on Charlie Shortridge. So when the vote
came up, it passed the Assembly very easily, by

a great majority. But in the Senate, we checked
up and found that we needed one more vote, so
when it came to the balloting in the Senate,
Shortridge, when his name was called, got up

and said that he was still of the opinion that

the Valley shoulid not be turned back but he had
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heard from so many of his constituents who wanted
him to vote in favor of the recession that he would
have to do it. And that carried the day.. Of course,

Governor Pardee signed the bill without anyquesiion.

Colby: After the recession of Yosemite Valley to the
federal government by the legislature of Calif-
ornia, it became necessary for Congress to accept
it to make it legal. The state had originally
accepted the responsibility and therefore Con-
gress had to agree to take it back. We thought
that there would be no difficulty because the
very strong adverse sentiment that had arisen in
California through the work of the Examiner was
entirely lacking the East and among the Con-
gressman generally. But to our consternation,
when the bill came up in the House of Represen-
tatives -~ it was sponsored by a very prominent
Congressman from Stockton, -~ Speaker Cannon would
not recognize him, and Cannon at that time was
the Tsar of the House. Unless he recognized the
advocate of a bill, it was dead. So, when | found
this out == it was Congressman Needham, who after-
wards became a Judge in the East by appointment
-~ | immediately got in touch with John Muir and

told him of our ftrouble and that he'd better get
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busy with Harriman again becauvse Harriman, of
course, through his Southern Pacific interests
had great influence in Congress. He wired Harri=-
man the difficulty and in a day or two Cannon
recognized Needham. The bill passed the House

by a very large majority. One reason for the op=-
position of Cannon was probably the fact that he
was a great economist, and he wanted to cut down
on federal expenses everywhere. He thought that
if the state would pay for the upkeep of the

Valley, that was all to the good.

Then we thought our difficulties were over. The
bill came vp in the Senate, and Senator Perkins,
who was next to if not the Senior Senator and

had great prestige and power on that account,

had introduced the bill and was one of the charter
members of the Sierra Club so that he was very
strongly in favor of it and would do more than
most persons would on that account. But the bill
was referred to the committee on public lands.

The chairman of that committee was a Senator from
Dakota, | think before Dakota was divided. In any
event, this chairman would not report out the
bille The reason was that he had visited the
Valley the year before, and the Yosemite and

Eastern Railroad, the little branch road that extend-
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ed vp from Merced to El Portal, had taken him

in tow, told him their troubles, and they had

had a rather violent contest with the Southern
Pacific company. The Southern Pacific company
wanted to own and control the railroad, and the
Yosemite Railroad would not give up their interest
and control. So they had enlisted the support

of this Senator. The Southern Pacific in order
to get a little advantage over this branch rail-
road had provided in the bill before Congress

for the cutting off of a small corner, that was
inconsequential as far as any park value was con-
cerned, of the park which would enable the South-
ern Pacific railroad to run a branch road in

from Fresno and in that way compete with the
Yosemite road. For this reason, this Dakota Sen-
ator would not report the bill out, which meant
that it was dead if he continued in that view.
However, Senator Perkins was so powerful that

he obtained the consent of two-thirds of the
Senate, and when a bill came up to provide an
appropriation for the District of Columbia, which
was a custormary bill every year, he moved that
the Yosemite recession bill be taken out of com-
mittee and brought up on the floor of the Senate.
He obtained the two-thirds vote which was neces-

sary, and the bill was called out and passed
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without any difficulty. And of course President
Roosevelt signed it without question, as he had al=-
ready oromised John Muir. So that we finally con-
cluded this long and arduous campaign.

Gilb: Did any other newspapers besides the Examiner
oppose you?

Colby: The Examiner and the Lodi Sentinel were the only

two papers in California that opposed it, and we
had favorable editorials from almost every other
paper in the state, showing the overwhelming
public sentiment in favor of the transfer. As it
has turned out from a practical standpoint, Con-
gress commenced appropriating sums ranging up to
$50,000 at first and then $100,000 a year and
now, | don't know what the amount is but it is
vpwards of $250,000 or more each year for the up=
keep of the Valley as compared with the $10,000
or $15,000 the state appropriated before. Any
fair-minded person would agree that the transfer
of jurisdiction was one of the finest things in
the interest of the Valley itself that was ever

done.,
SHEe

Another outstanding matter that came before the
Sierra Club for action, and John Muir was strongly

behind it, was what we refer to as the Hetch Hetchy
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Gilb:

fight. The Hetch Hetchy Valley had been in-
cluded in the Yosemite National Park largely as
a resvlt of John Muir's efforts, aided by Robert

Underwood Johnson, one of the editors of the

Century Magazine, and it was only because of that

reason that it wasincluded in the national park.
It had never been filed on and water rights obtain-
ed either for the flooding of the Valley or for
the development of electric power. The United
States Geological Survey when they surveyed the
general region had reported that the damsite
resulting from the narrowing of the Hetch Hetchy
Valley at its lower end was one of the fine dam-
sites of the world because it would impound so
much water which the Tvolumne River, a large river
of the state, flowing through it, would bring
behind the dam.

San Francisco became interested in acquiring this

as a municipal water supply. When we heard of it,
of course John Muir was tremendously exercised

to think that a great part of his work would be
vndone. And so the Sierra Club very strongly op-
posed this application by the city of San Francisco.
We were successful in oreventing the grant for a
number of vyears.

How did you manage to do this?
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Colby:

46

We managed to do this because John Muir had
personal interviews with Theodore Roosevelt, who
was then President, and enlisted his support, and
Theodore Roosevelit was, though he had a great many
friends on the other side -~- because on the other
side there was Governor Pardee, Gifford Pinchot,
and other notable oeople == so that he however

had such an interest in conservation and realized
that John Muir had done such a wonderful work in
preserving the Valley that he threw his weight

in favor of the preservation of the Valley as

long as it was possible to do so. Garfield was
his Secretary of the Interior, and Garfield de-
cided against San Francisco as far as the Hetch
Hetchy Valley was concerned. However, he permitted
San Francisco to file on Lake Eleanor, which was
within the natiom | park, and in combination with
the Cherry River the offictals in Washington felt
that the city's needs would be taken care of.

So that the permit was made that way, and Hetch

Hetchy was e¢liminated from it.

But the tide turned when Woodrow Wilson became
President, becavse he named Franklin K., Lane,
who had been City Attorney of San Franmcisco,
when the application for the Hetch Hetchy Valley

for a site for a municinal supply for San Fran-



T I . T L L T T T g O, T

vy

bad “iuM adol vavessd 2idt ob o1 bsosnsm W  :vdled
odw ,tFsvoaoel srobosdl diiw awsivistai lsao:13q
bhee ,fvooque aid balailane bas fasbizs19 avdl 2pw
voem tevip o bed 3d dpuedi 26w tlwvszoal stobésn’

1edto 3dt no 22vedsd <= sbiz 19dte 94+ no abas iy

ta
pt
)
21
L7
.
-t
@
o-
s,
o8

ctodoni® B1o17i0 ,23b18% tontwven
ravoved »d tadl oz == slcosc #ldeton 13/dte bLns
bssilev1 boe roifaviveeedr ai trs18tni as 44u2 bed

ni Avow luYsbhaow & dows sach ben 1iui AFEOL iadd

-
<

iApiaw 200 waIdd 9d Yadt wellsy 9T 19

sileV 3dt Yo noitevisesro odd 1o 10veY nj

(2]
<
"%

2ew Disides @2 ob of sldizaede ssw fi 28 rael
-5t bisgidps ne 00 1sinl s3AY Yo vamteics zid
Aotok adt a8 16% 28 032ica81% asd tanmi & Dabio

Byttiminn od [ ssviwol . bsn193009 ciw valleV yvdyiok

dtiw aoitanidmes al bns d1sg | #oitna 44 nidlie

+Y0 3185 asdsl 3d bBivow ztsesa 2l'yvlis At tedt

oti met1? bstenimils 24w vdoisH

pneo9d 002!} iW worbooW asdw besnyud abii »dt +uB
e208] 2 nildoer? bamsa wd sauscod [ lasbizsaf
O22icnerd and Yo yenr0ttA v1i2 avsd bad ade

¥l eV vrdotoH datal sdi 10} aoitssilces 9d1 asdw

-n613 n6C 10Y vicguz lstiofaum & 167 3tiz & 10}

P o2 ndiiid-esi



Gilb:
Colby:

Gilbs
Colby:

cisco had been made,

Do you know the date of that original application?
I couldn't tell you offhand. And Benjamin Ide
Wheeler had recommended Franklin K. Lane to Wood=-
row Wilson., Because of this change in the poli-
tical sitvation, we found that we were at a great
disadvantage. And we found afterwards that that
was largely dve to the fact that San Francisco
sent on to lobby in Washington a secretary or
some representative of the Board of Supervisors,
who stayed in Washington for a year or more,
talking to Congressmen and getting them enlisted

on the side of San Francisco.

We issued a pamphlet which | helped to prepare,
illustrated by some very beauvtiful reproductions

of photographs of the Hetch Hetchy Valley, and that
was circulated very widely., We had tremendous sup=
port from many sources. But this political change
was too opowerful for us. They had hearings in
Washington. We had representatives at those hear=-
ings who did splendid work.

What type of people who supported you?

There was an/afforney, one of the leading at=
torneys of Boston, Mr. Edmund Whitman, who had

come out on some Sierra Club outings, went down

to Washington to appear at one of these Senate
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Colby:

Gilb:

Colby:

48

hearings. And Harriet Monroe, the editor of
Poetry Magazine, made a special trip from Chicago
and delivered a most eloquent address. She had
seen the Hetch Hetchy, as had this Boston attor-
ney. We had many others who represented us at
those hearings.

Were they all just interested in preserving the
beauty, or were there any other interests invol=
ved?

No. It wa entirely preserving the beauty, and

the fact that it was a national park and that

this would set a very serious precedent if nation-
al parks could be invaded on such a count. We even
enlisted the support of civil engineers, hydrauvlic
engineers, wvho aided us in preparing reports show-
ing that there were very many other, half a dozen
other, sources of supply that San Francisco could
have obtained. And that was absolutely demonstrated
later on by the fact that OCakland went over to the
Mokelumne River and obtained a very fine water
supply and brought it into Oakland long before

San Francisco got the Hetch Hetchy supoly even.
Well, that would take care of water but what about
electric power?

Yes. That was true. The power situation was

the sticking point. And yet the San Francisco

advocates insisted that power was not the thing
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they were affer in spite of the fact that it was
proven by so many side issves that == and reactions
that we found. It was due mainly to the fact that
Mayor Phelan had very violent opposition fo the
United Railroads, who ran the streetcars in San
Francisco, and it was his great desire to obtain
public power for the city to run those railroads.

I think that if it hadn't been for that we would
have won the Hetch Hetchy fight. But we were handi-
capped in every direction. The city officials and
representatives promised that they would see that
camp grounds that were near the Hetch Hetchy Val-
ley would be set aside for the public. It was

only a8 limited amount of camp ground near the
damsite that could be used, because any camp grounds
that were above the reservoir that would drain into
the watershed would of course be objectionable on
account of sanitary reasons. And this camp ground
that they talked so much about that they were

going to ooen up to the public is now devoted en~
tirely to a lodge which had been built for the
benefit of San Francisco supervisors and other
public officials. They also stated that boating

on the lake would enable people to enjoy its won-
ders and that it would be even more beautiful as a

lake than as the original valley. Sanitary rea-
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sons, as backed up by the San Francisco, have
caused them to close up the lake entirely to
oublic travel., There's no boating on it. No-
body can view the waterfalls and cliffs except
from the damsite at the lower end., So that all
of these statements and promises fﬁaf were held
out were entirely specious and were never carried
out when It came to the actual test. The city
did very reluctantly out up some money to build

some roads and trails back into the country above

the Hetch Hetchy Valley. I never felt that amount-

ed to very much, though a great deal was made of

it, because the roads and trails have fallen into
disuse and nobody uses them now. They have nroven
of practically no value as far as making the park
more accessible is concerned. This loss of Hetch

Hetchy Valley was a tremendous blow to John Muir.

Of course we opposed the Raker Act, which was the
granting act, and Congress put a number of condi=-
tions in the Raker Act that were supposed to be
for our benefit. We didn't care anything about
them because if the Valley was lost we felt the

ma jor wrong was done and it couldn't be righted

by any conditions that were put in the Raker Act.
They never amounted to anything so far as benefit-

ing the sitvation was concerned, |I'm quite sure
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that this loss of the Hetch Hetchy Valley had a
great deal to do with Mr. Muir's subsequent ill-
ness and uvltimate death. He probably died in advance
of the time that he would have if the attempt fto
save Hetch Hetchy had not gone against him because
he felt so deeply on the subject.

Gilb: Do you think that the fact that there was a pro-
gressive government in California at that time
affected the situvation any?

Colby: It helped tremendously because the municipal
government, everybody realized, under Taylor,
Mayor Taylor, who followed the very corrunt re-
gime. of Ruef and Schmitz, was such a reversal
that almost everyone who had any morality or ad-
vanced views of citizenship favored that regime.
And that undoubtedly had a very powerful effect
with Congress, becauvse they felt they could trust
such an organization and that everything was done
in good faithe |t was rather interesting because
Mayor Taylor was a great friend of John Muir's
and was one of the earily members of the Sierra
Club, if he wasn't a charter member. | don't
recall whether he was or not. He was a great
friend of Muir's and Keith's and others of the
Sterra Club who opposed the granting of this
right to the city. Muir met him once or twice

in an elevator somewhere in San Francisco and
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he told me he just went right after him, Of
course, Taylor couldn't say very much but Mulr
didn't mince any words in expressing his ideas of
the tremendous loss to the nation by reason of

the flooding of Hetch Hetchy Valley.

28 N7 AP 32
LR &

Another major item which came up before the

Sierra Club was the setting aside of the Kings

and Kern River watersheds in national parks.

Almost everyone who examined the situvation and

had a fair mind agreed that these areas were of
national park calibre, and John Muir as a matter

of fact advocated setting aside the headwaters

of the Kings River in the !80's sometime. That

was one of his pet projects, but he was never able
to accomplish it during his lifetime. Stephen
Mather, who became Director of National Parks,

was converted to it largely by John Muir's ideas
and talks with other members of the Sierra Club.

So that he very strongly advocated it. And after
he became Director of National Parks, and the Nation-
al Park Service was created through a bill which
was strongly advocated by the Sierra Club and which
the Sierra Club helped to pass in Congress, the
matter of setting aside this great area, the head-

waters of the Kings and the Kern, was taken over
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by Mr. Mather, and a bill was introduced. But
due to local opposition from the irrigationists
in the vicinity of Fresno and in the San Joaquin
Valley, we were never agble to get it through
Congress, tried it several times. But the local
Congressman from Fresno would always oppose it.
¥e had it at the point one time when the bill would
have passed, but the Congressman from fresno --
| think his name was Judge Church -- was ill and
was In a hospital, as | recall it, in Los Angeles,
and he sent on word to his fellow Congressmen as
a favor to him, "Please don't pass that bill this
time, because |'m not able to be there.” And they
put it over out of personal friendship. Then,
the bill came vo again, and too much opposition
had developed in the meantime., Los Angeles became
Iinterested because they were going to take the
water from the Kings River to Los Angeles. That
was before they got the Colorado River water, and
they cauvsed us a lot of trouble. Of course, the
Los Angeles interests and the irrigation interests
in the San Joaquin Valley collided headon, so that
helped us, but it didn't help us to get the bill
that we wanted through. |t held off any chance
of invading the area at that time. However, Mr.
Mather wrote out and wired out and phoned out fo

the club that he had the bill in such a condition
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that the entire headwaters of the Kern River

could be added to the Sequoia National Park if the
Sierra Club would agree to it, and the Kings River
would have fto be left out temporarily. We held

a conference. | had gone on to advocate the addi-
tion of the park and apoeared before the Senate
committee, We finally agreed that we had better
take what we could before more opposition arose,
and so the headwaters of the Kern River, including
Mount Whitney and that area, was added to the
Sequoia National Park., We still had the Kings
River Canyon to fight for. We tried that out,

as | said, two or three times, but found the oppo-
sition too great and not enough support. However,
when lckes was aopointed Secretary of the Interior,
he became inferested in it. | never found out why,
and I'm sorry | didn't write to him before his death
to find out why he was so definitely interested.

|l think it was due to the fact that he came form
Chicago where he had been a very close friend of
Steve Mather's, and Steve Mather had interested
him in the Hetch Hetchy fight. He was opnosed to
that very strongly. That was long before he was

a federal official. And he became interested at
that time in having the Kings River set aside

as a national park. Anyway, to our great surprise,
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Colby:
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he had a bill introduced in Congress to have the
headwaters of the Kings River made a park. We
welcomed it, though one or two members in the
Sierra Club felt that they should have been con-
sulted first. He heard of this, and lckes made

a special trip to San Francisco to enlist the
support of the Sierra Club., We had a meeting in
San Francisco -- @ dinner. | remember one evening
| sat next to lckes and talked the whole sitva=-
tion over, and we were in thorough agreement of
course. The irrigationists, however, were still
opposed to it and a great many of the people in
the Fresno reqgion. lckes held a hearing in San
Francisco the following day and called for every=
one interested in the subject to appear and oresent
his views. | represented the Sierra Club and gave
the reasons for the creation of the park.

Do you remember what year that was?

No, | don't, but | can look it up and find out.
The irrigationists were represented there and op=-
posed us, and the Chamber of Commerce of Fresno.
However, lckes was so intent on carrying the thing
through that he went down to Fresno, had a con-
ference with the leading men who were interested
down there, and made a deal with them by which he
agreed to favor the creation of the Pine Flat

Reservoir if they would help with the creation of



e B - - Rien e Ad - Wn' A0t o

sdt svad of 2:s1pa0d ai basxithkosdai J1id & Bad 94

o JAver 5 shem yevi® 2paid st te 2 eiswhbasd

»df n

29

Tudmidm ew! Yo %60 drucdt 10 bemoslaw

~nf2 aasd svrd Bivods vord {sd4d Hisd duild s1sie

te bhygod oF . t21i1 bestlud

¢ Insmasips dpuetoAl o svaw ax has L 19vEe noid

=3
v
)
‘g
~
]

=
~
<
=
B
4
%4
-d
>
-
>

-
]
-~

<

ou
<

ned i saiesd 5 BHizd zsdol Meine ngs 17 Akt

-4

fa
-
-4
pu ¥

~¥1%3v® 10 Dslis> Bas veb paiwellot sdif oazi:

$297¢ hiae "A%Qcs ot ita3jiduz At i afrqa3l3i ane
1 310 819218 sdt betusad 148 aweiv o zid
A 3 o roitear2 adt 0% 2hassa wdi
Feow tadt vsav ledw o 3T WPy O - 5
Lrue il bag ar 11 deol aso V tud |4 P, s ydlol

~qe hns sivdt Bataszeiagey Syww 2iziatilepittri =47

T
"

.onz211 Ya 20v19mmel] Yo 1admadl wdi bar L2u baeey
aidt 3d) nalyviso ne imsdpi @: zew 28d3l ssvawed
-n22 6 bsAd ,omnz911 ot awok tesw 54 1ad! dpueydt
bestzsrztni 913w ordw mym gaibes! adi diie s32a519%
st doide wed medd dtiew [esb 8 shasm bne _3719d4¢ awsh

209 947 %o noiif¥vo sdt ovel ef buaags

e
o
—~——

To noitesrn o9t ditiw alsd bluce yvodi 71 vievisao®




the park. However, unfortunately we had to leave
the Kings River Canyon floor itself and the Tehipite
Valley out of the park, which was a very serious
lack. However we felt that it was better to take
the country above it, above these two areas, into
the park while we could and then fight for the
preservation of these two valleys later on. And
things are developing so that it shows that owur
judgment was good. The m rk was created, and
lckes carried through magnificently because there
was qreat opposition. |t passed the House of
Representatives fairly easily, though there was
great opnosition there. But fortunately the Con=-
gressman representing the Fresno Region, Bud
Gearhart, after the lckes compromise in that region,
favored it, and he was our main strength. But
lckes finally was a little dubious about its get-
ting through the Senate, so he personally got
President Roosevelt to write letters to various
Senators asking them as a favor to vote for the
bills The bill carried, by some small majority.

And that created the new park.

I had a great deal to do with that because | draft-
ed the little pamphlet we got out illustrated by
some very fine photographs of the region, and we

sent out -- the Sierra Club sent ou! more than
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10,000 of these, to members of Congress and

others.

2 N0 A2 92
essede

Colby: | was appointed Secretary of the Sierra Club in
1900; and | started running Sierra Club outings,
largely at the suggestion and backing of John
Muir, in 1901, We felt that we needed a reserve
of people who knew the Sierra and its needs well
enough to help us fight our battles in Congress
and before the state legislature, and that we could
only get them acquainted with the wonders of the
Sierra and the need of preserving these wonders
by taking them into the Sierra and getting them
familiar with the region. So | started these outings
in 190, We had a party of 100 this first time
and went into the Tuolumne Meadows. In 1902 we
went into Kings River Canyon., Because of the fact
that Kings River Canyon was seldom visited on ac-
count of the difficulty of getting in there, we
were overwhelmed with applications and we took
200 people in on that trip. And the same way
with the Kern, on the following trip, we had a
party of over 200. Then in succeeding years we fin-
ally decided that it was difficult and it destroyed
some of the value to have more than 200 people,

by reason of the congestion that would resuvlt,



»
<

bae 2291900l e avsdmtem of (dasdi Yo Q00,01

.219dto

ai Juld s119i¢ 2d1 Yo viratvrand beini soas 2ew |
c2eaitue dull #1190 gpaionuy batasiz | bas OOV
ndel Yo paidoed bae roitispove sdt e vispasl
sviIz:®1 s Debasa sw fedt tlad oW LIOR) ni . Vi uM
Iisw 2basn 210 bne 6313i 941 wami ode sicosc Yo
223paod ai 23lited e tdgil av eled of -dpvons
bivens 3w {sdt bne ,33wislzins! stets 26t v+0tad bas
adt o 2 ysbnew Al dtiw bsiaisundrs medt ten vino

2istnrow 297 paivaseste Yo buysa sd) bBas s119i2

msdd paiiiop bown 581v9i2 sdi ctai medl nidei vd
unitfuve P 1: 8 ':‘9'3 ;1'*?_ | o< sROoigeY sd% Ad ’H:iil.!“!é.‘;
amit 211t 2idt Q01 Yo wiisqg & bad v CAOC ! a
s QORI al awobedd samuioul 241 oiei Yasw bas

¢

o671 3t To deu0d%8 .oovand 1svil apaiX otni 4nsw

-26 no bBetiziv mabloz caw AovesT mvi® 2onid tadi

-

tib wdl

-

sw w3841 ai geitiese Yo yiluvai o tavos
doct sw bos 2nvitesilcas dtiw bom!sdwisve PRSI
vew smsz oAt baA .qirt tedi no «i algosq 00O
8 Ded »w ,0i1f pniwoliol sdt mo _avsd sdi diiw
~aiY sw 23say yaibesoosuz ni nsdl SO0 v3wa Yo VAT e
bovoitzeb ii baa tiuzil%ih 28w 1§ tend debiosh vile

e3laosq OO nedl Svom sves of sulsv =dl 1o smoe

«tluzst biyow 186t neitzspnos s 10 Aozan 1 vd

sva ol

-




Gilb:

Colby:

Gilbzs
Colby:

And | ran those outings for thirty years or more,
and | was Secretary of the club for 46 years.

Did you receive any salary or payment of any sort?
No. At first, when | first became secretary of
the Sierra Club, in 1900, the organization was
very small and not very much had been done in the
way of having headquarters and so on. They paid
me fifteen dollars a month; it was given to me
largely for stamps and expenses of that kinde.

So that | never received any real salary. It was
all a labor of love, and | was more than repaid

by my contacts with John Muir for the fourteen
years that he was alive after | became Secretary
prior to his death. | was President for two years
during the war, and Joe LeConte took over the

secretaryship for that period.

Which war?
The first World War. | resigned as Secretary and
Director after 46 years, and | was made honorary

chairman of the Board of Directors, and then
after Joe LeConte's death, Joe LeConte having been
made honorary President, | was made honorary Pre=-

sident and | still am.

In 1927, | was asked by Governor Young whether |
would become a member of the State Park Commis-

sion. | was a member of the Save-The-Redwoods
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League, and Duncan McDuffie, the great conservation-
ist, and Newton Drury, who is now chief of the
Division of Parks in the state park system and was
a director of the national parks until recently,
together drew up a bill, which was -introduced in.
the legislature creating the State Park Commission,
The Save-~The-Redwoods League had put in so much
money into purchase of redwoods that it felt that

a definite official organization was necessary to
carry on. We drafted this bill to create the

State Park Commission, another bill to provide

for six million dollars for the purchase of state
parks, and still a third bill for a state-wide

park survey. The bills all passed the legislature,
and the bond act, however, had to be put up be-
fore the people for a popuiar vote and it carried
by a tremendous majority, about three or four to
one. That gave us six million dollars which had

to be matched by another six million given from
private or county sources, so that inaugurated

a great erg in the state park system. Before

that, the few state parks that there were had been
controlled by very local boards with no common
organization. We discussed the question of who
should become the State Park Commissioners. |

was asked to consider the proposition but turned

it down on the ground that | couid do more good
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as Secretary of the Sierra Club from the outside
than | couid from the State Park Commission on

the inside. However, on the Kern river outing in
1927, a soecial messenger brought in a message to
me from Governor Young. Governor Yo vag had help=-
ed us tremendously in passing this program for the
benefit of the state parks through the legisla=-
%ufe. He asked me in this message, and it was

of course inspired by Duncan McDuffie who was a
great friend of mine, and who had helped in all

of this work, asking me to become a member of the
State Park Commission. | sent out word that |
would consider it, and that | might., And | even-
tually did agree to accept. Duncan McDuffie was

a logical candidate, but would not consider it
because he was in the real estate business and
would not subject the commission to possible

criticism,

Governor Young appointed Ray Lyman Wilbur, at

that time President of Stanford University; Senator
Chandler who had retired from the Senate and who

was & very important politician from Fresno and a
very upright man of the highest character; Henry
O'Melveny, a very prominent attorney of Llos Angeles;
and Major Burham, who had been the head of the

British Scouts in the Boer War, He had also been
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Gilb:
Colby:

a scout for the United States in the Apache days
and was a very remarkable man in many respects.

He was a very short fellow, not much over five

feet tall. He said that he owed his life to the
fact that he was so short that all the bullets that

had been aimed his way had gone over his head.

We organized in Sacramento, and | was selected as
chairman of the Board because of my central posi-
tion in San Francisco so that | was available
under all circumstances. We secured a very re-
markable woman as Secretary, a Mrs. Gregory. |
thought at first it was a political deal when the
director of Natural Resources came to me and said
that this woman was very competent and he'd like to
have her appointeds But | found it was far from
that, and it had only resvited from the fact that
he had come in contact with her =-- she'd been
connected with the Municipal Water District here
around the Bay Region and had done such wonderful
work there that he felt she would make a very fine
Secretary, which she dids She was really half of
the operation of state parks after she took hold.
She was such an organizer.

Was your job a full-time job®%

No. Oh, no. | was paid no salary at all, and

| spent about half of my time on it, neglecting

6l
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Gilbs

Colby:

my law work.

Did all the other Commissioners spend that much

time?

No. Being chairman -- and | made another condition,

which turned out to be very unfortunate as far
as | was concerned, that the office should be in
the Mills Building next to mine., |t resulted in
the fact that nothing was decided without coming
and referring it to me, and if anybody called at
the office of any consequence or had any matter
of importance they always called me in to help
out on the discussion. | found that that did
take a great deal more of my time than it wovuld
have otherwise, and at the same time it saved
time in the fact that | could contact the repre=-

sentatives immediately when any occasion arose.

We were very fortunate in securing the services
of Frederick Law Olmsted, the leading landscape
architect in America, who knew more about parks
than anybody else, and he did it largely as a
labor of love though we did pay him some for
his services, but never anything commensurate

with the value of the service that he performed.

He started out with a questionnaire that he drew
up and letters of inquiry which were printed and

sent all over the state to Boards of Supervisors,
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to everyone that we could think of who would

be interested in state parks. And these ques-
tionnaires came in, of course, recommending

state parks and giving us information as to val-
ves and so on. That part we found was of very lit=-
tle weight. When it came to getting actval valves,
we had to employ appraisers. The other informa-
tion we got was sometimes of value but not to be
relied on, Under Mr. Olmsted's supervision and
vnder our direction, we evolved one of the best
statewide park surveys that was ever made in the
United States. We got information from every
source. Mr., Olmsted compiled it for us and pre-
pared a pamphlet describing the different areas and
giving a general survey of the state mrk sitva=-
tion in California, which was recognized as one

of the most important publications of the kind
which was ever jissved in the United States. This
was illustrated and had a very wide circuvlation,
and demand for it from all other states that were

interested in state parks was great.

Then the guestion arose of acquiring these state
parks. They were legion in number, and we had
to go through the various suggestions made and
boil the thing down. With the help of Mr. Olm-

sted, we did get it down to a point where we knew
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the ouftstanding areas that could be acquired.
Then, of course, we were met with the proposition
of getting matching money, so that it was a most
interesting venture and one of the things that

| have done in which | felt that | accomplished
more than probably in any other of my activities.
Because we really accomplished something. it re=
sulted in the acquisition of twelve milliion doli=-
lars worth of park lands, the six million bond
issue being matched., That was the only reason
that | ever would have taken a political oosition,
because | saw this opportunity of acquiring these
wonderful lands for the benefit of the state.

How long did you remain on the Commission?

| remained on the Commission for nine years, and
|l resigned in 1936, largely because of a change
in administration which was very distasteful to
me because under this new administration Mrs.
Gregory, who had done such wonderful work for us,
was relieved of her job., |t was given to a poli=-
ticiany the chief of the Division of Parks, Colo-
nel Wing, who had been the head of the civil en=
gineering department at Stanford University and
had done a wonderful job with his great knowledge
of civil engineering, he was displaced and one

of the poorest sort of politicians out in his

place.
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It was still a Republican administration, wasn't
ite

Yes, but it was an absolute change. We started
under C.C. Young, under a reform movement. And
under him everything went perfectly.

How about under Rolph?

Under Rolph, we would have had difficulty because
of the politics. When Rolph got in, he was one
of the most astute politiclans we ever had, and he
of course had all sorts of political obligations
and friends. We were very fortunate in the fact
that Rolph's manager -~ he had been his secretary
as mayor and he was his manager for the guberna-
torial campaign -~ was Ed Rainey, and Ed Rainey
had been on Sierra Club outings, a great friend
of mine. And he went to Rolph after the election
and said, "Now therés one person that you must
not displace. That'!s Will Colby." And he didn't
say that as to other members of the Commission,
and some of the other members were displaced for
political reasons. One of them was Arthur Con-
nick, who was really a wonderful fellow, in con=-
nection with the Redwood Highway and the acquisi="-
tion of redwoods. He is now the President of the
Save-The-Redwoods lLeague. But because he would
not make Governor Rolph a loan to build wooden

ships in the first World War (1 guess that must
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have been it, the first World War), which turned
out to be that his judgment was perfect because
the war ended and wooden ships were just a drug
on the market, so because of that Rolph disolaced
him almost immediately, He left other members

so that we got along very well., And becauvse of
Ed Rainey, Governor Rolph did not interfere in
any way with the administration of the parks with
one or two exceptions. They were very minor and

didn't amount to very much, He left us alone.

And then Governor Merriam came in upon Rolph's
death. He was Lievtenant-Governor and became
Governor, and during the remainder of what would
have been the Rolph administration he kept hands
off. But he ran for election as Governor and

was elected, and tle very day that he was elected
and his new administration came into office he
undid a tremendous amount of work that we had
done. | saw right away that there was going to be
trouble and that it would be very distasteful to
me to stay on. | stayed on, however, in spite

of this == of the fact that our secretary and our

chief of the Division of Parks had been arbitrarily

removed without any consultation with us. But |
stayed on because we were making commitments still

with the six million dollar bond issue. | made
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up my mind | was going to stay until all those
commitments, until | saw them all through, and
the money which was available had all been pled=

ged. And | did that, told Governor Merriam that

|l was going to resign when we accomplished a
little more. And one day he called me up and want=
ed to know if | still wanted to resign. So | tolid
him, "Surely." It wasn't long after that before
he appointed somebody in my place.

Did the policy of the Park Commission remain the
same after that? under Olson?

No.

Did it change under Olson?

Oh, under Olson. That was the worst of all.
Worse than Merriam?

Oh, my yes. Terrible.

How did it differ®

Well, under Merriam it was bad enough because the
man he put in as chief of the Division of Parks
was corrupt -~ there's no question about that.

He tried to put over deals on the Park Commission
which we headed of f. We saw they were coming, you
know, and simply wouldn't stand for it. That was
one reason Merriam didn't want us. But later

on under Olson, they put in as administrative

officer to select park lands and deal with them a
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man who had been trying to sell to us oporoperty
under the previous administrations. | learned
this afterwards, that he actvally sold to the
state directly, to the Park Commission as park
property, lands that he acquired himself knowing
that that would be done. And, in other ways, it
was just terrible what went on,

Did it improve any under Warren?

Well, vyes. Under Warren, of course, it came

back again to a solid foundation. The difficulty
with Warren is == |'l]l probably have to suppress
this til some time later -~ that Warren carried the
idea of political favoritism and giving these
positions on the State Park Commission as a mat-
ter of political friendship or favoritism. He
did, however, not at my<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>