CHAPTER VII ~-- THE DEVELOPMENT OF FACTIONALISM

RESEGRE GATION GRUOUP V., KURATOMI FACTION

SYNTHESIS

By kha late spring of 1944 the Resegregation Group was
the only group in camp with any pretensions of pmwaxx
political power. In a sense they werd now the vested
groupe. Undoubtedly thoycohsidered themselves the future
gulding force of Tule Lake, For many months they had
expressed repeatedly that one of theilr chief aims was
obtaining the release of the stockade, in particular, the
Negotiating Committee, "the peoples' representatives".

They strove to give the lmpression to the residents that
they were in a sense acting as trustees for the tmprasoned
members of the Negotiating Committee ,that they were trylng
to free them s0 that they might regain their rightful
places as leaders of the people.

However, they ran into thelr first organized opposition
in the person of Mr. Tsuda who was released from the stockade
in April of 1944, Tsuda immediately joined forces with
Kimura, Mori and s me other skms ex-stockade detainees and
began an unceasing campaign to get Kal, Kuratomi and
Sugimoto out of the stockade. (Tsuda and Kimura had been
among Kuratomi's most loyal supporters in the October-November
upriging and they continued to work faithfully in his

behalf now.) Tsuda's efforts to bring about release
conflicted with the Dressure group's aims, 4 nce the pressure

greatly
group xxax/coveted the prestige which it hoped to get if

it succeeded in getting the men released.
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Both the Resegregttion Group and Tsuda's group were
connected and worked with & minor organization celled the

Saiban-iin (Ttial Comnittee) which wss organized some ‘bime

vetween March and May. (Have written Kuratomi for exact date.)

The membership of this body was composed of relatives of the

detainees who ®a orgenized to work cooperatively for release.







an organizatiqp/fo work cooperatdvely for the rgléése of
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the deta{pzes. ThigXNM' was caligd/fhe Saibsnh-iin
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(Tr;ai Committee)./ A good proportion of the members of

the Salban-iin,ymx® having relatives in the stockade, were

andent status quo stipporters and Resegregatli nists. From the
sgant data avallable 1t appears that the Resegregationist
leaders iInitiated the organization although Tsuda certain
worked withthe relatives also for a period. °*

Mr. Yamashita, one of the most influential leaders of
the Resegregation Group exerted himself in an attempt to get
Tsuda to come 1n with the Resegregationists. Tsuda, however,
was not to be lured by Yamashita's promises of "great power"
and, to make matters worse, refused to sign the Akashi
pétitione Both sides continued to make a prestense of
friendliness, but rapport grew steadily worse. By the
middle of June, 1944, this appearance of friendliness was
ahandoned and the Resegregatlon Group began an active
campaign to blacked Tsuda and his group withthe residents

calling them dogsX and gamblers, and pointing
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M to the fact that Tsudas

called on Mr. Best frequently as proof that he was

working with Best against the people and acainst the

st ockade detainees, Tsuda, according to his sccount

Mr. Best as often as he could tmxmg in an attemot to

get some action on the stockade issue, In any case,

y Saw

the dog propagands gained wide acceptance, coming as it
did, at the height of t he wave of inu hate,
After the opening of this gosslp campaign, it

appears that the Saiban 1in fell almost completely uml er

the domination of the Resegregationlst leaders. Coincident
with the break with Tsuda, the Saiban 112_, under the
leadership of Kiyoshi Okamoto decided to appeal to the
American Civil Liberties Union on behalf of the nisei
detainees. Mr. Besig afixtihandfk¥ the attorney from the
shortly
ACLU arrived at Tule Lake most unpropitiously/anfawndays
after Hitoml was murdered,

(In the first part of Chpt. V. it will be maede clear
that the failure of the administration's attempts to form
a e W Representative Body had an important effect on
peoples! attitudes, 1. e., mapy people became convir ed or
sald they were ® nvinced xkak that the only way to bring
the camp back to order was to release the men from the
stockade. This was in late May of 1944,) There was no
noticiable change in this attitude through June. Nor was
any particular Interest shown in the activities of t he
Saiban 1in, the Resegregation Group or the Tsuda factione

Besides people were too busy talking about the inu, the

latest beatings, and, in July, about the Hitomi murder, to
be too concerned over the stockadee.
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The Hunger Strike .

Shortly after

Besgg left th%projec?lthn detainees
went Into a hunger strike in a final desperate attempt to
get release. This 1s of intcrest chiefly because of the
attitude of th&kesidents. Sympathy and identification
with the 1mprisoned men 1ncreased. The pressure group
thnnntunndnknnmihlaxthﬁnxxmade diré threats of what

"the people" would do, However, all informants not in
the pressure group made no bones about saying that the
"people" wir e not going to make any overt demonstration
over the hunger strike. In fact, most non-Resegregationist
residents implied that the strikers were damn fools. When,
however, the Resigregation Group circulated a petition near

the end of the strike, almost everyone signed it.

Initial Disappoiﬁ;hent of Resegrqgatioi Group when KJi and
‘ |

Kuratom! soxmka Rgfused to take Actibe Part,
ha-s—beer me oneqd ssvsrs 'l't"‘ or damn wel

vbs)'rhe Resegregation Group leaders st%ted XEXX repea
thaknthegpxnens nkm ik ;
summer of 1944 that they were only wal
of the detainne; to begin thelir activi]
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amashita broke with Tsuda 1t appears that the Saitan iin
fell almmst completely under the doMiMa#tion of the
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gained wide acceptance in camp, coming as it did, at the

height of the wave of inu hate,
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friends/in the stogkade were ar&e t statug/ quo sup s ‘\

and Rgfse gregationdsts,

fsuda says he thought of getting a lawyer to get'tha
boys ofit of the stockade but was discouraged by Yamashlta
and Kira, Okamoto, an evacuee from Heart Mountain, W o was
later tried and senfenced for sedition, xam finally t ook
the ilnttiative }p this m tter and appealed to the ACLU.
Besig arrivéﬁkmggf;hﬁﬁgééitiously a few days after Hhtoml

was murdered.

R$§titude of the Residents toward the Stocakde Issue.

(Considerable discussion of pnpnkarakhibudsx general
attitudes toward the stockade detainees mst of necessity
go into the first part of Chpte V = preceding the rise of

'223 hates It will be made clear there that the failure of
the administration's attempts to form a new Represerm ative

Body had an important effect on peoples' attitudes, i. el,
many people becmme convinced, or sald they were convinced
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The strike was broken August 12 and shortly thereafter all -
bf the detainees were releasede.
Emrmufmpxmemkigmkine mitesmgregat ienmoGaonm Xoacktme mxingc x
kme roomarh km sk doog xfiondgk x

Through the spring and summer of 1944, the Resegregation

Group leaders had been reiterating that they were waiting
only for the release of the detainees to begin their
actlvitles on a grand scale. When the last 13 men, among

Kal and Kuratomi an other of
whom were/the most influential lea@iers of the October-November

1943 uprisigng were released, Yamashita sent emissaries to




Initial Hostility Between Tsuda-Kimura-Mori group and

Resegregntin Group Leaders

Adeynate data on this busire ss

has been very hard to get. I've
got some from Tsuda and the Reseg-
gti nists - have written to Kuratomi
for accurate details.

After Lsuda's release from the stockade in Mpril 1944
released ‘
he joined with Kimura, Mori (also/detainees and Paihga Sha

men) in an unceasing campaign to get Kai, Kuratoml and
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the pbmaining detainees out of ths stockade., “ids;—of

ceaﬂse,“conflicted with the pressure groups alms, sinee

the pressure group pbv;ted the prestige whlch they hoped

to get if they succeeded in getting the men releaseds The
pressure group had been making attempts for release since
late December of 1943, Bsuda started his campalgn in April,
At first, according to Tsuda, Yamashita tried fo get Tsuda
to come in on his side. Tsuda, however, was not to be
drawn into the Resegregatlion Group by Yam shita's promlses
of "great power"’aqd even refused to sign the Akashl
petition. Relations;.which wefe at least outwardly
friendly while the two groups were fencling witheach other
and Yamas ita was still attempting to win Tsuda over to his
side, got ¥/ steadlly worse. By the end-of May (not sure of
this date) the appearance of friendliness was abandoned
and the Resegregation Group began an active campalgn to
blacken Tsuda as his group, calling them dogs, and pointing
to the fact that Tsuda coni acted Mr. Best frequently as pr oofl
that he was working withBest. Tsuda, according to his
account  saw Mr. Best as often As he could to argue about

the stockdde issue. 1In any case, the dog propaganda hswese
—wighernr—
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Kai and Kuratomi an?asked that they call on him,
What Kei did is not known, Pw® Kuratomi called on
Yamashita and was offered an important position xmxkhm
as an officer in the contemplated Resegregationist
organization, (Both Kai and Kuratomi were offered
positions of prestige, said several Resegregationist
informants.) They bothxdkimedxpaxx declined politely.
As a result, the Resegr gation Group's plans to gain w——»\l*n
control of the camp by merging with i:he Negotiating

- -\\.Q. L.t\\ /
Commi tted)Bertint, Yoshiyama and Uchida spd pwo

et The
other men were the only stockade detainees/\l&nd o
thedr organization, The remaining members of the
Negotiating Committee either followed Kai and Kuratomi
or quietly slipped out of politics.

The Resegr: gation Group's leaders were by no means
|
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pleased with this outcape./\ ’
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hawers:, ‘n-eﬁnain ined until learly September when the

iMtrrasnsmthanthiasxx Modoe County authorities threatened
to ihdict sorﬁe of the leaders of both factions fc;r
conspiracy to murder Hitomi., Among the thrcatened men
was Tsuda. Kuratomi propesed writing to Besig of the
ACLU for help and composed a letter. He got all of the
threatened men to sign the letter., However, after thinking
the matter over for a night, the threatened Resegrega-
tionists came to the conclusion that they ecould on no
account put their names on the same piece of paper with
the notoridus Mr. Tsuda, who, ironically, they had ®een
stigmatizing as a dog for many mor;ths. They called on
Mr. Kuratomi ani asked him to tear up the letter and

give him a copy so that they could write to Mr. Besig
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separately. Kuratomi did this and the next day they
returned, asking him to sign his letter - without Tsuda,
Kuratomi became angry and said he wasn't fool wnough to sign
a conpy of his owh letter. He and Kai stuck with Tsuda
and an open warfare of gossip began between the two
factions. Xai and Kuratomi were accused of ingratitude
to the Resegrggationists and the Saiban iin "Who had

/
worked so hard to get them out of the stockade", khey

were accused of having selfishly led the people into

tr ouble and misery in Oct ober-November 1945,’Z;ey were
called gangsters,f gambikers and drinkers and Communists,
The Kai-Kuratomi faetion retaliated with gossip that

the Resegr gationist leaders were fighting among them-
selves which, on several occasions, was shown to be

txx® true.

open.-hosbi-dittes Vroke out in *Ia*ﬁ-ewqmqn-m
inoideni_is-described-on—-the—next-vave,







until the end of Sadnrtene November when open hostilitiesbroke
out and violence and gang warfare appeared immenent
fenwBvnr? The account of this developement . however, must

be postpnned until the next chapter»



