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cating this publication to
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-The rainbow comes omnee JOTre
Te arch the clsaring blus,
Bending above this new
City; -and there vefore
Fe lies the verdant mocry
* Of-laxe=bed bathed with dew,
And barracks stand in ¥iew
Cn right sidée of this toi.

With outlstretchsd hande I ery
-~ For joy that blooms ir-seven
Rich colors in & DOW.
1t holds me rapt, ard oh,
My heart lsaps to the Heaven,

‘Ken Yasuda

Mr. John D. Cook, Tule Lake Project reports officer.

7_02214/02-26{

he first anniversary of Tule Lake Project marks another

‘milestone in the lives of 15,000 Japanese evacuees. It

“also marks the beginning of a new life for thousands of
loyal Japanese—hmerlcars. Sorme will assume a corpletely new
role in the olive drab uniforms of imerican soldiers. Others
will emerge out of their physical confinements of sentry
towers and fences, out of the self-imposed darkness of doubt
and fear inbte @ new world toc face new respon31b1¢1t1es with
new determiration. By new responsibilities is meant the ac-
ceptance of obligations and trials borne of" all citlzeus in
any democratic community. :

The book attempts to symbolize the: earnestness of the War
Relocation Authority, which is in no way resp0n51b1e for the
evacuation, in permanently resettling ind1v1dual Iapanese
evacuses into normal American community as: raridl” 88, pos~
sible. National Director Dillon S. iyer and; staff have un-
dertaken a gigarntic socisl problem for: wh;ch the:e is.no
precedent in American history. % 5

Legwunts of the progress and advepture of the fLrst year
cannot pcssibly be recorded exhaustively in this 1ittle bock.
To do s©O would require volumes of research work. ‘hat is
attempted--more or less--is a general picture of the lives
of the Japanese evacuees, the description of their temporary
home, the glimpse of their social and economic backgrounds
and how they think and feel.

with fhe realization that this gatnorlng is not so much a
complete summary as a living record of the evacuees, it is
hoped that the collection will move all American rsaders
eclogser to the problems of Japanese-Americans.

In preparation of this book, the editor has had the ad-
vantage of the guidance of Dr. Ysmato Ichikashi, former pro-
fegsor of Japanese government aund history at Stanford Uni-
versity and author of "Japansse in the United States," and

-The Editor




HE BUT

Now comes the sun with distance-piercing d“ys
Revealing far the earth of folded past, {
Reminding kin to kin of common birth, i

0f fires endurcd, of dusty rains consumed. .
Beneath these hills lie countless memories:

Gf mountains born in flames, their watery gfaves,
Engulfing death, and ever-crzaping life;

The terrored days of our white sister?s birth,
who now serene and quiet with her veil,

s born a black and wanton unellion cone

Sppw1ng her thickened blood of liauid stone

0f silent watching broeds of eliffs and butics;’
Of ‘blackened skies ana yellow lightning's blows,
Reeoiling sarth, the deadly hail of rocks; ¢

Of sccing for the he rds of dving deer @
Sunk in a sea of flesh-consuning Twacs.’ ‘
Now to our quict land soO rieh with pair, i
Tiow to our laps great noraczs of black-haircd mel
foch doy at davm arrive with aving orms )
Tacir carthly storss bound up in uags an& eratcs,
Flecing soms god to find a refuge hu‘v-

Beyond the curvo of carth, vhat range has b

On erumpled smoking plains, what thousands purishcd?

_gnfzoa/ucz‘mn

- The . book presents a seriecs of articles written
by young authors; they touch upon verious aspects
of +the evacuee 1life as expericnced by the nisel
during the ast yecr. The articles are d@ég;fﬁ:
tive, historical, sociologicel, refleétivu, im—
pressionistic and even flippaunt, and thus, bzcause
of their naturc, they may appear somewhat disjoint-
ed.  MNeverthelcss, they, as a whole, vividly por-
tray cnd reveal the nisci minds as affected by
what hos happened to them since the outbreak of
war. The writers speck simply and sincercly that
which they hove felt and thought, and of the new
environments in which ~they have besn foreesd to
live. To them it h=s been a dramz, indeed, an in-
tense one that has involved some 110,000 human
soculs; t“; dramc  has embodied mony comedies and
trogedisse. Pow these comedies and tragedies
strike the wuninitiated con only be surmised, but
to those wio hove actually participeted in them,
they are apt to stick for a long time. Ultimate-
ly, however, it is hoped that the more intczlligent
and courzgeous, at least, will emcrgs philosophi=-
colly victorious.

At the same time, ony humon droma, ond, in par-
ticular, a2 trcgic one, whether flecting and limit-
e in scope or not, should not escape the ssricus
attention of the thinking public since it too is
involwved cwen if indirrctlv. After all, unless
the public is willing to rsctify mistakos (COﬂﬂlt—
ted Dby waom does nut mattor), andé then to help in
restoring to a normal 1life, these unfortunate
cuszcs and more cesuecinlly those of the young
eration, this so huwsan a problem will likely
vet another far more tragic one that might drive
them into a philosophy of dcspair. his must be
avoided.

This writer is an old man 2nd a long rosident

"in  the Unitcd States, wnose mature ycars were de-




yoted to teaching of American youths with the
dream thet their cultural life be rendered richer.
Life is a serious business, and it should not be
shattersd by transitory misfortunes. It must go
on. . Thirking men and women should read the arti-
cles® in order tc learn from tkhem and to penetrate
into the minds of their authors. Then they will
understand the nature of their problems. 1Vith a
necessary knowledge, they can help intelligently
in solving thém. If necessary, these few words
may be interpreted as an appeal from 3 man whe is
not entirely ignorznt of american, and Japazn3s e
as well as their ideals, to those copable of view-
ing youth problems syspathetically and striving
for the general betterment of life.




or the anniversary issueon the founding of the Tule Lak Pro~-
ject, the Editor has asked me ¢ write an articls on tde sO-
{ eizl background of the Pacific Ccast Japanese from the "sch-
ool boy" Japanese to the present dz7. T accepted the job gladly,
thinking, that it would be an interesting researci. 1 read up on
the history of Japanese and ‘their problems on ths Pacific Cozst,
and even went through the yoluminous reports and transcriptions
of the Tolan committee hearings. And now the job seems appalling.
I have dscided that I am not a scholar after 211, but would much
rather be @ poet. From sheer laziness I prefer to insinuate the
forest from speculating on a single leaf, which is the Qethodol-
oéy of the poet, rather than to present the forgst by guther%ng
statisties on the number and variety of leaves per sgquare mile
whick is the methodology of the scholar. ; %

This particular ieaf refers 1O myself, a nisel, who lived on
the Pacific Coast, mOW living in 2 relocation center.. The forest
is all of us Japipese Who WerIe living on the chiflg Coast. I
shall try to tell apout myself, how 3 live@, how'I thcught. tit
is impossible that this particular person 18 typical of.all 3

nisei who livzd up and down the

hem, in "the ~fishing villages,
the farms, in savmill camps. It
account of a single person, one
est which wé are o pert.

dvnamite aac ¢

coast from San Diego to Belling-
in the city apartment houses, on
is hoped, howevér, thet from the
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;ng pretty sure that he would not rum afoul of the "land lew",
In s;hoolé, or when 1t was ueCesswry 1O £ill out occupational
blaenks, we would swallow our prlde and wrlte "farm laborers" ‘when

' ’

asked about our pare snt's occupation. redually, however, the

specter of the ";and law" dlssolvea from tne consciousness of the
Jauanese comrmunity. It was not that the law was chenged, but
ra%her that tue children becane citizens of age, cAtlfe“g with
rights to be like anvone else, first here, then there, then at an
sccelersted rate tF“oubhouf the v llc; antil rost of the fami-
1ies were to farm the land again. lany nisei became good fermers,
meny begea 1o take active part in the cco;erafiyes, ma?g begeh
$0 go into the shipping busikess, sonf_for private 541pper§,
others working for the cooperatives. - Twenty years after the
epactment of %tho alien lapd law, no one paid any attentica to 1%,
ieast of all the white Americans, for seeing tie orderiy ”UWS.O;
ecrops +that filled  the valley, the vesetables and beryies that
were so plentiful, the tho asands Prau she towns and ei¥les who
found emmloyment as hervesters in th6'6uhucr, they kgow eieye the
rosserity of the valley lay.
L&LE; ;ed ;“‘w older ulong}.w..m the dying of the "Land Ie®, ou
ueness as "Japanes a racial entity, grew less and less.
Ja;ane:e f””l_i”° we wore intenssly Mieightor ucas?iﬂuﬁ -
apanese saying "The, neigibor #ext doqr-—auzs tﬁ?ﬂ the
bro +ver far away"--msaning that the men next aoir is fuca mgrﬂ
important thau uy kic who moy be Zox owoy. t wight scexta
strange philosophy to a people o whom fomily is 80 LLPOLUCAqi
wot wken corsidersd thoughtfulliy, it is but 2 menifestation
the intense sociel cornsciousnese of the Jupancee. ,
lihatever the principles nay te, we were always close po our
Arericen neight mea first of the ve *ﬂ*‘ bles wou*ajjo tf.?gr
neigivors, Tthey furn would. b{%ﬁg‘th':ﬁ Jenls? i‘om bheir
hurting ‘trips ar tyout from their flsbln% orlag. ﬁ; o
ths sume Sante Claus Wou ¥ visit both houses. The childr

hristuas,
en would
Egg hunting ther. Lother would exchange recipes.

ig ézzzzirasd;é 4*fcrr- was less dnd less consczius ;is
of race, progressing tcgutuur_wl-ﬁid anen friends, d' through
clubs end Boy Scout troops, and ﬂl—i, through the ;b;lodbflp‘OL
learning ak ‘o“fa and suffering Julius Caesar.tagetéer, we o;cgme
pérsonalitles, ather than Japsncse OT “h;kugln : sge:ausi o‘ 1pi
telligent and hich-minded teachers, no one telt Yout™ ol any
class room discussions
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Tue sociai life of our parents, however, wes to have a differ-
ent direction. In spite of the neighborly friendliness with ev-
eryone, still +the difference in the backgrounds and the barrier
of +the English language haltingly used kept them from being
Whoily satisfied. They wanted their friends, especially those
from +thé seme "ken", or province from which they came, so that
they could tall of their boyhood, of the rivers and villages that
they hed known together in their youth.

When two oléd men get together, their provincial dialects would
come forth, so that an understanding listener could tell imme-
diately from which province theseien had come. Thus were born
the "Kenjin Kai's" (Provincial Clubs)  so maligned in the American
press; ¢s some mystcrious-povcr to control thc membors in a poli-
tical--way--which 1in reality were semi-formal groups of people
from the same loczlitv, whose bonds were cofmon childhoocd. It
could well be imegined tha **v Ycrkcr meeting arother ew Yorker
on the other side of the Atlantic would have a great deal to talk
~bout in common.

"NIHONJI N KAL"
hec vniquec institution of the first gencration Jzpa
cver, wWes the Jepanesc Associction. It was founded v
Jepancse werc found in nunbsrs. Eistorically it wes first
founded in San Franeisco in 1900 whén during an outbrock of Bu-
bonic Plsgue, ¢ll Oricntals, both men <nd women, were subjected
to .o wiolent form of injection in public, and the Japencse &s &
group protested to' the municipal health officers cgcinst the
ticce.. This 'is. not Ho' soy that the Jopounese Associtions
from this occasion, but thé incident s&rves to illustrate
general cheructeristics and the raiscn d'etre of the organi-
ion. Fundemeatally it is not a cacl i o,hiilzation, Rother
acts as .a&a' clearing house for the probtlems that arise to any
racial minority, especiclly with a. langucge hendicap.

A listof the cetivities of the Japhonese Association of - Auburan,
Washington duriag the last scveral years would be illuminzting es
to its charceter. When in 1940, the new income tox lows went in-
to effect, bringing into the fold of income tex peyers many Jop-
anese fermers who had never had an iancome large enough to be fa-
miliar with income tax forms, to whom the terms Capitel i.vest-

ment, depreeciation, aog~eye‘p+104, were Gifficult, it was the
Jqpaﬂese Association which took the initiative 1in Dringing to-




i
gether many farmers and with the ald of the nisei from the Jepan—

ese,amerlcan.01 izens Leazue explalned to ‘tiem the working of the
‘gomplicated tax forms. When the nisei soldiers began to be draf-
- ted .into the army, it was “the uayanese Association which spon-
_sored banguets and gifts for the dopartin $old1ers as is apnro-
.prlate to the occasion. S :
Another activity is the sponsorlng of tnp New Vearts Day meet-
ings, bo which all the residents of the’ gistrict came o exchange
gre@**ng abollohlng sensibly the old cuutgm of* "ens %1"; of go-
ing from one house to another until bv the time the e fourth: house
is recached, oneis necessarll" intoxicated from the obl 1gato*vrmm
; The Iapanese A:8001atlongv of tne Pacific Northwest were in-
strumentsl .in holding a series ‘of ‘anpuzl conferences for the ni-
sel 'fa:“ers, 'securlng for the lectures and céigcussioias ‘special-
State Department of Lorieulture and from the State
iAQton. The delsgates were asied to brihg back to
ve districts notes and sugzestions to be reported
ssoeiation meeting. Desrest -to the heart of the
yOJLgster =¥ tbe annual Jaopanese ficniec, looied forward to eas
an institution of meny decades' stanclnb.' pn& can’ seée from the

ists-

foregoing activities that the Jepa egse Associ icns-bas its clos-
est counterpart in the Chaber of Commerce of the American :civie
life. Gradusily of late its powers and pecessity for i its exis-
tence fha?e been wanl-d; to be rﬂwlacaﬁ by the "04rae¢ peorle’s

- ETOUPS.

In passl ing, it rust be said trat ‘it was tbe existence of the
Associatbion with its ”rOL“ “entity, with its penderous threat of
group dlsapﬂrova_ Tﬁlvb Was ”relj responsi ble for-the low crime
record of the young Ja*a nese i_“z:rn"*s in thelr youngey days.

THE NBE!' WORLD

r] ike the Japanése Lssociztions, the Japanese Lensguage school
l was & distinetly issei-sponsored institution. There are &
LL:]V&I19~' of reasons for +“e*r estabiishment in America. Hirst
there is the pride that nos it Tirst generation Japanese feel in
their Oyientsl culture. 7o maﬂy Ddrdntu, the thought that their
chiléren snouid bo unavle 10 read or write in the language of
their - parents was unthinikabl le. - Coupled too with the mea~erness
of Ame r‘czn 1jteraturs on Oriental matters, with the richness of
the . heritage .ol culture that could be cpeaed with this key of
1anguage it is 1littie surprising:that parents insisted upon the

12
hildren learning to read and write the Chinese characters.
Becondly, there was the vocational considerstion. As the ni-

sel grew up, more and more it was reslized that position in Amer-
ican firms were closed +to them, and that the ohly firms which
would employ the second generation Japanese were the Jepanese
firms or American firms doing business with the Japanese, and that
they were emp oveﬂ on tke basis of their knowledge of the Japan-
ese language. there was a *"6“6160bs interest in
the study of the guage wh it W re hat the suc-
ess in life scemed to depond on whether or not the seconﬂ gener-
ation could read ané write in the languasge of thaeir:iparents. It
18 he The : i he difficulties were tremendous, and the re-
sults achievc ‘ short of expectetions. '
There i er world in which we lived, the nisel world.
s stbagy W orlid fail of groups and institutions. The first
group for the young people was the Japansse Young Feople's Socie-
ty, an =all-inclusive group for the young people in their teens.
It had Tbeen spoasored by the Japanese .igssociation to educate us
gsocially, not in the sense of mingling togetier, but rather as a
medium through which we would begin to feel our responsibility as
young men and women. Trat wes the ideal conceived by’ the elders.
The meroers'! ideals were quite differeat. ¢ had as cur leader a
liberal 1Lt9111\ent young man who was nisei, and we had the pri-
vilege of 1lis ing to him tallk about the structure of Japanese
language, eabout B history of Oriental culture; we learned to
work together with the girls in prepering for parties and bans
quets..
On rare occasians we went
to theaters together. Ve did
not gquite reach the stage of
dancinz until 'several years
later. FEowrever, games sucn as
drop-the-hendkerchief, winkum,
hot: potato, were thrilliing e-
nough. Several times the Jap-
anss Association received
protests from outraged peonle
who had heard terrible stories
of behavior, claiming = this
erecation of the Association to
be a moral disgrace to the Au-
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burn community. s B .

Many demands were méde that the group be divided. into giris!
end boys' groups, and thet they meet separatelyasis broper. How
ever, our leader stuckit cut, and Japenese Young Feople's Society
survived its first trial by rumor.

ol GROUPS  FLOURISH

s the nisei grew more numerous, more and mors
:\be ormed

. « FYirst the Christian young people
i \known as the Auburn Christizn Fellowship, its

aily composed of the children of the few Ckr*st‘"ﬂ
$he district. - Then the Buddhist young people were organized into
the YiBA and the YWBA. There was & girls' club orsznized known
ag ths Lionmeses Club, why so named, I never found oub.

Tnere were, in sddition, many athletic teems, basebgll in the
spring, basketbell in he winter, syoasered By tis Youny Peosple's
Scciety. LAt ; i *he*e zare fL % Mﬂs ‘.1 e}cxwe.:cc in 'mr
cormmmnity. 'T’l'm
t“c hLLh Mcue

L.

were man
decades. In aadit: £l TETE Go groupe, and K
The most impor group nowever, was the JalL, or the Japea~
ess  fmerican Jltmzen 3 Leggue, & group fop the nlaei cf s vt
ing age, % ; civie mutiers of iakeswest
somethirg of the cherecher of th‘ daparuce Associ
ican 1in ideel lie Japanegse nmhtku-l Citizen
ticngl in cpe i biennial eonventions held
Anerican style ¥ Tairs with mryors piesent,
ing tours, sayonars Vz=‘v ;n the bes
Such then were the three worlds
of the America of evsryde&y, vith no
casian JAmerican ]
neratvicn
mi Zluwd i
three
of the H
dependent Lo: e influeince of the issel wi i 1s zlmost non-
existen i Fekele i probler: is the proper balencing of the
world of th« nisei fricnds, end tho worid of Am ericen ia gener-

al in their proper perspoctive,
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It must be admitted, of course that the division of the socisl
world into nisei, issei, and American classification is purcly
academic. - Who 'is to say whether going to play with a nisei team
in a competition with a local commercial team is a nisei or an
American activity? ZEach activity  may not fall into the correct
category, but they do show the general claractér of dur overlap—
Ping worlds. It may be illuminating to show the ¢ activity of ‘a
person’ for a given Week to see how a nisei may divide his time
among the different worlds in which he lives. :

'NTEJRAT‘QN \F' LIFE

lived on a fgrm at the edge of a small town of a populatlon,-

"of '4,000. " Deytime ectivities, of ‘course, were wholly de-
voted to the farm work. In the free time in the evening,. let
us see how this person, who was nyself, spent his time. Let us
begin " with Mondey:- "Mordey was the night on which the local ca-
mera club met, "of which I was & member. ~ Thi's mey be called a
purely Anerﬂcan wt*vrty "at least as far as the group and at-
mosphere” went. This group met at various members homes, and the
wise cracks, the refreshments, the topies of conversation were
whol ly fmerican. Tueqda" nigh%s weré Judo nights. OCne might
say ‘that these were whclly aisei-issei nights, one's companions
were wholly nisei, but the act1v1tv taught was. the ancient cour-
tesies and skills of Kodolkwen. :
Wcaqesdaj night " was "choir practice. This might be called a -
whollye American 'night. The choir’ was that of the Miethodist
Church, and ‘I was accepted into this group es a useful’if not a
thoroughly” rellable bass. 1ﬂUdeh] night w&s Judo night again.
Friday mey be a 4-H club meeting, This might bée czlled en ano-
maléus nisei—A.ewlcgn Norld.‘ The group was w;olly coniposed of
the J“)"nﬂve bovs. The 4-H club of Auburn, the ideology, end mo-
terlu;u furnished from the county zgent's office were nothing if
rot “Americen: the 4-H créeds, the meteriels on how to construct
a.cold freme, how' mix fertlllze¢g, how to keep ¢ ferm record.
Sgtaraﬁy might Dp free, and one might go to the public librery
to browse cround cnd telk with others who hove come for the same’
purpose, Or one might go to a basketbzall geme towztch the leca 1
teem play cgninst énother. In this case it would be o purely nisei
night. On Sunduy evening one elways spent &' wholly nisei night,
mecting with othsy nisei in the group which met in the Salvation
Army Hall, =« group of about 20, Other nisei might go bowling,




¢ G :
for which' there were good facilities in our town, the nisei formed

teams which - competed against the commercial and fraternal teaums
of the town. s #

Sometim@s a traveling Jepanese film showman would come. Those
nights would be wholly- Japanese. Girls might go to learn Japan-
ese flower arrangement from a teacher who made a trip out to the
country once a week. This, too, would be a wholly Japanese even-
ing. :
One can see the variety and the richness of 2 life possible to
a nisei, .and one can realize that living in a world of a racial
minority could be an actuel esset, and not a liability. As this
minute account of a ‘week is given, onc can see that there is
nothing thet cannot be understood sbout the life of a nisei
if one but tekes the trouble to imcgine how such a life would be.

Now in closing to teuch briefly upoa the social zspects of the
life in these relecation camps.  Life wituin these camps is not-
in any sense a black hole of frustration as many might think, nor
on the other hand, a light-heairted round of depraved idle plea-
sures as some congressmen seem to think. There is food enough to
sustain life dscently; if--.one is ambitious one can leara many
skills, learn the English language if oxnc be deficient ia i%;
there is work enough for everyone, ané to many college trained
individuals, this is® oftea | the Cfirs? opportunity to exercise
their knowledge actively in the community's behalf.

The evils 1ie in something more subtle then physical priva-
tions. It 1lies more: in that somethiag essential is missing from
our lives. No matter how insulated a person was psychologically,
yet he walked the st¥eets or the roads of the eountry side and
saw other humsn -beings. Here thc cutting off of sclf is completc.
The barbed wire with its watch tower is areal and actual demarca-
tion 1line between two real worlds. It cuts into the efforis to-
werd real integration..of 1life for which the nisei has been so
. hungry, the suecessful balancing:of our lives of all the elements
of the three worlds of which he is a part.

' The primary problem is that of keeping alive in the residents
the sense that they are a part of the nctional effort. The most
devastating effect upon a humcn soul is not hatred out being con-
sidered not.humen.  The oﬁlyuirue”solution to the problem of the
nisei 1lies in solving the problem, not humanely, but in a human
manner, of restoring the sense of oneness with the world at .laige.

: --2huji Kimmra




WAR CAME

| eartnquake 1or a tidal wave. We feel & helplecsness against:

Wars, somethifg: akinto the helplessness that we feel toward those

.. :natural disésteré;:‘War;fhowever, is man-made. Its bezinning may

zbg»ysudden,i but it is a long time in obuilding. The siow growth
.-and : the ever .closer iiminence of this wer was sxperienced more
directly =znH déeply 4n the months before its coming by the Jzpa-

‘‘lmese on ths Pééifgc%Coast“thah by cny:other group in the United

g

oa
imp
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tes, yet ‘pPéradoxically -enougn, we hoped and believed in its

es
£sibility more then -any other group,

war was taken. Some might say .that it was the beginning of" -the

Manchurier incident; others, the 1924 Zxclusion Lew,.br the Ver- .

saille Treaty, or the Russo-Jdpanece Jar, or the Sino-Jzpanese
War--one might pick any train of events “and trace its course to
teday. It is fruitles , however, o t%ace.tﬁe,cause of an event
to & previous event * such a2 process. is- endless. I- think that
it would be more to tk int to-talk about the people themselves,
-the ‘eclesh of i : i s, how tXe people feel about
things. Wen ‘Tl 4 of trocing of events, but of our
feelings d our hope o this porticulsr rerson lived through

dea

t seems now that the war came with a dramstic -suddenness late =
o a Sunday‘mgrniﬁg, as dramatic and sudden as if it were an;

o}
; i surHose that = 2 X Z = g > 5 4/
= SYPIURS VAab 10 ome -can say when the first step toward this
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the coming of the war =nd 'in its opening, leaving the brosd view
of events and historical significance tothe historians, telling
the story from the rather limited viewpoint of a rural nisei in
the State of Vashington who wes one of the thousands of nisei who
Teared, hoped against ar, who felt the 'shock of the war, and who

one of the 100,000 who took part in the "Evacuation™ that

For most niseis, I believe that the opening of hostilities be-
“back in 1931 with the Mukden incident. It was then that

many a nisel goiing to school began to feel ‘assailed over the mil-
_ of an Oriental nation across the Pacific Ocean, as-
feel somohow resporsible for the whole affair,

were as puzzled eand at loss to explain these

WM b fu

G

>y
let z2lone to hostile Americans whno hed their

-our doing,--

here. ‘It was

5, ly American,

A A& Tew withérew into is 44 expressed
cpinions whatsoever. i there were a’few,ipruiseworthy, but
' he true perspec-
:ipt to undersiand the de~
ew whé beéame violently
to sayi, join-

£ the Jopinese

sueh an ctditude;

others, taking th ] e morosely race-coiscious,

though the opinions of id not Tind channels of ex-

pressiocn in the nisei fmericans, and nisei are Am-

ericans, international ; are but a small part of the con-

scious world, ¥ : re the events closer to home,

the Lindbergh case, the worl s, the Depression, the schools,
the ythall tean Yie got along.

: in sarnust of Horthern China;

"Panay", the events deepening

but it seems th aehow to-

the deca that we nisei were becoming harden ed

towerd +the ever increa tensions, axd that we no longer felt
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the shock‘ of events in the Crient as a personal injury against through, as. it had done in the past. : =
our peaceable lives in Arierica as we had felt earlier at the time _ There  was éomething in the dir es the diplomatic nebotiafibns
of ?he Hanchu;iag %nciﬁent. »T&e belligerence of our Japanese went on in Weshington in the November of 1941: During the Thanks-
§ogsxnsrnw?ra beginning Povbe oorue‘ﬁith aceriain resignation to ! . giving holideys the Japanesa Young People's Christian Conference
;2791_ {wfba\éﬂd‘ ot MR b for tpl§és began to change for us. - wrs held in Seattle. At the officers' meeting a suggestion was
Sowetlmes lage resorvs to wilch we liad used to go swimming would made that we send a telegrem to Washington of our hopes.and pray-
refuse us admittance, saying, "wWe don't mind you, bus otner peo- . ers of the conference that their conversations might ‘lead to a
ple don't like vo have you around". A populer skating rink would peaceful conclusion. The gesture now seems so ineffectual and
have a certain night only for tuie Japausse. Iiie began tc notice naive, but the incident reminds us how futilely we hoped against
that our younger brothers and sisters were more cliquisi among hope thet the wer might be averted, and how deeply concerned were
themselves at school then we hed been. In the economic life, our the yodng people those sunny sutumn deys.”
lives went on at a steadily expaaging rate. e e RIS ' : 5 y
In the fall of 1939 the Burcnean fer began. The Diraft Law ' A SACK OF = R¥CE : i Gt
éame into effect in 1940, and hews and tuere nisei boys began to 1 o the first week of December rumors begen to go around thet
be drafted into the army. We still felt quite cure: a few months {| now since =all shipping commerce wos stopped, between Japan
of *raining, aad they would ccms %esii. Then in the sprimg of : i end the Unitcd Stetes, the Japancse consulate office in Seat~
ail cur parents who were a.iegns were asicd to ragister st tle wes going to be eclosed. My mother reczlled that when sister
post office %o Pe numbered and fiagerprinted, asd sseedl to . wes bora, her birth Lcd becn reported.to the village in Japan
tell about investuents and reeding setters. With She ecameyp- . from which fether end mother-had come, and in which the grand-
tion and fingerprinting, the iree and sasy sm . parents still lived. Of 1late, there hed been a strong demand
Mrown Dessed away forever. Then one day i we found thet ©  emoRnm the American citizens, both J:panese and Caucasians, “that
11 - Xhe checks writben by Japansse bouaced <. The eovmoralal such dual citizenship should not be continued for it placed the
treaty between Japan and tne United States ! child in a position of being a citizen of two countries. Tegring
and the nisei had to bring their birth certilicetes $& tkhe bank ttat the coasulate might close its doors in the near future, mo-
to prove that they were citizens ead % heve their adcatnie un-~ ther decided to cancel the registration in-Japan of my sister's
frozen. The Japanese ships suddenlv ceasea coming to tae racifie birth immedistely. On Friday of the Tirst weexs in Decerber, we
Joast ports. Communicatioms beeeme tenuous. Tusn throughout the ;ent on our Tarm truck to Seattle, found our way to the big of-
sommer, the Awerican Btate Uepartment began to urge Americans to fice building downtown end took tlie elevator to the office. e
leeve the Crieat, ®Pais is tre last chance--", "Remdin at your opened the door with the chrysanthemun seal of Japan,rand’éqtered
own risk"--. lany nisei whko had gone o s ol the gloomy office. It was 2 gloomy place that day, gloomy not
gan to return agzin, each bringing back stories of d ratioaing only from the gray clouds over Elliot Baey, but froam the gloom of
in Japan, of:  fusl ratioring, of "sufu" clothing that melted in silence, the gloom of men with nothing to do but sit and smoke.
the first washing, - of the 50 yen shoes, of the taxis of Tokyao " hat is your business?”, the cnief elerk aslsd. Ip_wa; a
castinz to a stop to save gasoline, of the charcoal-burning typical consulate reception, for someunow tie clerias gn@ offlye
trucks. Hearing these storiss, we did not dream the possibili- staff of the consulate seemed to think themselves superior to the
ty of war. There was atalk at that time of basing the United States rest of the immigrant residents in america, and they commun}c??ed
Navv in Singapore, and ong as e United States kept a block- this s&ttitude even in their forlorn dejection. The consul nilm-
that & war coulf not stert, <elf was a sensible and courteous men, but the sad staff seemed
not. «ill the war start to- to be an office fixture, even with the coming of the charming and
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th
ade of i neterials we fel
Will the war art ian 0f course
morrow? No, not 1ik The future was a series ol tomorrows. eble Consul Sato. After finishing our business, we went out of .
We pinned our n faith thad scmebow things will rmuddle 3




building  quiekly, breathing a sigh of relief at having disposed
of something hanging over our heads, and escaping from a gloomy
place.

Though we did not know it then, it was the "last chance"™. Two
days later was Sunday, December 7. Sister and I came home from
the church, and I made a bee-line for the radio. Church would
always make us late for the first numbers of the New York Phil-—
harmonic, but I always looked forward to Deems Taylor. The fami-
liar Sunday afternoon music filled the kitchen, when strangely
gl ofti'| suddnn a voice cut into the music to say, "All members
of Squadron 3 ort to Sand Point immediately--all members of
the Sqguadron 3 porf to Sand Point immediately---" repeating
several more tlneo. Sand Point was the navel air gtation. My
heart skipped a beat, but the returning fliood of music drowned
out my thoughts, - although a vegue apprehension remained. Few
minutes later again the music fadedy and z voiee cut in to say:
"Bulletin: ‘ord has been received that the unidentified black
ships that have bombed the United States Naval Base at Pearl Har-
bor ere believed to be of Japanese origin. . Columbia will issue
further bulletins as news of furthsr developments are roceived."
. As the voiec stopped, the music of ths symphony came on again. I
looked out of the 11ndow-at the sunlit pesture. 1 could hesr my

o

mother - at the 1% getting ready the Sundsy dinner. Father was
oblivious to everybthing but The ncwspaper. I sat and listened to
the Twsie for 'a llttle while., Theu. 1 said slowly, "oopan has
coie to boub Howeii. ILooks like the war hes sterted." 1y mother
turned white. Fataer put cown his p&per. i & Q“ess o pun has be-
come despercte and struck.”

‘Vihen tuC syppheay was finishe
when Wwar comes, We GO nov A“o”'vzat will
we nave Tood, e cen get along for some time. LD nA that you
had better go Tbuy anotlisr sauck o?‘rice, ri:tt now." "It seemed
his serious facc made he ‘say ™ALl

¢ a7 fathe seid to me, “Shuji,
handen: "—\114- og 1onC' es

preposterous to me, but soniehow
rizcht.® I took the truck out of the beran and went to Frenk laye-
Ge's gas station znd grocery down the road. He wcs recding the
Sundcy peper end his rudio was turned off. I told him about the
vombing of reacrl Herbor. iie did not talic much. I asked for the
sack of rice, and Gidn't buy anything else, so full was my mind
4% +upmoil., How right was my father's 1nstlnct from his peas-
ant boyhood for +%he primery considzsration for food in a crisis
was Dbrought out 6 hours later when the” "Trading with the Znemy

%
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Lct" was proclaimed, prhhibiting all transsctions with enemy
aliens. He was right. There was & fundaweatal security in a

sack of rice. t .

ON BORROWED TIM{

(} et me sey that the situation in my family was peculier in
.{ that I, the nisei member was technically classified asen
j‘—jenemy alien in that I had been borau in Japan, although L had
been raised in this couatry. Immedietely efter the war started,
the birth certificate as 2 prosf of ‘American citizenship had to
be - cerried choubt by the niseci gs a pwu- to the most common acti-
vitys getting o ride on a2 bus, "Here's my birth certificale; I'm
a citizen", buying gasoline: "Here's my birth certificate: I'm a
citizen;" cashing a checi: "Here's my birth certificate; :I'm a
citizen." I, of course, did not possess this magic paper, so that
the best +that I could do was walk instead of drive, and not buy

our nisei ristian Fellowship's Sunday night
as usual in the Selvakion Army Hell., TWe all sat
felt so funny--the people on tae

rnoon." said a girl,
ool tomorrow" s=id a2 high school

"I wonder what

Mie were so
so scared." -

So ths conversction went. I Telt rather piqued thet these
nisei who werc citizsns should in any way feel zshened of thome

glves now thet the war had started. I pointed out to the boys

and girls gathered about the circle that they had nothbing to be
gshemed about in" their being Jopenese. The future, of course,
was ‘unpredic t?blt, but no one cver imew the future any wey. We
knew, however, that somehow Cys were opencd no metbter what we
lost, and that we could alweys live on; that war changes notiing,
t“gu right 'still remeins right, only more so; thct wrong still
remains wrong, only more: ! nat our true friends remein friends
no metter whet o pp u~; 8 ¢ only wey in which we could keep
on trceaeting othcro rected is thot we cet sincerely. I
believed those things then. I still believe them now. S%ill I
know how those youngsters felt, how full of trepidations they
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were as they feced.a new world at il
y rld at school on Monday, and somehow,

2
t
<

I was glad that I
them in such brave fashion.

PSR T Tx> 3o ~ 3
Irmediately on the nignt of the 7th, a
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worids B »  Monday morning we he
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feit as vulnerable as the next
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were leaders.
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We Lelped witi the work on the farms

1 was not in their sghoes, though

had spoken to

new word came into our

ard that during the night,
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former president of the Japarese
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a source of rength in times of
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would be the war.

o el
fTeri which

To plow, to piant seed,
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to weed--we felt as if they were an inexorable process of 1ife .-
which we could not chenge. As we worked in. our fields, a man .
came in and talked to us. "] hear that the government is going -
to take 2ll1 you Japs away from here and send you to. the sugar
beet country. Yes, sir, that's what I heard at the Rail." iy

"Oh Yeah?", I said, and would pay no aitention to him. Beer
parlor talk. i “ ; o iR R

Then one day an item appeared in our local paper. about - the
Farm Security Administration arronging to rent a large office
space in our town. Our valley was a rich valley, and there was
little need for large scale efforts of the FSA for the farmers
here. I thought it strange,‘and I asked the maneging editor of
the local paper, who was my friend, why the government agency was
setting up such a large office here. His answer was evasive, and
He quickly chonged the subject; A suspicion crcssed my mind,
that it might mean something. I said nothing about it to my pa-
rerts, but the thing kept worrying me in the back of the head.

Ths next event in the consciousness of the hectic days of the
spring of 1942 was the series of the Tolan Committee hearings at
Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle. This was another straw
in the  wind, ond the wind was ‘decidely stronger. We had heard
that the Tolan Committee was going to conduct hearings on the
questions of whether or not to evacuate the.Japanese aliens from
the Pacific Coast, and we hoped that we could have 2 chance to
express our wish to stay and to add to the agricultural produc-
tion of this area. However, when the nisei who bad gone to the
hearings ecame back, they hnad a different story entirely. "ie
went with the jdsa thot we might fight to prevent the evacuation
of .the old folks," they said, "but the question seems to be not
whether or not the aliens should be moved. It's the gquestion of
whetber or not all Japanese, aliens and citizens zlike should be.
movedl" I had a fumny feeling in the pit of the stomack.

PROCLAMATION NQ. 5
; hen the newspapers begzn to publicize thesec hearings, how-
ever, we doubted again. The facts presented smacked so much
: of the old anti-Japaness propaganda: . the low living stand-
wrds, the spies, the saboteurs, the strategic-lying farms nocar
airceroft plants, near naval bases, and all the 0ld hoecum which we
knew were false or meoningless, that ve thought it another publi-
city stunt. Why should anyone want to move us out of here? %e




25
were producing far more than anyone else--we knew the land--we
knew the ‘crops-—-it would be foolish for the country--and who
could teke over? Where would they build houses to put us? What
of our equipment and crops? They wouldn't confiscate it, would
they? 411 +these questions added up to the "impossibler, "Why
didn't those city papers lay off the cheap sensationalism?" I
thought contemptuously. Looking back now I realize how superfi-
cial had been my attitude toward the Americans in general, and
conversely Low essentially superficizl the attitude of the Am-
ericans is toward the Jzpanese also.

Essentially my - viewpoint was that of the rural or smell town
nisei all of whose American friends spoke to him by first name,
whose - houses were open to.him, whose parents kpnew him, and among
whom there was no fear. Do those Americans whom he knew so in-
timately want him evacuated away from this valley into the hin-
terlénds of the Idaho beet fields? WMo, not one. Thersfors the
pecple whe were clamoring for his removel were fcolisk znd ignor-
ant people to whom one need not bay mny cttention. wWhat I knew,
but did not really understond in my heart, vams the faet thet fer
each American who knew the nisei well, tlhers were 10,906 B9 Knew
him only as z member of an Orisntal Tace who lived in dilapid&ted
hcuses, raised vegetcbles at a fearsome rate, or whe scld fruit
end vegetables, or who lived in the mors squalid secticus of the
town and cities aond engnged in unknown setivitics and custons.

- .1hen there was the military mind tc whom war was the suprame
activity of mackind, waile to most of us, war is catastrophy to
bs avoided and fought--the military mirnd to whom a vegetable
ranch next to an aircraft factory was a supreme opportunity for
sabotage--while to most of us an eireraft factory next to our
farms is a noisy annoyance and an encroachment on our acreage.
Then there were the thousands more of .imericans who had.never
even seen any Japanese, and whosé only source of information or
opinion were the radio or the newspeaper, both éager to be the
"fustest with the mostest"*, If it is true that it is knowledge
that brings strength, and that it is the unknown that brings fear,
it is not surprising tnat there was hysteria in those iasecure
days. :

The period of doubtful rumor ended sharply however, when in
March, President Roosevelt by a proclamation gave to General De-
Witt the power to remove all persons, non-citizens and citizens
alike as he saw fit from his area of iestern Defense Command.

Few days late
to. be evacuated. all the heavy centers of populations were in-
cluded. We were inecluded in there 211 right. Now what? ‘Work
had been started. DBut it was really offieial this time. :

.hven with +tke official proclimmation, however, we still clung
to the thread of hope thut nc definite period had been set. Per-
haps we could stay till July and harvest the crop that we had al-
ready started at 1least. In April the county agent csked me %0
make a survey of the Jopenese farms in our vicinity. The purpose
of the survey, he told me, was twofold: First to know the ex-
tent of Jopcnese investment and acreage, and second, to aid the
new tenants in farming the land .in the crops planted.. The survey
tock in the crops, the acreage planted or intended to be planted,
the fertilizers wused, the equipment on kand, and suggestions to
be used by the people taking over. "I was told to assure the far—
mers thot the government would see to it that they received a
fair return for any labor expended on the crops, though just how
he -ecould not say. So I went from farm to farm.

-I:felt a pzin in my heart as the farmers carefully listed the
pea poles on hand, the sacks of fertilizer, the hay for the horse,
the cultivotor that they must sell or leave behind. There was a
gulf, I knew, betwesen the two viewpcints: the evaocueets primarily
wan$ing to know what will beoome of my crops, what will become of
my ‘pea  poles and my borse?, while the viewpoint of the Americans
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were. primarily: “Given these equipment and crops, how can we
continue +the process of growing these crops with éhﬂse e0pl
gone?" The Japanese had led a highly specialized lzfe ? ghe
valley, so that almost all the shipping wvegctables were rog -
by the Japanese, and the dairymen and ths gerr"orowe”s VPO s
white farmers had no interss in engaging iioér;van‘aféﬁf ..
peas, cauliflower that they had no experience in gro%irg Inuzz’
hysterical fears aroused in the eities and if the o*::‘fﬁl ‘Fe
cles, there was the fear that the Japanese fa;;-ﬁ:vw :ffc*u sl
: : } ap 356 TS Would cease to
care fo? their crops or that they would plow under the erops.’ It
was 'SOJG“Eat “disgusting to those vho hag sc éCﬁra@aouSl“‘plowed
and planted in spite of freezing end lack of credit. . 8
: At the time of the survey early in A@fii, cpproximately 80% of
the peoylsihad-as yet no arrangement to have their equipsent and
crops _burnsa.'ovsr to a receiving farmer. iow the Form Security
Admiuis%ratiOR swung intc action, and ve wore asked o register
Oyr. acreage and our crops and our equipment volues with the of-
fices. Tc the office would comc white formers and Pilipino far-
ers. “to lpok over the farms. The 'FSA would act. as on intermedi-—
ary 1in arranging fair prices.- If the credit investigotion of
the . prospéctive buyer was. satisfuctory, an applicotion for a FSA
loan: would be sent to San Freuneisco for approval, and the
buyer would be able to pay for the farm and its. equipmsnt. Of
course not - all the Tarmers madse such arrangements. Manwy owned
their own farms. They 1leased to others. OthcrsAmade,brivate
decls with neighbors to ‘take over. The majority of the cases
were tenant- farmers, howsver, so thet many cutright sales were
mede  through the FSi. There were trugic cases of pecple who were
buying their lund through the Federzl Land Boank of Spokane who
were  forced  to lose their land through forfeiture because they
could not maoke arrangements tc finish the payments.

Soon after the cpening of ths PS4 offices throughout the val-
i?y, the orders came that the people in the northern part of the
King County werc to evocuate to Pircdale in Califorric within two
weeks. Still meany had not made arrcngements. How the majority
of the people¢ who evacuated first in the County disposed of their
affeirs 1s still a mystery to me, but there were a few abandoned
places. I know of a féw greenhouses abandonsd, and in which thers
areTweods growing. i s

Now ‘the ==1linz of psrsonal houschold-gocds begon in earnest.
"Refrigew 16r for'sgla%—~"Dining Roomn Fgrgitgrebf%rns;?eﬁifgizgs

S IOs e e o ,
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appeared;in'%he,windows,v’ads appeared in the newspapers. Mother
sold some €f the furniture through the farmer's Auction Pavillion.
"Have you sold your furniture yet?" was a common greeting. Cars
began to appear in the streets with "Evacuating-—car for sale"
"Good tires" - paintgd on their wind shields. Naturally in a lim-
jted market with so much for sale at once, many things were sold
cheaply.. Furniture|. for $5.00, refrigerator for $4C.00 were Tu-
mored. "Dontt sell'!at a loss," the government pleaded.

THE EXODU | . h Rk h
he metropolit: Japanese were. being evacuated earlier thon
ci:rjthe rural Jopandése. The people in Seattle were bejing moved
to Puyallup as;all this was going on. They would pass about ..
ten in the morning in front of our house, rumbling lines of huge,
chartered buses loabed black with people, and_wavingzaqthey(pass-
ed our house. Sometimes I would be working, but I would not want
to look up. I wanted to hide from them-—perhaps because while
they were being sgnt away, I was yet free, or perhaps: because I
wonted to flee fgpom the thought of being sent away like them.
lionths . later I was}to understand the instant feeling of comrad-
ship that one evacuee feels for another. Going from Pipedale to
the Tule . Lake . Redocation Center, our t;ain_passed\py the Tur—~
lock Reception Center. The ehildren poured from their barracks
to wave at us, and ®ll of us on the train waved back frantically.
s soon as the Puyallup Center was occupied, the people from
the surrounding volley went to see them. There came back Tumors *
of hoggord foces<-of lack of food~--exaggerated, no doubt--but_
hearing these stories we would send food to Puyallup——and prepar-
ing for our own evdcuation we bought concen?rates such ?s powder-
ed milk, raisinsy chesse, vip:min pi}ls, pouillon cu?;s, choco-
lates--all in anticipation of starvation--and all of w%éch WoTre,
v ere iconcerned absolutely unnecessary. That kind
e faioiﬁinﬁe :ﬁali‘we take%", What kind of luggege is the best?
;ieyc say y%u cantt take knives Or flashlightst- now:m:cghzazogzg
get .into the duffle bags? All these questions kept ¥
! a jumpings ' . :
folgiebuzﬁtzgiogn ?wng gaw an armv truck go-bw tho houg? agios;zg
at a power line pole. e Tan out o sce. The?e‘it ?aski CZun~
maticn 40,211 porsons of Japanese ancestry residing 1n Ring _—
4ty north from the Picrce County linc-—-and soO on——agd ?n 1_g.
d 7 Weste % - Command, the Prssidio,
Goperal Jobn L. DoWits, Westorn Dofens ’ z
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San Francisco, California. Tﬁe inevitable had come. Our farm
had still not been disposed of, and here was the notice to evacu-
ate in 14 days. We 1 4. dlfflculty because the farm was on an
estate with several other farms, and the lawyer forthe estate
would not release the lessor from the lease. Finally we made ar-
rangements to sub-lease to the new tenant, being still responsi-

ble for. ~the payment of the rent. There was still a tremehaous -

amount of packing our goods for storage.. There were the- diffi-
cult de¢isions of what to leave and what to take. A week before
the date set for the’departure, all the families went to the’ high
school gym to register. The. ladies registered us, gave 'us a fa-

-mily number, 16848, the nunber to be written on all our baggage'-

they gave us tags to put ‘on our bagg&ge and tags to put on our-
selves with eur family number on it so that we would not gt
lost. The doctor looked at our temperature and looked into our
threat, asked us if We had had our threc typhoid shots. Next we
went to the FSA desk and told them sbout the arrangewent that we
had made for the farm. "Have you any debts?". they asked. Next
to the : Federal ReServe desk. We agked if we could store some of
our thlngs.w1th the government ane he said, “Haven't you friends
with whom you could store your thlngs? We witl not take respon-
sibility for the ' things we take. However, - if you do not have
friends with whom'to store things, you may bring them to the
Western Producers!® Exchange, and-we will toke it eway." It was
not very encouraging, and it hurt our pride to. -ask them to do

something for us which they dld not seem eager to do. we declded

to store all our things with our friends.

What to store, and what - to throw away? An old collectlon of
high school papers would come out of the attic. I could not bear
to-burn it. Sisters did not want to throw away the rocks that

she had brought home from the beach; in the barn; old preserve

jars;*éld"harnesé,v old kerosene lamps: It was a tremendous job
to even throw them sway. The- junk man bought our papers and me-
tals. But still we had to burn big piles of things. I gave my
pictures to the camera club friends, the piano I put into .the
church parlor, the washing machine and ‘dishes went into the base~-
ment' of one friend, the books into the basement of another frieni.
Here and there, our boxes were scatiered all over the town. The
furniture we put into a barn of another evacuee. The beds and a
few cooking wutensils we kept until the last day, and then put
them in the barn with the furniture and nai led the door. Now it

e
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was noon, and we did the last Minute mhores. Father fed -the. hores
an extra gallon of barley. Then we loaded our truck with our
and a neighbort's luggage, and started for the train,

TO A NEM WORLD

he 18 car trazin was drawn up on the siding along the packlnr
Eijj house from which we used +to ship our peas and lettuce, and

the place was full of people. There was a tremendous lineqp
of trucks loaded with baggage. Along in the middle of the after-
noon, it began to rain. We wondered how everyone could get all
the baggage, duffle bags, and blankets into the two baggage cars
but it wes easily done. Many friends had come tc see us off. MWe
sat in the red plush seat of the coach. "Howt's, chance Qf getting
a free trip with you?" "Tell us what they feed you.“ "Don't
forget to write."

We didn't feel so bad about leaving with all the excitement of
leaving. But soon when six p.m. came and the train begean to move,
and we saw old Nr. Ballard waving his hat at us, his coat collar
turned up against the rain, mother began to ery. I couldn't see
through my tears either. I saw the Main Street. Crosslqg——there
were more people wav1ng. The train began to go fastar and the
berry rows, the rhubarb the lettuce fields, the pea fields began
to slip puSt our wondow like a panorama. My throat hurt, but I
couldn't take my eyes from the famlllar fields and pasturps slip-
ping so guickly away.

An hour latsr, toward sunset the sun came out abaln. Vo saw
it shining over thu Puvet Sound. The country was.no longer the
familiar scenes of our valley,-and we &id not feel sc bally. It
felt good to relax and close my eyes. I felt at peace.as the
train rolled staaflly southward. So ended the world I had known

i s £ the evacuee begzn for me.
since boyhood and a new world of v .
. --Shuji Kimura
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I am a’citizen——
Let no slander
Slur my status.

In the other war,

I stood with countless others
Side by sice '
To f£ight the foe.

My arm wae just as strong

My blood fell :

As: . bright as theirs

In the defense of a new world
More precious far

Than any tie of land or race.

If in this holocsust

It be decreed '

My loyalty be tested

By subuiission, i,

¥What ‘its the difference My reason mey be tested-—

If the end be same? ot my heart.

G, winat is loyalty
If it be- something
That can bend

" With every wind? -

. Steadfast I stand,
Staunchly I.plant
. The Stars and Stripes
Before my barracks door,
Crying defiance
To all wavering hearts.
--T am a citizen—
I can take
The bad with good.

-—3ada Murayama




THE;
TULE LAKE
PROJECT

FROM  ASSEMBLY CENTER TO KRELOCATION  CENTE
fhe initial uprooting of the Japanese ‘on the Pacific Coast

!| from their homes, their busiress=s, their frieads was accon-
| § plished. swiftly and mercifudily. It Wﬁsvdot until the people
bad ﬂoared info temporary assembly centers s, hurriedly set up by
the Army- “that thew felt the ﬁep*iV’t- n a4a anguish of adjust~
ment to new L1v1ng conditions, mhq asDembly centers were tempor-
ary affairs, consisting of" woode1 barracks crowded into a race
track or fair ground to %ioid, on- the average, 50C0 people. A
barbed-wire Tfence encircled - the“ ‘Garm, and soldiers paced back
end forth @day &nd night. The barracks lacked privacy and were
overcrowded. The public latrine was filthy. To eat, the evacu-
ees had to stend in line three times a day. When the time came
after & few .onths to move into the uore “permement! relocation
centers, many evacuees relt reluctant. The y were reguired, how-
ever, to rpack up their belongings fcr the second time and moved
on further ianland, legv*ng behind fumi;lar scencus, They moved
into en unique world, ‘&n 1“wrovem3nt to be sure, 'on the aSSumbly
centers, but not too u1¢16rent frow them. The relocation cente
was nbw,tho home of the evacueces, 34 i
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GENERAL LOCATION, PHYSICAL LAXOOUT o
few miles south of the Oregon border, and miles away from the

A coast in a lonelj valley in CQalifornia, a town of 15, 000

\sprang where none had been before. The valley was 1ormerly a

ake bottom owned by the Federal Bureau of Reclamation, and
dreined during the last two decedes, It was graduslly settled by
homesteaders,, anu,boasteq a dreemy little town with a few stores,
cglled Tulﬁ nge.. The. only lerge tovm in the vicinity, Klamath
FleS, or regon, was 55 mlles away north of Tule ILoke. The site for
the new town of Nowell was selected on a flat piece of ground
comprising <6, 000 acres. Tule weeds covered the sandy ground,
but therc were no trees to be seen anywhere. In-the summer it
was hot and dusty, although the tTemperature usually did not ex-
cced 100 degrces. Winter arrived early, and the mercury usually
fell a little below zero. The region was dry, and it averaged
ten inches of rainfoll ennually. To the south lay Abalone Moun-
tein and to the west, the more picturcsque Ccstle Rocke On the..
other side of Castle Rock was the mountain where Captain Jack and
his band of Modoec Indians had made their last stand for freedom.
On clear days, the white crest of Mount Shaste could be seen ris-
ing in the blue sky.

That was an year ago. The town proper is now a neat collec-
tion of wooden structures, =and 2 person could traverse from one
end of the town to the other on foot in 15 or 20 minutes., By the
mein highwey stands the militery guerdhouse, and next to it the
post-office, Then on tﬁc right is the administration building
and the living quorters of the administrative personnel, consist-
ing centirely of OCnuccsian workers. Oa the left are the barracks
of the militery police, separated from the town by fences. Be-
yond the administrative querters are the base hospital ond the -
warehousc scction. Next to the hospital is the wide fire breck,

a which the high school is now being built. Then there is the
"Co*o“y" which house the 14,000 to 15,000 evccuces.

In 211 therc are, seven werds, ccch seperated by a wide fire
breuk. Each werd is COFPOde of nine blocks: 'The bloek“is the’
og31c unit of the Coloay. b8 ' '

vIn cach bloclk there arc & loundry room, ironing room, men and
women's shower rooms, a recreation hall, and a mess hall. All of
these have to be shared by about” 250 peonle. There are also 14
barracks, all 20 by 100 feet in size, divided into from 4 to 6
apartments. t
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Several hundred feet away from the outer barracks are barbed-
wire fenges. Beyond this the 'evacuees can go only during the
daytime, Even then they cannot go beyond the Project Area, which
comprises 26,000 acres, -including Castle Rock,  and the éroject
Farm. This  erea outside of the Colony provides room for hikes
and search for sage brush trunks cnd relics; these are developeé

into artistic crestions. Beyond thot, evacueecs cannot g0, and it

would do them no good to go,;for the militar& poelice would soon
bring them back., It is 1in this setting that the evacuees must’
nurse their grievances, work and find enjoyment in living.

ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION
he administration of the Tule ce - Projectr is at present in
[1:fjthe hands of Harvey M. Coverley, project director. This im=
_| portant positién. waes held by Elmer Shirrell from the begin-
ning of the Project in May to DeSember, 1942: While the Project
Director is responsible to the regional offiece in San Francisco
and the head office in Washington, D.C., he is otherwise in com—
plete charge of the Project. :

There are a large number of evacuees helping in the various
depqrtments, working as clerks, secretaries, laboratory techni-
cians, doctors, and truck drivers. 5 A

~ One imgortant aspect of the organization is the high degree of
centralization of.authority. Plans are formulsted in Washington
. and administered locally. This arrangement gives some evacuces
cguse for irritation because they ere unable to express their
individuality as they desired end they do not have much voice in
the government of the Project. The distribution of food, for in-
stance, is entirely in +the hands of the administration, which
decides what the colonists ghould eat three times & day in the
mess hall, 'Privete enterprise is’prohibited, and the wage scale,
prectically uniform for everyone, is. fixed., The administrative
arrangement was one which makes it easy for the evacuees to turn
their dissatisfactions against the administration, which controls
their destiny. This is especially true of the older evacu-
eesy the issei, who have very few opportunities for coming in con-
tact with the administrative personnel. On the other hand, many
evacuees come to look to the WRA for help and even subsistence,
making themselves potential wards of the government. This change
is an acute one, when it is considered that most Japanese prior
to evacuation would have been ashamed of accepting any sort of
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chérity or aid from the government ugsncy.

Becauszs of the gulf that lay betwsen the administrative per-
sonnel snd the colonists, even in the living arrangement, misun-
derstandings between them flourish. This was especially true
dquring the first six months when everything was soO unset#::ledT A
mimeographed newssheet was about the only means of communlcat}on,
and it was not sufficient to allay the suspicions the colonists
t.ad toward the administration or %o squelch the numberless’ rumors
which were circulated daily. The administrative personnel Were
all not acquainted with the vaye of the Japanese peopl% and frict-
ion arose in almost every . department over @inor issuss. Tbe
teachers probably came tO know the evacuses bes? througn their
daily contact with their pupils. For the others it ?equlrad pa-
tien&e and sccisl-psychological insight #0 undsrstand the feel-
ings and the ways of the evacuses.

POPULATION .
[ lhe residents in the Tule Lake Project are evacuces from sev-
; orsl widely separsted areas = on the Pacific Coast. The first
\ group to arrive was a vcluntary group of %47 fromﬂNorth Port-
lénd and Puyallup Assenmbly Centers; they arrived on May 2% The
rest of the <f£irst 1370 that arrived Dbetwesn May 27 and June 4
were from scattered regions in the states of Washlngton and Oré—
son. On June 6, 482 arrived fro. West Sacramento and Cla?ksburg.
%hese cirst arrivals filled up Vard T, and §tar§ed ccmmun;ty act-
ivities within the Culouy. Between June lo énd 24 Rgcpl§ from
in end around Sacramentc began to artive daily from Walerga As-
senbly Center in groups of about 500. ] . ‘ i
To the people from the Northwest, the ways O©CL Fhe 1ncim¢ng
Californiane in many ways strange and "?arparloustf-“Lk{iy
brought witi them their ‘slang, their ‘;oct-sslt o?ys, tud;; élo;
terbugging, their jark skin. TFor a wuwhile ?ere was a.Te“aé‘ll‘
sectional groups as they eyed each other warlly, . but eJeutEjreé
they settled down together peacsfully. Thg Walergazs4gum s
almost 5000 strong, and brought the popglﬁtlon g? Eoﬁ 5 lb) i
tween June 25 and 29, 2413 more Californlans arrlwe. Lrom:bivound
boga Assembly Center, corsisting of Qeoplg from intvin:o?zall-
Marvsville. Betuween July 4 and 13 Callforn}ans f?omv tb=u*'néoln
ed ;White 7one" area in and around Chico, MarySV}lle ?nu g; o
arfived in groups totaling 1904. The tctglm P?i?%gtiizns Th;
golony had risen to 10,942, most of them being CaliiornlallSe.
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lagt la?geigroup to come in was from the Pinedale Assembly Cen-
tep, which housedpeople from Washington and Oregon. Bebuwee n.

July 16 and 24, 4,036 Northwesterners arrived. Smaller groups

arrived from varicus other centers and the peak popudation w
reached on September 10, when the Lra“ total wac 15,27 "
number since then had diminished because some hv: 1 ‘b.' ?ne
WOrx anq resettlement. Thus on January 31, o@mtriycggle left”ior
wlation was 15,004; on Merch 3, "the pogulatlon R ai ot 5
April 3G, the population was 14,1415 1 4’535’ g

dVlle_+rere are about 15, 000 Japanesge in Tule Lake, not all of
then are a;.lens as soime S‘ai,_)pOSe. Fully" two-thirds of +the resi-~
dents are Amerlcan citizens, born agnd ralsed in the Tnited Statee
¥ost of the aliemc are above 35 years of age and half of them are
56 years old or over; many of them are too old to 4o much active
work. Most of the citizens are below 3G, tke largest number be-
ing between the ages of 17 and 21. In geaeral the citizens are
yéung y8%, one half being 8 ysars cid or younper. 4 large mumber
are ouly beginning to lsarn $o Filil responsible commusity jobs.
It should be remembered that there is a large number of eaildren
within the Colony, tco. Roughly speaking, of the 15,000 svacu-
ees, 5000 are below the age of 18, 5000 are betwesn 18 and 35
(practically all of these are citizens), and 500are above 35
and rractically all aliens. Out of avery 15 of these, T.ave fo-
meles. Consequently, even if all of the males betwsen $he ages
of 18 and 35 were to- leave the Projeet for work, they would not
excead 2600 or 2700. e ?

The third generation, or sansei, is increasing with nisei
marrisges. About 2000, or two-fifth of the nisei, above 18 are
married. - In the Project there are more than 15C0 sansei, half of

hem born of issei father and nisei mother, and the otner half of
nisci father and mother. The sansei can be e pected to have very
little trace of Japmnese culturs, since generally they will be
little influenced by issei. : ; :

Besides ‘the issei, nisci and sansei, the category o~
most frequently mentioned is the so-ealled kibei nisei,

"nisei who bLave returned to Anerica®. They are made up 0° nisei
Who have been sent back to Jopan when they were small, and re-
ceived their bzsic education over there. Vhen they return to 4 -
merica after spending five or six ycars or more of their most im-
pressionistic years in another country, they find that they can-
not speak Fnglish, act and think differently from other nisei,
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and consequently they are more like issei than nisei. Many kibei
nisei, however, go through high school and even college in this
country, and acquire American ways suificiently to be accepted by
nisei - as one of them. Other nisei who received their basic edu-
cation in American schools here return to Japan for a short visit
or for several  years of education, often to learn the Japanese
lenguege which is so difficult to master, ’

Nisei in Japan are called "America liodori® which, interesting-
ly enough, means "returned from America", and is out of his ele-
ments in Japan. In all, less than one-fourth of the citizens
hiave ever seen Japan, and the nunber who have received their ba-
sic education over there is excsedingly small.

The population of Tule Lske is a conglomeration, not only of
issei, nisei, sansei, and kibei, of men, womein, and children, but
also peopls from the city, from the country, and from all walks
of 1life., Too often the Japanese is pictured merely as a domestic
servent. Actually only 15 per ceant of the evacuees have been en-
gaged in the scrvice occupation. Ten per cent of the evacuees
have been engeged in professional and manageriesl jobs, 13 per
cent in clerical and sales jobs, 40 per cent in agriculture, 16
per.cent in semi-skilled work and & per cent in unskilled work.

The »nroportion  of nisgei who have gradusted from high school
and college in the country is strikingly larger than the propor-
tion of the general population in the U.S. Consecqueatly, a large
number of nisei are qu;l;flcd to £ill skilled, technicel and pro-
fessional jobs.

FOOD SHELTER AND CLOTHING _
ne of the initial adjustments that tiie evacuses had to iske
L upon their awrvaL in Tule Lake concerned the wethod of ais-
JtrLbutroq of food. There is a mess hall in each block, cap-

a“in acco.modete 1its residents, averaging about 250 people.
Its crgw, inecluding cooks and others, whose job is to take care
of the food wants of the people, are usually selected from among
the block residents. Zveryone has to eat in the mess hall at the
eat what is served them. The guantity and
quality of food is determined in the regional office, and even

appointed time, and

the daily menu is prepared there. At first 35 cents was allotted
per day per person for food but leater it was raised to 45 cents,
The food served is quite different frowm that which the people
were accustomed to eat, and until they were able to adjust them~
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wide. ihile the others are from 20 to 25 feet wide, and house
from four to six persons. The only furniture in the bare room
are army cots and in some cases steel cots., Closets, tables, and
chairs had to be fashioned out of scrap lumber by the evacuees
themselves. Consequently, during June there were mad rushes for
serap lumber dunped at one end of the citye. Construction, how-
eyer, ceased in June and scrap lumber became unavailable for the
late coOmersSe gcolonists gained some valuable experience and skill
in furniture making.

The problem, however, was one of privaéy. In most apartments
the bést that could bo.dene Was to make screens {o partition the
rooin since there wasn't enough lumber for partitions. Young
children made too much noise in the one-room apartment; visitors
were always dropping in. It was probably the most difficult for
the high schocl pupils trying to concentrate on their homework.
For the young lovers and the pewly-weds, lack of privacy was a
hardshipe. Fortunately most newly-wed couples were able to move
into smaller apartments by themselves. & ! g

Although the mercury dropped below zero during the winter time,
it did not cause much hardship on the colonists, since the walls
were lined with sheetrock and there. was plenty of coal to feed
the huge army stove provided in each apartment.

Clothing did not present a great problem to the people. At
first many parents of large families were worried because their
children were wearing out clothes too fast, and they did not have
the means of replacing them. This was solved, however, when the
WRA began to issus clothing allowances monthly to each working
person, the lar_est amount of $3.75 going to adults. Very few
people dress up during the week, except ministers, teachers, and
a few office workers. lany girls wore slacks, and the boys ran
about in jeans and cords and work shoes. Only to church, parties,
weddings and funerals did people wear their Sunday clothes. Bv=
eryday clothing needs could be satisfied in the c00peratiye store
vithin the Project, but many people made use of the mail order

_bouse toO purchase eclothes they desired.

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

o look after the welfare of its residents each block has an

evacuee who is gelected as the block manager oy the admin%s—
tration. He is responsible for distributing the mail, making

announcemsnts, answering questions, receiving complaints, holding
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meeFlpgq an@ elections. While he is the liaison officer of the
administration, he is, at the same time, the hardy man for the
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These four became responsibia to the ward as the unit composed of
s6 many blocks as already described.

These political groups never wielded a great deal of power,

- and never aroused much interest on the part of political cliques.

Interest in the JACL was very weak, and in February JACL leaders
had Jjust begun to discuss plans for a Tule Leke Charter. Their
plans were upset, however, when the registration issue arose.
The Civil Liberties League, a nisei organization to fight for the
rights of the Citizens, made its appearancc recently. The kibei
hed no organization of their own, and organized themselves spon-
tancously =&t the time of the registration. The other nisei, ex-
cept for a few councilmen, showed very little interest in politi-
cal activities.

In time of extreme emergency the people themselves usually
took up the issue, selecting their own negotiating committee to
gettls the matter. This happened at the time of the farm strike
in Avgust when the farmers carried on their protest zgaiast the
existing food shortage. In October the mess halls carried ovn
their own negotiations for fairer treztment, and brought the is-
sue to a peaceful settliement. During the registration in Febru-
ary, both the Council and the rianuning Board resigned,leaving
the matter of negotiations and choice of registering up to the
neople~ themselves. This lack of lezders and chennels through
which to carry on negotiations left the people susceptible to
lecdership by resbble-rousers, whose judgments were not elways in
the " best interest of the people. DBeccuse of these factors, con-
ditions of mob-rule wes sometimes seen in times of emergency. At
no tiime, however, weas it nscessary to call in the military police
beeruse all issucs were scttled peacefully. After all, the out-
bursts were 1like family quarrels, irritating, but without dis-
rupting the generel flow of cctivities within the rroject. ‘

ECONCMIC ORCANIZATION

——jconomic conditions within the Fiojecet preseats a novel situ-
Ez‘ation for the evocuees. In the first place, the wage scale

jwas first set et 812, 316 ;nd $19 for unskilled, skilled znd

professioncl workers, respectively. This was later chenged so
that most people received $16, while a Tew ~rofessional workers,
such as doctors and teachers and evacuees in key positions, $19 a
month. The standard for work was set as 44~-hour week as for any.
federal employee. .
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As a policy of the ‘'Ra, all private enterprise was prohibited.

At fmrst a community enterprise division was set up temnorarily
to rum canteenc, barber shop, magezine stead, beauty siacp, shoe
shop, radio shoo, end watch shop. In Vecember this was taken
over by the Coorerstive Enterprises, & cooperative organizstion
with over G@OO gvacuce monbers @ paylng a memborshlg fee of $1
each. Over $100,000 worth of Pusiness is handled monthly by the
Cocpecrative Eiterpriccs whicW 18 self-gtpporting,” ‘A11.86F ‘thHe
routine work 1is done by evacuees, who are paid the Project wage
scals. Pcliciev of the Co-op are sct by a Bozrd of Directors of
T4 racuses and one representative of the esdiminigtrative person-
nel, W are¢ also allowed to become members. One issei and one
i irectors are sclected Trom ench of the sgeven werd sosem~
whick “in tura are made up of onc isscl end ore nissi re-
nresentetives from each bloek.

The average mark-up is about 12%; but efter sxpescus axc paid
the over-charge amounts to about 5%. This mekcs the cost of goods
to customers considoreblr lcss than on the ovseide. Pais over-
charege is to be returncd o thec customers according Ao ihe omount
of = patronsge in sccorGence to regular coc-op princini JcrAPS'“n

being ussd to record purchases, and thelr use .o deen made com— .

~-pulsory to increase the amount of tax-frec iluacome to be distri-
buted os dividends.
ihe oeonomin

cnanges ia the atii Tae L“-‘urn'uaga qji the

OCCUPATIONAL SURVEY GF FROJECT IESIDERTS

“GRICULTURE

SERVICE

CAERICAL |

PROFESSIONAL :

SEMI-SKILLED LABORERS

UNSKILLED LABOREPRS
PER CENT 1© 203040 50 6070 6050

-il 15,000 people is unique. In s
ti
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cooperative type of untcrarxae bave reduesd the q1ilercnnn in the
occonomic stotus of people. The poorest evacuec-is eboub as riect
as any other, as far as his life within the' Project is concerned.
Some people * have felt that this lack of difference was ideal,
Also, except for men in key positions, many have lost initiative
in working hawd, & trait for which Jipanese were Known. Since
one job pavs as much as another, and a job of one kind or anocther
ig nct diffieult %o zet, there is a ‘sense of security on the part
of the workers,; even if he does notv work hard. 'Luls sort of at~
titude ig leading meny evacuees into s frame of mind where they
do not went<to shift for themselves and take risks, but would
rather remain "wards" of the Governient until something turns up
for them. ' ' o

RELIGLOUS L CACTIVETIRS
—»h organization of religious activity within the Pioject of
ite of the-fact that residents
ns of the coast and
l arge churches--the

5
i
Q

|- Rave come from scattered sec
denominations, there av onl*'<wo

=%

Unlou uﬁdlcn" 1. the These coumunity ciurches

*ulnlmu¢ of friction betwecn denocmina-
ministering to the religious and
church goerse As new incouming group
for them in the church structure, Iaﬁl“ﬂ
possibic.
is made up of Protestant depominations-—-~
ts, Presbyterians, ‘iscopalians, Salva-
“ap;vdaaq The Catholics
their own services separately. e Tule Union
Bosrd of Stewerds compos .f‘ff" lSSOl
retery and troasu:cr, cight n waxrd
ary aond treasuror, and i
there are block stemardu uho hvlu
ness in contacting church members.
chureh are dividcd into those
nose for the nisci. For the issei the cmphasis is on
In cach ward there is & Sundoy morning worsiip, &
Bible Study class on Sunday cvening, und a Prayer liccting on Wed-
ncsdey evening.
For the nisci, on Sunday there are worship servy
and Sundcy School classes throughout the Project Tor &

-
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age groups——BeginneIs, Primaries, Juniors, Intermediates, Sen-
iors, COLLS£° of Life. In the evening Tfellowship meetings are
held in four éifferent places, and- speeches on cultural topics
and inusic are emphasized.

The Buddhists have a similar church, except for the fact that
their activities are noy S0 numerous &as those of the Christians.
They have their Sunday Schools on Sunday mornings in each ward, a
Sunéay worship service for cu1lts, in the afternoon, end evening
services fTor sdGulits on Susnday and T Corresponding to the
”ﬂr t*ﬂn fellowship, the Yoang Bu ] sociation, composed of

ko 1d serviges in two i Tey Except %cr the
which are delivered by issei pri S, thcse YSA services
entirely .in Eaglish. Progrems =are usually composed of
sermcns, gethas {kyums), & speech by a2 YBL member, resdings,
sort of light enterteinment put on by menmbers. Since

nisei Buddhists ‘khave izken over & great’ deal of the
their own services and have MAncricanized" thenm a
sing English where they foxmerly used Japeanese.

: --Jamss Saloda

aE
RELOCATION CENTER

t is early spring in Tule Lske. During the loag night, the
l -cold atmosphere descendedon the eartkh leeving a silvery white
h} coati ng of frost and ice. Jnd with the first clonging and
clashing beat of the breckfeast gong, sleepy Tulezins began their
slow process of beginning a new gay. It is seven c.m. Bi.T. and
semi-dcrik, but artificial lights cut tharough the hoaze of a new
morn as & clatier of feet, noisy coughing, running water, ‘and the
banging of barrack dooro become freguently louder. In the dis-
tance there is the muffled sound ofzatruck and within the block,
re31dent\pe0ple greet the day.
Stepping into the brightly lighted mess hall, partially cons-
cious mess attendents manage to appease the appetites .of the ear-
ly morning breakfast seeker. It isn't strange to see the first

six tables hurriedly occupied by twenty or thiriy elderly males.
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Men who have risen with the crow of the cock;
ers and the nine months change of mode has not
ticular habit pattern of thirty years.
men start their day in the early still o
the early risers are a number of fermers' wives and their chil-
dren, budf the mass march in as the farmers leave their tables:
school children, city folk, and young men and women grumbling and
sleepy ogcupy --the remaining tables.
day in Tule I=ke. '

Greadually about eighta.m. one by one, in couples, or in groups
of #ix Pr eight, workers leave the bloek for their individual
destinatibns. Garbed  in oversized "g.i.m jeans, snoes, cerpen-
ter's overalls, wool jackets, and field caps, seven laughing an
Joking issei men of fifty te sixty years of age sauntered by
The faceg were familigr--farmers turaed cerpenterc.,

MGood’ morning," I greeted the Broup with a 10d of the head.
"Hello...morning," they 12plied with a nod of their heads.
MHow's the carpcnter ‘busincsa?
20k :

yes, they are farm-

gltered their par-
Consistent as dawn, these
f morning. Seated behind

‘This is the beginning of a

1504u. 80"

wile e e

"Very good.*

For -an answer, no one agreed. They &l1 expressed the attitude
thet carpentry wasn't hagd; that it was interesting znd Kept them
trim and out of doors using their nandés. Others confessed that
it wgsjasource‘of nails and wood for howe purpose to mais benchss,
tables, and otkher inick-kiuacks to male the hozie livable and pleas-
ant. 4

"How do you occupy the hours you aren't working?" I asked.
"Say, 1 -have y hands full prectically every spare minute,
hunting waste ‘brush around this cump in order to moke flower
vases and staads," replied one of the ren. MAng,™ he continued,
"Mny wife' rnakes artificial 'flowers all day long and far into the

night, 'and she insists that I meke all the vases..otherwise I
“prefer to sit with a few eronies, smoxe my pipe and talk gbout the
farm we all "left behind. Life would be sweet." The others nodded
in assent and scveral laughed, commenting that he probably would-
le were laft to h1is own devices.

n't make aiything if
Several mentioned thet goh, shogi (Japanese Zames comparable
& checkers), aud mah jengz  occupied a grsat deal of their spare
time. As a matter

of fidety Hwa fasisted that they went whenever
" the sessions took pl:zce,

Ones genial old man numorous and smiling

ing
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stated that he loved to ging ballads and re?ita’ ancxent.tilgiof
beauty and courage; that he was in the enge{ Froupe (entep 21 1;
ers) and insisted that everyone come ana join the jolly an G
i B ] 4+
All the others 1laughed loudly a&and one commented: "But you area
natural born actor and a God gifted orator whereas We were less
endowed and consequently must be entertained by the likes of you-
Y n i

-excellent showmani i ) ‘

"As you prefer," +the comic replied, "ana Fhan; you fgr t?f
comp‘iménts." Roaring with laughter they continued on thelr.qu
t0. work. A : 3 3 g x
: ims well, well, about time you showed up," a qualtit o? goiﬁ?

‘se; vbm*n accosted a late comer. "Did you forget +toO Win he
ni 1 wome ZOCUCe

alarm?" they added. : 4 o St :

wHello," grected a young man, "I had a late brgaglast.. Lgugh

b‘l ; t;“ group %écan walking toward the admlnlst;atlog sec-

MO pe 1 R e i : rears oid, worked. in

i - j e - zirls, nineteen years o.id, ed. _

. of camp. Two of the g $ : - s

z;onhosc‘tal 2s nurses' aides, and the other two, twenty O?i;gl

-e _L ; - ':ﬂ - - 28 . s; k)

twenty-three years of age, workcd in the gamlnlstrgtl?ndasir <

en - * = : by ; R X

o & tynist: the fellow aged twenty-one, Wworke %
Fary L0 M TIE ’ i ive Conversation evolved
warchouse as -a mess swamper and driver. 3 e e
wWe qu +ﬁe coming big Saturday night dance, F?eAThuyifly& ;O? L
arog*“ : what to do on Sunday afternoon, the possi i lug :

i St ; 1 ore -
SRDG QT Sy + to school, the beet-fields, the urge to g L P
$43340. gamBeos B v 't so and so look so cute with
ces. bovs- and girls, and doesn't so an

b aF v
that certain fellow. | S us el

: way," I asked, "what do you DeoD e
By the way, PET2ay o
everyday and have your social 1.ing
v = J
o . ~si nework 2! £h0 e i
“You Boeh BARLIageTe: c ik oing somcthing else
"yeg, more or leéss...don't you feel like doing C
)

-

i on .
osides running around? i A i A
nIisten, bud," onec girl challecnged, 2 St
(VAwES ) e ~ e ot aturaday =
ound to éverything. Why at nights besidcs $4u9; leasqes. s
arbb e to go to sewing and artificial flower gakln%rat i
av ~ i : sy . "
{ t to drop flower making though. And bu;l.; e %iXing, i
. k my clothes on Saturday afternoon, my _a1" n
i ; B me socks tQO...
T have to knit a sweater and sgmv s?v 3Offea il vead oy
3 i r companion wno ¥ < v
nTook," broke in he . ' : i e
doq'% knéw eaything ebout nursing o % navetzokweghlnarnﬁng and
T % 4t have 2er 1) ni
3 i 8 11 any bouLeTS. st o Y b Lne¥e
> at I don't pu e Ty girin
g p hange r workins hours Irom &ay shift .
the staff changes oOu king, hoyrs vt oot "Lens %8
and I'm telling you it's plecntiy tough...l NTvel s
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anything."™ o

nBoy;" sympathized the warehouse worker, "I didn't know vou
all worked so hard. All we do- is take it easy...plenty - easy.
One of the fellows brought a footvall and we toss that around for
an hour or so to warm up. We all have a heck of a swell time.
Our boss is a swell guy. Now don't got ne Wrong...we work plenty
hard when we really have to, and sometimes we vut in overtime
when shipments come in late; but we never work as hard as we did
back home. Here in camp, I've had pieaty of time to play ball,
'pull' with the fellows, and 20 to socials...not bad at all."

"Say," stated the secretary who was silent until How, T EF
heard from Roy in the Army and was he sweet...but I don't know
whether to 2o out and get married just yst. ¥dthor doesn't want
me tc. It sure Xeeps me busy writing letters to kim -and knitting
socks, too."

"...Riki's band is pretty zood ncw," commented a fourth grel.
"I cen dance to his music for hours snd hours., Bt T surs miss
those good o0ld deys when I could go to weal bsll-rooms in the
city and have some real fun...none of this nmeas hall foed smelling
dance palace. I sure get bored with tiis cemp iifs.”

THE MORNING  WASH

bout 9:15 a.m., the sky begau to burst with patches of rich
s\ Plue and the sun bezen to ssek sut the cold torrain. Silvery
“\Awhite veils melted away, but steam refused to rise; it was
still cold. From the washroom the veices of several issei women
cormented lavishly about ths unusuzlly chilly spring days, the
difficulty in getting clothes washed as often, the rapid wear of
clothing, the price of soap, the dif’ienlty in keeping the house
clean, wide cracks in the floors and ths lanent thet & Washing-
machine for sheets would be ideal.

"Iow are your English classes?" asied a worman of Tortr-seven
years as she paused a moment over the steaming wash-tub and peer-
ed at her neighbor.

"0i, I'm not doing so well,"

- =

she laughed a reply. "Itu king of

2
dumb and it takes a long time for me to learn.

"I should go to English class, but I don's know a single word
.of Zngiish and I don'v think I can learn," ecowscnted the first
woman., "“Besides, it's too late,"™ she rationalized. "However,"
she continued, "I'y learning to make artificisl flowers every

other = day and now our apartment is covered with bright colored
flowers. 1I'm getting better now, so I thirk I will have some-
thing to give my son in tke U.S. Army. Ee sends me so many tkings
and T haven't a thing for him; I guess he will like some of those
pretiy fiowers though. :ind besides, they will make & charming
present. I am also knitting ‘@ pair of socks for him too."

WYour son will certainly appreciate those fine gifts you make, "
a third woman of {fifty commented.  "If I'weren't so sickly, I
could do a great deal more, but just to wash these clothes once
a day - and iron them makes me tired. I haven't been healthy for
the pest five years, and with +the internment of my husband and

H
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the loss of my oldest and dearest so
can't seem to do more than sew a 1lit
on Sunday mornings." 7

"jell, that's that," said a woman
wife of a former city grocery store ©
it | 'bo - scnool ou time, ' dontt wan
just 1like .going to grage
everyday I get so excited that
pencil or pen.”

"How many puplis g

"Oh,» at times when
to learn. When it is cold as
or so abttend. It depends on the
hurry wou through, - but my teache
learn more and like Dbetter than
someday I will be able to laugh an
they spsek and jest in English."

An@ so, the mother of five adult
laundry room irtent upon learning to
lenguage so0 that she may be ablm 10
spoke snglish...a tongue
arcund cruds tablese
sevent old women grasped an uny

simple worﬁs that were difficult to understar

of forty "te.sixby.years.-old puniis.

-

n to the U.S. Army...I really

tle at home and go to church

of forty-three years and the
ﬁerator "l guess I can make

$0 be lakes “Nou koow, itis
again after all these years;
times I go without taking my

to thirty students came
possibly only fifteen
some of them try to

and considerate. We

the others. Perhaps
with my ehildren when

A nursery s
umbltlo s and hgriVO“klug,

many leasn over their task ond with concentrated effort manage to
4 é

legibly writes HMrs. Yam
here." Poradoxical. but tr jomen

a ¥ son

is in uionzanar. 1 want him
who have lived a major part

of their lives without lbarn;u% snglisi, sitin patient coneentra-
tion adjiusting el spectacles, sq inting st the blackboanrds,

nurmuring commert or two,. laug.ing

r at their mistzokes, gozing

with mischievous . comprehension as tr ey strucgle on., luany stu-
dents haove memorized the vords to: Star Sfunglua Banner. Questicn
LPR

wos, askea: "ihy learn bnglish

' The snswer was simple znd di-

rectt  "Isgould like 1o lcarn fnglish."

(DxJ iE'T AFT

ncon whi

boo; ehildren hurric

o

e their motiers and faot

stle blew, and thousands of
d to their respecvive blocks
thers or enxious to see if

Iettor wonid. besweiting. £or flisn ot Bhe block: ~nono-
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gerts office. Strolling into +the mess hall, various murmurs of
opproval or discpproval can be heard. If the table reveals roast
vesl and mashed potatoes, the comments will be: "Ch's and ah's."
On the other hond, if the food looks and tastes like beans or
£ish, the growls and growns from the younger working set can be
heard. .nd for a few minutes after lunch, families get together
and discuss the gossip aond news of the morning and prepare for
the- long walk boek to their jobs in various places.

. The afternoon sun is warm ond many Iuleans toke off one swea-
ter but Tetain the other. Jbout two p.m. the kitchen crew of
youthful dishwashers storm out and head for the bleock managerts
office to have a grme of .cards, or to pick up a basket-ball and
volley foul shots around the basket. . nd if the mood suits them,
they Jjust sit reading the comics and film mogazines until the
evening hour when they once agein shed their shirts cnd wash
dishes, siiver-ware, pots and pans, for 250 people. smong the
wnitresses, o number of them head for a class in artificial flo-
wer moking cnd knitding. Bl
"Going to Zngiish class today?" questioned one glrl of a kibei
friend. T
wyes," answered the klbﬁl, T huvv %o learn to speck and write
you now;...rd this is the day I go to class. 1'm sorry that I
contt go with you to the new sewing class. 'But I think it. is
more important for e %O lscrn Snglish.? ; ; _ : :
nSure," replied the nisei giri, nyill see you tonlght u# f;ve
in the mess.”
With the &
gquictness of

Qaon @f taree p.m., the block is hushed with the
o ~und:v afternoon. Practically 373Iyoie has wan-
dered off to classes in #nglish, a great nugber to {lower muking,
semlnb, kritting, woodworxing, or to work. amnong the few left in

the block cre three or four sickly ~nd a.ed members of both sexes.

MIDDAY  SUN S )
baten of eight retired farmers and merchaont an sit ;round in
the sun with pipes, cigars, cignrettes, ana roll-your-owns,
and with pocketkn1Vus,.cdl sels, hammers, and sandpipor-~cgige

interesting pieces of wooden vases and stendse: »ll 44 long ¥

tul%if we were home this scason wWe would have cle “red“erzugf;?o?;
ey “to- retirel" emphatically stated one old mon. But now,

_have nothing, and -1t weuld be a miraels to see a 1ivs fruit tree
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when we return.®
T b4 . TIPS .

Tywt s right,"  joined in dnother old man who was intently
rounding off a knot in a rhythmiczally shaped carving. Wle still
Edve to pay taxes for the land, the truck, and the passenger carn
gvery year that we hang onto them it will be harder to pay qd
the value will drop too." ) : S g

n 3 3
Sometimes I'm glad I sold everything," started an old man
o 2 o i .&_‘____ & s o & 4 % i i 5 <
rolling & cigarette. "I didn‘t get much...practically nothing
but it would have been worse to have it taken in texes we car'%
afford; what with sixtesn dollars s month." :
e e o)
"Besides,™ began a third crony, "™we have to pey our insursnce
on the barn, the truck, and the car.m" ! g
"Don't forget that life insurancc policy, toci"
T,lﬁndT{?r 1n§o the day, the group gossip sbout the events in
ule Loke, the moral, the religious, the home-town left behind,
the winning and lcsing of the war, punacess for zll evils qna
what should be done that isnit being done. e
e bzby criss cnd a mother scothes the ehild o elesp. A young
nisei mother is busy feeding, nursing, =nd washing the baby's
=4 . - - » . 2 7 %
particuiers. It 1is g difficult day for = mother, but she lives
in aworld of her own as she watcnes th ¢ n

grouing infapd and dreams

(o4
'f‘- . it = . % =
of the dey when he will become o great mnn. The father is a
young man working during the dsy s 2 mechanis, amd for the dur
; ; i - L e Caanay a1 = A~
Elon‘ Qf the night chances are the man of the family will be pa-
vronizing the attentions of the infont while ths mother slsens
WTpanl-1 N 2t rOn ot ) o . et
Frankly, stated the young fuother, "bafore the baby arrived

;' wzs worried. Circumstances here in
b?ight for® .a'birth, I thought; but the tors srs rezlly effi-
(01§nt and nothing went wrong. Boyd I relieved ﬁgeﬂhever -
thing ‘went off o.k.. 4nd anothgr thing, I donit have an; doctgr

camp éidn't look so

. X ; . . ‘ idl v o
bills to pay either? Thue bills in themselves would heve run into
uita T 4 i o, 1 z i .
% cq;vi b{t; buﬁ‘the.blggest break is not having to work so hard
- rm~ walk the baby and feed him at night the way I do now, if
; . : - -~ LS -~
1ad to put in & real ten-hcur day bzcek homc...Tim really a %or-
tunate man." ; $
NiTo l'l o S0 (R rae o } :
. nello,V graeted a yowig kibei couple," i P
PR e et & uple,™ just dropped by to see
R ¢ o Sgo 1
Fine ?s ever," Teplisd
. you tuic going to Znglish el
“Y’e o we b g s &
5, we oth started sevs 1
AR oo j_ ‘ eral weeks ago, but haven't learned
ple saaswersd hm&h@h.‘@%ﬂ'cmwmwdtm

tnu w‘ctt—zr "[.e Q s a
1 A « i e
L £ 1T 1 e S asieeg IOWe s are

3
ass

S

s g

R T

young husband, "wWe can really do some studying here and learn the
language well enough to . feel at ease ‘among the nisel and white
Americans as well. Working in the grape-fields and speaking Jap-
anese continually never helped matters. Now, we toth work in the
same meses hall and have plenty of time between hours to go to
schocl; maybe we'll know enough English to get along alter the
waie" ‘

EVENING SHADOW

t wasn't lcng before the warm sun began to dip farther.west

and the atmosphere beceme a little chilly; a light wind began

whipping the earth and school children huriied homeward laugh-
ing and shouting as they dragged their books reluciantly as boys
dc. The sirls clung to them as intimztely as all females prone
%o do. Within an hour, tired and irritable, happy and vivaecious,
adult workers trempled the earth for home. The old block re-
sounded with the noise and chatter of human beings. ‘

Sitting and standing next tc the pot-bellied coal burning
stove, adolescents, youths, and old folks alike chat about the
coldness of spring weather, the outcome of Saturdays'. baseball
Zame, the leek of incoming letters, what to do tonight, the com-.
inz engei-kwai (Japanese entertainments), and what is.on the mcnu
for tonight. Children play tag, run, laugh, and whirl vo-yo's
and shout. The shover boilers are hot and heavy black smoke whip
the eir laying a dark grey haze over the colony. .. The - growing -
darkness and the cold winds announce the time of day: it is
close to dinner time —-- siX D.I.

And with the varied clanging and banging noises, the peonle of
thc block streem into the mess hall. Once again, therc 1is the
femiliar cry of enthusiastic reception or dull singulorly unplea-
sent voices of dissention. iithin & half-hour, the orderly men-
nered and well dressed tebles are 2 jumbled mess of left-overs,
empty trays, dirty cups, sauccrs snd entrec plctes; the taoles
are unoccupied.

It is derk whon the occupants return to their apertments and
idly sit eround the coal burning stove chatting about the latest
rumors, something humorous, something inspiring, or simply tclk-
ing. Others read the Daily Tulean Dispstch newspaper, make a
crack, or listen to the radio progrems; whaile cthers prepare to
go cut to various meetings, oOT to a friend's apartment for an
evening of social relaxing.
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Stoking the shower-boilers, two old men watch the fiying coal
flemes and the belching black smoke as Tuleans walk in and out of
the shower rooms  perforazing the last routines before rellring.
High in the sky, sightless, wild birds cry and the heaveans reveal
4 pale coic moon and clear dots of stars flicker and sparikie like
points of brittle icicles. ;

Aovout nine p.m. the greater number of people still sit at home
telking e21d listening to +tiae radio as they knit, crochet, make
flowers, read magazines, or write letters. Vandering back through
the cold winter night, several ambitious nisei who ettended night
classes in academic pursuits exclaim unanimously: "Boy! It's
cola.m : - '

One hour later. lights =0 out one at a time within each apart-
men* and the dark Tulean right becomes even derker; but a few
lights'burn on. Laughing and chatting a great deal, a number of
youths who work at various joos during the day, sit cangenially
sipping tea and munclhing cockies as they enjoy a soci&k &vening
of a closely knit group of their owa. Card games,; Qiseussions,
ouiji boards, and singing prcvide the bulk entertaimmeat. But
like all good things, about elevzn p.m. the guests bid the host
or hostess goodnight enc meander ol into the cold clear night,

41d as a lonely warden-makes his *dnight rounds, «ll interior
lights are out, and the people of tuc block are home &t icst
This is the end of an early spring day in Tule Iske.: g

~--Hiroshi Sugesagwara

e e

o6

-

Flecting Hnprcssions

t is like a dream—~-the scenes so familiar, voices that eeho

. in the distance, the cocl breeze that sweeps soothingly over

the firebreaks, the clangings - of the mess  hall bells, the
chatters and . shrill laughters _of carefree children. The wiry
grasses growing along the firebreaks and between the barracks,
the purple hilss in the distance, Castle Rock's outline in the
evening when the sky is light--like that of an fgyptian mummy;
the sound of a phonograph jiving away in. a laundry room,the
stamping and shuffling of feet-~jitter-bug session.

One year in Tule Leke Project. A thousand and one events ka-
leidoscoped into a Dali-like impression: softball games along
the firebtreaks. The "Ohs" of the crowd as the batter takes a
heelthy cut at the ball-strike? Oh, you robber!

Pust. Dust. The 'vesther of Tule Lake, =as unpredictable as a
women in a millinery shop. Snow in Mey, Indi&n Summer in Novem-
ber--but 11 the yezr round, wind, wind, and more wind. ¥ind,
gentle cs & bsby's btreath; strong emough to rattle ths windovs;
wild eneugh to shriek between the telephone wires--whirling dust
¢nd pepers like & min:ture torncde--sending finc dust purticles
sceping through the windows; blenketing fwniture and- floor with
& coeting of white. Dust. Dust. Dust. .

he first snow-foll. Tule Lcke Project under its beptismal

covering of white. Tiny-cool flckes, flocting down, silently,

gently. .

Hey, it's raining 2gain. The incredulously: By golly, it's
snow., "ell, I'11 be dammed. -

Snoew, gentle snow. It piles up on the front door-steps; it's
slippery 2s the dickéns, &nd it inverirsble turns into .sl ush.
snowbslls, snowmen, ond sne' fights. Oastle Rock transformed- into
o snow-white crstle. And far off on the opposite side of the pro-
Jeet, the hill to the right of Abclone mountsin--it looks like =
hot cross bun with its'cross-like frosting.

And look =t those dots on Costle Rock. Down they come. Home-
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made sleds, Sears and Monky-Werd specials; long, short, narrow or
wide--they bump, lurch and careen dangerously down the steep side
~=thesow whipping into your <face end the hair turning silvery
white. ' :
Tired of sperts? How 'l ance? Here's a bid.

S

Pensioneer-iiick's super-dooyer et take a look. It!
hzll but Christmss, what a ‘chan.e insidel! Iook at
And - look at that bar! Coke Genuine
boys do it? Tk orcuestrs

oan T g
can

At it

junpo elive ! gppetizers and sa-
Stuffed like ¢ ig znd then on with

T =5 Lo —_— -
"The Storg: of

Continental. - Yukic
ballet, rhumbve ai
bent, voeols oo’ i
aances. - How do the
gizmor POr nore.
Fouzth of Jaily., " " real LkieCov e glorieu
firebreak. Heat, gporis ZE18 S ﬂ;“~aa?ces. A
silkeon spang

Zaraso

¥bhen 014 Glory unfur
CGOl brscze.
iike gay-colored mushrooms. Around the sumo rir
¢ impasesively. The feree ad in
around the wrestlers =znd cheubs hi ' ess. Akiyoi,

~~perspiratio: glistening on
i; brawvny arms locked ia
chest heceving--
Akiyoi, nokottsz, nokottal
The tinzl conceatration of st €
the body and then the heavy thud of fallen .
Jozude t The shouts of spproval fr-m the =pectators. The match

rength, the sudden dexterous twist
n

5 o
VOO T——
DOGy

-

is over,

"\ n interval of time flitting merrily aleng--scftball, hard-
/ﬁ;‘ball, mess hall gongs clanging harshly in the morning; lunech
LM\ \and supper to the szme old tune--school for the youngsters,
work for the old--wash-room conferences--squabbles oia laughteré
-the jeers of the youngsters:

Come on, now! Tou do it. The cycle continues: That's sharp.
Bat itt

The fountain of youtih, the heart of cornucopia, the idling site
for all--tae canteen. Fruits, soft drinks, ice cream, groceries,
hardware, dry goods, stationery and knick-knacks.

Ice ecream's all out, so's peaputs. We have crackers but no
butter. Meat's rationsd and so are cenned goods. Vhat the hell
kind of a storz is this? ThHo shrug of the shouldors—whnt can one
do?

Here's a block maneger; what is he? Nursemaid, janitor, mess-
e1ger, complaint board, diplomat, tyrant, judge =2nd jury. Hots
oas and all.

Hey, the 1light fuse is out. My wife is sick, call a2 taxi.
T211 that guy nest door to cut out  the snare drum. TWhere's ny
NeWSPOPEr=——mm m e @

Wait a minute boys, I'm not Solomon and neither am I Superman.
I'm just the block manager. Tell it to the councilman. Ch, yeah?
Waat councilman?

Who.lives here? The bachclors. Oh, the baechelors. Phew! It
sare looks like i$. Look at thosc unwashed socks and shorts.
daat?s “thetopile of dirty suirts and honkies? Dontt they ever
make the bed? ‘/hat's this pile of ash and papers? The dump pile.
Gad! ‘'hat a mess! Look here, boys, Suppose o visitor dropped in
tO sec you? Let them come? ‘hat gutsl

Pic, Life, Time, Lock, Resader's Uigest, Collicrs and more Pics.
Waat food for brains. Cut-out pictures of gals on the walls,
nude sketches on the door, women on the brains and women in their
talks. What a bunch of hard-up guys.

\ [Jhat are those sprawling gresn buildings? And what's thaot tall
V%y/chimney for? Fell, sir, thatVs the Bags Hospital. You've got
J a toothache? Your tummy hurts and “your tongils *TL bo@®
Ws11, the Base Hospital for you. Your wifa's cxpecting, your fa-
ther is 111? The Base Hospitalts the place. Some outfit, that
tlogpital. It's the panaceca for all illness, the fincl resting
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place for some and the start of a new life for many.

Labor Day--parade, floats, baseball games and bazarrs. The
flag pole dedication sznd more talent shows. Harvest Festivcl and
Thanksgiving. Chilly svenings, frost on thes grounds, silence in
the night and the glistening blanket of white. Noels, Holy Nights
——the first Christmas in Tule Lake. :

Rumors and more rumors. Did you hear about the councilmon who
got beaten up? ¥hat's gll this junk about csettlement?  Watll
bs here for the duration. Rain and mud. Snow and slush. Bas-
ketball, footbalil, talent shows and mOre TUmMOTS. War will be
over by spring. That' what you think? |

"hols leaving today? hy, didn't you know? Well, I'11l be
darned, let?s got going. Thersts the bus coming dovn the high-
way. Look at thse mob--0ld and young, male and female~-plenty of
tears shed and hand-shoking galore;—they loock hoppy and yet they
ore weeping. :

Well, look who's hers. Didnft kmow youtre leaving. Give my
regards to old Chicage. 1711 be there before the summer is up..
Sc long, old boy; don't forget to write. '

" The bus rumbles into life, rolls into motion and.slowly pass-
es torough the gate onto the highway. It picks up momentum cnd
omid woving of hands rapidly dwindles into 2 tiny dot, then intc
nothingness. ' : : i

ind just outsidc the project gete--the mecca OF hikers—-rugesd,
and historicr‘ﬁlandmark——Castl& Rock. Up its sloping si-

b

stcep,
des, youth gaily trudge. Sage brushss and greass, hugh bouldsrs
and smoll pebblss, the winding path lecds from one ladge to an~

other. The peck ot last where tviin erags stand guerd over the

sprawling copntryside. b v .

To the nort:a, the dark squarcs spot the plain--barr.cks; and.
countlsss spirals of emoks elimb into thc afternoon sky. The nip-
ping breeze sweeps refroshingly over the rocky lodges, the west-
1 its nocturnal coloring of silver cnd. gray, the

ern sky assumes
o tower stands out-

shadows drape over tho slopes their moatle,
lined on the hilly slope--dusk has follem.
L myriad fircflies glow among the barrack windows and from a
distancs the faint wail of the troin corrios bo

the ovening breszo. It's twilight over Tule Lcoke. :
: —~arthur T. Horimitsu .

ck mournfully on-

. when it ceme to getting a favor:zble

every resident at the Tule Lake

’A Relocation Center as anything during the initial year was the

Sl . v
/’ s much a part of -the life of

thletic program.--A cne phrase description of the Hrogram
could well be "from nothing. %o something." To start Irom a
serateh - is a tough provlem in anything, and it was no exception
recreation plan going here.

© At first all that the recreation directors had to work with iias a

. evacuation and seemed reluctant to cooper

lindited amount of supplies, and the

3 ey

lot of sandy sp-ce,  a very

‘hope that the people, as they canie in, would bring more eguipnment,
‘which they did. ) A

- Out. oft the first group of volunteer workers to arrive on Nay
27, 1942, a small . athletic staf . was selected. Tueir first du-

.ties involved in laying the srcund work for a recreaticil program
< | o E -

for the incoming people. By holding various organizational mect-

- irics and the layving of diamonds, they were able to prepars ror the
& =3 ) S DLTL

first major sport, softball. rroving to be a hindrance during

the early davs, besides other things, was the battered morale of

the people. They were yet 1T0 recover from the +troubles of the
ate or help.

The weather was an unknown factor with which to consider. ~Wi-

mors werc to the effeet that it snowed, reined, etc. for nine out

-of twelve months, but exccpt for & period in mid-winter, the con-

ditions turncsd out 'to be passable. All in all, though, to get
sports started in this Project was a job which involved much hard

.
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work, much initiative, and a littie luck.

In the beginning there seemed To be hopes for building tennis
courts, golf course, gyrmasium and other facilities. Endless
hours were spent in their planning by interested persons, but as
time went on it beczae evident that all those things were just
wild hopes. The ideas ended up in the ash can.

Rezlizing that they were not going tc get much .aid from the
WRA as far es athletics was concsrned, the sports directors soon
began concentrating on doing what ther coculd with what was avail-

able.

On the evening of Friday, Juae 12, 1942, with only a few hun~~

dreds of the colonists in camp, crgenized sports was inaugurated
inte Tule Lake history with the start of a eight team men's lea-
gue. From ther on, ez more and more people arrtyed and as the
population neared its peak, more softbzll accommodations had to
be mads. Also haréball wes steyted in the carly part of July. Ab

the height of the ball seascn ldet cummer, thers were from nins”

to ten lcagues going full speed, playing sn averzgs of six gemss
per cvening, with over 1500 peoyle competing.

The panorama of sports in the following mouths included eight-
man touch football and beskstball as the gaicr sports, ¥While
the field of minor spsrts table teanis, velleyu .1, feneing, JUdO,

sumo, horse shoe, tenunis, track meets, boxing tournement and mar- -

athons were featured, Of all the major sports, ths most success-
ful was Dbasketball, followsd by herdball.end softball. Although
ntbusiasm was shown in touch foetball, it nevexr reached the pop-
ularity of the other sports. Despite betng forced ¢ play out—
doors on sandy courts eand under the most adverss weather condi-
tions at times, baskagball reigned as the king from November,
1942 till May, 1943--nearly six months. COutstanding minor sports
were the track meet held in July 1942, the two day boxing tourna-
ment held in Merch 1643, the marathon race, and table tennis.

[\ thleticswere definitely a morale builder in that first ,-yocax.

With time meaning very littls, looking forward to the impor-

1Jta“u games or programs was a big thiag. And a helpful factor

was that the Tuleans, issei as well as nisei, were very sports-

minded, as was proved by the huge crowds Jhlch witnessed the big

games., Even ths girls drew as meny as 1000 fans for a single
i ané. many svents drew well into the thousandss

-

0f all tne fjo¢lties
biggest problems were
the

to be able to explain just cxza
rstandings, but some ealled it
wanatever it 3 sectionalism and frayed nerves
to deo width i%.
Carved inte the history tf Tule Lake sperts
names whieh will never galn make the headlines
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rizst year, the tWL
V1 tl“ the elements
of the el@
suorms would
havoe

many

aboubt ite.
could mos
;he horseh
scenes of pro-
"7aniic DI0-
i, there
exr major activi-

ctly what was cre-
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prebably had much

thus far has been

here, fer ralocs-
k

tion has %akex a pumbsr &f the ydung men and women bac

mal life é&gain. But fhen egain the foundatie
the future was laid becsuse the youngsters had

n fer
a

gram toe. Although the gquestion of Jjuvenile

bresk into the camp picture from time to time,

youngsters were able te compete in sports mua

hold it down. If their procram hed been 503s8iD

plete there 1s ‘no dou%t that juvenile deling

been eut 1 sr extent.

Nevertaele ! portunities winich the yo

lezgues and under cap

T

guency

mng
gble

ac\\mnglu1b6——
new friends
trought about,
rovided “for
morale.
--Kiunie Otani
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1943

First continzent of evacuees, consisting of 450 wvolun-
teers from Puyallup snd Portland Assembly Jenters, ar-
rived in Tule Lake Project.

"Jello Dance™ held at Mess IHall #720.

Colonists held public 5 with acting Project Di-
rector to di

Project's cofficial mimeographed news-sheets "Informa-—
tion Zulletins™ adopted permancnyg masthead with . the
nase, "Talean Dispatch".

Temporary ccimunity council formed.
"joody® Ichiheshi organized dance band.

Wage scale of $1%Z, $16, 319 eannounced. Tfransfer of
4,200 evacuees from Sacramento Center completed.

Recreation Dept. presented 2 day-long holiday progral.

Influx of 9,185 evacuses Iroi Vilitary Zone No. 2 be~
gan.

5,000 persouns attended outdoor <forun on citizenship
guestions.

Influx of 4,000 forumer residcnts of Pinedale Center be-
gan.

Colony census taiken.

Uniform meal planning established throughout the 64
mess halls.

Canteen No. 3 suffered $4000 rire damage.
Indﬂgn sikeleton found undex barreck j5lll.

Project farm begen

Bill Maruteni swarded first place honor in the Oratori-

.cal Contest in the Senior Division, Ruth Hijikatc,

the second division.

in
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The richt of freedom-of religious worship shall not be
Jeﬂyardlzed announced officially by the H.R.A.

Shiz Tami<i, sponsored by Canteen No. 3, elected queen

of the Labor Day Festival. 102-foot flag pole erected .

in the center of the cclony.

‘Project elementary and Zzigh schools openea for 3,800

students.
uore than SO0 left the Project for sugar beet harvest.

Gila RiverncJenter residcnts exprsssed gratitude for the
mule Lake grown Wege . cbles chipped to them.

Shipment of 50C hogs ¢ tha farm erpected here.

Rally held a% tis But&oar stage té discuss "Nisei's Re-
sponsibility &s Citizenc".

Goverunor C. A. Spraguc acksd ror sugar Lkset laborer: in
a letter to Project Director Shirrell. :

400 hign school students assisted in harvest af rFroject
farm crops.

W.R.A. .Director, Diilom S. liysr, visited Projset.

Legal steps foF formal receznition of Tule Lake's Co-

operative FEnterprise as. a corporation™ taken with the

State of Pelifornia.

Movie theajer building proje ct turned down in a city-
wide electioms -

City charter accepted by the comm ﬂ;tj gouncil,

Planning board election held.

Block 43 selected a modei commmunity unit.

66

Harvest festival.

Army Japanese language school at Camp Savage opened en-
listment for qualifi=zd Japanese-Ameaxiczns in the relo-
cation centers.

Colonists enjoyed turkey dinner for Thanksgiving.

Project sent largest delegation of voluntszers to U. S,
~rmy school at Savage, Minn.

Little Theater group performsd before first-nighters.
Press Club sponscrsd Red Cross benefit dance.

More than 2,00C toys denatzd by various churches and
organizations throughout the ccuntry received here to
be distributed among young children for Christmas.

Harvey . Coverly appointed to replace Project Direc-
tOI‘ Eo Lt Shirrdll-

Colonists spent Christmas quietly attending church ser-
vices and checir concerts.

1943

City council established judiciel pamsl.’
450 volunteers relisved’coal crew labor shortage.

Parent-Teachert's association organized at Projeét grade
school.

Secretary cf ler Henry L. Stimson announced the forma-
tion of specizl nissi combat team.

Army representatives arrived to recruit volunteers for
the combat team.

Registration of zll colonists begcn and Project schools
closed to enable teaching personnel to assist. Mzss




¢.1 earance program announced.-

First chicken egg hatched on the Project poultry farm.
Registration of aliens bogaﬁ.

Male citizen registration ended.

Senator ‘allgren, author of the bill to tr T con-
trol of W.R.A. stk %o the ormy becouse of reported
coddling of evacuees, visited the Prcj

Snoe rationing procedurs sebt-up.

Red Cross drive laounched tO roise -5 G .carry on the
work of the local chapter.

X7
X
34

oung Peoplets Christiza conference hel leave cleor-
nce procedure simplified.

Pmgject clecn-up days

Volunteers for the afses 020t unili given |
aminstion by the army el ning téam.

Eigh school student body held "Zancke Karnival."
In a new zdministrative instruction, ¥W.R..i. 21lowed is-

sei to hold elective offices in the commuanity govern-
maent. i

M.Y 6 - Co-op reported a totol of unanllocoted net saving of
v85,993.52. 3

o 1 SCOSR 3 : . R Lo =5 3 V‘JQ‘\
MAY 8- N. Y. A. opened vocational training opportunities for 25

MLY 12 - Community ..ctivities Ssction plannea U.S.0. for nise il
servicemen visiting the Project.




DEMOCRACY,

‘ one of the U. S. Army camps way down south in fississippi,
A\squods of men -marched nbout ilhe porcde grounds uhi;e arinl
Pis Lrurbe auts barked out ~orders,. "squads left, squads right .

~Cut on the firing ra ange the shorp staceato of the machine gun

fire wms mingied with the "boom-boom" of a mortar gun. Jeeps
dashed madly nround. ¢
Jat's so unusu=l sbout a scene lile this you mcy ask. ItV s’
an usucl netivity in any army camp. S A
Yes, true, -but this is Camp Shelby, the only camp in the coun-
try designated by the United States Tar Department as the train-
_ing. ground for the special Japcnese Combat Unit. And the men
here, cbout 4,000 of ther who hed veluntearsd for this unit, which
was creacted by the ar Departrent in February 1947, Sre Ahcric;ns
of Jopznese Ancestry undsrzoing 1wt,r ive traaninz to fight iluss-
olini, ZHitler or Tojo -whecnever or  whersysr ordsrsd. Cver a
i wers recruited from ten relocation conlers.
group camz 4,000 mile voy from Hewgii.
Amsricin citizens of ‘<a:n=fi wncestry Serving in
the Army néforc this?' Why Speciz uﬂo t Unit?

Before the outbreakx c 3 3 ih Deekm ’r, 5u>rd wire pprox-v“¢

imately 5,000 nisei
figure represants the
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tionalities--Ec.} The bulk of them came from the Pacific Coast

"and were serving in the various branches of the Aimy at many of

the camps situated along the coast. They trained side by side
with their fellow American’ soldiers.

' When = war came, the army did not know what attitude to take
concerning the Jupznese American soldiers in their midst. If the
nisei soldiers were sent to the Pacific Combat Area, how could
they be differentiated from the soldiers of Japan? What of the
attitude of the Caucesian soldiers? There were many other puz-
zling questions. Until some -solution to this problem could be
found, nisei soldiers training in the combat branches of the ser-
vice were transferred to non-combzatant groups. A large percent-
age of them were shifted  to the medical corp division. Subse-
quently all nisei scldiers on the Pacific Coast were transferred
to camps in the Mid-West. Simultaneously, General DsWi tt, com-
mandlng officer of the Western Defense Area, proclaimed that Am-

ican soldiers of ‘Japanese ancestry would be barred fron the
corstal area. This was done to eliminate any possibility of a
spy hazard. The Pacific Coast was jittery with invasion 7e ar.
The coast was in the grip of a war hysteria.

Those wno reported to the Selective Service Board as their in-
duction turn came were told that the Army was not accepting nisei
into the service at the gprescnt. Many voluntesered but received
the same answer. All nisei were automatically placed in the 4-C,
aliens, and 4-F, physically unfit, classification.

NlSEl COMBAT TEAM :
few months after the outbreak of the war, evacuation of.all
Japanese, alicns and citizens alike, from the coastal arca,

[ X~%s ordered by Gencral DeWitt. Subsequently all were placszd

in ten inlend relocation centers.

During their confinement either in the assembly ceanters or
later in the relocation centers, the nisei sent hundreds of let-
ters to the Sceretary of War and even to be Prosideat of the
United States, asking that they be allowed to serve in the Army.
But thes eanswer was always the same, "The War De tment does not
at the present time contemplate taking nisei 1nto the armed for-
ces of the country." Plainly the War Department, had not as yet
formed any definite policy in regoard to Jopanese-Ameri cans of
militery age.

Their loyalty questioned, denisd cven & chance to prove their
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loyalty, the nisei bzcame wrepped up in their sense of grievances
and lived an apathetic 1ife within the confine of the centers.
The nisei jokingly referred to their 4-C and 4-F classifications.
But veneath their banter one could discern a noteof resentmernt
and bitterness.

In such environment, Secretary of War Stimson on January 28
suddenly prociaimed, "Plans have been completed for a nation-wide
volurtary induction of American~born Japanese now inthe ten re-
location centers and .elsewhere 1in the United States and the Ha-
waijan Islands. Loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry will compose
a svecial unit in the United States Army. Tris action was taken
foliowing study by the Wer Department of many earnsst requests by
loyel American citizens ol Japanese extraction for the orguniza-
tion of a apecial unit of the Army in which they could have their
share in the fight against the nation's srnemiss. Y

"It is the inherent wright of every faithful citizern, regard-
less‘of ancestry, to bear £rms in the netion's battle. When cb-
stacles to the free expression of that right are imposed by emer-
geacy consideration, those barric-rs should be- rewoved as soon as
humanly possible. Loyalty to country is a voiee that must be
heard, and I am glad that I am now aple to give active procf that
this basic American beslief is not a casualty of war.

'"Steps miust be taken +to dotsrmine “lLose individuals in whom
the United States can place full “rust and cenfidence. The ques-
“ionnaire is a means to that end." 3

Plainly this was an intitial step in a prograx tc restore the

nisei beck into normal community life where they could sharc the .

lot of the general public. Tho questicnnairs and the Combat Uit
were the keys. But beforc- this could Dbe Gome, their loyalty had
to bc detcrnined first, for the government was Tully aware that
there were somo "whose tiss with the Japanese Empire were such
as to disqualify them for positicns of trust in this country.”

One of the nisci's zeactions  to the announcement was that of
confusiocn and théy {ziled to see the grazvity of the issue. before
thems' Exporic pest. ycar rankled in their minds, and
they hesitated; they doubted; they dquistionod.

Place any other group under similar expericnce and the rcaction
would have boen “he scme. For, after all, the basic emotions of
human beings are ail the same regardless of racial differences.

Far sighted nisei leaders as well as the WRA Administrative

: ? : i o
staff pointed out the cricusness of the issue at stake. The
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‘whole future of the nisei in the United States is at stake," they

said.
"You are on the spot, you must look forward and not backward.
For your own sake you can't let the bitterness and hurt in your

‘.hearts blind you to the tremendous implications of your refusal
"to cooperate. The people on the outside will not know your rea-

soh. They will simply think, "There, taat proves it. The Zvacu-
ation was necessary and right. Those people are disloyal. Look
they won't even join our sons to fight for democracy."

"The people on the outside do not know of your loyalty and
therefore the success of the government's program is of the ut-
most importence, You should bs thinking of your duty to your
country rather than the rights which have been temporarily sus-
pended due +to exigencies of war. Establish your loyalty first,
then your rights will bc that much easier to recover.”

THE ANSWER
E—:jhe govermment patiently waited for the verdict which was to
decide the future of the nisei in the United States. ‘ere
they still loyal in spite of the bitter eXperiences which
they had undergone or had the strain on their loyalty been too
great? :

The Vclunteer Combat had been endorscd by the Presidcnt of the
United States. On ¥February 1, he had written to the Secretary of
var Stimsen endorsing the plan and attesting to its aigh purposes
in these words; "I am glad to observe that the War Department,
the Yavy Department, the liar hanpower Commission, the Department
of Justice, and the ‘far lelocation Authority, are collaborating
in a program which will assure the opportunity for all loyal Am-

" ericans, including Americans of Japanese ancestry, to serve their

country at a time when the fullest and wisest use of our manpower
is all-important to the war effort."

The @&nswer came 1in slowly eand then gsined momentum as the
issue before the nisei became clarified. Leaders, who took a
long range view of the situation pleaded in behalf of the future
welfare of this raciel minority.

At ¥inidoka R:ilocation Center, 300 voluntecred. This group
represented 19 per cent of eligible nales of militery age. Al-
though the other centers did not have as high &« figure as Nini-
doka, firmy officials expressed satisfaction with the results ob-
tained.
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‘Nisei ,soldiers in training or fighting at the front and the

volunteers are all of one opinion in their determination to, dis-
pel the doubts and suspicions about their loyalty to the country
of their birth. They had to justiry the faith placed in them. by
liberal minded army officisls aswell as others who had worked di-
jigently to meke this opportunity pcssible. A volunteer from the
Topaz Relocation Center wrote: Hos :

"T  have voluntcered because it is my firm econviction that the
destiny of the Jjapanese American people is nere in America.

‘#T zm as much embittered as any other evecuee when I consider
how our race was singled out to be uprooted from our homes, farms,
businesses on +the Pacific Coast 2and herded behind barbed wire
fences, evean though we are Aszerican citizens and our parsnts are
law-abiding pioneers who iave becn denied citizenship by the U.S.
naturalizetion laws. ; ; :

"Devote +he utmost of cursslves to this cause, amd not let
the darkncss of our present situstion or our grieviiges prevent
us from proviag our worth belore the syssof the Azerigen public."

" Lnother letter from a nisei serviug as interpreter im the Soli-
smon Islaacs to his former instructor at Camp Savage refiocts the
same spirit. : :

"T have = good chence of mot ccming cut of thkise aiive and I
tell you that I don't mind dyiang bub I won't stend for sangcne un-
doing =il of the work that you, our classmates #3d 812 of us are
doing." . : :

When Jepen attacked Hzuwcdl, isei members of the Naotioaal

Gusrds rushed out to the field and manned wnchi -zuns. in defense

of thHe Islands. Three members of il group recsantly received
recognition from the ‘ier Departaent. Bt i members of the
Hawaiian Nationszl Guard, sbout 1,000 of them are now on the main-
lapi training for active combat duty.

ibout 175 iers are ‘serving 1in the South faciric combat
zone scting as interpreters, sccording to the recent Tnited Prass

; ollow them into the
widely s scoffers azd the
doubters, who are contimually tryviag discredit the loyalty of
the nigei, that fuericconi is 2 matter of the mind and heart and
is not Pased on encest Kisai sre fighting 4o zain public Péc-
‘ognition of this fact in addition to fighting the axis. ;

--Tsuyoshi aikamura
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motor began to sputter and immediately dissolved into
hum.: The hum became =& roar zand the bus slowly moved
Only & few.cn the bus snd their friends sceing them
tiiet were dry.. The crowd streamed.up toward the
last mpses of their departing friends as the bus
gave ¢ into freedom. :
Where were they g £
Te work! olleg join their femilies?
T, pleces 86 Z e range fzces snd new epvironments
——with hopes in thei ; I areg lecving the project, ficir
ffﬁiliﬁs,-ﬁnd thei rionds They  brovely :

lieve that

; : 76
the more difficult post-war pericd; by going out they can best
serve this, their country, for they kaow that they are not help-
ing to win the war by staying in the relccation center.

Those, in the variocus c¢amps do nct think themselves to be paii-
pered or coddied. They do not have aany choice in what they want
to eat. They do not have the privacy they were ‘accustomed to
back honme. But, with all the inconveniences, dissatisfaction,
and grumbliings there are many who are afraid to venture beyond
the security of the wire rence.

"Fear on the part of the evacuees is another factor
which has Giscouraged their venturing away from reloca -
tion centers to work on our farms--fear of reprisals
against all Japanese in this country, not sheltered in
protective government custedy, if the war in the Paci-
fic should produce conclusive evidence of widespread
brutality to American prisoncrs by Japanese war lords;
or if major bombirgs of our Pacific coast cities should
occur with shoelking loss of American life and property...

lntal confusion ig anothsr Tactor. Coafine 10,

000 to 20,000 pcople in any congested area; let them
live 1in this uisettled condition with a lot of time on
their hands--time for idle talk, time for nursing grei-
vances--treat thom with'e suspicion that breeds suspi-
c¢ion in'return, ond you ar® bo'nd to spav. false rumors
and intrigucs : ars not conduecive to full coopera-
tion...That's human nature."t = .~

OCCUPATIONAL ~ RELOCATION

7ar Jelocation Authority's first vezr has been ‘that of adminis-

w! (trative aches and difFiculties. The first year is always the

n
}hardest. Charged with the responsibilities of re-establishing
115,000 Jepanese evacuees from the military zone, the new govern-—
ment agency was concerned,during the first quarter year of its
existence, primerily in providing places where the evacuees mght
live and work in relative seclusion pending development of order-

l. Excerpt from an eppeal for cooperation in obtaining evae-
cuee labor of Japanese ancestry from the Centrzl Utah relocation
project to help rélicve the shortage of help on Utah farms mede
on Feb, 28, 1843 by Governor Herbert B. Maw. ¢
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ly plans for their relocation into normal stream of American life.

Its o}iginal program of resettling of evacuees did not gain
momentum from Tule Lske Relocation Center until early this year.
Yet, the bulk of the resettlers has been younger evacuees of
Group B as indicated in the age-group chart of the Project popu-

lation below.

AGE GROUPS OF Tt EVACUEES IN THE TULE LAKE PROJECT

(based upon the population total of approximately 15,000)

A. 35% of population....essecessssssss. tinder 18 years of age
B. 28% of populatioNeeee.creessssessss..between1s o 30 yoars
; of age.
a. 1/2 of this gr-
Oup are women.

C. 37% of populatiONe.eseswescssesnenssOV8r 30 yoars of age
a. ecomyozed mostly
of issel
b. 1/2 of this group
is over &6 years old.

4 quick glance of the chart weuld show that Group = cowprises
less than a third of the total population. Various Taetors con~
tribute to why the resettlement progran hzs been slow to affect
the general Tule Lake Projeet popuiation. To present a few:

e Most of the employment ofTered are for single per=-
sons who arc inclined to be nore adveaturous than family
men. Family men cannct suprort their families on wages
offered to a gingle person. Single persons or married
couples have a certasin freocdom of movement and sre not
hzmpered by the high cost of living as femilies are.

® A third, of the Projsct population is those
who ere under 18 years of age. Beccause of their youth,
their plens for relocation are frowned upcn by their
parents. This disapproval may cpply also to a good num-
ber of single girls sbove 18.

-3 A strong fesling exists among a large nunber of evg-——
cuces of a hope to returan to their former homes on the
Pacific comst. j - ;
© Types of employment offered are not suitable for

Japanese evacuees. There axists a notion in the commu-
nities cutside that the evacuees are only adaptable to
gardening and domestic works. Project's population in-
cludes a considerable number of people trained as sten-
ographers, mechanics, shop andg mill worksrs, laboratery
technicians, nurses, accountants, and many others with
equally developed skills. :

® Some have been embittered and disillusioned by the
unfair treatment of being evacuated from their homes.

Fear. The fear of public reaction to unfavcrable
war news; the "publicized high cost of living; fear of
racial antagonism; and other aspects that must be consi-
dered when 1living in the outside make the camp appsar
more abttractive. , :

L To many of the evacuees, especially the older issei
z \uggpulation, the Projeet has become their "home™. T H_g?;

would ratiier stay in the Project with their families andg

friends instead of venturing cut into mew and s trange

comaunites which may be hostile, and face an uncertain

future. They prefer to remain in camps where they are

sure of getting three meals a day and a place to sleep
.. @as wards of the government.

The ..R.A., according to its policy of encouraging the reset-
tlement of the evacuees, is continually simplifying the procedures
for relocation. To a great degree, the. "red tape® of waiting for
the approval of the leave clearance and of the indefinite lsave
has been done aviay. What took months to accomplish. can now be
executed in g matter of days, and the applicant for a job sub-
nitted through the '.R.A. Relocstion field ofiice can le ave
for the new job as soon as he eecepts the job..end receives his
travel permit.

To assist prospective resettlers, the WRA has established re-
loeation field offices in various paerts of the United Stetzs.
The function of the field office of the WRA is to cxplors the-em-
ployment possibilities, %o assist the loeal civilian ageneies,
committees on resettlcment, and to forward job offers direcetly to
the Project Directors in the campse. :

Recently it hazs become possible for evaocuces with limited funds
to accept jobs they may have turned down if it was not for the
new WRA policy of providing finences for the traznsportation snéd
the initiel living expenses. The fincneisl essistance is ren~
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dered by the WRA in the form of cash grants made befors the time
an evacuee leaves the Projsct.

To further assist the reszttlers the WRA will’ aid in their
housing »roblems. The National Hous1ng agency has established
War Housing Centers whers new arrivals are given information on
the avaijable living guarbers. '

If the resetiler should be faced with a problem much too big
for him %o cope with, the facilities of relief and of the
welfare agencies are open to him and finausgial assisbtance may
be obtained. And so, in ¥%hic manner, the WRA is doing more
than just encourazing resettlemsnt by sseing to it that the eva-
cuee is given a fair chance to -adapt himself in his new envirom-
mente ,' : i

Cooperating with +the YRA amd faciliteting the zTes
progran are various organizations--The Cormittee on Rvsettl mvnt
of Japanese, the JACL, the Dretrrer and the Friends Hostels, the
American Civil Liberitieg Union, the Churches, ths Fellowship of
Reconciliation, the American Friends Serviecs ommittes, the Y,W
Celiey Y.K.C.A., etc. These organizations ere werking for the
evacuees by raising funds, securing employment, groviding loans,
oizarlng legal advices and sid, and by GﬁuCaJiLg the. public as
well as the evacuees themselves. ; '

The sugar best workers have play red a conSpicuous'gart'in the

esettlement program. Although they did not go out for permanent
relocation, the beet workers have proven to the American coamuni-

@ 5¢ _,-ttle LS

ties with which they came in contact thatdll the Japancse in ‘the

Unlted States do not deserve the suspicion and distrust that were
attrivuted to them . :

The living conditions ané the wages of the agricultruel wor-
kers have improved in most cases since the initial recruiting.
A Sugar company was ntaking a wiss step by 1n"1t1n0 representa-
tives...t0 make a tour of the intermounta in region. Ia this man-
per the terms and conditions undsr which workers will come can be
explained by the leaders when they return. ‘Thus there will bhe
less disputes about the so-called misrepresentations as to living
conditions and so forth." 1

On the whole, the resettlers are being well received. By the
initiative and actions of the evacuces themselves, sentiments
have been improved ib communitics where they vere at Ilrst not
well received. .

uof course vuere are chlolors, lubCth and ulvcdpuc—

» o ; : 3 B0
who ere onlj toe w1llln5 to exp;01t evacuce lgbor.

‘emplo*ers,.uccordlnb to the recoris, appear te toink
had purchased title to chattels when they hired eva-.
labor from the 1 a7 ey protested.;when workers left

their e'“*\lw becau _they were: overworked. But the

handling of +nbu ersonal problem, and, :although
: 'm'zed for a waile, not a single one
: he difficulty in righting

3 ”

5 ?an;crs to tuv “%*lovers ?ﬁd

a “1su.
er & short

esettlers represe:
do and how they =2
those both in and outside of
is Telt that those of
their own two feet z2nd att
in' socicby...%0 recall some
end to share and to couatribute in
this, their country.
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may be forced to apositic eonomic and culbural in-
feriority, and no poli uld more seriously threaten
the long-term future o { panese group ian this coun-

morale of the entire Japanese~American
4nd older €vacuee, in a let-
the hardshins of his Present
oncludes that the really »ressing problenm
education of the young people.,

A very large number of studeats have indicated their desires
of coatinuing their education in spite of the disruption in their
lives Dbrought about by tae evacustion. kost of the nisei stu-
B are e&ble to pay oanly a part of tis financial costs of the

inere are two reasons for the financial difficulties:

suffered the loss of business znd income through
evacuation. 2 The overwiclming wajority of studonis have at-
tended State Colileges or Junior Colieges in «<est Coast States
where their fathers' taxes coversd the costs of tuition. There
is tue necessity of paying out-of-siate Tees.
Organizations Aiding Student Reloca

4~ nisei who wishes to go to a college and lacks the Tunds need
not be perturbed for there are various organizations and friends
willing to render them finesncial azid. The fetional Student Relo-
cation Council in a form letter to the "Japanese™ students en-
couregingly writes. ,

"Te'll be glad to heve you write us there (the new
office in FPhiladeiphia) end briang us up to date on your
Plans end »roblems end finences. Insufficient funds
should not discourege you. Ho metter how little, or how
mich money you have, We nesd exact and un-to-date in-
formetion to work on." . ’

The schools themselves encourea.c studeats by offering scholer-
ships, omission of fees, and work ovportunities although they
sugZgest thet cne should have enousgh funds for at least a year and
not depend entirely upon schiolarsinips and woric.

In the Tule Lake Project itself there are several groups aid-~
irg student relocation. The Student Caristian Associationwho-

open to anyone interested in nigher education is
maling cntects with the SCA s in the many collezes, and notify
ing the colliege to which & risei student is relocating from the
rrcject  and asking the SCA to invite him, or her, into their as-

is.

socigtion. It-is extremely gratifying to a new student indg
strange college, in a new enviromment surrounded by strangers,
tC be cordially invited by them to join their activities.

Together with the Church Seminar group, the SCA has been spon-
soring a series of forums on the problems pertaining to the gap~
anese in the United States in order to acquaint future resettlers
with the problems they may face in their new enviromment.

Sponsored by the Union Church is the Tule Lake Reloecation Lo2n
Fund vhich is open to anyone for student or cecupational reloca-
tion. The Fellowship ef Reconeiliation Travel Loan Fund offers
loans for paying the travel expensex for the student and employ-
ment resettlement. : ;

Then, there are denomingtional scholcrships and loans, the
World Student Service Fund, and the friends, both perscnal and
strangers, mst not be forgotten.

These are but a few of the organizations enabling deserving
nisei students to relocate and to further their edueation in the
preparation for the period aftsr this great, dsstructive war.

’ Students accepted by a college or who have some
i other reloeation opportunity:
I

Known to have arrived and thus definitely réIOCated..SBl
Have recently received their leaves and travel

pesmits and may or may not nave arrivedecssvececssns.189
In the works in Washington and in Philadelphige.ess..134
Temporarily postponed (because we have lost con-

tact witl: them, because their parents object to

their going because the community has turned

sour or the college has changed its mind, or be-

cause the college has not been cleared for stu-

dent relocation.............;...................,....117

Total of above g
Sfudents walting For placement.c.ceasvionsyiracnsvonslid3

Tetal number of students who have applied to date...2814

From the National Japanese fmerican Student Relocation
Council as of April 15, 19473,
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There, are people who are friends of the Japanese in this coun-
try and 40 care for them. Tt is up to the evacuess to relocate
themselves: and to prove +o them, their friends, ang tc those who
do not know the Japanese, of Jepanese zncestry are hu-
man and nct  the ruthlass Dbt 3 propagarda depicts them tc
pe—-~that they can beccre i part of the American social
pattern.

A relocated nisei girl .rites that she is "leading thc 1life of
an ordinary American ecitizen and would recommend tC anyone with
intention cf leaving tc co SO without hesitaticn.™

A student at Baker University in Kansas writing t0 his friends

80y
Loowy,.and fella I'm getting to Imow whet Christiancfsl-
lowship re=ally can be like. P=eople really 1Ireat me

nice and ther: hasn't been ope bit aof offencive action

toward me." 3

From a Caucasian student's viewpoint concerning the niseirstu-
dent:

wIim happy to say that ajpurently these

dents have become a rcal integral part

body. Severai Lave been elected TO Ccaulpus

1ave achieved high scholastic records. They

pected and liked Ly vie majority of other studcais."

One can gquote leiters and reports from tue relocated, itelling
of the. wonderful treatment they are getting,  but ef courss it
would be .illogical tO jump t0 a conclucion irom just rvading thei
that everytning is just wdandy". It 1is not altogether sc. A
great deal of inconveniences &nd harcshins have been gxperiencad
by niseil students in new environments somewhas foreigu to the..

\ ——Wiiliam Osuga

o s, Illincis, is a smzll town of scme 8,000 inhabi-
ihtv;nts, vbout 17 miles from MJindy City". Trains from Chicago,
Hf or on their way to Chicago, come zooming through +this town
t“#1ike stratosphere bullets, leaving in thelir wake, newspapars
flying irn the air, and a cloud of dust.

~Hosf of tha ‘Irkotitonts of Des Pleoincs havo mewer hecord of
the Jepansse evacuation from the Pacific Coaste. ifost of the in-
habitants, too, have never seen a Jeponess American in their’ life
until some five evacuses came to this town to resettle.

The five evacuess in this town are all employees of the
Photo Serviece, Inc., wihich takes in stuff for both "idonkey Werd®
and Ssars Roebuck. Some of them are maintenance men; others are
dopers and developers. LOst of the evacuees here find the inha-
bitants of Des Plaines very sociable. In the neighboring town of
Park Ridze, thers are only two nisei, Mr. and Mrs. ¥Yeiji Kono,
formerly of Fresno, California, and lately of the Jerome Reloca—
tion Center, Denson, Arkansas.

wr. Kono 1is employed with the Superior Type Compeny in Chi-
cago, a notional defense jobe

The evacuees employed in the Tmoto =eryice, ey trsiundow
stending orders not to cligue together, but to mix as much as
possible with their fellow American workers.

The people in the plant are very friendly, and ¢vacuces are
invited to their homes for various occasions~-parties, dinnerses

ves Plaine
ta a
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After the ™tremendous, stupmendous® experience of evacustion,
it's kind of a let-down to the. average evacuee to come into g
town like Des Plaines, where the people are so indifferent and so
busy going about their daily business. They are more snxious to
tell you aboubt their troubles, or experiences with rationing ,
priorities or points, than to listen to your story of the evacua-
tion.

But to the average e€vacuee, who has been reading the "Paci-
fic Citizen® too long, it's something of a great’ pleasure to come
into a community like Des Plaines to find that the. people are not
hostile, or ready to drive you out of town, but are very friendly
and courteous,: e |

Uf course, too, there are some people wno mistake you for a
Chinsse., The other day, we went into a shoemaker shop to have
our shcoe repaired. We sterted ¢ waik out of the skop without
getting our ticket. The proprietor of the shop called us back
and said, Mo tickee, nc washse.n

The next day, when we returned, he indulgently smiled at us
and said, "Eow's business?" We said, "I work in the Photo Ser-
vice.® He said, "Ch" with wide-eyed wimder, "1 thousght you work-
ed across the street,"--meaning in the Chinaman’s laundry.

There Lave been no unpleasant experierces sinee comimg here.
Howsver, once while crossing a lot with soms little boys in it,
they yelled ot us, "Chinga-longal Hongel"

Peopls in the Mid-West have not been conditicned to the
"Great Yellow Peril" as have the people on the lest Coast. Henesg,
once they get to lmow you, they treat vou just as anyone else.
You eat a% the same dinmer table, you go out with them and you do
everything except sleep with them. : ; :

~-Joe Oyama




THE 13511 . ,
. The Japanese imuigration-to the Uliited States is a receat one
corparsd to otker raeiel mmd national migrations to this country.
The original settlers still make up = majority of the zdult popu-

lation of Japznese-lmericans. Their youth, the period of cultur-

gl determinition, wus speat in Japan. Although they raother guick-
ly adjusted themselves economically, became useful and law-abid-
ing meisbers of society, they did mot grestly chcage their eultur-
al pettern. They retcined thaeir languege, thoii religisn, their
manners, ond other parts of their socicl heriteze. Tiis is not
unlike other immigrcnt groups but beeome

ccuse of certain otbther factors. Tas Jupusness cultulsc ®as noro
divergont from the prodomincting Jestern culture, wnd then logal
cnd socisl discgiminction on tha West cucet caused thom o clust-

or together for mutucl aid aad for socicl intoreoursc. Evecua- .

tion into reloecation centuras hos further nnriowed the Jmerican
contrcts for these older poople and will cdi to the dillticulty of
pulturcl doptation to ‘morvican S

THE NISEI N 5
oy gencrriion, ' nised 2 product of two cul-

A
Toung

20

4
turss: their home ‘bockground heoir dmericin eaviromment. -
For the rro.t mejorit:, the Jmerican eulturc is tho stronger in~
flucnco,. - Their oducction, thoir-octupastioni’ contects, their re-

ervetion PRal.  inelinc im thet dircetion. - .is theoy meturc, thoy

reclize thet their chonces  for heppincss wnd suceess in this
SGRUAT LY. L] inerewstG. by thc cxtent of their cdjustment to it.

Is fochy -3n ﬁhe;r”anxiety to be émericcn, they tend to tarow

1o » 3 P 45 .
ovbrbnrrd some of the fine elements of Jupcnese culture.

o
P N e

The cultural diffecrence ﬁetwaén ger.erations naﬁﬁféilj creates
some disscusion, . .although the Japsncse gqueality of ‘parental
loyalty which hos been instilled by home training prevents the
gep from becoming tco wide. Life in & rulocation caizp has been
éspecially hard on the nigei from a cultural standpoint.. It has
sharpened some of the differeaces .and made the coaflict more
overt. Then too, they have been thrown lnto intense contact with
more Jepanese background when most of them were strugglingito
free themselves from it. Also they had to give up the occupations
and contacts that-were helning them to a more complete Americani-
zation. What is even harder to overcomc is the brand, "Japanese",
which has Deen -put on them by the mass evacuation and the war
psychosis when they rightly considered themselves Americans. It
has been an important factor in turning the faces ef  some . away
from Zmerice; it has disheartened others; but to the great ma-

'jbrity, efter t emporary discoursgement, it has been a challenge

to prove their real ftericanisi.

1TRE. KIBE) o e d i
The kibei, Jmerican born Japanese who have rceturned to Jepan
for cducs ion, present aspecizl cultural problem. iowever, their
‘numbers arc reletively " smoll. Depeading upon the number'of9yéérs
of foreign study, they find their difficultics of cdjustment %o
Amcrican -culturc incroesed, and during the war thoy arc especicl-
ly apt to be: confused. Tuey ere Amcricon citizens cad yot mdy
differ morc dulturclly from thc nisel then the nisei do-from
scuecsien Americans. Duse to their ducl cultural'traiﬁing, they

.Nave the opportunity to mske =n outstonding contribution to the
. Jrponese in ~meorice.and to all Americans by making possible to a

greater extent the fusion of the cultures. | : fd

THE PROBLEM OF CULTURAL ASSIMILATION

From the foregoing summary, it can be seen that this questicn
of ecultural conflict 1is not just a Japanese problem; it -is an
Imericen problem. imerica has faced similer situations many

imes before. In fact, there is no ‘American culture except as.a
rich blend of contribution from many lends and peoples. Ve can-

“not afford to let a wear involving Zmerican ideals distort eur

thinking in regard to the very basis upon wh;chuthis,pounmfy;has
been built. Culturel assimilation of“the Jabanese-Americéns is
the job of all of us. --Arthur Rgmey
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0o ; . ax l;‘_r’her-a are two terms in Jepcncse thot are used to distinguish

o U ' the Aamerican-born from the Japan-born Jepsnese in Americe.

8o i ‘ We who were born and rearcd in this country are ealled nisei,

Yon . : daKl S it i ‘ me ening second generction. Though we may not alffer apprecicbly

: S R S _ in our outwezrd appeerance, our cttitude toward meny things is o8

600’ : : g 1 differcnt as cre black ond white. Our poronts, the issei, treined

S0 - A - : SEE R ? from birth ian +their life et home, school, and work, in the age

: : : e e » : : old-customs of Japan, frequently cannot understsnd the nisei who

400 were Dborn and raised in America much as arve other boys and girls
300 A% ' : : ‘ in this country.

3 | The most ncticeable difference is in our speech, for the lang-

uages of Jepan and America are so dissimilar thet fluency in both

: tongies 1is quite uncommon; and because language is o utmost im-

ottt ; w’ : porvence 1in the +transmission of idsas, the inability to use a

"\GE o 4 & 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 £ .- a7 ‘ﬂ; 3 - # & ?”;{_ 76 8c 84 | commmon language 1is perhaps the most formidable cultural barrier

between the issel and - nigei. vWe try to correct the Englisn dictim
TULE LAKH 20T AT (L . oA bl - g
L & PROJECT POPULATION AGE-GRUUP SUI and gremmer O our parents, but with very poor results. Our par-

120-0 g I c : ; ents in turn often send us to Japanesc language schools hoping
1 i 2 { fo 4 | that the schools might succeed in giving us fluency in their lan-
co MALE : Re ‘ guage, but most of us, up‘tv veral years of schooling, seldom

200!~

i
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}

Ioo

SCY
lcoo— : - : ‘learn %0.use Japanese with facility. People often remerk in their

J§ ohL conversations, L een't i’izzd words to express what I feel and
9co FEMALE ¥ : % . | literally the caso between issei and nisd
8co , — - : - . i heir yday 1ife The army intelligence school, in trying
7oo : o ' : ructor: among the nisei, learaed to thelr surprise
: aem could reedor write the Japanese languzge.

boo ! ‘ o barriers exist not only in lzngucge bv’c in meny other cus-—
o AR AR B FINI N { : and ~they are only slowly rcmoved. Twenty yoars. 830,ths |
; 1ss'J1 considered the Imerican form of ballroom dencing a most un-
; , rableform of rocreation. "Iimegine, a2 young man's arm encir-
300 R Ladi gl ; | & cléd avout your daughtor's weist, and in public tool™ Suech com~ -
: ¢ s were frequently heard emong parents. But oceasionslly some

the more. daring yousng zisei would sponsor & dance, perhaps

PN (8

4oc

2c0

lco : e : e ¥ T 9 ) once on  Fourth of July and &gain on Mcw Year's Eve, and these
; / i o Tk ; events would be well attended by dance-loving boys snd girls who
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would always arrive "steg", and return home Ystez", Hovevear,
cfter every "effoir" the local Jopancse pepers would strongly re-
primand the wild nisei in their editorials. .

" Within ten years we saw the sons and daughters of these same
editors on the dance floor; another two vears ad we saw their
parents.on the floor.

“GO - BETWEEN "

Can't vou imaging, then, the issei parents! dismay &t requests
from “young peéeople for simple weddings without expenéive'wedding
gowns, elaborate banquets, and “go-betwsens®. Among Jepanese
these things: are considered ipndispeanssble to ths well conducted
wedding, and especially does this attitude hold with regard to
the “go-between™.

In Japan when a young lady resaches the ripe age of say cight-
een without an offer of marriage, or a son is discovered to hawe
grown old as twenty-thres without heving found a suitable
mate, 1C  worried parents call ia thsir closest friend and asks
him %o do something sbout the situaticn. Does he now of some
young lady or youth from the sams profocture as thouisolves {and
this 1is quite importaut), with a similer educational background,
without any kinown horeditary illpesses? O©F ecurss, the girl
should know how to cuok and sew, uow hor mannsrs, ond show evi-
dence of making a good mother; the young man should be respoet-
able, have et 1leoest enough for e dowry, and preferebly be a
little brignt.

TWLE LAKE POPULATION AGE--GROUP SURVEY
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So with all these instructions whieh he clready knows ffég
past experience, the go-between inguires about until he mects an-
other person on the some mission. Only for the oppositec scx. Now
they compars notes, and if cverything scems all right, the par-
ents are told the good news. A meoting is arrengea for the young
couple where the prospective bride and greom meet for the first
time, or it should botter be gaid that they arc present in the
samo room for the first timc, for the blushing young lady never
raises her heod ond the bashful young man looks at everything out
the object upon whom he is to pass cpproval. The well-bred chil-
dren usually agree to marry the choics of their parents and gO~
between, and strange as it may seem, such marriages often prove
more lasting thanour "love at first sight" type of union.

NISEI BREAK AWAY

A Tfew nisel first broke away from this old custom. Now we
hear of courthouse marricges cnd even of elopements, and without

mey eye-brow raising or fainting parents.
"But these cultural confliets, these

g We 2lso come 1o realize that

iIf our perents show parental concern over our
towards concern fTor
from the parentzl impulse anywhere elss. If

where elss. It is on this common ground that cultursl eonflicts
are compromised aond gradually discppear.

FORCA HlGHER - CULTURE

Because the avercge of 1ssei is not agbout 50 to 55 years, it
will not be long before the issel generation discppears. The
cultural confilcts may then nd_iZEgé exist, but ths significant
things of life which the issel convey to us will remcin. If thers
are -things which we may think strange or wrong in Jrpanese cul-
4ure, there is also much that it has to offer in i?s_ca%m agd
guiet vay. It would be well for us niseil if we mignt }§her1t
their love of beauty in simple things und lsorn thelr patience.
If we should combine and temper these virtuss with those of our

Americon baekeground, I feel that o higher culture would evolve.
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Tl Lonst cud THind’

ARE: MNISEL - LOYAL. TO- U5

;r“}lck &t random cny cross-scetion of 110,000 people in the
i “ United States. You will find men, women, children of varying

kinds :nd occupatiohs, some alicns,most citizens, the groate-

*st majority loynl, some luke -worm, o fow uc+1velv di sloyal,
Those of Jepanese anczestry in the United States are such a group.
No onc cdoubts somc of them may be Passively or zctively pro-Jopn-
ncse. Thce Justice Departmont has interned 1 » 974 such suspected
irdividucls for the duration, along with 1, 448 Germons znd 210
Italia
«<-But for the groups cs 2 wholz, "“the loyalty of the overwhelm-
ing majority...has not bcazn wrloquw questionsd by informed por-
sm#." So states the Direcetor of the  Department of Justies 's
Alicn Enemy Control Unit. The Congressionsl Committoc investi-
gating Nationel Defense Migration, headed by 7 Reprasentative  John
Toclon, after hearing gll sides, corroboratcs this: "™ _ennnot
doubt, and everyonc is agrecd, that the nﬂdorlty of Japaonese cit-
izcns ond clicas ar: loyal to this country."™ The ¥War Rclocation
Authority's former diractor, Milten S. Eisenhower, brother of the
United Nations' commandsr in Horth Africz, rcportss
"I have visited with many pcopls, some of -them
tcchnieel experts in whom I have confidence. I would
say that from 80 to 85 pcr cunt of the niseci, who arc
Amcrican-born citizens of Japoncse desesnt and  who
have never bocn out of the United Statecs, arz loyal
tc the Unitcd Statos."  (Junc 15, 1942) 32
Many pcersons, such as racc-baiting Congressmen Mortin-TDics,
Lelond Ford and John Rankin, or sinders citizens mislc :d by racigl
propaganda, have questioncd the loyalty of the imerieans of Japa-
nese descent. Qut against thoir ill-informed opinion is the word
of President Rooscvult; Scerctary of lar Stimson; the War Rcloca~
tion. Authority's proscnt dircetor, Dillion S. Myvr:; Jumes C.Ba-
ker, Bishop of the Methodist Church for the California JArec)
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Lieutenant General Delos C. Emmons, comnanding geueral Hawaiian
Department, UV.S. A4rmy; the editors or Tirne; Ray Lyman Wilbur,
chancellor of Stanford University; H. C. ("Tom") Sawyer, former
netional vice-commender of +the JAmerican Legion; Avgust Voleer,
noted eriminoclogist and professcr of police administration at the
Universities of Chicazo end California; klonroe Z. Deutsch, vice-
president end provost at University of California; John Dewey,
philosopher; Professor ileinkold Miebuhr of Uaion Theological Sem-
inery; Chester Rowell, distinguished San Francisce newspeperman;
rrederick J. Koster, chairman, San  Francisco hepter of the
Red Cross. All these and many more testify to the loyalty of the
tyvical Americen-Japanese. ;

A United Press dispatch "of April 23, 1943 reporis that "ac-
cording to VRA tabulztions, 85 per cent of the total Japanese-
fnmericon ronulation is loyal to thi : A number =zre ork-
ing in war— industries; includi factories making bonbd
sights and others in airplane ] ; Thousands of American-Japa-

ving in ‘the ; more thousznds ars novw be-
The commande i battalion of these soldiers

®T1've aever hal nore *hclz-heartcd, smrlcuo—nlwd“ﬁ

co-operstion from any troops.’ 3
Tha-Woer Department says this is typical, and a War Department
statement a2dés: Arericans of . Japeness bleod...ore wented bcca%se
the governmept. znd the army are convinced of their loyalty."™ One
hundred secventy-five are glready on,sp;01al,m1531gns }n the South
Pacifie, ma2inly as interpreters. Others arc flghplng in that
in infentrv cormpenieg in North Africa, or behind the gus

y ===

boibing plsnas. Threc have beon QwCOquLd (These figures are

an
(S3al

as April 22, 1943.)

EREECT OF E\-’HCUQHUH MIRHNG

t, an interrogotion
to the unpaydoncble
ths zood zeputotion of
stigmatized. Tuus, it is quite eesy
and the feitnfulaess of the uisei &s

ust how loyel are thc nisei, is, I suspce

shich has long been in your minds. bue
\_/ dceds committed by a fow of the pisel
the nisei has been somewhat
to discern why the integrity
& whole have been questioned.

Just whet per cent of the nisei arc loyel and what percent
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are disloyal is a question which I can not accurately answer,
However, I am fully convinced that the vast majority ofthe nisei
are stavnch Americans, steadfastly and unmistakably loyal to
this nation which has given them end their parents so much. ' You
may inquire--what acout the other nisei--those who are disloy=1?
I would answer that question in this way. It is, undeniably,
true that as the result of this war a zreat chenge does éxist in
the hearts of a number of nisei. That a nurber of nisei have
lost faith in America is, also, true. It would be wronz to as-
sume, however, that these nisei.became disloyal because they were
in sympathy with the Japanese scheme of world conquest; or thas
these nisei have given their allegiance to the land of their an-
cegtors instdad of +to the country of their birth. -It would be
folly for e to assume that hidden in .the d=ep rccesses of the
heerts of those who have lost faith in democracy were sceds of
Anti-Americanism that nceded I the " clement “of war for the
seeds to blossom. No, the war was not the stimulus which prompt-
ed many of the nisei to lose their faith, if not permanently, at
least, temporarily in the goodness of American wey of living, and
in democracy. No, the war was not responsibiec Tor +the change of
hearts, for the loss of faith and love of country. No, the stim~
ulus was the evacuation. J

It was the eveacuation which wunjustly herded the nisei into
camps without trial and without justice that prompted many o
question whether this sort of thing was actually democracy in
action. It wzs the strange likcness to the Nazi technigue that
made many wonder whither goeth democracy. Tne evacuation was a
cruel, malevolent thing, utterly unnecessary. In its wake of
economic ruin, the evaeduction committed the very dastardly crime
of changing many loyal, good Americans into apatheiic, bitter,
questionsble fmcricans. It would be well to remember that the
thing which ¢aused™; Awny: to beecome “disloyal was not ths innate
predilection for Nipponism, for there is no such predilection
existing among the nisei. The czuse wes the evacuation.

I, honestly, belicve that thesc weyward children of Amcrica
can bc brought back to the fold ggein. I feel +that you ¢an do
much in the restoration of the faith of these, THE DISILIUSIONED,
by redeeming that which was lost through thc evacuation. It cen
be done through kindness, good-will, absence of racial discrimina-
tion, and the perfecting of democracy to sce the real demociacy

practiced. .+ =-=Frank Hijikata

This is o yen - retrospect of my 1ifs in this reldection cen-
ter.  Itimoy a narration commen to typical nisei-off-the-
street; .o brief 'sketch of how herezcted to the incredible new
environment on he barren,- dust-coked enclosure with thousands
of slont-eyed . meriecns like himself. _ ot

I ..was born: in S:cfamento,‘Califcrgig 2% yeaors agoe  Hy father
is a Joponese  immigrent who worked in the fruit orchards as a
farm laborer. I was sent to school with Chinese kids, Negro kigs,
Porduguese kids,. blonde kids and kids of all c¢olors and nation-
alities. 4s I grew " older I became conscious of ny race and my
social contazet became mors and mors confinsd with people of my
OWIl Taces

My <father scroped enough money tolserd me to University of
California. There, my future outlool was o dilemma. I changed my
course frequently o fit the narrow pattern of nisecits ecdnomic
statuse. :

Evacuation came ‘as a relief to. my post-graduate worries, but
its ecffeet was a2 death-blow to any aspiration I may have had.
I'm locking ochead to resettlcement with a mixed reeling of hope
and doubt. : :




T NOV. 25,1941 MIDNIGHT COFFEE

It was my turn to cock tonight.
every other night and the  guys in tbs dorm arz starting to kick.

Feeding five hungry ccllege
boys 1is not an sasy task.
They eat 1like Dbears and
fuss like mules.

Yesterday Mrs. HMiller

aid me 2 dollar for clean=
ing her basement, and I fi-
gured on going to Campus
Theater o0 see a picture,
but Sumiots brother, il-
oa“+ cams up from Saera-
mento to visit us for the
weekend. ile made some cof-
fee gnd "bull sessioned"
till one. 41 said he was
still working in the coun-
try pruning grapks. It?s
a nlty, a brilliant gradu-
Bte Tridn ’0no~aesr1ng liks
him® couldn't get a decent
job simply because he is
a "Jip".

I went to bed wondering
what I was doing in col-
leges Haybe it wus becauss
I didn't have anythimg to
do after high scheool. ‘But
someone said college wos a
sound investment.

DEC.3,1942 “HASHING”

¥e're having hamburgsr zlmost

Lnlversitj's Bureau of Cccupation éalled ne up and asked nme if
I wznted to "hzsh® ot 2 Phi Gomma banguet party tonight. The fra-

territy was inviting a nalgrborlu, serority over. They were wil- -
hour plus dinner and corfare o B head

1ling tc pay me :50.cents an

Ed ~ the money badly, so I ook the Job. “Why is my father 80 late

with my monthly allowences?

h well, I canit azsk 00 much of

. ; 8.

him. - I  feel 1like a parasite llving 5 %3 the meney he sweated Zn
the: asparagus field.)
. Gad, the banqust w=s swank{ The cbeds_cams with their boy
friends in breeth-taking evening gowns, perfuming the whole placse.
We served the eptrce in a dimly lighted dlnlng hail and they ate
luxuriously.:

After the dinner, they retired to the living room where they
smoked, sang and danced to sentimentel recordingse. Few couples
lingered in +the gorden. I dropped in intermittently to serve
drinks. The girls were tall,.slim and extremely beautiful. In
the kitchen, plenty of untouched and perfsctly good foods were
dumped into +the garbage and thrown away. I took a piece of pie
and some slices of roast besefhome to the gang

Gee, I wish I was born o "hakuiin" and lea to live in a fro-

ternity.

DEC. 6,194 MID-TERM CRISIS

mid-term 1is coming next week. I'm cramming like heck and to-
night I sat up late reviewing my notes. I shouldn't have left
everything up to the last minute. I'11 probably flunk my poly
sci.

The student elub is putting on a dance a week following the
mid-term, but where in the heck can I get a date? Ratic of nisei
goeds to men is slmost 5 to 1 on the campus, and even the homeli-
est girl can be choosey as to whom she goes out with. I like to
«sk Vuri but most 1likely every Tom, Dick and Iiarry have asked
her. Shats plenty good-lockinge. I saw her this afternoon at the
Boneroft book store. She stopped, smilsd and said,"hello®. I
felt good 211 day. ,
DEC 7,194 SUNDAY

I nad -intended to goto the library and study for the mid-term.

Vhile prewarlub an early lunch of rice ond szusages, Hirc tore in-
0 the kitehen and unceremoniously cnnounced that Japanese planes

were bombing Fonoclulu.

®'hat are you trying to do, scare us?" asked I ‘iyoshi Mano who

munched his sandwich complacentliy.

~ M w forget it," scid Jesse, #radio mUSt have besn misinformed.
Tt ‘could have  been some sort of targst pr;cplcu. You'tve heard

of the army dropping bombs into volcanos.® .-
Radio literally kept on humiing 2ll afternoon on the latest
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report from Hewaii.

i staved home all day unable to study, to thlnk clcarlv as to
what happened. My mind is in g state of total confusion. What
about my future plans? What's to become of us?

JAN 3, 1941 - EHE: LABOR | CAMP

Events have. béen moving so repidly, my mind is hopelessly mud-
dled. It wcs hard to tear myself avay from the sheltered clois-
ter of Berkeley hills when the fail semester ended. Put T had to
Join my father here in a labor camp on the San Jomguin river del-
ta to ‘learn enough ioaey at ¢easv for my tuition. With cirew
stance as it is, I don't know whether I should g0 back to scaool.
The future'is horiibly blacke® out and I ecannot ilndbmy per-
spective. :

The célory packing shea vhicre we comaute everyday is too aaxnp
to-suit me and I have caughi a cold which I haven't ‘besn able t
rid for a week, I feel miscrable physis aily 28 Weil gs msa%ai}y:

. Ye .have begen at war with Jopasn for & whole month mow end o
news commentator over the rodio 'is oxcitedly reportizg the ac-
g of the swift drive of the Japancss wnr mefisea dowvn the
Philippine archipslago. Alsc listening intently te the radic of
the. vicious onslaught of their native 0“1““7 erg goms Filipino
lshorers 1lying in their individuel bunks under +%he sgame roof.

They erseqgguiet but cursing under theix trﬂ"*Z 5
The labpor crew here 'consists eguclly of Jepenese and Filipiros

gnd 13y cousin's wife 1s doing the' cookingi There kaove - haen n

eutburst 0f physical or verbal viclence e&lthouzh ¢ for Japones

houg sge
residents in nearby Stockton were slain by hysteria intoxicated
Pilipinos. Japesnese store wiandows were gsrached after dark. I
don't think there will be any trcuble here 'cause ihe Japa =
and. the Filipino foremen have made an understanding to discoursage
any discussicn of the war. : i Y. = ' ' :

The other night, a Filipino, whom I have worked with befors,
took me into StoeXton and treated me to a movie at Fox California.

After e supper of chow mein, we returned %o camp. We refrained—-

from any seriocus conversation. : o

-Letters-to-the-Editors in many of ' the coast newspepers are -

advocating that 211 Japanese in this country should be "steril-

ized" o*r"t““ofn intc the sea." These intolerant outbursts make

;

me wolided if  the American people ers losing their sensc ol feir-
play end humen decency. !
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MAR. 3. 1942 ¢ "1 TOLD YOU 50" .

"I told you so! O01d man Kewashimeleered at me, baring . his
ugly yellow teeth. The weassled o0ld issei wiped his nose with
his hand and brushed it on his only khaki trousers which he wore
invariably even in town. :

"You nisei are & week spineless bunch,™ he chided. ."You boast-
about your ecitizenshir, vyour rights and loyalty but 1look vhat
hajpens. The government is going to throw you into internment
caaps with the rest of us like sheep and cattles, and you still
talk about faith in American democracy. Why do you keep oh kid-
ding yourself?" o 8

I wanted to tell the o0ld fossil to go lay & brick egg, but I
sulked away with my soul half-crying, half-weeping becausel
wanted so much to keep faith. I see no logic in nqv1ng to  sue
re&der‘mJ freedom:
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MAR 30,1942 CUR

Thls curfew business 1is terrlble. .I 'can't go to.:shows, I
can't.go to'dances. I can't go anywhere, not even to .next door

e e et cors
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to play, bridse \
mo top. fhi s, air raid lr piice is8 géing on eglmost

T've draped all the windows and am studying by the

of candies. Curfew prevents me I[rom going to

night. '

APR: 3. 1942 - FOR A BETTER WO RLD

The wearv chimes of the Carpanile hes bonged  out 1t" final
notes and the Berkeley nhills gre guiwf acd dark beneatiz a star~
lesp skys. I am sitting at my desik t?‘lnr.io Zrasp the eonfusion
that seathes in my siad lile & nightmare. i : '

What has tie fuwure in store for me? Jhat is cemp life going
te be like? e s : : .

The lester I wrote to The Daily Qalgf;rnian, %0 my surprise,
eame out in bold prlnt with & box. . It -was. g 1i tile note Ivmote

during lunch hour. Mrs. Sno ook {wiem I befriended and pumained &

stavnch Friznd dnnnb ny ¢ollege years) sci&:taﬁt atl the Cauce-
sisn employses of tha Tinivergity wers touc“«d shan tRor vead it.
Tt moved her:  2specislly beczuse she kaeW mo sevgsnsdis. There
were tears in hur eyen. 1 didn't think a llt 15 aote 3ike thet
would have that much effect. ~ ¥ wr'*e.__ &

wFellow Caiifornians: It is Ohay 8’ Lo wasis, if not
Geys, that we will be ‘asied to lsave -’,’-“’x, o %%m&,
ghool. f & gt

nIEte difficult. o sidesion’ that %8&13’ﬁ2¥hin us
ag the thought of 1°evzn; ..f v suries upon us. ¥e don't
vaat to leave it. Yei, V‘. v in way n':~ sacriizcea 7ill

aave to be mads of ever"oaa...aaﬁrLf ings we love dearly.
#rnierance, Justice an A more words. . We have

felt their warmnsss ners on tny camnu» even after they heve .been

plinded by hatred and digtrust  elsewhere. We firm 1n the
conviction that demoeracy is not dead.
"ie konow buat & bevter world, a better under taudln, among
will be wxecrested from the preseant confusior
e niet on g |
,ﬁ"fs k" DIRE want - ome back and be ableto
i i outr ho.el®

16,1942
Waleria Assembly Séad is ereeted on & cow pesturs, a stone
throw from the Ouusk ¥ of the eity oi Sacramento. A4l pight, I
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love to watch the city lights illuminate the sky pale yellow.

Although camp facilities are crude, we are provided with only
the barest essentials, but the place is better thon I expected it
would be. The treatment is humane and I beliesve the WCCA men are
trying to moke us as comfortable as possible. I hate to be in
thair shoss. %

I'm maybe so impressed because I'm accustomed to living 1in
f£ilthy camps while working in the fruit orchards. -But it sickens
me inside to wetch women and children standing in line at the
mess hglls with the wind and the dust blowing in their faces.

e kids are having a jitugrba" session next. door aond th: en-
tire barrock is vibrating with the noise

.T%m having lots of fun running tho camp's mimeographed news
sheet, Mialerga uﬁsﬁ", 1th the assistance of Toko Fujii and Mary
Hosokowa. Toko gcoviriag sports ond linry does all the typing
on my "portablo“.

JUNE 21,1542 MOVING AGAIN

I've been h> il Ye rg for less than a month, but I'm pack-

8 &)

e

ing up mwy worldly po sgions to move ogainme I'm .getting tired
of poeking and rsepa :' 14 gow, theytll put us in a plaee a%
least semi-psrmonent. 10 sive me o semnse of self-posscssion.

I hear Tule Lake is u« barren dosert and I wonder how long I
could bear llv1nv on a plucs like that. My mind is numb towards
any long rJAbV plicas of the iutar» My only pressnt conceri is
my bodily confort.

JUNE 26,1942 SECTIONALISM

Vhen I i;r.t walked into The Dispateh office asrly this week
to inquirc about job, the rsception was thot of peaceful hos-
tility. I fult the iciness of scetionalism bornc ugainst me sim-
phrbcm@“ I ron the "Walerga Wasp" boek in Saeramsnto. hat
aetunlly provokcd catogmism was the mistuke I made 1n writing a
lztter to Fraonk Tanabe, pregent cditor of The Dispatch, asking if
the  "Wasp® men being removed to Tule Lake aheed of me could be
given o chance on the paper

he "Dispatchers", wholly nisei from Orcgon and YWashington,
miseonstrucd it as owr intention to take over the. papeT.

I finally got a job as a featurs cditor today through the ef-
fort of Harry Maysde, Asst. director of Recreation dopartment.

: Bofore I ezms here, I had the pre-conceived notion that nor-
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thern nisei would be M"snooty" and condesconding. Stanley, who
was transferred sarlier, wrote to me that givrls went to drnces
with %igp heels. He udd.d that he wes having difficulty getting

ng with them.

T3= whole picturs is too ger llzed. The northerners regard
us as rowdy and ill-momnered. eccuse we were tonned bronze un—
der tht naked sun in the molj centers, we ore called "Cali-

888
fornia niggersh. 1 ¢an ren dily Tecognize a northern girl by her
pals white complexion. It  see
nore fumericnnized bécause the
Japeness ¢ulonics back home.

¥Wnut I resgent wmost is that they came hers first =nd got all
the good jobs. But I feel that as long os ell oF us ars going %o
live hers together there should be n¢ rocm for pet by differences.

ms cppurent that theyire generally
¥ did not live in congregations of

IRty 19 12  NEW SIGNIFICANCE
I have en indifferept towyrds weligion, in fact,skep-
tiezl. 1£=r I was in town, I Had copestivad chareh s = socid
center tor exchonges of current possips.
Religion gained o new signifisencs im ny 1ifs; e brighter out-
look into the futurc.
This morning, having nothing bettor $0 do, I desided to citend
servics oopducted in one of the empty berracks. There werents
] %0 wccownoawto evaryope; e brought their own
olding eh: 1r%, and somg brought ompty ecrmes. I stocd in the
atk leaning pani st ths well listeniqs 0 Reve Toncbels sermon.
There renH the cusvomwrv Tlowers and the elgborate altar.
The minister stood with e bible in his hend bofore o group of
carncet young faces and presentsd his scermon sleoquently from the
heart. The simplicity of it 211 reminded me of = story I once
rcad of foriorn travelers knesling cond proying in the wilderness.
I .felt God very closs 1o noas :

AUG .25, 1942 DUSTSTORM

Today is . no day for anyone to be outside. The sky is bleak
and overcast. The wird is relentlessly blowing and churning up
the loosc ground ond no nock or creviece is immune to the ubiqui-
tous dust. !

I came home from work znd found the room gritty and filthy

with grime. Povider white dus+ had sifted through the edges of
windows ond settled on the bed, the shslves, the books and all

>
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the clothings hung on nails. : -
“ The dust disgusts and sickens me inside. One sleeps and eats
with dust. : 3
“No one acts human in a duststorm. Like animals, all evacuees
seek shelter and all estivities come to a standstill. Human re-
tionalization is blotted out and all minds are assailed hlth ran-
cor and hatred. :
- It's only forbunate t'iat these cduststorms are saoradlc and are
usually accompanied by refreshing rainfells. The ground herdens
and evacuees return to normal routine.

AUG, 29 1942 STORY OF A STARRY NIGHT

The U.C. Club presented its first dance last night at Bloek 7
mess hall. FHardly knowing any of the girls in the neighborhood,
T mustered emough courage to ask one if she would go with me. She
s=id she would.

I wore my loud sports jacket. I didn't have enything else to
tenr. She looked pretty 1in her yellow dress and I fumbled for
soncthing tovsay but I just eimply sqid she "looked nice."

Mas Sakads, Bugenc Ckade, Seine Hayashi and the rest of the
I imew in Berkeley spent the afternoon sweeping :and pol-

fellows :
the linoleum rloor. We strung the bare rafter with blue

ishing
and §51a crepe papers and sttempted to maiie the dining hall as
presentable &s ypossible for dancing purposes. For musie, we
rented a portable public address system.

We @anced fox trots and waltzes all evening and there were so
many new Taces to meet. One heartening thing about canme lif? is
that I'm meking more acquaintances. Eventually, there's bound to
be some ;f;ct;uﬂ in & closely knit community such as this.‘ g

The young girls in the block, Wartha, Zdna, Edith, Meriko),
Ai“o, are working in the mess hell as waltresses. It's colorful
o watch the young girls in bright aproas glide from.onﬁ ?able to
enotuw with piteher 'in hand. "Tea, milk?" Their volces are
checry and lig-t. ®

It gave me the inspiration to write ¢ short story of z misere-
ble boy who developed a sudden “crush" on & pretty weitress end
was diseppoianted. I called it "Story of a Starry High¥ beceus.e
it happoned to be the favorite hit song rt the time and hed it

published in the Dispatch megazine which I'm editing. Singular
edvantege of being the editor is thet you could use your own .

story no metter how corny it is.
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An adolescent giri who read "The Sterry Night" said she lik ced
it. Tbecause it did something to me inside". The older rea-
ders thought it was naive but emusing

Life is new and exciting here. There's so much to do and
there are so many peonle to meet. I wonder whet will happen if
the novelty of these new experieaces wear off.

SEPY . 7. 1947 LABCR DAY
Ye gads, was it hot day! 2 i i
i bd , Lu A& -? Q?Qla]: ﬂ"%e heat wes b1l istering. Shirreil
are a froject holiday today to celebrate Labor Dev and the
- . 1 1 Cooh R G
entire populetion gothered ot the firsbresk to Py tri
Glory. g
or -
inhere wes a deedening silence cs the stars and stripes £l
terel znd climbed higk into ths emply blue sky up the
mast. The Boy Scoutd bugles sounded "To The Colors", =2nd o s
ring emotion unconsciously gripned wme tharn +tha Tlag snfurled it~
self in the breeze high over taec rows of drab, Lrowa bayrscks.
The Poy Scouts and 3irl Reserves s*ood a2t rigid attemtion and
before I knew it, vtung kids b 2gat £0 isel over with s@msiroicss.
I counted five in nal;-aoar. ;
I have always Inown Labor Dzy 40 be the

yeer, but today was exceptionally terrific.

OCT. 18,1942 BLOCK MEETING

uloch meu0¢qbs were held ia all dlocs mess halls tonighs io de-
cide on whether or not we should econs truct -2 novie uaeater 1n tﬂe
trcjscts It so heppened thet Ee. Zendail Suitkh B
ticn took the initiative of PRechasing lum Ll ummunlty
enterprise moaey without the ¥howledge of the evacuc The is-
se8i, who never did atteud wmovies in the citiecs. ar inZuriated to
a hysterical piteh of being obstinate enouszh to deny their movie-
erazy childron a woaderful reersatisaal outlcs. (I"oqlnglJ,wﬁen
the movies were siown block by block in the mess halils a 'fow
months loter, issct literaily fought for azdmittance tickets.)

@l Supposc 1idicaness and meatel effset of

to cdo with their bitteracss. onme igsei ﬁ'ﬁ ed with
metion, orc oven "taking it ocut? oz the TRA i Bers
forceda out frow their hones, businssscs cnd Tarus. I'a terridly
dismayed to watch our parents' ming rervert so. It's pathetic.

I% seems ithat at evury block mecting, the precarious citizen~
ship status of +tic nisei is s8arcastically jecred by few of the

t

\
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1mpetuou$ 1ssei. I worked myself into ouch a rage tonight that I
stood up to speak. I felt heroic but later it occurred to me
that I projected myself as a "martyrt,

Iomentarily’ rforgetting my position as one of the editors of
The Dispatch, I openly stated that I was in favor of building a
theater., My youthful impudence 'enraged the issei. Fearful of
being reproacied by their parents, the nisei in the crowd feiled
to "back me up". Consequently, some of the issei suggested that
I might be an "inu", or an informer of the Administration.

I may have Jeopa*¢1aea my reputetion in the bloek but I per-
sonally don't give a damm.

NOV. 6, 1942 A BIT OFf"Ourtsipe”

The entire Dispatch staff took a day ofr to assist the farmers
in their harvest. All felt good riding down the highway seecing
signboards and gas stations egain.

NOV. 18, 1942 FESH:: FISH-FISH 4
Air is biting cold ocutside and the flimsy barracks quiver like
jellor on a chill morning. It's & good thing, /RA had the fore-
sight of nSLLLuLAO these army bairszcks end installed cozl stoves
in each riment; otherwisec we'll ireeze this winter. The G.I.
chy but nevertheless they Xeep us warm. dh

blankets are it ¥
We ~'had £igh egein toloy. . It's fish, fish, fish, clrost ev-
ery otherday. Issci love fish but Iwill go for hemburgers any doy
Tonight I tocsted some brewd oa the stove te avert "storve-
tion®,  I'm dreaming. of a thiek juicy tenderloin swothcocred wWith

raw onions.

DEC. ll 42 NCSTALGIA

to The Dispateh officcevery night Tor two

I've 2n going
Xunio

wezks now to run the mogezine pages cn the mimco-mochinc,
Oteni  stoyed up with me till one in the morning with gowdy green
and red iak smocared on our faoces. e

Frank Tenabe dropped in after a dance and joined us.
ted his experiences working in the salmea canncries of Alaske
e walked home slowly and weary between the dark rows of barracks

reminiscing the "civilization" we left behind. We thought of the

" pink salmons sparkling in the sun, the Lzrdness of the sidewalks,
the sorhomore hops, the favorite hot dog stznd, The Big Game, the

splotehes of é@;ian popries on the green hills of loraga, the:

He rela-
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thunderipng clatter of trolleys on Geary and the kind diy oldd pro
fessor in his dark: office in heeler hall.

I slipped in between dust~ladened blaniets guietly so as not
to .awaken my father who snored and creaked in an army cot nearby.

Dbk 27, 1942 NEW YEAR PREPARATION

You can always depend on these dye-in~the-wool issei to have
the traditionsl ‘'mochi', or rice biscuits, on .ew Year whersver
tpéy may be. hen 1n the blociks are busily pounaing steamed rice
in improvised fusu' built in the laundry rooms. Women are mold-
ing patty cakes, singing ani laughinz.  The spirit is extrexely
n3eh. len will heve to do without their beloved saice this year.

JAN. 2.1943 WHITE CHRISTMAS

A “eavv blanket of virgin white snow had =ett1@d down on the
dust-caked Tloor af Tule Iake during the 41@“t everythirg is
white as far as the eyes can see. The hiils in the distance arc
liks mounds of ice cream. The drab brown barracls s2arkle in re-
fresning drape of white. It gives a guy =z healthy, crisp fesling.

Christmes and HNew Year had passed by eventlessiy. Littie
tykss are playing in the spow, unminsful of the gharp c¢hill wind.
These kids have never seen snow in their livea. -

4 letter came from Frivate Fhil Gda frOA.LlSSOlr1.~_a couple
weexs ~ago, nhe sent me a woolea army scsr? for Ceristmas. "ihe
Christmas for us nisei soldiers was very aifferent from that of
the whites,” he remarked. "They received gifts from felks back
home but we gave to our people in camps. Hobody expected gifts
and only a f'ew received them but everybody saved and bought very
ieavily out of their army pay. . £11 nisei soldiers were glad to
have been 1in a position td make their people havpy. Lt Was in-~
‘deed the first time when Christmas meant something to us.

FEB 5, 1943 DECi”ION OF AL EEEIME
The ar"" is in thes process-of registering all msle citizeas to
Tind out wherc their Loyalty lies. :
m:na+ +He bc*l ” sayc a .guy, "“we have to plan our future cour-
: 7o were treated in the pa 541 our rives,
‘bcth our ' pg rents an: we Have besn kicked “rOQnJ like unwanted
doga. ' e never ot g che: 1ce. There is no future for us in Amer-
ica. Being Uashea into cg.r uch as this is evidcneo cnough."
A.thougn everyone is ontl led to his or her own convietion,
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down: in my heart I hope people with sentiments like these are in
minority. It is too much for me when some of my friends whom I
have associated closely all my life talk like this. Bvacuation
was a tragic mistake. The effect is slowly wearping everyone's
minds to cynicism and defeatism.

I don't want 4o be bitter and cynical. I want to look shead:
to be.. far-stghted enough to 1look beyoad my petty grievances,
whims and desires. I have g lifetime to live in America and I'm
not gQiTﬁ to ,hréw it away now. I realize that I'm meking a de-
cision i'of ‘my- 1ife and my wind is mede up. My coavietion has al-
vways been the same.

FEB. 197 1943 UNSHAKABLE FAITH

This morning I strolled over +o the ; b*'lding and registere
ed. The . questions were simpie. AQuesti and 28 asked me if
I were still loval to the Unitcd State ned 'yes' to both
of them and wallked out feel ing relieved.

MAR. 4, 1943 SIDE  BY SIDE

A few of Washington's cigar smoking congicssmen in their soft
leather <chairs are charging that we are being pampered and cod-
dled. . I certainly would 1like to have one of them live with me
for a week and eat and gleep with us in cur dingy barracks. T4
liite to -see him sit side by side: with me in the latrine, Tt
wouldn!t be long before h)’l start yelling ebout his constitu-
tional- rights. ;

APR. I 1943 STRANGE HAPPINESS
must. admit thet ddHCLﬂg is one of the few pastimes which
to keep my morale up Opportunities for socizal contzets
abundent and I'm not cramped with expensive formclities such
fancy clothés, .cocr, barbecue stands an "big an.e" orehestras.
Lost: night, the bachelovs' Club, o* which I'm the 7th vice
p¢es1dent, sponsored the debut of kicky Tensc.a's new dence ore-
hegtrz. It was 2 grle de :nd the club "rothers" had speeial-
1y ordered-gerdenia .corsa s their do by pcytner wore it
in her: heir. There ram donces ¢nd I-gove on to Hiro
Urotsu . who wanted to sec » 22d I exchrnged othors
with Horry Inukei, Mes Ogewrs and o A tng at the off-
ice. Mickey dedicnted =a number for meo. I ﬁyx’, "The Taltz
You Seved For Me," my fovorite number. T  came home with 2

o
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strange feeling of happiness. To fesl happy in a camp like this

struck me strange.
I'm locking forward to the "Spring Informal" next Saturday.

PRy 12:1943 GOING ,GOING ,GOING

Joni Shlmoda is leaving for Chlcago tomorrow. Grace Asai, Stan
Sugiyama, Roy Yokote, I and some of his close friends were invit-
ed to a farewell party tonight. It gives me an empty feeling to
watch the fellows, whom I've Dbecome attached to during my stay
here, leave one by one. Riley also leaves tomorrow. Art Mori-
mitsu says he has no other alternative but to volunteer for the
Army to show his loyailty. He has applied for Camp Savage.

MAY 15,1943 THE OUTIOOK

Now that I have made plans %o leave the Project; I feel like
staying here a little longer. Life here has made me soft and in-
dolent. I'm clothed, sheltersd and I don't have to worry about
where my next meal is coming from. I feel as though Ifve become

& part of %he dusd., I ne lengsr gripe about the physical con-
ultlons of this camp.

There is no economic pressure 1living in a socialized world
such as here, and I am living day to day in purposeless drifting,
planning frivolous things to do tomorrow. It's funny.....I want
to prolong this sort of life but if I procrastinated I'1l be here
for the duration and I don't want to be here when the war ‘ends.
My better conscience tells me that the sconer I re-establish my-
self in a normal American community, the better I would be pre-
pared to mect the post-war future.

I must go out and make my living the hard way again. Yet doubt
and fear disturb my mind. Would I be jumping out of a frying pan
into the fire? Will I be happy cutside in a strange community?
To go out means to depart from my life-long friends. It means to
tear myself away from a 1l1life of comparative case and security tc
start life all over again. It makes me feel weary. I hope this
will be the last time I'1ll have to move again.
this is the brief story of a poor bewildered nisei and his many
problems. Although government scgencies and the public are doing
all they can for him, he knows too well that in the end only he

can save himself.
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