
CHAPTER V I I — THE DEVELOPMENT OF FACTION1LISM 

RESEGRE GAT ION GRUUP V . KURATOMI PACTION 

SYNTHESIS 

By fctat late spring of 1944 the Resegregation Group was 

the only group in camp with any pretensions of pawanrT 

p o l i t i c i l powwr. In a sense they werd now the vested 

group« Undoubtedly the|(cohsidered themselves the future 

guiding force of Tule Lake . For many months they had 

expressed repeatedly that one of their chief aims was 

obtaining the release of the stockade, in particular , the 

Negotiating Committee, "the peoples 1 r epresentat ives " • 

Th©/ strove to give the impression to the residents that 

they were in a sense acting as trustees for the Ampr&soned 

members of the Negotiating Committee ,that they were trying 

C to free them so that they might regain their rightful 

places as leaders of the people» 

However, they ran into their f i r s t organized opposition 

In the person of Mr. Tsuda who was released from the stockade 

in April of 1944« Tsuda immediately joined forces with 

Kimura, Mori and so me other s&bs ex-stockade detainees and 

began an unceasing campaign to get K a i , Kuratomi and 

Sugimoto out of the stockade. (Tsuda and Kimura had been 

among Kuratomi*s most loyal supporters in the October-November 

upriging and they continued to work fa ithful ly in his 

behalf now.) Tsuda fs efforts to bring about release 

conflicted with the pressure group's aims, ¿ n e e the pressure 
greatly 

group xis» /coveted the prestige which it hoped to get i f 

it succeeded in getting the men released . » a 

c^J-tJ ZvtvXa cl and Jfeay (hava j r J ^ & s i i Kuratomi ^ 

cV APT**' ^ — ^ - - ^ — ^ — — 

mm ra mamma ggjgiagl Wv WBk M 



• u 

Both the Besegregfction Group and Tsuda fs group were 

conneoted and worked with a minor organization called the 

Saiban-lln (Ttial Committee) which was organized some time 

between March and May. (Have written Kuratomi for exact date . ) 

The membership o f this body was comnosed of relatives of: the 

detainees who fesrit organized to vsork cooperatively for re lease . 
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for the exact date ) f ^ne relatives *of^3aey Int o m » » c formed 
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an organ!zatiop/<o work cooperatively for the release of 

the deta inees . Thisa0rgn nfrg tidm was c a l l t h e Salb^cn-lln 

(Tr i^ i Committee) . / " "Agood proportion of the members of 
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the Salban-lln,iuuuK having relatives in the stockade, were 

aqdent status quo supporters and Resegregationists. Prom the 

saant data available it appears that the Re segregationist 

leaders initiated the organization although Tsuda certain 

worked withthe relatives also £or a period . * 

Mr. Yamashita, one of the most influential leaders of 

the Resegregation Group exerted himself in an attempt t o get 

Tsuda to come in with the Resegregationists. Tsuda, however, 

was not to be lured by Yamashita fs promises of "great power" 

and, to make matters worse, refused to sign the Akashi 

petition» Both sides continued to make a prestense of 

fr iendl iness , but rapport grew steadily worse. By the 

middle of June, 1944 , this appearance of friendliness was 

ahandoned and the Resegregation Group began an active 

campaign to blacked Tsuda and h is group withthe residents 

call ing them dogs£ and gamblers, and pointing 



sadpamblet In ting; to the faot that Tsuda 

called on Mr. Best frequently as proof that he was 

working with Best against the people and against the 

stookade detainees . Tsuda, aooording to his account, saw 

Mr. Best as often as he could f x « * in an attempt to 

get some aotion on the stookade. issue . I n any ease , 

the dog propaganda gained wide acceptance, coming as it 

d id , at the height of t h e wave of inn hate . 

After the opening of this gossip campaign, it 

appears that the Saiban l ln f e l l almost completely uni er 

the domination of the Resegregationist leaders . Coincident 

with the break with Tsuda, the Saiban lln , under the 

leadership of Kiyoshi Okamoto decided to appeal to the 

American Civil Liberties Union on behalf of the n ise i 

detainees . Mr. Besig afixiiumjAfliH the attorney from the 

shortly 

ACLU arrived at Tule Lake most unpropitiously/jtninKniiajui 

after Hitomi was murdered. 

( In the f irst part of Chpt. V . it w i l l be made clear 

that the fai lure of the administration 's attempts to form 

a ne w Representative Body had an important effect on 

peoples 1 attitudes , i . e . , majiy people became convirc ed or 

said they were convinced iisx* that the only way to br ing 

the camp back to order was to release the men from the 

stockade. This was in late May of 1 9 4 4 . ) There was no 

noticiable change in this attitude through June. Nor was 

any particular interest shown in the act iv it ies of t h e 

Saiban i i n , the Re segregation Group or the Tsuda faction» 

Besides people were too busy talking about the inu, the 

latest beatings, and, in July, about the Hitomi murder, to 

be too concerned ever the stockade. 





that the only w£y to bring the cam|f back to order was to 

release the/in en from the stockade. This was in late M^y 

of 1 9 4 4 « / T h e r e was no notif iable change in this at^lktude 

\jry* y ^ V ^ ^ A uéf^Aju^r 
through Junefl.^ Besides people were too busy t a k i n g about 

ttfe inu and relating thé' latest beatings fy^T**-^ 

ï̂ ilprttiî'iî î r. tiljiNjMiÉÉÉfawiE1 "ifr"̂ 111 *** i 
The Hunger Strike ^ ^ 

MovXviy I 

Shortly 4fter 'Besfeg left th^project the detainees 

went into a hunger strike in a f ina l desperate attempt to 

get release» This is of interest chiefly because of the 
V 

attitude of thejresidents. Sympathy and identif ication 

with the imprisoned men increased. The pressure group 

tknantenandnfaaMribl«totJilLkxjmade dire threats of what 

"the people" would do, However, a l l informants not in 

the pressure group made no bones about saying that the 

"people" ware not going to make any overt demonstration 

over the hunger strike . In fact , most non-&esegregationist 

residents implied that the strikers were damn fools» When, 

however, the Res-Cgregation Group circulated a petition near 

the end of the strike , almost everyone signed it» 

I n i t i a l Disappointment of Resegregation Group when Ka1 and 

Kuratoml roodcdt Refused to take Actitee part» 

Aa-Jaa-e- been/ mexilliiflôd sever«.! t i i l N ' ^ o r ^ a m r T v ^ f t ) s t 

he Resegregation Group leaders stated m k x re pea 

tkntntdieyxngngnpitiht.TTigmfcaueaijdianaa throughthe spring a]Ld 

summer of 1944 phat they were only waiting for the release 

of the detainaep to begin their activities/|i«. q~ULg W % » 

(^aee^rTT^PUaijAle-i^^f^M^n» a ^ ^ g a n ^ H t l o n without -fc&efa, 

on-Augugt 8 , lek^mmmr*) Ii> mayfit>gQ, mfien the last 13 mor^ 
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gained wide acceptance in camp, coming as it d i d , at the 

height of the wave of inu hate . 

The Ssrfban i in 
/ J 

/sometime between March and - Jjpis (have written /K . for 

accurate<1 a^e) the relatives of the irtternees formed aj 

organization to work cooperativelyfor the radease of /the aijp / V « ¡ S I / / 

Promts cant diftta^it appears t M t the Itosegr^gationist 

eaters initiated the/organization although Tsu<ia certainly 

worked with ifc Sjusntoiiaxiimdx also f^r a p e r i b d ^ After 

s hit a broke with Tsuda it appears that the Salban i i n 

f e l l a lams t completely under the doMitytejition of the 

iT^jfrhat Mflcny 

relatives islxttk« a y^oodj iiMbtefrr7of theVpeepjbe 

f r i e n d s / i n the 3todkade were ardent statuj^ quo sup] 

and RJse gregationists. 

Tsuda says he thought of getting a lawyer to get the 

boys oflt of the stockade but was discouraged by Yamashita 

and K i r a . Okamoto, an evacuee from Heart Mountain, 4io was 

later tried and sentenced for sedition, iaua f inal ly took 

the in it iat ive in this m tter and appealed to the ACLU. 

Besig arrived^most unpropitiously a few days after H&tomi 

was murdered* 

Rfrtitude of the Residents toward the Stocakde I ssue . 

(Considerable discussion of pn^niaraktottmAaa general 

attitudes toward the stockade detainees «1st of necessity 

go into the f i r s t part of Chpt. V - preceding the rise of 

inu hate . It w i l l be made clear there that the failure of 

the administration ! s attempts to form a new Represert ative 

Body had an important effect on peoples1 attitudes , i . e l , 

many people became convinced, or said they were convinced 
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The strike was broken August 12 and shortly thereafter a l l 

tof the detainees were released« 

mK^eignafeat JxniicjQ&BDnjzi jbaajimxiixiiutcix 

jg—igBmrfc lanratihMgxteaiix 

Through the spring and summer of 1944 , the Resegregation 

Group leaders had been reiterating that they were waiting 

only for the release of the detainees to begin their 

activit ies on a grand scale . When the last 13 men, among 

Kai and Kuratomi an other of 
whom were/the most influential leaders of the October-November 

1943 upr is i /ng were released, Yamashita sent emissaries to 



In l t la l Hostility Between Tsuda-Klmura-Morl group and 

Resegregatln Group Leaders 

Adequate data on this bus ire ss 
has been very hard to get . I ' v e 
got some from Tsuda and the Reseg-

gti >nists - have written to &uratomi 
for accurate d e t a i l s . 

After '^suda's release from the stockade in ^pr i l 1944 
-released 

he joined with &imura, Mori (alao/detainees and j^lhyfl, fhia 

men) in an unceasing campaign to get Ka i , Kuratomi and 

thd otemaining detainees out of the stockade"Hetir», 

( ^ H n e ^ conflicted with the £>ressure groups aims, sinoe 

the pressure group jcovet ed the prestige which they hoped 

to get if they succeeded in getting the men released» The 

pressure group had been making attempts for release since 

late December of 1943» Ssuda started h is campaign in April» 

At f i r s t , according to Tsuda, Yamashita tried to get Tsuda 

to come in on h is s ide . Tsuda, however, was not to be 

drawn into the Resegregation Group by Yanashita»s promises 

of "great power" and even refused to sign the Akashi AjJVr^^ T / 

petition« Relations* which were at least outwardly 

friendly while the two groups were fencing witheach other 

and Yama& ita was still attempting to win Tsuda over to h i s 

side,got steadily worse. By the end-of May (not sure of 

this date) the appearance of friendliness was abandoned 

and the Resegregation Group began an active campaign to 

blacken Tsuda as h is group, ca l l ing them dogs, and pointing 

to the fact that Tsuda contacted Mr. Best frequently as jr oofl 

that he was working withBest. Tsuda, according to h is 

accouritfsaw Mr. Best as often ks he could to argue about 

the stockdde i ssue . In any case, the dog propaganda fcimniltt 



Kai and Kuratomjl and asked that they cal l on him. 

What Kai did ia not known^ fcwfc Kuratomi called on 

Yamashita and was offered an important position i«x kh* 

as an officer in the contemplated Resegregationist 

organization. (Both Kai and Kuratomi were offered 

positions of prestige , said several Resegregationist 

informants.) They hothx6±jatK*2qra±± declined pol i te ly . 

As a result , the Resegr gation Group's plana to gain 

oontrol o f the camp by merging with the Negotiating 

> f 
Committeakffell -£lat. Yoshiyaina and Uchida a^d £wo 

j j | § pps^juLw-* 

other men were the only stockade detainees^liiwd «rtro 

organization. The remaining members of the 

Negotiating Committee either followed Kai and Kuratomi 

or quietly slipped out of p o l i t i c s . 

The Resegri gation Group1 s kleaders were by no means 
1 fa* CisuL A VilM 

pleased with this outcome 1 WWM) 1 u &*Iirt'liii , 

lipifitt, m r c ^ a i n l j g l n e d uiitil learly September when the 

AfctsmixnxiithmiiiiHsxx Modoc County authorities threatened 

to ihdict some of the leaders of both factions for 

conspiracy to murder Hitomi. Amoi^ the threatened men 

was Tsuda. Kuratomi propesed writing to Besig of the 

ACLU for help and comoosed a letter . He got a l l of the 

threatened men to sign the letter . However, after thinking 

the matter over for a n ight , the threatened Resegrega-

tionists came to the conclusion that they could on no 

acoount put their names on the same piece of paper with 

the notorious Mr. Tsuda, who, i ronically , they had teeen 

stigmatizing as a dog for many months. They called on 

Mr. Kuratomi and asked him to tear up the letter and 

give him a copy so that they could write to Mr. Besig 
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separately. Kuratomi did this and the next day they 

returned, asking him to sign h is letter - without Tsuda. 

Kuratomi became angry and said he wasn't fool enough to sign 

a copy of h is owh l e t t e r . He and Kai stuck with Tsuda 

and sai open warfare of gossip began between the two 

fact inns. Kai and Kuratomi were accused of ingratitude 

to the Resegrggationists and the Saiban i in "Who had 

worked so hard to get them out of the stockade % (bhey 

were accused of having self ishly led the people into 

trouble and misery in Ootober-November 1943 , "ptey were 

called g a n g s t e r s g a m b f c e r s and drinkers and Communists* 

The Kai-Kuratomi faction retaliated with gossip that 

the Resegr gationist leaders were f ighting among them-

selves which, on several occasions, was shown to be 

lac** true , ""iAa atrvtif off«-rf-fTA"»ir>frrt \i1 r ] 

jkipK \j f) 
rmm hnai\\ 11 I i iiir'HTftlfff 'ft'WT'Tft I ll'nif'1-hili r '1*111 TTTi 

—is ^fgnribafi on the nri ii ti jiifr. 
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until the end of Sadnrtene November when open hostilitiesbroke 

out and violence and gang warfare appeared immenent. 

fenwBvnr? The account of this developement t however, must 

be postpnned until the next chapter» 


